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ADVERTISEMENT. 


In presenting to the American Public, this new ami improved edition of Rollings 
Ancient History, we deem it proper to point out a few of the many instances 
which, it is believed, gives it a superiority over other editions hitherto published in 
this country—They are, 

First —The restoration of the prefatory remarks of Rollin, to each history, as 
N^originally prepared by him and inserted in the French editions. 

J' Second —The addition of “A History of the Arts and Sciences of the Ancients,” 
by Rollin, as inserted in the original, and all subsequent French editions. 

The following extract from the preface of the Publishers of the Glasgow Edition 
of 1832, Edited by James Bell, will more clearly show the importance of the addi¬ 
ctions referred to. 

v 44 The publishers venture to say this is the only entire and unmutilated edition of 
Jlollin’s History in English, which has issued from the press for more than eighty 
O'ears: indeed they are not aware that any other unmutilated edition was ever printed 
C n Britain, except the first English edition published in 1738 by J. & P. Knapton, 
bondon. In Rollin’s original work, as maybe seen by consulting the French editions, 
md the first English edition, (1738,) the author has introduced each separate division. 
}f the history by suitable prefatory remarks. In the subsequent editions, however,- 
these different introductions have been thrown together in the most confused' and undis¬ 
tinguished manner, for the purpose of forming one general preface to the whole work ; 
by which means not only is the original form of the work marred, but the utility of 
those valuable portions of it are in a great measure destroyed. But what is still 
worse, this part of the work has been exceedingly mutilated by the suppression of 
many paragraphs , and even ivhole pages; by which means the sentiments and 
remarks of the learned and pious author upon some of the most important and inter¬ 
esting subjects have been hidden from and lost to his English readers; and this is the 
more to be regretted, inasmuch as the mutilator has manifested any thing but a pre¬ 
ference for the doctrines and morality of the Bible, in the selection of those parts of 
the work which he has chosen to suppress. In order also to make up the above 
mentioned heterogeneous preface, the whole of Chapter III. Book X. of the original 
work, forming part of the history of the Persians and Grecians, and amounting to 
above one hundred pages of the first English edition, has been torn from its original 
place in the work, and thrown into the centre of the foresaid general preface, without 
the smallest apparent regard to any principles of order or connexion, thus completing 
such a flagrant instance of literary license as it is hoped but seldom occurs. In the 
edition now offered to the public, the various introductions to the several divisions of 
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the history have been printed in their original separate form, and the many paragraphs 
formerly suppressed, as also Chapter III. Book X. have all been restored to their pro¬ 
per places in the work. 

“ It is a fact known to few English readers of Rollin, that the original edition of his 
“Ancient History,” and all the subsequent French editions down to that edited by M. 
Letronne in 1823, contain as an integral part of the work, “A History of the Arts and 
Sciences of the Ancients.” What first induced the English publishers to mutilate the 
work, by suppressing so large and valuable a part of it, we shall not determine; cer¬ 
tain, however, it is, that their injudicious example has been followed in all the Eng¬ 
lish editions published since 1740: so that even few Booksellers are now aware of 
the fact, that in all the English editions of Rollin published during the last eighty- 
five years, nearly a third part of the work has been suppressed, and that a part 
too which the author himself, in common we believe with every enlightened and phi¬ 
losophic mind, regarded as the most valuable and interesting of the whole. For, as 
Dr. Johnson justly remarks, * There is no part of history so generally useful as that 
which relates the progress of the human mind, the gradual improvement of reason, the 
successive advances of science, the vicissitudes of learning and ignorance, which are 
the light and darkness of thinking beings, the extinction and resuscitation of arts, and 
the revolutions of the intellectual world. If accounts of battles and invasions are pe ¬ 
culiarly the business of princes, surely the useful or elegant are not to be neglected.’ ” 
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APPROBATION. 

Paris, M September , 1729. 

I have read, by order of the Lord-Keeper, a manuscript entitled, “The Ancient History of the Egyptians, Carthagini¬ 
ans, Assyrians, Babylonians, Modes, Persians, Macedonians, and Greeks,” In this work appear the same principles 
of religion, of probity, and the same happy endeavors to improve the minds of youth, which are so conspicuous in all the 
writings of this author. The present work is not confined merely tu the instruction of young people, but may be of ser¬ 
vice to all persons in general, who will now have an opportunity of reading in their native tongue, a great number of cu¬ 
rious events, which before were known to few except the learned. Secoosse. 


A LETTER, 

WRITTEN BY THE RIGHT REVEREND DR. FRANCIS ATTERBURY, LATE LORD BISHOP OF ROCHESTER, 
TO 51. ROLLIN, IN COMMENDATION OF THIS WORK. 


REVERENCE ATQOE ERHDITISSIME VIR, 

Cum, monente aniico quodaru, qui juxta nedes tuas 
habitat, scirem te Parisios revertisse, statui saluta- 
tuin te ire, ut priraum per valetudinem liceret. Id 
officii, ex pedum infirmitate aliquandiu dilatum, cum 
tandem me impleturum sperarem, frustra fui; domi 
non eras. Restat, ut quod coram exequi non potui, 
scriptis saltern literis praestem; tibique ob eaomnia 
quibus a te auctus sum, beneficia, grates agam, quas 
habeo certe, et semper habiturus sum, maxinias. 

Revera munera ilia librorum nuperis a te annis edi- 
torum egregia ac perhonorifica mini visa sunt. Multi 
enim facio, et te, vir praestantissime, et tua omnia 
qutscunque in isto literarum genere perpolita sunt; 
in quo quidem Te caeteris omnibus ejusmodi scrip- 
toribus facile antecellere, atque esse eundem et di- 
cendi et sentiendi magistrum optimum, prorsus ex- 
istimo; cumque in excolendis his studiis aliquantu- 
lum ipse et operte et temporis posuerim, libere ta- 
• men profiteor me, tua cum legam ac relegam, ea 
edoctum esse a te, non solum qum nesciebam prorsus, 
sed etiam quae antea didicisse mihi visas sum. Mo- 
deste itaque nimium de opere tuo sentis, cum juven- 
tuti tantum instituendae elaboratum id esse contendis. 
Ea certe scribis, qum a viris istius modi rerum haud 
imperitis, cum voluptate et fructu legi possunt. Ve¬ 
tera quidem et satis cognita revocas in memoriam; 
sed ita revocas, ut illustres,ut ornes; utaliquid ve- 
tustis adjicias quod novum sit, alienis quod omnino 
tuum: bonasque picturasbona in Iucecollocandoeffi- 
cis, ut etiam iis, a quibus saepissime conspectas sunt, 
elegantiores tamen solito appareant, et placeant 
magis. 

Certe, dum Xenophontem saepius versas, ab illo et 
ea quae a te plurimis in locis narrantur, et ipsum ubi- 
que narrandi modum videris traxisse, stylique Xeno- 
phontei nitorem ac venustam simplicitatem non imi- 
tari tantum, sed plane assequi: ita ut si Gallice seis- 
set Xenophon, non aliis ilium, in eo argumento quod 
tractas, verbis usurum,non alio prorsus more scrip- 
turum, judicem, 

Hsec ego, haud assentandi causa (quod vitium pro- 
cul a me abest,) sed vere ex anirni sententia dico. 
Cum enim pulcnris e te donis ditatus sim, quibus in 
eodem aut in alio quopiam doctrinae genere referen¬ 
da imparem me sentio, volui tamen propensi erga te 
aniini gratique testimonium proferre,et te aliquo sal¬ 
tern munusculo, etsi perquam dissimili, remunerari. 

Perge, vir docte admodum et venerande, de bonis 
literis, quae nunc neglectae passim el spretae jacent, 
bene mereri; perge juventutem Galhcam (quando 
illi solummodo te utilem esse vis) optimis et praecep- 
tis et exemplis iuformare. 

Quod ut facias, annis aetatis turn elapsis multos ad- 
jiciat Deus! iisque decurrentibus sanum te praestet 
atque incolumem. Hoc ex animo optat ac vovet 

Tui observantissimus, Franciscus Roffensis. 

Pransurum te mecum post festa dixit mibi amicus 
ille noster, qui tibi vicinus est. Cum statueris tecum 
quo die adfuturus es, id illi significabis. Me certe 
annis malisque debilitatum, quandocunque veneris, 
domi invenies. 6° Kal. Jan. 1731. 

TRANSLATION. 

REVEREND AND MOST LEARNED SIR, 

When I was informed by a friend who lives near 
you, that you were returned to Paris, I resolved to 
wait on you, as soon as my health would permit. After 


having been prevented by the gout for some time, I 
was in hopes at length o? paying my respects to you 
at your house, and went thither,hut found you not at 
home. It is incumbent on me, therefore, to do that in 
writing, which I could not in person, and for all the 
favors you have been pleased to confer upon me, to 
return you the warmest acknowledgements which, 
as I now feel, I shall ever continue to cherish. 

And indeed I esteem the books you have lately pub¬ 
lished, as presents of uncommon value, and suen as 
do me very great honor. For I have the highest es¬ 
teem, most excellent Sir, both for you, and for every 
thing that comes from so masterly a hand as yours, in 
the kind of learning of which you treat; in which I 
sincerely believe that you far excel all other writers, 
and are at the same time the best master both of 
speaking and thinking well: and I freely confess that, 
though I had applied some time and pains in cultivat¬ 
ing such studies, when I read your volumes over and 
over again, I am instructed by you not only in things 
of which I was entirely ignorant,but also those which 
I fancied myself to have learned before. You have, 
therefore, too modest an opinion of your work, when 
you declare it composed solely for the instruction of 
youth. What you write may undoubtedly be read 
with pleasure and improvement by persons who are 
proficients in learning of that kincl. For whilst you 
call to mind ancient facts and things sufficiently 
known, you do it in such a manner, that you illus¬ 
trate, you embellish them; still adding something 
new to the old, something entirely jour own to the 
labors of others: by placing good pictures in a good 
light, j'ou make them appear with unusual elegance 
and more exalted beauties, even to those who have 
seen and studied them most. 

In your frequent correspondence with Xenophon, 
you have certainly extracted from him, both what 
you relate in many places, and everywhere hisverj 
manner of relating; you seem not only to have imi¬ 
tated, but attained, the shining elegance and beauti¬ 
ful simplicity of that author’s style: so that had Xen¬ 
ophon excelled in the French language,in my judg¬ 
ment, he would have used no other words, nor writ¬ 
ten in any other manner, upon the subjects you treat, 
than you have done. 

I do not say this out of flattery (which is far from 
being my vice,) but from my real sentiments and 
opinion. As you have enriched me with your hand¬ 
some presents, which I know how incapable I am of 
repaying either in the same or in any other kind of 
learning, I was willing to testify my gratitude and 
affection for you, and at least to make you some 
small, though exceedingly unequal, return. 

Go on, most learned and venerable Sir, to deserve 
well of sound literature, which now lies universally 
neglected and despised. Go on, in forming the youth 
of France (since you will have their utility to be your 
sole view) upon the best precepts and examples. 

Which that you may effect, may it please God to 
add many years to your life, and during the course 
of them to preserve you in health and security. This 
is the earnest wish and prayer of 

Your most faithful friend, Francis Roffen. 

P. S. Our friend, your neighbor, tells me you in¬ 
tend to dine with me after the holydays. When you 
have fixed upon the day, be pleased to let him know 
it. Wheneveryou come, you will be sure to find one 
so weak with age and sufferings, as I am, at home. 
December 26,1731. 

XI 






MEMOIR OF ROLLIN 


i Charles Rollin was born at Paris, January 30, 
r im. He derived no lustre from his birth, for he 
A was the second son of a poor but honest cutler, who 
intended that he should follow the same profession. 
But, though of humble birth and obscure parentage, 
his nascent genius was early developed by those in¬ 
timations of superior intelligence and nobility of 
mind which enable its possessors to rise above their 
circumstances, and emerge from obscurity to fame. 
A Benedictine friar, whom he occasionally served at 
mass, perceived the dawnings of his young mind, 
and could not think to see them smothered in the 
dull routine of a mechanical profession. He there¬ 
fore told the mother her son’s abilities, and enlarged 
on the propriety and advantage of cultivating them. 
His widowed mother (for he lost his father at a very 
early period) thought it impossible from her situa¬ 
tion, to comply with a scheme which her discern¬ 
ment approved, and urged her inability to give her 
son a learned education. The difficulty was how¬ 
ever surmounted by the zeal of the benevolent Ben¬ 
edictine, who procured for young Rollin a bursary 
at the college of Plessis. There he commenced his 
studies with that avidity which grows by what it feeds 
on. The patronage of his ecclesiastical benefactor 
was soon and amply repaid by the celerity of his pro¬ 
gress, and the mother was made to participate in the 
triumphs and honors of her son, as she was often 
visited at her humble dwelling by persons of high 
birth and eminent rank, soliciting that youngRollin 
might spend the vacations with their sons, his fellow 
students at college. After having studied the hu¬ 
manities and philosophy at this college, he devoted 
three years to theology at the Sorbonne, the most 
celebrated Catholic theological seminary in France. 
His teacher in rhetoric was M. Hersan, who then 
enjoyed considerable reputation. He conceived such 
an exalted opinion of Rollin’s virtue and abilities, as 
sometimes tempted him to call him Divine. When 
any composition in prose or verse was required from 
him, the professor was not ashamed to commend his 
pupil even to his own disparagement. “Apply,” he 
would say, “to Rollin: he will do it better than I 
can.” When this gentleman relinquished his labors 
at the college of Plessis, Rollin, though then only 
21 years old, was judged by the university competent 
to succeed so able and learned a master. From that 
honor he was debarred by nothing but his own mo¬ 
desty. He consented, however, to become profes¬ 
sor of an inferior class, and in 1687, was advanced 
to the chair of rhetoric. The year following, M. 
Hersan, with the permission of the king, resigned 
in favor of young Rollin the professorship of elo¬ 
quence in the Royal College. 

Rollin was not deficient in gratitude to his prede¬ 
cessor, and in the second volume of his Traitfi des 
Etudes, has drawn up a warm and affectionate eulo- 
gium on his virtue, learning, and disinterestedness. 
Of this last Rollin declares, that he showed a rare 
example: first, in sacrificing from his private fortune 
2,000 crowns for some necessary repairs and embel¬ 
lishments at the college of Beauvais; second, his vo¬ 
luntary retirement to Compeigne, his native place, 
and devoting himself wholly to the education of the 
poor children of the town, building a handsome 
school-house for them, and establishing a master for 


their instruction, fulfilling the office of one himself 
assisting very frequently at their lessons, having al¬ 
ways some of them at his table, clothing many o t 
them, and distributing to them—all at different sea¬ 
sons—different rewards for their encouragement. 
The sweetest consolation this eminent person enjoy¬ 
ed, was to think that, after his death, tnese children 
would make for him the same prayer that the famous 
John Gerson, Chancellor of the University of Paris, 
and whose humility led him to become schoolmaster 
at Lyons, requested in his will, to be made for him 
by his pupils, “My God, my Creator, have pity upon 
thy poor servant John Gerson;” and finally, that he 
had the blessing of dying poor, in some sort, amidst 
the poor; the remains of his property hardly suf-' 
ficing for a last endowment which he had made of 
Sisters of Charity, for the instruction of girls and 
the care of sick persons. Such is the character of 
M. Hersan from the grateful pen of his protegfi Rol¬ 
lin. When our author succeeded to the office, a3 
related before, he made it one of his chief cares to 
make his pupils cultivate the knowledge of their na¬ 
tive tongue, and to make themselves familiar with the 
chief works in poetry and prose, which are contain¬ 
ed in the French language. Classical literature 
seems then to have been in a declining state, as the 
knowledge of the Greek language had been so much 
neglected, that Rollin had the honor of reviving It 
in the university. To fix his pupils’ attentions on 
these studies, he established examinations, to which 
the public were admitted, and in w r hich it was the 
duty of the students to give an account of, and an¬ 
swer questions relative to the Latin or Greek authors 
they had read during the preceding years. These 
exercises were found so useful and so agreeable to 
the taste of the nation, that, without any senatus con- 
sultum, they were adopted by all the colleges; and 
from these they passed into private schools, and 
penetrated (our author says) into all the provinces. 

It was a custom, more ancient than wise, in the 
university, for professors to compose tragedies, the 
different characters of which were sustained by the 
pupils. Against this practice Rollin argues most 
strenuously, in his fourth volume of his Method of 
Studying the Belles Lettres, on moral and religious 
considerations, as having a tendency to convert uni¬ 
versities and schools into play-houses; to engender 
improper amorous feelings into the youthful mind; 
ana thus to undermine those principles of honor and 
piety, which ought to be so sedulously inculcated and 
cultivated. His chief objection was—the practice in 
these tragedies of robing the young pupils in female 
dresses—a practice utterly repugnant to the express 
declaration of scripture:—“The woman shall not 
wear that which pertaineth unto a man, neither shall 
a man put on a woman’s garment; for all that do so 
are abomination to the Lord thy God.”— Deut> xxii. 
5. This custom probably originated among the hea¬ 
thens, who had male and female deities, as, Isis and 
Osiris among the Egyptians, Ashtaroth and Tammuz 
among the rhasnicians, and Mars and Venus among 
the Greeks. The Iliad of Homer abounds in narra¬ 
tives of the libidinous intercourse and amours of the 
gods. Venus was the supposed goddess of love and 
pleasure, Mars the god of war and arms. Men there 
fore worshipped Venus in flowered garments of wo 






MEMOIR OF ROLLIN’. 


14 


men, and the women wore a coat of mail and armor, 
when they worshipped Mars—these dresses being 
deemed suitable to the peculiar character of these 
deities, and therefore more pleasing to them. It 
was probably this idolatrous practice, which, as 
Lowman thinks, originated the above express pro¬ 
hibition. The exhibition of such tragedies, Rollin 
informs us, was condemned by the corporation of 
the city of Toulouse, and literary exercises adopted 
instead of them at the college of Esquile; and, in 
his own day, this obnoxious practice had been aban¬ 
doned by most of the colleges at Paris; and was soon 
afterwards relinquished at the university. One of 
the professors at that university, M. Belleville, was 
distressed with agonizing reflections on his death¬ 
bed, for having followed this custom, which he knew 
had been the occasion of immoral practices to sev¬ 
eral of his scholars. 

A similar practice still exists at Westminster 
school, where the scholars are annually obliged by 
the teachers to perform one of Terence’s comedies. 
We have therefore no reason to boast of our supe¬ 
rior morality and discernment in still following this 
anti-scriptural and Pagan custom, which has been 
long exploded in France; and that in virtue of the 
unbending piety and persevering opposition of a 
Roman Catholic professor. 

After having held the office of the rhetorical pro¬ 
fessorship about 8 or 10 years with great reputation, 
our author resigned liis situation with the view of 
devoting his leisure to the study of ancient history. 
His absence from the university was short. He was 
recalled in the close of 1694 to till theoffice ofrector. 
This office he enjoyed two.years successively; and 
while he occupied that eminent literary station, he 
was assiduous and vigilant in performing its duties— 
was strict in maintaining the college discipline—re¬ 
vived the aucient customs—and introduced some 
salutary reforms. In compliance with the university 
statutes, he visited the colleges—a useful duty which 
his predecessors had imagined they were at liberty to 
neglect. He converted into a law the custom of com¬ 
mencing the lecture in the classes of humanity and 
philosophy, with the explanation of some passage of 
scripture; and w r ith the same view of extending bib¬ 
lical know ledge, he published, for the benefit of the 
inferior classes, a collection of maxims selected from 
the Old and New Testament. Though personally 
considered, no man was more humble and inoffensive 
than our author, yet when the rights of his office 
were concerned, and of course the dignity of the 
university, none ivas more tenacious oi supporting 
them—of which he gave several eminent instances. 
On the expiration of his rectorship, Rollin was en¬ 
gaged in superintending the education of the ne¬ 
phew's of Cardinal de Noailles. The Abb6 Vitte- 
ment recalled him to a public station by obtaining for 
him the office of Principal of the college of Beauvais. 
It was with some difficulty he could be prevailed on 
by the persuasions of M. Duguet, a learned theolo¬ 
gian, to undertake its official duties, from an anxious 
sensibility, which magnified, in his apprehensions, 
the difficulties he would have to encounter. Rollin 
entreated them to furnish him with such lights and 
instructions as w r ere necessary to be imparted to the 
numerous youths, whose education he was now to 
superintend. M. Duguet complied with the request, 
and published his Commentaries oil the six days’ 
work of Creation and on Genesis. The first part of 
this work, published in a separate volume, under the 
title of “An Explication of the Work of the Six 
Days,” is declared by the Siecles Litteraires de la 
France to be an excellent work, in which the utile is 
conjoined with the dulce. The elevation of Rollin 
was of great advantage to the college of Beauvais. 
This society, which had previously been almost de¬ 
serted,began to abound with scholars under the gov¬ 
ernment of the new principal. A singular instance 
is given of the uncommon reputation our author en¬ 
joy ed:—A rich gentleman of one of the provinces, at¬ 
tracted by the fame of Rollin, brought his son to be 
received as a pensioner in the college of Beauvais. 
Rollin declared his inability to admit him. as the 


number of pensioners was already inconveniently 
great, and to convince the father, conducted him 
through all the apartments and sleeping rooms, 
which were completely occupied. How ever, paren¬ 
tal expectation was not to be so easily frustrated: 
“I have come to Taris (exclaimed the father,) on 
purpose to bringyou my son. I shall depart to-mor¬ 
row, and I will send him to you with a bed. I have 
but him, you may put him in the court—in the cellar, 
if you please—but let him be in your college, and 
from that moment I shall have no uneasiness about 
him.” The goodness of Rollin could not resist such 
an appeal as this. He was compelled to receive the 
youth, and to dispose of him in his own apartments, 
until he could place him among the other scholars. 

In Rollin’s days, the principal of a college much 
resembled the master of a seminary. It was his office 
not only to guard the discipline and preside over the 
studies of the scholars, but also to instruct them in 
religious and moral duties; and even attend to their 
diet and personal comforts. How he executed his 
official functions in these departments, Rollin himself 
has told us at length in his Treatise on the Belles 
Lettres. He endeavored to combine and perpetuate 
among his countrymen accomplished literature and 
correct taste; and made it his study to repay with 
ratitude,the favors of his Benedictine friend—of M. 
lersan, and those dignities w r hich the university of 
Paris had conferred on him—by laboring to advance 
others in that honorable course which he himself had 
trodden. One of the most learned of his numerous 
pupils was M. Crevier, the author of several volumi¬ 
nous works. He continued Rollin’s Roman History; 
but with inferior success to his master. He publish¬ 
ed also a History of the Roman Emperors, and an 
edition of Livy, though he is not entitled to the whole 
credit of the latter performance. This latter w r ork 
originated in several literary conversations which 
Crevier had with Rollin, several of the professors of 
Beauvais, the Abbe d’Asfeld, and others. Crevier, 
as the youngest person,had the task assigned him of 
digesting and compiling the matter of these discus¬ 
sions. They took place during the college vacation. 
It was Rollin’szeal which produced them, as he con¬ 
sidered them a mere recreation. The work consists 
of a number of learned and concise notes on Livy’3 
Roman History. 

Rollin had hitherto passed his days in calm weather 
and uninterrupted sunshine, but a cloud at length 
arose and obscured the horizon of his life, verifying 
the old remark—“That an unclouded morn is not al¬ 
ways followed by a clear and serene evening.” No 
virtues, however great—no labors, however disin¬ 
terested—no piety, however sublime and ardent, 
could protect him from the storm of persecution. 
He was impeached with Jansenism—a crime not to 
be forgiven by a Jesuit. As many readers do not 
know what Jansenism is, it may be proper to inform 
them, that the term arose from Cornelius Jansen, 
Bishop of Ypres, whose voluminous posthumous 
work, entitled “Augustine,” was published in 1640. 
In this work Jansen professes to give a clear state¬ 
ment of the opinions of the renowned African bishop 
respecting predestination and grace; and strongly 
advocates his anti-pelagian doctrines of absolute, 
eternal, and personal election, original sin, human 
depravity, efficacious grace, particular redemption, 
and the perseverance of the saints; and maintains 
these to have been the orthodox sentiments of the 
Western Church. This alarmed the Jesuits, who had 
been long at issue with their rivals the Dominicans, 
on these points; and were perfectly sensible that if 
these opinions should gain ground, their cause and 
influence was gone. They bore a very strong simi¬ 
larity to the theological sentiments ol the reformer 
of Geneva; so strong indeed, that the only' percep¬ 
tible difference lay in the phraseology which Jansen 
adopted, in order to avoid the charge of coalescing 
with the opinions of that heresiarch John Calvin. 
The Romisn Inquisitors prohibited the sale of Jan¬ 
sen’s book in 1641; and in 1642, a bull was fulminated 
against it by Urban VIII.; and in 1653, Innocent X. 
publicly condemned in a fauious bull, by the iuflu- 
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enceof the Jesuits, the five following propositions in 
the bishop of Ypres’s book:—1st, That there are sev¬ 
eral divine precepts, which good men, notwithstand¬ 
ing their desire to obey them, are nevertheless abso¬ 
lutely unable to obey, nor has God given that meas¬ 
ure of grace, that is essentially necessary to render 
them capable of such obedience. 2d, That no man, 
in this corrupt state of nature, can resist the influence 
of Divine Grace, when it operates upon the mind. 
3d, That, in order to render human actions meritori¬ 
ous, it is not requisite that they be free from necessity, 
but only .that they be free from constraint. 4th, That 
the semi-pelagian opinion of freewill, is a gross error. 
5th, That whoever affirms that Christ atoned by his 
death, for the sins of all mankind, is a semi-nelagian. 
Four of these propositions were declared neretical 
in this bull; but the5th and last proposition was con¬ 
demned as rash , impious , and injurious, to the Su¬ 
preme Being. The Jansenists uttered complaints and 
replies; and as the five condemned propositions were 
not given in Jansen’s own words, they denied that 
they were to be found in his book. In the sequel the 
Jansenists and Jesuits were entangled in a violent 
dispute concerning the extent of Divine Grace. The 
latter maintained that sufficient grace is bestowed on 
all mankind; that the efficacy of this grace wholly de¬ 
pends on the spontaneous choice of the human will, 
or, in other words, on a self-determined volition; and 
that therefore, no additional Divine aid is at all ne¬ 
cessary, to render such grace effectual. The former, 
on the contrary, denied the existence ofany such gen¬ 
eral grace; that no grace is sufficient,unless it be at 
the same time efficacious; that it is not the volition 
which determines the grace, but the grace which de¬ 
termines the volition, for no one can act spiritually 
without efficacious grace. The Jansenists produced 
powerful champions from amongst themselves to ad¬ 
vocate their cause—as, Nicole, Arnauld, Quesnel; 
and, instar omnium , the renowned Blaise Pascal, 
whose profound and universal genius cannot be suffi¬ 
ciently admired. In his immortal work, called the 
Provincial Letters —a work, admired by Frenchmen 
of the most opposite tastes and principles, as Bossuet 
and Voltaire, Boileau and D’Alembert—he made a 
transition from the subject of sufficient and efficacious 
grace, to the principles and morality of his oppo¬ 
nents, which he attacked with such strength of argu¬ 
ment, and exposed with such poignant satire and bit¬ 
ter ridicule, as paved the way for the ruin of the Je¬ 
suits. They retained their power, however, long 
enough to inflict consummate vengeance on the soci¬ 
ety of the Messieurs de Port Royal. By Louis XIV., 
uuder the influence of his confessor, a ferocious Je¬ 
suit, that monastery, which had become illustrious 
by the residence of learned and profound scholars, 
and devout nuns, was razed to the foundation, and 
the very dead disinterred to gratify the vengeance of 
the infamous disciples of the fanatic Loyola, in 1709. 

In 1713, the famous bull Unigenitus, came forth 
against the Jansenists, which, though warmly opposed 
by the Cardinal de Noaille and a great portion of the 
French clergy, at length received the authority of the 
French parliament, and was registered among the 
laws of the state. To such a length was the power 
of the Jesuits carried, that even the dying were not 
allowed the benefits of the sacrament and extreme 
unction, unless they renounced the errors of Jansen¬ 
ism, and acquiesced in the bull Unigenitus. This oc¬ 
casioned fresh disturbances over all the kingdom; 
nor were they quelled till the order of the Jesuits 
was abolished. It is remarkable, that during the 
late awful storm of Divine vengeance which over¬ 
took the intolerant and selfish clergy in that king¬ 
dom, the Jansenists comparatively escaped. Al¬ 
though thousands of the clergy fled their country in 
terror, and sought refuge even amongst heretics, not 
a Jansenist was found amongst the number. The sub- 
'ect of this memoir was a passionate admirer of the il- 
ustrious Literati of the Port Royal, and a warm sup¬ 
porter of Jansenism, which he defended by several 
productions of his pen. Of course he could not es¬ 
cape the ruin of his party; and was therefore finally 
commanded to quit the college of Beauvais. This he 


bore with pious magnanimity, and on the evening of 
the 6th of June, 1712, he silently left the college, after 
having paid in the chapel the sacrifice of devotion 
to his heavenly Protector, without any attendant, 
and without any consolation, but what arose from a 
consciousness of integrity and virtue, and that he 
was suffering in the cause of persecuted truth. He 
fixed his abode in a retired part of Paris, where 
he had purchased a small house, where he dwelt 
till his death. Still, however, he w as not idle, nor 
suffered to be so. The concerns of education, and 
the interests of youth, occupied his attention. Pa¬ 
rents wishing to consult him respecting their chil¬ 
dren, constantly intruded on his solitude; and were 
not satisfied that they had discharged their duty to 
them unless they sought and obtained our author’s 
judicious advice. Even his successor in the college 
of Beauvais, M. Coffin, paid such deference to his 
judgment, that he never ventured to undertake any 
thing of importance without having first asked his 
advice. He used his leisure hours in publishing an 
edition of Quintilian’s Institutions, which has been 
reprinted in London, and which is still used in the 
schools of our Gallic neighbors. This edition com¬ 
mences with a Latin preface of great purity and ele¬ 
gance, wherein Rollin characterizes the merit of this 
great rhetorician, and explains the utility of his work 
for forming both-the orator and the man of virtue. 
The text is elucidated with short notes, and a sum¬ 
mary of contents at the head of each chapter. 

This edition appeared in 1715; and the same year 
he was appointed by the university Procureur , or 
Chief of the Nation of France. In 1720, he published 
his Method of teaching and studying the Belles Let- 
tres, in six parts: the first treating the study of 
languages—French, Latin, and Greek; the second 
treats of poetry; the third of rhetoric; the fourth 
and fifth are appropriated to philosophy and history; 
and the last enters into a detailed account of the pro¬ 
per management of youth and the government of a 
college. These subjects, if not treated in a profound, 
are at least handled in an agreeable manner. He pos¬ 
sessed a talent—common to Frenchmen—of saying 
common things in a pleasant way; and his disquisi¬ 
tions are often more remarkable for their oratorial 
neatness, than philosophical profundity or acumen. 
This work, however, has been long superseded by 
similar works in our own language. It is still how¬ 
ever a useful work, and may be perused with both 
profit and pleasure by a curious and attentive re&v 
er—chiefly as giving a view of the best French clas¬ 
sical writers and works. 

In 1730, Rollin was again elevated to the office of 
Rector of the university of Paris. But having plainly 
evinced, in a discourse delivered on the 30th of De¬ 
cember 1730, his attachment to the principles of Jan¬ 
senism, his honors were again violently torn from 
him, after he had enjoyed them but a few months; 
and he was displaced, and driven into his former re¬ 
tirement. Intolerance, however it might deprive 
him of his honors, was unable to ruin his well-earned 
fame, or snatch the pen from his hands, or shut the 
press against his publications. To assist those studies 
of youth, over which he had so long and laudably pre¬ 
sided, he had composed his Ancient History, which 
appeared in thirteen volumes 12mo. at different 
times and which was completed in 1729,1730. In tbe 
short space of three years after his expulsion, a sec¬ 
ond edition of the same work appeared in 1734—1733. 
This, of all his works, has obtained the greatest ce¬ 
lebrity for its author—has spread his renown through 
the continent, and what is no small honor, ha9 made 
his name as familiar to British readers as those of the 
most esteemed amongst our own countrymen. Re¬ 
putation so extensive and so durable, must be built 
on no ordinary merit. The author has in fact done 
more than is intimated in the title of his work. It is 
not merely an accompaniment to scholastic studies, 
or a meagre analytic compend of events, but contains 
a fund of knowledge and gratification suited to every 
taste. The narrative is so deeply imbued with the 
spirit and feeling of antiquity, that those who are de¬ 
barred from the classical originals, cannot repair to 
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a better source to form correct notions of the man¬ 
ners and temper of ancient nations; while the erudite 
scholar will be delighted to find the substance of his 
studies embodied and presented to the view of his 
mind in one consistent work. To accomplish such a 
work, required a very enlarged range of classical eru¬ 
dition. A very slight inspection will convince every 
—even the most ordinary, as well as the most enlight¬ 
ened—reader, that he who executed such a task was 
no ordinary man. Whatever moral instruction can 
be drawn from the perusal of historical events or 
biographical facts, is sure to be found in his pages. 
With these they are almost as thickly interspersed 
as are the tragedies of Euripides, but with more pro¬ 
priety, siuce history furnishes the maxims drawn 
from experience, whether it be that of individuals or 
societies, or nations, while tragedy attempts to pro¬ 
duce the same effect by emotions of terror or pity. 
His custom of moralizing so much arose from his so¬ 
licitude to inspire youthful minds with the principles 
of virtue. It was chiefly for this purpose that the 
Ancient History was compiled. Even persons of 
riper years and more matured judgment, may be both 
pleased and edified with his sentiments. His contem¬ 
porary the Duke of Cumberland, paid him the follow¬ 
ing compliment: “ I know not howM. Rollin mana- 
es. Every where else reflections weary me; in his 
ook they charm me, and I never lose a single word of 
them.” Their intention is good, and their tendency 
excellent, whatever opinion may be formed of their 
profusion. 

Nothing ought to be more cautiously guarded a- 
gainst than an excessive admiration of learned and 
classical antiquity. It is the easily besettiug sin of 
those who have drunk deep and long at the fountain 
of Pagan lore, whether in philosophy or poetry, his¬ 
tory or elocution. Its tendency is in some degree to 
paganize the mind, or to produce an anomalous com¬ 
mixture of heathen and Christian principles insensi¬ 
bly in the scholar himself. Our author was quite 
aware of this tendency; and in order to counteract it, 
determines the merit of Pagan actions by the stand¬ 
ard of Divine Revelation. He did not judge Pagans 
themselves by this standard, which would have been 
flagrantly unjust—a standard which they did not pos¬ 
sess—but their actions alone. He makes due allow¬ 
ance for the situation in which Pagans were placed; 
but will admitof no palliation under that light which 
revelation has produced. There is much more pious 
feeling, and regard to religious principle, to be found 
in his Ancient History, than in the historical works 
of Robertson. No insidious attacks upon Revelation 
—no covert insinuations against the truths of Chris¬ 
tianity—no profane ridicule of sacred things, disgrace 
his pages, as they do those of a Voltaire, a Gibbon, 
and a Hume. He does not labor to unsettle the faith 
or principles of his reader; nor does he display that 
heartless indifference to the welfare of his species, 
which is so predominant in the elegant narrative of 
Hume. 

Non ulla anguis in herba 
Latet, nec breret lateri lethalis arundo. 

His style, which his translator has very happily co¬ 
pied, is graceful, easy,and harmonious. It is formed 
upon the model of Xenophon, with whose writings he 
was intimately acquainted, and the study of which 
was his favorite employment. So successfully has he 
imitated his beauties, that, as the disciple of Socrates 
was called the Attic Bee, so the pupil of Hersan has 
been styled by Montesquieu, in his posthumous 
works, the Bee of France. Yet impartiality obliges 
us to confess, that his work exhibits several considera¬ 
ble defects. It possesses little critical acumen. He 
does not seem remarkable for that accurate discrimi¬ 
nation which is necessary in an historian, for distin¬ 
guishing between improbability and verisimilitude; 
nor that critical sagacity which can guide a reader 
clearly through the various discordant narratives of 
Greek and Roman historians. He is often very credu¬ 
lous. His facts are not always authentic, nor is his 
chronology remarkable for its accuracy: yet his cre¬ 
dulity may be excused, as he was educated in acorn- 
munity where credulity is confounded with faith; 


and whereas much dependence is placed on the tra¬ 
ditionary legends of lying monks as on Revelation 
itself. It is hardly possible for such a man as Rollin, 
educated in an idolatrous community, and imbued 
with the faith of Jansenistic miracles, not to be in 
some degree credulous. The Philosophy of history, 
which can trace to their latent sources those revolu¬ 
tions in the history of mind—those changes in polit¬ 
ical societies, which have so deeply affected the in¬ 
terests of the human race, he does not seem very deep¬ 
ly to have studied. His reflections, though always 
pious, moral, and appropriate, seldom rise above the 
rank of common-place. He is not often brilliant, sel- 
domer still either sublime or profound, but he rarely 
fails to exhibit symptoms of a feeling heart and a cul¬ 
tivated understanding. His attempts at biblical criti¬ 
cism are seldom happy; nor is he always a luminous 
commentator, whetner on scripture or profane histo¬ 
ry. He is himself occasional^ chargeable with that 
very fault which he labors to prevent in others—an 
excessive admiration of heathen characters, as in the 
case of Cyrus, Socrates, and Lycurgus. So great is his 
admiration of Roman virtue, that he attempts to make 
an apology for their conduct towards unhappy Car¬ 
thage, at the commencement of the third and last Pu¬ 
nic war—a conduct which every man imbued with 
sentiments of equity and justice, must and will con¬ 
demn, and that in the most unqualified terms. In 
describing the Lacedaemonian manners and charac¬ 
ter, he acts the part of a partial eulogist. lie tells 
their virtues, but is silent on their faults. He^ives 
only one side of the picture*? The character of Cyrus 
is completely overcharged with praise, and he takes 
every w r ord of Xenophon for gospel. His work, how¬ 
ever, with all these defects, is a very popular and 
very useful performance: and has been the happy 
mean of awakening that latent curiosity in the minds 
of the young which is absolutely necessary for mental 
or moral improvement. It has induced many to read 
who otherwise, perhaps, would never have turned 
their attention that way. It must also be remember¬ 
ed, that he lived at a time when the knowledge of 
historical composition was but in its infancy; and 
that he had the merit of paving the way for the ap¬ 
pearance of that very learned and laborious, though 
unequal work, the Ancient Universal History. His 
writings attracted the notice of the great, from whom 
he received many flattering tokens of regard, as the 
Prince Royal of Prussia, afterwards Frederick II. 
Queen Anne of England, and the Regent Duke of 
Orleans. 

In his old age, Rollin softened its pressure by in¬ 
nocent convivial pleasures. Then, more freely than 
before,he yielded to those numerous invitations with 
which his society was courted. He dined abroad 
almost daily with his friends, except Sundays and 
festivals. On these occasions he always endeavored 
to have his conversation seasoned with salt, that it 
might be useful to instruct parents by his experi¬ 
enced counsels, and encourage the young by his ten¬ 
derness, and improve them by kind but well season¬ 
ed interrogations. He was sixty years of age before 
he ventured to write in his native language, and 
seventy when he commenced his Ancient History; 
and at the advanced period of seventy-five, he un¬ 
dertook a new work. This was the Roman History, 
from the foundation of Rome to the battle of Actium; 
the first volume of which was published with the . 
last of his Ancient History. It appears that he hes- * 
itated for some time whether, at so advanced an age, 
he should commence so arduous a work—a period 
which he deemed more proper to be devoted to the 
studies and the practice of religion. But at length 
he was induced,by the advice of his friends, to com¬ 
mence it, as it would be advantageous to youth, and 
which, therefore, could not fail of being acceptable 
to his Creator. He finished half of this intended 
performance. It does not, however,possess the merit 
of its predecessors. It is comparatively a dull and 
uninteresting performance; and bears the evident 
symptoms ol old age, from that excessive proneness 
to moralize which it betrays on almost every occa¬ 
sion. While he merely performs the dry and unin- 
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teresting part of an annalist, he dwells with fond 
garrulity on those events which furnished matter of 
serious reflection to his burdened mind. It is great¬ 
ly inferior to the similar works of a Hooke and a 
Ferguson. Its chief excellence consists in giving to 
a French reader an elegant translation of some of 
Livy’s finest passages. Crevier, his pupil, continued 
the history from the ninth to the sixteenth volume; 
and however little praise Rollings part of the work 
deserves, Crevier’s deserves still less. 

Our pious author was now drawing nigh the close 
of his useful career. He had spent his days in virtue 
and honor, and their termination was peace. In his 
last illness, which though fatal, was short, when the 
last sacraments were administered to him, his sur¬ 
rounding friends and pupils were overwhelmed with 
grief and drowned in tears. The good man, elated 
with Christian hope—that anchor of the renewed 
soul, which catches hold of that within the veil, 
whither our Great Forerunner has for us entered,— 
and joyously anticipating that abundant entrance 
which would be ministered to his departing spirit 
into the kingdom of God, reproved their lamenta¬ 
tions, by declaring that no tears should be shed for 
him, and that his last day was to him and them a fes¬ 
tival. Supported in the agonies of his dissolving 
frame by such holy sentiments, he expired in joy, 
and died in faith, in the eighty-first year of his age. 
His funeral was attended by the members of that 
university over which as rector he had twice pre¬ 
sided; but he was denied the customary honors of 
an Eloge pronounced by a public discourse, for no 
other reason than because he was a Jansenist. Such 
detestable bigotry, such rancorous intolerance which 
pursued this eminently pious, learned and useful 
man, even to his last obsequies, cannot but excite 
the strongest indignation in the mind of every read¬ 
er acquainted with his character and writings. He 
was accused of concealing in his humble mansion a 
press, whence issued anonymous pamphlets. The 
informations ag-ainst him were so positive and urgent, 
that Cardinal Fleury, the Premier, was obliged to 
order the police to examine his house, and the search 
was as rigorous as the accusation had been malicious 
and groundless. Thus, in life and death, this good 
man was the victim of Jesuitical hate; and it is mat¬ 
ter of grief and lamentation to every benevolent 
mind—every breast that throbs with compassion for 
human wo, that such a detestable, such an inhuman, 
unrelenting order, has been again re-established by 
papal authority; and that the souls and the consci¬ 
ences of the French people are to be henceforth in the 
keeping of the Jesuits. It is one of those bitter fruits 
which spruug from the restoration of the Bourbon 
family to the throne of France. Louis XVI., the best 
and yet the most unfortunate of that worthless fami¬ 
ly, endeavored to cancel the injustice which had 
been done Rollin, and ordered a statue to be erected 
to his memory, among those of the most illustrious 
men of France. Public monuments are but a poor 
recompense to the persecuted dead, who are now 
beyontl either the love or the hatred, the praise or 
the censure, of man. This, however, is all that pos¬ 
terity can do to repair the injustice, the cruelty, the 
irreligious hate of generations that are past. The 
vengeance due to such persecutors is with that God 
to whom it belongs; and who will one day be re¬ 
vealed in flaming lire, to award that just retribution 
which such deeds deserved, and do ample justice to 
those worthies, which was denied them by their con¬ 
temporaries, and that openly in the view of angels 
and of men. 

In Rollin’s character, learning was ennobled by 
virtue, and virtue elevated by piety. His piety was 
not affected—was not the homage that vice pays to 
virtue, but that of an honest and ardent mind. He 
lived in what is termed the Augustan age of French 
literature— the age of Louis XIV — so much extolled 
by V.dt ire. and was contemporaneous with her most 
cole’, r lev! literary characters. Although not enti¬ 
tled to tl.e fitxt rank am mg the writers of his own 
country; yet his attainments were gre -t—his talents 
respectable — his learning extensive—and Lis taste 
V ••.. 1 


urified by the models of classical antiquity. It may 
e affirmed, that his virtues were of the first order; 
and what blemishes were in las character, were as 
small spots in a luminous body\ nidi in pulcherrimo 
corpore. Depressed by an obscure birth and an hum¬ 
ble fortune, Rollin had to overcome many difficul¬ 
ties, ere he could obtain the most eminent situations 
in learning. Compelled to rely on his own resources, 
having no friends but those whom his exemplary 
conduct and supeiior talents conciliated, he rose 
solely by his own merit. When this was rewarded 
by success, perhaps superior to his ambition, it made 
no visible change in his mind, which seemed as hum¬ 
ble.as if he had remained in his original obscurity. 
He was never ashamed of his humbie birth, nor his 
pristine low condition; but, on the contrary, gave 
notoriety to it by his own pen; and in a Latin epi¬ 
gram reminds one of his friends, that he took his 
flight from the caves of iEtna to the summit of Pin- 
dus. 

Doctlssimo viro N. Bosquillon cam ei cultcllum in xenia 
mitteret. 

iEtna Urec non Findus tibi mittit munera, morem 
Cyclopes Musis prsccipueru mum. 

Translation .Etrtxus me I'intli in eulmina abantris, 

IJic te, si nese.is, cuiter, amice, docct. 

When caressed b}- the most illustrious persons in 
Europe, he still lived in a style as unostentatious and 
simple, as that of the plainest citizen. His house 
was so small, that it could sometimes with difficult}' 
contain the numerous visitants who flocked to him. 
Splendour and parade were wearisome to him. 
When compelled by courtesy to be present at those 
entertainments, which had no attraction but the lux- 
ur}' of the repast and the rank of the guests, he al¬ 
ways returned home dissatisfied. “These dinners 
(he would complain,) when cne does nothing but 
dine, fatigue me; I reckon such days lost.” He pre¬ 
ferred the tables of virtuous citizens, who were zeal¬ 
ous for the education of their children. With them 
he had always an opportunity to discharge his duty. 
“These fhe would say) are my dukes and peers.” 
Disinterestedness was a principal feature in his char¬ 
acter; and from this noble principle, and not from 
unavoidable poverty, arose his moderation. He had 
many opportunities of making a fortune, all of which 
he magnanimously declined or rejected. He never 
availed himself of his intercourse with the great, 
for the purpose of self-aggrandizement, though his 
income, at the time of his greatest prosperity, was 
scarcely 3,000 livres annuall}', or -Cl25 sttrling—a 
sum hardly equal to one-seventh of the salary of the. 
principalship of one of our Scottish universities. He. 
relinquished those profits, which would have been 
only the just remuneration of his study and labors; 
for the sole stipulation which he made with the 
bookseller who published his works, was, that lie 
might be allowed to indemnify him, if be should 
happen to incur any loss. After he had quitted the 
college of Beauvais, his friend and protector, the 
president of Mesnies, secretly solicited for him a 
pension upon an ecclesiastical benefice. "When he 
was on the point of obtaining his request, he sent 
for Rollin to communicate the intelligence, which 
(as he thought; would be joyfully received. But 
our author having heard the proposal, exclaimed 
with surprise, “A pension, r.n Lord, for me I "Why, 
what service have I done, or rendered the church, 
that I should possess ecclesiastical revenues'?” The 
president reminded him, that the Christian educa¬ 
tion which lie had given to so many youths was a 
service rendered to the church as well as the state; 
and urged him, as he was far from being rich, to 
accept the assistance which was ottered. “My Lord, 
(replied Rollin,) 1 am richer than the king;” and 
firmly persisted in rejecting property to which he 
thought none but churchmen entitled. 

Though straitened in circumstances, Rollinis com¬ 
mended for great liberality and beneficence. He as¬ 
sisted with bis purse the scholars whom be intended 
for professors; and who were too inc igent to defray 
the entire expenses attendant on tlicir education. 
Every month his servant distributed ala.s to a con* 
ii 2 
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fiiderable amount. On one occasion,being informed 
of an increase on the price of bread, he wrote to his 
faithful domestic from the Chateau d’Asfeld: “You 
must double the ordinary distribution for the last 
month and for this: you must even make it triple, 
if you think it necessary. Do not be afraid of‘im¬ 
poverishing me by giving too much. It is laying 
out my money at great interest.” 

In devotion Rollin was rigid and even supersti¬ 
tious. During the time of the popular fanaticism 
respecting the Abbe Paris, he was to be seen praying 
at the tomb of the pious deacon. He said his brevi¬ 
ary with the most punctual regularity. He heard 
mass every day, and always received the sacraments 
on Sundays. He cherished a singular devotion for 
the Virgin Mary; and on the days consecrated to 
her worship, he usually went to the church of No¬ 
tre Dame, or our Lady, where he heard mass, com¬ 
municated, and passed part of the morning in pray¬ 
ers. Every year, if he was at Paris in the month 
of October, he made on foot the pilgrimage of St. 
Dennis, during the festival of the apostle of France. 
He visited also annually his parish church of St. 
John en Greve, to renew his baptismal vows at the 


sacred font. It was a practice which he commenced 
when he was principal, and afterwards continued 
till his death, to pray daily to the Infant Jesus 
Christ for the young—to the Virgin Mary for mo¬ 
thers—and to St. Joseph for fathers and mothers. 
During lent he practised great austerities, and ob¬ 
served the discipline of the primitive church. Such 
is the picture wnich has been drawn of Rollin’s de¬ 
votion. It is impossible not to regret that so much 
superstition and credulity should have prevailed in 
his character, and been displayed in his conduct. 
But it is impossible to calculate the influence which 
education, and religion which constantly acts upon 
the senses, may have upon the human mind; and 
how prone the most vigorous understandings are to 
believe the grossest absurdities, and indulge in the 
most foolish superstitions and gloomy austerities. 
What shall we say when such a man as the profound 
Pascal believed that most absurd of all absurdities, 
Transubstantiation? But, alas! alas! poor human 
nature! While we smile at Rollings superstitions, 
and shun his errors, let us imitate that piety and 
those benevolent virtues which rendered him be. 
loved and esteemed. 
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PREFACE 


THE USEFULNESS OF PROFANE HISTORY, ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO 

RELIGION. 


The study of profane history would 
What is to be little deserve to have a serious atten- 
observed mhis- t j oni anc [ a considerable length of 
the^event^and tinle bestowed upon it, if it were con- 
chronology. fined to the bare knowledge of ancient 

transactions, and an uninteresting in¬ 
quiry into the eras when each of them happened. 
It little concerns us to know, that there were once 
such men as Alexander, Csesar, Aristides, or Cato, 
and that they lived in this or that period; that the 
empire of the Assyrians made way for that of the 
Babylonians, and the latter for the empire of the 
IMedesand Persians, who were themselves subjected 
by the Macedonians, as these were afterwards by 
the Remans. 

2. The causes But it highly concerns us to know, 
of the rise and by what" methods those empires were 
fall of empires, founded; by what steps they rose to 
that exalted pitch of grandeur which we *so much 
admire; what it was that constituted their true glo¬ 
ry and felicity; and what were the causes of their 
declension and fall. 

2. The trenius ** 13 °f no * ess im P orta nce t0 study 
and character attentively the manners of different 
of nations, and nations; their genius, laws, and cus- 
cf the great toms; and especially to acquaint our- 
personsthut go- selves with the character and dispo- 
verned them. sition, the talents, virtues, and even 
vices, of those by whom they were governed; and 
whose gbod or bad qualities contributed to the 
grandeur or decay of the states over which they 
presided. 

Such are the great objects which ancient history 
presents; causing to pass, as it were, in review be¬ 
fore us, all the kingdoms and empires of the w*orld; 
and at the same time, all the great men who were 
any ways conspicuous; thereby instructing us, by 
example rather than precept, in the arts of empire 
and war, the principles of government, the rules of 
policy, the maxims of civil society, and the conduct 
of life that suits all ages and conditions. 

3. The origin We acquire, at the same time, an- 

and progress of other knowledge, which cannot but 
arts and scien- excite the attention of all persons 
CCi5 * who have a taste and inclination for 

polite learning; I mean the manner in which arts 
and sciences were invented, cultivated and improved. 
We there discover and trace as it were with the eye, 
their origin and progress; and perceive, with admi¬ 
ration, that the nearer we approach those countries 
which were once inhabited by the sons of Noah, in 
the greater perfection we find the arts and sciences; 
whereas they seem to be either neglected or for¬ 
gotten, in proportion to the remoteness of nations 
trom them; so that, when men attempted to revive 
those arts and sciences, they were obliged to go 
back to the source from whence they originally 
flowed. 

I give only a transient view of these objects, 
though so very important, in this place, because I 
have already treated them at some length else¬ 
where. 1 


But another object of infinitely 4. Theeonneo 
greater importance, claims our at- tion between 
tention. For although profane bis- sacred and pro- 
tory treats only of nations who had vl 

imbibed all the absurdities of a su- observed? 
perstitious worship: and abandoned 
themselves to all the irregularities of which human 
nature, after the fall of the first man, became capa¬ 
ble; it nevertheless proclaims universally the great¬ 
ness of the Almighty, his power, his justice, and 
above all, the admirable wisdom with which hi3 
providence governs the universe. 

If the inherent 2 conviction of this last truth raised, 
according to Cicero’s observation, the Romans above 
all other nations; we may, in like manner, affirm, 
that nothing gives history a greater superiority to 
many branches of literature, than to see in a manner 
imprinted, in almost every page of it, the precious 
footsteps and shining proofs of this great truth, viz. 
that God disposes all events as supreme Lord and 
Sovereign; that He alone determines the fate of 
kings and the duration of empires; and that he 
transfers the government of kingdoms from one na¬ 
tion to another 3 because of the unrighteous dealings 
and wickedness committed therein. 


It must be confessed, that if we God took a more 
compare the attentive, beneficent, immediate care 
and evident manner in w’hich the Al- of his own peo- 
raighty presided anciently over his P Ie ‘ 
people, with that which appeared in his governing 
all other nations of the earth, one would be apt to 
conclude, that the latter were foreign and indifferent 
to him. God looked upon the holy nation as his 
own domain and inheritance; he resided in the 
midst of it, like a master in his house, and as a father 
in his family. Israel was his son, his first-born. He 
had made it his delight to form him from his infancy, 
and to instruct him in person. He imparted himself 
to him by his oracles; appointed miraculous mento 
be his governors; and displayed the amazing won¬ 
ders of his power in his protection. Who could 
forbear, at tne sight of so many glorious privileges, 
to cry aloud with the prophet, “Judah is his sanc¬ 
tuary, and Israel his dominion,” 4 Solummodo ibi 
magnificus est Dominus noster. Nevertheless*this 

But, at the game 
time, did not ne- 
gleei other na- 

. . . tions. 

though concealed behind the veil of 
ordinary events, and such a conduct and govern¬ 
ment as was merely human, was not therefore less 
real or divine; “the earth is the Lord’s, and the ful¬ 
ness thereof,” says the prophet, “the world and they 
that dwell therein.” 5 


GocI, although forgot by the nations, 
and seemingly forgetting them, al¬ 
ways retained and exercised his su¬ 
preme power over them, which, 


It would be an error highly injurious to the Al¬ 
mighty, to suppose him the master only of one fam¬ 
ily, and not of all the nations of the world. 


a Pietate ac religionc, atque h&c unft sapientiA quod doo 

rum immnrtalium numinc omnia regi gub*'rnarique perspex 
imus, omnee genlcs nationesque superavimus. Orat. dp 
.di-usp. resp. n. 19. 

3 Ecelus. x. 8. 


» Vol. iii. and iv. Of the method of teaching and studying 
the Belles Lcttrc$ % &cc. 


* Isa. xxxiii. 21. 


« Psal. xxiii. 1. 
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He presided at We discover this important truth 
the ^dispersion in going- back to the most remote an- 
ofmen after the tiquity, and the origin of profane 
flood. history; I mean, to the dispersion of 

the posterity of Noah into the several countries of 
the earth where they settled. Liberty, chance, 
views of interest, a love for certain countries, and 
similar motives, were, in outward appearance, the 
only causes of the difl'erent choice which men made 
in these various migrations. But the Scriptures in¬ 
form us, that amidst the trouble and confusion that 
followed the sudden change in the language of No- 
ah’s descendants, God presided invisibly over all 
their councils and deliberations; that nothing was 
transacted but by the Almighty’s appointment; and 
that he alone guided 1 and settled all mankind, agree¬ 
ably to the dictates of his mercy and justice: “The 
Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the 
face of all the earth.” 2 

It is true, indeed, that God, even in those early 
ages, had a peculiar regard for that people, whom 
he was one day to consider as his own. He pointed 
out the country which he designed for them; he 
caused it to be possessed by another laborious na¬ 
tion, who applied themselves to cultivate and adorn 
it; and to improve the future inheritance of the Is¬ 
raelites. He then fixed, in that country, the like 
number of families, as were to be settled in it, when 
the sons of Israel should, at the appointed time, take 
possession of it; and did not sutler any of the na¬ 
tions, which were not subject to the curse pro¬ 
nounced by Noah against Canaan, to enter upon an 
inheritance that was to be given’up entirely to the 
Israelites. Quando dividtbai Altissimus genics, 
quando separabat Jilios Adam, consiiiuit terminos 
populorumjuzianwnernm JUiorumIsrael. 3 But this 
peculiar regard of God to his future people, does 
not interfere with that which he had for the rest of 
the nations of the earth, as is evident from the many 
passages of Scripture, which teach us, that the en¬ 
tire succession of ages is present to Him; that no¬ 
thing is transacted in the whole universe, but by 
His appointment; and that He directs the several 
events of it from age to age. Tu cs Deus conspec- 
tor scculorum. A seculo usqvc in scculum respicis.* 
We must therefore consider, as an 
fixed the* fee indisputoble principle and as the 
of all empires, basis anc * foundation ot the study of 
both with res’ profane history, that the providence 
pect to his own of the Almighty has, from all eterni- 
people, and the ty, appointed the establishment, du- 
reignofhisSon. ra tion,and destruction, of kingdoms 
and empires, as well in regard to the general plan 
of the whole universe, known only to God, who con¬ 
stitutes the order and wonderful harmony of its sev¬ 
eral parts, as particularly with respect to the people 
of Israel, and still more with regard to the Messiah, 
and the establishment of the Church, which is his 
great work, the end and design of all his other 
works, and ever present to his sight; Nolum u sc- 
culo est Domino opus sanm . 5 

God has vouchsafed to discover to us, in Holy 
Scripture, a part of the relation of the several na¬ 
tions of the earth to his own people; and the little 
go discovered, diffuses great light over the history 
of those nations, of whom we shall have but a very 
imperfect idea, unless we have recourse to the in¬ 
spired writers. They alone display, and bring to 
light, the secret thoughts of princes, their incoher¬ 
ent projects, their foolish pride, their impious and 
cruel ambition: they reveal the true causes and hid- 


t The ancients themselves, according to Pindar, ( Olymp. 
Od. vii.) had retained some idea, that the dispersion of men 
was not the effect of chance, hut that they had been settled 
in different countries by the appointment of Providence, 
a Gen. xi. 8, 9. ... 

a “When the Most High divided to the nations their in¬ 
heritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the 
bounds of the people according to the number of the children 
of Isra 4,” (whom he had in view.) This is one of the inter¬ 
pretations given to this passage. Vide Bp. Mant's Bible. 
I)eut. xxxii. 8. 

* Ecolus. xxxvi. 17. xxxix. 19. 6 Acts xv. IS. 


den springs of victories and overthrows; of the 
grandeur and declension of nations; the rise and 
ruin of states; and teach us, what indeed is the 
principal benefit to be derived from history, the 
judgment which the Almighty forms both of princes 
and empires, and consequently what idea we our¬ 
selves ought to entertain of them. 

Not to mention Egypt, that served „ , . 

at first as the cradle (if I may be al- Powerful lungs 
lowed the expression) of the holy ^ pr0 ° 

nation; and which afterward was a tect Israel, 
severe prison, and a fiery furnace to 
it, 6 and, at last, the scene of the most astonishing 
miracles that God ever wrought in favor of Israel; 
not to mention, 1 say, Egypt, the. mighty empires 
of Nineveh and Babylon furnish a thousand proofs 
of the truth here advanced. 

Their most powerful monarchs, Tiglath-Pileser, 
Shalmaneser, Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, and 
many more, were, in God’s hand, as so many instru¬ 
ments, which he employed to punish the transgres¬ 
sions of his people. “He lilted up an ensign to the 
nations from far, and hissed unto them from the end 
of the earth, to come and receive his orders.” 7 He 
himself put the sword into their hands, and appoin¬ 
ted their inarches daily. He breathed courage and 
ardor into their soldiers; made their armies inde¬ 
fatigable in labor, and invincible in battle; and 
spread terror and consternation wherever they di¬ 
rected their steps. 

The rapidity of their conquests ought to have 
enabled them to discern the invisible hand which 
conducted them. But, says one of these kings 8 in 
the name of the rest, “By the strength of iny hand 
I have done it, and by my wisdom; for I am pru¬ 
dent: and 1 have removed the bounds of the people, 
and have robbed their treasures, and I have put 
clown the inhabitants like a valiant man. And my 
hand hath found as a nest the riches of the people: 
and as one gathercth eggs that are left, have 1 gath¬ 
ered all the earth; and there was none that moved 
the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped.” 9 

But this monarch, so august and wise in bis own 
eye, how did he appear in that of the Almighty? 
Only as a subaltern agent, a servant sent by his mas¬ 
ter: “The rod of his anger, and the stall* in his 
hand.” 10 God’s design was to chastise, not to ex¬ 
tirpate, his children. But Sennacherib “had it in 
his heart to destroy and cut ofi all nations.” 11 What 
then will be the issue of this kind of contest between 
the designs of Gocl, and those of this prince? At the 
time that he fancied himself already possessed of 
Jerusalem, the Lord, with a single blast, disperses 
•all his proud hopes; destroys, in one night, a hun¬ 
dred four score and five thousand of his forces; 12 
and putting “a hook in his nose, and a bridle in his 
lips,” 13 (as though he had been a wild beast,) he 
leads him back to his ow n dominions, covered with 
infamy, through the midst of those nations, who, 
but a little before, had beheld him in all his pride 
and haughtiness. 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, appears still 
more visibly governed by a Providence, to which he 
himself is au entire stranger, but which preside* 
over all his deliberations, and determines all his 
actions. 

Being come at the head of his army to two high¬ 
ways, the one of which led to Jerusalem, and the 
other to llabbath, the chief city of the Ammonites, 
this king, not knowing which of them it would be 
best for him to strike into, debates for some time 
with himself, and at last casts lots. God makes the 
lot fall on Jerusalem, to fulfil the menaces he had 


s I will bring you out from under the burdens of tho 
Egyptians, and will rid you out of their bondage.” Exod. vi. 
6. “Out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt.” Deut. iv. 20. 
i Isa. v. 29' — 30. x. 28—34. xiii. 4,5. 8 Sennacherib, 

s La. x 13,14. i°Isa.x. 5. »» Ibid. ver. 7. lb. ver. 12. 
is “because thy rage against me anil thy tumult is eomo 
up into mine ears, therefore I will put iny hook in thy nose, 
and iny bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee bad: by tho 
way by which thou cainesl." 2 Kings xix. 28. 
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E ronounced against that eity, viz. to destroy it, to 
urn the temple, and lead its inhabitants into cap¬ 
tivity. t 

One would imagine, at first sight, that this king 
had been prompted to besiege Tyre, merely from a 
olitical view, viz. that he might not leave behind 
iin so powerful and well-fortihed a city; neverthe¬ 
less, a superior will had decreed the siege of Tyre. 2 
God designed, on one side, to humble the pride of 
Ithobal its king, who fancying himself wiser than 
Daniel, whose lame was spread over the whole east; 
and ascribing entirely to his rare and uncommon 
prudence the extent of his dominions, and the great* * 
ness of his riches, persuaded himself that he was 
“a god,and sat in the seat of God.” 3 On the other 
side, he also designed to chastise the luxury, the 
voluptuousness, and the pride, of those haughty 
merchants, who thought themselves kings of the sea, 
and sovereigns over crowned heads; and especially, 
that inhuman joy of the Tyrians, who looked upon 
the-fall of Jerusalem (the rival of Tyre) as their own 
aggrandizement. These were the motives which 
prompted God himself to lead Nebuchadnezzar to 
Tyre; and to make him execute, though unknow¬ 
ingly, his commands. Idcirco ecce EGo ADDUCAM 
ad Tyrum JVabuchodonosor. 

To 4 recompense this monarch, whose army the 
Almighty had caused “to serve a great service 
against Tyre”5 (these are God’s own words;) and 
to compensate the Babylonish troops for the griev¬ 
ous toils they had sustained during thirteen years’ 
siege; “I will give,” saith the Lord God, “the land 
of Egypt unto Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon; 
and he shall take her multitude, and take her spoil, 
and take her prey, and it shall be the wages for his 
army.” 6 

The same Nebuchadnezzar,? eager to immortalize 
his name by the grandeur of his exploits, was deter¬ 
mined to heighten the glory of his conquests by his 
splendour and magnificence, in embellishing the 
capital of his empire with pompous edifices, and the 
most sumptuous ornaments. But whilst a set of 
adulating courtiers, on whom he lavished the high¬ 
est honors and immense riches, make all places re¬ 
sound with his name, an august senate of watchful 
spirits is formed, who weigh, in the balance of truth, 
the actions of kings, and pronounce upon them a 
sentence from which there lies no appeal. The king 
of Babylon is cited before this tribunal, in which 
there presides the Supreme Judge, who, to a vigi¬ 
lance which nothing can elude, adds a holiness that 
will not allow of the least irregularity. Vigil ct 
sanctus . In this tribunal all Nebuchadnezzar's ac¬ 
tions, which were the admiration and wonder of the 
public, are examined with rigor; and a search is 
made into the inward recesses of his heart, to dis¬ 
cover his most hidden thoughts. How will this for¬ 
midable inquiry end] At the instant that Nebu¬ 
chadnezzar, walking in his palace, and revolving, 
with a secret complacency, his exploits, his grand¬ 
eur, and magnificence, is saying to himself, “Is not 
this great Babylon that I built far the house of the 
kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the 
honor of my majesty'?” 8 in this very instant, when, 
by vainly flattering himself that he held his power 
and kingdom from himself alone, he usurped the 
seat of the Almighty; a voice from heaven pro¬ 
nounces his sentence, and declares to him, that “his 
kingdom was departed from him, that he should be 
driven from men, and his dwelling be with the beasts 
of the field, until he knew that the Most High ruled 
in the kingdoms of men, and gave them to whomso¬ 
ever he would.” 9 

This tribunal, which is for ever assembled, though 
invisible to mortal eyes, pronounced the like sen¬ 
tence on those famous conquerors, on those heroes 


t Ezek. xxi. 19—23. * Chap. xxvi. xxvii. xxviii. 

* Chap, xxviii. 2. 

* This incident is related more at large in the history of 
the Egyptians, under the reign of Amasis. 

* Ezek. xxix. 18. 20. ’ Ibid. ver. 19. t Dan. iv. 1—34. 

* Dan. iv. 30. Ibid. ver. 31, 32. 


of the pagan world, who, like Nebuchadnezzar, con¬ 
sidered themselves as the sole authors of their ex¬ 
alted fortune; as independent on authority of every 
kind, and as not holding of a superior power. 

As God appointed some princes to be the instru¬ 
ments of his vengeance, he made others the dispens¬ 
ers of his goodness. He ordained Cyrus to be the de¬ 
liverer ot his people; and, to enable him to support 
with dignity so glorious a function, he enduea him 
with all the qualities which constitute the greatest 
captains and princes: and caused that excellent 
education to be given him, which the heathens so 
much admired, though they neither knew the Author 
nor true cause of it. 

We see in profane history the extent and swift¬ 
ness of his conquests, the intrepidity of his courage, 
the wisdom of his views and designs; his greatness 
of soul, his noble generosity; his truly paternal af¬ 
fection for his subjects; and, on their part, the grate¬ 
ful returns of love and tenderness, which made them 
consider him rather as their protector and father, 
than as their lord and sovereign. We find, I say, 
all these particulars in profane history; but we do 
not perceive the secret principle of so many exalted 
qualities, nor the hidden spring which set them in 
motion. 

But Isaiah discloses them, and delivers himself in 
words suitable to the greatness and majesty of the 
God who inspired him. He 10 represents this all- 
powerfill God of armies as leading Cyrus by the 
hand, inarching before him, conducting him from 
city to city, and from province to province; “sub¬ 
duing nations before him, loosing the loins of kings, 
breaking in pieces gates of brass, cutting in sunder 
the bars of iron,” throwing down the walls and bul¬ 
warks of cities, and putting him in possession “of 
the treasures of darkness, and the hidden riches of 
secret places.” 

The prophet also tells us the cause and motive of 
all these wonderful events. 11 It was in order to 
punish Babylon, and to deliver Judah, that the Al¬ 
mighty conducts Cyrus, step by step, and gives suc¬ 
cess to all his enterprises. “I have raised him up 
in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways.—For 
Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine elect.” 12 
But this prince is so blind and ungrateful, that he 
does not know his master, nor remember his bene¬ 
factor. “1 have surnamed thee, though thou hast 
not known me.—I girded thee, though thou hast not 
known me.” 13 

Men seldom form to themselves a ^ fine i mage 
right judgment of true glory, and the 0 f the regal of* 
duties essential to regal power. The fice. 

Scripture alone gives us a just idea 
of them, and this it does in a wonderful manner, un¬ 
der the image of a very large and strong tree, whose 
top reaches to heaven, and whose branches extend 
to the extremities of the earth. 14 As its foliage is 
very abundant, and it is bowed down with fruit, it 
constitutes the ornament and felicity of the plains 
around it. It supplies a grateful shade, and a secure 
retreat to beasts of every kind: animals, both wild 
and tame, are safely lodged beneath it, the birds of 
heaven dwell in its branches, and it supplies food to 
all living creatures. 

Can there be a more just or more instructive idea 
of the kingly office, whose true grandeur and solid 
glory does not consist in that splendor, pomp, and 
magnificence, which surround it; nor in that reve¬ 
rence and exterior homage which are paid to it by 
subjects, and which are justly due to it; but in the 


w “Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose 
right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him ; and 
I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two¬ 
leaved gates, and the gates shall not be shut: 

“I will go before thee, and make the crooked plac«3 
straight: will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut m 
sunder the bars of iron: 

“And I will give thee the treasures of darkness, and hid¬ 
den riches of secret places, that thou mayest know, that I 
the Lord which call thee by thy name, am the God of Is¬ 
rael.” Isa. xlv. 1—3, “ Isa. xlv. 13, 14. 

Chap. xlv. 13,14. 1 3 Ibid. ver. 4,5. 1 * Dan. iv. 10,11. 
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real services and solid advantages it procures to 
nations, whose support, defence, security, and asy¬ 
lum, it forms (both from its nature and institution,) 
at the same time that it is the fruitful source of 
blessings of every kind; especially with regard to 
the poor and weak, who ought to find, beneath the 
shade and protection of royalty, a sweet peace and 
tranquillity not to be interrupted or disturbed; 
whilst the monarch himself sacrifices his ease, and 
experiences alone those storms and tempests from 
which he shelters all others? 

I think that I observe this noble image, and the 
execution of this great plan (religion only excepted) 
realized in the government of Cyrus, of which Xeno¬ 
phon has given us a picture, in his beautiful preface 
to the history of that prince. He has there speci¬ 
fied a great number of nations, which, though sepa¬ 
rated from each other by vast tracts of country, and 
still more widely by the diversity of their manners, 
customs, and language, were however all united, by 
the same sentiments of esteem, reverence, and love, 
for a prince, whose government they wished, if pos¬ 
sible, to have continued forever, so much happiness 
aud tranquillity did they enjoy under it. 1 
.. .. - To this amiable and salutary gov- 

the^ conquerors *jT ient ’ oppose the ideawhich 
of antiquity. ^ sat ‘ rccl writings give us of those 
monarchs and conquerors so much 
boasted by antiquity, who, instead of making the 
happiness of mankind the sole object of their care, 
were prompted by no other motives than those of 
interest and ambition. The Holy Spirit represents 
them under the symbols of monsters generated from 
the agitation of the sea, from the tumult, confusion, 
and dashing of the waves one against the other; and 
under the image of cruel wild beasts, which spread 
terror and desolation universally, and are for ever 
gorging themselves with blood and slaughter; bears, 
lions, tigers, and leopards. 2 How strong and ex¬ 
pressive is this coloring! 

Nevertheless, it is often from such destructive 
models, that the rules and maxims of the education 

g enerally bestowed on the children of the great are 
orrowed; and it is these ravagers of nations, these 
scourges of mankind, they propose to make them 
resemble. By inspiring them with the sentiments 
of a boundless ambition, and the love of false glory, 
they become (to borrow an expression from Scrip¬ 
ture) “young lions; they learn to catch the prey, 
and devour men—to lay waste cities, to turn lands 
and their fulness into desolation by the noise of their 
roaring.” 3 And when this young lion is grown up, 
God tells us, that the noise of his exploits, and the 
renown of his victories, are nothing out a frightful 
roaring, which fills all places with terror and deso¬ 
lation. 

The examples I have hitherto mentioned, extract¬ 
ed from the history of the Egyptians, Assyrians, 
Babylonians, and Persians, prove sufficiently the 
supreme power exercised by God over all empires; 
and the relation he has thought fit to establish be¬ 
tween the rest of the nations of the earth and his 
own peculiar people. The same truth appears as 
conspicuously under the kings of Syria and Egypt, 
successors of Alexander the Great; between whose 
history, and that of the Jews under the Maccabees, 
every body knows the close connexion. 

To these incidents I cannot forbear adding an¬ 
other, which, though universally known, is not 
therefore the less remarkable; I mean the taking of 
Jerusalem by Titus. When he had entered that 
city, and viewed all the fortifications of it, this 
prince, though a heathen, owned the all-powerful 
arm of the God of Israel; and, in a rapture of ad¬ 
miration, cried out, “It is manifest that tne Almighty 
has fought for us, and has driven the Jews from those 
towers; since neither the utmost human force, nor 
that of all the engines iu the world, could have ef¬ 
fected it.” 4 


1 STTtSvfllXV tfiSxKStV TOlTXVTStV TOO J’TXl'TMC MUTcfl 

jxi, outTTt uit rt\ xv too y v, ct^ioov xujStpvct 

a Dan vii. a Ezek. xix. 3.7. 4 Joseph. 1. iii. c. 46. 


Besides the visible and sensible G od has always 
connexion ol sacred and protane Ins- disposed ol 
tory, there is another more secret human events, 
and more distinct relation with re- with relation to 
spect to the Messiah, for whose com- Bie reign of the 
ing the Almighty, whose work was Messiah, 
ever present to his sight, prepared mankind from 
far, even by the state of ignorance and dissoluteness 
in which lie suffered them to be immersed during 
tour thousand years. It was to make mankind sensi¬ 
ble of the necessity of our having a Mediator, that 
God permitted the nations to walk after their own 
ways; while neither the light of reason, northe dic¬ 
tates of philosophy, could dispel the clouds of error, 
or reform their depraved inclinations. 

When we take a view of the grandeur of empires, 
the majesty of princes, the glorious actions of great 
men, the order of civil societies, and the harmony 
of the different members of which they are com¬ 
posed, the wisdom of legislators, and the learning 
of philosophers, the earth seems to exhibit nothing 
to the eye of man but what is great and resplendent; 
nevertheless, in the eye of God it was equally barren 
and uncultivated, as at the first instant of the crea¬ 
tion. “The earth was without form and void.” 5 
This is saying but little; it was wholly polluted and 
impure (the reader will observe that I speak here 
of the heathens,) and appeared, to God, only as the 
haunt and retreat of ungrateful and perfidious men, 
as it did at the time of the tlood. “The earth was 
corrupt before God,and was filled with violence.” 6 

^Nevertheless, the Sovereign Arbiter of the uni¬ 
verse, who, pursuant to the dictates of his wisdom, 
dispenses both light and darkness, and knows how 
to check the impetuous torrent of human passions, 
would not permit mankind, though abandoned to the 
utmost corruptions, to degenerate into absolute bar¬ 
barity, and brutalize themselves, in a manner, by the 
extinction of the first principles of the law of nature, 
as is seen in several savage nations. Such an obstacle 
would have too much retarded the rapid progress, 
promised by him to the first preachers oi'the doctrine 
of his Son. 

He darted from far, into the minds of men, the 
rays of several great truths, to dispose them for the 
reception of others more important. He prepared 
them for the instructions of the gospel, by those of 
philosophers; and it was with this view that God 
permitted the heathen professors to examine, in their 
schools, several questions, and establish several prin¬ 
ciples, which are nearly allied to religion; and to 
engage the attention of mankind, by the brilliancy 
of their disputations. It is well known, that the 
philosophers inculcate in every part of their writings 
the existence of a God, the necessit) r of a Provi¬ 
dence that presides over the government of the 
world, the immortality of the soul, the ultimate end 
of man, the reward of the good and punishment of 
the wicked, the nature of those duties which con¬ 
stitute the band of society, the character of the vir 
tues that are the basis of morality, as prudence, 
justice, fortitude, temperance, and other similar 
truths, which, though incapable of guiding men to 
righteousness, were yet of use to scatter certain 
clouds, and to dispel certain obscurities. 

It is bj r an effect of the same providence, which 
prepared, from far, the ways of the gospel, that, 
when the Messiah revealed himself in the llesh, God 
had united together almostall nations, by the Greek 
and Latin tongues; and had subjected to one mo¬ 
narch, from the ocean to the Euphrates, all the peo¬ 
ple not united by language, in order to give a more 
free course to the preaching of the apostles. The 
study of profane history, when entered upon with 
judgment and maturity, must lead us to these re¬ 
jections, and point out to us the manner in which 
the Almighty makes the empires of the earth sub¬ 
servient to the establishment of the kingdom of his 
Son. 

It ought likewise to teach us how to appreciate all 
that glitters most in the eye of the world, and is 


* Gen. i. 2. 


e Ibid. vi. 11. 
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_ . , most capable of dazzling it. Valour, 

aSS-SUS fortitude- skill in government, pro- 
heathens. found policy, merit in magistracy, 

capacity for the most abstruse sci¬ 
ences, beauty of genius, delicacy of taste, and per¬ 
fection in all arts: these are the objects which pro¬ 
fane history exhibits to us, which excite our admi¬ 
ration, and often our envy. But at the same time 
this very history ought to remind us, that the Al¬ 
mighty, ever since the creation, has indulged to his 
enemies all those shining qualities which the world 
esteems, ancl on which it frequently bestows the 
highest eulogiums; while, on the contrary, he often 
reluses them to his most faithful servants, whom he 
endues with talents of an infinitely superior nature, 
though men neither know their value, nor are de¬ 
sirous of them. “ Happy is that people that is in 
such a case: yea, happy is that people, whose God 
is the Lord.” 1 


I shall conclude this first part of 
VVe must not be m y preface with a reilection which 
ouir applauses of rcsi, l ts naturally from what has been 
said. Since it is certain, that all 
these great men, who are so much 
boasted of in profane history, were so unhappy as 
not to know the true God, and to displease him; we 
should therefore be cautious and circumspect in the 
praises which we bestow upon them. St. Austin, 
in his Retractions, repents nis having lavished so 
many encomiums on Plato, and the followers of his 
philosophy; because these, says he, were impious 
men, whose doctrine, in many points, was contrary 
to. that of Jesus Christ. 2 

However, we are not to imagine, that St. Austin 
supposes it to be unlawful for us to admire and 
praise whatever is either beautiful in the actions, or 
true in the maxims, of the heathens. He only ad¬ 
vises us to correct whatever is erroneous, and to 
approve whatever is conformable to rectitude and 
justice in them. 3 He applauds the Romans on 
many occasions, and particularly in his book JDe Ci- 
vitate Dei, A which is one of the last and finest of his 
works. He there shows, that the Almighty raised 
them to be victorious over nations, and sovereigns 
of a great part of the earth, because of the gentle¬ 
ness and equity of their government (alluding to the 
happy ages of the Republic;) thus bestowing on 
virtues that were merely human, rewards of the 
same kind, with, which that people, blind on this 
subject, though so enlightened on others, were so 
unhappy as to content themselves. St. Austin there¬ 
fore does not condemn the encomiums which are 
bestowed on the heathens, but only the excess of 
them. 

Students ought to take care, and especially we, 
who by the duties of our profession are obliged to 
be perpetually conversant with heathen authors, not 
to enter too far into the spirit of them; not to im¬ 
bibe, unperceived, their sentiments, by lavishing too 
great applauses on their heroes; nor to give into 
excesses which the heathens indeed did not consider 
as such, because they were not acquainted with vir¬ 
tues of a pure* kind. Some persons, whose friend¬ 
ship I esteem as I ought, and for whose learning and 
judgment I have the highest regard, have found this 
defect in some parts of my work, on the Method of 
teaching- and studying the Belles Lettres , &c.; and 
are of opinion, that X have gone too great lengths 
in the encomiums winch I bestow on the illustrious 
men of paganism. I indeed own, that the expres¬ 
sions on those occasions are sometimes too strong 
and too unguarded: however, I imagined that I had 
supplied a proper corrective to this, by the hints 


i Psal. exliv. 15. 

a Laus ipsa, qua Platoncm vel Platonicos seu Aeadcmicos 
philosophos tautum extuli, quantum impios homines non 
oportuit, non immertto mihi disnlinuit; praesertim quorum 
contra errores magnos dclendenda cst Christiana doctrina. 
Retract. 1. i. e. 1. 

» Id in quoque corrigendum, quod pravum est; quod au* 
tern rectum est, approbandum. De Bapt. cont, Donat. I. 
vii. e. IG. 

* Lib. v. cap. 19. 21, &c. 


which I have interspersed in those four volumes; 
and, therefore, that it would be only losing time to 
repeat them: not to mention my having laid down, 
in different places, the principles whicn the fathers 
of the church establish on this head, declaring, with 
St. Austin, that without true piety, that is, without 
a sincere worship of the true God, there can be no 
true virtue; and that no virtue can be such, whose 
object is worldly glory; a truth, says this father, 
acknowledged universally by those wno are inspired 
with real and solid piety, lllud constat inter omnes 
veraciter pios, neminem sine vera pietate, id est , veri 
Dei vero cultu , veram posse habere virtutem; ncc 
earn veram esse , quando glorice servit humance. 5 

When I observed that Perseus had not resolution 
enough to kill himself, I do not thereby pretend to 
justify the practice of the heathens, who looked up¬ 
on suicide as lawful; but simply to relate an inci-. 
dent, and the judgment which Paulus iEmilius pass¬ 
ed on it. Had I barely hinted a word or two against 
that custom, it would have obviated all mistake, 
and left no room for censure. 

The ostracism, employed in Athens against per¬ 
sons of the greatest merit; theft connived at, as it 
appears,by Lycurgus in Sparta; an equality of goods 
established in the same city, by the authority of the 
state, and things of a like nature, may admit of 
some difficulty. However, I shall pay a more im¬ 
mediate attention to these particulars, when the 
course of the history brings me to them; and shall 
avail myself with pleasure of such lights as the 
learned and unprejudiced may favor me by commu¬ 
nicating. 6 

In a work like that I now offer the public, intend 
ed more immediately for the instruction of youth, 
it were heartily to be wished, that not one single 
thought or expression might occur, that could con¬ 
tribute to inculcate false or dangerous principles. 
When I first set about writing the present history, 
I proposed this for my maxim, the importance of 
which I perfectly conceive, but am far from imagin¬ 
ing that I have always observed it, though it was 
iny intention to do so; and therefore on this, as on 
many other occasions, I shall stand in need of the 
reader’s indulgence. 

SECTION II. 

Particular observations on the following Work. 

The volume I here present the public, is the be¬ 
ginning of a work, in which I propose to give the 
ancient history of the Egyptians, Carthaginians, 
Assyrians, both of Nineveh and Babylon; together 
with that of the Medes, Persians, Macedonians, and 
the different states of Greece. 

As I write principally for young persons, and for 
those who do not intend to make very deep research¬ 
es into ancient history, I shall not burden this work 
with a sert of erudition, that might have been na¬ 
turally introduced into it, but does not suit my pur¬ 
pose. My design is, in giving a continued series of 
ancient history, to extract from the Greek and Latin 
authors all that I shall judge most useful and enter¬ 
taining with respect to the transactions, and most 
instructive with regard to the reflections. 

I should wish to be able to avoid, at the same 
time, the dry sterility of epitomes, which convey 
no distinct idea to the mind; and the tedious accu¬ 
racy of long histories, which tire the reader’s pa¬ 
tience. I am sensible that it is difficult to steer ex¬ 
actly between the two extremes; and although, in 
the two parts of history of which this first volume 
consists, I have retrenched a great part of what we 
meet with in ancient authors, they may still be 
thought too long: but I was afraid of spoiling the 
incidents, by being too studious of brevity. How¬ 
ever, the taste of the public shall be my guide, to 
which I shall endeavor to conform hereafter. 

I was so happy as not to displease the public in 


* De Civitate Dei , lib. v. c. 19. 

s This Mr. Rollin has done admirably in the several vol¬ 
umes of his Ancient History. 
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my first attempt. 1 I wish the present work maybe 
equally successful, but dare not raise my hopes so 
high. The'subjects I there treated, viz. polite lite¬ 
rature, poetry, eloquence, and curious ana detached 
pieces of history, gave me an opportunity of intro¬ 
ducing into it from ancient and modern authors, 
whatever is most beautiful, affecting, delicate, and 
•just, with regard both to thought and expression. 
The beauty and justness of the things themselves 
which I ofiered the reader, made him more indulgent 
to the manner in which they were presented to him; 
and besides, the variety of the subjects supplied the 
want of those graces which might have been ex¬ 
pected from the style and composition. 

But I have not the same advantage in the present 
work, the choice of the subjects not being entirely 
at my discretion. In a connected history, an author 
is often obliged to relate a great many things that 
are not always very interesting, especially with re¬ 
gard to the origin and rise of empires; and these 
parts are generally overrun with thorns, and offer 
very few flowers. However, the sequel will furnish 
matter of a more pleasing nature, and events that 
engage more strongly the reader’s attention; and I 
shall take care to make use of the valuable materi¬ 
als which the best authors will supply. In the mean 
time, I must entreat the reader to remember that 
in a wide, extended, and beautiful region, the eye 
does not every where meet with golden harvests, 
smiling meads, and fruitful orchards; but sees, at 
different intervals, wild and less cultivated tracts of 
land. AnJ, to use another comparison, furnished 
by Pliny, some trees in the spring emulously shoot 
forth a numberless multitude of blossoms, which by 
this rich dress (the splendor and vivacity of whose 
colors charm the eve) proclaim a happy abundance 
in a more advanced season; 2 while other trees, of a 
less gay appearance, though they bear good fruits, 
have not however the fragrance and beauty of blos¬ 
soms, nor seem to share in the joy of reviving na¬ 
ture. 3 The reader will easily apply this image to 
the composition of history. 

To adorn and enrich my own, I will be so ingen¬ 
uous as to confess, that I do not scruple, nor am 
ashamed, to rifle from all quarters, and that I often 
do not cite the authors from whom I transcribe, be¬ 
cause of the liberty I occasionally take to make 
some slight alterations. I have made the best use 
in my power of the solid reflections that occur in 
the second and third parts of the Bishop of Meaux’s 
Universal History, 4 which is one of the most beau¬ 
tiful and most useful books in our language. I have 
also received great assistance from the learned Dean 
Prideaux’s Connexion of the Old and New Testa¬ 
ment, in which he has traced and cleared up, in an 
admirable manner, the particulars relating to ancient 
history. I shall take the same liberty with what¬ 
ever comes in my way, that may suit my design, 
and contribute to the perfection of my work. 

I am very sensible, that it is not so much for a 
person's reputation^thus to make use of other men’s 
labors, and that it is in a manner renouncing the 
name and quality of author. But I am not over fond 
of that title; and shall be extremely well pleased, 
and think myself very happy, if I can but deserve 
the name of a good compiler, and supply my readers 
with a tolerable history; who will not be over soli¬ 
citous to inquire whether it be an original composi¬ 
tion of my own or not, provided they are but pleased 
with it. 

I cannot determine the exact number of volumes 
which this work will make; but am persuaded there 


i The Method of teaehing and studying the Belles Let- 
tres, &c. 

a Arborum flos est pleni veris indicium, et anni renaseen- 
tis; flos gaudium arborum. Tunc se novas, aliasque quam 
sunt, ostenduut, tunc variis colorum picturis in certamen 
osqne luxuriant. Sed hoc negatum plerisque. Non euim 
omnes florent, et sunt tristes quoedam, qiucquc non sentiunt 
gaudia annurum; nec ullo flore exiiiiarantur, natalesve po- 
morurn reeursus annuos versicolori nuntio promit.tunt. Plin. 
Hist. Mat. 1. Ixvi. e. 25. 

* As the fig-trees. 


will be no less than ten or twelve. Students, with 
a very moderate application, may easily go through 
this course of history in a year, without interrupt 
ing their other studies. According to my plan, my 
work should be given to the highest form but one. 
Youths in this class are capable of pleasure and ini 
provement from this history; and I would not hav* 
them enter upon that of the Romans till they study 
rhetoric. 

It would have been useful, and even necessary, to 
have given some idea of the ancient authors from 
whence I have extracted the facts which I here re¬ 
late. But the course itself of the history will na¬ 
turally give me an opportunity of mentioning them. 

In the mean time, it may not be 
improper to take notice of the super- T ^ e 
stitious credulity with which most £rmofOiea^ 
of these authors are reproached, on guries, prod>« 
the subjects of auguries, auspices, gies, and ora- 
prodigies, dreams, and oracles. And, cles,ofthcan- 
indeed, we are shocked to see writers, cients. . 
so judicious in all other respects, lay it down as a 
kind of law, to relate these particulars with a scru¬ 
pulous accuracy; and to dwell gravely on a tedious 
detail of trifling and ridiculous ceremonies, such as 
the flight of birds to the right or left hand, signs 
discovered in the smoking entrails of beasts, the 
greater or less greediness of chickens in pecking 
corn, and a thousand similar absurdities. 

It must be confessed, that a sensible reader can¬ 
not, without astonishment, see persons among the 
ancients in the highest repute for wisdom and 
knowledge; generals who were the least liable to 
be influenced by popular opinions, and most sensible 
how necessary it is to take advantage of auspicious 
moments; the wisest councils of princes perfectly 
well skilled in the arts of government; the most au¬ 
gust assemblies of grave senators; in a word, the 
most powerful and most learned nations in all ages: 
to see, I say, all these so unaccountably weak, as to 
make to depend on these trifling practices, and ab¬ 
surd observances, the decision of the greatest affairs, 
such as the declaring of war, the giving battle, or 
pursuing a victory—deliberations that were of the 
utmost importance, and on which the fate and wel¬ 
fare of kingdoms frequently depended. 

But, at the same time, we must be so just as to 
own, that their manners, customs, and laws, would 
not permit men, in these ages, to dispense with the 
observation of these practices: that education, he¬ 
reditary tradition transmitted from immemorial 
time, the universal belief and consent of different 
nations, the precepts, and even examples of philoso¬ 
phers; that all these, I say, made the practices in 
question appear venerable in their eyes; and that 
these ceremonies, how absurd soever they may ap¬ 
pear to us, and are really so in themselves, consti¬ 
tuted part of the religion and public worship of the 
ancients. 

This religion was false, and this worship mistaken; 
yet the principle of it was laudable, and founded in 
nature: the stream was corrupted, but the fountain 
was pure. Man assisted only by his own light, sees 
nothing beyond the present moment. Futurity is to 
him an abyss invisible to the most keen, the most 
piercing sagacity, and exhibits nothing on which he 
may with certainty fix his views, or form his reso¬ 
lutions. He is equally feeble and impotent with 
regard to the execution of his designs. He is sensi¬ 
ble, that he is dependent entirely on a Supreme 
Power, that disposes all events with absolute au¬ 
thority, and which, in spite of his utmost efforts, 
and of the wisdom of the best concerted schemes, 
by raising only the smallest obstacles and slightest 
disappointments, renders it impossible for him to 
execute his measures. 

This obscurity and weakness oblige him to have 
recourse to a superior knowledge and power: he is 
forced, both by his immediate wants, and the strong 
desire he has to succeed in all his undertakings, to 
address that Being who he is sensible has reserved 
to himself alone the knowledge of futurity, and the 
power of disposing it as he sees fitting. Heaccord- 


* Mens. Bossuet. 
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ingly directs prayers, mates vows, and offers sacri¬ 
fices, to prevail, if possible, with the Deity, to reveal 
himself, either in dreams, in oracles, or other signs 
which may manifest his will; fully convinced that 
nothing can happen but by the divine appointment; 
and that it is a man’s greatest interest to know 
this supreme will, in order to conform his actions 
to it. 

This religious principle of dependence on, and 
veneration of, the Supreme Being, is natural to man: 
it is imprinted deep in his heart; he is reminded of 
it, by the inward sense of his extreme indigence, 
and by all the objects which surround him; and it 
may be affirmed, that this perpetual recourse to the 
Deity, is one of the principal foundations of religion, 
and the strongest band by which man is united to 
his Creator. 

Those who were so happy as to know the true 
God, and were chosen to be his peculiar people, 
never failed to address him in all their wants and 
doubts, in order to obtain his succor, and to know 
his will. He accordingly vouchsafed to reveal him¬ 
self to them; to conduct them .by apparitions, 
dreams, oracles, and prophecies; and to protect 
them by miracles of the most astonishing kind. 

But those who were so blind as to substitute false¬ 
hood in the place of truth, directed themselves, for 
the like aid, to fictitious and deceitful deities, who 
were not able to answer their expectations, nor re¬ 
compense the homage that mortals paid them, any 
otherwise than by error and illusion, and a fraudu¬ 
lent imitation of the conduct of the true God. 

Hence arose the vain observation of dreams, 
which, from a superstitious credulity, they mistook 
for salutary warnings from heaven; those obscure 
and equivocal answers of oracles, beneath whose 
veil the spirits of darkness conceal their ignorance; 
and, by a studied ambiguity, reserved to themselves 
an evasion or subterfuge, whatever might be the 
event. To this are owing the prognostics with re¬ 
gard to futurity, which men fancied they should 
find in the entrails of beasts, in the flight and sing¬ 
ing of birds, in the aspect of the planets, in fortui¬ 
tous accidents, and in the caprice of chance; those 
dreadful prodigies that filled a whole nation with 
terror, and which, it was believed, nothing could 
expiate but mournful ceremonies, and even some¬ 
times the effusion of human blood: in fine, those 
black inventions of magic, those delusions, enchant¬ 
ments, sorceries, invocations of ghosts, and many 
other kinds of divination. 

All I have here related was a received usage, ob¬ 
served by the heathen nations in general; and this 
usage was founded on the principles of that religion 
of which I have given a short account. We have a 
signal proof of this in that passage of the Cyropae- 
Vol. I.—4 
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dia,i where Cambyses,the father of Cyrus, gives that 
young prince such noble instructions; instructions 
admirably well adapted to form the great captain 
and great king. He exhorts him, above all things, 
to pay the highest reverence to the gods; and not 
to undertake any enterprise, whether important or 
inconsiderable, without first calling upon and con¬ 
sulting them; he enjoins him to honor the priests 
and augurs, as being their ministers and the inter- 
reters of their will, but yet not to trust or abandon, 
imself so implicitly and blindly to them, as not by 
his own application, to learn every thing relating to 
the science of divination, of auguries, and auspices. 
The reason which he gives for the subordination 
and dependence in which kings ought to live with 
regard to the gods, and the benefit derived from con¬ 
sulting them in all things, is this: How clear-sighted 
soever mankind may be in the ordinary course of 
affairs, their views are always very narrow and 
hounded with regard to futurity; whereas the Deity, 
at a single glance, takes in all ages and events. tf As 
the gods,” says Cambyses to his son, “are eternal, 
they know equally all things, past, present, and to 
come. With regard to the mortals who address 
them, they give salutary counsels to those whom 
they are pleased to favor, that they may not be ig¬ 
norant oi what things they ought or ought not to un¬ 
dertake. If it is observed, that the deities do not 
ive the like counsels to all men; we are not to won- 
er at it, since no necessity obliges them to attend 
to the welfare of those persons on whom they do not 
vouchsafe to confer their favor.” 

Such was the doctrine of the most learned and 
most enlightened nations, with respect to the differ¬ 
ent kinds of divinations; and it is no wonder that 
the authors who wrote the history of those nations, 
thought it incumbent on them to give an exact de¬ 
tail of such particulars as constituted part of their 
religion and worship, and was frequently, in a man¬ 
ner, the soul of their deliberations, and the standard 
of their conduct. I therefore was of opinion, for the 
same reason, that it would not be proper for me to 
omit entirely, in the ensuing history, wnat relates to 
this subject, though I have, however, retrenched n 
great part of it. 

Archbishop Usher is my usual guide in chronolo¬ 
gy. In the history of the Carthaginians I commonly 
set down four eras: The year from the creation of 
the world, which, for brevity’s sake, I mark thus, 
A. M.; those of the foundation of Carthage and 
Rome; and lastly, the year before the birth of our 
Saviour, which I suppose to be the 4004th year of 
the world; ‘wherein I follow Usher and others, 
though they suppose it to be four years earlier. 


» Xenoph. in Cyrop. 1. i. p. 25, 27 
C 




INTRODUCTION 


THE ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF KINGDOMS. 


To know in what manner the states and kingdoms 
were founded, that have divided the universe; the 
steps whereby they rose to that pitch of grandeur 
related in history; by what ties families and cities 
were united, in order to constitute one body or so¬ 
ciety, and to live together under the same laws and 
a common authority; it will be necessary to trace 
things back, in a manner, to the infancy of the world* 
and to those ages in which mankind, being dispersed 
into different regions (after the confusion of tongues,) 
began to people the earth. 

In these early ages every father was the supreme 
head of his family; the arbiter and judge of what¬ 
ever contests and divisions might arise within it; 
the natural legislator over his little society; the de¬ 
fender and protector of those, who by their birth, 
education, and weakness, were under his protection 
and safe-guard, and whose interests paternal ten¬ 
derness rendered equally dear to him as his own. 

But although these masters enjoyed an independ¬ 
ent authority, they made a mild and paternal use of 
it. So far from being jealous of their power, they 
neither governed with haughtiness, nor decided with 
tyranny. As they were obliged by necessity to as¬ 
sociate their family in their domestic labors, they 
also summoned them together, and asked their opin¬ 
ion in matters of importance. In this manner all 
affairs were transacted in concert, and for the com¬ 
mon good. 

The laws which paternal vigilance established in 
this little domestic senate, being dictated with no 
other view than to promote the general welfare; 
concerted with such children as were come to years 
of maturity, and accepted by the inferiors with a 
full and free consent; were religiously kept and pre¬ 
served in families as an hereditary polity, to which 
they owed their peace and security. 

But different motives gave rise to different laws. 
One man, overjoyed at the birth of a first-born son, 
resolved to distinguish him from his future children, 
by bestowing on him a more considerable share of 
his possessions, and giving him a greater authority 
in his family. Another, more attentive to the in¬ 
terest of a beloved wife, or darling daughter whom 
he wanted to settle in the world, thought it incum¬ 
bent on him to secure their rights and increase their 
advantages. The solitary and cheerless state to 
which a wife would be reduced in case she should 
become a widow, affected more intimately another 
man, and made him provide beforehand, for the sub¬ 
sistence and comfort of a woman who formed his 
felicity. From these different views, and others of 
the like nature, arose the different customs of na¬ 
tions, as well as their rights, which are infinitely 
various. 

In proportion as every family increased, by the 
birth of children, and their marrying into other 
families, they extended their little domain, and 
formed, by insensible degrees, towns and cities. 

These societies growing, in process of time, very 
numerous; and the families being divided into va¬ 
rious branches, each of which had its head, whose 
different interests and characters might interrupt 
the general tranquillity; it was necessary to intrust 
one person with the government of the whole, in 
order to.unite all these chiefs or heads under a sin¬ 
gle authority, and to maintain the public peace bv 
a uniform administration. The idea which men still 
retained of the paternal government, and the happy 
effects the} ? had experienced from it, prompted them 
to choose from among their wisest and most virtuous 
men, him in whom they had observed the tenderest 


and most fatherly disposition. Neither ambition nor 
cabal had the least share in this choice; probity 
alone, and the reputation of virtue and equity, de¬ 
cided on these occasions, and gave the preference 
to the most worthy. 1 

To heighten the lustre of their newly acquired 
dignity, and enable them the better to put the laws 
in execution, as well as to devote themselves en¬ 
tirely to the public good; to defend the state against 
the invasions of their neighbors, and the factions of 
discontented citizens; the title of king was bestowed 
upon them, a th'rone was erected, and a sceptre put 
into their hands; homage was paid them, officers 
were assigned, and guards appointed for the security 
of their persons; tributes were granted; they were 
invested with full powers to administer justice, and 
for this purpose were armed with a sword, in order 
to restrain injustice, and punish crimes. 

At first, every city had its particular king, 2 who, 
being more solicitous to preserve his dominion than 
to enlarge it, confined his ambition within the limits 
of his native country. But the almost unavoidable 
feuds which break out between neighbors; jealousy 
against a more powerful king; a turbulent and rest¬ 
less spirit; a martial disposition, or thirst of ag¬ 
grandizement; or the display of abilities; gave rise 
to wars, which frequently ended in the entire sub¬ 
jection of the vanquished, whose cities were pos¬ 
sessed by the victor, and increased insensibly hia 
dominions. Thus, 5 a first victory paving the way to 
a second, and making a prince more powerful and 
enterprising, several cities and provinces were united 
under one monarch, and formed kingdoms of a great¬ 
er or less extent, according to the degree of ardor 
with which the victor had pushed his conquests. 

But among these princes were found some, whose 
ambition being too vast to confine itself within a 
single kingdom, broke over all bounds, and spread 
universally like a torrent, or the ocean; swallowed 
up kingdoms and nations; and fancied that glory 
consisted in depriving princes of their dominions, 
who had not done them the least injury; in carry¬ 
ing fire and sword into the most remote countries, 
aud in leaving every where bloody traces of their 
progress! Such was the origin of those famous em¬ 
pires which included a great part of the world. 

Princes made a various use of victory, according 
to the diversity of their dispositions or interests. 
Some, considering themselves as absolute masters 
of the conquered, and imagining they were sufficient¬ 
ly indulged in sparing tneir lives, bereaved them, 
as well as their children, of their possessions, their 
country, and their liberty; subjected them to a most 
severe captivity; employed them in those arts which 
are necessary lor the support of life, in the lowest 
and most servile offices of the house, in the painful 
toils of the field; and frequently forced them, by 
the most inhuman treatment, to dig in mines, and 
ransack the bowels of the earth, merely to satiate 
their avarice; and hence mankind were divided into 
freemen and slaves, masters and bondmen. 

Others introduced the custom of transporting 
whole nations into new countries, where they settled 
them, and gave them lands to cultivate. 


* Quos ad fastigium hujus majestatis non ambitio popu* 
laris, sed spectata inter bonus modcratio provehebat. Jus* 
tin. 1. i. c. 1. 

® Fines imperii tueri magis quam proferre mos erat. Intra 
suam cuique patriam regna finiebantur. Justin. 1. i. c. 1. 

3 Domitis proximis, cum accessions virium fortior ad alios 
lransiret, et proxima quieque victoria inslrumentnm sequen* 
tis esset, totius orientis populos subegit. Justin, ibid. 
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Other princes again, of more gentle dispositions, 
contented themselves with only obliging the van¬ 
quished nations to purchase their liberties, and the 
enjoyment of their laws and privileges, hy annual 
tnbutes, laid on them for that purpose; and some¬ 
times they would suffer kings to sit peaceably on 
their thrones, upon condition of their paying them 
some kind of homage. 

But such of these monarchs as were the wisest and 
ablest politicians thought it glorious to establish a 
kind of equality betwixt the nations newly conquer¬ 
ed and their other subjects; granting tne former 
almost all the rights and privileges which the others 
enjoyed: and by this means the great number of na¬ 
tions, that were spread over different and far distant 
countries, constituted, in some measure, but one 
citv, at least but one people. 

Thus I have given a general and concise idea of 


mankind, from the earliest monuments which histo¬ 
ry has preserved on this subject; the particulars 
whereof I shall endeavor to relate, in treating of 
each empire and nation. I shall not touch upon the 
history of the Jews, nor that of the Romans. The 
Egyptians, Carthaginians, Assyrians, Babylonians, 
Medes, Persians, Macedonians, and Grecians, will 
form the subject of the work, of which this is the 
first volume. 1 I begin with the Egyptians and Car¬ 
thaginians, because the former are of very great 
antiquity, and as the history of both is less blended 
with that of other nations; whereas those of other 
states are more interwoven, and sometimes succeed 
one another. 


i This Introduction was given along with the first volume 
of the first edition. 
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SECTION I. 

Reflection on tho different sorts of Government. 

The multiplicity of governments, established 
among the diflerent nations of whom I am to treat, 
exhibits, at first view, to the eye and to the under¬ 
standing, a spectacle highly worthy our attention; 
and shows the astonishing variety, which the Sove¬ 
reign of the world has constituted in the empires 
that divide it, by the diversity of inclinations and 
manners observable in each of those nations. We 
herein perceive the characteristics of the Deity, who, 
ever resembling himself in all the works of his cre¬ 
ation, takes a pleasure to paint and display therein, 
under a thousand shapes, in infinite wisdom, by a 
wonderful fertility and an admirable simplicity—a 
wisdom, that can form a single work, and compose 
a whole perfectly regular, from all the different 
parts of tne universe—and all the productions of 
nature, notwithstanding the infinite manner in which 
they are multiplied and diversified. 

In the East, the form of government that prevails 
is the monarchical, which being attended with a 
majestic pomp, and a haughtiness almost inseparable 
from supreme authority, naturally tends to exact a 
more distinguished respect, and a more entire sub¬ 
mission, from those in subjection to its power. 
When we consider Greece, one would be apt to con¬ 
clude, that liberty and a republican spirit had 
breathed themselves into every part of that country; 
and had inspired almost all the different people who 
inhabit it, with a violent desire of independence, di¬ 
versified however under various kinds of govern¬ 
ment, but all equally abhorrent of subjection and 
slavery. In one part of Greece, the supreme power 
is lodged in the people, and is what vve call demo¬ 
cracy; in another, it is vested in an assembly of the 
wise men, and those advanced in years, to which the 
name of aristocracy is given; in a third republic, 
the government is lodged in the hands of a small 
number of select and powerful persons, and is called 
an oligarchy; in others, again, it is mixture of all 
these parts, or of several of them, and sometimes 
even of the regal power. 

It is manifest that this variety of governments, 
which all tend to the same point, though by differ¬ 
ent ways, contributes very much to the beauty of 
the universe; and that it can proceed from no other 
being, than him who governs it with infinite wis¬ 
dom ; and who diffuses universally an order and sym¬ 
metry, of which the effect is to unite the several 


parts together, and by that means to form one work 
of the whole. For although, in this diversity of 
' governments, some are better than others, we never¬ 
theless may very justly affirm 1 that there is no pow¬ 
er but of God: and that the powers that be, are or¬ 
dained of God. But neither every use that is made 
of this power, nor every means for the attainment 
of it, are from God, though every power be of him; 
and when we see these governments degenerating, 
sometimes to violence, factions, despotic sway, and 
tyranny, it is wholly to the passions of mankind, that 
we must ascribe those irregularities, which are di¬ 
rectly opposite to the primitive institution of states, 
and which a superior wisdom afterwards reduces to 
order, always making them contribute to the execu¬ 
tion of his designs, lull of equity and justice. 

This scene, 6r spectacle, as I before observed, 
highly deserves our attention and admiration; and 
will display itself gradually, in proportion as I ad¬ 
vance in relating the ancient history, of which it 
seems to me to form an essential part. It is with* 
the view of making the reader attentive to this ob¬ 
ject, that I think it incumbent on me to add to the 
account of facts and events what regards the man¬ 
ners and customs of nations; because these show 
their genius and characters, which we may call, in 
some measure, the soul of history. For to take notice 
only of eras and events, and confine our curiosity and 
researches to them, would be imitating the impru¬ 
dence of a traveller, who, in visiting many countries, 
should content himself with knowing their exact 
distance from each other, and consider only the 
situation of the several places, the manner of build¬ 
ing, and the dresses of the people; without giving 
himself the least trouble to converse with the in¬ 
habitants, in order to inform himself of their genius, 
manners, dispositions, laws, and government. Ho¬ 
mer, whosp design was to give, in the person of 
Ulysses, a model of a w r ise and intelligent traveller, 
tells us, at the very opening of his Odyssey, that his 
hero informed himself very exactly in the manners 
and customs of the several people whose cities he 
visited, in which he ought to be imitated by every 
person, who applies himself to the study of history. 

SECTION II. 

A geographical description of Asia. 

As Asia will hereafter be the principal scene of 
the history we are now entering upon, it may not be 


i Rom. xiii. 1. 
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improper to give the reader such a general idea of 
it, as may at least make him acquainted with its 
most considerable provinces and cities. 

The northern and eastern parts of Asia are less 
known in ancient history. _ 

To the north are Asiatic Sarmatia and Asiatic 
Scythia, which answer to Tartary. 

Sarmatia is situated between the river Tanais, 
which separates Europe and Asia,and the river Rha, 
or Volga. Scythia is divided into two parts; the 
one on this, the other on the other side of mount 
Imaus. The nations of Scythia best known to us 
are the Sacee and Massagetae. 

The most eastern parts are, Serica, Cathay; Sina- 
rum regio, China; and India. This last country was 
better known anciently than the two former. It was 
divided into two parts; the one on this side the 
Ganges, included between that river and the Indus, 
which noto composes the dominions of the Great 
Mogul; the other part was that on the other side 
of the Ganges. 

The remaining part of Asia, of which much great¬ 
er mention is made in history, may be divided into 
five or six parts, taking it from east to west. 

I. Upper Asia, which begins at the river Indus. 
The chief provinces are Gedrosia, Carmania, Ara- 
ehosia, Drangiana, Bactriana, the capital of which 
was Bactra; Sogdiana, Margiana, Hyrcania, near 
the Caspian Sea; Parthia, Media, its chief city Ec- 
batana; Persia, the cities of Persepolis and Elymais; 
Susiana, the city of Susa; Assyria, the city of .Nine¬ 
veh, situated on the river Tigris; Mesopotamia, be¬ 
tween the Euphrates and Tigris; Babylonia, the 
city of Babylon, on the river Euphrates. 

il. Asia between the Pontus Euxinus and the Cas¬ 
pian Sea. Therein we may distinguish four pro¬ 
vinces. 1. Colchis, the river Phasis, and mount 
Caucasus. 2. Iberia. 3. Albania; which two last- 
mentioned provinces now form part of Georgia. 
4. The greater Armenia. This is separated from 
the lesser by the Euphrates; from Mesopotamia by 
mount Taurus; and from Assyria by mount Nipha- 
tes- Its cities are Artaxata and Tigranocerla, and 
the river Araxes runs through it. 

III. Asia Minor. This may be divided into four 
or five parts, according to the different situation of 
its provinces. 

1. Northward, the shore of the Pontus Euxinus; 
Pontus, under three different names. Its cities are, 
Trapezus, not far from which are the people called 
Chalybes or Chaldaei; Thcmisr.yra, a city on the 
river Thermodon, and famous for having been the 
abode of the Amazons. Paphlagonia, Bithynia; 
the cities of which are, Nicae, Prusa, Nicomedia, 
Chalcedon opposite to Constantinople, and Hera- 
clea. 

2. Westward, goin<£ down by the shores of the 
jEgean 3ea: Mysia, of which there are two. The 
Lesser, in which stood Cyzicus, Lampsacus, Parium, 
Abydos opposite to Sestos from which it is separa¬ 
ted only by the Dardanelles; Dardanum, Sigaeum, 
Ilion,or Troy; and almost on the opposite side, the 
little island of Tenedos. The rivers are, the JEse- 
pus, the Granicus, and the Sirnois. Mount Idar. 


This region is sometimes called Phrygia Minor, o. 
which Troas is part. 

The Greater Mysia. Antandros, Trajanopolis, 
Adramyttium, Pergamus. Opposite to this Mysia 
is the island of Lesbos; the cities of which are, Me* 
thymna, where the celebrated Arion was born; and 
Mitylene, which has given to the whole island its 
modern name Metelin. 

JEolia. Elea, Cumae, Phocoea. 

Ionia. Smyrna, Clazomense, Teos, Lebedus, Co¬ 
lophon, Ephesus, Priene, Miletus. 

Caria. Laodicea, Antiochia, Magnesia, Alabanda. 
The river Maeander. 

Doris. Halicarnassus Cnidos. 

Opposite to these four last countries, are the islands 
Chios, Samos, Pathmos, Cos: and loAver, towards 
the south, Rhodes. 

3. Southward, along the Mediterranean. 

Lycia, the cities of which are, Telmesus, Patara. 

The river Xanthus. Here begins mount Taurus, 
which runs the whole length of Asia, and assumes 
different names, according to the several countries 
through which it passes. 

Paniphylia. Perga, Aspendus, Sida. 

Cilicia. Seleucia, Corycium, Tarsus, on the river 
Cydnus. Opposite to Cilicia is the island of Cyprus. 
The cities are, Salamis, Amathus, and Paphos. 

4. Along the banks of the Euphrates, going up 
northward; 

The Lesser Armenia. Comana, Arabyza, Meli- 
tene, Satala. The river Melas, w hich empties itself 
into the Euphrates. 

5. Inland: 

Cappadocia; the cities whereof are, Neocaesarea, 
Comana Pontica, Sebastia, Sebastopolis, Diocaesarea, 
Caesarea, otherwise called Mazaca, and Tyana. 

Lycaonia and Isauria. Iconium, Isauria. 

Pisidia. Seleucia and Antiochia of Pisidia. 

Lydia. Its cities are, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadel¬ 
phia. The rivers are, Caystrus, and Hermus, into 
which the Pactolus empties itself, Mount Sipylus 
and Tmolus. 

Phrygia Major. Synnada, Apamia. 

IV. Syria, now named Suria, called under the 
Roman emperors the East, the chief provinces of 
which are, 

1. Palestine, by which name is sometimes under¬ 
stood all Judea. Its cities are, Jerusalem, Samaria, 
and Caesarea Palestina. The river Jordan waters it. 
The name of Palestine is also given to the land of 
Canaan, w'hich extended along the Mediterranean; 
the chief cities of which were Gaza, Ascalon, Azo- 
tus, Accaron, and Gath. 

2. Phoenicia, whose cities are, Ptolemais, Tyre, 
Sidon, and Berytus. Its mountains, Libanus, and 
Antilibanus. 

3. Syria, properly so called, or Antiochena; the 
cities whereof are, Antiochia, Apamia, Loadicea, 
and Seleucia. 

4. Comagena. The city of Samosata. 

5. Coelesyria. The cities are. Zeugma, Thapsa- 
cus, Palmyra, and Damascus. 

V. Arabia Petraea. Its cities are, Petra, and Bos- 
tra. Mount Casius . Deserta. Felix. 
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ARTICLE I. 

A brief idea of the history contained in this third volume. 

What U3e is to be made of it. 

Tins third volume of the ancient history, will 
open an entirely new scene to the reader’s view, 
not unworthy his curiosity and attention. We have 
seen two states of no great consideration, Media and 
Persia, extend themselves far and wide, under the 
conduct of Cyrus, like a torrent or a conflagration; 
and, with amazing rapidity, conc|tier and" subdue 
many provinces and kingdoms. We shall see now 
that vast empire setting the nations under its do¬ 
minion in motion, the Persians, JNIedes, Phoenicians, 
Egyptians, Babylonians, Indians, and many others; 
and falling, with all the forces of Asia and the East, 
upon a little country, of very small extent, and des¬ 
titute of all foreign assistance; I mean Greece. 
When, on the one hand, we behold so many nations 
united together, such preparations of war made for 
several years with so much diligence; innumerable 
armies by sea and land, and such fleets, as the sea 
could hardly contain; and, on the other hand, two 
weak cities, Athens and Lacedaemon, abandoned by 
all their allies, and left almost entirely to them¬ 
selves; have we not reason to believe, that these two 
little cities are going to be utterly destroyed and 
swallowed up by so formidable an enemy; and that 
no footsteps of them will be left remaining? And 
yet we shall find that they will prove victorious; and 
by their invincible courage, and the several battles 
they gain both by sea and land, will make the Per¬ 
sian empire lay aside all thoughts of ever again 
turning their arms against Greece. 

The history of the war between the Persians and 
the Greeks will illustrate the truth of this maxim, 
that it is not the number, but the valor of the troops, 
and the conduct of the generals, on which depends 
the success of military expeditions. The reader will 
admire the surprising courage and intrepidity of the 
great men at the head of the Grecian affairs, whom 
neither all the world in motion against them could 
deject, nor the greatest misfortunes disconcert; who 
undertook, with a handful of men, to make head 
against innumerable armies; who, notwithstanding 
6uch a prodigious inequality of forces, dared to hope 
for success; who even compelled victory to declare 
on the side of merit and virtue; and taught all suc¬ 
ceeding generations what infinite resources are to be 
found in prudence, valor, and experience; in a zeal 
for liberty and onr country; in the love of our duty; 
and in allthe sentiments of noble and generous souls. 

This war of the Persians against the Grecians will 
be followed by another amongst the Greeks them¬ 
selves, but of a very different kind from the former. 
In the latter, there will scarce be any actions, but 
what in appearance are of little consequence and 
seemingly unworthy of a reader’s curiosity who is 
fond of great events: in this he will meet with little 
besides private quarrels between certain cities, or 
some small commonwealths; some inconsiderable 
sieges (excepting that of Syracuse, one of the most 
important related in ancient history,) though several 
of these sieges were of no short duration; some bat¬ 
tles between armies, where the numbers were small, 
and but little blood shed. What is it then, that has 
rendered these wars so famous in history? Sallust 
informs us in these words: “The actions of the Athe¬ 
nians doubtless were great; and yet I believe they 
were somewhat less than fame will have us conceive 
of them. But because Athens abounded in noble 
writers the acts of that republic are celebrated 
throughout the whole world as most glorious; and 
the gallantry r of those heroes who performed them, 
has had the good fortune to be thought as trans¬ 
cendent as the eloquence of those who have de¬ 
scribed them.” 1 


t Atheniensium res gestae, siruti ego exist into, satis am- 
pi* maguifica?(|ue fucrunt; verfizn uliquunto minores lumen, 
quam fama feruntur. Sad quia provenere ilii seriptorum 
inagna ingenia, per terraruin orbem Ath nr nsium facta pro 
maximis eelebrantur. Ita ecruro, quae focere, virlus laata 


Sallust, though jealous enough of the glory the 
Romans had acquired by a series of distinguished 
actions, with which their history abounds, yet doe3 
justice in this passage to the Grecians, by acknow¬ 
ledging, that their exploits were truly great and 
illustrious, though somewhat inferior, in his opinion, 
to their fame. What is then this foreign and bor¬ 
rowed lustre, which the Athenian actions have de¬ 
rived from the eloquence of their historians? It is, 
that the whole universe agrees in looking upon 
them as the greatest and most glorious that ever 
were performed: Per terraram orbem Atheniensium 
facia PRO MAXIMIS CELEBRANTUR. All nations, 
seduced and enchanted as it were with the beauties 
of the Greek authors, think that people’s exploits 
superior to any thing that was ever done by any 
other nation. This, according to Sallust, is the ser¬ 
vice which the Greek authors have done the Athe¬ 
nians, by their excellent manner of describing their 
actions; and very unhappy it is for us, that our his¬ 
tory, for want of similar assistance, has left a thou¬ 
sand brilliant actions and fine sayings unrecorded, 
which would have been put in the strongest light 
by the writers of antiquity, and have done great 
honor to our country. 

But be this as it may, it must be confessed, that 
we are not always to judge of the value of an action, 
or the merit of the persons who shared in it, by the 
importance of the event. It is rather in such sieges 
and engagements as we find reeprded in the history 
of the Peloponnesian war, that the conduct and abili¬ 
ties of a general are truly conspicuous. Accordingly, 
it is observed, that it was chiefly at the head of small 
armies, and in countries of no great extent, that our 
best generals of the last age displayed their great 
capacity, and showed themselves not inferior to the 
most celebrated captains of antiquity. In actions 
of this sort chance has no share, and does not cover 
any oversights that are committed. Every thing is 
conducted and carried on by the prudence of the 
general. He is truly the soul of the forces, which 
neither act nor move but by his direction. He sees 
every thing, and is present every where- Nothing 
escapes his vigilance and attention. Orders are sea¬ 
sonably given, and seasonably executed. Contri¬ 
vances, stratagems, false marches, real or feigned 
attacks, encampments, decampments; in a word, 
every thing depends upon him alone. 

On this account, the reading of the Greek histo¬ 
rians, such as Thucydides, Xenophon, and Polybius, 
is of infinite service to young officers; because those 
historians, who were also excellent commanders, 
.enter into all the particulars of the events which 
they relate, and lead the readers, as it were, by the 
hand, through all the sieges and battles they de¬ 
scribe; showing them, by the example of the great¬ 
est generals of antiquity, and by a kind of antici¬ 
pated experience, in what maimer war is to be car¬ 
ried on. 

Nor is it only with regard to military exploits, 
that the Grecian history affords us such excellent 
models. We shall there find celebrated legislators, 
able politicians, magistrates born for government, 
men that have excelled in all arts and sciences, phi¬ 
losophers that carried their inquiries as far as was 
possible in those early ages, and who have left us 
such maxims of morality, as might put many Christi¬ 
ans to the blush. 

It is true, these very philosophers, notwithstand¬ 
ing their penetration in some points, were entirely 
blind and ignorant as to others, even to the degree 
of contesting some of the most evident principles of 
the lav/ of nature; and very often suffered their 
practice to belie their doctrine, and themselves to 
fall into the most gross irregularities. The Divine 
Providence permitted it so to be, and thought fit to 
give them up to a reprobate mind, in order to punish 
their pride, and to teach us by their example, what 
enormities men are capable of, even the wisest and 
most knowing, when they are left to their own wcak- 


habetur, quantum, earn verbis potuere cxtollere pneclar* 
in"erda. Sallust, in hell. Catilin. 
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ness and natural depravity; and from what an abyss 
the mercy of our Divine Mediator has delivered us. 
But though they fell into some errors, both with 
respect to the understanding and the heart, which 
we are obliged to detest; yet that does not binder 
their books from containing many excellent maxims, 
which, according to St. Austin, 1 we are entitled to 
claim as n benefit appertaining to us, in the same 
manner as the Israelites, when they came out of 
Egypt, enriched themselves with the spoils thereof: 
for this has been the practice of all the saints: “ Ipsi 
Gentiles siquid divinum et rectum in doctrinis suis 
habere potuerunt, non improbaverunt sancti nos- 
tri.” 2 

The same thing may be said with regard to the 
virtuous actions of the heathens, whereof we shall 
find a great abundance in the Grecian history. We 
are told by St. Austin, 3 4 that according to the rule 
of justice, secundum justitice regidam , we ought to 
be so far from blaming and condemning those ac¬ 
tions, that we are obliged in reason to commend and 
extol them. Not thal those actions were good and 
laudable in every respect; St. Austin* was very far 
from entertaining such an opinion. He looked upon 
them only as good in their nature, and with respect 
to the duty ot the agents; but as to the end, for 
which they were done, that father thought them 
very blameable, because they were not directed to 
the glory of God. These men had no recourse to 
the true God, (for him they did not know) nor was 
it to him they addressed themselves for wisdom in 
their counsels, success in their undertakings, the 
improvement of their talents or their virtue. It was 
not to the true God they returned thanks for these 
blessings, nor did they give him the glory of them 
by an humble acknowledgment. They did not con¬ 
sider him, either as the source and principle, or as 
the end of all the good they were capable of doing. 
Their best actions were corrupted,' either by self- 
love or ingratitude, they could not therefore be 
available towards salvation, which is only to be ob¬ 
tained through faith in Jesus Christ. 

But notwithstanding this, according to the same 
father, it may he very useful to Christians, both for 
their instruction and the regulation of their man¬ 
ners, to have the virtuous actions of the heathens 
laid before them in their full light, provided they 
set not too high a value upon them: 5 for what the 
same father says of the virtues of the ancient Ro¬ 
mans, may undoubtedly be applied with equal reason 
to those of the Grecians. 

He employs a whole chapter, and that a pretty- 
long one, in pointing out the most illustrious actions 
and signal virtues of that people; as their love of the 
public good—their devoted attachment to their 
country—their constancy in suffering the most cruel 
torments, and even death itself—their noble and 
generous disinterestedness—their esteeming and 
choosing poverty—their profound reverence for re¬ 
ligion and the gods. He makes several reflections 
upon this subject, which well deserve a place here. 

In the first place he supposeth, that it was in order 
to recompense the Romans for all these virtues, 
which yet were virtues only in name and appear¬ 
ance, that the divine providence gave them the em¬ 
pire of the universe, a recompense very suitable to 
their deserts, and with which they were weak enough 
to be contented. For the same reason he supposes 6 


i St. Aug. de doctr. chris. 1. vi. c. 40. 

a De bnpt. con. Donat. 1. vi. c. 87. 

a Ilabendi sunt in eorum numero, quorum etiam impio- 
rum, nec Deum verum vcraciter justeque colentium, qu®- 
dam tamen facta vol legimus, vel novimus, vcl audimus, 
quae Rccunclum justitiai regulam nun solum vituperarc non 
nossumus, verum etiam mcrito recteque laudamus. St. Aug. 
lib. de Spir. et lit. n. 48. 

4 Noveris itaque non officiis sed finibus avetus discernen- 
das esse virtutes. Officium autem est, quod faciendum est; 
finis verb, propter quud faciendum est. Id. contr. Julian. 
lib. iv. c. 3. n. 21. Non orat in eis vera just it ia, quia non 
actibus sed finibus pensantnr cfficia. Ibid. u. Qjp. 

fi St. Aust. de civ. D. i. :ib. v. c. 18. 

s Si Romanis Deus n -.uc hanc terrenam gloriam cxcel- 
lentissimi imperii conc-Aret, non redderetur merces bouis 


God thought fit to let their name be so glorious 
and so much esteemed by all nations and in all ages, 
that so many great and illustrious actions should 
not pass entirely unrewarded. 

In the second place he observes, that such virtues, 
notwithstanding their being false, are of public ad¬ 
vantage to mankind, and that they enter into the 
secret designs of God towards the punishing or re¬ 
warding of his creatures. The love of glory, which 
is a vice, } r et serves to suppress many other vices, 
of a more hurtful and mischievous nature, such as 
injustice, violence, and cruelty. Andean it be ques¬ 
tioned, whether a magistrate, a governor of a pro¬ 
vince, or a sovereign, that are gentle, patient, just, 
chaste, and beneficent, though merely upon human 
motives of interest or vain glory, are not infinitely 
more serviceable to the .commonwealth, than they 
would be, if they were destitute of those external 
appearances and shadows of virtue; and whether 
men of such dispositions may be reckoned among 
the most valuable presents of heaven?? We may 
the better judge of this matter, if we only compare 
such magistrates and princes with those of a con¬ 
trary character, who, laying aside all honor and 
probity, despising reputation, and trampling upon 
the most sacred laws, acknowledge no other but 
their brutal passions; who are, in a word, such as 
God in his wrath sets over a people he intends to 
punish, and which he thinks worthy of such mas¬ 
ters. Et talibus quidem dominandi potestas non 
datnr nisi summi Dei providentia y quando res hu - 
manas judicat talibus dominis dig-nas. s 

The third and last reflection this father makes, 
and which is the most pertinent to my subject, and 
to the end I propose in writing this Ancient Histo¬ 
ry, relates to the uso that ou^ht to be made of the 
praises given to the virtuous heathens. 

It shows what advantage a prudent reader should 
reap from the relation of the great exploits and vir¬ 
tuous actions of the Grecians, which will be the 
principal subject of this and the following volumes. 
When we see these men sacrificing their estates and 
fortunes to the relief of their fellow-citizens, their 
lives to the preservation of the state, and even their 
fame and glory to the public good; when we see 
them practising the most arduous virtues, and that 
on motives purely human, in order to acquire a 
transient reputation: what reproaches ought we not 
to make to ourselves, and how much ought we to be 
ashamed, if professing a religion, that recommends 
itself to us by the promises of eternal rewards, and 
has such powerful motives to enforce our love and 
gratitude, we however want the courage and reso¬ 
lution to practise the same virtues? And if we are 
so happy as to fulfil our engagements and duty%how 
can we be proud of it, when we consider how much 
greater things were done on a motive of mere vain¬ 
glory, by men who knew not God, and who confined 
all their desires to the goods of this present life? 9 

This then, according to St. Austin, is the princi¬ 
pal use to be made of the study and reading of pro¬ 
fane history: nor did the divine providence 10 suffer 
the Greeks and Romans to become so famous and 
illustrious, but in order to give the greater weight 
to those examples of virtue with which their history 
abounds, that by our reading them with seriousness 


artibus eorum, (i. e. virtutibus) quibus ad tantam gloriam 
pervenire nitebantur. At non est quod de summi ct veri 
Dei justitia couqueiantur; perceperunt mercedem suam. 
Ibid. cap. 15. 

t Constat eos, qui civcs non sint civitatis etern®, utiliores 
esse terren® civitati quando liabent virtuicm vel ipsam, 
quam si ncc ipsam. St. Aust. de civ. Dei t lib. v. cap. 19. 

8 St» Aust. de civ. Dei, lib. v. cap. 19. 

8 Ideo nobis proposita sunt necessaries communitionis ex* 
erapla, ut, si virtutes, quarum ist® utcunque sunt similes, 
quas isti pro civitatis terren® gloria tenuerunt, pro Dei glo* 
riosissima civitate non tenucrimus, pudoro pungamur; si 

tenuerimus, superbia non cxtollamur. Ibid. c. 18.-— 

Utcives®tern® illius civitatis, quamdiu bic peregrinan* 
tur diligenter et sobrie ilia intueantur excinpla, et videant 
quanta dileetio dtbeatur supern® patri® propter vitam ®tcr* 
nam, si tan turn a suis civilms terrena dilecta cs^t propter 
miuimam gloriam. St. Aust. dc civ. Dei. 1. v. c. 16. 
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and attention, we should learn from the love they 
bore to an earthly country, andjto a glory of so short 
a duration, whatlonging we ought to have after an 
heavenly country, where an eternity of happiness 
awaits us. 

If the virtues of those who are celebrated in 
history may serve us for models in the conduct 
of our lives; their vices and failings, on the other 
hand, are no less proper to caution and instruct us; 
and the strict regard, which an historian is obliged 
to pay to truth, will not allow him to dissemble the 
latter, through fear of eclipsing the lustre of the 
former. Nor does what I here advance contradict 
the rule laid down by Plutarch, 1 on the same subject, 
in his preface to the life of Cimon. He requires, that 
the illustrious actions of great men be represented in 
their full light; but as to the faults, which may some¬ 
times escape them through passion or surprise, or 
into which they may be drawn by the necessity of 
affairs, 2 considering them rather as a certain degree 
of perfection wanting to their virtue, than as vices 
or crimes that proceed from any corruption of the 
heart: such imperfections as these, he would have 
the historian, out of compassion to the weakness of 
human nature, which produces nothing entirely per¬ 
fect, content himself with touching very lightly; in 
the same manner as an able painter, when he has a 
fine face to draw, in which he finds some little blem¬ 
ish or defect, does neither entirely suppress it, nor 
think himself obliged to represent it with a strict 
exactness; because the one would spoil the beauty 
of the picture, and the other would destroy the like¬ 
ness. The very comparison Plutarch uses, shows 
that he speaks only of slight and excusable faults. 
But as to actions of injustice, violence, and brutali¬ 
ty, they ought not to be concealed nor disguised on 
any pretence; nor can we suppose, that the same 
privilege should be allowed in history as in painting, 
which invented the profile to represent the side face 
of a prince who had lost one eye, and oy that means 
ingeniously concealed so disagreeable a deformity. 
History, tne most essential rule of which is sinceri¬ 
ty, will by no means admit of such indulgences, as 
indeed would deprive it of its greatest advantage. 3 

Shame, reproach, infamy, hatred, and the execra¬ 
tions of the public, which are the inseparable atten¬ 
dants on criminal and brutal actions, are no less 
proper to excite a horror for vice, than the glory, 
which perpetually attends good actions, is to inspire 
us with the love of virtue. And these, according to 
Tacitus, are the two ends which every historian 
ought to propose to himself by making a judicious 
choice of what is most extraordinary both in good 
and evil, in order to occasion that public homage to 
oe paid to virtue which is justly due to it, and to 
create the greater abhorrence for vice, on account of 
that eternal infamy that attends it. 4 

The history which I am writing furnishes but too 
many examples of the latter sort. With respect to 
the Persians, it will appear, by what is said of their 
fiings, that those princes whose power has no other 
bounds than those of their will, often abandon 
themselves to all their passions; that nothing is more 
difficult than to resist the illusions of a man’s own 
greatness, and the flatteries of those that surround 
him; that the liberty of gratifying all one’s desires, 
and of doing evil with impunity, is a dangerous situ¬ 
ation ; that the best dispositions can hardly withstand 
such a temptation; that even after having begun 
their career favourably, they are insensibly corrupt¬ 
ed by softness and effeminacy, by pride, and their a- 
version to sincere counsels; and that it rarely hap¬ 
pens they are wise enough to consider, that, when 
they find themselves exalted above all laws and re- 


* In Cim. p. 479, 480. 

* E\\eifep#T» f*?.K\ov ctptry,; tivoj t‘ y.xxix; TrOvtpsv/ucsTce. 

3 Habet in pictura ppeciem tota facies, Appelles tamen 
unaginem Antigoni latere tantum altero ostendit, ut amissi 
oculi ddcrmitas lateret. Qiuntil. 1 . ii. o. 13. 

4 Exequi sentenlias baud institui, nisi insignes per hones- 
tum, ant notabili dedecnre: quod praecipuum munus annali- 
um reor, no virtutes sileantur, utque pravis dictis factisque 
ex posteritate ct infaraift metua sit. Tacit, annal. I. iii. c. Go. 


straints, they stand then most in need of moderation 
and wisdom, both in regard to themselves and oth¬ 
ers; and that in such a situation they ought to be 
doubly wise and doubly strong, in order to set bounds 
within, by their reason, to a power that has none 
without. 

With respect to the Grecians, the Peloponnesian 
war will show the miserable effects of their intestine 
divisions,and the fatal excesses into which they were 
led by their thirst of dominion; and scenes of injus¬ 
tice ingratitude, and perfidy, together with the open 
violation of treaties, or mean artifices and unworthy 
tricks to elude their execution. It will show, how 
scandalously the Lacedaemonians and Athenivins de¬ 
based themselves to the Barbarians, in order to beg 
aids of money from them: how shamefully the great 
deliverers of Greece renounced the glory of all their 
past labours and exploits, by stooping and making 
their court to haughty and insolent satrapse, and by 
going successively, with a kind of emulation, to im¬ 
plore the protection of the common enemy, whom 
they had so often conquered; and in what*manner 
they employed the succours they obtained from 
them, in oppressing their ancient allies,and extend¬ 
ing their own territories by unjust and violent meth¬ 
ods. 

both sides and sometimes in the same person, 
we shall find a surprising mixture of good and bad, 
of virtues and vices, of glorious actions and mean 
sentiments; and sometimes, perhaps, we shall be 
ready to ask ourselves, whether these can be the 
same people, of whom such different things are rela¬ 
ted; and whether it be possible, that such a bright 
and shining light, and such thick clouds of smoke and 
darkness, can proceed from the same source? 

I relate things as I find them in ancient authors; 
and the pictures I present the reader with are al¬ 
ways drawn after those original monuments, which 
history has transmitted to us concerning the persons 
I speak of; and, I might likewise add, after human 
nature itself. But, in my opinion, even this medley 
of good and evil, though very odd in itself, may be 
of great advantage to us, and serve as a preservative a 
gainst a danger sufficiently common and natural. For 
if we found, either in any nation or particular per¬ 
sons, a probity and a nobleness of sentiments always 
uniform,and free from all blemish and weakness, we 
should be temptfed to believe that heathenism is ca¬ 
pable of producing real and perfect virtues, though 
our religion teaches us, that those virtues we most 
admire among the heathens, are really no more 
than the shadow and appearance of them. But when 
we see the defects and imperfections, the vices and 
crimes, and those sometimes of the blackest die, that 
are intermixed with, and often very closely follow 
their most virtuous actions, we are taught to moder¬ 
ate our esteem and admiration of them; and at the 
same time, that we commend what appears noble, 
worthj r , and great, among the Pagans, not prodi¬ 
gally to pay to the phantom of virtue that entire and 
unreserved homage, which is only due to virtue it¬ 
self. 

With these restrictions I desire to be understood, 
when I praise the great men of antiquity and their 
illustrious actions; and if,contrary to my intention, 
any expressions should escape me, which may .seem to 
exceed these bounds, I desire the reader to interpret 
them candidly and reduce them to their just value 
and meaning. 

ARTICLE II. 

THE GENERAL PLAN AND DIVISION OF THE THIRD 
VOLUME. 

The history contained in this third volume, in¬ 
cludes the space of one hundred and seventeen years, 
during the reigns of six kings of Persia: Darius, the 
first of the name, the son of Hystaspes; Xerxes the 
first; Artaxerxes, surnamed Longimanus; Xerxes the 
second; Sogdianus (these two last reigned but a 
very little time;) and Darius the second, commonly 
called Darius Nothus. This history begins at the 
year of the world 3483, and extends to the yew 
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3600. As this whole period naturally divides itself 
into two parts, I shall also divide it into two distinct 
books. 

The first part, which consists of ninety years, ex¬ 
tends from tne beginning of the reign oi Darius the 
first, to the forty-second year of Artaxerxes, the same 
year in which the Peloponnesian war began; that is, 
from the year of the world 3483, to the year 3573. 
This part chiefly contains the different enterprises 
and expeditions of the Persians against Greece, which 
never produced more great men and great events, 
nor ever displayed more conspicuous or more solid 
virtues. Here will be seen the famous battles of 
Marathon, Thermopylae, Artemisium, Salamis, Pla- 
tasa, Mycale, Eurymedon, &c. Here the most emi¬ 
nent commanders of Greece signalized their cour¬ 
age; Miltiades, Leonidas, Themistocles, Aristides, 
Cmion, Pausanias, Pericles, Thucydides, &c. 

To enable the reader more easily to recollect 
what passed within the space of time among the 
Jews, and also among the Romans, the history of 
both which nations is entirely foreign to that of the 
Persians and Greeks, I shall here set down in few 
words the principal epochas relating to them. 

EPOCHAS OF THE JEWISH HISTORY. 

The people of God were at this time returned 
from their Babylonish captivity to Jerusalem, under 
the conduct of Zorobabel. Usher is of opinion that 
the history of Esther ought to be placed in the reign 
of Darius. The Israelites, under the shadow of this 

rince’s protection, and animated by the earnest ex- 

ortations of the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, did 
at last finish the building of the temple, which had 
been interrupted for many yearsby the cabals of their 
enemies. Artaxerxes was no less favourable to the 
Jews than Darius: he first of all sent Ezra to Jerusa¬ 
lem, who restored the public worship, and the obser¬ 
vation of the law; then Nehemiah,who caused walls 
to be built round the city, and fortified it against the 
attacks of their neighbours, who were jealous of its 
reviving greatness. It is thought that Malachi, the 
last of the prophets, was contemporary with Nehe- 
miah, or that he prophesied not long after him. 

This interval of the sacred history extends from 
the reign of Darius I. to the beginningo'f the reign 
of Darius Nothus; that is to say, from the year of 
theyvorld 3485, to the year 3581. After which the 
Scripture is entirely silent, till the time of the Mac¬ 
cabees. 

EPOCHAS OF THE ROMAN HISTORY. 

The first year of Darius I. was the 233d of the 
building of Rome. Tarquin the Proud was then on 
the throne, and about ten years after was expelled, 
when the consular government was substituted to 
that of the kings. In the succeeding part of this 
period happened the war against Porsenna; the 
creation of the tribunes of the people; Coriolanus’s 
retreat among the Volsci, and the war that ensued 
thereupon; the wars of the Romans against the Lat¬ 
ins, the Veientes, the Volsri, and other neighbour¬ 
ing nations; the death of Virginia under the De- 
cemvirate; the disputes between the people and sen¬ 
ate about marriages and the consulship, which oc¬ 
casioned the creating of military tribunes instead of 
consuls. This period of time terminates in the 323d 
year from the foundation of Rome. 

The second part, which consists of twenty-seven 
years, extends from the 43d year of Artaxerxes 
JLongimanus, to the death of Darius Nothus; that 
is, from the year of the world 3573, to the year 3600. 
It contains the first nineteen years of the Pelopon¬ 
nesian war, which continued twenty-seven, of which 
Greece and Sicily were the scat, and wherein the 
Greeks, who had before triumphed over the Barba¬ 
rians, turned their arms against each other. Among 
the Athenians, Pericles, Nicias, and Alcibiades; 
among the Lacedcemonians, Brasidas, Gylippus, and 
LysamUr, distinguished themselves in the most ex¬ 
traordinary ma.mer. 

Rome continues to be agitated by* different dis¬ 
putes between the senate and the people. Towards 


the end of this period, and about the 350th year of 
Rome, the Romans formed the siege of Veji, which 
lasted ten years. 

ARTICLE III. 

AN ABRIDGMENT OF THE LACEDEMONIAN HISTO¬ 
RY, FROM THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THEIR KINGS, 

TO THE REIGN OF DARIUS THE FIRST, KING OF 

PERSIA. 

I have already observed, that 
eighty years after the taking of A. M. 2900. 
Troy, the Heraclidas, that is, the Ant. J. C. 1104. 
descendants of Hercules, return¬ 
ed into the Peloponnesus, and made themselves mas¬ 
ters of Lacedsemon, where two brothers, Eurysthe- 
nesand Procles, sons of Aristodemus, reigned joint¬ 
ly together. Herodotus observes, 1 that these two 
brothers were, during their whole lives, at variance; 
and that almost all their descendants inherited the 
like disposition of mutual hatred and antipathy; so 
true it is, that the sovereign power will admit of 
no partnership, and that two kings will always be 
too many for one kingdom! However, after the 
death of these two, the descendants of both still 
continued to sway the sceptre jointly: and what is 
very remarkable, these two branches subsisted for 
near nine hundred years, from the return of the 
Ileraclidae into the Peloponnesus, to the death of 
Cleomenes,and supplied Sparta with kings without 
interruption, and tnat generally in a regular succes¬ 
sion from father to son, especially in the elder branch 
of the family. 

The Origin and Condition of the Eloice, or Helots. 

When the Lacedcemonians first began to settle in 
Peloponnesus, they met with great opposition from 
the inhabitants of the country, whom they were 
obliged to subdue one after another by force of arms, 
or receive into their alliance on easy and equitable 
terms, with the imposition of a small tribute, Stra¬ 
bo 2 speaks of a city called Elos, not far from Spar 
ta, which, after having submitted to the yoke, as 
others had done, revolted openly and refused to pay 
the tribute. Agis, the son of Eurysthenes, newly 
settled on the throne, was sensible of the danger¬ 
ous tendency of this first revolt, and therefore im¬ 
mediately marched with an army against them, to¬ 
gether with Soiis, his colleague. They laid siege 
to the city, which after a pretty long resistance, was 
forced to surrender at discretion. This prince 
thought it proper to make such an example of them 
as should intimidate all their neighbours, and deter 
them from the like attempts, and yet not alienate 
their minds by too cruel a treatment; for which rea¬ 
son he put none to death. lie spared the lives of 
all the inhabitants, but at the same time deprived 
them of their liberty, and reduced them all to a state 
of slavery. From thenceforward they were em¬ 
ployed in all mean and servile offices, and treated 
with extreme rigour. These were the people who 
were called Elota?, or Helots. The number of them 
exceedingly increased in process of time, the Lace¬ 
daemonians giving undoubtedly the same name to 
all the people whom they reduced to the same con¬ 
dition of servitude. As they themselves were averse 
to labour,and entirely addicted to war, they left the 
cultivation of their lands to these slaves, assigning 
every one of them a certain portion of ground, the 
produce of which they were obliged to carry every 
year to their respective masters, who endeavoured 
by all sorts of ill usage, to make their yoke more 
grievous and insupportable. This was certainly very 
bad policy, and could only tend to breed a vast num¬ 
ber of dangerous enemies in the very heart of the 
state, who were always ready to take arms and re¬ 
volt on every occasion. The Romans acted more 
prudently; for they incorporated the conquered na¬ 
tions into their state, by associating them into the 
freedom of their city, and thereby converted them 
from enemies, into brethren and fellow citizens. 


* Lib. vi. c. 52. 

3 Lib. viii. p. "HS. Hut. in Lycurg. p, 40/ 
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Lycurgus, the Lacedaemonian Lawgiver. 

Eurytion, or Eurypon,* as he is named by others, 
Succeeded Sous. In order to gain the alTection of 
his people, and render his government agreeable, he 
thought fit to recede in some points from the abso¬ 
lute power exercised by the kings his predecessors; 
this rendered his name so dear to his subjects, that 
all his descendants were, from him, called Eury¬ 
tion id ae. But this relaxation gave birth to horri¬ 
ble confusion, and an unbounded licentionsness in 
Sparta, and for a long time occasioned infinite mis¬ 
chiefs. The people became so insolent, that nothing 
Could restrain them. If Eurvtion’s successors at¬ 
tempted to recover their authority by force, they 
became odious; and if, through complaisance or 
weakness, they chose to dissemble, their mildness 
served only to render them contemptible; so that 
order in a manner was abolished, and the laws no 
longer regarded. These confusions hastened the 
death of Lycurgus’s father, whose name was Euno- 
mus, and who was killed in an insurrection. Poly- 
dectes, his eldest son and successor, dying soon after 
without children, every body expected that Lycur¬ 
gus would have been king. And indeed he was so 
in effect, as long as the pregnancy of his brother’s 
wife was uncertain; but as soon as that was mani¬ 
fest, he declared that the kingdom belonged to her 
child, in case it proved a son; and from that mo¬ 
ment he took upon himself the administration of the 
government, as guardian to his unborn nephew, un¬ 
der the title of Prodicos, which was the name given 
by the Lacedaemonians to the guardians of their 
kings. When the child was born, Lycurgus took 
him in his arms, and cried out to the company that 
was present, “ Behold, my lords of Sparta, your 
new-born king!’’ and at the same time, he put the 
infant into the king’s seat, and named him Charilaus, 
because of the joy the people expressed upon occa¬ 
sion of his birth. The reader will find in the second 
volume of this history, all that relates to the history 
of Lycurgus, the reformation he made, and the ex¬ 
cellent laws he established in Sparta. Agesilaus was 
at this time king in the elder branch of the family. 

War betioeen the Argives and the Lacedoemonians. 

Some time after this, 2 in the reign of Theopom- 
pus, a war broke out between the Argives and La¬ 
cedaemonians, on account of a little country, called 
Thyrea, that lay upon the confines of the two states, 
and to which each of them pretended a right. When 
the two armies were ready to engage, it was agreed 
on both sides, in order to spare the effusion of blood, 
that the quarrel should be decided by three hundred 
of the bravest men chosen from their respective ar¬ 
mies; and that the land in question should become 
the property of the victorious party. To leave the 
combatants more room to engage, the two armies 
retired to some distance. Those generous cham¬ 
pions then, who had all the courage of two mighty 
armies, boldly advanced towards each other, and 
fought with so much resolution and fury, that the 
whole number except three men, two on the side of 
the Argives, and one on that of the Lacedaemonians, 
lay dead upon the spot; and only the night parted 
them. The two Argives, looking upon themselves 
as the conquerors, made what haste they could to 
Argos to carry the news; the single Lacedaemonian, 
Othryades by name, instead of retiring, stripped the 
dead bodies of the Argives, and carrying their arms 
into the Lacedaemonian camp, continued in his post. 
The next day the two armies returned to the field 
of battle. Both sides laid equal claim to the victo¬ 
ry: the Argives, because they had more of their 
champions left alive than the enemy had; the Lace¬ 
daemonians, because the two Argives that remained 
alive had fled; whereas their single soldier had re¬ 
mained master of the field of battle, and had carried 
off the spoils of the enemy: *in short, they could not 
determine the dispute without coming to another 
engagement. Here fortune declared in favor of the 
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Lacedaemonians, and the little territory of Thyrea 
was the prize of their victory. But Othryades, not 
able to bear the thoughts of surviving his brave com¬ 
panions, or of enduring the sight of Sparta after 
their death, killed himself on the same field of battle 
where they had fought, resolving to have one fate 
and tomb with them. 

Wars between the Messenians and Lacedcemonians. 

There were no less than three several wars be¬ 
tween the Messenians and the Lacedaemonians, all 
of them very fierce and bloody. Messenia was a 
country in Peloponnesus, towards the west, and not 
far from Sparta: it was of considerable strength, 
and was governed by its own kings. 

The JirH Messenian War. 

The first Messenian war lasted 
twenty years, and broke out the A. M. 3261. 
second year of the ninth Olym- Ant. J. C. 743. 
piad. 3 The Lacedaemonians pre¬ 
tended to have received several considerable inju¬ 
ries from the Messenians, and among others, that of 
having had their daughters ravished by the inhab¬ 
itants of Messenia, when they went, according to 
custom, to a temple that stood on the borders of the 
two nations; as also that of the murder of Telecles, 
their king, which was a consequence of the former 
outrage. Probably a desire of extending their do¬ 
minion, and of seizing a territory which lay so con¬ 
venient for them, might be the true cause of the 
war. But be that as it niay, the war broke out in 
the reign of Polydorus and Theopompus, kings of 
Sparta, at the time when the office of archon at 
Athens was still decennial. 

Euphaes, the thirteenth descendant from Hercu¬ 
les, was then king of Messenia. 4 He gave the com¬ 
mand of his army to Cleonnis. The Lacedtemonians 
opened the-campaign with the siege of Amphea, a 
small inconsiderable city, which, however, they 
thought would suit them very well as a place for 
military stores. The town was taken by storm, and 
all the inhabitants put to the sword. This first blow 
served only to animate the Messenians, by showing 
them what they were to expect from the enemy, it 
they did not defend themselves with vigor. The 
Lacedaemonians, on their part, bound themselves by 
an oath, not to lay down their arms, nor return to 
Sparta, till they had made themselves masters of all 
the cities and lands belonging to the Messenians: so 
much did they rely upon their strength and valor. 

Two battles were fought, wherein the loss was 
nearly equal on both sides. 5 But after the second, 
the Messenians suffered extremely through the want 
of provisions, which occasioned a great desertion 
among their troops, and at last brought a pestilence 
among them. 

Hereupon they consulted the oracle of Delphi, 
which directed them, in order to appease the wrath 
of the gods, to offer up a virgin ot the royal blood 
in sacrifice. Aristomenes, who was of the race of 
the Epytides, offered his own daughter. The Mes¬ 
senians then considering, that if the}' left garrisons 
in ail their towns, they should extremely weaken 
their army, resolved to abandon them all, except 
Ithome, a little place seated on the top of a hill of 
the same name, about w hich they encamped and for¬ 
tified themselves. In this situation w'ere seven years 
spent, during which nothing passed but slight skir¬ 
mishes on both sides, the Lacedaemonians not daring 
in all that time to force the enemy to a battle. 

Indeed, they almost despaired of being able to 
reduce them: nor was there any thing but the obli¬ 
gation of the oath, by which they had bound them¬ 
selves, that made them continue so burdensome a 
war. What gave them the greatest uneasiness w r as, 
their apprehension, lest their absence from their 
wives for so many years, an absence which might 
still continue many more, should destroy their fam- 


* Plut. in Lycurg. p. 10. 
VoL. I.—5 


a Ilerod. 1. i. c. 82. 


s Pausan. 1. iv. p. 21G—242. Justin. 1. iii. c. 4. 

4 Pausan. I. iv. 225, 226. 6 Pausan. 1. iv. 227—234. 
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ilies at home, and leave Sparta destitute of citizens. 3 
To prevent this misfortune, they sent home such of 
their soldiers as were come to the army since the 
forementioned oath had been taken, and made no 
scruple of prostituting their wives to their embraces. 
The children that sprung from this unlawful inter¬ 
course, were called Partheniae, a name given them 
to denote the infamy of their birth. As soon as they 
were grown up, not being able to endure such an 
opprobrious distinction, they banished themselves 
from Sparta with one consent, and under the conduct 
of Phafantus, went and settled at Tarentum in Italy, 
after driving out the ancient inhabitants. 2 

At last in the eighth year of the war, which was 
the thirteenth of Euphaes’s reign,a fierce and bloody 
battle was fought near Ithonie. 3 Euphaes pierced 
through the battalions of Theopompus with too 
much heat and precipitation for a king. He there 
received a multitude of wounds, several of which 
were mortal. He fell, and seemed to give up the 
ghost. Whereupon wonderful efforts of courage 
were exerted on both sides; by the one, to carry off 
the king; by the other to save him. Cleonnis killed 
eight Spartans, who were dragging him along, and 
spoiled them of their arms, which he committed to 
the custody of some of his soldiers. He himself re¬ 
ceived several wounds, all on the fore-part of his 
body, which was a certain proof that he had never 
turned his back upon his enemies. Aristomenes, 
fighting on the same occasion, and for the same end, 
killed rive Lacedaemonians, whose spoils he likewise 
carried off, without receiving any wound. In short, 
the king was saved and carried off by the Messeni- 
uns; and, all mangled and bloody as he was, he ex¬ 
pressed great Joy that he had not been worsted. 
Aristomenes, alter the battle was over, met Cleon¬ 
nis, who, by reason of his wounds, could neither walk 
by himself, nor with the assistance of those that lent 
him their hands. He therefore took him upon his 
shoulders, without quitting his arms, and carried 
him to the camp. 

As soon as they had applied the first dressing to 
the wounds of the king of Messenia and of his offi¬ 
cers, there arose a new contention among the Mes¬ 
senians, that was pursued with as much warmth as 
the former, but was of a very different kind, and yet 
the consequence of the other. The affair in question 
was, the adjudging the prize of glory to him that 
had signalized his valor most in the late engage¬ 
ment. It was a custom among them, which had 
long been established, publicly to proclaim, after a 
battle, the name of the man that nad showed the 
greatest courage. Nothing could be more proper 
to animate the officers and soldiers, to inspire them 
with resolution and intrepidity, and to stifle the na¬ 
tural apprehension of death and danger. Two illus¬ 
trious champions entered the list3 on this occasion, 
namely, Cleonnis and Aristomenes. 

The king, notwithstanding his weak condition, at¬ 
tended by the principal officers of his army, pre¬ 
sided in the council, where this important dispute 
was to be decided. Each competitor pleaded his 
own cause. Cleonnis founded his pretensions upon 
the great number of the enemies he had slain, and 
upon the multitude of wounds he had received in 
the action, which were so many undoubted testimo¬ 
nies of the courage with which he had faced both 
death and danger; whereas, the condition in which 
Aristomenes came out of the engagement, without 
hurt and without wound, seemed to show, that he 
had been very careful of his own person, or, at most, 
could only prove, that he had been more fortunate, 
but not more brave or courageous, than himself. 
Ancl as to his having carried him on his shoulders 
into the camp, that action indeed might serve to 
prove, the strength of his body, but nothing farther; 
(tr/\ the thing in dispute at this time, says he, is not 
strength but valor. 


i Diod. 1. xv. p. 378. 

» Et regnata petara Laconi rura Phalanto. Hor. Od. 
vi. 1. 2. 

* Pausan. 1. iv. p. 234, 235. Diod. in Frag. 


The only thing Aristomenes was reproached for, 
was, his not being wounded; therefore he confined 
himself to that point. “ I am,” says he, “ called for¬ 
tunate, because I have escaped from the battle with¬ 
out wounds. If that were owing to my cowardice, 

I should deserve another epithet than that of fortu¬ 
nate; and instead of being admitted to dispute the 
prize, ought to undergo the rigor of the laws that 
punish cowards. But what is objected to me as a 
crime, is in truth my greatest glory. For, if my 
enemies, astonished at my valor, durst not venture 
to attack or oppose me, it is no small degree of 
merit that I made them fear me; or if, whilst they 
engaged me, I had at the same time strength to cut 
them in pieces, and skill to guard against their at¬ 
tacks, I must then have been at once both valiant 
and prudent. For whoever, in the midst of an en¬ 
gagement, can expose himself to dangers with cau¬ 
tion and security, shews, that he excels at the same 
time both in the virtues of the mind and the body. 
As for courage, no man living can reproach Cleonnis 
with any want of it; but for his honor’s sake, I am 
sorry that he should appear to want gratitude.” 

After the conclusion of these harangues, the ques¬ 
tion was put to the vote. The whole army is in sus- 
ense, and impatiently waits for the decision. No 
ispute could be so warm and interesting as this. 
It is not a competition for gold or silver, but solely 
for honor. The proper reward of virtue is pure dis¬ 
interested glory. Here the judges are unsuspected. 
The actions of the competitors still speak for them. 
It is the king himself, surrounded with his officers, 
who presides and adjudges. A whole army are the 
witnesses. The field ot battle is a tribunal without 
partiality and cabal. In short, all the votes con¬ 
curred in favor of Aristomenes, and adjudged him 
the prize. 

Euphaes died not many days after the decision of 
this affair. 4 He had reigned thirteen years, and 
during all that time had been engaged in war with 
the Lacedaemonians. As he died without children, 
he left the Messenians at liberty to choose his suc¬ 
cessor. Cleonnis and Damis were candidates in op¬ 
position to Aristomenes; but he was elected king in 
reference to them. When he was on the throne, 
e did not scruple to confer on his two rivals the 
principal offices of the state: all strongly attached 
to the public good, even more than their own glory; 
competitors, but not enemies; these great men were 
actuated by a zeal for their, country, and were 
neither friends nor adversaries to one another, but 
for its preservation. 

In this relation, I have followed the opinion of the 
late Monsieur Boivin 5 the elder, and have made use 
of his learned dissertation upon a fragment of Dio¬ 
dorus Siculus, which the world was little acquainted 
with. He supposes and proves in it, that the king 
spoken of in that fragment is Euphaes; and that 
Aristomenes is the same that Pausanias calls Aristo- 
demus, according to the custom of the ancients who 
were often called by two different names. 

Aristomenes, otherwise called Aristodemus, reign¬ 
ed near seven years, and was equally esteemed and 
beloved by his subjects. The war 6 still continued 
all this time. Towards the end of his reign he beat 
the Lacedaemonians, took their king Theopompus, 
and in honor of Jupiter of Ithome, sacrificed three 
hundred of them, among whom their king was the 
principal victim. Shortly after, Aristodemus sacri¬ 
ficed himself upon the tomb of his daughter, in con¬ 
formity to the answer of an oracle. Damis was his 
successor, but without taking upon him the title of 
king. 

After his death,? the Messenians never had any 
success in their affairs,but found themselves in a very 
wretched and hopeless condition. Being reduced 
to the last extremity, >and utterly destitute of pro¬ 
visions, they abandoned Ithome, and fled to such ot 


4 Pausan. 1. v. p. 235, 241. 

I s Memoirs of the Academy of inscriptions, vol. ii. p. 84—113. 

6 Clem. Alex, in Protrep- p.2U.' Euseb. in Praep. 1. iv. c. 10. 
t Pausan. 1. iv. p. 241, 242. 
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their allies as were nearest to them. The city was 
immediately razed, and the other part of the country 
submitted. ’ They were made to engage by oath never 
to forsake the party of the Lacedaemonians, and never 
to revolt from them; a very useless precaution, only 
proper to make them add the guilt or peijury to their 
rebellion. Their new masters imposed no tribute 
upon them; but contented themselves with obliging 
them to bring to the Spartan market one half of the 
corn they should reap every harvest. It was likewise 
stipulated, that the Messenians, both men and women, 
should attend, in mourning, the funerals either of the 
kings or chief citizens of Sparta; which the Lacedae¬ 
monians probably looked upon as a mark of depen- 
dance, and as a kind of homage 
A. M. 3281. paid to their nation. Thus ended 
Ant. J. C. 723. the first Messenian war, after hav¬ 
ing lasted twenty year3. 

THE SECOND MESSENIAN WAR. 

The lenity 1 with which the Lacedaemonians treated 
the Messenians at first, was of no long duration. 
When once they found the whole country had sub¬ 
mitted, and thought the people incapable of giving 
them any farther trouble, they returned to their na¬ 
tural character of insolence and haughtiness, that oft¬ 
en degenerated into cruelty, and sometimes even into 
ferocity. Instead of treating the vanquished with 
kindness, as friends and allies, and endeavouring by 
gentle methods to win those whom they had subdued 
by force, they seemed intent upon nothing but aggra¬ 
vating their yoke, and making them feel the whole 
weight of subjection. They laid heavy taxes upon 
them, delivered them up to the avarice of the collec¬ 
tors of those taxes, gave no ear to their complaints, 
rendered them no justice, treated them with con¬ 
tempt like vile slaves, and committed the most hein¬ 
ous outrages against them. 

Man, wno is born for liberty, can never reconcile 
himself to servitude: the most gentle slavery exas¬ 
perates, raid provokes him to rebel. What could be 
expected then from so cruel a one as that under which 
the Messenians groaned? After having endured it 
with great uneasiuess 2 near forty years, they resolved 
to throw off the yoke, and to recover their ancient 
liberty. This was in the fourth 
A. M. 3320. year of the twenty-third Olympiad: 
Ant. J. C. 634. the office of archon at Athens was 
then made annual; and Anaxander 
and Anaxidamus reigned at Sparta. 
The Messenians’ first care was to strengthen them¬ 
selves by the alliance of the neighbouring nations. 
These they found well inclined to enter into their 
views, as very agreeable to their own interests. For 
it was not without jealousy and apprehensions, that 
they saw so powerful a city rising up in the midst of 
them, which manifestly seemed to aim at extending 
her dominion over all the rest. The people therefore 
of Elis, the Argives and Sicyonians, declared for the 
Messenians. But before their forces were joined, a 
battle was fought between the Lacedemonians and 
Messenians. Aristomenes, 3 the second of that name, 
was at the head of the latter. He w r as a commander 
of intrepid courage, and of great abilities in war. 
The Lacedemonians were beaten in this engagement. 
Aristomenes, to give the enemy at first an advanta¬ 
geous opinion of nis bravery, knowing what influence 
it has on the success of future enterprise, boldly ven¬ 
tured to enter into Sparta by nignt, and upon the 
gate of the temple of Minerva, surnamed Chalcioecos, 
to hang up a shield, on which was an inscription, 
signifying, that it was a present offered by Aristo¬ 
menes to the goddess out of the spoils of the Lace¬ 
daemonians. 

This bravado did in reality astonish the Lacedae¬ 
monians. But they were still more alarmed at the 

1 Pausan. p. 242. 261. Justin. 1. iii. c. 5. 

* Cum per complures annoa gravia servitutis verbera, 
plcrumque et vincula, cseteraqua captivitatis mala perpessi 
essent, post lon^am pcenarum patieotiam bcllum instau- 
rant. Justin. 1. iii. c. 5. 

* According to several historians, there was another Aris- 
tomcnes in the first Messenian war. Diod, 1. xv. p. 373. 


formidable league that. was formed against them. 
The Delphic oracle, which they consulted, in order to 
know by what means they should be successful in 
this war, directed them to send to Athens for a com¬ 
mander, and to submit to his counsel and conduct. 
This was a very mortifying step to so haughty a city 
as Sparta. But the fear of incurring the god’s dis¬ 
pleasure, by a direct disobedieuce, prevailed over all 
other considerations. They sent an embassy therefor© 
to the Athenians. The people of Athens were some¬ 
what perplexed at the request. On the one hand 
they were not sorry to see the Lacedaemonians at war 
with their neighbours, and were far from desiring to 
furnish them with a good general: on the other, tney 
were afraid also of disobeying the god. To extricate 
themselves out of this difficulty, they offered the La¬ 
cedaemonians Tyrtxus. He was a poet by profession, 
and had something original in the turn oi his mind, 
and disagreeable in his person; for he was lame. 
Notwithstanding these defects, the Lacedaemonians 
received him as a general sent them by Heaven itself. 
Their success did not at first answer their expecta¬ 
tion, for they lost three battles successively. 

The kings of Sparta, discouraged by so many dis¬ 
appointments, anti out of all hopes of better success 
for the future, were absolutely bent upon returning to 
Sparta, and marching home again with their forces. 
Tyrtceus opposed this design very warmly, and at 
length brought them over to his opinion. He ad¬ 
dressed the troops, and repeated to them some verses 
he had made witn that intention, and on which he had 
bestowed great pains and application. He first en¬ 
deavoured to comfort them for their past losses, which 
he imputed to no fault of theirs, but only to ill for¬ 
tune, or to fate, which no human wisdom can surmount. 
He then represented to them, how shameful it would 
be for Spartans to fly from an enemy; and how glo¬ 
rious it would be for them rather to perish sword in 
hand, if it was so decreed by fate, in fighting for their 
country. Then, as if all clanger was vanished, and 
the gods, fully satisfied and appeased with their late 
calamities, were entirely turned to their side, he set 
victory before their eyes as present and certain, and 
as if she herself were inviting them to battle. All the 
ancient authors, 4 uho have made any mention of the 
style and character of Tyrtacus’s poetrjs observe, that 
it was full of a certain fire, ardour, and enthusiasm, 
that inflamed the minds of men, that exalted them 
above themselves, that inspired 5 them with something 
generous and martial, that extinguished all fear and 
apprehension of danger or death, and made them 
wholly intent upon the preservation of their country 
and their own glory. 

Tyrtams’s verses had really this effect on the soldiers 
upon this occasion. They all desired, with one voice, 
to march against the enemy. Being become indiffer¬ 
ent as to their lives, they had no thoughts but to se¬ 
cure themselves the honour of a burial. To this end 
they all tied strings round their right arms, on which 
were inscribed their own and their fathers’ names, 
that, if they chanced to be killed in the battle, and to 
have their faces so altered through time, or accidents, 
as not to be distinguishable, it might certainly be 
known who each of them was by these marks. Sol¬ 
diers determined to die are very valiant. This ap¬ 
peared in the battle that ensued. It was very bloody, 
the victory being a long time disputed on both sides: 
but at last the Messenians gave way. When Tyrtseus 
went afterwards to Sparta, he was received with the 
greatest marks of distinction, and incorporated into 
the body of citizens. 

The gaining of this battle did not put an end to the 
war, which had already lasted three j'ears. Aristo¬ 
menes, having assembled the remains of his army, re¬ 
tired to the top of a mountain, of difficult access, which 
was called Ira. The conquerors attempted to carry 
the place by assault, but that brave prince defended 
himself there for the space of eleven years, and per- 


* Plat. 1. i. de Legib. p. 629. Plut. in Agid. et Clcom. p. 
805. 

c Tyrteeusque mares animos in martia bella 
Versibus cxacuit. Hor. in Jlrt. Poet 
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formed the most extraordinary actions of valour. He 
was at last obliged to quit it, only by surprise and 
treachery, after having defended it like a lion. Such 
of the Messenians as tell into the hands of the Lace¬ 
daemonians on this occasion, were reduced to the con¬ 
dition of the Helots. The rest, seeing their country 
ruined, went and settled at Zancle, a city in Sicily, 
which afterwards took its name from this people, and 
was called Messana; the same place as is called at 
this day Messina. Aristomenes, after having con¬ 
ducted one of his daughters to Rhodes, whom he had 
given in marriage to the tyrant of that place, thought 


of passing on to Sardis, to remain with Ardys, king 
of the Lydians, or to Ecbatana, with Phraortes, king 
of the Medes; but death prevented the execution of 
all his designs. 

The second Messenian war was 
of fourteen years’ duration, and A. M. 3333. 
ended the iirst year of the twenty- Ant. J. C. 671. 
seventh Olympiad. 

There was a third war between these people and the 
Lacedaemonians, which began botli at the time, and 
on the occasion, of a great earthquake that happened 
at Sparta. We shall speak of this war in its place. 
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The reigns of Philip king of Macedon, and Alex¬ 
ander his son, which are the subject of this volume, 
contain the space of thirty-six years; the reign of the 
former incluaing twenty-four, and that of the latter 
twelve. They extend from the first year of the evth 
Olympiad, or the year of the world 3644, to the first 
year of the cxivth Olympiad, which answers to the 
year of the world 3680. 

The kings who reigned during that time in Persia, 
were Artaxerxes, Ochus, Arses, and Darius Codorna- 
nus. The Persian empire expired with the last. 

We know not anj r thing concerning the transactions 
of the Jews during these thirty-six years, except what 
we are told by Josephus, Book xi. chap. 7 and 8, of 
his Antiquities of the Jews, under the high-priests 
John or Johannan, and Jaddus. These will be men¬ 
tioned in the course of this history, with which that 
of the Jews is intermixed. 

The ahove mentioned space of thirty-six years 
(with respect to the Roman history,) extends from the 
393d to tne 429th year from the foundation of Rome. 
The great men who made the most conspicuous figure 
among the Romans during that space of time, were 
Appius Claudius the dictator, T. Quinctius Capitoli- 
nus, Tit. Manlius Torquatus, L. Papirius Cursor, M. 
Valerius Corvinus, Q. Fabius Maximus, and the two 
Decii, who devoted themselves to death for the sake 
of their country. 

The names of Philip and Alexander, of whom we 
are now to speak, are so well known, that it would 
be superfluous to inform our readers, that the history 
of those two princes is very important and affecting. 

It were to be wished, that the entire life of Philip 
of Macedon, written by some ancient author, had 
come down to us; or (since we have no such life) that 
some modern writer had collected with care from va¬ 
rious authors, the several circumstances relating to it. 
For want of this, I have had recourse chiefly to De¬ 
mosthenes, and the interpreters of this orator; par¬ 
ticularly to the notes of hi. de Tourreil, and those of 
Signior Lucchesini, 1 a noble patrician of Lucca, whose 
remarks are very learned. 


With regard to Alexander the Great, not to men¬ 
tion Diodorus Siculus, and Justin; Quintus Curtius, 
Plutarch and Arrian, have treated very largely of that 
monarch. The latter, who was a disciple of Epicte¬ 
tus, was of Nicomedia in Bithynia. He flourished 
under the emperor Adrian, and the two Antonines. 
Arrian was a soldier, as well as a philosopher and 
historian; and this appears from the descriptions he 
gives of battles, which are much more accurate and 
exact than those of Quintus Curtius. His style is 
simple and unadorned, and he makes but few or no 
reflections; but this simplicity is infinitely superior 
to the splendid diction of the Latin historian. Arrian 
wrote the campaigns of Alexander the Great in seven 
hooks, in imitation of Xenophon, who had related 
those of Cyrus, in the same number of books; which 
circumstance, with some resemblance in their styles, 
has occasioned his being sometimes called the modern 
Xenophon. His history of India, comprised in one 
book only, seems in some measure the sequel and 
conclusion of that of Alexander. 

Quintus Curtius wrote the same history in ten 
books; the two first of. which were not‘transmitted 
to us but have been supplied by Freinshemius. 
The time in which Quintus Curtius lived is not ex¬ 
actly known, a circumstance which has occasioned 
a great dispute among the learned; some of whom 
place him under Augustus or Tiberius, others under 
Vespasian, and others again under Trajan. Ills style 
is florid and agreeable; his history abounds with ju¬ 
dicious reflections and very beautiful speeches; but 
the latter are generally too long, and have too much 
the air of declamation. His thoughts though inge¬ 
nious, and very often extremely just, have however 
a conceited glitter, an affected brightness, which do 
not seem to argue the character of the Augustan age. 
It would be surprising, if Quintus Curtius had lived 
before Quintilian, that the latter in his enumeration 
of the Latin authors, should have made no mention 
of so remarkable an historian. Be this as it will 
(for I leave the decision of it to the learned) I have 
made great use of that author, as well as of the ex¬ 
cellent translation which M. de Vaugelas has given 
us of him. 


* These notes were printed at Rome rn 3730. 
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SECTION I. 

The history, of which it remains for me to treat in 
this work, is that of the successors of Alexander, and 
comprehends the space of two hundred and ninety- 
three years; from the death of that monarch, and tne 
commencement of the reign of Ptolemy the son of 
Lagus, in Egypt, to the death of Cleopatra, when 
that kingdom became a Roman province, under the 
emperor Augustus. 

The history will present to our view a series of all 
the crimes which usually arise from inordinate ambi¬ 
tion; scenes of jealousy and perfidy, treason, ingra¬ 
titude, and flagrant abuses of sovereign power; cruelty, 
impiety, an utter oblivion of the natural sentiments 
of probity and honour, with the violation of all laws, 
human and divine, will rise before us. We shall be¬ 
hold nothing but fatal dissensions, destructive wars, 
and dreadful revolutions. Men, originally friends, 
brought up together, and natives of the same country, 
companions in the same dangers, and instruments in 
the accomplishment of the same exploits and victo¬ 
ries, will conspire to tear in pieces the empire they had 
all concurred to form at the expense of their blood. 
We shall see the captains of Alexander sacrifice the 
mother, the wives, the brother, and sisters, of that 
prince, to their own ambition; without sparing even 
those to whom they themselves either owed, or gave, 
life. We shall no longer behold tho^e glorious times 
of Greece, that were once so productive of great men 
and great examples; or, if we should happen to dis¬ 
cover some traces and remains of them, they will 
only resemble the fleams of lightning that shoot 
along in a rapid track, and attract attention only in 
consequence of the profound darkness that precedes 
and follows them. 

I acknowledge myself to be sufficiently sensible 
how much a ■writer is to be pitied, for being obliged 
to represent human nature in such colours and linea¬ 
ments as dishonour her, and which cannot fail of in¬ 
spiring disgust, and a secret affliction in the minds of 
those who are made spectators of such a picture. 
History loses whatever is most interesting and most 
capable of conveying pleasure and instruction, when 
she can only produce those effects, by inspiring the 
mind with horror for criminal actions, and by a repre¬ 
sentation of the calamities which usually succeed 
them, and are to be considered as their just punish¬ 
ment. It is difficult to engage the attention of a 
reader, for any considerable time, on objects which 
only raise his indignation; and it would be affronting 
him, to seem desirous of dissuading him from the ex¬ 
cess of inordinate passions, of which he conceives 
himself incapable. 

How is it possible to diffuse any interest through a 
narration, which lias nothing to offer but a uniform 
series of vices and great crimes; and which makes it 
necessary to enter into a particular detail of the ac¬ 
tions and characters of men born for the calamity of 
the human race, and whose very name should not be 
transmitted to posterity? It may even be thought 
dangerous, to familiarize the minds of the generality of 
mankind to uninterrupted scenes of two successful ini¬ 
quity; and to be particular in describing the unjust 


success which waited on those illustrious criminals, the 
long duration of whose prosperity being frequently at¬ 
tended with the privileges und rewards of virtue, may 
be thought an imputation on Providence, by persons 
of weak understandings. 

This history, which seems likely to prove very dis¬ 
agreeable, from the reasons I have just mentioned, 
will become more so from the obscurity and confusion 
in which the. several transactions will be involved, and 
which it will be difficult, if not impossible, to remedy. 
Ten or twelve of Alexander’s captains were engaged 
in a course of hostilities against each other, for the. 
partition of his empire alter his death; and to secure, 
to themselves some portion greater or less, of that 
vast body. Sometimes feigned friends, sometimes 
declared enemies, they are continually forming differ¬ 
ent parties and leagues, which are to subsist no long¬ 
er than is consistent with the interest of each indivi¬ 
dual. Macedonia changed its master five or six times 
in a very short space; by what means then can order 
and perspicuity be prt served, in so prodigious a varie¬ 
ty of events that are perpetually crossing and break¬ 
ing in upon each other? 

Resides which, 1 am no longer supported by any 
ancient authors capable of conducting me through this 
darkness and confusion. Diodorus will entirely aban¬ 
don me, after having been nw guide for some time; 
and no other historian will appear to take his place. 
No proper series of affairs will remain; the several 
events are not to be disposed into any regular connex¬ 
ion with each other; nor will it be possible to point 
out, either the motives to the resolutions formed, or 
the proper character of the principal actors in this scene 
of obscurity. I think myst If happy when Polybius, or 
Plutarch, lend me their assistance. In my account of 
Alexander’s successors, whose transactions are, per¬ 
haps, the most complicated and perplexed part of an¬ 
cient history, Usher, Prideaux, and Vaillant, will be 
my usual guides; and on many occasions, 1 shall only 
transcribe from Prideaux; but, with all these aids, I 
shall not promise to throw so much light upon this 
history as 1 could desire. 

After a war of more than twenty years, the number 
of the principal competitors was reduced to four: 
Ptolemy, Cassander, Seleucus, and Lysimachus; the 
empire of Alexander was divided into four fixed king¬ 
doms, agreeably to the prediction of Daniel, by a so¬ 
lemn treaty concluded between the parties. Three of 
these kingdoms, Egypt, Macedonia, Syria, or Asia, will 
have a regular succession of monarchs, sufficiently 
clear and distinct; but the fourth, which comprehend¬ 
ed Thrace, with part of the Lesser Asia, and some 
neighbouring provinces, will suffer a number of vari 
ations. 

As the. kingdom of Egypt was that which was sub¬ 
ject to the fewest changes, because Ptolemy, who was 
established there as governor, at the death of Alexan¬ 
der, retained the. possession of it ever after, and left 
it to his posterily; we shall, therefore, consider this 
prince as the basis of our chronology, and our several 
cpochas shall be fixed‘from him. 

This seventh volume, therefore, will contain the 
space of one hundred and three or four years under 
the three first kings of Egyut: viz. Ptolemy the son 
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of Lagus, who reigned thirty-eight years; Ptolemy 
P’hjladelphus, w r ho reigned forty, and Ptolemy Eucr- 
getes, whose reign continued twenty-seven. 

In order to throw some light upon the history con¬ 
tained therein, I shall, m the tirst place, give the 
principal events of it, in a chronological abridgment. 

Introductory to which, I must desire the reader to 
accompany me in some reflections, which have not 
escaped Monsieur Bossuet, with relation to Alexan¬ 
der. This prince, who was the most renowned and 
illustrious conqueror in all history, was the last mo¬ 
narch of his race. Macedonia, his ancient kingdom, 
which his ancestors had governed for so many ages, 
was invaded from all quarters,as a vacant succession; 
and after it had long been a prey to the strongest, it 
was at last transferred to another family. If Alex¬ 
ander had continued peaceably in Macedonia, the 
grandeur of his empire would not have excited the 
ambition of his captains; and he might have transmit¬ 
ted the sceptre of his progenitors to his own descend¬ 
ants; but. as he had not prescribed any bounds to 
his power, he was instrumental in the destruction of 
h:s house, and we shall behold the. extermination of 
his family, without the least remaining traces of them 
in history. Ilis conquests occasioned a vast effusion 
of blood, and furnished his captains with a pretext for 
murdering one another. These were the effects that 
flowed from the boasted bravery of Alexander, or 
rather from that brutality, which, under the specious 
names of ambition and glory, spread desolation, and 
carried fire and sword through whole provinces, with¬ 
out the least provocation, and shed the blood of mul¬ 
titudes who had never injured him. 

We are not to imagine, however, that Providence 
abandoned these events to chance; but, as it was then 
preparing all things for the approaching appearance 
of the Messiah, it was vigilant to unite all the nations 
that were to be first enlightened with the gospel, by 
the use of one and the same language, which was that 
of Greece: and the same Providence made it necessa¬ 
ry for them to learn this foreign tongue, by subjecting 
I hem to such masters as spoke no other. The Deity, 
therefore, by the agency of this language, which be¬ 
came more common and universal than any other, 
facilitated the preaching of the apostles, and rendered 
it more uniform. 

It has been also remarked, that the design of God 
in extending the Grecian conquests through those 
very nations that were to be converted by the gospel, 
was, that the philosophy of the Greeks should be 
equally diffusive; in order to prepare the minds of 
those barbarous people; to train them up in a habitude 
of turning their reflections inward upon themselves; 
to render them attentive to the distinction of body and 
soul, matter and spirit; to awaken in them an idea of 
the soul’s immortality, and the great end of man’s ex¬ 
istence; to recall the first principles of the law of na¬ 
ture; to distinguish the. characteristics of the principal 
virtues; to furnish them with rules for discharging the 
duties of life, and to establish the most essential ties 
of society, of which individuals are the members. 
Christianity derived advantages from all these prepa¬ 
rations, and has gathered in all the fruit of those seeds, 
which Providence scattered on the minds of men at 
such a remote distance, and which the grace of Jesus 
Christ caused to spring forth, at the period pre-or¬ 
dained from all eternity by the divine decrees. 

But though the Deity caused the Grecian conquests 
to be productive of all these advantages to his churches, 
he did not consider the Greeks as less criminal, oriels 
deserving of punishment. They had no intention to 
be subservient to his eternal purposes of mercy, and 
onlv proposed the gratification of their own ambition 
and avarice; but his wisdom and power caused their 
unjust desires to be instrumental in the accomplish¬ 
ment of his own decrees. It was indeed extremely re¬ 
markable, as I have already intimated, that most of the 
near relations, and all the officers of Alexander, should 
be taken off by miserable truths. The Almighty 
caused those usurpers to exterminate one another, and 
employed their own ministration to punish them for 
the cle predations, barbarities, and injustice, with which 
they had harassed so many nations, who had never 


injured them, and whose only crime consisted in their 
desire to be free and not to acknowledge them fur 
their masters. 

Victuvique ulciscitur orbem. 

Thus did their crimes avenge the conquered world. 

SECTION II. 

A chronological abridgement of the history contained in this 
seventh volume. 

The partition of the empire of Alexander the Great 
among the generals of that prince, immediately after 
his death, did not subsist for any length of time, and 
hardly took place, if we except Egypt, where Ptole¬ 
my had first established himself, and on the throne of 
which he always maintained himself without acknow¬ 
ledging any superior. 

It was not till after the battle of 
Ipsus in Phrygia, wherein Antigo- A. M. 3704. 
mis, and his son Demetrius, sur- Ant. J. C. 300. 
named Poliorcetes, were defeated, 
and the former lost his life, that this partition was 
fully regulated and fixed. The empire of Alexander 
was then divided into four kingdums, by a solemn 
treaty, as had been foretold by Daniel. Ptolemy had 
Egypt, Libya, Arabia, Coclesyria, and Palestine. Cas- 
sander,the son of Antipater, obtained Macedonia and 
Greece. Lysimachus acquired Thrace, Bithynia, and 
some other provinces on the other side of the Helles¬ 
pont and the Bosphorus. And Scleucus had Syria, 
and all that part of the greater Asia which extended 
to the other side of the Euphrates, and as far as the 
river Indus. 

Of these four kingdoms, those of Egypt and Syria 
subsisted, almost without any interruption, in the 
same families, through a long succession of princes. 
The kingdom of Macedonia had several masters of 
different families successively. That of Thrace was 
at last divided into several branches, and no longer 
constituted one entire body, by which means all traces 
of regular succession ceased to subsist. 

I. The Kingdom of Egypt. 

The kingdom of Egypt had fourteen monarchs, in¬ 
cluding Cleopatra, after whose death, those dominions 
became a province of the Roman empire. All these 
princes had the common name of Ptolemy, but each 
of them was likewise distinguished by a peculiar sur¬ 
name. They had also the appellation of Lagides, 
from Lagus the father of that Ptolemy who reigned 
the first in Egypt. The fifth and sixth volumes con¬ 
tain the histories of six of these kings, and I shall 
give their names a place here, with the duration of 
their reigns, the first of which commenced immediate¬ 
ly upon the death of Alexander the Great. 

A.I\I. Ptolemy Soter. He reigned thirty-eight 

3680. years and some months. 

Ptolemv Philadelphia. He reigned forty 
3718. years, including the two years of his reign 
in the lifetime of his father. 

3758. Ptolemv Euergetes, twenty-five years. 

3733. Ttolemy Philopator, seventeen. 

3P00. Ptolemy Epiphanes, twenty-four. 

3824. Ptolemy Philometor, thirty-four. 

II. 7'he Kingdom rf Syria. 

The kingdom of Syria had twenty-seven kings; 
which makes it evident, that their reigns were often 
very short: and indeed several of these princes 
waded to the throne through the blood of their pre- 
deccssois. 

They are usually called the Seleucidm, from Seleu¬ 
cus, who reigned the first in Syria. History reckons 
up six kings of this name, and thirteen who are called 
by that of Antiochus; but they are all distinguished 
by different surnames. Others of them assumed dif¬ 
ferent names, and the last, Antiochus XIII. was sur- 
nnmecl Epiphanes, Asiaticus, and Oonmiagenus. In 
his reign Pompey reduced Syria into a Ionian pro¬ 
vince, after it had been governed by kmgs for the space 
of tw r o hundred anti fifty years, according to Eusebius. 

The kings of Syria, the transactions of whose reigns 
are contained in the fifth and sixth volumes, are eight 
in number. 
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A. M. Seleucus locator. He reigned twenty 
3704. years. 

3724. Antiochus Soter, nineteen. 

3743. Antiochus Theos, fifteen. 

3753. Seleucus Callinicus, twenty. 

3773. Seleucus Ccraunus, three. 

3781. Antiochus the Great, thirty-six. 

3817. Seleucus Philopator, twelve. 

3329. Antiochus Epiphanes, brotlier of Seleu¬ 

cus Philopator, eleven. 

III. The Kingdom of Jttacedojua. 

Macedonia frequently changed its 
A.. M. 3707. masters, alter the solemn partition had 
been made between the four princes. 
Cassauder died three or four years after that partition, 
and left three sons. Philip, the eldest, died shortly 
after his father. The other two contended for the 
crown without enjoying it, both dying soon after with¬ 
out issue. 

Demetrius Poliorcetes, Pyrrhus, and 
A.M. 3710. Lysimacliua made themselves masters of 
all, or the greatest part of Macedonia; 
sometimes in conjunction, and at other times sepa¬ 
rately. 

After the death ofLysimachus, Seleu- 
A. M. 3723. cus possessed himself of Macedonia, but 
did not long enjoy it. 

Ptolemy Ceratmus having slain the 
A.M. 3724. preceding prince, seized the kingdom, 
and possessed it but a very short time, 
having lost his life in a battle with the Gauls, who 
had made an irruption into that country. 

Sosthenes, who defeated the Gauls, 
A.M.3726. reigned but a short time iu Mace¬ 
donia. 

. Antigonus Gonatas, the son of Deme- 
A.M. 3723. trius Poliorcetes, at length obtained the 
peaceable possession of the kingdom of 
Macedonia, and transmitted it to his descendants, 
after he had reigned thirty-four years. 

He was succeeded by his son Deme- 
A.M. 3762. trius, who reigned 10 years, and then 
died, leaving a son named Philip, who 
wa3 but two j r ears old. 

Antigonus Doson reigned 12 years in 
A.M. 3772. the quality of guardian to the young 
prince. 

A.M.3784. Philip after the death of Antigonus, | 
ascended the throne at the age of four¬ 
teen years, and reigned something more than forty. 

His son Perseus succeeded him, and 
A.M. 3824. reigned about eleven years. He was 
defeated and taken prisoner by Paulus 
jEniilius; and Macedonia, in consequence of that 
victory, was added to the provinces of the Roman 
empire. 

IV. The Kingdom of Thrace , and Bithynia , fyc. 

This fourth kingdom, composed of several separate 
provinces very remote from one another, had not any 
succession of princes, and did not long subsist in its 
first condition; Lysimachus, who first obtained it, 
having been killed in a battle after a reign of twenty 
years, and all his family being exterminated by as¬ 
sassinations, his dominions were dismembered, and 
o longer constituted one kingdom. 

SECTION III. 

A chronological abridgement of the history of several lesser 
kingdoms. 

Besides the provinces which were divided among 
the captains of Alexander, there were others which 
had been either formed before, or were then erected, 
into different states, independent of the Greeks, whose 
power greatly increased in process of time. 

Kings of Bithynia. 

Whilst Alexander was extending his 
A.M. 3033. conquests in the East,Zypcthes had laid 
the foundations of the kingdom of Bithy¬ 


nia. It is not certain who this Zypethes was, unless 
that Pausanias, 1 from his name, conjectures, that he 
was a Thracian. His successors, however, are better 
known. 

Kicomedes I. This prince invited the 
Gauls to assist him against his brother, A. M, 3726. 
with whom he was engaged in a war. 

Prusias I. 

I’rusias II. surnamed the Hunter, in 
whose court Hannibal took refuge, and A.M.3820, 
assisted him with his counsels, in his war 
against Eumenes II. king of Pergamus. 

JVicouiedes II. was killed by Ins son Socrates. 
Kicomedes III. was assisted bv the Romans in his 
wars with Mithridates, and bequeathed to them at his 
death the kingdom of Bithynia, as a testimonial of his 
gratitude to them; by.which means these territories 
became a Roman province. 

Kings of Pergamvs. 

This kingdom at first comprehended only one of 
the smallest provinces of Mhsia, on the coast of the 
iEgean sea, over against the island of Lesbos. 

It was founded by Philet;erus, a 
eunuch, who had served under Do- A. M. 3721. 
cimus, a commander of the troops of Ant. J. C. 283. 
Antigonus. Lysimachus confided 
to him the treasures he had deposited in the castle of 
the city of Pergamus, and he became master both of 
these and the city after the death of that prince. He 
governed this little sovereignty for the space of twenty- 
years, and then left it to Eumenes his nephew. 

Eumenes I. enlarged his princi¬ 
pality, by the addition of several A.M. 3741. 
cities, which he took from the kings Ant. J. C. 263. 
of Syria, having defeated Antio- 
chus, the son of Seleucus, in a battle. He reigned 
twenty-two years. 

lie was succeeded by Attains I. 
his cousin-german, who assumed the A. M. 3763. 

title of king, after he had conquer- Ant. J. C. 241. 
ed the Galatians; and transmitted 
it to his posterity, who enjoyed it to the third gene¬ 
ration. He assisted the Romans in their war with 
Philip, and died after a reign of forty-three years. 
He left four sons. 

His successor was Eumenes II. his 
eldest son, who founded the famous A. M. 3807. 
library of Pergamus. lie reigned Ant. J. C. 187. 
thirty-nine years, and left the crown, 
to his brother Attalus, in the quality of guardian to 
one of his sons whom he had by Stratonice, the sister 
of Ariarathes king of Cappadocia. The Romans en¬ 
larged his dominions considerably, after the victory 
they obtained over Antiochus the Great. 

Attalus II. espoused Stratonice 
his brother’s widow, and took ex- A. M. 3845. 
traordinarv care of his nephew, to Ant. J. C. 159. 
whom he left the crown, after he 
had worn it twenty-one years. 

Attalus III. surnamed Philome- A. M. 3866. 
tor, distinguished himself by his Ant. J. C. 138. 
barbarous and extraordinary con¬ 
duct. lie died after he had reigned five years, and 
bequeathed his riches and dominions to the R.omans. 

Aristonicus, who claimed the suc¬ 
cession, endeavoured to defend his A.M. 3871. 
pretensions against the Romans, but Ant. J. C. 133. 
the kingdom of Pergamus was re¬ 
duced, after a war of four years, into a Roman province. 

Kings of Pani ns. 

The kingdom of Pontus, in Asia 
Minor, was anciently dismembered A. M. 3490. 
from the monarchy of Persia, by Ant. J. C. 514. 
Darius the son of Hystaspes, in fa¬ 
vour of Artabazus, who is said by some historian#, to 
have been the son of one of those Persian lords who 
conspired against the Magi. 

Poutus is a region of Asia Minor, situated partly 
along the coast of the Euxine sea (Panins Euxinus .) 


* Lib. v. p. 310. 
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from which it derives its name. It extends from the 
river Halys, as far as Colchis. Several princes reign¬ 
ed in that country since Artabazus. 

• The sixth monarch was Mithri- 
A. M. 3G00. dates I. who is properly considered 
Ant. J. C. 404. as the founder of the kingdom of 
Pontus, and his name was assumed 
by the generality of his successors. 

He was succeeded by his son Ari- 
A.M. 3641. obarzancs,\vho had governed Phrv- 
Ant. J. C. 263. gia under Artaxtrxes INI ntmon: he 
reigned twenty-six years. 

His successor was Mithridatrs II. 
A.M. 3667. Antigonus suspecting, in cor.se- 
Ant. J. C. 337. quence of a dream, that he favour¬ 
ed Cassander, had determined to 
destroy him, but he eluded the danger by flight. This 
prince was called or ike Founder, and reigned 

thirty-five years. 

Mithridates III., who succeeded 
A.M. 3702. him, added Cappadocia and Paph- 
Ant. J. C. 302. lagouia to his dominion, and reign¬ 
ed thirty-six years. 

After the reigns of two other kings, Mithridates 
IV. the great-grandfather of Mithridates the Great, 
ascended the throne, and espoused a daughter of Se- 
leucus Callinicus, king of Syria, by whom he had 
Laodice, who was married to Antiochus the Great. 

He was succeeded by his son 
A. M. 3319. Tharnaces, who had some disagree- 
Ant. J. C. 185. inent with the kings of Pergamus. 

He made himself master of Sinope, 
which afterwards became the capital of the kingdom 
of Pontus. 

After him reigned Mithridates V., surnamed Euer- 
getes, the first who was called the friend of the Ro¬ 
mans, because he had assisted them against the Car- 
thagenians in the third Punic war. 

He was succeeded by his sou 
A.M. 3380. Mithridates VI. surnamed F.upa- 
Ant. J. C. 124. tor. This is the great Milhridati s 
who sustained so long a war with 
the Romans: he reigned sixty-six years. 

Kings of Cappadocia . 

Strabo 1 informs us, that Cappadocia was divided 
into two Satrapies, or governments, under the Per¬ 
sians, as it also was under the Macedonians. The 
maritime part of Cappadocia formed the kingdom of 
Pontus: the other tracts constituted Cappadocia pro¬ 
perly so called, or Cappadocia Major, which extend¬ 
ed along mount Taurus, and to a great distance be¬ 
yond it. 

When Alexander’s captains di- 
A.M. 3632. vided the provinces of his empire 
Ant. J. C. 322. among themselves, Cappadocia was 
governed by a prince named Aria- 
rathes. Perdiecas attacked and defeated him, after 
which he caused him to be slain. 

His son Ariarathes re-entered the kingdom of his 
father some time after this event, and established him¬ 
self so effectually, that he left it to his posterity. 

The generality of his successors assumed the same 
name, and will have their place in the series of the 
history. 

Cappadocia, after the death of Arehelaus, the last 
of its kings, became a province of the Roman empire, 
as the rest of Asia also did much about the same time. 

Kings of Armenia. 

Armenia, a vast country of Asia, extending on each 
side of the Euphrates, was conquered by the Per¬ 
sians; after which it was transferred, with the rest of 
the empire, to the Macedonians, and at last fell to 
the share of the Romans. It was governed for a 
great length of time by its own kings, the most con¬ 
siderable of whom was Tigranes, who espoused the 
daughter of the great Mit nr i dates, king of Pontus, 
and was also engaged in a long war with the Romans. 
This kingdom supported itself many years, between 
the Roman and Parthian empires, sometimes depend¬ 


ing on the one and sometimes on the other, till at 
last the Romans became its masters. 

Kings of Epirus. 

Epirus is a province of Greece, separated from 
Thessaly and Macedonia by mount pindus. The 
most powerful people of this country were the Mo- 
lossians. 

The kings of Epirus pretended to derive their de¬ 
scent from Pyrrhus, the son of Arhilh s, who estab¬ 
lished himself in that country; and called themselves 
.'Eacidre, from iEaeus, the grandfather of Achilles. 

The genealogy of the latter kings, who were the 
only sovereigns of this country of whom any accounts 
remain, is variously related bv authors, and conse¬ 
quently must be doubtful and obscure. 2 

Arymbas ascended the throne, after a long succes¬ 
sion of kings; and as he was then very young, the 
states of Epirus, who were sensible that the welfare 
of the people depends on the proper education of 
their princes, sent him to Athens, which was the resi¬ 
dence and centre of all the arts and sciences, in order 
to cultivate, in that excellent school, such knowledge 
as was necessary to form the mind of a king. He there 
learned the art of .reigning, and as he surpassed all his 
ancestors in ability and knowledge, he was in conse¬ 
quence infinitely more esteemed and beloved by his 
people than they had been. When he returned from 
Athens, he made laws, established a senate and ma¬ 
gistracy, and regulated the form of the government. 3 

Neoptolemus, whose daughter Olympias had es¬ 
poused Philip king of Macedon, attained an equal 
share, in the regal government with Arvmbas his eldest 
brother, by the influence of his son-in-law. After the 
death of Arymbas, iEaciclas, his son, ought to have 
been his successor; but Philip still had sufficient in¬ 
fluence to procure his expulsion from the kingdom by 
the. Molossians, who established Alexander, the son 
of JNTeoptolemus, sole monarch of Epirus. 

Alexander espoused Cleopatra, the daughter of 
Philip, and marched with an army into Italy, where 
he lost his life in the country of the Brutians. 

iEacidas then ascended the throne, and reigned 
without any associate in Epirus. He espoused Phillis, 
the daughter of Menon the Thessalian, by whom he 
had two daughters, Deidamia and Troias, and one 
son, the celebrated Pyrrhus. 

As he was marching to the assistance of Olympias, 
his troops mutinied against him, condemned him to 
exile, and slaughtered most of his friends. Pyrrhus, 
who was then an infant, happily escaped this mas¬ 
sacre. 

Neoptolemus, a prince of the blood, but whose 
particular extraction is little known, was placed on 
the throne by the people of Epirus. 

Pyrrhus, being recalled by nis subjects at the age 
of twelve years, first shared the sovereignty with Nc- 
optolemus; but having afterwards divested him of his 
dignity, he reigned alone. 

This history will treat of the va¬ 
rious adventures of this prince. He 'A.M. 3733. 
died in the citv of Argos, in an at- Ant. J. C. 271. 
tack to make himself master of it. 

Helenus, his son, reigned after him for some t^ne 
in Epirus, which was afterwards united to the Roman 
empire. 

Tjrants of Hcraclca. 

Heraclea is a city of Pontus, anciently founded by 
the Boeotians, who sent a colony into that country by 
the order of an oracle. 

When the Athenians, having conquered the Per¬ 
sians, had imposed a tribute on the cities of Greece 
and Asia Minor, for the fitting out and support of a 
fleet intended for the defence of the common liberty, 
the inhabitants of Hcraclca, in consequence of their 
attachment to the Persians, were the only people who 


a Died. 1. xvi. p. 465. Justin. 1. viii. c. 6. Tlut. in 
Pvrrho. 

'a Quanto dcctior majoribus, tanto et gratior papulo fuit 
Just. 1. xvii. c. 3. 


» Strab. 1. xii. p. 534. 
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refused to acquiesce in so just a contribution. 1 La- 
machus was therefore sent against them, and he ra¬ 
vaged their territories; but a violent tempest having 
destroyed his whole fleet, he beheld himself abandon¬ 
ed to the mercy of that people, whose innate ferocity 
might naturally have been increased by the severe 
treatment they had lately received. But they had 
recourse to no other vengeance than kindness; they 
furnished him with provisions and troops for his re¬ 
turn, and were willing to consider the depredations 
which had been committed in their country as advan¬ 
tageous to them, if at that price they could convert 
the enmity of the Athenians into friendship. 2 

Some time after this event, the 
A. M. 3640. populace of Heraclea excited a vio- 
Ant. J. C. 364. lent commotion against the rich 
citizens and senators, who having 
implored assistance to no effect, first from Timotheus 
the Athenian, and afterwards from Epaminondas the 
Theban, were necessitated to recall Clearchus a sena¬ 
tor to their defence, whom themselves had banished; 
but his exiie had neither improved his morals nor 
rendered him a better citizen than he was before. 
He therefore made the troubles, in w'hich he found 
the city involved, subservient to his design of sub¬ 
jecting it to his own power. With this view he open¬ 
ly declared for the people, caused himself to be in¬ 
vested with the highest office in the magistracy, and 
assumed a sovereign authority- in a short time. Being 
thus become a professed tyrant, there were no kinds of 
violence to which he had not recourse against the rich 
and the senators, to satiate his avarice and cruelty. 
He proposed for his model Dionysius the Tyrant, who 
had established his power over the Syracusans at the 
same time. 

After a hard and inhuman servitude of twelve years, 
two young citizens, who were Plato’s disciples, and 
had been instructed in his maxims, formed a conspi¬ 
racy against Clearchus, and slew him; but though 
they delivered their country from the tyrant, the 
tyranny still subsisted. 

Timotheus, 3 the son of Clearchus 
A.M. 3652. assumed his place, and pursued his 
Ant. J. C. 352. conductfortnespaceoffifteenyears. 

He was succeeded by his brother 
A.M. 3667. Dionysius, 4 who was in danger of 
Ant. J. C. 337. being dispossessed of his authority 


* Justin. J. xvi. c. 3—5. Diod.!. xv. p. 300. 

Heradienses honestiorem beneficii, quam ultionia ocea- 
donem rati, instructns commeatibus auxiliisque dimitiuut; 
bene agroram suorum populationem impensam existimantCB, 
si, quo* hostes habueranl, araicoe reddidissent. Justin. 

3 Diod. I. xvi p. 435. * Ibid. p. 478. 
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by Perdiccas; but as this last was soon destroyed, 
Dionysius contracted a friendship with Antigonus, 
whom he assisted against Ptolemy in the Cyprian 
war. 

He espoused Amastris, the widow of Craterus, and 
daughter of Oxiathres, the brother of Darius. This 
alliance inspired him with so much courage, that he 
assumed the title of king, and enlarged his dominions 
by the addition of several places which he seized on 
the confines of Heraclea. 

He died two or three years before 
the battle of Ipsus, after a reign of A.M. 3700. 
thirty-three years, leaving two sons Ant. J. C. 304. 
and a daughter under the tutelage 
and regency of Amastris. 

This princess was rendered happy in her adminis¬ 
tration, by the affection Antigonus entertained for 
her. She founded a city, and called it by her own 
name; into which she transplanted the inhabitants of 
three other cities, and espoused Lysiraachus, after the 
death of Antigonus. 5 

Kings of Syracuse. 

Kiero, and his son Hieronymus, A. 3\I. 3735. 
reigned at Syracuse; the first fifty- Ant. J. C. 269. 
four years, the second but one 
year. 

Syracuse recovered its liberty by A. M. 3709. 
the death of the last, but continued Ant. J. C. 215. 
in the interest of the Carthaginians, 
which Hieronymus had caused it A.M. 3791. 
to espouse. His conduct obliged Ant. J. C. 213. 
Marcellus to form the siege of that 
citv, which he took the following year. I shall 
enlarge upon the history of these two kings in an¬ 
other place. 

Oilier Kings. 

Several kings likewise reigned in the Cimmerian 
Bosphorus, as also in Thrace, Cyrene in Africa, 
Paphlagonia, Colchis, Iberia, Albania, and a variety 
of other places; but their history is very uncertain, 
and their successions have but little regularity. 

These circumstances arc very different with respect 
to the kingdom of the Parthians, who formed them¬ 
selves, as we shall see in the sequel, into such a pow¬ 
erful monarchy, as became formidable even to the 
Roman empire. That of the Bactrians received its 
original about the same period: I shall treat of each 
in their proper places. 


c Diod. 1. xx. p. 833. 
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l shall divide what I have to say upon the Egyptians 
into three parts. The first contains a concise descrip¬ 
tion of the different parts of Egypt, and of what is 
most remarkable in it; in the second I treat of the cus¬ 
toms, laws and religion of the Egyptians; and in the 
third I give the history of their kings. 


PART I. 

Description of Egypt; with an Account of what¬ 
ever is most curious and remarkable in that 
Country. 

EGYPT comprehended anciently, within limits 
of no very great extent, a prodigious number of 
cities, 1 and an incredible multitude of inhabitants. 

It is bounded on the east by the Red Sea and the 
Isthmus of Suez; on the south by Ethiopia, on the 
west by Libya, and on the north by the Mediter¬ 
ranean. The Nile runs from south to north, 
through the whole country, about two hundred 
leagues in length. This country is enclosed on 
each side with a ridge of mountains, which very 
often leave, between the foot of the hills and the 
river Nile, a tract of ground of not above half a 
day’s journey in length, 2 and sometimes less. 

On the west side, the plain grows wider in some 

f daces, and extends to twenty-five or thirty 
eagues. The greatest breadth of Egypt, is frcmf* 
Alexandria to Damietta, being about fifty leagues. 

Ancient Egypt may be divided into three 
principal parts: Upper Egypt, otherwise called 
Thebais, which was the most southern part, Mid¬ 
dle E^ypt, or Heptanomis, so called from the se¬ 
ven Nomi or districts it contained: Lower Egypt, 
which included what the Greeks called Delta, and 
all the country as far as the Red Sea, and along 
the Mediterranean to Rhinocolura, or mount 
Casius. Under Sesostris, 3 all Egypt became one 
kingdom, and was divided into thirty-six govern¬ 
ments of Nomi: ten in Thebais, ten in Delta, and 
sixteen in the country between both. 

The cities of Syene and Elephantina divided 
Egypt from Ethiopia; and in the days of Augus¬ 
tus were the boundaries of the Roman Empire; 
Claustra olim Romani Imperii, Tacit. Annal. lib. 
ii. cap. 61. 


CHAPTER I. 

THEBAIS. 

Thebes, from whence Thebais had its name, 
might vie with the noblest cities in the universe. 
Its hundred gates, celebrated by Homer, 4 are uni¬ 
versally known; and acquired it the surname of 
Hecatompylos, to distinguish it from the other 
Thebes in Bceotia. Itspopulation was proportion- 

1 It is related that under Amasis, there weretwenty 
thousand inhabited cities in Egypt. Herod. 1. ii. c. 177. 

2 A day’s journey is twenty-four eastern, or thirty- 
three English miles and a quarter. 

3 Strabo, 1. xvii. p. 787. 4 Horn. II. i. ver. 381 
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ate to its extent; 6 and according to history, it 
could send out at once two hundred chariots and 
ten thousand fighting men at each of its gates. 
The Greeks and Romans have celebrated its mag¬ 
nificence and grandeur, 6 though they saw it only 
in its ruins; so august were the remains of this 
city. 

In the Thebaid, 7 now called Said, have been dis¬ 
covered temples and palaces, which are still al¬ 
most entire, adorned with innumerable columns 
and statues. One palace especially is admired, 
the remains whereof seem to nave existed purely 
to eclipse the glory of the most pompons edifices. 
Four walks extending farther than the eye can 
see, and bounded on each side with sphinxes, 
composed of materials as rare and extraordinary 
as their size is remarkable, serve as avenues to 
four porticoes, whose height is amazing to behold. 
And even they who have given us the description 
of this wonderful edifice, had not time to go round 
it; and are not sure that they saw above half: 
however, what they had a sight of was astonish¬ 
ing. A hall, which in all appearance stood in 
the middle of this stately palace, was supported 
by a hundred and twenty pillars six fathoms 
round, of a proportionable height, and intermix¬ 
ed with obelisks, which so many ages have not 
Been able to demolish. Painting had displayed 
all her art and magnificence in the edifice. The 
colors themselves, which soonest feel the injury 
of time, still remain amidst the ruins of this won¬ 
derful structure, and preserve their beauty and 
lustre; so happily could the Egyptians imprint a 
character of immortality on all their works.— 
Strabo, 8 who was on the spot, describes a tem¬ 
ple lie saw in Egypt, very much resembling that 
of which I have been speaking. 

The same author, 9 describing the curiosities of 
Thebais, speaks of a very famous statue of JYlem- 
non, the remains whereof he had seen. It is said 
that this statue, when the beams of the rising sun 
first shone upon it in the morning, uttered an ar¬ 
ticulate sound. 10 And indeed Strabo himself was 
an ear-witness of this; but then he doubts wheth¬ 
er the sound came from the statue. 


CHAPTER II. 

MIDDLE EGYPT, OR HEPTANOMIS. 

Memphis was the capital of this part of Egypt. 
In this city were to be seen many stately tem¬ 
ples; among them that of the god Apis, who was 
honored here after a particular manner. I shall 
speak of it hereafter, as well as of the pyramids 
which stood in the neighborhood of this place. 


5 Strabo, l.xvii. p.816. 6 Tacit. Ann.l.ii.c. GO. 

7 Tbevcnot’s Travels. 8 Lib. xvii. p. 805. 9 P. 816. 

10 Germanicus aliis quoque miraculis iniendit ani- 

mum, quorum prjecipua fuere Memnonis saxea effigies, 
ubi radiis solis icta est, voculcin sonum reddens, &c 

Tacit. Jlnnal. I. ii.c.Gl. 
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and rendered it so famous. Memphis was situated 
on the west side of the Nile. 

Grand Cairo, * 1 which seems to have succeeded 
Memphis, is built on the other side of that river. 
The castle of Cairo is one of the greatest curiosities 
in Egypt. It stands on the hill without the city, 
has a rock for its foundation, and is surrounded 
with walls of avast height and solidity. You go 
up to the castle by a way hewn out of the rock, 
and which is so easy of ascent, that loaded horses 
and camels get up without difficulty. The great¬ 
est rarity in this castle is Joseph’s well, so called, 
either because the Egyptians are pleased with as¬ 
cribing what is most remarkable among them to 
that great man, or because such a tradition has 
been preserved in the country. This is a proof, at 
least, that the work in question is very ancient*, 
end it is certainly worthy the magnificence of the 
most powerful kings of Egypt. This well has, as 
it were, two stories, cut out of the solid rock to a 
prodigious depth. The descent to the reservoir of 
water, between the tw T o wells, is by a staircase 
seven or eight feet broad, consisting of two hun¬ 
dred and twenty steps, and so contrived, that the 
oxen employed to throw up the water, go down 
with all imaginable ease, the descent being scarce¬ 
ly perceptible. The well is supplied from a spring, 
which is almost the only one in the whole country. 
The oxen are continually turning a wheel with a 
rope, to which a number of buckets is fastened. 
The water thus drawn from the first and lowermost 
well is conveyed b} r a little canal into a reservoir, 
which forms the second well; from whence it is 
drawn to the top in the same manner, and then 
conveyed by pipes to all parts of the castle. As 
this well is supposed by the inhabitants of the 
country to be of great antiquity, and has indeed 
ranch of the antique manner of the Egyptians, I 
thought it might deserve a place among the curi¬ 
osities of ancient Egypt. 

Strabo 2 speaks of a similar engine, which, by 
wheels and pulleys, threw up the water of the Nile 
to the top of a very high hill; with this difference, 
that, instead of oxen, a hundred and fifty slaves 
were employed to turn these wheels. 

The part of Egypt of which we now speak, is 
famous for several rarities, each of which deserves 
a particular examination. I shall mention only the 
principal, such as the obelisks, the pyramids, the 
labyrinth, the lake of Mmris, and the Nile. 

SECTION I.— THE OBELISKS. 

EGYPT seemed to place its chief glory in raising 
monuments for posterity. Its obelisks form at this 
day, on account of their beauty as well as height, 
the principal ornament of Rome; and the Roman 
power despairing- to equal the Egyptians, thought 
it honor enough to borrow the monuments of their 
kings. 

An obelisk is a quadrangular, taper, high spire, 
or pyramid, raised perpendicularly, and termina¬ 
ting in a point, to serve as an ornament to some 
open square; and is very often covered with in¬ 
scriptions or hieroglyphics, that is, with mystical 
characters or symbols used by the Egyptians to 
conceal and disguise their sacred things, and the 
mysteries of their theology. 

Sesostris erected in the city of Heliopolis two 
obelisks of extreme hard stone, brought from the 
quarries of Syene, at the extremity of Egypt. 3 
They were each one hundred and twenty cubits 
high, that is, thirty fathoms, or one hundred and 
eighty feet. 4 The emperor Augustus, having made 
Egvpt a province of tne empire, caused these two 
obelisks to be transported to Rome, one whereof 
was afterwards broken to pieces. He dared not 

i Thcvenot. » Lih. xvii. p. 807. 3 Diod. lib. i. p. 37. 

4 It is proper to observe, once for all, that an Egyptian 
cubit, according to Mr. Greaves, was one foot nine inches 
and about £ of our measure. 


venture to make the same attempt upon a third, 
which was of a monstrous size. 5 It was made in 
the reign of Rameses: it is said that twenty thou¬ 
sand men were employed in the cutting of it. Con- 
stantius, more daring than Augustus, caused it to 
be removed to Rome. Two of these obelisks are 
still to be seen there, as well as another a hundred 
cubits or twenty-five fathoms high, and eight cu¬ 
bits, or two fathoms, in diameter. Caius Caesar 
had it brought from Egypt in a ship of so odd a 
form, that according to Pliny, 6 the like had never 
been seen. 

Every part of Egypt abounded with this kind of 
obelisks; they were tor the most part cut in the 
quarries of Upper Egypt, where some are now to 
be seen half finished. But the most wonderful 
circumstance is, that the ancient Egyptians should 
have had the art and contrivance to dig even in the 
very quarry a canal, through which the water of 
the Nile ran in the time of its inundation; from 
whence they afterwards raised up the columns, 
obelisks, and statues, on rafts? proportioned to 
their weight, in order to convey them into Lower 
Egypt. And as the country was intersected every¬ 
where with canals, there were few places to which 
those huge bodies might not be carried with cage; 
although their weight would have broken every 
other kind of engine. 

SECTION II.— THE PYRAMIDS. 

A PYRAMID is a solid or hollow body, 6 having a 
large and generally a square base, and terminating 
in a point. There were three pyramids in Egj'pt 
more famous than the rest, one whereof was justly 
ranked among the seven wonders of the world; 
they stood not very far from the city of Memphis. 
I shall take notice here only of the largest of the 
three. This pyramid, like the rest, was built on a 
rock, having a square base, cut on the outside a9 
so many steps, and decreasing gradually quite to 
the summit. It was built with stones of a prodi¬ 
gious size, the least of which were thirty feet, 
wrought with wonderful art, and covered with 
hieroglyphics. According to several ancient au¬ 
thors, each side was eight hundred feet broad, and 
as many high. The summit of the pyramid, which 
to those who viewed it from below, seemed a point, 
was a fine platform, composed of ten or twelve 
mass}* stones, and each side of the platform sixteen 
or eighteen feet long. 

M. de Chazelles, of the Academy of Sciences, 
who went purposely on the spot in 1693, gives us 
the following dimensions:— 

110 fathoms. 

12,100 square 
fathoms. 

77| fathoms. 

The solid contents ~313,590 cubical fathoms. 

A hundred thousand men were constantly employ¬ 
ed about this work, and were relieved every three 
months by the same number. Ten complete years 
were spent in hewing out the stones, either in Ara¬ 
bia or Ethiopia, and in conveying them to Egypt; 
and twenty years more in building this immense 
edifice, the inside of which contained numberless 
rooms and apartments. There were expressed on 
the pyramid, in Egyptian characters, the sums it 
cost only for garlic, leeks, onions, and other veg¬ 
etables of this description, for the workmen; and 
the whole amounted to sixteen hundred talents of 
silver, 9 that is, four millions five hundred thousand 
French livres; from whence it was easy to conjec¬ 
ture what a vast sum the whole expense must have 
amounted to. 

* Plin. 1. xxxvi. c. 8, 9. * PHn. 1. xxxvi. c. 9. 

i Rafts are pieees of flat timber put together, to carry 

goods on rivers. _ 

s Herod. 1. ii. c. 124. &c. Diod. 1. i. p. 39.-41. Plia. lu. 

xxxvi. is. 12. 3 About 200.0001. sterling. 


1 he side ot the square base 
The fronts arc equilateral tr 
gles, and therefore the super¬ 
ficies of the base is 
The neruendicular height 
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Such were the famous Egyptian pyramids, which 
by their figure, as well as size, have triumphed over 
the injuries of time and the Barbarians. But what 
efforts soever men ma}' make, their nothingness 
will always appear. These pyramids were tombs; 
and there is still to be seen, in the middle of the 
largest, an empty sepulchre, cut of one entire 
stone, about three feet deep and broad, and a little 
above six feet long. * 1 Thus all this bustle, all this 
expense, and all the labors of so many thousand 
men for so many years, ended in procuring for a 
prince, in this vast and almost boundless pile of 
building, a little vault six feet in length. Besides, 
the kings who built these pyramids had it not in 
their power to be buried in them; and so did not 
enjoy the sepulchre they had built. The public 
hatred which they incurred, by reason of their un¬ 
heard of cruelties to their subjects, in laying such 
heavy tasks upon them, occasioned their being in¬ 
terred in some obscure place, to prevent their bo¬ 
dies from being exposed to the fury and vengeance 
of the populace. 

This last circumstance, 2 which historians have 
taken particular notice of, teaches us what judg¬ 
ment we ought to pass on these edifices, so much 
boasted of by the ancients. It is but just to remark 
and esteem the noble genius which the Egyptians 
had for architecture; a genius that prompted them 
from the earliest times, and before they could have 
any models to imitate, to aim in all things at the 
grand and magnificent; and to be intent on real 
beauties, without deviating in the least from a no¬ 
ble simplicity, in which the highest perfection of 
the art consists. But what idea ought we to form 
of those princes, who considered as something 
grand, the raising by a multitude of hands, and by 
the help of money, immense structures, with the 
sole view of rendering their names immortal; and 
who did not scruple to destroy thousands of their 
subjects to satisfy their vain glory 1 They differed 
very much from the Romans, who sought to im¬ 
mortalize themselves by works of a magnificent 
kind, but, at the same time, of public utility'. 

Pliny 3 gives us in few words, a just idea of 
these pyramids, when he calls them a foolish and 
useless ostentation of the wealth of the Egyptian 
kings; Regumpecuniae otiosa. ac stulia ostentatio: 
and adds, that by a just punishment their memory 
is buried in oblivion; the historians not agreeing 
among themselves about the names of those vain 
monuments; Inter eos non cons tat a qui bus fact ce 
sint , jnstissimo casu oblitcrntis tantce vanitatis 
auctoribus. In a word, according to the judicious 
remark of Diodorus, the industry of the archi¬ 
tects of those pyramids is no less valuable and 
praise-worthy, than the design of the Egyptian 
kings is contemptible and ridiculous. 

But what we should most admire in these an¬ 
cient monuments, is, the true and standing evi¬ 
dence they give of the skill of the Egyptians in 
astronomy; that is, in a science which seems inca¬ 
pable of being brought to perfection, but b} r a long 
series of years, and a great number of observations. 
M. de Chazelles, ivncn he measured the great 
pyramid in question, found that the four sides of it 
were turned exactly to the four quarters of the 
world; and consequently showed the true meridian 
of that place. Now, as so exact a situation was 
in all probability purposely pitched upon by those 
who piled up this huge mass of stones above three 
thousand years ago, it follows, that during so long 
a space of time, there has been no alteration in 
the heavens in that respect, or (which amounts to 
the same thing) in the poles of the earth or the 
meridian?. This is M. de Fontenelle’s remark in 
his eulogium of M. de Chazelles. 


* Strabo mentions the sepulchre, lib. xvii. p. 808. 

* Diod. lib. i. p. 40. 3 Lib. xxxvi. eap. 12. 


SECTION III. —THE LABYRINTH. 

What has been said concerning the judgment 
we ought to form of the pyramids, 4 may also be ap¬ 
plied to the labyrinth, which Herodotus, who saw 
it, assures us was still more surprising than the 
pyramids. It was built at the southern extremity 
of the lake of Moeris, whereof mention will be 
made presently, near the town of Crocodiles, the 
same with Arsinoe. It was not so much one single 
palace, as a magnificent pile composed of twelve 
palaces, regularly disposed, which had a commu¬ 
nication with each other. Fifteen hundred rooms, 
interspersed with terraces, were ranged round 
twelve halls, and discovered no outlet to such as 
went to see them. There was the like number of 
buildings under ground. These subterraneous 
structures were designed for the burying-place of 
the kings, and also (who can speak this without 
deploring the blindness of man!) for keeping the 
sacred crocodiles, which a nation, so wise in other 
respects, worshipped as gods. 

In order to visit the rooms and hulls of the laby¬ 
rinth, it was nece$sar}vas the reader will naturally 
suppose, for people to take the same precaution as 
Ariadne made Theseus use, when he was obliged 
to go and fight the Minotaur in the labyrinth of 
Crete. Virgil describes it in this manner: 

Ut quondam Crota fertur labyrinthus in alta 
Parietibus textum e©ois iter ancipitemque 
Mille viis habuisse dolum,qua signa sequendi 
Falleret indeprensus et irreraeabilis error. » 

Hie labor ille domus, ct incxtricabilis error. 

Daedalus, ipse dolos teeti ambagesque resolvit, 

Oaeea regens filo vestigia. « 

And as the Cretan labyrinth of old, 

With wand’ring ways, and many a winding fold, 
Involved the weary feet without redress, 

In a round error, whieh deny’d recess : 

Not far from thenee he graved the wondrous maze; 

A thousand doors, a thousand winding ways. 

SECTION IV. — THE LAKE OP MCERIS. 

The noblest and most wonderful of all the struc¬ 
tures or works of the kings of Egypt, was the lake 
of Mceris: 7 accordingly, Herodotus considers it as 
vastly superior to’the pyramids and labyrinth. As 
Egypt was more or less fruitful in proportion to 
the inundations of the Nile; and as in these floods, 
the too great or too little rise of the waters was 
equally fatal to the lands, king Mceris, to prevent 
these two inconveniences, and to correct, as far 
as lay in his power, the irregularities of the Nile, 
thought proper to call art to the assistance of na¬ 
ture; and so caused the lake to be dug, which af¬ 
terwards went by his name. This lake was in 
circumference about three thousand six hundred 
stadia, 8 that is, about one hundred and eighty 
French leagues, and three hundred feet deep. Two 
pyramids, on each of which w as placed a colossal 
statue on a throne, raised their heads to the height 
of three hundred feet, in the midst of the lake, 
whilst their foundations took up the same space 
under the water; a proof that they were erected 
before the cavity was filled, and a demonstration 
that a lake of such vast extent was the work of 
man’s hands in one prince’s reign. This is w'hat 
several historians have related concerning the lake 
Mceris, on the testimony of the inhabitants of the 
country. And M. Bossuet, the bishop of Meaux, 
in his discourse on universal history, relates the 
whole as fact. For my part, I will confess that I 
do not see the least probability in it. Is it possi¬ 
ble to conceive, that a lake of a hundred and eighty 
leagues in circumference, could have been dug in 
the reign of oue prince? In what manner, and 

* Herod. 1. ii. c. 148. Diod. I. i. p. 42. Plin. I. xxxvi. c. 
13. Strab. 1. xvii. p. 811. 

6 jEneid. 1. v. ver. 5£S. &e. « iEneid. 1. vi. ver. 27. &c. 

i Herod. 1. ii. e. 140. Strabo. 1. xvii. p. 787. Diod. 1. ii, 

p. 47. Plin. 1. v. e. 0. Pomp. Mela, 1. i. 

s Vide Herod, ei Diod. Plioy agrees almost with them 
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where, could the earth taken from it be conveyed? 
What should prompt the Egyptians to lose the sur¬ 
face of so much land? By what arts could they 
fill this vast tract with the superfluous waters of 
the Nile? Many other objections might be made. 
In my opinion, therefore, we ought to follow' Pom- 
ponius Mela, an ancient geographer; especially 
as his account is confirmed by several modern trav¬ 
elers. According to that author, this lake is but 
twenty thousand paces, that is, seven or eight 
French leagues in circumference. Mceris , aliquan- 
do campus . nunc lacus , viginti millia passuum in 
circuitu patens A 

This lake had a communication with the Nile, 
by a great canal, more than four leagues long, 2 and 
fifty feet broad. Great sluices either opened or 
shut the canal and lake, as there was occasion. 

The charge of opening or shutting them amoun¬ 
ted to fifty talents, that is, fifty thousand French 
crowns. 3 The fishing of this lake brought the 
monarch immense sums; but its chief utility real- 
ted to the overflowing of the Nile. When it rose 
too high, and was like to be attended with fatal 
consequences, the sluices were opened, and the 
waters, having a free passage into the lake, cover¬ 
ed the lands no longer than was necessary to enrich 
them. On the contrary, when the inundation was 
too low, and threatened a famine, a sufficient quan¬ 
tity of water, by the help of drains, was let out of 
the lake, to water the lands. In this manner the 
irregularities of the Nile were corrected; and 
Strabo remarks, that, in his time, under Petronius, 
a governor of Egypt, when the inundation of the 
Nile was twelve cubits, a very great plenty en¬ 
sued; and even when it rose but to eight cubits, 
the dearth was scarce felt in the country; doubt¬ 
less because, the waters of the lake made up for 
those of the inundation, by the help of canals and 
drains. 

SECTION V. — THE INUNDATIONS OF THE NILE. 

The Nile is the greatest wonder of Egypt. As 
it seldom rains there, this river, which waters the 
whole country by its regular inundations, supplies 
that defect, by bringing, as a yearly tribute, the 
rains of other countries; which made a poet say 
ingeniously, The Egyptian pastures , how great 
soever the drought may be, ?i ever implore Jupiter 
for rain: 

Te propter nullos tellus tua postulat imbres 
Arida nec pluvio snpplicat herba Jovi. 4 

To multiply so beneficent a river, Egypt was cut 
into numberless canals, of a length and breadth 
proportioned to the different situations and wants 
of the lands. The Nile brought fertility every 
where with its salutary streams; united cities one 
with one another, and the Mediterranean with the 
Red Sea; maintained trade at home and abroad, 
and fortified the kingdom against the enemy; so 
that it was at once the nourisher and protector of 
it. 

e fields were delivered up to it; but the cities 
that were raised with immense labor, and stood like 
islands in the midst of the waters, looked down 
with joy on the plains which were overflowed, and 
at the same time enriched, by the Nile. 

This is a general idea of the nature and effects 
of this river, so famous among the ancients. But 
a wouder so astonishing in itself, and which has 
been the object of the curiosity and admiration of the 
learned in all ages, seems to require a more par¬ 
ticular description, in which I shall be as concise as 
possible. 

1. The Sources of the Nile. 

The ancients placed the sources of the Nile in 
the mountains of the moon (as they are common¬ 

* Mela, ]. i. » Eighty-five stadia. a 11,2501. sterling. 

4 Seneca {Nat. Quest. 1. iv. c. 2.) ascribes these verses 

to Ovid, but they are Tibullus’s. 


ly called,) in the tenth degree of south latitude. 
But our modern travelers have discovered that 
they lie in the twelfth degree of north latitude; 
and by that means they cut off about four or five 
hundred leagues of the course whieh the ancients 
gave that river. It rises at the foot of a great 
mountain in the kingdom of Gojam in Abyssinia, 
from two springs, or eyes, to speak in the language 
of the country, the same word in Arabic signifying 
eye and fountain. These springs are thirty paces 
from one another, each as large as one of our wells 
or a coach wheel. The Nile is increased with many 
rivulets which run into it; and after passingthrough 
Ethiopia in a very winding course, flows at last 
into Egypt. 

2. The Cataracts of the Nile. 

This name is given to some parts of the Nile, 
where the water falls down from the steep rocks. 
This river, which at first glided smoothly along 
the vast deserts of Ethiopia, before it enters Egypt, 
passes by the cataracts. Then growing on a sud¬ 
den, contrary to its nature, raging and violent in 
those places where it is pent up and restrained; 
after having at last broken through all obstacles in 
its way, it precipitates itself from the top of some 
rocks to the bottom, with so loud a noise, that it is 
heard three leagues off. 

The inhabitants of the country, accustomed by 
long practice to this sport, exhibit here a spectacle 
to travelers that is more terrifying than diverting. 
Two of them go into a little boat, the one to guide 
it, the other to throw out the water. After hav¬ 
ing long sustained the violence of the raging waves 
by managing their little boat very dexterously, 
they suffer themselves to be carried away with the 
impetuous torrent as swift as an arrow. The af¬ 
frighted spectator imagines they are going to be 
swallowed up in the precipice down which they 
fall; when the Nile, restored to its natural course, 
discovers them again, at a considerable distance, 
on its smooth and calm waters. This is Seneca’s 
account, 5 which is confirmed by our modern travel¬ 
ers. 

3. Causes of the Inundations of the Nile. 

The ancients 6 have invented'many subtle reasons 
for the Nile’s great increase, as may be seen in 
Herodotus, Diodorus Siculus, and Seneca. But 
it is now no longer a matter of dispute, it be¬ 
ing almost universally allowed, that the inunda¬ 
tions of the Nile are owing to the great rains 
which fall in Ethiopia, from whence this river flows. 
These rains swell it to such a degree, that Ethio¬ 
pia first, and then Egypt, are overflowed; and that 
which at first was but a large river, rises like a sea, 
and overspreads the whole country. 

Strabo observes 7 that the ancients only guessed 
that the inundations of the Nile were owing to the 
rains which fall in great abundance in Ethiopia; 
but adds, that several travelers have since been 


s Excipiunt eum (Nilum) cataract*, nobilis insignispec- 
taculo locus.—Illic cxcitatis primum aqujs, quas sine tu- 
multu leni alveo duxerat, violentus et torrens pci malignos 
transitus prosilit, dissimilis sibi—tandemque eluctatus ob- 
stantia, in vastam altitudinem subito destitutus cadit, cuin 
ingenti circumjaeentium regionum strepitu; quern perfer- 
re gens ibi a Persis collocata non potuit, obtusis assiduo 
fragore auribus, ct ob hoc sedibus ad quietiora translate. 
Inter miraoula fluminis incrcdibilem incolarum audaciam 
accepi. Bini parvula navigia eonscendunt, quorum alter 
navem regit, alter exhaurit. Deinde multum inter rapi- 
dam insaniam Nili et rceiprocos fluetus volutati, tandem 
tenuissimos canales tenent, per quos angusta rupium effu- 
giunt: et cum toto flumine effusi navi.gium ruens matm 
temperant, magnoque spcctantium mctu in caput nixi, cum 
jam adploravcris, mersosque atque obrutos tanta mole cre- 
dideris, longe ab eo in quem ceciderant loco navigant, tor¬ 
ment! modo missi. Nec mergit cadens unda, sed planis 
aquis trad it. Sencc. Nat. Quest. 1. iv. c. 2. 

e Herud. 1. ii. c. 19—27. £>iod. 1. i. p. 35—39. Senec, 
Nat Q,uiB3t. 1. iv. c. 1 k, 2. 

■> Lib. xvii. p. 789. 
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eye-witnesses of it; Ptolemy Philadelphia, who 
was very curious in all things relating to arts and 
sciences, having sent thither able persons, purpose¬ 
ly to examine this matter, and to ascertain the 
cause of so uncommon and remarkable an effect. 

4. The Time and Continuance of the Inundations. 

Herodotus, 1 and after him Diodorus Siculus, and 
several other authors, declare, that the Nile begins 
to swell in Egypt at the summer solstice, that is, 
about the end of June, and continues to rise till the 
end of September; and thendecreasesgradually du¬ 
ring the months of October and November; after 
which it returns to itschannel,and resumes its wont¬ 
ed course. This account agrees very nearly with the 
relations of all the moderns, and is founded in reali¬ 
ty on the natural cause of the inundation, viz. the 
rains which fall in Ethiopia. Now, according to 
the constant testimony of those who have been on 
the spot, these rains begin to fall in the month of 
April, and continue, during five months, till the 
end of August and beginning of September. The 
Nile’s increase in Egypt must, consequently, begin 
three weeks or a month after the rains have be¬ 
gun to fall in Abyssinia; and accordingly travel¬ 
ers observe, that the Nile begins to rise in the 
month of May, but so slowly at the first, that it 
probably does not yet overflow its banks. The in¬ 
undation happens not till about the end of June, 
and lasts the three following months, according to 
Herodotus. 

I must point out to such as consult the originals, 
a contradiction in this place between Herodotus 
and Diodorus on one side; and between Strabo, 
Pliny, and Solinus, on the other. These last shor¬ 
ten very much the continuance of the inundation; 
and suppose the Nile to draw off from the lands 
in three months or a hundred days. And what 
adds to the difficulty, is, that Pliny seems to ground 
his opinion on the testimony of Herodotus: In to - 
turn autem revocatur J\ r ilus inira ripus in Libra , ut 
tradit Herodotus , centesimo die. I leave to the 
learned the reconciling of this contradiction. 

, 5. The height of the Inundations. 

The just height of the inundation, 2 according to 
Pliny, is sixteen cubits. When it rises but to 
twelve or thirteen, a famine is threatened; and 
when it exceeds sixteen, there is danger. It must 
be remembered, that a cubit is a foot and a half. 
The emperor Julian takes notice, 3 in a letter to 
Ecdicius, prefect of Egypt, that the height of the 
Nile’s overflowing was fifteen cubits, the 20th of 
September, in 362. The ancients do not agree en¬ 
tirely with one another, nor with the moderns, 
with regard to the height of the inundation; but 
the difference is not very considerable, and may 
proceed, 1. from the disparity between the an¬ 
cient and modern measures, which it is hard to es¬ 
timate on a fixed and certain foot; 2. from the 
carelessness of the observers and historians; 3. 
from the real difference of the Nile’s increase, 
which was not so great the nearer it approached 
the sea. 

As the riches of Egypt depended on the inunda¬ 
tion of the Nile,4 all the circumstances and differ¬ 
ent decrees of its increase had been carefully con¬ 
sidered; and by a long series of regular observa¬ 
tions, made during many years, the inundation it¬ 
self discovered what kind of harvest the ensuing 
year was likely to produce. The kings had placed 
at Memphis a measure on which these different in¬ 


i Herod. 1. ii. c. 19. Diod. 1. i. p. 32. 

* Justum incrementum est cubitorum xvi. Minores aquae 
non omnia rigant: ampliores detinent tardius recedendo. 
H* serendi tempora absumunt solo madente; illae non dant 
eitiente. Utrumque reputat provincia. In duodecim cu* 
bitis famem sentit, in trcdecim etiamnum esurit; quatuor- 
dccim cubita hilaritatem eflerunt, quindecim securitatem, 
sexdecim delicias. Plin. 1. v. c. 9. 

3 Jul. Epist. 50. * Diod. 1. i. p. 33. 


creases were remarked; and from thence notice 
was given to all the rest of Egypt, the inhabitants 
of which knew, by that means, beforehand, what 
they might fear or promise themselves from the 
harvest, Strabo 5 speaks of a well on the banks of the 
Nile near the town of Syene, made for that purpose. 

The same custom is observed to this day at 
Grand Cairo. In the court of a mosque there 
stands a pillar, on which are marked the-degrees 
of the Nile’s increase; and common criers every 
day proclaim in all parts of the city how high it is 
risen. The tribute paid to the Grand Seignior for 
the lands, is regulated by the inundation. The 
day on which it rises to a certain height, is kept as 
a grand festival, and solemnized with fire-works, 
feastings, and all the demonstrations of public re¬ 
joicing; and in the remotest ages, the overflowing 
of the Nile was always attended with a universal 
joy throughout all Egypt, that being the fountain 
of its happiness. 

The heathens ascribed the inundation of the 
Nile to their god Serapis; 6 and the pillar on which 
was marked the increase, was preserved religiously 
in the temple of that idol. The emperor Constan¬ 
tine having ordered it to be removed into the 
church of Alexandria, the Egyptians spread a re¬ 
port, that the Nile would rise no more by reason 
of the wrath of Serapis; but the river overflowed 
and increased as usual the following years. Julian 
the apostate, a zealous protector ot idolatry, caus¬ 
ed this pillar to be replaced in the same temple, 
out of wnich it was again removed by the com¬ 
mand of Theodosius. 

6. The Canals of the Nile and Spiral Pumps. 

Divine Providence, in giving so beneficent a riv¬ 
er to Egypt, did not thereby intend that the inhab¬ 
itants of it should be idle, and enjoy so great a 
blessing without taking any pains. One may nat¬ 
urally suppose, that as the Nile could not of itself 
cover the whole country, great labor was to be 
used to facilitate the overflowing of the lands; and 
numberless canals cut, in order to convey the wa¬ 
ters to all parts. The villages, which stand very 
thick on the banks of the Nile on eminences, have 
each their canals, which are opened at proper 
times, to let the water into the country. The 
more distant villages have theirs also, even to the 
extremities of the kingdom. Thus the waters are 
successively conveyed to the most remote places. 
Persons are not permitted to cut the trenches to re¬ 
ceive the waters, till the river is at a certain height; 
nor to open them all at once; because otherwise 
some lands would be too much overflowed, and 
others not covered enough. They begin with open¬ 
ing them in Upper, and afterwards in Lower Egypt, 
according to the rules prescribed in a roll or book, 
in which all the measures are exactly set down. 
By this means the water is husbanded with such 
care, that it spreads itself over all the lands. The 
countries overflowed Jjy the Nile are so extensive, 
and lie so low, and the number of canals so great, 
that of all the waters which flow into Egypt during 
the months of June, July, and August, it is believ¬ 
ed that not a tenth part of them reaches the sea. 

But as, notwithstanding all these canals, there 
are still abundance of high lands which cannot 
receive the benefit of the Nile’s overflowing; this 
want is supplied by spiral pumps, whieh are turn¬ 
ed by oxen, in order to bring the water into pipes, 
which convey it to these lands. Diodorus? speaks 
of a similar engine invented by Archimedes in his 
travels into Egypt, which "is called Cochlea 
JEgyptia. 

7. The fertility caused by the Nile. 

There is no country in the world where the soil 
is more fruitful than in Egypt; which is owing en- 


« Lib. xvii. p. 817. e Socrat. 1. i. c. 18. Sozom. 1. v. c. 3. 
t Lib. i. p. 30. and Lib. v. p. 213. 
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tirely to the NileA For whereas other rivers, when 
they overflow lands, wash away and exhaust their 
vivific moisture; the Nile, on the contrary, by the 
excellent slime it brings along with it, fattens and 
enriches them in such a manner, as sufficiently 
compensates for what the foregoing harvest had 
impaired. The husbandman, in this country, nev¬ 
er tires himself with holding the plough, or break¬ 
ing the clods of earth. As soon as the Nile re¬ 
tires, he has nothing to do but to turn up the 
earth, and temper it with a little sand, in order 
to lessen its rankness; after which he sows it with 
great ease, and with little or no expense. Two 
months after it is covered with all sorts of corn 
and pulse. The Egyptians generally sow in Octo¬ 
ber and November, according as the waters draw 
off: and their harvest is in March and April. 

The same land bears, in one year, three or four 
different kinds of crops. Lettuces and cucumbers 
are sown first; then corn; and, after harvest, sev¬ 
eral sorts of pulse which are peculiar to Egypt. 
As the sun is extremely hot in this country, and 
rains fall very seldom in it, it is natural to suppose 
that the earth would soon be parched, and the corn 
and pulse burnt up by so scorching a heat, were it 
not for the canals and reservoirs with which Egypt 
abounds; and which, by the drains from thence, 
amply supply wherewith to water and refresh the 
fields and gardens. 

The Nile contributes no less to the nourishment 
of cattle, which is another source of wealth to 
Egypt. The Egyptians begin to turn them out to 
grass in November, and they graze till the end of 
March. Words could never express how rich 
their pastures are; and how fat the flocks and herds 
(whicn, by reason of the mildness of the air, are 
out night and day) grow in a very little time. Du¬ 
ring the inundation of the Nile, they are fed with 
hay and cut straw, barley and beans, which are 
their common food. 

A man cannot, says Corneille de Bruyn in his 
Travels, 2 help observing the admirable providence 
of God towards this country, who sends at a fixed 
season such great quantities of rain in Ethiopia, is 
order to water Egypt, where a shower ot rain 
scarce ever falls; ana who, by that means, causes 
the driest and most sandy soil to become the rich¬ 
est and most fruitful country in the universe. 

Another thing to be observed here, is that (as 
the inhabitants say) in the beginning of June and 
the four following months the north-east winds 
blow constantly, in order to keep back the waters, 
which otherwise would draw off too fast; and to 
hinder them from discharging themselves into the 
sea, the entrance to which these winds bar up, as 
it were, from them. The ancients have not omit¬ 
ted this circumstance. 

The same Providence, whose ways are wonder¬ 
ful and infinitely various, 3 displayed itself after a 
quite different manner in Palestine, in rendering it 
exceeding fruitful; not by rains, which fall during 
the course of the year, as is usual in other places; 
nor by a peculiar inundation, like that of the Nile 
in Egypt; but by sending fixed rains at two sea¬ 
sons, when his people were obedient to him, to 
make them more sensible of their continual depen¬ 
dence upon him. God himself commands them, 
by his servant Moses, to make this rellection: The 
land lohither thou goest in to possess it, is not as 
the land of Egypt, from whence ye came out, where 
thou sowedst thy seed , and wateredsi it with thy 
foot, as a garden of herbs: but the land whither 
yc go to possess it, is a land of hills and valleys, 
and drinketh water of the rain of heavenA After 


i Cum c®teriamnes abluant terras et eviscerent; Nilas 
adeu nihil exedit nec abradit, ut contra adjioiat vires.—Tta 
juvat agros duabus ex causis, et quod inundat, et quod ob* 
limat. Senec. Nat. Quxst. 1. iv. c. 2. 
a Vol. ii. a Multiformis sapientia. Eph. iii. 10. 

• Deut. xi. 10—13. 


this, God promises to give his people, so long as 
they shall continue obedient to him, the former 
and the latter rain: the first in spring, to bring up 
the corn; and the second in the summer and har¬ 
vest, to make it grow and ripen. 

8. The different Prospects exhibited by the Nile. 

There cannot be a finer sight than Egypt at two 

seasons of the year. 5 For if a man ascends some 
mountain, or one of the largest pyramids of Grand 
Cairo, in the months of July and August, he be¬ 
holds a vast sea, in which numberless towns and 
villages appear, with several causeys leading from 
place to place; the whole interspersed with groves 
and fruit-trees, whose tops only are visible; all 
which forms a delightful prospect. This view is 
bounded by mountains and woods, which termin¬ 
ate, at the utmost distance the eye can discover, 
the most beautiful horizon that can be imagined. 
On the contrary, in winter, that is to say in the 
months of January and February, the whole coun¬ 
try is like one continued scene of beautiful mea 
dows, whose verdure, enamelled with flowers, 
charms the eye. The spectator beholds on every 
side, flocks and herds dispersed over all the plains, 
with infinite numbers of husbandmen and garden¬ 
ers. The air is then perfumed by the great quan¬ 
tity of blossoms on the orange, lemon, and other 
trees, and is so pure, that a wholesomer or more 
agreeable is not found in the world; so that nature, 
being then dead, as it were, in all other climates, 
seems to be alive only for so delightful an abode. 

9. The Canal formed by the Nile, by which a 

Communication is made between the two Seas . 

6 The canal, by which a communication was made 

between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, 
ought to have a place here, as it was not of the 
least advantages which the Nile procured to 
Egypt. Sesostris, or, according to others, Psam- 
metichus, first projected the design, and began 
this work. Necho, successor to the last prince, 
laid out immense sums upon it, and employed a 
prodigious number of men. It is said, that above 
six score thousand Egyptians perished in the un¬ 
dertaking. He gave it over, terrified by an oracle, 
which told him that lie would thereby open a door 
for Barbarians (for by this name they called all for 
eigners) to enter Egypt. The work was continu 
ed by Darius, the first of that name; but he also 
desisted from it, upon his being told, that as the 
Red Sea lay higher than Egypt, it would drown 
the whole country. 

Rut it was at last finished under the Ptolemies, 
who, by the help of sluices, opened or shut the 
canal as there was occasion. It began not far from 
the Delta, near the town of Bubastus. It was a 
hundred cubits, that is, twenty-five fathoms broad, 
so that two vessels might pass with ease; it had 
depth enough to carry the largest ships; and was 
about a thousand stadia, that is, above fifty leagues 
long. This canal was of great service to the trade 
of Egypt. But it is now almost filled up, and 
there are scarce any remains of it to be seen. 


CHAPTER III 

LOWER EGYPT. 

I AM now to speak of Lower Egypt. Its shape, 
which resembles a triangle, or Delta, A, gave oc¬ 
casion to its bearing the latter name, which is that 
of one of the Greek letters. Lower Egypt forms 

tIlia facies pulcherrima e9t, cum jam se in agro3 Nilus 
ingessit. Latent campi, opertaeque sunt valles: oppida in¬ 
sular um modo extant. Nullum in Mediterraneis, nisi per 
navigia, commercium est: majorque est laetitia in gentibus, 
quo minus terrarum suarum vident. Senec. Nat. Qr&rsi. 
1 « iv. c* 

s Herod. 1. ii. c. 159. Strab. 1. xvii. p. 604. Plin. 1. vi. 
c, 29. Diod. 1. i. p. 29. 
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a kind of island; it begins at a place where the 
Nile is divided into two large canals, through 
which it empties itself into tile Mediterranean: 
the mouth on the right hand is called the Pelusian, 
on the other the Canopic, from two cities in their 
neighborhood, Pelusiuni and Canopus, now called 
Damietta and Rosetta. Between these two large 
branches, there are five others of less note. This is¬ 
land is the best cultivated, the most fruitful, and the 
richest part of Egypt. Its chief cities (very an¬ 
ciently) were Heliopolis, Haracleopolis, Naucra- 
tis, Sais, Tanis, Canopus, Pelusium; and, in latter 
times, Alexandria, Nicopolis, &c. It was in the 
country of Tanis that the Israelites dwelt. 

J There was at Sais a temple dedicated to Miner¬ 
va, who is supposed to be the same as Isis, with 
the following inscription: l am whatever hath been, 
and is, and shall be: and no mortal hath yet pier¬ 
ced through the veil that shrouds me. 

2 Heliopolis, that is, the city of the sun, was so 
called from a magnificent temple there dedicated 
to that planet. Herodotus, and other authors af¬ 
ter him, relate some particulars concerning the 
Phoenix and this temple, which, if true, would in¬ 
deed be very wonderful. Of this kind of birds, 
if we may believe the ancients, there is never but 
one at a time in the world. He is brought forth in 
Arabia, lives five or six hundred years, and is of 
the size of an eagle. His head is adorned with a 
shining and most beautiful crest; the feathers of 
bis neck are of a gold color, and the rest of a pur¬ 
ple; his tail is white, intermixed with red, and his 
eyes sparkling like stars. When he is old, and 
finds his end approaching, he builds a nest with 
wood and aromatic spices, and then dies. Of his 
bones and marrow, a worm is produced, out of 
which another Phoenix is formed. His first care 
is to solemnize his parent’s obsequies, for which 
purpose he makes up a ball in the shape of an egg, 
with abundance of perfumes ofmyrrb, as heavy as he 
can carry, which he often essays beforehand ; then 
he makes a hole in it, where he deposites his pa¬ 
rent’s body, and closes it carefully with myrrh and 
other perfumes. After this, he takes up the pre¬ 
cious load on his shoulders, and flying to the altar 
of the sun, in the city of Heliopolis, he there 
burns it. 

Herodotus and Tacitus dispute the truth of some 
of the circumstances of this account, but seem to 
suppose it true in general. Pliny, on the contrary, 
in the very beginning of his account of it, insinu¬ 
ates plainly enough that he looks upon the whole 
as fabulous; and this is the opinion of all modern 
authors. 

This ancient tradition, though grounded on an 
evident falsehood, hath yet introduced into almost 
all languages, the custom of giving the name of 
phoenix to whatever is singular and uncommon in 
its kind: Rara avis in ierris, says Juvenal, 3 speak¬ 
ing of the difficulty of finding an accomplished 
woman in all respects. And Seneca observes the 
same of a good man. 4 

What is reported of swans, vis. that they never 
sing but in their expiring moments, and that then 
they warble very melodiously, is likewise ground¬ 
ed merely on a vulgar error; and yet it is used, 
not only by the poets, but also by the oraturs, and 
even the philosophers. O muds quoque piscibus 
donatura cycni si libeat , sonum , says Horace 5 to 
Melpomene. Cicero compares the excellent dis¬ 
course which Crassus made in the senate, a few 
days before his death, to the melodious singing of 
a dying swan: Ilia tanquam cycneafuit divini ho - 
minis vox et oraiio. L)e Orat. I. iii. n. 6. And 


Socrates used to say, that good men ought to imi¬ 
tate swans, who, perceiving by a secret instinct, 
anti a sort of divination, what advantage there is 
in death, die singing a.nd with joy: Frovidcntes 
quid in mortc boni sit, cum cantn et voluptate mo- 
riuntur. Tusc. Qu. I. i.n.73. I thought this short 
digression might be of service to youth; and re¬ 
turn now’ to my subject. 

It was in Heliopolis, 6 that an ox, under the name 
of Mnevis, was worshipped as a god. Cambyscs, 
king of Persia, exercised his sacrilegious rage on 
this city; burning the temples, demolishing the 
palaces, and destroying the most precious monu¬ 
ments of antiquity in it. There are still to be 
seen some obelisks which escaped his fury; and 
others were brought from thence to Rome, to 
which city they are an ornament even at this day. 

Alexandria, built by Alexander the Great, from 
whom it had its name, vied almost in magnificence 
with the ancient cities in Egypt. It stands four 
days’journey from Cairo, and was formerly the 
chief mart of all the trade of the east. 7 The mer¬ 
chandizes were unloaded at Portus Muris, 8 a town 
on the western coast of the Red Sea; from whence 
they were brought upon camels to a town of The- 
bais, called Cophat,and afterwards conveyed down 
the Nile to Alexandria, whither merchants resorted 
from all parts. 

It is well known that the trade of the East ha3 
at all times enriched those who carried it on. This 
was the chief source of the vast treasures that 
Solomon amassed, and which enabled him to build 
the magnificent temple of Jerusalem. David, by 
conquering Idumtea, 9 became master of Elath and 
Esion-geber, two towns situated on the eastern 
shore of the Red Sea. From these two ports, Sol¬ 
omon sent fleets to Ophirand Tarshish, 13 which al¬ 
ways brought back immense riches. 11 This traffic, 
after having been enjoyed for some time by the 
Syrians, who regained Idumaea, passed from them 
into the hands of the Tyrians. 12 These got all 
their merchandize conveyed, by the way of Rhino- 
colura (a seaport town lying between the confines 
of Egypt and Palestine*) to Tyre, from whence 
they distributed them all over the western world. 
Hereby the Tyrians enriched themselves exceed¬ 
ingly, under the Persian empire, by the favor and 
protection of whose monarchs they had the full 
possession of this trade. But when the Ptolemies 
had made themselves masters of Egypt, they soon 
drew all this trade into their kingdom, by build¬ 
ing Berenice and other ports on the western side 
of the Red Sea, belonging to Egypt; and fixed 
their chief mart at Alexandria, which thereby rose 
to be the city of the greatest trade in the world. 
There it continued for a great many centuries af¬ 
ter; and all the traffic which the western parts of 
the world from that time had with Persia, India, 
Arabia, and the eastern coasts of Africa, was 
wholly carried on through the Red Sea and the 
mouth of the Nile, till a way was discovered, a 
litile above two hundred years since, of sailing to 
those parts by the Cape of Good Hope. After 
this, the Portuguese for some time were masters 
of this trade; but now it is in a manner engrossed 
wholly by the English and Dutch. This short ac¬ 
count of the East India trade from Solomon’s 
time to the present age, is extracted from Dr. Pri- 
deaux. 13 

14 For the convenience of trade, there was built 
near Alexandria, in an island called Pharos, a tow¬ 
er which bore the same name. At the top of this 
tower was kept a fire, to light such ships a3 sailed 


x Plutar de Isid. p. 351. 

a Strab. 1. xvii. p. 805. Ilcrod. I. ii. c. 73. Plin. 1. x. c. 2. 
Tacit. Ann. 1. vi. c. 2-3. . 9 Sat. vi. 

* Vir bonus tarn cito nec fieri potest, noc intelligi—tan- 
quam Phmnix, serael anno quingentesimo uascilur. Ep. 40. 
s Oil. iii. 1. iv. 
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6 Strab. I. xvii. p. 805. 15 Strab. I. xvi. p. 781. 

8 Or Myos Hormos. 9 2 Sam. viii. 14. 10 1 Kings ix. 23. 

it Ho got in one voyage 450 talents of gold, 2 Chrov. 
viii 13; which amounts to three millions two hundred and 
forty thousand pounds sterling. Prid. Convex, vol. i. ad 
ann. 740, not. ** Strab. 1. xvi. p. 481 
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bv night near those dangerous coasts, which were 
full of sands and shelves, from whence all other 
towers, designed for the same U9e, have derived 
their nqme, as Pharo di Messina, &c. The famous 
architect Sostratus built it by the order of Ptolemy 
Philadelphus, who expended eighthundred talents 
upon it. 1 It was reckoned one of the seven won¬ 
ders of the world. Some, through a mistake, 
have commended that prinee, for permitting the 
architect to put his name in the inscription which 
was fixed on the tower instead of his own. 2 3 4 * It 
was very short and plain, according to the manner 
of the ancients. Sostratus Cnidius Dexiphanis 
F. Diis Servatoribus pro navigantibus: l. e. Sos¬ 
tratus theCnidian, son of Dexiphanes, to the pro¬ 
tecting deities, for the use or seafaring people. 
But certainly Ptolemj r must have very much un¬ 
dervalued that kind of immortality which princes 
are generally so fond of, to suffer that his name 
should not be so much as mentioned in the inscrip¬ 
tion of an edifice so capable of immortalizing him. 
What we read in Lucian 8 concerning this matter, 
deprives Ptolemy of a modesty, which indeed 
would be very ill placed here. This author informs 
us, that Sostratus, to engross in after times the 
whole glory of that noble structure to himself, 
caused the inscription with his own name to be 
carved in the marble, which he afterwards cover¬ 
ed with lime, and thereon put the king’s name. 
The lime soon mouldered away; and by that 
means, instead of procuring the architect the hon¬ 
or with which he nad flattered himself, served on¬ 
ly to discover to future ages his mean fraud and 
ridiculous vanity. 

Riches failed not to bring into this city, as they 
usually do in all places, luxury and licentiousness; 
so that the Alexandrian voluptuousness became a 
proverb.4 In this city arts and sciences were also 
industriously cultivated: witness that stately edi¬ 
fice, surnamed the Museum, where the literati 
used to meet, and were maintained at the public 
expense; and the famous library, which was aug¬ 
mented considerably by Ptolemy Philadelphus; 
and which by the magnificence of the kings his 
successors, at last contained seven hundred thou¬ 
sand volumes. In Cassar’s wars with the Alexan¬ 
drians, 6 part of this library (situate in the 6 llru- 
chion,) which consisted of four hundred thousand 
volumes, was unhappily consumed by fire. 


PART II. 

OF THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE EGYP¬ 
TIANS. 

Egypt was ever considered by all the ancients, 
as the most renowned school for wisdom and pol¬ 
itics, and the source from whence most arts and 
sciences were derived. This kingdom bestowed 
its noblest labors and its finest arts on the improve¬ 
ment of mankind; and Greeee was so sensible of 
this, that its most illustrious men, as Homer, Py¬ 
thagoras, Plato; even its great legislators, Lycur- 
gus and Solon, with many more w'hom it is need¬ 
less to mention, travelled into Egypt, to complete 
their studies, and draw from that fountain whatev¬ 
er was most rare and valuable in every kind of 
learning. God himself has given this kingdom a 
glorious testimony; when praising Moses, he says 
of him, that he was learned in all the wisdom of 
the EgyptiansJ 

1 Eight hundred thousand crowns, or 180,000/. sterling. 

1 Magno animo Ptolcmasi regis, quod in ea permiserit 
Sostrati Cnidii architecti structural nomen inscribi. Plin . 

3 Dc scribend. Hist. p. 700. 

4 Ne Alcxuudrinis quidem permiltenda deliciis. Quintil. 

* Pint, in Cces p. 731. Seneca de tranquil, anim. c. ix. 

0 A quarter or division of the city of Alexandria. 

»Acts vii. 22. 


IS OF THE EGYPTIANS. 

To give some idea of the manners and customs 
Egypt, I shall confine myself principally to these 
particulars: its kings and government; priests 
and religions; soldiers and war; sciences, arts and 
trades. 

% The reader must not be surprised if he some¬ 
times finds, in the customs I take notice of, a kind 
of contradiction. This circumstance is owing ei¬ 
ther^ to the difference of countries and nations, 
which did not always follow the same usages; or 
to the different way of thinking of the historians 
whom I copy. 


CHAPTER I. 

CONCERNING THE KINGS AND GOVERNMENT. 

The Egyptians were the first people who right* 
ly understood the rules of government. A nation 
so grave and serious immediately perceived, that 
the true end of politics is, to make life easy, and a 
people happy. 

The kingdom was hereditary; but, according to 
Diodorus, 8 the Egyptian princes conducted them¬ 
selves in a different manner from what is usually 
seen in other monarchies, where tlie prince ac¬ 
knowledges no other rule of his actions than his 
own arbitrar) r will and pleasure. But here, kings 
were under greater restraint from the laws than 
their subjects. They had some particular ones di¬ 
gested by a former monarch, that composed part 
of what the Egyptians called the sacred books. 
Thus every thing being settled by ancient custom, 
they never sought to live in a different way from 
their ancestors. 

No slave nor foreigner was admitted into the 
immediate service of the prince; such a post was 
too important to be intrusted to any persons, ex¬ 
cept those who were the most distinguished by 
their birth, and had received the most excellent 
education; to the end, that as they had the liberty 
of approaching the king’s person day and night, 
he might, from men so qualified, hear nothing 
which was unbecoming* the royal majesty; nor 
have an)* sentiments instilled into him but such as 
were of a noble and generous kind. For, adds Di¬ 
odorus, it is very rarel) r seen that kings fly out into 
any vicious excess, unless those who approach 
them approve their irregularities, or serve as in¬ 
struments to their passions. 

The kings of Egypt freely permitted, not only 
the quality and proportion of what they ate and 
drank to be prescribed them (a thing customary 
in Egypt, whose inhabitants were all sober, and 
whose air inspired frugality,) but even that all 
their hours, and almost every action, should be un¬ 
der the regulation of the laws. 

In the morning at daybreak, when the head is 
clearest, and the thoughts most unperplexed, they 
read the several letters they received; to form a 
more just and distinct idea of the affairs which 
were to come under their consideration that day. 

As soon as they were dressed, they went to the 
daily sacrifice performed in the temple; where, 
surrounded with their whole court, and the victims 
placed before the altar, they assisted at the prayer 
pronounced aloud by the high priest, in which he 
asked of the gods, health and all other blessings 
for the king, because he governed his people with 
clemency and justice, and made thcr laws of his 
kingdom the rule and standard of hisacJons. The 
high-priest entered into a long detail f his royal 
virtues, observing that he was religious to the gods, 
affable to men, moderate, just, magnanimous, sin¬ 
cere;, an enemy to falsehood; liberal; master of 
his passions; punishing crimes with the utmost 
lenit}’, but boundless in rewarding merit. He 
next spoke of the faults which kings might be 
guilty of; but supposed at the same time, that 


* Died. 1. i. p. 63, &o. 
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they never committed any, except by surprise or 
ignorance; and loaded with imprecations such of 
their ministers as gave them ill counsel, and sup¬ 
pressed or disguised the truth. Such were the 
methods of conveying instruction to their kings. 
It was thought that reproaches would only sour 
their tempers; and that the most effectual method 
to inspire them with virtue, would be to point out 
to them their duty in praises conformable to the 
sense of the laws, ana pronounced in a solemn 
manner before the gods. After the prayers and 
sacrifices were ended, the counsels and actions of 
great men were read to the king out of the sacred 
books, in order that he might govern his dominions 
according to their maxims, and maintain the Jaws 
which had made his predecessors and their subjects 
so happy. 

I have already observed, that the quantity as 
well as quality of what he ate or drank were pre¬ 
scribed, by the laws, to the king: his table was cover¬ 
ed with nothing' but the most common food; be¬ 
cause eating in Egypt was designed, not to tickle 
the palate, but to satisfy the cravings of nature. 
One would have concluded, (observes the histori¬ 
an,) that these rules had been laid down by some 
able physician, who was attentive only to the health 
of the prince, rather than by a legislator. The 
same simplicity was seen in all other things: and 
we read in Plutarch 1 of a temple in Thebes, which 
had one of its pillars inscribed with imprecations 
against that king who first introduced profusion 
and luxury into Egypt. 

The principal duty of kings, and their most es¬ 
sential function, is the administering justice to 
their subjects. Accordingly, the kings of Egypt 
cultivated more immediately this duty; convinced 
that on this depended not only the ease and com¬ 
fort of individuals, but the happiness of the state; 
which would be a herd of robbers rather than a 
kingdom, should the weak be unprotected, and the 
powerful enabled by their riches and influence to 
commit crimes with impunity. 

Thirty judges were selected out of the principal 
cities, to form ahody for dispensing justice through 
the whole kingdom. The prince, in filling these va¬ 
cancies, chose such as were most renowned for their 
honesty; and put at their head, him who was most 
distinguished for his knowledge and love of the 
laws, and was had in the most universal esteem. 
They had revenues assigned them, to the end that, 
being freed from domestic cares, they might devote 
their whole time to the execution of the laws. 
Thus honorably maintained by the generosity of 
the prince, they administered gratuitously to the 
people that justice to which they have a natural 
right, and which ought to be equally open to all; 
and, in some sense, to the poor more than the rich, 
because the latter find a support within themselves; 
whereas the very condition of the former exposes 
them more to injuries, aod therefore calls louder 
for the protection of the laws. To guard against 
surprise, affairs were transacted by writing in the 
assemblies of these judges. That false eloquence 
was dreaded, which dazzles the mind, and moves 
the passions. Truth could not be expressed with 
too much plainness, as it alone was to have the 
sway in judgmeuts; because in that alone the rich 
and poor, the powerful and weak, the learned and 
the ignorant, were to find relief and security. The 
president of this senate wore a collar of gold set 
with precious stones, at which hung a figure re¬ 
presented blind, this being called the emblem of 
truth. When the president put tbis collar on, it 
was understood as a signal to enter upon business. 
He touched the party with it who was to gain his 
Cause, and this was the form of passing sentence. 

The most excellent circumstance in the laws of 
the Egyptians, was, that every individual, from his 


infancy, was nurtured in the strictest observance of 
them. A new custom in Egypt was a kind of 
miracle. 2 All things there ran in the old channel; 
and the exactness with which little matters were 
adhered to, preserved those of more importance; 
and consequently no nation ever retained their laws 
and customs longer than the Egyptians. 

Wilful murder was punished with death, what¬ 
ever might be the condition of the murdered per¬ 
son, whether lie was free born or otherwise. In 
this the humanity and equity of the Egyptians 
were superior to that of t^ie Romans, who gave the 
master an absolute power of life and death over his 
slave. 3 The emperor Adrian, indeed abolished 
this law; from an opinion, that an abuse of this 
nature ought to be reformed, let its antiquity of 
authority be ever so great. 

Perjury was also punished with death, 4 because 
that crime attacks both the gods, whose majesty is 
trampled upon by invoking tbeir name to a false 
oath; and men by breaking the strongest tie of hu¬ 
man society, viz. sincerity and veracity. 

The false accuser was condemned to undergo 
the punishment which the person accused was to 
have suffered, had the accusation been proved. 5 

lie who had neglected or refused to save a man’s 
life when attacked, if it was in his power to assist 
him, was punished as rigorously as the assassin; 6 
but if the unfortunate person could not be suc¬ 
coured, the offender was at least to be impeached; 
and penalties were decreed for any neglect of this 
kind. Thus the subjects were a guard and protec¬ 
tion to one another; and the whole body of the 
community united against the designs of the bad. 

No man was allowed to be useless to the state; 7 8 
but every one was obliged to enter his name and 
place of abode in a public register, that remained 
in the hands of the magistrate, and to describe his 
profession, and his means of support. If he gave a 
false account of himself, he was immediately put to 
death. 

To prevent borrowing of money, the parent of 
sloth, frauds, and chicane, 6 king Asychis made a 
very judicious law. The wisest and best regulated 
states, as Athens and Rome, ever found insupera¬ 
ble difficulties, in contriving a just medium, to re¬ 
strain, on the one hand, the cruelty of the creditor 
in the exaction of his loan; and on the other, the 
knavery of the debtor, who refused or neglected to 
pay his debts. Now Egypt took a wise course on 
this occasion; and, without doing any injury to 
tlie personal liberty of its inhabitants, or ruining 
their families, pursued the debtor with incessant 
fears of infamy in case he were dishonest. No 
man was permitted to borrow money without 
pawning to the creditor the body of his father, 
which every Egyptian embalmed with great care, 
and kept reverentially in his house (as will be ob¬ 
served in the sequel,) and therefore might be easi¬ 
ly moved from ODe place to another. Rut it wa9 
equally impious and infamous not to redeem soon 
so precious a pledge; and he who died without 
having discharged this duty, was deprived of the 
customary honors paid to the dead. 9 

Diodorus 10 remarks an error committed by some 
of the Grecian legislators. They forbid, for in¬ 
stance, the taking away (to satisfy debts) the hor¬ 
ses, ploughs, and other implements of husbandry 


a Plat, in Tim. p. C56. a Diod. 1. i. p. 70. 

< Pag. 69. s Diod. 1. i. p. 69. 

6 Ibid. 7 Ibid. 

8 Ilerod. 1. ii. e. 136. 

s This law put the whole sepulchre of the debtor into the 
pewer of the creditor, who removed to his own house the 
body of the father: the debtor refusing to discharge his 
obligation, was lo be deprived of hurial, either in his 
father’s sepulchre or any other; and whilst he lived, ho 
was not permitted to bury any person descended from him. 

ecu tjj s"/. avut TsKiv.'yrxvTi s t*;^' x.vgy,c: t* — 
/a> jr’ <*\\ov rev exv.'iv xrcy Ji-s.uiJ'Ov Jxyx<, Herod. 

i° Diod. 1. i. ]>. 71. 


i De laid. & Osir. p. 354. 





52 


MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE EGYPTIANS. 


employed by peasants; judging it inhuman to re¬ 
duce, by this security, these poor men to an im¬ 
possibility of discharging their debts, and getting 
their bread: but at the same time, they permitted 
the creditor to imprison the peasants themselves, 
who alone were capable of using these implements; 
which exposed them to the same inconveniences, 
and atthe same time deprived the governmentof per¬ 
sons who belong, and are necessary to it; who la¬ 
bor for the public emolument, and over whose per¬ 
son no private man has any right. 

Polygamy was allowed in Egypt, * 1 except to the 
priests, who could marry but one woman. What¬ 
ever was the condition of the woman, whether she 
was free or a slave, her children were deemed free 
and legitimate. 

One custom that was practised in Egypt, 2 shows 
the profound darkness into which such nations as 
were most celebrated for their wisdom have been 
plunged; and this in the marriage of brothers with 
their sisters, which was not only authorized by the 
laws, but even, in some measure, originated from 
their religion, from the example ana practice of 
such of their gods, as had been the most anciently 
and universally adored in Egypt, that is, Osiris and 
Isis. 

A very great respect was there paid to old age. 3 
The young were obliged to rise up for the old; and 
on every occasion to resign to them the most hon¬ 
orable seat. The Spartans borrowed this law from 
the Egyptians. 

The virtue in the highest esteem among the 
Egyptians was gratitude. The glory which has 
been given them of being the most grateful of all 
men, shows that they were the best formed of any 
nation for social life. Benefits are the band of con¬ 
cord, both public and private. He who acknowl¬ 
edges favors, loves to confer them; and in banish¬ 
ing ingratitude, the pleasure of doing good re¬ 
mains so pure and engaging, that it is impossible 
for a man to be insensible ot it. But it was par¬ 
ticularly towards their kings that the Egyptians 
prided themselves on evincing their gratitude. 
They honored them whilst living, as so many visi¬ 
ble representations of the Deity; and after their 
death lamented for them as the fathers of their coun¬ 
try. These sentiments of respect and tenderness 
proceeded from a strong persuasion, that the Di¬ 
vinity himself had placed them upon the thrones, 
as he distinguished them so greatly from all other 
mortals: and that kings bore the most noble char¬ 
acteristics of the Supreme Being, as the power 
and will of doing good to others were united in 
their persons. 


CHAPTER II. 

CONCERNING THE PRIESTS AND RELIGION OF THE 
EGYPTIANS. 

Priests in Egypt held the second rank to kings. 
They had great privileges and revenues; their 
lands were exempted from all imposts; of which 
some traces are seen in Genesis, where it is said, 
Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt, that 
Pharaoh should have the fifth part, except the land 
of the priests only, which became not Pharaoh's A 
The prince usually honored them with a large 
share in his confidence and government, because 
they, of all his subjects, had received the best edu¬ 
cation, had acquired the greatest knowledge, and 
were most strongly attached to the king’s person 
and the good of the public. They were at one and 
the same time the depositaries of religion and of 
the sciences; and to tnis circumstance was owing 
the great respect which was paid them by the na¬ 
tives as well as foreigners, by whom they were 
alike consulted upon tile most sacred things rela- 


a Ibid. p. 22. 

4 Gen. xlvii. 2G. 


ting to the mysteries of religion, and the most 
profound subjects in the several sciences. 

The.Egyptians pretend to be the first institutors 
of festivals and processions in honor of the gods. 5 
One festival was celebrated in the city of Bubastus, 
whither persons resorted from all parts of Egypt, 
and upwards of seventy thousand, besides children, 
were seen at it. Another, surnamed the feast of 
the lights, was solemnized at Sais. All persons, 
throughout Egypt, who did not go to Sais, were 
obliged to illuminate their windows. 

c Different animals were sacrificed in different 
countries; but one common and general ceremony 
was observed in all sacrifices, vis. the laying of 
hands upon the head of the victim, loading it at 
the same time with imprecations; and praying the 
gods to divert upon that victim all the calamities 
which might threaten Egypt. 

It is to Egypt that Pythagoras owed his favorite 
doctrine of the Metempsychosis, or transmigration 
of souls.? The Egyptians believed, that at the 
death of men their souls transmigrated into other 
human bodies; and that if they had been vicious, 
they were imprisoned in the bodies of unclean, or 
ill-conditioned beasts, to expiate in them their 
past transgressions; and that after a revolution of 
some centuries, they again animated other human 
bodies. 

The priests had the possession of the sacred 
books, which contained, at large the principles of 
government, as well as the mysteries of divine wor¬ 
ship. Both were commonly involved in symbols 
ana enigmas, 8 which, under these veils, made truth 
more venerable, and excited more strongly the cu¬ 
riosity of men. The figure of Harpocrates in the 
Egyptian sanctuaries, with bis finger upon his 
mouth, seemed to intimate, that mysteries were 
there enclosed, the knowledge of which was re¬ 
vealed to very few. The sphinxes, placed at the , 
entrance of all temples, implied the same. It is 
very well known, that pyramids, obelisks, pillars, 
statues, in a word, all public monuments were usu¬ 
ally adorned with hieroglyphics, that is, with sym¬ 
bolical writings; whether these were characters 
unknown to the vulgar, or figures of animals, under 
which was couched a hidden and parabolical mean¬ 
ing. Thus, by a hare, was signified a lively and 
piercing attention, 9 because this creature has a very 
dtlicate sense of hearing. The statue of a judge 
without hands, and with eyes fixed upon the ground, 
symbolized the duties of those who were to exercise 
the judiciary functions. 10 

It would require a volume to treat fully of the 
religion of the Egyptians. But I shall confine my¬ 
self to two articles, which form the principal part 
of it; and these are, the worship of the different 
deities, and the ceremonies relating to funerals. 

SECTION. I. — THE WORSHIP OF THE VARIOUS 
DEITIES. 

Never were any people more superstitious than 
the Egyptians: they had a great number of gods, 
of different orders and degrees, which I shall omit, 
because they belong more to fable than to history. 
Among the rest, two were universally adored in 
that country', and these were Osiris and Isis, 
which are thought to be the sun and moon: and in¬ 
deed the worship of those planets gave rise to idol¬ 
atry. 

Besides these gods, the Egyptians worshipped a 
great number of beasts; as the ox, the dog, the 
wolf, the hawk, the crocodile, the ibis, 11 the cat, 
&c. Many of these beasts were the objects of the 
superstition only of some particular cities: and 
whilst one people worshipped one species of ani¬ 
mals as gods, their neighbors held the same ani- 

* Herod. 1 ii. c. GO. « Ibid. c. 30. 

i Diod. fi i. p. 88. 8 Plut. de I?id.& Osir. p. 354. 

f Plat. Sympos. 1. iv. p.GTO. 10 Id. de Did. p. 355. 

->■ Or Egyptian stork. 


1 Diod. lib. i. p. 72. 
* Herod. 1. ii. c. 20. 
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raals in abomination. This was the source of the 
continual wars which were carried on between one 
city and another; and this was owing to the false 
policy of one of their kings, who, to deprive them 
of the opportunity and means of conspiring against 
the state, endeavoured to draw off their attention, 
by engaging them in religious contests. I call this, 
a false and mistaken policy; because it directly 
thwarts the true spirit of government, the aim of 
which is, to unite all its members in the strictest 
ties, and to make all its strength consist in the perfect 
harmony of its several parts. 

Every nation had a great zeal for their gods. 
Among us, says Cicero, 1 it is very common to see 
temples robbed, and statues carried off; but it was 
never known , that any person in Egypt ever abused 
a crocodile , an ibis, or cat; for its inhabitants 
would have suffered the most extreme torments, 
rather than be guilty of such sacrilege. It was 
death for any person to kill one of these animals 
voluntarily; 2 and even a punishment was decreed 
against him who should have killed an ibis, or cat, 
with or without design. • Diodorus 3 relates an in¬ 
cident, to which he himself was an eye-witness du¬ 
ring his stay in Egypt; —A Roman having inad¬ 
vertently, and without design, killed a cat, the 
exasperated populace ran to his house; and neither 
the authority of the king, who immediately de¬ 
tached a body of his guards, nor the terror of the 
Roman name, could rescue the unfortunate crimi¬ 
nal. And such was the reverence which the Egyp¬ 
tians had for these animals, that in an extreme 
famine they chose to eat one another, rather than 
feed upon their imagined deities. 

Of all these animals, the bull Apis, called Epa- 
phus by the Greeks, was the most famous, 4 Mag¬ 
nificent temples were erected to him; extraordina¬ 
ry honors were paid him while he lived, and still 
greater after his death. Egypt went then into a 
general mourning. His obsequies were solemnized 
with such pomp as is hardly credible. In the reign 
of Ptolemy Lagus, the bull Apis dying of old age, 5 
the funeral pomp, besides the ordinary expenses, 
amounted to upwards of fifty thousand French 
crowns. 6 After the last honors had been paid to 
the deceased god, the next care was to provide him 
a successor; and all Egypt was sought through for 
that purpose. He was known by certain signs, 
which distinguished him from all other animals of 
that species; upon his forehead was to be a white 
spot, in form of a crescent; on his back, the figure 
of an eagle; upon his tongue that of a beetle. 
As soon as he was found, mourning gave place to 
joy; and nothing washeard, in all parts of Egypt, 
but festivals and rejoicings. The new god was 
brought to Memphis, to take possession ofhis dignity, 
and there installed with a great number of ceremo¬ 
nies. The reader will find hereafter, that Cambyses, 
at his return from his unfortunate expedition against 
Ethiopia, findingall the Egyptians in transports of 
joy for the discovery of their new god Apis, and im¬ 
agining that this was intended as an insult upon his 
misfortunes, killed, in the first impulse of his fury, 
the young bull, who by that means had but a short 
enjoyment of his divinity. 

It is plain, that the. golden calf set up near 
mount Sinai by the Israelites, was owing to their 
abode in Egypt, and an imitation of the god Apis: 
as well as those which were afterwards set up by 
Jeroboam (who had resided a considerable time in 
Egypt) in the two extremities of the kingdom of 
Israel. 


* Re nat. Deor. 1. i. n. 82. Tusc. Quaest. I. v. n. 78. 

a Herod. 1. ii. c. 05. a Diod. 1. i. p. 74, 75. 

* Herod. I. iii. c. 27, &c. Diod. 1. i. p 70. Plin. 1. viii. c, 46. 

* Pliny affirms, that he was not allowed to exceed a cer¬ 
tain term of years ; and was drowned in the priest’s well. 
Non estfas eum certos vita excedcrc annos, mersumque in 
eacerdotum fontc enccant. — Nat. Hist. 1. viii. c. 46. 

« Above 11,2501. storling. 


The Egyptians, not contented with offering in¬ 
cense to animals, carried their folly to such an ex¬ 
cess, as to ascribe a divinity to the pulse and roots 
of their gardens. For this they are ingeniously 
reproached by the satirist: 

’Who has not heard where Egypt’s realms are named. 
What monster-gods her frantic sons have framed ? 

Here Ibis gorged with well-grown serpents, there 
The Crocodile commands religious fear. 

Where Memnan’s statue magic strings inspire 
With vocal sounds, that emulate the lyre; 

And Thebes, (such. Fate, are thy disastrous turns!) 
Now prostrate o’er her pompous ruins mourns; 

A monkey-god, prodigious to be told I 
Strikes the beholder’s eye with burnished gold. 

To godship here blue Triton’s scaly herd. 

The river-progeny is there preferred: 

Through towns Diana’s power neglected lies, 

Where to her dogs aspiring temples rise : 

And should you leeks or onions eat, no time 
Would expiate the sacrilegious crime. 

Religious nations sure, and blest abodes, 

Where ev’ry orchard is o’er-run with gods. 

It is astonishing to see a nation which boasted its 
superiority above'all others with regard to wisdom 
and learning, thus blindly abandon itself to the 
most gross and ridiculous superstitions. Indeed, 
to read of animals and vile insects, honored with 
religious worship, placed in temples, and main¬ 
tained with great care at an extravagant expense; 9 
to read that those who murdered them were pun¬ 
ished with death, and that these animals were em¬ 
balmed, and solemnly deposited in tombs assigned 
them by the public; to hear, that this extravagance 
was carried to such lengths, as that leeks and oni¬ 
ons were acknowledged as deities; were invoked 
in necessity, and depended upon for succor and 
protection; are absurdities which we, at this dis¬ 
tance of time, can scarce believe; and yet they 
have the evidence of all antiquity. You enter, 
says Lucian, 9 into a magnificent temple, every part 
of which glitters with gold and silver. You there 
look attentively for a god, and are cheated with a 
stork, an ape, or a cat; a just emblem, adds that au¬ 
thor, of too many palaces, the masters of which 
are far from being the brightest ornaments of them. 

10 Several reasons are assigned for the worship 
paid to animals by the Egyptians. 

The first is drawn from fabulous history. It is 
pretended that the gods, in a rebellion made 
against them by men, fled into Egypt, and there 
concealed themselves under the form of different 
animals; and that this gave birth to the worship 
which was afterwards paid to those animals. 

The second is taken from the benefit which these 
several animals procure to mankind. 11 Oxen by 
their labor; sheep by their wool and milk; dogs 
by their service in hunting, and guarding houses, 
whence the god Anubis was represented with a 
dog’s head: the ibis, a bird very much resembling 
a stork, was worshipped, because he put to flight 
the winged serpents, with which Egypt would 
otherwise have been grievously infested; the croc¬ 
odile, an amphibious creature, that is, living alike 
upon land and water, of a surprising strength and 


’Quis nescit, Volusi Bithynicc, qualia demens 
A3gyptus portenta colat? Crocodilon adorat 
Pars haec; ilia pavet saturam serpentibus Ibin. 
Effigies sacri nitet aurea Cercopitlicci, 

Dimidio magic® resonant ubi Memnone chord® 
Atque vetus Thabo centum jacet obruta portis. 

Illic coeruleos, hie piscem fluminis, illic 
Oppida tota cancm venerantur, nemo Dianam. 
Porrum ct coepe nefas violate, ac frangere morsu. 

O sanctae gentes, quibus hnec nascuntur in hortis 
Numina! Juven. Satir. xv. 

« Diodorus affirms, that in his time the expense amounted 
to no less than one hundred thousand crowns, or 22,5001. 
sterling. Lib. i. p. 76 9 Imag. 10 Diod. !. i. p. 77, &c. 

Ipsi qui irridentur ASgyptii, nullam belluam nisi ob 
aliquam utilitatem, quam ex ea capcrent consccraverunt. 
Cic. lib. i. De natura Dcor. n. 101. 
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size, 1 was worshiped, because he defended^ Egypt 
from the incursions of the wild Arabs; the ichneu¬ 
mon was adored, because he prevented the too 
great increase of crocodiles, which might have 
proved destructive to Egypt. Now the little ani¬ 
mal in question does this service to the country 
two ways. First, it watches the time when the 
crocodile is absent, and breaks his eggs, but does 
not eat them. Secondly, when the crocodile is a- 
sleep upon the banks of the Nile, (and he always 
sleeps with his mouth open,) the ichneumon, which 
lies concealed in the mud, leaps at once into his 
inouth; gets down to his entrails, which he gnaws; 
then piercing his belly, the skin of which is very 
tender, he escapes with safety; and thus, by his 
address and subtilty, returns victorious over so ter¬ 
rible an animal. 

Philosophers, not satisfied with reasons which 
were too trifling to account for such strange absur¬ 
dities as dishonored the heathen system, and at 
which themselves secretly blushed, have, since 
the establishment of Christianity, supposed a third 
reason for the worship which the Egyptians paid 
to animals; and declared, that it was not offered 
to the animals themselves, but to the gods, of 
whom they are symbols. Plutarch, 2 in his trea¬ 
tise where he examines professedly the preten¬ 
sions of Isis and Osiris, the two most famous dei¬ 
ties of the Egyptians, says as follows: Philoso¬ 
phers honor the image of God wherever they find 
it, even in inanimate beings , and consequently 
more in those which have life. JVe are therefore 
to approve, not the worshipers of these animals, 
but those who , by their means , ascend to the Dei¬ 
ty ; they are to be considered as so many mirrors, 
which nature holds forth , and in which the Su¬ 
preme Being displays himself in a wonderful man¬ 
ner ; or, as so many instruments, which he makes 
use of to manifest outwardly, his incomprehensi¬ 
ble wisdom. Should men, therefore, for the em¬ 
bellishing of statues, amass together all the gold 
and precious stones in the world, the worship must 
not be referred to the statues; for the Deity does 
not exist in colors artfully disposed, nor in frail 
matter destitute of sense and motion. Plutarch 
says in the same treatise, 3 that as the sun and 
moon, heaven, earth, and the sea, are common to all 
men, but have different names according to the dif¬ 
ference of nations and languages; inlike manner , 
though there is but one Deity, and one Providence 
which governs the universe, and which has several 
subaltern ministers under it, men give to this De¬ 
ity, which is the same, different names , and pay 
it different honors, according to the laws and cus¬ 
toms of every country. 

33ut were these reflections, which offer the most 
rational vindication that can be suggested of idol¬ 
atrous worship, sufficient to cover the absurdity 
of it; and could it be called a raising of the divine 
attributes in a suitable manner, to direct the wor¬ 
shiper to admire and seek for the image of them 
in beasts of the most vile and contemptible kinds, 
as crocodiles, serpents, and cats'? Was not this 
rather degrading and debasing the Deity, of whom 
even the most stupid usually entertain a much 
greater and more august idea? 

And even these philosophers were not always so 
just as to ascend from sensible beings to their in¬ 
visible Author. The Scriptures tell us, that these 
pretended sages deserved, on account of their pride 
and ingratitude, to be given over to a reprobate 
mind; and whilst they professed themselves wise, to 
become fools, for having changed the glory of the 
incorruptible God, into an image made like to cor¬ 
ruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, 
and creeping things A To show what man is when 


1 Which, according to Herodotus, is more than seventeen 
cubits in length. Lib. ii. c. 68. 

^ P.382. sP 377,378. 


left to himself, God permitted -that very nation, 
which had carried human wisdom to its greatest 
height, to be the theatre in which the most ridic¬ 
ulous and absurd idolatry was acted. And, on the 
other side, to display the almighty power of his 
grace, he converted the frightful deserts of Egypt 
.into a terrestrial paradise; by peopling them, in 
the time appointed by his providence, with num¬ 
berless multitudes ol illustrious hermits, whose 
fervent piety and rigorous penance have done so 
much honor to the Christian religion. I cannot 
forbear giving here a famous instance of it; and I 
hope the reader will excuse this kind of digres¬ 
sion. 

The great wonder of Lower Egypt, says Abb£ 
Fleury in his Ecclesiastical History, 5 was the city 
of Oxyrinchus, peopled with monks, both within 
and without, so that they were more numerous 
than its other inhabitants. The public edifices 
and idol-temples had been converted into monas¬ 
teries, and these likewise w r ere more in number 
than the private houses. The monks lodged even 
over the gates and in th» towers. The people had 
twelve churches to assemble in, exclusive of the 
oratories belonging to the monasteries. There 
were tw'enty thousand virgins, and ten thousand 
monks in this city, every part of which echoed 
night and day with the praises of God. By order 
of the magistrates, sentinels were posted at the 
gates, to take notice of all strangers and poor who 
came into the city; and the inhabitants vied with 
each other w T ho should first receive them, in order 
to have an opportunity of exercising their hospi¬ 
tality towards them. 

SECTION II. THE CEREMONIES OF THE EGYP¬ 
TIAN FUNERALS. 

I SHALL now give a concise account of the fu¬ 
neral ceremonies of the Egyptians. 

The honors which have been paid in all ages and 
nations to the bodies of the dead, and the reli¬ 
gious care which has always been taken of sepul¬ 
chres, seem to insinuate a universal persuasion, that 
bodies were lodged in sepulchres merely as a de- 
posite or trust. 

We have already observed, in our mention of 
the pyramids, with what magnificence sepulchres 
were built in Egypt; for, besides that they were 
erected as so many sacred monuments, destined to 
transmit to future times the memory of great prin¬ 
ces; they were likewise considered as the man¬ 
sions where the body was to remain during a long 
succession of ages: whereas common houses were 
called inns, 1 * in which men were to abide only as 
travelers, and that during the course of a life 
which was too short to engage their affections. 

When any person in a family died, all the kin¬ 
dred and friends quitted their usual habits, and put 
on mourning; and abstained from baths, wine, and 
dainties of every kind. This mourning continued 
forty or seventy days; probably according to the 
quality of the person. 

Bodies were embalmed three different ways. * 7 
The most magnificent was bestowed on persons of 
distinguished rank, and the expense amounted to a 
talent of silver, or three thousand French livres. 3 

Many hands were employed in this ceremon}\ 9 
Some drew the brain through the nostrils, by an 
instrument made for that purpose. Others empti¬ 
ed the bowels and intestines, by cutting a hole in 
the side,with an Ethiopian stone that was as sharp 
as a razor; after which the cavities were filled 
with perfumes and various odoriferous drugs. As 
this evacuation (which was necessarily attended 
with some dissections) seemed in some measure 
cruel and inhuman; the persons employed fled as 
soon as the operation was over, and were pursued 

‘ Tom. v. p. 25, 25. 8 Diod. 1. i. p. 47. 

’ Herod. 1. ii. c. 85, &c. 8 About 137J. 10s. sterling. 

8 Diod. 1. i. p. 81. 


* Rom- i. 22, 23. 
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with stones by the standers-by. But those who 
embalmed the body were honorably treated. They 
filled it with myrrh, cinnamon, and all sorts of 
spices. After ascertain time, the body was swath¬ 
ed in lawn fillets, which were glued together with 
a kind of very thin gum, and then crusted over 
with the most exquisite perfumes. By this means, 
it is said, that the entire figure of the bodj', the 
very liueaments of the face, and even the hairs on 
the lids and eye-brows, were preserved in their 
natural perfection. The body thus embalmed was 
delivered to the relations, who shut it up in a kind 
of open chest, fitted exactly to the size of the 
corpse; then they placed it upright against the 
wall, either in their sepulchres (if they had any) 
or in their houses. These embalmed bodies are 
what we now call Mummies, which are still brought 
from Egypt, and are found in the cabinets of the 
curious. This shows the care which the Egyptians 
took of their dead. Their gratitude to their de¬ 
ceased relations was immortal. Children, by see¬ 
ing the bodies of their ancestors thus preserved, 
recalled to mind those virtues for which the public 
had honored them; and were excited to a love of 
those laws which such excellent persons had left 
for their-security. We find that part of these cer¬ 
emonies were performed in the funeral honors paid 
to Joseph in Egypt. 

I have said that the public recognised the vir¬ 
tues of deceased persons, because that, before 
they could be admitted into the sacred asylum of 
the tomb, they underwent a solemn trial. And 
this circumstance in the Egyptian funerals, is one 
of the most remarkable to be found in ancient his¬ 
tory. 

It was a consolation among the heathens, to a 
dying man, to leave a good name behind him; and 
they imagined that this is the only human blessing 
of which death cannot deprive us. But the Egyp¬ 
tians would not suffer praises to be bestowed indis¬ 
criminately on all deceased persons. This honor 
was to be obtained only from the public voice. 
The assembly of the judges met on the other-side 
of a lake, which they crossed in a boat. He who 
sat at the helm was called Charon, in the Egyp¬ 
tian language; and this first gave the hint to Or¬ 
pheus, who had been in Egypt, and after him to 
the other Greeks, to invent the fiction of Charon’s 
boat. A 9 soon as a man was dead, he was brought 
to his trial. The public accuser was heard. If 
he proved that the deceased had led a bad life, his 
memory was condemned, and he was deprived of 
burial. The people admired the power of the 
laws, which extended even beyond the grave; and 
every one, struck with the disgrace inflicted on the 
dead person, was afraid to reflect dishonor on his 
own memory and his family. But if the deceased 
person was not convicted of any crime, he was in¬ 
terred in an honorable manner. 

A still more astonishing circumstance, in this 
public inquest upon the dead, was, that the throne 
itself was no protection from it. Kings were spar¬ 
ed during their lives, because the public peace was 
concerned in this forbearance; but their quality 
did not exempt them from the judgment passed 
upon the deadf, and even some of them were de¬ 
prived of sepulture. This custom was imitated by 
the Israelites. We see, in Scripture, that bad 
kings were not interred in the monuments of their 
ancestors. This practice suggested to princes, 
that if their majesty placed them out of the reach 
of men’s judgment while they were alive, they 
would at last be liable to it, when death should re¬ 
duce them to a level with their subjects. 

When therefore a favorahle judgment was pro¬ 
nounced on a deceased person, the next thing was 
to proceed to the ceremonies of interment. In his 
panegyric, no mention was made of his birth, be¬ 
cause every Egyptian was deemed noble. No 
praises were considered as just or true, but such as 


related to the personal merit of the deceased. He 
was applauded for having received an excellent 
education in his younger years; and in his more 
advanced age, for having cultivated piety towards 
the gods, justice towards men, gentleness, modes¬ 
ty, moderation, and all other virtues which consti¬ 
tute the good man. Then all the people besought 
the gods to receive the deceased into the assembly 
of the just, and to admit him as partaker with them 
of their everlasting felicity. 

To conclude this article of the ceremonies of fu¬ 
nerals, it may not be amiss to observe to young 
pupils, the different manners in which the bodies 
of the dead were treated by the ancients. Some, 
as we observed of the Egyptians, exposed them to 
view after thej^ had been embalmed, and thus pre¬ 
served them to after ages: others, as the Romans, 
hurnt them on a funeral pile; and others, again, 
laid them in the earth. 

The care to preserve bodies without lodging 
them in tombs, appears injurious to human na¬ 
ture in general, and to those persons in particular 
to whom respect is designed to be shown by this 
custom ; because it exposes too visibly their wretch¬ 
ed state and deformity; since whatever care may 
he taken, spectators see nothing but the melan¬ 
choly and frightful remains of what thcj r once 
were. The custom of burning dead bodies has 
something in it cruel and barbarous, in destroying 
so hastily the remains of persons once dear to us. 
That of interment is certainly the most ancient and 
religious. It restores to the earth what had been 
taken from it; and prepares onr belief of a sec¬ 
ond restitution of our bodies, from that dust of 
which they were at first formed. 


CHAPTER III. 

OF THE EGYPTIAN SOLDIERS AND WAR. 

The profession of arms was in great repute a- 
mong the Egyptians. After the sacerdotal fami¬ 
lies, the most illustrious, as with us, were those 
devoted to a military life. They were not only 
distinguished by honors, but by ample liberalities. 
Every soldier was allowed twelve Arourse; that is, 
a piece of arable land very near answering to half 
a French acre, 1 exempt from all tax or tribute. 
Besides this privilege, each soldier received a daily 
allowance of five pounds of bread, two of flesh, 
and a quart of wine. 2 This allowance was suffi¬ 
cient to support part of their fatuity. Such an in¬ 
dulgence made them more affectionate to the per¬ 
son of their prince, and the interests of their coun¬ 
try, nnd more resolute in the defence of both; and 
as Diodorus 3 observes, it was thought inconsistent 
with good policy, and even common sense, to com¬ 
mit the defence of a country to men who had no 
interest in its preservation. 

Four hundred thousand soldiers were kept in 
continual pay; 4 all natives of Egypt, and trained up 
in the exactest discipline. They were inured to 
the fatigues of war, by a severe and rigorous educa¬ 
tion. There is an art of forming the body aswell as 
the mind. This art, lost by our sloth, was well knotvn 
to the ancients, and especially to the Egyptians. 
Fool, horse, and chariot-races, were performed in 
Egypt with wonderful agility, and the world could 


i Twelve Jirouras. An Egyptian Aroura was 10.000 
square cubits, equal to three roods, two perches, 55£ square 
feet of our measure. 

a The Greek is, ojvou Ttc<r»p:-g upurr^pi;, which some 
have made to signify a determinate quantity of wine, or 
any other liquid : others, regarding the etymology of the 
word upurntp, have translated it by hanstrum, a bucket, as 
Lucretius, lib. v. 51; others by haustns , a draught, or sup. 
Herodotus says, this allowance was given only to the two 
thousand guards, who attended annually on the kings. 
Lib. ii. c. 108. 

3 Lib. i. p. 07. 4 Ilerod. 1. ii. e. 104. 108. 
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not snow better horsemen than the Egyptians. The 
Scripture in several places 1 speaks advantageously 
of their cavalry. 

Military laws were easily preserved in Egypt, be¬ 
cause sons received them ironi their fathers; the 
profession of war, as all others, being transmitted 
from father to son. Those who lied in battle, or 
discovered any signs of cowardice, were only dis-' 
tinguished by some particular mark of ignominy; 2 
it being thought more advisable to restrain them by 
motives of honor, than by the terrors of punishment. 

But notwithstanding this, I will not pretend to 
say, that the Egyptians were a warlike people. It 
is of little advantage to have regular and well-paid 
troops; to have armies exercised in peace, and em¬ 
ployed only in mock fights: it is war alone, and real 
combats, which form the soldier. Egypt loved 
peace, because it loved justice, and maintained 
soldiers only for its security. Its inhabitants, con¬ 
tent with a country which abounded in all things, 
had no ambitious dreams of conquest. The Egyp¬ 
tians extended their reputation in a very different 
manner, by sending colonies into all parts of the 
world, and with them laws and politeness. They 
triumphed bythe wisdom of their counsels, and the 
superiority of their knowledge; and this empire of 
the mind appeared more noble and glorious to them, 
than that which is achieved by arms and conquest. 
But, nevertheless, Egypt has given birth to illus¬ 
trious conquerors, as will be observed hereafter, 
when w r e come to treat of its kings. 


CHAPTER IV. 

OF THEIR ARTS AND SCIENCES. 

The Egyptians had an inventive genius, but di¬ 
rected it only to useful projects. Their Mercuries 
filled Egypt with wonderful inventions, and left it 
scarcely ignoraut of any thing which could con¬ 
tribute to accomplish the mind, or procure ease 
and happiness. The discoverers of any useful in¬ 
vention received, both living and dead, rewards 
worthy of their profitable labors. It is this which 
consecrated the books of their two Mercuries, and 
stamped them with a divine authority. The first 
libraries were in Egypt; and the titles they bore in¬ 
spired an eager desire to enter them, and dive into 
tiie secrets they contained. They were called the 
remedy for the diseases of ihe soulp and that very 
justly, because the soul was there cured of igno¬ 
rance, the most dangerous, and the parent of all 
other maladies. 

As their country was level, and the sky always 
serene and unclouded, the Egyptians were among 
the first who observed the courses of the planets. 
These observations led them to regulate the year 4 
from the course of the sun; for, as Diodorus ob¬ 
serves, their year, from the most remote antiquity, 
was composed of three hundred sixty five days and 
six hours. To adjust the property of their lands, 
which were every year covered by the overflowing 
of the Nile, thev were obliged to have recourse to 
surveys: and this first taught them geometry. 
They were great observers of nature, which, in a 
climate so serene, and under so intense a sun, was 
vigorous and fruitful. 

i Cant. i. 9. Isa. xxxvi. 9. a Diod. p. 76. 

3 Tujjvic **rp£J0v. 

* It will not seem surprising that the Egyptians, who 
were the most ancient observers of the celestial motions, 
should have arrived to this knowledge, when it is considered 
that the lunar year, made use of by the Greeks and Romans, 
though it appears so inconvenient and irregular, supposed 
nevertheless a knowledge of the solar year, such as Diodorus 
Siculus ascribes to the Egyptians. It will appear at first 
sight, by calculating their intercalations, that those who 
first divided the year in this manner, were not ignorant, 
that to three hundred sixty-five days some hours were to be 
added, to keep pace with the sun. Their only error lay in 
the supposition that only six hours were wanting: whereas 
an addition of almost eleven minutes more was requisite. 


By this study and application they invented or 
improved the science ol physic. The sick were 
not abandoned to the arbitrary will and caprice of 
the physician. He was obliged to follow fixed 
rules, which were the observations of old and ex- 
erienced practitioners, and written in the sacred 
ooks. While these rules were observed, the 
physician was not answerable for the success; 
otherwise, a miscarriage cost him his life. This law 
checked, indeed, the temerity of empirics; but 
then it might prevent new discoveries, and keep 
the art from attaining to its just perfection. Every 
physician, if Herodotus 5 may be credited, confined 
nis practice to the cure of one disease only; one 
was for the eyes, another for the teeth, and so on. 

What we have said of the pyramids, the laby¬ 
rinth, and that infinite number of obelisks, tem¬ 
ples, and palaces, whose precious remains still 
strike the beholder with admiration, and in which 
the magnificence of the princes who raised them, 
the skill of the workmen, the riches of the orna¬ 
ments diffused over every part of them, and the 
just proportion and beautiful symmetry of the parts, 
in which their greatest beauty consisted, seemed to 
vie with each other: works, in many of which the 
liveliness of the colors remains to this day, in spite 
of the rude hand of time, which commonly deadens 
or destroys them: all this, I say, shows the perfec¬ 
tion to which architecture, painting, sculpture, and 
all other arts, had arrived in Egypt. 

The Egyptians entertained but a mean opinion 
of those gymnastic exercises, which did not con¬ 
tribute to invigorate the body, or improve health; 0 
as well as of music, 7 which they considered as a 
diversion not only useless but dangerous, and only 
fit to enervate the mind. 


CHAPTER V. 

OF THEIR HUSBANDMEN, SHEPHERDS, AND AR¬ 
TIFICERS. 

Husbandmen, shepherds, and artificers, form¬ 
ed the three classes of lower life in Egypt, but 
were nevertheless had in very great esteem, 
particularly husbandmen and shepherds. 8 The 
body politic requires a superiority and subordina¬ 
tion of its several members; for as, in the natural 
body, the eye may be said to hold the first rank, 
yet its lustre does not dart contempt upon the feet, 
the hands,* * or even on those parts which are less 
honorable. In like manner, among the Egyptians, 
the priests, soldiers, and scholars, were distinguish¬ 
ed by particular honors; but all professions, to the 
meanest, had their share in the public esteem, be¬ 
cause the despising any man, whose labors, however 
mean, were useful to the state, was thought a crime. 

A better reason than the foregoing might have 
inspired them at the first with these sentiments of 
equity and moderation, which they so long pre¬ 
served. As they all descended from Cham, 9 tneir 
common father, the memory of their still recent 
origin occurring to the minds of all in those first 
ages, established among them a kind of equality, and 
stamped, in their opinion, a nobility on every per¬ 
son derived from the common stock. Indeed, the 
difference of conditions, and the contempt with 
which persons of the lowest rank are treated, are 
owing merely to the distance from the common 
root; which makes us forget that the meanest ple¬ 
beian, when his descent is traced back to the 
source, is equally noble with those of the most ele¬ 
vated rank and titles. 

Be that as it will, no profession in Egypt was 
considered as grovelling or sordid. By this means 
arts were raised to their highest perfection. ,The 

« Lib. ii. c. 84. 6 Diod. 1. i. p. 73. 

* T>JV Js yuoucrixjjv vOfju'Cwnv ov fx ovit' *%p>i<rT0v vfrmprxi‘t* f 

xKKx x*< p\x3spxv, u>s *v *xSs)Xov 9 u<rxv rxg rwv xi>B'pwy 
9 Diod. 1. i. p. 67,68. 8 Or Ham. 
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honor which cherished them mixed with every 
thought and care for their improvement. Every 
man had his way of life assigned him by the laws, 
and it was perpetuated from father to son. Two 
professions at one time, ora change of that which 
a man was born to, were never allowed. By this 
means, men became more able and expert in em¬ 
ployments which they had always exercised from 
their infancy; and every man adding his own ex¬ 
perience to that of his ancestors, was more capa¬ 
ble of attaining perfection in his particular art. 
Besides, this wholesome institution, which had 
been established anciently throughout Egypt, ex¬ 
tinguished all irregular ambition; and taught eve- 
ry man to sit down contented with his condition, 
without aspiring to one more elevated, from inter¬ 
est, vainglory, or levity. 

From this source flowed numberless inventions 
for the improvements of all the arts, and for ren¬ 
dering life more commodious, and trade more easy. 
I once could not believe that Diodorus 1 was m 
earnest, in what he relates concerning the Egyp¬ 
tian industry, viz. that this people had found out a 
way, by an artificial fecundity, to hatch eggs without 
the sitting of the hen; but all modern travelers de¬ 
clare it to be the fact, which certainly is worthy of 
our investigation, and is said to be practised also in 
Europe. Their relations inform us, that the Egyp¬ 
tians stow eggs in ovens, which are heated to such 
a temperament, and with such just proportion to 
the natural warmth of the hen, that the chickens 
produced by these means are as strong as those 
which are hatched the natural way. The season 
of the year proper for this operation is, from the 
end of December to the end of April; the heat in 
Egypt being too violent in the other months. Du¬ 
ring these four months, upwards of three hundred 
thousand eggs are laid in theseovens, which, though 
they are not all successful, nevertheless produce vast 
numbers of fowls at an easy rate. The art lies in giv¬ 
ing the ovens a due degree of heat, which must not 
exceed a fixed proportion. About ten days are bes¬ 
towed in heating theseovens, and very near as much 
time in hatching the eggs. It is very entertaining, 
say these travelers, to observe the hatching of these 
chickens, some of which show at £rst nothing 
but their heads, others but half their bodies, and 
others again come quite out of the egg: these last, 
the moment ihey are hatched, make their way over 
the unhatched egg's, and form a diverting specta¬ 
cle. Corneille le Bruyn, in his Travels, 2 has col¬ 
lected the observations of other travelers on this 
subject. Pliny 3 likewise mentions it; but it appears 
from him, that the Egyptians, anciently, employed 
warm dung, not ovens, to hatch eggs. 

I have said, that husbandmen particularly, and 
those who took care of flocks, were in great esteem 
in Egypt, some parts of it excepted, where the lat¬ 
ter were not suffered. 4 It was, indeed, to these 
two professions that Egypt owed its riches and 
plenty. It is astonishing to reflect what advanta¬ 
ges the Egyptians by their art and labor, drew from 
a country of no great extent, but whose soil was 
made wonderfully fruitful by the inundations of the 
Nile, and the laborious industry of the inhabitants. 

It will be always so with every kingdom, whose 
governors direct all their actions to the public wel- 
lare. The culture of lands, and the breeding of 
cattle, will be an inexhaustible fund of wealth in 
all countries, where, as in Egypt, these profita¬ 
ble callings are supported and encouraged by max¬ 
ims of state and policy: and vve may consider it as 
a misfortune, that they are at present fallen into so 
general a discsteem; though it is from them that 


* Diod. 1. i. p. 67. 4 Tom. ii. p. G4. 8 Lib. x. c. 54. 

* Swineherds, in particular, had a general ill name 
throughout Egypt, as they had the care of so impure an 
animal. Herodotus (1. ii. c. 47.) tells us, that they were not 
permitted to enler the Egyptian temples, nor would any 
man givo them his daughter in marriage. 

Vol. I—8 


the most elevated ranks (as we esteem them) are 
furnished, not only with the necessaries, but even 
the luxuries, of life. For, says Abbe Floury, in 
his admirable work, Of the Manners of the Israel¬ 
ites, where the subject I am upon is thoroughly ex¬ 
amined, it is the peasant who feeds the citizen, the 
magistrate, the gentleman, the ecclesiastic: and 
whatever artifice and craft may be used to convert 
money into commodities, and these back again into 
money; yet all must ultimately be owned to be re¬ 
ceived from the products of the earth, and the ani¬ 
mals which it sustains and nourishes. Neverthe¬ 
less, when we compare men's different stations of 
life together, we give the lowest place to the hus¬ 
bandman; and with many pcople.a wealthy citizen, 
enervated with sloth, useless to the public, and void 
of all merit, has the preference, merely because he 
has more money , and lives a more easy and de¬ 
lightful life. 

But lei us imagine to ourselves a country where 
so great difference is not made between the several 
conditions; where the life of a nobleman is not 
made to consist in idleness, and doing nothing, but 
in a careful preservation of his liberty; that is, in a 
due subjection to the laws and the constitution; by a 
man's subsisting upon his estate without a depend- 
ance on any one, arid being contented to enjoy a little 
ivith liberty, rather than a great deal at the price 
of mean and base compliances: a country, whose 
sloth, effeminacy, and the ignorance of things 
necessary for life, are held in just contempt; and 
where pleasure is less valued than health and bodily 
strength: in such a country, it will be much more 
for a man's reputation to plough and keep fades , 
than to wftste ail his hours in sauntering from place 
to place, in gaming and expensive diversions. 

But we need not have recourse to Plato’s com¬ 
monwealth, for instances of men who have led 
these useful lives. It was thus that the greatest 
part of mankind lived during near four thousand 
years; and that not only the Israelites, but the 
Egyptians, the Greeks, and the Romans, that is to 
say, nations the most civilized, and most renowned 
for arms and wisdom. They all inculcate the re¬ 
gard which ought to be paid to agriculture, and 
the breeding of cattle: one of which (without say¬ 
ing any thing of hemp and flax, so necessary for 
our clothing) supplies us by corn, fruits and pulse, 
with not only a plentiful but delicious nourish¬ 
ment; and tne other, besides its supply of exqui¬ 
site meats to cover our tables, almost alone gives 
life to manufactures and trade, by the skins and 
stufl's it furnishes. 

Princes are commonly desirous, and their inter¬ 
est certainly requires it, that the peasant who, in a 
literal sense, sustains the heat and burden of the 
day, and pays so great a proportion of the nation¬ 
al taxes, should meet with favor and encourage¬ 
ment. But the kind anti good intentions of princes 
are too often defeated by the insatiable and merci¬ 
less avarice of those who are appointed to collect 
their revenues. History has transmitted to us a 
fine saying of Tiberius on this head:—A prefect 
of Egypt having augmented the annual tribute of 
the province, and doubtless, with the view of ma- 
ing his court to the emperor, remitted to him a 
sum much larger than was customary; that prince, 
who, in the beginning of his reign, thought, or at 
least spoke justly, answered, That it was his de¬ 
sign not to fay , but to shear his sheep. b 


CHAPTER VI. 

• OF THE FERTILITY OF EGYPT. 

Under this head, I shall treat only of some 
plants peculiar to Egypt, and of the abundance of 
corn wnich it produced. 

s Xiphilin. in apophthegm. Tib. Cirs. 

Kftperoxi /xou tx 7Tgopxrx t xkk' ovx «sro Zvps<r$xt (ScvXO/iosi, 
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Papyrus. This is a plant from the root of which 
shoot out a great many triangular stalks, to the 
height of six or seven cubits. The ancients 1 writ 
at first upon palm-leaves; next on the inside of the 
bark of trees, from whence the word liber , or 
book, is derived; after that, upon tables covered 
over with wax, on which the characters were im¬ 
pressed with an instrument called Stylus, sharp- 
pointed at one end to write with, and flat at the 
other, to efface what had been written: which gave 
occasion to the following expression of Horace: 
S®pe stylnm vertas, iterum qu* digna legi sint 
Scripturus: Sat. lib. i. x. ver. 72. 

Oft turn vour style, if you desire to write 
Things that will bear a second reading— 

The meaning of which is, that a good performance 
re not to be expected without many erasures and 
corrections. At last the use of paper 2 was intro¬ 
duced, and this was made of the bark of Papyrus, 
divided into thin flakes or leaves, which were very 
proper for writing: and this Papyrus was likewise 
called Byblus: 

Nondum flumineas Memphis contexere byblos 
Noverat.— Lacon. 

Memphis as yet knew not to form in leaves 
The watery byblos. 

Pliny calls it a wonderful invention, 3 so useful 
to life, that it preserves the memory of great ac¬ 
tions, and immortalizes those who achieved them. 
Varro ascribes this invention to Alexander the 
Great, when he built Alexandria; but he had only 
the merit of making paper more common, for the 
invention was of much greater antiquity. The 
same Pliny adds, that Eumanes, king of Pergamus, 
substituted parchment instead of paper; in emula¬ 
tion of Ptolemy, king of Egypt, whose library he 
was ambitious to excel by this invention, which 
had the advantage over paper. Parchment is the 
skin of a sheep, dressed and made fit to write upon. 
It was called Pergamenum from Pergamus, whose 
kings had the honor of the invention. All the an¬ 
cient manuscripts are either upon parchment or vel¬ 
lum, which is calf-skin, and a great deal finer than 
the common parchment. It is very curious to see 
white fine paper wrought out of filthy rags, picked 
up in the streets. The plant Papyrus was useful 
likewise for sails, tackling, clothes, coverlets,4 &c. 

Linum. Flax is a plant whose bark, full of fibres 
or strings, is useful in making fine linen. The me¬ 
thod of making this linen in Egypt was wonderful, 
and carried to such perfection, that the threads 
which were drawn out of them, were almost too 
small for the observation of the sharpest eye. 
Priests were always habited in linen, and never in 
woollen; and all persons of distinction generally 
wore linen clothes. This flax formed a considera¬ 
ble branch of the Egyptian trade, and great quan¬ 
tities of it were exported into foreign countries. 
The manufacture of flax employed a great number 
of hands in Egypt, especially of the women, as ap¬ 
pears from that passage of Isaiah, in which the 
prophet menaces Egypt with a drought of so ter¬ 
rible a nature, that it should interrupt every kind 
of labor: Moreover, they that work in fine flax, 
and they that weave net-works, shell be confound¬ 
ed. 5 We likewise find in Scripture, that one effect 
of the plagueof hail, called down by Moses upon 
Egypt, 0 was the destruction of all the flax which 
was then boiled. This storm was in March. 

Byssus. This was another kind of flax 7 ex¬ 
tremely fine and delicate, which often received a 

i Plin. 1. xiii. c. 11. 

o The papyrus \va6 divided into thin flakes (into which 
it naturally parted,) which being laid on a table, and mois¬ 
tened with the glutinous waters of the Nile, were after¬ 
wards pressed together, and dried in the sun. 

a Fostea promiscuc patnit usus rei, qua constat immor- 
talitas hominum- . . . Chart® usu maxime humanitas 
constat in memoria. 4 Plin. 1. xix. c. 1. 

* Isaiah xix. 9. « Exod. ix. 31. t Plin. lib. xix. c. 1. 



purple dye. It was very dear; and none but rich 
and wealthy persons could afford to wear it. Pliny, 
who gives the first place to the Asbeston or As- 
bestinum (i. e. the incombustible flax,) places the 
Byssus in the next rank; and says, that the dress 
and ornaments of the ladies were made of it. 8 It 
appears from the Holy Scriptures, that it was chief¬ 
ly from Egypt that cloth made of this fine flax 
was brought: Fine linen with broidered work 
from Egypt. 9 

I take no notice of the Lotus, a very common 
plant, and in great request among the Egyptians, 
of whose berries in former times they made bread. 
There was another Lotus in Africa, which gave its 
name to the Lotophagi, or Lotus eaters; because 
they lived upon the fruit of this tree, which had 
so delicious a taste, if Homer may be credited, 
that it made those who ate it forget all the sweets 
of their native country, as Ulyssus found to his 
cost in his return from Troy. 10 

In general it may be said, that the Egyptian 
pulse and fruits were excellent; and might, as 
Pliny observes, 11 have sufficed singly for the nour¬ 
ishment of the inhabitants; such was their excel¬ 
lent quality, and so great their plenty. And indeed 
working men lived then almost upon nothing else, 
as appears from those who were employed in build¬ 
ing the pyramids. 

Besides these rural riches, the Nile, from its fish, 
and the fatness it gave to the soil for the feeding 
of cattle, furnished the tables of the. Egyptians 
with the most exquisite fish of every kind, and the 
most succulent flesh. This it was which made the 
Israelites so deeply regret the loss of Egypt, when 
they found themselves in the wilderness. Who , 
say they, in a plaintive and at the same time sedi¬ 
tious tone, shall give us flesh to eat? We remem¬ 
ber the fiesh which we did cat in Egypt freely; the 
cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the 
onions, and the garlick. 12 We sat by the fiesh 
pots , and wc did eat bread to the full.™ 

But the great and matchless wealth of Egypt 
arose from its corn, which, even in an almost uni¬ 
versal famine, enabled it to support all the neigh¬ 
boring nations, as it particularly did under Joseph’s 
administration. In later ages it was the resource 
and most certain granary of Rome and Constanti¬ 
nople. It is a well known story, how a calumny 
raised against St. Athanasius, viz. of his having 
threatened to prevent in future the importation of 
corn into Constantinople from Alexandria, incen¬ 
sed the emperor Constantine against that holy 
bishop, because he knew that his capital city could 
not subsist without the corn which was brought to 
it from Egypt. The same reason induced all the 
emperors of Rome to take so great a care of Egypt, 
which they considered as the nursing-mother of 
the world’s metropolis. 

Nevertheless, the same river which enabled this 
province to subsist the two most populous cities in 
the w orld, sometimes reduced even Egypt itself to 
the most terrible famine; and it is astonishing that 
Joseph’s wise foresight, which in fruitful years had 
made provisions for seasons of sterility, snonld not 

s Proximus Byssino mulierum maxime deliciisgenito: 
inventum jam est etiam [scilicet Linum] quod igvibus non 
absumetur, vivum id vocant, ardentesque in focis convivio - 
rum ex co vidimus mappas, sordibus ezuslis splendescentes 
igni magis , quam possent aquis: i. e. A flax is now found 
out, which is proof against the violence of fire; it is called 
living flax; and we have seen table napkins of it glowing 
in the fires of our dining-rooms, and receiving a lustre and a 
cleanliness from flames which no water could have given it. 
» Ezek. xxvii. 7. 

to Twv S* bait's Hahoto $xy0 » xee^ov, 

irxKtv ovSs vst<r$xt. 

t»p \a>T0io qxyutv, v oo“ro*o \x$>)Txt. 

^ « * ; • Odyss. ix. ver. 94,95,102. 

u iEgyptus fruguri quidejn fertilissima, sed ut prope 
sola iis carere possit, tantd'dst>:ifearur.i px.ty»bis.abundant 
tia. Plin. 1. xxi. c. 15. • V* * ( -t 

Num. xi. 4, 5. 13 Tix»d..xvi. 3. .-/♦ 
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have taught these so much-boasted politicians, to 
adopt similar precautions against the changes and 
inconstancy of the Nile. Pliny, in his panegyric 
npon Trajan, paints with wonderful strength the 
extremity to wnich that country was reduced by a 
famine under that prince’s reign, and his generous 
relief of it. The reader will not be displeased to 
read here an extract of it, in which a greater regard 
will be had toPliny’s thoughts than to bis expressions. 

The Egyptians, says Pliny, who gloried that they 
needed neither rain nor sun to produce.their corn, 
and who believed they might confidently contest 
the prize of plenty with the most fruitful coun¬ 
tries of the world, were condemned to an unexpec¬ 
ted drought, and a fatal sterility, from the greatest 
part of their territories being deserted and left un¬ 
watered by the Nile, whose inundation is the 
source and sure standard of their abundance. They 
then implored that assistance from their prince, 
which they had been accustomed to expect only 
from their river. 1 The delay of their relief was 
no longer than that which employed a courier to 
bring the melancholy news to Rome; and one 
would have imagined, that this misfortune had be¬ 
fallen them only to display, with* greater lustre, 
the generosity and goodness of Ccesar. It was an 
Qncient and general opinion, 2 that our city could 
not subsist without provisions drawn from Egypt. 
This vain and proua nation boasted, that, though 
conquered, they nevertheless fed their conquerors; 
that by means of their river, either abundance or 
scarcity were entirely in their own disposal. But 
we now have returned the Nile his own harvests, 
and given him back the provisions he sent us. Let 
the Egyptians be then convinced, by their own ex¬ 
perience, that they are not necessary to us, and are 
only our vassals. Let them know that their ships 
do not so much bring us the provision we stand in 
need of, as the tribute which they owe us. And 
let them never forget, that we can do without 
them, but that they can never do without us. This 
most fruitful province had been ruined, had it not 
worn the Roman chains. The Egyptians, in their 
sovereign, found a deliverer, and a father. Aston¬ 
ished at the sight of their granaries, filled without 
any labor of their own, they were at a loss to know 
to whom they owed this foreign and gratuitous 
plenty. The famine of a people, though at such 
a distance from us, yet so speedily stopped, served 
only to let them feel the advantage of living under 
our empire. The Nile may, in other times, have 
diffused more plenty on Egypt, but never more glory 
upon us. 3 May heaven, content with this proof of 
the people’s patience and the prince’s generosity, 
restore forever back to Egypt its ancient fertility! 

Pliny’s reproach to the Egyptians, for their vain 
and foolish pride with regard to the inundations 
of the Nile, points out one of their most peculiar 
characteristics, and recalls to my mind a fine pas¬ 
sage of Ezekiel, where God thus speaks to Pha¬ 
raoh, one of their kings: Behold , I am against 
thee, Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great dragon, 
that lieth in the midst of his rivers , which hath 
Said, My river is my own, and I have made it for 
myself* God perceived an insupportable pride 
in the heart of this prince: a sense of security and 
confidence in the inundations of the Nile, inde¬ 
pendent entirely on the influence of heaven; as 
though the happy effects of this inundation had 
been owing to nothing but his own care and labor, 

t Inundatione, id eet, ubertate regio fraudata, sic opem 
CsEsaris invocavit, ut solct amnem suum. 

» Pererebuerat antiquilus urbem nostram nisi opibus 
■fl2gypt.i ali sustentarique non posse. Superbiebat ventosa 
et insoleus natio, quod victorem quidem populum paseeret 
tamen, quodque in suo flumine, in suis manibus, vel abun¬ 
dant ia nostra vel fames esset. Refudimus Nilo suas copias. 
liecepit frumeota quae miscrat, deportatesque messes re- 
vexii. 

* Nilu9 jEgypto quidem ssepe, sed glorioe nostrae nun- 
quam largior fiuxit. 4 Ezek. xxix. 3. 9. 
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or those of his predecessors: The river is mine, and 
I have made it. 

Before I conclude this second part, which treats 
of the manners of the Egyptians, I think it incum¬ 
bent on me to bespeak the attention of my readers 
to different passages scattered in the history of 
Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, and Moses, which con¬ 
firm and illustrate part of what we meet with in pro¬ 
fane authors upon this subject. They will there ob¬ 
serve the perfect polity which reigned in Egypt, both 
in the court and the rest of the kingdom; the vigi¬ 
lance of the prince, who was informed of all tran¬ 
sactions, had a regular council, a chosen number 
of ministers, armies ever well maintained and dis¬ 
ciplined, hoth of horse, foot, and armed chariots; 
intendants in all the provinces; overseers or guar¬ 
dians of the public granaries; wise and exact dis¬ 
pensers of the corn lodged in them; a court com¬ 
posed of great officers of the crown, a captain of 
his guards, a chief cup-bearer, a master of nis pan¬ 
try; in a word, all things that compose a prince’s 
household, and constitute a magnificent court. But 
above all these, the readers will admire the fear ia 
which the Ihreatenings of God were held, 5 the in¬ 
spector of all actions and the judge of kings them¬ 
selves; and the horror the Egyptians had for adul¬ 
tery, which was acknowledged to be a crime of so 
heinous a nature, that it alone was capable of bring¬ 
ing destruction on a nation. 


PART III. 

THE HISTORY OF THE KINGS OF EGYPT, 

No part of ancient history is more obscure or un¬ 
certain, than that of the first kings of Egypt. This 
proud nation, fondly conceited of its antiquity and 
nobility, thought it glorious to lose itself in an 
abyss of infinite ages, which seemed to carry its 
pretensions backward to eternity-. According to 
its own historians, 6 first gods, and afterwards demi¬ 
gods or heroes, governed it successively, through 
a series of more than twenty thousand years. But 
the absu rdity of this vain and fubulous claim is easi¬ 
ly discovered. 

To gods and demi-gods, men succeeded as rulers 
or kings in Egypt, of .whom Manetho has left us 
thirty dynasties or principalities. This Manetho was 
an Egyptian high priest, and keeper of the sacred 
archives of Egypt, and had been instructed in the 
Grecian learning: he wrote a history of Egypt, 
which he pretended to have extracted from the 
writings of Mercurius and other ancient memoirs, 
preserved in the archives of the Egyptian temples. 
He drew up this history under the reign, and at 
the command, of Ptolemy Philadelphus. If his 
thirty dynasties are allowed to be successive, 
they make up a series of time of more than five 
thousand three hundred years, to the reign of 
Alexander the Great; but this is a manifest for¬ 
gery. Besides, we find in Eratosthenes," who wa 9 
invited to Alexandria by Ptolemy Euergetes, a 
catalogue of thirty eight kings of Thebes, all differ¬ 
ent from those of Manetho. The clearing up of 
these difficulties has put the learned to a great deal 
of trouble and labor. The most effectual way to 
reconcile such contradictions, is to suppose, with 
almost all the modern writers upon this subject, 
that the kings of these different dynasties did not 
reign successively after one another, but many of 
them at the same time, and in different countries of 
Egypt. There were in Egypt four principal dynas¬ 
ties; that of Thebes, of Thin, of Memphis, and of 
Tanis. I shall not here give my readers a list of 
the kings who have reigned in Egypt, of most of 
w'hom we have only the names transmitted to us. 
I shall only take uotice of what seems to me most 


* Gen. xii. 10—20. 

’ An historian of Gyrene. 


b Diod. 1. i. p. 41. 
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proper, to give youth the necessary.light into this 
part of history, for whose sake principally I en¬ 
gaged in the undertaking; and I shall confine my¬ 
self chiefly to the memoirs left us by Herodotus 
and Diodorus Siculus, concerning the Egyptian 
kings, without even scrupulously preserving the 
exactness of succession, at least in the early part 
of the monarchy, which is very obscure; and 
without pretending to reconcile these two histori¬ 
ans. Their design, especially that of Herodotus, 
was not to lay before us an exact series of the 
kings of Egypt, but only to point out those princes 
whose history appeared to them most important 
and instructive. I shall follow the same plan, and 
hope to be forgiven, for not having involved either 
myself or my readers in a labyrinth of almost in¬ 
extricable difficulties, from which the most able 
can scarce disengage themselves, when they pre¬ 
tend to follow the series of history, and reduce it 
to fixed and certain dates. The curious may con¬ 
sult the learned pieces, 1 in which this subject is 
treated in all its extent. 

I am to premise, that Herodotus, upon the credit 
of the Egyptian priests whom he had consulted, 
gives us a great number of oracles and singular 
incidents, all which, though he relates them as so 
many facts, the judicious reader will easily discov¬ 
er to be what they really are: I mean, fictions. 

The ancient history of Egypt comprehends 2158 
years, and is naturally divided into three periods. 

The first begins with the establishment of the 
Egyptian monarchy, by Menes or Misraim, the son 
of Cham, 2 in the year of the world 1816; and ends 
with the destruction of that monarchy hy Cam- 
byses, king of Persia, in the year of the world 
3479. This first period contains 1663 years. 

The second period is intermixed with the Per¬ 
sian and Grecian history, and extends to the death 
of Alexander the Great, which happened in the 
year 3681, and consequently includes 202 years. 

The third period is that in which a new monar¬ 
chy was formed in Egypt by the Lagidae, or Ptol¬ 
emies, descendants from Lagus; to the death of 
Cleopatra, the last queen of Egypt, in 3974; and 
this last comprehends 293 years. 

I shall now treat only of the first period, reserv¬ 
ing the two others for the aeras to which they belong. 

The Kings of Egypt . 

A M. 1816. Menes. Historians are unani- 
Ant. J. C. 2188. mously agreed, that Menes was the 
first king of Egypt. It is pretend¬ 
ed, and not without foundation, that he is the 
same with Misraim, the son of Cham. 

Cham was the second son of Noah. When the 
family of the latter, after the extravagant attempt 
of building the tower of Babel, dispersed them¬ 
selves into different countries, Cham retired to 
Africa; and it doubtless was he who afterwards 
was worshipped as a god, under the name of Jupi¬ 
ter Ammon. He had four children, Chus, 3 Mjs- 
raim, Phut, and Canaan. Chus settled in Ethiopia; 
Misraim in Egypt, which generally is called in 
Scripture after his name, and by that of Cham 4 his 
father; Phut took possession of that part of Africa, 
which lies westward of Egypt; and Canaan of the 
country which afterwards bore his name. The 
Canaanites are certainly the same people who are 
called almost always Phoenicians by the Greeks, of 
which foreign name no reason can be given, any 
more than of the oblivion of the true one. 

I return to Misraim. He is allowed 5 to be the 
same with Menes, whom all historians declare to 

i Sit John Marsham’s Canon Chronic.; Father Pezron: 
the Dissertations of F. Tournemine, and Abbe Sevin, &c. 

a Or Ham. 3 Or Cush, Gen. x. 6. 

* The footsteps of its old name (Mesraim) remain to this 

day among the Arabians, who call it Mesro ; by the testi¬ 
mony of Plutarch it was called Chemia, by an easy 

corruption of Chomia, and this for Cham, or Ham. 

* Herod. 1. ii. p. 99. Diod. 1. i. p. 42. 


be the first king of Egypt, the institutor of the 
worship of the gods, and of the ceremonies of the 
sacrifices. 

Busiris, some ages after him, built the famous 
city of Thebes, and made it the seat of hisempiie. 
We have elsewhere taken notice of the wealth and 
magnificence of this city. This prince is not to be con¬ 
founded with Busiris, so infamous for his cruelties. 

OSYMANDYAS. Diodorus 6 gives a very particu¬ 
lar description of many magnificent edifices, raised 
by this king; one of which was adorned with 
sculptures and paintings of exquisite beauty, repre¬ 
senting his expedition against the Bactrians, a peo¬ 
ple of Asia, whom he had invaded with four hun¬ 
dred thousand foot and twenty thousand horse. In 
another part of the edifice was exhibited an assem¬ 
bly of the judges, whose president wore, on his breast, 
a picture of Truth, with her eyes shut, and himself 
was surrounded with books; an emphatic emblem, 
denoting that judges ought to be perfectly versed in 
the laws, and impartial in the administration of them. 

The king likewise was painted here, offering to 
the gods gold and silver, which he drew every 
year from the mines of Egypt, amounting to the 
sum of sixteen millions. 7 

Not far from hence was seen a magnificent libra¬ 
ry, the oldest mentioned in history. Its title or in¬ 
scription on the front was, The office , or treasury , 
of remedies for the diseases of the soul. Near it 
were placed statues, representing all the Egyptian 
gods, to each of whom the king made suitable of¬ 
ferings: by which he seemed to be desirous of in¬ 
forming posterity that his life and reign had been 
crowned with piety to the gods, and justice to men. 

His mausoleum displayed uncommon magnifi¬ 
cence: it was encompassed with a circle of gold, 
a cubit in breadth, and 365 cubits in circumfer¬ 
ence; each of which showed the rising and setting 
of the sun, moon, and the rest of the planets. For, 
so early as this king’s reign, the Egyptians divided 
the year into twelve months, each consisting of 
thirty days: 8 to which they added everv year five 
days and six hours. The spectator did not know 
which to admire most in this stately monument, 
whether the richness of its materials, or the genius 
and industry of the artists. 

UCHOREUS,one of the successors of Osyinandyas, 
built the city of Memphis. 9 This city was 150 fur¬ 
longs, or more than seven leagues in circumfer¬ 
ence, and stood at the point of the Delta, in that 
art where the Nile divides itself into several 
ranches, or streams. Southward from the city, 
he raised a lofty mole. On the right and left he 
dug very deep moats to receive the river. These 
were faced with stone, and raised, near the city, 
by r strong causeys; the whole designed to secure 
the city from the inundations of the Nile, and the 
incursions of the enemy. A city so advantageous¬ 
ly situated, and so strongly fortified, that it was 
almost the key of the Nile, and, by this means, 
commanded the whole country', became soon the 
usual residence of the Egyptian kings. It kept 
ossession of this honor, til! Alexandria was built 
y Alexander the Great. 

Mceris. This king made the famous lake which 
went by his name, and whereof mention has been 
already made. 

Egypt had long been govern¬ 
ed by its native princes, when A, M. 1920. 
strangers, called Snepherd-kings Ant. J. C. 2084. 
(Hycsos in the Egyptian lan¬ 
guage,) from Arabia or Phoenicia, iniaded and 
seized a great part of Lower Egypt, and Memphis 
itself; but Upper Egypt remained unconquered, 
and the kingdom of Thebes existed till the rtign 
of Sesostris. These foreign princes governed about 
260 years. 


g Diod. 1. i. p. 44, 45. 

i Three thousand two hundred myriads of mime. 

3 See Sir Isaac Newton’s Chronology, p. 30. ® Diod. p.46 
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* y oAoi Under one of these princes, 

An/ I r i<v>q called Pharaoh in Scripture 1 (a 
’ * ’ ~ ’ name common to all the king's of 

Egypt,) Abraham arrived there with his wife Sarah, 
who was exposed to great hazard, on account of her 
exquisite beauty, which reaching the prince’s ear, 
she was taken by him from Abraham, upon the suppo¬ 
sition that she was not his wife, but only his sister. 

Thethmosis, or Amosis, hav- 
A. INI. 2170. ing expelled the Shepherd-kings, 
Ant. J. C. 1825. reigned in Lower Egypt. 

Long after his reign, Joseph 
A.M. 2276. was brought a slave into Egypt, 
Ant. J. C. 1728. by some Iahmaelitish merchant's; 

sold to Potiphar; and by a series 
of wonderful events, enjoyed the supreme author¬ 
ity', by his being raised to the chief employment of 
the kingdum. I shall pass over his history, as 
it is so universally known. But I must take no¬ 
tice of a remark of Justin (the epitomizer of Tro- 
gus Pompeius, 2 an excellent historian of the Au¬ 
gustan age,) viz. that Joseph, the youngest of Ja¬ 
cob’s children, whom his brethren, through envy, 
had sold to foreign merchants, being endowed 
from heaven with the interpretation of dreams, 3 
and a knowledge of futurity, preserved, by his un¬ 
common prudence, Egypt from the famine with 
which it was menaced, and was extremely caress¬ 
ed by the king. 

Jacob also went into Egypt 
A. M.229S. with his whole family, which met 
Ant. J. C. 1706. with the kindest treatment from 
the Egyptians, whilst Joseph’s 
important services were fresh in their memories. 
But after his death, say the Scriptures, there arose 
up a new king , which knew not JosephA 

RAmeses-miamum, according 
A.M.2427. to arch-bishop Usher, was the 
Ant. J. C. 1577. name of this king, who is called 
Pharaoh in Scripture. He reigned 
sixty-six years, and oppressed the Israelites in a most 
grievous manner. He set over them task-masters 
to a fflict them with their burdens , and they built 
for Pharaoh treasure-cities, Piihom and Raamses; 5 
and the Egyptians made the children of Israel to 
serve with rigor; and they made their lives bitter 
with hard bondage , in mortar and in bricky and 
in all manner cf service in the feld; all their ser¬ 
vice wherein they made them serve, was ivith rig - 
or. 6 This king had two sons, Amenophis and Bu 
siris. 

Amenophis, the eldest, suc- 
A. M. 2494. ceeded him. He was the Pharaoh, 
Ant. J. C. 1510. under whose reign the Israelites 
departed out of Egypt, and was 
drowned in passing the Red Sea. 

Father Tournemine makes Se- 
A.M.2513. sostris, of whom we shall speak 
Ant. J. C. 1491. immediately', the Pharaoh who 
raised the persecution against the 
Israelites, and oppressed them with the most pain¬ 
ful toils. This is exactly agreeable to the account 
given, by' Diodorus, of this prince, who employed in 
his Egyptian works only foreigners; so that we may 
place the memorable event of the passage of the Red 
Sea, under his son Pheron; 7 and the characteristic 
of impiety ascribed to him by Herodotus, greatly 
strengthens the probability of this conjecture. The 
olan I have proposed to follow in thishistory excu¬ 
ses me from entering into chronological discussions. 
Diodorus, 9 speaking of the Red Sea, has made 

i Gen. xii. 10—20. a Lib. xxxvi. e. 2. 

a Justin ascribes this gift of heaven to Joseph’s skill in 
magical arts: Cum magicas ibi artes (Egypti sc .) solerti 
ingenio percepisset , * Exod. i. 8. 

6 lleb. urbes thesaurorum. LXX. urbes muuitas. These 
cities were appoimed to preserve, as in a storehouse, the 
corn, oil, and other products of Egypt. Vatab. 
s Exod. i. 11. J3, 14. 

T This name bears a great resemblance to Pharaoh, which 
was common to the Egyptian kings. 8 Lib. iii. p. 74. J 


one remark very worthy our observation; A tra 
dition (says that historian) has been transmitted 
through the whole nation, from father to son, for 
many ages, that once an extraordinary ebb dried 
up the sea, so that its bottom was seen; and that a 
violent, flow immediately after brought back the 
waters to their former channel. — It is evident, 
that the miraculous passage of Moses over the Red 
Sea is here hinted at; and I make this remark, 
purposely to admonish young students, not to slip 
over, in their perusal of authors, these precious re¬ 
mains of antiquity; especially when they bear, like 
this passage, any relation to religion. 

Archbishop Usher says, that Amenophis left two 
sons, one called Scsothis, or Sesostris, and the 
other Armais. The Greeks call him Belas, and his 
two sons Egyptusand Danaus. 

Sesostris 9 was not only one of the most power¬ 
ful ki igs of Egypt, but one of the greatest con¬ 
querors that antiquity boasts of. 

His father, whether by inspiration, caprice, or, 
as the Egyptians say, by the authority ot an ora¬ 
cle, formed a design of making his son a conquer¬ 
or. This he set about after the Egyptian manner, 
that is, in a great and noble way. All the male 
children, born the same day with Sesostris, were, 
by the king’s order, brought to court. Here they 
were educated as if they had been his own chil¬ 
dren, with the same care bestowed on Sesostris, 
with whom they were brought up. He could not 
possibly have given him more faithful ministers, 
nor officers who more zealously desired the suc¬ 
cess of his arms. The chief part of their educa¬ 
tion was, the inuring them, from their infancy, to 
a hard and laborious life, in order that they might 
one day be capable of sustaining with case the toils 
of war. They were never suffered to eat, till they 
had run, on foot or horseback, a considerable race. 
Hunting was their most common exercise. 

iEIian remarks, 10 that Sesostris was taught by 
Mercury, who instructed him in politics, and the 
art of government. This Mercury is he whom the 
Greeks called Trismegistus, i. e. thrice great. 
Egypt, his native country, owes to him the inven¬ 
tion of almost every art. The two books, which 
go under his name, bear such evident characters of 
novelty that the forgery is no longer doubted. 
There was another Mercury, who was also very fa¬ 
mous among the Egyptians for his rare knowledge; 
and of much greater antiquity than he of whom 
we have been speaking. Jamblicus, a priest of 
Egypt, affirms, that it was customary with the 
Egyptians to fix the name of Hermes, or Mercury, 
to all the new books or inventions that were offer¬ 
ed to the public. 

When Sesostris was more advanced in years his 
father sent him against the Arabians, in order to 
acquire military knowledge. Here the young 
prince learned to bear hunger and thirst; and sub¬ 
dued a nation which till then had never been con¬ 
quered. The youths educated with him attended 
him in all his campaigns. 

Accustomed by this conquest to martial toils, he 
was next sent by his father to try his fortune west¬ 
ward. He invaded Libya, and subdued the great¬ 
est part of that vast country. 

Sesostris. During this expe¬ 
dition his father died, and left A. M. 2513. 
him capable of attempting the Ant. J. C. 1491. 
greatest enterprises. Reformed 
no less a design than that of the conquest of the 
world. But before he left his kingdom, he provi¬ 
ded for his domestic security, in winning the 
hearts of his subjects by his generosity, justice, 
and a popular and obliging behavior. He was no 
less studious to gain the affection of his officers and 
soldiers, whom he wished to be ever ready to share 
the last drop of their blood in his service; persua 

9 Herod. 1. ii. cap. 102. 110. Diod. I. i. p. 43. 54. 

10 Tu viy u uxrx u.acuirw? kvxi, lib. XII. C. 4. 
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ded that his enterprises would all be unsuccessful, 
unless his army should be attached to his person 
by all the ties of esteem, affection, and interest. 
He divided the eountryinto thirty six governments 
(called Nomi,) and bestowed them on persons of 
merit, and the most approved fidelity. 

In the mean time he made the requisite prepa¬ 
rations, levied forces, and headed them with offi¬ 
cers of the greatest bravery and reputation, and 
these were taken chiefly from among the youths 
who had been educated with him. He had seven¬ 
teen hundred of these officers, who were all capa¬ 
ble of inspiring his troops with resolution, a love 
of discipline, and a zeal for the service of their 
prince. His army consisted of six hundred thou¬ 
sand foot, and twenty-four thousand horse, besides 
twenty-seven thousand armed chariots. 

He began Ills expedition by invading Ethiopia, 
situated on the south of Egypt. He made it trib¬ 
utary; and obliged the nations of it to furnish him 
annually with a certain quantity of ebony, ivory 
and gold. 

He had fitted out a fleet of four hundred sail, 
and ordering it to advance to the Red Sea, made 
himself master of the isles and cities lying on the 
coasts of that sea. He himself heading his land 
army, overran and subdued Asia with amazing ra¬ 
pidity, and advanced farther into India than Her¬ 
cules, Bacchus, and in aftertimes Alexander him¬ 
self had ever done; for he subdued the countries 
beyond the Ganges, and advanced as far as the 
ocean. One may judge from hence how unable the 
more neighboring countries were to resist him. The 
Scythians, as far as the river Tanais, as well as Ar¬ 
menia and Cappadocia, were conquered. He left 
a colony in the ancient kingdom of Colchos, situ¬ 
ated to the cast of the Black Sea, where the Egyp¬ 
tian customs and manners have been ever since 
retained. Herodotus saw in Asia Minor, from one 
sea to the other, monuments of his victories. In 
several countries was read the followinginscription 
engraven on pillars: Scsostris, king of kings , and 
lord of lords , subdued this country by the power of 
his arms. Such pillars were found even in Thrace, 
and his empire extended from the Ganges to the 
Danube. In his expeditions, some nations bravely 
defended their liberties, and others yielded them 
up without making the least resistance. This dis¬ 
parity was denoted by him in hieroglyphical fig¬ 
ures, on the monuments erected to perpetnate the 
remembrance of his victories, agreeably to the 
Egyptian practice. 

The scarcity of provisions in Thrace stopped 
the progress of his conquests and prevented his 
advancing farther in Europe. One remarkahle 
circumstance is observed in this conqueror, who 
never once thought, as others had done, of preser¬ 
ving his acquisitions; but contenting himself with 
the glory of having subdued and despoiled so ma¬ 
ny nations; after having made wild havoc up and 
down the world for nine years, he confined himself 
almost within the ancient limits of Egypt, a few 
neighboring provinces excepted; for we do not 
find any traces or footsteps of this new empire, 
either under himself or his successors. 

He returned therefore laden with the spoils of 
the vanquished nations, dragging after him a num¬ 
berless multitude of captives, and covered with 
greater glory than any of his predecessors; that 
glory I mean which employs so many tongues and 
pens in its praise; which consists in invading a 
great number of provinces in a hostile way, and is 
often productive of numberless calamities. Here- 
warded his officers and soldiers with a truly royal 
magnificence, in proportion to their rank and mer¬ 
it. He made it both his pleasure and duty, to put 
the companions of his victory in such a condition 
as might enable them to enjoy, during the remain¬ 
der ot their days, a calm and easy repose, the just 
reward of their past toils. 


With regard to himself, for ever careful of his 
own reputation, and still more of making his pow¬ 
er advantageous to his subjects, he employed the 
repose which peace allowed him, iu raising works 
that might contribute mure to the enriching of 
Egypt, than the immortalizing his name; works, 
in which the art and industry ot the workmen were 
more admired, than the immense sums which had 
been expended on them. 

A hundred famous temples, raised as so many 
monuments of gratitude to the tutelar gods of all 
the cities, were the first, as well as the most illus¬ 
trious, testimonies of his victories; and he took 
care to publish in the inscriptions on them, that 
these mighty works had been completed without 
burdening any of his subjects. He made it his 
glory to be tender of them, and to employ only 
captives in these monuments of his conquests. 
The scriptures take notice of something like this, 
where they speak of the buildings of Solomon. 1 
But he prided himself particularly in adorning and 
enriching the temple of Vulean at Pelusium, in ac¬ 
knowledgment of the'protection which he fancied 
that god had bestowed on him, when, on his return 
from his expeditions, his brother had a design of de¬ 
stroying him in that city, with his wife and children, 
by setting fire to the apartment where he then lay. 

His great work was, the raising, in every part of 
Egypt, a considerable number of high banks, or 
moles, on which new cities were huilt, in order 
that these might be a security for men and heasts 
during the inundations of the Nile. 

From Memphis, as far as the sea, he cut, on both 
sides of the river, a great number of canals, for 
the conveniency of trade, and the conveying of 
provisions, and for the settling an easy correspon¬ 
dence between such cities’as were most distant 
from one another. Besides the advantages of 
traffic, Egypt was, by these canals, made inaeeessi* 
ble to the cavalry of its enemies, which before had 
so often harassed it by repeated incursions. 

He did still more. To secure Egypt from the 
inroads of its nearer neighbors, the Syrians and 
Arabians, he fortified all the eastern coast from 
Pelusium to Pleliopolis, that is, for upwards of sev¬ 
en leagues. 2 

Sesostris might have been considered as one of' 
the most illustrious and most boasted heroes of an¬ 
tiquity, had not the lustre of his warlike actions, 
as well as his pacific virtues, been tarnished by a 
thirst of glory, and a blind fondness for his own 
grandeur, which made him forget that he was a 
man. The kings and chiefs of the conquered na¬ 
tions came, at stated times, to do homage to their 
victor, and pay him the appointed tribute. On ev¬ 
ery other occasion, he treated them with sufficient 
humanity and generosity. But when he went to 
the temple, or entered his capital, he caused these 
princes to be harnessed to his car, four abreast, in¬ 
stead of horses; and valued himself upon his being 
thus drawn by the lords and sovereigns of other na¬ 
tions. What I am most surprised at, is, that Dio¬ 
dorus should rank this foolish and inhuman vanity 
among the most shining actions of this prince. 

Being grown blind in his old age, he died by his 
own hands, after having reigned thirty-three years, 
and left his kingdom infinitely rich. His empire, 
nevertheless, did not reach beyond the fourth gen¬ 
eration. But there still remained, so low as the 
reign of Tiberius, magnificent monuments, which 
showed the extent of Egypt under Sesostris, 3 and 
the immense trihutes which were paid to it. 4 

*■ 2 Chron . viii. 9: But of the children of Israel did Solo¬ 
mon make no servants for his work. 

ft 150 stadia, about 18 miles English. 

3 Tacit. Ann. 1. ii. c. GO. 

4 Legebantur indicta gentibus tributa—hand minus mag- 
nijica quarn nunc vi Parlhorum autpotentia Romana juben- 
tur —Inscribed on pillars, were read the tributes imposed 
on vanquished nations, which were not inferior to those 

i now paid to the Parthian and Roman powers. 
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I now go back to some facts which took place in 
this period, but which were omitted, in order that 
I might not break the thread of the history, and 
now I shall but barely mention them. 

About the era in question, the Egyp- 
A.M.2448. tians settled themselves in clivers parts 
of the earth. The colony, which 
Cecrops led out of Egypt, built twelve cities, or 
rather as many towns oi which he composed the 
kingdom of Athens. 

Ave observed that the brother of Sesostris, called 
by the Greeks Danaus, had formed a design to mur¬ 
der him, on his return to E^ypt, after his conquest. 

But being defeated in his horrid pro- 
A.M.2530. ject, he was obliged to fly. He there¬ 
upon retired to Peloponnesus,where he 
seized upon the kingdom of Argos, which had been 
founded aboutfourhundredyearsbefore by Inaehus. 

Busntis, brother of Ameuophis, so 
A. M.2533. infamous among the ancients for his 
cruelties, exercised his tyranny at that 
time on the banks of the Nile; and barbardusly 
murdered all foreigners who landed in this country: 
thi 3 was probably during the absence of Sesostris. 

About the same time Cadmus 
A.M.2549. brought from Syria into Greece the 
invention of letters. Some pretend 
that these characters or letters were Egyptian, and 
that Cadmus himself was a native of Egypt, and 
not of Phoenicia; and the Egyptians, who ascribe 
to themselves the invention of every art, and boast 
a greater antiquity than any other nation, give to 
their Mercury the honor of inventing letters. 
Most of the learned agree, 1 that Cadmus carried 
the Phoenician or Syrian letters into Greece, and 
those letters were the same as the Hebraic; the 
Hebrews who formed but a small nation, being 
comprehended under the general name of Syrians. 
Joseph Scaliger, in his notes on the Chronicon of 
Eusebius, proves that the Greek letters, and those 
of the Latin alphabet formed from them, derive 
their original from the ancient Phoenician letters, 
which are the same with the Samaritan, and were 
used by the Jews before the Babylonish captivity. 
Cadmus carried only sixteen letters into Greece, 2 
eight others being added afterwards. 

I return to the history of the Egyptian kings, 
whom 1 shall hereafter rank in the same order as 
Herodotus has assigned to them. 

Pheron succeeded Sesostris in 
A. M. 2547. his kingdom, but not in his glory. 

Ant. J. C. 1457. Herodotus 3 relates but one ac¬ 
tion of his, which shows how 
greatly he had degenerated from the religious sen¬ 
timents of his father. In an extraordinary inun¬ 
dation of the Nile, which exceeded eighteen cu¬ 
bits, this prince, enraged at the wild havoc which 
was made by it, threw a javelin at the river, as if 
he intended thereby to cnastise its insolence; but 
was himself immediately punished for his impiety, if 
the historian may be credited, with the loss of sight. 

/Proteus. 5 He was of Mem- 
A. JYL-2800. phis, where, in Herodotus’s time, 
Ant. J. C. 1204. his iempl^-.wasrsstHl standing, in 
-» \vhioh'»Vas a chapel dedicated to 

, * The reader may consult, on this subject., two learned 
dissertations of Abbe Renandot, inserted in the second 
volume of the History of the Academy of Inscriptions. 

a The sixteen letters brought by Cadmus into Greece, 
aro «, 3, y, S, *, •, *, x, v, o, sr, p, or, t, v . Palamedes, at 
the siego of Troy, i. e. upwards of two hundred and fifty 
years lower than Cadmus,added the four following, ij,6 , $>, %, 
arid Simonides, a long time after, invented the four others, 
namely, a Herod. I. ii. c. 111. Diod. 1. i. p.54. 

« Herod. 1. ii. c. 112. 120. 

* I do not think myself obliged to enter here into a dis¬ 
cussion, which would be attended with very perplexing 
difficulties, should I pretend to reconcile the scries, or suc¬ 
cession of tlic kings, as given by Herodotus, with the opinion 
of archbishop Usher. This last supposes, with many other 
learned men, that Sesostris is the son of that Egyptian 
king who was drowned in the Red Sea, whoso reign must 
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Venus the stranger. It is conjectured that this 
Venus was Helen. For in the rei^n of this mon¬ 
arch, Paris-the Trojan, returning home with Hel¬ 
en, whom he had stolen, was driven by a §torm 
into one of the mouths of the Nile, called Cano¬ 
pic; and from thence was conducted to Proteus at 
Memphis, who reproached him in the strongest 
terms for his base perfidy and guilt, in stealing the 
wife of his host, and with her all the effects in his 
house. He added, that the only reason why he 
did not punish him with death (as his crime de¬ 
served) was, because the Egyptians were careful 
not to imbrue their hands in the blood of strangers: , 
that he would keep Helen, with all the riches that > 
were brought with her, in order to restore them to < 
their lawful owner: that as for himself (Paris,) he ) 
must either quit his dominions in three days or ex- ' 
pect to he treated as an enemy. The king’s order 1 
was obeyed. Paris continued his voyage, and ar¬ 
rived at Troy, whither he was closely pursued by I 
the Grecian army. The Greeks summoned the * * 
Trojans to surrender Helen, and with her all the 
treasures of which her husband had been plunder¬ 
ed. The Trojans answered, that neither Helen 
nor her treasures, were in the city. And indeed, 
was it at all likely, says Herodotus, that Priam, who 
was so wise an old prince, should choose to see his 
children and country destroyed before his eyes, 
rather than give the Greeks the just and reasona¬ 
ble satisfaction they desired? But it was to no pur¬ 
pose for them to affirm with an oath that Helen was 
not in their city; the Greeks being firmly persua¬ 
ded that they were trilled with, persisted obsti¬ 
nately in their unbelief: the deity, continues the 
same historian, being resolved that the Trojans, by 
the total destruction of their city and empire 
should teach the affrighted world this lesson: 6 
That great crimes are attended with as 

GREAT AND SIGNAL PUNISHMENTS FROM THE OF¬ 
FENDED GODS. Menelaus, on his return from 
Troy, called at the court of king Proteus, who re¬ 
stored him Helen, with all her treasure. Herodotus 
proves, from some passages in Homer, that the voy¬ 
age of Paris to Egypt was not unknown to this poet. 

Rhampsinitus. What is related by Herodotus 7 
concerning the treasury built by this kin«*, who 
was the richest of all his predecessors, and nis de¬ 
scent into hell, has so much the air of romance and 
fiction, as to deserve no mention here. 

Till the reign of this king, there had been some 
shadow, at least, of justice and moderation in 
Egypt; but in the two following reigns, violence 
and cruelty usurped their place. 

Cheops and Cephren. These two princes-, 3 
who were truly brothers by. t^he,similitude of their 
manners, seemed, to have vied with each other 
whicji fif.therff should distinguish himself most, by<t 
a barefaced irnpiety towards the gods, and a bar¬ 
barous inhumanity to men. Cheops reigned fifty 
years, and his brother Cephren fifty-six years after 
him. They kept the temples shut during the 
whole time of their long reigns; and forbid the of¬ 
fering of sacrifices under the severest penalties. 
On the other hand, they oppressed their subjects 
by employing them in the most grievous and use- 

consequently have begun in the year of the world 2513, and 
continued till the year 2547, since it lasted thirty-three 
years. Should we allow fifty years to the reign of Pheron 
his son, thcro would still he an interval of above two hun¬ 
dred years between Pherou and Proteus, who, according to 
Herodotus, was the immediate successor of the former; 
since Proteus lived at the time of the siege of Troy, which, 
according to Usher, was taken An. Mun. 2820.. I know not 
whether his almost total silence on the Egyptian kings af¬ 
ter SesosLris, was owing to his sense of this difficulty. I 
suppose a long interval to have occurred between Pheron 
and Proteus; accordingly Diodorus (lib. i. p. 54.) fills it up 
with a great many kings: and the same mu9t be said of 
some of the following kings. 

a ‘£2- tmv «£ ixnfjtxT'A'V [Aty»\cii euri xct* at 

rifiwemi Trxpx riov diwv. 1 Lib. ii. c. 121.123. 

a Herod. 1. ii. c. 124. 123. Diod. 1. i. p. 57. 
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less works; and sacrificed the lives of numberless 
multitudes of men, merely to gratify a senseless 
ambition of immortalizing their names by edifices 
of an enormous magnitude and a boundless expense. 
It is remarkable, that those stately p} ramids, which 
have so long been the admiration of the whole 
world, were the effect of the irreligion and merci¬ 
less cruelty of those princes. 

Mycerinus. He was the son of Cheops, 1 but of 
a character opposite to that of his father. So far 
from walking in his steps, he detested his conduct, 
and pursued quite different measures. He again 
opened the temples of the gods, restored the sacri¬ 
fices, did all that lay in his power to comfort his 
subjects, and make them forget their past miseries; 
and believed himself set over them for no other 
; purpose but to exercise justice, and to make them 
' taste all the blessings of an equitable and peaceful 
administration. He heard their complaints, dried 
their tears, alleviated their misery, and thought 
himself not so much the master as the father of 
his people. This procured him the love of them 
all. Egypt resounded with his praises, and his 
name commanded veneration in all places. 

One would naturally conclude, that no prudent 
and humane a conduct must have drawn down on 
Mycerinus the protection of the gods. But it 
happened far otherwise. His misfortunes began 
from the death of a darling and only daughter, in 
whom his whole felicity consisted. He ordered 
extraordinary honors to be paid to her memory, 
which were still continued in Herodotus’s time. 
This historian informs us, that in the city of Sais, 
exquisite odors were burnt, in the day-time, at the 
tomb of this princess; and that during the night a 
lamp was kept constantly burning. 

He was told by an oracle, that his reign would 
continue but seven years. And as he complained 
of this to the gods, and inquired the reason, why 
so long and prosperous a reign had been granted 
to his father and uncle, who were equally cruel 
and impious, whilst his own, which he had endeav¬ 
ored so carefully to render as equitable and mild 
as it was possible for him to do, should be so short 
and unhappy; he was answered, that these were 
the very causes of it, it being the will of the gods 
to oppress and afflict Egypt during the space of 
one hundred and fifty years, as a punishment for its 
crimes; and that his reign, which was to have been 
like those of the preceding monarchs, of fifty years’ 
continuance, was shortened on account of his too 
great lenity. Mycerinus likewise built a pyramid, 
but much inferior in dimensions to that of his father. 

Asychis. He enacted the law relating to loans, 5 
which forbade a son to borrow money, without giv¬ 
ing the dead body of his father by way of security 
for it. The law added, that in case the son took 
no care to redeem his father's body by restoring 
the loan, both himself and his children should be 
deprived for ever of the rites of sepulture. 

He valued himself for having surpassed all his 
predecessors, by the building a pyramid of brick, 
more magnificent, if this king was to be credited, 
than any hitherto seen. The following inscription, 
by its founder’s order, was engraved upon it: COM¬ 
PARE ME NOT WITH PYRAMIDS BUILT OF STONE: 
WHICH I AS MUCH EXCEL AS JU PETER DOES ALL 
THE OTHER GODS. 6 

If we suppose the six preceding reigns ^the exact 
duration of some of which is not fixed by Herodo¬ 
tus) to comprise one hundred and seventy years, 
there will remain an interval of near three hundred 
years to the reign of Sabachus the Ethiopian. In 
this interval I place a few circumstances related in 
Holy Scripture. 

* Herod. 1. ii. p. 130.140. Diod p. 53. a Herod. 1. ii. c. 136 

* The remainder of the inscription, as we find it in Hero¬ 

dotus, is—for. men plunging long poles down to the bottom 
of llte lake, drew bricks, (-a*vjcu? out of the mod 

which stuck to them, and ga»e me this form. J 


Pharaoh, king of Egypt, gave 
his daughter in man’iage«to Solo- A. M. 2991. 
mon king of Israel; 4 who receiv- Ant. J. C. 1013. 
ed her in that part of Jerusalem 
called the city ol David, till he had built her a palace 

Sesacii or Shisak, otherwise 
called Sesonchis. A. M. 3026. 

It was to him that Jeroboam Ant. J. C. 978. 
fleij, 5 to avoid the wrath of Solo¬ 
mon, who intended to kill him. He abode in Egypt 
till Solomon’s death, and then returned to Jerusa¬ 
lem, when, putting himself at the head of the reb¬ 
els, he won from Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, 
ten tribes, over whom he declared himself king. 

This Sesach, in the fifth year of 
the reign of Rehoboam, marched A. M. 3033. 
against Jerusalem, because the Ant. J. C. 971. 
Jews had transgressed against the 
Lord. He came with twelve hundred chariots of 
war and sixty thousand horse. 6 He had brought 
numberless multitudes of people, who were all 
Libyans, Troglodytes, and Ethiopian.s 7 lie made 
himself master of all the strongest cities of Judah, 
and advanced as far as Jerusalem. Then the king 
and the princes of Egypt having humbled them¬ 
selves, and implored the protection of the God of 
Israel; God told them, by his prophet Shemaiah, 
that, because they humbled themselves, he would 
not utterly destroy them as they had deserved; 
but that they should be the servants of Sesach: in 
order that they might know the difference of his 
service and the service of the kingdoms of the coun¬ 
try. 8 Sesach retired from Jerusalem, alter having 
plundered the treasures of the house of the Lord, 
and of the king’s house; he carried off"every tiling 
with him, and, even also the 300 shekels of gold 
which Solomon had made. 

Zeraii, king of Ethiopia, and 
doubtless of Egypt at the same A. M. 3083. 
time, made war upon Asa, king of Ant. J. C. 941. 
Judah. 9 10 His army consisted of a 
million of men, and three hundred chariots of war. 
Asa marched against him, and drawing up his army 
in order of battle, in full reliance oil the God whom 
he served: Lord, says he, it is nothing for thee to 
help, whether with many , Or with them that have 
no power. Help us, O Lord our God, for we rest 
on thee, and in thy name we go against this multi¬ 
tude; O Lord, thou art our God , let not man pre¬ 
vail against thee. A prayer offered up with such 
strong faith was heard. God struck the Ethiopians 
with terror; they fled, and all were irrevocably 
defeated, being destroyed before the Lord, and be¬ 
fore his host. 

Anysis. He was blind, 19 and under his reign 
Sabachus, king of Ethiopia,.being encouraged by 
an oracle, entered Egypt with a numerous army, 
and possessed himself of it. He reigned with great 
clemeucy and justice. Instead of putting to death 
such criminals as had been sentenced to die by the 
judges, he made them repair the causeys on which 
the respective cities to which they belonged were 
situated. He built several magnificent temples, and 
among the rest, oue in the city of Bubastus, of 
which Herodotus gives a long and elegant descrip¬ 
tion. After a reign of fifty years, which was the 
time appointed by the oracle, he retired voluntarily 
to his old kingdom of Ethiopia; and left the throne 
of Egypt to Anysis, who, during this time, had con¬ 
cealed himself in the fens. It is believed that this 
Sabachus was the same with SO, ^ 3279 

whose aid was implored by Hosea, ^5 

king of Israel, against Shalmaneser 
king of Assyria. 11 


* 1 Kings, iii. 1. * I Kings, xi. 40. and xii. 

6 2 Chron. xii. 1—9. 

1 The English version of the Bible says, The Lubims, the 

Sukkiims, and the Ethiopians. 

0 Or, of the kingdoms of the earth. » 2Chron. xiv.9—13, 

10 Herod, ii. cap. 137. Diod. 1. i. p.59. u 2 Kings, xvii. i. 
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SETHON. He reigned fourteen 

A. M. 3285. years. He is the same with Seve- 
Ant. J. C. 719. chus, the son of Sabacon or So the 
Ethiopian, who reigned so long 
over Egypt. This prince, so.far from discharging the 
functions of a king, was ambitious of those of npriest; 
causing himself to be consecrated high-priest of Vulcan. 
Abandoning himself entirely to superstition, he ne¬ 
glected to defend his kingdom by force of arms; pay¬ 
ing no regard to military men, from a firm persuasion 
that he should never have occasion for their assistance; 
he therefore was so far from endeavouring to gain their 
affections, that he deprived them of their privileges, 
and even dispossessed them of the revenues of such 
lands as his predecessors had given them. 

He was soon made sensible of their resentment in a 
war that broke out suddenly, and from which he de¬ 
livered himself solely by a miraculous protection, if 
Herodotus may be credited, who intermixes his account 
of tli is war with a great many fabulous particulars. Se- 
nacharib (so Herodotus calls this prince,) king of the 
Arabians and Assyrians, having entered Egypt with 
a numerous army, the Egyptian officers and soldiers 
refused to march against him. The high-priest of 
Vulcan, being thus reduced to the greatest extremity, 
had recourse to his god, who bid him not despond, but 
march courageously against the enemy with the few 
soldiers he could raise. Sethon obeyed. A small 
number of merchants, artificers, and others, who were 
the dregs of the populace, joined him ; and with this 
handful of men, he marched to Pelusium, where Sena- 
cherib had pitched his camp. The night following, a 
prodigious multitude of rats entered the camp of the 
Assyrians, and gnawing all their bowstrings, and the 
thongs of their shields, rendered them incapable of 
making the least defence. Being disarmed in this 
manner, they were obliged to fly ; and they retreated 
with the loss of great part of their forces. Sethon, 
when he returned home, ordered a statue of himself to 
be set up in the temple of Vulcan, holding in his right 
hand a rat, and these words to be inscribed thereon ; 
Let the man who beholds me learn to rev¬ 
erence THE GODS. 1 

It is very obvious that this story, as related here from 
Herodotus, is an alteration of that which is told in the 
Second Book of Kings. 2 We there see, that Senna¬ 
cherib king of the Assyrians, having subdued all the 
neighbouring nations, and made himself master of all 
the other cities of Judah, resolved to besiege Hezekiah 
in Jerusalem, his capital city. The ministers of this 
holy king, in spite of his opposition, and the remon¬ 
strances of the prophet Isaiah, who promised them, in 
God’s name, a sure and certain protection, provided 
they would trust in him only, sent secretly to tne Egyp¬ 
tians and Ethiopians for succour. Their armies being 
united, marched to the relief of Jerusalem at the time 
appointed, and were met and vanquished by the Assy¬ 
rians in a pitched battle. He pursued them into Egypt 
and entirely laid waste the country. At his return 
from thence, the very nighthefore he was to have given 
a general assault to Jerusalem, which then seemed lost 
to all hopes, the destroying angel made dreadful havoc 
in the camp of the Assyrians; destroyed a hundred 
fourscore and five thousand men by fire and sword; 
and proved evidently, that they had great reason to rely, 
as Hezekiah had done, on the promise of the God of 
Israel. 

This is the real fact. But as it was no ways honour¬ 
able to the Egyptians, they endeavoured to turn it to 
their own advantage, by disguising and corrupting the 
circumstances of it. Nevertheless, the footsteps of 
this history, though so much defaced, ought yet to be 
highly valued, as coming from an historian ot so great 
antiquity and authority as Herodotus. 

Tne prophet Isaiah had foretold, at several times, 
that this expedition of the Egyptians, which had been 
concerted, seemingly, with suen prudence, conducted 
with the greatest skill, and in which the forces of two 
powerful empires were united, in order to relieve the 
Jews, would not only be of no service to Jerusalem, 
but even destructive to Egypt itself, whose strongest 


citieswould be taken,it3 territories plundered, and its 
inhabitants of all ages and sexes led into captivity. 
See the 18th, 19th, 20th, 30th, 31st, &c. chapters of his 
prophecy. 

Archbishop Usher and Dean Prideaux suppose that 
it was at this period, that the ruin of the famous city 
No-Amon, 3 * spoken of by the prophet Nahum, 
happened. That prophet says, that she ivas carried 
away—that her young children were dashed inpieces at 
the top of all the streets —that the enemy cast lotsfor her 
honourable men, and that all her great men were bound 
in chains . 4 He observes, that ail these misfortunes 
befel that city, when Egypt and Ethiopia were her 
strength; which seems to referclearly enough to the 
time of which we are here speaking, when Tharaca 
and Sethon had united their forces. However, this 
opinion is not without some difficulties, and is contra¬ 
dicted by some learned men. It is sufficient for me, 
to have hinted to the reader. 

Till the reign of Sethon, 5 the Egyptian priests 
computed three hundred and forty-one generations of 
men ; which make eleven thousand three hundred 
and forty years; allowing three generations to a 
hundred years. They counted the like number of 

riestsand kings. The latter, whether gods or men, 

ad succeeded one another without interruption, under 
the name of Piromis, an Egyptian word signifying 
good and virtuous. The Egyptian priests showed 
Herodotus three hundred and forty-one wooden colos¬ 
sal statues of these Piromis, all ranged in order in a 
great hall. Such was the folly ot the Egyptians, to 
lose themselves as it were in a remote antiquity, to 
which no other people could dare to pretend. 

Tharaca. He it was who joined 
Sethon, with an Ethiopian army, to A. M. 3299. 
relieve Jerusalem. 6 After the death Ant. J. C. 705. 
of Sethon, who had sitten fourteen 
years on the throne, Tharaca ascended it,and reigned 
eighteen years. He was the last Ethiopian king who 
reigned in Egypt. 

After his cleath, the Egyptians, not being able to 
agree about the. succession, were two years in a state 
oT anarchy, during which there were great disorders 
and confusions among them. 

Twelve Kings. 

At last, twelve of the principal 
noblemen, conspiring together, seized A.M. 3319. 
upon the kingdom, and divided it Ant. J. C. 685. 
amongst themselves into as many 
parts. 7 It was agreed by them, that each should 
govern his own district with equal power and author¬ 
ity, and that no one should attempt to invade or seize 
the dominions of another. They thought it necessary 
to make this agreement, and to bind it with the most 
dreadful oaths, to elude the prediction of an oracle, 
which had foretold that he among them who should 
offer his libation to Vulcan out of a brazen bowl, 
should gain the sovereignty of Egypt. Theyreigned 
together fifteen years in the utmost harmony: and, to 
leave a famous monument of their concord to poster¬ 
ity, they jointly, and at a common expense, built the 
famous labyrinth, which was a pile of building con¬ 
sisting of twelve large palaces, with as many edifices 
under ground as appeared above it. I have spoken 
elsewhere of this labyrinth. 

One day, as the twelve kings were assisting at a 
solemn and periodical sacrifice offered in the temple of 
Vulcan, the priests having presented each of them a 
golden bowl for the libation, one was wanting ; when 
rsammetichus, 8 without any design, supplied the 


* The Vulgate calls that city Alexandria, to which the 

Hebrew gives the name of No*Amon: because Alexan¬ 

dria was afterwards built in the place where this stood. 
Dean Prideaux, after Bochart. thinks that it was Thebes, 
surnamed Diospolis. Indeed, the Egyptian Amon is the 
same with Jupiter. But Thebes is not the place where 
Alexandria was since built. Perhaps there was another 
city there, which was also called No-Amou. 

* Nahum, iii. 8. 10. 

5 Herod. 1 . ii. cap. 1*12. 

6 Afric. apud Synccl. p. 74. Diod. 1. i. p. 59. 

7 Herod. I. ii. cap. 147. 152. 

8 He was one of the twelve. 
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want of this bowl with his brazen helmet (for each 
wore one), and w ith it performed the ceremony of the 
libation. This accident struck the rest of the kings, 
and recalled to their memory the prediction ofthe ora¬ 
cle above-mentioned. They thought it therefore 
necessary to secure themselves from his attempts, and 
therefore, w r ith one consent, banished him into the 
fenny parts of Egypt. 

After Psammetichus had passed some years there, 
waiting a favourabl e opportunity to revenge himself for 
the affront which had heen put upon him, a courier 
brought him advice, that brazen men were landed in 
Egypt. These were Grecian soldiers, Carians and 
Ionians, who had been cast upon the coasts of Egypt 
by a storm ; and w'ere completely covered with htl- 
mets, cuirasses, and other arms ol brass. Psammeti¬ 
chus immediately called to mind the oracle, which had 
answered him, that he should be succoured by brazen 
men from the sea-coast. He did not doubt but the 

f irediction was now fulfilled. He therefore made a 
eague with these strangers; engagedthem with great 
promises to stay w r itb him; privately levied other for¬ 
ces ; and put these Greeks at their head ; w hen giv¬ 
ing battle to the eleven kings, be defeated them, and 
remained sole possessor of Egypt. 

PsAIUIVHSTICUS. As this prince 
A. M. 3334. owed his preservation to the Ionians 
Ant. J. C. 670. and Carians, 1 he settled them in 
Egypt (from which all foreigners 
hitherto had been excluded); and by assigning them 
sufficient lands and fixed revenues, he made them for- 
et their native county. By his order, Egyptian chil- 
ren w'ere put under their care to learn the Greek 
tongue ; ana on this occasion, and by this means, the 
Egy ptians began to have a correspondence with the 
Greeks ; and from that rera, the Egyptian history, 
which till then had been intermixed with pompous fa¬ 
bles, hy the artifice of the priests, begins, according to 
Herodotus, to speak with greater truth and certainty. 

As soon as Psammetichus was settled on the 
throne, he engaged in war against the king of Assy¬ 
ria, on the subject of the boundaries of the two em¬ 
pires. This war w'as of long continuance. Ever 
since Syria had been conquered by the Assyrians, 
Palestine, being the only country that separated the 
two kingdoms, was the subject of continual discord ; 
as afterwards it was between the Ptolemies and the 
Seleucidie. They were eternally contending for it, 
and it was alternately won by the stronger. Psam- 
metiebus, seeing himself the peaceable possessor of 
all Egypt, and having restored the ancient form of 
overnment, 2 thought it high time for him to look to 
is frontiers,and to secure them againstthe Assyrian, 
his neighbour, whose power increased daily. For 
this purpose he entered Palestine at the head of an 
army. 

Perhaps we are to refer to the beginning of this 
war, an incident related by Diodorus, 3 that tne Egyp¬ 
tians, provoked to see the Greeks posted on the right 
wing by the king himself, in preference to them, 
quitted the service, to the number of upwards of two 
hundred thousand men, and retired into Ethiopia, 
where they met with an advantageous settlement. 

Be this as it will, Psammetichus entered Palestine, 4 
where his career was stopped by Azotus, one of the 
principal cities of the country, which gave him so 
much trouble, that he was forced to besiege it twenty- 
nine years before he could take it. This is the long¬ 
est siege mentioned in ancient history. 

This w r as anciently one of the five capital cities of 
the Philistines. The Egvptianshaving seized it some- 
time before,had fortified it with such care, that it was 
their strongest bulwark on that side. Nor could Sen¬ 
nacherib enter Egypt, till he had first made himself 
master of tbis^city, which was taken by Tartan, one 
of his generals. 5 The Assyrians had possessed it 
hitherto ; and it was not till after the long siege just 
now mentioned, that the Egyptians recovered it. 


i Herod. 1. li. c. 153.151. 

9 This revolution happened a bent seven yeaT3 after the 

captivity of Manasseh kimr of Judah, 

a Lib. i. p. Cl. * Herod. 1. ii. c. 157. * Isa. xx. 1. 


In this period, 6 the Scythians, leaving the banks of 
the Palus Ma^otis, made an inroad into Media, de¬ 
feated Cyaxares the king of that country, and de¬ 
prived .him of all Upper Asia, of which they kept 
possession during twenty-eight years. They pushed 
their conquests in Syria, as far as to the frontiers of 
Egypt. But Psammetichus, marching out to meet 
them, prevailed so far, by his presents and entreaties, 
that they advanced no farther, and by that means de¬ 
livered nis kingdom from these dangerous enemies. 

Till his reign,? the Egyptians had imagined them¬ 
selves to be the most ancient nation upon earth. 
Psammetichus was desirous to prove this himself, and 
he employed a very extraordinary experiment for this 
purpose. He commanded (if we may credit the re¬ 
lation) tw r o children, newly born of poor parents, to 
be brought up (in the country) in a hovel, that w r as to 
be kept continually shut. They were committed to 
the care of a shepherd (others say, of nurses, whose 
tongues were cut out), who was to feed them w T itb the 
milk of goats; and who was commanded not to 
suffer any person to enter into this hut, nor himself to 
speak even a single word in the hearing of these chil¬ 
dren. At the expiration of two years, as the shepherd 
w as one day coming into the hut to feed these chil¬ 
dren, they both cried out, with hands extended towards 
their foster-lather, beccos,bcccos. The shepherd sur¬ 
prised tu hear a language that was quite new to him, 
but which they repeated frequently afterwards, sent 
advice of this to the king, who ordered the childrento 
be brought before him, in order that he himself might 
be a witness to the truth of what was told him ; and 
accordingly both of them began, in his presence, to 
stammer out the sounds above-mentioned. Nothing 
now was wanting, but to ascertain what nation it was 
that used thisword; anditw'as found,thatthe Phrygi- 
ans called bread by thisname. From this time they were 
allowed the honour of antiquity, or rather of priority, 
which the Egyptians themselves, notwithstanding 
their jealousy of it, and the many ages they had 
possessed this glory, were obliged to resign to them. 
As goats w'ere brought to these children, in order that 
they might feed upon their milk, and historians do not 
say that they were deaf; some are of opinion that 
they might have learnt the word bee , or beccos, by 
mimicking the cry of those creatures. 

Psammetichus died in the 24th year of Josias kiDg 
of Judah, and was succeeded by his son Nechao. 

Nechao. 8 This prince is often * ** »» 3388 
mentioned in Scripture under the A * T r ' a 
name of Pbaraoh-Necho. 

He attempted to join the Nile to the Red Sea, by 
cutting a canal from’one to the other. The distance 
which separates them is at least a thousand stadia. 9 
After a hundred and twenty thousand workmen had 
lost their lives in this attempt, Nechao was obliged to 
desist; the oracle which had been consulted by him 
having answ ered, that this new canal would open a 
passage to the Barbarians (for so the Egyptians called 
all other nations) to invade Egypt. 

Nechao w r as more successful m another enterprise. 19 
Skilful Phoenician mariners, whom he had taken into 
his service, having sailed from the Red Sea in order to 
discover the coasts of Africa, went successfully round 
it ; and the third year after their setting out, returned 
to Egypt through the Straits of Gibraltar. This was 
a very extraordinary voyage, in an age when the 
compass was not known. It w r as made twenty-one 
centuries before Vasco de Gama, a Portuguese (by* 
discovering the Cape of Good Hope, in the year 
1497), found out the very same way to sail to the In¬ 
dies, by which these Phoenicians had come from thence 
into the Mediterranean. 

The Babylonians and Medes 11 having destroyed 


* Herod. I. i. c. 105. 

** Herod. 1. ii. c. 2, 3. 8 Herod. ]. ii. c. 153. 

8 Allowing C25 feet (or 125 geometrical paces) to eaeh 
stadium, the distance will be 119 English miles and a little 
above one third of a mile. Herodotus say?, that this de¬ 
sign was afterwards put in execution by Darius the Persian. 
C. ii. c. 153. 10 la-rod. 1. iv. e. 42. 

*i Joseph. Antiq. 1. x. c. 6. 2 Kings, xxiii, 29, 30. 2 
Chron. xxxv. 20—25. • 
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Nineveh, and with it the empire of the Assyrians, 
were thereby become so formidable, that they drew 
upon themselves the jealousy of all their neighbours. 
Nechao, alarmed at the danger, advanced to the Eu¬ 
phrates, at the head jf a powerful army, in order to 
check their progress. Josiah, king of Judah, so fa¬ 
mous for his uncommon piety, observing that he took 
his route through Judea, resolved to oppose his pas¬ 
sage. With this view, he raised all the forces of his 
kingdom and posted himself in the valley of Megid- 
do (a city on this side Jordan, belonging to the tribe 
of Manasseh, and called Magdolus by Herodotus.) 
Necbao informed him by a herald, that his enterprise 
was not designed against him; that he had other ene¬ 
mies in view; and that he had undertaken this war 
in the name of God, who was with him; that for this 
reason he advised Josiah not to concern himself with 
this war, for fear lest it otherwise should turn to his 
disadvantage. However, Josiah was not moved by 
these reasons : he was sensible that the bare inarch of 
so powerful an army through Judea would entirely ruin 
it. And besides, he feared that the victor, after the de¬ 
feat of the Babylonians, would fall upon him, and dis¬ 
possess him of part of his dominions. He therefore 
marched to engage Nechao ; and was not only over¬ 
thrown by him, but unfortunately received a wound, 
of which he died at Jerusalem, whither he had order¬ 
ed himself to be carried. 

Nechao, animated by this victory, continued his 
march, and advanced towards the Euphrates. He 
defeated the Babylonians ; took Carchemish, a large 
city in that country; and securing to himself the posses¬ 
sion of it by a strong g*arrison, returned to his own king¬ 
dom, after having been absent from it three months. 

Being informed in his march homeward, that Jehoa- 
haz had caused himself to be proclaimed king of Jeru¬ 
salem, without first asking his consent, he commanded 
him to meet him at Riblan in Syria. 1 The unhappy 
prince was no sooner arrived there, than he was put in 
chains by Nachao’s order, and sent prisoner to Egypt, 
where he died. From thence pursuing his march ne 
came to Jerusalem, where he placed Eliakim (called 
by him Jehoiakim), another of Josiah’s sons, upon the 
throne, in the room of his brother ; and imposed an 
annual tribute on the land, of a hundred talents of 
silver and one talent of gold. 2 This being done he 
returned in triumph to Egypt. 

Herodotus, 3 mentioning this kind’s expedition and 
the victory gained hy him at Magdolus 4 (as he calls 
it,) says that he afterwards took the city Cadytis, 
which he represents as situated in the mountains of 
Palestine, and equal in extent to Sardis, the capital at 
that time not only of Lydia, but of all Asia Minor : 
this description can suit only Jerusalem, which was 
situated in the manner above described, and was then 
the only city in those parts that could be compared to 
Sardis. It appears beside from Scripture, that Nechao, 
after his victory, made himself master of this capital 
of Judea ; for he was there in person, when he gave 
the crown to Jehoakim. The very name Cadytis, which 
in Hebrew signifies the Holy, clearly denotes the 
city of Jerusalem, as is proved by the learned Dean 
Pndeaux. 5 


* 2 Kings xxii. 33. 35. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 3. 3, 4. 

4 Tho Hebrew Bilver talent, according to Dr. Cumber¬ 
land, is equivalent to 353Z. 11s. 10£d. so 
that 100 talents, English money, make 

the gold talent, according to the same 


35,359Z. 7 6d. 
5075 15 7i 


The amount of the whole tribute. 40,435 3 3£ 

* Lib. ii. c. 150. * Megiddo. 

* From the time that Solomon, by means of his temple, 
had made Jerusalem the common place of worship to all 

Israel, it was distinguished from the rest of the cities by 
the epithet Holy, and in the Old Testament was called Air 
Hakkodesh. i. e. the city of holiness, or the holy city. It 
bore this title upon the coins, and the shekel was inscribed 
Jerusalem Kedusha, i. e. Jerusalem the holy. At length 

Jerusalem, fur brevity’s sake was omitted, and only Ke¬ 

dusha reserved. The Syriac being the prevailing language, 

in Herodotus's time, Kedusha, by a change in that dialect 

of sh into th, was made Kcduthi; and Herodotus giving it 

a Greek termination, it was writ KiS'unf.or Cadytis. Pri- 

deaux's Connexion of the Old and New Testament , vol. i. 

part i. p. 80, 81. 8vo. edit. 


Nabopolasser, king of Babylon, 
observing that, since the taking of A. M. 3397. 
Carchemish by Nechao, all Syria and Ant. J. C. 607. 
Palestine had shaken off their alle- 
gianceto him; and thathisycars and infirmities would 
not permit him to march against the rebels in person, 
he therefore associated his son Nabuchodonosor, or 
Nebuchadnezzar, with him in the empire, and sent him 
at the head of an army into those countries. This 
young prince vanquished the army of Nechao near the 
river Euphrates, recovered Carchemish and reduced 
the revolted provinces to their allegiance, as Jeremiah 6 
had foretold. Tims he dispossessed the Egyptians 
of all that belonged to them, ? from the little river 6 * of 
Egypt 9 to the Euphrates, which comprehended all 
Syria and Palestine. 

Nechao dying after he had reigned sixteen years, 
left the kingdom to his son. 

Psammis. His reign was but of 
six years’ duration; 10 and history A. M. 3404. 
has left us nothing memorable con- Ant. J. C. 600. 
cerning him except that he made an 
expedition into Ethiopia. 

It was to this prince that the Eleans sent a splendid 
embassy, after having instituted the Olympic games. 
They had established all the regulations, and arranged 
every circumstance relating to them, with such care, 
that in their opinion, nothing seemed wanting to their 
perfection, and envy itself could not find any fault with 
them. However they did not desire so much to have 
the opinion, as to gain the approbation, of the Egyp¬ 
tians, 11 who were looked upon as the wisest and most 
judicious people in the world. Accordingly the king 
assembled the sages of his nation. After every thing 
had been heard which could be said in favour of this 
institution, the Eleans were asked, whether citizens 
and foreigners were admitted indifferently to these 
games ; to which answer was made, that they were 
open to every one. To this the Egyptians replied, 
that the rules of justice would have been more strictly 
observed, had foreigners only been admitted to these 
combats ; because it was very difficult for the judges 
in their award of the victory and the prize, not to be 
prejudiced in favour of their fellow-citizens. 

Apries. In Scripture 12 he is called 
Pharaoh-Hophra. He succeeded A. M. 3410. 
his father Psammis, and reigned Ant. J. C. 594. 
twenty-five years. 

During the first year of hri reign, 13 * he was as fortu¬ 
nate as any of his predecessors. He turned his arms 
against the island of Cyprus ; he besieged the city of 
Sidon by sea and land ; took it, and made himself 
master of all Phoenicia and Palestine. 

So rapid a success elated his heart to a prodigious 
degree, and as Herodotus informs us, swelled him with 
so much pride and infatuation, that he boasted, it was 
not in the power of the gods themselves to dethrone 
him ; so great was the idea he had formed to himself 
of the firm establishment of his own power. It was 
with a view to these arrogant notions, that Ezekiel put 
the vain and impious words following into his mouth: 
My river is my own, and I have made ii for myselfM 
But the true God proved to him afterwards that he had 
a master, and that he was a mere man ; and he had 
threatened him long before, hy his prophets, with all 
the calamities he was resolved to bring upoa him in 
order to punish him for his pride. 

Shortly after Hophra had ascended the throne, 
Zekebiah king of Judah sent an embassy, 15 and con¬ 
cluded an alliance with him; and the year following, 
breaking the oath of fidelity which he had taken 


• Jer xlvi. 2. ■» 2 Kings, xxiv. 7, 

s This little river of Egypt, so often mentiuned la 
Scripture, as the boundary of Palestine towards Egypt, 
was not the Nile, but a small river, which, running through 
the desert that lay betwixt those two nations, was an¬ 
ciently the common boundary of both. So far the land 
which had been promised to the posterity of Abraham, 
and divided among them by lot, extended. Gen. xv. 18. 
Josh. xv. 4. 9 A rivo iEgypti. 

to Herod. 1. ii. c. 100. »» C. lfO. n Jer. xliv. 30. 

is Herod. 1. ii. c. 161. Died. 1. i. p. 62. 

i* Ezek. xxix. 3. 16 Chap. xvii. 15. 
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to the king of Babylon, he rebelled openly against 
him. 

Notwithstanding God had so often forbidden his 
people to have recourse to the Egyptians, or to put any 
confidence in that people ; notwithstanding the re¬ 
peated calamities which had ensued upon the various 
attempts which they had made to procure assistance 
from them ; they still thought this nation their most 
sure refuge in danger, and accordingly could not for¬ 
bear applying to it. This they had already done in 
the reign of the holy king Hezekiah ; which gave 
occasion to God’s message to his people by the mouth 
of his prophet Isaiah ; J IVo to them, that go down to 
Egypt for help, andstay onhorsesand trustin chariots, 
becuuse they are many; but they look not unto the Holy 
One of Israel, neither seek the Lord . The Egyptians 
are men, and not God: and their horses flesh, not spirit: 
when the Lord shall stretch out his hand, both he that 
helpeth shall fall, and he that isholpen shallfall down, 
and they shall fail together. But neither the prophet 
nor the king was heard ; and nothing but the most 
fatal experience could open their eyes, and make them 
see evidently the truth of God’s threatenings. 

The Jews behaved in the very same manner on this 
occasion. Zedekiah, notwithstanding all the remon¬ 
strances of Jeremiah to the contrary, resolved to con¬ 
clude an alliance with the Egyptian monarch ; who, 
puffed up with the success of nis arms, and confident 
that nothing could resist his power, declared himself 
the protector of Israel, and promised to deliver it from 
the tyranny of Nabuchodonosor. But God, ofi'ended 
that a mortal had dared to intrude himself into his 
place, thus declared himself to another prophet; Son 
of man, set thy face against Pharaoh king of Egypt,and 
prophesy against him, and against allEgypt. Speak and 
say, Thus saith the Lord God; Behold, I am against 
thee, Pharaoh king (fEgypt, the great dragon that lieih 
in the midst of his rivers, which hath said, J\Iy river 
is mine own, and I have made it for myself But I will 
put hooks in thy jaws, 2 &c. God, after comparing 
him to a reed, which breaks under the man who leans 
upon it, and wounds his hand, adds, Behold, I will 
bring a sword upon thee, and cut off man and beast out 
if thee: the land of Egypt shall be desolate, and they 
shall knmv that lam the Lord; because he hath said, 
The river is mine and I have made it. 3 The same 
prophet in several succeeding chapters, 4 continues to 
foretell the calamities with which Egypt was going to 
be overwhelmed. 

Zedekiah was far from giving credit to these pre¬ 
dictions. When he heaid of the approach of the 
Egyptian army, and saw Nabuchodonosor raise the 
siege of Jerusalem, he fancied that his deliverance was 
completed, and anticipated a triumph. His joy, how¬ 
ever, was but of short duration ; for the Egyptians 
seeing the Chaldeans advancing, did not dare to en¬ 
counter so numerous and well disciplined an army. 

They therefore marched back into 
A. M. 3416. their own country and left the un- 
Ant. J. C 588. fortunate Zedekiah exposed to all 
the dangers of a war, 5 in which they 
themselves had involved him. Nabuchodonosor again 
sat down before Jerusalem ; took and burnt it, as 
Jeremiah had prophesied. 

Many years after, 6 the chastise- 
A. M. 3430. ments with which God threatened 
Ant. J. C. 574. A pries (Pharaoh-Hophra) began to 
fall upon him. For the Cyreneans.a 
Greek colony, which had settled in Africa, between 
Libya and Egypt, having seized upon and divided 
among themselves a great part of the country belong¬ 
ing to the Libyans, forced these nations, who were 
thus dispossessed by violence, to throw themselves 
into the arms of this prince and implore his protection. 
Immediately Apries sent a mighty army into Libya, to 
oppose the Cyrenian9 ; but this army being defeated 
ana almost cut to pieces, the Egyptians imagined that 
Apries had sent it into Libya, oniy to get it destroyed; 


1 Chap, xxxi. 1.3. a Chap. xxix. 2—4. 

a Chap. xxix.. 8, 9. « Ezek. xxix, xxx, xxxi : xxxii. 

a Jer. xxxvii. 

s Herod. 1. ii. c. 3G1. &c. Diod. 1. i. p. G2. 


and by that means to attain the power of governing 
his subjects without check or control. This reflection 
prompted the Egyptians to shake off the yoke of a 
prince whom they now considered as their enemy. 
But Apries, hearing of the rebellion, despatched Ama- 
sis one of his officers, to suppress it, and force the 
rebels to return to their allegiance. But the moment 
Amasis began to address them, they placed a helmet 
upon his head, in token of the exalted dignity to which 
they intended to raise him, and proclaimed him 
king. Amasis having accepted the crown, stayed 
with the mutineers and confirmed them in their re¬ 
bellion. 

Apiies, more exasperated than ever at this news, 
sent Patarbemis, another of his great officers, and one 
ofthe principal lords ofhis court, to put Amasis under 
an arrest and bring him before him ; but Patarbemis 
not being able to carry off Amasis from the midst of 
the rebel army, by which he was surrounded, was 
treated by Apries at his return, in the most ignomin¬ 
ious and inhuman manner; for his nose and ears were 
cut off by the command of that prince, who never consi¬ 
dered that only his want of power had prevented his 
executing his commission. So barbarous an outrage, 
committed upon a person of such high distinction, 
exasperated the Egyptians so much, that the greatest 
part of them joined the rebels, and the insurrection 
became general. Apries was now forced to retire into 
Upper Egypt, where he supported himself some years, 
during* * which Amasis made himself master of the rest 
ofhis dominions. 

The troubles which thus distracted Egypt, afforded 
Nabuchodonosor a favourable opportunity to invade 
that kingdom; and it was God himself who inspired him 
with the resolution. This prince who was the instru¬ 
ment of God’s wrath (though he did not know himself 
to be so) against a people whom he was resolved to 
chastise, had just before taken Tyre, where himself 
and his army had laboured under incredible difficulties. 
To recompense their toils, God abandoned Egypt to 
their arms. It is wonderful to hear the Creator him¬ 
self revealing his designs on this subject. There are 
few passages in Scripture more remarkable than this 
or which give a clearer idea of the supreme authority 
which God exercises over all the princes and king¬ 
doms of the earth: Son of man (says the Almighty to 
his prophet Ezekiel,ty Nebuchadnezzar,king tf Baby¬ 
lon, caused his army to serve a great service against 
Tyrus; every head was made bald, and every shoulder 
teas peeled : 8 yet had he no wages, nor his army,for the 
service he had served against it . 9 Therefore thus saith 
the Lord God: Behold I will give the land ofEgypt un¬ 
to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, and he shall take 
her multitude, and take her spoil, and take her prey, and 
it shall be the wagesfor his army. I have given him the 
land of Egypt for his labour , wherewith he served 
against it, because they wroughtfor me, saith the Lord 
God. Says another prophet: 10 /fr shall array himself 
with the land <f Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on his 
garment, and he shall go forth from thence in peace. 
Thus shall he load himself with booty, and thus cover 
his own shoulders and those ofhis fold, with all the 
spoils of Egypt. Noble expressions! which show the 
ease with which all the power and riches of a king¬ 
dom are carried away, when God appoints the revolu¬ 
tion; and shift, like a garment, to a new owner, who 
has no more to do but to take it, and clothe himself 
with it. 


i Chap. xxix. 18—20. 

* The baldness of the heads of the Babylonians was ow¬ 
ing to the pressure of their helmets; and their peeled shoulders 
to their carrying baskets of earth and large pieces of timber 
to join Tyre to the continent. Baldness was itself a badge 
of slavery; and joined to the peeled shoulders, shows that 
the conqueror’s army sustained even the most servile labours 
in this memorable siege. 

» For the better understanding of this passage, we are 
to know that Nabuchodonosor sustained incredible hard¬ 
ships at the siege of Tyre ; and that, when the Tyrians saw 
themselves closely attacked, the nobles conveyed themselves 
and their richest effects on ship board, and retired into other 
islands. So that when Nabuchodonosor took the city, ho 
found nothing to recompense the toil which he had under¬ 
gone in this siege. S.Jerom. 10 Jer. xliii. 12. 
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The king of Bab} Ion, taking advantage therefore 
of the intestine divisions which the rebellions of Am- 
asis had occasioned in that kingdom, marched thither 
at the head of his army. He subdued Egypt from 
Migdol, or Magdol, a town on the frontiers of the 
kingdom, as far as Syene, in the opposite extremity, 
where it borders on Ethiopia. He made a horrible de¬ 
vastation wherever he came, killed a great number of 
the inhabitants, and made such dreadful havoc in the 
country, that the damage could not be repaired in forty 
years. Nabuchodonosor, having loaded his army with 
spoils and conquered the whole kingdom, came to an 
accommodation with Amasis ; and leaving him as bis 
viceroy there, returned to Babylon. 

Apries (Pharaoh-Hophra) now leaving the place 
where he had concealed himself, advanced towards 
the sea coast (probably on the side of Libya); 1 and 
hiring an army ofCarians, Ionians, and other foreign¬ 
ers, he marched against Amasis, to whom he gave 
battle near Memphis; but being overcome, Apries 
was taken prisoner, carried to the city of Sais, and 
there strangled in his own palace. 

The Almighty had given by the mouth of his pro¬ 
phets, an astonishing relation of the several circum¬ 
stances of this mighty event. It was He who had bro¬ 
ken the power of Apries, which was once so formidable, 
and put the sword into the hand of Nabuchodonosor, 
in order that he might chastise and humble that 
haughty prince. lam, said he, 2 against Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and will break his arms, which were strong , 
but now are broken; and Itoill cause the sword tofall 
out of his hand.—Wut I will strengthen the arms of 
the king of Babylon, and put my sword into his hand. 
A And they shall know that lam the Lord. 

He enumerates the towns which were to fall a prey 
to the victors: 5 Pathros, Zoan, No, (called in the 
Vulgate Alexandria), Sin, Aven, Pibeseth, «S:c. 6 

He takes notice particularly of the unhappy end of 
the king, who was to be delivered up to his enemies. 
Thus saith the Lord: Behold, I will give Pharaoh - 
Hophra, the king of Egypt, into the hand of his ene¬ 
mies, and into the hand of them that seek his l?feJ 

Lastly he declares, that during forty years the Egyp¬ 
tians shall be oppressed with every species of calami¬ 
ty, and be reduced to so deplorable a A state, That there 
shall be no more a prince of the land of Egypt. 8 The 
event verified this prophecy, which was gradually ac¬ 
complished. Soon after the expiration of these forty 
years, Egypt was made a province of the Persian em¬ 
pire, to which its kings though natives of the country, 
were tributary ; and thus the accomplishment of the 
prediction began. It was completely fulfilled on the 
death of Nectanebus the last king of Egyptian ex¬ 
traction, A. M. 3654. Since that time Egypt has 
constantly been governed by foreigners. For since 
the ruin of the Persian monarchy, it has been subject 
successively to the Macedonians, the Romans, the 
Saracens, the Mamelukes, and lastly to the Turks, 
who possess it to this day. 

God W'as not less punctual in the accomplishment 
of his prophecies, with regard to such of his own 
people as had retired, contrary to his prohibition, into 
Egypt, after the taking of Jerusalem, and had forced 
Jeremiah along with them. 9 The instant they had 
reached Egypt, and were arrived at Tahpanhes (or 
Tanis), the Prophet after having hid in their presence 
(by God’s command) stones in a grotto, which was 
near the king’s palace, declared to them, that Nabu¬ 
chodonosor should soon arrive in Egypt, and that God 
would establish his throne in that very place; that this 
prince would lay waste the whole kingdom, and carry 
fire and sword into all places; that themselves should 
fall into the hand of these cruel enemies, when one 


i Herod. 1. ii. e. 163. 169. Diod. 1. i. p. 62. 

* Ezek. xxx. 22. 8 Ver. 24. 

4 Ver. 25. 5 Ver. 14—17. 

6 The names of these towns are given as they stand in 
our English version. In the margin are printed against 
Zoan,Tanis; ogainst Sin. Pelusium; against Avon, Helio- 
poli; against Pibeseth, Pubasium; and by these last names 
they are mentioned in the original French of M. Rollin. 

t Jer. xliv. 30. 8 Ezek. xxx. 13. 

• Jer. xliii, xliv. 


part of them would be massacred, and the rest led 
captive to Babylon; that only a very small number 
should escape the common desolation, and be at last 
restored to their country. All these prophecies had 
their accomplishment in the appointed time. 

Amasis. After the death of 
Apries, Amasis became peaceable A. M. 3435. 
possessor of Egypt, and reigned Ant. J. C. 569. 
over it forty years. He was, ac¬ 
cording to Plato, 10 a native of the city of Sais. 

As he was but of mean extraction, 11 he met with no 
respect in the beginning of his reign, but was only 
contemned by his subjects : he was not insensible of 
this; but nevertheless thought it his interest to subdue 
their tempers by management and address, and win 
their affections by gentleness and reason. He had a 
golden cistern, in which himself and those persons 
who were admitted to his table, used to wash their 
feet; he melted it down, and bad it cast into a statue, 
and then exposed the new god to public worship. 
The people hasted in crowds to pay their adoration to 
the statue. The king having assembled the people, 
informed them of the vile uses to which this statue had 
once been put, which nevertheless was now the object 
of their religious prostrations ; the application was 
easy, and had the desired success; the people thence¬ 
forward paid the king all the respect that is due to 
majesty. 

He always used to devote the whole morning to 
public business, 1 - to receive petitions, give audience, 
pronounce sentence, and hold his councils; the rest 
of the day was given to pleasure: and as Amasis, in 
hours of diversion, was extremely gay, and seemed to 
carry his mirth beyond due bounds, his courtiers took 
the liberty to represent to him the unsuitableness of 
such a behaviour; when he answered, that it was as im¬ 
possible for the mind to be always serious and intent 
upon business as for a bow to continue always bent. 

It was this king who obliged the inhabitants of eve¬ 
ry town to enter their names in a book, kept by the 
magistrate for that purpose, with their profession, and 
manner of living, Solon inserted this custom among 
his laws. 

He built many magnificent temples, especially at 
Sais, the place of his birth. Herodotus admired espe¬ 
cially a chapel there, formed of one single stone, 
which was twenty cubits 13 in front, fourteen in depth* 
and eight in height; its dimensions within were not 
quite so large: it had beenbrought from Elephantina; 
and two thousand men had employed three years in 
conveying it along the Nile. 

Amasis had a great esteem for the Greeks. He 
granted them large privileges; and permitted such of 
them as were desirous of settling in Egypt to live in 
the city of Naucratis, so famous for its harbour. 
When the rebuilding of the temple of Delphi, which 
had been burnt, was debated on, and the expense was 
computed at three hundred talents, 14 Amasis furnished 
the Belphians with a very considerable sum towards 
discharging their quota, which was the fourth part of 
the whole charge. 

He made an alliance with the Cyrenians, and mar¬ 
ried a wife from among them. 

He is the only king of Egypt who conquered the 
island of Cyprus, and made it tributary. 

Under his reign Pythagoras came into Egypt, being 
recommended to that monarch by the famous Poly¬ 
crates, tyrant of Samos, who had contracted a friend¬ 
ship with Amasis, and will be mentioned hereafter 
Pythagoras, during his stay in Egypt, was initiated in 
all the mysteries of the country; and instructed by 
the priests in whatever was most abstruse and im 
portant in their religion. It was here he imbibed h?/ 
doctrine of the Metempsychosis, or transmigration of 
souls. 

In the expedition in which Cyrus conquered so 
great a part of the world, Egypt ‘doubtless was sub¬ 
dued, like the rest of the provinces; and Xenophon 
positively declares this in the beginning of his Cyropae- 


i° In Tim. u llerod. 1. ii. e. 172. Id. 1. ii. c. 73. 

is The cubit is one foot and almost ten inches. Vide 
supra. 14 Or, 58,1251, sterling. 
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dia, or institution of that prince. 1 Probably, after 
that the forty years of desolation, which had been 
foretold by the prophet, were expired, Egypt begin¬ 
ning gradually to regain in strength, Amasis shook off 
the yoke, and recovered his liberty. 

Accordingly, we find, that one of the first cares of 
Cambyses, the son of Cyrus, after he had ascended 
the throne, was to carry his arms into Egypt. On his 
arrival there, Amasis was just dead, anS succeeded 
by his son Psammenitus. 

Psammenitus. Cambyses, after 

A. M. 3479. having gained a battle, pursued the 
Ant. J. C. 525. enemy to Memphis; besieged the 
city, and soon took it: however, 

i ’Esrjjp$£ Je x*» 'EXXijvwv cu th ’A<rct, xxra/3»s Si tvi 

GxKxttxv, xxi Kvjrp/wv xx l Aiyu;rT»wv, p. 5. edit. Hut- 

chiofioni. 


he treated the king with clemency, granted him his 
life, and assigned him an honorable pension; bnt 
being infonned that he was secretly concerting 
measures to re-ascend his throne, he put him to 
death. Psammenitus reigned but six months: all 
Egypt submitted immediately to the victor. The 

P articulars of this history will be related more at 
irge, when I come to that of Cambyses. 

Here ends the succession of the Egyptian kings. 
From this asra the history .of this nation, as was be¬ 
fore observed, will be blended with that of the Per¬ 
sians and Greeks, till the death of Alexander. At 
that period, a new monarchy will arise in Egypt, 
founded by Ptolemy the son of Lagus, which wil’ 
continue to Cleopatra, that is, for about three hundred 
years. I shall treat each of these subjects, in the 
several periods to which they belong. 


THE 

HISTORY OF THE CARTHAGINIANS. 


BOOK II. 


I shall divide the following history of the Carthaginians into 
two parts. In the first, I shall give a general idea of the 
f manners of that people, their character, government, reli¬ 
gion, power, and riches. In the second, after relating in 
f few words, by what steps Carthage established and en- 
f larged its power, I shall give an account of the wars by 
i which it became so famous. 


PART I. 

CHARACTER, MANNERS, RELIGION, AND GOV- 
ERNMENT OF THE CARTHAGINIANS. 


SECTION I. CARTHAGE FORMED AFTER THE 

MODEL OF TYRE, OF WHICH THAT CITY WAS A 

COLONY. 

The Carthaginians were indebted to the Tyrians, 
not only for their origin, but for their manners, lan¬ 
guage, customs, laws, religion, and their great appli¬ 
cation to commerce, as will appear from every part of 
the sequel. They spoke the same language with the 
Tyrians, and these the same with the Canaanites and 
Israelites; that is, the Hebrew tongue, or at least a 
language, which was entirely derived from it. Their 
names had commonly some particular meaning: 
Thus Ha ?i/io signified gracious, bountiful; Dido, ami - 
able , or well-beloved; Sophonisba, one tvho keeps 
faithfully her husband's secrets. 1 From a spirit of 
religion, they likewise joined the name of God to 
their own, conformably to the genius of the Hebrews. 
Hannibal, which answers to Ilananias, signifies Baal 
[or the Lord'] has been gracious to me. Asdrubal, 
answering to Azanas, implies, the Lord will be our 
succour. It is the same with other names, Adherbal, 
Maharbal, Mastanabal, &c. The word Poeni, from 
which Punic is derived, is the same with Phoeni, or 


Phoenicians, because they came originally frof>> Phoe¬ 
nicia. In the Pocnulus of Plautus is a scene written 
in the Punic tongue, which has very much exercised 
the learned. 2 

But the strict union which always subsisted be¬ 
tween the Phoenicians and Carthaginians, is still more 
remarkable. When Cambyses had resolved to make 
war upon the latter, the Phoenicians, who formed the 
chief strength of his fleet, told him plainly, that they 
could not serve him against their countrymen; 3 and 
this declaration obliged that prince to lay aside his 
design. The Carthaginians, on their side, were never 
forgetful of the country from whence they came, and 
to which they owed their origin. They sent regu¬ 
larly every year to Tyre, 4 a ship freighted with pre¬ 
sents, as a quit-rent or acknowledgment paid to their 
ancient country; and an annual sacrifice was offered 
to the tutelar gods of Tyre by the Carthaginians, 
who considered them as their protectors likewise. 
They never failed to send thither the first fruits of 
their revenues; nor the tithe of the spoils taken from 
their enemies, as offerings to Hercules, one of the 
principal gods of Tyre and Carthage. The Tyrians, 
to secure from Alexander (who was then besieging 
their city) what thej'- valued above all things, I mean, 
their wives aad children, sent them to Carthage; 
where, though at a time when the inhabitants of the 
latter were involved in a furious war, they were re¬ 
ceived and entertained with such a kindness and gen¬ 
erosity as might be expected from the most tender 
and opulent parents. Such uninterrupted testimonies 
of a warm and sincere gratitude, do a nation more 
honour, than the greatest conquests and the most 
glorious victories. 


a The first scene of the fifth act, translated into Latin by 
Petit, in the second book of his Miscellanies. 

* Ilerod. t. iii. c. 17—19. 

< Polyb. 944. Q. Curt. 1. iv. c. 2, 3. 


1 Bocbart, part ii. 1. ii. c. 16. 
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SECTION II. TICE RELIGION OF THE CARTHAGI¬ 
NIANS. 

It appears from several passages of the history of 
Carthage, that its generals looked upon it as an indis¬ 
pensable duty, to begin and end all their enterprises 
w’ith the worship of the gods. Hamilcar, 1 father of 
the great Hannibal, before he entered Spain in a hos¬ 
tile manner, offered up a sacrifice to the gods; and his 
son, treading in his steps, before he left Spain, and 
marched against Rome, went as far as Cadiz in order 
to pay the vows which he had made to Hercules, and 
to offer up new ones, in case that god should be pro¬ 
pitious to him. After the battle of Cannae, 2 when he 
acquainted the Carthaginians with the joyful news, he 
recommended to them above all things, the offering 
up a solemn thanksgiving to the immortal gods, for 
the several victoriesRe had obtained. Pro his tantis 
totque vicloriis verum esse grates diis immortalibus 
agi haberique. 

Neither did individuals alone pride themselves upon 
displaying, on every occasion, this religious care to 
honour the deity; but it evidently was the genius and 
disposition of the whole nation. 

Polybius 3 has transmitted to us a treaty of peace 
concluded between Philip, son of Demetrius, king of 
Macedon, and the Carthaginiaus, in which the great 
respect and veneration of the latter for the deity, and 
their inherent persuasion that the gods engage in, and 
preside over, human affairs, and particularly over the 
solemn treaties made in their name and presence, are 
strongly displayed. Mention is therein made of five 
or six different orders of deities; and this enumera¬ 
tion appears very extraordinary in a public instru¬ 
ment, such as a treaty of peace concluded between two 
nations. I will here present my reader with the very 
words of the historian, as it will give some idea of the 
Carthaginian theology. This treaty icas concluded 
in the presence of Jupiter, Juno, and Apollo; in the 
presence of the demon or genius (£jej>ovo;) of the Car¬ 
thaginians, of Hercules and Iolaus; in the presence 
of J\Iars, Triton, and Neptune; in the presence of all 
the confederate gods of the Carthaginians; and cf the 
sun, the moon , and the earth; in the presence of the 
rivers , meads , and waters; in the presence of all those 
gods who possess Carthage . What should we now 
say to an instrument of this kind, in which the tutelar 
angels and saints of a kingdom should be introduced'/ 

The Carthaginians had two deities to whom they 
aid a more particular worship, and who deserve to 
ave some mention made of them in this place. 

The first was the goddess Ccelestis, called likewise 
Urania, the same with the Moon, who was invoked in 
great calamities, and particularly in droughts, in order 
to obtain ram: That very virgin Ccelestis, says Tertul- 
lian, 4 the proiniser of rain, Jsta ipsa Virgo Ccelestis 
pluviarum pollicitatrix. Tertullian, speaking of this 
goddess and of iEsculapius, makes the heathens of that 
age a challenge, which is bold indeed, but at the same 
time very glorious to the cause of Christianity; decla¬ 
ring, that any Christian w'ho may first come, shall 
oblige these false gods to confess publicly, that they 
are but devils; and consenting that this Christian shall 
be immediately killed, if he does not extort such a 
confession from the mouth of these gods. Nisi se dee - 
moncs confessi faerint Christiana mentiri non auden - 
tes, ibidem illius Christiani procacissimi sanguinem 
fundite. St. Austin likewise makes frequent mention of 
this deity. JVhat is now, says he, 5 become of Ccelestis, 
whose empire ivas once so great in Carthage? This 
was doubtless the same deity, whom Jeremiah 6 calls 
the queen of heaven; and who was held in so much 
reverence by the Jewish women, that they addressed 
their vows, burnt incense, peured out drink-offerings, 
and made cakes for her with their own hands, ut fa- 
cient placentas regince cceli; and from whom they 
boasted their having received all manner of blessings, 
whilst they regularly paid her this worship; whereas, 
since they had failed in it, they had been oppressed 
with misfortunes of every kind. 

i Liv. 1. xxi. n. 1. Ibid. n. 21. 3 Liv. 1. xxiii. n. 11. 

L. vii. p. 502. * Apolog. r.. xxiii. 

Id Psalm xcviii. • Jer. vii. 13. and xliv. 17—25. 


CARTHAGINIANS. 

The second deity particularly adored by the Car¬ 
thaginians, and in whose honour human sacrifices were 
offered, was Saturn, known in Scripture by the name 
of Moloch; and this worship had passed from Tyre to 
Carthage. Philo quotes a passage from Sanchonia* 
thon, which shows that the kings of Tyre, in great 
dangers, used to sacrifice their sons to appease the 
anger of the gods; and that one of them, by this ac¬ 
tion, procured himself divine honours, and was wor¬ 
shipped as a god, under the name of the planet Saturn; 
to this doubtless was owing the fable of Saturn’s de¬ 
vouring his owm children. Private persons, when they 
were desirous of averting any great calamity, took the 
same method; and, in imitation of their princes, were 
so very superstitious, that such as had no children, 
purchased those of the poor, in order that they might 
not be deprived of the merit of such a sacrifice. This 
custom prevailed long among the Phoenicians and 
Canaanites, from whom the Israelites borrowed it, 
though forbidden expressly by Heaven. At first, 
these children were inhumanly burnt, either in a fiery 
furnace, like those in the valley of IIinnom,so often 
mentioned in Scripture; or enclosed in a flaming 
statue of Saturn. The cries of these unhappy victims 
were drowned by the uninterrupted noise of drums 
and trumpets. 7 Mothers 8 made it a merit, and a part 
of their religion, to view this barbarous spectacle vvith 
dry eyes, and without so much as a groan; and if a 
tear or a sigh stole from them, the sacrifice was less 
acceptable to the deity, and all the effects of it were 
entirely lost. This strength of mind, 9 io or rather sav¬ 
age barbarity, was carried to such excess, that even 
mothers would endeavour, with embraces and kisses, 
to hush the cries of their children; lest, had the vic¬ 
tim been offered with an unbecoming grace, and in 
the midst of tears, it should be displeasing to the god: 
Blanditiis et osculis comprimebant vagiium, nejlebi- 
lis hostia immolaretur. 10 They afterwards content¬ 
ed themselves with making their children passthrough 
the fire, as appears from several passages of Scripture; 
in which they frequently perished. 

u The Carthaginians retained the barbarous custom 
of offering human sacrifices to their gods, till the ruin 
of their city:* 2 an action which ought to have been 
called a sacrilege rather than a sacrifice. Sacrilegi- 
um variiis quilm sacrum. It was suspended only lor 
some years, from the fear they were under of drawing 
upon themselves the indignation and arms of Darius 
I. king of Persia, who forbade them the offering up 
of human sacrifices, and the eating the flesh of dogs: 
13 but they soon resumed this horrid practice; sinc^, 
in the reign of Xerxes, the successor to Darius, Gelon, 
the tyrant of Syracuse, having gained a considerable 
victory over the Carthaginians in Sicily, among other 
conditions of peace which lie enjoined them, inserted 
this article; viz. That no more human sacrifices should 
be offered to Saturn. And, doubtless, the practice of 

t Plut. de superstit. p. 171. v , 

8 li»pei<rr»!X54 S'c pi-rip xti^xto; xcei «<rTSv:*KT 0 f, &c. 
The cruel and pitiless mother stood by as an unconcerned 
spectator ; a groan or a tear falling from her, would have 

been punished by a fine; and still the child must have been 
sacrificed. Pint.desuperstitionc. s Tertul. in Apolog. 

io Rlinut. Felix. n Q. Curt. 1. iv. e. 5. 

ia It appears from Tertullian’s Apology, that this barba¬ 
rous custom prevailed in Africa long after the ruin of Car¬ 
thage. Infantes penes Jfricam Saturno immolabantur pa- 
lam usque ad procon.sulat.um Tiberii, qui eosdem sacerdotes 
in eisdem arboribus templi sui obumbratricibus scelcrum vo - 
tivis crucibus exposuit , teste militia patria nostra qua id 
ipsum viunus illi proconsuli functa est, i. e. Children were 
publiely sacrificed to Saturo, down to the proconsulship of 
Tiberius, who hanged the sacrificing priests themselves on 
the trees which shaded their temple, as on so many crosses, 
raised to expiate their crimes, of which the militia of our 
country are witnesses, who were the actors of this execution 
at the command of this proconsul. Tcrtull. Jlpolog. e. 9. 
Two learned men are at variance about the proconsul, and 
the time of his government. Salmasius confesses his igno- 
raoce of both ; but rejects the authority of Sealiger, who, for 
proconsulatum , reads proconsulem Tiberii , and thinks Ter¬ 
tullian, when he wrote his Apology, had forgot his name. 
However this he, it is certain that the memory of the inci¬ 
dent here related by Tertullian was then recent, aad proba¬ 
bly the witnesses of it had not been long dead. 

i* Plut. do sera vindic. decorum, p. 553. 
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the Carthaginians, on this very occasion, made Gelon 
use this precaution. For during the whole engage¬ 
ment, 1 which lasted from morning till night, Hamil- 
car, the son of Hanno their general, was perpetually 
offering up to the gods sacrifices of living men, who 
were thrown in great numbers on a flaming pile; and 
seeing his troops routed and put to flight, he himself 
rushed into it, in order that he might not survive his 
own disgrace, and to extinguish, says St. Ambrose 
speaking of this action, with his own blood, this sa¬ 
crilegious fire, when he found that it had not proved 
of service to him. 2 

In times of pestilence 3 they used to sacrifice a 
great number of children to their gods, unmoved 
with pity for a tender age, which excites compassion 
in the most cruel enemies; thus seeking a remedy for 
their evils in guilt itself, and endeavouring to appease 
the gods by the most shocking barbarity. 

Diodorus 4 relates an instance of this cruelty which 
strikes the reader with horror. At the time that 
Agathocles was just going to besiege Carthage, its 
inhabitants, seeing the extremity to which they were 
reduced, imputed all their misfortunes to the just 
anger of Saturn, because that, instead of offering up 
children nobly born, who were usually sacrificed to 
him, there baa been fraudulently substituted in their 
stead the children of slaves and foreigners. To atone 
for this crime, two hundred children of the best fami¬ 
lies in Carthage were sacrificed to Saturn; besides 
which, upwards of three hundred citizens, from a 
sense of their guilt of this pretended crime, volunta¬ 
rily sacrificed themselves. Diodorus adds, that there 
was a brazen statue of Saturn, the hands of which 
were turned downward; so that when a child was. 
laid on them it dropped immediately into a hollow, 
where was a fiery furnace. 

Can this, says Plutarch, 5 be called worshipping the 
gods ? Can we be .said to entertain an honourable 
idea of them, if we suppose that they are pleased with 
slaughter, thirsty of human blood, and capable of re¬ 
quiring or accepting such offerings'? Religion, 6 says 
this judicious author, is placed between two rocks, 
that are equally dangerous to man, and injurious to 
the deity, I mean impiety and superstition. The one, 
from an affectation ot free-thinking, believes nothing; 
and the other, from a blind weakness, believes all 
tilings.. Impiety, to rid itself of a terror which galls 
it, denies the very existence of the gods: whilst su¬ 
perstition, to calm its fears, capriciously forges gods, 
which it makes not only the friends, but protectors 
and models of crimes. Had it not been better, saj^s 
he farther, 7 for the Carthaginians to have had ori¬ 
ginally a Critias, or a Diagoras, who were open and 
undisguised atheists, for their lawgivers, than to have 
established so frantic and wicked a religion'? Could 
the Typhons and the giants (the avowed enemies of 
the gods,) had they gained a victory over them, have 
established more abominable sacrifices'? 

Such were the sentiments which a heathen enter¬ 
tained of this part of the Carthaginian worship. One 
would indeed scarce believe that mankind were capa¬ 
ble of such madness and frenzy. Men do not gene¬ 
rally of themselves entertain ideas so destructive of 
all that nature considers as most sacred, as to sacri¬ 
fice, to murder, their children with their own hands, 
and to throw them in cool blood into fiery furnaces! 
Sentiments so unnatural and barbarous, and yet 
adopted by whole nations, and even by the most civ¬ 
ilized, by the Phoenicians, Carthaginians, Gauls, Scy¬ 
thians, and even the Greeks and Romans, and conse¬ 

i Herod. 1. vii. c. 167. 

3 In ipsos quos adolebat sese prsecipitavit ignes, ut eos 
vel cruore suo extmgueret, quos sibi nihil profuisse cognove- 
rut. *S. Amb 

3 Cum pestc laborarent, cruenta sacrorum religione et 

rcelere pro remedio usi sunt. Quippe homines ut viclimas 

immolabant, et impubercs (qu* a>tas etiam hostium miseri- 

cordiam provorat) aris admovebant, pacem deorum sanguine 

corum exposcentcs, pro quorum, vita dii maxime rogari sc¬ 

lent. Justin.. 1. xviii. c. 6. The Gauls as well as Germans 

used to sacrifice men, if Dionysius and Tacitus may be ere- 

dited. 

* Lib. xx. p. 756. * Da superstitione, p. 160—171. 

« Idem, in Cantill. p. 132. * De superstitione. 


crated by custom during a long series of ages, can 
have been inspired by him only who was a murderer 
from the beginning; and who delights in nothing but 
the humiliation, misery, and perdition, of man. 

SECTION III. —FORM OF THE GOVERNMENT OF 
CARTHAGE. 

The government of Carthage was founded upon 
principles of the most consummate wisdom: and it is 
with reason that Aristotle 8 ranks this republic in the 
number of those that were had in the greatest esteem 
by the ancients, and which were fit to serve as a mo¬ 
del for others. He grounds his opinion on a reflec¬ 
tion, which does great honour to Carthage, by re¬ 
marking, that from its foundation to his time (that is, 
upwards of five hundred years,) no considerable sedi¬ 
tion had disturbed the peace, nor any tyrant oppress¬ 
ed the liberty of that state. Indeed, mixed govern¬ 
ments, such as that of Carthage, where the power \va9 
divided betwixt the nobles and the people, are subject 
to two inconveniences; either of degenerating into 
an abuse of liberty by the seditions of the populace, 
as frequently happened in Athens, and in all the Gre¬ 
cian republics; or into the oppression of the public 
liberty by the tyranny of the nobles, as in Athens, Sy¬ 
racuse, Corinth, Thebes, and Rome itself under Sylla 
and Caesar. It is therefore giving Carthage the high¬ 
est praise, to observe, that it had found out the art, 
by the wisdom of its laws and the harmony of the dif¬ 
ferent parts of its government, to shun, during so long 
a series of years, two rocks that are so dangerous, and 
on which others so often split. 

It were to be wished, that some ancient author had 
left us an accurate and regular description of the cus¬ 
toms and laws of this famous republic. For want of 
such assistance, we can only give our readers a con¬ 
fused and imperfect idea of them, by collecting the 
several passages which lie scattered up and down in 
authors. Christopher Hendrich has obliged the learn¬ 
ed world in this particular; and his work 9 * has been 
of great service to me. 

The government of Carthage, 16 like that of Sparta 
and Rome, united three different authorities, which 
counterpoised and gave mutual assistance to one an¬ 
other. These authorities were, that of the two su¬ 
preme magistrates, called Suffetes; 11 that of the se¬ 
nate; and that of the people. There afterwards was 
added the tribunal of One Hundred, which had great 
credit and influence in the republic. 

The Suffetes. 

The power of the Suffetes was only annual, and 
their authority in Carthage answered to that of the 
consuls at Rome. 12 In authors they are frequently 
called kings, dictators, consuls, because they exercise 
the functions of all three. History does not inform us 
of the manner of their election. They were empow¬ 
ered to assemble the senate; 13 in which they presided, 
proposed subjects for deliberation, and collected the 
votes; 14 and they likewise presided in all debates on 
matters of importance. Their authority was not limit¬ 
ed to the city, nor confined to civil affairs; they some¬ 
times had the command of the armies. We find, that 
when their employment of Suffetes expired, they 
were made praetors, which was a considerable office, 
since, besides conferring upon them the privilege of 
presiding in some causes, it also empowered them to 
propose and enact new laws, and call to account 
the receivers of the public revenues, as appears from 
what Livy 13 relates concerning Hannibal on this head, 
and which I shall take notice of in the sequel. 


s Da rep. 1. ii. c. 11. 

a It is entitled, Carthago sivc Carthaginensium respub - 
lica , tfc. Francofurti ad Odcram, ann. 1664. 

Polyb. I. iv. p. 493. 

ii This name is derived from a word, which, with the 
Hehrewsand Phoenicians, signifies judges.— Shophetim. 

is Ut Rom* consoles, sic Carthagine quotannis annui bini 
reges creabantur. Corn. JVep. in vita Jinnibalis, c. 7. Tho 
great Hannibal was once one of the Suffetes. 

is Scnatum itaque Suffetes, quod velut eonsulare impe- 
rium apud eos erat, vocaverunt. Liv. 1. xxx. n. 7. 

1 * Cum Suffetes ad jus dicendum consedissent. Id. L 
xxxiv. n. 62. 11 Lib. xxxiii. n. 46 47. 
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The Senate . 

The Senate, composed of persons who were venera¬ 
ble on account of their age, their experience, their 
birth, their riches, and especially their merit, formed 
the council of state; and were, if I may use that ex¬ 
pression, the soul of the public deliberations. Their 
number is not exactly known: it must, however, have 
been very great, since a hundred were selected from 
it to form a separate assembly, of which I shall imme¬ 
diately have occasion to speak. In the Senate, all 
affairs of consequence were debated, the letters from 
generals read, the complaints of provinces heard, am¬ 
bassadors admitted to audience, and peace or war de¬ 
termined, as is seen on many occasions. 

When the sentiments and votes were unanimous, 1 
the senate decided supremely, and there lay no appeal 
from it. When there was a division, and the senate 
could not be brought to an agreement, the affair was 
then laid before the people, on whom the power of 
decidiug thereby devolved. The reader will easily 
erceive the great wisdom of this regulation; and 
ow happily it was adapted to crush factions, to pro¬ 
duce harmony, and to enforce aud corroborate good 
counsels: such an assembly being extremely jealous 
of its authority, and not easily prevailed upon to let 
it pass into other hands. Of this we have a memora¬ 
ble instance in Polybius; 2 —When, after a loss of the 
battle fought in Africa, at the end of the second Punic 
war, the conditions of peace offered by the victor were 
read in the senate; Hannibal, observing that one of 
the senators opposed them, represented in the strong¬ 
est terms, that as the safety of the republic lay at 
stake, it was of the utmost importance for the senators 
to be unanimous in their resolutions, to prevent such 
a debate from coming before the people; and he car¬ 
ried his point. This, doubtless, laid the foundation, 
in the infancy of the republic, of the senate’s power, 
and raised its authority to so great a height. And the 
same author observes, 3 in another place, that whilst 
the senate had the administration of affairs, the state 
was governed with great wisdom, aud was successful 
iu all its enterprises. 

The People. 

It appears from everything related hitherto, that 
even so low as Aristotle’s time, who gives so beautiful 
a picture, and bestows so noble a eulogium on the - 
government of Carthage, the people spontaneously 
left the care of public affairs, and the chief adminis¬ 
tration of them, to the senate: and this it was which 
made the republic so powerful. But things changed 
afterwards. For the people, grown insolent by their 
wealth and conquests, and forgetting that they owed 
these blessings to the prudent conduct of the senate, 
were desirous of having a share in the government, 
and arrogated to themselves almost the whole power. 
From that period, the public affairs were transacted 
wholly by cabals and factions: and this Polybius as¬ 
signs as one of the chief causes of the ruin of Carthage. 

The Tribunal of the Hundred. 

This was a body composed of a hundred and four 
persons; though ofteu, for brevity’s sake, they are 
called only the Hundred. These, according to Aris¬ 
totle, were the same in Carthage, as the Ephori in 
Sparta; whence it appears, that they were instituted 
to balance the power of the nobles and senate; but 
with this difference, that the Ephori were but five in 
number, and continued in office but a year; whereas 
these were perpetual, and were upwards of a hundred. 

It is believed, that these Centurnviri 

A. M. 3609. are the same with the hundred 
A. Carth. 487. judges mentioned by Justin, 4 who 
were taken out of the senate, aud 
appointed to inquire into the conduct of their gene¬ 
rals. The exorbitant power of Mago’s family, which, 
by its engrossing the chief employments both of the. 
state and the army, had thereby the sole direction and 
management of all affairs, gave occasion to this esta¬ 


* Arist. loc. cit. o Lib. xv. p. 706, 707. 

• Polyb. 1. vi. 494. « Lib. xix. c. ii. 

Vol. I.—10 


blishment. It was intended as a curb to the authority 
of their generals, which, whilst the armies were in the 
field, was almost boundless and absolute; but,by this 
institution, it became subject to the laws, by the obli¬ 
gation their generals were under, of giving an account 
of their actions before these judges on their return 
from the campaign: Ut hoc metu ita in bello imperia 
cogitarenty ut domijudicia legesque respicerent . 3 Of 
these hundred and four judges, five had a particular 
jurisdiction superior to that of the rest; but it is not 
known how long their authority lasted. This council 
of five was like the council of ten in the Venetian 
senate. A vacancy in their number could be filled by 
none but themselves. They also had the powder of 
choosing those who composed the council of the 
hundred. Their authority was very great, and for 
that reason none were elected into this office but per¬ 
sons of uncommon merit: and it was not judged pro¬ 
per to annex any salary or reward to it; tne single 
motive of the public good, being thought a tie suffi¬ 
cient to engage honest men to a conscientious and 
faithful discharge of their duty. Polybius, 6 in his 
account of the taking of New Carthage by Scipio, 
distinguishes clearly two orders of magistrates estab¬ 
lished in Old Carthage; for he says, that among the 
prisoners taken at New Carthage, were two magis¬ 
trates belonging to the body or assembly of old men 
[sx tJJ s rspovo-.'as]: so he calls the council of the hun¬ 
dred; and fifteen of the senate [e* * T $s ZwyxXvjrou]. 
Livy 7 mentions only the fifteen of the senators; but, 
in another place, he names the old men; and tells us, 
that they formed the most venerable council of the 
government, and had great authority in the senate, 
8 Carthaginenses—Oratores adpacem petendam mit - 
tunt triginta seniorum principes. Id erat sanctius 
apud illos concilium , maximaque ad ipsum senatum 
regendum vis . 

Establishments, though constituted with the great¬ 
est wisdom and the justest harmony of parts, dege¬ 
nerate, however insensibly, into disorder and the most 
destructive licentiousness. These judges, who by the 
lawful execution of their power were a terror to 
transgressors, and the great pillars of justice, abusing 
their almost unlimited anthority, became so many 
petty tyrants. We shall see this verified in the his¬ 
tory of the great Hannibal, who, during his praetor- 
ship, after ins return to Africa, em¬ 
ployed all his influence to reform so A. M. 3082. 
horrid an abuse; and made the au- A.Carth. 682. 
thority of these judges, which before 
was perpetual, only annual, about two hundred years 
from the first founding the tribunal of the One Hun¬ 
dred. 

Defects in the Government of Carthage. 

Aristotle, among other reflections made by him on 
the government of Carthage, remarks two great de¬ 
fects in it, both which, in his opinion, are repugnant 
to the views of a wise lawgiver and the maxims of 
sound policy. 

The first of these defects was, the investing the 
same person with different employments, which was 
considered at Carthage as a proof of uncommon 
merit. But Aristotle thinks this practice highly pre¬ 
judicial to the public welfare. For, says this author, 
a man possessed but of one employment, is much 
more capable of acquitting himself well in the exe¬ 
cution of it; because affairs are then examined with 
greater care, and sooner despatched. We never see, 
continues our author, either by sea or land, the same 
: officer commanding two different bodies, or the same 


o Justin 1. xix. « Lib. x. p. 824, edit. Gronov. 

* Lib. xxvi. n. 51. 1. xxx. n. 16. 

* M. Rollin might have taken notice of some civil officers 
who were established at Carthage, with a power like that of 
the censors of Rome, to inspect the manners of the citizens. 
The chief of these officers look from Hamiloar, the father of 
Hannibal, a beautiful youth, named Asdrubal, on a report 
that Hamilcar was more familiar with this youth than was 
consistent with modesty. Erat prtcterca cum eo [ Amilcare } 
adolescens illustris et formosus Hasdrubal, quern nonnulli 
diligi turpius quam par erat , ab Amilcare % loquebavlur.— 
Quo factual est ut a prafeclo morum JIasdrubal cum, eo v$» 
taretur esse. Corn. Nep. in Vita Amilcaris. 
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pilot steering 1 two ships. Besides, the welfare of the 
state requires that places and preferments should be 
divided, in order to excite ail emulation among men of 
merit: whereas the bestowing of them on one man, 
too often dazzles him by so distinguishing a preference; 
end always fills others with jealousy, discontent, and 
murmurs. 

The second defect taken notice of by Aristotle in 
the government of Carthage, was, that in order for a 
man to attain the first posts, a certain income was 
required (besides merit and noble birth). By which 
means, poverty might exclude persons of the most 
exalted merit, which lie considers as a great evil in a 
overnment. For then, says he, as virtue is wholly 
isregarded, and money is all-powerful, because all 
things are attained by it; the admiration and desire 
of riches seize and corrupt the whole community. 
Add to this, that wheu magistrates and judges are 
obliged to pay large sums for their employments, they 
seem to have a right to reimburse themselves. 

There is not, I believe, one instance in all antiquity 
to show that employments, either in the state or the 
courts of justice, were sold. The expense, therefore, 
which Aristotle talks of here to raise men to prefer¬ 
ments in Carthage, must doubtless be understood of 
the presents that were given in order to procure the 
votes of the electors; a practice, as Polybius observes, 
very common at Carthage, where no kind of gain 
was judged a disgrace. 1 It is, therefore, no wonder, 
that Aristotle should condemn a practice whose con¬ 
sequences, it is very plain, may prove fatal to a gov¬ 
ernment. 

But in case he pretended that the chief employ¬ 
ments of a state ought to be equally accessible to the 
rich and the poor, as he seems to insinuate; his opinion 
is refuted by the general practice of the wisest repub¬ 
lics: for these, without anyway demeaning or aspers¬ 
ing poverty, have thought that, on this occasion, the 
reference ought to be given to riches; because it is to 
e presumed, that the wealthy have received a better 
education, have nobler sentiments, are more out of the 
reach of corruption, and less liable to commit base 
ections; and that even the state of their affairs makes 
them more affectionate to the government, more dis¬ 
posed to maintain peace and order in it, and more 
interested in suppressing whatever may tend to sedi¬ 
tion and rebellion. 

_ Aristotle, in concluding his reflections on the repub¬ 
lic of Carthage, is much pleased with a custom that 
prevailed there: viz. of sending from time to time 
colonies into different countries; and in this manner 
procuring its citizens commodious settlements. This 
provided for the necessities of the poor, who, equally 
with the rich, are members of the state; and it dis¬ 
burdened Carthage of multitudes of lazy, indolent 
eople, who were its disgrace, and often proved 
angerous to it; it prevented commotions and insur¬ 
rections, by thus removing such persons as commonly 
occasion them; and who, being ever discontented 
under their present circumstances, are always ready 
for innovations and tumults. 

SECTION IV. —TRADE OF CARTHAGE, THE FIRST 
SOURCE OF ITS WEALTH AND POWER. 

COMMERCE, strictly speaking, was the occupation 
of Carthage, the particular object of its industry, and 
its peculiar aud predominant characteristic. It formed 
the greatest strength and the chief support of that 
commonwealth. In a word, we may affirm, that the 
power, the conquests, the credit, and glory, of the 
Carthaginians, all flowed from their commerce. Situa¬ 
ted in the centre of the Mediterranean, and stretching 
out their arms eastward and westward, the extent of 
their commerce took in all the known world, and 
wafted it to the coast of Spain, of Mauritania, of 
Gaul, and beyond the straits and pillars of Hercules. 
They sailed to all countries, in order to buy at a cheap 
rate the superfluities of every nation ; which, by the 
wants of others, became necessaries ; and these they 
sold to them at the dearest rates. From Egypt the 


Carthaginians fetched fine flax, paper, corn, sails, and 
cables for ships ; from the coast of the Red Sea, spices, 
frankincense, perfumes, gold, pearls, and precious 
stones ; from Tyre and Phoenicia, purple and scarlet, 
rich stuffs, tapestry, costly furniture, and divers cu¬ 
rious and exquisite works of art: in a word, they 
fetched from various countries, all things that can 
supply the necessities, or are capable of contributing 
to the convenience, the luxury, and the delights ot 
life. They brought back from the western parts of 
the world, in return for the articles carried thither, 
iron, tin, lead, and copper ; by the sale of these va¬ 
rious commodities, they enriched themselves at the 
expense of all nations ; and put them under a kind of 
contribution, which was so much the surer as it was 
spontaneous. 

In thus becoming the factors aud agents of all 
nations, they had made themselves lords of the sea ; 
the band which held the east, the west, and south 
together ; and the necessary channel of their commu¬ 
nication ; so that Carthage rose to be the common 
city, and the centre of the trade, of all those nations 
which the sea separated from one another. 

The most considerable personages of the city were 
not ashamed of engaging in trade. They applied 
themselves to it as industriously as the meanest citi¬ 
zens ; and their great wealth did not make them les3 
in love with the diligence, patience, and labour, which 
are necessary to augment it. To this they owed their 
empire of the sea, the splendour of their republic ; 
their being able to dispute for the superiorly with 
Rome itself; and their exalted pitch of power, which 
forced the Romans to carry on a bloody and doubtful 
war, for upwards of forty years, in order to humble 
and subdue this haughty rival. In short, Rome, even 
when triumphant, thought Carthage was not to be 
entirely reduced any other way, than by depriving 
that city of the resources which it might still derive 
from its commerce, by which it had so long beert 
enabled to resist the whole strength of that mighty 
republic. 

However, it is no wonder that, as Carthage came 
in a manner out of the greatest school of traffic in the 
world» I mean Tyre, she should have been crowned 
with such rapid and uninterrupted success. The very 
vessels on which its founders nad been conveyed into 
Africa, were afterwards employed by them in their 
trade. They began to make settlements upon the 
coasts of Spain, in those ports where they unloaded 
their goods. The ease with which they had founded 
these settlements, and the conveniences they met 
with inspired them with the design of conquering 
those vast regions ; and some time after, Nova Car¬ 
thago , or New Carthage, gave the Carthaginians an 
empire in that country, almost equal to mat which 
they enjoyed in Africa. 

SECTION V.— THE MINES OF SPAIN, THE SECOND 

SOURCE OF THE RICHES AND POWER OF CAR¬ 
THAGE. 

Diodorus 2 justly remarks, that the gold and silver 
mines found by the Carthaginians in Spain, were an 
inexhaustible fund of wealth, that enabled them to 
sustain such long wars against the Romans. The 
natives had long been ignorant of these treasures that 
lay concealed in the bowels of the earth, or at least of 
their use and value. The Phoenicians took advantage 
of this ignorance ; and by bartering some wares of 
little value for this precious metal, they amassed 
infinite wealth. When the Carthaginians had made 
themselves masters of the country, they dug much 
deeper into the earth than the old inhabitants of Spain 
had done, who probably were content with what they 
could collect on the surface ; and the Romans, when 
they had dispossessed the Carthaginians of Spain, pro¬ 
fited by their example, and drew an immense revenue 
from these mines of gold and silver. 

The labour employed to come at these mines, and 
to dig the gold and silver out of them, was incredi¬ 
ble. 3 For the veins of these metals rarely appeared 
on the surface ; they were to be sought for and 
traced through frightful depths, where very often 


i ouJiv e tirxfiv kvq*bvT<tiv 
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floods of water stopped the miners, and seemed to 
defeat all future pursuits. But avarice is no less pa¬ 
tient in undergoing fatigues, than ingenious in find¬ 
ing expedients. By pumps, which Archimedes had 
invented when in Egypt, the Romans afterwards 
threw up the water out of these pits, and quite drain¬ 
ed them. Numberless multitudes of slaves perished 
in these mines, which were dug to enrich their mas¬ 
ters ; who treated them with the utmost barbarity, 
forced them by heavy stripes to labour, and gave 
them no respite either day or night. 

Polybius, as quoted by Strabo, 1 says that in his 
time, upwards of forty thousand men were employed 
fn the mines near Nova Carthago ; and furnished 
the Romans every day with twenty-five thousand 
drachmas, or 859/. 7s. 6d. 2 

We must not be surprised to see the Carthagi¬ 
nians, soon after the greatest defeats, sending fresh 
and numerous armies again into the field ; fitting out 
mighty fleets, and supporting, at a great expense, for 
many years, wars carried on by them in tar-distant 
countries. But it must appear surprising to us, that 
the Romans should be capable of doing the same ; 
they whose revenues were very inconsiderable before 
those great conquests which subjected to them the 
most powerful nations; and who had no resources, 
either from trade, to which they were absolute 
strangers, or from gold or silver mines, which were 
very rarely found in Italy, in case there were any ; 
ana the expenses of which must, for that very rea¬ 
eon, have swallowed up all the profit. The Romans, 
in the frugal and simple life they led, in their zeal 
for the public welfare, and their love for their coun¬ 
try, possessed funds which were not less ready or 
secure than those of Carthage, but at the same time 
were far more honourable to their nation. 

SECTION VI.— war. 

CARTHAGE must be considered as a trading, and, at 
the same time, a warlike republic. Its genius and 
the nature of its government led it to traffic ; and it 
became warlike, first, from the necessity the Car¬ 
thaginians were under of defending themselves 
against the neighbouring nations, and afterwards 
from a desire of extending their commerce and em¬ 
pire. This double idea gives us, in my opinion, the 
true plan and character ol the Carthaginian republic. 
We have already spoken of its commerce. 

The military power of the Carthaginians consisted 
in their alliances with kings ; in tributary nations, 
from which they drew both men and money ; in some 
troops raised from among their own citizens ; and in 
mercenary soldiers purchased of neighbouring states, 
without being themselves obliged to levy or exercise 
them, because they were already well disciplined and 
inured to the fatigues of war ; they making choice, 
in every country, of such troops as had the greatest 
merit and reputation. They drew from Numidia a 
light, bold, impetuous, and indefatigable cavalry, 
wnich formed the principal strength of their armies ; 
from the Balearic isles, the most expert slingers in the 
world ; from Spain, a steady and invincible infantry ; 
from the coasts of Genoa and Gaul, troops of ac¬ 
knowledged valour ; and from Greece itself, soldiers 
fit for all the various operations of war, for the field 
or the garrisons, for besieging or defending cities. 

In this manner the Carthaginians sent out at once 
powerful armies, composed of soldiers which were 
the flower of all the armies in the universe, without 
depopulating either their fields or cities by new le¬ 
vies ; without suspending their manufactures, or dis¬ 
turbing the peaceable artificer ; without interrupting 
commerce, or weakening their navy. By venal 
blood they possessed themselves of provinces and 
kingdoms ; and made other nations the instruments 
of tneir grandeur and glory, with no other expense 
of their own than their money ; and even this fur¬ 
nished from the traffic they carried on with foreign 
nations. 


1 Lib. iii. p. 147. 

a 25,000 drachmas.—An Attic drachma, according to Dr. 
.Bernard, =8 $d. English money; conseqaently, 25,000=- 


If the Carthaginians, in the course of a war, sus¬ 
tained some losses, these were but so many foreign 
accidents, which only grazed, as it were, over the 
body of the state, but did not make a deep wound in 
the bowels or heart of the republic. These losses 
were speedily repaired, by sums arising out of a 
flourishing commerce, as from a perpetual sinew of 
war, by which the government was continually rein¬ 
forced with new supplies for the purchase of mer¬ 
cenary forces, who were ready at the first summons. 
And from the vast extent of the coasts which the 
Carthaginians possessed, it was easy for them to levy, 
in a very little time, a sufficient number of sailors 
and rowers for the working of their fleets, and to 
rocure able pilots and experienced captains to con- 
uct them. 

But as these parts were fortuitously brought to¬ 
gether, they did not adhere hyany natural, intimate, 
or necessary tie. No common and reciprocal inter¬ 
est united them in such a manner, as to form a solid 
and unalterable body. Not one individual in these 
mercenary armies was sincerely interested in the 
success of measures, or in the prosperity of the state. 
They did not act with the same zeal, nor expose 
themselves to dangers with equal resolution, for a 
republic which they considered as foreign, and which 
consequently was indifferent to them, as they would 
have done for their native country, whose happiness 
constitutes that of the several members who com¬ 
pose it. 

In great reverses of fortune, the kings 3 in alliance 
with the Carthaginians might easily be detached 
from their interest, either by that jealousy which the 
grandeur of a more powerful neighbour naturally ex* 
cites ; or by the hopes of reaping greater advantages 
from a new friend ; or by the fear of being involved 
in the misfortunes of an old ally. 

The tributary nations, impatient under the weight 
and disgrace of a yoke which had been forced upon 
their necks, generally flattered themselves with the 
hopes of finding one less galling in changing their 
masters ; or, in case servitude was unavoidable, the 
choice was indifferent to them, as will appear from 
many instances in the course of this history. 

The mercenary forces, accustomed to measure 
their fidelity by the largeness or continuance of their 
pay, were ever ready, on the least discontent, or the 
slightest expectation of a more considerable stipend, 
to desert to the enemy with whom they had just be¬ 
fore fought, and to turn their arms against those who 
had invited them to their assistance. 

Thus the grandeur of the Carthaginians being sus¬ 
tained only by these foreign supports, was shaken to 
the very foundation when they were once taken 
away. And if to this there happened to be added an 
interruption of their commerce (which was their sole 
resource), arising from the loss of a naval engage* 
ment, they imagined themselves to be on the brink 
of ruin, and abandoned themselves to despondency 
and despair ; as was evidently seen at the end of the 
first Punic war. 

Aristotle, in the treatises where he shows the ad* 
vantages and defects of the government of Carthage, 
finds no fault with its keeping up none but foreign 
’ forces ; it is therefore probable, that the Carthagi¬ 
nians did not fall into this practice till a long timd 
after. But the rebellions which harassed Carthage 
in its later years, ought to have taught its citizens, 
that no miseries are comparable to those of a govern¬ 
ment which is supported only by foreigners ; sinca 
neither zeal, security, nor obedience, can be expect¬ 
ed from them. 

But this was not the case with the republic of 
Rome. As the Romans had neither trade nor money, 
they were not able to bire forces, in order to push on 
their conquests with the same rapidity as the Car¬ 
thaginians : but then, as they procured every thing 
from within themselves, and as all the parts of the 
state were intimately united ; they had surer resour¬ 
ces in great misfortunes than the Carthaginians. 
And for this reason they never once thought of su- 


3 As Syphax and Masinissa. 
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ing for peace after the battle of Cannae, as the Car¬ 
thaginians had done in a less imminent danger. 

The Carthaginians, had, besides, a body of troops 
(which was not very numerous) levied from among 
their own 'citizens ; and this was a kind of school, in 
which the flower of their nobility, and those whose 
talents and ambition prompted them to aspire to the 
first dignities, learned the rudiments of the art of 
war. From among these were selected all the gener¬ 
al officers, who were put at the head of the differ¬ 
ent bodies of their forces, and had the chief command 
in the armies. This nation was too jealous and sus¬ 
picious to employ foreign generals. But they were 
not so distrustful of their own citizens as Rome and 
Athens ; for the Carthaginians, at the same time that 
they invested them with great power, did not guard 
against the abuse they might make of it in order to 
oppress their country. The command of armies was 
neither annual, nor limited to any time, as in the two 
republics above-mentioned. Many generals held 
their commissions for a great number of years, either 
till the war or their lives ended ; though they were 
still accountable to the commonwealth for their con¬ 
duct ; and liable to be recalled, whenever a real fault, 
a misfortune, or the superior interest of a cabal, fur¬ 
nished an opportunity for it. 

SECTION VII.— ARTS AND SCIENCES. 

It cannot be said that the Carthaginians renounced 
entirely the glory which results from study and 
knowledge. The * sending of Masinissa, son of a 
powerful king, 1 thither for education, gives us room 
to believe that Carthage was provided with an excel¬ 
lent school. The great Hannibal, 2 who, in all re¬ 
spects, was an ornament to that city, was not unac¬ 
quainted with polite literature, as will be seen here¬ 
after. Mago, 3 4 another very celebrated general, did 
as much honour to Carthage by his pen as by his vic¬ 
tories. He wrote twenty-eight volumes upon hus¬ 
bandry, which the Roman senate had in 9uch esteem, 
that after the taking of Carthage, when they present¬ 
ed the Africian princes with the libraries found there 
(another proof that learning was not entirely banish¬ 
ed from Carthage,) they gave orders to have these 
books translated into Latin,* though Cato had before 
written his books on that subject. There is still ex¬ 
tant 5 a Greek version of a treatise drawn up by 
Hanno in the Punic tongue, relating to a voyage he 
made (by order of the senate) with a considerable 
fleet round Africa, for the settling of different colo¬ 
nies in that part of the world. This Hanno is be¬ 
lieved to be more ancient than that person of the 
same name, who lived in the time of Agathocles. 

Clitomachus, 6 called in the Punic language Asdru- 
bal, was a great philosopher. He succeeded the 
famous Carneades, whose disciple he had been ; and 
maintained in Athens the honour of the Academic 
sect. Cicero says, 7 that he was a more sensible 
man, and fonder of study, than the Carthaginians 
generally are. He wrote several books : 8 ip one of 
which he composed a piece to console the unhappy 
citizens of Carthage, wno, by the ruin of their city, 
were reduced to slavery. 

I might rank among, or rather place at the head of, 
the writers who have adorned Africa, the celebrated 
Terence ; himself singly being capable of reflecting 
infinite honour on his country by the fame of his pro¬ 
ductions, if, on this account, Carthage, the place of 
his birth, ought not to be less considered as his coun¬ 
try than Rome, where he was educated, and acquired 
that purity of style, that delicacy and elegance, which 
have gained him the admiration of all succeeding 


* King of the Massylians in Africa. 

a N>pos in vita Annibalis. 

3 Cic. 1. i. Dc orat. n. 249. Plin. 1. xviii. c. 3. 

4 These books were written by Mago in the Punic lan¬ 
guage, and translated into Greek by Cassius Dionysius of 
Utica, from whose versiun, we may probably suppose, the 
Latin was made. 

5 Voss, de Hist. Gr. 1. iv. 

6 Plut. tie fort. Alex. p. 323. Diog. Laert. inClitom. 

' Clitomachus, homo, et acutus ut Pcenus, et valde studi- 

osus ac diligens. Jlcadem, Qt uest. 1. iv. n. 98... 

• Tusc. Ciuagst. 1. iii. n. 54. 


ages. It is supposed, 9 that he was carried off when 
an infant, or at least very youug, by the Numidians 
in their incursions into the Carthaginian territories, 
during the war carried on between taese two nations, 
from the conclusion of the second, to the beginning 
of the third, Punic war. He was sold for a slave to 
Terentius Lucanus, a Roman senator ; who, after 
giving him an excellent education, gave him his li¬ 
berty and called him by his own name, as was then 
the custom. He was united in a very strict friend¬ 
ship with the second Scipio Africanus, and Lselius ; 
and it was a common report at Rome, that he had 
the assistance of these two great men in composing 
his pieces. The poet, so far from endeavouring to 
stifle a report so disadvantageous to him, made a 
merit of it. Only six of his comedies are extant. 
Some authors, on the authority of Suetonius (the 
writer of his life), say, that in his return from Greece, 
whither he had made a voyage, he lost a hundred 
and eight comedies, which he had translated from 
Menander, and could not survive an accident which 
must naturally afflict him in a sensible manner : but 
this incident is not very' well founded.* Be this as it 
may, he died in the y ear of Rome 594, under the 
consulship of Cneius Cornelius Dolabella and M. 
Fulvius, at the age of thirty-five years, and conse¬ 
quently be was born anno 560. 

It must yet be confessed, notwithstanding all we 
have said, that there ever was a great scarcity of 
learned men in Carthage, since it hardly furnished 
three or four writers of reputation in upwards of se¬ 
ven hundred years. Although the Carthaginians held 
a correspondence with Greece and the most civilized 
nations, yet this did not excite them to borrow their 
learning, as being foreign to their views of trade and 
commeice. Eloquence, poetry, history, seem to have 
been little known among them. A Carthaginian 
philosopher was considered as a sort of prodigy by 
the learned. What then would an astronomer or a 
geometrician have been thought 'i I know not in what 
esteem physic, which is so highly useful to life, was 
held at Carthage ; or jurisprudence, so necessary to 
society. 

As works cf wit were generally had in so much 
disregard, the education of youth must necessarily 
have been very imperfect and unpolished. In Car¬ 
thage, the study and knowledge of youth were for 
the most part confined to writing, arithmetic, book¬ 
keeping, and the buying and selling goods ; in a 
word, to whatever related to traffic. But polite learn¬ 
ing, history and philosophy, were in little repute 
among them. These were "in later years even pro¬ 
hibited by the laws, which expressly forbade any 
Carthaginian to learn the Greek tongue, lest it might 
qualify them for carrying on a dangerous correspond¬ 
ence with the enemy, either by letter or word of 
mouth. 10 

Now what could be expected from such a cast of 
mind ? Accordingly there was never seen among 
them that elegance of behaviour, that ease and com¬ 
placency of manners, and those sentiments of virtue 
which are generally the fruits of a liberal education 
in all civilized nations. The small number of great 
men which this nation has produced, must therefore 
have owed their merit to the felicity of tbeirgenius, to 
the singularity of their talents, and a long experience, 
without any great assistance from cultivation and in¬ 
struction. Hence it was, that the merit of the great¬ 
est men of Carthage was sullied by great failings, 
low vices, and cruel passions ; and it is rare to meet 
with any conspicuous virtue among them without 
some blemish ; with any virtue of a noble, generous, 

.A— 

3 Suet, in vit. Terent. , . 

10 Factum senatus consultum ne quis postea Carthagin- 
ensis aut literis Grsecis aut sermoni studerct; ne aut loqui 
cum hoste, aut scribere sine interprete posset. Justin. I. 
xx. c. 5. Justin ascribes the reason of this law to a trea¬ 
sonable correspondence between one Suniatus, a powerful 
CarLhaginian, and Dionysius the Tyrant of Sicily; the for¬ 
mer, by letters written in Greek (which afterwards fell into 
the hands of the Carthaginians), having informed the ty¬ 
rant of the war designed against him by his country, out of 
hatred to Hanno the general, to whom he was an enemy. 
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nnd amiable kind, and supported by enlightened and 
steady principles, such as is every where found among 
the Greeks and Homans. The reader will perceive 
ihat I here speak only of the heathen virtues, and 
agreeably to the idea which the Pagans entertained 
of them. 

I meet with as few monnments of their skill in 
arts of a less noble and necessary' kind, as painting 
and sculpture. I find, indeed, that they had plun¬ 
dered their conquered nations of a great many works 
:n both these kinds ; but it does not appear that they 
themselves had produced many. 

From what has been said, one cannot help conclud¬ 
ing, that traffic was the predominant inclination, and 
the peculiar characteristic of the Carthaginians; that 
it formed in a manner, the basis of the state, the 
soul of the commonwealth, and the grand spring 
which gave motion to all their enterprises. The 
Carthaginians, in general, were skilful merchants; 
employed wholly in traffic; excited strongly by the 
desire of gain, and esteeming nothing but riches; 
directing all their talents, and placing their chief 
glory, in amassing them; though at* the same time 
they scarce knew the purpose for which they were 
designed, or how to use them in a noble or worthy 
manner. 

SECTION VIII.— THE CHARACTER,MANNERS, AND 
QUALITIES OF THE CARTHAGINIANS. 

In the enumeration of the various qualities.which 
Cicero * 1 assigns to different nations, as their dis¬ 
tinguishing characteristics, he declares that of the 
Carthaginians to be craft, skill, address, industry, 
cunning, cnlliditas; which doubtless appeared in war, 
but was still more conspicuous in the rest of their 
conduct, and this was joined to another quality that 
bears a very near relation to it, and is still less re- 
utable. Craft and cunning lead naturally to lying, 
uplicity and breach of faith; and these, by accus¬ 
toming the mind insensibly to be less scrupulous with 
regard to the choice of the means for compassing its 
designs, prepare it for the basest frauds ana the most 
perfidious actions. This was also one of the charac¬ 
teristics of the Carthaginians; 2 and it was so noto¬ 
rious, that to signify any remarkable dishonesty it was 
usual to call it Punic faith, Jides Punica; and to de¬ 
note a knavish, deceitful disposition , no expression was 
thought more proper and emphatical tnan this, a 
Carthaginian disposition , Punicum ingenium. 

An excessive thirst for amassing wealth, and an 
inordinate love of gain, generally gave occasion in 
Carthage to the committing base and unjust actions. 
One single example will prove this. During a truce, 
granted bv Scipio to the earnest entreaties of the 
Carthaginians, some Roman vessels, being driven by 
a storm on the coasts of Carthage, were seized by 
order of the senate and people, 3 who could not suffer 
so tempting a prey to escape them. They were re¬ 
solved to get money, though the manner of acquiring 
it were ever so scandalous. The inhabitants of Car¬ 
thage, even in St. Austin’s time (as that Father in¬ 
forms us), showed, on a particular occasion, that they 
still retained part of this characteristic. 4 

But these were not the only blemishes and faults 


* Q,uam volumus licet ipsi nos amemus, tamen nec nume- 
ro Hispanos, nec robore Gallos, nec calliditate Pcenos, &c. sed 
pietate ac religione, &c. omnes gentes natioresque superav- 
imus. De Aru$p. Resp. n. 19. 

* Carthaginenses fraudulent! ct mendaccs—muliisetva- 
riis mernatorum advenarumque sermonibus ad studium fal- 
Jendi qusestus cupidiiate vocabantur. Cie. orat. ii. in Rull, 
n. 94. 

* Magistrate senatum vocare, populus in curiae vestibu- 
lo fremere, nc tanta ex oculis manibusque amitteretur 
prseda. Conscnsum est ut, &c. Liv. 1. xxx. n. 24. 

4 A mountebank had promised the citizens of Carthage 
to discover to them iheir most secret thoughts, in case they 
wuuld come, on a day appointed, to hear him. Being ail 
met, he told them, they were desirous to buy cbcap'antl 
sell dear. Every man’s conscience pleaded guilty to the 
charge; and ihe mountebank was dismissed with applause 
and laughter. Vili vultU cmcrc, ct care vcndcrc; in quo 
dicto leyissimi sccnici omnex tamen conscientiax inveuemnt 
suas, eiqiic vera et tamen improves a diccnti admirabili fa- 
vore plauserunt. S. August. F. xiii. de Trinit. c.3. 


of the Carthaginians. 5 They had something austere 
and savage in their disposition and genius, a haughty 
and imperious air, a sort of ferocity, which in the 
first transports of passion, was dead* to both reason 
aud remonstrances, and plunged brutally into the ut¬ 
most excesses of violence. The people, cowardly 
and grovelling under apprehensions, were proud ana 
cruel in their transports: at the same time that they 
trembled under their magistrates, they were dreaded 
in their turn by their miserable vassals. In this we 
see the difference which education makes between 
one nation and another. The Athenians, whose city 
was always considered as the centre of learning 
were naturally jealous of their authority, and difficult 
to govern; but still, a fund of good nature and bu 
inanity made them compassionate the misfortunes ot 
others, and be indulgent to the errors of their leaders. 

. Cleon one day desired the assembly, in which he pre¬ 
sided, to break up, because, as he told them, he had 
a sacrifice to offer, and friends to entertain. The 
people only laughed at the request, and immediately 
separated. Such a liberty, says Plutarch, at Car¬ 
thage, would have cost a man his life. 

Livy 6 makes a like reflection with regard to Te- 
rentius Varro. That general, on his return to Rome 
after the battle of Cannae, which had been lost by' hia 
ill conduct, was met by persons of all orders of the 
state, at some distance from Rome; and thanked by 
them, for his not having despaired of the common¬ 
wealth; who, says the historian, had he been a ge¬ 
neral of the Carthaginians must have expected the 
most severe punishment: Cui, si Carthaginensium, 
ductorfuisset , nihil recusandum svpplicii foret. In¬ 
deed, a court was established at Carthage, where the 
generals were obliged to give an account of their 
conduct; and they all were made responsible for the 
events of the war. Ill success was punished there 
as a crime against the state; and whenever a general 
lost a battle, he was almost sure, at his return, of 
ending his life upon a gibbet. Such was the furious, 
cruel, and barbarous disposition of the Carthaginians 
who were always ready to shed the blood of their 
citizens as well as of foreigners. The unheard-of 
tortures which they made Puegulus suffer are a man¬ 
ifest proof of this assertion; and their history will 
furnish us with such instances of it, as are not to be 
read without horror. 


PART II. 

THE HISTORY OF THE CARTHAGINIANS. 

The interval of time between the foundation of 
Carthage and its ruin, included seven hundred years 
and may be divided into two parts. The first, which 
is much the longest and the least known (as is or¬ 
dinary with the beginnings of all states), extends to 
the first Punic war, and takes up five hundred and 
eighty-two years. The second, which ends at the 
destruction of Carthage, contains but a hundred and 
eighteen years. 


CHAPTER I. 

THE FOUNDATION OF CARTHAGE, AND ITS AGGRAN¬ 
DIZEMENT TILL THE TIME OF THE FIRST PUNIC 
WAR. 

CARTHAGE in Africa was a colony from Tyre, the 
most renowned city at that time for commerce in the 
world. Tyre had long before transplanted into that 
country another colony, which built Utica, 7 made fa¬ 
mous by the death of the second Cato, who for this 
reason is generally called Cato Uticensis. 


5 Flut. tie gen. Rep. p. 799. 6 Lib. xxii. n. Gl. 

i Utica et Carthago , amhm inclytcr, amice a Phanicilni 

condita; ilia foat Cafonis insignis ., here suo. Pompon. Mel. 

3. G7. Utica and Carthage, both famous, and both built by 

Phoenicians ; the first renowned by Cato’s fate, the last by 

its owu. 
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Authors disag-ree very much with regard to the aera 
of the foundation of Carthage. 1 It is a difficult 
matter, and not very material, to reconcile them; at 
least, agreeably to the plan laid down by me, it is 
sufficient to know, within a few years, the time in 
which that city was built. 

Carthage existed a little above seven hundred 
years. 2 It was destroyed under the consulate of Cn. 
Lentulus, and L. Mummius, the 603d year of Rome, 
3859th of the world, and 145 before Christ. The 
foundation of it may therefore he fixed in the year of 
the world 3158, when Joash was king of Judah, 98 
years before the building of Rome, and 846 before 
our Saviour. 

The foundation of Carthage is ascribed to Elisa; 
a Tyrian princess, better known by the name of Dido. 3 
Ithobal, kingofTyre, and father of the famous Jezebel, 
called in Scripture Ethbaal, was her great grand fa¬ 
ther. She married her near relation Acerbas, called 
otherwise Sicharbas and Sichaeus, an extremely rich 
prince, and Pygmalion, king of Tyre, was her brother. 
This prince having put Sichoeus to death, in order 
that he might have an opportunity of seizing his im¬ 
mense wealth, Dido eluded the cruel avarice of her 
brother, by withdrawing secretly with all her dead 
husband’s treasures. After having long wandered, 
she at last landed on the coast of the Mediterranean, 
in the gulf where Utica stood, and in the country of 
Africa, properly so called, distant almostfifteen miles 4 * 
from Tunis, so* famous at this time for its corsairs, 
and there settled with her few followers, after having 
purchased some lands from the inhabitants of the 
country. 

Many of the neighbouring people, invited by the 
prospect of lucre, repaired tnither to sell to these 
new comers the necessaries of life; and shortly after 
incorporated themselves with them. These inhabi¬ 
tants, who had been thus gathered from different 
places, soon grew very numerous. The citizens of 
Utica, considering them as their countrymen, and as 
descended from tne sameconunon stock, deputed en¬ 
voys with very considerable presents, and exhorted 
them to build a city in the place where they had first 
settled. The natives of the country, from the esteem 
and respect frequently shown to strangers, did as 
much on their part. Thus all things conspiring with 
Dido’s views, she built her city, which was charged 
with the payment of an annual tribute to the Africans 
for the ground it stood upon: and called Carthada, 
6 or Carthage, a name that in the Phoenician and 
Hebrew tongues (which have a great affinity) signi¬ 
fies the New City. It is said, that when the founda¬ 
tions were dug, a horse’s head was found, which was 
thought a good omen, and a presage of the future 
warlike genius of that people, 6 

This princess was afterwards courted by Iarbas, 
king of Getulia, and threatened with a war in case 
of refusal. Dido, who had bound herself by an oath 


* Our countryman i/bo'cZendcavours to reconcile the three 
different accounts ot‘ the foundation of Carthage, in the fol¬ 
lowing manner. He says, that the town consisted of three 
parts, viz. Cothon, or the Port and buildings adjoining to it, 
which he supposes to have been first built ; Megara, built 
next, and, in respect to Coilion, ealled the New Town, or 
ICathada; and Byrsa, or the citadel, built last of all, and 
probably by Dido. 

Cothon, to agree with Appian, was built fifty years before 
the taking of Troy ; Megara, to correspond with Eusebias, 
was built a hundred and ninety-four years later; Byrsa, to 
agree with Menander (cited by Josephus), was built a hun¬ 
dred and sixty-six years ufter Megara. 

a Liv. Epit. 1. ii. 

3 Justin. 1 xviii. c. 4—G. App. de bello Pnn. p. 1. Strab. 
1. xvii. p. 832. Patere.l. i. c. 6. 

* 120 3tadia. Strab. 1- xiv. p. 687. 

‘ Kartha Hadath, or Hadtha. 

s Eftbdere Inco signum, quod Tegia Juno 

Monstrarat, caput aerisequi; nam sie fore bello 
Egrogiam, et laeilem vietu per sccnla gerrtem. 

Virg. J£,n. 1. i. 447. 

The Tyrians landing near this holy ground. 

And digging here, a prosperous omen found : 

From under earth a courser's head they Grc-w, 

Their growth and future fortune to foreshow. 

This fated sign th r foundress Juno gave, 

Of a soil fruitful, ...id a people brave. Drydcn. 


not to consent to a second marriage, being incapable 
of violating the faith she had sworn to Sichasus, de¬ 
sired time for deliberation, and for appeasing the 
manes of her first husband by sacrifice. Having 
therefore ordered a pile to be raised, she ascended it; 
and drawing out a dagger which she had concealed 
under her robe, stabbed herself with it. 7 

Virgil has made a great alteration in this history, 
by supposing that iEneas, his hero, was contemporary 
with Dido, though there was an interval of near 
three centuries between the one and the other; Car¬ 
thage being built three hundred years after the 
destruction of Troy. This liberty is very excusable 
in a poet, who is not tied to the scrupulous accuracy 
of an historian; and we admire, with great reason, 
the judgment which he has shown in his plan, when, 
to interest the Romans (for whom he wrote) in his 
subject, he has the art of introducing into it the im¬ 
placable hatred which subsisted between Carthage and 
Rome, and ingeniously deduces the original of it from 
the very remote foundation of those two rival cities. 

Carthage, whose beginnings, as we have observed, 
were very weak at first, grew larger by insensible 
degrees, in the country where it was founded. But 
its dominion was not long confined to Africa. This 
ambitious city extended her conquests into Eurppe. 
invaded Sardinia, made herself mistress of a great 
part of Sicily, and reduced to her subjection almos* 
the whole of Spain; and having sent out powerful 
colonics into all quarters, enjoyed the empire of the 
seas for more than six hundred years; and formed a 
state which was able to dispute pre-eminence with 
the greatest empires of the world, by her wealth, her 
commerce, her numerous armies, her formidable 
fleets, and, above all, by the courage and ability of 
her captains. The dates and circumstances of many 
of these conquests are little known. 1 shall take 
but a transient notice of them, in order to enable my 
readers to form some idea of the countries, which will 
be often mentioned in the course of this history. 

Co?iquests of the Carthaginians in Africa . 

The first wars made by the Carthaginians, were to 
free themselves from the annual tribute which they 
had engaged to pay the Africans, for the territory 
which had been ceded to them. 8 This conduct does 
them no honour, as the settlement was granted them 
upon condition of their paying a tribute. One would 
be apt to imagine, that they were desirous of cover¬ 
ing the obscurity of their original, by abolishing this 
proof of it. But they were not successful on this 
occasion. The Africans had justice on their side, and 
they prospered accordingly; the war being terminat¬ 
ed by the payment of the tribute. 

The Carthaginians afterwards carried their arms 
against the Moors and Numidians, and gained many 
conquests over both. 9 Being now emboldened by 
these happy successes, they shook oft' entirely the 
tribute which gave them so much uneasiness, 10 and 
possessed themselves of a great part of Africa. 


■» The story, as it is told more at large in Justin (1. xviii. 
e. 6.), is this: Iarbas, king of the Mauritanians, sending 
for ten of the principal Carthaginians, demanded Dido in 
marriage, threatening to declare war against her in case of 
a refusal; the ambassadors being afraid to deliver the 
message of Iarhas, told her (with Punic honesty) that he 
tcanted to have some person sent him , who was capable of 
civilizing- and. polishing himself and his Africans; but that 
there was vo possibility of finding any Carthaginian , who 
would be willing to quit his native place and kindred,for the 
conversation of Barbarians, who were as savage as the wild¬ 
est beasts. Here the queen, with indignation, interrupting 
them, and asking, if they were not ashamed to refuse living in 
any manner which might be beneficial to their country , to 
which they owed even their lives? they then delivered tho 
king’s message, and bid her set them a pattern , and sacrifice 
herself to her country's welfare. Dido being thus ensnared, 
called on Sichaius with tears and lamenlations, and answer¬ 
ed, that she would go where the fate, of her city called her . 
At the expiraiion of three mouths, she ascended the fatal 
pile; and with her la-'l breath told the spectators, that she 
was joing to her husband, as they had ordered her. 
s Justin. 1. xix. c. 1. » lb. cap. 2. 

Afri compulsi stipendium urbis condilte Carthagincc- 
sibus remitieie. Justin. 1. xix. c. 2. 
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About this time there arose a great dispute between 
Carthage and Cyrene, on the subject of their respec¬ 
tive limits. 1 Cyrene was a very powerful city, situated 
on the Mediterranean, towards the greater Syrtis, s 
and had been built by Battus, the Lacedaemonian. 1 
It was “agreed on each side, that two young men 1 
should set out at the same time, from either city; < 
and that the place of their meeting should be the < 
common boundary of both states. The Carthagi- i 
nians (these were two brothers named Philoeni) made 1 
the most haste, and their antagonists pretending ] 
that foul play had been used, and that the two i 
brothers had set'out before the time appointed, re¬ 
fused to stand to the agreement, unless the two 
brothers (to remove all suspicion of unfair dealing) 
would consent to be buried alive in the place where 
they had met. They acquiesced with the proposal; 
and the Carthaginians erected on the spot, two altars 
to their memories, and paid them divine honours in 
their city; and from that time the place was called 
the altars of the Philoeni, Aroe Philaenorum, 2 and 
served as the boundary of the Carthaginian empire, 
which extended from thence to the pillars of Hercules. 

Conquests of the Carthaginians in Sardinia , SfC. 
History does not inform us exactly, either of the 
time when the Carthaginians entered Sardinia, or of 
the manner in which they got possession of it. This 
island was of great use to them; 3 and, during all 
their wars, supplied them abundantly with provi¬ 
sions. It is separated from Corsica only by a strait of 
about three leagues in breadth. The metropolis of 
the southern and most fertile, part of it, was Caralis 
or Calaris, now called Cagliari. On the arrival of 
the Carthaginians, the natives withdrew to the moun¬ 
tains in the northern parts of the island, which are 
almost inaccessible, and whence the enemy could not 
dislodge them. 

The Carthaginians seized likewise on the Balearic 
isles, now called Majorca and Minorca. Port Ma¬ 
hon ( Portus Magonis ), in the latter island, was so 
called from Mago, a Carthaginian general, who first 
made use of and fortified it. It is not known who this 
Mago was; 4 but it is very probable that he was 
Hannibal’s brother. This harbour is, at this day, one 
of the most considerable in the Mediterranean. 

These isles furnished the Carthaginians with the 
most expert slingers in the world, who did them great 
service in battles and sieges. 5 They slang large 
stones of above a pound weight; and sometimes 
threw leaden bullets, 6 with so much violence, that 
they would pierce even the strongest helmets, shields, 
and cuirasses; and were so dexterous in their aim, 
that they scarce ever missed the mark. The in¬ 
habitants of these islands were accustomed from their 
infancy to handle the sling; for which purpose their 
mothers placed on the bough of a high tree, the piece 
of bread designed for their children’s breakfast, who 
were not allowed a morsel till they had brought it 
down with their slings. From this practice, these 
islands were called Balleares and Gyranasiee by the 
Greeks; 7 because the inhabitants used to exercise 
themselves so early in slinging of stones. 8 

Conquests of the Carthaginians in Spain. 

Before I enter on the relation of these conquests, I 
think it proper to give my readers some idea of Spain. 

» Sallust de bello Jugurth. n. 77. Valer. Max. 1. v. c. 6. 

9 These altars were not standing in Strabo’s lime. Some 
geographers think Arcadia to he the city which was an¬ 
ciently called Philamorurn Araj; but others believe it was 
Naina or Tain, situated a little west of Arcadia, in the gulf 
of Sidra. 

a St rah. 1. v. p. 024. Diod. 1. v. p. 28G. 

* Liv. 1. xxviii. n. 37. 

* Diod. 1. v. p. 298. and 1. six. p.742. Liv. loco citato. 

« Liqurscit crcussa glans fun da, et attritu aeris , velut 

igne, distill at ; i. e. The hall, when thrown from the sling, 
dissolves; and, by the friction of the air, runs as if it was 
melted Lv fire, Scree. J.'at. Quest. 1. ii. o. 57. 

t S:rab. I. iii. p. 3G7. 

8 Borkart 'derives the name of these islands from two 

Phoenician words, P.EBl-jare, or master of the art of sling¬ 

ing. This strong’hen? the authority cf Strabo, viz. that 

the inhabitants learned their art from the Phcenicians, who 
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Spain is divided into three parts, Boetica, Lusitania, 
Tarraconensis. 9 

Boetica, so called from the river Bcetis, 10 was the 
southern division of it, and comprehended the present 
kingdom of Grenada, Andalusia, part of New Cas¬ 
tile, and Estremadura. Cadiz, called by the ancients 
Gades and Gadira, is a town situated in a small island 
of the same name, on the western coast of Andalusia, 
about nine leagues from Gibraltar. It is well known, 11 
that Hercules, having extended his conquests to th '13 
place, halted, from the supposition that he was come 
- to the extremity of the world. He here erected two 
pillars, as monuments of his victories, pursuant to the 
custom of that age. The place has always retained 
the name, though time has quite destroyed these pil¬ 
lars. Authors are divided in opinion, with regard to 
the place where these pillars were erected. Bcetica 
was the most fruitful, the wealthiest, and most popu¬ 
lous, part of Spain. 12 It contained two hundred cities, 
and was inhabited by the Turdetani, or Turduli. On 
the banks of the Bcetis stood three large cities; Cas- 
tnlo, towards the source; Corduba lower down, the 
native place df Lucan and the two Senecas; lastly, 
Hispales. 13 

Lusitania is bounded on the west by the Ocean, on 
the north by the river Durius, 14 and on the south by 
the river Anas. 15 Between these two rivers is the 
Tagus. Lusitania was what is now called Portugal, 
with part of Old and New Castile. 

Tarraconensis comprehended the rest of Spain, that 
is, the kingdoms of Murcia and Valentia, Catalonia, 
Arragon, Navarre, Biscay, the Asturias, Gallicia, the 
kingdom of Leon, and the greatest part of the two 
Castiles. Tarraco, 16 a very considerable city, gave its 
name to this part of Spain. Pretty near it lay Bar- 
cino. 17 Its name gives rise to the conjecture, that it 
was built by Hamilcar, surnamed Barca, father of the 
great Hannibal. The most renowned nations of 
Tarraconensis were, the Celtiberi, beyond the river 
Iberus; 18 the Cantabri, where Biscay now lies; the 
Carpetani, whose capital was Toledo; the Oretani, 
&c. 

Spam, abounding with mines of gold and silver, 
and peopled with a martial race of men, had sufficient 
to excite both the avarice and ambition of the Cartha¬ 
ginians, who were more of a mercantile than of a 
warlike disposition, from the very genius and constitu¬ 
tion of their republic. They doubtless knew that 
their Phoenician ancestors (as Diodorus 19 relates), 
taking advantage of the happy ignorance of the 
Spaniards, w r ith regard to the immense riches which 
were hid in the bowels of their lands, first took from 
them these precious treasures, in exchange for com¬ 
modities of little value. They likewise foresaw, that if 
they could once subdue this country, it would furnish 
them abundantly with well-disciplined troops for the 
conquest of other nations, as actually happened. 

The occasion of the Carthaginians first landing in 
Spain, was to assist the inhabitants of Cadiz, who 


were once their masters. £$svJ«viiTee» x^httqi \iy ovtxi — 
Izotov <t>oi'v»x£j xxt£o-%gv Ti; And this is still more 

probable, when we consider that both the Hebrews and 
Phcenicians excelled in this art. The Balearian slings would 
annoy an enemy either near at hand, or at a distance. Ev¬ 
ery slinger carried three of them in war. One hung from 
the neck, a second from the waist, and a third was enrried 
in the hand. To this, give me leave to add two more ob¬ 
servations (foreign indeed to the present purpose, but rela¬ 
ting to these islands), which I hope will not be unentertain¬ 
ing to the reader. The first is, that these islands were once 
so infested with rabbits, that the inhabitants of it applied to 
Rome, either for aid against them, or otherwise desired hew 
habitations, £x3xXA.6G'ifcei tSv Cdnov toOtc those 

creatures having ejected them out of their old ones Vide 
Strab. Plin. 1. viii. c. 55. The second observation is, that 
these islanders were not only expert slingers, but likewiso 
excellent swimmers; which they are to this day, by the tes¬ 
timony of our countryman, Biddulpli, who, in his travels 
informs us, that being becalmed near these islands, a woman 
swam to him ouL of one of them, with a basket of fruit to 
sell. 

» Clover, 1. ii. c. 2. 10 Ouadalqniver. 

n Strabo, 1. iii. p. 371. 12 Ibid. p. 332—142 

13 Seville. li Douro. 15 Guadinnn. 

15 Tarragona. 11 Barcelona. 

18 Ebro." 19 Lib. v. p. 312. 
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were invaded by the Spaniards. 1 That city was a 
colony from Tyre, as well as Utica and Carthage, and 
even more ancient than either of them. The Tyrians 
having built it, established there the worship of Her¬ 
cules; and erected, in his honour, a magnificent tem¬ 
ple, which became famous in after-ages. The success 
of this first expedition of the Carthaginians made 
them desirous of carrying their arms into Spain. 

It is not exactly known in what period they entered 
Spain, nor how far they extended their first conquests. 
It is probable that these were slow in the beginning, 
as the Carthaginians had to do with very warlike na¬ 
tions, who defended themselves with great resolution 
and courage. Nor could they ever have accomplished 
their design, as Strabo 2 observes, had the Spaniards 
(united in a body) formed but one state, and mutually 
assisted one another. But as every district, every 
people, were entirely detached from tneir neighbours, 
and had not the least correpondence nor connection 
with them, the Carthaginians were forced to subdue 
them one after another. This circumstance occa¬ 
sioned, on one hand, the loss of Spain; but on the 
other, protracted the war, and made the conquest of 
the country much more difficult. 3 Accordingly it has 
been observed, that though Spain was the first pro¬ 
vince which the Romans invaded on the continent, it 
was the last they subdued; 4 and was not entirely 
subjected to their power, till after having made a 
vigorous opposition for upwards of 200 years. 

It appears from the accounts given by Polybius and 
Livy, of the wars of Harnilcar, Asdrubal, and Han¬ 
nibal, in Spain, which will soon be mentioned, that 
the arms of the Carthaginians had not made any 
considerable progress in that country before that pe¬ 
riod, and that the greatest part of Spain was then 
unconquered. But in twenty years’ time they com¬ 
pleted the conquest of almost the whole country. 

At the time that Hannibal set out for Italy, 5 ail the 
coast of Africa, from the Phikenorum Arce, by the 
great Syrtis to the pillars of Hercules, was subject to 
the Carthaginians. Passing through the straits, they 
had conquered all the western coast of Spain, along the 
ocean, as far as the Pyrenean hills. The coast which 
lies on the Mediterranean, had been almost wholly 
subdued by them; and it was there they had built 
Carthagena; and they were masters of all the coun¬ 
try, as far as the river Iberus, which bounded their 
dominions. Such was, at that time, the extent of 
their empire. In the centre of the country, some na¬ 
tions had indeed held out against all their efforts and 
could not be subdued by them. 

Conquests of the Carthaginians in Sicily. 

The wars which the Carthaginians carried on in 
Sicily are more known. I shall here relate those which 
were waged from the reign of Xerxes, who first 
rompteef the Carthaginians to carry their arms into 
icily, till the first Punic war. This period includes 
near two hundred and twenty years; viz r. from the 
year of the world 3520 to 3733. At the breaking 
out of these wars, Syracuse, the most considerable as 
well as most powerful city of Sicily, had invested 
Gelon, Hiero, and Thrasybulus (three brothers who 
succeeded one another) with the sovereign power. 
After their deaths, a democracy or popular govern¬ 
ment was established in that city, and subsisted above 
sixty years. From this time the two Dionysiuses, 
Timoleon and Agathocles, bore the sway ia Syracuse. 
Pyrrhus was afterwards invited into Sicily, but he 
kept possession of it only a few years. Sucn was the 
government of Sicily during the wars of which I am 
going to treat. They will give us great light with 
regard to the power of the Carthaginians, at the time 
that they began to be engaged in war with the Romans. 

Sicily is the largest and most considerable island in 


| » Justin. 1. xliv. e. 5. Diod. 1. v. p. 309. * Lib. iii. p. 358. 

s Such a division of Britain retarded, and at the same 
time facilitated, the conquest of it to the Romans. Dum 
tinguli pvgnatit, universi vincuntur. Tacit. 

■* Hispania, prima Romanis inita Provinciarum, quee 
quideru continentis sint, postrenm omnium perdoraita cat. 
Liv , 1. xxviii. n. 12. 5 p 0 lyb. 1. iii. p. 192. 1. i. p. 9. 


the Mediterranean. It is of a triangular form, and 
for that reason was called Trinacria and Triquetra. 
The eastern side, which faces the Ionian or Grecian 
sea, extends from cape Pachynum 6 to Pelorum. 7 
The most celebrated cities on this coast are Syracuse, 
Taurominium and Messana. 8 The northern coast, 
which looks towards Italy, reaches from cape Pelorum 
to cape Lilybamm. 9 * The most noted cities on this 
coast are Myke, Himera, Panormus, Eryx, Motya, 
Lilybaeum. 19 The southern coast, which lies opposite 
to Africa, extends from cape Lilybamm to Pachynum. 
The most remarkable cities on this coast are Selinus, 
Agrigentum, 11 Gela, and Camarina. This island is 
separated from Italy by a strait, which is not more 
than a mile and a half over, and called the Faro or 
strait of Messina, from its contiguity to that city. 
The passage from Lilybaeum to Africa is but 1500 fur¬ 
longs, 12 that is, about seventy-five leagues. 

The period in which the Cartha- 

inians first carried their arms into A. M. 3501. 

icily is not exactly known. 13 All A. Carth. 343. 
we are certain of is, that they were Rome, 244. 
already possessed of some part of Ant. J. C. 503. 
it, at the time that they entered into 
a treaty with the Romans; the same year that the 
kings were expelled, and consuls appointed in their 
room, viz. twenty-eight years before Xerxes invaded 
Greece. This treaty, which is the first wc find men¬ 
tioned to have been made between these two nations, 
speaks of Africa and Sardinia as possessed by the 
Carthaginians; whereas the conventions with regard 
to Sicily, relate only to those ports of the island which 
were subject to them. By tnis treaty it is expressly 
stipulated, that neither the Romans nor their allies 
shall sail beyond the Fair Promontory, 14 which was 
very near Carthage; and that such merchants, as 
shall resort to this city for traffic, shall pay only 
certain duties which are settled in it. 15 

It appears by the same treaty, that the Carthaginians 
were particularly careful to exclude the Romans from 
all the' countries subject to them; as well as from the 
knowledge of what was transacting in them; as though 
the Cartnaginians, even at that time, had taken um¬ 
brage at the rising power of the Romans; and already 
harboured in their breasts the secret seeds of that 
jealousy and distrust, that were one day to burst out 
in long and cruel wars, and a mutual hatred and ani¬ 
mosity, which nothing could extinguish but the ruin 
of one of the contending powers. 

Some years after the conclusion of 
this first treaty, the Carthaginians A, M. 3520. 
made an alliance with Xerxes, king And J.C. 434. 
of Persia. 16 This prince, who aimed 
at nothing less than the total extirpation of the Greeks, 
whom he considered as his irreconcilable enemies, 
thought it would be impossible for him to succeed 
in his enterprise without the assistance of Carthage, 
whose power was formidable even at that time. The 
Carthaginians, who always kept in view the design 
they entertained of seizing upon the remainder of Si¬ 
cily, greedily snatched the favourable opportunity 
which now presented itself for their completing the 
reduction of it. A treaty was therefore concluded; 
wherein it was agreed, that the Carthaginians were 
to invade, with all their forces, those Greeks who 
were settled in Sicily and Italy, whilst Xerxes should 
march in person against Greece itself. 


e Fassaro. 7 II Faro, 

8 [Now called Saragosa, Taormina and Messina. Sar- 

agosa is now a place of little or no importance, and was 

almost entirely destroyed in the great earthquake of 3693.] 

8 Cape Boco. 

10 [The city of Lilybseum ia now called Marsala.] 

u [Now Girgenti, still a neat and strong town, and the 

see of a Bishop Suffragan of Palermo. It was ruined by the 

Saracens, in the tenth century, after a long and vigorous de¬ 
fence.] Strabo, 1. vi. p. 267. 

13 Polyb. 1. iii. p. 245, et seq. edit. Gronov. 

14 The reason of this restraint, according to Polybius was, 
the unwillingness of the Carthaginians lo let the Romans 

have any knowledge of the countries which lay more to the 
south, in order that this enterprising people might not heoj 
of their fertility. Polyb. 1. iii. p. 247. edit. Gronov. 

is Folyb. 1. iii. p. 246. * 5 Diod. 1. xi. p. 1.16. 22. 
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The preparations for this war lasted three 3 -ears. 
The land army amounted to no less than three hun¬ 
dred thousand men. The fleet consisted of two thou¬ 
sand ships of war, and upwards of three thousand 
email vessels of burden. Hamilcar, the most expe¬ 
rienced captain of his a^e, sailed from Carthage with 
this formidable army. lie landed at Palermo , 1 and, 
after refreshing his troops, he marched against Hi- 
mera, a city not far distant from Palermo, and laid 
siege to it. Theron, who commanded in it, seeing 
himself very much straitened, sent to Gelon, who had 
possessed himself of Syracuse. He flew immediately 
to his relief, with fifty thousand foot and five thousand 
horse. His arrival infused new courage into the be¬ 
sieged, who, from that time, made a very vigorous 
delence. 

Gelon was an able warrior, and excelled in strata- 
ems. A courier was brought to him, who had been 
espatched from Selinus, a city of Sicily, with a letter 
for Hamilcar, to inform him of the day when he might 
expect the cavalry which he had demanded of them. 
Gelon drew out an equal number of his own troops, 
and sent them ijrom his camp about the time agreed 
On. These being admitted into the enemy’s camp, 
as coming from Selinus, rushed upon Hamilcar, killed 
him, and set fire to his ships. In this critical con¬ 
juncture, Gelon attacked, with all his forces, the Car¬ 
thaginians, who at first made a gallant resistance. 
But when the news of their general’s death was 
brought them, and they saw all their fleet in ablaze, 
their courage failed them, and they fled. And now 
a dreadful slaughter ensued: upwards of a hundred 
and fifty thousand being slain. The rest of the army, 
having retired to a place where they w'ere in want of 
every thing, could not make a long defence, and were 
forced to surrender at discretion. This battle was 
fought the very day of the famous action of Thermo¬ 
pylae, in which three hundred Spartans , 2 with the 
sacrifice of their lives, disputed Xerxes’s entrance 
into Greece. 

When the sad news was brought to Carthage of 
the entire defeat of the army, consternation, grief, and 
despair, threw the whole city into such a confusion 
and alarm as are not to be expressed. It was ima¬ 
gined that the enemy was already at the gates. The 
Carthaginians, great reverses of fortune, always 
losttheircourage, and sunk into the opposite extreme. 
Immediately they sent a deputation to Gelon, by 
which they desired peace upon any terms. He heard 
their envoys with great humanity. The complete vic¬ 
tory he had gained, so far from making him haughty 
and untractable, had only increased his modesty and 
clemency even towards the enemy. He therefore 
granted them a peace, without any other condition, 
than their paying two thousand talents 3 * * towards the 
expense of the war. He likewise required them to 
build two temples, where the treaty of this peace 
should he deposited, and exposed at all times to public 
view. The Carthaginians did not think this a dear 
purchase of a peace that was so absolutely necessary 
to their affairs, and which they hardly durst hope for. 
Gisgo, the son of Hamilcar, pursuant to the unjust 
Custom of the Carthaginians, of ascribing to the gene¬ 
ral the ill success of a war, and making him bear the 
blame of it, was punished for his father’s misfortune, 
and sent into banishment. He passed the remainder 
of his days at Selinus, a city of Sicily. 

Gelon, on his return to Syracuse, convened the 
eople, and invited all the citizens to appear under 
rms. He himself entered the assembly, unarmed 
and without his guards, and there gave an account 
of the whole conduct of his life. His speech met with 
nootherinterruption than the public testimonies which 
were given him of gratitude and admiration. So far 
from being treated as a tyrant, and the oppressor of 
his country’s liberty, he was considered as its bene¬ 


1 This city is called in Latin Panormus. 

a Besides the 300 Spartans, the Thespians, a people of 
Bccotia, to the number of 700, fought and died with Leonidas 
in this memorable battle. Herod. I. vii. c. 202—222. 

3 An Attic silver talent, according to Dr. Bernard, is20GZ. 

Ss.; consequently, 2000 talents is 412,500Z. 
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factor and deliverer; all, with a unanimous voice, pro¬ 
claimed him king; and the crown was bestowed, after 
his death, on his two brothers. 

After the memorable defeat of the 
Athenians before Syracuse,* where A. M. 3592. 
Nicias perished with his whole fleet, A. Carth. 434. 
the Segestans, who had declared in A. Horn, 336. 
favour of the Athenians against the Ant. J. C. 412. 
Syracusans, tearing the resentment 
of their enemies, and being attacked by the inhabi¬ 
tants of Selinus, implored the aid of tire Carthaginians, 
and put themselves and city under their protection. 
At Carthage, the people debated some time, what 
course it would be. proper for them to take, the affair 
meeting with great difficulties. On one hand, the 
Carthaginians were very desirous to possess them¬ 
selves of a city which lay so convenient for them; on 
the other, they dreaded the power and forces of Syra¬ 
cuse, wffiich had so lately cut to pieces a numerous 
army of the Athenians; and become, by so shining a 
victory, more formidable than ever. At last, the lust 
of empire prevailed, and the Segestans were promised 
succours. 

The conduct of this war was committed to Hanni¬ 
bal, who at that time w r as invested with the highest 
dignity of the state, being one of the Sufletes. Ifts 
was grandson to Hamilcar, who had been defeated 
by Gelon, and killed before Ilimera, and son to Gisgo 
who had been condemned to exile. He left Carthage, 
animated with an ardent desire of revenging his fa¬ 
mily and country, and of wiping away the disgrace of 
the last defeat. He had a very great army as well as 
fleet under his command. He landed at a place called 
the Well of Lily bamm, which gave its name to a city 
afterwards built on the same spot. His first enter¬ 
prise was the siege of Selinus. The attack and de¬ 
fence were equally vigorous, the very women showing 
a resolution and bravery above their sex. The citv, 
after making a long resistance, was taken by storin, 
and the plunder of it abandoned to the soldiers. The 
victor exercised the most horrid cruelties, without 
showing the least regard to either age or sex. He 
permitted such inhabitants as had fled, to continue in 
the city’- after it had been dismantled; and to till the 
lands, on condition of their paying a tribute to the 
Carthaginians. This city had been built two hundred 
and forty two years. 

Himeva, which he next besieged and took likewise 
by storm, after being more cruelly treated than Seli¬ 
nus, was entirely razed, two hundred and forty years 
after its foundation. He forced three thousand pri¬ 
soners to undergo every kind of ignominious punish¬ 
ments; and at last murdered them all on the very 
spot where his grandfather had been killed by Gelon’s 
cavalry, to appease and satisfy his manes by the blood 
of these unhappy victims. 

These expeditions being ended, Hannibal returned 
to Carthage, on which occasion the whole city came 
out to meet him, and received him amidst tke most 
joyful acclamations. 

These successes reinflamed the desire , 6 and revived 
the design, which the Carthaginians had ever enter¬ 
tained of making themselves masters of the whole of 
Sicily. Three years after, they appointed Hannibal 
their general a second time; and on his pleading his 
great age, and refusing the command of this war, they 
gave him for lieutenant, Imilco,son of Hanno, of the 
same family. The preparations for this war were pro- 

ortioned to the great design which the Carthaginians 

ad formed. The fleet and array were soon ready, 
and set out for Sicily. The number of their forces, 
according to Timaeus, amounted to above six score 
thousand; and according to Ephorus, to three hun¬ 
dred thousand men. The enemy, on their side, were 
prepared to give the Carthaginians a warm reception. 
The Syracusans had sent to all their allies, in order to* 
levy forces among them; and to all the cities of Sicily, 
to exhort them to exert themselves vigorously in de¬ 
fence of their liberties. 

Agrigentum expected to feel the first fury of the 


« Diod. 1. xiii. p. 1G9—171. 170—1S6. 

« Id. 1. xiii. p. 201-203; 20G-211; 220-231. 
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enemy. This city was prodigiously rich , * 1 and strongly 
fortified. It was situated, as was also Selinus, on that 
coast of Sicily which faces Africa. Accordingly, Hau- 
nibal opened the campaign with the siege of this city. 
Imagining that it was impregnable except on one side, 
he directed his whole force to that quarter. He threw 
up banks and terraces as high as the walls; and made 
use, on this occasion, of the rubbish and fragments of 
the tombs standing round the city, which he had de¬ 
molished, for that purpose. Soon after, the plague 
infected the army, and swept away a great number of 
the soldiers, and the general himself. The Cartha¬ 
ginians interpreted this disaster as a punishment in¬ 
flicted by the gods, who revenged in this manner the 
injuries done to the dead, whose ghosts many fancied 
they had seen stalking before them in the night. No 
more tombs were therefore demolished, prayers were 
ordered to be made according to the practice of Car¬ 
thage; a child was sacrificed to Saturn, in compliance 
with a most inhuman superstitious custom; and many 
victims were thrown into the sea, in honour of Nep¬ 
tune. 

The besieged, who at first had gained several ad¬ 
vantages, were at last so pressed by famine, that all 
hopes of relief seeming desperate, they resolved to 
abandon the city. The following night was fixed on 
for this purpose. The reader will naturally image 
to himself the grief with which these miserable people 
must be seized, on their being forced to leave their 
houses, their rich possessions, and their country; hut 
life wa 3 still dearer to them than all these. Never 
was a more melancholy spectacle seen. To omit the 
rest, a crowd of women, bathed in tears, were seen 
dragging after them their helpless infants, in order to 
secure them from the brutal fury of the victor. But 
the most grievous circumstance was, the necessity 
they were under of leaving behind them the aged and 
sick, who were unable either to fly or to make the 
least resistance. The unhappy exiles arrived at Gela, 
which was the nearest city, and there received all the 
comforts they could expect in the deplorable condition 
to which they were reduced. 

In the mean time, Imilco entered the city; and 
murdered all who were found in it. The plunder 
was immensely rich, and such as might be expected 
from one of the most opulent cities of Sicily, which 
contained two hundred thousand inhabitants, and 
had never been besieged, nor consequently plundered 
before. A numberless multitude of pictures, vases, and 
statues of all kinds, were found here; the citizens 
having an exquisite taste for the polite arts. Among 
other curiosities was the famous bull 2 of Phalaris, 
which was sent to Carthage. 

The siege of Agrigentum had lasted eight months. 
Imilco made his forces take up their winter-quarters 
in it, to give them the necessary refreshments; and 
left this city (after laying it entirely in ruins) in the 
beginning of the spring. He afterwards besieged 
Gela, and took it, notwithstanding the succours which 
were brought by Dionysius the tyrant, who had seized 
upon the government of Syracuse. Imilco ended the 
war by a treaty with Dionysius. The conditions of 

t Tlie very sepulchral monuments showed the magnifi¬ 
cence and luxury of this city, being adorned with statues of 
l; hds and horses. But the wealth and boundless generosity 
of Gellias, one of its inhabitants, is almost incredible. He 
entertained the people with spectacles and feasts ; and du¬ 
ring a famine, prevented the citizens from dying witli hun¬ 
ger : he gave portions to poor maidens, and rescued the 
unfortunate from want and despair: he had built houses in 
the city and the country, purposely for the accommodation 
of strangers, whom he usually dismissed with handsome 
presents. Five hundred shipwrecked citizens of Gela, ap¬ 
plying to him, were bountifully relieved, and every man 
supplied with a cloak and coat out of his wardrobe. Diod. 

1. xiii. Valcr. Max. 1. iv. c. nit. Empedocles, the philoso¬ 
pher, born in Agrigentum, has a memorable saying con¬ 

cerning his fellow citizens : That the Jigrigentinss squan¬ 

dered their money so excessively every day, as if they expec.t- 
cd it could never be exhausted; and built with such solidity 

and magnificence, as if they thought they should live forever. . 

a This hull, with other spoils here taken, was afterwards 

restored to the AirngenUnes by Seipio, when he took Car¬ 
thago in the third Punic war. Cic. orat. iv. in Vcrrcm. 
c, 33. 


it were, that the Carthaginians, besides their ancient 
; acquisitions in Sicily, should still possess the country 
of the Sicanians , 3 * Selinus, Agrigentum, and Himera; 
as likewise that of Gela and Camarina, with leave 
, for the inhabitants to reside in their respective dis¬ 
mantled cities, on condition of their paying- a tribute 
> to Carthage; that the Leon tines, the Messenians, 
and all the Sicilians, should retain their own laws, 
and preserve their liberty and independence: lastly, 
that the Syracusans should still continue subject to 
f Dionysius. After this treaty was concluded, Imilco 
returned to Carthage, where the plague still made 
dreadful havoc. 

Dionysius 1 had concluded the late 
peace with the Carthaginians with A. M. 3600. 
no other view than to get time to es- A. Carth. 442. 
tablish his new authority, and make A. Rom. 344. 
the necessary preparations for the Ant. J. C. 404. 

: war which he meditated against 
them. As he was very sensible how formidable the 
power of this state was, he used his utmost endea¬ 
vours to enable himself to invade them with success; 
and his design wa9 wonderfully tvell seconded by the 
zeal of his subjects. The lame of this prince, the 
strongdesire he had to distinguish himself, the charms 
of gain, and the propect ot the rewards which he 
promised those who snould show the greatest indus¬ 
try, invited, from all quarters, into Sicily, the most 
able artists and workmen at that time in the world. 
All Syracuse now became in a manner an immense 
workshop, in every part of which men were seen 
making swords, helmets, shields, and military engines, 
and preparing all things necessary for building ship3 
and fitting out fleets. The invention of vessels with 
five benches of oars (or Quinqueremes), was at that 
time very recent; for, till then, those with three alone 5 
had been used. Dionysius animated the workmen by 
his presence, and by the applauses he gave, and the 
bounty which he bestowed seasonably; but chiefly by 
his popular and engaging behaviour, which excited, 
more strongly than any other conduct, the industry 
and ardour of the workmen ; 6 and he frequently allowed 
those of them who most excelled in their respective 
arts the honour to dine with him. 

When all things were ready, and a great number 
of forces had been levied in different countries, he 
called the Syracusans together, laid his design before 
them, and represented to them that the Carthaginian 3 
were the professed enemies to the Greeks; that they 
had no less in view than the invasion of all Sicily; 
the subjecting all the Grecian cities; and that,in case 
their progress was not checked, the Syracusang 
themselves would soon be attacked: that the reason 
why the Carthaginians did not attempt any enterprise, 
and continued inactive, was owing entirely to the 
dreadful havoc made by the plague among them; 
which (he observed) was a favourable opportunity, of 
which the Syracusans ought to take advantage. 
Though the tyranny and the tyrant were equally 
odious to Syracuse, yet the hatred the people bore to 
Carthaginians prevailed over all other considerations; 
and every one, guided more by the views of an interest¬ 
ed policy than by the dictates of justice, received the 
speech with applause. Upon this, without the least 
complaint made, or any declaration of war, Dionysiu 3 
gave up to the fury of the populace, the persons and 
possessions of the Carthaginians. Great numbers 
of them resided at that time in Syracuse, and 
traded there on the faith of treaties. The common 
people ran to their houses, plundered their effects, and 
pretended they were sufficiently authorized to exer¬ 
cise every ignominy, and inflict every kind ofpunish¬ 
ment on them, for the cruelties they had exercised 
against the natives of the country. And this horrid 
example of perfidy and inhumanity wa 9 followed 
throughout the whole island of Sicily. This was the 
bloody signal of the war which was declared against 
them. Dionysius having thus begun to do himself 
justice (in his way), sent deputies to Carthage, to 


3 The Sicanians and Sicilians were aneiontly two distinct 
people. * Diod. I. xiv. p. 268—273. 

* Triremes, • Honos alit artes. 
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require them to restore all the Sicilian cities to their 
liberties; and that otherwise, all the Carthaginians 
found in them should be treated as enemies. This 
news spread a general alarm in Carthage, especially 
when they reflected on the sad condition to which 
they were reduced. 

Dionysius opened the campaign with the siege of 
Motra, which was the magazine of the Carthaginians 
in Sicily; and he pushed on the siege with so much 
vigour, that it was impossible for Imilco,the Cartha¬ 
ginian admiral, to relieve it. He brought forward his 
engines, battered the place with his battering rams, 
advanced to the wall-towers, six stories high (rolled 
upon wheels), and of an equal height with their 
houses; and from these he greatly annoyed the 
besieged with his Catapultie, an engine then recentty 
invented, which hurled, with great violence, numerous 
voIIAys of arrows and stones against the enemy. 1 At 
last, the city, after a long and vigorous defence, was 
taken by storm, and all the inhabitants of it put to 
the sword, those excepted who took sanctuary in the 
temples. The plunder of it was abandoned to the 
soldiers; and Dionysius, leaving a strong garrison 
and a trusty governor in it, returned to Syracuse. 

The following year Imilco, being appointed one of 
the SutTetes, returned to Sicily with a far greater 
army than before. 2 He landed at Palermo, recovered 
Motya by force, and took several other cities. Ani¬ 
mated by these successes, he advanced towards Syra¬ 
cuse, with design to besiege it; marching his infantry 
by land, whilst his fleet, under the command of Mago, 
sailed along the coast. 

The arrival of Imilco threw the Syracusans into 
great consternation. About two hundred ships laden 
with the spoils of the enemy, and advancing in good 
order, entered in a kind of triumph the great harbour, 
being followed by'five hundred barks. At the same 
time the land army, consisting, according to some 
authors of three hundred thousand foot, 3 and three 
thousand horse, was seen marching forward on the 
other side of the city. Imilco pitched his tent in the 
very temple of Jupiter; and the rest of the army 
encamped at twelve furlongs, or about a mile and a 
half, from the city. Marching up to it, Imilco offered 
battle to the inhabitants, who did not care to accept the 
challenge. Imilco, satisfied at his having extorted 
from the Syracusans this confession of their own 
weakness and his superiority, returned to his camp; 
not doubting but he should soon be master of the 
city, considering it already as a certain prey which 
could not possibly escape him. For thirty days 
together, he laid waste the neighbourhood about Syra¬ 
cuse, and ruined the whole country. He possessed 
himself of the suburb of Achradina and plundered the 
temples of Ceres and Proserpine. To fortify his 
camp, lie beat down the tombs which stood around 
the city; and among others, that of Gelon and his 
wife Demarata, which was prodigiously magnificent. 

But these successes were not lasting. All the splen¬ 
dour of this anticipated triumph vanished in a moment, 
and taught mankind, says the historian, 4 that the 
proudest mortal blasted sooner or later by a superior 
power, shall be forced to confess his own weakness. 
Whilst Imilco, now master of almost all the cities 
of §icily, expected to crown bis conquests by the 
reduction of Syracuse, a contagious distemper seized 
his army, and made dreadful havoc in it. It was now 
in the midst of summer, and the heat of that year was 
excessive. The infection began among the Africans, 
multitudes of whom died, without any possibility of 
their being relieved. At first care was taken to inter 
the dead; but the number increasing daily, and the 
infection spreading very fast, the dead lay unburied, 
and the sick could have no assistance. This plague 
was attended with very uncommon sjmiptoms, such as 
violent dysenteries, raging fevers, burning entrails. 


t The curious reader will find a particular account of it 
in the second volume of this work. Book XXII. 

* Diod. 1. xiv. p. 279—295. Justin. 1. xix. c. 2, 3. 

* Some authors 6ay hut, thirty thousand foot, which is 

the more probable account, as the fleet which blocked up 
the town by sea was so formidable. * * Diodorus 


acute pains in every part of the body. The infected 
were even seized with madness and fury, so that they 
would fall upon any persons that came in their way, 
and tear them to pieces. 

Dionysius did not suffer to escape so favourable an 
opportunity for attacking the enemy. Being more 
than half conquered by the plague, they made but a 
feeble resistance. The Carthaginian ships were 
almost all either taken or burnt. The inhabitants in 
general of Syracuse, old men, women, and children, 
came pouring out of the city to behold an event which 
to them appeared miraculous. With hands lifted up 
to heaven, they thanked the tutelar gods of their city, 
for having avenged the sanctity of the temples and 
tombs,^which had been so brutally violated by these 
barbarians. Night coming on, both parties retired; 
v/hen Imilco, taking the opportunity of this short 
suspension of hostilities, sent to Dionysius, requesting 
leave to carry back with him the small remains of his 
shattered army, with an offer of three hundred talents, 6 
which was all the specie he had then left. But this 
permission could only be obtained for the Carthagi¬ 
nians, with whom Imilco stole away in the night, and 
left the rest to the mercy of the conqueror. 

Such was the condition in which this Carthaginian 
general, who a few days before had been so proud and 
haughty, retired from Syracuse. Bitterly bewailing 
his own fate, and still more that of his country, he, 
with the most insolent fury, accused the gods as the 
sole authors of his misfortunes. The enemy , conti¬ 
nued he, may indeed rejoice at our misei'y, but have no 
reason to glory in it. JVe return victorious over the 
Syracusans, and are defeated by the plague alone. His 
greatest subject of grief, and that which most keenly 
distressed him, was his having survived so many gal¬ 
lant soldiers, who had died in arms. But , added he, 
the sequel shall make it appear , whether it is through 
fear of death , or from the desire of leading back to their 
native country the miserable remains of my fellow-citi¬ 
zens, that I have survived the loss of so many brave 
comrades. And in fact, on his arrival at Carthage, 
which he found overwhelmed wfith grief and despair, 
he entered his house, shut his doors against the citi¬ 
zens, and even his own children; and then gave 
himself the fatal stroke, in compliance with a practice 
to which the heathens falsely gave the name of 
courage, though it was, in reality, no other than a 
cowardly despair. 

But the calamities of this unhappy city did not stop 
here; for the Africans, who had ever borne an im¬ 
placable hatred to the Carthaginians, but were nowr 
exasperated to fury, because their countrymen had 
been left behind, and exposed to the murdering sword 
of the Syracusans, assemble in the most frantic 
manner, sound the alarm, take up arms, and, after 
seizing upon Tunis, march directly to Carthage, to 
the number of more than two hundred thousand men. 
The citizens now gave themselves up for lost. This 
new' incident was considered by them as the sad 
effect of the w T rath of the gods, w r bich pursued the 
guilty wretches even to Carthage. As its inhabitants, 
especially in all public calamities, carried their super¬ 
stition to the greatest excess, their first care was to 
appease^ the offended gods. Ceres and Proserpine 
were deities, who, till that time, had never been heard 
of in Africa. But now, to atone for the outrage which 
had been donethem in the plundering of their temples, 
magnificent statues were erected to their honour; 
priests were selected from among the most distinguish¬ 
ed families of the city; sacrifices and victims, accord¬ 
ing to the Greek ritual (if I may use that expression), 
ivere offered up to them; in a word nothing was 
omitted which could be thought conducive In any 
manner to appease and propitiate the angry goddesses. 
After this, the defence of the city w r as the next object 
of their care. Happily for the Carthaginians, this 
numerous army had no leader, but was like,a body 
uninformed with a soul, no provisions nor military 
engines, no discipline, nor subordination was seen 
among them, every man setting himself up for a 
general, or claiming an independence on the rest. 

i About 61,800/. English money. 
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Divisions therefore arising in this rabble of an army, 
and the famine increasing daily, the individuals of it 
withdrew to their respective homes, and delivered 
Carthage from a dreadful alarm. 

The Carthaginians were not discouraged by their 
late disaster,but continued their enterprises on Sicily. 
Mago, their general, and one of the Suffetes, lost a 
great battle, in which he was slain. The Cartha¬ 
ginian chiefs demanded a peace, which was granted, 
on condition of their evacuating all Sicily, and defray¬ 
ing the expenses of the war. They pretended to 
accept the terms; but representing that it was not 
in their power, to deliver up the cities, without first 
obtaining an order from their republic, they obtained 
so long a truce, as gave them time sufficient for send¬ 
ing to Carthage. They took advantage of this inter¬ 
val, to raise and discipline new troops, over which 
Mago, son of him who had been lately killed, was 
appointed general. He was very youii{£, but of great 
abilities and reputation. As soon as he arrived in 
Sicily, at the expiration of the truce he gave Diony¬ 
sius battle; in which Leptines, 1 one of the generals 
of the latter, was killed, and upwards ot fourteen 
thousand Syracusans left dead in the field. By this 
victory the Carthaginians obtained an honourable 
peace, which left them in the possession of all they 
had in Sicily, with even the addition of some strong 
holds; besides a thousand talents, 2 which were paid 
them towards defraying the expenses of the war. 

About this time a law was enacted at Carthage, 3 
by which its inhabitants were forbid to learn to write 
or speak the Greek language; in order to deprive 
them of the means of corresponding with the enemy, 
either by> word of mouth, or in writing. This was 
occasioned by the treachery of a Carthaginian, who 
had written in Greek to Dionysius, to give him ad¬ 
vice of the departure of the army from Carthage. 

Carthage had, soon after, another calamity to 
struggle with. 4 The plague spread in the city, and 
made terrible havoc. Panic terrors, and violent fits 
of frenzy, seized on a sudden the unhappy sufferers; 
who saliying sword in hand out of their houses, as if 
the enemy had taken the city, killed or wounded all 
who came in their way. The Africans and Sardini¬ 
ans would very willingly have taken this opportunity 
to shake off a yoke which was so hateful to them; 
but both were subjected and reduced to their allegi¬ 
ance. Dionysius formed at this time an enterprise in 
Sicily, with the same view9, which was equally un¬ 
successful. He died some time after, and was suc¬ 
ceeded by his son of the same name. 5 

We have already taken notice of the first treaty 
which the Carthaginians concluded with the Romans. 
There was another, which according to Orosius, was 
concluded in the 402d year of the foundation of 
Rome, and consequently about the time we are now 
speaking of. This second treaty was very near the 
same with the first, except that the inhabitants of 
Tyre and Utica were expressly comprehended in it, 
and joined with the Carthaginians. 

After the death of the elder Diony- 

A. M. 3656. sius, Syracuse was involved in great 
A.Carth. 493. troubles. 6 Dionysius the younger, 
A. Rom. 400. who had been expelled, restored him- 
Ant.J.C.348. self by force of arms, and exercised 


* This Leptines was brother to Dionysius. 

» About 206,000;. 3 Justin, lxx. e. 5. 4 Died. 1. xv. p. 344. 

6 This is tbe Dionysius who invited Plato to his court, 
and who, being afterwards offended with his freedom, sold 
him for a slave. Some philosophers eame from Greece to 
Syracuse in order to redeem their brother, which having 
done, they sent him heme with this useful lesson; That 
philosophers ought very rarely, or very obligingly, to con¬ 
verse with tyrants. This prince had learning, and affeeted 
to pass for a poet; but could not gain that name at the 
Olympic games, whither he had sent his verses to be re¬ 
peated by his brother Thearides. It had been happy for 
Dionysius, had the Athenians entertained no better an 
opinion of his poetry; for, on their pronouncing him vic¬ 
tor, when his poems were repeated in their city, he was 
raised to such a transport of joy and intemperaoce, that 
both together killed him; and.thus, perhaps, was verified 
the prediction of the oracle, viz. that he should die when 
he had overcome his betters. 

« Diod. l.xvi. p. 459 — 172. Polyh. 1. iii. p. 178. Plu. in Tim. 


great cruelties there. One part of the citizens im 
plored the aid of Icetes, tyrant of the Leontines, 
and by descent a Syracusan. This seemed a ve¬ 
ry favourable opportunity for the Carthaginians to 
seize upon all Sicily, and accordingly they sent a 
mighty fleet thither. In this extremity, such of the 
Syracusans as loved their country best, had recourse 
to the Corinthians, who had often assisted them in 
their dangers; and were, besides, of all the Grecian 
nations, the most professed enemies of tyranny, and 
the most avowed and most generous assertors of li¬ 
berty. Accordingly, the Corinthians sent overTinio- 
leon, a man of great merit, who had signalized his 
zeal for the public welfare, by freeing his country 
from tyranny, at the expense of his own family. 
He set sail with only ten ships, and arriving at 
Rhegium, he eluded, by a happy stratagem, the vi¬ 
gilance of the Carthaginians ; who having been in¬ 
formed, by Icetes, of nis voyage and design, wanted 
to intercept him in his passage to Sicily. 

Timoleon had scarce above 1000 soldiers under his 
command ; and yet, with this handful of men, he 
marched boldly to the relief of Syracuse. His small 
army increased in proportion as he advanced. The 
Syracusans were now in a desperate condition, ancj, 
quite hopeless. They saw the Carthaginians masters 
of the port; Icetes of the city ; and Dionysius of 
the citadel. Happily on Timoleon’s arrival, Diony¬ 
sius, having no refuge left, put the citadel into his 
hands, with all the forces, arms, and ammunition, in 
it ; and escaped by his assistance, to Corinth. 7 
Timoleon had, bv his emissaries, artfully represented 
to the foreign soldiers, who (by that error in the con¬ 
stitution of Carthage which we have before taken no¬ 
tice of) formed the principal strength of Mago’s army, 
and the greatest part of whom were Greeks ; that it 
was astonishing to see Greeks using their endeavours 
to make barbarians masters of Sicily, from whence 
they, in a very little time, would pass over into 
Greece. For could they imagine, that the Cartha¬ 
ginians were come so far, with no other view than to 
establish Icetes tyrant of Syracuse ? Such discourses 
being spread among Mago’s soldiers, gave this ge¬ 
neral very great uneasiness ; and, as he wanted only 
a pretence to retire, he was glad to have it believed, 
that his forces were going to betray and desert him : 
and upon this, he sailed with his fleet out of the har* 
bour, and 9teered for Carthage. Icetes, after his 
departure, could not hold out long against the Co¬ 
rinthians ; so that they now got entire possession of 
the whole city. 

Mago, on his arrival at Carthage, was impeached : 
but he prevented the execution of the sentence passed 
upon him by a voluntary death. His body was hung 
upon a gallows, and exposed as a public spectacle to 
the people. New forces were levied at Carthage,® 
and a greater and more powerful fleet than the for¬ 
mer was sent to Sicily. It consisted of two hundred 
ships of war, besides a thousand transports ; and the 
army amounted to upwards of seventy thousand men. 
They landed at Lilybaeum, under the command of 
Hamilcar and Hannibal, and resolved to attack the 
Corinthians first. TimoIeoD did not wait for, but 
marched out to meet them. But such was the con 
sternation of Syracuse, that, of all the forces which 
were in that city, only three thousand Syracusans 
and four thousand mercenaries followed him ; and 
even of these latter a thousand deserted upon the 
march, through fear of the danger they were going 
to encounter. Timoleon, however, was not discou- 


1 Here he preserved some resemblance of his former 
tyranny, by turniog schoolmaster; and exercising a disci¬ 
pline over boys, when lie could no longer tyrannize over 
men. He had learning, and was onee a scholar to Plato, 
whom he caused to come again into Sicily, notwithstanding 
the unworthy treatment he had met with from Dionysius’s 
father. Philip, king of Macedon, meeting him in the streets 
of Corinth, and asking him how he came to lose so consi¬ 
derable a principality as had been left him by his father, he 
answered, that his father had indeed left him the inheri¬ 
tance, hut not the fortune which had preserved both him¬ 
self and that.—However, fortune did him no great injury, 
in replacing him on the dunghill from which she had raised 
L his father. 8 Plut. p. 218—250. 
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raged ; but exhorting the remainder of his forces to 
exert themselves courageously for the safety and 
liberties of their allies, he led them against the ene¬ 
my, whose rendezvous he had been informed was 
on the banks of the little river Crimisus. It appeared 
at the first reflection madness to attack an army so 
numerous as that of the enemy, with only four or 
five thousand foot, and a thousand horse ; but Ti- 
moleon, who knew that bravery conducted by pru¬ 
dence is superior to number, relied on the courage of 
his soldiers, who seemed resolved to die rather than 
yield, and with ardour demanded to be led against 
the enemy. The event justified his views and hopes. 
A battle was fought; the Carthaginians were routed, 
and upwards ot ten thousand of them slain, full 
three thousand of whom were Carthaginian citi¬ 
zens, which filled their citv with mourning and the 
greatest consternation. Their camp was taken, and 
with it immense riches and a great number ofprisoners. 

Timoleon, 1 at the same time that he despatched 
the news of this victory to Corinth, sent thither the 
finest arms found among the plunder. For he was 
desirous of having his city applauded and admired 
by all men, when they should see that Corinth alone, 
among all the Grecian cities, adorned its finest tem¬ 
ples, not with the spoils of Greece, and offerings 
dyed in the blood of its citizens, the sight of which 
could tend only to preserve the sad remembrance of 
their losses, but witn those of barbarians, which, by 
fine inscriptions, displayed at once the courage and 
religious gratitude of those who had won them. For 
these inscriptions imported, That the Corinthians , and 
T'imoleon their general after having freed the Greeks , 
settled in Sicily from the Carthaginian yoke, hadhung 
vp these arms in their temples, as an eternal acknow¬ 
ledgment <f the favour and goodness of the gods . 

After this, Timoleon, leaving the mercenary troops 
in the Carthaginian territories to waste and destroy 
them, returned to Syracuse. On his arrival there, he 
banished the thousand soldiers who had deserted him ; 
and took no other revenge, than the commanding 
them to leave Syracuse before sun-set. 

The victory gained by the Corinthians was follow¬ 
ed by the capture of a great many cities, which 
obliged the Carthaginians to sue for peace. 

In proportion as the appearance of success made 
the Carthaginians vigorously exert themselves to 
raise powerful armies both by land and sea, and pros¬ 
perity led them to make an insolent and cruel use of 
victory; so their courage would sink in unforeseen 
adversities, their hopes of new resources vanish, and 
their grovelling souls condescend to ask quarter of 
the most inconsiderable enemy, and without sense of 
shame accept the hardest and most mortifying condi¬ 
tions. Those now imposed were, that they should 
possess only the lands lying bevond the river Haly- 
cus; 2 that they should give all the natives free li¬ 
berty to retire to Syracuse with their families and 
effects, and that they should neither continue in the 
alliance, nor hold any correspondence, with the ty¬ 
rants of that city. 

About this time, in all probability, there happened 
at Carthage a memorable incident, related by Justin. 3 
Hanno, one of its roost powerful citizens, formed a 
design of seizing upon the republic, by destroying 
the whole senate. lie chose for the execution of this 
bloody plan, the day on which his daughter was to be 
married, on which occasion he designed to invite the 
senators to an entertainment, and there poison them 
p\\. The. conspiracy was discovered; but -Hanno 
had such influence, that the government did not dare 
to punish so execrable a crime; the magistrates con¬ 
tented themselves with only preventing it, by an 
order which forbade, in general, too great a magnifi¬ 
cence at weddings, and limited the expense on those 
occasions. Hanno seeing his stratagem defeated, 
resolved to employ open force, and for that purpose 
armed all the slaves. However, he was again dis¬ 


‘ Plut. p. 213—250. 

a This river is not far from Agrigentum. It is called 
L'jcua by Diodorus and Plutarch; but this is thought a 
mistake. * Ju3tin. I. xxi. c. 4. 
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covered; and to escape punishment, retired with 
twenty thousand armed slaves, to a castle that was 
very strongly fortified; and there endeavoured, but 
without success., to engage in his rebellion the Afri¬ 
cans and the king of Mauritania. He afterwards 
was taken prisoner and carried to Carthage; where, 
after being whipped, his eyes were put out, his arms 
and thighs broken, he was put to death in presence 
of the people, and his body, all torn with stripes, was 
hung on a gibbet. His children and all his relations, 
though they had not joined in his guilt, shared in hi9 
punishment. They were all sentenced to die, in order 
that not a single person of his family might be left, 
either to imitate his crime or revenge his death. Such 
was the temper of the Carthaginians; ever .severe and 
violent in their punishments, they carried them to 
the extremes of rigour, and made them extend even 
to the innocent, without showing the least regard to 
equity, moderation, or gratitude. 

I come now to the wars sustained 
by the Carthaginians, 4 in Africa it- A. M. 3685. 
self as well as in Sicily, against A. Carth. 527. 
Agathocles, which exercised their A. Rom. 429. 
arms during several years. Ant. J. C. 319. 

This Agathocles was a Sicilian of 
obscure birth and low fortune. 5 Supported at first 
by the forces of the Carthaginians, ne had invaded 
the sovereignty of Syracuse, and made himself tyrant 
over it. In the infancy of his power, the Carthagi¬ 
nians kept him within bounds; and Hamilcar their 
chief forced him to agree to a treaty which restored 
tranquillity to Sicily. But he soon infringed the ar¬ 
ticles of it, and declared war against the Carthagi¬ 
nians themselves; who, under the conduct of Hamil- 
car, obtained a signal victory over him, 6 and forced 
him to shut himself up in Syracuse. The Cartha¬ 
ginians pursued him thither and laid siege to that 
important city, the capture of which would have 
given them possession of all Sicily. 

Agathocles, whose forces were greatly inferior to 
theirs, and who moreover saw himself deserted by all 
his allies, from their detestation of his horrid cruel¬ 
ties, meditated a design of so daring, and to all ap¬ 
pearance, so impracticable a nature, that even after 
being happily carried into execution, it yet appears 
almost incredible. This design was no less than to 
make Africa the seat of war, and to besiege Car¬ 
thage, at a time when he could neither defend him¬ 
self in Sicily, nor sustain the siege of Syracuse.. His 
profound secrecy in the execution is as astonishing 
as the design itself. He communicated his thoughts 
on this affair to no person whatsoever, but contented 
himself with declaring, that he had found out an in¬ 
fallible way to free the Syracusans from the danger 
that surrounded them; that they had only to endure 
with patience, for a short time, the inconveniences 
of a siege; but that those who could not bring them¬ 
selves to this resolution, might freely depart tne city. 
Only sixteen hundred persons quitted it. He left his 
brother Antander there, with forces and provisions 
sufficient for him to make a stout defence. He set 
at liberty all slaves who were of age to bear arms, 
and, after obligingthem to take an oath, joined them 
to his forces. He carried with him only fifty talents 7 
to supply his present wants, well assured that he 
should find in the enemy’s country whatever was 
necessary to his subsistence. He therefore set sail 
with two of his sons, Archagathus and Heraclides, 


< Diod. 1. xix. p. 651. 656. 710.712. 737. 743. 7C0. Justin 
1. ii. c. 1—6. 

* He was, according to most historians, the son of a pot¬ 
ter; but all allow him to have worked at the trade. From 
the obscurity of his birth and condition, Polybius raises an 
argument to prove his capacity and talents, in opposition to 
the slanders of Timscus. Put hU greatest eulogium was 
the praise of Scipio. That illustrious Roman being asked, 
who, in his opinion, were the most prudent, in the conduce 
of their affairs, and most judiciously bold in the execution 
of their designs; answered, Agathocles and Dionysius. 
Polijb. 1. xv. p. 1U03, edit. Gronov. However, let hia ca¬ 
pacity have been ever so great, it was exceeded by hb cru¬ 
elty. 

« The battle was fought near the river and city of Himera 
i 50,000 French crowns, or 11,250/. sterling. 

H 
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without letting' any one person know whither he in¬ 
tended to direct his course. All who were on board 
his fleet believed that they were to be conducted 
either to Italy or Sardinia, in order to plunder those 
countries, or to lay waste those coasts of Sicily which 
belonged to the enemy. The Carthaginians, sur¬ 
prised at so unexpected a departure, endeavoured to 
pre rent it; but Agathocles eluded their pursuit, and 
made for the main ocean. 

He did not discover his design till he had landed 
in Africa. There, assembling his troops, he told 
them, in few words, the motive which had prompt¬ 
ed him to this expedition. He represented, that tne 
only way to free their country, was to carry the war 
into the territories of their enemies: that he led them, 
who were inured to war, and of intrepid dispositions, 
against a parcel of enemies who were softened and 
enervated by ease and luxury: that the natives of the 
country, oppressed with the yoke of a servitude 
equally cruel and ignominious, would run in crowds 
to join them on the first news of their arrival; that 
the boldness of their attempt would alone disconcert 
the Carthaginians, who had no expectation of seeing 
an enemy at their gates: in short, that no enterprise 
could possibly be more advantageous or honourable 
than this; since the whole wealth of Carthage would 
become the prey of the victors, whose courage would 
be praised and admired by latest posterity. The sol¬ 
diers fancied themselves already masters of Car¬ 
thage, and received his speech with applauses and 
acclamations. One circumstance alone gave them 
uneasiness, and that was an eclipse of the sun, which 
happened just as they were setting sail, la these 
ages, even the most civilized nations understood very 
little the reason of these extraordinary phenomena of 
nature; and used to draw from them (by their sooth¬ 
sayers) superstitious and arbitrary conjectures, which 
frequently would either suspend or hasten the more 
important enterprises. However, Agathocles reviv¬ 
ed the drooping courage of his soldiers, by assuring 
them that these eclipses always foretold some instant 
change; that, therefore, good fortune was taking its 
leave of Carthage, and coming over to them. 

Finding his soldiers in the good disposition lie 
wished them, he executed, almost at the same time, 
g second enterprise, which was even more daring and 
hazardous than his first, of carrying them over into 
Africa; and this was, the burning every ship in his 
fleet. Many reasons determined nim to so desperate 
an action. He had not one good harbour in Africa 
where his ships could lie in safety. As the Cartha¬ 
ginians were masters of the sea, they would not have 
failed to possess themselves immediately of his fleet, 
which was incapable of making the least resistance. 
In case he had left as many hands as were necessary 
to defeud it, he would have weakened his army 
(which was inconsiderable at the best,) and put it 
out ofliis power to gain any advantage from this un¬ 
expected diversion, the success of which depended 
entirely on the swiftness and vigour of the execution. 
Lastly, lie was desirous of putting his soldiers under 
a necessity of conquering, by leaving them no other 
refuge than victory. Much courage was necessary 
to adopt such a resolution. He had already prepared 
all his officers, who were entirely devoted to his ser¬ 
vice, and received every impression he gave them. 
He then came suddenly into the assembly with a 
crown upon his head, dressed in a magnificent habit, 
and with the air and behaviour of a man who was 
going to perform some religious ceremony, and ad¬ 
dressing himself to the assembly, TTOien we, says he, 
left Syracuse, and were warm lypursued by the enemy; 
in this fatal necessity I addressed myself to Ceres and 
Proserpine, the tutelar divinities of Sicily; and prom¬ 
ised, that if they would free us from tins imminent dan¬ 
ger, I would burn all our ships in their honour, at our 
first landing here. Aid me, therefore, O soldiers , to 
discharge my vow for the goddesses can easily make us 
amends for this sacrifice. At the same time, taking a 
flambeau in his ha'nd, he hastily led the way, on 
board of his own ship, and set it on fire. All the 
officers did the like, and were cheerfully followed by 
the soldiers. The trumpets sounded from eveiy 


quarter, and the whole army echoed with joyful 
snouts and acclamations. Thie fleet was soon con¬ 
sumed. The soldiers had not been allowed time to 
reflect on the proposal made to them. They all had 
been hurried on by a blind and impetuous ardour; 
but when they had a little recovered their reason, 
and, surveying in their minds the vast extent of 
ocean which separated them from their own country, 
saw themselves in that of the enemy without the 
least resource, or any means of escaping out of it; a 
sad and melancholy silence succeeded the transport 
of ioy and acclamations which, but a moment before, 
had been so general in the army. 

Here again Agathocles left no time for reflection. 
He marched his army towards a place called the 
Great City, which was part of the domain of Car¬ 
thage. Tne country through which they marched to 
this place, afforded the most delicious and agreeable 
prospect in the world. On either sicle were seen 
large meads watered by beautiful streams, and co¬ 
vered with innumerable flocks of all kinds of cattle; 
country-seats built with extraordinary magnificence; 
delightful avenues planted with olive and all sorts of 
fruit-trees; gardens of a prodigious extent, and kept 
with a care and elegance which delighted the eye. 
This prospect reanimated the soldiers. They march¬ 
ed full of courage to the Great Cit}% which they took, 
sword in hand, and enriched themselves with the 
plunder of it, which was entirely abandoned to them. 
Tunis made as litile resistance; and this place was 
not far distant from Carthage. 

The Carthaginians were in prodigious alarm, when 
it was known that the enemy was in the country, 
advancing by hasty marches. This arrival of Aga¬ 
thocles made the Carthaginians conclude, that their 
army before Syracuse had been defeated, and their 
fleet lost. The people ran in disorder to the great 
square of the city, whilst the senate assembled in 
haste and in a tumultuous manner. Immediately 
they deliberated on the means for preserving the city. 
They had no army in readiuess to oppose the enemy; 
and their imminent danger did not permit them to 
await the arrival of those forces which might be 
raised in the country and among the allies. It wa9 
therefore resolved, after several different opinions 
had been heard, to arm the citizens. The number of 
the forces thus levied amounted to forty thousand 
foot, a thousand horse, and two thousand armed 
chariots. Hanno and Boniilcar, though divided be¬ 
twixt themselves by some family quarrels, were 
however joined in the command of tnese troops. They 
marched immediately to meet the enemy; and, on 
sight of them, drew up their forces in order of battle. 
Agathocles, had, at most, but thirteen or fourteen 
thousand men. 1 The signal was given, and an ob¬ 
stinate fight ensued. Hanno, with his sacred cohort 
(the flower of the Carthaginian forces), long sus¬ 
tained the fury of the Greeks, and sometimes even 
broke their ranks; but at last, overwhelmed with a 
shower of stones, and covered with wounds, he fell 
dead on the field. Bomilcar might have changed the 
face of things; but he had private and personal rea¬ 
sons not to obtain a victory for his country. He 
therefore thought proper to retire with the forces un¬ 
der his command, and was followed by the whole 
anny, which, by that means, was forced to leave the 
field to Agathocles. After pursuing the enemy some 
time, he returned and plundered the Carthaginian 
camp. Twenty thousand pair of manacles were 
found in it, with which the Carthaginians had fur¬ 
nished themselves, in the firm persuasion of their 
taking many prisoners. The result of this victory 
was the capture of a great number of strong-holds, 
and the defection of many of the natives of the coun¬ 
try, who joined the victor. 

This descent of Agathocles into Africa, doubtless 


1 Agathocles wanting arms for many of his soldiers, pro¬ 
vided them with such as were counterfeit, which looked 
well at a distance. And perceiving the discouragement his 
forces were under on sight of the enemy’s horse, he let fly 
a great many owls (privately procured for that purpose) 
which his soldier? interpreted as an omen and assurance of 
victory. Diod. 1. xx. p. 754. 
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gave birth to Scipio’s design of making a like at¬ 
tempt upon the same republic, and from the same 
place. 1 Wherefore, in his answer to Fabius, who 
ascribed to temerity his design of making Africa the 
seat of the war, he forgot not to mention the exam¬ 
ple of Agathocles, as an instance in favour of his 
enterprise; and to show, that frequently there is no 
other way to get rid of an enemy who presses too 
closely upon us, than by carrying the war into his 
own country; and that men are much more courage¬ 
ous when they act upon the offensive, than when 
they stand only upon the defensive. 

While the Carthaginians were thus warmly at¬ 
tacked by their enemies, ambassadors arrived to 
them from Tyre. 2 They came to implore their suc¬ 
cour against Alexander the Great, who was upon the 
point of taking their city, which he had long besieg¬ 
ed. The extremity to which their countrymen (for 
so they called them) were reduced, touched the Car¬ 
thaginians as sensibly as their own danger. Though 
they were unable to relieve, they at least thought it 
their duty to comfort them; and deputed thirty of 
their principal citizens, to express their grief that 
they could not spare them any troops, because of the 
present melancholy situation of their own affairs. 
The Tyrians, though disappointed of the only hope 
they had left, did not however despond; they com¬ 
mitted their wives, children, 3 and old men, to the 
care of these deputies; and thus being delivered 
from all inquietude, with regard to persons who were 
dearer to them than any thing in the world, they 
thought alone of making a resolute defence, prepar¬ 
ed for the worst that might happen. Carthage re¬ 
ceived this afflicted company with all possible marks 
of amity, and paid to guests who were so dear and 
worthy of compassion, all the services which they 
could have expected from the most affectionate and 
tender parents. 

Quintus Curtius places this embassy from Tyre to 
the Carthaginians at the same time that the Syracusans 
were ravaging Africa, and had advanced to the very 
gates of Carthage. But the expedition of Agathocles 
against Africa cannot agree in time with the siege of 
Tyre, which was more than twenty years before it. 

At the same time, Carthage was solicitous how to 
extricate itself from the difficulties with which it was 
surrounded. The present unhappy state of the republic 
was considered as the effect oftne wrath of the gods: 
and it was acknowledged to be justly deserved, parti¬ 
cularly with regard to two deities, towards whom the 
Carthaginians had been remiss in the discharge of cer¬ 
tain duties prescribed by their religion, and which had 
once been observed with great exactness. It was a 
custom (coeval with the city itself) at Carthage, to 
send annually to Tyre (the mother-city) the tenth of 
all the revenues of the republic, as an offeringto 
Hercules, the patron and protector of both cities. The 
domain and consequently the revenues of Carthage, 
having increased considerably, the portion, on the con¬ 
trary, of the god, had been lessened; and they were 
far from remitting the whole tenth to him. They were 
seized with a scruple on this point: they made an open 
and public confession of their insincerity and sacrile¬ 
gious avarice; and, to expiate their guilt, they sent to 
Tyre a great number of presents, and small shrines 
of their deities, all of gold, which amounted to a pro¬ 
digious value. 

Anotherviolation of religion, which to theirinhuinan 
superstition seemed as flagrant as the former, gave 
them no less uneasiness. Anciently, children of the 
best families in Carthage used to be sacrificed to Sa¬ 
turn. They now reproached themselves with having 
failed to pay to the god the honours which they thought 
were due to him; and with having used fraud and dis¬ 
honest dealing towards him, by having substituted, in 
their sacrifices, children of slaves or beggars, bought 
for that purpose, in the room of those nobly born. To 
expiate the guilt of so horrid an impiety, a sacrifice 


t Liv. 1. xxviii. n. 43. 

* Diod. 1. xvii. p. 519. Quint. Curt, 1. iv. c. 3. 
a Tav tZxvojv ywxix&v fxif eg, some of their wives and 
children, Diod. 1. xvii. p. 519. 
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was made to this blood-thirsty god, of two hundred 
children of the first rank; and upwards of three hun¬ 
dred persons,* through a sense of this terrible neglect, 
offered themselves voluntarily as victims, to pacify, by 
the effusion of their blood, tlie wrath of the god's. 

After these expiations, expresses were despatched to 
Hamilcar in Sicily, with the news of what had hap¬ 
pened in Africa, and at the same time, to request im¬ 
mediate succours. He commanded the deputies to ob¬ 
serve the strictest silence on the subject of the victory 
of Agathocles; and spread a contrary report, that he 
had been entirely defeated, his forces all cut off, and 
his whole fleet taken by the Carthaginians; and in 
confirmation of this report, he showed the irons of the 
vessels pretended to be taken, which had been care¬ 
fully sent to him. The truth of this report was not at 
all doubted in Syracuse; the majority were for capitu¬ 
lating; 4 when a galley of thirty oars, built in haste 
by Agathocles, arrived iu the port; and through great 
difficulties and dangers forced its way to the besieged. 
The news of Agathocles’s victory immediately flew 
through the city, aud restored alacrity and resolution 
to the inhabitants. Hamilcar made a last eflbrt to 
storm the city, but was beaten off with loss. He then 
raised the siege, and sent five thousand men to the re¬ 
lief of his distressed country. Sometime after, having 
resumed the siege, and hoping to surprise the Syracu¬ 
sans by attacking them in the night, his design was 
discovered; 5 and falling alive into the enemy’s hands, 
he was put to death with the most exquisite tortures. 6 
Hamilcar’s head was sent immediately to Agathocles, 
who, advancing to the enemy’s camp, threw it into a 
general consternation, by displaying to them the head 
of this general, which manifested the melancholy situ¬ 
ation of their affairs in Sicily. 

To these foreign enemies was joined a domestic 
one,7 which was more to be feared, as being more 
dangerous than the others; this was Bomilcar their 
genera], who was then in possession of the first post in 
Carthage. He had long meditated the establishment 
of himself as tyrant at Carthage, and attaining the 
sovereign authority there; and imagined that the pre¬ 
sent troubles offered him the wished-for opportunity. 
He therefore entered the city, and being seconded by 
a small number of citizens, who were the accomplices 
of his rebellion, and a body of foreign soldiers, lie pro¬ 
claimed himself tyrant; and showed himself literally 
such, by cutting the throats of all the citizens whom 
he met with in the streets. A tumult arising immedi¬ 
ately in the city, it was at first thought that the enemy 
had taken it by some treachery; but when it was 
known that Bomilcar caused all this disturbance, the 
young men took up arms to repel the tyrant, and from 
the tops of the houses discharged whole volleys of darts 
and stones upon the heads of the soldiers. When he 
saw an army inarching in order against him, he re¬ 
tired with his troops to an eminence, with design to 
make a vigorous defence, and to sell his life as dear 
as possible. To spare the blood of the citizens, a 
general pardon was proclaimed for all without ex¬ 
ception who would lay down their arms. They sur¬ 
rendered upon this proclamation, and all enjoyed the 
benefit of it, Bomilcar their chief excepted: for the 
Carthaginians, without regarding their oath, con¬ 
demned him to death, and fastened him to across, 
where he suffered the most exquisite torments. From 
the cross, as from a rostrum, he harangued the peo¬ 
ple; and thought himself justly entitled to reproach 
them for their injustice, their ingratitude, andf perfi- 


* And the most forward of all the rest was Antander, the 
brother of Agathocles, left commander in his absence; who 
was so terrified with Lhe report, that he was ea^er for having 
the city surrendered; and expelled out of it 8000 inhabitants 
who were of a contrary opinion. 

s Diod. p. 767—709. 

6 Ife was cruelly tortured till ho died, and so met with the 
fate which his fellow-citizens, offended at his conduct iu Si¬ 
cily, had probably allotted for him at home. Ife was too 
formidable to be attacked at the head of his army ; and 
therefore the votes of the senate (whatever ihcy were) being 
accordiog to custom, cast into a vessel, it was immediately 
enclosed, with an order not to uncover it, till be was returned 
and had thrown up his commission. Justin. I. xxii. c. 3. 

^ Diod. p. 779—781. Justin. 1. xxii. c. 7. 
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dy, which he did by enumerating many illustrious 
generals, whose services they had rewarded' with an 
ignominious death. He expired on tlie crosa whilst 
uttering these reproaches. 1 

Agathocles had won over to his interest a powerful 
king of Cyrene, named Ophelias, 2 whose ambition he 
had flattered with the most splendid hopes, by leading 
him to understand, that, contenting himself with Si¬ 
cily, he would leave to Ophelias the empire of Africa. 
But, as Agathocles did not scruple to commit the 
most horrid crimes when he thought them conducive 
to his interest, the credulous priuce had no sooner 
put himself and his army in his power, than, by the 
blackest perfidy, he caused him to be murdered, in 
order that Ophellas’s army might be entirely at his de¬ 
votion. Many nations were now joined in alliance 
with Agathocles, and several strong-holds were gar¬ 
risoned by his forces. As he now saw the affairs of 
Africa in a flourishing condition, he thought it proper 
to look after those of Sicily; accordingly he sailed 
back thither, having left the command of the army to 
his son Archagathus. His renown, and the report 
of his victories, flew before him. On the news of his 
arrival in Sicily, many towns revolted to him; but 
bad news soon recalled him to Africa. His absence 
jiad quite changed the face of things; and all his en¬ 
deavours were incapable of restoring them to their 
former condition. All his strong-holds had surren¬ 
dered to the enemy; the Africans had deserted him; 
some of his troops were lost, and the remainder were 
unable to make head against the Carthaginians: he 
had no way to transport them into Sicily, as he was 
destitute of ships, and the enemy were masters at 
sea: he could not hope for either peace or treaty 
with the barbarians since he had insulted them in so 
outrageous a manner, by his being the first who had 
dared to make a descent in their country. In this 
extremity, he thought only of providing for his own 
safety. After many adventures, this base deserter of 
his army, and perfidious betrayer of his own children, 
who were left by him to the wild fury of his disap¬ 
pointed soldiers, stole away from the dangers which 
threatened him, and arrived at Syracuse with very 
few followers. His soldiers, seeing themselves thus 
betrayed, murdered his sons, and surrendered to the 
enemy. Himself died miserably soon after, and 
ended, by a cruel death, 3 a life that had heen polluted 
with the blackest crimes. 

In this period may be placed another incident rela¬ 
ted by Justin. 4 * The fame of Alexander’s conquests 
made the Carthaginians fear that he might think of 
turning his arms towards Africa. The disastrous fate 
of Tyre, whence they drew their origin, and which he 
had so lately destroyed; the building of Alexandria 
upon the confines of Africa and Egypt, as if he intended 
it as a rival city to Carthage; the uninterrupted suc¬ 
cesses ofthat prince, whose ambition and good fortune 
were boundless; all this justly alarmed the Cartha¬ 
ginians. To sound his inclinations, Hamilcar, sur- 
named Rhodanus, pretending to have been driven 
from his country by the cabals of his enemies, went 
over to the camp of Alexander, to whom he was 
introduced by Parmenio, and offered him his services. 
The king received him graciously, and had several 
conferences with him. Hamilcar cfid not fail to trans¬ 
mit to his country whatever discoveries he made 
from time to time of Alexander’s designs. Never- 


* It would seem ineredible that any man eould so far tri¬ 
umph over the pains of the oross, as to talk with any co¬ 

herence in bis discourse; bad not Seneea assured us, that 
some have so far despised and insulted its tortures, that they 
spit contemptuously upon the spectators. Quidam ex pati- 

bulo suos spectatores conspuerunt. De vita beata, e. 1U. 

4 Diod. p. 777. 771*. 701. 802. Justin. 1. xxii. c. 7, 8. 

* lie was poisoned by one Msenon, whom he had unna¬ 
turally abused. His teeth were putrefied by the violence of 
the poison, and his body tortured all over with the most 
racking pains. M.xnon was excited to this deed by Areha- 
gathus, grandson of Agathocles, whom he designed to defeat 
of the succession, in favour of his other son Agathocles. 

Before his death, he restored the democracy to the people. 
It is observable, that Justin, (or rather Trogus) and Diodorus 

disagree in all the material part of this tyrant’s history. 

4 Justin. 1. xxi. e. 6. 


theless, on his return to Carthage, after Alexander’s 
death, he was considered as a betrayer of his country 
to that prince; and accordingly was put to death by 
a sentence which displayed equally the ingratitude 
and cruelty of his countrymen. 

I am now to speak of the wars of 
the Cathaginians in Sicily, 3 in the A. M. 3727 
time of Pyrrhus, king of Epirus. A. Carth. 569 
The Romans, to whom the designs A. Rom. 471 
of that ambitious prince were not Ant. J. C. 277 
unknown, in order to strengthen 
themselves against any attempts he might make upon 
Italy, had renewed their treaties with the Carthagi¬ 
nians who, on their side, were no less afraid of His 
crossing into Sicily. To the articles of the preceding 
treaties, there was added an engagement of mutual 
assistance, in case either of the contracting powers 
should be attacked by Pyrrhus. 

The foresight of the Romans was well founded ; 6 
Pyrrhus turned his arms against Italy, and gained 
many victories. The Carthaginians, in consequence 
of the last treaty, thought themselves obliged to assist 
the Romans; and accordingly sent them a fleet of 
six-score sail, under the command of Mago. This 
general, in an audience before the senate, signified to 
them the interest which his superiors took in the war 
which they heard was carrying on against the Ro¬ 
mans, and offered them their assistance. The senate 
returned thanks for the obliging offer of the Carthagi¬ 
nians, but at present thought fit to decline it. 

Mago 7 some days after repaired to Pyrrhus, upon 
pretence of offering the mediation of Carthage for 
terminating his quarrel with the Romans: but in reality 
to sound him, and discover, if possible, his designs 
with regard to Sicily, which common fame reported 
he was going to invade. The Carthaginians were 
afraid that either Pyrrhus or the Romans would inter¬ 
fere in the affairs of that island and transport forces 
thither for the conquest of it. And, indeed, the Syra¬ 
cusans, who had been besieged for some time by the 
Carthaginians, had sent pressingly for succour to Pyr¬ 
rhus. This prince had a particular reason to espouse 
their interests, having married Lanassa, daughter of 
Agathocles, by whom he had a son named Alexander. 
He at last sailed from Tarentum, passed the strait, 
and arrived in Sicily. His conquests at first were so 
rapid, that he left the Carthaginians, in the whole 
island, only the single town of Lilybaeum. He laid 
siege to it, but meeting with a vigorous resistance 
was obliged to raise the siege; not to mention that the 
urgent necessity of his affairs called him back to Italy 
where his presence was absolutely necessary. Nor 
was it less so in Sicily, which on his departure return¬ 
ed to the obedience of its former masters. Thus he 
lost this island with the same rapidity that he had won 
it. As he was embarking, he turned his eyes back to 
Sicily,and exclaimed to those about him, What a fine 
field of battle 8 do we leave to the Carthaginians and 
Romans!° His prediction was soon verified. 

After his departure, the chief magistracy of Syra¬ 
cuse was conferred on Hiero, who afterwards obtained 
the name and dignity of king, by the united suffrages 
of the citizens; so greatly had his "government 
pleased. He was appointed to carry on the war 
against the Carthaginians, and obtained several ad¬ 
vantages over them. But now a common interest 
re-united them against a new enemy, who began to 
appear in Sicily, and justly alarmed both; these 
were the Romans, who, having crushed all the ene¬ 
mies which had hitherto exercised their arms in Italy 
itself, were now powerful enough to carry them out 
of it; and to lay the foundation of that vast power 
there to which they afterwards attained, and of which 


s Polyb. 1. iff. p. 250, edit. Gronov. 
c Justin. 1. xviii. c. 2. ^ f Ibid. 

8 '‘0*av kjtoXs !trOfitv ) £ Kxp%r,$ovt6 if xx« PojjtssoiO/f 

srxKouTrpotv, The Greek expression is beautiful. Indeed 
Sicily was a bind of Palaestra, where the Carthaginians and 
Romans exereised themselves in war, and for many years 
seemed to play the part of wrestlers with each other. The 
English language , as well as the French , has no word to ex¬ 
press the Greek term. 

® Plut. in Pyrrb. p. 398. 
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it was probable they had even then formed the design. 
Sicily lay too commodious for them, not to form a 
resolution of establishing themselves in it. They 
therefore eagerly snatched this opportunity for cross¬ 
ing into it, which caused the rupture between them 
ami the Carthaginians, and gave rise to the first Pu¬ 
nic war. This I shall treat of more at large, by re¬ 
lating the causes of that war. 


CHAPTER II. 

THE HISTORY OF CARTHAGE, FROM THE FIRST PUNIC 
WAR TO ITS DESTRUCTION. 

The plan which I have laid down, does not allow 
me to enter into an exact detail of the wars between 
Rome and Carthage; since that pertains rather to 
the Roman history, which I do not intend to touch 
upon except transiently and occasionally. I shall 
therefore relate such facts only, as may give the reader 
a just idea of the republic whose history lies before 
me; by confining myself to those particulars which re¬ 
late chiefly to the Carthaginians, and to their most 
important transactions in Sicily, Spain, and Africa; 
a subject in itself sufficiently extensive. 

I have already observed, that from the first Punic 
war to the ruin of Carthage, a hundred and eighteen 
years elapsed. This whole time may be divided into 
Bve parts or intervals. 

I. The first Punic war lasted twenty-four 


years. 

II. The interval betwixt the first and second 
Punic war, is also twenty-four years 

III. The second Punic war took up seventeen 

years. 

IV. The interval between the second and 

third, is forty-nine years . . 

V. The third Punic war, terminated by the 
destruction of Carthage, continued but 
four years and some months. 


24 

24 

17 

49 
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ARTICLE 1. THE FIRST PUNIC WAR. 


The first Punic war arose from 
A. M. 3724. the following cause. Some Campa- 
A. Carth. 566. nian soldiers, in the service of Aga- 
A. Rom. 468. thocles, * 1 the Sicilian tyrant, having 
Ant. J. C. 280. entered as friends into Messina, soon 
after murdered part of the townsmen, 
drove out the rest, married their wives, seized their 
effects, and remained sole masters of that important 
city. They then assumed the name of Mamer- 
tines. In imitation of them, and by their assistance, 
a Roman legion treated in the same cruel manner the 
city of Rhegium, 2 lying directly opposite to Messina 
on the other side of the strait. These two perfidious 
cities, supporting one another, rendered themselves 
at length formidable to their neighbours; and especi¬ 
ally Messina, which became very powerful, and gave 
gTeat umbrage and uneasiness both to the Syracusans 
and Carthaginians, who possessed one part of Sicily. 
As soon as the Romans had got rid of the enemies they 
had so long contended with, and particularly of Pyr¬ 
rhus, they began to think of punishing the crime of 
their citizens, who had settled themselves at Rhegium, 
ia so cruel and treacherous a manner, nearly ten years 
before. Accordingly, they took the city, and killed, 
in the attack, the greatest part of the inhabitants, 
who, instigated by despair, nad fought to the last 
gasp: three hundred only were left, wno were carried 
to Rome, whipped, and then publicly beheaded in the 
forum. The view which the Romans had in making 
this bloody execution, was to prove to their allies 
their own sincerity and innocence. Rhegium was 
immediately restored to its lawful possessors. The 
Mamertines, who were considerably weakened, 
well by the ruin of their confederate city, as by the 
losses which they had sustained from the Syracusans, 


who had lately placed Hiero at their head, thought it 
time to provide for their own safety. But divisions 
arising among them, one part surrendered the citadel 
to the Carthaginians, whilst the others called in the 
Romans to their assistance, and resolved to put them 
in possession of their city. 

The affair was debated in the Roman senate, 
where, being considered in all its lights, it appeared 
to have some difficulties. 3 Oil one hand it was 
thought base, and altogether unworthy of the Roman 
virtue, for them to undertake openly the defence of 
traitors, whose perfidy was exactly the same with 
that of the Rhegians, whom the Romans had recent* 
ly punished with so exemplary a severity. On the 
other hand, it was of the utmost consequence to stop 
the progress of the Carthaginians, who, not satisfied 
with their conquests in Africa and Spain, had also 
made themselves masters of almost all the islands ofj 
the Sardinian and Hetrurian seas; and would cer¬ 
tainly get all Sicily into their hands, if they should 
be suffered to possess themselves of Messina. From 
thence into Italy, the passage was very short; and it 
was in some manner to invite an enemy to come over, 
to leave the entrance open. These reasons, though so 
strong, could not prevail with the senate to declare in 
favour of the Mamertines; and accordingly, motives 
of honour and justice prevailed in 
this instance over those of interest A. M. 3741. 
and policy. But the people were not A. Carth. 583. 
so scrupulous; 4 for, in an assembly A. Rom. 485. 
held on this subject, it was resolved Ant. J. C.263. 
that the Mamertines should be as¬ 
sisted. The consul Appius Claudius immediately 
set forward with his army, and boldly crossed the 
strait, after he had, by an ingenious stratagem, eluded 
the vigilance of the Carthaginian general. The Car¬ 
thaginians, partly by art and partly by force, were 
driven out of the citadel; and the city was surrendered 
immediately to the consul. The Carthaginians hang¬ 
ed their general, for having given up the citadel in so 
cowardly a manner, and prepared to besiege the town 
with all their forces. Hiero joined them with hi3 
own. But the consul having defeated them separate¬ 
ly, raised the siege, and laid waste at pleasure the 
neighbouring country, the enemy not daring to face 
him. This was the first expedition which the Romans 
made out of Italy. 

It is doubted, 5 whether the motives which prompt¬ 
ed the Romans to undertake this expedition were 
very upright, and exactly conformable to the rules of 
strict justice. Be this as it may, their passage into 
Sicily, and the succour they gave to the inhabitants 
of Messina, may be said to have been the first step 
by which they ascended to that height of glory and 
grandeur which they afterwards attained. 

Hiero, 6 having reconciled himself to the Romans, 
and entered into an alliance with them, the Cartha¬ 
ginians bent all their thoughts on Sicily, and sent 
numerous armies thither. Agrigen- 
tum was their place of arms; which A. M. 3743. 
being attacked by the Romans, was A. Rom. 487. 
won by them, after they had besieged 
it seven months, and gained one battle. 

Notwithstanding the advantage of this victory, 7 
and the conquest of so important a city, the Romans 
were sensible, that whilst the Carthaginians should 
continue masters at sea, the maritime places in the 
island would always side with them, and put it out 
of their power ever to drive them out of Sicily. Be¬ 
sides, they saw with reluctance Africa enjoy a pro¬ 
found tranquillity, at a time that Italy was infested 
by the frequent incursions of its enemies. They now 
first formed the design of having a fleet, and of dis¬ 
puting the empire of the sea with the Carthaginians. 
The undertaking was bold, and in outward appear¬ 
ance rash; but it evinces the courage and mag¬ 
nanimity of the Romans. They were not at that 
time possessed of a single vessel which they could 


* Polyb. 1. i. p. 7. edit. Gronov. 
Vol. I.—12 


a Reggio in Calabria. 


3 Polyb. 1. i. p. 12—15. edit. Gronov. 4 Frontin. 

i The Chevalier Folard examines this question in his re¬ 
marks upon Polybius, 1. i. p. 16. 

fl Polyb. 1. i. p. 15—19. 7 Id. p. 20» 
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call their own; and the ships which had transported 
their forces into Sicily had been borrowed of their 
neighbours. They were inexperienced in sea-affairs, 
haa no carpenters acquainted with the building of 
ships, and did not know even the shape of the quin- 
quCremes, or galleys with five benches of oars, in 
which the chief strength of fleets at that time con¬ 
sisted. But happily, the year before, one had been 
taken upon the coast of Italy, which served them as 
a model. They therefore applied themselves with 
incredible industry and ardour to the building of ships 
in the same form; and in the mean time they got to¬ 
gether a set of rowers, who were taught an exercise 
and discipline utterly unknown to them before, in the 
following manner. Benches were made on the shore, 
in the same order and fashion with those of galleys. 
The rowers were seated on these benches, and taught, 
as if they had been furnished with oars, to throw 
themselves backwards with their arms drawn to their 
breasts; and then to throw their bodies and arms 
forward in one regular motion, the instant their com¬ 
manding officer gave the signal. In two months, 
one hundred galleys of five benches of oars, and 
twenty of three benches were built; and after some 
time had been spent in exercising the rowers on ship¬ 
board, the fleet put to sea, and went in quest of the 
enemy. The consul Duillius had the command of it. 

The Romans coming up with the 

A. hi. 3745. Carthaginians near the coast of My Ice, 
A. Rom. 489. thej* * prepared for an engagement. 1 

As the Romans galleys, by their being 
clumsily and hastily built, were neither nimble nor 
easy to work; this Inconvenience was supplied by a 
machine invented for this occasion, and afterwards 
known by the name of the Corvus 2 {Crow or Crane ) 
by the help of which they grappled the enemy’s ships, 
boarded them, and immediately came to close en¬ 
gagement. The signal for fighting was given. The 
Carthaginian fleet consisted of a hundred and thirty 
sail, under the command of Hannibal. 3 He himself 
was on board a galley of seven benches of oars, 
which had once belonged to Pyrrhus. The Cartha- 
gininans, thoroughly despising enemies who were ut¬ 
terly unacquainted with sea-affairs, imagined that 
their very appearance would put them to flight, and 
therefore came forward boldly, with little expectation 
of fighting; but firmly imagining they should reap 
the spoils, which they had already devoured with 
their eyes. They were nevertheless a little surprised 
at the sight of the above-mentioned engines raised 
on the prow of every one of the enemy’s ships, and 
which were entirely"new to them. But their aston¬ 
ishment increased, when they saw these engines drop 
down at once; and being thrown forcibly into their 
vessels, grappled them in spite of all resistance. 
This changed the form of the engagement, and obliged 
the Carthaginians to come to close engagement with 
their enemies, as though they had fought them on 
land. They were unable to sustain the attack of the 
Romans: a horrible slaughter ensued; and the Car¬ 
thaginians lost fourscore vessels, among which was 
the admiral’s galley, he himself escaping with diffi¬ 
culty in a small boat. 

So considerable and unexpected a victory raised 
the courage of the Romans, and seemed to redouble 
their vigour for the continuance of the war. Extraor¬ 
dinary honours were bestowed on the consul Duillius 
who was the first Roman that had a naval triumph 
decreed him. A rostral pillar was ejected in his ho¬ 
nour, with a noble inscription; which pillar is yet 
standing in Rome. 4 

During the two following years, the Romans grew 
.still stronger at sea, by their success in several engage¬ 
ments. 5 But these were considered by them only as 
essays preparatory to the great design they meditated 
of carrying the war into Africa, and of combating 
the Carthaginians in their own country. There was 


i Polyb. 1. i. p. 22. ® Ibid. 

3 A different person from the great Hannibal. 

* These pillars were called Rostrata, from^ the beaks of 
ebips with which they were adorned; Rostra. 

* Polyb, 1. i. p. 34. 


nothing the latter dreaded more; and to div*s;t so 
dangerous a blow, they resolved to fight the enumy, 
whatever might be the consequence. 

The Romans had elected M. 

Atilius Regulus, and L. Manlius, A. M. 3749. 
consuls for this year. 6 Their fleet A. Rom. 493. 
consisted of three hundred and thirty 
vessels, on board of which were one hundred and forty 
thousand men, each vessel having three hundred 
rowers, and a hundred and twenty soldiers. That of 
the Carthaginians, commanded "by Hanno and Ha- 
milcar, had twenty vessels more than the Romans, 
and a greater number of men in proportion. The 
two fleets came in sight of each other near Ecnomus 
in Sicily. No man could behold two such formidable 
navies, or be a spectator of the extraordinary prepa¬ 
rations they made for fighting, without being under 
some concern, on seeing the danger which menaced 
two of the most powerful states in the world. As the 
courage on both sides was equal, and no great dis¬ 
parity in the forces, the fight was obstinate and the 
victory long doubtful; but at last, the Carthaginians 
were overcome. More than sixty of their ships were 
taken by the enemy, and thirty sunk. The Romans 
lost twenty-four, not one of which fell into the ene¬ 
my’s hands. 

The fruit of this victory, 7 as the Romans had de¬ 
signed it, was their sailing to Africa, after having 
fitted their ships, and provided them with all neces¬ 
saries for carrying on a long war in a foreign country. 
They landed happily in Africa, and began the war by 
taking a town called Clypea, 8 which had a commo¬ 
dious haven. From thence, after having sent an ex¬ 
press to Rome, to give advice of their landing, and to 
receive orders from the senate, they overran the open 
country, in which they made terrible havoc; bringing 
aw r ay whole flocks of cattle, and 20,000 prisoners. 

The express returned in the mean 
time with the orders of the senate, A. M. 3750. 
who decreed that Regulus should A. Rom. 494. 
continue to command the armies in 
Africa, with the title of Proconsul; and that Ins col¬ 
league should return with a great part of the fleet and 
the forces; leaving Regulus only fortv vessels, 15,000 
foot, and 500 horse. Their leaving the latter with so 
few ships and troops, was a visible renunciation of the 
advantages which might have been expected from this 
descent upon Africa. 

The people at Rome depended greatly on the 
courage and abilities of Regulus; and the joy was 
universal, when it was known that he was continued 
in the command in Africa; he alone was afflicted on 
that account. 9 When news was brought him of it, 
he wrote to Rome, and desired, in the strongest 
terms, that he might be appointed a successor. His 
chief reason was, that the death of the farmer who 
rented his grounds, having given one of his hirelings 
an opportunity of carrying off all the implements of 
tillage, his presence was necessary for taking care of « 
his little spot of ground (but seven acres), which was 
all his family subsisted upon. But the senate under¬ 
took to have his lands cultivated at the public ex¬ 
pense; to maintain his wife and children; and to 
indemnify him for the loss he had sustained by the 
robbery of his hireling. Thrice happy age! in which 
poverty was thus had in honour, and was united with 
the most rare and uncommon merit, and the highest 
employments of the state! Regulus, thus freed from 
his domestic cares, bent his whole thoughts on dis¬ 
charging the duty of a general. 

After taking several castles, 10 he laid siege to Adis, 


« Ibid. 1. i. p. 25. * Ibid. p. 30. 

• [Clypea was a small town situated on the little pro¬ 
montory Taphitis, five leagues S. E. of Cape Bona. This 
small promontory, being rounded like a shield or hemi¬ 
sphere, gave rise to the name Clypea, from clypeus a shield. 
By Livy, Mela, and Pliny it is called Clupea ; by Polybius, 
Appian, and Agathemerus, Aspis; but by Solinus and the 
Itinerary, Clypea. A mile distant from this spot where 
once Clypea stood, is a collection of huts or cottages called 
by the inhabitants Clybea. Ptolemy is mistaken in making 
Aspis and Clvpea two different cities.] 

* Val. Max. 1. iv. c. 4. rolyb. 1. i. p. 31—36- 
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one of the strongest fortresses of the country. The 
Carthaginians, exasperated at seeing their enemies 
thus laying waste their lands at pleasure, at last took 
the field, and marched against them, to force them to 
raise the siege. With this view, they posted them¬ 
selves on a hill, which overlooked the Roman camp, 
nnd was convenient for annoying the enemy; but at 
the same time, by its situation, rendered one part of 
their army useless. For the strength of the Cartha¬ 
ginians lay chiefly in their horses and elephants, 
which are of no service but in plains. Regulus did 
not give them an opportunity of descending from the 
hill; but, in order to take advantage of this essential 
mistake of the Carthaginian generals, fell upon them 
in this spot; and after meeting with a feeble resist¬ 
ance, put the enemy to flight, plundered their camp, 
and laid waste the adjacent country. Then, having 
taken Tunes, 1 an important city, and which brought 
him near Carthage, he made his army encamp there. 

The enemy were in the utmost alarm. All things 
had succeeded ill with them, their forces had been 
defeated*by sea and land, and upwards of two hun¬ 
dred towns had surrendered to the conqueror. Be¬ 
sides, the Numidians made greater havoc in their 
territories than even the Romans. They expected 
every moment to see their capital besieged. And 
their affliction was increased by the concourse of 
peasants with their wives and children, who flocked 
from all parts to Carthage for safety; which gave 
them melancholy apprehensions of a famine in case of 
a siege. Regulus, afraid of having the glory of his 
victory torn from him by a successor, made some pro- 
osal of ail accommodation to the vanquished enemy; 
ut the conditions appeared so hard, that they could 
not listen to them. As he did not doubt his being 
soon master of Carthage, he would not abate any 
thing in his demands; but, by an infatuation which is 
almost inseparable from great and unexpected success, 
he treated them with haughtiness; and pretended, 
that every thing he suffered them to possess, ought to 
be esteemed a favour; adding this farther insult, 
That they ought either to overcome like brave men , or 
learn to subrnit to the victor. 2 So harsh and dis¬ 
dainful a treatment only fired their resentment; and 
they resolved rather to die sword in hand, than to do 
any thing which might derogate from the dignity of 
Carthage. 

Reduced to this fatal extremity, they received, in 
the happiest juncture, a reinforcement of auxiliary 
troops out of Greece, with Xanthippus the Lacedse- 


t In the interval betwixt the departure of Manlius and 
the taking of Tunis, we are to place the memorable com¬ 
bat of Regulus and his whole army, with a serpent of so 
prodigious a size, that the fabulous one of Cadmus is hardly 
comparable to it. The story of this serpent was elegantly 
written by Livy, but it is now lost. Valerius Maximus 
however partly repairs that loss; and in the last chapter of 
liis first book, gives us this account of this monster from 
Livy himself:—lie [Livy] says, that on the banks of Ba- 
grada (an African river; lay a serpent of so enormous a 
size, that it kept the whole Roman army from coming to 
the river. Several soldiers had been buried iu the wide 
caverns of its belly, and many pressed to death in the spi¬ 
ral volumes of its tail. Its skin was impenetrable to darts : 
and it was with repeated endeavours that stones, slung from 
the military engines, at last killed it. The serpent then 
exhibited a sight that was more terrible to the Roman co¬ 
horts and legions than even Carthage itself. The streams 
of the river were dyed with its blood, and the stench of its 
putrid carcase infected the adjacent country, so that the 
Roman army was forced to decamp. Its skin, one hundred 
and twenty feet long, was sent to Rome ; and, if Pliny 
may be credited, was to be seen (together with the jaw¬ 
bone of the same monster) in the temple where they were 
first deposited, a? late as the Numantine war. 

[This city was anciently called Tunis and Tunica. It 
etood 15 miles S. E. of Carthage, and like it was of Phoe¬ 
nician origin. It is more famous now than in the days of 
Carthaginian or Roman domination, being the seat of a 
Turkish Bey. and capital of a large territory now called the 
kingdom of Tunis. It is chiefly placed on a rising ground, 
along the western banks of the Lake of Tunis, and enjoys a 
full view of the Guletta, ancient Carthage, and the isle of 
Zowa-moore. It lias been long noted for piracy like the oth¬ 
er cities on the African coast, as Algiers and Tripoli.] 

2 Aei tou; xyx5ou$ H vmxv, n eixfiv tc»V usrtpl^ot/civ. 
Diod. Eelog. 1. xxiii. c. 10. 
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monian at their head, who had been educated in the 
discipline of Sparta, and learnt the art of w ar in that 
renowned and excellent school. When he had heard 
the circumstances of the last battle, which were told 
him at his request; had clearly discerned the occasion 
of its being lost; and perfectly informed himself in 
what the strength of Carthage consisted; he declared 
publicly, and repeated it often, in the hearing of the 
rest of the officers, that the misfortunes of tne Car¬ 
thaginians were owing entirely to the incapacity of 
their generals. These discourses came at last to the 
ear oi the public council; the members of it were 
struck with them, and they requested him to attend 
them. He enforced his opinion with such strong and 
convincing reasons, that the oversights committed by 
the generals were visible to every one; and he proved 
as clearly, that by a conduct opposite to the former, 
they would not only secure their dominions, but drive 
the enemy out of them. This speech revived the 
courage and hopes of the Carthaginians; and Xan¬ 
thippus was entreated, and, in some measure, forced, 
to accept the command of the army. When the 
Carthaginians saw, in his exercising of their forces 
near the city, the manner in which he drew them up 
in order of battle, made them advance or retreat oil 
the first signal, file off with order and expedition; in 
a word, perform all the evolutions and movements of 
the militarj' art; they were struck with astonishment, 
and owned, that the ablest generals which Carthage 
had hitherto produced, knew nothing in comparison of 
Xanthippus. 

The officers, soldiers, and every one, were lost in 
admiration; and what is very uncommon, jealousy 
gave no alloy to it; the fear of the present danger, 
and the love of their country, stifling, without doubt, 
all other sentiments. The gloomy consternation, 
which had before seized the whole army, was suc¬ 
ceeded by joy and alacrity. The soldiers were urgent 
to be led against the enemy, in the firm assurance (as 
they said) of being victorious under their new leader, 
and of obliterating the disgrace of former defeats. 
Xanthippus did not suffer their ardour to cool; and 
the sight of the enemy only inflamed it. When he 
had approached within little more than 1200 paces of 
them, ne thought proper to call a council of war, in 
order to show respect to the Carthaginian generals, 
by consulting them. All unanimously deferred to his 
opinion; upon which it was resolved to give the ene¬ 
my battle the following day. 

The Carthaginian army was composed of 12,000 
foot, 4000 horse and about 100 elephants. That of 
the Romans, as near as may be guessed from what 
goes before (for Polvbius does not mention their num¬ 
bers here) consisted, of 15,000 foot and 300 horse. 

It must be a noble sight to see two armies like 
these before us, not overcharged with numbers, but 
composed of brave soldiers, and commanded by very 
able generals, engaged in battle. In those tumultuous 
fights, where two or 300,000 are engaged on both sides, 
confusion is inevitable; and it is difficult, amidst a 
thousand events, where chance generally seems to 
have a greater share than counsel, to discover the 
true merit of commanders, and the real causes of 
victory. But in such engagements as this before us, 
nothing escapes the curiosity of the reader; for he 
clearly sees the disposition of the two armies; ima¬ 
gines he almost hears the orders given out by the 
generals; follows all the movements of the army; 
can point out the faults committed on hoth sides; and 
is thereby qualified to determine, with certainty, the 
causes to which the victory or defeat is owing. The 
success of this battle, however inconsiderable it may 
appear from the small number of the combatants, was 
nevertheless to decide the fate of Carthage. 

The disposition of both armies was as follows 
Xanthippus drew up all his elephants in front. Be¬ 
hind these, at some distance, he placed the Cartha¬ 
ginian infantry in one body or phalanx. The foreign 
troops in the Carthaginian service were posted, one 
part of them on the right, between the phalanx and 
the horse; and the other, composed of light-armed 
soldiers, in platoons, at the head of the two wing-s of 

the Cavalry. 
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On the side of the Romans, as they apprehended 
the elephants most, Regulus, to provide against them, 
posted his light-armed soldiers, on a line, in the front 
of the legions. In the rear of these, he placed the 
cohorts one behind another, and the horse on the 
wings. In thus straitening the front of his main bat¬ 
tle, to give it more depth, he indeed took a just pre¬ 
caution, says Polybius, against the elephants; but he 
did not provide for the inequality of his cavalry, 
which was much inferior in numbers to that of the 
enemy. 

The two armies being thus drawn up, waited only 
for the signal. Xanthippus orders the elephants to 
advance, to break the ranks of the euemy; and com¬ 
mands the two wings of the cavalry to charge the 
Romans in Hank. At the same time, the latter, 
clashing their arms, and shouting after the manner of 
their country, advance against the enemy. Their 
cavalry did not stand the onset long, being so much 
inferior to that of the Carthaginians. The infantry 
in the left wing, to avoid the attack of the elephants, 
and show how little they feared the mercenaries who 
formed the enemy’s right wing, attacks it. puts it to 
flight, and pursues it to the camp. Those in the first 
ranks, who were opposed to the elephants, were bro¬ 
ken and trodden under foot, after fighting valiantly; 
and the rest of the main body stood firm for some 
time, by reason of its great aepth. But when the 
rear, being attacked by the enemy’s cavalry, was 
obliged to face about and receive it: and those who 
had broken through the elephants, met the phalanx of 
the Carthaginians, which had not yet engaged, and 
which received them in good order, the Romans were 
routed on all sides, and entirely defeated. The 
greatest part of them were crushed to death by the 
enormous weight of the elephants: and the re¬ 
mainder, standing in the ranks, were shot through 
and through with arrows from the enemy’s horse. 
Only a small number fled, and as they were in an 
open country, the horses and elephants killed a great 
part of them: 500, or thereabouts, who went off with 
Regulus, were taken prisoners with him. The Car¬ 
thaginians lost in this battle 800 mercenaries, who 
were opposed to the left wing of the Romans: and of 
the latteronly 2000 escaped, who, by their pursuing the 
enemy’s right wing, had drawn themselves out olt the 
engagement. All the rest, Regulus and those who 
were taken excepted, were left dead on the field. 
The 2000, who had escaped the slaughter, retired to 
Clypea, and were saved in an almost miraculous 
manner. 

The Carthaginians, after having stripped the dead, 
entered Carthage in triumph, dragging after them the 
unfortunate Regulus, aud 500 prisoners. Their joy 
was so much the greater, as, but a very few days be¬ 
fore, they had seen themselves upon the brink of ruin. 
The men and women, old and young people, crowded 
the temples, to return thanks to tne immortal gods; 
and several days were devoted wholly to festivities 
and rejoicings. 

Xanthippus, who had contributed so much to this 
happy change, had the wisdom to withdraw shortly 
after, from tne apprehension lest his glory, which had 
hitherto been unsullied, might, after this first blaze, 
insensibly fade away, and leave him exposed to the 
darts of envy and calumny, which are always danger¬ 
ous, but most in a foreign country, when a man stands 
alone, unsustained by friends and relations, and des¬ 
titute of all support. 

Polybius tells us, that Xantbippus’s departure was 
related in a different manner, and promises to take 
notice of it in another place. But that part of his his¬ 
tory has not come down to us. We read in Appian, 1 
that the Carthaginians, excited by a mean and detes¬ 
table jealousy of Xanthippus’s glory, and unable to 
bear the thoughts that they should stand indebted to 
Sparta for their safety; upon pretence of conducting 
him and his attendants back with honour to his own 
country, with a numerous convov of ships, gave private 
orders to have them all put to death in their passage; 
as if with him they could have buried in the waves for 


* De Deli. Fuu. DO. 


ever the memory of his services, and their horrid in¬ 
gratitude to him. 2 

This battle, says Potybius, 3 though not so consider¬ 
able as many others, may yet furnish very salutary 
instructions; which, adds that author, is the greatest 
benefit that can be reaped from the study of history. 

First, ought any man to put a great confidence - in 
his good fortune, after he has considered the fate of 
Regulus'? That general, insolent with victory, inexo¬ 
rable to the conquered, scarcely deigning to listen to 
them, saw himself a few days after vanquished by 
them, and made their prisoner. Hannibal suggested 
the same reflection to Scipio, when he exhorted him 
not to be dazzled with the success of his arms. Re¬ 
gulus, said he, would have been recorded as one of 
the most uncommon instances of valour and felicity, 
had he, after the victory obtained in this very country, 
granted our fathers the peace which they sued for. 
But putting no bounds to his ambition and the inso¬ 
lence of success, the greater his prosperity, the more 
ignominious was his fall. 4 

In the second place, the truth of the saying of Euri¬ 
pides is here seen in its fullest extent, That one wise 
head is worth a great many hands. 5 A single, man here 
changes the whole face of affairs. On one * *hand, he 
defeats troops that were thought invincible; on the 
other, he revives the courage of a city and an army, 
whom he had found in consternation aud despair. 

Such, as Polybius observes, is the use which ought 
to be made of the study of history. For there being 
two ways of acquiring improvement and instruction, 
first by one’s own experience, and secondly by that of 
other men; it is much more wise and useful to im¬ 
prove by other men’s miscarriages than by our own. 

I return to Regulus, that I may here finish what re¬ 
lates to him; Polybius, to our great disappointment, 
taking no farther notice of that general.® 


* This perfidious action, as it is related by Appian, may 
possibly be true, when we consider the character of the 
Carthoginians, who were certainly a cruel and treacherous 
people. But, if it he fact, one would wonder why Polybius 
should reserve for another occasion, the relation of an inci¬ 
dent which comes in most properly here, as it finishes at 
once the ebaraeter and life of Xanthippus. His silenco 
therefore in this place makes me think, that he intended to 
bring Xanthippus again upon the stage; and to exhibit him 
to the reader in a different light from that in which he ia 
placed by Appian. To this let me add, that it showed no 
great depth of policy in the Carthaginians to take lhis me¬ 
thod of despatching him, when so many others offered which 
were less liable to censure. In this scheme, formed for his 
destruction, not only himself, but nil his followers were to 
be murdered, without the pretence of even a storm, or loss 
of one single Carthaginian, to cover or excuse the perpe¬ 
tration of so horrid a crime. 

a Lib. i. p. 36, 37. 

* Inter pauea felicitatis virtutisque exempla M. Atiliua 
quondam in hac eadem terra fuisset, si victor pacem peien- 
tihus dedisset patribus nostris. Sed non staluendo tandem 
felioitati modum, nec cohibcndo^ efterentem se fortunam, 
quanto altius elatus erat.eo feedius corruit. Liv. 1. xxx. n. 30. 

8 l Clg iv cocci' /So vXsvfix T»s sr oXXxg %£»p»; vtxoL. It may 
not be improner to take notice in this place (as it was for¬ 
gotten before) of a mistake of the learned Casaubon, in his 
translation of a passage of Polybius concerning Xanthippus. 
The passage is this: J Ev ofc x»i SecvSinTrov t » vot AxxtSxtf*- 
oviov oLvUgoi r>j{ Aaxwvixij’s uywyqg fitTt<r%yxt)TX, xxt tj ifitiv 
It v to 7g !TQX.t/xtx,o7g e^ovTM <rvfif*tT^Qv. Which is rendered 
thus hy Casaubon: In queis [militibus sc. Grcccia allatis ] 
Xanthippus quidam fuit Lacedamonius , vir disciplinu. La- 
conica imbutus , et qui rei militaris usum mediocrem habebat. 
Whereas, agreeably with the whole character and conduct of 
Xanthippus, I take the sense of this passage to be, a man 
formed by the Spartan discipline , and proportionably [not 
moderately] skilful in military affairs. 

e This silenee of Polybius has prejudiced a great many 
learned men against many of tbe stories told of Kegulus’s 
barbarous treatment, after he was taken by the Carthagi¬ 
nians. M. Rollin speaks no farther of this matter; and 
therefore I shall give my reader the substance of what is 
brought against the general belief of the Roman writers (as 
well historians as poets), and of Appian on this subject. 
First, it is urged, that Polybius was very sensible that the 
story of these cruelties was false ; and therefore, that ho 
might not disoblige the Romans, by contradicting so general 
a belief, he ehose rather to be silent concerning Regulus 
after he was taken prisoner, than to violate the truth of his¬ 
tory, of which he was so strict an observer. This opinion 
is farther strengthened (say the adversaries of this belief} 
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After being- kept some years in pri- 
A. M. 3755. son, 1 he was sent to Rome to propose 
A. Rom. 499. an exchange of prisoners. He had 
been obliged to take an oath, that he 
would return in case he proved unsuccessful. He 
then acquainted the senate with the subject of his 
voyage; and being invited by them to give his opinion 
freely, he auswered, that he could no longer do it as 
a senator, having lost both this quality, and that of a 
Roman citizen, lrom the time that he had fallen into 
the hands of his enemies; but he did not refuse to offer 
his thoughts as a private person. This was a very 
delicate affair. Every one was touched with the mis¬ 
fortunes of so great a man. He needed only, says 
Cicero, to have spoken one word, and it would have 
.restored him to his liberty, his estate, his dignity, his 
wife, his children, and his country; but that word ap¬ 
peared to him contrary to the honour and welfare of 
the state. He therefore plainly declared, that an ex- 
change of prisoners ought not to be so much as thought 
of: that such an example would be of fatal conse¬ 
quence to the republic: that citizens who had so basely 
surrendered their arms to the enemy, were unworthy 
of the least compassion, and incapable of serving their 
country: that with regard to himself,as he was so far 
advanced in years, his^ death ought to be considered 
ns nothing; whereas they had in their hands several 
Carthaginian generals in the flower of their age, and 
capable of doing their country great services for many 
years. It was with difficulty that the senate complied 
with so generous and unexampled a counsel. The 
illustrious exile therefore left Rome,2 in order to re¬ 
turn to Carthage,unmoved either with the deep afflic¬ 
tion of his friends, or the tears of his wife and children, 
although he knew but too well the grievous torments 
which were prepared for him. And, indeed, the mo¬ 
ment his enemies saw him returned without having 
obtained the exchange of prisoners, they put him to 
every kind of torture their barbarous cruelty could in¬ 
vent. They imprisoned him fora longtime in a dismal 
dungeon, whence (after cutting off his eye-lids) they 
drew him at once into the sun, when its beams darted 
the strongest heat. They next put him into a kind 
of chest stuck full of nails, whose points wounding 
him did not allow him a moment’s ease either day or 
night. Lastly, after having been long tormented by 
being kept for ever awake in this dreadful torture, his 
merciless enemies nailed him to a cross, their usual 
punishment, and left him to expire on it. Such was 
the end of this great man. His enemies, by depriving 
him of some days, perhaps years, of life, brought eter¬ 
nal infamy on themselves. 

The blow which the Romans had received in Africa 
did not discourage them. 3 They made greater pre¬ 
parations than before, to retrieve their loss; and put 


by a fragment of Diodorus, whieh says, that the wife of 
Begulus, exasperated at the death of her husband in Car¬ 
thage, occasioned, as she imagined, by barbarous usage, 
persuaded her sons to revenge the fate of their father, uy 
the cruel treatment of two Carthaginian captives (thought 
to he BosUr and Hamilcar) taken in the sea-fight against 
Sicily, aft>»r the misfortune of Regnlus, and put into her 
bands for the redemption of her husband. One of these 
died by the aeverity of his imprisonment; and the other, by 
the (care of the Senate, who detested the cruelty, survived, 
and was recovered to health. This treatment of the cap- 
lives, and the resentment of the Senate on that account, 
form a third argument or presumption against the truth of 
this story of Regulus, which is thus argued :— Regulus dy¬ 
ing in his captivity by the usual course of nature, his wife, 
thus frustrated of her hopes of redeeming him by the ex¬ 
change of her captives, treated them with the utmost bar¬ 
barity, in consequence of her belief of the ill usage which 
Regulus had received. The senate being angry with her 
for it, to give some colour to her cruelties, she gave out 
among her acquaintance and kindred, that her husband died 
in the way generally related. This, like all other reports, 
increased gradually ; and, from the national hatred betwixt 
the Carthaginians and Rofnans, was easily and generally 
believed by the latter. How far this is conclusive against 
the testimonies of two such weighty authers as Cicero and 
Beneea (to say nothing of the poets) is left tu the judgment 
of the reader. 

1 Appian. de Bello Pun. p. 2. 3. Cie. Art Off. 1. iii. n. 
Cfl. 100. An!. Orl. 1 . vi. c. 4. S^ncc. Ej> no. 

a Borat. 1. iii. Od. 3. 3 Polyb. 1. i. p. 37. 
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to sea, the following campaign, three hundred and 
sixty vessels. The Carthaginians sailed out to meet 
them with two hundred; but were beaten in an en¬ 
gagement fought on the coasts of Sicily, and a hun¬ 
dred and fourteen of their ships were taken by the 
Romans. The latter sailed into Africa, to take in the 
few soldiers who had escaped the pursuit of the enemy, 
after the defeat of Regulus; and had defended them¬ 
selves vigorously in Clypea, where they had been un¬ 
successfully besieged. 

Here again we are astonished that the Romans, af¬ 
ter so considerable a victory, and with so large a fleet, 
should sail into Africa, only to bring from thence a 
small garrison; whereas they might have attempted 
the conquest of it, since Regulus, with much fewer 
forces, had almost completed it. 

The Romans, on their return, were overtaken by a 
storm, which almost destroyed their whole fleet. 4 The 
like misfortune befel them also the following year. 5 
However they consoled themselves for this double loss, 
by a victory which they gained over Asdrubal, from 
whom they took near a hundred and forty elephants. 
This news being brought to Rome, filled the whole 
city with joy; not only because the strength of the 
enemy’s array was considerably diminished by the loss 
of their elephants, but chiefly because this victory had 
inspired the land forces with fresh courage; who, since 
the defeat of Regulus, had not dared to venture upon 
an engagement; so great was the terror with which 
those formidable animals had filled the minds of all the 
soldiers. It was therefore judged proper to make a 
greater effort than ever, in order to finish, if possible, 
a war which had continued fourteen years. The two 
consuls set sail with a fleet of two hundred ships, and 
ai riving in Sicily, formed the bold design of besieging 
Lilybaeum. This was the strongest tow*n which the 
Carthaginians possessed, and the loss of it would be 
attended with that of every part of the island, and open 
to the Romans a free passage into Africa. 

The reader will suppose, that the utmost ardour was 
shown, both in the assault and defence of the place. 6 
Imilco was governor there, with 10,000 regular forces, 
exclusive of the inhabitants; and Hannibal, the son of 
Hamilcar, soon brought him as maivy more from Car¬ 
thage; he having, with the most intrepid courage, 
forced his way through the enemy’s fleet, and arrived 
happily in the port. 

The Romans had not lost any time. Having 
brought forward their engines, they beat down se¬ 
veral towers with their battering rams; and gaining 
ground daily, they made such progress, as gave the 
besieged, who now were closely pressed, some fears. 
The governor saw plainly that there was no other 
way left to save the city, but by firing the engines 
of the besiegers. Having therefore prepared his for¬ 
ces for this enterprise, he sent them out at day-break 
with torches in their hands, tow, and all kinds of 
combustible matters; and at the same time attacked 
all the engines. The Romans exerted their utmost 
efforts to repel them, and the engagement was very 
bloody. Every man, assailant as well as defendant, 
stood to his post, and chose to die rather than quit 
it. At last, after a long resistance, and dreadful 
slaughter, the besieged sounded a retreat, and left 
the Romans in possession of their works. This con¬ 
flict being over, Hannibal embarked in the night, 
and, concealing his departure from the enemy, sailed 
for Drepanum, where Adherbal commanded for the 
Carthaginians. Drepanum was advantageously situ¬ 
ated; having a eomrnodious port, and lying about 
120 furlongs from Lilybaeum; and the Carthaginians 
had been always very desirous of preserving it. 

The Romans, animated by their late success, re¬ 
newed the attack with greater vigour than ever; the 
besieged not daring to make a second attempt to 
burn their machines, so much were they disheartened 
by the ill success of the former. But a furious wind 
rising suddenly, some mercenary soldiers represented 
to the governor, that now was the favourable oppor¬ 
tunity for them to fire the engines of the besiegers 
especially as the wind blew full against them; and 


<» Pag. 38—40. 
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e Fag. 41—50. 
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they offered themselves for the enterprise. The offer 
was accepted, and accordingly they were furnished 
with every thing necessary. In a moment the fire 
catched all the engines; and the Romans could not 
possibly extinguish it, because the flames being 
spread instantly every where, the winds carried the 
sparks and smoke full in their eyes, so that they 
could not see where to apply relief; whereas their 
enemies saw clearly where to aim their strokes, and 
throw their fire. This accident made the Romans 
lose all hopes of being ever able to carry the place 
by force. They therefore turned the siege into a 
blockade; raised a strong line of contravallation 
round the town; and, dispersing their army in every 
part of the neighbourhood, resolved to effect by time, 
what they found themselves absolutely unable to per¬ 
form any other way. 

When the transactions of the siege of Litybamm, 
and the loss of part of the forces, were known at 
Rome, the citizens, so far from desponding at this ill 
news, seemed to be fired with new vigour. 1 Every 
man strove to be foremost in the muster-roll; so that 
in a very little time, an army of 10,000 men was 
raised, who, crossing the strait, inarched by land to 
join the besiegers. 

At the same time, P. Claudius 

A. M. 3756. Pulcher, the consul, formed a design 
A. Rom. 500. of attacking Adherbal in Drepanum. 2 

He thought himself sure of surpris¬ 
ing him, because after tne loss lately sustained by 
the Romans at Lilybceum, the enemy could not im¬ 
agine that they would venture 'out again at sea. 
Flushed with these hopes, he sailed out with his fleet 
in the night, the better to conceal his design. But 
he had to do with an active general, whose vigilance 
he could not elude, and who did not even give him 
time to draw up his ships in line of battle, but fell 
vigorously upon him whilst his fleet was in disorder 
end confusion. The Carthaginians gained a com¬ 
plete victory. Ofthe Roman fleet, only thirty vessels 
got off, which being in company with the consul, fled 
with him, and got away m the best manner they 
could along the coast. All the rest, amounting to 
fourscore and thirteen, with the men on board them, 
were taken by the Carthaginians; a few soldiers ex¬ 
cepted, who had escaped from the wreck of their 
vessels. This victory displayed as much the pru¬ 
dence and valor of Adherbal, as it reflected shame 
end ignominy on the Roman consul. 

Junius, his colleague, was neither more prudent 
nor more fortunate than himself, but lost his whole 
fleet by his ill conduct. 3 Endeavouring to atone for 
bis misfortune by some considerable action, he held 
e secret correspondence with the _ inhabitants of 
Eryx, 4 and by that means got the city surrendered 
to nim. On the summit ot the mountain stood the 
temple of Venus Erycina, which was certainly the 
most beautiful as well as the richest of all the Sicilian 
temples. The city stood a little below the summit 
of this mountain, and the only access to it was by a 
road very long and very rugged. Junius posted one 
part of his troops upon the top, and the remainder at 
the foot ofthe mountain, imagining that he now had 
nothing to fear; but Hamilcar, surnamed Barca, 
father of the famous Hannibal, found means to get 
into the city which lay between the two camps of 
the enemy, and there fortified himself. From this 
advantageous post he harassed the Romans inces¬ 
santly for two years. One can scarce conceive how 
it was possible for the Carthaginians to defend them¬ 
selves, when thus attacked from both the summit and 


t Polyb. p. 50. a Ibid. p. 51. 

* Polyb. 1. i. p. 54-59. 

« [It must be observed here that the port of Drepa¬ 
num lay north of Lilybaeum, at the foot of mount Eryx. 
This port obtained the appellation of Drepanum, from the 
exceeding curvature of the shore after the manner of a 
hook, called Drepanon in Greek. The eity of Eryx stood 
on the declivity of the mountain and the temple of Venus 
on the* * summit. The mountain is now called Monte de 
San Juliano, and ne\i to JEtna is esteemed the highest in 
Sicily. Thus the whole three were connected together; the 
port ealled Drepanum or the Hook, the city of Eryx on the 
declivity, and the temple on the summit.] 


foot of the mountain; and unable to get provisions, 
but from a little port, which was the only one open 
to them. By such enterprises as these, the abilities 
and prudent courage of a general are as well, or per¬ 
haps better, discovered, than by the winning of a 
battle. 

For five years, nothing memorable was performed 
on either side. 5 The Romans had imagined that 
their land forces would alone be capable of finishing 
the siege of Lylibaeum; but as they saw it protracted 
beyond their expectation, they returned to their first 
plan, and made extraordinary efforts to fit out a new 
fleet. The public treasury Was at a low ebb; but 
this want was supplied by the zeal of individuals; so 
ardent was the love which the Romans bore to their 
country. Every man, according to his circumstan¬ 
ces, contributed to the common expense; and, upon 
public security, advanced money, without the least 
scruple, for an expedition on which the glory and 
safety of Rome depended. One man fitted out a 
ship at his own charge; another was equipped by 
the contributions of two or three; so 
that, in a very little time, 200 were A. M. 3763. 
ready for sailing. The command A. Rom. 507. 
was given to Lutatius the consul, 
who immediately put to sea. The enemy’s fleet had 
retired into Africa: the consul therefore easily seized 
upon all the advantageous posts in the neighbourhood 
of Lilybaeum; and foreseeing that he should soon be 
forced to fight, he omitted no precautions to ensure 
success; ana employed the interval iu exercising his 
soldiers and seamen at sea. 

He was soon informed that the Carthaginian fleet 
drew near, under the command of Hanno, who land¬ 
ed in a small island called Hiera, opposite to Drepa¬ 
num. His design was to reach Eryx undiscovered 
by the Romans, in order to supply the army there; 
to reinforce his troops, and take Barca on board to 
assist him in the expected engagement. But the 
consul, suspecting his intention, was beforehand with 
him; and having assembled all his best forces, sailed 
for the small island iEgusa, 6 which lay near the 
other. He acquainted his officers with the design he 
had ofattacking the enemy on the morrow. Accord¬ 
ingly, at day-break, he prepared to engage: unfor¬ 
tunately, the wind was favorable for the enemy, 
which made him hesitate whether he should give him 
battle. But considering that the Carthaginian fleet, 
when unloaded of its provisions, would become light¬ 
er and more fit for action; and, besides, w T oulu be 
considerably strengthened by the forces and presence 
of Barca, he came to a resolution at once; and not¬ 
withstanding the foul weather, made directly to the 
enemy. The consul had choice forces, able seamen 
and excellent ships, built after the model of a galley 
that had been lately taken from the enemy; and 
which was the completest in its kind that had ever 
been seen. The Carthaginians, on the other hand, 
were destitute of all these advantages. As they had 
been the entire masters at sea for some years, and the 
Romans did not once dare to face them, they held 
them in the highest contempt, and looked upon them¬ 
selves as invincible. On the first report of the ene¬ 
my being in motion, the Carthaginians had put to 
sea a fleet fitted out in haste, as appeared from every 
circumstance of it: the soldiers and seamen being 
all mercenaries, newly levied, without the least ex¬ 
perience, resolution, or zeal, since it was not for their 
own country they were going to fight. This soon 
appeared in the engagement. They could not sus¬ 
tain the first attack. Fifty of their vessels were 
sunk, and seventy taken, with their whole crews. 
The rest, favoured by a wind that rose very seasona¬ 
bly for them, made the best of their way to the little 
island from whence they had sailed. There were 
upwards of 10,000 taken prisoners. The consul 
sailed immediately for Lilybaenm, and joined his 
forces to those of the besiegers. 

When the news of this defeat arrived at Carthage, 
it occasioned so much the greater surprise and terror^ 


e Polyb. 1. i. p. 59-62. 
e These islands are also called Agates. 
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as it was less expected. The senate, however, did 
not lose their courage, though they saw themselves 
quite unable to continue the war. As the Romans 
were now masters of the sea, it was not possible for 
the Carthaginians to send either provisions or rein¬ 
forcements to the armies in Sicily. An express was 
therefore immediately despatched to Barca, the gene¬ 
ral there, empowering him to act as he should think 
proper. Barca, so long as he had room to entertain 
the least hopes, had done every thing that could be 
expected from the most intrepid courage, and the 
most consummate wisdom. But having now no re¬ 
source left, he sent a deputation to the consul, in or¬ 
der to treat about a peace. Prudence, says Polybius, 
consists in knowing now to resist and yield at a sea¬ 
sonable juncture. Lutatius was not insensible how 
tired the Romans were grown of a war, which had 
exhausted them hoth of men and money; and the 
dreadful consequences which had attended on Regu- 
lus’s inexorable and imprudent obstinacy, were fresh 
in his memory. He therefore complied without dif¬ 
ficulty, and dictated the following treaty:— 

There shall be peace between rome and 

CARTHAGE (IN CASE THE ROMAN PEOPLE APPROVE 
OF IT) ON THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: THE CAR¬ 
THAGINIANS SHALL EVACUATE ALL SICILY? SHALL 
NO LONGER MAKE WAR UPON HIERO, THE SYRACU¬ 
SANS OR THEIR ALLIES: THEY SHALL RESTORE TO 
THE ROMANS, WITHOUT RANSOM, ALL THE PRISON¬ 
ERS WHICH THEY HAVE TAKEN FROM THEM; AND 
PAY THEM, WITHIN TWENTY YEARS, TWO THOUSAND 
TWO HUNDRED 1 EUBOIC TALENTS OF SILVER. 2 It is 
worth the reader’s remarking, by the way, the sim¬ 
ple, exact, and clear terms in which this treaty is 
expressed; that, in so short a compass, adjusts the 
interests of two powerful republics and their allies, 
both by sea and land. 

When these conditions were brought to Rome, the 
people, not approving of them, sent ten commission¬ 
ers to Sicily, to terminate the affair. These made 
no alteration as to the substance of the treaty; 3 only 
shortening the time appointed for payment, reducing 
it to ten years: a thousand talents were added to the 
sum that had been stipulated, which were to be paid 
immediately; and the Carthaginians were required, 
to depart out of all the islands situated between Italy 
and Sicily. Sardinia was not comprehended in this 
treaty; but they gave it up by another treaty which 
was made some years afterwards. 

Such was the conclusion of a war, 
A. M. 3763. one of the longest mentioned in his- 
A. Garth. 605. tory, since it continued twenty-four 
A. Rom. 507. years without intermission. The ob- 
Ant.J.C.241. stinacy, in disputing for empire, was 
equal on either side: the same reso¬ 
lution, the same greatness of soul, in forming as well 
as in executing of projects, being conspicuous on 
both sides. The Carthaginians had the superiority 
in their acquaintance with naval affairs; in their 
skill in the construction of their vessels; the work¬ 
ing of them; the experience and capacity of their 
pilots; the knowledge of coasts, shallows, roads, 
and winds; and in the inexhaustible fund of wealth, 
which furnished all the expenses of so long and ob¬ 
stinate a war. The Romans had none of these ad¬ 
vantages, but their courage, zeal for the public good, 
love of their country, and a noble emulation of glory, 
supplied all other deficiencies. We are astonished 
to see a nation, so raw and inexperienced in naval 
affairs, not only making head against a people who 
were better skilled in them, and more powerful than 
any that had ever been before; but even gaining se¬ 
veral victories over them at sea. No difficulties or 
calamities could discourage them. They certainly 
would not have thought ot peace, in the circumstan¬ 
ces under which the Carthaginians demanded it. 
One unfortunate campaign dispirits the latter: 
whereas the Romans are not shaken by a succession 
of them. 

As to soldiers, there was no comparison between 


* This sum amounts to near 6,180,000 French livres. 

® 515.0005 English money. * Polyb. 1. iii. p. 182. 
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those of Rome and Carthage, the former being infi ¬ 
nitely superior in point of courage. Among the gen¬ 
erals who commanded in this war, Hamilcar, sur- 
named Barca, was, doubtless, the most conspicuous 
for his bravery and prudence. 

The Libyan War; or, against the Mercenaries. 

The war which the Carthaginians waged against 
the Romans, 4 was succeeded immediately by anoth¬ 
er, 5 which though of much shorter continuance, was 
infinitely more dangerous; as it was carried on in the 
very heart of the republic, and attended with such 
cruelty and barbarity, as is scarce to be paralleled in 
history, I mean the war which the Carthaginians 
were obliged to sustain against their mercenary- 
troops, who had served under them in Sicily, and 
which is commonly called the African or Libyan 
war. 6 It continued only three years and a half, but 
was a very bloody one. The occasion of it was this:— 

As soon as the treaty was concluded with the Ro¬ 
mans, 7 Hamilcar, having carried to Lilybeeum the 
forces which were in Eryx, resigned his commission ; 
and left to Gisgo, governor of the place, the care of 
transporting these forces into Africa. Gisgo, as 
though he had foreseen what would happen, did not 
ship them all off at once, but in small and separate 
parties: in order that those who came first might be 
paid off and sent home, before the arrival of the rest 
This conduct evinced great forecast and wisdom, but 
was not seconded equally at Carthage. As the re¬ 
public had been exhausted by the expense of a long 
war, and the payment of near 130,0002. to the Ro¬ 
mans on signing the peace, the forces were not paid 
off in proportion as they arrived ; but it was thought 
proper to wait for the rest, in the hopes of obtaining 
from them (when they should be all together), a re¬ 
mission of some part of their arrears. This was the 
first oversight. 

Here we discover the genius of a state composed 
of merchants, who know the full value of money, 
but are little acquainted with that of the services of 
soldiers; who bargain for blood as though it were an 
article of trade, and always go to the cheapest market. 
In such a republic, when an exigency is once answer¬ 
ed, the merit of services is no longer remembered. 

These soldiers, most of whom came to Carthage, 
having been long accustomed to a. licentious life, 
caused great disturbances in the city ; to remedy 
which, it was proposed to their officers, to march 
them all to a little neighbouring town called Sicca, 
and there supply them with whatever was necessary 
for their subsistence, till the arrival of the rest of 
their companions; and that then they should all be 
paid off, and sent home. This was a second over- 
sight. 

A third was, the refusing to let them leave their 
baggage, their wives, and children in Carthage, as 
they desired ; and the forcing them to remove these 
to Sicca; whereas, had they stayed in Carthage, 
they would have been in a manner so many hostages. 

Being all met together at Sicca, they began (hay¬ 
ing little else to do) to compute the arrears of their 
pay, which they made amount to much more than 
was really due to them. To this computation, they 
added the mighty promises which had been marie 
them at different times as an encouragement for them 
to do their duty ; and pretended that these likewise 
ought to be brought into the account. Hanno, who 
was then governor of Africa, and had been sent to 
them from the magistrates of Carthage, proposed to 
them to consent to some abatement of their arrears; 
and to content themselves with receiving a part, in 
consideration of the great distress to which the com¬ 
monwealth was reduced, and its present unhappy cir¬ 
cumstances. The reader will easily guess how such 
a proposal was received. Complaints, murmurs, se¬ 
ditious and insolent clamours, were every where 
heard. These troops being composed of different 


* Polyb. 1. i. p. 65—80. 

5 The same year that the first Punic war ended. 

« And sometimes, or the war with tho merccna- 

es. 1 Polyb. 1. i. p. 66. 
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nations, who were strangers to one another’s lan¬ 
guage, were incapable of hearing reason when they 
once mutinied. Spaniards, Gauls, Ligurians, inhabi¬ 
tants of the Balearic isles; Greeks, the greatest part 
of them slaves or deserters, and a very great number 
of Africans, composed these mercenary forces. Trans¬ 
ported with rage, they immediately break up, march 
towards Carthage (being upwards of 2O,000L and 
encamped at Tunis, not far from that metropolis. 

The Carthaginians discovered too late their error. 
There was no compliance, how groveling soever, to 
which they did not stoop, to soothe these exasperated 
soldiers: who, on their side, practised every knavish 
art which could be thought of, in order to extort 
money from them. When one point was gained, 
they immediately had recourse to a new artifice, on 
which to grotfna some new demand. Was their pay 
settled beyond the agreement made with them, they 
would still be reimbursed for the losses which they 
pretended to have sustained, either by the death of 
their horses, by the excessive price which at certain 
times they had paid for bread-corn; and still insisted 
on the recompense which had been promised them. 
As nothing could be fixed, the Carthaginians, with 
great difficulty, prevailed on them to refer themselves 
to the opinion of some general who had commanded 
iu Sicily. Accordingly they pitched upon Gisgo, 
who had always been very acceptable to tnem. This 
general harangued them in a mild and insinuating 
manner; recalled to their memories the long time 
they had been in the Carthaginian service; the con¬ 
siderable sums they had received from the republic; 
and granted almost all their demands. 

The treaty was upon the point of being concluded, 
when two mutineers occasioned a tumult in eveiy 
part of the camp. One of those was Spendius a 
Capuan, who had been a slave at Rome, ana had tied 
to the Carthaginians. He was tall and bold. The 
fear he was under of falling into the hands of his 
former master by whom he was sure to be hanged 
(as was the custom), prompted him to break off the 
agreement. He was seconded by one Matho, 1 who 
had been very active in forming the conspiracy.— 
These two represented to the Africaus, that the in¬ 
stant after their companions should be discharged 
and sent home, they, being thus left alone in their 
own country, would fall a sacrifice to the rage of the 
Carthaginians, who would take vengeance upon them 
for the common rebellion. This was sufficient to 
raise them to fury. They immediately made choice 
of Speudius and Matho for their chiefs. No remon¬ 
strances were heard; and whoever offered to make 
any, was immediately put to death. They ran to 
Gisgo’s tent, plundered it of the money designed 
for the payment of the forces; dragged that general 
himself to prison, with, all his attendants; after hav¬ 
ing treated them with the utmost indignities. All 
the cities of Africa, to whom they had sent deputies 
to exhort them to recover their liberty, came over to 
them, Utica and Hippacra excepted, which they 
therefore immediately besieged. 

Carthage had never been before exposed to such 
imminent danger. The citizens individually drew 
each his subsistence from the rents or revenues of 
their lands, and the public expenses from the tribute 
paid by Africa. But all this was stopped at once; 
and (a much worse circumstance) was turned against 
them. Tbey found themselves destitute of arms and 
forces either for sea or land; of all necessary pre¬ 
parations either for the sustaining of a siege, or the 
equipping of a fleet; and, to complete.their misfor¬ 
tunes, without any hopes of foreign assistance either 
from their friends or allies. 

They might in some sense impute to themselves 
the distress to which they were reduced. During 


1 Matho was an African, and free born; but as be had 
been active in raising’ the rebellion, an accommodation 
would have ruined him. He, therefore, despairing of a 
pardon, embraced the interests of Spendius with more zeal 
lhan any of the rebels ; and first insinuated to the Africans 
the danger of concluding a peace, as this would leave them 
alone and exposed to the rago of their old masters. Polyb . 
p. 98. edit. Oronov. 


the last war, they had treated the African nations 
with the utmost rigour, by imposing excessive tributes 
on them, in the exaction of which no allowance was 
made for poverty and extreme misery; and governors, 
such as Hanno, were treated with the greater respect, 
the more severe they had been in levying those tributes. 
So that no great efforts were necessary to prevail up¬ 
on the Africans to engage in this rebellion. At the 
very first signal that was made, it broke out, and in a 
moment became general. The women, who had 
often, with the deepest affliction, seen their husbands 
and fathers dragged to prison for non-payment, were 
more exasperated than the men; and with pleasure 
gave up all their ornaments towards the expenses of 
the war; so that the chiefs of the rebels, after paying 
all they had promised the soldiers, found themselves 
still in the midst of plenty: an instructive lesson, 
saj^s Polybius, to ministers, how a people should be 
treated; as it teaches them to look not only to the 
present occasion, but to extend their views to futurity. 

The Carthaginians, notwithstanding their present 
distress, did not despond, but made the most extraor¬ 
dinary efforts. The command of the army was given 
to Hanno. Troops were levied by land and sea; 
horse as well as foot. All citizens, capable of bear¬ 
ing arms, were mustered; mercenaries were invited 
from all parts; and all the ships which the republic 
had left were refitted. 

The rebels discovered no less ardour. We related 
before, that they had formed the siege of the two only 
cities which refused to join them. Their army was 
now increased to 70,000 men. After detachments 
had been drawn from it to carry on those sieges,they 
pitched their camp at Tunis; and thereby held Car¬ 
thage ia a kind of blockade, filled it with perpetual 
alarms, and frequently advancing up to its very walls 
by day as well as by night. 

Hanno had marched to the relief of Utica, and 
gained a considerable advantage, which, had he made 
a proper use of it, might have proved decisive: but 
entering the city, and only diverting himself there, 
the mercenaries, who had retreated to a neighbouring 
hill covered with trees, hearing how careless the enemy 
were, poured down upon them; found the soldiers 
straggling in all parts; took and plundered the camp,- 
and seized upon all the supplies that had been 
brought from Carthage for the relief of the besieged. 
Nor was this the only error committed by Hanno; 
and errors, in such critical junctures, are much the 
most fatal. Hamilcar, surnamed Barca, was there¬ 
fore appointed to succeed him. This general answer¬ 
ed the idea which had been entertained of him; and 
his first success was the obliging the rebels to raise 
the siege of Utica. He then marched against their 
army which was encamped near Carthage; defeated 
part of it, and seized almost all their advantageous 
posts. These successes revived the courage of the 
Carthaginians. 

The arrival of a young Numidian nobleman, Na- 
ravasus by name, who, out of esteem for the person 
and merit of Barca, joined him with 2000 Numidians, 
was of great service to that general. Animated by 
this reinforcement, he fell upon the rebels, who had 
cooped him up in a valley; killed 10,000 of them, and 
took 4000 prisoners. The young Numidian distin- 
gushed himself greatly in this battle. Barca took 
into his troops as many of the prisoners a9 were de¬ 
sirous of being enlisted, and gave the rest free liberty 
to go wherever they pleased, on condition that they 
should never take up arms any more against the Car¬ 
thaginians; otherwise, that every man of them, if 
taken, should be put to death. This conduct proves 
the wisdom of that general. He thought this a bet¬ 
ter expedient than extreme severity. And indeed 
where a multitude of mutineers are concerned, the 
greatest part of whom have been drawn in by the per¬ 
suasions of the most hot-headed, or through fear ol the 
most furious, clemency seldom fails of being successful. 

Spendius, the chief of the rebels, fearing that this 
affected lenity of Barca might occasion a defection 
among his troopMhousrht the only expedient left him 
to prevent it, would be to strike some signal blow, 
which would deprive them of all hopes of being ever 
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reconciled to the enemy. With this view, after hav- 
ing read to them some fictitious letters, by which ad¬ 
vice was given him, of a secret design concerted 
betwixt some of their comrades and Gisgo for rescu¬ 
ing him out of prison, where he had been so long 
detained ; he brought them to the barbarous resolu¬ 
tion of murdering him and all the rest of the prisoners ; 
and any man, who durst offer any milder counsel, was 
immediately sacrificed to their fury. Accordingly, 
this unfortunate general, and 700 prisoners who were 
confined with him, were brought out to the front of 
the camp, where Gisgo fell the first sacrifice, and af¬ 
terwards all the rest. Their hands were cut off, 
their thighs broken, and their bodies, still breath¬ 
ing, were thrown into a hole. The Carthaginians 
eent a herald to demand their remains,in order to pay 
them the last sad office, but were refused ; and the 
herald was farther told, that whoever presumed to 
come upon the like errand, should meet w ith Gisgo’s 
fate. And, indeed, the rebels immediately came to 
the unanimous resolution, of treating all such Car¬ 
thaginians as should fall into their hands in the same 
barbarous manner ; and decreed farther, that if any 
of their allies were taken, they should, after their 
hands were cut off", be sent back to Carthage. This 
bloody resolution was but too punctually executed. 

The Carthaginians were now just beginning to 
breathe, as it were, and recover their spirits, when a 
number of unlucky accidents plunged them again 
into fresh dangers. A division arose among their 
generals ; and the provisions, of which they were in 
extreme necessity, coming to them by sea, were all 
Cast away in a storm. But the misfortune which they 
most keenly felt, was, the sadden defection of the tw'o 
only cities which till then had preserved their allegi¬ 
ance, and in all times adhered inviolably to the com¬ 
monwealth. These were Utica and Hippatra. These 
cities, without the least reason, or even so much as a 
pretence, went over at once to the rebels ; and trans¬ 
ported with the like rage and fury, murdered the go¬ 
vernor, with the garrison sent to their relief; and 
carried their inhumanity so far, as to refuse their dead 
bodies to the Carthaginians, who demanded them 
back in order for burial. 

The rebels, animated by so much success, laid 
siege to Cartilage, but were obliged immediately 
to raise it. They nevertheless continued the war. 
Having drawn together, into one body, all their own 
troops and those of the allies (making upwards of 
60,000 men in all), they watched the motions of Ha- 
milcar’s army, but carefully kepttheirown onthebills; 
and avoided coming down into the plains, because 
the enemy would there have had too great an advan¬ 
tage over them, on account of their elephants and 
cavalry. Hamilcar, more skilful in the art of war 
than they, never exposed himself to any of their at¬ 
tacks ; but taking advantage of their oversights, often 
dispossessed them of their posts, if their soldiers 
straggled but ever so little ; and harassed them a 
thousand ways. Such of them as fell into his hands, 
were thrown to wild beasts. At last, he surprised 
them at a time when they least expected it, ana shut 
them up in a post which was so situated, that it was 
impossible for them to get out of it. Not daring to 
venture a battle, and being unable to get off, they 
began to fortify their camp, and surrounded it with 
ditches and intrenchments. But an enemy among 
themselves, and which was much more formidable, 
ad reduced them to the greatest extremity; this was 
unger, which was so raging, that they at last ate one 
nother; Divine Providence, says Polybius, thus re¬ 
venging upon themselves the barbarous cruelty they 
had exercised on others. They now had no resource 
left; and knew but too well the punishments which 
would be inflicted on them, in case they should fall 
alive into the hands of the enemy. After such bloody 
scenes as had been acted by them, they did not so 
much as think of peace, or of coming to an accom¬ 
modation. They had sent to their forces encamped 
# at Tunis for assistance, but with no success. In the 
mean time the famine increased daily. They had 
first eaten their prisoners, then their slaves ; and now 
their fellow-citizens ouly were left. Their chiefs, 

Vot,. I.—13 


now no longer able to resist the complaints and cries 
of the multitude, who threatened to massacre them 
if they did not surrender, went themselves to Hamil¬ 
car, after having obtained a safe-conduct from him. 
The conditions of the treaty were, that the Cartha¬ 
ginians should select any ten of the rebels, to treat 
them as they should think fit, and that the rest should 
be dismissed with only one suit of clothes for each. 
When the treaty was signed, the chiefs themselves 
were arrested and detained by the Carthaginians, who 
plainly showed, on this occasion, that they did not 
pride themselves upon their good faith and sincerity. 
The rebels, hearing that their chiefs were seized, and 
knowing nothing of the convention, suspected that 
they were betrayed,and thereupon immediately took 
up arms. But Hamilcar, having surrounded them 
brought forward his elephants ; and either trod them 
all under foot, or cut them to pieces, they being up¬ 
wards of 40,000. 

The consequence of this victory was, the reduction 
of almost all the cities of Africa, which immediately 
returned to their allegiance. Hamilcar, w ithout loss 
of time, marched against Tunis, which ever since 
the beginning of the war, had been the asylum of 
the rebels, and their place of arms. He invested it 
on one side, whilst Hannibal, who was joined in the 
command w ith him, besieged it on the other. Then 
advancing near the walls, and ordering crosses to be 
set up, he hung Spendius on one of them, and his 
companions who had been seized with him on the 
rest, where they all expired. Matho, the other chief, 
w r bo commanded in the city, saw plainly by this what 
he himself might expect ; and for that reason was 
much more attentive to his own defence. Perceiving 
that Hannibal, as being confident of success, was 
very negligent in all his motions, he made a sally, 
attacked his quarters, killed many of his men, took 
several prisoners, among whom was Hannibal him¬ 
self, and plundered his camp. Then taking Spendi¬ 
us from the eross, he put Hannibal in his place, after 
having made him suffer inexpressible torments ; and 
sacrificed round the body of Spendius thirty citizens 
of the first quality in Carthage, as so many victims 
of his vengeance. One would conclude, that there 
had been a mutual emulation betwixt the contending 
parties, W'hich of them should out-do the other in acts 
of the most barbarous cruelty. 

Barca being at that time at a distance, it was long 
before the news of his colleague’s misfortune reached 
him ; and besides, the road lying betwixt the two 
camps being impassable, it was impossible for him to 
advance hastily to his assistance. This disastrous 
accident caused a great consternation in Carthage. 
The reader may have observed, in the course of this 
w r ar, a continual vicissitude of prosperity and adver¬ 
sity, of security and fear, of joy and grief; so various 
and inconstant were the events on either side. 

In Carthage it was thought advisable to make one 
bold effort. Accordingly, all the youth capable of 
bearing arms were pressed into the service. Hanno 
was sent to join Hamilcar; and thirty senators were 
deputed to conjure those generals, in the name of the 
republic, to forget past quarrels, and sacrifice their 
resentments to their country’s welfare. This was 
immediately' complied with; they mutually embraced, 
and were reconciled sincerely to one another. 

From this time, the Carthaginians were successful 
in all things; and Matho, who in every attempt after 
this came off’with disadvantage, at last thought him¬ 
self obliged to hazard a battle; and this was just what 
the Carthaginians wanted. The leaders on both sides 
animated their troops, as going to fight a battle which 
would for ever decide their fate. An engagement 
ensued. Victory was not long in suspense; for the 
rebels every where giving ground, the Africans were 
almost all slain, and the rest surrendered. Matho 
was taken alive, and carried to Carthage. All Africa 
returned immediately to its allegiance; except the two 
perfidious cities which had lately revolted; however, 
they were soon forced to surrender at discretion. 

And now the victorious army returned to Carthage, 
and was there received w ith shouts of joy, and the 
congratulations of the whole city. Matho and hia 
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soldiers, after haring adorned the public triumph, were 
led to execution; and finished, by a painful and ig¬ 
nominious death, a life that had been polluted with the 
blackest treasons and unparalleled barbarities. Such 
was the conclusion of the war against the mercenaries, 
after having lasted three years and four months. It 
furnished, says Polybius, an ever-meniorable lesson 
to all nations, not to employ in their armies a greater 
number of mercenaries than citizens; nor to rely, for 
the defence of their state, on a body of men who are 
not attached to it either by interest or affection. 

I have hitherto purposely deferred taking notice of 
such transactions in Sardinia as passed at the time I 
have been speaking of, and which were, in some 
measure, dependant on, and resulting from, the war 
waged in Africa against the mercenaries. They ex¬ 
hibit the same violent methods to promote rebellion; 
the same excesses of cruelty; as if the wind had 
carried the same spirit of discord and fury from Africa 
into Sardinia. 

When the news was brought there of what Spen- 
diusand Matho were doing in Africa, the mercenaries 
in that island also shook off the yoke, in imitation of 
these incendiaries. They began by the murder of 
Bostar their general, and of ail the. Carthaginians un¬ 
der him. A successor was sent; but all the forces 
which he carried with him went over to the rebels; 
hung the general on n cross; and, throughout the 
whole island,put all the Carthaginians to the sword, 
after having made them suffer inexpressible torments. 
They then besieged all the cities one after another, 
and soon got possession of the whole country. But 
feuds arising beween them and the natives, the mer¬ 
cenaries were driven entirely out of the island, and 
took refuge in Italy. Thus the Carthaginians lost 
Sardinia, an island of great importance to them, on 
account of its extent, its fertility, and the great num¬ 
ber of its inhabitants. 

The Romans, ever since their treaty with the Car¬ 
thaginians, had behaved towards them with great 
justice and moderation. A slight quarrel, on account 
of some Roman merchants who were seized at Car¬ 
thage for having supplied the enemy with provisions, 
had" embroiled them a little. But these merchants 
being restored on the first complaint made to the se¬ 
nate of Carthage, the Romans, who prided themselves 
upon their justice and generosity on all occasions, 
made the Carthaginians a return of their former friend¬ 
ship; served them to the utmost of their power; for¬ 
bade their merchants to furnish any other nation with 
provisions; and even refused to listen to the proposals 
made by the Sardinian rebels, when invited by them 
to take possession of the island. 

But these scruples and delicacy wore off by degrees; 
and Caesar’s advantageous testimony (in Sallust) of 
their honesty and plain dealing, could not, with any 
propriety, be applied here: 1 Although , says he, in all 
the Punic wars, the Carthaginians, both m peace and 
during truces, had committed a number of detestable 
actions, the Romans could never (how inviting soever 
the opportunity might be) be prevailed upon to retali¬ 
ate suchusage; being more attentive to their own glory 
than to the revenge they might have justly taken on such 
perfidious enemies. 

The mercenaries, who, as was ob- 
A. M. 3767. served, had retired into Italy, brought 
A. Cnrth. 609. the Romans at last to the resolution 
A. Rom. 611. of sailing over into Sardinia, to 
Ant. J. C.237. render themselves master of it. The 
Carthaginians were deeply afflicted 
at the' news, upon pretence that they had a more just 
title to Sardinia than the Romans; they therefore put 
themselves in a posture to take a speedy and just re¬ 
venge on those who had excited the people of that 
island to take up arms against them. But the Ro¬ 
mans, pretending that these preparations were made, 
not against Sardinia, but tneir state, declared war 
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against the Carthaginians. The latter, quite exhaust¬ 
ed in every respect, and scarce beginning to breathe, 
were in no condition to sustain a war. The necessity 
of the times was therefore to be complied with, and 
they were forced to yield to a more powerful rival. 

A fresh treaty was thereupon made, by which they 
gave up Sardinia to the Romans, and obliged them¬ 
selves to a new payment of twelve hundred talents, 
to keep off the war with which they were menaced. 
This injustice of the Romans was the true cause of 
the second Punic war, a9 will appear in the sequel. 

The Second Punic War. 

The second Punic war, which I am now going to 
relate, is one of the most memorable recorded in his¬ 
tory, and most worthy the attention of an inquisitive 
reader; whether we consider the boldness of the en¬ 
terprises; the wisdom employed in the execution; 2 
the obstinate efforts of two rival nations, and the 
ready resources they found in their lowest ebb of for¬ 
tune; the variety of uncommon events, and the un¬ 
certain issue of so long and bloody a war; or, lastly, 
the assemblage of the most perfect models in every 
kind of merit; and the most instructive lessons that 
occur in history, either with regard to war, policy, or 
government. Kever did two more powerful, or at 
least more warlike, states or nations make war against 
each other; and never had these in question seen 
themselves raised to a more exalted pitch of power 
and glory. Rome and Carthage were, doubtless, at 
that time, the two first states of the world. Having 
already tried their strength in the first Punic war, 
and thereby made an essay of each other’s power, 
they knew perfectly well what either could do. In 
tliis second war, the fate of arms was so equally ba¬ 
lanced, and the success so intermixed with vicissitudes 
and varieties, that that party triumphed which had 
been most in danger of being ruined. Great as the 
forces of these two nations were, it may almost be said 
that their mutual hatred was still greater. The Ro¬ 
mans, on one side, could not without indignation see 
the vanquished presuming to attack them; and the 
Carthaginians, on the other, were exasperated at the 
equally rapacious and harsh treatment which they 
pretended to have received from the victor. 

The plan which I have laid down does not permit 
me to enter into an exact detail of this war, whereof 
Italy, Sicily, Spain, and Africa, were the severa; 
seats; and whicn has a still closer connexion with 
the Roman history than with that I am now writing. 
I shall confine myself therefore, principally, to such 
transactions as relate to the Carthaginians, and en¬ 
deavour, as far as I am able, to give my reader an 
idea of the genius and character of Hannibal, who 
perhaps was the greatest warrior that antiquity has 
to boast of. 

The remote and more immediate Causes of the second 
Punic War. 

Before I come to speak of the declaration of war 
betwixt the Romans and Carthaginians, I think it 
necessary to explain the true causes of it; and to 
point out by what steps this rupture, betwixt these 
two nations, was so long preparing, before it openly 
broke out. 

That man would be grossly mistaken, says Poly¬ 
bius, 3 who should look upon the taking of Sagun- 
tum by Hannibal as the true cause of the second 
Punic war. The regret of the Carthaginians for 
having so tamely given up Sicily, by the treaty which 
terminated the first Punic war; the injustice and 
violence of the Romans, who took advantage of the 
troubles excited in Africa, to dispossess the Cartha¬ 
ginians of Sardinia, and to impose a new tribute on 
them; and the success and conquests of the latter in 
Spain; these were the true causes of the violation of 
the treaty, as Livy (agreeing here with Polybius) in¬ 
sinuates in a few words, in the beginning of his his¬ 
tory of the second Punic war. 4 


* Liv. 1. xxi. n. 1. 3 Ibid. iii. p. 102—108. 

4 Angebant ingentis spiritus virum Sicilia Sardiniaqoe 
amiseee: Nam et Siciliam nimis celeri desperatione rerun; 
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And indeed Hamilcar, surnanied Barca, was highly 
exasperated on account of the last treaty, which the 
necessity of the times had compelled the Carthagi¬ 
nians to submit to; and he therefore meditated the 
design of taking just, though distant, measures, for 
breaking it on the first favourable opportunity that 
should offer. 

When the troubles of Africa were appeased, 1 he 
was sent upon an expedition against the Numidians; 
in which, giving fresh proofs of his courage and abi¬ 
lities, his merit raised him to the command of the 
army which was to act in Spain. Hannibal, his 
son,^ at that time but nine years of age, begged with 
the utmost importunity to attend him on this occa¬ 
sion; and for that purpose employed all the soothing 
arts so common to children of liis age, and which 
have so much power over a tender father. Hamil¬ 
car could not refuse him ; and after having made 
him swear upon the altars, that he would declare 
himself an enemy to the Romans as soon as age 
would allow him to do it, he took his son with him. 

Hamilcar possessed all the qualities which consti¬ 
tute the great general. To an invincible courage, 
and the most consummate prudence, he added a most 
engaging and insinuating behaviour. He subdued, 
in a very short time, the greatest part of the nations 
of Spain, either by the terror of his arms or his en- 
gaging conduct; and after enjoying the command 
there nine years, came to an end worthy his exalted 
character, dying gloriously in arms for the cause of 
his country. 

The Carthaginians appointed As- 

A. M. 3776. drubai, 3 his son-in-law, to succeed 
A. Rom. 530. him. This general, to strengthen jiis 
footing in tne country, built a city, 
which, by the advantage of its situation, the commo¬ 
diousness of its harbour, its fortifications, and opu¬ 
lence, occasioned by its great commerce, became one 
of the most considerable cities in the world. It was 
called New Carthage, and is at this day known by 
the name of Cartbagena. 

From the several steps of these two great generals, 
it was easy to perceive that they were meditating 
some mighty design which they had always in view, 
and laid their schemes at a great distance for the 
putting it in execution. The Romans were sensible 
of this, and reproached themselves for their indolence 
and torpor, which had thrown them into a kind of 
lethargy; at a time that the enemy were rapidly pur¬ 
suing their victories in Spain, which might one day 
be turned against them. They would have been very 
well pleased to attack them by open force, and to 
wrest their conquests out of their hands ; but the 
fear of another (not less formidable) enemy, the 
Gauls, whom they expected shortly to see at their 
very gates, kept them from showing their resent¬ 
ment. They therefore had recourse to negotiations; 
and concluded a treaty with Asdrubal, in which, 
without taking any notice of the rest of Spain, they 
contented themselves with introducing an article, by 
which the Carthaginians were not allowed to make 
any conquests beyond the Iherus. 

Asdrubal, 4 in the mean time, still pushed on his 
conauests, still, however, taking care not to pass be¬ 
yond the limits stipulated by the treaty; but by spar¬ 
ing no endeavours to win the chiefs of the several 
nations hy a courteous and engaging behaviour, he 
furthered the interests of Carthage still more by per¬ 
suasive methods than force of arms. But unhappily, 
after having governed Spain eight years, he was 
treacherously murdered by a Gaul, who took so bar¬ 
barous a revenge for a private grudge he bore him. 5 


concessam; et Sardinian* * inter motum Africne fraude Ro- 
manorum, stipendio etiam superimposito, interceptam. Liv. 
1. xvi. n. 3. * Pulyb. 1. ii. p. 90. 

* Ibid. 1. iii. p. 367. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 3. 

* Pnlvb. 1. ii. p. 101. 

* Ibid. 1. ii. p. 123. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 2. 

* The murder was an effect of the extraordinary fidelity 
of ibis Gaul, whose master bad fallen by the hand of Asdru- 
bal. It was perpetrated in public ; and the murderer being 
6eized by the guards, and put to the torture, expressed so 
Btroag a satisfaction in the thoughts of his havirur executed 


Three years before his death, 6 he 
had written to Carthage to desire that A. M. 3783. 
Hannibal, then twenty-two years of A. Rom. 53Q. 
age, might be sent to niin. The pro- 

S osal met with some difficulty, as the senate was 
ivided bewixt two powerful factions which, from 
Hamilcar’s time, bad begun to follow opposite views 
in the administration and affairs of the state. One 
faction was headed by Hanno, whose birth, merit, 
and zeal for the public welfare, gave him great influ¬ 
ence in the public deliberations. This faction pro¬ 
posed, on every occasion, the concluding of a safe 
peace, and the preserving the conquests in Spain, as 
being preferable to the uncertain events of an expen¬ 
sive war, which they foresaw would one day occasion 
the ruin of Carthage. The other, called the Barci- 
nian faction, because it supported the interests of 
Barca and his family, had, to the credit and influence 
which it had long enjoyed in the city added the repu¬ 
tation which the signal exploits of Hamilcar and 
Asdrubal had given it, and declared openly for war. 
When therefore Asdrubal’s demand came to be de¬ 
bated in the senate, Hanno represented the danger 
of sending so early into the field a young man who 
already possessed all the haughtiness and imperious 
temper of his father; and who ought, therefore, 
rather to be kept a long time, and very carefully, 
under the eye of the magistrate and the power of the 
laws, that he might learn obedience, and a modesty 
which should teach him not to think himself superior 
to all other men. He concluded with saying, that he 
feared this spark, which was then kindling, would 
one day rise to a conflagration. His remonstrances 
were not heard, so that the Barcinian faction had the 
superiority, and Hannibal set out for Spain. 

The moment of his arrival there, he drew upon 
himself the eyes of the whole army, who fancied they 
saw Hamilcar his father revive in him. He seemed 
to dart the same fire from his eyes; the same martial 
vigour displayed itself in the air of his countenance, 
with the same features and engaging carriage. But 
his personal qualities endeared him still more. He 
possessed almost every talent that constitutes the 
reat man. His patience in labour was invincible, 
is temperance was surprising, his courage in the 
greatest dangers intrepid, and his presence of mind 
in the heat of battle admirable; and, a still more 
wonderful circumstance, his disposition and cast of 
mind were so flexible, that nature had formed him 
equally for commanding or obeying; so that it was 
doubtful whether he was dearer to the soldiers or 
the generals. He served three campaigns under 
Asdrubal. 

Upon the death of that general,? 
the suffrages of both the army and A. M. 3784. 

a le concurred in raising Hannibal A. Carth. 626. 

e supreme command. I know A. Rom. 528. 
not whetner it was not even then or 
about that time, that the republic, to heighten his in¬ 
fluence and authority, appointed him one of its Suf- 
fetes, the first dignity oi the state, which was some¬ 
times conferred upon generals. It is from Cornelius 
Nepos 8 that we have borrowed this circumstance of 
his life, who, speaking of the pnetorship bestowed 
on Hannibal, upon his return to Carthage, and the 
conclusion of tne peace, says, that this was twenty- 
two years after he nad been nominated king. 9 

The moment he was created general, Hannibal, as 
if Italy had been allotted to him, and he had even 
then been appointed to make war upon the Romans, 
turned secretly his whole views on that side ; and 
lost no time, for fear of being prevented by death, as 
his father and brother-in-law had been. In Spain he 
took several strong towns, and conquered many na¬ 
tions ; and although the Spaniards greatly exceeded 


his revenge so successfully, that he seemed to ridicule all the 
terror of his torments. Eofuit habitu oris , ut svperante Ice- 
titiu dolores ridentis chain speciempreebuerit. Liv. 1. xxi. n.L 

e Idv. 1. xxi. n. 3, 4. 

» Polvb. 1. iii. p. 368, 369. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 3—5. 

« In Vit. Annib. c. 7. 

s Hie, ut rediit, Praetor factus est, postquam rex fyeiat, 
anao eecuado et vigesimo. 
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him in the number of forces (their army amounting 
to upwards of 100,000 men), yet he chose his time 
and posts so judiciously, that he entirely defeated 
them. After this victory, every thing submitted to 
his arms. But he still forbore laying siege to Sa¬ 
guntum, * 1 carefully avoiding every occasion of a rup¬ 
ture with the Romans, till he should have taken every 
step which he judged necessary for so important an 
enterprise, pursuant to the advice given him by his 
father. He applied himself particularly to engage 
the affections of the citizens and allies, and to gain 
their confidence, by generously allotting them a large 
share of the plunder taken from the enemy, and by 
scrupulously paying them all their arrears : 2 a wise 
step, which never fails of producing its advantage at 
a proper season. 

The Saguntines, 3 on their side, sensible of the 
danger with which they were threatened, informed 
the Romans of the progress of Hannibal’s conquests. 
Upon this, deputies were nominated by the latter, 
and ordered to go and acquaint themselves with the 
state of affairs upon the spot; they commanded them 
also to lay their complaints before Hannibal, if it 
should be thought proper; and in case he should re¬ 
fuse to do justice, that then they should go directly 
to Carthage, and make the same complaints. 

In the mean time Hannibal laid siege to Saguntum, 
foreseeing that great advantages would accrue from 
the taking of this city. He was persuaded, that this 
would deprive the Romans of all hopes of earn ing on 
the war in Spain ; that this new conquest would secure 
those he had already made; that as no enemy would 
be left behind him, his march would be more secure 
and unmolested: that he should find money enough in 
it for the execution of his designs; that the plunder of 
the city would inspire his soldiers with greater ardour, 
and make them follow him with greater cheerfulness; 
that, lastly, the spoils which he should send to Car¬ 
thage, would gain him the favour ofthe citizens. Ani¬ 
mated by these motives, he carried on the siege with 
the utmost vigour. He himself set an example to his 
troops, was present at all the works, and exposed him¬ 
self to the greatest dangers. 

News was soon carried to Rome that Saguntum was 
besieged. But the Romans, instead of Hying to its 
relief, lost their time in fruitless debates, and in depu¬ 
tations equally fruitless. Hannibal sent word to the 
Roman deputies, that he was not at leisure to hear 
them; they therefore repaired to Carthage, but met 
with no better reception, the Barcinian faction having 
prevailed over the complaints of the Romans, and ail 
the remonstrances of Hanno. 

During all these voyages and negotiations, the siege 
was carried on with great vigour. The Saguntines 
were now reduced to the last extremity, and in want 
of all things. An accommodation was thereupon pro¬ 
posed; but the conditions on which it was offered 
appeared so harsh, that the Saguntines could not pre¬ 
vail upon themselves to accept them. Before they gave 
their final answer the principal senators, bringing their 


i [This city which owes its fame both to the long and 
vigorous defence, which it made, and to the reputation of 
Hannibal who took it, was situate on the banks of a small 
stream now called Palcncia, at a league’s distance from the 
sea, at the foot of a mountain of black marble veined with 
white, and I lie exlremiiy of a vast plain, where nature abid¬ 
ed by art dcvelopes abundant riches. It lay on the west, 
or Carthaginian side of the Iherus or Ebro in the modern 
province of Valencia. Though entirely destroyed by Han¬ 
nibal, it was afterwards rebuilt by the Romans, and made a 
magnificent city, but was also afterwards destroyed by the 
Gotlis and Arabs. A Roman circus still remains in the 
form of a semi ellipsis, the two extremes of which termi¬ 
nated at the little river Palencia. A greater portion of the 
theatre remains than of any other Roman monument in 
Spain. A keeper was appointed in 1782, to preserve this 
remain of Roman power and grandeur which otherwise 
would have perished, notwithstanding the positive orders 
of the Spanish court. Murvicdro now occupies the site 
where once the ZacvntKnn and Roman Saguntum stood, 
and contains a population of 5000souls. 

* Ibi large pnrtiendo pvtpdam, stipendia pnEterita enm 
fide cxsolvendo, cu'ictos oivium sociorumque animos in se 
firmavit. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 5.] 
a jpolvb. 1. iii. p. 170—173. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 6—15. 


gold and silver, aud that of the"public treasury, into 
the market-place, threw both into a fire lighted for that 
purpose, ana afterwards rushed headlong into it them¬ 
selves. At the same time, a tower, which had been 
long assaulted by the battering rams, falling with a 
dreadful noise, the Carthaginians entered the city by 
the breach, soon made themselves masters of it, ana 
cut to pieces all the inhabitants who were of age to 
bear arms. But notwithstanding the lire, the Cartha¬ 
ginians got a very great booty. Hannibal did not 
reserve, to himself any part of the spoils gained by his 
victories, but applied them solely to the carrying on his 
enterprises. Accordingly, Polybius remarks, that the 
taking of Saguntum was of service to him, as it awak¬ 
ened the ardour of his soldiers, by the sight ofthe rich 
booty which they had just obtained, and by the hopes 
of more; and it reconciled all the principal persons of 
Carthage to Hannibal, by the large presents he made 
to them out ofthe spoils. 

Words could never express the grief and consterna¬ 
tion with which the melancholy news of the capture 
and cruel fate of Saguntum was received at Rome. 4 
Compassion for this unfortunate city, shame for having 
failed to succour such faithful allies, a just indignation 
against the Carthaginians, the authors of all these 
calamities; a strong alarm raised by the successes of 
Hannibal, w hom the Romans fancied they sawnlready 
at their gates; all these sentiments caused so violent 
an emotion, that during the first moments of their agi¬ 
tation, the Romans were unable to come to any reso¬ 
lution, or do any thing but give way to the torrent of 
their passion, and sacrifice floods oftears to the memory 
of a city which fell the victim of its inviolable fidelity 6 
to the Romans, and had been betrayed bv their unac¬ 
countable indolence and imprudent delays. When 
they were a little recovered, an assembly ofthe people 
was called, and w r ar was decreed unanimously against 
the Carthaginians. 

JVar Proclaimed. 

That no ceremony might be wanting, 6 deputies were 
sent to Carthage, to inquire whether Saguntum hac 
been besieged by order of the republic, and, if so, to 
declare war ; or in case this siege had been undertaker, 
solely by the authority of Hannibal, to require that he 
should be delivered up to the Romans. The deputies 
perceiving that the senate gave no direct answer to 
their demands, one of them, taking up the folded lap¬ 
pet of his robe, I bring here, says be, in a haughty tone, 
either peace or tear ; the choice is left to yourselves . 
The senate answering, that they left the choice to him; 
Igiveyou war then , says he, unfolding his robe. And 
we, replied the Carthaginians, with the same haughti¬ 
ness, as heartily accept it, and are resolved to prosecute 
it with the same cheerfulness. Such was thebeginning 
of the second Punic war. 

If the cause of this war should be ascribed to the 
taking of Saguntum, 7 the whole blame, says Poly¬ 
bius, Ties upon the Carthaginians, who could not, with 
any colourable pretence, besiege a city that was in 
alliance with Rome, and, as such, comprehended in 
the treaty, which forbade either party to make war 
upon the allies of the other. But should the orjgin of 
this war be traced higher, and carried back to the time 
when the Carthaginians were dispossessed of Sardinia 
by the Romans, and a new tribute was so unreasona¬ 
bly imposed on them ; it must be confessed, continues 
Polybius, that the conduct of the Romans is entirely 
unjustifiable on these tw T o points, as being founded 
merely on violence and injustice ; and that, had the 
Carthaginians, without having recourse to ambiguous 
and frivolous pretences, plainly demanded satisfaction 
upon these two grievances,and upon their being refus¬ 
ed it, had declared war against Rome ; in that case, 
reason and justice had been entirely on their side. 

The interval between the conclusion of the first, 
and the beginning of the second, Punic war, was 
twenty-four years. 


* Polyb. p. 174, 175. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 16, 17. 
s Sanctitate disciplinae, qua ficlem socialcm usque ad per- 
niciem suam coluerunt. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 7. 
e Pulyb. p. 187. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 18, 19. 

i Polyb. 1. iii. p. 184,185. 



















































HISTORY OF TIIE CARTHAGINIANS. 


101 


The beginning of the second Punic JVar. 

When war was resolved upon,* 
A. M 3707. and proclaimed on both sides, Han- 
A. Carth 629. nibal, who then was tweuty^six or 
A. Rom. 531. twenty-seven years of age, before he 
Ant. J. C. 217. discovered his grand design, thought 
it incumbent on him to provide for 
the security of Spain and Africa. With this view he 
marched the forces out of the one into the other, so that 
tbeAfricans served in Spain and the Spaniards iu Africa 
He was prompted to this from a persuasion that these 
soldiers, being thus at a distance from their respective 
countries, would be litter for service ; and more firmly 
attached to him, as they would be a kind of hostages 
for each other’s fidelity*. The forces which he left in 
Africa amounted to about 40,000 men, 1200 whereof 
were cavalry. Those in Spain were something above 
15,000, of which 2550 were horse. He left the com¬ 
mand of the Spanish forces to his brother Asdrubal, 
with a fleet of about sixty ships to guard the coasts ; 
and, at the same time, gave him the wisest directions 
for his conduct, whether with regard to the Spaniards 
or the Romans, in case they should attack him. 

Livy observes, that Hannibal, before he set forward 
on this expedition, went to Cadiz to discharge some 
vows whicn he had made to Hercules ; and that he 
engaged himself by new ones, in order to obtain suc¬ 
cess in the war he was entering upon. Polybius gives 
us, 2 in a few w-ords, a very clear idea of the distance 
of the several places through which Hannibal was to 
march in his way to Italy. From New Carthage, 
whence he set out. to the Iberus, were computed 2200 3 
furlongs. 4 From the Iberus, to Emporium, a small 
maritime town, which separates Spain from the Gauls, 
according to Strabo 5 were 1600 furlongs. 6 From 
Emporium to the pass of the Rhone, the like space of 
1600 furlongs. 7 From the pass of the Rhone to the 
Alps, 1400 furlongs. 8 From the Alps to the plains of 
Italy, 1200 furlongs. 9 Thus, from New Carthage to 
the plains of Italy, were 8000 furlongs. 10 

Hannibal had long before taken the prudent pre¬ 
caution of acquainting himself with the nature and 
situation of the places through which he was to pass; 11 
of sounding how the Gauls stood affected to the 
Romans ;-of winning over theirchiefs, whom he knew 
to be very greedy of gold, hy his bounty to them ; 12 
and of securing to himself the affection and fidelity 
of one part of the nations through whose country his 
march lay. He was not ignorant that the passage of 
the Alps would be attended with great difficulties; but 
he knew they were not insurmountable, and that was 
enough for his purpose. 

Hannibal began his march early in the spring, from 
New Carthage, where he had wintered. 13 His army 
then consisted of above 100,000 men, of which 12,000 
were cavalry, and he had near forty elephants. Having 
crossed the Iberus, he soon subdued the several nations 
which opposed him in his march, and lost a considera¬ 
ble part of his army in this expedition. He left Hanno 
to command all the country lying between the Iberus 
and the Pyrenean hills, with 11,000 men, who were 
appointed to guard the baggage of those that were to 
follow him. He dismissed the like number, sending 
them back to their respective countries ; thus securing 
to himselftheir affection when he should want recruits, 
and affording to the rest a sure hope that they should 
be allowed to return whenever they should desire it. 
He passed the Pyrenean hills, and advanced as far as 
the banks of the Rhone, at the head of 50,000 foot, and ' 


i Polyb. 1. iii. p. 187. Liv. J. xxi. n. 21, 22. 

3 Lib. iii. p. 192, 199. 3 275 miles. 

< Polybius makes ihe distance from New Carthage to be 
2000 furlongs; consequently the whole number of furlongs 
will be 8400, or (allowing G25 feet to the furlong) 944 Eng¬ 
lish miles, and almost one-third. Sec Polybius , edit. Oro- 
nov. p. 207. * L. iii. p. 199. e Quo miles. 

* 200 miles. 8 175 miles. 9 150 miles. 

1000 milc3. *» Polyb. i. iii. p. 188, 1^9. 

Audierunt prteoceupafos jam ab Annihale Gallorum 
animo3es.se: sed ne illiquidena ipsi satis mitpmgentem fore, 
ni subinde auro. euju« avidissima gens est, principum animi 
concilieniur. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 20. 
is VoK-1- 139 , 190. Liv. I. xxi. n. 22—24. 


9000 horse ; a formidable army, but less so from the 
number than from the valour of the troops that com¬ 
posed it; troops who had served several years in Spain, 
and learned the art of war under the ablest captains 
that Carthage could ever boast. 

Passage of the Rhone. 

Hannibal,* 4 being arrived within about four day** 
march from the mouth of the Rhone, 15 attempted to 
cross it, because the river in this place took up only the 
breadth of its channel. He bought up all the ship- 
boats and little vessels he could meet with, of which 
the inhabitants had a great number, because of their 
commerce. He likewise built, with great diligence, 
a prodigious number of boats, little vessels, and rafts. 
On his arrival, he found the Gauls encamped on the 
opposite bank, and prepared to dispute the passage. 
There was no possibility of his attacking them in 
front. He therefore ordered a considerable detach¬ 
ment of his forces, under the command of Hanno, the 
son of Bomilcar, to pass the river higher up ; and in 
order to conceal his march, and the design he had in 
view, from the enemy, he obliged them to set out in 
the night. All things succeeded as he had planned: and 
they passed the river the next day without the least 
opposition. 

They passed the rest of the day in refreshing them¬ 
selves, and in the night they advanced silently towards 
the enemv. In the morning, when the signals agreed 
upon hacf been given, Hannibal prepared to attempt 
the passage. Part of his horses, completely harnessed, 
were put into boats, that their riders might, on land¬ 
ing, immediately charge the enemy. The rest of the 
horses swam over on both sides of the boats, from 
which one single mau held the bridles of three or four. 
The infantry crossed the river, either on rafts, or in 
small boats, and in a kind of gondolas, which were 
only the trunks of trees which they themselves 
had made hollow. The great boats were drawn 
up in a line at the top of the channel, in order to 
break the force of the waves, and facilitate the pas¬ 
sage to the rest of the small fleet. When the Gauls 
saw it advancing on the river, they, according to their 
custom, uttered dreadful cries and howlings; and clash¬ 
ing their bucklers over their heads, one against the 
other, let fly a shower of darts. But they were pro¬ 
digiously astonished, when they heard a great noise 
beliind them, perceived their tents on fire, and saw 
themselves attacked both in front and rear. They 
now had no way left to save themselves but by flight, 
and accordingly retreated to their respective villages. 
After this, the rest of the troops crossed the river 
quietly, and without any opposition. 

The elephants alone occasioned a great deal of 
trouble. They were wafted over the next day in the 
following manner:—From the bank of the river was 
thrown a raft,200 feet in length, and fifty in breadth: 
this was fixed strongly to the banks by large ropes, 
and quite covered over with earth; so that the ele¬ 
phants, deceived by its appearance, thought them¬ 
selves upon firm ground. From this first raft they 
proceeded to a second, which was built in the same 
form, but ouly 100 feet long, and fastened to the for¬ 
mer by chains that were easily loosened. The female 
elephants were put upon the first raft, and the males fol¬ 
lowed after; and when they were got upon the second 
raft, it was loosened from the first, and, by the help of 
small boats, towed to the opposite shore. After this 
it was sent back to fetch those which were behind. 
Some fell into the water, but they at last got safe to 
shore, and not a single elephant was drowned. 

The JUarch after the Battle of the Rhone. 

The two Roman consuls had, 16 in the beginning of 
the spring, set out for their respective provinces; P. 
Scipio for Spain with sixty ships, two Roman legions, 
and 14,000 foot, and 1200 horse of the allies; Tibenns 
Sempronius for Sicily with 160 ships, two legions, 
16,000 foot, and 1800 horse of the allies. The Ro¬ 
man legion consisted, at that time, of 4000 foot 


t* Polyb. 1. iii. p. 270—274. edit. Gronov. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 
26-2-8. A little above Avignon, 

is Polyb. 1. iii. p. 200—202, &c. Liv. xxi. n. 31, 32. 
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and 300 horse. Sempronius had made extraordinary 
preparations at Lilybteum, a sea-port town in Sicily, 
with the design of crossing' over directly into Africa. 
Scipio was equally confident that he should find Han¬ 
nibal still in Spain, and make that country the seat 
of war. But he was greatly astonished, when, on his 
arrival at Marseilles, advice was brought him, that 
Hannibal was upon the banks of the Rhone, and pre¬ 
paring to cross it. He then detached 300 horse to 
view the posture of the enemy; and Hannibal de¬ 
tached 500 Numidian horse for the same purpose; 
during which, some of his soldiers were employed in 
wafting over the elephants. 

At tne same time he gave audience, in the presence 
of his whole army, to one of the princes of that part 
of Gaul which is situated near the Po, who assured 
him, hy an interpreter, in the name'of his subjects, 
that his arrival was impatiently expected; that the 
Gauls were ready to join him, and inarch against the 
Romans; and he himself offered to conduct his army 
through places w here they should meet with a plentiful 
supply of provisions. When the prince was with¬ 
drawn, Hanniha], in a speech to his troops, magnified 
extremely this deputation from the Gauls; extolled, 
with just praises, the bravery which his forces had 
shown hitherto; and exhorted them to sustain, to the 
last, their reputation and glory. The soldiers, inspired 
"with fresh ardour and courage, all at once raised their 
hands, and declared their readiness to follow whither¬ 
soever he should lead the way. Accordingly, he 
appointed the next day for his march; and after offer¬ 
ing up vows, and making supplications to the gods 
for the safety of his troops, he dismissed them; desiring 
at the same time, that they would take the necessary 
refreshments. 

Whilst this was doing, the Numidians returned. 
They had met with, and charged, the Roman detach¬ 
ment: the conflict was very obstinate, and the slaugh¬ 
ter great, considering the small number of the comba¬ 
tants. A hundred and sixty of the Romans were left 
dead upon the spot, and more than two hundred of 
their enemies. But the honour of the skirmish fell to 
the Romans; the Numidians having retired and left 
them the field of battle. This first action was inter¬ 
preted as an omen of the fate of the whole war, 1 and 
seemed to promise success to the Romans, but which, 
at the same time, would be dearly bought, and strong¬ 
ly contested. On both sides, those who had survived 
this engagement, and who had been engaged in re- 
connoitering, returned to inform their respective ge¬ 
nerals of what they had discovered. 

Hannibal, as he had declared, decamped the next 
day, and crossed through the midst of Gaul, advancing 
northward; not that this was the shortest way to the 
Alps, but only, as by leading him from the sea, it 
prevented him meeting Scipio; and, by that means, 
favoured the design he had, of marching all his forces 
into Italy, without having weakened them by a bat¬ 
tle. 

Though Scipio marched with the utmost expedition, 
he did not reach the place where Hannibal had passed 
the Rhone, till three days after he had set out from it. 
Despairing therefore to overtake him, he returned to 
his fleet, and re-embarked, fully resolved to wait for 
Hannibal at the foot of the Alps. But, in order that 
lie might not leave Spain defenceless, he sent his 
brother Cneius thither, with the greatest part of his 
army, to make head against Asdrubal; and himself 
set forward immediately for Genoa, with intention to 
oppose the army which was in Gaul, near the Po, to 
that of Hannibal. 

The latter, after four days’ march, arrived at a kind 
of island, formed by the conflux of two rivers, which 
unite their streams in this place. Here he was chosen 
umpire between two brothers, who disputed their right 
to the kingdom. He to whom Hannibal decreed it, 
furnished his whole army with provisions, clothes, 
and arms. This was the country of the Allobroges, 
by which name the people were called, who now in¬ 


habit the district of Geneva, Vienne, 2 and Grenoble. 
His march was not much interrupted till he arrived at 
the Durance, and from thence he reached the foot of 
the Alps without any opposition. 

The Passage of the Alps. 

The sight of these mountains, 3 whose tops seemed 
to touch the skies, and were covered with snow, and 
where nothing appeared to the eye but a few pitiful 
cottages, scattered here and there, on the sharp tops 
of inaccessible rocks; nothing but meagre flocks, 
almost perished with cold, and hairy men of a savage 
and fierce.aspect; this spectacle, I say, renewed the 
terror which the distant prospect had raised, and 
chilled with fear the hearts of the soldiers. When 
they hegan to climb up, they perceived the mountain¬ 
eers, who had seized upon the highest cliffs, and -were 
prepared to oppose their passage. They, therefore, 
were forced to halt. Had the mountaineers, says 
Polybius, only lain in ambuscade, and after having 
suffered Hannibal’s troops to entangle themselves in 
some difficult passage, had then charged them on a 
sudden, the Carthaginian army would have been ir¬ 
recoverably lost. Hannibal, being informed that they 
kept those posts only in the day time, and quitted 
them in the evening, possessed himself of them by 
night. The Gauls, returning early in the morning, 
were verv much surprised to find their posts in the 
enemy’s hand; but still they were not disheartened. 
Being used to climb up those rocks, they attacked the 
Carthaginians, who were upon their march, and 
harassed them on all sides. The latter were obliged 
at one and the same time, to engage w ith the enemy, 
and struggle with the ruggedness of the paths of the 
mountains, where they could hardly stand. But the 
greatest disorder was caused by the horses and beasts 
of burden laden with the baggage: who being fright¬ 
ened by the cries and howling of the Gauls, which 
echoed dreadfully among the mountains; and being 
sometimes wounded by the mountaineers, came tum¬ 
bling on the soldiers and dragged them headlong w ith 
them down the precipices which skirted the road. 
Hannibal, being sensible that the loss of his baggage 
alone was enough to destroy his army, ran to the 
assistance of his troops, who were thus embarrassed; 
and having put the enemy to flight, continued his 
march without molestation or danger, and came to 
a castle, which was the most important fortress in the 
whole country. He possessed himself of it, and of all 
the neighbouring villages, in which he found a large 
quantity of corn, and cattle sufficient to subsist his 
army three days. 

After a pretty quiet march, the Carthaginians were 
to encounter a new danger. The Gauls feigning to 
take advantage of the misfortunes of their neighbours, 
who had suflered for opposing the passage of Hanni¬ 
bal’s troops, came to pay their respects to that general, 
brought him provisions, offered to be his guides, and 
left him hostages, as pledges of their fidelity. How¬ 
ever, Hannibal placed no great confidence in them. 
The elephants and horses marched in the front, whilst 
himself followed w 7 ith the main body of his foot, keep¬ 
ing a vigilant eye over all. They came at length to a 
very narrow and rugged pass, which was commanded 
by an eminence where the Gauls had placed an am¬ 
buscade. These rushing out on a sudden, assailed 
the Carthaginians on every side, rolling down stones 
upon them of a prodigious size. The army would 
have been entirely routed, had not Hannibal exerted 
himself in an extraordinary manner to extricate them 
out of this difficulty. 

At last, on the ninth day, they reached the summit 
of the Alps. Here the army halted two days, to reet 
and refresh themselves after their fatigue, after which 
they continued their march. As it was now autumn, 
a great quantity of snow had lately fallen, and covered 
alf the roads, which caused a consternation among 
the troops, and disheartened them very much. Han-f 
nibal perceived it, and halting on a hill from whence 
there was a prospect of all Italy, he showed them thi 


1 Hoc principium simulque omen belli, ut summa rcrum 

prosperum eventum, ita baud sane incruentum ancipitisque 

ccrtaminis victoriam Romanis portendit. Liv. 1. xxi, n. 29. 


4 In Dauphine. 
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fruitful plains' ivatered by the river Po, to which they 
were almost come; adding, that they had but one 
effort more to make, before they arrived at them. He 
represented to them, that a battle or two would put a 
lorious period to their toils, and enrich them for ever 
y giving them possession of the capital of the Roman 
empire. This speech, filled with such pleasing hopes, 
and enforced by the sight of Italy, inspired the dejected 
6oldiers with fresh vigour and alacrity. They there¬ 
fore pursued their march. But still the road was more 
craggy and troublesome than ever; and as they were 
nowon a descent, the difficulty and danger increased. 
For the ways were narrow, steep and slippery, in most 
places; so. that the soldiers could neither keep upon 
their feet as they marched, nor recover themselves 
when they made a false step, but stumbled and beat 
down one another. 

They were now come to a worse place than any 
they had yet met with. This was a path naturally 
very rugged and craggy, which having been made 
more so by the late falling in of the earth, terminated 
in a frightful precipice above a thousand feet deep. 
Here the cavalry stopped short. Hannibal, wondering 
at the sudden halt, ran to the place, and saw that it 
really would be impossible for the troops to advance. 
He therefore wa% for making a circuitous route, but 
this also was found impracticable. As upon the old 
snow, which was grown hard by lying, there was some 
newly fallen, that was of no great depth, the feet at 
first/by their sinking into it, found a firm support; 
but this snow being soon dissolved, by the treading 
of the foremost troops and beasts of burden, the sol¬ 
diers marched on nothiog but ice, which was so 
slippery that they had no firm footing, and where, if 
they made the least false step, or endeavoured to save 
themselves with their hands or knees, there were no 
boughs or roots to catch hold of. Besides this diffi¬ 
culty, the horses, striking their feet forcibly into the 
ice to keep themselves from falling, could not draw 
them out again, but were caught as in a gin. They 
therefore were forced to seek some other expedient. 

Hannibal resolved to pitch his camp, and to give 
his troops some days’rest on the summit of this hill, 
which was of a considerable extent; after they should 
have cleared the ground, and removed all the old as 
well as the new-iallen snow, which was a work of 
immense labour. He afterwards ordered a path to be 
cut into the rock itself, and this was carried on with 
amazing patience and ardour. To open and enlarge 
this path, all the trees thereabouts, were cut down, and 
piled around the rock; after which fire was set to 
them. The wind, by good fortune, blowing hard, a 
fierce flame soon broke out, so that the rock glowed 
like the very coals with which it was surrounded. 
Then Hannibal, if Livy may be credited (for Potybius 
says nothing of this matter,) caused a great quantity 
of vinegar to be poured on the rock, which piercing 
into the veins of it, that were now cracked by the 
intense heat of the fire, calcined and softened it. 
In this manner, taking a large compass about, in 
order that the descent might be easier, they cut awaj’ - 
along the rock which opened a free passage to the 
forces, the baggage, and even to the elephants. Four 
days were employed in this work, during which the 
beasts of burden were dying with hunger; there being 
no food for them on these mountains, buried under 
eternal snows. At last they came into cultivated and 
fruitful spots, which yielded plenty of forage for the 
horses, and all kinds of food for the soldiers. 

Hannibal enters Italy. 

When Hannibal entered into Italy, his arm}-was not 
near so numerous as when he left Spain, where we have 
seen it amounted to near 60,000 men. 2 It had sustain¬ 
ed great losses during the inarch, either in the battles it 
was forced to fight, or in the passage of rivers. At his 
departure from the Rhone, it still consisted of 38,000 
foot, and above 8000 horse. The march over the Alps 
destroyed near half this number; so that Hannibal had 
now remaining only 12,000 Africans, 8000 Spanish 


1 Of Piedmont. 

» Polyb. 1. iii. p. 20D, 212-211. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 3D. 
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foot, and 6000 horse. This account he himself caused 
to be engraved on a pillar near the promontory called 
Lacinium. It was five months and a half since his 
first setting out from New Carthage, including the 
fortnight he employed in marching over the Alps, 
when he set up his standards in the plains of the Po, 
at the entrance of Piedmont. It might then be Sep¬ 
tember. 

His first care was to give his troops some rest, 
which they very much wanted. When he perceived 
that they were fit for action, the inhabitants of the 
teritories of Turin 3 refusing to conclude an alliance 
with him, he marched and encamped before the chief 
city ; carried it in three days, and put all who had 
opposed him to the sword. This expedition struck the 
barbarians with so much dread, that they all came 
voluntarily and surrendered at discretion. The rest 
of the Gauls would have done the same, had they not 
been awed by the terror of the Roman arms, which 
were now approaching. Hannibal thought therefore 
that he had no time to lose ; that it was his interest to 
march up into the country, and attempt some great 
exploit; such as might inspire those who should nave 
an inclination to join him with confidence. 

The rapid progress which Hannibal had made, 
greatly alarmed Rome, and caused the utmost con¬ 
sternation throughout the city. Sempronius was or¬ 
dered to leave Sicily, and hasten to the relief of his 
country ; and P. Scipio, the other consul, advanced 
by forced marches towards the enemy, crossed the Po, 
and pitched his camp near the Ticinus. 4 * 

Battle of the Cavalry near the Ticinus . 

The. armies being now in sight, the generals on 
each side made a speech to their soldiers before they 
engaged. 6 * 8 Scipio, after having represented to his 
forces the glory of their country, the achievements of 
their ancestors, observed to them, that victory was in 
their hands, since they w’ere to combat only with 
Carthaginians, a people who had been so often de¬ 
feated by them, as well as forced to be their tributaries 
for twenty years, and long accustomed to be almost 
their slaves : that the advantage they had gained over 
the flower of the Carthaginian horse, was a sure omen 
of their success during the rest of the war ; that Han¬ 
nibal, in his march over the Alps, had just before lost 
the best part of his army ; and that those who survived 
were exhausted by hunger, cold, and fatigue ; that the 
bare sight of the Romans was sufficient to put to flight 
a parcel of soldiers, who had the aspects of ghosts 
rather than of men : in a word, that victory was be¬ 
come necessary, not only to secure Italy, but to save 
Rome itself, whose fate the present battle would de¬ 
cide, as that city had no other army wherewith to 
oppose the enemy. 

Hannibal, that his words might make the stronger 
impression on the rude minds of his soldiers, speaks 
to their eyes, before lie addresses their ears ; and does 
not attempt to persuade them by arguments, till he has 
first moved them by the following spectacle. He arms 
some of the prisoners whom he had taker, in the moun¬ 
tains, and obliges them to fight, two and two, in sight 
of his army ; promising to reward the conquerors with 
their liberty and rich presents. The alacrity wherewith 
the barbarians engaged upon these motives, gives 
Hannibal an occasion of exhibiting to his soldiers a 
lively image of their present condition ; which, by de¬ 
priving them of all means of returning back, puts them 
under an absolute necessity either of conquering or 
dying, in order to avoid the endless evils prepared for 
those that should be so base and cowardly as to sub¬ 
mit to the Romans. He displays to them the greatness 
of their reward, viz. the conquest of all Italy ; the 
pluuder of the rich and wealthy city of Rome ; an 
illustrious victory, and immortal glory. He speaks 
contemptuously of the Roman power, the false lustre 


a Taurini. 

4 [This river is now called the Tesino. It falls into the 

Po, on the left bank. It is a large stream, coming from the 

St. Gothard, and which, after watering the Liviner Val, cr 

Levantine valley, enters and passes through the Lago Mag- 
giore, and thence running S. E. enters the Po below Pavia.] 

8 Polyb. 1. iii. p. 211—218. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 39—47. 
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of which (he observed) ought not to dazzle such war¬ 
riors as themselves, who had marched from the pil¬ 
lars of Hercules, through the fiercest nations, into 
the very centre of Italy. As for his own part, he 
scorns to compare himself with Scipio, a general of 
but six months’ standing ; himself, who was almost 
born, at least brought up in the tent of Hamilcar his 
father ; the conqueror of Spain, of Gaul, of the inha¬ 
bitants of the Alps, and, what is still more, conqueror 
of the Alps themselves, lie rouses their indignation 
against the insolence of the Romans, who had dared 
to demand that himself, and the rest who had taken 
Saguntum, should be delivered up to them : and ex¬ 
cites their jealousy against the intolerable pride of 
those imperious masters, who imagined that all things 
oughtto obey them,and that they had a right to give 
laws to the whole world. 

Afterthese speeches, both sides prepare for battle. 
Scipio, having thrown a bridge across the Ticinus, 
marched his troops over it. Two ill omens, 1 had 
filled his army with consternation and dread. As for 
the Carthaginians, they were inspired with the boldest 
courage. Hannibal animates them with fresh promi¬ 
ses, and cleaving with a stone the skull of the lamb he 
was sacrificing, he prays Jupiter to dash to pieces his 
head in like manner, in case he did not give his sol¬ 
diers the rewards he had promised them. 

Scipio posts, in the first line, the troops armed with 
missive weapons, and the Gaulish horse ; and forming 
his second line of the flower of the confederate cavalry, 
he advances slowly. Hannibal advanced with his 
whole cavalry, in the centre of which he had posted the 
troopers who rode with bridles, and the Numidian 
horsemen 2 on the wings, in order to surround the ene¬ 
my. The officers and cavalry being eager to engage, a 
charge ensues. At the first onset, Scipio’s light-armed 
soldiers had scarcely discharged their darts, when, 
frighted at the Carthaginian cavalry, which came pour¬ 
ing upon them, and fearing lest they should be tram¬ 
pled under the horses’ feet, they gave way, and retired 
through the intervals of the squadrons. The fight con¬ 
tinued a long time with equal success. Many troopers 
on both sides dismounted, so that the battle was carried 
on between infantryas well as cavalry. In the mean 
time, the Numidians surround the enemy, and charge 
the rear of the light-armed troops, who at first had es¬ 
caped the attack of the cavalry, and tread them under 
their horses’ feet. The centre of the Roman forces had 
hitherto fought with great bravery. Many were killed 
on both sides, and even more on that of the Carthagi¬ 
nians. But the Roman troops W'ere put into disorder 
by the Numidians, who attacked them in the rear ; 
and especially by a wound the consul received, which 
disabled him from continuing the combat. However, 
this general was rescued out of the enemy’s hands by 
the bravery of his son, then but seventeen years old; 
and who afterwards was honoured with the surname of 
Africanus, for having put a glorious period to this war. 

The consul, though dangerously wounded, retreat¬ 
ed in good order, and was conveyed to his camp by 
a body of horse, who covered him with their arms ana 
bodies : the rest of the army followed him thither. He 
hastened to the Po, which he crossed with his army, 
and then broke down the bridge, whereby he prevented 
Hannibal from overtaking him. 

It is agreed, that Hannibal owed this first victory to 
his cavalry ; and it was judged from thenceforth that 
the main strength of his army consisted in his horse ; 
and therefore, that it would be proper for the Romans 
to avoid large open plains, such as those between the 
Po and the Alps. 

Immediately after the battle of the Ticinus, all the 
neighbouringGauls seemed to contend who should sub¬ 
mit themselves first to Hannibal, furnish him with am¬ 
munition, and enlist in his armv. And this, as Polybius 
has observed, w r as what chiefly induced that wise and 


1 The«e two ill omens were, first, a wolf had stolen into 
the eamp of the Romans, and cruelly mangled some of the 
soldiers, without receiving the least harm from those who 
endeavoured to kill it; and, secondly, a swarm of bees had 
pitched upon a tree near the Proetorium, or general’s tent. 
L\v. 1. xxi. e. 46. 

a The Numidians used to ride without saddle or bridle. 


skilful general, notwithstanding the small number and 
weakness of his troops, to hazard a battle; which he 
indeed was now obliged to venture, from the impossi¬ 
bility of marching back whenever he should desire to 
do it; because nothing but a battle would oblige the 
Gauls to declare for him, whose assistance was the 
only refuge he then had left. 

Battle of the Trebia. 

Sempronius the consul, 3 4 upon the orders he had re¬ 
ceived from the senate, was returned from Sicily to 
Ariminmn. From thence he marched towards the 
Trebia,4 a small river of Lombardy, which falls into 
the Po a little above Placentia, wfiere he joined his 
forces to those of Scipio. Hannibal advanced towards 
the camp of the Romans, from which he was separated 
only by that small river. The armies lying so near 
one another, gave occasion to frequent skirmishes, in 
one of which Sempronius, at the head of a body of 
horse, gained some advantage over a party of Cartha¬ 
ginians, very trifling indeed, but which nevertheless 
very much increased the good opinion this general na¬ 
turally entertained of his own merit. 

This inconsiderable success seemed to him a com¬ 
plete victory. He boasted his having vanquished the 
enemy in the same kind of fight in which his colleague 
had been defeated, and that he therebyhad revived the 
courage of the dejected Romans. Being now reso¬ 
lutely bent to come, as soon as possible, to a decisive 
battle, be thought it proper, foi decency’s sake, to con¬ 
sult Scipio, whom he found of a quite different opinion 
from himself. Scipio represented, that in case time 
should be allowed for disciplining the new levies during 
the winter, they would be much fitter for service in the 
ensuing campaign; that the Gauls, w'ho were naturally 
fickle and inconstant, would disengage themselves in¬ 
sensibly from Hannibal ; that as soon as his wounds 
should be healed, bis presence might be of some use 
in an affair of such general concern : in a word, he 
besought him earnestly not to proceed any farther. 

These reasons, though so just, made no impression 
upon Sempronius. He saw himself at the head of 16- 
000 Romans, and 20,000 allies, exclusive of cavalry (a 
number which, in those ages, formed a complete army), 
when both consuls joined their forces. The troops of 
the enemy amounted to near the same number. He 
thought the juncture extremely favourable for him. 
He declared publicly, that all the officers and soldiers 
were desirous of a battle, except his colleague, whoso 
mind (he observed) being more affected by his wound 
than his body, could not, for that reason, bear to hear 
of an engagement. But still, continued Sempronius, 
is it just to let the whole army droop and languish with 
him ? What could Scipio expect more ? Did be flat¬ 
ter himself with the hopes that a third consul, and a 
new army, would come to his assistance ? Such were 
the expressions he employed, both among the soldiers, 
and even about Scipio’s tent. The time for the elec¬ 
tion of new generals drawing near, Sempronius was 
afraid a successor would be sent before he had put an 
end to the war ; and therefore it was his opinion, that 
lie ought to take advantage of his colleague’s illness, 
to secure the whole honour pf the victory to himself. 
As he had no regard,says Polybius, to the time proper 
for action, and only to that which he thought suited 
his own interest, he could not fail of taking wrongmea- 
sures. He therefore ordered his army to prepare for 
battle. 

This was the very thing Hannibal desired ; as he 
held it for a maxim, that a general who has entered a 


3 Folyb. 1. iii. p. 220—227. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 51—56- 

4 [This stream is the modern Trebia. It rises in the Ap- 
penihes, and is composed of a multitude of torrents, which 
when swollen by the melted snows accumulated during the 
winter amongst the ridges of the Appenines, form a con¬ 
siderable stream of more lhan a mile broad, and of vast 
rapidity. During the summer heats its channel is almost 
wholly dry. A memorable engagement of three days suc¬ 
cessively, between Marshal Suwarrow and Marshal Mac- 
dorinld, took place on the banks of this stream in June, 
1790, when the Freneh were defeated, with great loss on 
both sides. When Suwarrow was complimented on thi$ 
victory as being a seeond Hannibal, he replied, ‘ Another 
such victory , and we are ruined .’] 
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foreign country, or one possessed by the enemy, and 
has formed some great design, has no other refuge left, 
than continually to raise the expectations of his allies 
by some fresh exploits. Besides, knowing that he 
should have to deal only with new-levied and inexpe¬ 
rienced troops, he was desirous of taking advantage 
of the ardour of the Gauls, who were extremely desi¬ 
rous of fighting; and of Scjpio’s absence, who, by 
reason of his wound, could not be present in the battle. 
Mago was therefore ordered to lie in ambush with 2000 
men, consisting of horse and foot, on the steep banks 
of a small rivulet which rail between the two camps, 
and to conceal himself among the bushes that were 
very thick there. An ambuscade is often safer in a 
smooth open country, but full of thickets, as this was, 
than iu woods, because such a spot is less apt to be 
suspected. He afterwards caused a detachment of 
Numidian cavalry to cross the Trebia,with orders to 
advance at break of day as far as the very barriers of 
the enemy’s camp, in order to provoke them to fight; 
and then to retreat and repass the river, in order to 
draw the Romans after them. What he had foreseen, 
came directly to pass. The fiery Sempronius imme¬ 
diately detached his whole cavalry against the Nunii- 
dians, and then 6000 light-armed troops, who were 
soon followed by all the rest of the army. The Nu- 
midians fled designedly ; upon which the Romans 
pursued them with great eagerness, and crossed the 
Trebia without resistance, but not without great diffi¬ 
culty, beiug forced to wade up to their very arm-pits 
through the rivulet, which was swollen with the tor¬ 
rents that had fallen in the night from the neighbour¬ 
ing mountains. It was then about the winter-solstice, 
that is, in December. It happened to snow that day, 
and the cold was excessively piercing. The Romans 
had left their camp fasting, and without having taken 
the least precaution ; whereas the Carthaginians had, 
by Hannibal’s order, eaten and drunk plentifully in 
their tents ; had got their horses in readiness, rubbed 
themselves with oil, and put on their armour by the 
fire-side. 

They were thus prepared when the fight began. 
The Romans defended themselves valiantly for a con¬ 
siderable time, though they were half spent with hun¬ 
ger, fatigue, and cold ; but their cavalry was at last 
broken and put to flight by that of the Carthaginians, 
which much exceeded theirs in numbers and strength. 
The infantry also were soon in great disorder. The 
soldiers in ambuscade sallying out at a proper time, 
rushed on a sudden upon their rear, and completed 
the overthrow. A body of above 10,000 men reso¬ 
lutely fought their way through the Gauls and Afri¬ 
cans, of whom they made a dreadful slaughter; but as 
they could neither assist their friends nor return to the 
camp, the way to it being cut off by the Numidian 
horse, the river, and the rain, they retreated in good 
order to Placentia. Most of the rest lost their lives on 
the banks of the river, being trampled to pieces by the 
elephants and horses. Those who escaped went and 
joined the body above-mentioned. The next night 
Scipin retired also to Placentia. The Carthaginians 
gained a complete victory, and their loss was incon¬ 
siderable, except that a great number of their horses 
were destroyecl by the cold, the rain, and the snow ; 
and that of all their elephants, they saved but one 
only. 

In Spain, the Romans had better success in this and 
the following campaign ;> for Cn. Scipio extended 
his conquests as far as the river Iberus, 2 defeated 
Hanno and took him prisoner. 

Hannibal took the opportunity, 3 whilst he was in 
winter quarters, to refresh his troops, and gain the af¬ 
fection of the natives. For this purpose, after having 
declared to the prisoners whom he had taken from the 
allies of the Romans, that he was not come with the 
view of making war upon them, but of restoring the 
Italians to their liberty, and protecting them against 
the Romans, he sent them all home to their own coun¬ 
tries, without requiring the least ransom. 

The winter was no sooner over, 1 than he set out to- 


* Polvb. 1. iii. p 229, 229. Liv. 1. xxi. n. 60, Gl. 
a Or Ebro. » Polyb. p. 229. -» Liv. 1. xxi. n. 53. 

Vol. I.—14 


105 

wards Tuscany, whither he hastened his inarch for 
two important reasons: First, to avoid the ill effects 
which would arise from the ill will of the Gauls, who 
were tired with the long stay of the Carthaginian army 
in their territories, and were impatient of bearing the 
whole burden of a war, in which they had engaged 
with no other view than to carry it into the country 
of their common enemy: secondly, that he might in¬ 
crease, by some bold exploit, the reputation of his arms 
in the minds of all the inhabitants of Italy, bj carrying 
the war to the very gates of Rome; and at the same 
time reanimate his troops, and the Gauls his allies, by* * 
the plunder of the enemy’s lands. But in his march 
over the Appenines, he was overtaken by a dreadful 
storm, which destroyed great numbers of his men. 
The cold, the rain, the wind, and hail, seemed to con¬ 
spire his ruin; so that the fatigues which the Cartha¬ 
ginians had undergone in crossing the Alps seemed 
less dreadful than those they now suffered. He there¬ 
fore marched back to Placentia, where he again fought 
Sempronius, who was returned from Rome. The loss 
on both sides was very nearly equal. 

Whilst Hannibal was in these winter-quarters, 1 he 
hit upon a true Carthaginian stratagem. He was sur¬ 
rounded with fickle anc? inconstant nations; the friend¬ 
ship he had contracted with them was but of recent 
date. He had reason to apprehend a change in their 
disposition, and, consequently, that attempts would 
be made upon his life. To secure himself, therefore, 
he got perukes made, and clothes suited to every age. 
Of these he sometimes wore one, sometimes another, 
and disguised himself so often, that not merely such as 
saw him only transiently, but even his intimate ac¬ 
quaintance, could scarce know him. 

At Rome, Cn. Servilius and C. 

Flaminius had been appointed con- A. M. 3788, 
suls. 2 Hannibal having advice that A. Rom. 532. 
the latter was advanced already as far 
as Arretium, 3 a town of Tuscany, resolved to go and 
engage him as soon as possible. Two ways being 
shown him, he chose the shortest, though the most 
troublesome, nay,* almost impassable, by reason of a 
fen which he was forced to go through. Here the army 
suffered incredible hardships. During four days and 
three nights they marched naif way up the leg in wa¬ 
ter, and, consequently, could not get a moment’s sleep. 
Hannibal himself, who rode upon the only elephant he 
had left, could hardly get through. His long want of 
sleep, and the thick vapours which exhaled from that 
marshy place, together with the unhealthiness of the 
season, cost him one of his eyes. 

Battle of Thrasymenus. 

Hannibal being thus got, almost unexpectedly, * 
out of this dangerous situation, and having refreshed 
his troops, marched and pitched his camp between Ar¬ 
retium and Fesuke, in the richest and most fruitful 
part of Tuscany. His first endeavours were to dis¬ 
cover the disposition of Flaminius, in order that he 
might take advantage of his weak side, which, accord¬ 
ing to Polybius, ought to be the chief study of a gener¬ 
al. He was told, that Flaminius was greatly conceit¬ 
ed of his own merit, bold, enterprising, rash, and fond 
of glory. To plunge him the deeper into the£e ex¬ 
cesses, to which he was naturally prone, 6 he inflam¬ 
ed his impetuous spirit, by laying waste and burning 
the whole country in his sight. 

Flaminius was not of a temper to continue inactive 
in his camp, even if Hannibal had lain still. But when 
he saw the territories of his allies laid waste before his 
eyes, he thought it would reflect dishonour upon him 
should he suffer Hannibal to ransack Italy without 
control, and even advance to the very walls of Rome 
without meeting any resistance. He rejected with 
scorn the prudent counsels of those who advised him 
to wait the arrival of his colleague, and to be satisfied 


i Polyb. 1. iii. p. 229. Liv. 1. xxii. n. 1. Appian. in Bell. 
Annib. p. 31G. a Polyb. p. 230, 231. Liv. 1. xxii. n. 2. 

8 [Now called Arezzo.] 

* Polyb. I. iii. p. 23J—233. Liv. 1. xxii. n. 3—8. 
s Apparebat ferociter omnia ac praepropere acturum. 
Quoque pronior esset in sua vitia, agitate eum atque irri» 
tare Pivnus parat. Liv. 1. xxii. n. 3. 
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for the present, with putting a stop to the devastation 
of the enemy. 

In the mean time, Hannibal was still advancing to¬ 
wards Rome, having Cortona on the left hand, ana the 
lake Thrasymenus 1 on his right. When he saw that 
the consul followed close after him, with design to give 
him battle,in order to stop him in his march; having 
observed that the ground was convenient for an en¬ 
gagement, he thought only of making preparations for 
it. The lake Thrasymenus and the mountains of 
Cortona form a very narrow defile, which leads into a 
large valley, lined on both sides, with hills of a con¬ 
siderable height, and closed, at the outlet, by a steep 
hill of difficult access. On this hill, Hannibal, after 
having crossed the valley came and encamped with the 
main body of his army, postinghis light-armed infantry 
in ambuscade upon the hills on the right, and part of 
his cavalry behind those on the left, as far almost as 
the entrance of the defile, through which Flaminius 
was obliged to pass. Accordingly, this general, who 
followed him very eagerly, with the resolution to fight 
him, being come to the defile near the lake, was forced 
to halt, because night was coming on; but he entered 
it the next morning at daybreak. 

Hannibal having permitted him to advance, with all 
his forces, above half way through the valley, and see¬ 
ing the Roman van-guard pretty near him, gave the 
signal for the battle,and commanded his troops to come 
out of their ambuscade, in order that he might attack 
the enemy at the same time from all quarters. The 
reader may guess at the consternation with which the 
Romans were seized. 

They were not yet drawn \jp in order of battle, 
neither had they got their arms in readiness, when 
they found themselves attacked in front, in rear,and in 
flank. In a moment, all the ranks were put into disor¬ 
der. Flamiuius alone undaunted in so universal a 
consternation, animates his soldiers both with his hand 
and voice, and exhorts them to cut themselves a pas¬ 
sage with their swords through the midst of the enemy. 
But the tumult which reigned every where, the dread¬ 
ful shouts of the enemy, and a fog that was risen, pre¬ 
vented his being seen or heard. However, when the 
Romans saw themselves surrounded on all sides, 
either by the enemy or the lake, the impossibility of 
saving their lives by flight roused their courage, and 
both parties began to fight with astonishing animosity. 
Their fury was so great, that not a soldier in either 
army perceived an earthquake which happened in that 
country, and buried whole cities in ruins. In this con¬ 
fusion, Flaminius being slain by one of the Insubrian 
Gauls, the Romans began to give ground, and at last 
fairly fled. Great numbers, endeavouring to save 
themselves, leaped into the lake; whilst others,direct¬ 
ing their course towards the mountains, fell into the 
enemy’s hands whom they strove to avoid. Six thou¬ 
sand only cut their way through the conquerors, and 
retreated to a place of safety; but the next day they 
were taken prisoners. In this battle 15,000 Romans 
were killed, and about 10,000 escaped to Rome by dif¬ 
ferent roads. Hannibal sent back the Latins, who 
were the allies of the Romans, into their own country, 
without demanding the least ransom. He commanded 
search to be made for the body of Flaminius, in order 
to give it burial, but it could not be found. He after¬ 
wards put his troops into quarters of refreshment, and 
solemnized the funerals of thirty of his chief officers, 
who were killed in the battle. He lost in all but 1500 
men, most of whom were Gauls. 

Immediately after, Hannibal despatched a courier to 
Carthage, with the news of his good success hitherto 
in Italy. This caused the greatest joy for the present, 
gave birth to the most promising hopes with regard to 
the future, and revived the courage of all the citizens. 
They new prepared, with incredible ardour, to send 
into Italy and Spain ail necessary succours. 

Rome, on the contrary, was filled with universal 
grief and alarm, as soon as the prastor had pronounced 
from the rostra the following words: JVe have lost a 
great battle . The senate, studious of nothing but the 
public welfare, thought that in so great a calamity 


and so imminent a danger, reo mrse must be had to 
extraordinary remedies. They therefore appointed 
Quintus Fabius dictator, a person as conspicuous for 
his wisdom as his birth. It was the custom at Rome, 
that the moment a dictator was nominated, all aqthor- 
ity ceased, that of the tribunes of the people excepted. 
M. Minucius was appointed the general of horse. W0 
are now in the second year of the war. 

Hannibal's Conduct with respect to Fabius. 
Hannibal, 2 after the battle of Thrasymenus, not 
thinking it yet proper to march directly to Rome, con¬ 
tented himself, in the mean time, with laying waste 
the country. He crossed Umbria and Picenum; and 
after ten days’ march, arrived in the territory of 
Adria. 3 He got a very considerable booty in his march. 
Out of his implacable enmit) r to the Romans, he com¬ 
manded, that all who were able to bear arms, should 
be put to the sword; and meeting no obstacle any 
where, he advanced as far as Apulia; plundering the 
countries which lay in his way, and carrying desola¬ 
tion wherever he came, in order to compel the nations 
to disengage themselves from their alliance with the 
Romans; and to show all Italy,that Rome itself, now 
quite dispirited, yielded him the victory. 

Fabius, followed by Minucius and four legions, bad 
marched from Rome in quest of the enemy, but with a 
firm resolution not to let him take the least advan¬ 
tage, nor to advance one step till he had first recon¬ 
noitred everyplace; nor hazard a battle till he should 
be sure of success. 

As soon as both armies were in sight, Hannibal, to 
terrify the Roman forces, offered them battle, by ad¬ 
vancing almost to the very intrenchments of their 
camp. But finding every thing quiet there, he re¬ 
tired; blaming, in appearance, the cowardice of the 
enemy, whom he upbraided with having at last lost 
that valour so natural to their ancestors; but fretted 
inwardly, to find he had to do with a general of so 
different a disposition from Sempronius and Flami- 
nius; and that the Romans, instructed by their defeat, 
had at last made choice of a commander capable of 
opposing Hannibal. 

From this moment he perceived, that the dictator 
would not be formidable to him by the boldness ofhi3 
attacks, but by the prudence and regularity of his 
conduct, which might perplex and embarrass him 
very much. The only circumstance he now wanted 
to know, was, whether the new general had firmness 
enough to pursue steadily the plan he seemed to have 
laid down. He endeavoured, therefore, to shake his 
resolution by the different movements which he made, 
by laying waste the lands, plundering the cities, and 
burning the villages and towns. He, at one time, 
would raise his camp with the utmost precipitation; 
and, at another, stop short in some valley out of the 
common route, to try whether he could not surprise 
him in the plain. However, Fabius still kept his 
troops on the hills, but without losing sight of Han¬ 
nibal ; never approaching near enough to come to an 
engagement; nor yet keeping at such a distance, as 
might give him an opportunity of escaping him. He 
never suffered his soldiers to stir out of the camp, 
except to forage, nor ever on those occasions without 
a numerous convoy. If ever he engaged, it was only 
in slight skirmishes, and so very cautiously, that his 
troops had always the advantage. By this conduct 
he revived, by insensible degrees, the courage of the 
soldiers, which the loss of three battles had entirely 
damped; and enabled them to rely, as they had for¬ 
merly done, on their valour and good fortune. 

Hannibal, having got an immense booty in Cam¬ 
pania, where he had resided a considerable time, left 
that country, in order that he might not consume the 
provisions ne had laid up, and which Kz reserved for 
the winter season. Besides, he could no longer con¬ 
tinue in a country of gardens and vineyards, which 
were more agreeable to the eye than useful for the 
subsistence of an army; a country where he would 
have been forced to take up Ins winter quarters 


» [Now called Lago di Perugia.] 
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among marshes, rocks, and sands; while the Ro¬ 
mans would have drawn plentiful supplies from Ca¬ 
pua, and the richest parts of Italy. He therefore 
resolved to settle elsewhere. 

Fabius naturally supposed that Hannibal would 
be obliged to return the same way he came, and that 
he might easily annoy him during his march. He 
began by throwing a considerable body of troops into 
Casilinum, and thereby securing that small town, 
situated on the Vulturnus, which separated the terri¬ 
tories of Falernum from those of Capua: he after¬ 
wards detached 4000 men to seize the only pass 
through which Hannibal could come out; and then, 
according to his usual custom, posted himself with 
the remainder of the army on the hills adjoining to 
the road. 

The Carthaginians arrive, and encamp in the plain 
at the foot of the mountains. And now the crafty 
Carthaginiau falls into the same snare he had laid 
for Flaminius at the defile of Thrasymenus; and it 
seemed impossible for him ever to extricate himself 
out of this difficulty, there being but one outlet, of 
which the Romans were possessed. Fabius, fancy¬ 
ing himself sure of his prey, was only contriving how 
to seize it. He flattered himself, and not without the 
appearance of probability, with the hopes of putting 
an end to the war by this single battle. Neverthe¬ 
less,he thought fit to defer the attack till thenextday. 

Hannibal perceived that his own artifices were now 
employed against him. 1 It is in such junctures as 
these, that a general has need of unusual presence 
of miud and fortitude, to view danger in its utmost 
extent, without being dismayed; and to find out sure 
and instant expedients without deliberating. Imme¬ 
diately, the Carthaginian general caused 2000 oxen 
to be got together, and ordered small bundles of 
vine-branches to be tied to their horns. Towards 
the dead of night, having commanded the branches 
to be set on fire, he caused the oxen to be driven with 
violence to the top of the hills where the Romans 
were encamped. As soon as these creatures felt the 
flame, the pain rendered them furious, they flew up 
and down on all sides, and set fire to the shrubs and 
bushes they met in their way. This squadron, of a 
new kind, was sustained by a good number of light¬ 
armed soldiers, who had orders to seize upon the 
summit of the mountain, and to charge the enemy, in 
case they should meet them. All things happened as 
Hannibal had foreseen. The Romans who guarded 
the defile, seeing the fires spread over the hills which 
were above them, and imagining that it was Hannibal 
making his escape by torch-light, quit their post, and 
run up to the mountains to oppose his passage. The 
main bod}* of the army not knowing what to think of 
all this tumult, and Fabius himself not daring to stir, 
while it was dark, for fear of a surprise, wait for the 
return of the day. Hannibal seizes this opportunity, 
marches his troops and the spoils through the defile, 
which was now unguarded, and rescues his army out 
of a snare in which, had Fabius been but a little more 
vigorous, it would either have been destroyed, or at 
least very much weakened. It is glorious for a man 
to turn his very errors to his advantage, and make 
them subservient to his reputation. 

The Carthaginian army returned to Apulia, still 
ursued and harassed by the Romans. The dictator, 
eing obliged to take a journey to Rome on account 
of some religious ceremonies, earnestly entreated his 
eneral of horse, before his departure, not to fight 
uring his absence. However, Minucius did not re- 
ard either his advice or his entreaties ; hut the very 
rst opportunity he had, whilst part of Hannibal’s 
troops were foraging,he charged the rest, and gained 
eorne advantage. He immediately sent advice of this 
to Rome, as if he had obtained a considerable victory. 
The news of this, with what had just before happened 
at the passage of the defile, raised complaints and 
murmurs against the slow and timorous circumspec¬ 
tion of Fabius. In a word, matters were carried so 
far, that the Roman people gave his general of horse 
an equal authority with him ; a thing unheard of be- 
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fore. The dictator was upon the road when he re¬ 
ceived advice of this: for he had left Rome, in order 
that he might not be an eye-witness of what was 
contriving against him. His constancy, however, 
was not shaken. He was very sensible, that though 
his authority in the command was divided, yet his 
skill in the art of war was not so. 2 This soon be¬ 
came manifest. 

Minucius, grown arrogant at the advantage he had 
gained over his colleague, proposed that each should 
command a day alternately, or even a longer time. 
But Fabius rejected this proposal, as it would have 
exposed the whole army to danger whilst under the 
command of Minucius. He therefore chose to divide 
the troops, in order that it might be in his power to pre¬ 
serve, at least, that part which should fall to his share. 

Hannibal, fully informed of all that passed iu the 
Roman camp, was overjoyed to hear of this dissension 
between the two commanders. He therefore laid a 
snare for the rash Minucius, who accordingly plunged 
headlong into it; and engaged the enemy on an emi¬ 
nence, in which an ambuscade was concealed. But 
his troops being soon put into disorder, were just upon 
the point of being cut to pieces, when Fabius, alarmed 
by the sudden outcries of the wounded, called aloud 
to his soldiers: Let us hasten to the assistance of Minu- 
cius: let usfly and snatch the victory from the enemy , 
and extort from our fellow-citizens a confessionqftheir 
fault. This succour was very seasonable, and com¬ 
pelled Hannibal to sound a retreat. The latter, as he 
was retiring, said, That the cloud which had been long 
hovering on the summit of the mountains, had at last 
burst with a loud crack, and caused a mighty storm. So 
important and seasonable a service done by the dicta¬ 
tor, opened the eyes of Minucius. He accordingly- 
acknowledged his error, returned immediately toms 
duty and obedience, and showed, that it is sometimes 
more glorious to know how to atone for a fault, than 
not to have committed it. 

The State of Affairs in Spain. 

In the beginning of this campaign, 3 On. Scipio 
having suddenly attacked the Carthaginian fleet, 
commanded by Hamilcar, defeated it, and took twen¬ 
ty-five ships, with a great quantity of rich spoils. 
This victory made the Romans sensible, that they 
ought to be particularly attentive to the affairs of 
Spain, because Hannibal could draw considerable 
supplies both of men and money from that country. 
Accordingly, they sent a fleet tnither, the command 
whereof was given to P. Scipio, who, after his arrival 
in Spain, having joined his brother, did the common¬ 
wealth very great service. Till that time the Romans 
had never ventured beyond the Ebro. They had been 
satisfied with having gained the friendship of the 
nations situated between that river and Italy, and 
confirming it by alliances : but under Publius they 
crossed the Ebro, and carried their arms much farther 
up into the country. 

The circumstance which contributed most to pro¬ 
mote their affairs, was the treachery of a Spaniard in 
Saguntum. Hannibal had left there the children of 
the most distinguished families in Spain, whom he 
had taken as hostages. Abelox, for so this Spaniard 
was called, persuaded Bostar, the governor of the 
city, to send back these young men into their country, 
in order, by that means, to attach the inhabitants 
more firmly to the Carthaginian interest. He him¬ 
self was charged with this commission. But he carri¬ 
ed them to the Romans, who afterwards delivered 
them to their relations, and, by so acceptable a pre¬ 
sent, acquired their amity. 

The Battle of Cannae. 

The next spring, 4 C. Terentius 
Varro and L. JEmilius Paulus were A. M. 3789. 
chosen consuls at Rome. In this A. Rom. 533. 
campaign, which was the third of 
the second Punic war, the Romans did what had 


a Satis fidens haudquaquam cum imperii jure artem im* 

peraudi aequatam. Liv. 1. xxii. n. 2G. 
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never been practiced before, that is, they composed 
the army of eight legions, each consisting of 5000 
men, exclusive ofthe allies. For,as we have already 
observed, the Romans never raised but four legions, 
each of which consisted of about 4000 foot, and 300 
horse. 1 They never, except on the-most important 
occasions, made them consist of 5000 of the one, and 
400 of the other. As for the troops of the allies, their 
infantry was equal to that ofthe legions, but they had 
three times as many horse. Each of the consuls had 
commonly half the troops of the allies, with two le¬ 
gions, in order for them to act separately; and it was 
very seldom that all these forces were used at the 
same, time, and in the same expedition. Here the 
Romans had not only four, but eight legions, so im¬ 
portant did the affair appear to them. The senate 
even thought fit, that the two consuls of the foregoing 
year, Servilius and Attilius, should serve in the army 
as proconsuls; but the latter could not go into the 
field, by reason of his great age. 

Varro, at his setting out from Rome, had declared 
openly, that he would fall upon the enemy the very 
first opportunity, and put an end to the war; adding, 
that it never would be terminated so long as men 
such as Fabius should be at the head of the Roman 
armies. An advantage which he gained over the 
Carthaginians, of whom near 1700 were killed, greatly- 
increased his boldness and arrogance. As for Han¬ 
nibal, he considered this loss as a real advantage; 
being persuaded that it would serve as a bait to the 
consul’s rashness, and prompt him on to a battle, 
which he-vented extremely. It was afterwards 
known, that Hannibal was reduced to such a scarcity 
of provisions, that he could not possibly" have subsist¬ 
ed ten days longer. The Spaniards were already 
meditating to leave him. So that there would have 
been an end of Hannibal and his army, if his good 
fortune had not thrown a Varro in his way. 

Both armies, having often removed from place to 
place, came in sight of each other near Cannae, a little 
town in Apulia, 2 situated on the river Aufidus. As 
Hannibal was encamped in a level open country, and 
his cavalry much superior to that of the Romans, 
iEmilius did not think proper to engage in such a 
place. He wished to draw the enemy into a spot, 
w 7 here the infantry might have the greatest share in 
the action. But his colleague, who was inexperienced, 
was of a contrary opinion. Such is the inconveniency 
of a divided command: jealousy, a disparity" of tem¬ 
pers, or a diversity of views, seldom failing to create 
a dissension between the two generals. 

The troops on each side were, for some time, con¬ 
tented with slight skirmishes. But at last, one day, 
when Varro had the command (for the two consuls 
took it by turns) preparations were made on both 
sides for battle. iEmilius had not been consulted; 
vet, though he extremely disapproved the conduct of 
his colleague, as it was not in his power to prevent it, 
he seconded him to the utmost. 

Hannibal, after having made his soldiers observe, 
that being superior in cavalry, they could not possibly 
have pitched upon a better spot for fighting, had it 
been left to their choice : Return, then (says he), 
thanks to the gods for having brought the enemy hith¬ 
er , that you may triumph over them; and thank me 
also for having reduced the Romans to the necessity 
of coming to an engagement. .Qfter three great suc¬ 
cessive victories, is not the remembrance of your 
own actions sufficient to inspire you with courage ? 
Ry the former battles , you are become masters ofthe 
open country; but this will put you inpossession of all 
the cities, and (Iprcsume to say it) of all the o'iches 
and power of the Romans. It is not words that we 
want , but action. I trust in the gods, that you will 
soon see my promises verified. 

The two armies were very unequal in numbers.— 
That of the Romans, including the allies, amounted 


1 Polybius supposes only 200 horse in each legion: but 
J. Lipsius thinks that this is a mistake either of the author or 
transcriber. 

a [The ruins of this city are still to be seen in the territo¬ 
ry of Bari, formerly Apulia Peucetia.] 


to 80,000 foot, and a little above 6000 horse: and 
that of the Carthaginians consisted but of40,000 foot, 
all well disciplined, and of 10,000 horse. iEmilius 
commanded tne right wing of the Romans, Varro tho 
left, and Servilius, one ofthe consuls of the last year 
was posted in the centre. Hannibal, who had the art 
of turning every incident to advantage, had posted 
himself, so as that the wind Vulturnus 3 which rises 
at certain stated times, should blow directly in the 
faces ofthe Romans during* the fight, and cover them 
with dust; then keepiog the river Aufidus on his left, 
and posting his cavalry in the wings, he formed his 
main body of the Spanish and Gaulish infantry; 
which he posted in the centre, with half the African 
heavy-armed foot on the right, and half on the left, 
on the same line with the cavalry. His army being 
thus drawn up, he put himself at the head of the 
Spanish and Gaulisn infantry; and having drawn 
them out ofthe line, advanced to give battle,rounding 
his front as he drew nearer the enemy; and extend¬ 
ing his flanks in the shape of a half-moon, in order 
that he might leave no interval between his main body 
and the rest of the line, which consisted of the heavy- 
armed infantry, who had not moved from their posts. 

The fight soon began, and the Roman legions that 
were in tne wings, seeing their centre warmly attack¬ 
ed, advanced to charge the enemy in flank. Hannibal’s 
main body, after a brave resistance, finding themselves 
furiously attacked on all sides, gave way, being over¬ 
powered by numbers; and retired through the inter¬ 
val they had left in the centre of the line. The Ro¬ 
mans having pursued them thither with eager confu¬ 
sion, the two wings of the African infantry, which 
were fresh, well armed, and in good order, wheeled 
about on a sudden towards that void space in which 
the Romans, who were already fatigued, had thrown 
themselves in disorder; and attacked them vigorously 
on both sides, without allowing them time to recover 
themselves, or leaving them ground to draw up. In 
the. mean time, the two wings of the cavalry, having 
defeated those of the Romans, which were much in¬ 
ferior to them; and having left in the pursuit of the 
broken and scattered squadrons, only as many forces 
as were necessary to keep them from rallying, advanc¬ 
ed and charged the rear ofthe Roman infantry, which, 
being surrounded at once on every side, by the ene¬ 
my’s horse and foot, was all cut to pieces, after having 
fought with unparalleled bravery. iEmilius, being 
covered with the wounds he had received in the fight, 
was afterwards killed bv a body of the enemy to whom 
he was not known: ana with him two quaestors; one- 
and-twenty military tribunes; many who had been 
either consuls or praetors; Servilius, one of the last 
year’s consuls; Minucius, the late general of horse 
to Fabius; and fourscore senators. Above 70,000 
men fell in this battle; 4 * * and the Carthaginians, so 
great was their fury.5 did not give over the slaughter, 
till Hannibal in the very heat of it, called out to them 
several times, Stop, soldiers, spare the vanquished. Ten 
thousand men, w ho had been left to guard the camp, 
surrendered themselves prisoners of w ar after the bat¬ 
tle. Varro, the consul, retired to Vennsia, with only 
seventy horse; and about 4000 men escaped into the 
neighbouring cities. Thus Hannibal remained mas¬ 
ter of the field, he being chiefly indebted for this, as 
well as for his former victories, to the superiority of 
his cavalry over that, of the Romans. He lost 4000 
Gauls, 1500 Spaniards and Africans, and 200 horse. 

Maharbal, one of the Carthaginian Generals, ad¬ 
vised Hannibal to march without loss of time directly 


a [This wind answers to the modern Sirocco, or hot wiod, 
which blows from the quarter of Afriea for many days 

together. When this happens, the atmosphere is heated 

to an extreme degree, so as to be almost intolerable. A 
Tramontana, or cold north-east wind from the Appenines, 
frequently succeeds the Vulturnus or Sirocco, which produ¬ 
ces a great mortality amongst the natives.] 

4 I-iivy lessens very much the number of the slain, mak- 

ing them amount but to about 43,000. But Polybius ought 

rather to be believed. 

* Duo maximi exercitus eaesi ad hostium satietatem, 
donee Annibal diceret . militi euo: Parce ferro. Flor. 
1. i. c. 6. 
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to Rome, promising him, that within five days they 
should sap in the Capitol. Hannibal answering, that 
it was a matter which required mature deliberation: 
Jsee, replies Maharbal, that the gods have not endowed 
the same man with all talents. You, Hannibal, know 
how to conquer , but not to make the best use of a vic¬ 
tory. 1 

It is pretended that this delay saved Rome and the 
empire. Many authors, and among the rest, Livy, 
charged Hannibal, on this occasion, as being guilty of 
n capital ei* *ror. But others more reserved, are not for 
couaemniug, without evident proofs, so renowned a 
general, who in the rest of his conduct was never 
wanting, either in prudence to make choice of the best 
expedients, or in readiness to put his designs in exe¬ 
cution. They, besides, are inclined to judge favoura¬ 
bly of him, from the autboritj', or at least the silence, 
of* Polybius, who, speaking of the memorable conse¬ 
quences of this celebrated battle, says, that the Car¬ 
thaginians were firmly persuaded, that they should 
possess themselves of Rome at the first assault; but 
then he does not mention how this could possibly have 
been effected, as that city was very populous, warlike, 
strongly fortified, and defended with a garrison of two 
legions; nor does he any where give the least hint 
that such a project was feasible, or that Hannibal did 
wrong in not attempting to put it in execution. 

And, indeed, if we examine matters more narrowly, 
we shall find, that according to the common maxims 
of war it could not be undertaken. It is certain, that 
Hannibal’s whole infantry before the battle, amounted 
but to 40,000 men, and as 6000 of these had been 
slain in the action, and, doubtless, many more wound- 
ed and disabled, there could remain but six or seven- 
and-twenty-thousand foot fit for service: now this 
number was not sufficient to invest so large a city as 
Rome, which had a river running through it; nor to 
attack it in form, because they had neither engines, 
ammunition, nor any other things necessary for carry¬ 
ing on a siege. For want of these, 2 Hannibal, even 
after his victory at Thrasymenus, miscarried in his 
attempt upon Spoletum; and soon after the battle of 
Cannie, was forced to raise the siege of a little city, 3 of 
no note, and of no great strength. It cannot be denied, 
that had he miscarried on the present occasion, nothing 
less could have been expected but that he must have 
been irrecoverably lost. However, to form a just judg¬ 
ment of this matter, a man ought to be a soldier, and 
a soldier, perhaps, of those times. This is an old dis¬ 
pute on which none but those who are perfectly well 
skilled in the art of war should pretend to give their 
opinion. 

Soon after the battle of Cannre, 4 Hannibal had 
despatched his brother Mago to Carthage, with the 
nSws of his victory, and at the same time to demand 
succours, in order that he might be enabled to put an 
end to the war. 

Mago, on his arrival, made, in full senate, a lofty 
speech, in which he extolled his brother’s exploits, 
and displayed the great advantages he had gained over 
the Romans. And to give a more lively idea of the 
greatness of the victory, by speaking in some measure 
to the eye, he poured out in the middle of the senate 
a bushel 5 of gold rings which had been taken from 
the fingers of such of the Roman nobility as had fallen 
in the battle of Cannae. He concluded w ith demand- 
ingmonev, provisions, and fresh troops. All thespec- 
tators w r ere struck with an extraordinary joy ; upon 
w hich Imilco, a great stickler for Hannibal, fancying 
he now had a fair opportunity to insult Hanno, the 
chief of the contrary faction, asked him, whether they 
were still dissatisfied with the war they were carrying 
on against the Romans, and was for having Hannibal 
delivered up to them ? Hanno, without discovering 

i Turn Maharbal: Non omnia nimirum eidem Dii de- 
dere. Vinr.ere Bcis, Annibal, victoria uti neseis. Liv. xxii. 
n. 51. * Liv. 1. xxii. n. 9. Ibid. I. xxiii. n. 18. 

* Casilinum. < Liv. 1. xxiii. n. 11— 14. 

* Pliny , 1. xxx. iii. c. 3, says that there were three bush¬ 
els sent to Carthage. Livy observes, that some authors 1 
make them amount to tbr^e hi.'hrls md a hall’; Lul he 
thinks it most probable, that there was but one, 1. xxxiii. n. 
12. Florus , 1. ii. c. l(j, makes it two bushels. 


the least emotion, replied that he was still of the same 
mind, and that the victories of which they so much 
boasted (supposing them real,) could not give him 
joy, but only in proportion as they should be made 
subservient to an advantageous peace; he then under* 
took to prove, that the mighty exploits, on which they 
insisted so much, were wholly cnimerical and imagi¬ 
nary. I have cut to pieces, says he, (continuing IVIa- 
go’s speech) the Roman armies: send me some troops — 
What more could you ask had you been conquered ?—I 
have twice seized upon the enemy's camp,full(no doubt) 
ofprovisions of every kind.—Send me provisions and 
money.—Could you have talked otherwise, hadyou lost 
your camp ? He then asked Mago, whether any of the 
Latin nations had come over to Hannibal, and whether 
the Romans had made him any proposals of peace ? 
To this Mago answering in the uegative : I then per¬ 
ceive, replied Hanno, that ive are no farther advanced 
than when Hannibalfirst landed in Italy. The infer¬ 
ence he drew from hence was, that neither men nor mo¬ 
ney ought to be sent. But Hannibal’s faction prevailing 
at that time, no regard was paid to Hanno’s remon¬ 
strances, which were considered merely as the effect 
of prejudice and jealousy ; and, accordingly, orders 
were given for levying, without delay, the supplies of 
men and money which Hannibal required. Mago set 
out immediately for Spain to raise 24,000 foot and 
4000 horse in that country ; but these levies were af¬ 
terwards stopped, and sent to auother quarter; so 
eager was the contrary faction to oppose the designs 
of a general whom they utterly abhorred. While, in 
Rome, a consul, 6 who had fled, was thanked because 
he had not despaired of the commonwealth ; at Car¬ 
thage, people were almost angry with Hannibal for 
being victorious. But Hanno could never forgive him 
the advantages he had gained in this war, because he 
had undertaken it in opposition to his counsel. Thus, 
being more jealous for the honour of his own opinions 
than for the good of his country, and a greater enemy 
to the Carthaginian general than to the Romans, he 
did all that lay in his power to prevent future success, 
and to render of no avail that which had been already 
gained. 

Hannibal takes up his Winter-quarters in Capua. 

The battle of Cannae subjected the most powerful 
nations of Italy to Hannibal, 7 drew over to his interest 
Graecia Magna, 8 with the city of Tarentum ; and 
thus wrested from the Romans their most ancient al¬ 
lies, among whom the Capuans held the first rank. 
This city, by the fertility of its soil, its advantageous 
situation, and the blessings of a long peace, had risen 
to great wealth and power. Luxury, and a fondness 
for pleasure (the usual attendants on wealth,) had 
corrupted the minds of all its citizens, who, from their 
natural inclination, were but too much inclined to vo¬ 
luptuousness and excess. 

Hannibal made choice of this city for his winter- 
quarters. 9 Here it was that those soldiers, who had 
sustained the most grievous toils, and braved the most 
formidable dangers, were overthrown hy abundance 
and a profusion of luxuries, into which they plunged 
with the greater eagerness, as they, till then, had heen 
strangers to them. Their courage was so greatly en¬ 
ervated in this bewitching retirement, that all their 
after efforts were owing rather to the fame and splen¬ 
dour of their former victories than to their present 
strength. When Hannibal marched his forces out of 
the city, one would have taken them for other men, 
and the reverse of those who had so lately marched 
into it. Accustomed, during the winter-season, to 


* Terentius Varro. ? Liv. 1. xxiii. n. 4. 18. 

• Cccterum quurn Graci omnemfere oram maritimom Co - 
loniis suis, e Grwcid dcductis, obsiderent, &c. But after 
the Greeks had, by their colonies, possessed themselves of 
almost all the maritime coast, this very country (together 
with Sicily) was called Gracia Magna, &e. Ciuvcr. Geo- 
graph. 1 . iii. c. 30. 

9 Ibi partem majorem biemis exercituin in teotis habuit; 
adversus omnia humana mala saepe ac diu duralum. bonis 
inoxpertmn a f <vte in^rtum. ftaone qvas nulla mali vi- 
cuat vis, p-rdi-iere iih.iin bona ac voluptatcs immodicac; 
et co impensius, quo avidius ex insolcntia in eas sa merse- 
rant. Liv. 1. xxiii. n. If. 
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commodious lodgings, to ease and plenty, they were 
no longer able to bear hunger, thirst, long marches, 
watchings, and the other toils of war ; not to mention 
that all obedience, all discipline, were entirely laid 
aside. 

I only transcribe on this occasion from Livy. If 
we are to adopt his opinion on this subject, Hannibal’s 
stay at Capua was a capital blemish in his conduct; 
and he pretends, that this general was guilty of an 
infinitely greater error, than when he neglected to 
march directly to Rome after the battle of Cannae. 
For this delay, 1 says Livy, might seem only to have 
retarded his victory; whereas this last misconduct 
rendered him absolutely incapable of ever defeating 
the enemy. In a word, as Marcellus observed judi¬ 
ciously afterwards, Capua was to the Carthaginians 
and tbeir general, what Cannae had been to the Ro¬ 
mans. 2 There their martial genius, their love of dis¬ 
cipline, were lost; there their former fame, and tbeir 
almost certain hopes of future glory, vanished at once. 
And indeed, from thenceforth the affairs of Hannibal 
advanced to their decline by swift steps; fortune de¬ 
clared in favour of prudence, and victory seemed now 
reconciled to the Romans. 

I know not whether Livy has just ground to im¬ 
pute all these fatal consequences to the delicious abode 
of Capua. If we examine carefully all the circum¬ 
stances of this history, w T e shall scarce be able to 
persuade ourselves, that the little progress which was 
afterwards made by the arms of Hannibal, ought to 
be ascribed to his wintering at Capua. It might, in¬ 
deed, have been one cause, but a very inconsiderable 
one; and the bravery with which the forces of Han¬ 
nibal afterwards defeated the armies of consuls and 
praetors; the towns they took even in sight of the 
Romans; their maintaining their conquests so vigor¬ 
ously, and staying fourteen years after this in Italy, 
in spite of the Romans; all these circumstances may 
induce us to believe, that Livy lays too great a stress 
on the delights of Capua. 

The real cause of the decline of Hannibal’s affairs! 
was owing to his want of necessary recruits and suc¬ 
cours from Carthage. After Mago’s speech, 3 the 
Carthaginian senatehad judged itnecessaiy, in order 
for the carrying on the conquests in Italy, to send 
thither a considerable reinforcement of Numidian 
Jhorse, forty elephants, and 1000 talents; and to hire 
in Spain, 20,000 foot, and 4000 horse, to reinforce 
their armies in Spain and Italy. Nevertheless, 4 Ma- 

f o could obtain an order but for 12,000 foot and 
500 horse; and even when he was just going to march 
to Italy with this reinforcement, so much inferior to 
that which had been promised him, he was counter¬ 
manded, and sent to Spain. So that Hannibal, after 
these mighty promises, had neither infantrv, cavalry 
elephants, nor money, sent him; but was left to de¬ 
pend upon his own personal resources. H 13 army 
was now reduced to 26,000 foot, and 9000 horse, 
How could it be possible for him, with so inconsider¬ 
able an army, to seize, in an enemy’s country, on all 
the advantageous posts; to awe his new allies; to 
preserve his old conquests, and form new ones; and 
to keep the field, with advantage, against two armies 
of the Romans which were recruited every year. 
This was the true cause of the declension of Hanni 
bal's affairs, and of the ruin of those of Carthage 
Were the part where Polybius treated the subject ex 
tant, we doubtless should find, that he lays a greater 
stress on this cause, than on the luxurious delights of 
Capua. 

Transactions relating to Spain and Sardinia . 

A. M. 3790. The two Scipios still continued in 
A. Rom. 534. the command of Spain, 6 and their 
arms were making a considerable 


1 Ilia enim cunctatio distulisse modo vietoriam videri 
potuit, hie error vires ademisse ad vincendum. Liv. 1. xxiii, 
n. 18. 

» Capuam Annibali Cannasfuisse ; ibi virtntem bellicam. 
fbi mihtarem diseipHnarn, ilii preotoriti temporis famam, ibi 
spsm futuri exlb’«->i m. Liv. }. xxiii. n. 45. 

3 Liv. 1. xxiii. n. 13. * Ibid. n. 32. 

* Ibid. n. 26--L0. and n. 32. 40. 41. 


progress there, when Asdrubal, who alone seemed 
able to cope with them,received orders from Carthage, 
to march into Italy to the relief of his brother. Be¬ 
fore he left Spain, he wrote to the senate, to convince 
them of the absolute necessity of their sending a gen¬ 
eral in his stead, who was capable of making head 
against the Romans. Imilco was therefore sent thither 
with an army; and Asdrubal set out upon his march 
with his, in order to go and join his brother. The 
news of bis departure was no sooner known, than the 
greatest part of Spain was subjected by the Scipios. 
These two generals, animated by such signal success, 
resolved to prevent him, if possible, from leaving 
Spain. They considered the danger to which the Ro¬ 
mans would be exposed, if, being scarce able to resist 
Hannibal alone, they should be attacked by the two 
brothers, at the head of two powerful armies. They 
therefore pursued Asdrubal, and, coming up with that 
general, forced him to fight against his inclination. 
Asdrubal was overcome; and so far from being able 
to continue his march for Italy, he found that it would 
be impossible for him to continue with any safety in 
Spain. 

The Carthaginians had no better success in Sardi¬ 
nia. Designing to take advantage of some rebellions 
which they had fomented in that country, they lost 
12,000 men in a battle fought against the Romans, 
who took a still greater number of prisoners, among 
whom were Asdrubal, surnamed Calvus Hanno, ana 
Mago, 6 who were distinguished by their birth as well 
as military exploits. 

The ill success of Hannibal. The Sieges of Capua 
and Rome. 

From the time of Hannibal’s a- A. M. 3791. 
bode in Capua, 7 the Carthaginian A. Rom. 535. 
affairs in Italy no longer supported 
their former reputation. M. Marcellus, first as praetor, 
and afterwards as consul, had contributed very much 
to this revolution. He harassed Hannibal’s army on 
every occasion, seized upon his quarters, forced him to 
raise sieges, and even defeated him in several engage 
ments; so that he was called the Sword of Rome, as 
Fabius had before been named its Buckler. 

But what most affected tlie Car¬ 
thaginian general, was to see Capua A. M. 3793 
besieg-ed by the Romans. In order, A. Rom. 537. 
therefore, to preserve his reputation 
among his allies, by a vigorous support of those who 
held the chief rank as such, he flew to the relief of 
that city, brought forward bis forces, attacked the Ro 
mans, and fought several battles to oblige them to raise 
the siege. At last seeing all his meas¬ 
ures defeated, he marched hastily to- A. M. 3794. 
wards Rome, in order to make a pow- A. Rom. 538. 
erful diversion. He was not without 
hope of being able, in case he could have an oppor¬ 
tunity, in the first consternation, to storm some part 
of the city, of drawing the Roman generals with all 
their forces from the siege of Capua, to the relief of 
their capital; at least he flattered himself, that if, for 
the sake of continuing the siege, they should divide 
tbeir forces, their weakness might then offer an occa¬ 
sion, either to the Capuans or himself, of engaging 
and defeating them. Rome was surprised, but not 
confounded. A proposal being made by one of the 
senators to recall all the armies to succour Rome; 
Fabius declared, 8 that it would be shameful in them 
to be terrified, and forced to change their measures 
upon every motion of Hannibal. They therefore con¬ 
tented themselves with only recalling part of the ar¬ 
my, and one of the generals, Q. Fulvius the procon¬ 
sul, from the siege. Hannibal, after making some 
devastations, drew up his army in order of battle be¬ 
fore the city, and the consul did the same. Both sides 
were preparing to signalize themselves in a battle, of 
which Rome was to be the recompense, when a vio¬ 
lent storm obliged them to separate. They were no 


c Not Hannibal’s brother. 

1 Liv. 1. xxiii. n. 41—46.1. xxv. n. 22.1. xxvi. n. 5—1C. 

8 Flagiliosum esse terreri ac eircumagi ad omnes Anni* 
balis comminationes. Liv. xxvi. n. 8. 
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sooner returned to their respective camps than the 
face of the heavens grew calm and serene. The same 
incident happened frequently afterwards; insomuch 
that Hannibal, believing that there was something su¬ 
pernatural in the event, said, according to Livy, that 
sometimes his own will, 1 and sometimes fortune, would 
not suffer him to take Rome. 

But the circumstances which most surprised and 
intimidated him, was the news, that whilst he lay en¬ 
camped at one of the gates of Rome, the Romans had 
sent out recruits for the armv in Spain at another 
gate; and that the ground whereon his camp was 
pitched, had been sold, notwithstanding that circum¬ 
stance for its full value. So barefaced a contempt 
stung Hannibal to the quick; he, therefore, on tne 
other side, put up to auction the shops of the gold¬ 
smiths round the Forum. After this bravado, he re¬ 
tired, and in his march, plundered the rich temple 
Qf the goddess Feronia. 2 

Capua, thus left to itself, held out but very little 
longer. After that such of its senators as had the 
chief hand in the revolt, and consequently could not 
expect any quarter from the Romans, had put them¬ 
selves to a truly tragical death, 3 the city surrendered 
at discretion. The success of this siege, which, by 
the happy consequences wherewith it was attended, 
proved decisive, and fully restored to the Romans their 
superiority over the Carthaginians; displayed, at the 
same time, how formidable the power of the Romans 
was, 4 when they undertook to punish their perfidious 
allies; and the feeble protection which Hannibal could 
afford his friends at a time when they most wanted it. 
The Defeat and Death of the two Scipios in Spain. 

The face of affairs was very much 

A. M. 3793. changed in Spain. 5 The Carthagin- 
A. Rom. 537. ians had three armies in that country; 

one commanded by Asdrubal, the son 
of* *Gisgo; the second by Asdrubal, son of Hamil- 
car; and a third under Mago,wbo had joined the first 
Asdrubal. The two Scipios. Cneus and Publius, were 
foe dividing their forces, and attacking the enemy se¬ 
parately, which was the cause of their ruin. They 
agreed that Cneus, with a small number of Romans, 
and 30,000 Celtiberians, should march against Asdru¬ 
bal the son of Hamilcar; whilst Publius, with the re¬ 
mainder of the forces, composed of Romans and the 
Italian allies, should advance against the other two 
generals. 

Publius was vanquished first. To the two leaders 
whom he had to oppose, Masinissa, elate with the 
victory he had lately gained over Syphax, joined him¬ 
self; and was to be soon followed by Indibilis, a 
powerful Spanish prince. The armies came to an en¬ 
gagement. The Romans, being thus attacked on all 
sides at once, made a brave resistance as long as they 
had their general at their head; but the moment he 
fell, the few troops which had escaped the slaughter 
secured themselves by flight. 

The three victorious armies marched immediately 
In quest of Cneus, in order to put an end to the war 


* Audita vox Annibalis fertur, Potiund® sibi urbis Ro- 
mso, modo mentem non dari, modd foriunam. Liv . 1. xxvi. 
n. 11. 

* Feronia was the goddess of groves, and there was one, 
with a temple in it, dedicated to her, at the foot of the 
mountain Soracte. Strabo, speaking of the grove where the 
goddess was worshipped, 9ays, that a sacrifice was offered 
annually to her in it; and that her votaries,inspired by this 
goddess, walked unhurt over burning coals. There are still 
extant some medals of Augustus, in which this goddess is 
represented with a crown on her head. 

s Vilius ViriuP, the chief of this conspiracy, after having 
represented to the Capuan senate, the severe treatment 
which his country might expect from the Romans, prevailed 
with twenty-seven senators to go with him to his own house, 
where, after eating a plentiful dinner, and heating themselves 
with wine, they all drank poison. Then taking their last 
farewell, some withdrew to their own houses, others stayed 
with Virius; and all expired before the gates were opened to 
the Romans. Liv . 1. xxvi. n. 13. 14. 

* Confessio expressa hosti. quanta vis in Romanis ad ex- 

petendas pcenas ah infidflibus sociis, et quam nihil in 
Annibale auxilii ad receptos in fidem tuendos esset. Liv. 
L xxvi. n. 1G. s Liv. 1. xxv. n. 32—39. 


Ill 

by his defeat. He was already more than half van¬ 
quished by the desertion of his allies, who all forsook 
him; and left to the Roman generals this important 
instruction; 6 viz. never to let their own forces be ex¬ 
ceeded in number by those of foreigners. He guessed 
that his brother was slain, and his army defeated upon 
seeing such great bodies of the enemy arrive. He 
survived him but a short time, being killed in the en¬ 
gagement. These two great men were equally la¬ 
mented by their citizens and allies; and Spain deeply- 
felt their loss, because of the justice and moderation 
of their conduct. 

These extensive countries seemed now inevitably 
lost; but the valour of L. Marcius, 7 a private officer 
of the equestrian order, preserved them to the Ro¬ 
mans. Shortly after this, the younger Scipio was sent 
thither, who severely revenged the death of his fath¬ 
er and uncle, and restored the affairs of the Romans 
in Spain to their former flourishing condition. 

The Defeat and Death of Asdi'ubal. 

One unforeseen defeat ruined all A. M. 3793. 
the measures, and blasted all the A. Rom. 542. 
hopes of Hannibal with regard to 
Italy. 8 The consuls of this year, which was the 
eleventh of the second Punic war (for l pass over 
several events for brevity’s sake,) were C. Claudius 
Nero, and M. Livius. The latter had, for his pro¬ 
vince, the Cisalpine Gaul, where he was to oppose 
Asdrubal, who, it was reported, was preparing to pass 
the Alps. The former commanded in the country of the 
Brutians, and in Lucania, that is, the opposite extremity 
of Italy, and was there making head against Hannibal. 

The passage of the Alps gave Asdrubal very little 
trouble, because his brother had cleared the way for 
him, and all the nations were disposed to receive 
him. Some time after this, he despatched couriers to 
Hannibal, but they were intercepted. Nero found by 
their letters, that Asdrubal was hastening to join his 
brother in Umbria. In a conjuncture of so important 
a nature as this, when the safety of Rome lay at stake, 
he thought himself at liberty to dispense with the es¬ 
tablished rule 9 of his duty, for the welfare of his 
country. In consequence of this, it was his opinion, 
that such a bold and unexpected blow ought to be 
struck, as might be capable of striking terror into the 
enemy; by marching to join his colleague, in order 
that they might charge Asdrubal unexpectedly with 
their united forces. This design, if the several cir¬ 
cumstances of it were thoroughly examined, should 
not be hastily charged with imprudence. To prevent 
the two brothers from joining their armies, was to 
save the state. Very little would be hazarded, even 
though Hannibal should be informed of the absence 
of the consul. From his army, which consisted of 
42,000 men, he drew out but 7000 for bis own detach¬ 
ment, which indeed were the flower of his troops, but, 
at the same time, a very inconsiderable part or them. 
The rest remained in the camp, which was advan¬ 
tageously situated, and strongly fortified. Now, could 
it be supposed that Hannibal would attack and force 
a strong camp defended by 35,000 men ? 

Nero set out without giving his soldiers the least 
notice of his design. When he had advanced so far 
as that it might be communicated without any danger, 
he told them, that he was leading them to certain 
victory; that, in war, all things depended upon repu¬ 
tation ; that the bare rumour of their arrival would dis¬ 
concert all the measures of the Carthaginians; and 
that the whole honour of this battle would fall to them. 

They marched with extraordinary diligence, and 
joined the other consul in the night, but did not pitch 

• Id quidera eavendum semper Romanis dueibus erit, ex* 
emplaque haec vere pro documents habenda. Ne ila ex 
ternis credant auxiliis, ut non plus eui roboris suarumqua 
proprie virium in castris habeant. Liv. I. xxv. n. 33. 

i He attacked the Carthaginians, who had divided them¬ 
selves info two camps, and were secure, a3 they thought, 
from any immediate attempt of the Romans; killed 37,000 
of them; took 18,000 prisoners, and brought off iinmenso 
plunder. Liv. 1. xxv. n. 39. 
a Polyb. 1. xi. p. G22—025. Liv. 1. xxvii. p. 25, 39, 51. 
s No general was allowed to leave his own province, to 
go into that of another. 
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separate camps, the better to impose upon the enemy. 
The troops which were newly arrived joined those of 
Livius. The army of Porcius the Praetor was en¬ 
camped near that of the consul, and in the morning a 
council of war was held. Livius was of opinion, that 
it would be better to allow the troops some days to 
refresh themselves; but Nero besought him not to 
ruin, by delay, an enterprise to which despatch only 
could give success: and to take advantage of the error 
of the enemy, as well absent as present. This advice 
was complied with, and accordingly the signal for bat¬ 
tle was given. Asdrubal, advancing to nis foremost 
ranks, discovered, by several circumstances, that fresh 
troops were arrived.; and he did not doubt but that 
they belonged to the other consul. This made him 
conjecture that his brother had sustained a considera¬ 
ble loss, and, at the same time, fear, that he was come 
too late to his assistance. 

After making these reflections, he caused a retreat 
to be sounded, and his army began to march in great 
disorder. Night overtaking him, and his guides de¬ 
serting, he was uncertain what way to go. He 
inarched at random, along the banks of the river Me- 
taurus, 1 and was preparing to cross it, when the three 
armies of the enemy came up with him. In this ex¬ 
tremity, he saw it would be impossible for him to avoid 
coming to an engagement; and therefore did every 
thing which could be expected from the presence of 
mina and valour of a great captain. He seized an 
advantageous post, and drew up his forces on a nar¬ 
row spot, which gave him an opportunity of posting 
his left wing (the weakest part of his army) in such a 
manner, that it could neither be attacked in front, nor 
charged in flank; and of givingto his main battle and 
right wing, a greater depth than front. After this hasty 
disposition of his forces, he posted himself in the centre, 
and was the first to march to attack the enemy’s left 
wing; well knowing that all was at stake, and that he 
must either conquer or die. The battle lasted a long 
time, and was obstinate!}* disputed by both parties. 
Asdrubal, especially, signalized himself in this en¬ 
gagement, and added new glory to that he had already 
acquired by a series of shining actions. He led on 
his soldiers trembling and quite dispirited, against an 
enemy superior to them both in numbers and resolu¬ 
tion. He animated them by his words, supported 
them by his example, and, with entreaties and men¬ 
aces, endeavoured to bring back those who fled; till 
at last, seeing that victory declared for the Romans, 
and being unable to survive the loss of so many thou¬ 
sand men, who had quitted their country to follow his 
fortune, he rushed at once into the midst of a Roman 
cohort, and there died in a manner worthy the son 
of Hamilcar, and the brother of Hannibal. 

This was the most bloody battle the Carthaginians 
had fought during this war: and, whether we consider 
the death of the general, or the slaughter made of the 
Carthaginian forces, it may be looked upon as a repri¬ 
sal for the battle of Cannse. The Carthaginians lost 
55,000 men, and 6000 were taken prisoners. The 
Romans lost 8000. These were so weary of killing, 
that some persons telling Livius that he might very 
easily cut to pieces a body of the enemy who were 
flying: It is Jit , says he, that some should survive in 
order that they may carry the netvs of this defeat to 
the Carthaginians. 

Nero set out upon his march, on the very night which 
followed the engagement. Through every place 
where he passed, in his return,shouts of joy and loud 
acclamations welcomed biin, instead of those fears 
and uneasinesses which his coming had occasioned. 
He arrived in his camp the sixth day. Asdrubal’s 
head being thrown into the camp of the Carthagi¬ 
nians; informed Hannibal of his brother’s unhappy 
fate. Hannibal perceived, by this cruel stroke, the 
fortune of Carthage: Jill is or er, says he, 2 1 shall no 

1 Now called Metaro. 

a Horace makes him speak thus, in his beautiful ode where 
tnis defeat is described : 

Carthajrini jam non ego nnntios 

Mitlaui superbos. 'Occidit, occidit 
Spcs cmiiis, ct fortuna tiostri 
Nominis. Asdrubale interempto. Lib. iv. Od. 4. 


longer send triumphant messages to Carthage. In los¬ 
ing Asdrubal , I have lost at once all my hope, all my 
goodfortune . He a fterwards retired to the extremities 
of the country of the Brutians, where he assembled all 
his forces, who found it a very difficult matter to subsist 
there, as no provisions were sent them from Carthage. 
Scipio conquers all Spain. Is appointed Consul and 
sails into Africa. Hannibal is recalled. 

The fate of arms was not more A. M. 3799. 
propitious to the Carthaginians in A. Rom. 543. 
Spain. 3 The prudent vivacity of 
young Scipio had restored the Roman affairs in that 
country to their former flourishing state, as the coura¬ 
geous slowness of Fabius had before done in Italy. 
The three Carthaginian generals in Spain, Asdrubal 
son of Gisgo, Hanno, and Mago, having been defeat¬ 
ed with their numerous armies by the Romans in se¬ 
veral engagements, Scipio at last possessed himself of 
Spain, and subjected it entirely to the Roman power. 
It u as at this time that Masinissa, a very powerful 
African prince went over to the Romans, and Sy- 
phax, on the contrary, to the Carthaginians. 

Scipio, at his return to Rome, was 
declared consul, beingthen thirtyyears A. M. 3800. 
of age. He had P. Licinius Crassus A. Rom. 544. 
for His colleague. Sicily was allotted 
to Scipio, with permission for him to cross into Africa, 
if he round it convenient. He set out with all ima¬ 
ginable expedition for his province; whilst his col¬ 
league was to command in the country whither Han¬ 
nibal was retired. 

The taking of New Carthage, where Scipio had 
displayed all the prudence, the courage, and capacity, 
which could have been expected from the greatest 
generals, and the conquest of all Spain, were more 
than sufficient to immortalize his name: but he had 
considered these only as so many steps by which he 
was to climb to a nobler enterprise: this was the con¬ 
quest of Africa. Accordingly, he crossed over thith¬ 
er, and made it the seat of the war. 

The devastation of the country, the siege of Utica, 
one of the strongest cities of Africa; the entire defeat 
of the two armies under Syphax and Asdrubal, whose 
camp was burnt by Scipio; and afterwards the taking 
Syphax himself prisoner, who was the most powerful 
resource the Carthaginians had left; all these things 
forced them at last to turn their thoughts to peace-. 
For this purpose they deputed thirty of their prinefi 
pal senators, who w r ere selected from that powerful 
body at Carthage, called the council of the hundred. 
Being introduced into the Roman general’s tent, they 
all threw themselves prostrate on the earth, (such was 
the custom of their country,) spoke to him in terms 
of great submission, accusing Hannibal as the author 
of all their calamities, and promising, in the name of 
the senate, an implicit obedience to whatever the Ro¬ 
mans should please to ordain. Scipio answered, that 
though he was come into Africa not for peace, but 
conquest, he would however grant them a peace upon 
condition that they should deliver up all the prisoners 
and deserters to the Romans; that they should recall 
their armies out of Italy and Gaul; should never set 
foot again in Spain; should retire out of all the Is¬ 
lands between Italy and Africa; should deliver up all 
their ships, tw enty excepted, to the victor; should give 
to the Romans 500,000 bushels of wheat, 300,000 of 
barley, and pay 15,000 talents; and that in case they 
w'ere pleased with these conditions, they then, he said, 
might send ambassadors to the senate. The Cartha¬ 
ginians feigned a compliance, but this was only to 
gain time, till Hannibal should be returned. A truce 
was then granted to the Carthaginians, who immedi¬ 
ately sent deputies to Rome, ana at the same time an 
express to Hannibal, to order his return into Africa. 

He was then, as was observed be¬ 
fore, in the extremity of Italy. Here A. M. 3802. 
he received the orders from Car- A. Rom. 546, 
thage, which he could not listen to 
without groans, and almost shedding tears; and was 

3 Folyb. 1. xi. p. G50. &. 1. xiv. p. C77—CF7. Sr 1. xv. p. 
CS0—G94. Liv. 1. xxviii. n. 1-4. 16. 38. 40—46. 1. xxix. n. 
24 — 36. xxx. n. 20 — 28. 
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exasperated almost to madness, to see himself thus 
forced to quit bis prey. Never banished man 1 showed 
so much regret at leaving his native country, as Han¬ 
nibal did in going out of that of an enemy. He often 
turned his eyes wishfully to Italy, accusing gods and 
men of his misfortunes, and calling down a thousand 
curses, says Livy, 2 upon himself for not having 
marched his soldiers directly to Rome, after the bat¬ 
tle of Canna?, whilst they were still reeking with the 
blood of its citizens. 

At Rome, the Senate, greatly dissatisfied with the 
excuses made bythe Carthaginian deputies, in justifi¬ 
cation of their republic, and the ridiculous offer which 
they made in its name, of adhering to the treaty of 
Lutatius; thought proper to refer the decision of the 
whole to Scipio, ivno, being on the spot, could best 
judge what conditions the welfare ofthestate required. 

About the same time, Octavius the praetor sailing 
from Sicily into Africa with 200 vessels of burden, was 
attacked near Carthage by a furious storm, which dis¬ 
persed all his fleet. The citizens not bearing to see 
so rich a prey escape them, demanded importunately 
that the Carthaginian fleet might sail out and seize it. 
The senate, after a faint resistance, complied. As- 
drubal, sailing out of the harbour, seized tne greatest 
part of the Roman ships, and brought them to Car¬ 
thage, although the truce was still subsisting. 

Scipio sent deputies to the Carthaginian senate, to 
complain of this; but they were little regarded. Han¬ 
nibal’s approach had revived their courage, and filled 
them with great hopes. The deputies were even in 
great danger of being ill treated by the populace. 
They therefore demanded a convoy, which was grant¬ 
ed, and accordingly two ships of the republic attended 
them. But the magistrates, who were absolutely 
against peace, and determined to renew the war,gave 
private orders to Asdrubal (who was with the fleet near 
Utica,) to attack the Roman galley when it should ar¬ 
rive in the river Bragada, near the Roman camp, where 
the convoy was ordered to leave them. He obeyed 
the order, and sent out two galleys against the ambas¬ 
sadors, who nevertheless made their escape, but with 
difficulty and danger. 

This was a fresh subject for a war between the two 
nations, who now were more animated, or rather more 
exasperated, one against the other, than ever: the Ro¬ 
mans from a desire of taking vengeance for so black 
a perfidy; and the Carthaginians, from a persuasion 
that they were not now to expect a peace. 

At the same time Lselius and Fulvius, who carried 
the full powers with which the senate and people of 
Rome had invested Scipio, arrived in the camp, accom¬ 
panied bythe deputies of Carthage. As the Cartha¬ 
ginians had not only infringed the truce, but violated 
the law of nations, in the person of the Roman ambas¬ 
sadors ; it might naturally be expected that they should 
order the Carthaginian deputies to be seized by way 
of reprisal. However, Scipio, 3 more attentive to what 
was required bythe Roman generosity, than by the 
perfidy of the Carthaginians, in order not to deviate 
from the principles and maxims of his own country¬ 
men, nor his own character, dismissed the deputies, 
without offering them the least injury. So astonishing 
an instance of moderation, and at such a juncture, ter¬ 
rified the Carthaginians, and even put them to the 
blush; and made Hannibal himself entertain a still 
higher idea of a general, who, to the dishonourable 
practices of his enemies, opposed only a rectitude and 


i Rarb quenquam alium patriam cxilii causa relinquen- 
tem magis mastum abiissc fcrunt, quam Annibalcm hostium 
terra excedentem. Respexisse swpe Italia, littora , et deos ho- 
minesque accusantem , in se quaque ac suum ipsius caput exe- 
cratum. Quod non cruentum ab Cannenei victoria militem 
Romum duxisset. Liv. xxx. n. 20. 

» Livy supposes, however, that lhis delay wa9 a capital 
error in Hannibal, which he himself afterwards regretted. 

3 c ErKOyrcTro ttxq’ ssutC MWiytty/utvo;, ov% outhi Siov 
frxSlTv KxeXK^oviov; «§? ri otov vv 'Puttuiovg. Polyb. 

1. xv. p. 00/3. edit. Cronov. 

Q.uibu3 Scipio. FJsi non induciarum modbfides , sed etiam 
jus gentium in legatis violatum esset; tamen sc nihil nec in¬ 
stitutes populi Romani neesuis moribus indignum in iisfac- 
turum esse. Liv. J. xxx. n. 25. 

Voij. I.— 15 . 
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greatness of soul, that was still more worthy of adnii 
ration than all his military virtues. 

In the mean time, Hannibal being strongly impor¬ 
tuned by his fellow-citizens,advanced forward into the 
country; and arriving at Zaina, which is five days’ 
march from Carthage, he there pitched his camp. He 
thence sent out spies to observe the position of the 
Romans. Scipio having seized these, so far from pun¬ 
ishing them, only commanded them to be led about the 
Roman camp, in order that they might make an exact 
survey of it, and then sent them back to Hannibal. 
Tbe latter knew very well whence so noble an assu¬ 
rance flowed. After the strange reverses he had met 
with, be no longer expected that fortune would again 
be propitious. Whilst every one was exciting him to 
give battle, himself only meditated a peace. He flat¬ 
tered himself that the conditions of it would be more 
honourable, as he was the head of an army, and as the 
fate of arms might still appear uncertain. He there¬ 
fore sent to desire an interview with Scipio, which ac¬ 
cordingly was agreed to, and the time and place fixed. 

The interview between Hannibal and Scipio in Af¬ 
rica, followed by a Battle. 

These two generals, 4 who were not A. M. 3803. 

only the most illustrious of their own A. Rom. 547. 
age, but worthy of being ranked with 
die most renowned princes and warriors that had 
ever lived, having met at the place appointed, conti¬ 
nued for some time in a deep silence, as though they 
were astonished, and struck with a mutual admira¬ 
tion at the sight of each other. At last Hannibal 
spoke, and after having praised Scipio in the most art¬ 
ful and delicate manner, he gave a very lively descrip¬ 
tion of the ravages of the war, and the calamities in 
which it had involved both the victors and the van¬ 
ished. He conjured him not to suffer himself to be 
azzled by the splendour of his victories. He repre¬ 
sented to him, that how successful soever he might nave 
hitherto been, he ought however to be aware of the in¬ 
constancy of fortune; that without goingt'ar back for 
examples, he himself, who was then speaking to him, 
was a glaring proof of this: that Scipio was at that 
time vvhat Hannibal had been at Thrasymenus and 
Cannre; that he ought to make a better use of oppor¬ 
tunity than himself had done,by consenting to a peace, 
now it was in his power to propose the conditions of 
it. He concluded with declaring, that the Carthagi¬ 
nians would willingly resign Sicily, Sardinia, Spain, 
and all the islands between Africa and Italy, to the 
Romans; that they must be forced, since such was 
the will*of the gods, to confine themselves to Africa; 
whilst they should see the Romans extending their 
conquests to the most remote regions, and obliging 
all nations to pay obedience to their laws. 

Scipio answered in few words, but not with less 
dignity. He reproached the Carthaginians for their 
perfidy, in plundering the Roman galleys before the 
truce was expired. He imputed to them alone, and to 
their injustice, all the calamities with which the two 
wars had been attended. After thanking Hannibal 
for the admonition he had given him, with regard to the 
uncertainty of human events, he concluded with desi¬ 
ring him to prepare for battle, unless he chose rather 
to accept of the conditions that had been already pro¬ 
posed; to which (he observed) some others would be 
added, in order to punish the Carthaginians for their 
having violated the truce. 

Hannibal could not prevail with himself to accept 
these conditions, and the generals left one another, 
with the resolution to decide the fate of Carthage by 
a general battle. Each commanderexhortedhis troops 
to fight valiantly. Hannibal enumerated the victories 
he had gained over the Romans, the generals he had 
slain, the armies he had cut to pieces. Scipio repre¬ 
sented to his soldiers, the conquest of both the Spains, 
his successes in Africa, and the confession the enemies 
themselves made of their weakness, by thus coming to 
sue for peace. All this he spoke with the tone and 


* Polyb. 1. xv. p. 694—703. Liv. 1. xxx. n. 29. 35. 
K 2 
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air of a conqueror. 1 * Never were motives more pow¬ 
erful to prompt troops to behave gallantly. This day 
was to complete the glory of the one or the other of 
the generals; and to decide whether Rome or Car¬ 
thage was to prescribe laws to all other nations. 

1 shall not undertake to describe the order of the 
battle, nor the valour of the forces on both sides. The 
reader will naturally suppose, that two such experi¬ 
enced generals did not forget any circumstance wnich 
could contribute to the victory.’ The Carthaginians, 
after a very obstinate fight, were obliged to fly, leaving 
20,000 men on the field of battle, and the like number 
of prisoners were taken by the Romans. Hannibal 
escaped in the tumult, and entering Carthage, owned 
that he was irrecoverably overthrown, and that the 
citizens had no other choice left than to accept of peace 
on any conditions. Scipio bestowed great eulogiums 
on Hannibal, chiefly with regard to his ability in 
taking advantages, his manner of drawing up his 
army, and giving out his orders in the engagement; 
and he affirmed that Hannibal had this day surpassed 
himself, although the success had not answered his 
valour and conduct. 

With regard to himself,he well knewhow to make a 
proper advantage of the victory, and the consternation 
with which he had filled the enemy. He commanded 
one of his lieutenants to march his land army to Car¬ 
thage, whilst himself prepared to conduct the fleet 
thither. 

He was not far from the city when he met a vessel 
covered with streamers and olive branches, bringing 
ten of the most considerable persons of the state, as 
ambassadors to implore his clemency. However, he 
dismissed them without making any answer, and bade 
them come to him at Tunis, where he should halt. 
The deputies of Carthage, thirty in number, came to 
him at the place appointed, and sued for peace in the 
most submissive terms. He then called a council 
there, the majority of which were for razing Carthage, 
and treating the inhabitants w'ith the utmost severity. 
But the consideration of the time which must neces¬ 
sarily be employed before so strongly fortified a city 
could be taken; and Scipio’s fear, lest a successor 
might be appointed him whilst he should be employed 
in the siege, made him incline to clemency. 

A Peace concluded between the Carthaginians, and 

the Romans. The end of the second Punic IVar. 

2 The conditions of the peace dictated by Scipio to 
the Carthaginians were, That the Carthaginians 
should continue free , and preserve their laws, their ter¬ 
ritories , and the cities they possessed in Africa before 
the war—That they should deliver up to the Romans 
all deserters, slaves, and prisoners, belonging to them; 
all their ships , except ten triremes; all the elephants 
ivhich they then had, and that they should not train 
up any more for war—That they should not make war 
out of Africa , nor even in that country, without frst 
obtaining leave for that purpose from the Romonpco- 
ple—Should restore to Masinissa every thing of which 
they had dispossessed either him or his ancestors — 
Shouldfvrnish money and coim to the Roman auxili¬ 
aries, till their ambassadors should be returned from, 
Rome—Should pay to the Romans 10,000 Euboic tal¬ 
ents 3 of silver in ffty annual payments: and give 100 
hostages, toho should be nominated by Scipio. And 
in order that they might have time to send to Rome, 
he agreed to grant them a truce, upon condition that 


* Celsus lirec corpore, vultuque ita laeto, ut vicisse jam 
crederes, dicebat. Liv. I. xxx. n. 32. 

a PoH b. 1. xv. 704—707. Liv. 1. xxx. n. 36. 44. 

3 Ten thousand Attic taientR make 30,000,000 French mo¬ 
ney. Ten thousand Euboic talents make something more 
than 28,033,000 livres; because, uccording to Budams, the 
Bubolc talent is equivalent to but fifty-six-mime and some¬ 
thing more, whereas the Attic talent is worth sixty mince; 
or otherwise thus calculated in English money: 

According to Budseus, the Euboic talent is * 56 Minas 

56 Minae reduced to English money - - - - 175/. 
Consequently, 30,000 Euboic talents make 1,750,000 J. 

So that the Carthaginians paid annually 35,000/. 
This calculation is as near the truth as it can well be 
brought ; the Euboic talent being something more than 56 
mime. 


they should restore the ships taken during the for¬ 
mer, without which they were not to expect either a 
truce or peace. 

When the deputies were returned to Carthage, 
they laid before the senate the conditions dictated by 
Scipio. But they appeared so intolerable to Gisgo, 
that rising up,he made a speech, in order to dissuade 
his citizens from accepting a peace on such shameful 
terms. Hannibal, provoked at the calmness with 
which such an orator was heard, took Gisgo by the 
arm, and dragged him from his seat. A behaviour so 
outrageous, and so remote from the manners of a free 
city like Carthage, raised a universal murmur. Han¬ 
nibal himself was vexed when he reflected on what 
he had done, and immediately made an apology for it. 
As I lift, says he, your city at nine years of age, and 
did not return to it till after thirty-six years * absence , 
I hadfull leisure to learn the arts of war, and fatter 
myself that 1 have made some improvement in them . 
As for your laws and customs, it is no wonder I am, 
ignorant of them, and I therefore desire you to in¬ 
struct me in them. He then expatiated on the indis¬ 
pensable necessity they were under of concluding a 
peace. He added that they ought to thank the gods 
lor having prompted the Romans to grant them a 
peace even on these conditions. He pointed out to 
them the great importance of their uniting in opinion; 
and of not givingan opportunity, by their divisions, for 
the people to take an affair of this nature under their 
cognizance. The whole city came over to his opinion; 
and accordingly the peace was accepted. The senate 
made Scipio satisfaction with regard to the ships re¬ 
claimed by him; and after obtaining a truce for three 
months, they sent ambassadors to Rome. 

These Carthaginians, who were all venerable for 
their years and dignity, were admitted immediately to 
an audience. Asdrubal, surnamed Hocdus, who was 
still an irreconcilable enemy to Hannibal and his fac¬ 
tion, spoke first; and after having excused, to the best 
of his power, the people of Carthage, bv imputing the 
rupture to the ambition of some particular persons, he 
added,that, had the Carthaginians listened to his coun¬ 
sels and those of Hanno, tney would have been able 
to grant the Romans the peace for w'hich they now 
were obliged to sue. But, 4 continued he, wisdom and 
prosperity are rarely found together. The Romans 
are invincible, because they never suffer themselves to 
be blinded by good fortune. Audit would be surpri¬ 
sing should th ey act oth erwise. Success dazzles those 
only to ivhomit is new andunusual; whereas the Ro¬ 
mans are so much accustomed to conquer, that they 
arc almost insensible to the charms of victory; audit 
may be said to their glory, that they have extended 
their empire in some measure , more by the humanity 
they have shown to the conquered, than by the conquest 
itself The other ambassadors spoke with a more 
plaintive tone of voice, and represented the calami¬ 
tous state to w r hich Carthage wasgoing to be reduced, 
and the grandeur and power from which it was fallen. 

The senate and people being equally inclined to 
peace, sent full power to Scipio to conclude it; left the 
conditions to that general,and permitted him to march 
back his army, after the treaty should be concluded. 

The ambassadors desired leave to enter the city, to 
redeem someof their prisoners, and they found about 
200 whom they desired to ransom. But the senate sent 
them to Scipio, with orders that they should be restor¬ 
ed without any pecuniary consideration, in case a 
peace should be concluded. 

The Carthaginians, on the return of their ambassa¬ 
dors, concluded a peace with Scipio on the terms he 
himself had prescribed. They then delivered up to 
him more than 500 ships, all which he burnt in sight 
of Carthage; a lamentable spectacle to the inhabitants 
of that ill-fated city. He struck off the heads of the 


4 Raro simul hominibus bonam fortunam bonamque men* 
tem dari Populum. Romanum eo invictum esse quod in se- 
cundis rebus sapere et cnnfiulcre memincret. Et herein 
mirandum fuisse si aliter faeerent. Ex insolenlia, quibus 
nova bona fortuna sit, iropotentes laetitiee insanire: populo 
Romano usitata ac prope obsoleta ex victorii gaiidia esse : 
ac plus pene parcendo victis, qu5m vincendo,imperium aux* 
isse. Liv. 1. xxx. n. 42. 
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allies of the Latin name, and hanged all the Roman 
citizens who were surrendered up to him, as deserters. 

When the time for the first payment of the first 
tribute imposed by the treaty was expired, as the funds 
of the government were exhausted by this long and 
expensive war; the difficulty of levying so great a sum, 
threw the senate into deep affliction, and many could 
not refrain even from tears. Hannibal on this occasion 
is said to have laughed; and when he was reproached 
by Asdrubal Hoed us, for thus insulting his country 
in the affliction which he had brought upon it, Were 
it possible , says Hannibal, for my heart to be seen , and 
that as clearly as my countenance; yon would thenfind 
that this laughter which ojfends so much/lows not from 
an intemperate joy, butfrom a mind almost distracted 
with the public calamities. But is this laughter more 
unseasonable thanyourunbecoming tears? Then , then 
ought you to have wept, ivhcn your arms were inglori- 
ously takenfrom you, your ships burnt , and you were 
forbidden to engage in anyforeignwars This was the 
mortal blow which laid us prostrate. JPe are sensible of 
public calamity sofa r only as we have apersonalconcern 
in it; and the loss ofour money gives us the most pun¬ 
gent sorroiv. Hence it tvas , that when our city was made 
the spoil of the victor; whenit was left disarmed and de¬ 
fenceless amidst so many powerful nations of Africa, 
who had at that time taken the field, not a groan, not a 
sigh , teas heard. But now, when you are called on to 
contribute individually to the tax imposed upon the 
state, you bewail and lament as if allwcre lost. Alas! 
I only wish that the subject of this day's grief may not 
soon appear to you the least of your misfortunes. 

Scipio, after all things were concluded, embarked in 
order to return to Italy. He arrived at Rome, through 
crowds of people, whom curiosity had drawn together 
to behold nis march. The most magnificent triumph 
that Rome had ever seen was decreed him, and the 
surname of Africanus was bestowed upon this great 
man ; an honour till then unknown, no person before 
him having assumed the name of 

A. M. 3304. a vanquished nation. Such was 
A. Carth. 646. the conclusion of the second Punic 
A. Rom. 543. war, after having lasted seventeen 
Ant. J, C. 200. years. 

A short Refection on the Government of Carthage in 
the Time of the second Punic War. 

I shall conclude the particulars which relate to the 
second Punic war, with a reflection of Polybius, 1 which 
will show the difference between the two common¬ 
wealths of Rome and Carthage. It may be affirmed, 
in some measure, that at the beginning of the second 
Punic war, and in Hannibal’s time, Carthage was in 
its decline. The flower of its youth, and its sprightly 
vigour, were already diminished. It had begun to fall 
from its exalted pitch of power, and was inclining 
towards its ruin ; whereas* * Rome was then, as it were, 
in its bloom and prime of life, and swiftly advancing 
to the conquest ot the universe. 

The reason of the declension of the one, and the 
rise of the other, is deduced, by Polybius, from the 
different form of government established in these 
commonwealths, at the time we are now speaking of. 
At Carthage, the common people had seized upon 
the sovereign authority with regard to public affairs, 
and the advice of their ancient men or magistrates was 
no longer listened to ; all affairs were transacted by 
intrigue and cabal. To take no notice of the artifices, 
whicn the faction adverse to Hannibal employed, dur¬ 
ing the whole time of his command, to perplex him ; 
the single instance of burning the Roman vessels 
during a truce, a perfidious action to which the com¬ 
mon people compelled the senate to lend their name 
and assistance, is a proof of Polybius’s assertion. On 
the contrary, at this very time, the Romans paid the 
highest regard to their senate, that is, to a body com¬ 
posed of the greatest sages ; and their old men were 
listened to and revered as oracles. It is well known 
that the Roman people were exceedingly jealous of 
their authority, and especially in whatever related to 
the election of magistrates. A century of young men, 2 


t Lib. vi. 493, 494. 


» Liv. 1. xxiv. n. 8, 9. 
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who by lot were to give the first vote, which generally 
directed all the rest, had nominated two consuls. On 
the bare remonstrance of Fabius, 3 who represented to 
the people,^ that in a tempest, like that with which 
Rome was then struggling, the ablest pilots ought to 
be chosen to steer the vessel of the state ; the century 
returned to their suffrages, and nominated other con¬ 
suls. Polybius infers, that a people, thus guided by 
the prudence of old men, could not fail of prevailing 
over a state which was governed wholly by the giddy 
multitude, And indeed, the Romans, under the 
guidance of the wise counsels of their senate, gained 
at last the superiority with regard to the war consi¬ 
dered in general, though they were defeated in several 
particular engagements j and established their power 
and grandeur on the ruin of their rivals. 

The Intervalb etweenthe second and third Punic Wars. 

This interval, though considerable enough with 
regard to its duration, since it took up above fifty years, 
is very little remarkable as to the events which relate 
to Carthage. They may be reduced to two heads ; of 
which the one relates to the person of Hannibal, and 
the other to some particular differences between the 
Carthaginians and Masinissa king of the Numidians. 
We shall treat both separately, but at no great 
length. 

SECTION I.— CONTINUATION OF THE HISTORY OF 
HANNIBAL. 

When the second Punic war was ended, by the 
treaty of peace concluded with Scipio, Hannibal, as 
he himself observed in the Carthaginian senate, was 
forty-five years of age. What we have further to 
say of this great man, includes the space of twenty- 
five years. 

Hannibal undertakes and completes the Reformation 
of ihe Courts of Justice, and the Treasury of Car¬ 
thage. 

After the conclusion of the peace, Hannibal, at least 
at first, was greatly respected at Carthage, where he 
filled the first employments of the state with honour 
and applause. He headed the Carthaginian forces in 
some wars against the Africans : 4 but the Romans, 
to whom the very name of Hannibal gave uneasiness, 
not being able to see him in arms without displeasore, 
made complaints on that account, and accordingly he 
■was recalled to Carthage. 

On his return he was appointed praetor, wfflich 
seems to have been a very considerable employment, 
and to have conferred great authority. Carthage is 
therefore going to be, with regard to him, a new thea¬ 
tre, as it were, on which he will display virtues and 
qualities of a quite different nature from those we have 
hitherto admired in him, and which will finish the 
picture of this illustrious man. 

Eagerly desirous of restoring the affairs of his af 
flicted country to their former happ}' condition, he was 
persuaded that the two most powerful methods to 
make a state flourish, were, an exact and equal distri¬ 
bution of justice to all its subjects in general, and a 
scrupulous fidelity in the management of the public 
finances. The former, by preserving an equality 
among the citizens, and making them enjoy such a 
delightful, undisturbed liberty, underthe protection of 
the laws, as fully secures their honour, their lives, and 
properties ; unites the individuals of the common¬ 
wealth more closely together, and attaches them more 
firmly to the state, to which they owe the preservation 
of all that is most dear and valuable to them. The 
latter, by a faithful administration of the public reve¬ 
nues, supplies punctually the several wants and 
necessities of the state ; keeps in reserve a never-fail¬ 
ing resource for sudden emergencies, and prevents the 

s Q,uilihet nautarum rectorumque tranquillo mari guber- 
nare potest: Ubi sseva orta tempestas est, ae turbato irmri 
rapitur vento navis, turn viro et gubernatore opus est. Non 
tranquillo navignmus, sed jam aliquot proceliis submersi 
penu sumus. Itaque quis ad gubernacula sedeat, eunuoa 
cura providendum ac prsecavendum nobis est 

* Corn. Nep. in Amiib. c. 7. 
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people from being burdened with new taxes, which 
are rendered necessary by extravagant profusion, and 
which chiefly contribute to make men harbour an 
aversion for the government. # . 

Hannibal saw, with great concern, the irregularities 
which had crept equally into the administration of 
iustice, and the management of the finances. Upon 
his being nominated praetor, as his love for regularity 
and order made him uneasy at every deviation trom it, 
and prompted him to use‘his utmost endeavours to 
restore it ; he had the courage to attempt the reforma¬ 
tion of this double abuse, which drew after it a num¬ 
berless multitude of others, without dreading either the 
animosity of the old faction that opposed him, or the 
new enmity which his zeal for the republic must ne¬ 
cessarily draw upon him. 

The judges exercised the most flagrant extortion 
with impunity. 1 They were so many petty tyrants, 
who disposed, in an arbitrary manner, of the lives and 
fortunes of the citizens ; without there being the least 
possibility of putting a stop to their injustice, because 
they held their commissions for lile, and mutually 
supported one another. Hannibal, as pra?tor, sum¬ 
moned before his tribunal an officer belonging to the 
bench of judges, who openly abused his power. Livy 
tells us that he was a questor. This officer, who was 
of the opposite faction to Hannibal, and had already 
assumed all the haughtiness and pride of the judges, 
among whom he was to be admitted at the expiration 
of his* * * present office, insolently refused to obey the 
summons. Hannibal was not of a disposition to suffer 
an affront of this nature tamely. Accordingly he 
caused him to be seized by a lictor, and brought him 
before an assembly of the people. There, not satisfied 
with directing his’ resentment against this single offi¬ 
cer, he impeached the whole bench of judges ; whose 
insupportable and tyrannical pride was not restrained 
either by the fear of the laws, or a reverence for the 
magistrates. And, as Hannibal perceived that he was 
heard with pleasure, and that the lowest and most in¬ 
considerable of the people discovered, on this occasion, 
that they were no longer able to bear the insolent pride 
of these judges who seemed to have a design upon their 
liberties ; he proposed a law (which accordingly pass¬ 
ed), by which it was enacted, that new judges should 
be chosen annually ; w ith a clause, that none should 
continue in office beyond that terra. The law, at the 
same time that it acquired him the friendship and 
esteem of the people, drew upon him, proportionably, 
the hatred of the greatest part of the grandees and 
nobility. 

He attempted another reformation, 2 which created 
him new enemies, but gained him great honour. The 
public revenues were either squandered away by the 
negligence of those who had the management of them, 
or°were plundered by the chief men of the city, and 
the magistrates ; so that money being wanting to pay 
the annual tribute due to the Romans, the Carthagi¬ 
nians were going to levy it upon the people in general. 
Hannibal, entering into a long detail of the public 
revenues, ordered an exact estimate to be laid before 
him ; inquired in what manner they had been applied ; 
the employments and ordinary expenses of the state ; 
and having discovered, by this inquiry, that the public 
funds had been in a great measure embezzled, by the 
fraud of the officers who had the management of 
them ; he declared, and promised, in a full assembly 
of the people, that without laying any new taxes upon 
private men, the republic should hereafter be enabled 
to pay the tribute to the Romans ; and he was as good 
as his word. The farmers of the revenues, whose 
plunder and rapine he had publicly detected, having 
accustomed themselves hitherto to fatten upon the 
spoils of their country, exclaimed vehemently against 
these regulations, 3 * as if their own property had been 
forced out of their hands, and not the sums they had 
plundered from the public. 


* Liv. 1. xxxiii. n. 46. 9 Liv. l.xxiii. n. 46, 47. 

• Turn vero isti, quos paverat per aliquot annos publicus 
peculates, velut bonis ereptis, non furto eururn manibus 
extorto, infensi et irati, Romanos in Annibalera, et ipsos 
causam odii quaerentes, iustigabant. Liv. 


The Retreat , and Death of Hannibal. 

4 This double reformation of abuses raised great 
clamours against Hannibal. His enemies were writing 
incessantly to the chief men, or their friends, at Rome, 
to inform them, that he was carrying on a secret in¬ 
telligence with Antiochus, king of Syria; that he 
frequently received couriers from him; and that this 
prince had privately despatched agents to Hannibal, 
to concert with him the measures tor carrying on the 
war he was meditating: that as some animals are so 
extremely fierce, that it is impossible ever to tame 
them; in like manner this man was of so turbulent 
and implacable a spirit, that he could not brook ease, 
and therefore, would, sooner or later,break out again. 
These informations were listened to at Rome: and as 
the transactions of the preceding war had been begun 
and carried on almost solely by Hannibal, they ap¬ 
peared the more probable. However, Scipio, strongly- 
opposed the violent measures which the senate were 
going to take on their receiving this intelligence, by 
representing it as derogatory to the dignity of the Ro¬ 
man people, to countenance the hatred and accusa¬ 
tions of Hannibal’s enemies; to support, with their 
authority, their unjust passions; and obstinately to 
persecute him even in the very heart of his country; 
as though the Romans had not humbled him suffi¬ 
ciently, in driving him out of the field, and forcing 
him to lay down his arms. 

But notwithstanding these prudent remonstrances, 
the senate appointed three commissioners to go and 
make their complaints to Carthage, and to demand 
that Hannibal should be delivered up to them. On 
their arrival in that city, though other motives were 
speciously pretended, yet Hannibal was perfectly 
sensible that himself only was aimed at. The eve¬ 
ning being come, he conveyed himself on board a 
ship which he had secretly provided for that purpose: 
on which occasion he bewailed his country’s late more 
than his own. Scepius pairice quam suorum 5 eventvs 
miseralus. This was the eighth year after the con¬ 
clusion of the peace. The first place he landed at 
was Tyre, where he was received as in his second 
country, and had all the honors paid him which were 
due to his exalted merit. 

After staying some days here, he 
set out for Antioch, which the kin^ A. M. 3312. 
had latelv left, and from thence waited A. Rom. 556. 
upon him at Ephesus. The arrival 
of so renowned a general gave great pleasure to the 
king; and did not a little contribute to determine him 
to engage in war against Rome; for hitherto he had 
appeared wavering and uncertain on that head. In 
this city a philosopher, 6 * who was looked upon as the 
greatest orator of Asia, had the imprudence to make 
a long harangue before Hannibal, on the duties of a 
general, and the rules of the art-military. The speech 
charmed the whole audience. But Hannibal being 
asked his opinion of it, I have seen , says he, many old 
dotards in my life , but this exceeds them allJ 

The Carthaginians, justly fearing that Hannibal’s 
escape would certainly draw upon them the arms of 
the Romans, sent them advice that Hannibal was 
withdrawn to Antiochus. 8 The Romans were very 
much disturbed at this news; and the king might 


* Liv. 1. xxiii. n. 45—49. 
s It is probable that we should read suos. 
o Cic. de Orat. 1. ii. n. 75, 76. 

i Ilic Pxiius libere respondisse ferlur , mult s se deliros 
senes sxpe vidisse: Sed qui magis quam Phormio deliraret 
vidisse neminem. Stobasus , Serin, lii. gives the following 
account of this matter: ’AwIjSas Kjcoutraj ^TajTxoS Ttvof 

e 7 ri%ti$ovvTO$ l o t< 5 o*oq:bf fx^vug <tt§ x-rqyog t<rriv, c-yi\x<rt t 
vOftt£i)v xSi ivxtov iivxi ixTog rijf Si *gyu>v tyiv ip 

TouTOjf £x-ta"Ty l /uqv "%nv. i. e. Hannibal hearing a Stoic 

philosopher undertake to prove that the wise man was the 

only general, laughed, as thinking it impossible for a man 

to have any skill in war without having long practised it. 

» They did more, for they sent two ships to pursue Han¬ 

nibal, and bring him back ; they sold off his goods, razed 

his house; and, by a public decree, declared him an exile. 
Such was the gratitude the Carthaginians showed to the 
greatest general they ever bad. Corn. Jfep. in vita. Ham 
nib. c. 7. 
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have turned it extremely to his advantage, had he 
known how to make a proper use of it. 

The first advice that Hannibal gave him at this 
time, 1 and which he frequently repeated afterwards, 
was, to make Italy the seat of the war. He required 
100 ships, eleven or 12,000 land forces,and offered to 
take upon himself the command of the Ileet; to cross 
into Africa, in order to engage the Carthaginians in 
the war, and afterwards to make a descent upon Italy: 
during which the king himself should remain in Greece 
with his army, holding himself constantly in readiness 
to crossover into Italy, whenever it should be thought 
convenient. This was the only thing proper to be done, 
and the king very much approved the proposal at first. 

Hannibal thought it would be expedient to prepare 
his friends at Carthage, 2 in order to engage them the 
more strongly in his views. The transmitting of in¬ 
formation by letters, is not only unsafe, but they can 
give only an imperfect idea of things, and are never 
sufficiently particular. He therefore despatched a 
trusty person with ample instructions to Carthage. 
This man was scarce arrived in the city, but his busi¬ 
ness was suspected. Accordingly, he was watched 
and followed: and, at last, orders were issued for his 
being seized. However, he prevented the vigilance 
of his enemies, and escaped inthe night; afternaving 
fixed, in several public places, papers which fully de¬ 
clared the occasion of his journey. The senate im¬ 
mediately sent advice of this to the Romans. 

Villius, 3 one of the deputies who had 

A. 3M. 3813. been sent into Asia, to inquire into 
A. Rom. 557. the state of affairs there, and, if pos¬ 
sible, to discover the real designs of 
Antiochus, found Hannibal in Ephesus. He had 
many conferences with him, paid him several visits, 
and speciously affected to show a particular esteem 
for him on all occasions. But his chief aim, by all 
this designing behaviour, was to make him be suspect¬ 
ed, and to lessen his credit with the king, in which 
he succeeded but too well. 4 * 

5 Some authors affirm, that Scipio was joined in 
this embassy; and they even relate the conversation 
which that general had with Hannibal. They tell us, 
that the Roman having asked him, who, in his opinion, 
was the greatest captain that had ever lived; ne an¬ 
swered, Alexander the Great,because, with a handful 
of Macedonians, he had defeated numberless armies, 
and carried his conquests into countries so very re¬ 
mote, that it seemed scarce possible for any man only 
to travel so far. Being afterwards asked, to whom he 
gave the second rank; he answered, To Pyrrhus, be¬ 
cause this king wa3 the first who understood the art 
of pitching a camp to advantage; no commander ever 
made a more judicious choice of his posts, was better 
skilled in drawing up his forces, or was more dexter¬ 
ous in winning the affections of foreign soldiers; in¬ 
somuch that even the people of Italy were more 
desirous to have him for their governor, though a 
foreigner, than the Romans themselves, who had so 
long been settled id their country. Scipio proceeding, 
asked him next, whom he looked upon as the third: 
on which Hannibal made no scruple to assign that 
rank to himself. Here Scipio could not forbear laugh¬ 
ing: But what would you have said, continued Scipio, 
had you conquered me?—I would, replied Hannibal, 
have ranked myself above Alexander, Pyrrhus , and all 
the generals the world ever produced. Scipio was not 
insensible of so refined and delicate a flattery, which 
he no ways expected; and which, by giving him no 
rival, seemed to insinuate, that no captain was worthy 
of being put in comparison with him. 


i Liv. 1. xxxiv. n. 60. a Ibid. n. 61. 

s Lir. xxxv. n. 14. Polvb. l.iii. p. 166, 167. 

• Polybius represents this application of Villius to Hanni¬ 

bal, as a premeditated design, in order to render him sus¬ 

pected to Antiochus, because of his intimacy with a Ro¬ 

man. Livy owns, that the affair succeeded as if it had 

been designed ; but, at the same lime, he gives, for a very 

obvious reason, another turn to this conversation, and says, 

that no more was intended by it, than to sound Hannibal, 
and to remove any fears or apprehensions he might be under 
from rlie Romans. 

* Liv. 1. xxxv. n. 14. Plutarch in vita Flatnin. 


The answer, as told by Plutarch, 6 * is less witty, and 
not so probable. In this author, Hannibal gives 
Pyrrhus the first place, Scipio the second, and him¬ 
self the third. 

7 Hannibal, sensible of the coldness with which 
Antiochus received him, ever since his conferences 
with Villius or Scipio, took no notice of it for some 
time, and seemed insensible of it. But at last he 
thought it advisable to come to an explanation with 
the king, and to open his mind freely to him. The 
hatred , says he, which Ibcar to th e Romans, is known to 
the whole world. I bound myself to it by an oath from 
my most tender infancy. It is this haired that made me 
draw the sword against Rome during thirty-six years. 
It is that , which , evenin times of peace, has causedme to 
be driven from my native country, andforcedme to seek 
an asylum in your dominions. For ever guided andfir¬ 
ed by the same passion, shotdd my hopes be frustrated 
here, I willJly to every part of the globe, and rouse up 
all nations against the Romans. I hate them, and will 
hale them eternally; and know that they bear me no less 
anim osity. So long as you shall continue in the resolu¬ 
tion to take up arms against them, you may rank Han¬ 
nibal in the number of your bestfriends. But if other 
counsels incline you to peace, I declare to you once for 
all, address yourself to others for advice, and not to 
me. Such a speech, which came from his heart, and 
expressed the greatest sincerity, struck the king, and 
seemed to remove all his suspicions; so that he now 
resolved to give Hannibal the command of part of his 
fleet. 

But what havoc is not flattery capable of making in 
courts and inthe minds of princes! 8 Antiochus was 
told, that it teas imprudent in him to put so much confi¬ 
dence in Hannibal , an exile, a Carthaginian, ivhose 
fortune or genius might suggest to him, in one day, a 
thousand different projects: that besides, this very 
fame which Hannibal had acquired in war, and 
which he considered as his peculiar inheritance, was 
too great for a man whofought only under the ensigns 
of another; that none but the king ought to be the gen¬ 
eral and conductor of the war ; and that it teas incum¬ 
bent on him to draw upon himself alone the eyes and 
attention of all men; whereas , should Hannibal be 
employed, he ( aforeigner ) would have the glory of all 
the successes ascribed to him . — JVo minds, says Li¬ 
vy, 9 on this occasion, are more susceptible of envy, 
than those whose merit is below their birth and digni¬ 
ty ; such persons always abhorring virtue and worth 
in others, for this reason alone, because they are 
strange and foreign to themselves. This observation 
was fully verified on this occasion. Antiochus had 
been taken on his weak side; a low and sordid 
jealousy, which is the defect and characteristic of 
little minds, extinguished every generous sentiment 
in that monarch. Hannibal was now slighted and laid 
aside: however, he was greatly revenged on Antio¬ 
chus, bv the ill success this prince met with; and 
showed how unfortunate that king is whose soul is 
accessible to envy, and his ears open to the poisonous 
insinuation of flatterers. 

In a council held some time after, 10 to which Hanni¬ 
bal, for form’s sake, was admitted, he, when it came 
to his turn to speak, endeavoured chiefly to prove, 
that Philip of Macedon ought, on any terijis, to be 
engaged to form an alliance with Antioehus, which 
was not so difficult as might be imagined. JVith re¬ 
gard, says Hannibal, to the operations of the war, I 
adhere immovably to my first opinion; and had my 
counsels been listened to before, Tuscany and Liguria 
would now be all in a fame; and Hannibal ( a name 
that strikes terror into the Romans ) in Italy. Though 
I should not be very well skilled as to other matters, 
yet the good and ill success I have met with must 
necessarily have taught me sufficiently how to carry 
on a war against the Romans. I have nothing now 


e Plut. in Pyrrho, p. 6S7. 1 Liv. lib. xxxv. n. 19. 

8 Liv. 1. xxxv. n. 41, 43. 

a Nulla ingenia lam prona ad invidiam $unt } quameoruin 
qui genus ac fortunam suam animis non sequant: Quia 
virtutem ct bonum alienum oderunt. 
io Liv. 1. xxxvi. n. 7. 
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in my power, but to give you my counsel, and offer 
you my service. May the gods give success to all 
your undertakings! Hannibal’s speech was received 
with applause, but not one of his counsels was put in 
execution. 

Antiochus, imposed upon and lulled asleep by his 
flatterers, remained quiet at Fphesus, after the Romans 
had driven him out of Greece ;• not once imagining 
that they would ever invade his dominions. Hanni¬ 
bal, who was now restored to favour, was for ever 
assuring him, that the war would soon be removed 
into Asia, and that he would soon see the enemy at 
his gates : that he must resolve, either to abdicate his 
throne, or oppose vigorously a people who grasped 
at the empire of the world. This discourse awakened, 
in some little measure, the king out of his lethargy, 
and prompted him to make seme weak efforts. But, 
as his conduct was unsteady, after sustaining a great 
many considerable losses, lie was forced to terminate 
the war by an ignominious peace : one of the articles 
of which was, that he should deliver up Hannibal to 
the Romans. However, the latter did not give him 
opportunity to put it in execution, but retired to the 
island of Crete, to consider there what course it would 
be best for him to take. 

The riches he had brought along with him, of which 
the people of the island got some notice, had like 
to have proved his ruin. * 2 Hannibal was never want- 
ingin stratagems, and he had occasion to employ them 
now, to save both himself and his treasure. He filled 
several vessels with molten lead, the tops of which he 
just covered over with gold and silver. These he de¬ 
posited in the temple of Diana, in presence of several 
Cretans, to whose honesty,he said, he confided all his 
treasure. A strong guard was then posted round the 
temple and Hannibal left at full liberty, from a suppo¬ 
sition that his riches were secured. But he had con¬ 
cealed them in hollow statues of brass, 3 4 which he al¬ 
ways carried along with him. And 

A. M.3820. then, embracing a favourable oppor- 
A. Rom. 564. tunity to make his escape, he fled to 
the court of rrusias,kingof Bithynia A 

It appears from history that he made some stay in 
the court of this prince, who soon engaged in war with 
F.umenes king of Pergamus, a professed friend to the 
Romans. By means of Hannibal, the troops of Pru- 
sias gained several victories both by land and sea. 

He employed a stratagem of an extraordinary kind 
in a sea-fight. 5 As the enemy’s fleet consisted of more 
ships than his, he had recourse to artifice. He put into 
earthen vessels all kinds ofserpents,and ordered these 
vessels to be thrown into the enemy’s ships. His chief 
aim was to destroy Eumenes; and for that purpose it 
was necessary for him to find out what ship he was on 
hoard of. This Hannibal discovered by sending out 
a boat, upon pretence of conveying a letter to him. 
Having gained his point thus far, he ordered the com¬ 
manders of the respective vessels to direct their attack 
principally against Eumenes’s ship. They obeyed, 
and would have taken it, had he not outsailed his pur¬ 
suers. The rest of the ships of Pergamus sustained 
the fight with great vigour, till the earthen vessels had 
been thrown iuto them. At first they only laughed at 
this, and were very much surprised to find suen wea¬ 
pons employed against them. But when they saw 
themselves surrounded with the serpents, which darted 
out of these vessels when they flew to pieces, they were 
seized with dread, retired in disorder, and yielded the 
victory to the enemy. 

Services of so important a nature 

A.M. 3822. seemed to secure for ever to Hannibal 
A. Rom. 566. an undisturbed asylum at that prince’s 
court. 6 However, the Romans would 
not suffer him to be easy there, but deputed Q. Fla- 
miniusto Prusias, to complain of the protection he gave 
Hannibal. The latter easily guessed the motive of 

* Liv. 1. xxxvi. n. 41. 

s Cornel. Nep. in Annib. e. 9, 10. Justin. 1. xxxii. e. 4. 

8 These statues were thrown out by him, in a place of 
public resort, as things of little value. Corn. A'cp. 

4 Cornel, Nep. in Annib. e. 10, 11. Justin. 1. xxxii. c. 4. 

! Justin. 1. xxxii. e. 4. Cornel. Nep. in vit. Annib. 

c Liv. 1. Axxix. n. 51. 


this embassy, and therefore did not wait till his ene¬ 
mies had an opportunity of delivering him up. At first 
he attempted to secure himself by flight; but perceiv¬ 
ing that the seven secret outlets, which he had contriv¬ 
ed in his palace, were all seized by the soldiers of Pru¬ 
sias, who, by perfidiously betraying his guest, was de¬ 
sirous of making his court to the Romans; he ordered 
the poison, which he had long kept for this melancholy 
occasion, to be brought him; and taking it in his hand, 
Lei us, says he, f ree the Romans from the disquiet 
with ivhich they have so long been tortured, since they 
have not patience to wait for an old man's death . The 
victory which Flaminius gains over a man disarmed 
and betrayed , will no t do him much honour. This 
single day will be a lasting testimony of the great de¬ 
generacy ef the Romans. Tluir fathers sent notice 
to Pyrrhus, to desire he would beware of a traitor ivho 
intended to poison him, and that at a time when this 
prince was at tear with them in the very centre of It¬ 
aly; but their sons have deputed a person of consular 
dignity to spirit up Prusias, impiously to murder one 
who is not only hisfriend but his guest. After calling 
down curses upon Prusias, and having invoked the 
gods, the protectors and avengers of the sacred rights 
of hospitality, he swallowed tne poison, 7 and died at 
seventy years of age. 

This year was remarkable for the death of three 
great men, Hannibal, Philopoemen, and Scipio, wbo 
had this in common, that they all died out of their na¬ 
tive countries, by a death little correspondent to the 
glory of their actions. The two first died bv poison: 
Hannibal being betrayed by his host; and Philopoemen 
being taken prisoner in a battle against the Messeni- 
ans, and thrown into ^dungeon, was forced to swallow 
poison. As to Scipio,he banished himself, to avoid an 
unjust prosecution w hich was carried on against him 
at Rome, and ended his days in a kind of obscurity. 

Hie Character and Eulogium of Hannibal . 

This would be the proper place for representing the 
excellent qualities of Hannibal, who reflected so much 
glory on Carthage. But as I have attempted to draw 
his character clsewherc, 8 and to give a just idea of him, 
by making a comparison between him and Scipio, I 
think myself dispensed from giving his eulogium at 
large in this place. 

Persons who devote themselves to the profession of 
arms, cannot spend too much time in the study of this 
great man, who is looked upon, by the best judges, as 
the most complete general, in almost every respect, 
that ever the world produced. 

During the whole seventeen years that the war last¬ 
ed, two errors only are objected to him: First, his not 
marching, immediately after the battle of Cannae, his 
victorious army to Rome, in order to besiege that city: 
Secondly, his suffering their courage to be softened 
and enervated, during their wiDter-quarters in Capua: 
errors, which only show that great men are not so in 
all things; sumnii enim sunt, homines iamenff and 
which, perhaps, may be partly excused. 

But then, for these two errors, what a multitude of 
shining qualities appears in Hannibal! How exten¬ 
sive were his views and designs, even in his most ten¬ 
der years! What greatness of soul! What intrepidity! 
What presence of mind must he have possessed, to be 
able, even in the fire and heat of action, to turn every 
thing to advantage! With what surprising address 
must he have managed the minds of men, that, amidst 
so great a variety of nations which composed his army, 
who often were in want both of money and provisions, 
his camp was not once disturbed with any insurrec¬ 
tion, either against himself or any of his generals! 


f Plutarch, according to his custom, assigns him three 
different deaths. Some, says he, relale, that having wrap¬ 
ped his eloak about his neck, he ordered his servant to fix 
his knees against his buttoeks, and not to leave twisting till 
be had strangled him. Others say, that, in imitation of 
Themistncles and Midas, he drank bull’s blond. Livy tell# 
us, that Hannibal drank a poison which he always carried 
about him ; and taking the eup inlo his hands, cried, Let us 
free. $c. In vita Ftamivini. 

6 Vol. ii. Of the method of Studying and Teaching the 
Belles Lcttres. * Quintil. 
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With what equity, what moderation, must he have be¬ 
haved towards his new allies, to have prevailed so far 
as to attach them inviolably to his service, though he 
was reduced to the necessity of making them sustain 
almost the whole burden of the war, by quartering his 
arm}' upon them, aud levying contributions in their 
several countries! In short, how fruitful musthehave 
been in expedients, to be able to carry on for so many 
years, a war ia a remote country, in spite of the violent 
opposition made by a powerful faction at home, which 
refused him supplies of every kind, and thwarted him 
on all occasions! It may be affirmed,that Hannibal, 
during the whole series of this war, seemed the only 
prop of the state, and the 3oul of every part of the em¬ 
pire of the Carthaginians, who could never believe 
themselves conquered till Hannibal confessed that he 
himself was s.o. 

But our acquaintance with Hannibal will be very 
imperfect, if we consider him only at the head of ar¬ 
mies. The particulars we learn from history, concern¬ 
ing the secret intelligence he held with Philip of Ma- 
ceaon; the wise counsels he gave to Antiochus, king 
of Syria; the double reformation he introduced in Car¬ 
thage. with regard to the management of the public 
revenues and the administration of justice, prove, that 
he was a great statesman in every respect. So supe¬ 
rior and universal was his genius, that it took in all 
parts of government; and so great were his natural 
abilities, that he was capable of acquitting himself ia 
all the various functions of it with glory. Hannibal 
shone as conspicuously in the Cabinet as in the field; 
equally able to fill the civil as the military employ¬ 
ments. In a ivord, he united in his own person tfie 
different talents and merits of all professions, the 
sword, the gown, and the finances. 

He had some learning; and though he was so much 
employed in military labours, and engaged in so many 
wars, he, however, found some leisure to devote to 
literature. 1 Several smart repartees of Hannibal, 
which have been transmitted to us, show that he had 
a great fund of natural wit; and this he improved by 
the most polite education that could be bestowed at 
that time, and in such a republic as Carthage. He 
spoke Greek tolerably well, and even wrote some 
books in that language. His preceptor was a Lace¬ 
daemonian, named Sosilus, who with Philenius, an¬ 
other Lacedaemonian, accompanied him in all his ex¬ 
peditions. Both these undertook to write the history 
of this renowned warrior. 

With regard to his religion and moral conduct, he 
was not altogether so profligate and wicked as he is 
represented by Livy: 2 “cruel even to inhumanity, 
more perfidious than a Carthaginian; regardless of 
truth, of probity, of the sacred ties of oatbs; fearless of 
the gods, and utterly void ofreligion.” Iahumana crw- 
delitas, perfidium plusquam Punica; nihil veri , nihil 
sancti , nullus deurn metus, nullum jus} urandum, nulla 
religio. According to Polybius, 3 he rejected a barba¬ 
rous proposal that was made him before he entered 
Italy, which was to eat human flesh, at a time when 
his army was in absolute want of provisions. Some 
years after, 4 so far from treating with barbarity, as he 
was advised to do, the dead body of Seinpronius Grac- 


‘ Atqne hie tantus vir, tantisque bellis districtii?, non-ni- 
hil tomporis tribuit litteris, &.c. Corn. Nep. in vita Jlnnih. 
cap. 13. a Lib. xxi. n. 4. 

a Excerpt, e Polyb. p. 33. 

* Excerpt. 5 Diod. p. 282. Liv. 1. xxv. n. 17. 
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chus, which Mago had sent him; he caused his funeral 
obsequies to be solemnized in presence of the whole 
army. We have seen him, on many occasions, evince 
the highest reverence for the gods; and Justin, 5 who 
copied Trogus Pompeius, an author worthy of credit, 
observes, that he always showed uncommon modera¬ 
tion and continence with regard to the great number 
of women taken by him during the course of so long 
a war; insomuch that no one would have imagined 
he had been born in Africa, where incontinence is 
the predominant vice of the country. Pudicitiainque 
eum tanfarn inter tot cap tie as habuissc , ut in Africa 
natum guivis negarct. 

His disregard of wealth, at a time when he had so 
many opportunities to enrich himself by the plunder 
of the cities he stormed and the nations he subdued, 
shows that he knew the true and genuine use which a 
general ought to make of riches, viz. to gain the affec¬ 
tion of his soldiers, and to attach his allies to his inter¬ 
est, by diffusing his beneficence on proper occasions, 
and not being sparing in his rewards: a quality very 
essential, and at the same time as uncommon in a 
commander. The only use Hannibal made of money 
was to purchase success; firmly persuaded, that a mail 
who is at the head of affairs is sufficiently recompensed 
by the glory derived from victory. 

He always led a very regular, austere life; 6 and even 
in times of peace, and in the midst of Carthage, when 
he was invested with the first dignity of the city, we 
are told that he never used to recline himself on a bed 
at meals, as was the custom in those ages, and that he 
drank but very little wine. So regular and uniform 
a life may serve as an illustrious example to our com¬ 
manders, who often include, among the privileges of 
war and the duty of officers, the keeping of splendid 
tables, and living luxuriously. 

I do not,however, pretend altogether to exculpate 
Hannibal from all the errors with which he is charged. 
Though he possessed an assemblage of the most ex¬ 
alted qualities, it cannot be denied but that he had 
some little tincture of the vices of his country; and that 
it would be difficult to excuse some actions and cir¬ 
cumstances of his life. Polybius observes, 7 that Han¬ 
nibal was accused of avarice in Carthage, and of 
cruelty in Rome. He adds, on the same occasion, that 
people were very much divided in opinion concerning 
him; and it would be no wonder, as he had made him¬ 
self so many enemies in both cities, that they should 
have drawn him in disadvantageous colours. But Po¬ 
lybius is of opinion, that though it should be taken for 
granted, that all tbe defects with which he is charged 
are true; yet that they were not so much owing to his 
nature and disposition, as to the difficulties with which 
he was surrounded, in the course of so long and la¬ 
borious a war; and to the complacency he was obliged 
to show to the general officers, whose assistance he 
absolutely wanted, for the execution of his various en¬ 
terprises; and whom he was not always able to restrain, 
anymore than he could tbe soldiers who fought under 
them. 


» Lib. xxxii. c. 4. 

s Cibi potionisque, desiderio natural!, non voluptate, mo¬ 
dus finitus. Liv. 1. xxi. n.4. 

Constat Annibalem, nec turn cum Romano tonantem 
bello Italia contremuit, ncc cum reversus Carthagincm sum- 
mum imperium tenuit, aut cubantem ccenasse, aut plus 
quam sextariovini indulsisse. Justin . 1. xxxii. c. 4. 

i Excerpt, e Polyb. p. 34, 37, 
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BOOK II. 


PART II. 

SECTION II.— DISSENTIONS BETWEEN THE CAR¬ 
THAGINIANS AND MASINISSA, KING OF NUMTDIA. 

AMONG the conditions of the peace granted to 
the Carthaginians, there was one which enacted, that 
they should restore to Masinissa all the territories and 
cities he possessed before the war; and farther, Sci- 

E io, to reward the zeal and fidelity which that monarch 
ad shown towards the Romans, bad added to his 
dominions those of Syphax. This present afterwards 
gave rise to disputes and quarrels between the Car¬ 
thaginians and Numidians. 

These two princes, Syphax and Masinissa, were 
both kings in Numidia, but reigned over different 
nations. The subjects of Syphax were called Ma- 
soesuli, and their capital was Cirtha. Those of Ma- 
sinissa were the Massyli: but they are better known 
by the name of Numidians, which was common to 
them both. Their principal strength consisted in 
their cavalry. They always rode without saddles, 
and some even without bridles, whence Virgil calls 
then: jYumidce infrceniA 

m In the beginning ofthesecond Ponic war, 2 Syphax 
siding with the Romans, Gala, the father of Masinissa, 
to check the career of so powerful a neighbour, thought 
it bis interest to join the Carthaginians, and accord¬ 
ingly sent out against Syphax a powerful army under 
the conduct of his son, at that time bat seventeen years 
of age. Syphax being overcome in a battle, in which 
it is said he iost30,000 men,escaped into Mauritania. 
However, the face of things was afterwards greatly 
changed. 

Masinissa, after his father’s death, was often reduced 
to the brink of ruin; 3 being driven from his kingdom 
by a usurper; pursued warmly by Syphax; in danger 
every instant of falling into the hands of his enemies; 
destitute of forces, money, and of every resource. 

He was at that time in alliance with the Romans, and 
the friend of Scipio, with whom he had had an inter¬ 
view in Spain. His misfortunes would not permit 
him to bring great succours to that general. When 
Ladius arrived in Africa, Masinissa joined him with 
a few horse,and from that time continued inviolably 
attached to the Roman interest. Syphax, on the con¬ 
trary. having married the famous Sophonisba, daugh¬ 
ter of Asdrubal, went over to the Carthaginians. 4 

The fate of these two princes again changed, but 
the change was not final. 5 Syphaxlost a great battle, 
and was taken alive by the enemy. Masinissa, the 
victor, besieged Cirtha, his capital, and took it. But 
he met with a greater danger in that city than he had 
faced in the field; and this was Sophonisba, whose 
charms and endearments be was unable to resist. To 
secure this princess to himself, be married her; buta 
few days after, he was obliged to send her a dose of 
poison, as her nuptial present; this being the only 
way he could devise to keep his promise with his queen, 
and preserve her from the power of the Romans. 


This was a considerable error in itself, and one that 
could not fail to disoblige a nation that was so jealous 
of its authority: but this young prince gloriously made 
amends for his fault, by the signal services he after¬ 
wards rendered to Scipio. We observed, that after 
the defeat and capture of Syphax, the dominions of 
this prince were bestowed upon him; and that the 
Carthaginians were forced to restore all he possessed 
before. 6 This gave rise to the divisions which we are 
now going to relate. 

A territory situated towards the sea-side, near the 
lesser Syrtis, was the subject of the dispute. 7 The 
country was very rich, and the soil extremely fruitful; 
a proof of which is, that the city of Leptis alone, which 
belonged to that territory, paid daily a talent to the 
Carthaginians by way of tribute. Masinissa had 
seized part of this territory. Each side despatched 
deputies to Rome, to plead the cause of their respec¬ 
tive superiors before the senate. Thisassembly thought 
proper to send Scipio Africanus, with two other com¬ 
missioners, to examine the controversy upon the spot. 
However, they returned without coming to any deci¬ 
sion, and left the business in the same uncertain state 
in which they had found it. Possibly they acted in 
this manner by order of the senate, and had received 
private instructions to favour Masinissa, who was then 
possessed of the district in question. 

Ten years after, 3 new commission¬ 
ers having been appointed to examine 
the same affair, they acted as the form¬ 
er had done, and left the whole unde¬ 
termined. 

After the like distance of time, the 
Carthaginians again brought their 
complai nt before the senate, but with 
greater importunity than before. 9 
They represented, that besides the lands at first con¬ 
tested, Masinissa had, during the two precedingyears, 
dispossessed them of upwards of sevent}' towns and 
castles; their hands were bound up by that article of 
tbe last treatv, which forbade their making war upon 
any of the allies of the Romans: that they could no 
longer bear the insolence, the avarice, and cruelty, of 
that prince: thatthey weredeputed to Rome with three 
requests (one of which they desired might be immedi¬ 
ately complied with), war. either that the affair might 
be examined and decided by the senate; or,secondly, 
that they might be permitted to repel force by force, 
and defend themselves by arms; or, lastly, that, if 
favour was to prevail over justice, they then entreated 
the Romans to specify, once for all, which of the Car¬ 
thaginian lands they were desirous should be given 
up to Masinissa, that they, by this means, might here¬ 
after know what they had to depend on; ana that the 
Roman people would show some moderation in their 
behalf, at a time that this prince set no other bounds 
to his pretensions, than his insatiable avarice. The 
deputies concluded with beseeching the Romans, that 
if they had any cause of complaint against the Car¬ 
thaginians since the conclusion of the last peace, that 
they themselves would punish them; and not to give 


A. M. 3823. 
A. Rom. 567. 


A. M. 3833. 
A. Rom. 577. 


1 yEn. 1. iv. ver. 41. 

3 Id. 1. xxix. n. 29—34. 
* Id. 1. xxx. n. II, 12. 


3 Liv. 1. xxiv. n. 48, 49. 
* Id. 1. xxix. n. 23. 


e Liv. 1. xxx. n. 44. 
a Id. 1. xl. n. 47. 


i Id. xxxiv. n. 62. 
» Id. xlii. n. 23, 24. 
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them up to the wild caprice of a prince, by whom their 
liberties were made precarious, and their lives insup¬ 
portable. After ending their speech, being pierced 
with grief, shedding floods of tears, they fell prostrate 
upon the earth; a spectacle that moved all who were 
present to compassion, and raised a violent hatred 
against Masinissa. Gulussa, his son, who was then 
present,beingasked what he had to reply,heanswered, 
that his father had not given him any instructions, not 
knowing that any thing would be laid to his charge. 
He only desired the senate to reflect, that the circum¬ 
stances which drew all this hatred upon him from the 
Carthaginians, was, the inviolable fidelity with which 
he had always been attached to the side of the Ro¬ 
mans. The senate, after hearing both sides, answered, 
that they were inclined to do justice to either party to 
whom it might be due: that Gulussa should set out 
immediately with their orders to his father, who was 
thereby commanded to send immediately deputies 
with those of Carthage: that they would do all that 
lay in their power to serve him, but not to the preju¬ 
dice of the Carthaginians: that it was but just the 
ancient limits should be preserved; and that it was 
far from being the intention of the Romans, to have 
the Carthaginians dispossessed, during the peace, of 
those territories and cities which had been left them 
by the treaty. The deputies of both powers were then 
dismissed with the usual presents. 

But all these assurances were but mere words. 1 It 
is plain that the Romans did not once endeavour to 
satisfy the Carthaginians, or do them the least jus¬ 
tice; and that they protracted the business, on purpose 
to give Masinissa time to establish himself in his 
usurpation, and weaken his enemies. 

A new deputation was sent to ex- 
A. M. 3848. amine the affair upon the spot, and 
A. Rom. 582. Cato was one of the commissioners. 2 

On their arrival, they asked the par¬ 
ties if they were willing to abide by their determina¬ 
tion. Masinissa readily complied. The Carthagini¬ 
ans answered that they had fixed a rule to which 
they adhered, and that this was the treaty which had 
been concluded by Scipio, and desired that their cause 
might be examined with all possible rigour. They 
therefore could not come to any decision. The depu¬ 
ties visited all the country, and found it in a very good 
condition, especially the city of Carthage; and they 
were surprised to see it, after having been involved in 
such a calamity, so soon again raised to so exalted a 
pitch of power and grandeur. The deputies, on their 
return, did not fail to acquaint the senate with this 
circumstance; and derlared, Rome could never be in 
safety, so long as Carthage should subsist. From this 
time, whatever affair was debated in the senate, Cato 
always added the following words to his opinion, and 
I conclude that Carthage ought to be destroyed . This 
grave senator did not give himself the trouble to prove, 
that bare jealousy of the growing power of a neigh¬ 
bouring state, is a warrant sufficient for destroying a 
city, contrary to the faith of treaties. Scipio Nasica, 
on the other hand, was of opinion, that the ruin of 
this city would draw after it that of their common¬ 
wealth ; because that the Romans having then no ri¬ 
val to fear, would quit the ancient severity of their 
manners and abandon themselves to luxury and plea¬ 
sures, the never-failing subverters of the most flou¬ 
rishing empire. 

In the mean time, divisions broke out in Carthage. 3 
The popular faction, being now become superior to 
that of the grandees and senators, sent forty citizens 
into banishment: and bound the people by an oath, 
never to suffer the least mention to be made of re¬ 
calling those exiles. They withdrew to the court of 
Masinissa, who despatched Gulussa and Micipsa, his 
two sons, to Carthage, to solicit their recall. How¬ 
ever the gates of the city were shut against them, 
and one of them was closely pursued by Hamilcar, 
one of the generals of the republic. This gave occa¬ 
sion to a new war, and accordingly armies were levied 
on both sides. A battle was fought; and the young¬ 
er Scipio, who afterwards ruined Carthage, w^sspec- 


i Polyb. p. 951. a App. de bell. Pun. p. 37. 3 App. p. 38. 
Vol. I—16. 
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tator of it. He had been sent from Lucullus, who 
was then carrying on war in Spain, and under whom 
Scipio then served, to Masinissa, to desire some ele¬ 
phants from that monarch. During the whole en¬ 
gagement, he stood upon a neighbouring hill; and 
was surprised to see Masinissa, then upwards of 
eighty years of age, mounted (agreeably to the cus¬ 
tom of his country) on a horse without a saddle; 
flying from rank to rank like a young officer, and sus¬ 
taining the most arduous toils. The fight was very 
obstinate, and continued from morning till night, but 
at last the Carthaginians gave way. Scipio used to 
say afterwards, that he had been present at many 
battles, but at none with so much pleasure as at this; 
having never before beheld so formidable an army en- 
age, without any danger or trouble to himself. And 
eing very conversant in the writings of Homer, he 
added, that, till bis time, there were but two more 
who had had the pleasure of being spectators of 
such an action, viz. Jupiter from mount Ida, and 
Neptune from Samothrace, when the Greeks and 
Trojans fought before Troy. I know not whether 
the sight of 100,000 men (for so many there were) 
butchering one another, can administer a real pleasure; 
or whether such a pleasure is consistent with the 
sentiments of humanity, so natural to mankind. 

The Carthaginians, 4 after the battle was over, en¬ 
treated Scipio to terminate their contests with Ma¬ 
sinissa. Accordingly, he heard both parties, and the 
Carthaginians consented to yield up the territory of 
Emporium, 5 which had been the first cause of the 
dispute, to pay Masinissa 200 talents of silver down, 
and 800 more, at such times as should be agreed. 
But Masinissa insisting on the return of the exiles, 
and the Carthaginians being unwilling to agree to 
this proposition, they did not come to any decision. 
Scipio, after having paid his compliments,and return¬ 
ed thanks to Masinissa, set out with the elephants 
for which he had been sent. 

The king, 6 immediately after the battle was over, 
had blocked up the enemy’s camp, which was pitch¬ 
ed upon a hill, whither neither troops nor provisions 
could come to them. During this interval, there ar¬ 
rived deputies from Rome, with orders from the senate 
to decide the quarrel, in case the king should be de¬ 
feated; otherwise, to leave it undetermined, and to 
give the king the strongest assurances of the con¬ 
tinuation of their friendship; and they complied with 
the latter injunction. In the mean time, the famine 
daily increased in the enemy’s camp; and to add to 
their calamity, it was followed by a plague, which 
made dreadful havoc. Being now reduced to the last 
extremity, they surrendered to Masinissa, promising 
to deliver up the deserters, to pay him 5000 taleDts 
of silver in fifty years, and restore the exiles, not¬ 
withstanding their oaths to the contrary. They all 
submitted to the ignominious ceremony of passing 
under the yoke,” and were dismissed, with only one 
suit of clothes for each. Gulussa, to satiate his ven¬ 
geance for the ill treatment, which, as we before ob¬ 
served, be had met with, sent out against them a body 
of cavalry, whom, from their great weakness, they 
could neither escape nor resist. So that of 58,000 
men, very few returned to Carthage. 

The third Punic War. 

The third Punic War, which was 
less considerable than either of the A. M. 3855. 


4 App. de bell. Pun. 40. 

s Emporium, or Emporia, was a country of Africa, on 
the Lesser Syrtis, in which Leptis stood. No part of tha 
Carthaginian dominions was more fruitful than this. Po¬ 
lybius^ 1. i. says that the revenue that arose from this placa 
was so considerable, that all their hopes were almost found¬ 
ed on it, iv (viz. their revenues from Emporia) »T%ov t »j 
/*£ y»Vr*? e K7rl$xs, To this was owing their care and 
state-jealousy above mentioned, lest the Romans should 
sail beyond the Fair Promontory, that lay before Carthage ; 
and become acquainted with a country which might induce 
them to attempt the conquest of it. 

6 Appian. de. bell. Pun. p. 40. 

i Jls furent tons passes sous lejoug: Subjugum missi ; 
a kind of gallows (made by two forked sticks, standing up¬ 
right) was erected, and a spear laid across, unaer which 
vanquished enemies were obliged to pass. Festus. 
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A. Carth. 697. two former, with regard to the mini- 
A. Rom. 599. her and greatness of the battles, and 
Ant.J. C. 149. its continuance, which was only four 
years, was still more remarkable with 
respect to the success and event of it, as it ended in 
the total ruin and destruction of Carthage. 

The inhabitants of this city, 1 from their last defeat, 
knew what they had to fear from the Romans, who 
had uniformly displayed great ill will towards them, 
as often as they had addressed them upon their dis¬ 
putes with Masinissa. To prevent the consequences 
of it, the Carthaginians by a decree of the senate, 
impeached Asdrubal, general of the army, and Car- 
thalo, commander of the auxiliary forces, 2 as guilty 
of high treason, for bein^ the authors of the war 
against the king of Nuinidia. They then sent a de¬ 
putation to Rome, to inquire what opinion that re¬ 
public entertained of their late proceedings, and what 
was desired of them. The. deputies were coldly 
answered, that it was the business of the senate and 
people of Carthage to know what satisfaction was due 
to the Romans. A second deputation bringing them 
no clearer answer, they fell into the greatest dejec¬ 
tion ; and being seized with the strongest terrors, from 
the recollection of their past sufferings, they fancied 
the enemy was already at their gates, and imagined 
to themselves all the clismal consequences of a long 
siege, and of a city taken sword in hand. 

In the mean time, 3 the senate debated at Rome on 
the measures it would be. proper for them to take; 
and the disputes between Cato the elder and Scipio 
Nasica, who entertained totally different opinions on 
this subject, were renewed. The former, on his re¬ 
turn from Africa, had declared, in the strongest terms, 
that he had found in Carthage, not as the Romans sup¬ 
posed it to be, exhausted of men or money, or in a 
weak and humble state; but, on the contrary, that it 
was crowded with vigorous young men, abounded with 
immense quantities of gold and silver, and prodigious 
magazines of arms and all war-stores; an$ was so 
haughty and confident on account of this force, that 
their hopes and ambition had no bounds. It is far¬ 
ther said, that, after he had ended his speech, he 
threw, out of the lappet of his robe, in the midst of the 
senate, some African figs; and, as the senators ad¬ 
mired their beauty and size, Know, says he, that it is 
but three days since these Jigs were gathered. Suchis 
the distance between the enemy and us 4 . 

Cato and Nasica had each of them their reasons 
for voting as they did. 5 Nasica, observing that the 
people had risen to such a height of insolence, as led 
them into excesses of every kind; that their prosper¬ 
ity had swelled them with a pride which the senate 
itself was not able to check; and that their power 
was become so enormous, that they were able to draw 
the city, by force, into every mad design they might 
undertake; Nasica, I say, observing this, was desi¬ 
rous that they should continue in fear of Carthage, 
in order that this might serve as a curb to restrain 
and check their audacious conduct. For it was his 
opinion, that the Carthaginians were too weak to 
subdue the Romans; and at the same time too strong 
to be considered by them in a contemptible light. 
With regard to Cato,he thought that as his country¬ 
men had become haughty and insolent by success, 
and plunged headlong into profligacy of every kind; 
nothing could be more dangerous, than for them to 
have for a rival and an enemy, a city that till now 
had been powerful, but was become, even by its mis¬ 
fortunes, more wise and provident than ever; and 
not to remove the fears of the inhabitants entirely 
with regard to a foreign power; since they had, 
within their own walls, all the opportunities of in¬ 
dulging themselves in excesses of every kind. 

To lay aside, for one instant, the laws of equity, I 
leave the reader to determine which of these two great 
men reasoned most justly, according to the maxims 

1 Appian. p. 41, 42. 

* The foreign forces were commanded by leaders of their 
respective nations, who were all under the command of a 
Carthaginian officer, called by Appian, 

a Plut. in vita Cat. p. 352. 

4 Tlia. 1. xv. c. 18. > Plut. ibid. in. vita Cat, 


of sound policy, and the true interests of a state. 
One undoubted circumstance is, that all the histori¬ 
ans have observed that there was a sensible change 
in the conduct and government of the Romans, im¬ 
mediately after the ruin of Carthage: 6 that vice no 
longer made its way into Rome with a timorous pace, 
and as it were by stealth, but appeared bare-faced, 
and seized, with astonishing rapidity, upon all orders 
of the republic: that the senators, plebeians, in a 
word, all conditions, abandoned themselves to luxury 
and voluptuousness without moderation or sense of 
decency; which occasioned, as it must necessarily, 
the ruin of the state. The Jirst Scipio, says Patercu¬ 
lus, 7 speaking of the Romans, had laid the founda¬ 
tions of theirfuture grandeur; and the last , by his con¬ 
quests, opened a door to all manner of luxui'y and disso¬ 
luteness. For, after Carthage, which obliged Rome to 
stand for ever on its guard, by disputing empire with 
that city , had been totally destroyed , the depravity <f 
manners was no longer sloiv in its progress, but swell¬ 
ed at once into the utmost excess of corruption. 

Be this as it may, 8 the senate resolved to declare 
war against the Carthaginians; and the reasons or 
pretences urged for it were, their having maintained 
ships contrary to the tenor of the treaty; their having 
sent an army out of their territories, against a prince 
who was in alliance with Rome, and whose son they 
had treated ill at the time that he was accompanied 
by a Roman ambassador. 

An event, 9 that chance occasioned 
to happen very fortunately, at the A. M. 3856, 
time that the senate of Home was A. Rom. 600. 
debating on the affair of Carthage, 
doubtless contributed very much to make them take 
that resolution. This was the arrival of deputies 
from Utica, who came to surrender up themselves, 
theireffects, their lands, and their city, into the hands 
of the Romans. Nothing could have happened more 
seasonably. Utica was the second city of Africa, 
vastly rich, and had a port equally spacious and com¬ 
modious; it stood within sixty furlongs of Carthage, 
so that it might serve as a place of arms in the at¬ 
tack of that city. The Romans now hesitated no 
longer, but formally proclaimed war. M. Mamlius, 
and L. Marcius Censorinus, the two consuls, were 
desired to set out as soon as possible. They had se¬ 
cret orders from the senate, not to end the war but 
by the destruction of Carthage. The consuls imme¬ 
diately left Rome, and stopped at Lilybaeum in Sicily. 
They had a considerable fleet, cn board of which were 
80,000 foot and about 4000 horse. 

The Carthaginians were not yet acquainted with 
the resolutions which had been taken at Rome. 19 
The answer brought back by their deputies, had only 
increased their fears, viz. It was the business of the 
Carthaginians to consider what satisfaction was due to 
ihem. u This made them not know what course to 
take. At last they sent new deputies, whom they 
invested with full powers to act as they should see 
fitting ; and even (what the former wars could never 
make them stoop to) to declare, that the Carthagini¬ 
ans gave up themselves, and all they possessed, to 
the will ana pleasure of the Romans. This, accord¬ 
ing to the import of the clause, se suaque eorum arbi - 
trio permittere, was submitting themselves, without 
reserve, to the power of the Romans, and acknow¬ 
ledging themselves their vassals. Nevertheless, they 
did not expect any great success from this condescen¬ 
sion, though so very mortifying; because, as the 


« Ubi Carthago, aemula imperii Romani ab stirpe in- 
teriit, fortuna s®vire ac miscere omnia coepit. Sallust in 
bell. C atilin. 

Ante Carthaginem deletam populus et senatus Romanus 
placide modesteque inter se Remp. tractabant.—Metus 
hostilis in bonis artibus civitatem retinebat. Sed ubi for- 
mido ilia mentibus decessit, ilicet ea, que secund® res 
amant, lascivia atque superbia incessere. Idem in hello 
Jugurihino. 

* Potenti® Romanorum prior Scipio viam aperucrat, 
luxuri® posterior aperuit. duippe remote Carthaginis 
metu, sublataque imperii ®mula, non gradu, sed pr®cipiti 
cursu a virtute descitum, ad vitia transcursum. Vel. Pa- 
terc. 1. ii.e. 1. b App. p. 42. 8 App. p. 42. 
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Uticans had been beforehand with them on that occa¬ 
sion, this circumstance had deprived them of the merit 
of a ready and voluntary submission. 

The deputies on their arrival at Rome, were in¬ 
formed that war had been proclaimed, and that the 
army was set out. The Romans had despatched a 
courier to Carthage, with the decree of the senate ; 
and to inform that city, that the Roman fleet had 
sailed. The deputies had therefore no time for de¬ 
liberation, but delivered up themselves, and all they 

ossessed, to the Romans. In consequence of this 

ehaviour, they were answered, that since they had 
at last taken a right step, the senate granted them 
their liberty, the enjoyment of their laws, and all their 
territories, and other possessions, whether public or 
private, provided that, within the space of thirty days, 
they should send as hostages, to Lilybaeum,300 young 
Carthaginians of the first distinction, and comply with 
the orders of the codsuIs. This last condition filled 
them with inexpressible anxiety ; but the concern they 
were under would not allow them to make the least 
reply, or to demand an explanation ; nor indeed would 
it nave been to any purpose. They therefore set out 
for Carthage, and there gave an account of their em¬ 
bassy. 

All the articles of the treaty were extremely severe 
with regard to the Carthaginians but the silence of 
the Romans, with respect to the cities of which no 
notice was taken in the concessions which that people 
was willing to make, perplexed them exceedingly. 
But all they had to do was to obey. After the many 
former and recent losses which the Carthaginians had 
sustained, they were by no means in a condition to 
resist sueh an enemy, since they had* not been able to 
oppose Masinls3a. Troops, provisions, ships, allies, 
in a word, every thing was wanting, and hope and 
vigour more than all the rest. 

They did not think it proper to wait till the thirty 
days, whieh had been allowed them, were expired, 
but immediately sent their hostages, in hopes of soft¬ 
ening the enemy by the readiness of their obedience, 
though they dared not flatter themselves with the ex¬ 
pectation of meeting with favour on this occasion. 
These hostages were the flower, and the only hopes, 
of the noblest families of Carthage. Never was any 
spectacle more moving; nothing was now heard but 
cries, nothing seen but tears, and all places echoed 
with groans and lamentations. But above all, the 
disconsolate mothers, bathed in tears, tore their di¬ 
shevelled hair, beat their breasts, and, as if grief and 
despair had distracted them, they yelled in such a 
manner as might have moved the most savage breasts 
to compassion. But the scene was much more mourn¬ 
ful, when the fatal moment of their separation was 
come ; when, after having accompanied their dear 
children to the ship, they bid them a long last fare¬ 
well, persuaded that they should never see them more; 
bathed them with their tears ; embraced them with 
the utmost fondness; clasped them eagerly in their 
arms ; could not be prevailed upon to part with them, 
till they were forced away, which was more grievous 
and afflicting than if their hearts had been torn out of 
their breasts. The hostages being arrived in Sicily, 
were carried from thence to Rome ; and the consuls 
told the deputies, that when they should arrive at 
Utica, they would acquaint them with the orders of 
the republic. 

In such a situation of affairs, 2 nothing can be more 

rievous than a state of uncertainty, which, without 

escending to particulars, gives occasion to the mind 
to image to itself every misery. As soon as it was 
known that the fleet was arrived at Utica, the depu¬ 
ties repaired to the Roman camp ; signifying that they 
were come in the name of their republic, in order to 
receive their commands, which they were ready to 
obey. The consul, after praising their good disposi¬ 
tion and compliance, commanded them to deliver up 
to him, without fraud or delay, all their arms. This 
they consented to, but besought him to reflect on the 
sad condition to which he was reducing them, at a 


* Polyb. excerpt, legat. p. 972. 

* Polyb. p. 975. Appian. p. 45, 46. 


time when Asdrubal, whose quarrel against them was 
owing to no other cause than their perfect submission 
to the orders of the Romans, was advanced almost to 
their gates, with an army of 20,000 men. The answer 
returned them was, that the Romans would set that 
matter right. 

This order was immediately put in execution. 3 
There arrived in the camp, a long train of waggons, 
loaded with all the preparations of war, taken out of 
Carthage ; 200,000 complete sets of armour, a num¬ 
berless multitude of darts and javelins, with 2000 en¬ 
gines for shooting darts and stones 4 . Then followed 
the deputies of Carthage, accompanied by the most 
venerable senators and priests, wno came purposely 
to try to move the Romans to compassion in this criti¬ 
cal moment, when their sentence was going to be 
pronounced, and their fate would be irreversible. 
Censorinus, the consul, for it was he w ho had all along 
spoken, rose up for a moment at their coming, and 
expressed some kindness and affection for them ; but 
suddenly resuming a grave and severe countenance : 
I cannot , says he, but commend the readiness with 
which you execute the orders of the senate . They have 
commanded me to tell you , that it is their absolute will 
and pleasure that you depart out of Carthage , which 
they have resolved to destroy; and that you remove into 
any other part of your dominions which you shall think 
proper, provided it be at the distance of eighty stiadia 5 
from the sea. 

The instant the council pronounced this fulminating 
decree, 6 nothing was heard among the Carthaginians 
but lamentable shrieks and howlings. Being now in 
a manner thunderstruck, they neither knew where 
they were, nor what they did ; but rolled themselves 
in the dust, tearing their clothes, and unable to vent 
their grief any otherwise, than by broken sighs and 
deep groans. Being afterwards a little recovered, 
they lifted up their hands with the air of suppliants, 
one moment towards the gods, and the next towards 
the Romans, imploring their mercy and justice towards 
a people, who would soon be reduced to the extremes 
of despair. But as both the gods and men were deaf 
to their fervent prayers, they soon changed them into 
reproaches and imprecations; bidding the Romans 
call to mind, that there were such beings as avenging 
deities, whose severe eyes were for ever open on guilt 
and treachery. The Romans themselves could not 
refrain from tears at so moving a spectacle, but their 
resolution was fixed. The deputies could not even 
prevail so far, as to get the execution of this order sus¬ 
pended, till they should have an opportunity of pre¬ 
senting themselves again before the senate, to attempt, 
if possible, to getit revoked. They were forced to set 
out immediately, and carry the answer to Carthage. 

The people waited for their return with sueh an im¬ 
patience and terror, as words could never express. 7 
It was scarce possible for them to break through the 
crowd that flocked round them, to hear the answer 
that was but too strongly painted in their face. When 
they were come into the senate, and had declared 
the barbarous orders of the Romans, a general shriek 
informed the people of their fate ; and from that in¬ 
stant, nothing was seen and heard in even' part of 
the city, but howling and despair, madness and 
fury. 

The reader will here give me leave to interrupt the 
course of the history for a moment, to reflect on the 
conduct of the Romans. It is a great pity that the 
fragment of Polybius, where an account is given of 
this deputation, should end exactly in the most in¬ 
teresting part of this narrative. I should set a much 
higher value on one short reflection of so judicious an 
author, than on the long harangues which Appian 
ascribes to the deputies and the consul. . I can never 
believe, that so rational, judicious, and just a man as 
Polybius could have approved the proceedings of the 
Romans on the present occasion. We do not here 
discover in my opinion, any of the characteristics 
which distinguished them anciently ; that greatness 
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of soul, that rectitude, that utter abhorrence of all 
mean artifices, frauds, and impostures, which, as is 
somewhere said, formed no part of the Roman dispo¬ 
sition : Minime Romanis artibus . Why did not the 
Romans attack the Carthaginians by open force ? 
Why should they declare expressly in a treaty (a 
most solemn and sacred thing) that they allowed 
them the full enjoyment of their liberties and laws ; 
and understand, at the same time, certain private 
conditions, which proved the entire ruin of both ? 
Why should they conceal, under the scandalous omis¬ 
sion of the word city in this treaty, the perfidious de¬ 
sign of destroying Carthage? as if, beneath the cover 
ol such an equivocation, they might destroy it with 
justice. In snort, why did the Romans not make 
their last declaration till after they had extorted from 
the Cartbagiuians, at different times, their hostages 
and arms ; that is, till they had absolutely rendered 
them incapable of disobeying their most arbitrary 
commands ? Is it not manifest, that Carthage, not¬ 
withstanding all its defeats and losses, though it was 
weakened and almost exhausted, was still a terror to 
the Romans, and that they were persuaded they were 
not able to conquer it by force of arms ? It is very 
dangerous to be possessed of so much power, as to be 
able to commit injustice with impunity, and with a 
prospect of being a gainer by it. The experience of 
all ages shows, that states seldom scruple to commit 
injustice, when they think it will conduce to their ad¬ 
vantage. 

The noble character which Polybius gives of the 
Achoeans, * 1 differs widely from what was practised 
here. That people, says he, far from using artifice 
and deceit towards their allies, in order to enlarge 
their power, did not think themselves allowed to 
employ them even agaiust their enemies, considering 
only those victories as solid and glorious, which were 
obtained sword in hand, by dint of courage and 
bravery. He owns, in the same place, that there 
then remained among the Romans but very faint 
traces of the ancient generosity of their ancestors ; 
and he thinks it incumbent on him (as he declares) 
to make this remark, in opposition to a maxim which 
was grown very common in his time among persons 
in the administration of the government, who imagin¬ 
ed, that sincerity is inconsistent with good policy ; 
and that it is impossible to succeed in the adminis¬ 
tration of state affairs, either in Avar or peace, without 
using fraud and deceit on some occasions. 

I now return to my subject. The consuls made 
no great haste to march against Carthage, 2 not sus¬ 
pecting they had any thing to fear from that city, as 
it was now disarmed. The inhabitants took the op¬ 
portunity of this delay to put themselves in a posture 
of defence, being all unanimously resolved not to 
quit the city. They appointed as general, vvdthout 
the walls, Asdrubal, who was at the head of 20,000 
men, and to whom deputies Avere sent accordingly, to 
entreat him to forget, for his country’s sake, the 
injustice Avhich had been done him, from the dread 
they were under of the Romans. The command of 
the troops, within the walls, was given to another 
Asdrubal, grandson of Masinissa. They then ap¬ 
plied themselves to the making arms with incredible 
expedition. The temples, the palaces, the open 
markets and squares, vv T ere all changed into so many 
arsenals, where men and women worked day and 
night. Everyday were made 140 shields, 300 swords, 
500 pikes or jave’lins, 1000 arrows, and a great num¬ 
ber of engines to discharge them ; and because they 
wanted materials to make ropes, the women cut off 
their hair and abundantly supplied their wants on 
this occasion. 

Masinissa was very much disgusted at the Ro- 
maus, 3 because, after he had extremely weakened 
the Carthaginians, they came and reaped the fruits 
of his victory, without acquainting him in any man¬ 
ner with their design, Avhich circumstance caused 
some coldness betAveen them. 


i Polyb. 1. xiii. p. 671, 672. 
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During this interval, 4 the consuls Avere advancing 
toAvards the city, in order to besiege it. As they 
expected nothing less than a vigorous resistance, the 
incredible resolution and courage of the besieged 
filled them with the utmost astonishment. The Car¬ 
thaginians were for ever making the boldest sallies, in 
order to repulse the besiegers, to burn their engines 
and to harass their foragers. Censorious attacked the 
city on one side, and Manilius on the other. Scipio, 
afterwards surnamad Africanus, served then as tri¬ 
bune in the army: and distinguished himself above 
the rest of the officers, no less by his prudence than 
by his bravery. The consul, under whom he fought, 
committed many oversights, by having refused to 
follow his advice. This young officer extricated the 
troops from several dangers into Avhich the imprudence 
of tneir leaders had plunged them. A renoAvned 
officer, Phamaeas by name, Avho was general of the 
enemies’ cavalry, and continually harassed the fora¬ 
gers, did not dare ever to keep the field, Avhen it was 
Scipio’s turn to support them, so capable was he of 
keeping his troops m good order, and posting him¬ 
self to advantage. So great and universal a reputa¬ 
tion excited some envy agaiust him at first; but a3 
he behaved, in all respects, Avith the utmost modesty 
and reserve, that envy was soon changed into admi¬ 
ration ; so that when the senate sent deputies to the 
camp, to inquire into the state of the siege, the whole 
army gave him unanimously the highest commenda¬ 
tion ; the soldiers, as well as officers, nay, the very 
enerals, with one voice extolled the merit of young 
cipio : so necessary is it for a man to deaden, if I 
may be allowed the expression, the splendour of his 
rising glory, by a sweet and modest carriage ; and not 
to excite jealousy, by haughty and self-sufficient 
behaviour, as this naturally awakens pride iu others, 
and makes even virtue itself odious. 

About the same time Masinissa, 5 
finding his end approach, sent to A. M. 3857. 
desire a visit from Scipio, in order A. Rom. 601. 
that he might invest pim with full 
owers to dispose, as he should see proper, of his 
ingdom and property, in behalf of his children. But 
on Scipio’s arrival, he found that monarch dead. 
Masinissa had commanded them, with his dying 
breath, to follow implicitly the directions of Scipio, 
whom he appointed to be a kind of father and guardian 
to them. I shall gwe no farther account here of the 
family and prosperity of Masinissa, .because that 
would interrupt too much the history of Carthage. 

The high esteem which Phamreas had entertained 
for Scipio, 6 induced him to forsake the Carthaginians 
and go over to the Romans. Accordingly he joined 
them with above 2000 horse, and was afterwards of 
great service at the siege. 

Calpurnius Piso 7 the consul, and L. Mancinus, his 
lieutenant, arrived in Africa in the beginning of the 
spring. Nothing remarkable was transacted during 
this campaign. The Romans were even defeated on 
several occasions, and earned on the siege of Car¬ 
thage but slowly. The besieged, on the contrary, had 
recovered their spirits. Their troops were considera¬ 
bly increased; they daily got new allies; and even 
sent an express as far as Macedonia, to the counter¬ 
feit Philip; 8 who pretended to be the son of Perseus, 
and was then engaged in a war with the Romans, to 
exhort him to carry it on with vigour,and promising 
to furnish him with mpney and ships. 

This occasioned some uneasiness at Rome. 9 The 
people began to doubt the success of a war, which 
grew daily more uncertain, and was more important 
than had at first been imagined. As much as they 
were dissatisfied with the dilatoriness of the generals, 
and exclaimed against their conduct, so much did 
they unanimously agree in applauding young Scipio, 
and extolling his rare and uncommon virtues. He 
was come to Rome, in order to stand candidate for 
theedileship. The instant he appeared in the assem¬ 
bly, his name, his countenance, his reputation, a 
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general persuasion that he was designed by the gods 
to eul the third Punic war, as the first Scipio, his 
grandfather by adoption, had terminated the second; 
these several circumstances made a very strong im¬ 
pression on the people; and though it was contrary 
to law, and therefore opposed by the ancient men, 
instead of the edileship which be sued for, the people, 
disregarding for once the laws, con- 
A. M. 3858. ferred the consulship upon him, and 
A. Rom. 602. assigned him Africa for his province, 
without casting lots for the provinces 
as usual, and as Drusus his colleague demanded. 

As soon as Scipio had completed his recruits, 1 he 
set out for Sicily, and arrived soon after in Utica. He 
came very seasonably for Mancinus, Piso’s lieutenant, 
who had rashly fixed himself in a post where he was 
surrounded by the enemy; and would have been cut 
to pieces that very morning, bad not the new consul, 
who, on his arrival, heard of the danger he was in, 
re-embarked his troops, in the night, and sailed with 
the utmost speed to his assistance. 

ScipioVf£* 5 t care, 2 after his arrival, was to revive 
discipline affiong the troops, which he found had been 
entirely neglected. There was not the least regular¬ 
ity, subordination, or obedience. Nothing was at¬ 
tended to but rapine, feasting and diversions. He 
drove from the camp all useless persons, settled the 
quality of the provisions he would have brought in 
by the suttlers, and allowed of none but what were 
plain and fit for soldiers, studiously banishing all 
dainties and luxuries. 

After he had made these regulations which cost him 
bnt little time and pains, because he himself first set 
the example, he was persuaded that those under him 
were soldiers, and thereupon he prepared to carry on 
the siege with vigour. Having ordered his troops to 
provide themselves with axes, levers, and scaling- 
ladders, he led them in the dead of the night, and 
without the least noise, to a district of the city, called 
Megara; when ordering them to give a sudden and 
general shout, he attacked it with great vigour. The 
enemy, who did not expect to be attacked in the 
night, were at first in the utmost terror; however, 
they defended themselves so courageously, that Scipio 
could not scale the walls. But perceiving a tower that 
was forsaken, and which stood without the city, very 
near the walls, he detached thither a party of intrepid 
and resolute soldiers, who» by the help of pontons, 3 
got from the tower on the walls, and from thence into 
Megara, the gates of which they broke down. Scipio 
entered it immediately after, and drove the enemies 
out of that post ; who, terrified at this unexpected 
assault, and imagining that the whole city was taken, 
fled into the citadel, whither they were followed by 
those forces that were encamped without the city, who 
abandoned their camp to the Romans, and thought it 
necessary for them to fly to a place of security. 

Before I proceed further, 4 it will be proper to give 
some account of the situation and dimensions of Car¬ 
thage, which in the beginning of the war against the 
Romans, contained 700,000 inhabitants. It stood at 
the bottom of a gulf, surrounded by the sea, and in the 
form of a peninsula, whose neck,’that is, the isthmus 
which joined it to the continent, was twenty-five 
stadia, or a league and a quarter in breadth. The 
peninsula was 360 stadia, or eighteen leagues round. 
On the west side there projected from it a long neck 
of land, half a stadium, or twelve fathoms broad; 
which, advancing into the sea, divided it from a 
morass, and was fenced on all sides with rocks and a 
single wall. Ontnesoutb side, towards the continent 
where stood the citadel called Byrsa, the city was 
surrounded with a triple wall, thirty cubits high, ex¬ 
clusive of the parapets and towers, with which it was 
flanked all round at equal distances, each interval 
being fourscore fathoms. Every tower was four stories 
high, and the walls but two; they were arched, and 
in the lower part were stalls to hold 300 elephants 
with the fodder, and over these were stables for 4000 


i Appian. p. m. * lb. p. 70. 

* A sort of moveable bridge. 

* Appian. p. 5G, 57. Strabo. I. xvii. p. 632. 


horses, and lofts for their food. There likewise was 
room enough to lodge 20,000 foot, and 4000 horse. 
All these were contained within the walls alone. In 
one place only the walls were weak and low; and 
that was a neglected angle, which began at the neck 
of land above mentioned, and extended as far as the 
harbours, which were on the west side. Of these 
there were two, which communicated with each other, 
but had only one entrance, seventy feet broad, shut 
up with chains. The first was appropriated for the 
merchants, and had several distinct habitations for the 
seamen. The second, or inner harbour, was for the 
ships of war, in the midst of which stood an island 
called Cothon, lined, as the harbour was, with large 
quays, in which were distinct receptacles 5 for shelter¬ 
ing from the weather 220 ships, over these were 
magazines or storehouses, wherein was lodged what¬ 
ever is necessary for arming and equipping fleets. 
The entrance into each of these receptacles was 
adorned with two marble pillars of the Ionic order. 
So that both the harbour and the Island represented 
on each side two magnificent galleries. In this island 
was the admiral’s palace; and as it stood opposite to 
the mouth of the harbour, he could from thence dis¬ 
cover whatever was doing at sea, though no one from 
thence could see what was transacting in the inward 

E art of the harbour. The merchants, in like manner, 
ad no prospect of the men of war; the two ports being 
separated by a double wall, each having its particular 
gate that led to the city, without passing through the 
other harbour. So that Carthage may be divided into 
three parts: 6 the harbour, which was double, and 
called sometimes Cothon, from the little island of that 
name; the citadel, named Byrsa: the city properly so 
called, where the inhabitants dwelt, which lay round 
the citadel, and was called Megara. 

At day-break,7 Asdrubal s perceiving the ignomi¬ 
nious defeat of his troops, in order that he might be 
revenged on the Romans, and, at the same time, de¬ 
prive the inhabitants of all hopes of accommodation 
and pardon, brought all the Roman prisoners he had 
taken upon the walls, in sight of tne whole army. 
There he put them to the most exquisite torture; put¬ 
ting out their eyes, cutting off their noses, ears, and 
fingers; tearing their skin from their body with iron 
rakes or harrows, and then threw them headlong from 
the top of the battlements. So inhuman a treatment 
filled the Carthaginians with horror: however, he did 
not spare even them, but murdered many senators 
who had ventured to oppose his tyranny. 

Scipio, 9 finding himself absolute master of the isth¬ 
mus, burnt the camp, which the enemy had deserted, 
and built a new one for his troops. It was of a square 
form, surrounded with large and deep entrenchments, 
and fenced with strong palisades. On the side which 
faced the Carthaginians, he built a wall twelve feet 
high, flanked at proper distances with towers and 
redoubts; and on the middle tower,he erected a very 
high wooden fort, from whence could be seen whatever 
was doing in the city. This wall was equal to the 
whole breadth of the isthmus, that is, twenty-five sta¬ 
dia. 10 The enemy, who were within bow-shot of it, 
employed their utmost efforts to put a stop to this work; 
but as the whole army were employed upon it day and 
night without intermission, it was finished in twenty- 
four days. Scipio reaped a double advantage from 
this work: First, his forces were lodged more safely 
and commodiously than before: Secondly, he cut off 
all provisions from the besieged, to whom none could 
now be brought but by sea; which was attended with 
many difficulties, both because the sea is frequently 
very tempestuous in that place, and because the Roman 
fleet kept a strict guard. This proved one of the chief 
causes of the famine which raged soon after in the 
city. Besides, Asdrubal distributed the corn that wag 


s Niwc-oJxcu;, Strabo. eBoch. in Phal. p. 512. 

i Appian. p. 72. 

8 It was he who had first commanded without the city, 
but bavin" carped the ether A^druhal, Marinissa’s grand¬ 
son to be put to death, be got the command of the troops 
within the walls. 
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brought, only among the 30,000 men who served under 
him, caring very little what became of the rest of the 
inhabitants. 

To distress them still more by the want of provi¬ 
sions, 1 Scipio attempted to stop up the mouth of the 
haven, by a mole, beginning at the above-mentioned 
neck of land, which was near the harbour. The be¬ 
sieged, at first looked upon this attempt as ridiculous, 
and accordingly they insulted the workmen: but, at 
last, seeing them make an astonishing progress every 
day, they began to be afraid; and to take such mea¬ 
sures as might, if possible, render the attempt unsuc¬ 
cessful. Every one, to the women and children, fell to 
work, but so privately, that all that Scipio could learn 
from the prisoners, was, that they had heard a great 
noise in the harbour, but did not know the oecasion of 
it. At last, all things being ready, the Carthaginians 
opened, on a sudden, a new outlet on the other side of 
the haven; and appeared at sea with a numerous fleet, 
which they had just then built with the old materials 
found in their magazines. It is generally allowed, that 
had they attacked the Roman fleet directly, they must 
infallibly have taken it; because, as no such attempt 
was expected, and every man was elsewhere employed, 
the Carthaginians would have found it without rowers, 
soldiers, or officers. But the ruin of Carthage, says 
the historian, was decreed. Having therefore only 
offered a kind of insult or bravado to the Romans, 
they returned into the harbour. 

Two days after, 2 thev brought forward their ships, 
with a resolution to fignt in good earnest, and found 
the enemy ready for them. This battle wa3 to deter¬ 
mine the fate ot both parties. The conflict was long 
and obstinate, each exerting themselves to the utmost ; 
the one to save their country, now reduced to the last 
extremity, and the other to complete their victory. 
During tne fight, the Carthaginian brigantines running 
nlong under the large Roman ships, broke to pieces 
sometimes their sterns, and at other times their rud¬ 
ders and oars; and, when briskly attacked, retreated 
with surprising swiftness, and returned immediately 
to the charge. At last, after the two armies had fought 
with equal success till sun-set, the Carthaginians 
thought proper to retire; not that they believed them¬ 
selves overcome,but in order to begin the fight again 
on the morrow. Part of their ships, not being able to 
run swiftly enough in the harbour, because the mouth 
of it was too narrow, took shelter under a very spa¬ 
cious terrace, which had been thrown up against the 
walls to unload goods, on the side of which a small 
rampart had been raised during this war, to prevent 
the enemy from possessing themselves of it. Here 
the fight was again renewed with more vigour than 
ever, and lasted till late at night. The Carthaginians 
suffered very much, and the few 3hips which got off, 
sailed for refuge to the city. Morning being come, 
Scipio attacked the terrace, and carried it, though with 
great difficulty ; after which he made a lodgment there, 
and fortified himself on it, and built a brick wall close 
to those of the city, and of the same height. When 
it was finished, he commanded 4000 men to get on the 
top of it, and tn discharge from it a perpetual shower 
of darts and arrows upon the enemy, which did great 
execution; because, as the two walls were of equal 
height, almost every dart took effect. Thu9 ended 
this campaign. 

During the wiDter-quarters 3 Scipio endeavoured to 
overpower the enemy’s troops without the city, who 
very much harassed the convoys that brought his pro¬ 
visions, and protected such as were sent to the besieged. 
For this purpose he attacked a neighbouring fort, called 
Nepheris, where they used to shelter themselves. In 
the last action, about 70,000 of the enemy, as well 
soldiers as peasants, who had been enlisted, were cut 
to pieces; and the fort was carried with great diffi¬ 
culty,after sustaining a siege of two-and-tvventy days. 
The seizure of this fort was followed by the surrender 
of almost all the strong holds of Africa; and contri¬ 
buted very much to the taking of Carthage itself, into 
which, from that time, it was almost impossible to 
bring any provisi ons. 


* Appian. p. 71. a lb, p. 75. 3 lb. p. 73. 


Early in the spring, 4 Scipio attack¬ 
ed at one and the same time, the har- A. M. 3859. 
bour called Cotkon, and the citadel. A. Rom. 603. 
Having possessed himself of the wall 
which surrounded this port, he threw himself into the 
great square of the city that was near it, from whence 
wa3 an ascent to the citadel, up three streets, on each 
side of which were houses, from the tops whereof a 
shower of darts was discharged upon the Romans, 
who were obliged,before they eould advance farther, 
to force the houses they came first to, and post them¬ 
selves in them, in order to dislodge from thence the 
enemy who fought from the neighbouring houses 
The combat which was carried on from the tops, and 
in every part of the houses, continued six days, during 
which a dreadful slaughter was made. To clear the 
streets, and make way for the troops, the Romans 
dragged aside, with hooks, the bodies of such of the 
inhabitants as bad been slain, or precipitated headlong 
from the houses; and threw them into pits,the great¬ 
est part of them being still alive and panting. In this 
toil, which lasted six days and as many nights, the 
soldiers were relieved from time to time by fresh ones, 
without which they would have been quite spent. 
Scipio was the only person who did not take a wink 
of sleep all this time; giving orders in all places, and 
scarce allowing himself leisure to take the least re¬ 
freshment. 

There was every reason to believe, 5 that the siege 
would last much longer, ajid occasion a gTeat effusion 
of blood. But on the seventh dav, there appeared a 
company of men in the posture anti habit of suppliants, 
who desired no other conditions, than that the Romans 
would please to spare the lives of all those who should 
be willing* to leave the citadel: which request was 
granted them, only the deserters were excepted. Ac¬ 
cordingly, there came out 50,000 men and women, who 
were sent into the fields under a strong guard. The 
deserters, who were about 900, finding they would not 
be allowed quarter, fortified themselves in the temple 
of iEsculapius, with Asdrubal, hi3 wife,and two chil¬ 
dren; where, though their number was but small, they 
might have held out a long time, because the temple 
stood on a very' high hill, upon rocks, the ascent to 
which was by sixty steps. But at last, exhausted by 
hunger and watching, oppressed with fear, and seeing 
their destruction at hand, they lost all patience; ana 
abandoning the lower part of the temple, they retired 
to the uppermost story, resolved not to quit it but with 
their lives. 

In the mean time, Asdrubal being desirous of saving 
his life, came down privately to Scipio, carrying an 
olive-branch in his hand, and threw himself at his feet. 
Scipio showed him immediately to the deserters, who, 
transported with rage and fury at the sight, vented 
millions of imprecations against him, and set fire to the 
temple. Whilst it was kindling, we are told, that 
Asdrubal’s wife, dressing herself as splendidly as pos¬ 
sible, and placing herself with her two children in 
sight of Scipio. addressed him with a loud voice: I 
callnot down, says she, uponthyhead, ORoman; 
for thou only tokesttheprivilege allowed by the laws of 
war: butmay the gods of Carthage,and thouin concert 
with them , punish , according to his deserts, the false 
wretch who has betrayed his country,his gods, his wife, 
his children! Then directing herself to Asdrubal:— 
Perfdious wretch, say s she, thou basest of men! this 
fre will presently consume both me and my children; 
but as to thee,unworthy general of Carthage, go, adorn 
the gay triumph of thy conqueror; suffer, in the sight 
of all Rome,the tortures thou so justly deservest. She 
had no sooner pronounced these words, than seizing 
her children, she cut their throats, threw them into the 
flames, and afterwards rughed into them herself; in 
which she was imitated by all the deserters. 

With regard to Scipio, 6 when he saw this famous 
city, which had been so flourishing for 700 years, and 
might have been compared to the greatest empires, on 
account of the extent of its dominions, both by sea 
and land; its mighty armies; its fleets, elephants, 
and riches; while the Carthaginians were even supe- 
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riorto other nations by their courage and greatness of 
soul: as notwithstanding their being deprived of arms 
end ships, they had sustained, for three whole years, 
all the hardships and calamities of a long siege: see¬ 
ing, I say, this city entirely ruined, historians relate, 
that he could not refuse his tears to the unhappy fate 
of Carthage. He reflected, that cities, nations, and 
empires, are liable to revolutions no less than private 
men; that the like sad fate had befallen Troy,ancient¬ 
ly so powerful ; and, in later times, the Assyrians, 
INIedes and Persians, whose dominions* were once of 
so great an extent; and very recently,the Macedoni¬ 
ans, whose empire had been so glorious throughout 
theworld. Full of these mournful ideas, he repeated 
the following verses of Homer: 

’ { E<rcrfrai y otxv stot* u 1\ioj i£>j, 

Kx» Ilpix/nog, xxl kxo$ ivpptktw U^ixpon. 

II. S'. 164, 165. 

The day shall eome, that great avenging day 
Whieh Troy’s proud glories in the dust shall lay ; 
When Priam’s powers and Priam’s self shall fall, 

And one prodigious ruin swallow all.— Pope. 

Thereby denouncing the future destiny of Rome, as 
he himself confessed to Polybius, who desired Scipio 
to explain himself on that occasion. 

Had the truth enlightened his soul, he would have 
discovered what we are taught in the Scriptures, that 
because of unrighteous dealings , injuries , and riches 
got by deceit, a kingdom is translatedfrom one people 
to another. 1 Carthage is destroyed, because its avar¬ 
ice, perfidiousness, and cruelty, have attained their 
utmost height. The like fate will attend Rome, when 
its luxury, ambition, pride, and unjust usurpations, 
concealed beneath a specious and delusive show of 
justiee and virtue, shall have compelled the sovereign 
Lord, the disposer of empires, to give the universe an 
important lesson in its fall. 

Carthage being taken in this man- 
A. M. 3359. ner, 2 Scipio gave the plunder of it (the 
A. Carth. 701. gold, silver, statues, and other ofler- 
A. Rom. 603. ings which should be found in the 
Ant. J. C. 145. temples, excepted) to his soldiers for 
some days. He afterwards bestowed 
several military rewards on them, as well as on the 
officers, two ot whom had particularly distinguished 
themselves, viz. Tib. Gracchus and Caius Fannius, 
who first scaled the walls. After this, adorning a 
small ship (an excellent sailer) with the enemy’s 
spoils, he sent it to Rome with the news of the vic¬ 
tory. 

At the same time he invited the inhabitants of 
Sicily to come and take possession of the pictures and 
statues which the Carthaginians had plundered them 
of in the former wars. 3 When he restored to the 
citizens of Agrigentura, Phalaris’s famous bull, 4 he 
told them that this bull, which was, at one and the 
same time, a monument of the cruelty of their ancient 
kings and of the lenity of their present sovereigns, 
ought to make them sensible which would be most 
advantageous for them, to live under the yoke of Si¬ 
cilians, or the government of the Romans. 

Having exposed to sale part of the spoils of Car¬ 
thage, he commanded, on the most severe penalties, 
bis family not to take or even buy any of them; so 
careful was he to remove from himself, and all be¬ 
longing to him, the least suspicion of avarice. 

When the news of the taking of Carthage was 
brought to Rome, 5 the people abandoned themselves 
to the most immoderate transports of joy, as if the 
public tranquillity had not been secured till that in¬ 
stant. They revolved in their minds all the calami¬ 
ties which the Carthaginians had brought upon them, 
in Sicily, in Spain, and even in Italy, for sixteen years 
together: during which, Hannibal had plundered 400 
towns, destroyed in different engagements 300,000 


t Eeclus. x. 8. * Appian. p. 83. 3 Ibid. 

4 Q.ucm taunun Scipio cum redderet Agrigentinis, dix* 

isse dic.itur, a?quum esse illos eogilare utrum esset Siculis 

Utilins, suisne servire, an populo it. obtempcrare, eum idem 

monunicntum ct domestic® erudelilatis, et nostrse mansue- 

tudinis haberent. Cie. verr. vi. n. 73. 

* Appian. p. 83. 
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men, and reduced Rome itself to the utmost extremi¬ 
ty. Amidst the remembrance of these past evils, the 
people in Rome would ask one another, whether it 
were really true that Carthage was in ashes. All 
ranks and degrees of men emulously strove who 
should show the greatest gratitude towards the gods; 
and the citizens were, for many days, employed only 
in solemn sacrifices, in public prayers, games, ana 
spectacles. 

After these religious duties were ended, 6 * * the senate 
sent ten commissioners into Africa, to regulate, in 
conjunction with Scipio, the fate and condition of 
that country for the time to eome. The first care 
was, to demolish whatever was still remaining of 
Carthage.? Rome, s though mistress of almost the 
whole world, could not believe herself safe so long as 
even the name of Carthage was in being. So true it 
is, that an inveterate hatred, fomented by long and 
bloody wars, lasts even beyond the time when all 
cause of fear is removed; and does not cease till the 
object that occasions it is no more. Orders were 
given, in the name of the Romans, that, it should 
never be inhabited again; and dreadful imprecations 
were denounced against those, who, contrary to this 
prohibition, should attempt to rebuild any parts of it, 
especially those called Byrsa and Megara. In the 
mean time, every one who desired it, was admitted to 
see Carthage; Scipio being well pleased, to have 
people view the sad ruins ol a city which had dared 
to contend with Rome for empire. 9 * The commis¬ 
sioners decreed farther, that those cities whieh, during 
th '13 war, had joined with the enemy, should all be 
razed, and their territories be given to the Roman al¬ 
lies; they particularly made a grant to the citizens of 
Utica, of tne whole country lying between Carthage 
and Hippo. All the rest tney made tributary and re¬ 
duced it into a Roman province, whither a prcetor was 
sent annually. 

All matters being thus settled, 10 Scipio returned to 
Rome, where he made his entry in triumph. So mag¬ 
nificent a one had never been seen before; the W'hoYe 
exhibiting nothing but statues, rare invaluable pic¬ 
tures, and other curiosities, which the Carthaginians 
had, for many years, been collecting in other coun¬ 
tries; not to mention the money carried into the pub¬ 
lic treasury, which amounted to immense sums. 

Notwithstanding the great precautions which were 
taken to hinder Carthage from being ever rebuilt, 11 in 
less than thirty years after, and even in Scipio’s 
lifetime, one of the Graechi, to ingratiate himself 
with the people, undertook to found it anew, and 
conducted thither a colony consisting of 6000 citizens 
for that purpose. The senate,hearing that the work¬ 
men had been terrified by many unlucky omens, at the 
time they were tracing the limits, and laying the 
foundation of the new city, w'ould have suspended 
the attempt; but the tribune, not being over scrupu¬ 
lous in religious matters, carried on the work, not¬ 
withstanding all these bad presages, and finished it in 
a few days. This w r as the first Roman colony that 
was ever sent out of Italy. 

It is probable, that only a kind of huts were built 
there, since we are told, 12 that when Marius retired 
hither, in his flight to Africa, lie lived in a mean and 
poor condition amid the ruins of Carthage, consoling 


« Appian. p. 84. 

* We may guess at the dimensions of this famous city, by 
what Florius says, viz. that it was seventeen days on fire, 
before it eould be consumed. Quanta nrbs deleta sit ., ut de 
cateris taceam, vel ignium mora probari potest; quippe per 
continuos decern et septem dies viz potuit incendium extin - 
gui. Lib. ii. e. 15. 

• Neque se Roma, jam terrarum orbe superato, sccurara 
speravit fore, si nomen usquam maneret Carthaginis. 
Adeo ndiura eertaminibus ortum ultra melum durat et nein 
victis quidem deponitur, neque ante invisum esse desinit, 
quam esse desiit. Vel. Patere. 1. i. c. 12. 

a Ut ipse locus eorum, qui cum hae urhe de imperio, cer- 
tarunt, vestigia ealamitatis ostenrkret. Cie . Jigror. ii. n.50. 

10 Appian. p.84. Jl lb. p. 85. Plut. in vit. Gracch. p.839. 

Marius cursura in Afriram direxil, inopemque vitam 
in tugurio ruinarum Carthaginensium tokravit: cum Ma¬ 
rius aspiciens Carthaginem, ilia iniueus Marium, alter alte- 
ri possent esse solatio. Vel. Patere. lii. e. 19. # 
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himself by the sight of so astonishing a spectacle; 
himself serving, in some measure, as a consolation to 
that ill-fated city. 

Appian relates, 1 that Julius Caesar, after the death 
of Pompey, having crossed into Africa, saw, in a 
dream, an army composed of a prodigious number of 
soldiers, who, with tears in their eyes, called him; 
and that, struck with the vision, he writ down in his 
pocket-book the design which he formed on this oc¬ 
casion, of rebuilding Carthage and Corinth; but 
having been murdered soon after by the conspirators, 
Augustus Caesar, his adopted son, who found this 
memorandum among his papers, rebuilt Carthage 
near the spot where it stood formerly, in order that 
the imprecations which had been vented, at the time 
of its destruction, against those who should presume 
to rebuild it, might not fall upon him. 

I know not what foundation Appian has for this 
story; but we read in Strabo, 2 that Carthage and 
Corinth were rebuilt at the same time by Caesar, 
to whom he gives the name of god, by which title, a 
little before, 3 he had plainly intended Julius Caesar; 
and Plutarch, 4 in the life of that emperor, ascribes ex¬ 
pressly to him, the establishment of these two co¬ 
lonies; and observes, that one remarkable circum¬ 
stance in these two cities is, that as both bad been 
taken and destroyed at the same time, they likewise 
were at the same time rebuilt and repeopled. How¬ 
ever this be, Strabo affirms that in his time Carthage 
was as populous as any city in Africa; and it rose 
to be the capital of Africa, under the succeeding em¬ 
perors. It existed for about 700 years after, in splen¬ 
dour, but at last was so completely destroyed by the 
Saracens, in the beginning of the seventh century, 
that neither its name, nor the least footsteps of it, are 
known at this time in the country. 

A Digression on the Manners and Character of the 
second Scipio Africanus. 

. Scipio, the destroyer of Carthage, was son to the 
famous Paulus JEmilius, who conquered Perseus, the 
last king of Macedon; and consequently grandson 
to that Paulus iEmilius who lost his life in the battle 
of Cannae. He was adopted by the son of the great 
Scipio Africanus, and called Scipio jEmilianus; the 
names of the two families being so united, pursuant 
to the law of adoptions. He supported, 5 with equal 
lustre, the dignity of both houses, by all the qualities 
that can confer honour on the sword and gown. The 
whole tenor of his life, says an historian, whether 
with regard to his action®, his thoughts, or words, 
was deserving of the highest praise. He distinguish¬ 
ed himself particularly (a eulogium that, at present, 
can seldom be applied to persons of the military pro¬ 
fession), by his exquisite taste for polite literature, 
and all the sciences, as well as by the uncommon re¬ 
gard he showed to learned men. It is universally 
known, that he was reported to be the author of Te¬ 
rence’s comedies, the most polite and elegant writings 
which the Romans could boast. We are told of Sci¬ 
pio, 6 that no man could blend more happily repose 
and action, nor employ his leisure hours with greater 
delicacy and taste: thus was he divided between arms 
and books, between the military labours of the camp, 
and the peaceful employmentor the cabinet; in which 
he either exercised his body in toils of war, or his 
mind in the study of the sciences. By this he showed, 
that nothing does greater honour to a person of dis¬ 
tinction, of what quality or profession soever he be, 
than the adorning his mind with knowledge. Cicero, 
speaking of Scipio, says, 7 that he always had Xeno¬ 


i Appian. p. 85. 3 Strab. 1. xvii. p. 833. 

3 Page 831. 4 Page 733. 

* Scipio JEmilianus, vir avilis P. Africani paternisqne L. 
Pauli virtutibus similliraus, omnibus belli ac tug® dolibus, 
ingeniique ac studiorum eminentissimus sasculi sui, qui nihil 
in vita nisi laudandum aut fecit aut dixit aut sensit. Vcl. 

Paterc. 1. i. c. 12. 

« Neque enim quisquam hoc Scipione elegantiua inter¬ 

valla ne^oHornm otio dispunxit: semperque aut belli aut 

pacis serviit art ihufs, semper inter armn ac stadia versatns ant 

corpus pericuhs, nut animum discipline e.xercuil. lb. c. 13. 

’ Africanus semper Sccraticum Xcnophontem iu manibus 

habebat. Tusc. Q uccst. 1 . ii. n. 62. 


phon’s works in his hands, which are so famous foi 
the solid, and excellent instructions they contain, both 
in regard to war and policy. 

He owed this exquisite taste for polite learning and 
the sciences, 8 to the excellent education which Pau¬ 
las iEmilius bestowed on his children. He had put 
them under the ablest masters in every art; and did 
not spare any expense on that occasion, though his 
circumstances were very narrow: P. iEmilius himself 
was present at all their lessons, as often as the affairs 
of the state would permit; becoming, by this means, 
their chief preceptor. 

The intimate union between Polybius and Scipio 
ut the finishing stroke to the exalted qualities which, 
y the superiority of his genius and disposition, and 
the excellency of his education, were already the sub¬ 
ject of admiration. 9 Polybius, with a great number 
of Achaeans, whose fidelity the Romans suspected 
during the war with Perseus, was detained in Rome, 
where his merit soon caused his company to be covet¬ 
ed by all persons of the highest quality in that city. 
Scipio, when scarce eighteen, devoted himself entirely 
to Polybius ; and considered as the greatest felicity 
of his life, the opportunity he had of being instructed 
by so great a master, whose society he preferred to all 
the vain and idle amusements which are generally so 
alluring to young persons. 

Polybius’s first care was to inspire Scipio with an 
aversion for those equally dangerous and ignomini¬ 
ous pleasures, to which the Roman youth were so 
strongly addicted ; the greatest part of them being 
already depraved and corrupted by the luxury and li¬ 
centiousness which riches and new conquests had 
introduced in Rome. Scipio, during the first five 
years that he continued in so excellent a school, made 
the greatest improvement in it ; and despising the 
ridicule, as well as the pernicious examples, of per¬ 
sons of the same age with himself, he was looked 
upon, even at that time, as a model of discretion and 
wisdom. 

From hence, the transition was easy and natural to 
generosity, to a noble disregard of riches, and to a 
laudable use of them ; all virtues so requisite in per¬ 
sons of illustrious birth, and which Scipio carried to 
the most exalted pitch, as appears from some instances 
of this kind related by Polybius, which are highly 
worthy our admiration. 

jEmilia, 10 wife of the first Scipio Africanus, and 
mother of him who had adopted the Scipio mentioned 
here by Polybius, had bequeathed, at her death, a 
great estate to the latter. This lady, besides the 
diamonds and jewels which are worn by women of 
her high rank, possessed a great number of gold 
and silver vessels used in sacrifices, together with 
several splendid equipages, and a considerable num¬ 
ber of slaves of both sexes ; the whole suited to the 
opulence of the august house into which she had mar¬ 
ried. At her death, Scipio made over all those rich 
possessions to Papiria his mother, who, having been 
divorced a considerable time before by Paulus iEmi¬ 
lius, and not being in circumstances to support the 
dignity of her birth, lived in great obscurity, and never 
appeared in the assemblies or public ceremonies. But 
when she again frequented them with a magnificent 
train, this noble generosity of Scipio did him great 
honour, especially in the minds of the ladies, who 
expatiated on it in all their conversations, and in a 
city whose inhabitants,says Polybius, were not easily 
prevailed upon to part with their money. 

Scipio was no less admired on another occasion. 
He was bound, in consequence of the estate that had 
fallen to him by the death of his grandmother, to pay 
at three different times to the two daughters of Scipio, 
his grandfather by adoption, half their portions, which 
amounted to 50,000 French crowns. 11 The time for 
the payment of the first sum being expired, Scipio put 
the whole money into the hands of a banker. Tibe- 


8 Plut. in vit. iEmil. Panl. p. 258. 
s Excerp. e Polyb. p. 147—163. 

10 She was sister of Paulus iEmilius, father of the second 
Scipio Africanus. 

11 Or, 11,3501. sterling. 
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rius Gracchus and Scipio Nasica, who had married 
the two sisters, imagining that Scipio had made a 
mistake, went to him and observed, that the laws 
allowed him three years to pay this sum in, and at 
three diilerent times. Young Scipio answered, that 
he knew very well what the laws directed on this 
occasion; that they might indeed be executed in their 
greatest rigour towards strangers, but that friends 
and relations ought to treat one another with a more 
generous simplicity ; aad therefore desired them to 
receive the whole sum. They were struck with such 
admiration at the generosity of their kinsman, that in 
their return home, they reproached themselves for 
their narrow way of thinking, 1 at a time when they 
made the greatest figure, and had the highest regard 
paid to them, of any family in Rome. This generous 
action, says Polybius, was the more admired, because 
no person in Rome, so far from consenting to pay 
50,000 crowns before they were due, would pay even 
1000 before the lime for payment was elapsed. 

It was from the samfe noble spirit that, two years 
after, Paulus iEmilius his father being dead, he made 
over to his brother Fabius, who was not so wealthy as 
himself, the part of their father's estate which was his 
(Scipio’s) due (amounting to above 60,000 crowns) 2 
in order that there might not be so great a disparity 
betweeu his fortune and that of his brother. 

This Fabius being desirous to exhibit a show of 
gladiators after his father’s decease, in honour of his 
memory (as was the custom in that age,) and not 
being able to defray the expenses on this occasion, 
which amounted to a very heavy sum, Scipio made 
him a present of 15,000 3 crowns, in order to defray 
at least half the charges of it. 

The splendid presents which Scipio had made his 
mother Papiria, reverted to him, by law as well as 
equity, after her demise ; and his sisters, according to 
the. custom of those times, had not the least claim to 
them. Nevertheless, Scipio thought it would have 
been dishonourable in him, had he taken them back 
again. He therefore made over to his sisters what¬ 
ever he had presented to their mother, which amount¬ 
ed to a very considerable sum; and by' this fresh proof 
of his glorious disregard of wealth, and the tender 
friendship he had for his family, acquired the applause 
of the whole city. 

These different benefactions, which amounted alto- 
ether to a prodigious sum, seem to have received a 
righter lustre from the age in which he bestowed 
them, he being still very young ; and yet more from 
the circumstances of the time when they were pre¬ 
sented, as well as the kind and obliging carriage he 
assumed on those occasions. 

The incidents I have here related are so repugnant 
to the maxims of this age, that there might be reason 
to fear the reader would consider them merely as the 
rhetorical flourishes of an historian who was prejudiced 
in favour of his hero ; if it was not well known, that 
ihc predominant characteristic of Polybius, by whom 
they are related, is a sincere love for truth, and an 
utter aversion to adulation of every kind. In the very 
passage whence this relation is extracted, he has 
thougl t it necessary for him to be a little guarded, 
where he expatiates on the virtuous actions and rare 
qualities of Scipio ; and he observes, that as his writ¬ 
ings were to be perused by the Romans, who were 
perfectly well acquainted with all the particulars of 
this great man’s life, he could not fail of being con¬ 
victed by them, should he venture to advance any 
falseb md ; an affront,to which it is not probable that 
an author, who has ever so little regard for his repu¬ 
tation, would expose himself, especially if no advan¬ 
tage was to accrue to him from it. 

We have aleady observed, that Scipio had never 
given in to the fashionable debaucheries and excesses 
to whi h the young people at Rome so generally 
aband med themselves. But he was sufficiently com- 
pensat 1 for this self-denial of all destructive plea¬ 
sures, v the vigorous health he enjoyed all the rest 
of hi >th , which enabled him to taste pleasure of a 


a Or n.noo/. sterling. 3 Or, 3,375 l. sterling. 
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much purer and more exalted kind, and to perform 
the great actions that reflected so much glory upon 
him. 

Hunting, which was his darling exercise, contributed 
also very much to invigorate his constitution, and 
enabled him also to endure the hardest toils. Mace¬ 
donia, whither he followed his father, gave him an 
opportunity of indulging to the utmost of his desire 
his passion in this respect ; for the chase, which was 
the usual diversion of the Macedonian monarchs, 
having been laid aside for some years on account of 
the wars, Scipio found there an incredible quantity 
of game of every kind. Paulus Ahnilius, studious of 
procuring his son virtuous pleasures of every kind, in 
order to divert his mind from those which reason pro¬ 
hibits, gave him full liberty to indulge himself in his 
favourite sport, during all the time that the Roman 
forces continued in that country, after the victory he 
had gained over Perseus. Tiie illustrious youth em¬ 
ployed his leisure hours in an exercise which suited 
so well his age and inclination; and was as successful 
in this innocent war against the beasts of Macedonia, 
as his father had been in that which he had carried 
on against the inhabitants of the country. 

It was at Scipio’s return from Macedon, that he 
met with Polybius in Rome; and contracted the strict 
friendship with him, which was afterwards so benefi¬ 
cial to our young Roman; and did him almost as 
much honour in after-ages as all his conquests. We 
find, from history, that Polybius lived with the two 
brothers. One clay, when himself and Scipio were 
alone, the latter unbosomed himself freely to him, and 
complained, but in the mildest and most gentle terms, 
that he, in their conversations at table, always direct¬ 
ed himself to his brother Fabius, and never to him. 
Iam sensible , says he, that this indifference arises 
from your supposing, vnth all. our citizens, that 1 am 
a heedless young man, and wholly averse to the taste 
which now prevails in Rome, because 1 do not devote 
myself to the studies of the bar, nor cultivate the gra¬ 
ces of elocution. But how should I do this? 1 am 
told perpetually, that the Romans expect a general, 
and not an orator,from the house of the Scipios. 1 
will confess to you {pardon the sincerity with which 
1 reveal my thoughts ) that your coldness and indiffe¬ 
rence grieve me exceedingly. Polybius, surprised at 
this unexpected address, made Scipio the kindest 
answer; and assured the illustrious youth, that though 
he generally directed himself to his brother, yet this 
was not out of disrespect to him, but only because 
Fabius was the eldest; not to mention (continued 
Polybius), that, knowing that you possessed but one 
soul, I conceived that I addressed both when I spoke 
to either of you. He then assured Scipio, that he was 
entirely at his command; that with regard to the sci¬ 
ences, for which he discovered the happiest genius, 
he would have opportunities sufficient to improve 
himself in them from the great number of learned Gre¬ 
cians who resorted daily to Rome : but that as to the 
art of war, which was properly his profession, and 
his favourite study, he (Tolybius) might be of some 
little service to him. He had no sooner spoke these 
words than Scipio, grasping his hand in a kind of rap¬ 
ture ; 0 wfien, says he, shall I see the happy day, 

token, disengaged from all other avocations, and living 
with me, you will be so much my friend, as to direct 
your endeavours to improve my understanding and 
regulate my affections ? It is then I shall think 
myself worthy of my illustrious ancestors. From that 
time Polybius, oveijoyed to see so young a man breathe 
such noble sentiments, devoted himself particularly 
to our Scipio, who ever after paid him as much rev¬ 
erence as if he had been his father. 

However, Scipio did not esteem Polybius only as 
an excellent historian, but valued him much more, 
and reaped much greater advantages from him, as an 
able warrior and a profound politician. Accordingly, 
he consulted him on every occasion,-and always took 
his advice, even when he was at the head of bis army ; 
concerting in private w ith Polybius all the operations 
of the campaign, all the movements of the fnrers, all 
enterprises against the enemy, and the several mea¬ 
sures proper lor rendering them successful. 
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In a word,* it was the common report, that our 
illustrious Roman did not perform any great or good 
action without beiug under some obligation to Poly¬ 
bius *, nor even commit an error, except when he acted 
without consulting him. 

I request the reader to excuse this long digression, 
which may be thought foreign to my subject, as I am 
not writing the Roman history. However, it appear¬ 
ed to me so well adapted to the general design I pro¬ 
pose to myself in this work, viz. the cultivating and 
improving the minds of youth, that I could not forbear 
introducing it here, though I was sensible this is not 
directly its proper place. And indeed, these examples 
show, how important it is that young people should 
receive a liberal and virtuous education; and the great 
benefit they reap, by frequenting and corresponding 
early with persons of merit; for these were the foun¬ 
dations whereon were built the fame and glory which 
have rendered Scipio immortal. But above all, how 
noble a model for our age (in which the most incon¬ 
siderable and even trifling concerns often create feuds 
and animosities between brothers and sisters, and 
disturb the peace of families) is the generous disinter¬ 
estedness of Scipio; who, whenever he had an oppor¬ 
tunity of serving his relations, thought lightly of be¬ 
stowing the largest sums upon them! This excellent 
passage of Polybius had escaped me, by its not being 
inserted in the folio edition of his works. It belongs 
indeed naturally to that book, where, treating of the 
taste forsolid glory, I mentioned the contempt in which 
the ancients held riches, and the excellent use they 
made of them. I therefore thought myself indispensa¬ 
bly obliged to restore, on this occasion, to young stu¬ 
dents, what I could not but blame myself for omitting 
elsewhere. 

The Ilisloi'y of the Family and Posterity ofMasinissa. 

I promised, after finishing what related to the re¬ 
public of Carthage, to return to the family and pos¬ 
terity of Masinissa. This piece of history forms a 
considerable part of that of Africa, and therefore is 
not quite foreign to my subject. 

From the time that Masinissa had 
A. M. 3875. declared for the Romans under the 
A. Rom. 601. first Scipio, he had always adhered to 
that honourable alliance, with an al¬ 
most unparalleled zeal and fidelity. Finding his end 
approaching, be wrote to the proconsul of Africa, un¬ 
der whose standards the younger Scipio then fought, 
to desire that that Roman might be sent to him; add¬ 
ing, that he should die with satisfaction, if he could 
but expire in his arms, after having made him executor 
to his will. But believing that he should be dead 
before it could be possible for him to receive this con¬ 
solation, he sent for his wife and children, and spoke 
to them as follows: I know no other nation but the Ro¬ 
mans, and, among- this nation, no other family but that 
of the Scipios. / now, in my expiring moments, em¬ 
power Scipio JE7tiilianus to dispose, in an absolute 
manner, of all my possessions, and to divide my king¬ 
dom among my'children. / require, that whatever 
Scipio may decree, shall be executed as punctually as 
if I myself had appointed it by my will. After saying 
these words, he breathed his last, being upwards of 
ninety years of age. 2 

This prince, 3 during his youth, had met with strange 
reverses of fortune, having been dispossessed of his 
kingdom, obliged to fly from province to province, 
and a thousand times in danger of his life. Being 
supported, says the historian, by the divine protection, 
he was afterwards favoured, till his death, with a 
perpetual series of prosperity, unruffled by any sinister 
accident; for he not only recovered his own kingdom, 
but added to it that of'Syphax his enemy; and ex¬ 
tending his dominions from Mauritania, as far as 
Cyrene, he became the most powerful prince of all 
Africa. He was blessed, till he left the world, with 
tlie greatest health and vigour, which doubtless was 
owing to his extreme temperance, and the care he had 
taken to inure himself to fatigue. Though ninety 


t Pausan. in Arcad. 1. viii. p. 505. 
a App. p. Go. Val. Max. 1. v. c. 2. 


years of age, he performed all the exercises used by 
young men, 1 and always rode without a saddle; and 
Polybius observes (a circumstance preserved by Plu¬ 
tarch) 2 that the day after a great victory over the Car¬ 
thaginians, Masinissa was seen, sitting at the door of 
his tent, eating a piece of brown bread. 

He left fifty-four sons, 6 of whom three only were 
legitimate, viz. Micipsa, Gulussa, and Mastanabal. 
Scipio divided the kingdom between these three, and 
gave considerable possessions to the rest; but the 
two last dying soon after, Micipsa became sole pos¬ 
sessor of these extensive dominions. He had two 
sons, Adherbal and Hiempsal, and with them he edu¬ 
cated in his palace Jugurtha his nephew, Mastan* 
abal’s son, and took as much care of him as he did 
of his own children. This last-mentioned prince 
ossessed several eminent qualities, 7 which gained 
im universal esteem. Jugurtha, who was finely 
shaped and very handsome, of the most delicate wit 
and the most solid judgment, did not devote himself 
as young men commonly do, to a life of luxury and 
pleasure. He used to exercise himself with persons 
of his own age, in running, riding, and throwing the 
javelin; and though he surpassed all his companions, 
there was not one of them hut loved him. The chase 
was bis only delight; but it was that of lions and 
other savage beasts. To finish his character, he ex¬ 
celled in all things, and spoke very little of himself; 
Plurimum facere, et minimum ipse de se loqui. 

Merit so conspicuous, and so generally acknow¬ 
ledged, began to excite some anxiety in Micipsa. He 
saw himself in the decline of life, and his children 
very young. He knew the prodigious lengths which 
ambition is capable of going, when a crown is in 
view; 8 and that a man, with talents ranch inferior to 
those of Jugurtha, might be dazzled by so glittering 
a temptation, especially when united with such fa¬ 
vourable circumstances. In order therefore to remove 
a competitor so dangerous with regard to his children, 
he gave Jugurtha the command of the forces which 
he sent to the assistance of the Romans, who at that 
time were besieging Numantia, under the conduct of 
Scipio. Knowing Jugurtha was actuated by the 
most heroic bravery, he flattered himself, that he pro¬ 
bably would rush upon danger, and lose his life. 
However, he was mistaken. This young prince join¬ 
ed to an undaunted courage the utmost presence of 
mind; and, a circumstance very rarely found in per¬ 
sons of his age, he preserved a just medium between 
a timorous foresight and an impetuous rashness.® In 
this campaign, he won the esteem and friendship of 
the whole army. Scipio sent him back to his uncle 
with letters of recommendation, and the most advan¬ 
tageous testimonials of his conduct, after having given 
him very prudent advice with regard to the course 
which he ought to pursue: for,’knowing mankind so 
well, he in all probability had discovered certain 
sparks of ambition in that prince, which he feared 
would one day break out into a flame. 

Micipsa, pleased with the high character that was 
sent him ot his nephew, changed his behaviour to¬ 
wards him, and resolved, if possible, to win his af¬ 
fection by kindness. Accordingly he adopted him; 
and by his will, made him joint-heir witn his two 
sons. When he found his end approaching, he sent 


* Cicero introduces Cato speaking as follows of Masinis* 
sa’s vigorous constitution : Arbitror te audire, Scipio, hospes 
tuus Masinissa qua: faciat hodie nonaginta annos natus: 
cum ingressus iterpedibus sit , in equum omnino non ascen. 
dere; cum cquo , ex uquo non descendere; nulloimbre , nullo 
frigore adduci , ut capitc operto sit; summam esse in co cor • 
poris siccitatem. Itaque exequi omnia regis officia et mune- 
ra. De Senectute. 

* An seni gerenda sit Resp. p. 791. 

c Appian. p. 65. Val. Max. 1. v. c. 2. 

i All this history of Jugurtha is extracted from Sallust. 

* Terrebat eum natura mortalium avida imperii, et prse* 
ceps ad explendam animi cupidinem: prsaterea opportunitas 
su® liberorumque ®latis, qu® eliam mediocres viros spo 
pr®d® transversos agit. Sallust. 

s Ac sane, quod difficillimum imprimis est, et prsello stre- 
nuus erat,el bonus concilio; quorum allerum cx providential 
limorem, altcrum cx audacia temeritatem adferre plerum- 
que solet, 


3 App. p. 65. 
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for all three, and bid them draw near his bed, where, 
in presence of the whole court, he put Jugurtha in 
mind of all his kindness to him; conjuring him, in 
the name of the gods, to defend and protect, on all 
occasions, his children; who, being before related to 
him by the ties of blood, were now become his breth¬ 
ren, by his (Micipsa’s) bounty. He told him, 1 that 
neither arms nor treasure constitute the strength of 
a kingdom, but friends, who are not won by arms 
nor gold, but by real services and inviolable fidelity. 
Now where (says he) can we find better friends than 
our brothers'? And how can that man, who becomes 
an enemy to his relations, repose any confidence in, 
or depend on, strangers? He exhorted his sons to 
pay the highest reverence to Jugurtha; and to dispute 
no otherwise with him, than by their endeavour to 
equal, and, if possible, to surpass his exalted merit. 
He concluded with entreating them to observe for 
ever an inviolable attachment towards the Romans; 
and to consider them as their benefactor, their patron, 
and master. A few days after this, Mieipsa expired. 

Jugurtha soon threw off the mask, 
A. M. 3887. and began by ridding himself of Hi- 
A. Rom. 631. empsal, who had expressed himself 
to nim with great freedom, and there¬ 
fore he caused him to be murdered. This bloody 
action proved but too evidently to 
A. M. 3888. Adherbal what he himself might natu- 
A. Rom. 632. rally fear. Nnmidia is now divided, 
and sides severally with the two bro¬ 
thers. Mighty armies are raised by each party. 
Adherbal, after losing the greatest part of his for¬ 
tresses, is vanquished in battle, and forced to make 
Rome his asylum. However, this gave Jugurtha no 
very great uneasiness, as he knew that money was 
all-powerful in that city. He therefore sent deputies 
thither, with orders for them to bribe the chief sena¬ 
tors. In the first audience to which they were intro¬ 
duced, Adherbal represented the unhappy condition 
to which he was reduced, the injustice and barbarity 
of Jugurtha, the murder of his brother, the loss of 
almost all his fortresses; but the circumstance on 
which he laid the greatest stress was, the commands 
of his dying father, viz. to put his whole confidence 
in the Romans; declaring, that the friendship of this 
eople would be a stronger support both to himself and 
is kingdom, than all tne troops and treasures in the 
universe. His speech was of -a great length, and 
extremely pathetic. Jugurtha’s deputies made only 
the following answer: That Hiempsal had been kill¬ 
ed by the Numidians, because of his great cruelty; 
that Ad herbal was the aggressor, and yet, after having 
been vanquished was come to make complaints, be¬ 
cause he nad not committed all the excesses he de¬ 
sired; that their sovereign entreated the senate to 
form a judgment of his Behaviour and conduct in 
Africa, from that he had shown at Numantia; and 
to lay a greater stress on his actions, than on the ac¬ 
cusations of hjs enemies. But these ambassadors 
had secretly employed an eloquence much more pre¬ 
valent than that of words, which had not proved in¬ 
effectual. The whole assembly was for Jugurtha, a 
few senators excepted, who w r ere not so void of ho¬ 
nour as to be corrupted by money. The senate came 
to this resolution, That commissioners should be sent 
from Rome, to divide the provinces equally upon the 
spot between the two brothers. The reader will na¬ 
turally suppose, that Jugurtha was not sparing of his 
treasure on this occasion: the division was made to 
his advantage; and yet a specious appearance of 
equity was preserved. 

This first success of Jugurtha augmented his cou¬ 
rage, and increased his boldness. Accordingly, he 
attacked his brother by open force; and whilst the 
latter loses his time in sending deputations to the 
Romans, he storms several fortresses; carries on his 
conquests; and, after defeating Adherbal, besieges 


t Non exercitus, neque thesauri, pr*sul!a regni sunt, ve- 
rum amici; quos neque armis cogere, neque auro parare 

? ucas ; officio et fide pariuotur. Quis autem amicior quam 
rater fratri ? aut quern. alienum fidum invenies, si tuis hos- 
tis fueris? 
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him in Cirtha, the capital of his kingdom. During 
this interval, ambassadors arrived from Rome, with 
orders, in the name of the senate and people, to the 
two kings, to lay down their arms, and cease all hos¬ 
tilities. Jugurtha, after protesting that he would 
obey, with the most profound reverence and submis¬ 
sion, the commands of the Roman people, added, 
that he did not believe it was their intention to hinder 
him from defending his own life, against the treache¬ 
rous snares which his brother had laid for it. He con¬ 
cluded with saying, that he would send ambassadors 
forthwith to Rome,to inform the senateof hisconduct. 
By this vague answer he eluded tbeir orders, and 
would not even permit the deputies to wait upon Ad¬ 
herbal. 

Though the latter was so closely blocked up in his 
capital, he yet found means to send to Rome, 2 to 
implore the assistance of the Romans against his 
brother, who had besieged him five months, and in¬ 
tended to take away his life. Some senators were of 
opinion, that war ought to be proclaimed immediately 
against Jugurtha; but still his influence prevailed, and 
the Romans only ordered an embassy to be sent, com¬ 
posed of senators of the highest distinction, among 
whom was iEmilius Scaurus, a factions man, who 
had a great ascendant over the nobility, and concealed 
the blackest vices under the specious appearance of 
virtue. Jugurtha was terrified at first; but he again 
found an opportunity to elude their demands, and ac¬ 
cordingly sent them back without coming to any 
conclusion. Upon this, Adherbal, who had lost all 
hopes, surrendered upon condition of having his life 
spared; nevertheless, he was immediately murdered 
with a great number of Numidians. 

But tnough the greatest part of the people at Rome 
were struck with horror at this news, Jugurtha’s 
money again obtained him defenders in the senate. 
However, C. Memmius, the tribune of the people, an 
active man, and one who hated the nobility, prevailed 
with the people, not to suffer so horrid a crime to go 
unpunished; and, accordingly, war being proclaimed 
against Jugurtha, Calpurnius Bestia the consul was 
appointed to carry it on. He was endued with ex¬ 
cellent qualities, 3 but they were all 
depraved and rendered useless by his A. M. 3894, 
avarice. Scaurus set out with him. A. Rom. 638. 
They at first took several towns; but Ant. J.C. 110. 
Jugurtha’s bribes cheeked the pro¬ 
gress of these conquests; and Scaurus himself, 4 who 
till now had expressed the strongest animosity against 
this prince, could not resist so powerful an attack. 
A treaty was therefore concluded; Jugurtha feigned 
to submit to the Romans, and thirty elephants, some 
horses, with a very inconsiderable sum of money, were 
delivered to the questor. 

But now the indignation of the people in general 
at Rome displayed itself in the strongest manner. 
Memmius the tribune inflamed them by his speeches. 
He caused Cassius, who was prastor, to be appointed 
to attend Jugurtha; and to engage him to come to 
Rome, under the guarantee of the Romans, in order 
that an inquiry might be made in his presence, who 
those persons were that had taken bribes. Accord¬ 
ingly Jugurtha was forced to come to Rome. The 
sight of him raised the anger of the people still high¬ 
er; but a tribune having been bribed, he prolonged 
the session, and at last dissolved it. A Nuinicnan 
prince, grandson of Masinissa, called Massiva, being 
at that time in the city, was advised to solicit for Ju¬ 
gurtha’s kingdom; which, coming to the .ears of the 


a He chose two of the nimblest of those who had followed 
him into Cirtha ; and these, induced by the great rewards 
he promised them, and pitying his uDhappy circumstances, 
undertook to pass through the enemy’s camp, in the night, 
to the neighbouring shore, and from thence to Rome. Ez 
iis qui una Cirtarn profugerant , duos mazime impigros de¬ 
legit : eos, multa pollicendo , ac miserando casuvi snum , con* 
firmat, uti per hostium munitiones noetu adprozimum mare^ 
dein Romam pergerent. Sallust. 

a iMuItte boiicDque arics animi et corporis erant, quas cm- 
nes avariliaprzepediebat. 

4 Magnitudine pecuni® a bono lionestoqua in pravum 
abstraetus est. 
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latter, he caused him to be assassinated in the midst 
of Rome. The murderer was seized and delivered 
up to the civil magistrate, and Jugurtha was com¬ 
manded to depart Italy. Upon leaving the city, he 
cast back his eyes several times towards it, and 
said, Rome would sell itself, could it meet with a pur¬ 
chaser; and were one to be founds it were inevitably 
ruined J 

And now the war broke out anew. At first the in¬ 
dolence, or perhaps connivance, of Albinus the consul, 
made it go on very slowly; but afterwards, when he 
returned to Rome to hold the public assemblies, 2 the 
Roman army, by the unskilfulness of his brother Au- 
lus, having marched into a defile from whence there 
was no getting out, surrendered ignominiouslv to the 
enemy, w r ho forced the Romans to submit to the cere¬ 
mony of passing under the yoke, and made them en¬ 
gage to leave Numidia in ten days. 

The reader will naturally imagine in what light so 
shameful a peace, concluded without the authority of 
the people, was considered at Rome. They could not 
flatter themselves with the hope of being successful in 
this war, till the conduct of it was given to L. Metel¬ 
lus the consul. To all the rest of the virtues which 
constitute the great captain, 3 he added a perfect disre¬ 
gard of wealth; a quality most essentially requisite 
against such an enemy as Jugurtha,wbo hitherto had 
ahvaysbeen victorious, rather by money than his sword. 
But the African monarch found Metellus as invincible 
in this, as in all other respects. He therefore was 
forced toventurebis life, and exerthis utmost bravery, 
through the defect of an expedient which nowbegan 
to fail him. Accordingly, he signalized himself in a 
surprising manner; and showed in this campaign, all 
that could be expected from the courage, abilities, and 
attention, of an illustrious general, to whom despair 
adds new vigour, and suggests new lights: he was, 
however, unsuccessful, because opposed by a consul, 
who did not suffer the most inconsiderable error to es¬ 
cape him, nor ever let slip an opportunity of taking 
advantage of the enemy. 

Jugurtha’s greatest concern was, how to secure him¬ 
self from traitors. From the time he had been told 
that Boniilcar, in whom he reposed the utmost confi¬ 
dence, had a design upon his life, he enjoyed no peace. 
He did not believe himself safe any where; but all 
things, by day as well as by night, the citizen as well 
as the foreigner, were suspected by him; and the 
blackest terrors sat for ever brooding over his mind. 
He never got a wink of sleep, except by stealth; and 
often changed his bed in a manner unbecoming his 
rank. Starting sometimes from his slumbers, he would 
snatch his sword, and utter loud cries; so strongly 
was he haunted by fear, which almost drove him to 
frenzy. 

Marius was Metellus’s lieutenant. His boundless 
ambition induced him to endeavour to lessen his gene- 
ral’s character secretly in the minds of hi3 soldiers; 
and becoming soon his professed enemy and slanderer, 
he at last, by the most grovelling and perfidious arts, 
prevailed so far as to supplant Metellus, and get him¬ 
self nominated in his room, to carry on the war against 
Jugurlha. With what strength of mind soever Metel¬ 
lus might he endowed on other occasions, he was 
totally dejected by this unforeseen blow, which even 
forced tears from his eyes, and compelled him to utter 
such expressions as were altogether unworthy so great 
a man. 4 There was something very dark and vile in 
Marius’s conduct, and displays ambition in its native 
and genuine colours, and shows tnat it extinguishes, 
in those who abandon ihemselves to it, all sense of 
honour and integrity. Metellus having anxiously en- 


i Postquam Ro 7 na egressns est, s<tpe tacit ns eo respiciens, 
postremo dixisse: Urbem venalem et mature perituram, si 
emptorem invenerit. 

a For circling magistrates. Sal. 

• In Nnmidiam prcfieiscilur, magna speemum cum prop¬ 
ter arte? bonas, turn nrnime quod advcisum diviuas invi- 
tum ar.imem gerthat. 

4 Qti ill vi 5 rebus supra bon tun atque boncslum pcrculsus, 

neque lacbrymns tencre, neque nuidt’rari linguam: viregre- 

gius in aliis artibus, nimis molliter acgiitudinem pati. 


deavoured to avoid a man whose sight he could not 
bear, arrived in Rome, and was re¬ 
ceived there with universal acclama- A. M. 3898. 
tions. A triumph was decreed him, A. Rom. 642. 
and the surname of Numidicus con¬ 
ferred upon him. 

I thought it would be proper to reserve for the Ro¬ 
man history, a particular account of the events that 
happened in Africa, under Metellu9 and Marius, all 
of which are very circumstantially described by Sal¬ 
lust, in his admirable history of Jugurlha. I therefore 
hasten to the conclusion of this war. 

Jugurtha being greatly distressed in his affairs,had 
recourse to Bocchus,kingofMauritania, whose daugh¬ 
ter he had married. This country extends from Nu¬ 
midia, as far as beyond the shores of the Mediterra¬ 
nean opposite to Spain. 5 The Roman name was 
scarce known in it, and the people were absolutely un¬ 
known to the Romans. Jugurtha insinuated to his 
father-in-law, that should he suffer Numidia to be con¬ 
quered, his kingdom would doubtless be involved in 
its ruin; especially as the Romans, who were sworn 
enemies to monarchy, seemed to have vowed the de¬ 
struction of all the thrones in the universe. He there¬ 
fore prevailed with Bocchus to enter into a league 
with nim; and accordingly received, on different oc¬ 
casions, very considerable succours from that king. 

This confederacy, which was cemented on either 
side by no other tie than that of interest, had never 
been strong; and a last defeat which Jugurtha met 
with broke at once all the bands of it. Bocchus now 
meditated the dark design of delivering up his son-in- 
law to the Romans. For this purpose he desired Ma¬ 
rius to send him a trusty person. Sylla, who was an 
officer of uncommon merit, and served under him as 
questor, was thought every way qualified for this ne- 
ociation. He was not afraid to put himself into the 
ands of the barbarian king; and accordingly set out 
for his court. Being arrived, Bocchus, who, like the 
rest of his countrymen, did not pride himself on sin¬ 
cerity, and was for ever projecting new designs, debat¬ 
ed within himself, whether it xvould not be his interest 
to deliver up Sylla to Jugurtha. He was a long time 
fluctuating in this uncertainty, and conflicting with a 
contrariety of sentiments: and the sudden changes 
which displayed themselves in his countenance, in his 
air, and in his whole person, showed evidently how 
strongly his mind was affected. At length returning 
to his first design, he made his terms with Sylla, and 
delivered up Jugurtha into Lis hands, who was sent 
immediately to Marius. 

Sylla, 6 says Plutarch, 7 acted on this occasion, like 
a young man fired with a strong thirst of glory, the 
sweets of which he had just begun to taste. Iustead 
of ascribing to the general under whom he fought all 
the honour of this event, as his duty required, and 
which ought to be an inviolable maxim, he reserved 
the greater part of it to himself, and had a ring made, 
which he always wore, wherein he was represented 
receiving Jugurtha from the hands of Bocchus; and 
this ring he used ever after as his signet. But Ma¬ 
rius was so highly exasperated at this kind of insult, 
that be could never forgive him; and this circumstance 
gave rise to the implacable hatred between these two 
Romans, which afterwards broke out with so much 
fury, and cost the republic so much blood. 

Marius entered Rome in triumph, 3 
exhibiting such a spectacle to the Ro- A. M. 3901. 
mans, as they could scarce believe A. Rom. 645. 
they saw', when it passed befor* their Ant. J. C. 103 
eyes; I mean Jugurtha in chains: 
that so formidable an enemy, during whose life, they 
had not dared to flatter themselves with the hopes of 
being able to put an end to this war; so well was hi> 
courage sustained by stratagem and artifice, and hi 1 
genius so fruitful in finding newexpedients, even when 
his affairs were most desperate. We are told, that 


6 Now comprehending Fez, Morocco, &e. 

« Flut. in vit. RTarii. 
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Jugurtha ran distracted, as he was walking in the 
triumph; that after the ceremony was ended, he was 
thrown into prison; and that the Iictors were so eager 
to seize his robe, that they rent it in several pieces, and 
tore away the tips of his ears, to get the rich jewels 
with which they were adorned. In this condition, he 
was cast, quite naked, and in the utmost terror, into a 
deep dungeon, where he spent six days in struggling 
with hunger and the fear of death, retaining a strong 
desire of life to his last gasp; an end, continues Plu¬ 
tarch, worthy of his wicked deeds, Jugurtha having 
been always of opinion, that the greatest crimes might 
be committed to satiate his ambition; ingratitude, per¬ 
fidy, black treachery, and inhuman barbarity. 

Juba, king of Mauritania, reflected so much honour 
on polite literature and the sciences, that I could not, 
without impropriety, omit him in the history of the fa¬ 
mily of Masimssa, to whom his father, who also was 
named Juba, was great-grandson, and grandson of 
Gulussa. The elder Juba signalized himself in the 
war between Csesar and Pompey, by his inviolable at¬ 
tachment to the party of the latter.- He slew himself 
after the battle of Thapsus, in which 
A. M. 3959. his forces and those of Scipio were en- 
A. Rom. 703. lirelv defeated. Juba, his son, then 
a child, was delivered up to the con¬ 
queror,and was oneofthe mostconspicuousornaments 
of his triumph. It appears from history, that a noble 
education was bestowed upon Juba in Piome, where 


he imbibed such a variety of knowledge, as afterwards 
equalled him to the most learned among the Grecians. 
He did not leave that city till he went to take posses¬ 
sion of his father’s dominions. Augustus restored 
them to him, when, by the death of 
Marc Antony, the provinces of the A. M. 3974. 
empire were absolutely at his disposal. A. Rom. 719. 
Juba, by the lenity of his government, Ant. J. C.30. 
gained the hearts of all his subjects; 
who, out of a grateful sense of the felicity they had en¬ 
joyed during his reign, ranked him in the number of 
their gods. Pausanias sneaks of a statue which the 
Athenians erected in his honour. It was indeed just, 
that a city, which had been consecrated in all ages to 
the Muses, should give public testimonies of its esteem 
for a king* who made so bright a figure among the 
learned. Suidas ascribes several works to this prince, 
of which only the fragments are now extant. 1 He had 
written the history oi Arabia; the antiquities of Assy¬ 
ria, and those of the Romans; the history of theatres, 
of painting and painters; of the nature and properties 
of different animals; of grammar, and similar subjects; 
a catalogue of all which is given in Abbe Sevin’s short 
dissertation on the life and works of the younger Juba, 2 
whence I have extracted these few particulars. 


1 In voco ’le/S*?. 

2 Vol. iv. of the Memoirs of the Academy of Belles Let- 
tres, p. 457. 
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HISTORY OF THE ASSYRIANS. 


BOOK III. 


This hook will contain the history of the Assyrian empires 
both of Nineveh and Bahylon, the kingdom of the Modes 
and the kingdom of the Lydians. 

For the author’s Introduction to this part of the work, see 
Preface, page 21. 


CHAPTER I. 

TIIE FIRST EMPIRE OF THE ASSYRIANS. 


SECTION I.— DURATION OF THAT EMPIRE. 

THE Assyrian empire was undoubtedly one of the 
most powerful in the world. With respect to its 
duration, two opinions have chiefl} r prevailed. Some 
authors, as Ctesias, whose opinion is followed by 
Justin, gave it a duration of 1300 years: others 
reduce it to 520, of which number is Herodotus. The 
diminution, or probably the interruption of power, 
which happened in this vast empire, might possibly 
give occasion to this difference of opinions, and may 
perhaps serve in some measure to reconcile them. 

The history of those early times 3 is so obscure, the 
monuments which convey it down to us so contrary 
to each other, and the systems of the moderns upon 

* They that are curious to make deeper researches into 
this matter, may read tho dissertations of Abb6 Bauier and 


that matter so different, that it is difficult to lay 
down any opinion about it, as certain and incontesta¬ 
ble. But where certainty is not to be had, I suppose a 
reasonable person will be satisfied with probability; 
and, in my opinion, a man can hardly be deceived, 
if he makes the Assyrian empire equal in antiquity 
with the city of Babylon, its capital. Now we learn 
from the Holy Scripture, that this was built by Nim¬ 
rod, who certainly was a great conqueror, and in all 
probability the first and most ancient of all those who 
have ever aspired after that denomination. 

The Babylonians, 4 as Callisthenes, a philosopher 
in Alexander’s retinue, wrote to Aristotle, reckoned 
themselves at least to be 1903 years’ standing when 
that prince entered triumphant into Babylon; which 
makes their origin reach back to the year of the 
world 1771, that is to say, 115 years after the deluge. 
This computation comes within a few years of the 
time in which we suppose Nimrod to have founded 
that city. Indeed, this testimony of Callisthenes, as 
it does not agree with any other accounts of that 
matter, is not esteemed authentic by the learned; but 
the conformity we find between it and the Holy 


M. Freret upon the Assyrian empire, in the Memoirs of the 

Academy of Belles Lettrcs; for the first see Tome 3, and 

for the other. Tome 5; as also what Father Tournemine 
has written upon this subject in his edition of Mcnocliius. 

4 Porphyr. apud Simplic. in lib. ii. de ccelo 
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Scriptures should make us regard it. Upon these 
grounds, I think we may allow Nimrod to have been 
the founder of the first Assyrian empire, which sub¬ 
sisted with more or less extent and glory upwards of 
1450 years, 1 from the time of Nimrod to that of Sar- 
danapalus, the last king, that is to say, from the year 
of the world 1800 to the year 3257. 

Nimrod. He is the same with 
A. M. 1300. Belus, 2 who was afterwards wor- 
Ant. J. C. 2204. shipped as a god under that ap¬ 
pellation. 

He was the son of Chus, grandson of Ham, and 
great-grandson of Noah. He was, says the Scripture, 
a mighty hunter before the Lord. 3 In applying himself 
to this laborious and dangerous exercise, he had two 
things in view; the first was, to gain the people’s 
affection by delivering them from the fury and dread 
of wild beasts; the next was to train up numbers of 
young people 'by this exercise of hunting to endure 
labour and hardship, to form them to the use of arms, 
to inure them to a kind of discipline and obedience, 
that at a proper time, after they Had been accustomed 
to his orders and seasoned in arms, he might make 
use of them for other purposes more serious than 
hunting. 

In ancient history we find some footsteps remaining 
of this artifice of Nimrod, whom the writers have 
confounded with Ninus, his son: for Diodorus has 
these words: 4 Ninus, the most ancient of the Assyrian 
kings mentioned in history^performed great actions. 
Being naturally of a icarlike disposition , and ambi¬ 
tious of the glory that results from valour, he armed 
a considerable number of youngmen , that were brave 
and vigorous like himself; trained them up a long 
time in laborious exercises and hardships, and by that 
means accustomed them to bear the fatigues of war 
patiently , and to face dangers with courage and in¬ 
trepidity. 

What the same author adds, 6 that Ninus entered 
into an alliance with the king of the Arabs, and joined 
forces with him, is a piece of ancient tradition, w hich 
informs us, that the sons of Chus, and by consequence 
the brothers of Nimrod, all settled themselves in 
Arabia, along the Persian Gulf, from Havilah to the 
Ocean; and lived near enough to their brother to lend 
him succours, or to receive them from him. And 
what the same historian farther says of Ninus, that 
he was the first king of the Assyrians, agrees exactly 
with what the Scripture says of Nimrod, that he began 
to be mighty upon the earth; that is, he procured him¬ 
self settlements, built cities, subdued his neighbours, 
united different people under one and the same au¬ 
thority, by the band of the same polity and the same 
laws, and formed them into one state; which, for 
these early times, was of a considerable extent though 
bounded by the rivers Euphrates and Tigris; and 
which in succeeding ages, made new acquisitions 
by degrees, and at length extended its conquests 
very far. 

The capital city of Ins kingdom , says the Scripture, 
was Babylon. 6 Most of the profane historians ascribe 
the founding of Babylon to Semiramis, 7 others to 
Belus. It is evident, that both the one and the other 
are mistaken, if they speak of the first founder of 
that city; for it owes its beginning neither to Semi- 
ramis nor to Nimrod, but to the foolish vanity of 
those persons mentioned in Scripture, 8 w ho desired to 
build a tower and a city, that should render their 
memory immortal. 

Josephus relates, 9 upon the testimony of a Sibyl 
(who must have been very ancient, and whose fictions 
cannot be imputed to the indiscreet zeal of any 
Christians), that the gods threw down the tower by 


1 Here l depart from the opinion of Archbishop Usher, 
myordinary guide, with respect to the duration uf the As¬ 
syrian empire, which he supposes, with Herodotus, to have 
lasted hut 520 years; but the time when Nimrod lived and 
Sardanapalus died, I take from him. 
a Belus or Baal signifies Lord. 8 Gen. x. 9. 

4 Lib. ii. p. SO. t Lib. ii. p. 90. « Gen. x. 10. 

»Semiramis earn condiderat, vel ut pleriqne tradidere, 
Belus, cujus regia ostenditur. Q. Curt. lib. v. c. 1. 

« Gen. xi. 4. ® Hist. Jud. 1. i. c. 4. 


an impetuous wind, or a violent hurricane. Had this 
been the case, Nimrod’s temerity must have been still 
greater, to rebuild a city and a tower which God 
himself had overthrown with such marks of his dis¬ 
pleasure. But the Scripture says no such thing; and 
it is very probable, the building remained in the con¬ 
dition it was, when God put an end to the work by the 
confusion oflangviages; and that the tower consecrated 
to Belus, which is described by Herodotus, 10 was this 
very tower, which the sons of men pretended to raise 
to the clouds. 

It is farther probable, that this ridiculous design 
having been defeated by such an astonishing prodigy 
as none could be the author of but God himself, every 
body abandoned the place, which had given Him of¬ 
fence ; and that Nimrod was the first who encompassed 
it afterwards with walls, settled therein his friends and 
confederates, and subdued those that lived round 
about it, beginning his empire in that place, but not 
confining it to so narrow a compass: Fuiiprincipium 
regni ejus Babylon. The other cities, which the 
Scripture speaks of in the same place, were in the 
land of Shinar, which was certainly the province of 
which Babylon became the metropolis. 

From this country he went into that which has the 
name of Assyria, and there built Nineveh; Be terra 
ilia egressus est Assur , et cedificavit Nineveh.* 1 This 
is the sense in which many learned men understand the 
word Assur, looking upon it as the name of a pro¬ 
vince and not of the first man who possessed it; as if it 
were egressus est in Assur , in Assyriam. And this 
seems to be the most natural construction, for many 
reasons not necessary to be recited in this place. The 
country of Assyria is described, in one of the prophets, 12 
by the particularcharacterofbeingtheland ofNimrod: 
Etpaseent ierram Assur in gladio, et terram JVimrod 
in lancets ejus; el liberabil ab Assur, cum vencrit in 
terram nostrum. It derived its name from Assur, the 
son of Shem, who without doubt had settled himself 
and family there, and was probably driven out, or 
brought under subjection by the usurper Nimrod. 

The conqueror having possessed himself of the pro¬ 
vinces of Assur, 13 did not ravage them like a tyrant, 
but filled them with cities, and made himself as much 
beloved by his new subjects, as he wa9 by his old 
ones; so that the historians, 14 who have not examined 
into the bottom of this affair, have thought that he 
made use of the Assyrians to conquer the Babylonians. 
Among other cities, he built one more large and mag¬ 
nificent than the rest, which he called Nineveh, from 
the name of his son Ninns, in order to immortalize his 
memory. The son, in his turn, out of veneration for 
his father, was willing that they who had served him 
as their king should adore him as their god, and 
induce other nations to render him the same worship. 
For it appears evident, that Nimrod is the famous 
Belus of the Babylonians, the first king whom the 
people deified for his great actions, and who showed 
others the way to that sort of immortality which human 
acquirements are supposed capable of bestowing. 

I intend to speak of the mighty strength and great¬ 
ness of the cities of Babylon and Nineveh, under the 
kings to whom their building is ascribed by profane 
authors, because the scripture says little or nothing 
on that subject. This silence of Scripture, so little 
satisfactory to our curiosity, may become an instruc¬ 
tive lesson to our piety. The holy penman has placed 
Nimrod and Abraham, as it were, in one view before 
us; and seems to have put them so near together on 
purpose, that we should see an example in the former 
of what is admired and coveted by men, and in the 
latter of what is acceptable and well pleasing to God. 
These two persons, so unlike one another, are the 
first two ana chief citizens of two different cities, built 
on different motives, and with different principles; 15 
the one self-love, and a desire of temporal advantages, 


Lib. i. c. 181. ii Gen. x. 11. ** Mic. v. 6. 

i* Gen. x. 11, 12. i< Diod. 1. ii. p. 90. 

lS Fecerunt civitates duas amores duo: terrenam scilicet 
amor sui usque ad contemptum Dei: ccelestem vero amor 
Dei usque ad contemptum sui. S. Aug. de Civ. Dei, lib. 
xiv. o. 23. 
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carried even to the contemning 1 of the Deity; the other, 
the love of God, even to the contemningof one’s self. 

NiJVUS. I have already observed, that most of the 
profane authors look upon him as the first founder of 
the Assyrian empire, and for that reason ascribe to him 
a great part of his father Nimrod’s or Belus’s actions. 

Having a design to enlarge his conquests, 1 the first 
thing he did was to prepare troops and officers capable 
of promoting his designs. And havingreceived power¬ 
ful succors from the Arabians his neighbours, he took 
the field, and in the space of seventeen years conquered 
a vast extent of country, from Egypt as far as India and 
Bactriana, which he did not then venture to attack. 

At his return,before he entered upon any new con¬ 
quests, he conceived the design of immortalizing his 
name by the building of a city answerable to the great¬ 
ness of his power; he called it Nineveh, and built it 
on the eastern banks of the Tigris. 2 Possibly he did 
no more than finish the work his father had begun. 
His design, says Diodorus, was to make Nineveh the 
largest and noblest city in the world, and to put it out 
of the power of those that came after him ever to build 
or hope to build such another. Nor was he deceived 
in his view; for never did any city come up to the 
greatness and magnificence of this: it was 150 stadia 
(or eighteen miles three quarters) in length, and ninety 
stadia (or eleven miles and one quarter) in breadth: 
and consequently was an oblong square. Its circum¬ 
ference was 480 stadia, or sixty miles. For this reason 
we find it said in the prophet Jonah, that Nineveh was 
an exceeding" great city, of three days'journey p which 
is to be understood of the whole circuit or compass of 
the city. 4 the walls of it were 100 feet high, and 
of so considerable a thickness, that three chariots 
might go abreast upon them with ease. They were 
fortified and adorned with 1500 towers 200 feet high. 

After he had finished this prodigious work, he re¬ 
sumed his expedition against the Bactrians. His 
army according to the relation of Ctesias, consisted 
of 1,700,000 foot, 200,000 horse, and about 16,000 
chariots armed with scythes. Diodorus adds that this 
ought not to appear incredible, since, not to mention 
the innumerable armies of Darius and Xerxes, the 
city of Syracuse alone in the time of Dionysius the 
Tyrant, furnished 120,000 foot, and 12,000 horse, be¬ 
sides 400 vessels well equipped and provided. And a 
little before Hannihal’s time, Italy, including the citi¬ 
zens and allies, was able to send into the field near 
1,000,000 of men. Ninus made himself master of a 
great number of cities, and at last laid siege to Bac- 
tria, the capital of the country. Here he would proba¬ 
bly have seen all his attempts miscarry, had it not 
been for the diligence and assistance of Semiramis, 
wife to one of his chief officers, a woman of an un¬ 
common courage, and peculiarly exempt from the 
weakness of her sex. She was born at Ascalon, a 
city of Syria. I think it needless to recite the account 
Diodorus gives of her birth, and of the miraculous 
manner of her being nursed and brought up by pi¬ 
geons, since that historian himself looks upon it only 
as a fabulous story. It was Semiramis that directed 
Ninus howto attack the citadel, and by her means he 
took it, and thus became master of the city, in which 
he found immense treasure. The husband of Semi- 
ramis having killed himself, to prevent the effects of 
the king’s threats and indignation, who had conceived 
a violent passion for his wife, Ninus married her. 

After his return to Nineveh, he had a son by her, 
whom he called Ninyas. Not long after this he died, 
and left the queen the government of the kingdom. 
She, in honour of his memory, erected a magnificent 
monument, which remained a long time after the ruin 
of Nineveh. 

I find no appearance of truth in what some authors 


* Diod. 1. ii. p. 90—95. 

4 Diodorus says it was on the banks of the Enphrates, 
and speaks of it as if it was so, in many places ; but he is 
mistaken. » Jon. iii. 3. 

* It is hard to believe that Diodorus does not speak of 
the extent of Nineveh with some exaggeration; therefore 
some learned men have reduced the stadium to little more 
than one half, and reckon fifteen of them to the Roman mile 
instead of eight, the usual computation. 


relate concerning the manner of Semiramis’s coming 
to the throne. 5 According to them, having secured 
the chief men of the state, and attached them to her 
interest b} r her henefactions and promises, she soli¬ 
cited the king with great importunity to put the sove¬ 
reign power into her hands for the space of five days. 
He yielded to her entreaties, and all the provinces of 
the empire were commanded to obey Semiramis. 
These orders were executed but too exactly for the 
unfortunate Ninus, who was put to death, either im¬ 
mediately, or after some years’ imprisonment. 

Semiramis. This princess applied all her thoughts 
to immortalize her name, 6 and to cover the meanness 
of her extraction by the greatness of her enterprises. 
She proposed to herself to surpass all her predecessors 
in magnificence, and to that end she undertook the 
building of the mighty Babylon, 7 in which work she 
employed 2,000,000 of men, which were collected out 
of all the provinces of her vast empire. Some of her 
successors endeavoured to adorn that city with new 
works and embellishments. I shall here speak of 
them altogether, in order to give the reader a more 
clear and distinct idea of that stupendous city. 

The principal works w’hich rendered Babylon so 
famous, are tne walls of the city; the quays and the 
bridge; the lake, banks, and canals, made for the 
draining of the river: the palaces, hanging gardens, 
and the temple of Belus; tvorks of such a surprising 
magnificence, as is scarce to be comprehended. Dr. 
Prideaux having treated this subject with great extent 
and learning, I have only to copy, or rather abridge 
him 

I. The Walls. 

Babylon stood on a large plain, 8 in a very fat and 
rich soil. The walls were every way prodigious. 
They were in thickness eighty-seven feet, in height 
350, and in compass 480 furlongs, w hich make sixty 
of our miles. These walls were drawn round the 
city in the form of an exact square, each side of which 
was 120 furlongs 9 or fifteen miles, in length, and all 
built of large bricks cemented together with bitumen, 
a glutinous slime arising out of the earth of that coun¬ 
try, which binds much stronger and firmer than mor¬ 
tar, and soon grows much harder than the bricks or 
stones themselves which it cements together. 

These walls were surrounded or. the outside with 
a vast ditch, full of water, and lined with bricks on 
both sides. The earth that tvas dug out of it made 
the bricks wherewith the walls were built; and there¬ 
fore, from the vast height and breadth of the walls 
may be inferred the greatness of the ditch. 

In every side of this great square were tw T entv-five 
gates, that is, 100 in all, which were all made of solid 
brass; and hence it is, that when God promises to 
Cyrus the conquest of Babylon, he tells him, 10 that he 
would break in pieces before him the gates of brass. 
Between every two of these gates were three towers, 
and four more at the four corners of this great square, 
and three between each of these corners and the next 
gate on either side; every one of these towers was ten 
teet higher than the walls. But this is to be under¬ 
stood only of those parts of the wall where there was 
need of tow - ers. 

From the twenty-five gates in each side of this 
great square went tw enty-five streets, in straight lines 
to the gates, which were directly over against them, 
in the opposite side; so that the whole number of the 
streets was fifty, each fifteen miles long, whereof 
twenty-five went one way, and twenty-five the other, 
directly crossing each other at right angles. And be- 


5 Pint, in Bffor. p. 753. 6 Diod. 1. ii. p. 9.5. 

■» We arc not to wonder, if we find the founding of a city 
ascribed to different persons. It is common even among tba 

profane writers, to say, Such a prince built such a city, 

whether be was the person that first founded it, or that only 
embellished or enlarged it. 

9 Herod. 1. i. c. 178, 180. Diod. 1. ii. p. 95, 96. Q. Curt 
1 . v. c. 1. 

s I relate things as I find them in the ancient authors, 
which Dean Prideaux - has also done ; but I cannot help be¬ 
lieving that great abatements are to be made in what they 
say as to the immense extent of Babylon and Nineveh. 

Isa. xlv. 2. 
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sides these, there were also four half streets, which 
had houses only on one side, and the wall on the other; 
these went round the four sides of the city next the 
walls, and were each of them 200 feet broad; the rest 
were about 150. By these streets thus crossing each 
other, the whole city was cut out into 676 squares, 
each of which was four furlongs and a half on every 
side, that is, two miles and a quarter in circumfer¬ 
ence. Round these squares, 1 on every side towards 
the street,stood the houses (which were not contigu¬ 
ous, but had void spaces between them,) all built three 
or four stories liwh, and beautified with all manner of 
ornaments towards the streets. The space within, in 
the middle of each square, was likewise all void 
ground, employed for yards, gardens, and other such 
uses; so that Babylon was greater in appearance 
than reality, near one half of the city being taken up 
in gardens and other cultivated lands, as we are told 
by Q. Curtius. 

II. The Quays and Bridge . 

A branch of the river Euphrates ran quite across the 
city, 2 from the north to the south side; on eacli side 
of the river was a quay, and a high wall built of brick 
and bitumen, of the same thickness as the walls that 
went round the city. In these walls, over-against 
every street that led to the river, were gates of brass, 
and from them descents by steps to the liver, for the 
conveniency of the inhabitants, who used to pass over 
from one side to the other in boats, having no other 
way of crossing the river before the building of the 
bridge. The brazen gates were always open in the 
day time, and shut in the night. 

The bridge was not inferior to any of the other 
buildings, either in beauty or magnificence; it was a 
furlong in length, 3 and thirty feet in breadth, built 
with wonderful art, to supply*the defect of a founda¬ 
tion in the bottom of the river, which was all sandy. 
The arches were made of huge stones, fastened to¬ 
gether with chains of iron and melted lead. Before 
they began to build the bridge, they turned the course 
of the river, and laid its channel dry, having another 
view in so doing, besides that of laying the founda¬ 
tions niorecommodiously, as I shall explain hereafter. 
And as every tiling was prepared beforehand, both 
the bridge and the quays, which I have already de¬ 
scribed, were built in that interval. 

III. The Lakes , Ditches , and Canals , made for the 
draining of the River . 

These works, objects of admiration for the skilful 
in all ages, were still more useful than magnificent. 
In the beginning of the summer, 4 on the sun’s melt¬ 
ing the snow on the mountains of Armenia, there 
arises a vast increase of waters, which, running into 
the Euphrates in the months of June, July, ana Au¬ 
gust, makes it overflow its banks, and occasions such 
another inundation as the Nile does in Egypt. To 
prevent the damage which both the city and country 
received from these inundations, 5 at a very considera¬ 
ble distance above the town, two artificial canals were 
cut, which turned the course of these waters into the 
Tigris, before they reached Babylon. And to secure 
the country yet more from the danger of inundations, 6 
and to keep the river within its channel, they raised 
prodigious banks on both sides of the river, built with 
brick cemented with bitumen, which began at the head 
of the artificial canals, and extended below the city. 

To facilitate the making of these works, it was 
necessary to turn the course of the river ; for w’hich 
purpose, to the west of Babylon, was duga prodigious 
artificial lake, forty miles square, 7 160 in compass, 
and thirty-five feet deep, according to Herodotus, and 


* Quint. Curt. 1. v. c. 1. 

* Herod. 1. i. c. 180, ]86. Diod, 1. ii. p. 96. 

3 Diodorus says, this bridge was five furlongs in length, 
which can hardly be true, since the Euphrates was but one 
furlong broad. Strab. 1. xvi. p. 738. 

4 Strab. 1. xvi. p. 740. Plin. 1. v. c. 25. 

« Abyd. ap. Eus. Pra*p. Evang. lib. ix. 

* Abyd. ib. Herod. 1. i. c. 185. 

11 The author follows Herodotus, who makes it 420 fur¬ 

longs, or 52 miles square ; but. I choose to follow Dean Pri- 

dcaux, who prefers the account of Megasthenes. 


seventy-five according to Megasthenes. Into this lake 
was the whole river turned, by an artificial canal cut 
from the west side of it, till the whole work was fin¬ 
ished, when it was made to flow in its former channel. 
But that the Euphrates, in the time of its increase, 
might not overflow the city, through the gates on its 
sides, this lake, with the canal from theriver, was still 
preserved. The water received into the lake at the 
time of these overflowings was kept there all the year, 
as in a common reservoir, for the benefit of the coun¬ 
try, to be let out by sluices, at convenient times, for 
the watering of the lands below it. The lake, there¬ 
fore, was equally usefulin defending the country from 
inundations, and making it fertile. I relate the won¬ 
ders of Babylon as they are delivered to us by the 
ancients ; but there are some of them which are scarce 
to be comprehended or believed, of which number is 
the vast extent of the lake, which I have just described. 

Berosus, Megasthenes, and Abydenus, quoted by 
Josephus and Eusebius, make Nebuchadnezzar the 
author of the most of these works ; but Herodotus 
ascribes the bridge, the two quays of the river, and the 
lake, to Nitocris, the daughter-in-law of that monarch. 
Perhaps Nitocris might finish what her father left 
imperfect at his death, on which account that historian 
might give her the honour of the whole undertaking. 

IV. The Palaces, and Hanging Gardens. 

At the two ends of the bridge were two palaces, 8 
which had a communication with each other by a vault, 
built under the channel of the river, at the time of its 
being dry. The old palace which stood on the east 
side of the river, was thirty furlongs (or three miles 
and three quarters) in compass ; near which stood the 
temple of Belus, of which we shall soon speak. The 
new palace, which stood on the west side of the river, 
opposite to the other, was sixty furlongs (or seven 
miles and a half) in compass. It was surrounded 
with three walls, one within another, with considera¬ 
ble spaces between them. These walls, as also those 
of the other palace, were embellished with an infinite 
variety of sculptures, representingall kinds of animals, 
to the life. Amongst the rest was a curious hunting- 
piece, in which Semiramis on horseback was throw¬ 
ing her javelin at a leopard, and her husband Ninus 
piercing a lion. 

In this last palace, 9 were the hanging gardens, so 
celebrated among the Greeks. They contained a 
square of 400 feet on every side, and were carried up 
in the manner of several large terraces, one above 
another, till the height equalled that of the walls of 
the city. The ascent was from terrace to terrace, by 
stairs ten feet wide. The whole pile was sustained 
by vast arches, raised upon other arches, one above 
another, and strengthened by a wall, surrounding it 
on every side, of twenty-two feet in thickness. On 
the top of the arches were first laid large flat stones, 
sixteen feet long, and four broad ; over these was a 
layer of reeds, mixed with a great quantity of bitu¬ 
men, upon which were two rows of bricks, closely 
cemented together with plaster. The whole was co¬ 
vered with thick sheets of lead, upon which lay the 
mould of thegarden. And all this floorage was contriv¬ 
ed to keep the moisture of the mould from runninguway 
through the arches. The earth laid hereon was so 
deep, that the greatest trees might take root in it; and 
with such the terraces were covered, as well as with 
other plants and flowers that were proper to adorn a 
pleasure-garden. In the upper terrace there was an 
engine, or kind of pump, by which water was drawn 
up out of the river, and from thence the whole garden 
was watered. In the spaces between the several 
arches, upon which this whole structure rested, were 
large and magnificent apartments, that were very 
light, and had the advantage of a beautiful prospect. 

Amytis, 10 the wife of Nebuchadnezzar, having been 
bred in Media (for she was the daughter of Astyages, 
the king of that country), had been much delighted 
with the mountains and woody parts of that country. 


« Diod. 1. ii. p. 96, 97. 

« Diod. 1. ii. p. 98, 99. Strab. 1. xvi. p. 738. Quint. Curt. 
1. v. c. 1. Beros. ap. Jos. cont. App. 1. i. c. 6. 
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And as she desired to have something like it in Baby¬ 
lon, Nebuchadnezzar, to gratify her, caused this pro¬ 
digious edifice to be erected. Diodorus gives much 
the same account of the matter, but without naming 
the persons. 

V. The Temple of Belus. 

Another of the great works at Babylon was the 
temple of Belus, 1 which stood, as I have mentioned 
already, near the old palace. It was most remarkable. 
foe a prodigious tower, that stood in the middle of it. 
At the foundation, according to Herodotus, it was a 
square of a furlong on each side, that is, half a mile in 
the whole compass, and (according to Strabo) it was 
also a furlong in height. It consisted of eight towers, 
built one above the other, decreasing regularly to the 
top, for which reason Strabo calls the whole a pyra¬ 
mid. It is not only asserted, but proved, that this 
tower much exceeded the greatest of the pyramids of 
Egypt in height. Therefore we have good reason to 
believe, as Bochart asserts, 2 that this is the very same 
tower which was built there at the confusion of the 
languages : and the rather, bacause it is attested by 
several profane authors, that this tower was all built 
of bricks and bitumen, as the Scriptures tell us the 
tower of Babel was. The ascent to the top was by 
stairs on the outside round it ; that is, perhaps, there 
was an easy sloping ascent in the side of the outer 
wall, which turning by very slow degrees in a spiral 
line eight times round the tower from the bottom to 
the top, had the same appearance as if there had been 
eight towers placed upon one another. In these dif¬ 
ferent stories were many large rooms, with arched roofs 
supported by pillars. Over the whole, on the top of 
the tow r er, was an observatory, by the benefit of which 
the Babylonians became more expert in astronomy 
than all other nations, and made, in a short time, the 
great progress in it ascribed to them in history. 

But the chief use to which this tower was designed, 
was the worship of the god Belus or Baal, as also that 
of several other deities ; for which reason there was a 
multitude of chapels in different parts of the tower. 
The riches of this temple in statues, tables, censers, 
cups, and other sacred vessels, all of massy gold, were 
immense. Among other images, there was one forty 
feet high, which"weighed 1000 Babylonish talents. 
The Babylonish talent, according to Pollox in his 
Otiomaslicon, contained 7000 Attic drachmas, and con¬ 
sequently was a sixth part more than the Attic talent, 
which contains but 6000 drachmas. 

According to the calculation which Diodorus makes 
of the riches contained in this temple, the sum total 
amounts to 6300 Babylonish talents of gold. 

The sixth part of 6300 is 1050 ; consequently 6300 
Babylonish talents of gold are equivalent to 7350 Attic 
talents of gold. 

Now 7350 Attic talents of silver are worth upwards 
2,100,0002. sterling. The proportion between gold 
and silver among the ancients we reckon as ten to 
one ; therefore 7350 Attic talents of gold amount to 
above 21,000,0002. sterling. 

The temple stood till the time of Xerxes ; 3 but he 
on his return from his Grecian expedition, demolished 
it entirely, after having first plundered it of all its 
immense riches. Alexander, on his return to Babylon 
from his Indian expedition, purposed to have rebuilt 
it; and in order thereto, set 10,000 men to work to rid 
the place of its rubbish; but, after they had laboured 
therein two months, Alexander died, and that put an 
end to the undertaking. 

Such were the chief works which rendered Babylon 
so famous ; the greater part of them are ascribed by 
profane authors to Semiramis, to whose history it is 
now time to return. 

When she had finished all these great undertak¬ 
ings, 4 she thought fit to make a progress through the 
several parts of her empire ; and wherever she came, 
left mouments of her magnificence by many noble 
structures which she erected, either for the convenien- 

i Herod. 1. i. c. 16J. Diod. 1. ii. p. 98. Strab. 1. xxi. p. 
738. * Phal. part. 1.1. i. c. 9. 

a Ilerod. 1. i. c, 183. Strab. 1. xvi. p. 738. Arrian. 1. 
vii. p. 480. * Diod. 1. ii. p. 100—108. 
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cy or ornament of her cities ; she was particularly care¬ 
ful to have water brought by aqueducts to such places 
as wanted it, and to mate the highways easy, by cutting 
through mountains, and filling up valleys. In the time 
of Diodorus, there were still monuments to be seen in 
many places, with her name inscribed upon them. 

The authority this queen had over her people seems 
very extraordinary, 5 since we find her presence alone 
capable of appeasing a sedition. One day, as she 
was dressing herself, word was brought her of a tumult 
in the city. Whereupon she went out immediately, 
with her head half dressed, and did not return till tne 
disturbance was entirely appeased. A statue was 
erected in remembrance of this action, representing 
her in that very attitude and undress, whicn had not 
hindered her from flying to her duty. 

Not satisfied with the vast extent of dominions left 
her by her hushand, she enlarged them by the con¬ 
quest of a great part of Ethiopia. Whilst she was in 
that country, she had the curiosity to visit the temple 
of Jupiter Ammon, to inquire of the oracle how long 
she had to live. According to Diodorus, the answer 
she received was, that she should not die till her son 
Ninyas conspired against her, and that after her death 
one part of Asia would pay her divine honours. 

Her greatest and last expedition was against India. 
On this occasion she raised an innumerable army out 
of all the provinces of her empire, and appointed 
Bact.ra for the rendezvous. As the strength of the 
Indians consisted chiefly in their great number of ele¬ 
phants, she caused a multitude of camels to be ac¬ 
coutred in the form of elephants, in hopes of deceiving 
the enemy. It is said that Perses long after used the. 
same stratagem against the Romans ; but neither of 
them succeeded in this artifice. The Indian king 
having notice of her approach, sent ambassadors to 
ask her who she was, and with what right, having 
never received any injury from him, she came out of 
wantonness to attack his t dominions ; adding, that 
her boldness should soon meet with the punishmentit 
deserved. Tell your master , replied the queen, that 
in a little time , I myself will let him know who I am. 
She advanced immediately towards the river, 6 from 
which the country takes its name; and having prepared 
a sufficient number of boats, she attempted to pass it 
with her army. This passage was a long time dis¬ 
puted, but after a bloody battle she put her enemies to 
flight. Above 1000 of their boats were sunk, and 
above 100,000 of their men taken prisoners. Encou¬ 
raged by this success, she advanced directly into the 
country, leaving 60,000 men behind* to guard the 
bridge of boats which she had built over the river. 
This was just what the king desired, who fled on 
purpose to bring her to an engagement in the heart of 
his country. As soon as he thought her far enough 
advanced, he faced about, and a second engagement 
ensued, more bloody than the first. The counterfeit 
elephants could not long sustain the shock of the 
real ones : these routed her army, crushing whatever 
came in their way. Semiramis did all that lay in her 
power to rally and encourage her troops, but in vain. 
The king, perceiving her engaged in the fight, ad¬ 
vanced towards her, and wounded her in two places, 
but not mortally. The swiftness of her horse soon 
carried her beyond the reach of her enemies. As her 
men crowded to the bridge to repass the river, great 
numbers of them perished, through the disorder and 
confusion unavoidable on such occasions. When 
those that could save themselves were safely over, 
she destroyed the bridge, and by that means stopped 
the enemy ; and the king likewise, in obedience to an 
oracle, had given orders to his troops not to pass 
the river, nor pursue Semiramis any farther. The 
queen having made an exchange of prisoners at 
Bactra, returned to her own dominions with scarce 
one-third of her army, which (according to Ctesias) 
consisted of 3,000,000 foot and 500,000 horse, besides 

I the camels and chariots armed for war, of which she 

had a very considerable number. I have no doubt 
that this account is highly exaggerated, or that there 
is some mistake in the numeral characters. She, and 

I * Va], Max. lib. ix. c. 3. 6 Indus, 
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Alexander after her, were the only persons that ever 
ventured to carry the war beyond tne river Indus. 

I must own I am somewhat puzzled with a difficulty 
which may be raised against the extraordinary things 
related of Ninus and Semiramis, as they do not seem 
to agree with the limes so near the deluge: I mean, 
such vast armies, such a numerous cavalry, so many 
chariots armed with scythes, and such immense trea¬ 
sures of gold and silver ; all which seem to be of a 
later date. The same thing may likewise be said of 
the magnificence of the buildings, ascribed to them. 
It is probable the Greek historians, who came so 
many ages afterwards, deceived by the similarity of 
names, by their ignorance in chronology, and the 
resemblance of one event with another, may have 
ascribed such things to more ancient princes, as 
belonged to those of a later date ; or may have at¬ 
tributed a number of exploits and enterprises to one, 
which ought to be divided amongst a series of them, 
succeeding one another. 

Semiramis, sometime after her return, discovered 
that her son was plotting against her, and one of her 
principal officers had offered him his assistance. She 
then called to mind the oracle of Jupiter Ammon ; 
and believing that her end approached, without in¬ 
flicting any punishment on the officer, who was taken 
into custody, she voluntarily abdicated the throne, put 
the government into the hands of her son, and with¬ 
drew from the sight of men, hoping speedily to have 
divine honours paid to her, according to the promise 
of the oracle. And indeed, we are told, she was 
worshipped by the Assyrians, under the form of a 
dove. She lived sixty-two years, of which she 
reigned forty-two. 

There are in the Memoirs of the Academy of 
Belles Letters, 1 two learned dissertations upon the 
Assyrian empire, and particularly on the reign and 
actions of Semiramis. 

What Justin 2 says of Semiramis, namely, that af¬ 
ter her husband’s decease, not daring either to com¬ 
mit the government to her son, who was then too 
young, or openly to take it upon herself, she governed 
under the name and habit of Ninyas; and that, alter 
having reigned in that manner above forty years, fall¬ 
ing passionately in love with her own son, she en¬ 
deavoured to induce him to comply with her criminal 
desires, and was slain by him : a*ll this, I say, is so 
void of all appearance of truth, that to go about to 
confute it would be but losing time. It must however 
be owned, that almost all the authors, who have spo¬ 
ken of Semiraiflis, give us but a disadvantageous idea 
of her chastity. 

I do not know but that the glorious reign of this 
queen might partly induce Plato 3 to maintain, in his 
Commonwealth, that women as well as men ought 
to be admitted into the management of public affairs, 
the conducting of armies, and the government of 
states ; and, by necessary consequence, ought to be 
trained up in the same exercises as men, as well for 
the forming of the body as the mind. Nor does he 
so much as except those exercises, wherein it was 
customary to fight stark naked, alleging 4 that the 
virtue of the sex would be a sufficient covering for 
them. 

It is just matter of surprise to find a philosopher so 
judicious in other respects, openly combating the 
most common and most natural maxims of modesty 
and decency, virtues which are the principal orna¬ 
ment of the female sex, and insisting so strongly 
upon a principle, sufficiently confuted by the constant 
practice of all ages, and of almost all nations in the 
world. 

Aristotle, 5 wiser in this than his master Plato, 
without doing the least injustice to the real merit and 
essential qualities of the sex, has with great judg¬ 
ment marked out the different ends to which man and 
woman are ordained, from the different qualities of 
body and mind, wherewith they are endowed by the 


i Vol. iii. p. 343, &c. a Lib. i. c. 2. 

3 Lib. v. de. Rep. p. 451—457. 

A 'EirftTrsp upeTifv kvti fftXTiajv irovrai 

» Do cura rei fam. 1. i. c. 3. 


Author of Nature, who has given the one strength of 
hody and intrepidity of mind, to enable him to under¬ 
go the greatest hardships, and face the most imminent 
dangers ; whilst the other, on the contrary, is of a 
weak and delicate constitution, accompanied with a 
natural softness and modest timidity, which render 
her more fit for a sedentary life, and dispose her to 
keep within the precincts of the house, and employ 
herself in the concerns of prudent and industrious 
economy. 

Xenophon is of the same opinion with Aristotle ;® 
and in order to set off the occupation of the wife, 
who confines herself within her house, agreeably 
compares her to the mother-bee, commonly called the 
queen-bee, who alone governs, and has the superin¬ 
tendance of, the whole hive, who distributes all their 
employments, encourages their industry, presides over 
the building of their little cells, takes care of the 
nourishment and subsistence of her numerous family, 
regulates the quantity of honey appointed for that 
purpose, and at fixed and proper seasons sends abroad 
the new swarms in colonies, to . ease and disburden 
the hive of its superfluous inhabitants. He remarks, 
with Aristotle, the difference of constitution and in¬ 
clinations, designedly made by the author of Nature 
between man and woman, to point to each of them 
their proper and peculiar offices and functions. 

This allotment, far from degrading or lessening the 
woman, is really for her advantage and honour, in 
confiding to her a kind of domestic empire and go¬ 
vernment, administered only by gentleness, reason, 
equity, and good nature; and in giving her frequent oc¬ 
casions of concealing the roost valuable and excellent 
qualities under the inestimable veil ofmodesty and sub¬ 
mission. For it must ingenuously be owned, that at all 
times, and in all conditions, there have been women, 
who by a real solid merit have distinguished them¬ 
selves above their sex; as there have been innumera¬ 
ble instances of men, who by their defects have 
dishonoured theirs. But these are only particular ca¬ 
ses, which form no rule, and which ought not to pre¬ 
vail against an establishment founded in nature, and 
prescribed by the Creator himself. 

Ninyas . 7 This prince was in no respect like those 
from whom he received his birth, and to whose throne 
he succeeded. Wholly intent upon his pleasures, he 
kept himself shut upinnis palace, and seldom showed 
himself to his people. To keep them in their duty, 
he had always at Nineveh a certain number of regu¬ 
lar troops, furnished every year from the several pro¬ 
vinces of his empire, at the expiration of which term 
they were succeeded by the like number of other 
troops on the same conditions; the king putting a 
commander at the head of them, on whose fidelity he 
could depend. He made use of this method, that the 
officers might not have time to gain the affections of 
the soldiers, and so form any conspiracies against him. 

His successors, for thirty generations, followed his 
example, and even surpassed him in indolence. Their 
history is absolutely unknown, there remaining no 
footsteps of it. 

In Abraham’s time the Scripture 
speaks of Amraphael, king of Shi- A. M. 2092. 
nar, the country where Babylon Ant. J. C. 1912. 
was situated, who with two other 
princes followed Chedorlaomer, king of the Elamites, 
whose tributary he probably was, in the war carried 
on hy the latter against five kings of the land of Ca¬ 
naan. 

It was under the government of 
these inactive princes that Sesos- A. M. 2513. 
tris, king of Egypt, extended his Ant. J. C. 1491. 
conquests so far in the East. But 
as his power was of a short duration, and not sup¬ 
ported by his successors, the Assyrian empire soon 
returned to its former state. 

Plato, 8 a curious observer of an¬ 
tiquities, makes the kingdom of * A. M. 2820. 
Troy, in the time of Priam, depend- Ant. J. C. 1184. 
ant on the Assyrian empire. And 


e De admistr. dora. p. 839, 
8 De Leg. 1. iii. 685. 
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Ctesias saj r s, that Teutamus, the twentieth king- after 
Ninyas, sent a considerable body of troops to the as¬ 
sistance of the Trojans, under the conduct of Mera- 
non, the son of Tithonus, at a time when the Assy¬ 
rian empire had subsisted above 1000 years; which 
agrees exactly with the time wherein I have placed 
the foundation of that empire. But the silence of 
Homer concerning so mighty a people, and one which 
must needs have been well known, renders this fact 
exceeding doubtful. And it must be owned, that 
whatever relates to the times of the ancient history of 
the Assyrians, is attended with great difficulties, into 
which my plan does not permit me to enter. 

Pul. 1 The Scripture informs us 
A. M. 3233. that Pul, king of Assyria, being 
Ant. J. C. 771. come into the land of Israel, had 
1000 talents of silver given him by 
Menahem, king of the ten tribes, to engage him to 
lend him assistance, and secure him on his throne. 

This Pul is supposed to be the king of Nineveh 
who repented with all his people, at the preaching of 
Jonah. 

He is also thought to be the father of Sardanapalus, 
the last king of the Assyrians, called, according to 
the custom of the eastern nations, Sardanpul; that is 
to say, Sardan, the son of Pul. 2 

Sardanapalus . 3 This prince surpassed all his 
predecessors in effeminacy, luxury and cowardice. He 
never went out of his palace, but spent all his time 
among a company of women, dressed and painted 
like them, and employed like them at the distaff. He 
placed all his happiness and glory in the possession of 
immense treasures, in feasting and rioting, and indulg¬ 
ing himself in all the most infamous and criminal 
pleasures. He ordered two verses to be put upon his 
tomb, which imported, that he carried away with him 
all that he had eaten, and all the pleasures he had en¬ 
joyed, but left all the rest behina him. 

Haee habeo quae edi, quajque exsaturata libido 
Hausit: at ilia jacent multa et pracclara relictaA 
An epitaph, says Aristotle, fit for a hog. 

Arbaces, governor of Media, having found means 
to get into the palace, and having with his own eyes 
seen Sardanapalus in the midst of his infamous se¬ 
raglio; enraged at such a spectacle, and not able 
to endure that so many brave men should be subject 
to a prince, more soft and effeminate than the women 
themselves, immediately formed a conspiracy against 
him. Belesis, governor of Babylon, and several others, 
entered into it. On the first rumour of this revolt, the 
king hid himself in the inmost part of his palace. Being 
obliged afterwards to take the field with some forces 
which he had assembled, he at first gained three succes¬ 
sive victories over the enemy, but was afterwards over¬ 
come, and pursued to the gates of Nineveh; wherein 
he shut himself, in hopes the rebels would never be able 
to take a city so well fortified, and stored with provi¬ 
sions for a considerable time: the siege proved in¬ 
deed of very great length. It had been declared by 
aa ancient oracle, that Nineveh could never be taken, 
unless the river became an enemy to the city. These 
words buoyed up Sardanapalus, because he looked 
upon the thing as impossible. But 

A. M. 3257. when he saw that the Tigris, by a 
Ant. J. C. 747. violent inundation, had thrown down 
twenty stadia 5 of the city wall, and 
by that means opened a passage to the enemy , he under¬ 
stood the meaning of the oracle, and thought himself 
lost. He resolved, however, to die in such a mauner, 
as, according to his opinion, should cover the infamy 
of his scandalous and effeminate life. He ordered a 
pile of wood to be made in his palace, and setting 
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3 Diod. 1. ii. p. 109—115. Athen. 1. xii. p..529, 530. 
Just. 1. i. c. 3. 

4 K ilV co ocro - 1 lyxyov jcai ifC/Zgurct, nut ft it’ 

Tifirv* rx St jroXXi *a.i ttxvtx KeKiurrut. 

Quid aliud. inquit Aristoteles, in bovis, non in regis sepul¬ 
chre, inscriherea ? Haec habere se mortuum dieit, quse ne 
vivus quidem diufius habebat, quam fruebatnr. Cic. Tusc. 
Quccst. lib. v. n, 101. ® Two miles and a half. 


fire to it, burnt himself, his eunuchs, his women, and 
his treasures. Athenaeus makes these treasures amount 
to a thousand myriads of talents of gold, 6 and ten 
times as many talents of silver, which, without reckon¬ 
ing any thing else, is a sum that exceeds all credibility. 
A myriad contains 10,000; and one single myriad of 
talents of silver is worth 30,000,000 of French money, 
or about l,400,000j. sterling. A man is lost, if he 
attempts to sura up the whole value; which induces 
me to believe, that Athenneus must have very much 
exaggerated in his computation; however,we may be 
assured, from his account, that the treasures were im¬ 
mensely great. 

Plutarch, 7 in his second treatise, dedicated to the 
praise of Alexander the Great, wherein he examines in 
what the true greatness of princes consists, after having 
shown that it can arise from nothing but their own 
personal merit, confirms it by two very different ex¬ 
amples, taken frojn the history of the Assyrians, in 
which we are now engaged.—Semiramis and Sar¬ 
danapalus (says he) both governed the same king¬ 
dom; both had the same people, the same extent of 
country, the same revenues, the same forces and 
number of troops; but they had not the same dispo¬ 
sitions, nor the same views. Semiramis, raising her¬ 
self above her sex, built magnificent cities, equipped 
fleets, armed legions, subdued neighbouring nations, 
penetrated into Arabia and Ethiopia, and carried her 
victorious arms to the extremities of Asia, spreading 
consternation and terror every where. Whereas Sar¬ 
danapalus, as if he had entirely renounced his sex, 
spent all his time in the heart of his palace, perpetu¬ 
ally surrounded with a company ol women, whose 
dress and even manners he had adopted, applying 
himself with them to the spindle and the distaff, 
neither understanding nor doing any other thing than 
spinning, eating and drinking, and wallowing in all 
manner of infamous pleasure. Accordingly, a statue 
was erected to him, after his death, which represented 
him in the posture of a dancer, with an inscription 
upon it, in which he addressed himself to the specta¬ 
tor in these words: Eat,drink , and be merry; eve r ry 
thing else is nothing ; 8 an inscription very suitable to 
the epitaph he himself had ordered to be put upon his 
monument. 

Plutarch in this place judges of Semiramis, as al¬ 
most all the profane historians do of the glory of con¬ 
querors. But if we would make a true judgment of 
things, was the unbounded ambition of that queen 
much less blameable, than the dissolute effeminacy of 
Sardanapalus? Which of the two vices did most mis¬ 
chief to mankind? 

We are not to wonder that the Assyrian empire 
should fall under such a prince; but undoubtedly it 
was not till after having passed through various aug¬ 
mentations, diminutions, and revolutions, common to 
all states, even to the greatest, during the course of 
several ages. This empire had subsisted above 1450 
years. 

Of the ruins of this vast empire were formed three 
considerable kingdoms; that of the Medes, which 
Arbaces, the principal head of the conspiracy, restored 
to its liberty; that of the Assyrians of Babylon, which 
was given to Belesis, governor of that city; and that 
of the Assyrians of Nineveh, the first king whereof 
took-the name of Ninus the younger. 

In order to understand the history of the second 
Assyrian empire, which is very obscure and of which 
little is said by historians, it is proper, and even abso¬ 
lutely necessary, to compare what is said of it by pro¬ 
fane authors with what we are informed concerning 
it by Holy Scripture: that by the help of that double 
light we may have the clearer idea of the two empires 
of Nineveh and Babylon, which for some time were 
separate and distinct, and afterwards uuiffcd and con¬ 
founded together. I shall first treat of this second 
Assyrian empire, and then return to the kingdom of 
the Medes. 
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• “Ea-$ie t 5Tiv«, ti$goSnriu£t t* uKKx Si 6vSiv, 






140 


HISTORY OF THE ASSYRIANS. 


CHAPTER II. 

TIIE SECOND ASSYRIAN EMPIRE BOTH OP NINEVEH 
AND BABYLON. 

This second Assyrian empire continued 210 years, 
reckoning to the year in which Cyrus, who was be¬ 
come absolute master of the East by the death of his 
father Cambyses, and his father-in-law Cyaxeres, 
published the famous edict, whereby the Jews were 
permitted to return into their own country, after a 
seventy years’ captivity at Babylon. 

Kings of Babylon . 

Belesis . 1 He is the same as 
A. M. 3257. Nabonassar, from whose reign be- 
Ant. J. C. 747. gan the famous astronomical epocha 
at Babylon, called from his name 
the JEra of Nabonassar. In the Holy Scriptures he is 
called Baladin. He reigned but twelve years, and 
was succeeded by his son. 

Merodach-Baladan . 2 This is the prince who 
sent ambassadors to king Hezelciah, to congratulate 
him on the recovery of his health, of which we shall 
speak hereafter. After him there reigned several 
other kings of Babylon, 3 with whose story we are 
entirely unacquainted. I shall therefore proceed to 
the kings of Nineveh. 

Kings of Nineveh . 

TiGlath-Pileser. This is the 
A. M. 3257. name given by the Holy Scriptures 
Ant. J. C. 727. to the king, who is supposed to be 
the first that reigned at Nineveh, 
after the destruction of the ancient Assyrian empire. 
He is called Thilgamus, by iElian. 4 He is said to 
have taken the name of Ninus the younger, in order 
to honour and distinguish his reign by the name of so 
ancient and illustrious a prince. 

Ahaz, 5 king of Judah, whose incorrigible impiety 
could not be reclaimed, either by the divine favours or 
chastisements, finding himself attacked at the same 
time by the kings of Syria and Israel, robbed the 
temple of part of its gold and silver, and sent it to 
Tiglath-Pileser, to purchase his assistance; promising 
him besides to become his vassal, and to pay him tri¬ 
bute. The king of Assyria, finding so favourable an 
opportunity of adding Syria and Palestine to his em¬ 
pire, readily accepted the proposal. Advancing that 
way with a numerous army, he beat Rezin, took Da¬ 
mascus, and put an end to the kingdom erected there 
by the Syrians, as God had foretold by his prophets 
Isaiah ana Amos. 6 From thence he marched against 
Pekah, and took all that belonged to the kingdom of 
Israel beyond Jordan, as well as all Galilee. But he 
made Ahaz pay very dear for his protection, still ex¬ 
acting of him such exorbitant sums of money, that for 
the payment of them he was obliged hot only to ex¬ 
haust his own treasures, but to take all the gold and 
silver of the temple. Thus this alliance served only 
to drain the kingdom of Judah, and to bring into its 
neighbourhood the powerful kings of Nineveh; who 
afterwards became so many instruments in the hand 
of God for the chastisement of his people. 

Shalmaneser.? Sabacus, the 
A. M. 3276. Ethiopian, whom the Scripture calls 
Ant. J. C. 728. So, having made himself master of 
Egypt, Iloshea, king of Samaria, 
entered into an alliance with him, hoping by that 
means to shake off the Assyrian yoke. To this end 
he withdrew from his dependence upon Shalmaneser, 
refusing to pay him any further tribute, or make him 
the usual presents. 

Shalmaneser, to punish him for his presumption, 
marched against him with a powerful army; and 
after having subdued all the plain country, shut him 
up in Samaria, where he kept him closely besieged 
for three years; at the end of which he took the city, 
loaded Hoshea with chains, and threw him into 
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prison for the rest of his days; carried away the peo¬ 
ple captive, and planted them in Halah and Haoor 
cities of the Medes. And thus was the kingdom of 
Israel,’or of the ten tribes, destroyed, as God had 
often threatened by his prophets. This kingdom, 
from the time of its separation from that of Judah, 
lasted about 250 years. 

It was at this time that Tobit, 8 with Anna his 
wife, and his son Tobias, was carried captive into 
Assyria, where he became one of the principal offi¬ 
cers of king Shalmaneser. 

Shalmaneser died after having reigned fourteen 
years, and w r as succeeded by his son. 

Sennacherib . 9 He is also called 
Sargon in Scripture. A. M. 3287. 

Ant. J. C. 717. 

As soon as this prince was settled 
on the throne, he renewed the demand exacted by his 
father from Hezekiah. Upon his refusal, he declared 
war against him, and entered into Judea with a 
mighty army. Hezekiah, grieved to see his kingdom 
pillaged, sent ambassadors to him to desire peace 
upon any terms he would prescribe. Sennacherib, 
seemingly mollified, entered into treaty with him, and 
demanded a very great sum of gold and silver. The 
holy king exhausted both the treasures of the temple, 
and* * his own coffers, to pay it. The Assyrian re¬ 
garding neither the sanction of oaths, nor treaties, 
still continued the war, and pushed on his conquest 
more vigorously than ever. Nothing was able to 
withstand his power, and of all the strong places 
of Judah, none remained untaken but Jerusalem, 
which was likewise reduced to the utmost extremity. 
At this very junction Sennacherib was informed, 10 that 
Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, w'ho had joined his forces 
with those of the king of Egypt, was coming up to 
succour the besieged city. Now it w r as contrary to 
the express command of God, as well as the remon¬ 
strances of Isaiah and Hezekiah, that the chief men 
at Jerusalem had required any foreign assistance. 
The Assyrian prince marched immediately to meet 
the approaching enemy, after having written a letter 
to Hezekiah, full of blasphemy against the God of 
Israel, whom he insolently boasted he would speedily 
vanquish, as he had done all the gods of the other 
nations round about him. In short, he discomfited 
the Egyptians, and pursued them even into their oyvn 
country, which he ravaged, and returned laden with 
spoil. 

It was probably during Sennacherib’s absence, 11 
which was pretty long, or at least some little time 
before, that Hezekiah fell sick, and was cured in a 
miraculous manner; and that (as a sign of God’s ful¬ 
filling the promise he had made him of curing him so 
perfectly, that w'ithin three days he should be able to 
go to the temple) the shadow of the sun went ten de¬ 
grees backwards upon the dial of the palace. Mero¬ 
dach-Baladan, king of Babylon, being informed of 
the miraculous cure of king Hezekiah, sent ambassa¬ 
dors to him, with letters and presents, to congratulate 
him upon that occasion, and to acquaint themselves 
with the miracle that had happened m the land at this 
juncture, with respect to the sun’s retrogradation ten 
degrees. Hezekiah was extremely sensible of the 
honour done him by that prince, and very forward to 
show his ambassadors the riches and treasures he 
possessed, and to let them see the w hole magnificence 
of his palace. Humanly speaking, there w>as nothing 
in this proceeding but what was allowable and com¬ 
mendable; but in the eyes of the supreme Judge, 
which are infinitely more piercing and delicate than 
ours, this action discovered a lurking pride, and secret 
vanity, with which his righteousness w r as offended. 
Accordingly, he instantly informed the king by his 
rophet Jsaiah,that the riches and treasures wdiich he 
ad been showing to those ambassadors with so much 
ostentation, should one day be transported to Baby¬ 
lon; and that his children should be carried thither, to 
become servants in the palace of that monarch. This 
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was then utterly improbable; for Babylon, at the time 
we are speaking- of, was then in friendship and alli¬ 
ance with Jerusalem, as appears by her having sent 
ambassadors thither; nor cud Jerusalem then seem to 
have any thing to fear, but from Nineveh; whose 
power was at that time formidable, and who had en¬ 
tirely declared against her. But the fortune of those 
two cities was to change, and the word of God was 
literally accomplished. 

But to return to Sennacherib. After he had rava¬ 
ged Egypt, and taken avast number of prisoners, 1 he 
came back with his victorious array, encamped before 
Jerusalem, and besieged it anew. The city seemed 
.to be inevitably lost: it was without resource, and 
without hope from the hands of men; but had a pow¬ 
erful protector in Heaven, whose jealous ears had 
heard the impious blasphemies uttered by the king of 
Nineveh against his sacred name. In one single night 
^185,000 men of his army perished by the sword of the 
destroying angel. After so terrible a blow, this pre¬ 
tended king of kings (for so he called bimself), this 
triumpher over nations, and conqueror even of gods, 
was obliged to return to his own country with the 
miserable remnant of his army, covered with shame 
and confusion; nor did he survive his defeat more 
than a few months, only to make a kind of open con¬ 
fession of his crime to God, whose supreme majesty 
he had presumed to insult, and who now, to use the 
Scripture terms, havingput a ring- into his nose and a 
bridle into his mouth , as a wild beast, made him return 
in that humbled, afflicted condition, through those 
very countries, which a little hefore had beheld him so 
haughty and imperious. 

Upon his return to Nineveh, being enraged at his 
disgrace, he treated his subjects in the most cruel and 
tyrannical manner. The effects of his fury fell more 
heavily upon the Jews and Israelites, 2 of whom he 
caused great numbers to be massacred every day, 
ordering their bodies to be left exposed in the streets, 
and. suffering no man to give them burial. Tobit, to 
avoid his cruelty, was obliged to conceal himself for 
some time, and suffer all his effects to be confiscated. 
In short, the king’s savage temper rendered him so 
insupportable to his own family, that his two eldest 
sons conspired against him, and killed him in the tem¬ 
ple,3 in the presence of his god Nisroch, as he lay 
prostrate before him. But these two princes being- 
obliged after this parricide to fly into Armenia, left the 
kingdom to Esarliaddon, their youngest brother. 

EsARHADDON 4 We have already 

A. M. 3294. observed, that after Merodach-Bala- 
Ant. J. C. 710. dan there was a succession of kings 
at Babylon, of whom history has 
transmitted nothing but the names. The royal family 
becoming extinct, there was an eight years’ interreg¬ 
num, full of troubles and commotions. Esarliaddon, 
taking advantage of this juncture, made himself mas¬ 
ter of* Babylon, and annexing it to his former domi¬ 
nions, reigned over the two united empires thirteen 
years. 

After having re-united to the Assyrian empire Syria 
and Palestine, which had been rent from it in the pre¬ 
ceding reign, he entered the land of Israel, where he 
took captive as many as were left there, and carried 
them into Assyria, except an inconsiderable number 
that escaped his pursuit. But that the country might 
not become a desert, he sent colonies of idolatrous 
people, taken out of the countries beyond the Eu¬ 
phrates, to dwell in the cities of Samaria. The pre¬ 
diction of Isaiah was then fulfilled; within threescore 
andfive years shall Ephraim be broken , that it be no 
more a people . 5 This was exactly the space of time 
which elapsed between the prediction and the event: 
and the people' of Isreal did then cease to be a visible 
nation, what was left of them being altogether mixed 
and confounded with other nations. 

This prince, having possessed himself of the land 
of Israel.® sent some of his generals with part of his 
army into Judea, to reduce that country likewise un¬ 


der his subjection. These generals defeated Manas- 
seh, and having taken him prisoner, brought him to 
Esarliaddon, who put him in chains, and carried him 
with him to Babylon. But Manassch, having after¬ 
wards appeased the wrath of God by a sincere and 
lively repentance, obtained his liberty, and returned 
to Jerusalem. 

Meantime the colonies, 7 that had been sent into 
Samaria, in the room of its ancient inhabitants, were 
grievously infested with lions. The king of Bab} Ion 
being told that the cause of this calamity was their 
not worshipping the God of the country, ordered an 
Israelitish priest to be sent to them, from among the 
captives brought from that country, to teach them the 
worship of the God of Israel. But these idolaters did 
no more than admit the true God amongst their an¬ 
cient divinities, and worshipped himjointly with their 
false deities. This corrupt worship continued after¬ 
wards, and was the primary source of the arersion 
entertained by the Jews against the Samaritans. 

Esarliaddon, after a prosperous reign of thirty-nine 
years oyer the Assyrians, and thirteen over the Baby¬ 
lonians, ivas succeeded by his son. 

Saosduchiivus. This prince is 
called in Scripture Nabuebodono- A. M. 3335. 
sor, which name was common to Ant. J. C. 669. 
the kings of Babylon. To distin¬ 
guish this from the others, he is called Nabuchod- 
onosor the First. 

Tobit was still alive at this time, 8 and dwelt among 
other captives at Nineveh. Perceiving his end ap- 
roaching, he foretold to his children the sudden 
estruction of that city; of which at that time there 
was not the least appearance. He advised them to 
quit the city before its ruin came on, and to depart as 
soon as they had buried him and his wife. 

The ruin of Nineveh is at hand, soys the good old 
man; abide no longerherc,for 1 perceive the wicked¬ 
ness of the city will occasion its destruction . These last 
words are very remarkable, the ivickedness of the city 
will occasion its destruction. Men will be apt to im¬ 
pute the ruin of Nineveh to any other reason; but we 
are taught by the Holy Ghost, that her unrighteous¬ 
ness was the true cause of it, as it will be w r ith other 
states that imitate her crimes. 

Nabuehodonosor defeated the king of the Medes, 9 
in a pitched battle, fought the twelfth year of his 
reign upon the plain of Ragau, took Eebatana, the 
capital of his kingdom, and returned triumphant to 
Nineveh. When we come to treat of the history of 
the Medes, we shall give a more particular account 
of this victory. 

It was immediately after this expedition, that Bcthu- 
lia was besieged by Holofernes, one of Nabuchodo- 
nosor’s generals: and that the famous enterprise of 
Judith was accomplished. 

Saracus , 10 otherwise called Chy- 
NALADANUS. This prince succeeded A. M. 3356. 
Saosduchinus; and having rendered Ant.J. C. 648. 
himself contemptible to his subjects, 
by his effeminacy, and the little care he took of his 
dominions, Nabopolassar, the Babylonian by birth, 
and general of Ins army, usurped that part" of the 
Assyrian empire, and reigned over it one-and-twenty 
years. 

Nabopolassar. This prince, the 
better to maintain his usurped sove- A. M.3378. 
reigntv, made an alliance with Cy- Ant.J.C. 626. 
axares, king of the Medes. With 
their joint forces they besieged and took Nineveh, 
killed Saracus, and utterly destroyed that great city. 
We shall speak more largelyof this great event, when 
we come to the history of the Medes. From this time 
forwards the city of Babylon became the only capital 
of the Assyrian empire. 

The Babylonians and the Medes having destroyed 
Nineveh, became so formidable, that they dmv upon 
themselvesthejenlousy of all their neighbours. Necho, 
king of IVvit, wis so alarmed at their power, that 
to stop their progress lie matched towards the Eu- 
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phrates at the head of a powerful army, and made 
several considerable conquests. See the history of the 
Egyptians for whatrelates to this expedition, and the 
consequences that attended it. 

Nabopolassar finding, 1 that after the taking of 
Carchemish by Necho, all Syria and Palestine had 
revolted from him, and neither his age nor infirmities 
permitting him to go in person to recover them, he 
made his sun Nabuchodonosor partner with him in the 
empire, and sent him with an army to reduce those 
countries to their former subjection. 

From this time the Jews begin to 

A. M. 3398. reckon the years of Nabuchodonosor, 
Ant. J. C. 606. viz. from the end of the third year of 
Jehoiakini, king of Judah, or rather 
from the beginning of the fourth. But the Babyloni¬ 
ans compute the reign of this prince only from the 
death ofhis father, which happened two years later. 

NABUCHODONOSOR II. 2 This prince defeated Ne- 
cho’s army, near the Euphrates, and retook Carche- 
niish. From thence he marched towards Syria and Pa¬ 
lestine, and reunited those provinces to his dominions. 

He likewise entered Judea, 3 besieged Jerusalem, 
and took it: he caused Jehoiakim to be put in chains, 
with a design to have him carried to Babylon; but 
being moved with his repentance and affliction, he 
restored him to the throne. Great numbers of the 
Jews, and, among the rest, some children of the royal 
family, were carried captive to Babylon, whither all the 
treasures of the king’s palace, and a part of the sacred 
vessels of the temple, were likewise transported. 
Thus was the judgment w r hich God had denounced 
by the prophet'lsaiah to king Hezekiah accomplished. 
From this famous epocha, which was the fourth year 
of Jehoiakim, king of Judah, we are to date the cap¬ 
tivity of the Jew r s at Babylon, so often foretold by 
Jeremiah. Daniel, then but twelve years old, 4 w#s 
carried captive among the rest; and Ezekiel sometime 
afterwards. 

Toward the end of the fifth year of Jehoiakim, died 
Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, 5 after having reigned 
one-and-twenty years. As soon as his son Nabucho- 
douosor had news ofhis death, he set out with all ex¬ 
pedition for Babylon, taking the nearest way through 
the desert, attended only w ith a small retinue, leaving 
the bulk of his army with his generals, to be conducted 
to Babylon with the captives and spoils. On his arri¬ 
val, he received the government from the hands of 
those that had carefully preserved it for him, and so 
succeeded to all the dominions of his father, w T hich 
comprehended Chaldea, Assyria, Arabia, Syria, and 
Palestine, over which, according to Ptoleiny, he 
reigned forty-three years. 

In the fourth year ofhis reign he 

A. M. 3401. had adream, 6 atw T hichhe wasgreat- 
Ant. J. C. 603. ly terrified, though he could not call 
it again to mind. He therefore con¬ 
sulted the wise men and soothsayers of his kingdom, 
requiring of them to make known to him the substance 
of his dream. They all answered that it w’as beyond 
the reach of their art to discover it; and that the 
utmost they could do, was to give the interpretation 
of his dream, w f hen he had made it known to them. 
As absolute princes are not accustomed to meet with 
opposition, but will be obeyed in all things, Nabu¬ 
chodonosor, imagining they dealt insincerely w T itb him, 
fell into a violent rage, and condemned them all to 
die. Now Daniel and his three companions were 
included in the sentence, as being ranked among the 
wise men. But Daniel having first invoked his God 
desired to be introduced to the king, to whom he 
revealed the whole substance of his dream. The 
thing thou sawest, says he to him, was an image of 
an enormous size y and a terrible countenance. The 
head thereof was of gold, the breast and arms of silver, 
the belly and thighs of brass, and the feet part of iron 

x Beros. apud Joseph. Antiq. 1. x. c. 21. and con. Ap. 1. i. 

a Jer xlvi. 2. 2 Kings xxiv. 7, 

* Dan. i. 1—7. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 6, 7. 

* Some imagine him to have been eighteen years of age at 
this time. 

s Can. Ptol. Beros. apud Joseph. Antiq. 1. x. c. 11. and 
Ion. Ap. 1. x. « Dan. ii. 


and part of clay. And as the king was attentively 
looking upon that vision , behold a stone was cut out 
of a mountain without hands, and the stone smote the 
image upon his feet, and brake them to pieces; the 
whole image was ground as small as dust , and the stone 
became a great mountain, and filed the whole earth. 
When Daniel had related the dream, he gave the king 
likewise the interpretation thereof, showing him how 
it signified the three great empires, which were to suc¬ 
ceed that of the Assyrians, namely, the Persian, the 
Grecian, and the Roman, or (according to some) that 
of the successors of Alexander the Great. After 
these kingdoms, continued Daniel, shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroy - 
ed; and this kingdom shall not be left to other people, but 
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms , 
and shall stand for ever. By which Daniel plainly 
foretold the kingdom of Jesus Christ. The king, rav¬ 
ished with admiration and astonishment, after having 
acknowledged and loudly declared, that the God of the 
Israelites was truly the God of gods, advanced Danieb 
to the highest offices in the kingdom, made him chiefof 
the governors over all the wuse men, ruler of the whole 
province of Babylon, and one of the principal lords of 
the council, that always attended the court. His 
three friends w'ere also promoted to honours and dig¬ 
nities. 

At this time Jehoiakim revolted from the king of 
Babylon, 7 whose generals, that were still in Judah, 
marched against him, and committed all kinds of hos¬ 
tilities upon his country. He slept with hisfathers, is 
all the Scripture says of his death. Jeremiah had 
prophesied, that he should neither be regretted nor 
lamented; but should be buried with the burial of an 
ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of Jerusa¬ 
lem; this was no doubt fulfilled, though it is not known 
in w hat manner. 

Jechonias succeeded both to the throne and iniquity 
of his father. 8 Nabuchodonosor’s lieutenants con¬ 
tinuing the blockade of Jerusalem, in three months’ 
time he himself came at the head of his army, and 
made himself master of the city. He plundered both 
the temple and the king’s palace of all their treasures, 
and sent them away to Babylon, together with all the 
golden vessels remaining, which Solomon had made 
for the use of the temple; he carried away likewise 
a vast number of captives, amongst whom were king 
Jechonias, his mother, his w’ives, with all the chief 
officers and great men of his kingdom. In the room 
of Jechonias, he set upon the throne his uncle Matta- 
niah, who was otherwise called Zedekiah. 

This prince had as little religion and prosperity as 
his forefathers. 9 Having made an alliance with 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, he broke the oath of fidelity 
he had taken to the king of Babylon. The latter 
soon chastised him for it, and immediately laid siege 
to Jerusalem. The king of Egypt’s arrival at the head 
of an army gave the besieged a gleam of hope; but 
their joy was very short lived; the Egyptians were 
defeated, and the conqueror returned against Jerusa¬ 
lem, and renewed the siege, which lasted near a 
twelvemonth. At last the city was taken by storm, 
and a terrible slaughter ensued. Ze- 
dekiah’s two sons w’ere,.by Nabm- A. M. 3415. 
chodonosor’s orders, killed before Ant. J. C. 589. 
their father’s face, with all the no¬ 
bles and principal men of Judah. Zedekiah himself 
had both his eyes put out, was loaded with fetters, 
and carried to Babylon, where he was confined in pri 
son as long as he lived. The city and temple were 
pillaged and burnt, and all their fortifications demo- 

Upon Nabuchodonosor’s return to Babylon, 10 after 
his successful war against Judea, he ordered a golden 
statue to be made, 9)xty cubits high, 11 assembled all 
the great men of the kingdom to celebrate the dedi¬ 
cation of it, and commanded all his subjects to wor¬ 
ship it, threatening to cast those that should refuse 


i 2 Kings, xxiv. 1, 2. 
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9 2 Kings, xxiv. 17 —20. and xxv. 1— 10. 
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into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. Upon this 
occasion it was that the three young Hebrews, Ana¬ 
nias, Misael, and Azarias, who with an invincible 
courage refused to comply with the king's impious 
ordinance, were preserved after a miraculous manner 
in the midst of the flames. The king himself a wit¬ 
ness of this astonishing miracle, published an edict, 
whereby all persons whatsoever were forbidden, upon 

S ain of deatn, to speak any thing amiss against the 
fod of Ananias, Misael, and Azarias. He likewise 
promoted these three young men to the highest hon¬ 
ours and employments. 

Nabuchodonosor, in the twenty-first year of his 
reign, and the fourth after the destruction of Jerusa¬ 
lem, marched again into Syria, and besieged Tyre, 
at the time when Ithobal was king thereof. Tyre 
was a strong and opulent city, which had never been 
subject to any foreign power, and was then in great 
repute for its commerce; by which many of its citi¬ 
zens were become like so many princes in wealth and 
magnificence. 1 It had been built by the Sidonians 
240 years before the temple of Jerusalem. For Sidon 
being taken by the Philistines of Ascaion, many of 
its inhabitants made their escape in ships, and founded 
the city of Tyre. And for this reason we find it called 
in Isaiah, the daughter of Sidon. 2 But the daughter 
soon surpassed the mother in grandeur, riches, and 
power. Accordingly, at the time we are speaking of, 
she was in a condition to resist, thirteen years together, 
a monarch, to whose yoke all the rest of the East had 
submitted. 

It was not till after so long an interval, 3 that Na¬ 
buchodonosor made himself master of Tyre. His 
troops suffered incredible hardships before it; so that, 
according to the prophet’s expression, every head was 
made bald, 4 and every shoulder was peeled. Before the 
city was reduced to the last extremity, its inhabitants 
retired with the greatest part of their effects, into a 
neighbouring isle, a mile from the shore, where they 
built a new city; the name and glory whereof extin¬ 
guished the remembrance of the old one, which from 
thenceforward became a mere village, retaining the 
name of ancient Tyre. 

Nabuchodonosor and his army having undergone 
the utmost fatigues during so long and difficult a siege, 5 
and having found nothing in the place to requite them 
for the service they had rendered Almighty God (it is 
the expression of the prophet) in executing his ven¬ 
geance upon that city, to make them amends, God 
was pleased to promise by the mouth of Ezekiel, that 
he would give them the spoils of Egypt. And indeed 
they soon after conquered that country, as I have 
more fully related in the history of the Egyptians. 

When this prince had happily finished all his wars, 
and was in a state of perfect peace and tranquillity, he 
employed himself in putting the last hand to the build¬ 
ing, or rather to the embellishing, of Babylon. The 
reader may see in Josephus an account of the magni¬ 
ficent structures ascribed to this monarch by several 
writers. 6 I have mentioned a great part of them in 
the description already given of that stately city. 

Whilst nothing seemed wanting to complete this 
prince’s happiness, a frightful dream disturbed his re¬ 
pose, and filled him with great anxiety. 7 He saw a tree in 
the midst of the earth, whose height was great: the tree 
rew and was strong, and the height of it reached unto 
eaven , and the sight thereof to the end of the earth. 
The leaves were fair , and the fruit much; and in it 
was meat for all: the beasts of the field had shadow 
under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt in the 
boughs thereof; and all flesh was fed of it. Then a 
watcher and a holy one came down from, heaven, and 
cried. Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, 
shake off his leaves, and scatter Ms fruit: let the 
beasts get away from under it, and the fowls from its 
branches. Nevertheless leave the stump of its roots 
in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the 
tender grass of the field; ai\d let it be wet tvith the dew 


t Ezck. xxvi, xxvii. In. xxiii. 8. Just. 1. xviii. c, 3. 
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of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the 
grass of the earth. Let his heart be changed from 
mans; and let a beast's heart be given unto him: and 
let seven times pass over him. This mattcris by the 
decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word 
of the holy ones; to the intent that the living may know 
that the Most High ruleth in the kingdom of men,and 
giveth it to whomsoever he will, and scitethup over it 
the basest of men. 

The king, justly terrified at this dreadful dream, 
consulted all his wise men and magicians, but to no 
purpose. He was obliged to have recourse to Daniel, 
who expounded the dream, and applied it to the king 
himself, plainly declaring to him, That he should be 
drivenfrom the company of menfor sevenyears, should 
be reduced to the condition and fellowship of the beasts 
of the field, and feed upon grass like an ox; that his 
kingdom nevertheless should be preserved for him, and 
he should repossess his throne , when he should have 
learnt to know and acknowledge, that all power is 
from above, and cometh from heaven. After this he 
exhorted him to break off his sins by righteousness , 
and his iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. 

All these things came to pass upon Nabuchodono¬ 
sor, as the prophet had foretold. At the end of twelve 
months, as he was walking in his palace, and admir¬ 
ing the beauty and magnificence of his buildings, he 
said, Is not this great Babylon, ivhich Ihave builtfor 
the house of the kingdom, by the might of my power and 
for the honour of my majesty ? Would a secret impulse 
of complacency and vaffity in a prince, at the signt of 
such noble structures erected by himself, appear to us 
so very criminal? And yet, hardly were the words 
out of his mouth, when a voice came down from hea¬ 
ven and pronounced his sentence: In the same hour 
his understanding wentfrom him; he was drivenfrom, 
men, and did eat grass like oxen , and his body was 
wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown 
like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws . 

After the expiration of the appointed time, he reco¬ 
vered his senses, and the use of his understanding: 
He If ted up his eyes unto heaven, (says the Scripture) 
and blessed the Most High; he praised and honoured 
him that livethforever, whose dominion is an everlast¬ 
ing dominion, and his kingdom isfrom generation to 
generation: confessing, That all the inhabitants of the 
earth are as nothing before him, and that he doeth ac¬ 
cording to his will,in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay his 
hand, or say unto him. What doest thou? Now he re¬ 
covered his former countenance and form. His cour¬ 
tiers went out to seek him; he was restored to his 
throne, and became greater and more powerful than 
ever. Penetrated with the heartiest gratitude, he 
caused, by a solemn edict, to be published through 
the whole extent of his dominions, what astonishing 
and miraculous things God had wrought in his person. 

One year after this he died, having reigned forty- 
three years, reckoning from the death of his father. 
He was one of the greatest monarchs that ever reigned 
in the east. He, was succeeded by his son. 

Evil-Merodach . 3 As soon as 
he was settled in the throne, he A. M. 3441. 
released Jechonias, king of Judah, Ant. J. C. 463. 
out of prison, where he had been 
confined near seven-and-thirty years. 

In the reign of this Evil-Merodach, which lasted 
hut two years, the learned place Daniel’s detection 
of the fraud practised by the priests of Bel; the inno¬ 
cent artifice by which’he contrived to destroy the 
dragon which was worshipped as a god; and the 
miraculous deliverance of the same prophet out of 
the den of lions, where he had victuals brought him 
by the prophet Habakkuk. 

Evil-Merodach rendered himself so odious by his 
debauchery and other extravagances 9 that his own 
relations conspired against him, and put him to 
death. 

NertGLISSOR, his sister’s hushand, 
and one of the chief conspirators, A. M. 3444. 
reigned in his stead. Ant J. C. 560. 
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Immediately on his accession to the crown, 1 he 
made great preparations for war against the Medes, 
which made Cyaxare.s send lor Cyrus out of Persia, 
to his assistance. This story will be more particu¬ 
larly related by and by, where we shall find that this 
prince was slam in battle in the fourth year of his 
reign. 

Laborosoarchod, his son, sue - 
A. M. 3448. ceeded to the throne. This was a 

Ant. J. C. 556. very wicked prince. Being horn 

with the most vicious inclinations, 
he indulged them without restraint when he came 
to the crown; as if he had been invested with sove¬ 
reign power, only to have the privilege of committing 
witn impunity the most infamous and barbarous 
actions. He reigned but nine months ; his own 
subjects conspiring against him, put him to death. 
His successor was 

Labynitus, or Nabonidus. 
A. M. 3449. This prince had likewise other 
Ant. J. C. 555. names, and in Scripture that of 
Belshazzar. It is on good grounds 
supposed that he was the son of Evil-Merodach, by 
his wife Nitocris, and consequently grandson to Na- 
buchodonosor, to whom, according to Jeremiah’s pro¬ 
phecy, the nations of the east were to be subject, as 
also to his son, and his grandson after him: All na¬ 
tions shall serve him , and his son , and his son's son y 
until (he very time of his land shall come. 2 

Nitocris is that queen that raised so many noble 
edifices in Babylon. 3 She caused her own monument 
to be placed overoneof the niost remarkable gates of 
the city, with an inscription, dissuading her succes¬ 
sors from touching the treasures laid up in it, without 
the most urgent and indispensable necessity. The 
tomb remained closed till the reign of Darius, who 
upon breaking it open, instead of those immense 
treasures he had flattered himself with discovering, 
found nothing but the following inscription:— 

If thou HADST NOT an insatiable thirst 
AFTER MONEY, AND A MOST SORDID, AVARICIOUS 
SOUL, THOU WOULDST NEVER HAVE BROKEN OPEN 
THE MONUMENTS OF THE DEAD. 

In the first year of Belshazzar’s reign, 4 Daniel had 
the vision of the four beasts, which represented the 
four great monarchies, and the kingdom of the Messi¬ 
ah, which was to succeed them. In the third year of 
the same reign he had the vision of the ram and the 
he-goat, 5 which prefigured the destruction of the 
Persian empire by Alexander the Great, and the 
ersecution which Antiochus Epiphanes, king of 
yria, would bring upon the Jews. I shall hereafter 
make some reflections upon these prophecies, and 
give a larger account of them. 

Bel>hazzar, 6 whilst his enemies were besieging 
Babylon, gave a great entertainment to his whole 
court, upon a certain festival, which was annually 
celebrated with great rejoicing. The joy of this 
feast was greatly disturbed by a vision, and still more 
so by the explication which Daniel gave of it to the 
king. The sentence written upon the wall imported, 
that his kingdom was taken from him, and given to 
the Medes and Persians, That very night the city 
was taken, and Belshazzar killed. 

Thus ended the Babylonian em- 
A. M. 3468. pire, after having subsisted 210 

Ant. J. C.536. years from the destruction of the 

great Assyrian empire. 

The particular circumstances of the siege, and the 
taking of Babylon, shall be related in the history of 
Cyrus. 


CHAPTER III. 

THE HISTORY OF THE KINGDOM OF THE MEDES. 

I took noticp, in speakingof the 
A. 1ST. 3257. destruction of the ancient Assyrian 
Ant. J. C. 747. empire, that Arbaces, general of the 
Median army, was one of the chief 

1 Cyrop. 1. i. * Jcr. xxvi. 7. 3 Herod. I. i. cap. 

CiS, Ac. Dan. viz. s Da*?, viii. 6 Dan, v. 


authors of the conspiracy against Sardanapalus: and 
several writers believe, that he then immediately be¬ 
came sovereign master of Media, 7 and many other 
provinces, and assumed the title of king. Herodotus 
is not of this opinion. I shall relate what that cele¬ 
brated historian says upon the subject. 

The Assyrians, 8 who had for many ages held the 
empire of Asia, began to decline in their power by 
the revolt of several nations. The Medes first threw 
off their yoke, and maintained for some time the 
liberty they had acquired by their valour; but that 
liberty degenerating into licentiousness, and their 
government not being well established, they fell 
into a kind of anarchy worse than their former sub¬ 
jection. Injustice, violeuce, and rapine, prevailed, 
every where, because there was nobody that had 
cither power enough to restrain them, or sufficient 
authority to punish the offenders. But all these dis¬ 
orders at length induced the people to settle a form 
of government, which rendered the state more flou¬ 
rishing than ever it was before. 

The nation of the Medes was then divided into six 
tribes. Almost all the people dwelt in villages, when 
Dejoces, the son of Phraortes, a Mede by birth, 
erected the state into a monarchy. This person, 
seeing the great disorders that prevailed throughout 
all Media, resolved to take advantage of those trou¬ 
bles, and make them serve to exalt him to the royal 
dignity. He had a great reputation in his own coun¬ 
try, and passed for a man not only regular in his 
own conduct, but possessed of all the prudence and 
equity necessary to govern others. 

As soon as he had formed the design of obtaining 
the throne, he laboured to make the good qualities 
that had been observed in him, more conspicuous 
than ever: he succeeded so well, that the inhabitants 
of the village where he lived made him their judge. 
In this office he acquitted himself with great pru¬ 
dence; and his cares had all the success that had 
been expected from them; for he brought the people 
of that village to a sober and regular life. The 
inhabitants of other villages, whom perpetual disor¬ 
ders suffered not to live in quiet, observing the good 
order Dejoces had introduced in the place where he 
Dresided as judge, began to apply to him, and make 
him arbitrator of their differences. The fame of his 
equity daily increasing, all such as had any affair of 
consequence brought it before him, expecting to find 
that equity in Dejoces, which they could meet with 
no where else. 

When he found himself thus far advanced in his 
designs, he judged it a proper time to set his last 
engines to work for the compassing his point. He 
therefore retired from business, pretending to be over¬ 
fatigued with the multitude of people that resorted to 
him from all quarters: and would not exercise the 
office of judge any longer, notwithstanding all the 
importunity of such as wished well to the public 
tranquillity. Whenever any person addressed them¬ 
selves to him, he told them, that his own domestic 
affairs would not allow him to attend to those of other 
people. 

The licentiousness which had been for some time 
restrained by the judicious management of Dejoces, 
began to prevail more than ever, so soon as he had 


i This country, considered as a province of the Persian 
empire, was of various extent at various periods. In the 
days of Herodotus, its exient was much smaller than after 

the times of the Macedonian conquests, when it contained 

Aderbijan or the lesser Media. It was hounded as one of 

the Satrapies of Darius Hystaspes, by Assyria on the west, 

from which it was divided by the ranee of Zagros; on the 

N. W. by the range of Orontes, which separated it from 
Matiene (more properly Mardiene) (comprehending the mo¬ 
dern province of Ardelan) and by the great range of the 
Koflan Koh or Koflan Dagh, stretching north to the Ivizil 
Ozan or river of Gozan ; on the N. and N. E. by flyreania 
and Parthia, on the south by Persia, and on t he W. by 

i^osiana. These limits constituted the proper Media in 
the days nf Herodotus, and which was clearly distinguished 
therefore from Matiene (Mardiene) the trac.t watered by the 
river of Gozan, and the country afterwards denominated 
Atrppatia, and now called Aderbijan. 
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withdrawn himself from the administration of affairs; 
and the evil increased to such a degree, that the 
Medes were obliged to assemble, and deliberate upon 
tile means of putting a stop to'the public disorder. 

There are different sorts of ambition: some, violent 
and impetuous, carry every thing as it were by storm, 
hesitating at no kind of cruelty or murder; another 
sort, more gentle, like that we are speaking of, puts 
on an appearance of moderation and justice, working 
under ground (if I may use that expression,) and yet 
arrives at her point as surely as the other. 

Dejoces, who saw things succeeding according to 
his wish, sent his emissaries to the assembly, after 
having instructed them in the part they were to act. 
When expedients for stopping the course of the public 
evils came to be proposed, these emissaries, speaking 
in their turn, represented, that, unless the face of the 
republic was entirely changed, their country would 
become uninhabitable^ that the only means to reme¬ 
dy the present disorders was to elect a king, who 
should have authority to restrain violence, and make 
laws for the government of the nation. Then every 
man could prosecute his own affairs in peace and 
safety; whereas the injustice that now reigned in all 
parts, would quickly force the people to abandon the 
country. This opinion was generally approved; and 
the whole company was convinced, that no expedient 
could be devised more effectual for curing the present 
evil, than that of converting the state into a monarchy. 
The only thing then to he done, was to choose a king; 
and about this their deliberations were not long. 
They all agreed, there was not a man in Media so 
capable of governing as Dejoces; so that he was 
immediately with common consent elected king. 

If we reflect in the least on the first establishment 
of kingdoms, in any age or country whatsoever, we 
shall find, that the maintenance of order, and the 
care of the public good, was the original design of 
monarchy. Indeed there would be no possibility of 
establishing order and peace, if all men were resolved 
to be independent, and would not submit to an 
authority which takes from them a part of their liberty 
in order to preserve the rest. Mankind must be per¬ 
petually at war, if they will always be striving for 
dominion over others, or refuse to submit to the 
strongest. For the sake of their own peace and 
safety, they must have a master, and must consent to 
obey him. This is the human origin of government. 1 
And the scripture teaches us, tbat the Divine Provi¬ 
dence has not only allowed of the project, and the 
execution of it, but consecrated it likewise by an 
immediate communication of his own power. 

There is nothing certainly nobler or greater than to 
see a private person, eminent for his merit and virtue, 
and fitted by his excellent talents for the highest em¬ 
ployments, and yet through inclination and modesty 
preferring a life of obscurity and retirement: than to 
see such a man sincerely refuse the offer made to him, 
of reigning over a whole nation, and at last consent to 
undergo the toil of government, from no other motive 
than that of being serviceable to his fellow-citizens. 
His first disposition, by which he declares that he is 
acquainted with the duties, and consequently with the 
dangers, annexed to a sovereign power, shows him to 
have a soul more elevated and great than frreatness 
itself; or, to speak more justl} r , a soul supe|jor to all 
ambition: nothing can show him so perfectly worthy 
of that important charge, as the opinion he has of his 
not being so, and his fears of being unequal to it. But 
when he generously sacrifices his own quiet and satis¬ 
faction to the welfare and tranquillity of the public, it 
is plain he understands what that sovereign power has 
in it really good, or truly valuable; which is, that it 
puts a man in a condition of becoming the defender 
of his country, of procuring it many advantages, and 
of redressing various evils; of causing law and justice 
to flourish, of bringing virtue and probity into reputa¬ 
tion, and of establishing peace and plentj': and he 
comforts himself for the cares and troubles to which 
he is exposed, by the prospect of the many benefits 


i Rom. xiii. 1,2. 


resulting from them to the public. Such a governor 
was JVuma, at Rome; and such have been some other 
emperors, whom the people found it necessary to 
compel to accept the supreme power. 

It must be owned (I cannot help repeating it,) that 
there is nothing nobler or greater than such a dispo¬ 
sition. But to put on the mask of modesty and vir¬ 
tue, in order to satisfy one’s ambition, as Dejoces 
did: to affect to appear outwardly what a man is not 
inwardly; to refuse for a time, and then accept with 
a seeming repugnancy, what a man earnestly desires, 
and what he has been labouring by secret, under¬ 
hand practices to obtain; this double-dealing has so 
much meanness in it, that it necessarily lessens our 
opinion of the person, and extremely sullies the lustre 
of those good qualities, which, in other respects, he 
possesses. 

2 Dejoces reigned fifty-three 
years. When he had ascended the A. M. 3294. 
throne, he endeavoured to convince Ant. J. C. 710. 
the people, that they were not mis¬ 
taken in the choice they had made of him, for restor¬ 
ing of order. At first he resolved to have his dignity 
of king attended with all the marks that could inspire 
an awe and respect for his person. He obliged his 
subjects to build him a magnificent palace in the place 
he appointed. This palace he strongly fortified, and 
chose out from among his people such persons as he 
judged fittest to be his guards, from their attachment 
to hisjnterests, and his reliance on their fidelity. 

After having thus provided for his own security, he 
applied himself to polish and civilize his subjects, 
who, having been accustomed to live in the country 
and in villages, almost without laws and without po¬ 
lity, had contracted the disposition and manners of 
savages. To this end be commanded them to build a 
city, markingout himself the place and circumference 
of the walls. This city was compassed about with 
seven distinct walls, all disposed in such a manner, 
that the outermost did not hinder the parapet of the 
second from being seen, nor the second that of the 
third, and so of all the rest. The situation of the 
place .was extremely favourable for such a design, for 
it was a regular hill, w 7 hose ascent was equal on 
every side. Within the last and smallest enclosure 
stood the king’s palace, with all his treasures: in 
the sixth, which was next to that, there were'several 
apartments for lodging the officers of his house¬ 
hold ; and the intermediate spaces, between the 
other walls, were appointed for the habitation of the 
people: The first and largest enclosure was about 
the bigness of Athens. The name of this city was 
Ecbatana. 3 


o Herod. 1. i. o. 0G-101. 

» [That this celebrated city occupied the site of the modern 
Hamadan is unquestionable, from the great numher of au¬ 
thorities that agree in proving this, although many, as Mo- 
let, Ortelius, Golnitz, Teixeiru, Della Valle, Sir John Char¬ 
din, the learned authors of the Universal History, Gihbons, 
and Jones have referred it to Tauris in Aderbijan. Isidore 
of Charax, in his Parthian Stations, places it on the road 
from Seleucia to Parthia. Pliny makes it equidistant from 
Scleucia and Susa, and places the capital of Atropatia. 
(Aderbijan) midway between Ecbatana and Artaxata, and 
finally says that it lay on the road from Nineveh to Rages 
or Rey. This is also evident from Xenophon’s account of the 
retreat of the Ten Thousand Greeks, who heing arrived at a 
place where the Tigris was unfordahle, and an almost im¬ 
passable range of mountains in front, examined the prisoners 
respecting the direction of their course, who told them, that 
four roads branched off at that place; one led south to 
Babylon and Media, another to the east led to Susa nnd Ec¬ 
batana, a third led west over the Tigris to Lydia and Ionia, 
and a fourth went north to the Carduchian territories. At 
this day such a branching off of four different roads actually 
takes place at the very spot mentioned by Xenophon It is 
the modern village of Haiarrah, forty miles S. E. of the city 
of Zaku ; where one road loads to Mosul and Bagdad, south; 
another to Hamadan hy the pass of Derbend, or the Iron 
Gate over the Kara Dagh or Zagros; a third to Amadia, 
the ancient March*; and a fourth into Mesopotamia, or Al- 
Jezcerah, by a ford over the Tigris, a few miles north of 
Eski or Old Mosul. This clearly identifies Hamadan with 
Eebatan. 

Hamadan contains a great number of Mohammedan an- 
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The prospect of it was magnificent and beautiful; 
for, besides the disposition of the walls, which formed 
a kind of amphitheatre, the different colours where¬ 
with the several parapets were painted formed a de¬ 
lightful variety. 

After the city was finished, and Dejoces had obliged 
part of the Medes to settle in it, he turned all his 
thoughts to composing of law's for the good of the 
state. But being persuaded, that the majesty of kings 
is most respected afar off, [ major ex longinquo re- 
vereniia, Tacit.] he began to keep himself at a dis¬ 
tance from his people; was almost inaccessible, and, 
as it were, invisible to his subjects, not suffering them 
to speak or communicate their affairs to him, but 
only by petitions, aud the interpositions of his officers. 
And even those that had the privilege of approaching 
him, might neither laugh nor spit in his presence. 

This able statesman acted in this manner, in order 
the better to secure to himself the possession of the 
crown. For having to deal with men yet uncivilized, 
and no very good judges of true merit, he was afraid 
that too great a familiarity with him might induce 
contempt, and occasion plots and conspiracies against 
a growing power, which is generally looked upon with 
invidious and discontented eyes. But by keeping 
himself thus concealed from the eyes of the people, 
and making himself known only by the wise laws he 
made, and the strict justice he took care to adminis¬ 
ter to every one, he acquired the respect and esteem 
of his subjects. 

It is said, that from the innermost part of his palace 
he saw every thing that was done in his dominions, 
by means of his emissaries, who brought him ac¬ 
counts, and informed him of all transactions. By this 
means no crime escaped either the knowledge of the 
prince, or the rigour of the law; aud the punishment 
treading upon the heels of the offence, kept the 
wicked in awe, and stopped the course of violence 
and injustice. 

Things might possibly pass in this manner to a 
certain degree during his acl ministration: but there is 
nothing more obvious than the great inconveniences 
necessarily resulting from the custom introduced by 
Dejoces, and wherein he has been imitated by the 
res't of the Eastern potentates; the custom I mean, 
of living concealed in his palace, of governing by 
spies dispersed throughout his kingdom, of relying 
solely upon their sincerity for the truth of facts; of 
not suffering truth, the complaints of the oppress¬ 
ed, and the just reasons of innocent persons, to be 
conveyed to him any other way than through foreign 
channels, that is, by men liable to be prejudiced or 
corrupted; men that stopped up all avenues to remon¬ 
strances, or the reparation of injuries, and that were 
capable of doing the greatest of injustice themselves, 
with so much the more ease and assurance, as their 
iniquity remained undiscovered, and consequently 
unpunished. But besides all this, methinks, that very 
affectation in princes of making themselves invisible, 
shows them to be conscious of their slender merit, 
which shuns the light, and dares not stand the test of 
a near examination. # . 

Dejoces was so wholly taken up in humanizing 
and softening the manners, and in making laws for 
the good government of his people, that lie never 
engaged in any enterprise against his neighbours, 
though his reign was very long, for he did not die till 
after having reigned fifty-three years. 


tiquitics, as sepulchral stones, towers, mosques, old bazars, 
and Cufick inscriptions. Great numbers of Arsacidan and 
Sassanian coins are also to be found here, of which latter, 
Sir R. K. Porter brought away nine to England. A cylin¬ 
drical 6tone with Pcrscpolitan figures and characters on it 
fell into Morier’s hands; Moricr supposes that it excavations 
were permitted to be made ou what he judges was the site 
of the royal treasury, that valuable discoveries would he 
made. In iho days nf Benjamin of Tudela, the Spanish, Jew, 
50,000 Jews resided at this place. It was captured and to¬ 
tally ruined by Timur Bek in the I4th century, and though 
partly rebuilt, has never fully recovered its ancient splen¬ 
dour; and a great proportion of the population is now em¬ 
ployed in tanning and dressing leather, the best that is ma¬ 
nufactured in Persia.] 


PHRAORTES reigned twenty-two 
years. 1 After the death of Dejoces, A. M. 3347. 
Lis son Phraortes, called otherwise Ant. J. C. 657, 
Aphraartes, 2 succeeded. The af¬ 
finity between these two names would alone make 
one believe that this is the king called in Scripture 
Arphaxad; but that opinion has many other substan¬ 
tial reasons to support it, as may be seen in Father 
Montfaucon’s learned dissertation, of which I have 
here made great use. The passage in Judith, 3 That 
Arphaxad built a very strong city r and called it Ec - 
batana, has deceived most authors, and made them 
believe, that Arphaxad must be Dejoces, who was 
certainly the founder of that city. But the Greek 
text of Judith, which the Vulgate translation renders 
cedificaviti says only, That Arphaxad added new 
buildings to jfccbatanaA And what can be more na¬ 
tural, than that, the father not having entirely per¬ 
fected so considerable a work, the son should put the 
last hand to it, and make such additions as were 
wanting? 

Thraortes, 5 being of a very warlike temper, and not 
contented with the kingdom of Media lelt him by his 
father, attacked the Persians; and defeating them in 
a decisive battle, brought them under subjection to 
his empire. Then strengthened by +he accession of 
their troops, he attacked other neighbouring nations, 
one after another, till he made himself master of almost 
all the upper Asia, which comprehends all that lies 
north of Mount Taurus from Media as far as the 
river Halys. 

Elate with this good success, he ventured to turn 
his arms against the Assyrians, at that time indeed 
weakened through the revolt of several nations, but 
yet very powerful in themselves. Nahuchodonosor, 
their king, otherwise called Saosduchinus, raised a 
great army in his own country, and sent ambassadors 
to several other nations in the East, to require their 
assistance. They all refused him with contempt, and 
ignominiously treated his ambassadors, letting him 
see, that they no longer dreaded that empire, which 
had formerly kept the greatest part of them in a 
slavish subjection. 

The king, highly enraged at such insolent treat¬ 
ment, swore by his throne and his reign, that he would 
be revenged of all those nations, and put them every 
one to the sword. He then prepared for battle, with 
what forces he had, in the plain of Ragau. 6 A great 
battle ensued there, which proved fatal to Phraorte9. 
He was defeated, his cavalry fled, his chariots were 
overturned and put into disorder, and Nabuchodono- 
sor gained a complete victory. Then taking advan¬ 
tage of the defeat and confusion of the Medes, he 
entered their country, took their cities, pushed on his 
conquest even to Ecbatana, forced the towers and the 
walls by storm, and gave the city to be pillaged by 
his soldiers, who plundered it, and stripped it of all 
its ornaments. 

The unfortunate Phraortes. who had escaped into 
the mountains of Ragan, fell at last into the Lands of 
Nabuchodonosor, who cruelly caused him to be shot 
to death with darts. After that, he returned to Nine¬ 
veh with all his army, which was still very numerous, 
and for four months together did nothing but feast 
and divert himself with those that had accompanied 
him in this expedition. 

In Judith we read that the king of Assyria sent 
Holofernes with a powerful army, to revenge himself 


i Herod, c. 102. 

a He is called so by Eusebius, Chron. Grsoc. and by Geor. 
Synccl. 3 Judith, i. 3, 2. 

* ’Ejrwxoyoyttjjo - * * £tt» \E>c^«T«voif. Judith, Text.Gr. 

» Herod. 1. i, c. 102. 

s This is a large and extensive plain to the south of Te¬ 
heran, the present capital of Persia. It extends east and 
west to a great distance, and is bounded on the north by the 
mountains of Mazanderan, and south by an inferior range 
ihat separates it from the western limit of the Great Salt 
Desert. I suppose the mountains of Ragau, to which the 
unfortunate Thraortes fled, to have been those of Mazande- 
ran, as being difficult of access, in a great degree to caval¬ 
ry, and therefore the fittest place to which he could have 
fled. 
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of those that had refused him succours; the progress 
and cruelty of that commander, the general conster¬ 
nation of all the people, the courageous resolution of 
the Israelites to withstand him, in assurance that their 
God would defend them, the extremity to which Be- 
thulia, and the whole nation was reduced, the mira¬ 
culous deliverance of that city by the courage and 
conduct of the brave Judith, and the complete over¬ 
throw of the Assyrian army, are all related in the 
same book. 

CYAXARES I. reigned forty 

A. M. 3369. years. 1 This prince succeeded to 
Ant. J. C. 635. the throne immediately after his 
father’s death. He was a very 
brave, enterprising prince, and knew how to make 
his advantage of the late overthrow of the Assyrian 
array. He first settled himself well in his kingdom 
of Media, and then conquered all Upper Asia. But 
what he had most at heart, was to go and attack 
Nineveh, to revenge the death of his father by the 
destruction of that great city. 

The Assyrians came out to meet him, having only 
the remains of that great army, which was destroyed 
before Bethulia. A battle ensued, wherein the Assy¬ 
rians were defeated, and driven back to Nineveh. 
Cvaxares, pursuing his victory, laid siege to the city r , 
which was upon the point of falling inevitably into 
his hands, but the time had not yet come, when God 
designed to punish that city for her crimes, and for the 
calamities she had brought upon his people, as well 
as other nations. It was delivered from its present 
danger in the following manner. 

A formidable army of Scythians, from the neigh¬ 
bourhood of the Paulus Masotis, had driven the Cim¬ 
merians out of Europe, and was still inarching under 
the conduct of king Madyes in pursuit of them. The 
Cimmerians had found means to escape from the 
Scythians, who had advanced as far as Media. Cy- 
axares, hearing of this irruption, raised the siege 
from before Nineveh, and marched with all his forces 
against that mighty army, which like an impetuous 
torrent, was going to overrun all Asia. The two 
armies engaged, and the Medes were vanquished. 
The Barbarians, finding no other obstacle in their 
way, overspread not only Media, but almost all Asia. 
After that, they marched towards Egypt, from wheoce 
Psammiticus diverted their course by presents. They 
then returned into Palestine, where some of them 
plundered the temple of Venus at Ascalon, the most 
ancient of the temples dedicated to that goddess. 
Some of the Scythians settled at Bethshan, a city in 
the tribe of Manasseh, On this side Jordan, which from 
them was afterwards called Scythopolis. 

The Scythians for the space of twenty-eight years 
were masters of the Upper Asia, namely, the two 
Armenias, Cappadocia, Pontus, Cholchis and Iberia; 
during which time they spread desolation wherever 
they came. The Medes had no way of getting rid 
of them, but by a dangerous stratagem. Under pre¬ 
tence of cultivating and strengthening the alliance 
they had made together, they iavited the greatest part 
of them to a general feast, which was made in every 
family. Each master of the feast made his guests 
drunk, and in that condition were the Scythians mas¬ 
sacred. The Medes then repossessed themselves of 
the provinces they had lost, and once more extended 
their empire to the banks of the Halys, which was 
their ancient boundary westward. 

The remaining Scythians, 2 who were not at this 
feast, having heard of the massacre of their country¬ 
men, fled into Lydia to king Haljattes, who received 
them with great humanity. This occasioned a war 
between the two princes. Cyaxares immediately led 
his troops to the frontiers of Lydia. Many battles 
were fought during the space of five years, with al¬ 
most equal advantage on both sides. But the battle 
fought in the sixth year was very remarkable on ac¬ 
count of an eclipse of the sun, which happened during 
the engagement, when on a sudden the day was 
turned into a dark night. Thales, the Milesian, had 


* Herod, 1. i. c. 103—10G. a Herod. 1. i. c. 74. 
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foretold this eclipse. The Medes and Lydians, who 
were then in the heat of the battle, equally terrified 
with this unforeseen event, which they looked upon 
as a sign of the anger of the gods, immediately re¬ 
treated on both sides, and made peace. Syenesis 
king of Cilicia, and Nabuchodnosor, 3 king of Baby¬ 
lon, were the mediators. To render it more firm and 
inviolable, the two princes were willing to strengthen 
it by the tie of marriage, and agreed, that Halyattes 
should give his daughter Arycnis to Astyages, eldest 
son of Cyaxares. 

% The manner these people had of contracting an al¬ 
liance with one.another, is very remarkable. Besides 
other ceremonies, which they had in common with 
the Greeks, they had this in particular; the two con¬ 
tracting parties made incisions in their own arms 
and licked one another’s blood. 

Cyaxares’s first care,4 as soon as 
he found himself again in peace, A. M. 3373. 
was to resume the siege of Nine- Ant. J. C. 626. 
veh, which the irruption of the 
Scythians had obliged him to raise. Nabopolassar, 
king of Babylon, with whom he had lately contracted 
a particular alliance, joined with him in a league 
against the Assyrians. Having therefore united 
their forces they besieged Nineveh, took it, killed 
Saracus the king, and utterly destroyed that mighty 
city.6 

God had foretold by his prophets above 100 years 
before, that he would bring vengeance upon that im¬ 
pious city, for the blood of his servants, wherewith 
the kings thereof had gorged themselves, like raven¬ 
ous lions; that he himself would march at the head 
of the troops that should come to besiege it; that be 
would cause consternation and terror to go before 
them; that he would deliver the old men, the mothers, 
and their children, into the merciless hands of the sol¬ 
diers; that all the treasures of the city should fall into 
the hands of rapacious and insatiable plunderers; and 
that the city itself should be so totallyand utterly de¬ 
stroyed, that not so much as a vestige of it should he 
left; and that the people should ask thereafter, Where 
did the proud city of Nineveh stand? 

But let us hear the language of the prophets them 
selves:—Woe unto the bloody city (cries Nahum, 6 - 
it is full of lies and robbery; he that dasheth it in 
pieces is come up before thy face. The Lord cometh 
to avenge the cruelties done to Jacob and Israel. 7 I 


8 In Herodotus he is called Labynetus. 

* Herod. 1. i. c. 106. 

s “ On the eastern bank of the Tigris, but a mile higher 
up the stream than the city of Mosul, situated on its west¬ 
ern bank,” (says Ivinnier, who visited this place in 1814) 
“are two extensive mounds and large ramparts supposed to 
be the ruins of ancient Nineveh. The first is three-fourths 
of a mile in circumference, 150 feet, in height, and has the 
same appearance as the mounds at Shush, the ancient Susa. 
The circumference of the other is not so great, but its ele¬ 
vation is higher, and on its summit stands a tomb reputed 
by the natives to be that of the prophet Jonah, near which 
a village called Nunia has been erected. The Jews go in 
pilgrimage to this tomb, which is a small and magnificent 
building crowned with a cupola.” In the days of Tacitus, 
as we are informed by that annalist, there was a city called 
Nineveh, near the site of the ancient city. Perhaps this 
modern city answers to the city of Mosul, which was a 
large and populous city in the times of the Khalifate and 
the seat of an independent principality. It contains at pre¬ 
sent from 20,000 to 24,000 houses, and 15 Khans or cara- 
vanseries for lodging strangers. The number of Christian 
families resident here is 1200, one fourth of whom are Ne 3 - 
torians, the rest are Jacobites. Few of those horn in the 
city speak the Syriac language, but it is still spoken in tbe 
country villages. The Turks and Christians live together 
in rcmarkahle harmony. The Jews amount to 150 families 
and are remarkably ill treated and despised. It is situated 
in a very barren sandy plain, and its external appearance 
is much in its favour, being encompassed with stately walk 
of solid stone, over which the minarets or steeples of the 
mosques and other lofty buildings are seen with increased 
effect. The Tigris is very hroad here, being crossed by a 
bridge of 30 boats, to an island from which to the opposite 
shore is a stone causcwav, which may be crossed on foot 
when the river is low. When the inundations of the river 
take place the bridge of boats is taken away, 
s Nahum, iii. 1. 1 ii-1- 2. 
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hear already the noise of the whip, and the noise of 
the rattling 1 of the wheels, and of the prancing horses, 
and of the hounding chariots. The horseman lifted 
up both the bright sword, and the glittering spear. 1 
The shield of his mighty men is made red; the valiant 
men are in scarlet. The}' shall seem like torches, 
they shall run like the lightning. 2 God is jealous; 
the Lord revengeth, and is furious. The mountains 
quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is 
burnt at his presence: who can stand before his indig¬ 
nation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his 
anger? 3 Behold, I am against thee, sailh the Lord of 
hosts: I will strip thee of all thy ornaments. 4 Take 
ye the spoil of silver, take the spoil of gold; for there 
is no end of the store and glory out of all the plea¬ 
sant furniture. She is empty and void, and waste. 
Nineveh is destroyed; she is overthrown; she is de¬ 
solate. 5 The gates of the rivers shall be opened, 
and the palace shall be dissolved. 6 And Huzzab shall 
be led away captive; she shall be brought up, and 
her maids shalt lead her as with the voice of doves 
tabering upon their breasts. 7 I see a multitude of 
slain, and a great number of carcases; and there is 
no end of their corpses: they stumbled upon their 
corpses. 8 Where is the dwelling of the lions, and 
the feeding-places of the young lions, where the lion, 
even the old lion, walked, and the lion’s whelp, and 
none made them afraid: 9 where the lion did tear in 
pieces enough for his whelps, and strangled for his 
lionesses, and filled his holes with prey, and his dens 
with rapine. 10 The Lord shall destroy Assur. He 
shall depopulate that city, which was so beautiful, 
and turn it into a land where no man Cometh, and into 
ft desert. It shall be a dwelling-place for wild beasts, 
and the birds of night shall lurk therein. Behold, 
shall it be said, see that proud city, which was so 
stately, and so exalted; which said in her heart, I am 
the only city, and besides me there is no other. All 
they that pass by her, shall scoff at her, and shall in¬ 
sult her with hissings and contemptuous gestures. 11 

The two armies enriched themselves with the spoils 
of Nineveh: and Cyaxares prosecuting his victories, 
made himself master of all the cities of the kingdom 
of Assyria, except Babylon and Chaldea, which be¬ 
longed to Nabopolassar. 

After this expedition Cyaxares died, and left his 
dominions to his son Astyages. 

ASTYAGES reigned thirty-five 
A. M. 3409. years. This prince is called in 
Ant. J. C. 595. Scripture Almsuerus. Though his 
reign was very long, no less than 
thirty-five j r ears, yet nave we no particulars recorded 
of it in history. He had two children, whose names 
are famous, namely, Cyaxares, by his wife Aiyenis, 
and Mandane, by a former marriage. In his father’s 
life-time he married Mandane to Cambvses, the son 
of Achemenes, king of Persia: from this marriage 
sprung Cyrus, who was born but one year after the 
birth of his uncle Cyaxares. The latter succeeded 
his father in the kingdom of the Medes. 

Cyaxares II. This is the prince whom the Scrip¬ 
ture calls Darius the Mede. 

Cyrus, having taken Babylon, in conjunction with 
his uncle Cyaxares, left it under his government. 
After the death of his uncle, and his father Cambyses, 
he united the kingdom of the Medes and the Persians 
into one: in the sequel, therefore, they will be con¬ 
sidered only as one empire. 1 shall begin the history 
of that empire with the reign of Cyrus; which will 
include also what is known of the reigns of his two 
predecessors, Cyaxares and Astyages. But I shall 


i Nahum, iii. 2, 3. * ii. 3, 4. a i. o, 5 , 6> 

* iii. 5. 8 ii. 9, 10. 

s The author in this place renders it. Her temple is de¬ 

stroyed to the foundations. But I have chosen to follow our 

English Bible, though in the Latin it is templun , 

* Naimm. ii. G. 8 iii. 3, 

8 This is 0 noble image of the cruel avarice of the Assy¬ 
rian ki >gs who pillaged and plundered all their neighbour¬ 

ing nations,especially Judea, and carried away the spoils of 
them to Nineveh. 

10 Nahum, ii. 1], 12. 

it Zephan. ii. 13— -13. 


previously give seme account of the kingdom of Ly 
dia, because Croesus, its king, has a considerable 
shave in the events of which I am to speak. 


CHAPTER IV. 

THE HISTORY OF THE LYDIANS. 

The kings who first reigned over the Lydians 12 
are by Herodotus called Atyadae, that is, descendants 
from Atys. These, he tells us, derived their origin’ 
from Lydus, the son of Atys; and Lydus gave the 
name of Lydians to that people, who before this time 
were called Moeonians. 

These Atyadae were succeeded by the Heraclidae, 
or descendants of Hercules, who possessed this king¬ 
dom for the space of 505 years. 

Argo, great-grandson of Alcae¬ 
us, son of Hercules, was the first of A. M. 2781. 
the Heraclidae who reigned in Ly Ant. J. C. 1223. 
dia. The last was 

Candaules. This prince was married to a lady 
of exquisite beauty; and being infatuated by his pas¬ 
sion for her, was perpetually boasting of her charms 
to others. Nothing could serve him, but that Gyges, 
one of his chief officers, should see and judge of them 
by his own eyes; as if the husband’3own knowledge 
of them was not sufficient for his happiness, 13 or the 
beauty of his wile would have been impaired by his 
silence. The king to this end placed Gyges secretly 
in a convenient place; but notwithstanding that pre¬ 
caution, the queen perceived him ‘when be retired, 
yet took no manner of notice of it. Judging, as the 
historian represents it, that the most valuable treasure 
of a woman is her modesty, she studied a signal re¬ 
venge for the injury she had received; and, to punish 
the fault of her husband, committed a still greater 
crime. Possibly, a secret passion for Gyges had as 

rcat a share in that action, as her resentment for the 

ishonour done her. Be that as it will, she sent for 
Gyges, and obliged him to expiate his crime, either 
by his own death or the king’s, at his own option. 
After some remonstrances to no purpose, he resolved 
upon the latter, and by the murder of Candaules be¬ 
came master of his queen and his 
throne. By this means the kingdom A. M. 3286. 
passed from the family of the Hera- Ant. J. C. 718. 
clida? into that of the Mermnadse. 

Archilochus, the poet, lived at this time, and as 
Herodotus informs us, spoke, of this adventure of 
Gyges in his poems. 

I cannot forbear mentioning in this place what is 
related by Herodotus, that amongst the Lydians, and 
almost ali other Barbarians, it was reckoned shameful 
and infamous even for a man to appear naked. These 
footsteps of modesty, which are met with amongst 
pagans, ought to be reckoned valuable. 1 4 We are 
assured, that among the Romans, a son, who was 
coming to the age of maturity, never ivent into the 
baths with his father, nor even a son-in-law with his 
father-in-law: and this modesty and decency were 
looked upon by them as enjoined by the law of na¬ 
ture, the violation whereof was criminal. It is as¬ 
tonishing, that amongst us our magistrates take no 
care to prevent this disorder, which in the midst of 
Paris, at the season of bathing, is openly committed 
with impunity; a disorder so visibly contrary to the 
rules of common decency, so dangerous to young 
persons of both sexes, and so severely condemned 
by paganism itself. 

Plato 15 relates the story of Gyges in a different 
manner from Herodotus. He tells us that Gyges 


11 Ilerod. 1. i. c. 7—13. 

is Non contentus voluptatum suarum tacita conseientia— 
prorsus quasi silentiuni damnum pulehritudinis esset. Jus * 
tin . 1. i. c. 7. 

1 4 Nostro quidem morcemn parentibus puberos filii, cum 
soesris "eneri, non lavantur. Retinenda est i?itur Imjus 
"cm-ris verccundia, prncsertim natura ipsa magisna et ducc, 
Cic. 1. i. de Ojfic. n. 129. 

Nudare se nefas esse credebalur. Tal. J\Iaz. J. ii. eap. I. 

15 Plato de Rep. 1. ii. p. 359 
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wore a ring, the stone of which, when turned towards 
him, rendered him invisible; so that he had the ad¬ 
vantage of seeing others, without being seen himself; 
and that by means of this ring, with the concurrence 
of the queen, he deprived Candaules of his life and 
throne. This probably signifies, that in order to 
compass his criminal design, he used all the tricks 
and stratagems, which the world calls subtle and re¬ 
fined policy, which penetrates into the most secret 
purposes of others, without making the least disco¬ 
very of its own. This story, thus explained, carries 
in it a greater appearance of truth, than what we read 
in Herodotus. 

Cicero, after having related this fable of Gyges’s fa¬ 
mous ring, adds, that if a wise man had such a ring, 1 
he would Dot use it to any wicked purpose; because 
virtue considers what is honourable and just, and has 
no occasion for darkness. 

Gyges reigned thirty-eight 
A. M. 3286. years. 2 The murder of Candaules 

Ant. J. C. 718. raised a sedition among the Ly¬ 
dians. The two parties, instead of 
coming to blows, agreed to refer the matter to the 
decision of the Delphic oracle, which declared in fa¬ 
vour of Gvges. The king made large presents to the 
temple of Delphi, which undoubtedly preceded, and 
had no little influence upon the oracle’s answer. 
Among other things of value, Herodotus mentions six 
golden cups, weighing thirty talents, amounting to 
near a million of French money, which is about 
48,000J. sterling. 

As soon as he was in peaceable possession of the 
throne, he made war against Miletus, Smyrna, and 
Colophon, three powerful cities belonging to the 
neighbouring states. 

After he had reigned thirty-eight years, he died, 
and was succeeded by his son. 

Ardys, who reigned forty-nine 
A. M. 3324. years. 3 * It was in the reign of this 
Ant. J. C. 680. prince, that the Cimmerians, driven 
out of their country by the Scythse 
Nomades, went into Asia, and took the city of Sar¬ 
dis, with the exception of the citadel. 

SADYATTES reigned twelve 
A. JM. 3373. years. 6 This prince declared war 
Ant. J. C. 631. against the Milesians, and laid 
siege to their city. In those days 
the sieges, which were generally nothing more than 
blockades, were carried on very slowly, and lasted 
many years. This king died before lie had finished 
that of Miletus, and was succeeded by his son. 

II ALYATTES reigned fifty-seven 
A. M. 3385. years. 5 This is the prince who made 
Ant. J. C. 619. war against Cyaxares, king of Me¬ 
dia. He likewise drove the Cim¬ 
merians out of Asia. He attacked and took the cities 
of Smyrna and Clazomeme. He vigorously prose¬ 
cuted the war against the Milesians, begun by his 
father; and continued the siege of their city, which 
had lasted six years under his father, and continued 
as many under him. It ended at length in the fol¬ 
lowing manner: Halyattes, upon an answer he re¬ 
ceived from the Delphic oracle, had sent an ambassa¬ 
dor into the city, to propose a truce for some months. 
Thrasybulus, tyrant of Miletus, having notice of his 
coming, ordered all the corn, and other provisions, 
assembled by him and his subjects for their support, 
to be brought into the public market; and command¬ 
ed the citizens, at the sight of a signal that should be 
given, to be all in a general humour of feasting and 
jollity. The thing was executed according to his 
orders. The Lydian ambassador at his arrival was 
in the utmost surprise to see such plenty in the mar¬ 
ket, and such cheerfulness in the city. His master, 
to whom he gave an account of what he had seen, 
concluding that his project of reducing the place by 
famine would never succeed, preferred peace to so 


i Hunc ipeum annulum si habeat sapiens, nihilo plus 

sibi licere putet peceare, quam si non huheret. Honesta 
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apparently fruitless a war, and immediately raised 
the siege. 

Crujsus. His very name, which 
is become a proverb, conveys an A. M. 3442. 
idea of immense riches. The Ant. J. C. 562. 
wealth of this prince, to judge of it 
only by the presents he made Jo the temple of Del¬ 
phi, must have been excessively great. Most of those 
presents were still to be seen in the time of Herodo¬ 
tus, and were worth several millions. We may partly 
account for the treasures of this prince, 6 from certain 
mines that he had, situate, according to Strabo, 
between Pergamus and Atarna; as also from the 
little river Pactolus, the sand of which was gold. 
Rut in Strabo’s time this river had no longer the same 
advantage. 

What is very extraordinary,? this affluence did not 
enervate or soften the courage of Croesus. He 
thought it unworthy of a prince to spend his time in 
idleness and pleasure. For his part, he was perpetu¬ 
ally in arms, made several conquests, and enlarged 
his dominions by the addition of all the contiguous 
provinces, at Phrygia, Mysia, Paphlagonia, Bithynia, 
Pamphylia, and all the country of the Carians, Ioni- 
ans, Dorians, and dEolians. Herodotus observes, that 
he was the first conqueror of the Greeks, who till then 
had never been subject to a foreign power. Doubtless 
he must mean the Greeks settled in Asia Minor. 

Rut what is still more extraordinary in this prince, 
though he was so immensely rich, and so great a 
warrior, yet his chief delight was in literature and the 
sciences. His court was the ordinary residence of 
those famous learned men, so revered by antiquity, 
and distinguished by the name of the Seven Wise 
Men of Greece. 

Solon, 8 one of the most celebrated amongst them, 
after having established new laws at Athens, thought 
he might absent himself for some years, and improve 
that time by travelling. He went to Sardis, where he 
was received in a manner suitable to the reputation 
of so great a man. The king, attended with a nume¬ 
rous court, appeared in all his regal pomp and splen¬ 
dour, dressed in the most magnificent apparel, which 
was all over enriched with gold, and glittered with 
diamonds. Notwithstanding the novelty of this 
spectacle to Solon, it did not appear that he was the 
least moved at it, nor did he utter a word which dis¬ 
covered the least surprise or admiration; on the con¬ 
trary, people of sense might sufficiently discern from 
his behaviour, that he looked upon all this outward 
pomp, as an indication of a little mind, which knows 
not in what true greatness and dignity consist. This 
coldness and indifference in Solon’s first approach, 
gave the king no favourable opinion of his new guest. 

He afterwards ordered that all his treasures, his 
magnificent apartments, and costly turniture, should 
be showed him; as if he expected, by the multitude 
of his fine vessels, jewels, statues, and paintings, to 
conquer the philosopher’s indifference. But these 
things were not the king; and it was the king that 
Solon was come to visit, and not the walls and cham¬ 
bers of his palace. He bacl no notion of making a 
judgment of the king, or an estimate of his worth, by 
these outwai’d appendages, but by himself and Lis 
own personal qualities. Were we to judge at present 
by the same rule, we should find many of our great 
men wretchedly naked and desolate. 

When Solon had seen all, he was brought back to 
the king. Croesus then asked him, which of mankind 
in all his travels he had found the most truly happy? 
One Tellus , replied Solon, a citizen of Athens , a 
very honest and good man, who, after having 1 lived 
all his days without indigence, having always seen 
his country in a flourishing condition, has lift chil¬ 
dren that are universally esteemed, has had the satis¬ 
faction of seeing those children's children, and at 
last died gloriously in fighting for his country. 

Such an answer as this, in which gold and silver 
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were accounted as nothing, seemed to Croesus to de¬ 
note a strange ignorance and stupidity. However, as 
he flattered himself that he should be ranked at least 
in the second degree of happiness, he asked him, 
Who cf all those he had seen , was the next in felicity 
to Tellus? Solon answered, Cleobis and Biton, of 
Argos, two brothers !, zvho had left behind them a 
perfect pattern of fraternal affection, and of the res¬ 
pect due from children to their parents. Upon a so¬ 
lemn festival, when their mother, a priestess of Juno, 
was to go to the temple, the oxen that were to draw 
her not being ready, the two sons put themselves to 
the yoke, and drew their mother's chariot thither, 
which zcas above five miles dislant. All the mothers 
of the place, ravished with admiration, congratulated 
the priestess on being the mother of such sons. She, 
in the ti'ansports of her joy and thankfulness, earn¬ 
estly entreated the goddess to reward her children 
with the best thing that heaven can give to man. Her 
prayers were heard. When the sacrifice was over, 
her tioo sons fell asleep in the very temple, and there 
died in a soft and peaceful slumber. l 2 In honour of 
their piety, the people of Argos consecrated statues 
to them in the temple of Delphi. 

What, then, says Croesus, in a tone that showed 
his discontent, you do not reckon me in the number 
of the happy ? Solon, who was not willing either to 
flatter or exasperate him any farther, replied calmly: 
King of Lydia, besides many other advantages, the 
gods have given us Grecians a spirit of moderation 
and reserve, which has produced amongst us a plain, 
popular kind of philosophy, accompanied with a cer¬ 
tain generous freedom, void of pride or ostentation, 
and therefore not well suited to the courts of kings: 
this philosophy, considering what an infinite number 
of vicissitudes and accidents the life of man is liable 
to, does not allow us either to glory in any prosperity 
we enjoy ourselves, or to admire happiness in others, 
which perhaps may prove only transient or superfi¬ 
cial. From hence he took occasion to represent to 
him farther, That the life of man seldom exceeds sev¬ 
enty years, which make up in all 6250 days , of which 
no two are exactly alike ; 50 that the time to come is 
nothing but a series of various accidents, which can¬ 
not be foreseen. Therefore , in our opinion, contin¬ 
ued he, no man can be esteemed, but he whose happi¬ 
ness God continues to the end of his life: as for 
others zvho are perpetually exposed to a thousand dan¬ 
gers, we account their happiness as uncertain as the 
crown is to a person that is still engaged in battle, 
and has not yet obtained the victory. Solon retired, 
when he had spoken these words, 3 which served only 
to mortify Croesus, but not to reform him. 

iEsop, the author of the Fables, was then at the 
court of this prince, by whom he was very kindly en¬ 
tertained. He was concerned at the unhandsome 
treatment Solon received, and said to him by way of 
advice: Solon, we must either not come near princes 
at all, or speak things that are agreeable to them. 4 
Say rather, replied Solon, that we should cither never 
come near them at all, or else speak such things as 
may be for their good. 

In Plutarch's time some of the learned were of opi¬ 
nion, that this interview between Solon and Croesus 
did not agree with the dates of chronology. But as 
those dates are very uncertain, that judicious author 
did not think this objection ought to prevail against 
the authority of several credible writers, by whom 
this story is attested. 

What we have now related of Croesus is a very na¬ 
tural picture of the behaviour of kings and great men, 
who for the most part are seduced by flattery; and 
shows us at the same time the two sources from 
whence that blindness generally proceeds. The one 
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is, a secret inclination which all men have, but espe¬ 
cially the great, of receiving praise without any pre¬ 
caution, and cf judging favourably of all that admire 
them, and show an unlimited submission and com¬ 
plaisance to their humours. The other is, the great 
resemblance there is between flattery and a sincere 
affection, or a reasonable respect; which is sometimes 
counterfeited so exactly, that the wisest may be de¬ 
ceived, if they are not very much upon then* guard. 

Croesus, if we judged of him by the character he 
bears in history, was a very good prince, and worthy 
of esteem in many respects. He nad a great deal of 
good nature, affability, and humanity. His palace 
was a receptacle for men of wit and learning, which 
shows that he himself was a person of learning, and 
had a taste for the sciences. His weakness w r as, that 
he laid too great stress upon riches and magnificence, 
thought himself great and happy in proportion to his 
possessions, mistook regal pomp and splendour for 
true and solid greatness, and fed his vanity with the 
excessive submissions of those that stood in a kind of 
adoration before him. 

Those learned men, those wits and other courtiers, 
that surrounded this prince, ate at his table, partook 
of his pleasures, shared His confidence, and enriched 
themselves by his bounty and liberality, took care not 
to thwart the prince’s taste, and never thought of un¬ 
deceiving him with respect to his errors or false ideas. 
On the contrary, they made it their business to cherish 
and fortify them hi him, extolling him perpetually as 
the most opulent prince of his age, ana never speak¬ 
ing of his wealth, or the magnificence of his palace, 
but in terms of admiration and rapture; because they 
knew this was the sure w r ay to please him, and to se¬ 
cure his favour. For flattery is nothing else but a 
commerce of falsehood and lying, founded upon in¬ 
terest on one side, and vanity on the other. The flat¬ 
terer desires to advance himself,and make his fortune; 
the prince to be praised and admired, because he is 
his own first flatterer, and carries within himself a 
more subtle and better prepared poison than any adu¬ 
lation gives him. 

That maxim of iEsop, who had formerly been a 
slave, and still retained somewhat of the spirit and 
character of slavery, though he had varnished it over 
with the address of an artful courtier; that maxim of 
his, I say, which recommended to Solon, That we 
should either not come near kings, or say what is 
agreeable to them, show's us with what kind of men 
Croesus had filled his court, and by what means he 
had banished all sincerity, integrity, and duty, from 
his presence. In consequence of which, we see he 
could not bear that noble and generous freedom in 
the philosopher, upon which he ought to have set an 
infinite value; as he would have done, had he but un¬ 
derstood the worth of a friend, who, attaching him¬ 
self to the person, and not to the fortune, ol a 
prince,has the courage to tell him disagreeable truths; 
truths unpalatable, and bitter to self-love at the pre¬ 
sent, but that may. prove very salutary and service¬ 
able for the future. Die illis, non quod volunt au- 
dire , sed quod audisse semper yolent. These are 
Seneca’s own words, where he is endeavouring to 
show of what great use a faithful and sincere friend 
may be to a prince; and what he adds farther, seems 
to be w'ritten on purpose for Crcesus: Give him , says 
he, viholesome advice .* Let a zvord of truth once 
reach those ears, which areperjzetually fed and enter¬ 
tained with flattery. You will ask me, JVhat service 
can be done to a person arrived at the highest pitch 
offelicity? That of teaching him not to trust in his 
prosperity ; of removing that vain confidence he has 
in his power and greatness, as if they were to endure 
for ever; of making him understand, that every thing 
which belongs to, and depends upon, fortune, is asun- 
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stable as herself; and that there is often but the space 
of a moment between the highest elevation and the 
7nost unhappy downfall. 

It was not long before Croesus experienced the truth 
of what Solon had told him. 1 He had two sons; one 
of which being dumb, was a perpetual subject of afflic¬ 
tion to him; the other, named Atys, was distinguished 
by every good quality, aud his great consolation and 
delight. The father one pight had a dream, which 
made a great impression upon his mind, that this be¬ 
loved son of his was to perish by iron. This became a 
new source of anxiety and trouble, and care is taken 
to remove out of the young prince’s way every thing 
made of iron, as partisans, lances, javelins, &c. No 
mention is made of armies, wars, or sieges, before him. 
But one day there was to be an extraordinary hunting- 
match, for the killing of a wild boar, which had com¬ 
mitted great ravage in the neighbourhood. All the 
young lords of the court were to be at this hunting. 
Atys very earnestly importuned his father that he 
would give him leave to be present, at least as a spec¬ 
tator. The king could not refuse him that request, 
but entrusted him to the care of a discreet young 
prince, who had taken refuge in his court, and was 
named Adrastus. And this very Adrastus, as he was 
aiming his javelin at the boar, unfortunately killed 
Atys. It is impossible to express either the affliction 
of the father, when he heard of this fatal accident, or 
of the unhappy prince, the innocent author of the 
murder, who expiated his fault with his blood, stab¬ 
bing himself in tne breast with his own sword, upon 
the funeral pile of the unfortunate Atys. 

Two years were spent on this occasion in deep 
mourning, 2 the afflicted father’s thoughts being wholly 
taken up with the loss he had sustained. But the 
growing reputation and great qualities of Cyrus, who 
began to make himself known, roused him out of his 
lethargy. He thought it behoved him to put a stop to 
the power of the Persians, which was enlarging itself 
every day. As he was very religious in his way, he 
would never enter upon any enterprise without con¬ 
sulting the gods. But that he might not act blindly, 
and in order to be able to form a certain judgment 
on the answers he should receive, he was willing to 
assure himself beforehand of the truth of the oracles. 
For which purpose, he sent messengers to all the most 
celebrated oracles both of Greece and Africa, with 
orders to inquire, every one at-his respective oracle, 
what Croesus was doing on such a day and such an 
hour, before agreed on. His orders were punctually 
observed; and of all the oracles none gave a true an¬ 
swer but that of Delphi. The answer was given in 
Greek hexameter verses, and wa3 in substance as fol¬ 
lows: I know the number of the grains of sand on the 
sca-shore , and the measure of the ocean's vast extent. 
1 can hear the dumb, and him that has not yet learned to 
speak. A strong smell of a tortoise , boiled in brass , 
together with sheep's flesh , has reached my nostrils , 
brass beneath , brass above. And indeed the king, 
thinking to invent something that could not possibly 
be guessed at, had employed himself on the day and 

* Herod. 1. i. c. 34—45. * Ilerod. I. i. c. 4G—50. 
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hour set down, in boiling a tortoise and a lamb in a 
brass pot which had a brass cover. St. Austin observes 
in several places, that God, to punish the blindness 
of the Pagans, sometimes permitted the devils to give 
answers conformable to the truth. 

Croesus, thus assured of the veracity of the god, 
whom he designed to consult, offered 3000 victims to 
his honour, and ordered an infinite number of vessels, 
tripods, and golden tables to be melted down, and 
converted into ingots of gold, to the number of 117, to 
augment the treasures ot the temple of Delphi. Each 
of these ingots weighed at least two talents; besides 
which, he made several other presents: amongst 
others, Herodotus mentions a golden lion, weighing 
ten talents, and two vessels of an extraordinary size, 
one of gold, which weighed eight talents and a half 
and twelve mime; the other of silver, which contained 
600 of the measures called amphora*. All these pre¬ 
sents, and many more, which for brevity’s sake I omit, 
were to be seen in the time of Herodotus. 

The messengers were ordered to consult the god 
upon two points: first, whether Croesus should un¬ 
dertake a war against the Persians; secondly, if he 
did, whether he should require the succour of any 
auxiliary troops. The oracle answered, upon the first 
article, that if he carried his arms against the Persians, 
he would subvert a great empire; upon the second, 
that he would do well to make alliances with the 
most powerful states of Greece. He consulted the 
oracle again, to know how long the duration of his 
empire would be. The answer was, that it should 
subsist till a mule came to possess the throne of Me¬ 
dia; which he considered as an assurance of the per¬ 
petual duration of his kingdom. 

Pursuant to the direction of the oracle, Croesus en¬ 
tered into alliance with the Athenians, who at that 
time had Pisistratus at theirhead, and with the Lace¬ 
daemonians, who were indisputably the two most 
powerful states of Greece. 

A certain Lydian, 3 much esteemed for his prudence, 
gave Croesus, ou this occasion, very judicious advice. 
O prince, says he to him,why do you think of turning 

our arms against such a people as the Persians, who, 

eing born in a wild, rugged country , are inured 
from their infancy to every kind of hardship and fa¬ 
tigue; who being coarsely clad and coarsely fed, can 
content themselves ivith bread and water; who are ab¬ 
solute strangers to all the delicacies and conveniences 
of life; ivho, in a word, have nothing to lose if you 
conquer them, and every thing to gain if they conquer 
you; and whom it would be very difficult to drive out 
of our country, if they should once come to taste the 
sweets and advantages of it? So far therefore from 
thinking of beginning a war against them, it is my 
opinion we ought to thank the gods they have never 
put it into the heads of the Persians to come and at¬ 
tack the Lydians. But Croesus had taken his resolu¬ 
tion, and would not be diverted from it. 

What remains of the history of Croesus will be 
found in that of Cyrus, which I am now going to be- 
gin. 
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BOOK IV. 


CHAPTER I. 

THE HISTORY OF CYRUS. 

THE history of this prince is differently related by 
Herodotus and Xenophon. I follow the latter, as 
judging him infinitely more worthy of credit on this 
subject than the former; and as to those facts wherein 
they differ, I shall think it sufficient briefly to relate 
what Herodotus says of them. It is well known, 
that Xenophon served a long time under the younger 
Cyrus, who had in his troops a great number of Per¬ 
sian noblemen, with whom undoubtedly this writer, 
considering how curious he was, did often converse, 
in order to acquaint himself by that means with the 
manners and customs of the Persians, with their con¬ 
quests in general, but more particularly with those of 
the prince who had founded their monarchv, and whose 
history he proposed to write. This he tells us himself, 
in the beginning of his Cyropredia: Having always 
looked upon this great man as worthy of admiration, 
I took a pleasure of informing myself of his birth , 
his natural disposition, and the method of his educa¬ 
tion, that I might know by what means he became so 
great a prince; and herein 1 advance nothing but 
what has been told me. 

As to what Cicero says, in his first letter to his 
brother Quinta, that Xenophon's dcsigti in writing 
the history of Cyrus, was not so much to follow truth , 
as to give a model of a just government: 1 this ought 
not to lessen the authority of that judicious historian, 
or make us give the less credit to what he relates. All 
that can be inferred from thence is, that the design of 
Xenophon, who was a great philosopher, as well as 
a great captain, was not merely to write Cyrus’s his¬ 
tory, but to represent him as a mode! and example to 
princes, for their instruction in the arts of reigning, 
and of gaining the love of their subjects, notwith¬ 
standing the pomp and elevation of*their stations. 
With this view lie may possibly have lent his hero 
some thoughts, some sentiments, or discourses, of his 
own. But the substance of the facts ar.rl events he 
relates, is to be deemed true; and of this their con¬ 
formity with the holy Scripture isof itself a sufficient 
proof. The reader may see the dissertation of the 
Abbe Banier upon this subject in the Memoirs of the 
Academy of Belles Lettres*. 2 

For the greater perspicuity, I divide the history of 
Cyrus into three parts. The first will reach from his 
birth to the siege of Babylon: the second will compre¬ 
hend the description of the siege, and the taking of 
that city, with every thing else that relates to that 


* Cyrus ille a Xenophoute, non ad historic fidem scriptus, 
sed ad effigiem justi imperii. 3 Vol. vi. p. 400. 


great event: the third will contain that prince’s his¬ 
tory, from the taking of Babylon to his death. 

ARTICLE I. 

THE HISTORY OF CYRUS FROM HIS INFANCY TO 
THE SIEGE OF BABYLON. 

This interval besides his education, and the journey 
he made into Media to his grandfather Astyages, in¬ 
cludes the first campaigns of Cyrus, and the important 
expeditions subsequent to them. 

SECTION I.— cyrus’s education. 

Cyrus was the son ofCambyses, 
king of Persia, and of Mandane, A. M. 3405. 
daughter to Astyages, king of the Ant. J. C. 599. 
Medcs. 3 He was born one year 
after his uncle Cyaxares, the brother of Mandane. 

The Persians were at this time divided into twelve 
tribes^ and inhabited .only one province of that vast 
country which has since borne the name of Persia, 
and were not in all above 120,000 men. But this 
people having afterwards, through the prudence and 
valour of Cyrus, acquired the empire or the East, the 
name of Persia extended itself with their conquests 
and fortune, and comprehended all that vast tract of 
country which reaches from east to west, from the river 
Indus to the Tigris; and from north to south, from 
the Caspian sea to the ocean. And still to this day 
the country of Persia has the same extent. 

Cyrus was beautiful in his person, and still more 
deserving of esteem for the qualities of his mind; was 
of a very sweet disposition, full of good nature and 
humanity, and had a great desire for learning, and a 
noble ardour for glory. He was never afraid of any 
danger, or discouraged by any hardship or difficulty, 
where honour was to be acquired. He was brought 
up according to the laws and customs of the Persians, 
which were excellent in those days with respect to 
education. 

The public good, the common benefit of the nation, 
was the only principle and end of all their laws. 4 
The education of children was looked upon as the 
most important duty, and the most essentia! part of 
government: it was not left to the care of fathers and 
mothers, whose blind affection and fondness often 
rendered them incapable of that office; but the state 
took it upon themselves. Boys were all brought up 
in common, after one uniform manner; where every 
thing was regulated, the place and length of their 
exercises, the times of eating, the quality of their meat 
and drink, and their different kinds of punishment. 
The only food allowed either the children or the young 


3 Xen. Cyrop. 1, i. p. 3. * Xen. Cyrop. 1. i. p. —8. 
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men, was bread, cresses, and water; for their design 
was to accustom them early to temperance and sobri¬ 
ety : besides, they considered, that a plain, frugal 
diet, without any mixture of sauces or ragouts, would 
strengthen the body, and lay such a foundation of 
health, as would enable them to undergo the hard¬ 
ships and fatigues of war to a £ood old age. 

Here boys went to school to learn justice and virtue, 
as they do in other places to learn arts and sciences; 
and the crime most severely punished amongst them 
was ingratitude. 

The design of the Persians, in all these wise regu¬ 
lations, was to prevent, evil, being convinced that it* is 
much better to prevent faults than to punish them: 
and whereas in other states the legislators are satis¬ 
fied with enacting punishments for criminals, the Per¬ 
sians endeavoured so to order it, as to have no crimi¬ 
nals amongst them. 

Till sixteen or seventeen years of age the boys re¬ 
mained in the class of children; and here it was they 
learned to draw the bow, and to fling the dart or jave¬ 
lin; after which they were received into the class of 
youngmen. In this they were more narrowly watched 
and kept under than before, because that age requires 
the strictest inspection, and has the greatest need of 
restraint. Here they remained ten years; during 
which time they passed all their nights in keeping 
guard, as well for the safety of the city, as to inure 
them to fatigue. In the day-time they waited upon 
their governors, to receive their orders, attended the 
king when he went a hunting, or improved themselves 
in their exercises. 

The third class consisted of men grown up; and 
in this they remained five and twenty years. Out of 
these all the officers that were to command in the 
troops, and all such as were to fill the different posts 
and employments in the state, were chosen. When 
they were turned of fifty, they were not obliged to 
carry arms out of their own country. 

Besides these, there was a fourth or last class, from 
whence men of the greatest wisdom and experience 
were chosen, for forming the public council, and pre¬ 
siding in the courts of judicature. 

By this means every citizen might aspire to the 
chief posts in the government; but no one could ar¬ 
rive at them, till he had passed through all these seve¬ 
ral classes, and qualified himself for them by all these 
exercises. The classes were open to all; but gene¬ 
rally such only as were rich enough to maintain their 
children without working, sent them thither. 

Cyrus himself was educated in this manner, and 
surpassed all of his age, 1 not only in aptness to learn, 
but in courage and address in executing whatever he 
undertook. 

SECTION II.— CYRUS’S JOURNEY TO HIS GRAND¬ 
FATHER ASTYAGES, AND HIS RETURN INTO PER¬ 
SIA. 

When Cyrus was twelve years old, his. mother 
Mandane took him with her into Media, to his grand¬ 
father Astyages, who, from the many things he had 
heard said in favour of that young prince, had a great 
desire to see him. In this court young Cyrus found 
very different manners from those of his own country. 
Pride, luxury, and magnificence reigned here univer¬ 
sally. Astyages himself was richly clothed, had his 
eyes coloured, 2 his face painted, and his hair embel¬ 
lished with artificial locks. For the Medes affected 
an effeminate life, to be dressed in scarlet, and to wear 
necklaces and bracelets; whereas the habits of the 


* Cyrop. 1. i. p. 8—22. 

* The ancients, in order to set nff the beauty of the face, 
and to give more life to their complexions, used to form their 
cyo-brows into perfeet arches, and to colour them with 
black. To give the greater lustre to their eyes, they made 
their eye lashes of the same blackness. This arLifice was 
much in use among the Hebrews. It is said of Jezebel, 
Depinzit oculos suos stibio, 2 Kings, ix. 30. This drug had 
an astringent quality, which shrunk up ihe eye-lids, and 
made the eyes appear the larger, which at that time was 
reckoned a beauty. Plin. 1. xxxiii. c. G. From hence comes 
that epithet, which Homer so often gives to hi 3 goddesses: 
Botiiss-* 5 - great-eyed Juno. 

You. I,—20 


Persians were very plain and coarse. All this finery 
did not dazzle Cyrus, who without criticising or con¬ 
demning what he saw, was contented to live as he 
had been brought up, and adhered to the principles 
he had imbibed from his infancy. He charmed his 
grandfather with his sprightliness and wit,and gained 
every body’s favour by his noble and engaging beha¬ 
viour. I shall only mention one instance, whereby 
we may judge of the rest. 

Astyages, to make his grandson unwilling to return 
home, made a sumptuous entertainment, in which 
there was the utmost plenty and profusion of every 
thing that was nice and delicate. All this exquisite 
cheer and magnificent preparation Cyrus looked upon 
with great indifference; and observing Astyages to 
be surprised at his behaviour: The Persians , says he 
to the king, instead of going such a round-about ivay 
to appease their hunger, have a much shorter to the 
same end; a little bread and cresses with them ansioer 
the purpose. Astyages having allowed Cyrus to dis¬ 
pose of all the meats as he thought fit, the latter im¬ 
mediately distributed them to the king’s officers in 
waiting; to one, because he taught him to ride; to 
another, because he waited well upon his grandfather; 
and to a third, because he took great care of his mo¬ 
ther. Sacas, the king’s cup-bearer, was the only per¬ 
son to whom he gave nothing. This officer, besides 
the post of cup-bearer, had that likewise of introdu¬ 
cing those who were to have audience of the king; 
and as he could not possibly grant that favour to Cy¬ 
rus as often as he desired it, he had the misfortune to 
displease the prince, who took this occasion to show 
his resentment. Astyages testifying some concern at 
the neglect shown to this officer, for whom he had a 
particular regard, and who deserved it, as lie said, 
on account of the wonderful dexterity with which 
he served him: Is that ally papa? replied Cyrus; if 
that be sufficient to merit your favour, you shall see 
I will quickly obtain it; for I will take upon me to 
serve you better than he. Immediately Cyrus is 
equipped as a cup-bearer, and advancing gravely with 
a serious countenance, a napkin upon his shoulder, 
and holding the cup nicely with three of his fingers, 
he presented it to the king with a dexterity and grace 
that charmed both Astyages and Mandane. When 
he had done, he flung himself upon his grand-father’s 
neck, and kissing him, cried out with great joy: O 
Sacas! poor Sacas! thou art undone; I shall have thy 
place. 3 Astyages embraced him with great fondness, 
and said, lam mighty well pleased , my dear child; 
nobody can serve me with a better grace: but you 
haveforgotten one essential ceremony , which is that 
of tasting. And indeed the cup-bearer was used to 
pour some of the liquor into his left hand, and to 
taste it, before he presented it to the king: No, re¬ 
plied Cyrus, it is not through forgetfulness that I 
omitted that ceremony.—Why, then, says Astyages, 
for what reason did you do it?—Because 1 appre¬ 
hended there was poison in the liqiior. — Poison, child! 
How could you think sol—Yes; poison, papa; for not 
long ago, at an entertainment you'gave to the lords 
of your court, after the guests had drunk a little of 
that liquor, I perceived all their heads were turned; 
they sung, made a noise, and talked they did not know 
what: you yourself seemed to haveforgotten that you 
were king, and they that they were subjects; and ivhen 
you ivould have danced, you could not stand upon your 

legs. _ Why, says Astyages, have you never seen the 

same thing happen to your father? — No, never, says 
Cyrus. How is it with him when he drinks? — Why, 
when he has drunk, his thirst is quenched , and that's 

We cannot too much admire the skill of the histo¬ 
rian in giving such an excellent lesson of sobriety in 
this story; he might have done it in a serious grave 
way, and have spoken with the air of a philosopher; 
for Xenophon, warrior as he was, was no less excel¬ 
lent a philosopher than his master Socrates. But in¬ 
stead of that, he puts the instruction into the mouth ot 
achild, and conceals it under the veil ofa story, which, 
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in the original, is told with all the wit and agreeable- 
ness imaginable. 

Mandaue being upon the point of returning to Per¬ 
sia, Cyrus joyfully complied with the repeated re¬ 
quests his grandfather had made to him to stay in 
Media; being desirous, as he said, to perfect himself 
in the art of riding, which he was not yet master of, 
and which was not known in Persia, where the barren¬ 
ness of his country, and its craggy mountainous situ¬ 
ation, rendered it unfit for the breeding of horses. 

During the time of hi3 residence at this court, his 
behaviour procured him infinite love and esteem. He 
was gentle, affable, anxious to oblige, beneficent, and 
generous. Whenever the young lords had any favour 
to ask of the king, Cyrus was their solicitor. If the 
king had any subject of complaint against them, Cy¬ 
rus was their mediator; their affairs became his; and 
he always managed them so well, that he obtained 
whatever he desired. 

When Cyrus was about sixteen years of age, the 
son of the king of the Babylonians 1 (this was Evil- 
Merodach, son of Nabuchodonosor.) at a hunting- 
match a little before his marriage thought fit, in order 
to show his bravery, to make an irruption into the 
territories of the Medes; which obliged Astyages to 
take the field to oppose the invader. Here it was 
that Cyrus, having followed his grandfather, served 
his apprenticeship in war. He behaved himself so 
well on this occasion, that the victory which the 
Medes gained over the Babylonians was chiefly owing 
to his valour. 

The year after, his father recall- 
A. M. 3421. ing him, that he might complete 
Ant. J. C. 533. his course in the Persian exercises, 
he departed immediately from the 
court of Media, that neither his father nor his coun¬ 
try might have any room to complain of his delay. 
This occasion showed how much he was beloved. At 
his departure he was accompanied by all sorts of peo¬ 
ple, young aud old. Astyages himselfconducted him 
a good part of his journey on horseback; and when 
the sad moment came that they must part, the whole 
company were bathed in tears. 

Thus Cyrus returned into his own country, and re¬ 
entered the class of children, where he continued a 
year longer. His companions, after his long residence 
in so voluptuous and luxurious a court as that of the 
Medes, expected to find a great change in his man¬ 
ners; but when they found that he was content with 
tbeir ordinary table, and that, when he was present at 
any entertainment, lie was more sober and temperate 
than any of the company, they looked upon him with 
new admiration. 

From this first class he passed into the second, 
which is the class of youths; and there it quickly ap¬ 
peared that he had not his equal in dexterity, ad¬ 
dress, patience, and obedience. 

Ten years after, he was admitted into the men's 
class, wherein he remained thirteen years, till he set 
out at the head of the Persian army, to go to the aid 
of his uncle Cyaxares. 

SECTION III.— THE FIRST CAMPAIGN OF CYRUS, 
WHO GOES TO AID HIS UNCLE CYAXARES AGAINST 
THE BABYLONIANS. 

Astyages, 2 king of the Medes, 
A. M. 3444. dying, was succeeded by his son 
Ant. J. C. 560. Cyaxares, brother to Cyrus’s mo¬ 
th er. Cyaxares was no sooner on 
the throne, than he was engaged in a terrible war. 
He was informed that the king of the Babylonians 
(Neriglissor) was preparing a powerful army against 
him, and that he had already engaged several princes 
on his side, and amongst others Croesus, king of Lydia; 
that he had likewise sent ambassadors to the king of 
India, to give him bad impressions of the Medes and 


i In Xenophon this people are always called Assyrians ; 
and in truth they are Assyrians, but Assyrians of Babylon, 
whom we must not confound with those of Nineveh, whose 
empire, as we have seen already, was utterly destroyed by 
the ruin of Nineveh, the capital thereof, 

a Cyrop. 1. i. p. 22—37. 


Persians, by representing to him how dangerous a 
closer alliance and union between two nations already 
so powerful might be, since they could in the end 
subdue all the nations around them, if a vigorous op¬ 
position was not made to the progress of their power. 
Cyaxares therefore despatched ambassadors to Cam¬ 
byses, to desire succours from him; and ordered them 
to bring it about, that Cyrus should have the com¬ 
mand of the troops his father was to send. This was 
readily granted. As soon at it was known that Cyrus 
was to march at the head of the army, the joy was 
universal. The army consisted of 30,000 men, all in¬ 
fantry (for the Persians as yet had no cavalry;) but 
they were all chosen men, and such as had been raised 
after a particular manner. First of all Cyrus chose 
out of the nobility 200 of the bravest officers, each of 
whom was ordered to choose out four more of the 
same sort, which made 1000 in all; and these were 
the officers that were called 'O^ar^o^ and vvho sig¬ 
nalized themselves afterwards so gloriously upon all 
occasions. Every one of this thousand was appointed 
to raise among the people ten light-armed pike-men, 
ten slingers, and ten bowmen; which amounted in the 
whole to 31,000 men. 

Before they proceeded to the choice, Cyrus thought 
fit to make a speech to the 200 officers, whom, after 
having highly praised them for their courage, he in¬ 
spired with the strongest assurance of victory and 
success. Do you know , says he to them, the nature 
of the enemy you have to deal with? They are soft, 
effeminate, enervated men, already half conquered by 
their own luxui'y and voluptuousness; men not able to 
bear either hunger or thirst; equally incapable of sup¬ 
porting either "the toil of war or the sight of danger: 
whereas you, that are inured from your infancy to a 
sober and hard way of living; to you, I say, hunger 
and thirst are but the sauce, and the only sauce, to 
your meals; fatigues are your pleasure, dangers your 
delight, and the "love of your country and of glory 
your only passion. Besides, the justice of your cause 
is another considerable advantage. They are the ag¬ 
gressors . It is the enemy that attacks vs, and it is 
ourfriends and allies that require our aid. Can any 
thing be more just than to repel the injury they offer 
us? Is there any thing more honourable than to fy 
to the assistance of our friends? But what ought to 
be the principal motive of your confidence is, that I 
do not engage in this expedition without having first 
consulted the gods , and implored their protection; for 
you know it is my custom to begin all my actions, and 
all my undertakings, in that manner. 

Cyrus soon after set out without 
loss of time; but before his depar- A. M. 3445. 
ture he invoked the gods of the Ant. J. C. 559. 
country a second time. For hisgreat 
maxim was, and he had it from his father, that a man 
ought not to form any enterprise, great or small, with¬ 
out consulting the divinity, and imploring his protec¬ 
tion. Cambyses had often taught him to consider, 
that the prudence of men is very short, and their views 
very limited; that they cannot penetrate into futurity; 
and that many times what they think must needs turn 
to their advantage, proves their ruin; whereas the 
gods, being eternal, know all things, future as well as 
past, and inspire those they love to undertake what is 
most expedient for them: which is a favour and a pro¬ 
tection they owe to no man, and grant only to those 
that invoke and consult them. 

Cambyses accompanied his son as far as the fron¬ 
tiers of Persia; and in the way gave him excellent 
instructions concerning the dutfes of the general of an 
army. Cyrus thought himself ignorant of nothing 
that related to the business of war, after the many 
lessons he had received from the most able masters 
of that time. Have your masters, says Cambyses to 
him, given you any instructions concerning economy, 
that is to say, concerning the manner of supplying an 
army ivith all necessary provisions, of preventing 
sickness, and preserving the health of the soldiers, 
of fortifying their bodies by frequent exercises, of 
exciting a generous emulation amongst them, of ma - 


a Men of the same dignity. 





HISTORY OF CYRUS. 


155 


king * 1 yourself obeyed, esteemed, and beloved by your 
soldiers? Upon each of these points, and upon seve¬ 
ral others mentioned by the king, Cyrus owned he 
liad never heard one word spoken, and that it was all 
entirely new to him. What is it then your masters 
have taught you?—They have taught me to fence, re¬ 
plied the prince, to draw the bow, to fling the javelin, 
to mark out a camp, to draw the plan of afortificaiion, 
to range troops in order of battle, to review them, to 
see them mareft, flile off, and encamp. Cambyses, 
smiling, gave his son to understand, that they had 
taught him nothing of what was most material and 
essential for a good officer and an expert commander 
to know: and in one single conversation, which cer¬ 
tainly deserves to be well studied by all young gen¬ 
tlemen designed for the army, he taught him infi¬ 
nitely more than all the celebrated masters had done, 
in the course of several years. One short instance 
of this discourse may serve to give the reader an idea 
of the rest. 

The question was, What are the proper means of 
making the soldiers obedient and submissive? The 
way to effect that, says Cyrus, seems to be very easy, 
and very certain; it is only to praise and reward 
those that obey, to punish and stigmatize such as fail 
in their duly .— You say well, replied Cambyses; that 
is the way to make them obey by force; but the chief 
point is, to make them obey you willingly and freely. 
Now the sure method of effecting this, is to convince 
those you command, that you know better what is for 
their advantage than they do themselves; for all man¬ 
kind readily submit to those of whom they have that 
opinion. This is the principle, from whence that 
blind submission proceeds which you see sick persons 
pay to their physician, travellers to their guide, and 
a ship's company to the pilot. Their obedience is 
founded only upon their persuasion , that the physi¬ 
cian, the guide, and the pilot , are all more skilful and 
better it formed in their respective callings than 
themselves.—But what shall a man do, says Cyrus to 
his father, to appear more skilful and expert than 
others?—He must really be so, replied Cambyses; 
and in order to be so, he must apply himself closely to 
his profession , diligently study all the rules of it, con¬ 
sult the most able and experienced masters, neglect no 
circumstance that may contribute to the success of his 
enterprise; and, above all, he must have recourse to 
the protection of the gods, from whom alone we re¬ 
ceive all our wisdom, and all our success. 

As soon as Cyrus had arrived in Media, 1 and reach¬ 
ed Cyaxares, the first thing he did, after the usual 
compliments had passed, was to inform himself of the 
quality and number of the forces on both sides. It ap¬ 
peared by the computation made of them, that the 
enemy’s army amounted to 200,000 foot, and 60,000 
horse; and that the united armies of the Medes and 
Persians scarce amounted to half the number.of foot; 
and as to the cavalry, the Medes had not so many by 
a third. This great inequality put Cyaxares in terri¬ 
ble fears and perplexities. He could think of no 
other expedient than to send for another body of 
troops from Persia, more numerous than that already 
arrived. But this expedient, besides that it would 
have taken up too much time, appeared in itself im¬ 
practicable. Cyrus immediately proposed another, 
more sure aod more expeditious, which was, that his 
Persian soldiers should change their arms. As they 
chiefly used the bow and javelin, and consequently 
their manner of fighting was at a distance, in which 
kind of engagement the greater number was easily 
Superior to the lesser, Cyrus was of opinion that they 
should be armed with such weapons as should oblige 
them to come to blows with the enemy immediately, 
and by that means render the superiority of their 
numbers useless. This project was highly approved, 
and instantly put into execution. 

Cyrus established a wonderful order among the 
troops, 2 and inspired them with a surprising emula¬ 
tion, by the rewards he promised, and by his obliging 
and engaging deportment towards all. He valued 


money only as it allowed him an opportunity of being 
generous. He was continually making presents to 
one or other, according to their rank or their merit; 
to one a buckler, to another a sword, or something 
of the same kind equally acceptable. By this generos¬ 
ity, this greatness of soul, and beneficent disposition, 
he thought a general ought to distinguish himself, and 
not by the luxury of his tahle, or the richness of his 
clothes, and still less by bis haughtiness and imperi¬ 
ous demeanour. A commander could not, he said, 
give actual proofs of Ids munificence to every body? 
and for that very reason he thought himself obliged 
to convince every body of his inclination and good 
will: for though a prince might, exhaust his treasures 
by making presents, yet he could not injure himself 
by benevolence and affability; by being sincerely con¬ 
cerned in the good or evil that happens to others, and 
by making it appear that he is so. 

One day, 4 as Cyrus was reviewing his army, a mes¬ 
senger came to him from Cyaxares, to acquaint him, 
that some ambassadors being arrived from the king 
of the Indies, he desired bis presence immediately. 

; For this purpose, said he, I have brought you a rich 
garment; for the king desires you would appear mag¬ 
nificently dressed before the Indians, to do the nation 
honour. Cyrus lost not a moment’s time, but instant¬ 
ly set out with his troops, to wait upon the king; 
though without changing his dress, which was very 
plain, after the Persian fashion, and not (as the Greek 
text has it) polluted or spoiled by any foreign orna¬ 
ment. 5 Cyaxares seemed at first a little displeased 
with it; If 1 had dressed myself in purple, says Cyrus, 
and loaded myself with bracelets and chains of gold , 
and with all that had been longer in coming, should 
I have done you more honour than I do now by my 
expedition, and the sweat of my face, and by letting 
all the world see with whatpromptitude and despatch 
your orders are obeyed? 

Cyaxares, satisfied with this answer, ordered the 
Indian ambassadors to be introduced. The purport 
of their speech was, that they were sent by the king 
their master to learn the cause of the war between the 
Medes and the Babylonians, and that they had orders, 
as soon as they had heard what the Medes should say, 
to proceed to the court of Babylon, to know what 
motives they had to allege on their part: to the end 
that the king, their master, after having examined the 
reasons on both sides, might take part with those who 
had right and justice on their side. This is making a 
noble and glorious use of great power; to be influen¬ 
ced only by justice, to seek no advantage from the 
division of neighbours, but declare openly against 
the unjust aggressor, in favour of the injured party. 
Cyaxares ana Cyrus answered, that they bad given 
the Babylonians no subject of complaint, and that 
they willingly accepted the mediation of the king of 
India. It appears in the sequel that be declared for 
the Medes. 

The king of Armenia, 6 who was a vassal of the 
Medes, looking upon them as ready to be swallowed 
up by the formidable league form¬ 
ed against them, thought fit to lay A. M. 3447. 
hold on this occasion to shake on Ant. J. C. 557. 
theiry r oke. Accordingly, he refused 
to pay them the ordinary tribute, and to send them 
the number of troops he was obliged to furnish in 
time of war. This highly embarrassed Cyaxares, who 
was afraid at this juncture of bringing new enemies 
upon his hands, if he undertook to compel the Arme¬ 
nians to execute their treaty. But Cyrus, having 
informed himself exactly of the strength and situation 
of the country, undertook the affair. The important 
point was to keep the design secret, without which it 
was not likely to succeed. He therefore appointed a 
great hunting-match on that side of the country; for 
it was his custom to ride out that way, and frequently 
to hunt with the king’s son, and the young noblemen 


a Cyrop. 1. viii. p; 207. ^ * Ibid. 1. ii. p. 56. 

» *Ev r>t ntpo-ix), ovSiv rt vRpurfttv^. A fine ex¬ 

pression, but not to be rendered into any other language 
with the same beauty, 

i « Cyrop 1. ii. p. 58—61.1. iii. p. 62—70. 


1 Cyrop. 1. ii. p. 38—40, 


a Cyrop. 1. ii. p. 44. 








HISTORY OF CYRUS. 


156 

of Armenia. On the day appointed, he set out with 
a numerous retinue. The troops followed at a dis¬ 
tance, and were not to appear till a signal was given. 
After some days’ hunting, when they were come 
pretty near the palace where the court resided, Cyrus 
communicated liis design to his officers; and sent 
Cbrysantas with a detachment,orderingthem to make 
themselves masters of a certain steep eminence, where 
he knew the king used to retire, in case of an alarm, 
with his family and his treasure. 

This being done, he sends a herald to the king of 
Armenia, to summon him to perform the treaty, and 
in the mean time orders his troops to advance. A ever 
was greater surprise, and the perplexity was equally 
great. The king was conscious of the wrong he had 
done; andyvas now destitute of every resource. How¬ 
ever, he did what he could to assemble his forces to¬ 
gether from all quarters; and, in the mean time, de¬ 
spatched his youngest son, called Sabaris, into the 
mountains, with his wives, his daughters, and what¬ 
ever was most precious and valuable. But when he 
was informed by his scouts, that Cyrus was coming 
close after them, he entirely lost all courage, and all 
thoughts of making a defence. The Armenians, fol¬ 
lowing his example, ran away, every one where ‘lie 
could, to secure what was dearest to him. Cyrus, 
seeing the country covered with people that were 
endeavouring to make their escape, sent them word, 
that no harm should be done them if they stayed in 
their houses; but that as many as were taken running 
away, should be treated as enemies. This made them 
all retire to their habitations, excepting a few r that 
followed the king. 

On the other hand, they that were conducting the 
princesses to the mountains, fell into the ambush 
Chrysantas had laid for them, and were most of them 
taken prisoners. ‘The queen, the king’s son, his 
daughters, his eldest son’s wife, and his treasures, all 
fell into the hands of the Persians. 

The king, hearing this melancholy news, and not 
knowing what would become of him, retired to a little 
eminence; where he was presently invested by the 
Persian army, ancl soon obliged to surrender. Cyrus 
ordered him with all his family, to be brought into the 
midst of the army. At the very instant arrived Ti¬ 
granes, the king’s eldest son, who was just returned 
From a journey. At so moving a spectacle he could 
not forbear weeping. Cyrus, addressing himself to 
him, said: Prince, you are come very seasonably to 
be present at the trial of your father. And immedi¬ 
ately he asssembled the captains of the Persians and 
Meaes; and called in also the great men of Armenia. 
Nor did he so much as exclude the ladies from this 
assembly, who were then in their chariots, but gave 
them full liberty to hear and see all that passed. 

When all was ready, and Cyrus had commanded 
silence, he began with requiring of the king, that in 
all the questions he was going to propose to him, he 
would answer sincerely, because nothing could be 
more unworthy a person of his rank than to use dis¬ 
simulation or Falsehood. The king promised he would. 
Then Cyrus asked him, but at different times, propo¬ 
sing each article separately and in order, whether it 
was not true, that he had made war against Astyages, 
king of the Medes, his grandfather; whether heliad 
not been overcome in thatwar, and in consequence of 
his defeat concluded a treaty with Astyages; whether 
by virtue of that treaty, he’was not obliged to pay a 
certain tribute, to furnish a certain number of troops, 
arid not to keep any fortified place in his country. It 
was impossible for the king to deny any of these 
facts, which were all public and notorious. For what 
reason then, continued Cyrus, have you violated the 
treaty in evei'y article?—For no other , replied the 
king, than because I thought it a glorious thing to 
shake of' the yoke , to livefree, and to leave my child- 
renin the same condition -—It is really glorious , an¬ 
swered Cyrus, to Jight in defence of liberty; but if 
any one , after he is reduced to servitude , should at¬ 
tempt to run away from his master, what would you 
do with him?—1 must confess, says the king, I would 
punish him.—And if you had given a government to 
me of your subjects , and he should be found to have 


conducted himself amiss, would you continue him in 
his post? —JVb, certainly; I would put another in his 
place.—And if he had amassed great riches by his 
unjust practices?—I would strip him of them .— But, 
which is still worse, if he had held intelligence 'with 
your enemies, how would you treat him?—Though I 
should pass sentence upon myself, replied the king, 
I must declare the truth: I would put him to death . 
At these words, Tigranes tore bis tiara from his head, 
and rent his garments. The women burst out into 
lamentations and outcries, as if sentence had actually 
passed upon him. 

Cyrus having again commanded silence, Tigranes 
addressed himself to the prince to this effect: Great 
prince , can you think it consistent with your prudence 
to put my father to death, even against your own in¬ 
terest?—How against my interest? replied Cyrus.— 
Becmise he was never so capable of doing you ser¬ 
vice.—How do you make that appear?—Do the faults 
we commit enhance our merit, and give us a new title 
to consideration and favour?—They certainly do, 
provided they serve to make us wiser. For of ines¬ 
timable value is wisdom: are either riches, courage, 
or address, to be compared to it? JVow it is evident, 
this single day's experience has infniiely improved 
my father's wisdom. He knows how dear the viola¬ 
tion of his word has cost him. He has proved and 
felt how much you are superior to him in all respects . 
He has not been able to succeed in any of his designs; 
but you have happily accomplished all yours; and 
with that expedition and secrecy, that he has found 
himself surrounded, and taken, before he expected to 
be attacked; and the very place of his retreat has ser¬ 
ved only to ensnare him.—But your father, replied 
Cyrus, has yet undergone no sufferings that can have 
taught him wisdom .— The fear rf evils, answered Ti¬ 
granes, when it is so well founded as this is, has a 
much sharper sting , and is more capable of piercing 
the soul , than the evil itself Besides, permit me to 
say, that gratitude is a stronger, and more prevailing 
motive, than any whatever: and there can be no obli¬ 
gations in the world of a higher nature than those 
you will lay upon my father. His fortune, liberty, 
sceptre, life, wives and children, all restored to him 
with such a generosity; where can yon fnd, illustri¬ 
ous prince, in one single person , so many string and 
powerful ties to attach him to your service ? 

JVell, then, replied Cyrus, turning to the king, if I 
should yield to your son's entreaties, with what num¬ 
ber of men, and what sum of money, will you assist vs 
in the war against the Babylonians?—My troops 
and treasures , says the Armenian king, are no longer 
mine; they are entirely yours. I can raise 40,000 
foot, and 8000 horse; and as to money, 1 reckon, that , 
including the treasure which my father left me, there 
are about 3000 talents ready money. All these are 
wholly qt your disposal. Cyrus accepted half the 
number of the troops, and left the king the other half, 
for the defence of the country against the Chaldeans, 1 
with whom he was at war. The annual tribute which 
was due to the Medes he doubled, and instead of fifty 
talents exacted 100, and borrowed the like sum over 
and above in his own name. But what would you 
give me, added Cyrus, for the ransom of your wives? 
—All that I have in the world, answered the king.— 
And for the ransom of your children?—The same 
thing.—From this time , then, you are indebted to me 
twice the value of all your possessions. Andyou, Ti¬ 
granes, at what price would you redeem the liberty 
of your wife? Now he had but lately married her 
and was passionately fond of her. At the price, says 
he, of a thousand lives, if I had them. Cyrus then 
conducted them all to his tent, and entertained them 
at supper. It is easy to imagine what transports of 
joy there must have been upon this occasion. 

After supper, as they were discoursing upon vari¬ 
ous subjects, Cyrus asked Tigranes, what was be¬ 
come of a governor he had often seen hunting with 


i Xenophon never rails the people of Babylonia, Chalde¬ 
ans ; but Herodotus, 1. vii. c. 63, and Strabo, 1. xvi. p. 739, 
style them so. The Chaldeans meant in this plaee were a 
people adjoining to Armenia, 
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him, and for whom be had a particular esteem. Alas! 
says Tigranes, he is no more; and I dare not tell ynu 
by what accident I lost him. Cyrus pressing him to 
tell him; My father, continued Tigranes, seeing I 
had a very tender affection for this governor . and 
that I was extremely attached to him, conceived some 
suspicions against him, and put him to death. But 
he was so worthy a man , that, as he was ready to ex¬ 
pire, he sent for me, and spoke to me in these ivords: 
* Tigranes, let not my death occasion any disaffection 
in you towards the king your father. )Uhat he has 
'done to me did not proceedfrom malice, but only from 
prejudice, and a false notion wherewith he was un¬ 
happily blinded .'—O the excellent man! cried Cyrus, 
mever forget the last advice he gave you. 
j When the conversation was ended, Cyrus before 
they parted, embraced them all, in token of a perfect 
' reconciliation. This done, they got into their chariots, 

1 with their wives, and went home full of gratitude and 
■ admiration. Nothing but Cyrus was mentioned the 
whole way; some extolling his wisdom, others his 
valour; some admiring the sweetness of his temper, 
others praising the beauty of his person, and the ma¬ 
jesty of his mien. And you, says Tigranes, address¬ 
ing himself to his bride, what do you think of Cyrus's 
aspect and deportment?—I did not observe him, re¬ 
plied the ladv.— Upon what object then did you fx 
your eyes?—Xjpon him that said he would give a thou¬ 
sand lives as the ransom of my liberty. 

The next day, the king of Armenia sent presents 
to Cyrus, and refreshments for his whole army, and 
brought him double the sum of money he was required 
to furnish. But Cyrus took only what had been stip¬ 
ulated, and restored him the rest. The Armenian 
troops were ordered to be ready in three days’ time, 
and Tigranes desired to command them. 

I have thought proper, for several reasons, to give 
so circumstantial an account of this affair; though I 
have so far abridged it, that it is not above a quarter 
of what we find in Xenophon. 

In the first place, it may serve to give the reader a 
notion of the style of that excellent historian, and ex¬ 
cite his curiosity to consult the original, the natural 
and unaffected beauties of which are sufficient to jus¬ 
tify the singular esteem which persons of good taste 
have ever had for the noble simplicity of that author. 
To mention but one instance; what an idea of chastity 
and modesty, and at the same time what a wonderful 
simplicity, and delicacy of thought, are there in the 
answer of Tigranes’s wife, who has no eyes but for 
her husband l 

In the second place, those short, close, and pressing 
interrogatories, each of which demands a direct, pre¬ 
cise answer from the king of Armenia, discover the 
disciple and scholar of Socrates, and show how well 
he retained the taste of his master. 

Besides, this narrative will give us some idea of the 
judgment that ought to be formed of Xenophon's Cy- 
ropsedia; the substance of which is true, though it is 
embellished with several circumstances, added by the 
author, and introduced expressly to grace his instruc¬ 
tive lessons, and the excellent rules he lays down con¬ 
cerning government. Thus much therefore in the 
event we are treating of is real. The king of Arme¬ 
nia having refused to pay the Medes the tribute he 
owed them, Cyrus attacked him suddenly, and before 
he suspected anv designs against him, made himself 
master of the only fortress he had, and took his family 
prisoners; obliged him to pay the usual tribute, and 
to furnish his proportion of troops; and after all so 
won upon him by his humanity and courteous be¬ 
haviour, that he rendered him one of the faithfullest 
and most affectionate allies the Medes ever had. The 
rest is inserted only by way of embellishment, and is 
rather to be ascribed to the historian, than to the 
history itself. 

I should never myself have found out what the story 
of the governor’s being put to death by Tigranes r s 
father signified, though I was very sensible it had some 
enigmatical meaning in i!ii. ; place. A person of quali¬ 
ty,^ one of the greatest wits and finest speakers of the 

i M. le Comte do Tresvilles. 
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last age, who was perfectly well acquainted with the 
Greek authors, gave me an explanation of it many 
years ago, which I have not forgotten, and which I 
take to be the true meaning of that enigma. He 
supposed that Xenophon intended it as a picture of 
the death of his master Socrates, ol whom the state 
of Athens became jealous, on account of the extra¬ 
ordinary attachment all the youth of the city had to 
him; which at last gave occasion to that philosopher's 
condemnation and death, which he suffered without 
murmur or complaint. 

In the last place, I thought it proper not Jo miss 
this opportunity of pointing out such qualities in my 
hero as are not always to be met with in persons of 
his rank; and such as, by rendering them infinitely 
more valuable than all their military virtues, would 
most contribute to the success of their designs. In 
most conquerors we find courage, resolution, intre¬ 
pidity, a capacity for martial exploits, and all such 
talents as make a noise in the world, and are apt to 
dazzle by their glare: but an inward stock of good¬ 
ness, compassion, and gentleness towards the unhap¬ 
py, an air of moderation and reserve even in prosper¬ 
ity and victory, an insinuating and persuasive beha¬ 
viour, the art of gaining people’s hearts, and attach¬ 
ing them to him more by affection than interest; a 
constant, unalterable'care always to have right on his 
side, and to impriut such a character of justice and 
equity upon all his conduct, as his very enemies are 
forced to revere; and, lastly, such a clemency, as to 
distinguish those that ofiend through imprudence 
rather than malice, and to leave room for their repent¬ 
ance, by giving them opportunity to return to their 
duty: these are qualities rarely found in the most cel¬ 
ebrated conquerors of antiquity, but which shone 
forth most conspicuously in Cyrus. 

To return to iny subject. Cyrus, 2 before he quitted 
the king of Armenia, was willing to do him some 
signal service. This king was then at war with the 
Chaldeans, 3 a neighbouring warlike people, who con¬ 
tinually harassed his country by their inroads, and by 
that means hindered a great part of his lands from 
being cultivated. Cyrus, after having exactly in¬ 
formed himself of their character, strength, and the 
situation of their strong-holds, marched against them. 
On the first intelligence of his approach, the Chalde 
ans possessed themselves of the eminences to which 
they were accustomed to retreat. Cyrus left them no 
time to assemble all their forces there, but marched to 
attack them directly. The Armenians, whom he had 
made his advanced guard, were immediately put to 
flight. Cyrus had expected this, and had only placed 
them there to bring the enemy the sooner to an en¬ 
gagement. And indeed, when the Chaldeans came 
to blows with the Persians, they were not able to 
stand their ground, but were entirely defeated. A 
great number were taken prisoners, and the rest were 
scattered and dispersed. Cyrus himself spoke to the 
prisoners, assuring them that he was not come to in¬ 
jure them, or ravage their country, but to grant them 
peace upon reasonable terms: and he then set them at 
liberty. 

Deputies were immediately sent to him, and a peace 
was concluded. For the better security of both na¬ 
tions, and with their common consent, Cyrus caused 
a fortress to be built upon an eminence which com¬ 
manded the whole country; and left a strong garrisoD 


® Cyrop. 1. iii. p. 70—76. 

3 [The Chaldeans still exist as a people and a religious 
scot in the N. and N. W. of Mesopotamia, in what is now 
denominated the Paehalick of Diarbekir, the ancient Ami- 
da. Mr. Kinnier in his route from Betlis to Merdin stop¬ 
ped at a Chaldean village called Kiverzo, where he found 
the lieutenant of the Fasha employed in besieging (mirabile 
dictvJ) a church, belonging to the village of Mercuri, inha¬ 
bited hv Chaldeans and Armenians, to the number of ?00. 
It may he proper to observe that the term Chaldean is ap¬ 
plied to the Ncstorians. because great numbers of fheso 
people were convened to the tenets of that sect, and be¬ 
cause the twro-Chaldaio is the language in which their 
sacred books*are written, it being at the commencement of 
that heresy both the spoken and written language of the 
country.] 
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in it, which was to declare against either of the two 
nations that should violate the treaty. 

Cyrus, understanding that there was a frequent in¬ 
tercourse and communication between the Indians and 
Chaldeans, desired that the latter would send persons 
to accompany and conduct the ambassador whom he 
was preparing to send to the king of India. The pur¬ 
port of this embassy was, to desire some succours in 
money from that prince in behalf of Cyrus, who 
wanted it for the levying of troops in Persia, and pro¬ 
mised that, if the gods crowned his designs with suc¬ 
cess, the king should have no reason to repent of hav¬ 
ing assisted Him. He was glad to find the Chaldeans 
ready to second his request, which they could do the 
more advantageously, by enlarging upon the charac¬ 
ter and exploits of Cyrus. The ambassador set out 
the next day, accompanied by some of the most con¬ 
siderable persons of Chaldea, who were directed to 
act with all the dexterity in their power, and to do 
Cyrus’s merit that justice which it so well deserved. 

The expedition against the Armenians being hap¬ 
pily ended, Cyrus lett that country to rejoin Cyaxares. 
Four thousand Chaldeans, the bravest of the nation, 
attended him; and the king of Armenia, who was 
now delivered from his enemies, augmented the num¬ 
ber of troops he had promised him: so that he arrived 
in Media, with a great deal of* money, and a much 
more numerous army than he had when he left it. 

SECTION IV.-— THE EXPEDITION OF CYAXARES 

AND CYRUS AGAINST THE BABYLONIANS. THE 

FIRST BATTLE. 

Both parties had been employ- 
A. M. 3448. ed three years together, in forming 
Ant. J. C. 556. their alliances, and making prepa¬ 
rations for war. 1 Cyrus, finding 
the troops full of ardour, and ready for action, pro¬ 
posed to Cyaxares, to lead them against the Assyri¬ 
ans. His reasons for it were, that he thought it his 
duty to ease him as soon as possible, of the care and 
expense of maintaining two armies; that it were bet¬ 
ter they should eat up the enemy’s country, than their 
own; that so bold a step as that of going to meet the 
Assyrians, would spread a terror in their army, and at 
the same time inspire their own troops with the 
renter confidence; that, lastly, it was a maxim with 
ini, as it had always been with Cambyses, his father, 
that victory did not so much depend upon the num¬ 
ber, as the valour, of troops. Cyaxares agreed to his 
proposal. 

As soon therefore as the customary sacrifices were 
offered, they began their inarch. Cyrus in the name 
of the whole army, invoked the tutelary gods of the 
empire; beseeching them to be favourable to them in 
the expedition they had undertaken, to accompany 
them, conduct them, fight for them, inspire them with 
such a measure of courage and prudence as was ne¬ 
cessary, and in short, to bless their arms with prospe¬ 
rity and success. In acting thus, Cyrus put in prac¬ 
tice that excellent advice his father had given him, of 
beginning and ending all his actions, and all his enter¬ 
prises, with prayer: and indeed,he never failed, either 
before or after an engagement, to acquit himself in 
the presence of the whole army, of this religious duty. 
When they were arrived on the frontiers of Assyria, 
it was still their first care to pay their homage to the 
gods ot the country, and to implore their protection 
and succour; after which they began to make incur¬ 
sions into the country, and carried off a great deal of 
spoil. 

Cyrus, understanding that the enemy’s army was 
about ten days’ journey from them, prevailed upon 
Cyaxares to advance against them. When the armies 
came within sight, both sides prepared for battle. 
The Assyrians were encamped in the open country; 
and, according to their custom, which the Romans 
imitated afterwards, had encompassed and fortified 
their camp with a large ditch. Cyrus, on the con¬ 
trary, who was glad to deprive the enemy, as much 
as possible, of the sight and knowledge of the small¬ 
ness of his army, covered his troops with several lit¬ 


tle hills and villages. For several days nothing was 
done on either side, hut looking at and observing one 
another. . At length a numerous body of the Assy¬ 
rians moving first out of their camp, Cyrus advanced 
with his troops to meet them. But before they came 
within reach of the enemy, he gave the word for ral¬ 
lying the men, which was > Jupiter protector and con¬ 
ductor. , He then caused the usual hymn to be sound¬ 
ed, in honour of Castor and Pollux, to which the sol¬ 
diers, full of religious ardour (9ee<j-f£ws,) answered 
with a loud voice. There was nothing in Cyrus’s 
army but cheerfulness, emulation, courage, mutual ex¬ 
hortation to bravery, and a,universal zeal to execute 
whatever their leader should command. For it is 
observable , says the historian in this place, that on 
these occasions those that fear the Deity most are the 
least afraid of men.. On the side of the Assyrians, 
the troops armed with bows, slings, and darts, made 
their discharges before their enemies were within 
reach. But the Persians, animated bv the presence 
and example of Cyrus, came immediately to close fight 
with the enemy, and broke through their first batta¬ 
lions. The Assyrians, notwithstanding all the efforts 
used by Croesus and their own king to encourage 
them, were not able to sustain so rude a shock, but 
immediately lied. At the same time the cavalry of the 
Medes advanced to attack the enemy’s horse, which 
was likewise presently routed. The former warmly 
, pursued them to their very camp, made a terrible 
slaughter, and the king of the Babylonians (Neri- 
glissor) was killed in the action. Cyrus not thinking 
himself in a condition to force their intrenchments, 
sounded a retreat. 

The Assyrians, 2 in the mean time, their king being 
killed, and the flower of their army lost, were in a 
dreadful consternation. As soon as Croesus found 
them in so great a disorder, he fled,® and left them to 
shift for themselves. The other allies likewise, seeing 
their affairs in so hopeless a condition, thought of 
nothing but taking advantage of the night to make 
their escape. 

Cyrus, who had foreseen this, prepared to pursue 
them closely. But this could not be effected without 
cavalry; and, as we have already observed, the Per¬ 
sians had none. 

lie therefore went to Cyaxares, and acquainted 
him with his design. Cyaxares was extremely averse 
to it, and represented to him how dangerous it was 
to drive so powerful an enemy to extremities, whom 
despair would probabty inspire with courage; that it 
was a part of wisdom to use good fortune with mode¬ 
ration, and not to lose the fruits of victory by too 
much vivacity; moreover, that he was unwilling to 
compel the Medes, or to refuse them that repose to 
which their behaviour had justly entitled them. 
Cyrus, upon this, desired his permission only to take 
as many of the horse as were willing to follow him. 
Cyaxares readily consented to this, and thought of 
nothing else now but of passing his time with his 
officers in feasting and mirth, and enjoying the fruits 
of the victory he had just obtained. 

The greatest part of the Median soldiers followed 
Cyrus, who set out upon his march in pursuit of the 
enemy. Upon the way he met some couriers, that 
were coming to him from the Hyrcanians, who 
served in the enemy’s army, to assure him, that as 
soon as ever he appeared, those Hyrcanians would 
come over to him; which in fact they did. Cyrus 
made the best use of his time, and having marched 
all night, came up with the Assyrians. Croesus had 
sent away his wives in the night-time for coolness 
(for it was the summer season,) and followed them 
himself with a body of cavalry. When the Assy¬ 
rians saw the enemy so near them, they were in the 
utmost confusion and dismay. Many of those that 
ran away, being warmly pursued, were killed; all 
that stayed in the camp surrendered; the victory was 
complete, and the spoil immense. Cyrus reserved all 
the horses that were taken in the camp for himself, 
resolving now to form a body of cavalry for the Per¬ 
sian army, which hitherto had none. The richest 


1 Cyrop. 1. iii. p. 73—87. 


a Cyrop, lib. iv. p. 87—104. 


# Ibid. 1. vi. 160. 
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and most valuable part of the booty he set apart for 
Cy axares; and as for the prisoners, he gave them all 
liberty to go heme to their own country, without im¬ 
posing any other condition upon them, than that they 
and their countrymen should deliver up their arms, 
and engage no more in war; Cyrus taking it upon 
himself to defend them against their enemies, aim to 
put them into a condition of cultivating their lands 
with entire security. 

Whilst the JNJedes and the Hyrcanians were still 
pursuing the remainder of the enemy, Cyrus took 
care to nave a repast, and even baths, prepared for 
them, that at their return they might have nothing to 
do but to sit down and refresh themselves. He like¬ 
wise thought fit to defer the distribution of the spoil 
till then. It was on this occasion that this general, 
whose thoughts nothing escaped, exhorted his Per¬ 
sian soldiers to distinguish themselves by their gene¬ 
rosity towards their allies, from whom they had 
already received great services, and of whom they 
might expect still greater. He desired they would 
wait their return, both for the refreshments arid for 
the division of the spoil; and that they would show 
a preference of their interest and conveniences before 
their own ; giving them to understand, that this would 
be a sure means of attaching the allies to them for 
ever, and of securing new victories over the enemy, 
which would procure them all the advantages they 
could wish, and make them an ample amends for the 
voluntary losses they might sustain, for the sake of 
winning the affection of the allies. They all eame 
into his opinion. When the Medes and Hyrcanians 
were returned from pursuing the enemy, Cyrus made 
them sit down to the repast he had prepared for them, 
desiring them only to send some bread to the Per¬ 
sians, who were sufficiently provided (he said) with 
all they wanted, either for their ragouts, or their 
drinking. Hunger was their only ragout, and water 
from the river their only drink; for that was the way 
of living to which they had been accustomed from 
their infancy. 

The next morning they proceeded to the division 
of the spoils. Cyrus in the first place ordered the 
Magi to be called, and commanded them to ehoose 
out of all the booty what was most proper to be 
offered to the gods on this occasion. Then he gave 
the Medes and Hyrcanians the honour of dividing all 
that remained amongst the whole army. Thej' earn¬ 
estly desired, that the Persians might preside over 
the distribution; but the Persians absolutely refused 
it; so they were obliged to accept of the office, as 
Cyrus had ordered; and the distribution was made 
to the general satisfaction of all parties. 

The very Dight that Cyrus marched to pursue the 
enemy, 1 Cyaxares had passed in feasting and jolli¬ 
ty; and had made himself drunk with his principal 
officers. The next morning when he awaked, he was 
strangely surprised to find himself almost alone, and 
without troops. Immediately, full of resentment and 
rage, he despatched an express to the army, with or¬ 
ders to reproach Cyrus severely, and to bring back 
the Medes without any delay. This unreasonable 
proceeding did not dismay Cyrus, who in return wrote 
him a respectful letter; in which, however, with a 
generous and noble freedom, he justified his own con¬ 
duct, and put him in mind of tfie permission he had 
given him, of taking as many Medes with him as were 
willing to follow him. At the same time, Cyrus sent 
into Persia for an augmentation of his troops, design¬ 
ing to push his eonquest still farther. 

Amongst the prisoners of war whom they had taken, 
there was a young princess of most exquisite beauty, 2 
whom they nad reserved for Cyrus. Her name was 
Panthea, the wife of Abradates, king of Susiana. 
Upon the report made to Cyrus of her extraordinary 
beauty, he refused to see her; for fear (as he said) 
such an object might engage his affection more than 
he desired, and divert him from the prosecution of the 
great designs he had in view. This singular mode¬ 
ration in Cyrus was undoubtedly an effect of the 


4 Cvrop. 1. iv. p. 104—108. 
a Lib. v. p. 114.117. & 1. vi. p. 153.155. 


excellent education he had received for it was a 
principle among the Persians, never to speak before 
y° un g people of any thing that had any reference to 
love, lest their natural inclination to pleasure, which 
is so strong and violent at that age of levity and in¬ 
discretion, should be awakened and excited by such 
discourses, and should hurry them into follies and 
debaucheries. Araspes, a youDg nobleman of Media, 
who had the lady in his custody, had not the same 
distrust of his own weakness, but pretended that a 
man may be always master of himself. Cyrus com- 
initted tne princess to his care, and at the same time 
gave him very prudent admonition. “ I have seen a 
great many persons,” says he, " that have thought 
themselves very strong, overcome by that violent pas¬ 
sion, in spiteot all their resolution; who have owned 
afterwards with shame and grief, that their passion 
was a bondage and slavery from which they had not 
the power to redeem themselves: an incurable distem¬ 
per, out of the reach of all remedies and human ef¬ 
forts; a kind of bond or necessity,4 more difficult to 
force than the strongest chains of iron.” “ Fear 
nothing,” replied Araspes, “ 4 I am sure of myself, and 
I will answer with my life that I shall do nothing 
contrary to my duty.” Nevertheless, his passion for 
this young 1 4 princess increased, and by degrees grew 
to such a height, that finding her invincibly averse to 
his desires, he was upon the point of using violence 
towardsher. The princess at length made Cyrus ac¬ 
quainted with his conduct, who immediately sent 
Artabazus to Araspes, with orders to admonish and 
reprove him in his name. This officer executed hi3 
orders in the harshest manner, upbraiding him with 
his fault in the most bitter terms, and with such a ri¬ 
gorous severity, as was enough to throw him into 
despair. Araspes, struck to the soul with grief and 
anguish, burst into a flood of tears; and being over¬ 
whelmed with shame and fear, thinking himself un¬ 
done, remained silent. Some days afterwards, Cyru9 
sent for him. He went to the prince in fear and trem¬ 
bling. Cyrus took him aside, and instead of reproach¬ 
ing him with severity as he expected, spoke gently to 
him, acknowledging that he hmiself was to blame, for 
having imprudently exposed him to so formidable an 
enemy. By such an unexpected kindness the young 
nobleman recovered both life and speech. But his 
confusion, joy, and gratitude, expressed themselves 
first in a torrent of tears. “ Alas,” says he, “ now I 
am come to the knowledge of myself, and find most 
plainly that I have two souls; one, that inclines me to 
good, another that incites me to evil. The former 
prevails, when you speak to me, and eomes to my re¬ 
lief; when I am alone, and left to myself, I give way 
to, and am empowered, by the latter.” Araspes made 
an advantageous amends for his fault, and rendered 
Cyrus considerable service, by retiring among the 
Assyrians, under the pretence of discontent, and by 
giving intelligence of their measures and designs. 

The loss of so brave an officer, 5 whom discontent 
was supposed to have engaged on the enemy’s side, 
caused a great concern in the whole army. Panthea, 
who had occasioned it, promised Cyrus to supply his 
lace with an officer of equal merit; she meant her 
usband Abradates. Accordingly, upon her writing 
to him, he repaired to the camp of tne Persians with 
2000 horse, and was directly carried to Panthea’s tent, 
who told him, with a flood of tears, how kindly and 
circumspectly she had been treated by the generous 
conqueror. “And how,” cried out Abradates, “ shall 
I be able to acknowledge so important a service?” 
“ By behaving towards him,” replied Panthea, “as 
he hath done towards me-.” Whereupon he waited 
immediately upoD Cyrus, and grasping the hand of 
his benefactor: “You see before you,” says he to him, 
“the tenderest friend, the most devoted servant, and 
the faithfullest ally you ever had; who, not being able 
otherwise to acknowledge your favours, comes and 
devotes himself entirely to your service.” Cyrus re¬ 
ceived him with such a noble and generous air, ae- 
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companied by so much tenderness and humanity, as 
fully convinced him, that whatever Panthea had said 
of the wonderful character of that prince, was abund¬ 
antly short of the truth. 

Two Assyrian noblemen, 1 likewise, who designed, 
ds Cyrus was informed, to put themselves under his 
protection, rendered him extraordinary service. The 
one was called Gobryas, an old man, venerable both 
on account of his age and virtue. The king of As¬ 
syria, lately dead, who was well acquainted with his 
merit, and had a very particular regard for him, had 
resolved to give his daughter in marriage to Gobry- 
as’s son, and for that reason had sent for him to 
court. This young nobleman, at a match of hunt¬ 
ing to which he had been invited, happened to pierce 
a wild beast with his dart, which the king’s son had 
missed: the latter, who was of a passionate and sa¬ 
vage nature, immediately struck him with his lance 
through rage and vexation, and laid him dead upon 
the spot. Gobryas besought Cyrus to avenge so un¬ 
fortunate a father, and to take his family under his 
protection; and the rather, because he had no children 
left now but an only daughter, who had long been 
designed for a wife to the young king, but could not 
bear the thought of marrying the murderer of her 
brother. 

This young king was called La- 

A. M. 3449. borosoarchoa: he reigned only nine 
Ant. J. C. 555. months, anti was succeeded by Na- 
bonidus called also Labynitus and 
Belshazzar, who reigned seventeen years. 

The other Assyrian nobleman was called Gadatas: 2 
he was prince of a numerous and powerful family. 
The king then reigning had treated him in a very 
cruel manner, after he came to the throne; because 
one of his concubines had mentioned him as a hand¬ 
some man, and spoken advantageously of the happi¬ 
ness of that woman whom he should choose for a 
wife. 

The expectation of this double succour was a strong 
inducement to Cyrus, 3 and made him determine to 
penetrate into the heart of the enemy’s country. As 
Babylon, the capital city of the empire he designed 
to conquer, was the chief object of his expedition, he 
turned his views and his march that way, not to at¬ 
tack that city immediately in form, but only to take 
a view of it, and make himself acquainted with it: to 
draw off as many allies as he could from that prince’s 
party, and to make previous dispositions and prepara¬ 
tions for the siege he meditated. He set out therefore 
with his troops, and first marched to the territories of 
Gobryas. The fortress he lived in seemed to be an 
impregnable place, so advantageously was it situated, 
and so strongly fortified on all sides. This nobleman 
came out to meet him, and ordered refreshments to 
be brought for his whole army. He then conducted 
Cyrus into his palace, and there laid an infinite num¬ 
ber of silver and golden cups, and other vessels, at his 
feet, together with a multitude of purses, full of the 
golden coin of the countrj': and then sending for his 
daughter, who was of a majestic shape and exquisite 
beauty, which the mourning habit she wore for her 
brother’s death seemed still to enhance, he presented 
her to Cyrus, desiring him to take her under his pro¬ 
tection, and to accept those marks of his acknow¬ 
ledgment, which he took the liberty to offer him. “ I 
will willingly accept your gold and silver,” says Cy¬ 
rus, “ and I make a present of it to your daughter, to 
augnifnther portion. Doubt not, but amongst the 
nobles of my court, j T ou will find a match suitable for 
her. It will neither be her riches nor yours, which 
they will value. I can assure you, there are many 
amongst them, that would make no account of all the 
treasures of Babylon, if they were unattended with 
merit and virtue. It is their only glory, I dare affirm 
it of them, as it is mine, to approve themselves faith¬ 
ful to their friends, formidable to their enemies, and 
respectfu^ to the gods.” Gobryas pressed him to 
take a r. past with him in his house,but he steadfastly 
refus y’ it, and returned into Lis camo with Gobryas, 
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who stayed and ate with him and his officers. The 
ground and the green turf that was upon it were all 
the couches they had; and it is to be supposed the 
whole entertainment was suitable. Gobryas, ^yho was 
a person of good sense, was convinced how much that 
noble simplicity was superior to his vain magnifi¬ 
cence; and declared, that the Assyrians had the art 
of distinguishing themselves by pride, and the Per¬ 
sians by merit; and above all things he admired the 
ingenious vein of humour, and (he innocent cheerful¬ 
ness that reigned throughout the whole entertain¬ 
ment. 

Cyrus, 4 always intent upon his great design, pro¬ 
ceeded with Gobryas towards the country of Gadatas, 
which was beyond Babylon. In the neighbourhood 
there was a strong citadel, which commanded the 
country of the Sacae and the Cadusians, where a go¬ 
vernor for the king of Babylon resided, to keep those 
people in awe. Cyrus made a feint of attacking the 
citadel. Gadatas, whose intelligence with the Per¬ 
sians was not yet known, by Cyrus’s advice, made 
an oiler to the governor of it, to join with him in the 
defence of that important place. Accordingly he was 
admitted with all nis troops, and immediately deliver¬ 
ed it up to Cyrus. The possession of this citadel made 
him master of the country of the Sacce and the Cadu¬ 
sians; and as he treated those people with great kind¬ 
ness and lenity, they remained inviolably attached to 
his service. The Cadusians raised an army of 20,000 
foot and 4000 horse; and the Sacte furnished 10,000 
foot and 2000 horse-archers. 

The king of Assyria took the field, in order to pun¬ 
ish Gadatas for his rebellion. But Cyrus engaged and 
defeated him, making a great slaughter of nis troops, 
and obliging him to retreat to Babylon. After which 
exploit tne conqueror employed some time in ravaging 
the enemy’s country. His kind treatment of the 

f irisoners of war, in giving them all their liberty to go 
lonie to their habitations, had spread the fame of his 
clemency wherever he came. Numbers of people 
voluntarily surrendered to him, and very much aug¬ 
mented his army. Then advancing near the eity of 
Babylon, he sent the king of Assyria a challenge, to 
terminate their quarrel by a single combat: but his 
challenge was not accepted. In order to secure the 

E eace and tranquillity of his allies during his absence, 
e made a kind of truce or treaty with the king of 
Assyria, by which it was agreed on both sides, that 
the’husbandmen should not be molested, but should 
have full liberty to cultivate their lands, and reap the 
fruits of their labour. Therefore, after having viewed 
the country, examined the situation of Babylon, ac¬ 
quired a considerable number of friends and allies, 
and greatly augmented his cavalry,he marched away 
on his return to Media. 

When he came near to the frontiers, 5 he sent a 
messenger to Cyaxares, to acquaint him with his ar¬ 
rival, and to receive his commands. Cyaxares did 
not think proper to admit so great an army into his 
country; and an army that was going to receive a 
farther augmentation of 40,000 men, just arrived from 
Persia. He therefore set out the next day with what 
cavalry he had left, to join Cyrus; who likewise ad¬ 
vanced forwards to meet him with his cavalry, that 
was very numerous and in good condition. The sight 
of these troops rekindled the jealousy and dissatisfac 
tion of Cyaxares. He received his nephew in a very 
cold manner, turned away his face from him, to avoid 
receiving his salute, and even wept through vexation. 
Cyrus commanded all the company to retire, and en¬ 
tered into an explanation with his uncle. He spoke 
to him with so much temper, submission and reason; 
gave him such strong proofs of the rectitude of his 
heart, his respect, and inviolable attachment to his 
person and interest, that in a moment he dispelled all 
his suspicions, and perfectly recovered his favour and 
good opinion. They embraced one another, and 
tears were shed on both sides. How great the joy 
of the Persians and Medes was, who waited the event 
of this interview with anxiety and trembling, is not to 
be expressed. Cyaxares ana Cyrus immediately re- 
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mounted their horses; and then all the Medes ranged 
themselves in the train of Cyaxares, according to the 
fiign given them by Cyrus. The Persians followed 
Cyrus, and the men of each other nation their par¬ 
ticular prince. When they arrived at the camp, they 
Conducted Cyaxares to the tent prepared for him. He 
was presently visited by almost all the Medes, who 
came to salute him, and to bring him presents; some 
of their own accord, and others by Cyrus’s direction. 
Cyaxares was extremely touched at this proceeding, 
and began to find, that Cyrus had not corrupted his 
subjects, and that the Medes had the same affection 
for him as before. 

Such was the success of Cyrus’s first expedition 
against Croesus and the Babylonians. 1 In the coun¬ 
cil, held the next day in the presence of Cyaxares 
and all the officers, it was resolved to continue the 
war. 

Not finding in Xenophon any date that precisely 
fixes the year wherein the several events he relates 
happened, I suppose with Usher, though Xenophon’s 
relation does not seem to favour this notion, that 
between, the two haltles against Croesus and the 
Babylonians, several y-ears passed, during which all 
necessary preparations were made on both sides for 
carrying on the important war which was begun; and 
within this interval I place the marriage of Cyrus. 

Cyrus, 2 then, about this time thought of making a 
tour into his own country, about six or seven years 
after he had left it, at the head of the Persian army, 
Cyaxares, on this occasion, gave him a signal tes¬ 
timony of the value he had for his merit. Having no 
male issue, and but one daughter, he offered her in 
marriage to Cyrus, with an assurance of the kingdom 
of Media for her portion. Cyrus had a grateful sense 
of this advantageous offer, and expressed the warmest 
acknowledgments of it: but thought himself not at 
liherty to accept it, till he had gained the consent of 
his father and mother; leaving therein a rare example 
to all future ages, of the respectful submission and 
entire dependence which all children ought to show 
to their parents on the like occasion, of what age so¬ 
ever they be, or to whatever degree of power and 
greatness they may have arrived. Cyrus married this 
princess on his return from Persia. 

When the marriage solemnity was over, Cyrus 
returned to his camp, and improved the time he had 
to spare in securing his new conquests, and taking all 
proper measures with his allies for accomplishing the 
great design he had formed. 

Foreseeing (says Xenophon) that the preparations 
for war might take up a great deal of time, 3 he pitched 
his camp in a very convenient and healthy place, and 
fortified it strongly. He there kept his troops to the 
same discipline and exercise, as if the enemy had been 
always in sight. 

Tney understood by deserters, and by the prison¬ 
ers brought every day into tne camp, that the king of 
Babylon was gone into Lydia, and had carried with 
him vast sums of gold and silver. The common 
soldiers immediately concluded that it was fear which 
made him remove nis treasures. But Cyrus judged 
he had undertaken this journey only to raise up some 
new enemy against him; and therefore he laboured 
with indefatigable application in preparing for a se¬ 
cond battle. 

Above all things he applied himself to strengthen 
his Persian cavalry, and to have a great number of 
chariots of war, built after a new form, having found 
great inconveniences in the old ones, the fashion of 
which came from Troy, and had continued in use till 
that time throughout all Asia. 

In this interval, ambassadors arrived from the king 
of India, 4 with a large sum of money for Cyrus, from 
the king their master, who had also ordered them to 
assure frim, that he was very glad he had acquainted 
him with what he wanted ; that he was willing to be his 
friend and ally; and if he still wanted more money, 
he had nothing to do but to let him know; and that, 
in short, he had ordered his ambassadors to pay him 
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the same absolute obedience as to himself. Cyrus 
received these obliging offers with all possible dignity 
and gratitude. He treated the ambassadors with the 
utmost regard, and made them noble presents; and 
taking advantage of their good disposition, desired 
them to depute three of their own body to the enemy, 
as envoys from the king of India, on pretence of pro¬ 
posing an alliance with the king of Assyria, but in 
fact to discover his designs, and give Cyrus an account 
of them. The Indians undertook this employment 
with joy, and acquitted themselves of it with great 
ability. 

I do not recognize in this last circumstance the up¬ 
right conduct and usual sincerity of Cyrus. Could 
he be ignorant that it was an open violation of the 
law of nations, to send spies to an enemy’s court 
under the title of ambassadors; which is a character 
that will not suffer those invested with it to act so 
mean a part, or to be guilty of such treachery? 

Cyrus prepared for the approaching battle, 6 like a 
man who had nothing but great projects in view. He 
not only took care of every thing that had been re¬ 
solved in council, but took pleasure in exciting a noble 
emulation amongst his officers, who should have the 
finest arms, be the best mounted, fling a dart, or 
shoot an arrow, the most dexterously, or who should 
undergo toil and fatigue with the greatest patience. 
This he brought about by taking them along with him 
a. hunting, and by constantly rewarding those that 
distinguished themselves most. Wherever he per¬ 
ceived that the captains took particular care of their 
men, he praised them publicly, and showed them all 
possible favour in order to encourage them. When 
he made them any feast, he never proposed any other 
diversions than military exercises, and always gave 
considerable prizes to the conquerors, by whicn means 
he excited a surprising ardour throughout his whole 
army. In a word, he was a general who, in repose 
as well as action, nay, even in his pleasures, his con¬ 
versations, and walks, had his thoughts entirely bent 
on promoting the good of the service. It is by such 
methods a man becomes an able and complete war¬ 
rior. 

In the mean time, 6 the Indian ambassadors being 
returned from the enemy’s camp brought word, that 
Croesus w r as chosen generalissimo of their army; that 
all the kings and princes in their alliance had agreed 
to furnish the necessary sums of money for raising the 
troops; that the Thracians had already engaged 
themselves; that from Egypt a great reinforcement 
was marching, consisting of 120,000 men; that ano¬ 
ther army was expected from Cyprus; that (he Cili- 
cians, the people of the two Phrygias, the Lycaonians, 
Paphlagonians, Cappadocians, Arabians, and Phoeni¬ 
cians, were already arrived; that the Assyrians were 
likewise come up together with the king of Babylon; 
that the Ionians, iEtolians, and most part of the Greeks 
living in Asia, had been obliged to join them; that 
Croesus had likewise sent to the Lacedaemonians, to 
bring them into a treaty of alliance; that the army* 
was assembled near the river Pactolus from whence it 
was to advance to Thymbra, which was the place of 
rendezvous for all the troops. This relation was con¬ 
firmed by the accounts brought in both by the prison¬ 
ers and the spies. 

Cyrus’s army was discouraged by (his news.? But 
that prince having assembled his officers, and repre¬ 
sented to them the infinite difference between the 
enemy’s troops and theirs, soon dispelled their fears 
and revived tneir courage. 

Cyrus had taken all proper measures, 8 that his army 
should be provided with all necessaries; and had 
iven orders, as well for their march, as for the battle 
e was preparing to give; in the doing of which he 
descended to an astonishing detail, which Xenophon 
relates at length, and which reached from the chief 
commanders down to the very lowest subaltern offi¬ 
cers; for he knew evry well that upon such precau¬ 
tions the success of enterprises depends, which often 
miscarry through the neglect of the smallest circuin- 
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stances; in the same manner,as it frequently happens, 
that the playing or movement of the greatest machines 
is stopped through the disorder of one single wheel, 
though never so small. 

This prince knew all the officers of his army by 
their names; 1 and making use of a low but significant 
comparison, he used to say, “he thought it strange 
that a workman should know the names of all his 
tools, and a general should be so indifferent, as not to 
know the names of all his captains, which are the in¬ 
struments he must make use of in all his enterprises 
and operations.” Besides, he was persuaded, that 
such an attention had something in it more honour¬ 
able for the officers, more engaging, and more proper 
to excite them to do their duty, as it naturally leads 
them to believe they are both known and esteemed 
by their general. 

When all the preparations were finished, 2 Cyrus 
took leave of Cyaxares, who stayed in Media with a 
third part of his troops, that the country might not be 
left entirely defenceless. 

Cyrus, who well knew how advantageous it is 
always to make the enemy’s country the seat of war, 
did not wait for the Babylonians coming to attack him 
in Media, but marched forwards to attack them in 
their own territories, that he might both consume their 
forage by his troops, and disconcert their measures 
by his expedition aud the boldness of his undertaking. 
After a very long march he came up with the enemy 
at Thymbra, 3 a city of Lydia, not far from Sardis, the 
capital of the country. They did not imagine that 
this prince, with half the number of forces they had, 
could think of coming to attack them in their own 
country: and they were strangely surprised* to see 
him come, before they had time to lay up the provi¬ 
sions necessary for the subsistence of their numerous 
army, or to assemble all the forces they intended to 
bring into the field against him. 

SECTION V. —THE BATTLE OF THYMBRA, BE¬ 
TWEEN CYRUS AND CRtLSUS. 

This battle is one of the most considerable events 
in antiquity, since it decided upon the empire of Asia 
between the Assyrians of Babylon and the Persians. 
It was this consideration that induced M. Freret 4 one 
of my brethren in the Academy of Belles Lettres, to 
examine it with a particular care and exactness: and 
the rather, because, as he observes, it is the first 
pitched battle, of which we have any full or particu¬ 
lar account. I have assumed the privilege of making 
use of the labours and learning of other persons, but 
without robbing them of the glory, as also without 
denying myself the liberty of making such alterations 
as I judge necessary, I shall give a more ample and 
particular description of this battle than I usually do 
of such matters, because, as Cyrus is looked upon as 
one of the greatest captains of antiquity, those of the 
military profession may be glad to trace him in all 
his steps through this important action; moreover, the 
manner in which the ancients made war, and fought 
battles, forms an essential part of their history. 

In Cyrus's army the companies of foot consisted of 
100 men each, exclusively of the captain. 5 Each com¬ 
pany was subdivided into four platoons, which con¬ 
sisted of four and twenty men each, not including the 
person that commanded. Each of these divisions was 
again subdivided into two files, consisting of twelve 
men. Every ten companies had a particular superior 

» Cyrop. 1. v. p. 131. 132. * Ibid. 1. vi. p. 160, 161. 
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officer to command them, which sufficiently answers 
to what we call a colonel; and ten of those bodies 
had again another superior commander, which we 
may call a brigadier. 

I have already observed, 6 that Cyrus, when he first 
came at the head of the 30,000 Persians, to the aid of 
his uncle Cyaxares, made a considerable change in 
the arms of his troops. Two-tbirds of them till then 
made use of javelins only, or bows, and consequently 
could only fight at a distance from the enemy. In¬ 
stead of these, Cyrus armed the greatest part of them 
with cuirasses, bucklers, and swords, or battle-axes, 
and left few of his soldiers light-armed. 

The Persians did not know at that time what it was 
to fight on horseback. 7 Cyrus, who was convinced 
that nothing was of so great importance towards Iho 
gaining of a battle as cavalry, was sensible of the great 
inconvenience he laboured under in that respect, and 
therefore took wise and early precautions to remedy 
that evil. He succeeded in his design, and by little 
and little formed a body of the Persian cavalry, which 
amounted to 10,000 men, and were the best troops 
of bis army. 

I shall speak elsewhere of the other change he in¬ 
troduced, with respect to the chariots of war. It is 
now time for us to give the number of the troops of 
both armies, which cannot be fixed but by conjecture, 
and by putting together several scattered passages of 
Xenophon, that author having omitted the material 
circumstance of acquainting us precisely with their 
numbers; which appears surprising in a man so ex¬ 
pert in military aflairs as that historian was. 

Cyrus’s army amounted in the whole to 196,000 
men, horse and foot. Of these there were 70,000 na¬ 
tive Persians, viz. 10.000 cuirassiers of horse, 20,000 
cuirassiers of foot, 20,000 pikemen, and 20,000 light 
armed soldiers. The rest of the army to the number 
of 126,000 men, consisted of 26,000 Median, Arme¬ 
nian, and Arabian horse, and 100,000 foot of the same 
nation. 

Besides these troops, 8 Cyrus had 300 chariots of 
war, armed with scytnes, each chariot drawn by four 
horses abreast, covered with trappings that were ar¬ 
row-proof; as were also the horses of the Persian 
cuirassiers. 

lie had likewise ordered a great number of chariots 
to be made of a larger size, 9 upon each of which was 
placed a tower, of about eighteen or twenty feet high, 
in which were lodged twenty archers. Each chariot 
was drawn upon wheels by sixteen oxen yoked 
abreast. 

There was moreover a considerable number of ca¬ 
mels, 10 upon each of which were two Arabian archers, 
back to back; so that one looked towards the head, 
and the other towards the. tail of the camel. 

Croesus’s army was above twice as numerous as 
that of Cyrus, 11 amounting in all to 420,000 men, of 
which 60,000 were cavalry. The troops consisted 
chiefly of Babylonians, Lydians, Phrygians, Cappa¬ 
docians, of the nations about the Hellespont, and of 
Egyptians, to the number of 360,000 men. The 
Egyptians alone made a body of 120,000. They had 
bucklers, that covered them from head to foot, very 
long pikes, and short swords, but very broad. The 
rest of the army was made up of Phoenicians, Cyprians, 
Cilicians, Lycaonians, Paphlagonians, Thracians, and 
Ionians. 

Croesus’s army was ranged in order of battle in one 
line, 12 the infantry in the centre, and the cavalry on 
the two wings. All his troops, both foot and horse, 
were thirty men deep; but the Egyptians, who, as 
we have taken notice, were 120,000 in number, and 
who were the principal strength of Croesus’s infantry, 
in the centre oi which they were posted, were divided 
into twelve large bodies, or square battalions, of 
10,000 men each, which had 100 men in the front, 
and as many in depth, with an interval between every 
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battalion, that they might act and fight independent 
of, and without interfering with, one another. Crctsus 
would gladly have persuaded them to range them¬ 
selves in less depth, that they might make the wider 
front. The armies were in an immense plain, which 
gave room for the extending of their wings to right 
and left: and the design of Croesus, upon which alone 
he founded his hopes of victory, was to surround and 
hem in the enemy’s army. But he could not prevail 
upon the Egyptians to change the order of battle to 
which they had been accustomed. His army, as it 
was thus drawn out into one line, took up near forty 
stadia, or five miles in length. 

Araspes, who under the pretence of discontent had 
retired to Croesus’s army, and had had particular or¬ 
ders from Cyrus to observe well the manner of that 
general s ranging his troops, returned to the Persian 
camp the day before the battle. Cyrus, in drawing 
up his army, governed himself by the disposition of 
the enemy, of which that young Median nobleman 
had given him an exact account. 

The Persian troops had been generally used to 
engage four-and-twenty men in depth, 1 bnt Cyrus 
thought fit to change that disposition. It was neces¬ 
sary for him to form as wide a front as possible, with¬ 
out too much weakening his battalions, to prevent his 
army's being inclosed and hemmed in. His infantry 
was excellent, and most advantageously armed with 
cuirasses,partisans, battle-axes,and swords; and pro¬ 
vided they could join the enemy in close fight, there 
was little "reason to believe that the Lydian battalions, 
that were armed only with light bucklers and javelins, 
could support the charge. Cyrus therefore thinned 
the files of his infantry one half, and ranged them only 
twelve men deep. The cavalry was drawn out on the 
two wings, the right commanded by Cbrysantas, and 
the left by Hystaspes, The whole front of the army 
took up but thirty-two stadia, or four miles in extent; 
and consequently was at each end near four stadia, 
or half a mile short of the enemy’s front. 

Behind the first line, at a little distance, Cyrus, 
placed the spearmen, and behind them the archers. 
Both the one and the other were covered by soldiers 
in their front, over whose head they could fling their 
javelins and shoot their arrows at the enemy. 

Behind all these he formed another line, to serve 
for the rear, which consisted of the flower of his army. 
Their business was to have their eyes upon those that 
were placed before them, to encourage those that did 
their duty, to sustain and threaten those that gave 
way, and even to kill those as traitors that fled; by 
that means to keep the cowards in awe, and make 
them have as great a terror of the troops in the rear, 
as they could possibly have of the enemy. 

Behind the army were placed those moving towers 
which I have already described. These formed a line 
equal and parallel to that of the army, and did not 
only serve to annoy the enemy by the perpetual dis¬ 
charges of the archers that were in them, but might 
likewise be looked upon as a kind of moveable forts, 
or redoubts, under which the Persian troops might 
rally, in case they were broken and pushed by the 
enemy. 

Just behind these towers were two other lines, 
which also were parallel and equal to the front of the 
army; the one was formed of the baggage, and the 
other of the chariots which carried the women, and 
such other persons as were unfit for service. 

To close all these lines, 2 and to secure them from 
the insults of the enemy, Cyrus placed in the rear of 
all 2000 infantry, 2000 horse, and the troop of camels, 
which was pretty numerous. 

Cyrus’s design in forming two lines of the baggage, 
&c. was not only to make nis army appear more nu¬ 
merous than it really was, but likewise to oblige the 
enemy, in case they were resolved to surround him, 
as he knew they intended to make the longer circuit, 
and consequently to weaken theirTme, by stretching 
it out so far. 

We have still the Persian chariots of war armed 
with scythes to speak of. These were divided into 


163 

three bodies, of 100 each. One of these bodies, com¬ 
manded by Abradates, king of Susiana, was placed in 
the front of the battle, and the other two upon the 
two flanks of the army. 

Sueh was the order of battle in the two armies as 
they were drawn out and disposed the day before the 
engagement. 

The next day, very early in the morning, 3 Cyrus 
made a sacrifice, during which time his army took a 
little refreshment; and the soldiers after having of¬ 
fered their libations to the gods, put on their armour. 
Kever was sight more beautiful and magnificent: 
coat-armours, cuirasses, bucklers, helmets, one could 
not tell which to admire most: men and horses all 
finely equipped, and glittering in brass and scarlet. 

When Abradates was just going to put on hi 3 
cuirass, 4 which was only of quilted linen, according 
to the fashion of his country, his wife, Panthea, came 
and presented him with a helmet, bracers, and brace¬ 
lets, all of gold, w ith a coat-armour of his own length, 
plaited at the bottom, and with a purple-coloured 
plume of feathers. She had got all this armour pre¬ 
pared without her husband’s knowledge, that her 
present might be more agreeable from surprise. In 
spite of allTer endeavours to the contrary, when she 
dressed him in this armour, she could not refrain from 
shedding tears. But notwithstanding her tenderness 
for him, she exhorted him to die with sword in hand, 
rather than not signalize himself in a manner suitable 
to his birth, and tile idea she had endeavoured to give 
Cyrus of his gallantry and worth. “Our obligations,” 
says she, “ to that prince are infinitely great. I was 
his prisoner, and as such was destined for him; but 
when I came into his hands, I was neither used like a 
captive, nor had any dishonourable conditions impo¬ 
sed on me for my freedom. He treated me as if I 
had been his own brother's wife; and in return I as¬ 
sured him you would be capable of acknowledging? 
sueh extraordinary goodness.” “O Jupiter!” cried 
Abradates, lifting up his eyes towards heaven, “grant 
that on this occasion I may approve myself a husband 
worthy of Panthea, and a friend worthy of so gener¬ 
ous a benefactor!” Having said this, he mounted his 
chariot. Panthea, not being able to embrace him any 
longer, kissed the chariot he rode in; and when she 
had pursued him with her eyes as far as she possibly 
could, she retired. 

As soon as Cyrus had finished his sacrifice, 5 given 
his officers the necessary orders and instructions for 
the battle, and put them in mind of pacing the ho¬ 
mage that is due to the gods, every man went to his 
post. Some of his officers brought him wine and 
victuals: 6 he ate a little without sitting down, and 
caused the rest to be distributed amongst those that 
were about him. He took a little wine likewise; 
and poured out a part of it, as an offering to the gods, 
before he drank; and all the company followed his 
example. After this he prayed again to the god of 
his fathers, desiring he would please to be his guide, 
and come to his assistance; he then mounted his 
horse, and commanded them all to follow him. 

As he was considering on which side he should di¬ 
rect his march, he heard a elap of thunder on the 
right, and cried out, Sovereign Jupiter, we follow 
thee.7 And at that instant he set forwards, haying 
Cbrysantas on his right, who commanded the right 
wing of the horse, and Arsamas on his left, who com¬ 
manded the foot. He warned them above all things 
to pay attention to the royal standard, and to advance 
equally in a line. The standard was a golden eagle 
at the end of a pike, with its wings stretched out; and 
the same was ever after used by the kings of Persia, 
He made his troops halt three times before they ar¬ 
rived at the enemy’s army; and after having marched 
about twenty stadia, or two miles and a half, they 
came in view of them. 

When the two armies were within sight of each 
other, and the enemies had observed how much their 


a Cyrop. 1. vi. p. 109. 4 Ibid. p. 169, IT0. 

8 Ibid. p. 170. « Ibid, l.vii. p. 372. 

t He had really a God for his guide, but very difierent 
from Jupiter* 


* Cyrop. 1, vi. p. 167, 


a Ibid. p. 108. 
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front exceeded that of Cyrus, they made the centre 
of their army halt, whilst the two wings advanced 
projecting to the right and left, W’th design to enclose 
Cyrus’s army, and to begin their attack on every side 
at the same time. This movement did not at all alarm 
Cyrus, because he expected it. Having given the 
word for rallying the troops, Jupiter leader and pro¬ 
tector, he left his right wing, promising to rejoin them 
immediately and help them to conquer, if it was the 
will of the gods. 

He rode through all the ranks, to give his orders, 
and to encourage the soldiers; 1 and he, who on all 
other occasions was so modest, and so far from the 
least air of ostentation, was now full of a noble con¬ 
fidence, and spoke as if he was assured of victory: 
Follow me, comrades, says he, the victory is certainly 
curs: the gods are for us. He observed that many of 
his officers, and even Abradates himself, were uneasy 
at the movement, which the two wings of the Lydian 
army made, in order to attack them on the two flanks: 
“Those troops alarm you,’’ says he: “believe me, 
those are the very troops that will be the first routed; 
and to you, Abradates, I give that as a signal of the 
time when you are to fall upon the enemy with your 
chariots.” In fact, the event happened just as Cyrus 
had foretold. After Cyrus had given such orders as 
he thought necessary every where, he returned to the 
right wing of his army. • 

When the two detached bodies of the Lydian 
troops were sufficiently extended, 2 Croesus gave the 
signal to the main body, to march up directly to the 
front of the Persian army, whilst the two wings, that 
were wheeling round upon their flanks, advanced on 
each side; so that Cyrus’s army was enclosed on 
three sides, as if it had three great armies to engage 
with; and as Xenophon says, looked like a small 
square drawn within a great one. 

In an instant, on the first signal Cyrus gave, his 
troops faced about on every side, keeping a profound 
silence in expectation of the event. The prince now 
thought it time to sing the hymn of battle. The 
whole army answered to it with loud shouts, and in¬ 
vocations of the god of war. Then Cyrus, at the 
head of some troops of horse, briskly followed by a 
body of foot, fell immediately upon the enemy’s forces 
that were marching to attack tne right of his army in 
flank: and having attacked them in flank, as they in¬ 
tended to do him, put them into great disorder. The 
chariots then driving furiously upon the Lydians, 
completed their defeat. 

In the same moment, the troops of the left flank, 
knowing by the noise that Cyrus had begun the battle 
on the right, advanced to the enemy. And imme¬ 
diately the squadron of camels was made to advance 
likewise, as Cyrus had ordered. The enemy’s cavalry 
did not expect this; and their horses at a distance, 
as soon as ever they were sensible of tbe approach of 
those animals (for hoi-ses cannot endure the smell of 
camels,) began to snort and prance, to run foul upon, 
and overturn, one another, throwing their riders, and 
treading them under their feet. Whilst they were in 
this confusion a small body of horse commanded by 
Artageses, pushed them very warmly, to prevent them 
from rallying; and the chariots armed with scythes 
falling furiously upon them; they were entirely rout¬ 
ed with a dreadful slaughter. 

This being the signal which Cyrus had given Abra¬ 
dates for attacking the front of the enemy’s army, he 
drove like lightning upon them with all his chariots. 3 
Their first ranks were not able to stand so violent a 
charge, but gave way, and were dispersed. Having 
broken and overthrown them, Abradates came up to 
the Egyptian battalions, which being covered with 
their bucklers, and marching in such close order that 
their chariots had not room to pierce amongst them, 
gave him much more trouble, and would not have 
been broken, but for the violence of the horses that 
trod upon them. It was a most dreadful spectacle to 
see the heaps of men and horses; overturned chariots, 
broken arms, and all the direful effects of the sharp 


scythes, which cut every thing in pieces that came in 
their way. But Abradates’s chariot having the mis¬ 
fortune to be overturned, he and his men were killed, 
after they had signalized their valour in an extraordi¬ 
nary manner. The Egyptians then marching for¬ 
wards in close order, and covered with their bucklers, 
obliged the Persian infantry to give way, and drove 
them beyond their fourth line, as far as to their ma¬ 
chines. There the Egyptians met a fresh storm of 
arrows and javelins, that were poured upon their 
heads from the moving towers; and the battalions of 
the Persian rear-guard advancing sword in hand, 
hindered their archers and spearmen from retreat¬ 
ing any farther, and obliged them to return to the 
charge. 

Cyrus in the mean time having put both the horse 
and foot to flight on the left of the Egyptians, did not 
lose time in pursuing the fugitives. 4 But, pushing 
on directly to the centre, he had the mortification to 
find his Persian troops had been forced to give way; 
and rightly judging, that the only means to prevent the 
Egyptians from gaining farther ground, would be to 
attack them behind, he did so, and fell upon their 
rear: the cavalry came up at the same time, and the 
enemy was pushed with great fury. The Egyptians, 
being attacked on all sides, faced about every way, 
and defended themselves with wonderful bravery. 
Cyrus himself wa9 in great danger; his horse, which 
a soldier had stabbed in the belly, sinking under him, 
he fell in the midst of his enemies. Here was an op¬ 
portunity, says Xenophon, of seeing how important it 
is for a commander to have the affection of his soldiers. 
Officers and men, equally alarmed at the danger in 
which they saw their leader, ran headlong into the 
thick forest of pikes, to rescue and save him. He 
quickly mounted another horse, and the battle became 
more bloody than ever. At length Cyrus, admiring 
the valour of the Egyptians, and being concerned to 
see such brave men perish, offered them honourable 
conditions, if they would surrender, letting them 
know, at the same time, that all their allies had aban¬ 
doned them. The Egyptians accepted the conditions; 
and, as they "prided themselves no less upon their 
fidelity than on their courage, they stipulated, that 
they should not be obliged to carry arms against Croe¬ 
sus, in whose service they had been engaged. Front 
thenceforward they served in the Persian army with 
inviolable fidelity. 

Xenophon observes, 5 that Cyrus gave them the 
cities of Larissa, and Cyllene, near Cumae, upon the 
sea-coast, as also other inland places, which were in¬ 
habited by their descendants even in his time; and he 
adds, that these places were called the cities of the 
Egyptians. This observation of Xenophon’s, as also 
many others in several parts of his Cyropaedia, in 
order to prove the truth of what he advances, show 
plainly that he meant that work as a true history of 
Cyrus, at least with respect to the main substance of 
it, and the greatest part of the facts and transactions. 
This judicious reflection Monsieur Freret makes up¬ 
on this passage. 

The battle lasted till evening. 6 Croesus retreated, 
as fast as he could, with his troops to Sardis. The 
other nations, in like manner, that very night directed 
their course, each to their own country, and made as 
long marches as they possibly could. The conquer¬ 
ors, after they had eaten something, and posted the 
guards, went to rest. 

In describing this battle, I have endeavoured ex¬ 
actly to follow the Greek text of Xenophon, the Latin 
translation of which is not always faithful. Some 
military men, to whom I have communicated this de¬ 
scription, find a defect in the manner in which Cyrus 
drew up his forces in order of battle; as he placed 
no troops to cover his flanks, to sustain his armed 
chariots, and to oppose the two bodies of troops 
which Croesus had detached to fall upon the flanks 
of Cyrus’s army. It is possible such a circumstance 
might have escaped Xenophon in describing this 
battle. 


t Cyrop. 1. vii. p. 173—176. 
a Ibid. p. 177. 


a Ibid. p. 176. 


4 Cyrop. 1. vii. p. 178. 
e Ibid. p. 180. 


8 Ibid. p. 179. 
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It is allowed that Cyrus’s victory was chiefly owing 
to his Persian cavalry, 1 which was a new establish¬ 
ment, and entirely the fruit of that prince’s care and 
activity in forming his people,and perfecting them in 
a part of the military art, of which, till his time, they 
had been utterly ignorant The chariots armed with 
scythes did good service, and the use of them was 
ever after retained by the Persians. The camels, too, 
were not unserviceable in this battle, though Xeno¬ 
phon makes no great account of them; and observes 
that in his time they made no other use for them than 
for carrying the baggage. 

I do not undertake to write a panegyric upon Cy¬ 
rus, or to magnify his merit. It is suflicient to take 
notice, that in this affair, we see all the qualities of a 
great general shine out in him. Before the battle, an 
admirable sagacity and foresight in discovering and 
disconcerting the enemy’s measures; an infinite ex¬ 
actness in the detail of affairs, in taking care that his 
army should be provided with every thing necessary, 
and all bis orders punctually executed at the times 
fixed ; a wonderful application to gain the hearts of 
hid soldiers, and to inspire them with confidence and 
ardour: in the heat of action, what a spirit and ac¬ 
tivity; what a presence of mind in giving orders as 
occasion requires; what courage and intrepidity, and 
at the same time what humanity towards the enemy, 
whose valour he respects, and whose blood he is un¬ 
willing to shed! We shall soon see what use he 
made of his victory. 

But what appears to me still more remarkable, and 
more worthy of admiration than all the rest, is the 
constant care he took, on all occasions, to pay that 
homage and worship to the Deity, which he thought 
belonged to him. Doubtless the reader has been sur¬ 
prised to see, in the relation I have given of this bat¬ 
tle, how many times Cyrus, in sight of all his army, 
makes mention of the gods, offers sacrifices and liba¬ 
tions to them, addresses himself to them, and implores 
their succour and protection. But in this I have add¬ 
ed nothing to the original text of the historian, who 
was also a military man himself, and who thought it 
no dishonour to himself or his profession to relate 
these particular circumstances. What a shame, then, 
and a reproach would it be to a Christian officer or 
general, if on a day of battle be should blush to ap¬ 
pear as religious and devout as a pagan prince; and 
if the Lord of hosts, the God of armies whom he ac¬ 
knowledges as such, should make a less impression 
upon his mind, than respect for the false deities of 
paganism did upon the mind of Cyrus! 

As for Croesus, he makes no great figure in this 
action; not one word is said of him in the whole en¬ 
gagement. But that profound silence which Xeno¬ 
phon observes witli regard to him, seems, in iny opin¬ 
ion, to imply a great deal, and gives us to understand 
that a man may be a powerful prince, or a rich po¬ 
tentate, without heing a great w r arrior. 

But let us return to the camp of the Persians. 2 
It is easy to imagine what must be the affliction and 
distress of Panthea, when the news was brought her 
of Abradates’s death. Having caused his body to be 
brought to her, and leaning her head upon her knees, 
quite out of her senses, with her eyes steadfastly fixed 
upon the melancholy object, she thought of nothing 
but feeding her grief and indulging her misery with 
the sight of that dismal and hloody spectacle. Cyrus 
being told what a condition she was in, ran immedi¬ 
ately to her, sympathised with her affliction, and be¬ 
wailed her unhappy fate with tears of compassion, 
doing all that he possibly could to give her comfort, 
and ordering extraordinary honours to be shown to 
the brave deceased Abradates. But no sooner was 
Cyrus retired, than Panthea, overpowered with grief, 
stabbed herself with a dagger, and fell dead upon the 
body of her husband. They were both buried in one 
common grave upon the very spot, and a monument 
was erected for them, which was standing in the time 
of Xenophon. 
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SECTION VI.— THE TAKING OF SARDIS AJSD OF 
CRCESUS. 

The next day in the morning Cyrus marched to¬ 
wards Sardis. 3 * * If we may believe Herodotus, Croe¬ 
sus did not imagine that Cyrus intended to 9 hut him 
up in the city, and therefore marched out with his 
forces to meet him, and to give him battle. Accord¬ 
ing to the historian, the Lydians were the bravest and 
most warlike people of Asia.’ Their principal strength 
consisted in their cavalry. Cyrus, in order to render 
that the less serviceable to them, made his camels 
advance first, of which animals the horse could en¬ 
dure neither the sight nor the smell, and therefore 
immediately retired on their approach. Upon which 
the riders dismounted, and came to the engagement 
on loot, which was very obstinately maintained on 
both sides; but at length the Lydians gave way, and 
were forced to retreat into the city; 4 which Cyrus 
quickly besieged, causing his engines to be levelled 
against the walls, and his scaling-ladders to be pre¬ 
pared, as if he intended to attack it by storm. But 
whilst he was amusing the besieged with these pre¬ 
parations, the night following he made himself master 
of the citadel, by a private way that led thereto, which 
he was informed of by a Persian slave, who had been 
a servant to the governor of that place. At break of 
day he entered the city, where he met with no resist¬ 
ance. His first care was to preserve it from being 
plundered; for he perceived the Chaldeans had quit¬ 
ted their ranks, and already begun to disperse them¬ 
selves in all quarters. To stop the rapacious hands 
of foreign soldiers, and tie them as it were by a single 
command, in a city so abounding with riches as Sardis 
was, is a thing not to be done bot by so singular an 
authority as Cyrus had over his army. He gave all 
the citizens to understand that their lives should be 
spared, and neither their wives nor children touched, 
provided they brought him all tbeir gold and silver. 
This condition they readily complied with; and Croe¬ 
sus himself, whom Cyrus had ordered to be conducted 
to him, set them an example, by delivering up all his 
riches and treasures to the conqueror. 

When Cyrus had given all necessary orders con¬ 
cerning the city, 5 he had a private conversation with 
the king, of whom he asked among other things, what 
he now thought of the oracle of Delphi, and of the 
answers given by the god that presided there, for 
whom it was said, he always had a great regard? 
Croesus first acknowledged, that he had justly incur¬ 
red the indignation of that god, for having shown a 
distrust of the truth of his answers, and for having put 
him to the trial by an absurd and ridiculous question; 
and then declared, that notwithstanding all this, he 
still had no reason to complain of him; so that having 
consulted him, to know what he should do in order to 
lead a happy life, the oracle had given him an answer, 
whieh implied in substanee, that he should enjoy a 
perfect and lasting happiness when he once came to 
the knowledge of himself. “For want of this know¬ 
ledge,” continued he, “ and believing myself, through 
the excessive praises that were lavished upon me, to 
be something very different from what I am, I ac¬ 
cepted the title of generalissimo of the whole army, 
and unadvisedly engaged in a war against a prince 
infinitely my superior in all respects. But now that 
I am instructed by my defeat, and begin to know my¬ 
self, I believe I am going to begin to be happy; and 
if you prove favourable to me (for my fate is in j'our 
hands,) I shall certainly be so.” Cyrus touched with 
compassion at the misfortune of tne king, who was 
fallen in a moment from so great an elevation, and 


a Herod. 1. i. c. 79-84. 

* [This city, famous as being the capital of the unfortu¬ 
nate 'Croesus, and afterwards of the Persian provinces of Asia 
Minor, and still more celebrated in after ages as one of the 
Seven Apocalyptic Churches, is now a miserable village call¬ 
ed Sart. As lhe place, however, is a station of the caravans 
coming frnm Persia to Smyrna, it has a large khan built in 
it for the accommodation of travellers. The present inhab¬ 
itants are mostly shepherds, who tend their numerous flocka 
and herds which feed in the spacious plains.] 

« Cyrop. 1. vii. p. ISO. 6 Ibid. p. 181—184 
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admiring bis equanimity under such a reverse of for¬ 
tune, treated him with a great deal of clemency and 
kindness, suffering him to enjoy both the title and 
authority of king, under the restriction of not having 
the power to make war; that is to say, he discharged 
him (as Croesus acknowledged himself) from all the 
burdensome part of regal power, and truly enabled 
him to lead a happy life, exempt from all care and 
disquiet. From thenceforward he took him with him 
in all his expeditions, either out of esteem for him,or 
to have the benefit of his counsel, or out of policy, 
and to be the more secure of his person. 

Herodotus, and other writers alter him, relate this 
story with the addition of some very remarkable cir¬ 
cumstances, which I think it incumbent on me to 
mention, notwithstanding they seem to be much more 
wonderful than true. 

I have already observed, 1 that the only son Croesus 
had living* was dumb. This young prince seeing a 
soldier, when the city was taken, ready to give the. 
king, whom he did not know, a stroke upon the head 
with his scimitar, made such a violent effort and 
struggle, out of fear and tenderness for the life of his 
father, that he broke the string of his tongue, and 
cried out, Soldier , spare (he life of Croesus. 

Croesus being a prisoner, was condemned by the 
conqueror to be burnt alive. 2 3 Accordingly the fune¬ 
ral pile was prepared, and that unhappy prince, being 
laid thereon, and just upon the point of execution, re¬ 
collecting the conversation he had formerly had with 
Solon , 1 \ was wofully convinced of the truth of that 
philosopher’s admonition, and in remembrance there¬ 
of, cried aloud three times, Solon! Solon! Solon! 
Cyrus, who, with the chief officers of his court, was 
present at this spectacle, was curious to know why 
Croesus pronounced that celebrated philosopher s 
name with so much vehemence in this extremity. Be¬ 
ing told the reason, and reflecting upon the uncertain 
state of all sublunary things, he was touched with 
commiseration at the prince’s misfortune, caused him 
to be taken from the pile, and treated him afterwards, 
as long as he lived, with honour and respect. Thus 
had Solon the glory, 4 with one single word, to save 
the life of one king, and give a wholesome lesson of 
instruction to another. 

Two answers in particular, given by the Delphic 
oracle, had induced Croesus to engage iu the war which 
proved so fatal to him. The one was, that he was to 
relieve himself in danger when the Mecles should have 
a mule to reign over them: the other, that when he 
should pass the river Ilalys, to make war against the 
Medes, he would destroy a mighty empire. From the 
first of these oracular answers he concluded, consid¬ 
ering the impossibility of the thing spoken of, that he 
had nothing to fear; and from the second he conceived 
hopes of subverting the empire of the Medes. When 
he found how things had happened quite contrary to 
his expectations, with Cyrus’s leave he despatched 
messengers to Delphi, with orders to make a present 
to the god, in his name, of a golden chain, and at the 
same time to reproach him for having so basely de¬ 
ceived him by his oracles, notwithstanding the num¬ 
berless presents and offerings he had made him. The 
god was at no great pains to justify his answers. The 
mule which the oracle meant was Cyrus, who derived 
his extraction from two different nations, being a Per¬ 
sian by the father’s side, and a Mede by the mother’s; 
and as* to the great empire which Crccsus was to over¬ 
throw, the oracle did not mean thatof the Medes, but 
his own. 

It was by such false and deceitful oracles, that the 
father of lies, the devil, who was the author of them, 
imposed upon mankind, in those times of ignorance 
and darkness, always giving his answers to those that 
consulted him, in such ambiguous and doubtful terms, 
that, let the event be what it would, they contained 
a relative meaning. 

When the people of Innia and j£olia were apprised 

"*» Herod. 1. i. c. °5. 

c Ibid. 86—9J. Plut. in Solon. 

3 This conversation is already related. 

4 Sj^xv tc-’sCev c XoXtoi' svi Xtyx rev f*iv rmerxg, rev Si 

ttxtStv<rceg ru>v £x<r*?.tu,v. Tlut. 


of Cyrus’s having subdued the Lydians, 5 they sent 
ambassadors to him at Sardis, to desire he would re¬ 
ceive them as his subjects upon the same conditions 
he had granted the Lydians. Cyrus, who before his 
victory had solicited them in vain to embrace his party, 
and was then in a condition to compel them to it by 
force, answered them only by a fable of a fisherman, 
who having played upon his pipe, in order to make 
the fish come to him, in vain, found there was no way 
to catch them but by throwing his net into the water. 
Failing in their hopes of succeeding this way, they 
applied to the Lacediemonians, and demanded their 
succour. The Lacedaemonians thereupon sent depu¬ 
ties to Cyrus, to let him know that they would not 
suffer him to undertake any thing against the Greeks. 
Cyrus only laughed at such a message, and warned 
them in his turn to take care, and put themselves in a 
condition to defend their own territories. 

The nations of the isles had nothing to apprehend 
from Cyrus, because he had not yet subdued the Phoe¬ 
nicians, and the Persians had no shipping. 

ARTICLE II. 

THE HISTORY OF THE BESIEGING AND TAKING OF 
BABYLON BY CYRUS. 

Cyrus stayed in Asia Minor, 6 till he had entirely re¬ 
duced all the nations that inhabited it into subjection, 
from the TEgean sea to the river Euphrates. From 
thence he proceeded to Syria and Arabia, which he 
also subjected. After which he entered into Assyria, 
and advanced towards Babylon, the only city of the 
east that stood out against him. 

The siege of this important place was no easy en¬ 
terprise. The walls of it were of a prodigious height, 
and appeared to be inaccessible, without mentioning 
the immense number of people within them for their 
defence. Besides, the city was stored with all sorts 
of provisions for twenty years. However these diffi¬ 
culties did not discourage Cyrus from pursuing his 
design: but despairing to take the place by storm or 
assault, he made them believe his design was to reduce 
it by famine. To which end he caused a line of cir- 
cumvallation to be drawn quite round the city, with a 
large and deep ditch; and, that his troops might not be 
over-fatigued, he divided his army into twelve bodies, 
and assigned each of them its month for guarding the 
trenches. The besieged, thinking themselves out of 
all danger, by reason of their ramparts and magazines, 
insulted Cyrus from the top of their walls, ancf laugh¬ 
ed at all his attempts, and all the trouble he gave him¬ 
self, as so much unprofitable labour. 

SECTION I.— PREDICTIONS OF THE PRINCIPAL CIR¬ 
CUMSTANCES RELATING TO TIIE SIEGE AND THE 
TAKING CF BABYLON, AS THEY ARE SET DOWN IN 
DIFFERENT PLACES OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 
As the taking of Babylon is one of the greatest 
events in ancient history, and as the principal circum¬ 
stances with which it was attended were foretold in 
the Holy Scriptures many years before it happen¬ 
ed, I think it not improper, before I give an account 
of what the profane writers say of it, briefly to put to¬ 
gether what vve find upon the same head in the sacred 
pages, that the reader may be the more capable of 
comparing the predictions and the accomplishment 
of them together. 

I. The Prediction of the Jewish Captivity at Baby - 
Zon, and of the Time of its Duration. 

God Almighty was pleased not only to cause the 
captivity, which his people were to suffer at Babylon, 
to be foretold a longtime before it came to pass, but 
likewise to set down the exact number of years it was 
to last. The term he fixed for it was seventy years, 
after which he promised he would deliver them, by 
bringing a remarkable and irretrievable destruction 
upon the city of Babylon, the place of their bondage 
and confinement. “And these nations shall serve the 
king of Babylon seventy years.” Jer. xxv, 11. 


* Herod. 1. i. c. 141.152,153. 

® Ibid. c. 177. Cyrop. 1. vii. p. 3SC—188. 
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II. The Causes of God’s Wrath against Babylon. 

That which kindled the wrath of God against Baby¬ 
lon was, I. her insupportable pride; 2. her inhuman 
cruelty towards the Jews; and 3. the sacrilegious im¬ 
piety of her king. 

1. Her pride. She believed herself to be invinci¬ 
ble. 1 She said in her heart, I am the queen of nations, 
and I shall remain so for ever. There is no power 
equal to mine. All other powers are either subject or 
tributary to me, or in alliance, with me. I shall never 
know either barrenness or widowhood. Eternity is 
written in my destiny, according to the observation of 
all those that have consulted (he stars to know it. 

2. Her cruelty. It is God himself that complains 
of it. “ I was willing,” 2 says he, “ to punish my peo¬ 
ple, as a father chastisetb his children. I sent tnem 
for a time into banishment at Babylon, with a design 
to recall them, as soon as thev were become more 
thankful and more faithful. l3ut Babylon and her 

rince have added to the paternal chastisement which 

inflicted, such cruel ana inhuman treatment as my 
clemency abhors. Their design has been to destroy; 
mine was to save. The banishment they have turned 
into a severe bondage and captivity, and have shown 
do compassion or regard either to age, infirmity, or 
virtue.” 

3. The sacrilegious impiety of her king. To the 
pride and cruelty of his predecessors Belshazzar added 
an impiety that was peculiar to himself. He did not 
only prefer his false divinities to the true and only 
God, but fancied that he had vanquished his power, 
because he was possessed of the vessels which had 
belonged to his worship; and, as if he meant it to 
affront him, he affected to apply those holy vessels to 
profane uses. This was what completed the measure 
of God’s wrath. 

III. The Decree pronounced against Babylon. Pre¬ 
diction of the Calamities that were to fall upon her , 

and of her utter destruction. 

“Make bright the arrows, gather the shields.” 3 * 
saith the prophet speaking to the Medes and Persians. 
“The Lord hath raised up the spirit of the kings of 
the Medes, for bis device is against Babylon, to de¬ 
stroy it, because it is the vengeance of the Lord, the 
vengeance of his temple.” 

“ Howl ye, 1 * for the day of the Lord is at hand,—a 
day cruel both with wrath and fierce anger to lay the 
land desolate. Behold, 5 1 will punish the king of 
Babylon and his land, as 1 have punished the king of 
Assyria.” 6 

“Shout against her round about. 7 Recompense 
her according to her work; according to all that she 
hath done, do unto her:—and spare not her young 
men; destroy ye utterly all her host. Every one that 
is found shall be thrust through, 8 and every one that 
is joined to them shall fall by the sword. Their chil¬ 
dren also shall be dashed to pieces before their eyes, 
their houses shall be spoiled, and their wives ravished. 
Behold, I will stir up the Medes against them, who 
shall not regard silver; and as for gold, they shall not 
delight in it. Their bows also shall dash the young 
men to pieces, and they shall have no pity on the fruit 
of the womb; their eye shall not spare children. O 
daughter of Babylon, 9 who art to be destroyed, happy 
shall he be that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us. 
Happy shall he be that taketh and dasheth tby little 
ones against the stones. 

“ And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, and the 
beauty of the Chaldees* excellency, shall be os when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 10 It shall 
never by inhabited; neither shall it be dwelt in from 
generation to generation; neither shall the Arabian 


1 Dixisti, In sempiternuin ero domina—Dicis in corde t uo, 
Ego sum, et non est pra&ter me amplius: non sedebo vidua, 
et ignorabo sterilitatem. Isa. xlvii. 7, 8. 

2 Iratus sum super populum meum, et dedi eos in manu 

tua, Babylon. Non posuisli eis misericordiam: super sencm 

aggravasti jugum tuum valde. Veniet super te malum. Isa. 

xlvii. G. a Jer. li. 11. * Isa. xiii. 6, 9. 

* Jer. I. 18. s In the destruction of Nineveh. 

1 Jer. 1.15, 29, and li. 3. * Isa. xiii. 15—18. 

* Pe. cxxxvii. 8, 9. i° Isa. xiii. 19—22. 
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pitch tent there; neither shall the shepherds make 
tbeir fold there; but wild beasts of the desert shall lie 
there; and their houses shall he full of doleful crea¬ 
tures, and owls shall dwell there; and satyrs shall 
dance there: And the wild beasts of the islands shall 
cry in their desolate houses, and dragons in their plea¬ 
sant palaces. I will also make it a possession for the 
bittern, and pools of water; 11 and I will sweep it 
with the besom of destruction, saith the Lord of hosts. 
The Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying, Surely as I 
have thought, so shall it come to pass; and as 1 have 
proposed, so shall it stand.” 

IV. Cyrus called to destroy Babylon , and to deliver 

the Jews. 

Cyrus, whom the Divine Providence was to make 
use of, as an instrument for the executing his designs 
of goodness and mercy towards his people, wa9 men¬ 
tioned in the Scripture by his name, above two hun¬ 
dred years before he was born. And, that the world 
might not be surprised at the marvellous rapidity of 
his conquests, God was pleased to declare, in very 
sublime and remarkable terms, that he himself would 
be bis guide; and that in all his expeditions he would 
lead him by the hand, and would subdue all the prin¬ 
ces of the earth before him. “Thus saith the Lord 
to his anointed, 12 to Cyrus, whose right hand I have 
holden to subdue nations before him; and I will loose 
the loins of kings, to open before him the two-leaved 
gates, and the gates shall not be shut. I will go be¬ 
fore thee, and make the crooked places straight. I 
will break in pieces the gates of brass, and cut in 
sunder the bars of iron. And I will give thee the 
treasures of darkness and hidden riches of secret 
places, that thou mayest know, that I the. Lord, which 
call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel: For Ja¬ 
cob my servant’s sake, and Israel, mine elect, I have 
even called thee by thy name: I have surnamed thee, 
though thou hast not known me.” 

V. God gives the Signal to the Commanders and to 

the Troops , to march against Babylon. 

“ Lift ye up a banner,” saith the Lord, “ upon the 
high mountain,” 13 that it may be seen afar off, and 
that all they who are to obey me may know my or¬ 
ders. “Exalt the voice unto them,” that are able to 
hear you. “ Shake the hand,” as a signal to hasten 
the march of those that are too far off to distinguish 
another sort of command. Let the officers of the 
troops “go into the gates of the nobles,” into the 
pavilions of their kings. Let the people of each na¬ 
tion range themselves around their sovereign, and 
make haste to offer him their service, and to go unto 
his tent which is already set up. 

“ I have commanded my sanctified ones;” 14 I have 
given my orders to those whom I have sanctified for 
the execution of my designs; and these kings are 
already marching to obey me, though they know me 
not. It is I that have placed them upon (he throne, 
that have made divers nations subject to them, in 
order to accomplish my designs by their administra¬ 
tion. “ I have called my mighty ones for mine an¬ 
ger.” 15 I have caused the mighty warriors to come 
up, to be the ministers and executioners of my wrath 
and vengeance. From me they derive their courage, 
their martial abilities, their patience, their wisdom, 
and the success of their enterprises. If they are in¬ 
vincible, it is because they serve me: every thing 
gives way, and trembles, before them, because they 
are the ministers of my wrath and indignation. They 
joyfully labour for my glory, “ they rejoice in my 
highness.” The honour they have, of being under my 
command, and of being sent to deliver a people that 
1 love, inspires them with ardour and cheerfulness: 
Behold! they triumph already in a certain assurance 
of victory. 

The prophet, a witness in spirit of the orders that 
are just given, is astonished at the swiftness with 
which they are executed by the princes and the peo- 


ii Isa. xiv. 23,2-1. Id. xlv. 1—4. 

is Id. xiii. 2. 14 Id. xiii. 3, 
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pie. I hear already, he cries out, “ The noise of a 
multitude in the mountains, like as of a great people; 
a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations ga¬ 
thered together. 1 The Lord ofhosts mustereth the host 
of the battle: 2 They come from a far country, from 
the end of heaven,” whore the voice of Goa, their 
master and sovereign, has reached their ears. 

But it is not with the sight of a formidable army, 
nor of the kings of the earth, that I am now struck; 
it is God himself that I behold; all the rest are but 
his retinue, and the ministers of his justice. “ It is 
even the Lord and the weapons of his indignation, to 
destroy the whole land.” 

“A grievous vision is declared unto me:” 3 The 
impious Belshazzar, 4 king of Babylon, continues to 
act impiously; ” the treacherous dealer dealeth trea¬ 
cherously, and the spoiler spoileth.” To put an end 
to these excesses, go up, thou prince of Persia; “ go 
op, O Elam:” and thou prince of the Medes, besiege 
thou Babylon: “Besiege, O Media; all the sighing, 
which she was the cause of, have I made to ceased” 
That wicked city is taken and pillaged; her power is 
at an end, and my people is delivered. 

VI. Circumstances relating to the siege and the ta¬ 
king of Babylon , minutely detailed. 

There is nothing, methinks, better calculated to 
raise in us a profound reverence for religion, and to 
give us a great idea of the Deity, than to observe with 
what exactness he reveals to his prophets the princi¬ 
pal circumstances of the besieging and taking of Ba¬ 
bylon, not only many years, but several ages before it 
happened. 

1. We have already seen that the army by which 
Babylon will be taken, is to consist of Medes and Per¬ 
sians, and to be commanded by Cyrus. 

2. The city shall be attacked after a very extraordi¬ 
nary manner, in a way in which she did not at all ex¬ 
pect; “Therefore shall evil come upon thee: thou 
shalt not know from whence it riseth. 5 She shall be 
all on a sudden and in an instant overwhelmned with 
calamities, which she was not able to foresee: “ De¬ 
solation shall come upon thee suddenly, which thou 
shalt not know. 1 ' 6 In a word, she shall be taken, as 
it were in a net, before she perceivetb that any snares 
have been laid for her: “ I have laid a snare for thee, 
and thou art also taken, O Babylon, and thou wast 
not aware.’ 7 * 

3. Babylon reckoned the Euphrates alone was suf¬ 
ficient to render her impregnable, and triumphed in 
her being so advantageously situated and defended by 
so deep a river: “O thou that dwellest upon many 
waters:” 8 it is God himself who points out Babylon 
under that description. And yet that very river Eu¬ 
phrates shall be the cause of her ruin. Cyrus, by a 
stratagem (of which there had never been any exam¬ 
ple before, nor has there been any thing like it since,) 
shall turn»the course of that river, shall lay its chan¬ 
nel dry, and by that means open himself a passage 
into the city: “ I will dry up her sea, and make her 
springs dry’ 9 A drought is upon her waters, and they 
shall be dried up.” Cyrus shall take possession of the 
quays of the river; and the waters which rendered 
Babylon inaccessible shall be dried up, as if they had 
been consumed by fire: “The passages are stopped, 
and th'e reeds they have burnt with fire.” 10 

4. She shall be taken in the night-time, upon a day 
of feasting and rejoicing, even whilst her inhabitants 
are at table, and think upon nothing but eating and 
drinking: “In their heat I will make their feasts, and 
I will make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and 
sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the 
Lord.” 11 It is remarkable, that it is God who does 
all this, who lays a snare for Babylon; “ I have laid a 
»nare for thee;”* 2 who dryeth up the waters of the 
river; “I will dry up her sea;” and who brings that 
drunkenness and drowsiness upon her princes: “I 
will make drunk her princes.” 13 

* Tea. xiii. 4. o Ibid ver. 5. 3 Ibid. xxi. 2. 

* This is the sense of the Hebrew words. 

5 Isa. xlvii. 11. s Ibid. i Jer. i 24. s Id. li. 13. 

s Id. 1. 3P. and li. 36 to Id. li. 32. u Id. li. 39. 

i* Id. 1. 24. la Id. li. 57. 


5. The king shall be seized in an instant with an 
incredible terror and perturbation of mind: “My 
loins are filled with pain; pangs have taken hold upon 
me as the pangs of a woman that travaileth: I was 
bowed down at the bearing of it: I was dismayed at 
the seeing of it; my heart panted, fearful ness affright¬ 
ed me: The night of my pleasure hath he turned into 
fear unto me.” 14 This is the condition Belshazzar 
was in, when in the middle of the entertainment he 
saw a hand come out of the wall, which wrote such 
characters upon it as none of his divines could either 
explain or read; but more especially when Daniel 
declared to him that those characters imported the 
sentence of death. “Then,” 15 says the Scripture, “ the 
king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him so that the joints of his loins were 
loosed, and his knees smote one against another.” 
The terror, astonishment, fainting, and trembling of 
Belshazzar, are here described and expressed in the 
same manner by the prophet who was an eye-witness 
of them, as they were by the prophet who foretold 
them 200 years before. 

But Isaiah must have had an extraordinary measure 
of divine illumination, to be able to add, immediately 
after the description of Belshazzar’s consternation, the 
following words: Prepare the table , 16 watch in the 
watch-tower: eat , drink. The prophet foresees, that 
Belshazzar, though dismayed and confounded at first, 
shall recover his courage and spirits, through the 
exhortation of his courtiers; but more particularly 
through the persuasion of the queen, his mother, who 
represented to him the unreasonableness of being 
affected with such unmanly fears, and unnecessary 
alarms. Let not thy thoughtft trouble thee, 17 nor let 
thy countenance be changed. They will exhort him 
therefore to make himself easy, to satisfy himself with 
giving proper orders, and with the assurance of being 
advertised of every thing by the vigilance of his sen¬ 
tinels; to order the rest of the supper to be served, as 
if nothing had happened; and to recall that gayety 
and joy, which his excessive fears had banished from 
the table: “ Prepare the table, watch in the watch- 
tower; eat, drink.” 

6. But at the same time that men are giving their 
orders, God on his part is likewise giving nis; “Arise, 
ye princes, 18 and anoint the shield.” It is God him¬ 
self that commands the princes to advance, to take 
tbeir arms, and to enter boldly into a city drowned 
in wine, or buried in sleep, 

7. Isaiah acquaints us with two material and im¬ 
portant circumstances concerning the taking of Ba¬ 
bylon. The first is, that the troops with which it i3 
filled, shall not keep their ground, or stand firm any 
where, neither at the palace nor the citadel, nor any 
other public place whatsoever; that they shall desert 
and leave one another, without thinking of any thing 
but making their escape; that in running away they 
shall disperse themselves, and take different roads, 
just as a flock of deer, or of sheep, is dispersed and 
scattered when they are affrighted: “ And it shall be 
as a chased roe, 19 and as a sheep that no man taketh 
up.” The second circumstance is, that the greatest 
part of those troops, though they were in the Babylo¬ 
nian service and pay, were not Babylonians: and that 
they shall return into the provinces from whence they 
came, without being pursued by the conquerors: 
because the divine vengeance was chiefly to fall upon 
the citizens of Babylon: “They shall turn every 
man to his own people, 20 and flee eveiy one into his 
own land.” 

8. Lastly, not to mention the dreadful slaughter 
which is to be made of the inhabitants of Babylon, 
where no mercy will be shown either to old men, 
women, or children, or even to the child that is still 
within its mother’s womb, as has been already no¬ 
ticed: the last circumstance, I say, which the prophet 
foretels, is the death of the king himself, whose body 
is to have no burial, and the entire extinction of the 
royal family, both which calamities are described in 


** Isa. xxi. 3, 4. Dan. v. 6. 

* s Isa. xxi, 5. *7 Dan. v. JO. »» Isa. xxi. 5. 
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the Scripture, in a manner equally terrible and in¬ 
structive to all princes. “ But thou art cast out of 
thv grave, 1 like an abominable branch. Thou shalt 
not be joined with them” (thy ancestors) “in burial, 
because thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy 
people.” That kin** is justly forgotten, who has 
never remembered, that he ought to be the protector 
and father of his people. He that has lived only to 
ruin and destroy his country, is unworthy of the com¬ 
mon privilege of burial. As he has been an enemy to 
mankind, he ought to have no place amongst them. 
He was like unto the wild beasts of the field, and like 
them he shall be buried; and since he had no senti¬ 
ments of humanity himself, he deserves to meet with 
no humanity from others. This is the sentence 
which God himself pronounced against Belshazzar: 
and the malediction extends itseU to his children, 
who were looked upon as his associates in the throne, 
and as the source of a long posterity and succession 
of kings, and were entertained with nothing by the 
flattering courtiers, but the pleasing prospects and 
ideas of their future grandeur. 44 Prepare slaughter 
for his children, 2 for tne iniquity of their fathers; that 
they do not rise nor possess the land. Fori will rise 
up against them, saith the Lord of hosts, and cut off 
from Babylon the name and remnant, and son and 
nephew, saith the Lord.” 

SECTION II.— A DESCRIPTION OF THE TAKING OF 
BABYLON. 

After having seen the predictions of every thing 
that was to happen to the impious Babylon, it is now 
time to come to the accomplishment of those prophe¬ 
cies ; and to resume our narrative of the taking of that 
city. 

As soon as Cyrus saw that the ditch, which they 
had long worked upon, was finished, he began to 
think seriously upon the execution of his vast design, 
which a3 yet he had communicated to nobody. Provi¬ 
dence soon furnished him with as fit an opportunity 
for this purpose as he could desire. He was informed 
that in the city a great festival was to be celebrated; 
and that the Babylonians on occasion of that solem¬ 
nity, were accustomed to pass the whole night in 
drinking and debauchery. 

Belshazzar himself was more concerned in this 
public rejoicing than any other, 3 and gave a magnifi¬ 
cent entertainment to the chief officers of the king¬ 
dom, and the ladies of the court. When flushed with 
wine, he ordered the gold and silver vessels, which 
had been taken from the temple of Jerusalem to be 
brought out; and, as an insult upon the God of Israel, 
he, his whole court, and all his concubines, drank out 
of those sacred vessels. God, who was provoked at 
snch insolence and impiety, at the same instant made 
him sensible who it was that he affronted, by a sudden 
apparition of a hand, writing certain characters upon 
the wall. The king, terribly surprised and frighted 
at this vision, immediately sent for all his wise men, 
his divines, and astrologers, that they might read the 
writing to him, and explain the meaning of it. But 
they all came in vain, not one of them being able to 
expound the matter, or even to read the characters. 4 
It is probably in relation to this occurrence, that Isa¬ 
iah, after having foretold to Babylon that she shall be 
overwhelmed with calamities which she did not ex¬ 
pect, adds, “ Stand now with thine enchantments, 
and with the multitude of thy sorceries. Let now the 
astrologers, the star-gazers, the monthly prognostica¬ 
tors, stand up, and save thee from these things that 
shall come upon thee.” Isa. xlvii, 12,13. The queen- 
mother (Nitocris, a princess of great merit,) coming 
upon the noise of this great prodigy into the banquet- 
ing-room, endeavoured to compose the mind of the 
king her son, advising him to send for Daniel, with 
whose abilities in such matters she was well acquaint- 


i Isa. xiv. 19. 20. * * lb. xiv. 21, 22. 

* Dan. v. 1—29. 

4 The reason why they could not read this sentence was. 
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ed, and whom she had always employed in the gov¬ 
ernment of the state. 

Daniel was therefore immediately sent for, and 
spoke to the king with a freedom and liberty becom¬ 
ing a prophet. He put him in mind of the dreadful 
manner in which God had punished the pride of his 
randfather Nebuchadnezzar, and the flagrant abuse 
e made of bis power, 6 when he acknowlecfged no law 
but his own will, and thought himself empowered to 
exalt and to abase, to inflict destruction and death 
wheresoever he would, only because such was his will 
and pleasure. 4 ‘ And thou his son,” says he to the 
king, “hast not humbled thine heart, though thoa 
knowest all this, but hast lifted up thyself against the 
Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels 
of his house before thee, and thou ana thy lords, thy 
wives and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them: 
and thou hast praised the gods of silver and gold, of 
brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, 
nor know: and the God, in whose hand thy breath is, 
and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified. 
Then was the part of the hand sent from him, and this 
writing was written. And this is the writing that 
was written, 6 Mene, Tekel, UpharsinJ This is 
the interpretation of the thing: Mene, God hath num¬ 
bered thy kingdom, and finished it; TEKEL, thou 
art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting; 
Peres, thy kingdom is divided, and given to the 
Mede8 and Persians.” This interpretation, one 
would think, should have aggravated the consterna¬ 
tion of the company; but they found means to dispel 
their fears, probably upon a persuasion, that the ca¬ 
lamity was not denounced as present or immediate, 
and that time might furnish them with expedients to 
avert it. This however is certain, that for fear of dis¬ 
turbing the general joy of the present festival, they 
put off the discussion of serious matters to another 
time, and sat down again to their banquet, and con¬ 
tinued their revelling 3 to a very late hour. 

Cyrus, 8 in the mean time, well informed of the con¬ 
fusion that wa3 generally occasioned by this festival, 
both in the palace and the city, had posted a part of 
his troops on that side where the river entered into the 
city, and another part on that side where it went out; 
and had commanded them to enter the city that very 
night, by marching along the channel of the river, as 
soon as ever they found it fordable. Having given 
all necessary orders, and exhorted his officers to fol¬ 
low him, by representing to them that he marched 
under the guidance of the gods; in the evening he 
made them open the great receptacles, or ditches, on 
both sides the city, above and below, that the water 
of the river might run into them. By this means the 
Euphrates was quickly emptied, and its channel be¬ 
came dry. Then the two forementioned bodies of 
troops, according to their orders, went into the chan¬ 
nel, the one commanded by Gobryas, and the other 
by Gadatas, and advanced without meeting any obsta¬ 
cle. The invisible guide, who had promised to open 
all the gates to Cyrus, made the general negligence 
and disorder of that riotous night subservient to his 
design, by leaving open the gates of brass, which 
were made to shut up the descents from the quays to 
the river, and which alone, if they had not been left 
open, were sufficient to have defeated the whole en¬ 
terprise. Thus did these two bodies of troops pene¬ 
trate into the very heart of the city without any op¬ 
position, and meeting together at the royal palace, 
according to their agreement, surprised the guards, 
and cut them to pieces. Some of the company that 
were within the palace opening the doors to know 
what noise it was they heard without, the soldiers 
rushed in, and auickly made themselves masters of it; 
and meeting tne king, who came up to them sword 
in hand, at the head of those that were in the way to 
succour him, they killed him, and put all those that 
attended him to the sword. The first thing the con- 


» Whom he would he slew, and whom he would he kept 
alive, and whom he would he set up, and whom he would ha 
put down. Dan . v. 19. 
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querors did afterwards, was to thank the gods for 
having at least punished that impious king. These 
words are Xenophon’s, and are very worthy of atten¬ 
tion, as they so perfectly agree with what the Scrip¬ 
tures hav6 recorded of the impious Belshazzar. 

The taking of Babylon put an 
A. M. 3466. end to the Babylonian empire, after 
Ant. J. C.538. a duration of 210 years from the 
beginning of the reign of Nabonas- 
sar. Thus was the power of that proud city abolish¬ 
ed just fifty years after she had destroyed the city of 
Jerusalem and her temple. And herein were accom- 

J lished those predictions, which the prophets Isaiah, 
eremiab, and Daniel had denounced against her, and 
of which we have already given a particular account. 
There is still one more, the most important and the 
most incredible of them all, and yet the Scripture has 
set it down in the strongest terms, and marked it out 
with the greatest exactness; a prediction literally ful¬ 
filled in all its points; the proof of which still actually 
subsists,is the most easy to be verified, and indeed of 
a nature not to be contested. What I mean is the 
prediction of so total and absolute a ruin of Babylon, 
that not the least remains or traces should be left of it. 
I think it may not be improper to give an account of 
the perfect accomplishment of this famous prophecy, 
before we proceed to speak of what followed the ta¬ 
king of Babylon. 

SECTION III.— THE COMPLETION OF THE PRO¬ 
PHECY WHICH FORETOLD THE TOTAL RUIN AND 
DESTRUCTION OF BABYLON. 

This prediction we find recorded in several of the 
prophets, but particularly in Isaiah, in the thirteenth 
chapter, from the 19th to the 22d verses, and in the 
23d and 24th verses of the fourteenth chapter. I have 
already inserted it at large, page 167. It isthere de¬ 
clared, that Babylon shall be utterly destroyed, as the 
criminal cities of Sodom and Gomorrah formerly were; 
that she shall be no more inhabited; that she shall 
never be rebuilt; that the Arabs shall not so much as 
set up their tents there; that the shepherd shall not 
come thither even to rest his flock; that it shall be¬ 
come a dwelling-place for the wild beasts, and a re¬ 
treat for the birds of night; that the place where it 
stood shall be covered over with a marsh, so that no 

? lace shall be left to show where Babylon had been. 

t is God himself who pronounced this sentence, and 
it is for the service oi religion to show how exactly 
every article of it has been successively accomplished. 

I. In the first place, Babylon ceased to be a royal 
city, the kings of Persia choosing to reside elsewhere. 
They delighted more in Susa, Ecbatana, Persepolis, 
or any other place; and did themselves destroy a good 
part of Babylon. 

II. We are informed by Strabo 
A. M. 3880. and Pliny, that the Macedonians, 
Ant. J. C. 124. who succeeded the Persians, did not 
only neglect it, and forbear to em¬ 
bellish or even repair it, but that moreover they 
built Seleucia in the neighbourhood,! on purpose to 
draw away its inhabitants, and cause it to be desert¬ 
ed. Nothing can better explain what the prophet 
bad foretold; “ It shall not be inhabited.” Its own 
masters endeavour to make it desolate.' 

III. The new kings of Persia, who afterwards be¬ 
came masters of Babylon, completed the ruin of it, 
by building Ctesiphon 2 which carried away all the 
remainder of the inhabitants; so that from the time 
the curse was pronounced against that city, it seems 
as if those very persons that ought to have protected 
her. were become her enemies; and had all thought it 
their duty to reduce her to a state of solitude, though 


i Partem urbis Persae diruerunt, partem tempus, con- 
eumpsit ct Macedonum negligcntia; maxime postquam 
Seleucus Nicator Sffieuciam ad Tigrim condidit, stadiis 
tantum trecentis a Babylone dissitam. Strab. 1. xvi. p. 
738. 

In solitudinem rediit exhaustn vicinitate Seleucise, ob id 
condiise aNicatore intra nonagesimum (or qoadragesimum) 
Japidom. Plin 1. vi.c. 26. 

3 Pro ilia Seleuciam et Ctesiphontem urbes Perearam in- 
dytns fecerunt. S. Ifieron, in cap, xii. Isa. 


by indirect means, and without using any violence, 
that it might more manifestly appear to be the hand 
of God, rather than the hand of man, which brought 
about her destruction. 

IV. She was so totally forsaken, that nothing of her 
was left remaining but the walls. And to this con¬ 
dition she was reduced at the time when Pausanias 
wrote his remarks upon Greece. 3 

Ilia autem Babylon omnium quas A. D. 96. 
unquam sol aspexit urbium maxi¬ 
ma, jam prater muros nihil habet reliqui. Paus. in 
Arcad. pag. 509. 

V. The kings of Persia finding their place desert¬ 
ed, made a park of it in which they kept wild beasts 
for hunting. Thus did it become, as the prophet had 
foretold, a dwelling-place for ravenous beasts, that are 
enemies to man; or for timorous animals, that flee 
before him. Instead of citizens, she was now inhabited 
by wild boars, leopards, bears, deer, and wild asses. 
Babylon was now the retreat of fierce, savage, deadly 
creatures, that hate the light, and delight in darkness. 
“ Wild beasts of the desert shall lie there, and dra¬ 
gons shall dwell in their pleasant palaces.” 4 

St. Jerome has transmitted to us 
the following valuable remark A. D. 400. 
which he had from a Persian monk, 
that he himself had seen what he had related to him. 
Didicimus d quodamfratre Elamita, qui deillisjini - 
bus egrediens, nunc Hierosolymis vitam exigit mon - 
achorum , venationes regias esse in Babylone , et om- 
nis generis bestias murorum ejus ambitu tantum con- 
tineri. In cap. Isa. xiii. 22. 

VI. But it was still too much that the walls of 
Babylon were standing. At length they fell down in 
several places, and were never repaired. Various ac¬ 
cidents destroyed the remainder. The animals, which 
were to be subservient to the pleasure of the Persian 
kings, abandoned the place; serpents and scorpions 
remained, so that it became a dreadful place for per¬ 
sons that should have the curiosity to visit, or search 
after, its antiquities. The Euphrates, that used to run 
through the city, having no longer a free channel, took 
its course another way; so that in Theodoret’s time, 
there was nothing more than a very stream of water 
left, 6 which ran across the ruins, and, not meeting 
with a slope or free passage, necessarily degenerated 
into a marsh. 

In the time of Alexander the Great, 6 the river had 
quitted its ordinary channel, by reason of the outlets 
and canals which Cyrus had made, and of which we 
have already given an account; the outlets being 
badly stopped up, had occasioned a great inundation 
in the country. Alexander, designing to fix the seat 
of his empire at Babylon, projected the bringing back 
of the Euphrates into its natural and former channel, 
and had actually set his men to work. But the Al¬ 
mighty, who watched over the fulfilling of his pro¬ 
phecy, and who had declared, he would destroy even 
to the very remains and footsteps of Babylon [“ I will 
cut off from Babylon the name and remnant,”] 7 de¬ 
feated this enterprise by tbe death of Alexander, which 
happened’soon after. It is easy to comprehend how, 
after this, Babylon being neglected to such a degree 
as we have seen, its river was converted into an inac¬ 
cessible pool, which covered the very place where that 
impious city had stood, as Isaiah had foretold: “I 
will make it pools of water.” 8 And this was ne¬ 
cessary, lest the place where Babylon had stood 
should be discovered hereafter by the course of the 
Euphrates. 

VII. By means of all these changes Babylon be¬ 
came an utter desert, and all the country round fell 
into tbe same state of desolation and horror; so that 
the most able geographers at this day cannot deter- 


3 He wrote in the reign of Antoninus, successor to Adrian. 

* Isa. xiii. 21, 22. . 

e Euphrates quondam urbem ipsammediam dividcbat ; 
lunc autem fluvius conversus est in aliam viam, ct per ru* * 
!era minimus aquarum meatus fluit. Theodor, m cap. 1. 
Terem. ver. 38, 39. 
e Arrian, de exped. Alex. li. vin. 
t Isa. xiv. 22. ™\d. 23 






HISTORY OF CYRUS. 


mine the place where it stood.* * In this manner Cod’s 
prediction was literally fulfilled: “ I will cut off from 
Babylon the name—I will make it a possession for the 
bittern, and pools of water; and I will sweep it with 
the besom of destruction, saith the Lord of hosts.” 2 
I myself, saith the Lord, will examine with a jealous 
eye, to see if there be any remains of that city, which 
was an enemy to my name and to Jerusalem. I will 
thoroughly sweep the place where it stood, and will 
clear it so effectually, by defacing every trace of the 
city, that no person shall be able to preserve the me¬ 
mory of the place chosen by Nimrod, and which I, 
the Lord, have abolished. “ I will sweep it with the 
besom of destruction, saith the Lord of hosts.” 

VIII. God was not satisfied with causing all these 
alterations to be foretold, but, to give the greater as¬ 
surance of their certainty, thought fit to seal the pre¬ 
diction of them by an oath. “The Lord of hosts 
hath sworn, saying, Surely, as I have thought, so 
shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so shall 
it stand.” 3 But if we would take this dreadful oath 
in its full latitude, we must not confine it either to 
Babylon or to its inhabitants, or to the princes that 
reigned therein. The malediction relates to the 
whole world: it is the general anathema pronounced 
against the wicked; it is the terrible decree, by which 
the two cities of Babylon and Jerusalem shall be sepa¬ 
rated for ever, and an eternal divorce be put between 
the saints and the reprobate. The Scriptures that 
have foretold it, shall subsist till the day of its execu¬ 
tion. The sentence is written therein, aod deposited, 
as it were, in the public archives of religion. “ The 
Lord of hosts hath sworn, saying, As I have thought, 
so shall it come to pass; and as I have purposed, so 
shall it stand.” 

What I have said of this prophecy concerning 
Babylon is almost entirely taken out of an excellent 
treatise upon Isaiah, which is still in manuscript. 4 

SECTION IV.— WHAT FOLLOWED UPON THE TA¬ 
KING OF BABYLON. 

CYRUS, 5 having entered the city in the manner we 
have described, put all to the sword that were found 
in the streets: he then commanded the citizens to 
bring him all their arms, and afterwards to shut them¬ 
selves up in their houses. The next morning, by 
break of day, the garrison which kept the citadel being 


i Nunc omnino destructa, ita ut vix ejus supersint rude- 
ra. Baudrund. 

s La. xiv. 22,23. a Ibid. 24. 

* Babylon stood in a large plain, 35 English miles south 
of the ancient wall of Media, mentioned by Xenophon and 
Strabo in direct distance. This wall ran across the narrow¬ 
est part uf the isthmus formed by the approximation of these 
two rivers, separating the great plain of Babylon, or Baby¬ 
lonia. from the upper part of the intermediate tract watered 
by these two streams. We are not able to determine exact¬ 
ly the circumference and extent of ancient Babylon, so as to 
decide with precision and accuracy its dimensions, and which 
of those various statements of Herodotus, Pliny, Strabo, 
Solinus, Ctesias, Diodorus, Cletarohus, andCurtius, are cor¬ 
rect. The reason is, that no remains of the wall and ditch 
that surrounded the city are now traceable. Untraeeahle, 
however, as the walls now are, traces of the ancient city 
commence at two canals, running east and west immediate- 
. lv to the snuth of the village of Mahowil, a little east of the 
eastern bank of the Euphrates. One of these canals is cross¬ 
ed hy a brick bridge. As soon as this bridge is crossed, the 
vestiges of the great city present themselves to the eye of 
the inquisitive traveller. He is gradually conducted to those 
immense tumuli, or mounds of temples, palaces, and human 
habitations of every kind, now buried in shapeless heaps, and 
a silence profound as that of the tomb. It is impossible not 
to be struck with solemn awe in thus passing, ae it were in¬ 
to the gates of “ Fallen Babylon.” From this bridge all the 
way to Hillah, a distance of full twelve miles, following the 
course of the stream, the remains of Babylon may be traced. 
At the distance of six miles west of the Euphrates stands 
the immense ruin of the Birs Nimroud, or the aneient tem¬ 
ple uf Belus. If we admit an equal extent to the east of tho 
Euphrates, the measures of Herodotus are fully justified, 
who assigned to the ancient city a space of 480 stadia, form¬ 
ing a perfect square of 120 stadia, whicn, allowing ten stadia 
to a mile, mutes each 6idc of the square twelve miles in 
length, thus covering a superficies of 144 square miles, or 
more than nine times the area uf London. 

' Gyrop. 1. vii. p. 102. 
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apprised that the city was taken, and their king killed, 
surrendered themselves to Cyrus. Thus did this 
prince, almost without striking a blow, and without 
any resistance, find himself in peaceable possession 
of the strongest place in the world. 

The first thing he did was, to thank the gods for the 
success they had given him. And then, having as¬ 
sembled his principal officers, he publicly applauded 
their courage and prudence, their zeal and attachment 
to his person, and distributed rewards to his whole 
army. 6 After which he represented to them, that the 
only means of preserving what they had acquired was 
to persevere in their ancient virtue; that the proper 
end of victory was not to give themselves up to idle¬ 
ness and pleasure; that, after having conquered their 
enemies by force of arms, it would be shameful to suf¬ 
fer themselves to be overcome by the allurements of 
pleasure; that, in order to maintain their ancient glo¬ 
ry, it behoved them to keep up amongst the Persians 
at Babylon the same discipline they nad observed in 
their own country, and for that purpose, to take par¬ 
ticular care to give their children a good education. 
This (says he) will necessarily engage us daily to 
make further advauces in virtue, as it will oblige us 
to be diligent and careful in setting them good ex¬ 
amples: nor will it be easy for them to be corrupted, 
when they shall neither hear nor see any thing 
amongst us, but what excites them to virtue, ana 
shall be continually employed in honourable and 
laudable exercises. 

Cyrus committed the different parts and offices of 
his government to different persons, according to their 
various talents and qualifications; 7 but the care of 
forming and appointing general officers, governors of 
provinces, ministers and ambassadors, he reserved to 
himself, looking upon that as the proper duty and em¬ 
ployment of a king, upon which depended his glory, 
the success of his affairs, and the happiness and tran¬ 
quillity of his kingdom. His great talent was to study 
the particular character of men, in order to place every 
one in his proper sphere, to give them authority in 
proportion to their merit, to make their private ad¬ 
vancement concur with the public good,and to make 
the whole machine of the state move in so regular a 
manner, that every part should have a dependence 
upon, and mutually contribute to support each other; 
and that the strength of one should not exert itself 
but for the benefit and advantage of the rest. Each 
person had his district, and his particular sphere of 
business, of which he gave an account to another above 
him, and he again to a third, and so on, till, by these 
different degrees, and regular subordination, the cog¬ 
nizance of affairs came to the king himself, who did 
not remain idle in the midst of all this motion,but was, 
as it were, the soul to the body of the state, w hich, by 
this means, he governed with as much ease as a father 
governs his private family. 

When he afterwards sent governors, called satra- 
pccP into the provinces underhis subjection, he would 
not suffer the particular governors of places, nor the 
commanding officers of the troops maintained for the 
security of the country, to be dependent upon those 
provincial governors, or to be subject to any one but 
nimself; in that, if any of these satrapee, elate with his 
power or riches, made an ill use of his authority, there 
might be found witnesses and censors of his mal-ad- 
ministration within his own government. For there 
was nothing he so carefully avoided, as the trusting 
of any one man w r ith ahsolute power, well knowing 
that a prince will quickly have reason to repent of 
having exalted one person so high, if all others are 
thereby abused and kept under. 

Thus Cyrus established a wonderful order with 
respect to his military affairs, his treasury, and civil 
government. In all the provinces he had persons of 
approved integrity, 9 who gave him an account of ev¬ 
ery thing that passed. He made it his principal care 
to honour ana reward all those that distinguished 
themselves by their merit, or were eminent in any 


6 Cyrop. 1. vii. p. 197, 200. 

e Ibid. 1. viii. p. 229. 


t Ibid. 

• Ibid. p. 209. 
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respect whatever. He infinitely preferred clemency 
to martial courage, because the latter is often the cause 
of ruin and desolation to whole nations, whereas the 
former is always beneficent and useful. He was 
sensible that good laws contribute very much to the 
forming and preserving of good manners; 1 but in his 
opinion, the prince by his example was' to be a living 
Jaw to his people. Nor did he think a man worthy 
to reign over others, 2 unless he was more wise and 
virtuous than those he governed: he was also per¬ 
suaded, 3 that the surest means fora prince to gain the 
respect of his courtiers, and of such as approached his 
person, was to have so much regard for them, as never 
to do or say any thing before them, contrary to the 
rules of decency and good manners. 

k‘h®rality he looked upon as a virtue truly royal; 41 
nor did he think there was any thing great or valuable 
in riches, but the pleasure of distributing them to 
others. “ I have prodigious riches,” 6 says he to his 
courtiers, “ I own, and I am glad the world knows it; 
but you may assure yourselves, they are as much 
yours as mine. For to what end should I heap up 
wealth? For my own use, and to consume it my sell? 
That would be impossible, even if I desired it. No: 
the chief end I aim at is to have it in my power to re¬ 
ward those who serve the public faithfully, and to 
succour and relieve those that will acquaint me with 
their wants and necessities.” 

Croesus one day represented to him, 6 that by con¬ 
tinual largesses he would at last make himself poor, 
whereas he might have amassed infinite treasures, 
and have been the richest prince in the world. “And 
to what sum,” replied Cyrus, “ do you think those 
treasures might have amounted?” Croesus named a 
certain sum which was immensely great. Cyrus 
thereupon ordered a short note to be written to the 
lords of his court, in which it was signified to them 
that he bad occasion for money. Immediately a much 
larger sum was brought to him than Crcesus had men¬ 
tioned. “ Look here,” says Cyrus to him, “ here are 
my treasures; the chests I keep my riches in, are the 
hearts and affection of my subjects.” 

But much as he esteemed 1’iberality, he laid a still 
greater stress upon kindness and condescension, affa¬ 
bility and humanity, which are qualities still more 
engaging, and more apt to acquire the affection of a 
people, which is properly to reign. For a prince to 
be more generous than others in giving, when he is 
infinitely more rich than they, has nothing in it so 
surprising or extraordinary, as to descend in a manner 
from the throne, and to put himself upon a level with 
his subjects. 

But what Cyrus preferred to all other things, was 
the worship of the gods, and a respect for religion. 7 
Upon this therefore he thought himself obliged to be¬ 
stow his first and principal care, as soon as he became 
more at leisure, and more master of his time, bv the 
conquest of Babylon. He began by establishing a 
number of Magi, to sing daily a morning service of 
praise to the honour of the gods, and to offer sacri¬ 
fices; which was always practised amongst them in 
succeeding ages. 

The prince’s disposition . quickly became, as is 
usual, the prevailing disposition among his people; 
and his example became the rule of their conduct! 
The Persians, who saw that Cyrus’s reign had been 
but one continued chain and series of prosperity and 
success, believed that by serving the gods as he did, 
they should be blessed with the like happiness and 
prosperity : besides, they were sensible it was the 
surest way to please their prince, and to make their 
court to him successfully. Cyrus, on the other hand, 
was extremely glad to find them have such senti¬ 
ments, being convinced, that whosoever sincerely 
fears and worships God, will at the same time be 
faithful to his king, and preserve an inviolable attach¬ 
ment to his person, and to the welfare of the state. 

All this is excellent, but is only true and real in the 
true religion. 


Cyrus, being resolved to establish his chief resi¬ 
dence at Babylon, 8 a powerful city, which could not 
be very well affected to him, thought it necessary to 
be more cautious than he had been hitherto, in regard 
to the safety of his person. The most dangerous 
hours, for princes within their palaces, and the most 
likely for treasonable attempts upon their lives, are 
those of bathing, eating, and sleeping. He determined 
therefore to suffer nobody to be near him at those 
times, but such persons on whose fidelity he could ab¬ 
solutely rely; and on this account he thought eunuchs 
preferable to all others; because, as they had neither 
wives, children, nor families, and besideswere gener¬ 
ally despised on account of the meanness of their birth 
ana the ignominy of their condition, they were enga¬ 
ged by every consideration to attach themselves solely 
to their masters, on whose life their whole fortune de¬ 
pended, and on whose account alone it was, that they 
possessed either wealth or consequence. Cyrus there¬ 
fore intrusted all the offices of his household to eu¬ 
nuchs: and this practice, which was not unknown be¬ 
fore his time, from thenceforth became the general 
custom of all the eastern countries. 

It is well known, that in after times it prevailed also 
amongst the Roman emperors, with whom the eunuchs 
were the reigning all-powerful favourites; nor is it 
any wonder. It was very natural for the prince, after 
having confided his person to their care, and experi¬ 
enced their zeal, fidelity, and merit, to intrust them 
also with the management of some public business, 
and by degrees to give himself up to them. These 
expert courtiers knew how to improve those favoura¬ 
ble moments, when sovereigns, delivered from the 
weight of their dignity, which is a burden to them, 
become men, and familiarize themselves with their offi¬ 
cers. And by this policy, having got possession of 
their masters’ minds and confidence, they came to 
possess great influence at court, to have the adminis¬ 
tration of public affairs, and the disposal of employ¬ 
ments and honours, and to arrive themselves at the 
highest offices and dignities of the state. 

But the good emperors, 9 such as Alexander Seve- 
rus, held the eunuchs in abhorrence, looking upon 
them as creatures sold and attached only to their for¬ 
tune, and enemies by principle to the public good; 
persons, whose sole view was to get possession of the 
rince’s mind, to conceal the knowledge of public 
usiness as much as possible from him, to preclude 
access to him from any person of real merit, and to 
keep him shut up and imprisoned, in a manner, with¬ 
in the narrow circle of three or four officers, who had 
an entire ascendant and dominion over him; Clau - 
dentesprincipem suum. et agentes ante omnia ne quid 
sciat. 

When Cyrus had established his regulations in 
every thing relating to the government, 10 he resolved 
to show himself publicly to his own people, and to his 
newly conquered subjects, in a solemn, august cere¬ 
mony of religion, by marching in a pompous cavalcade 
to the places consecrated to the gods in order to offer 
sacrifices to them. In this procession Cyrus thought 
fit to display all possible splendour and magnificence, 
to catch and dazzle the eyes of the people. This was 
the first time that prince ever aimed at procuring re¬ 
spect towards himself, not only by the attractions of 
virtue (says the historian,) but by such an external 
pomp as was calculated to attract the multitude, and 
work like a charm or enchantment upon their imagi¬ 
nations. 11 He ordered the superior officers of the 
Persians and allies to attend him, and gave each of 
them a dress after the Median fashion; that is to say, 
long robes, which hung down to the feet. These 
were of various colours, all of the finest and brightest 
dye, and richly embroidered with gold and silver. 
Besides those that were for themselves, he gave them 
others, very splendid also, but less costly, to present 
to the subaltern officers. It was on this occasion the 
Persians first dressed themselves after the manner of 


‘ 1 viii ’ P* 2044 9 lb. p. 205. 

* lb. 209. » lb. 225. 

6 lb. 210. t ib, 204^ 


8 Cyrop. 1. vii. p. 196. 

8 Lamprid. in vita Alex. Sever. 
*° Cyrop. I. yiii. p. 213, 220. 

*1 x*i xxTxy o>jr»6<if wito 










HISTORY OF CYRUS. 


the Medes, 1 and began to imitate them in colouring 
their eyes, to make them appear more sparkling, ana 
in painting their faces, in order to enliven their com¬ 
plexions. 

When the day appointed for the ceremony was 
come, the whole company assembled at the king’s 
palace by break of day. Four thousand of the guards, 
drawn up four deep, placed themselves in front of the 
palace, and 2000 on the two sides of it ranged in the 
same order. The whole cavalry were also drawn out, 
tthe Persians on the right, and that of the allies on the 
'left. The chariots ot war were ranged half on one 
Iside, and half on the other. As soon as the palace 
/gates were opened, a great number of bulls of exqui¬ 
site beauty were led out by four and four: these were 
to be sacrificed to Jupiter and the other gods, accord¬ 
ing to the ceremonies prescribed by the Magi. Next 
j followed the horses that were to be sacrificed to the 
$Sun. Immediately after them a white chariot, crown¬ 
ed with flowers, the pole of which was gilt : this 
was to be offered to Jupiter. Then camp a second 
chariot of the same colour, and adorned in the same 
manner, to be offered to the Sun. After these follow¬ 
ed a third, the horses of which were caparisoned with 
scarlet housings. Behind came the men who carried 
the sacred fire on a large hearth. When ail these 
were upon their march, Cyrus himself began to appear 
upon his car, with his upright tiara upon his head, 
encircled with a royal diadem. His under tunic was 
of purple mixed with white, which was a colour pe¬ 
culiar to kings. Over his other garments he wore a 
large purple cloak. His hands were uncovered. A 
little below him sat his master of the horse, who was 
of a comely stature, but not so tall as Cyrus, for 
which reason the height of the latter appeared still 
more advantageously. As soon as the people per¬ 
ceived the prince, they all fell prostrate before him, 
and worshipped him; whether it was, that certain 
persons appointed on purpose, and placed at proper 
distances, led others on by their example, or that the 
people were moved to do it of their own accord, being 
struck with the appearance of so much pomp and 
magnificence, and with so many awful circumstances 
of majesty and splendour. The Persians had never 
prostrated themselves in this manner before Cyrus, 
till on this occasion. 

When Cyrus’s chariot was come out of the palace, 
the 4000 guards began to march : the other 2000 
moved at the same time, and placed themselves on 
each side of the chariot. The eunuchs, or great offi¬ 
cers of the king’s household, to the number of 300, 
richly clad, with javelins in their hands, and mounted 
upon stately horses, marched immediately after the 
chariot. After them followed 200 led horses of the 
king’s stable, each of them having embroidered fur¬ 
niture and bits of gold. Next came the Persian caval¬ 
ry, divided into four bodies, each consistingof 10,000 
men; then the Median horse, and after those the ca¬ 
valry of the allies. The chariots of war, four abreast, 
closed the procession. 

When they came to the fields consecrated to the 
gods, they offered their sacrifices first to Jupiter, and 
then to the Sun. To the honour of the first were burnt 
bulls, and to the honour of the second, horses. They 
likewise sacrificed some victims to the Earth accord¬ 
ing to the appointment of the Magi; then to the demi¬ 
gods, the patrons and protectors of Syria. 2 

In order to afford the people some recreation after 
this grave and solemn ceremony, Cyrus thought fit 
that it should conclude with games, and horse and 
chariot-races. The place where they were was large 
and spacious. He ordered a certain portion of it to 
bemarked out, about five stadia, 3 and proposed prizes 
for the victors of each nation, which were to encoun¬ 
ter separately and among themselves. He himself 
won the prize in the Persian horse-races, for nobody 
was so complete a horseman as he. The chariots ran 
but two at a time, one against another. 

This kind of procession continued a long time af- 


* Cyrop. 1. tiii. p. 206. 

9 Amon^ the ancicnls. Syria is often put for Assyria, 

* A liltie above half a mile. 


173 

terwards amongst the Persians, except only that it 
was not always attended with sacrifices. All the 
ceremonies being ended, they returned to the city in 
the same order. 

Some days after, 4 Cyrus, to celebrate the victory he 
had obtained in the horse-races, gave a great enter¬ 
tainment to all the chief officers, as well foreigners as 
Medes and Persians. They had never yet seen any 
thing of the kind so sumptuous and magnificent. At 
the conclusion ofthe feast he made every one a noble 
present; so that they all went home with hearts over¬ 
flowing with ioy, admiration, and gratitude: and all- 
powerful as he was, master of all the East, and so 
many kingdoms, he did not think it derogatory to his 
majesty to conduct the whole company to the door 
of his apartment. Such were the manners of those 
ancient times, when men understood how to unite 
great simplicity with the highest degree of human 
grandeur. 

ARTICLE III. 

THE HISTORY OF CYRUS, FROM THE TAKING OF 
BABYLON TO THE TIME OF HIS DEATH. 
Cyrus, finding himself master of all theEastby the 
taking of Babylon, did not imitate the example of 
most other conquerors, who sully the glory of their 
victories by a voluptuous and effeminate life; to which 
they fancy they may justly abandon themselves after 
their past toils, and the long course of hardships they 
have gone through. He thought it incumbent upon 
him to maintain his reputation by the same methods 
he had acquired it, that is, by a prudent conduct, by 
a laborious and active life, and a constant application 
to the duties of his high station. 

SECTION I.— CYRUS TAKES A JOURNEY INTO PER¬ 
SIA. AT HIS RETURN FROM THENCE TO BABY¬ 
LON, HE FORMS A PLAN OF GOVERNMENT FOR 
THE WHOLE EMPIRE. DANIEL’S CREDIT AND 
POWER. 

When Cyrus judged he had sufficiently regulated 
his affairs at Babylon, 5 he thought proper to take a 
journey into Persia. In his way thither he went 
through Media, to visit his uncle Cyaxares, to whom 
he carried very magnificent presents, telling him at 
the same time that he would find a noble palace at 
Babylon, all ready prepared for him, whenever he 
would please to go thither; and that he was to look 
upon that city as his own. Indeed Cyrus, as long as 
his uncle lived, held the empire only in co-partner¬ 
ship with him, though he had en¬ 
tirely conquered and acquired it by A. M. 3466. 
his own valour. Nay, so far did he Ant. J. C. 538. 
carry his complaisance, that he let 
his uncle enjoy the first rank. It is Cyaxares who is 
called in Scripture Darius the Mede; and we shall 
find, that under his reign, which lasted but two years, 
Daniel had several revelations. It appears that Cy¬ 
rus, when he returned from Persia, carried Cyaxares 
with him to Babylon. 

When they were arrived there, they concerted to¬ 
gether a scheme of government for the whole empire. 
They divided it into 120 provinces. 6 And that the 
prince’s orders might be conveyed with the greater 
expedition, 7 Cyrus caused posthouses to be erected at 
proper distances, where the courtiers that travelled 
day and night, found horses always ready, and by that 
means performed their journeys with incredible des¬ 
patch. The government of these provinces was given 
to those persons that had assisted Cyrus most, 8 and 
rendered him the greatest service in the war. Over 
these governors were appointed three superintend¬ 
ents, 9 who were always to reside at court, ana to whom 
the governors were to give an account from time to 
time of every thing that passed in their respective 
provinces, and from whom they were to receive the 
prince’s orders and instructions; so that these three 
principal ministers had the superintendency over, and 
the chief administration of, the affairs of the whole 


4 Ovron. 1. viii. p. 220—224. 6 lb. p. 227. 

e Dan/vi. J. 1 Cyrop. 1. viii.p. 232. 

fi Ibid. p. 230. * Dan. vi. 2, 3. 
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empire. Of these three, Daniel was made the chief. 
He highly deserved such a preference, not only on 
account of his great wisdom, which was celebrated 
throughout all the East, and had been displayed in a 
distinguished manner at Belshazzar’s feast, but like¬ 
wise on account of his great age and consummate ex¬ 
perience; for at that time it was full sixty-seven years, 
from the fourth of Nabuchodonosor, that hehad been 
employed as prime minister of the kings of Babylon. 

As this distinction made him the second person in 
the empire, 1 and placed him immediately under the 
king, the other courtiers conceived so great a jealousy 
of him, that they conspired to destroy him. As there 
was no hold to be taken of him, unless it were on ac¬ 
count of the law of his God, to which they knew him 
inviolably attached, they obtained an edict from Da¬ 
rius, whereby all persons were forbidden to ask any 
thing whatsoever, for the space of thirty days, either 
of any god or any man, save of the king; and that 
upon pain of being cast into the den of lions. Now, 
as Daniel was saying his usual prayers, with his face 
turned towards Jerusalem, he was surprised, accused, 
and cast into the den of lions. But being miraculously 
preserved, and coming out safe and unhurt, his accu¬ 
sers were thrown in, and immediately devoured by 
those animals. This event still augmented Daniel’s 
credit and reputation. 

Towards the end of the same year, 2 which was reck¬ 
oned the first of Darius the Mede, Daniel knowing 
by the computation he made, that the seventy years 
of Judah’s captivity, determined by the prophet Jere¬ 
miah, were drawing towards an end, prayed earnestly 
to God that he would vouchsafe to remember his peo¬ 
ple, rebuild Jerusalem, and look with an eye of mercy 
upon his holy city, and the sanctuary he had placed 
therein. Upon which the angel Gabriel assured him 
in a vision, not only of the deliverance of the Jews 
from their temporal captivity, but likewise of another 
deliverance, much more considerable, namely, a de¬ 
liverance from the bondage of sin and Satan, which 
God would procure, to his church, and which was to 
be accomplished at the end of seventy weeks, that 
were to elapse from the time the order should be 
given for the rebuilding of Jerusalem, that is, after the 
space of 490 years. For taking each day for a year, 
according to the language used sometimes in Holy 
Scripture, those seventy weeks of years, made up ex¬ 
actly 490 years. 

Cyrus, 3 upon his return to Babylon, had given or¬ 
ders for all his forces to join him there. On the gen¬ 
eral review made of them, lie found they consisted of 
120,000 horse, of 2000 chariots armed with scythes, 
and 600,000 foot. When he had furnished the garri¬ 
sons with so many of them as were necessary for the 
defence of the several parts of the empire, he march¬ 
ed with the remainder into Syria, where he regulated 
the affairs of that province, and then subdued all those 
countries as far as the Red Sea, and the confines of 
Ethiopia. 

It was probably in this interval of time, that Daniel 
was cast into the den of lions, and miraculously de¬ 
livered from them, as we have just now related. 

Perhaps in the same interval also were those fa¬ 
mous pieces of gold coined, which are called Darics, 
from the name of Darius the IVIede, which for their 
fineness and beauty were for several ages preferred to 
all other money throughout the whole East. 

SECTION II.— THE BEGINNING OF THE UNITED 

EMPIRE OF THE PERSIANS AND MEDES. THE FA¬ 
MOUS EDICT OF CYRUS. DANIEL’S PROPHECIES. 

Here, properly speaking, begins the empire of the 
Persians and Meaes united under one ana the same 
authority. This empire, from Cyrus, the first king and 
founder of it, to Darius Codomannus, who was van¬ 
quished by Alexander the Great, lasted for the space 
of 206 years, namely, from the year of the world 3468 
to the year 3674. But in this volume I propose to 
speak only of the first three kings; and little remains 
to be said of the founder of this new empire. 


Cyrus. Cyaxares dying at the 
end of two years, and Cambyses A. M. 3468. 
likewise ending his days in Persia, Ant. J. C. 536. 
Cyrus returned to Babylon, and 
took upon him the government of the empire. 

The years of Cyrus’s reign are computed different¬ 
ly. 4 Some make it thirty years, beginning from his 
first setting out from Persia, at the head of an army, 
to succour his uncle Cyaxares: others make it to be 
but seven years, because they date it only from the 
time, when, by the death of Cyaxares and Cambyses, 
he became sole monarch of the whole empire. 

In the first of these seven years precisely expired 
the seventieth year of the Babylonish captivity, when 
Cyrus published the famous edict whereby tne Jews 
were permitted to return to Jerusalem. There is no 
question but this edict was obtained by the care and 
solicitations of Daniel, who possessed great influence 
at court. That he might the more effectually induce 
the king to grant him this request, he showed him 
undoubtedly the prophecies of Isaiah, 5 wherein, above 
200 years before his birth, he was marked out by 
name as a prince appointed by God to be a great con¬ 
queror, and to reduce a multitude of nations under 
his dominion; and, at the same time, to be the deliv¬ 
erer of the captive Jews, by ordering their temple to 
be rebuilt, and Jerusalem and Judea to be repossessed 
by their ancient inhabitants. I think it may not be 
improper in this place to insert that edict at length, 
which* is certainly the most glorious circumstance in 
the life of Cyrus, and for which, it may be presumed, 
God had endowed him with so many heroic virtues, 
and blessed him with such an uninterrupted series of 
glorious victories and success-. 

“ In the first year of Cyrus, king of Persia, that the 
word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be 
fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, kin^T 
of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all 
his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus 
saith Cyrus, king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven 
hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and he 
hath charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, 
which is in Judah. Who is there among you of all 
his people? his God be with him, and let him go up to 
Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of 
the Lord God of Israel (he is the true God,) which is 
in Jerusalem. And whosoever remaineth in any place 
where he sojourneth, let the men of his place help him 
with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with 
benst3, besides the freewill offering for the house of 
God that is in Jerusalem.” 5 

Cyrus, at the same time, restored to the Jews all the 
vessels of the temple of the Lord, which Nabuchodo- 
nosor had brought from Jerusalem, and placed in the 
temple of his god. Shortly after the Jews departed 
under the conduct of Zorobahel, to return into their 
own country. 

The Samaritans," who had long been the declared 
enemies of the Jews, did all they possibly could to 
hinder the building of the temple; and though they 
could not alter Cyrus’s decree, yet they so far prevail¬ 
ed by bribes and underhand dealings with the minis¬ 
ters and other officers concerned therein, as to ob¬ 
struct the execution of it; so that for several years the 
building went on very slowly. 

It seems to have been through 
grief at seeing the execution of this A. M. 3470. 
decree, so long retarded, 8 that in Ant. J. C. 534. 
the third year of Cyrus, in the first 
month of that year, Daniel gave himself up to mourn¬ 
ing and fasting for three weeks together. He yvas 
then near the river Tigris in Persia. When this time 
of fasting wa3 ended, he saw the vision concerning the 
succession of the kings of Persia, the empire of the 
Macedonians, and the conquest of the Romans. This 
revelation is related in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth 
chapters of the prophecies of Daniel, of which I shall 
soon speak. 

By what we find in the conclusion of the last chap- 


* Dan. vi. 4—27 
a Cyrop. 1. viii. 233. 


* lb. is. 1-27. 


* Cic. 1. i. do Div. n. 46. 
e Ezra, i. 1—4. 

« Dan. x, 1—3. 


a Isa. xliv. xlv. 
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ter, 1 we have reason to conjecture, that he died soon 
after; and, indeed, his great a^e makes it unlikely that 
he could live much longer; for at this time he must 
have been at least eighty-five years of age, if we sup¬ 
pose him to have been twelve when he was carried to 
Babylon with the other captives: and some suppose 
him to have been eighteen years of age at that time: 
from that early age he had given proofs of wisdom, 
more than human, in the judgment of Susannah. He 
was ever afterwards very much esteemed by all the 
princes who reigned at Babylon, and was always em¬ 
ployed by them with distinction in the administration 
of their affairs. 

Daniel’s wisdom did not only reach to things di¬ 
vine and political, but also to arts and sciences, and 
particularly to that of architecture. Josephus * 2 speaks 
of a famous edifice built by him at Susa, 3 in the man¬ 
ner of a castle, which he says still subsisted in his 
time, finished with such wonderful art, that it then 
seemed as fresh and beautiful as if it had been but 
newly built. Within this palace the Persian and Par¬ 
thian kings were usually buried; and for the sake of 
the founder, the keeping of it was committed to one 
of the Jewish nation, even to the time of Josephus. It 
was a common tradition in those parts for many ages, 
that Daniel died in that city, 4 and there they show 
his monument even to this day. It is certain, that he 
used to go thither from time to time, and he himself 
tells us that he did the king's business there; 5 that is, 
was governor for the king of Babylon. 

Rejections upon Daniel's Prophecies. 

I have hitherto deferred making any reflections upon 
the prophecies of Daniel, which certainly to any rea¬ 
sonable mind are a very convincing proof of the truth 
of our religion. I shall not dwell upon that which 
personally related to Nebuchadnezzar, 6 * and foretold 
in what manner, for the punishment of his pride, he 
should be reduced to the condition of the beasts of 
the field, and after a certain Dumber of years restored 
again to his understanding and to his throne. It is 
well known the matter happened exactly according 
to Daniel’s prediction: the king himself relates it in a 
declaration addressed to all the people and nations of 
his empire. Was it possible for Daniel to ascribe such 
a manifesto or proclamation to Nebuchadnezzar, if it 
had not been genuine; to speak of it, as having been 
sent into all the provinces, if nobody had seen it; and 
in the midst of Babylon, that was full both of Jews 
and Gentiles, to publish an attestation ofsuch impor¬ 
tance, and so injurious to the king, the falsehood of 
which must have been notorious to all the world? 

I shall content myself with representing very brief- 
13 ’, and under one and the same point of view\ the 
prophecies of Daniel, which designate the succession 
of tne four great empires, and which, for that reason, 
have an essential and necessary relation to the subject 
matter of this work, which is no other than the histo¬ 
ry of those very empires. 

The first of these prophecies has reference to the 
dream which Nebuchadnezzar had,7 of an image 
composed of different metals, gold, silver, brass, and 
iron; which image was broken in pieces, and beaten 
as small as dust by a little stone from the mountain, 
which afterwards became itself a mountain of extra¬ 
ordinary height and magnitude. This dream I have 
already" recited at large. 8 

About fifty years after, 9 the same Daniel saw 
another vision very like that which I have just been 
speaking of; this was the vision of the four large 
beasts which came out of the sea. The first was like 
a lion, and had eagle’s w'ings; the second was like a 
bear; the third was like a leopard which had four 


t But go thou thy way till the end be ; for thou shah rest 
and stand in thy lot at the end of the days. Dan. xii. 13. 

» Antiq. 1. x. cap. 12. 

3 So it ought to be read, according to St. Jerome, who re¬ 
lates the same fact; Comm, in Dan. viii. 2. and not Eeba- 

tana. as it is now read in the text of Josephus. 

* Now called Tuster. » Dan. viii. 27. 

6 Dan.iv. i Ibid. ii. 8 Pag. J42. 

8 This was the first year of Belshazzar king of Eahvkra. 

Dan . vii. 


heads; the fourth and last still more strong and terri¬ 
ble than the other, had great iron teeth; it devoured 
and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his 
feet. From the midst of the ten horns, which this 
beast had, there came up a little one, which had eyes 
like those of a man, and a mouth speaking great 
things, and this horn became greater than the other: 
the same horn made war with tn6 saints, and prevailed 
against them, until the Ancient of Days, that is, the 
everlasting God, came, and sitting upon his throne, 
surrounded with a thousand million of angels, pro¬ 
nounced an irreversible judgment upon the four beasts, 
whose time and duration he had determined, and gave 
the Son of Man power over all the nations, and all 
the tribes, an everlasting power and dominion which 
shall not pass away, and a kingdom w hich shall not be 
destroyed. 

It is generally agreed, that the different metals of 
which tne image was composed, and the four beasts 
that came out of the sea, signified so many different 
monarchies, which were to succeed one another, were 
to be successively destroyed by each other, and were 
all to give place to the eternal empire of Jesus Christ, 
for whom alone they had subsisted. It is also agreed, 
that these four monarchies were those of the Babylo¬ 
nians, of the Persians and Medes united, of the Ma¬ 
cedonians, and the Romans. 10 This is plainly" de¬ 
monstrated by the very order of their succession. But 
where did Daniel see this succession and this order? 
Who could reveal the changes of empires to him, but 
He only who is the master of times and monarchies, 
who has determined every thing by his own decrees, 
and w T ho by a supernatural revelation imparts the 
knowledge of them to whom he pleases? 11 

In the following chapter this prophet speaks with 
still greater clearness and precision. 12 For after hav¬ 
ing represented the Persian and Macedonian monar¬ 
chies under the figure of two beasts, he thus expounds 
his meaning in the plainest manner: The ram, which 
hath two unequal horns, represents the king of the 
Medes and Persians; the goat which overthrows and 
tramples him under his feet, is the king of the Gre¬ 
cians; and the great horn which that animal has be¬ 
tween his eyes, represents the first king and founder of 
that monarchy’. How did Daniel see that the Persian 
empire should be composed of two different nations, 
Medes and Persians; and that this empire should be 
destroyed by the power of the Grecians? How did he 
foresee the rapidity of Alexander’s conquests, which 
he so aptly describes, by saynng that he touched not the 
ground? How did he learn, that Alexander should 
not have any successor equal to himself, and that the 
first monarch of the Grecian empire should be like¬ 
wise the most powerful? By what other light than 
that of divine revelation could he discover, 13 that 
Alexander would have no son to succeed him; that 
his empire would be dismembered and divided into 
four principal kingdoms; and his successors would be 
of his nation, but not of his blood; and that out of the 
ruins of a monarchy so suddenly formed, several 
states would be established, of which some would be 
in the east, others in the west, some in the south, and 
others in the north? 

The particulars ofthefacts foretold in the remainder 
of the eighth, and in the eleventh chapter, are no les3 
astonishing. How could Daniel in Cyrus’s reign, 14 
foretel that the fourth of Cyrus’3 successors should 
gather together all his forces to attack the Grecian 


10 Some interpreters, instead of the Romans, substitute 
the kings of Syria and Egypt, Alexander’s successors. 

11 He ehangeth the times and the seasons; he removeth 
and setteth up kings. He revealeth the deep and secret 
things; and the light dwelleth with him. Dan. ii. 21,22. 

1 * Dan. viii. 

i* And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with 
great dominion: and his kingdom shall be divided towards 
the four winds of heaven, and not to his posterity, nor ac¬ 
cording to his dominion, which he ruled. Dan. xi. 3, 4-— 
Four kingdoms shall stand up out of the nation, but not in 
his power. Dan. viii. 22. 

1 * Behold, there shall stand up yet three kings in Persia, 
and the fourth shall he far richer than they all; and by his 
strength through his riches he shall atir up. all against tho 
realm of Grecia. Dan. xi. 2. 
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states? 1 How could this prophet, who lived so long 
before the time of the Maccabees, particularly describe 
all the persecutions which Antiochus would bring 
upon the Jews; the manner of his abolishing the 
sacrifices, which were daily offered in the temple of 
Jerusalem; the profanation of that holy place, by set¬ 
ting up an idol therein; and the vengeance which God 
would inflict on him for it? How could he, 2 in the 
first year of the Persian empire, foretel the wars which 
Alexander’s successors would wage with one another 
in the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt, their mutual in¬ 
vasions of one another’s territories, their insincerity 
in their treaties, and their alliances by marriage, which 
would only be made to cloak their fraudulent and 
perfidious designs? 

I leave to the intelligent and religious reader to 
draw the conclusion which naturally results from 
these predictions of Daniel; so clear and express, that 
Porphyry, 3 a professed enemy of the Christian reli¬ 
gion, could find no other way of disputing the divine 
original of them, than by pretending that they were 
written after the events, and were rather a narration 
of things past, than a prediction of things to come. 

Before I conclude this article of Daniel’s prophe¬ 
cies, I must desire the reader to remark what an op¬ 
position the Holy Ghost has put between empires of 
the world and the kingdom of Jesus Christ. In the 
former every thing appears great, splendid, and mag¬ 
nificent. Strength, power, glory, and majesty, seem 
to be their natural attendants. In them we easily 
discern those great warriors, those famous conquerors, 
those thunderbolts of war, who spread terror every 
where, and whom nothing could withstand. But then 
they are represented as wild beasts, as bears, lions, 
and leopards, whose sole attribute is to tear in pieces, 
to devour, and to destroy. What an image and pic¬ 
ture is this of conquerors? How admirably does it 
instruct us to lessen the ideas we are apt to form, as 
well of empires as of their founders or governors! 

In the empire of Jesus Christ it is quite otherwise. 
Let us consider its origin and first rise, or carefully 
examine its progress and growth at all times, and we 
shall find that weakness and meanness, if I may be 
allowed to say so, have always outwardly been its 
striking characteristics. It is the leaven, the grain of 
mustard-seed, the little stone cut out of the mountain. 
And yet, in reality, there is no true greatness but in 
this empire. The eternal Word is the founder and 
the king thereof. All the thrones of the earth come 
to pay Homage to his, and to bow themselves before 
him. The design of his reign is to save mankind; to 
make them eternally happy, and to form to himself a 
nation of saints and just persons, who may all of them 
be so many kings ancl conquerors. It is for their sakes 
only that the wnole world doth subsist; and when the 
number of them shall be complete, “ Then,” (says St. 
Paul) 4 “ cometh the end and consummation of all 
things, when Jesus Christ shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father: when he shall have 
put down all rule, and all authority and power.” 

Can a writer, who sees in the prophecies of Daniel 
that the several empires of the world, after having 
subsisted during the time determined for them by the 
sovereign Disposer of kingdoms, do all terminate and 
centre in the empire of Jesus Christ; can a writer, I 
say, amidst all these profane objects, forbear turning 
his eyes now and then towards that great divine one, 
and not have it always in vipw, at least at a distance, 
as the end and consummation of all others. 

SECTION III.— THE LAST YEARS OF CYRUS. THE 
DEATH OF THAT PRIKCE. 

Let us return to Cyrus. Being equally beloved by 
his own natural subjects. 6 and by those of the con¬ 
quered nations, he peaceably enjoyed the fruits of his 
labours and victories. His empire was bounded on 
the east by the river Indus, on the north by theCas- j 
pian and Euxine seas, on the west by the iEgean sea, i 
and on the south by Ethiopia and the sea of Arabia. 


1 Xerxes. a Dan. xi. 5—45. 

S. Tlieron. in Procem. ad Com. in Dan. 

4 J Cor. xv. 24. ® Cyrop. 1. viii. p. 233, &c. 


He established his residence in the midst of all these 
countries, spending generally seven months of the 
year at Babylon in the winter-season, because of the 
warmth of that climate; three months at Susa in the 
spring, and two months at Ecbatana during the heat 
of the summer. 

Seven years being spent in this state of tranquillity, 
Cyrus returned into Persia, for the seventh time after 
his accession to the whole monarch}^; and this shows 
that he used to go regularly into Persia once a year. 
Cambyses had now been dead for some time, and 
Cyrus himself was grown pretty old, being at this 
time about seventy years of age; thirty of which had 
elapsed since his being first made general of the Per¬ 
sian forces, nine from the taking of Babylon, and se¬ 
ven from his beginning to reign alone after the death 
of Cyaxares. 

To the very last he enjoyed a vigorous state of 
health, 6 which was the fruit of the sober and temper¬ 
ate life which he had constantly led. And whereas 
they, who give themselves up to drunkenness and 
debauchery, often feel all the infirmities of age, even 
whilst they are young; Cyrus, on the contrary, at a 
very advanced age, still enjoyed all the vigour and 
advantages of youth. 

When he perceived the time of his death to draw 
nigh, he ordered his children, and the chief officers 
of the state, to be assembled about him: and after hav¬ 
ing thanked the gods for all their favours towards him 
through the course of his life, and implored the like 
rotection for his children, his country,and his friends, 
e declared his eldest son Cambyses, his successor, 
and left the other, whose name was Tanaoxares, sev¬ 
eral very considerable governments. He gave them 
both excellent instructions, by representing to them, 
that the main strength and support of the throne was 
neither the vast extent of countries, nor the number 
of forces, nor immense riches; but a due respect for 
the gods, a good understanding between brethren, and 
the art of acquiring and preserving true and faithful 
friends. “ I conjure you therefore,” said he, “ my dear 
children, in the name of the gods, to respect and love 
one another, if you mean to retain any desire to please 
me in future. For I do not think you will esteem me 
to be no longer any thing, because you will not see 
me after my death. You never saw my soul to this 
instant: you must have known, however, by its ac¬ 
tions, that it really existed. Do you believe that 
honours would still be paid to those whose bodies are 
now but ashes, if their souls had no longer any being 
or power? No, no, niv sons, I could never imagine, 
that the soul only livea whilst in a mortal body, and 
died when separated from it. But if I mistake, and 
nothing shall remain of me after death, at least fear 
the gods, who never die, who see all things, and 
whose power is infinite. Fear them, and let that fear 
prevent you from ever doing, or deliberating to do, 
any thing contrary to religion and justice. Next to 
them, fedr mankind, and the ages to come. The gods 
have not buried you in obscurity, but have exposed you 
upon a great theatre to the view of the whole universe. 
If your actions are guiltless and upright, be assured 
they will augment your glory and power. As to my 
body, my sons, when life has forsaken it, enclose it 
neither m gold nor silver, nor any other matter what¬ 
soever. Restore it immediately to the earth. 
Can it be more happy than in being blended, and in a 
manner incorporated, with the benefactress and com¬ 
mon mother of human kind?” After having given his 
hand to be kissed by all that were present, finding him¬ 
self at the point of death, he added these last words: 
“Adieu, dear children; may your lives be happy: 
carry my last remembrance to your mother. Ana for 
you, my faithful friends, as well absent as present, re¬ 
ceive this last farewell, and may you 
live in peace.” After having said A. M. 3475. 
this, he covered his face, and died Ant. J. C. 529. 
equally lamented by all his people. 


6 Cyrus quidem apud Xenophontem eo sermone, quern 
moriens Iiabuit, cum adraodum sencx esset, negat 6e unquanj 
senisse, seneclutem euam imbecilliorem faetam, quam adol* 
esceutia fuisset.— Cic. de Senect. n. 9. 
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The order given by Cyrus to restore his body 
To THE EARTH, is, in my opinion, worthy of obser¬ 
vation. He would have thought it disgraced and in¬ 
jured, if enclosed in gold or silver. Restore it to 
The EARTH, says he. Where did that prince learn 
that it was from thence it derived its origin? Behold 
one of those precious traces of tradition as old as the 
world. Cyrus, after having done good to his subjects 
during his whole life, demands to be incorporated 
with the earth, that benefactress of the human race, 
to perpetuate that good, in some measure, even after 
his death. 

Character and eulogy of Cyrus. 

Cyrus may justly be considered as the wisest con¬ 
queror, and the most accomplished prince mentioned 
in profane history. He was possessed of all the qual¬ 
ities requisite to form a great man; wisdom, modera¬ 
tion, courage, magnanimity, noble sentiments, a won¬ 
derful ability in managing men’s tempers and gaining 
their affections, a thorough knowledge of all theparts 
of the military art, as far as that age had carried it, a 
vast extent of genius and capacity for forming, and 
equal steadiness and prudence for executing, the 
greatest projects. 

It is very common for those heroes, who shine in 
the field, and make a great figure in the time of ac¬ 
tion, to make but a very poor one upon other occa¬ 
sions, and in matters of a different nature. We are 
astonished, when we see them alone and without tbeir 
armies, to find what a difference there is between a 
general and a great man; to see what low sentiments 
and mean actions they are capable of in private life: 
how they are influenced by jealousy, and governed by 
interest; how disagreeable, and even odious, they 
render themselves by their haughty deportment and 
arrogance which they think necessary to preserve 
their authority, and which only serve to make them 
hated and despised. 

Cyrus had none of these defects. He appeared 
always the same, that is, always great, even in the 
slightest matters. Being assured of his greatness, of 
which real merit was the foundation and support, he 
thought of nothing more than to render hiniself affa¬ 
ble, and easy of access, and whatever he seemed to 
lose by this condescending humble demeanour, was 
abundantly compensated by the cordial affection and 
sincere respect it procured him from his people. 

Never was any prince a greater master of the art 
of insinuation, so necessary for those that govern, 
end yet so little understood or practised. He knew 
perfectly what advantages may result from a single 
word rightly timed, from an obliging carriage, from a 
reason assigned at the same time that a command is 
given, from a little praise in granting a favour, and 
from softening a refusal with expressions of concern 
and good will. His history abounds with beauties of 
this kind. 

He was rich in a sort of wealth which most sove¬ 
reigns want, who are possessed of every thing but 
faithful friends, and whose indigence in that particu¬ 
lar is concealed by the splendour and affluence with 
which they are surrounded. Cyrus was beloved, * 1 be¬ 
cause he himself had a love for others: for, has a man 
any friends, or does he deserve to have any, when he 
himself is void of friendship? Nothing is more inter¬ 
esting than to see in Xenophon the manner in which 
Cyrus lived and conversed w T ith his friends, always 
preserving as much dignity as was requisite to keep 
up a due decorum, ana yet infinitely removed from 
that ill-judged haughtiness, which deprives the great 
of the most innocent and agreeable pleasure in life, 
that of conversing freely and sociably with persons of 
merit, though of an inferior station. 

The use he made of his friends may serve as a per¬ 
fect model to all persons in authority. His friends 
had received from him not only the liberty, but an 
express command to tell him whatever they thought. 2 
And thgugh he was much superior to all his officers 
in understanding, yet he never undertook any thing 


» Habes smicos, quia amicus ipse es. Paneg. Trajan. 
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without asking their advice: and whatever was to he 
done, whether it was to perform any thing in the go¬ 
vernment, to make some change, in the arm)', or to 
form a new enterprise, he would always have every 
man speak his sentiments, and would often make use 
ol them to correct his own: so different was he from 
the person mentioned by Tacitus, 3 who thought it a 
sufficient reason for rejecting the most excellent pro¬ 
ject or advice, that it did not proceed from himself: 
Consilii , quamvis egregii , quod ipse non ajferret , ini- 
mievs. 

Cicero observes, 4 that during the whole time of 
Cyrus’s government, he was never heard to speak 
one rough or angry word: Cvjvs snmmo in irnperio 
nemo unquam verbum ullurn asperins andivit. What 
a great encomium for a prince is comprehended in that 
short sentence! Cyrus must have been a very great 
master of himself, to be able, in the midst of so much 
agitation, and in spite of all the intoxicating effects 
of sovereign power, always to preserve his mind in 
such a state of calmness and composure as that no 
crosses, disappointments, or unforeseen accidents 
should ever ruffle its tranquillity, or provoke him to 
utter any harsh or offensive expression. 

But what was still greater in him, and more truly 
royal than all this, was his steadfast persuasion, that 
all his labours and endeavours ought to tend to the 
happiness of his people; 5 and that it was not by the 
splendour of riches, by pompous equipages, luxurious 
living, or a magnificent table, that a king ought to 
distinguish himself from his subjects, but by a supe¬ 
riority of merit in e\ery kind, and particularly by a 
constant, indefatigable care and vigilance to promote 
their interests and to secure to them tranquillity and 
plenty. He said himself one day, as he was discours¬ 
ing with his courtiers upon the duties of a king, 6 that 
a prince ought to consitler himself as a shepherd 7 (the 
image under which both sacred and profane antiquity 
represented good kings;) and that he ought to have 
the same vigilance, care, and goodness. “It is his 
duty,” says he, “to watch, that his people may live 
in safety and quiet; to burden himself with anxieties 
and cares, that they may be exempt from them; to 
choose whatever is salutary for tuern, and remove 
what is hurtful and prejudicial; to place his delight 
in seeing them increase and multiply, and valiantly 
expose nis own person in their defence and protec¬ 
tion. This,” says he, “is the natural idea, and the 
just image of a good king. It is reasonable, at the 
same time, that his subjects should render him all the 
service he stands in need of; but it is still more rea¬ 
sonable, that lie should labour to make them happy; 
because it is for that very end that he is their king, as 
much as it is the end and office of a shepherd to take 
care of his flock.” 

Indeed, to be the guardian of the commonwealth, 
and to be king; to be for the people, and to be their 
sovereign, is but one and the same thing. A man is 
born for others, when he is born to govern, because 
the reason and end of governing others is only to be 
useful and serviceable to them. The very basis and 
foundation of the condition of princes is, not to be¬ 
long to themselves: the very characteristic of their 
greatness is, that they are consecrated to the public 
good. They may properly be considered as light, 
which is placed on nigh, only to diffuse and shed its 
beams on every thing below. Are such sentiments as 
these derogatory to the dignity of the regal state? 

It was by the concurrence of all these virtues that 
Cyrus succeeded in founding such an extensive em¬ 
pire in so short a time; that he peaceably enjoyed the 
fruits of his conquests for many years; that he made 
himself so much esteemed and beloved, not only by 
his own natural subjects, but by all the nations he had 
conquered; that after his death he was universally 
regretted as the common father of all his people. 

We ought not to be surprised, that Cyrus was so 


a Hist. 1. i. c. 26. 

* Lib. i. Epist. 2. ad Q. fratrem. 
t Cyrop. 1. i. p. 27. s lb. 1. viii. p. 210. 
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accomplished in every virtue (it will easily be under¬ 
stood, that I speak only of pagan virtues,) because 
we know that it was God himself, who had formed 
him to be the instrument and agent of his gracious 
designs towards his peculiar people. 

When I say that God himself had formed this 
prince, I do not mean that he did it by any sensible 
miracle, nor that he immediately made him such, as 
we admire him in the accounts we have of him in 
history. God gave him a happy disposition, and im¬ 
planted in his mind the seeds of all the noblest quali¬ 
ties, disposing his heart at the same time, to aspire 
after the most excellent aod sublime virtues. Rut, 
above all, be took care, that this happy genius should 
be cultivated by a good education, and by that means 
be prepared for the great designs for which he intend¬ 
ed him. We may venture to say, without fear of be¬ 
ing mistaken, that the greatest excellencies in Cyrus 
were owing to the mode in which he was educated, 
which confounding him in some sort, with the rest of 
the subjects, and keeping him under.the same subjec¬ 
tion to the authority of his teachers, served to eradi¬ 
cate that pride, which is so natural to princes; taught 
him to hearken to advice, and to obey before he came 
to command; inured him to hardship and toil; accus¬ 
tomed him to temperance and sobriety; and, in a word, 
rendered him such as we have seen him throughout 
his whole conduct, gentle, modest, affable, obliging, 
compassionate, an enemy to all luxury and pride, and 
still more so to flattery. 

It must be confessed, that such a prince 13 one of 
the most precious and valuable gifts that Heaven can 
make to mortal man. The infidels themselves have 
acknowledged this; nor has the darkness of their 
false religion been able to hide these two remarkable 
truths from their observation: That all good kings 
aie the gift of God alone, and that such a gift includes 
many others; for nothing can be so excellent as that 
which bears the most perfect resemblance to the Dei¬ 
ty; and the noblest image of the Deity is a just, mo¬ 
derate, chaste, and virtuous prince, who reigns with 
no other view than to establish the reign of justice 
and virtue. This is the portrait which Pliny has left 
us of Trajan, and which has a great resemblance io 
that of Cyrus. Nullum est preestabilius et pulchrius 
Dei munns erga mortalcs quUm caslus , et sanclus , et 
Deo simillimus, princeps .* * 

When I narrowly examine this hero’s life, there 
seems to me to have been one circumstance wanting 
to his glory, which would have enhanced it exceed¬ 
ingly, I mean that of having struggled under some 
o rTevous calamity for some time, ami of having his 
virtue tried, by some sudden reverse of fortune. J 
know, indeed, that the emperor Galba, when he adop¬ 
ted Fiso, told him that the stints of prosperity were 
infinitely sharper than those of adversity; and that the 
former put the soul to a much severer trial than the 
latter: Fortunam adhuc tantum adversam tulisti; 2 
secimdce res acrioribus stimulus explorant animos. 
And the reason he gives is, that when misfortunes 
come with their whole weight upon the soul, she ex¬ 
erts herself, and summons all her strength to bear up 
against the hurden; whereas prosperity, attacking the 
mind secretly or insensibly, leaves it all its weak¬ 
ness, and insinuates a poison into it, by so much the 
more dangerous, as it is the more subtle: Quia mis- 
erice tolerantur x felicitate eorrumpimur. 

However, it must be owned that adversity, when 
supported with nobleness and dignity, and surmount¬ 
ed bv an invincible patience, adds a great lustre to a 
prince’s °dory, and gives him occasion to display 
many fine qualities and virtues, which would have 
b:ii*n concealed in the bosom of prosperity; a great¬ 
ness of mind, independent of every thing without; 
an unshaken constancy, proof against the severest 
strokes of fortune; an intrepidity of soul which is 
animated at the sight of danger; a fruitfulness in ex¬ 
pedients; improving even from crosses and disap¬ 
pointments; a presence of mind, which views and 
provides against every thing; and, lastly, a firmness 


of soul, that not only suffices to itself, but is capable 
of supporting others. 

Cyrus wanted this kind of glory. He himself in¬ 
forms us, 3 that during the whole course of his life, 
which was pretty long, the happiness of it was never 
interrupted by any unfortunate accident; and that in 
all his designs the success had answered his utmost 
expectation. But be acquaints us at the same time, 
with another thing almost incredible, and which was 
the source of all that moderation and evenness of 
temper so conspicuous in him, and for which he can 
never be sufficiently admired; namely, that in the 
midst of his uninterrupted prosperity he still preserved 
in his heart a secret fear, proceeding from the appre¬ 
hension of the changes and misfortunes that might 
happen; and this prudent fear was not only a pre¬ 
servative against insolence, but even against intem¬ 
perate joy. 4 

There remains one point more to be examined, of 
great importance in appreciating this prince’s reputa¬ 
tion and character, upon which however I shall touch 
but slightly; I mean tile nature of his victories and 
conquests: for if these were founded only upon am¬ 
bition, injustice, and violence, Cyrus would be so far 
from meriting the praises bestowed upon him, that he 
would deserve to be ranked only among those famous 
robbers of the universe, those public enemies to 
mankind, 5 who acknowledged no right but that of 
force; who looked upon the common rules of justice 
as laws which only private persons were obliged to 
observe, and derogatory to the majesty of kings; 
who set no other bounds to their designs and preten¬ 
sions, than their incapacity of carrying them to an 
equal extent with theirwishes; who sacrificed the lives 
of millions to their particular ambition; who made 
their glory to consist in spreading desolation and de¬ 
struction, like an inundation or a conflagration; and 
who reigned as bears and lions would do, if they were 
masters. 6 

This is indeed the true character of the greatest 
part of those pretended heroes, whom the world ad¬ 
mires; and by such ideas as these, we ought to cor¬ 
rect the impression made upon our minds by the un¬ 
due praises of some historians, and the sentiments of 
many deceived by false images of grandeur. 

1 do not know whether I am not biassed in favour 
of Cyrus; but he seems to me to have been of a very 
different character from those conquerors, whom I 
have just now described. Not that I would justify 
Cyrus in every respect, or represent him as exempt 
from ambition, which undoubtedly was the soul of all 
his undertakings; but he certainly reverenced the 
laws, and knew that there are unjust wars, in which 
whoever unseasonably engages, renders himself ac¬ 
countable for all the blood that is shed. Now every 
war is of this sort, to which the prince is induced by 
no other motive than that of enlarging his conquests, 
of acquiring a vain reputation, or rendering himself 
terrible to his neighbours. 

Cyrus, 7 as we have seen, at the beginning of the 
war founded all his hopes of success on the justice of 
his cause, and represented to his soldiers, in order to 
inspire them with the greater courage and confidence, 
that they were not the aggressors; that it was the 
enemy that attacked them; and that therefore they 
were entitled to the protection of the gods, who seem¬ 
ed themselves to have put arms into their hands, that 
they might fight in defence of their friends and allies, 
unjustly oppressed. If we carefully examine Cyrus’s 
conquests, we shall find that they were all conse¬ 
quences of the victories he obtained over Croesus, king 
of Lydia, who was master of the greatest part of the 
Lesser Asia; and over the king of Babylon, who was 
master of all Upper Asia, and many other countries; 
both which princes were the aggressors. 


3 Cyrop. 1. viii. p. 234. 
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With good reason therefore is Cyrus represented as 
one of the greatest princes recorded in history; and 
his reign justly proposed as the model of a perfect 
government, which cannot he such, unless justice is 
the basis and foundation of it : Cyrus it Xenophonte 
scriptus adjusti (Jfigicm imperii ,.* * 

SECTION IV.— WHEREIN HERODOTUS AND XENO- 

THON DIFFER IN THEIR ACCOUNTS OF CYRUS. 

Herodotus and Xenophon, who perfectly agree 
in what may be considered as the ground-work, and 
most essential part of Cyrus’s history, and particular¬ 
ly in what relates to his expedition against Babylon, 
and his other conquests; yet differ extremely in the 
accounts they give of several very important facts, as 
the birth and death of that prince, and the establish¬ 
ment of the Persian empire. 1 therefore think myself 
obliged to give a succinct account of what Herodotus 
relates as to these points. 

He tells us, as Justin does after.him, 2 that Astya- 
es, kin^ of the Medes, being warned by a frightful 
ream, that the son who was to be born of his daugh¬ 
ter would dethrone him, did therefore marry his 
daughter Mandane to a Persian of obscure birth and 
fortune, whose name was Cambyses. This daughter 
being delivered of a son, the king commanded Harpa¬ 
gus, one of his principal officers, to destroy the infant. 
He, instead of killing the child, put it into the hands 
of one of the king’s shepherds, and ordered him to 
leave it exposed in a forest. But the child, being mi¬ 
raculously preserved, and secretly brought up by the 
shepherd’s wife, was afterwards recognizer! by his 
grandfather, who contented himself with banishing 
him to the most remote parts of Persia, and vented all 
his wrath upon the unfortunate Harpagus, whom he 
invited to a feast, and caused him to feed on the flesh 
of his own son. Several years after, young Cyrus, 
being informed by Harpagus who he was, and being 
encouraged by his counsels and remonstrances, raised 
an army in Persia, marched against Astyages, defeat¬ 
ed him in a battle, and so transferred the empire from 
the Medes to the Persians. 

The same Herodotus makes Cyrus die in a manner 
little hecoraing so great a conqueror. 3 This prince, 
according to him, carried his arms against the Scy¬ 
thians; and, after having attacked them, in the first 
battle pretended to fly, leaving a great quantity of 
wine and provisions behind him in the field. The 
Scythians aid not fail to seize the booty. When they 
had drunk largely, and were asleep, Cyrus returned 
upon them, and obtained an easy victory, taking a vast 
number of prisoners, amongst whom was the son of the 
queen, named Tomyris, who commanded the army. 
This young prince, whom Cyrus refused to restore to 
his mother, being recovered from his drunken fit, and 
not able to endure to see himself a prisoner, killed 
himself with his own hand. His mother Tomyris, 
animated with a desire of revenge, gave the Persians 
a second battle, and feigning a flight, as they had done 
before, by that means drew them into an ambush, 
and killed above 200,000 of their men, together with 
their king Cyrus. Then ordering Cyrus’s head to be 
cut off, she flung it into a vessel full of blood, insult¬ 
ing him at the same time with these opprobrious 
words: A r oio glut thyself with blood, in which thou 
hast always delighted , and of which thy thirst has al¬ 
ways been insatiable A 

The account given by Herodotus of Cyrus’s infancy 
and first adventures, has much more the air of a ro¬ 
mance than of a history. And, as to the manner of 
his death, what probability is there, that a prince, so 
experienced in war, and no less renowmed for his pru¬ 
dence than for his bravery, should so easily fall into 
an ambuscade laid by a woman for him? What the 
same historian relates concerning his impetuosity and 
passion, 5 and his childish revenge upon the river, in 
which one of his sacred horses was drowned, and 


* Cic. 1. i. Epist. 1. ad Q,. fratrem. 

* Herod. 1. i. c. 107—130. Justin. 1. i. c. 4. 6. 
a Ih. 1. i. c. 205—214. Ib. 1. i. c. 8. 

« Satiate, inquit, sanguine, quern sitisti, cujusque insati- 
abiiis semper fuisti. Justin, 1. i. c. 8. 

* Herod. 1. i. c. 180. 


179 

which he immediately caused to be cut by his army 
into 360 channels, is directly repugnant to the idea 
vve have of Cyrus whose distinguishing characteristic 
was mildness and moderation. Besides, 6 is it at all 
probable, that Cyrus, who was marching to the con¬ 
quest of Babylon, should so idly waste his time w hen 
so precious to him, should spend the ardour of his 
troops in such an unprofitable work, and miss the 
opportunity of surprising the Babylonians, by amus¬ 
ing himself with a ridiculous war with a river, instead 
of carrying it against his enemies? 

But, what decides this point unanswerably in fa¬ 
vour of Xenophon, is the conformity we find between 
bis narrative and the Holy Scripture; where we see. 
that, instead of Cyrus’s having raised the Persian em¬ 
pire upon the ruins of that of the Medes (as Herodotus 
relates,) those two nations attacked Babylon together, 
and united their forces, to reduce the formidable pow¬ 
er of the Babylonian monarchy. 

From whence, then, could so great a difference 
between these two historians proceed? Herodotus 
himself explains it to us. In the very place where he 
gives the account of Cyrus’s birth, and in that w'here 
he speaks of his death, he acquaints us that, even at 
that time, those two great events were related differ¬ 
ent ways. Herodotus followed that which pleased 
him best, for it appears that he was fond of extraor¬ 
dinary and wonderful things, and readily gave credit 
to them. Xenophon was of a graver disposition, and 
less credulous; and in the very beginning of his his- 
tery acquaints us, that he had taken great care and 
pains to inform himself of Cyrus’s birth, education, 
and character. 


CHAPTER II. 

THE history of cambyses. 

As soon as Cambyses ascended 
the throne, 7 he resolved to make A. M. 3475. 
w’ar against Egypt, for a particular Ant. J. C. 529. 
affront, which, according to Hero¬ 
dotus, he pretended to have received from Amasis: 
but it is more probahle that Amasis, who had submit¬ 
ted to Cyrus, and become tributary to him, might 
draw this war upon himself, by refusing, after Cyrus’s 
death, to pay the same homage and tribute to his suc¬ 
cessor, and by attempting to shake off his yoke. 

Cambyses, 8 in order to carry on the war with suc¬ 
cess, made vast preparations both by sea and land. 
The Cypriots and Phoenicians furnished him with 
ships. As for his land army, he added to his own 
troops a great number of Grecians, IoniaDS, and iEo- 
lians, which made up the principal part of his forces. 
But none was of greater service to him in this w ar, 
than Phanes of Helicarnassus, who being the com¬ 
mander of some auxiliary Greeks, in the service of 
Amasis, and being some way or other dissatisfied with 
that prince, came over to Cambyses, and gave him 
such intelligence concerning the nature of the coun¬ 
try, the strength of the enemy, and the state of his 
affairs, as very much facilitated the success of his ex¬ 
pedition. It was particularly by his advice, that he 
contracted with an Arabian king, whose territories 
bordered upon Palestine and Egypt, to furnish his 
army W'ith water during their march through the de¬ 
sert that lay between these two countries: which 
agreement that prince fulfilled, by sending the water 
on the baeks of camels, without which Cambyses 
could never have marched his army that w r ay. 

Having made all these preparations, 9 he invaded 
Egypt in the fourth year or his reign. When he ar¬ 
rived upon the frontiers, he was informed that Amasis 
w'as just dead, and that Psammenitus, his son, who 
succeeded him, was busy in gathering all his forces 
together, to hinder him from penetrating into his 
kingdom. Before Cambyses could open a passage 
into the country, it w r as necessary he should render 
himself master of Pelusium, which was the key of 
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Egypt on the side he invaded it. Now Pelusium was 
so strong a place, that in all likelihood it must have 
slopped him a great while. But, according to Poly¬ 
anus, to facilitate the capture of this city, Cambyses 
invented the following stratagem. 1 Being informed 
tiiat the whole garrison consisted of Egyptians, he. 
placed in the front of his army a great number of cats, 
dogs, sheep, and other animals, which were looked 
upon as sacred by that nation; and then attacked the 
city by storm. The soldiers of the garrison not daring 
either to ding a dart, or shoot an arrow that way, for 
fear of hitting some of these animals, Cambyses be¬ 
came master of the place without opposition. 

When Cambyses had got possession of the city, 2 
Psammenitus advanced with a great army, to stop his 
progress; and a fierce battle ensued between them. 
But before they engaged, the Greeks who were in 
Pgammenitus’s army, in order to be revenged ofPhanes 
for his revo-t, took his children, which he had been 
obliged to leave in Egypt when he tied, and in the 
presence of the. two armies, cut their throats and drank 
their blood. This outrageous cruelty did not procure 
them the victory. The Persians, enraged at so horrid 
a spectacle, fell upon them with such fury, that they 
quickly routed and overthrew the whole Egyptian 
army, of which the greatest part were killed upon the 
spot. Those that could save themselves escaped to 
Memphis. 

On the occasion of this battle, 3 Herodotus takes 
notice of an extraordinary circumstance, of which he 
himself was a witness. The bones of the Persians 
and Egyptians were still in the place where the battle 
was fought, but separated from one another. The 
skulls of the Egyptians were so hard, that a violent 
stroke of a stone would hardly break them; and those 
of the Persians so soft, that they might be pierced 
through with the greatest ease imaginable. The rea¬ 
son of this difference was, that the former, from their 
infancy, were accustomed to have their heads shaved, 
and go uncovered, whereas the latter had their heads 
always covered with their tiaras, which is one of their 
principal ornaments. 

Cambyses, having pursued the runaways to Mem¬ 
phis, 4 sent a herald into the city, in a vessel of Mity- 
ene, by the river Nile, on which Memphis stood, to 
summon the inhabitants to surrender. But the people, 
transported with rage, fell upon the herald, and tore 
him to pieces, and all that were with him. Cambyses, 
having soon after taken the place, fully revenged the 
indignity, causing ten times as many Egyptians, of the 
highest rank, as there had been persons massacred in 
the vessel, to be publicly executed. Among these was 
the eldest son of Psammenitus. As for the king him¬ 
self, Cambyses was inclined to treat him kindly. He 
not only spared his life,but appointed him an honour¬ 
able maintenance. But the Egyptian monarch, little 
affected with this kind usage, endeavoured to raise 
new troubles and commotions, in order to recover his 
kingdom; as a punishment for which he was made to 
drink bull’s blood, and died immediately. His reign 
lasted but six months; after which all Egypt submit¬ 
ted to the conqueror. On the news of this success, 
the Libyans, the Cyrenians, and the Barceans, all 
sent ambassadors with presents to Cambyses, to make 
their submission. 

From Memphis he went to the city of Sais, 5 which 
was the burying-place of the kings of Egypt. As soon 
as he entered the palace, he caused the body of Amasis 
to be taken out of its tomb; and after having exposed 
it to a thousand indignities in his own presence, he 
ordered it to be cast into the fire, and to be burnt; 
which was a thing equally contrary to the customs of 
the Persians and Egyptians. The rage which this 
prince testified against the dead body of Amasis shows 
to what a degree he hated his person. Whatever was 
the cause of that aversion, it seems to have been one 
of the chief motives that induced Cambyses to carry 
his arms into Egypt. 

The next year, 6 which was the sixth of his reign, 
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he resolved to make war in three different quarters; 
against the Carthaginians, the Ammonians, and the 
Ethiopians. The first of these projects he was obliged 
to lay aside, because the Phoenicians, without whose 
assistance he could not carry on that war, refused to 
aid him against the Carthaginians, who were descend¬ 
ed from them, Carthage being originally a Tyrian 
colony. 

But being determined to invade the other two 
nations, 7 he sent ambassadors into Ethiopia, who, 
under that character, were to act as spies for him, and 
to learn the state and strength of tne country, and 
give him intelligence of both. They carried presents 
along with them, such as the Persians were used to 
make, as purple, golden bracelets, compound per¬ 
fumes, and wine. These presents, amongst which 
there was nothing useful, or serviceable to life, except 
the wine, were despised by the Ethiopians; neither 
did they make much more account of his ambassadors, 
whom they took for what they really were, that is, for 
spies. However, the king of Ethiopia was willing, 
after his wav, to make a present to the king of Per¬ 
sia; and, taking a bow in his hands, which a Persian 
was so far from being able to draw, that he could 
scarce lift it, he bent it in presence of the ambassadors, 
and told them: “This is the present, and the counsel 
the king of Ethiopia gives the king of Persia. When 
the Persians shall be able to use a bow of this bigness 
and strength, with as much ease as I have now bent 
it, then let them come to attack the Ethiopians, and 
bring more troops with them than Cambyses is master 
of. In the mean time, let them thank the gods for not 
having put into the hearts of the Ethiopians a wish to 
extend their dominions beyond their own country.” 

This answer having enraged Cambyses, 8 he com¬ 
manded his army to begin their march immediately’, 
without considering, that he neither had provisions 
nor any thing necessary for such an expedition; but 
he left the Grecians behind him, in his new conquered 
country, to keep it in subjection during his absence. 

As soon as he arrived at Thebes, 9 in Upper Egypt, 
he detached 50,000 of his men against the Ammoni- 
ans, ordering them to ravage the country, and to 
destroy the temple of Jupiter Anunon, 10 which was 
situated there. But after seteral days’march in the 
desert, a violent wind blowing from the south, brought 
such a vast quantity of sand upon the army, that the 
men were all overwhelmed and buried unefer it. 

In the mean time Cambyses marched forwards like 
a madman against the Ethiopians, notwithstanding 
his being destitute of all sorts of provisions; which 
quickly caused a terrible famine in his army. He had 

i Herod. 1. iii. c. 20—24. 
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»® [The Oasis of Seewah, where the Temple of Jupiter 
Ammon was situated, was 6 miles loop, by 4 or 5 wide. It 
is distant 12 days’ journey west of Cairn; the same from 
Charje, the principal village of E!-wah, nr the Grealer Oasis ; 
and 14 days’ journey from Dernali, on the coast, and 118 
miles south of Paraetonium, on the coast now called A1 Bare- 
ton. This last was the place whence Alexander set out in¬ 
land to visit the temple of Jupiter Ammon, after having gone 
along the shore for a space of 1600 stadia. 

Brown’s description of Seewah, nr the Oasis of Ammon, 
exactly harmonizes with those of Herodotus, Diodorus, Ar¬ 
rian, Curtius, Straho, and with the Arabian geographers, at 
Edrisi, Jacut, Abulfeda, and Ebn al Wardi; so that there 
can be nn reasonable doubt of the identity of the modern See- 
wah, or Schantariah, with the ancient Oasis of Ammon. 

The ruins, so far as they have been examined, hear a strik¬ 
ing similarity to the Egyptian templea, in point of form and 
architecture. JVIr. Brown thought he discovered two figures 
sculptured on the walls with rams' heads■ Jupiter Am¬ 
mon’s statue was represented with the head of a ram, and 

was worshipped at Carthage, Libya, and Ethiopia. Thera 
was a temple and oracle of Ammon at Merue, according to 
Herodotus and Pliny; and the latter says, that round the 
track of Meroe, there were many Saeella or chapels. Osiris 
was the principal deity of the Esvptians—Ammon of the 
Ethiopians; from whom it is probable it descended the Nile, 
and spread west into Libya. There is not the smallest 
douht nnw remaining, after the researches of Lech, Bolmore, 
Burchardt, and Waddington in Nubia, that the ruined ten* 
pies and pyramids on the banks of the Nile, as high up aa 
Shendv. are much more ancient than any in Egypt ; and that 
the gods of that country, and especially Jupiter Ammon, de¬ 
scended the Nile to Thebes, Dendera, and Memphis.] 
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still time, says Herodotus, to remedy this evil; but 
Cambyses would have thought it a dishonour to have 
desisted from his undertaking-, and therefore he pro¬ 
ceeded in his expedition. At first his army was 
obliged to live upon herbs, roots, and leaves of trees; 
but coming afterwards into a country entirely barren, 
they were reduced to the necessity of eating their 
beasts of burden. At last they were brought to such 
a cruel extremity, as to be obliged to eat one another; 
every tenth man, upon whom the lot fell, being doom¬ 
ed to serve as food for his companions; a food, says 
Seneca, more cruel and terrible than famine itself: 
Dccimum quemque soriiti, alimentum habucrunt fame 
savins. 1 .Notwithstanding all this, the king still 
persisted in his design, or rather in his madness, nor 
aid the miserable desolation of his army make him 
sensible of his error. But at length, beginning to be 
afraid of his own person, he ordered them to return. 
During all this dreadful famine among the troops 
who would believe it?) there was no abatement of 
elicacies at his table, and the camels were still 
reserved that were loaded with every thing that was 
requisite to set out a sumptuous table. Servabaniur 
illi interim generosm aves, et inslrnmenia cpularum 
camclis vehebantur, cum soriirentur milites ejus quis 
mall perirel, quis pejus viveret. 2 

The remainder of his army, of which the greatest 
part was lost in h ; s expedition, he brought back to 
Thebes; where he succeeded much better in the war 
he declared against the gods, 3 whom he found more 
easy to be conquered than men. Thebes was full of 
temples, whose riches and magnificence were almost 
incredible. All these Cambyses pillaged, and then 
set them on fire. The wealth of these temples must 
have been vastly great, since the very remains saved 
from the flames amounted to an immense sum, 300 
talents of gold, and 2300 talents of silver. He like¬ 
wise carried away at this time the famous circle of 
gold that encompassed the tomb of king Osymandyas, 4 
which w'as 365 cubits in circumference, and in which 
were represented all the motions of the several con¬ 
stellations. 

From Thebes he w-ent back to Memphis, where he 
dismissed all the Greeks, and sent them to their 
respective homes; 5 but on his return into the city, 
finaing it full of rejoicings, he fell into a great ragp, 
supposing this exultation to be on account of the ill 
success of his expedition. He therefore called the 
magistrates before him, to know the meaning of these 
public rejoicings; and upon their telling him, that it 
was because they had found their god Apis, he would 
not believe them, but caused them to be put to death 
as impostors that insulted him and his misfortunes. 
He then sent for the priests, w ho made him the same 
answer; upon which he replied, that since their god 
was so kind and familiar as to appear among them, 
he would be acquainted with him, and therefore 
commanded him forthwith to be brought to him. 
But when, instead of a god, he saw a calf, he was 
strangely astonished, and falling again into a rage, he 
drew out his dagger and run it into the thigh of the 
beast; and then upbraiding the priests for their stu¬ 
pidity in worshipping a brute for a god, he ordered 
them to be severely scourged, and all the Egyptians 
in Memphis, that should be found celebrating the 
feast of Apis, to be slain. The god was carried back 
to the temple, where he languished of his wound for 
some time, and then died. 

The Egyptians say, 6 that after this fact, which 
they reckon to have been the highest instance of 
impiety that ever w r as committed among them, Cam¬ 
byses grew mad. But his actions showed him to 
have been mad long before, of which be continued 
to give various instances: among the Test are these 
follow-ing. 

He had a brother, 7 the only son of Cyrus besides 
himself, and horn of the same mother: his name, 
according to Xenophon, was Tanaoxares, but Hero¬ 
dotus calls him Smerdis, and Justin, Mcrgis. lie 
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accompanied Cambyses in his Egyptian expedition: 
but being the only person among all the Persians that 
could draw the bow which had been brought from the 
king of Ethiopia, Cambyses from hence conceived 
such a jealousy against him, that he could bear him 
no longer in the army, but sent him back into Persia. 
And not long after, dreaming that a messenger had 
arrived to inform him that Smerdis sat on the throne, 
he conceived a suspicion that his brother aspired to 
the kingdom, and sent after him into Persia Prexaspes, 
one of his chief confidants, with orders to put him to 
death, which were accordingly executed. 

This murder was the cause of another still more 
criminal. 8 Cambyses had with him in the camp his 
youngest sister, whose name was Meroe. Herodotus 
acquaints us after wbat a strange manner this sister 
became his wife. As the princess was exceedingly 
beautiful, Cambyses absolutely resolved to marry her. 
To that end he called together all the judges of the 
Persian nation, to whom belonged the interpretation 
of their laws, to know of them whether there was 
any law that would allow- a brother to marry a sister. 
The judges being unwilling on the one hand directly 
to authorise such an incestuous marriage, and on the 
other, fearing the king’s violent temper, should they 
contradict him, endeavoured to find out a salvo, anil 
(rave him this crafty answer: That they had no law 
which permitted a brother to marry his sister, but 
they had a law which allowed the king of Persia to 
do‘what he pleased. And this answer serving his 
purpose as well as a direct approbation, he solemnly 
married her, and hereby gave the first example of that 
incest, which was afterwards practised by most of his 
successors, and by some of them carried so far as to 
marry their own daughters, how repugnant soever it 
be to modesty and good order. This princess he car¬ 
ried with him in all his expeditions, and from her he 
gave the name of Meroe to an island in the Nfile, be¬ 
tween Egvpt and Ethiopia, so far he advanced in his 
wild march against the Ethiopians. The circumstance 
that gave occasion to his murdering this princess w r as 
as follows. One day Cambyses w-as diverting hiiuseli 
in seeing a combat betw een ayonng lion and a young 
dog: the lion having (he better, another dog, brother 
to him that was engaged, came to his assistance, and 
helped him to master the lion. This incident highly 
delighted Cambvses, but drew tears from Meroe, who 
being obliged to tell her husband the reason of her 
weeping, confessed that this combat made her call to 
mind the fate of her brother Smerdis, who had not 
the same good fortune as that little dog. There need¬ 
ed no more than this to excite the rage of this brutal 
prince, who immediately gave her, notwithstanding 
her being with child, such a blow r with his foot on the 
belly, that she died of it. So abominable a marriage 
deserved no better an end. 

He caused also several of the principal of his fol¬ 
lowers to be buried alive,® and daily sacrificed some 
or other of them to his wild fury. He had obliged 
Prexaspes, one of his principal officers and his chief 
confidant, to declare to him what his Persian subjects 
thought and said of him. “ They admire. Sir,” says 
Prexaspes, “a great many excellent qualities which 
they see in you, but they are so mew-hat mortified at 
your immoderate love of wine.” “ I understand you,” 
replied the king; “that is, they pretend that wine 
deprives me of my reason. You shall be judge of that 
immediately.” Upon which he began to drink ex¬ 
cessively, pouring it down in larger quantities than 
ever he had done at any time before. r I hen ‘ordering 
Prexaspes’s son, who was his chief cup-bearer, to 
stand upright at the end of the room, with his left 
hand upon his head, he took his bow, and levelled it 
at him; and declaring that he aimed at his heart, let 
fiy, and actually shot him in the heart. He then or¬ 
dered his side to be opened, and showing Prexaspes 
the heart of his son, which the arrow had pierced, 
asked him in an exulting and scoffing manner, if he 
had not a steady hand? The wretched father, who 
ought not to have had either voice or life remaining 
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after a stroke like this, was so mean-spirited as to re¬ 
ply, Apollo himself could not have shot better . Sen¬ 
eca, who copied this story from Herodotus, after hav¬ 
ing shown his detestation of the barbarous cruelty of 
the prince, condemns still more the cowardly and 
monstrous flattery of the father: Sccleratiiis telum 
illud laudatum cst , qudm mis sum. 

When Croesus took upon him to advise Cambyses 
against his conduct, which disgusted every one, and 
laid before him the ill consequences that might result 
from it, he ordered him to be put to death. 1 And 
when those who received his orders, knowing he 
would repent of it the next day, deferred the execu¬ 
tion, he caused them all to be put to death, because 
they had not obeyed his commands, though at the 
same time he expressed great joy that Crcesus was 
alive. 

It was about this time that Oretes, one of Carn- 
bj'ses’s satrapa?, who had the government of Sardis, 
after a very strange and extraordinary manner brought 
about the death of Polycrates, tyrant of Samos. The 
story of this Polycrates is of so singular a nature, that 
the reader will not be displeased if I repeat it here. 

This Polycrates was a prince, 2 who through the 
whole course of his life had been uniformly prosper¬ 
ous and successful in all his affairs, and had never met 
with the least disappointment or unfortunate accident 
to disturb his felicity. Amasis, king of Egypt, his 
friend and ally, thought himself obliged to send him 
a letter of admonition upon that subject. He declared 
to him that he had alarming apprehensions concern¬ 
ing his condition; that such a long and uninterrupted 
course of prosperity was to be suspected; that some 
malignant, invidious god, who looks upon the fortune 
of men with a jealous eye, would certainly sooner or 
later bring rum and destruction upon him; that in 
order to prevent such a fatal stroke, he advised him 
to procure some misfortune to himself, by some volun¬ 
tary loss, that he was persuaded would prove a sen¬ 
sible mortification to him. 

The tyrant followed this advice. Having an eme¬ 
rald ring, which he highly esteemed, particularly for 
its curious workmanship, as he was walking upon 
the deck of one of his g-alleys with his courtiers, he 
threw it into the sea without any one’s perceiving what 
he had done. Not many days after, some fishermen, 
having caught a fish of an extraordinary size, made a 
present of it to Polycrates. When the fish came to 
be opened, the king’s ring was found in the belly of 
it. His surprise was very great, and his joy still 
greater. 

When Amasis heard what had happened, he was 
very differently affected with it. He wrote another 
letttr to Polycrates, telling him that, to avoid the 
mortification of seeing his friend and ally fall into 
some grievous calamity, he from that time renounced 
his friendship and alliance. A strange whimsical no¬ 
tion this I as if friendship was merely a name, or a 
title, destitute of all substance and reality. 

Be that as it will, the thing, however, did really 
happen as the Egyptian king apprehended. 3 Some 
years after, about tile time Cambyses fell sick, Oretes, 
who, as I said before, was his governor at Sardis, not 
being able to bear the reproach which another satrap 
' had made him in a private quarrel, of his not having 
vet conquered the isle of Samos, which lay so near 
Lis government, and would be so commodious for his 
master; upon this resolved at any rate to destroy 
Polycrates, that he might get possession of the island. 
The way he took to effect his design was this. He 
wrote to Polycrates that, in consequence of informa¬ 
tion upon which he could depend, Cambyses intended 
to destroy him by assassination, he designed to with¬ 
draw to Samos, and there to secure his treasure and 
effects; for which end he was determined to deposit 
them in the hands of Poly crates, and at the same 
time make him a present ofone half of it, which would 
enable him to couquer Ionia and the adjacent islands, 
a project he had long had in view. Oretes knew the 
tyrant loved money, and passionately coveted to en¬ 
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large his dominions. He therefore laid that double 
bait before him, by which he equally tempted his 
avarice and ambition. Polycrates, that he might not 
rashly engage in an affair of that importance, thought 
it proper to inform himself more surely of the truth 
of the matter, and to that end sent a messenger of his 
own to Sardis. Oretes had caused eight large chests 
to be filled with stones almost to the top, but had 
covered the stones with pieces of gold com. These 
chests were packed up, and appeared ready to be sent 
on board ship; but they were opened before the mes¬ 
senger, on his arrival, and he supposed that they 
were filled with gold. As soon as he was returned 
home, Polycrates, impatient to go and seize his prey, 
set out for Sardis, contrary to the advice of all his 
friends; and took along with him Democedes, a cele¬ 
brated physician of Crotona. Immediately on hia 
arrival, Oretes had him arrested, as an enemy to the 
state, and as such caused him to be hanged: in such 
an ignominious and shameful manner did he end a life 
which had been but one continued series of prosperity 
and good fortune. 

Cambyses, 4 in the beginning of the eighth year of 
his reign, left Egypt, in order to return into Persia.. 
When he came into Syria, he found a herald there, 
sent from Susa to the army, to let them know that 
Smerdis, the son of Cyrus, had been proclaimed king, 
and to command them all to obey him. This event 
had been brought about in the following manner: 
Cambyses, at his departure from Susa on his Egyp¬ 
tian expedition, had left the administration of affairs 
during nis absence in the hands of Patisithes, one of 
the chief of the Magi. This Patisithes had a brother 
extremely like Smerdis, the son of Cyrus, and who 
perhaps for that reason was called by the same name. 
As soon as Patisithes was fully assured of the death 
of that prince, which had been concealed from the 
public, knowing, at the same time, that Cambyses 
indulged his extravagance to such a degree that he 
was grown insupportable, he placed his own brother 
upon the throne, giving out that he was the true 
Smerdis, the son of Cyrus; and immediately de¬ 
spatched heralds into all parts of the empire, to give 
notice of Snierdis’s accession,*and to require all the 
subjects thereof to pay him their obedience. 

Cambyses caused the herald, 5 that came with these 
orders into Syria, to be arrested; and having strictly 
examined him in the presence of Prexaspes, who had 
received orders to kill his brother, he found that the 
true Smerdis wa3 certainly dead, and he who had 
usurped the throne, was no other than Smerdis the 
Magian. Upon this he made great lamentations, 
that being deceived by a dream, and the identity of 
the names, he had been induced to destroy his ow r n 
brother; and immediately gave orders for his army 
to inarch, and cut off the usurper. But, as he was 
mounting his horse for this expedition, his sword 
slipped ont of its scabbard, and gave him a wound 
in his thigh, of which he died soon after. The Egyp¬ 
tians remarking that it was in the same part of the 
body where he had wounded their god Apis, consi¬ 
dered this accident as a just judgment from Heaven, 
which thus avenged the sacrilegious impiety of Cam¬ 
byses. 

While he was in Egypt, 6 having consulted the ora¬ 
cle of Butos, which was famous in that country, he 
was told that he should die at Ecbatana: understand¬ 
ing this of Ecbatana in Media, he resolved to pre¬ 
serve his life by never going thither; but what he 
thought to avoid in Media, he found in Syria. For 
the town where he lay sick of this wound, was of the 
same name, being also called Ecbatana. Of which 
when he was informed, taking it for certain that he 
must die there, he assembled all the chief of the Per¬ 
sians together, and representing to them the true state 
of the case, that it was Smerdis the Magian who had 
usurped the throne, earnestly exhorted them not to 
submit to that impostor, nor to suffer the sovereignty 
to pass from the Persians again to the Medes, of which 
nation the Magian was, but to take care to set up a 
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king over them of their own people. The Persians, 
thinking that he said all this merely out of hatred to 
his brother, paid no regard to it; but upon his death 
quietly submitted to him whom they found upon the 
throne, supposing him to be the true Smerdis. 

Cambyses reigned seven years and five months. 1 
In Scripture he is called Ahasuerus. When he first 
came to the crown, the enemies of the Jews made an 
application directly to him, desiring him to hinder the 
building of the temple; and their application was not 
in vain. Indeed, he did not openly revoke the edict of 
his father Cyrus, perhaps out of some remains of re¬ 
spect for his memory, but in a great measure frustrated 
its intent, by the man}" discouragements under which 
he laid the Jews; so that the work went on very 
slowly during his reign. 


CHAPTER III. 

THE HISTORY OF SMERDIS THE MAGIAN. 

This prince is called in Scripture 
A. M. 3482. Artaxerxes. He reigned little more 
Ant. J. C. 522. than seven months. As soon as he 
was set upon the throne, by the 
death of Cambyses, the inhabitants of Samaria wrote 
ft letter to him, 2 setting forth what a turbulent, sedi¬ 
tious and rebellious people the Jews were. Bv virtue 
of this letter they obtained an order from the king 
prohibiting the Jews from proceeding any farther in 
the rebuilding of their city and temple. So that the 
work was suspended till the second year of Darius, 
for about the space of two years. 

The Magian, sensible how r important it was for him, 
that the imposture should not be discovered, affected, 
from the very beginning of his reign, never to appear 
in public, but to live retired in his palace, and there 
transact all his affairs by the intervention of his eu¬ 
nuchs, without admitting any but his most intimate 
confidants to his presence. 

And, 3 the better to secure himself in the possession 
of the throne he had usurped, he studied from his first 
accession to gain the affections of his subjects, by 
granting them an exemption from taxes, and from all 
military service for three years; and did so many 
things for their benefit, that his death was much la¬ 
mented by most of the nations of Asia, except the 
Persians, on the revolution that happened soon after¬ 
wards. 

But these very precautions which he made use of 
to keep himself out of the way of being discovered 
either by the nobility or the people, 4 did but make it 
the more suspected that he was not the true Smerdis. 
He had married all his predecessor’s wives, and 
among the rest Atossa, a daughter of Cyrus, and Phe- 
dyma, a daughter of Otanes, a noble Persian of the 
first qualit}'. This nobleman sent a trusty messenger 
to his daughter, to know of her, whether the king 
was really Smerdis, the son of Cyrus, or some other 
man. She answered, that never having seen Smerdis, 
the son of Cyrus, she could not tell. He then by a 
second message desired her to enquire of Atossa (who 
could not but know her own brother,) whether this 
were he or not. Whereupon she informed him that 
the present king, be he who he might, from the first 
day of his accession to the throne, had lodged his 
wives in separate apartments, so that they never could 
converse with one another, and that therefore she 
could not come at Atossa, to ask this question of her. 
He sent her a third message, whereby he directed her, 
that when lie should next lie with her, she should 
take the opportunity when he was fast asleep, to feel 
whether he had anv ears or not: for Cyrus having 
caused the ears of Smerdis, the Magian, to be cut off 
for some crime, he told her, that if the person she lay 
with was Smerdis, the Magian, be was unworthy of 
possessing either the crown or her. Phedyma, having 
received these instructions, took the next opportunity 
of making the trial she was directed to, and finding 
the person she lay with had no ears, she sent word to 
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her father of it, whereby the whole fraud was dis¬ 
covered. 

Otanes immediately entered into a conspiracy with 
five more of the chief Persian nobility; 6 and Darius, 
an illustrious Persian nobleman, whose father, Hystas- 
pes, was governor of Persia, 6 coming very seasonably 
as they were forming their plan, was admitted into 
the association, and vigorously promoted the execu¬ 
tion. The affair was conducted with great secrecy, 
and the very day fixed, lest it should be discovered. 

While they were concerting their measures, 7 an 
extraordinary occurrence, of which they had not the 
least expectation, strangely perplexed the Magians. 
In order to remove all suspicion, they had proposed 
to Prexaspes, and obtained a promise from him. that 
he would publicly declare before the people, who 
were to be assembled for that purpose, tnat the king 
upon the throne was truly Smerdis, the son of Cyrus. 
When the people were assembled, which was on the 
very same day, Prexaspes spoke from the top of a 
tower, and to the great astonishment of all present, 
sincerely declared all that had passed; that he had 
killed with his own hand Smerdis the son of Cyrus, 
by Cambyses’ order; that the person who now pos¬ 
sessed the throne, was Smerdis, the Magian; that he 
begged pardon of the gods and men for the crime he 
had committed by compulsion and against his will. 
Having said this, he threw himself headlong from the 
top of the tower, and broke his neck. It is easy to 
imagine, what confusion the news of this accident oc¬ 
casioned in the palace. 

The conspirators, 8 without knowing any thing of 
w hat had happened, were going to the palace at this 
juncture, and were suffered to enter unsuspected. 
For the outer guard, knowing them to be persons of 
the first rank at court, did not so much as ask them 
any questions. But wheu they came near the king’s 
apartment, and found the officers there unwilling to 
give them admittance, they drew their scimitars, fell 
upon the guards, and forced their passage. Smerdis, 
the Magian, and his brother, who were deliberating 
together upon the affair of Prexaspes, hearing a sud¬ 
den uproar, snatched up their arms, made the best 
defence they could, and wounded some of the conspi¬ 
rators. One of the two brothers being quickly killed, 
the other lied into a distant room to save himself, but 
was pursued thither by Gobryas and Darius. Go- 
bryas having seized him, held him fast in his arms; 
but, as it was quite dark, Darius was afraid to strike, 
lest at the same time he should kill his friend. Go¬ 
bryas, judging what it w 7 as that restrained him, obliged 
him to run Bis sword through the Magian’s body, 
though he should happen to kill them both together. 
But Darius did it with so much dexterity and good 
fortune, that he killed the Magian without hurting 
his companion. 

In the same instant, 9 with their hands all smeared 
with blood, they went out of the palace, exposed the 
heads of the false Smerdis and his brother Patisithes 
to the eyes of the public, and declared the whole im¬ 
posture. Upon this the people grew so enraged, that 
they fell upon the whole sect to which the usurper 
belonged, and slew’as many of them as they could 
find. For which reason, the clay on w T hich this was 
done, thenceforward became an annual festival among 
the Persians, by whom it was celebrated with great 
rejoicings. It was called The slaughter of the J\Iagi; 
nor durst any of that sect appear in public upon that 
festival. 

When the tumult and disorder, 10 inseparable from 
such an event, were appeased, the lords who had slain 
the usurper entered into consultation among them¬ 
selves what sort of government was most proper for 
them to establish. Otanes, who spoke first, declared 
directly against monarchy, strongly representing and 
exaggerating the dangers and inconveniences to which 
that form of government was liable; chiefly flowing, 
according to him, from the absolute and unlimited 
power annexed to it, by which the most virtuous man 


s Herod. 1. i’ll. c. 70—73. e The province so called. 

i Herod. 1. iii. c. 74, 75. 8 Ibid. c. 7G—78. 

o Ibid. c. 79. *<> Ibid. c. £0—£3. 
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is almost unavoidably corrupted. He therefore con¬ 
cluded, by declaring for a popular government. Me- 
gabyzus, who next delivered his opinion, admitting 
all that the other had said against a monarchical go¬ 
vernment, confuted his reasons fora democracy. He 
represented the people as a violent, fierce, and un¬ 
governable animal, that acts only by caprice and pas¬ 
sion. “ A king,” said lie, “ at least knows what he 
does; but the people neither know nor hear any thing, 
and blindly give themselves up to those that know 
how to manage them.” He therefore declared for an 
aristocracy, wherein the supreme power is confided 
to a few wise and experienced persons. Darius, who 
spoke last, showed the inconveniences of an aristoc¬ 
racy, otherwise called an oligarchy; wherein reign 
distrust, envy, dissensions, and ambition, the natural 
sources of faction, sedition, and murder; for which 
there is usually no other remedy than submitting to 
the authoritv of one man; and this is called monarchy, 
which of all forms of government is the most com¬ 
mendable, the safest, and the most advantageous: in¬ 
expressibly great being the good that can be done by 
a prince, whose power is equal to the goodness of his 
inclinations. “ In short,” said he, “ to determine this 
point by a fact jvhich to me seems decisive and unde¬ 
niable, to what form of government is owing the pre¬ 
sent greatness of the Persian empire? Is it not to 
that which I am now recommending?” Darius's opin¬ 
ion was embraced by the rest of the lords; and they 
resolved, that the monarchy should be continued on 
the same foot whereon it had been established by 
Cyrus. 

The next question was to know, which of them 
should be king, and how they should proceed to the 
election. 1 This they thought fit to refer to the gods. 
Accordingly they agreed to meet the next morning 
by sun-rising, on horseback, at a certain place in the 
suburbs of the city; and that he whose horse first 
neighed, should be king. For the sun being the chief 
deity of the Persians, they imagined, that taking this 
course, would be giving him the honour of the elec¬ 
tion. Darius's groom, hearing of the agreement, made 
use of the following artifice to secure the crown to his 
master. The night before he carried a mare to the 
place appointed for their meeting the next day, and 
brought to her his master’s horse. The lords assem¬ 
bling the next morning at the rendezvous, no sooner 
was Darius’s horse conic to the place where he had 
smelt the mare, than he fell a neighing; whereupon 
Darius was saluted king by the others, and placed on 
the throne. He was the son of Hystaspcs, a Persian 
by birth, and of the royal family of Ach nnenes. 

The Persian empire being thus restore I and settled 
by the wisdom ana valour of these seven lords, 2 they 
were raised by the new king to the highest dignities, 
and honoured with the most ample privileges. They 
had i cress to his person whenever they would, and in 
all public affairs were allowed to deliver their opinions 
the first. And whereas the Persians wore their tiara 
or turban with the top bent backwards, except the 
king, who wore bis erect; these lords had the privilege 
of wearing theirs with the top bent forwards, because, 
when they attacked the Magi, they had bent theirs in 
that manner, the better to know one another in the 
hurry and confusion. From that time forwards, the 
Persian kings of this family always had seven coun¬ 
sellors, honoured with the same privilege. 

Here I shall conclude the history of the Persian 
empire, reserving the remainder of it for the follow¬ 
ing volumes. 

CHAPTER IV, 

THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE ASSYRIANS, 
BABYLONIANS, LYDIANS, MEDES, AND PERSIANS. 

I shall give in this place an account of the man¬ 
ners and customs of all these several nations conjoint¬ 
ly, because they agree in several points; and if I was 
to treat them separately, I should be obliged to make 


frequent repetitions; and, moreover, excepting the 
Persians, the ancient authors say very little of the 
manners of the other nations. I shall reduce what I 
have to say of them to these four heads. 

I. Their government. 

II. Their art of war. 

III. Their arts and sciences: and 

IV. Their religion. 

After which I shall narrate the causes of the de¬ 
clension and ruin of the great Persian empire. 

ARTICLE I. 

OF THEIR GOVERNMENT. 

After a short account of the nature of the govern¬ 
ment of Persia, and the manner of educating the chil¬ 
dren of their kings, I shall proceed to consider these 
four things: Their public council, wherein the affairs 
of state were considered; the administration of jus¬ 
tice; their care of the provinces; and the good order 
observed in their finances. 

SECTION I.— THEIR MONARCHICAL FORM OF GO¬ 
VERNMENT. THE RESPECT THEY PAID THEIR 

KINGS. THE MANNER OF EDUCATING THEIR 

CHILDREN. 

Monarchical, or regal government, as we call it, 
is of all others the most ancient, the most universal, 
the best adapted to keep the people in peace and 
union, and the least exposed to the revolutions and 
vicissitudes incident to states. For these reasons the 
wisest writers among the ancients, as Plato, Aristotle, 
Plutarch, and, before them all, Herodotus, have been 
induced to prefer decidedly this form of government 
to all others. It is likewise the only form that was 
ever established among the eastern nations, a repub¬ 
lican government being utterly unknown in that part 
of the world. 

Those people paid extraordinary honours to the 
prince nn the throne, 3 because in his person they re¬ 
spected the character of the Deity, whose image and 
vicegerent he was with regard to them, being placed 
on the throne by the hands of the supreme Governor 
of the world, and invested with h 13 authority and pow¬ 
er, in order to be the minister of his providence, and 
the dispenser of his goodness towards the people. In 
this manner did the pagans themselves in old times 
both think and speak: Principcm dat Devs, cui erga 
omne hominnm genus vice sudfungalur. 4 

These sentiments are very laudable and just. For 
certainly the most profound respect and reverence are 
due to the supreme power; because it cometh from 
God, and is appointed entirely for the good of the 
public: besides, it is evident, that an authority which 
is not respected according to the full extent of its 
commission, must thereby either become useless, or 
at least very much limited in the good effects which 
ought to flow from it. But in the times of paganism 
this honour and homage, though just and reasonable 
in themselves, were often carried too far; the Chris¬ 
tian being the only religion that has known how to 
keep within clue bounds in this point. We honour 
the emperor, said Tertullian in the name of all the 
Christians: 5 but in such a manner, as is lawful for 
us, and proper for him; that is, as a man, who is next 
after God in rank and authority, from whom he has 
received all that he is, and whatever he has, and who 
knows no superior but God alone. For this reason he 
calls the emperor in another place a second majesty, 
inferior to nothing but the first; Religio secundce ma - 
jestaiis. 6 

Among the Assyrians, and more particularly among 
the Persians, the prince used to be styled, The great 
king, the king of kings. Two reasons might induce 
those princes to take that ostentatious title: the one, 
because their empire w as formed of many conquered 


3 Plin. in. Themist. p. 125. Ad Princ. iudoc. p. 780. 

4 Plin. in. Paneg. Traj. 

* Colimus Iniperatorem, sic,quomodo et nobis licet, et ipsi 
expedit; ut homir.em a Deo secundum, et quiequid est, a Deo 
consecutum, et solo Deo minorem. Tertul. X. ad Scap. 
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kingdoms, all united under one head; the other, be¬ 
cause they had several kings, their vassals, either in 
their court, or dependent upon then). 

The crown was hereditary among them, descend¬ 
ing from father to son, and generally to the eldest. 1 
\\ hen an heir to the crown was born, all the empire 
testified their joy by sacrifices, feasts, and all manner 
of public rejoicings; and his birth-day was thence¬ 
forward an annual festival, and day of solemnity for 
all the Persians. 

The manner of educating the future master of the 
empire is admired by Plato, 2 and recommended to the 
Greeks as a perfect model for a prince’s education. 

He was never w holly committed to the care of a 
uurse, who general!)' was a w'oman of mean and low 
condition: but from among the eunuchs, that is, the 
chief officers of the household, some of the most ap¬ 
proved merit and probity were chosen, to take care of 
the young prince’s person and health, till he w as seven 
ears of age, and to begin to form his manners and 
ehaviour. He w’as then taken from them, and put 
into the hands of other masters, who w ere to continue 
the care of his education, to teach him to ride as soon 
as his strength would permit, and to exercise him in 
hunting. 

At fourteen years of age, when the mind begins to 
attain some maturity', four of the wisest and most vir¬ 
tuous men of the state, were appointed to be his pre¬ 
ceptors. The first, says Plato, taught him magic, 
that is, in their language, the worship of the gods 
according to their ancient maxims, and the laws of 
Zoroaster, the son of Oromasdes; he also instructed 
him in the principles of government. The second was 
to accustom him to speak truth, and to administer jus¬ 
tice. The third was to teach him not to suffer him¬ 
self to be overcome by pleasures, that he might be 
truly a king, and always free, master of himself and 
his desires. The fourth was to fortify his courage 
against fear, which would have made him a slave, and 
to inspire him with a noble and prudent assurance, so 
necessary for those that are born to command. Each 
of these governors excelled in his way, and was emi¬ 
nent in that part of education assigned to him. One 
W’as particularly distinguished for his knowledge in 
religion, and the art of governing; another for his love 
of truth and justice; this for his moderation and ab¬ 
stinence from pleasures; that for a superior strength 
of mind, and uncommon intrepidity. 

I do not know whether such a diversity of masters, 
who, without doubt, were of different tempers, and 
perhaps had dilferent interests in view', was well cal¬ 
culated to answer the end proposed; or whether it 
was possible that four men should agree together in 
the same principles, and harmoniously pursue the 
same end. Probably the reason of having so many 
was, that they apprehended it impossible to find any' 
one person possessed of all the qualities they judged 
necessary for giving a right education to the presump¬ 
tive heir of the crown; so great an idea had they, even 
in those corrupt times, of the importance of a prince's 
education. 

Be this as it will, all this care, as Plato remarks in 
the same place, was frustrated by' the luxury, pomp, 
and magnificence with which the young prince w'as 
surrounded; by'the numerous train of officers that 
waited upon him with a servile submission; by all the 
appurtenances and equipage of a voluptuous and ef¬ 
feminate life, in which pleasure, and the inventing of 
new diversions, seemed to engross all attention; dan¬ 
gers which the most excellent disposition could never 
surmount. The corrupt manners of the nation there¬ 
fore quickly debauched the prince, and drew him into 
the prevailing pleasures, against which no education 
is a sufficient defence. 

The education here spoken of by Plato, can relate 
only to the children of Artaxerxes, surnamed Longi- 
manus, the son and successor of Xerxes, in whose time 
lived Alcibiades, W'ho is introduced in the dialogue 
from whence this observation is taken. For Plato, 
in another passage, which we shall cite hereafter, in¬ 
forms us, that neither Cyrus nor Darius ever thought 
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of giving the princes, their sons, a good education; 
and what we find in history concerning Artaxerxes 
Longimanus, gives us reason to believe, that he was 
more attentive than his predecessors to the education 
of his children; but was not much imitated in that 
respect by his successors. 

SECTION II.— THE PUBLIC COUNCIL, WHEREIN 
THE AFFAIRS OF STATE WERE CONSIDERED. 

Absolute as the regal authority was among the 
Persians, yet was it, in some measure, kept within 
bounds by the establishment of this council, appoint¬ 
ed by the state; a council, which consisted of seven 
of the princes or chief lords of the nation, no les3 dis¬ 
tinguished by their wisdom and abilities than by their 
illustrious birth. We have already' seen the origin 
of this establishment in the conspiracy of the seven 
Persian noblemen, who entered into an association 
against Smerdis, the Magian, and killed him. 

The Scripture observes, that Ezra was sent into 
Judea, in the name, and by the authority, of king 
Artaxerxes and his seven counsellors: Forasmuch as 
thou art sent of the king and of his seven comisellors. 3 

The same Scripture, a long time before this, in the 
reign of Darius, otherwise called Ahasuerus, who 
succeeded the Magian, informs us, that these coun¬ 
sellors were well versed in the laws, ancient customs, 
and maxims of the state; that they always attended 
the prince, who never transacted any thing, or deter¬ 
mined any affair of importance, without their advice. 
Jnterrogavit ( jissucrus ) sapicnies, qui ex moreregio 
ei semper aderant , et illorum faciebat cuncia consilio f 
sciciitium leges aejura majorum . 4 

This last passage gives room for some reflections, 
which may very much contribute to the knowledge of 
the genius and character of the Persian government 

In the first place, the king there spoken of, that is, 
Darius, was one of the most celebrated princes that 
ever reigned in Persia, and one of the most deserving 
of praise, on account of his wisdom and prudence: 
though he had his failings. It is to him, as well as to 
Cyrus, that the greatest part of those excellent laws 
are ascribed, which have ever since subsisted in that 
country, and have been the foundation and standard 
of their government. Now this prince, notwithstand¬ 
ing his extraordinary penetration and ability, thought 
he stood in need of advice; nor did he apprehend, 
that the joining a number of assistants to himself, for 
the determination of affairs, would be any discredit 
to his own understanding; by which proceeding he 
really showed a superiority of genius which is very 
uncommon, and implies a great fund of merit. For 
a prince of slender talents and a narrow capacity, is 
generally full of himself; aud the less understanding 
he has, the more obstinate and untractable he gene¬ 
rally is: he thinks it want of respect to offer to dis¬ 
cover any thing to him which he does not perceive; 
and is affronted, if you seem to doubt that he, who is 
supreme in power, is not the same in penetration and 
understanding. But Darius had a different way of 
thinking,-and did nothing without counsel and ad¬ 
vice: lilonm faciebat cuncta consilio. 

Secondly, Darius, however absolute he was, and 
how jealous soever he might be of his prerogative, did 
not think he impaired or degraded it when he insti¬ 
tuted that council: for the council did not at all in¬ 
terfere with the king’s authority of ruling and com¬ 
manding, which always resides in the person of the 
prince, but was confined entirely to that of reason, 
which consisted in communicating and imparting their 
knowledge and experience to the king. He was per¬ 
suaded that the noblest character of sovereign power, 
when it is pure, and has neither degenerated from its 
origin, nor deviated from its end, is to govern by the 
laws; 6 to make them the rule of his will and desires; 
and to think nothing allowable for him which they 
prohibit. . 

In the third place, this council, which every where 
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accompanied the king (ex more regio semper ei ade - 
rant ,) was a perpetual standing council, consisting 
of the greatest men and the best heads of the king¬ 
dom; who, under the direction of the sovereign, and 
always with a dependency upon him, were in a man¬ 
ner the source of public order, and the principle of 
all the wise regulations and transactions at home and 
abroad. To this council the king transferred from 
himself several weighty cares, w 7 ith which he must 
otherwise have been overburdened; and by them he 
likewise executed whatever had been resolved on. It 
was by means of this standing council, that the great 
maxims of the state were preserved; the knowledge of 
its true interests perpetuated; affairs carried on with 
harmony and order; and innovations,errors, and over¬ 
sights prevented. For in a public and general coun¬ 
cil things are discussed by unsuspected persons; all the 
ministers are mutual inspectors of one another; all 
their knowledge and experience in public matters are 
united together; and they all become equally capable 
of every part of the administration: because though, 
as to the executive part, they move only in one par¬ 
ticular sphere of business, yet they are obliged to in¬ 
form themselves in all affairs relating to the public, 
that they may be able to deliver their opinions in a 
judicious manner. 

The fourth and last reflection I have to make on 
this head is, that we find it mentioned in Scripture, 
that the persons of which this council consisted, were 
thoroughly acquainted with the customs, laws, max¬ 
ims and rights of the kingdom, scientium leges ac 
jura majorum. 

Two things, which, as the Scripture informs us, 
were practised by the Persians, might very much con¬ 
tribute to instruct the king and his council in the me¬ 
thods of governing with wisdom and prudence. The 
first was, their having public registers, 1 wherein all 
the prince’s edicts and ordinances, all the privileges 
granted to the people, and all the favours conferred 
upon particular persons, were entered and recorded. 
The second was, 2 the annals of the kingdom, in 
which all the events of former reigns, all resolutions 
taken, regulations established, and services done by 
any particular persons, were exactly and circumstan¬ 
tially entered, These annals were carefully preserved, 
and frequently perused both by the kings and the 
ministers, that they might acquaint themselves with 
times past; might have a clear idea of the state of the 
kingdom; avoid an arbitrary, unequal, uncertain con¬ 
duct; maintain a uniformity in the conduct of affairs; 
and, in short, acquire such light from the perusal of 
these books, as should qualify them to govern the 
state with wisdom. ’ 

SECTION III.— THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUS¬ 
TICE. 

To be king, and to be judge, is but one and the 
same thing. The throne is a tribunal, and the sove¬ 
reign power is the highest authority for administering 
justice. God hath made you king over his people , 
(said the queen of Sheba to Solomon,) to the end that 
you should judge them % and render justice and judg¬ 
ment unto them. God hath made every thing subject 
to princes, to put them into a condition of fearing 
none but him. His designs in making them independ¬ 
ent. was to give them the more inviolable attachment 
to justice. That they might not excuse themselves 
on pretence of inability or want of power, he has dele¬ 
gated his whole power unto them; he has made them 
masters of all the means requisite for the restraining 
injustice and oppression, that iniquity should tremble 
in their presence, and be incapable of hurting any 
persons whatsoever. 

But what is that justice which God hath intrusted 
to the hands of kings, and whereof he hath made 
them depositaries'? Why, it is nothing else but or¬ 
der; and order consists in observing an universal equi¬ 
ty, and taking care that force do not usurp the place 
of law; that one man’s property be not exposed to the 
violence of another; that the common ties of society 
be not broken; that artifice and fraud do not prevail 
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over innocence and simplicity; that all things rest In 
peace under the protection of the laws; and the weak¬ 
est among the people find sanctuary in the public 
authority. 

We learn from Josephus, 3 that the kings of Persia 
used to administer justice in their own persons. And 
it was to qualify them for the due discharge of thi: 
duty, that care was taken to have them instructed, 
from their tenderest youth, in the knowledge of the 
laws of their country; and that in their public schools, 
as we have already mentioned in the history of Cy¬ 
rus, they were taught equity and justice, in the same 
manner as rhetoric and philosophy are taught in other 
places. 

These are the great and essential duties of the re¬ 
gal dignity. Indeed it is reasonable, and absolutely 
necessary that the prince be assisted in the execution 
of that august function, as he is in others; but to be 
assisted, is not to be deprived, or dispossessed. He 
continues judge, as long as he continues king. Though 
he communicates his authority, yet does he not resign 
or divide it, It is therefore absolutely necessary for 
him to bestow some time upon the study of equity and 
justice; not that he need enter into the whole detail 
of particular laws, but only acquaint himself with the 
principal rules and maxims of the law of his country, 
that he may be capable of doing justice, and of pass¬ 
ing sentence with precision, upon important points. 
For this reason, the kings of Persia never ascended 
the throne till they had been for some time under the 
care and instruction of the Magi, who were to teach 
them that science, whereof they were the only mas¬ 
ters and professors, as well as of the religion of the 
country. 

Now since to the sovereign alone is committed the 
right of administering justice, and that within his do¬ 
minions there is no other power of administering it 
than what is delegated by him; how greatly does it 
behove him to take care into what hands he commits 
a part of so valuable a trust; to know whether those 
he places so near the throne, are worthy to partake 
of his prerogative; and industriously to keep all such 
at a distance from it, as he judges unworthy of that 
privilege! We find that in Persia their kings were 
extremely careful to have justice rendered with integ¬ 
rity and impartiality. One of their royal judges 4 (for 
so they called them) having suffered himself to be cor¬ 
rupted by a bribe, was condemued by Cambyses to 
be put to death without mercy, and to have his skin 
put upon the seat, where he used to sit and give 
judgment, and where his son who succeeded him in 
his office, was to sit, that the very place whence he 
ave judgment, should remind him continually of his 

uty. 

Their ordinary judges were taken out of the class 
of old men, 5 into which none were admitted till the 
age of fifty years: so that a man could not exercise 
the office ot a judge before that age, the Persians be¬ 
ing of opinion, that too much maturity could not be 
required in an employment which decided upon the 
fortunes, reputations, and lives of their fellow-citi¬ 
zens. 

Amongst them, it was not lawful either for a pri¬ 
vate person to put any of his slaves to death, 6 nor for 
the prince to inflict capital punishment upon.any of 
his subjects for the first offence; because it might ra¬ 
ther be considered as an effect of human weakness and 
frailty, than of a confirmed malignity of mind. 

The Persians thought it reasonable to put the good 
as well as the evil, the merits of the offender, as well 
as his demerits, into the scales of justice; nor was it 
just in their opinion, that one single crime should ob¬ 
literate all the good actions a man had done during 
his life. Upon this principle it was that Darius had 
condemned a judge to death for some prevarication 
in his office, 7 and afterwards calling to mind the im¬ 
portant service he had rendered both to the state and 
the royal family, revoked the sentence at the very mo¬ 
ment of its going to be executed, and acknowledged, 
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that he had pronounced it with more precipitation 
than wisdom. * 1 

But one important and essential rule which they 
observed in their judgments, was, in the first place, 
never to condemn any person without confronting 
him with his accuser to his face, and without giving 
him time, and all other means, necessary for defend¬ 
ing himself against the articles laid to his charge: 
and, in the second place, if the person accused was 
found innocent, to indict the very same punishment 
upon the accuser, as the other was to have suffered, 
had he been found guilty. Artaxerxes gave a fine 
example of the just rigour which ought to be exercised 
on such occasions. 2 Oue of the king’s favourites, 
ambitious of getting a place possessed by one of his 
best officers, endeavoured to make the king suspect 
the fidelity of that officer: and, to that end, sent in¬ 
formations to court full of calumnies against him, 
persuading himself that the king, from the ^reat in¬ 
fluence he had with his majesty, would believe the 
thing upon his bare word, without farther examina¬ 
tion. For such is the general character of calumnia¬ 
tors. They are afraid of evidence and light; they 
make it their business to bar npfrom the iunocent all 
access to the prince, and thereby put it out of their 
power to vindicate themselves. The officer was im¬ 
prisoned; but he desired of the king, before he was 
condemned, that his cause might be heard, and his 
accusers ordered to produce their evidence against 
him. The king did so, and as there was no proof 
but the letters which his enemy had written against 
him, he was cleared, and his innocence fully justified 
by the three commissioners that sat upon his trial; 
and all the king’s indignation fell upon the perfidious 
accuser, who had thus attempted to abuse the favour 
and confidence of his royal master. The prince, who 
was well informed, and knew that one of the true 
signs of a wise government is to have the subjects 
stand more in fear of the laws than of informers, 3 
would bave thought that to act otherwise than he did, 
would have been a direct violation of the most com¬ 
mon rules of natural equity and humanity; it would 
have been opening a door to envy, hatred, calumny, 
and revenge it would have been exposing the 
honest simplicity of good and faithful subjects to the 
cruel malice of detestable informers, and arming the 
latter with the sword of public authority: in a word, 
it would have been divesting the throne of the most 
noble privilege belonging to it, namely, that of being 
a sanctuary for innocence and justice, against vio¬ 
lence and calumny. 

There is upon record a still more memorable exam¬ 
ple of firmness and love of justice, in another king of 
Persia, before Artaxerxes; 5 in him, I mean, whom 
Scripture calls Ahasuerus, and who is thought to be 
the same as Darius, the son of Hystaspes, from whom 
Haman had, by his earnest solicitations, extorted that 
fatal edict, which was calculated to exterminate the 
whole race of the Jews throughout the Persian empire 
in one day. When God had, by the means of Esther, 
opened his eyes, he made haste to make amends for 
his fault, not only by revoking his edict, and inflicting 
an exemplary punishment upon the impostor who had 
deceived him; but, which is more, by a public ac¬ 
knowledgment of his error, which should be a pattern 
to all ages, and to all princes, and teach them, that 
far from debasing their dignity, or weakening their 
authority thereby, they procure to them both the more 
respect. After declaring, that it is but too common 
for calumniators to impose by their misrepresenta¬ 
tions and craftiness, on the goodness of the’r princes, 
whom their natural sincerity induces to judge favour¬ 
ably of others; he is not ashamed to acknowledge, 
that he had been so unhappy as to suffer himself to 
be prejudiced by such means against the Jews, who 


i r»ou5 wg Tse%vT ipx butos ij <ro$u>Tipx i pyxTgivog in j, 
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were his faithful subjects, and the children of the most 
high God, to whose goodness he and his ancestors 
were indebted for the throne. 

The Persians were not only enemies of injustice, as 
we have now shown; but also abhorred lying, which 
always was deemed amongst them a mean and infa¬ 
mous vice. 6 What they esteemed most pitiful, next 
to lying, was to live upon trust, or by borrowing. 
Such a Kind of life seemed to them idle,ignominious, 
servile, and the more despicable, as it tends to make 
people liars. 

SECTION IV.— TIIE CARE OF THE PROVINCES. 

It seems to be no difficult matter to maintain good 
order in the metropolis of a kingdom, where the con¬ 
duct of the magistrates and judges is closely inspect¬ 
ed; and the very sight of the throne capable of keep¬ 
ing the subjects in awe. The case is otherwise with 
respect to the provinces, where the distance from the 
sovereign, and the hopes of impunity, may occasion 
many misdemeanours on the part of the magistrates 
and officers, as well as great licentiousness and disor¬ 
der on that of the people. In this the Persian policy 
exerted itself with the greatest care; and, we may 
also say, with the greatest success. 

The Persian empire was divided into 127 govern¬ 
ments, the governors whereof were, called satraps 7 
Over them were appointed three principal ministers, 
who inspected their conduct, to whom they gave an 
account of all the affairs of their several provinces, 
and who were afterwards to make their report of the 
same to the king. It was Darios the Mede, that is, 
Cyaxares, or rather Cyrus in the name of his uncle, 
who put the government of the empire into this ex¬ 
cellent method. These satrapee were, by the very de¬ 
sign of their office, each in nis respective district, to 
have the same care and regard for the interests of the 
people, as for those of the prince: for it was a maxim 
with Cyrus, that* no difference ought to be admitted 
between these two interests, which are necessarily 
linked together; since neither the people can be hap¬ 
py, unless the prince is powerful, and in a condition 
to defend them; nor the prince truly powerful, unless 
his people be happj'. 

These satrapra being the most considerable persons 
in the kingdom, Cyrus assigned them certain funds 
and revenues proportioned to their station and the 
importance of their employments. He was willing 
they should live nobly in their respective provinces, 
that they might gain the respect of the nobility and 
common people within their jurisdiction; and that for 
that reason their retinue, tneir equipage, and their 
table, should be answerable to their dignity, yet with- 
ont exceeding the bounds of prudence and moderation. 
He himself was their model in this respect, as he de¬ 
sired they should likewise be to all persons of distin¬ 
guished rank within the extent of their authority: so 
that the same order which reigned in the prince’s 
court, might likewise proportionably be observed in 
the courts of the satrapoc, and in the noblemen’s fa¬ 
milies. And to prevent, as far as possible, all abuses 
w r bich might be made of so extensive an authority as 
that of the satrapre, the king reserved to himself alone 
the nomination of them, and chose that the governors 
of places, the commanders of the troops, and other 
such like officers, should depend immediately upon 
the prince himself; from whom alone they were to 
receive their instructions, in order that, if the satrapae 
were inclined to abuse their power, they might be 
sensible those officers were so many overseers and 
censors of their conduct. And to make this corres¬ 
pondence by letters, the more sure and expeditious, 
the king caused post-houses to be erected throughout 
all the empire, and appointed couriers who travelled 
night and day, and made wonderful despatch. But I 
shall speak more particularly on this article at the end 
of the section, that I may not break in upon the mat¬ 
ter in hand. 

The rare of the provinces, however, was not en- 
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tirely left to the satrapaeand governors; the king him¬ 
self took cognizance of them in his own person, being 
persuaded, that the governing only by others, is but 
to govern by halves. An officer of the household was 
ordered to repeat these words to the king every morn¬ 
ing, when he awakened him: Rise , Sir, and think o f 
dis-charging the dutiesfor which Oromasdeshasplaced 
you upon the throne .* Oromasdes was the principal 
god, anciently worshipped by the Persians. A good 
prince, says Plutarch in relating this custom, has no 
occasion for an officer to give him this daily admoni¬ 
tion: his own heart and the love he has for his peo¬ 
ple, are sufficient monitors. 

The king of Persia thought himself obliged, accord¬ 
ing to the ancient custom established in that coun¬ 
try, from time to time personally to visit all the pro¬ 
vinces of his empire; 1 2 being persuaded, as Pliny says 
of Trajan, that the most solid glory, and the most 
exquisite pleasure, a good prince can enjoy, is from 
time to time to let the people see their common fa¬ 
ther; to reconcile the dissensions and mutual animo¬ 
sities of rival cities; 3 to calm commotions or seditions 
among the people, and that not so much by the seve¬ 
rity of power, as by the authority of reason, to pre¬ 
vent injustice and oppression in magistrates; and can¬ 
cel and reverse whatever has been decreed against law 
and equity; in a word, like a beneficent planet, to 
shed his salutary influences universally, or rather, like 
a kind of divinity, to be present every where, to see, 
to hear, and inspect every thing, without rejecting 
any man’s petition or complaint. 

When the king was not able to visit the provinces 
himself, he sent, in his stead, some of the great men 
of the kingdom, such as were the most eminent for 
Ivisdom and virtue. These persons were generally 
called the eyes and ears of the prince, because by their 
means he saw and was informed of every thing. 
When these, or any other of his great ministers, or 
the members of his council, were said to be the eyes 
and ears of the prince, it was at once an admonition 
to the king, that he had his ministers, as we have the 
organs of our senses, not that lie should lie still and 
be idle, but act by their means; and to the ministers, 
that they ought not to act for themselves, but for the 
king their head, and for the advantage of the whole 
body politic. 

The particular detail of affairs, which the king when 
he went his progress in person, or the commission¬ 
ers appointed by him, entered into, is highly worthy 
of admiration, and shows how well they understood, 
in those days, wherein the wisdom and ability of gov¬ 
ernors consist. The attention of the king and his 
ministers was not employed upon great objects alone, 
as war, the revenue, justice and commerce; but mat¬ 
ters ofless importance, as the security and beauty of 
towns and cities, the convenient habitation of the in¬ 
habitants, the repairs of high roads, bridges, cause¬ 
ways, the keeping of wooefs and forests from being 
laid waste and destroyed, and, above all, the improve¬ 
ment of agriculture, and the encouraging and pro¬ 
moting all sorts of trades, even to the lowest and 
meanest of handicraft employments; every thing, in 
short, came within the sphere of their policy, ana was 
thought to deserve their care and inspection. And, 
indeed,whatever belongs to the suhjects, as well as 
the subjects themselves, is a part of the trust commit¬ 
ted to the head of the commonwealth, and is entitled 
to his care, concern, and activity. His love for the 
commonweal is universal. It extends itself to all 
matters, and takes in every thing; 4 * it is the support 
of private persons, as well as of the public. Every 
rovince, every city, every family, has a place in his 
eart and affections. Every thing in the kingdom ha s 


1 Plut. ad Princ. indoet. p. 780. 

a Xenoph. in CEconom. p. 828. 

3 Reconciliare aemulas eivitates, tumentesque populos non 

irnperio magis quam ratione eompescere, intercedes iniqui- 

tatikus magistrntuum, infcctumque reddere .nuicquid fiori 
non opoMucrk; postremo veloctssimi sideris more omnia 

invisere, omnia audire, et undecumque invoeatum, statim, 
veluf. numen, adcsse et adsistere. Plin. in Paneg. Traj. 

* Is, cui eur® sunt universre, nullam non reip. partem 
tanquam sul nutiit. Senec, lib. de Cten. c. xiii. 
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a relation to, and concerns him; every thing challenges 
his attention and regard. 

I have already said, 3 that agriculture was one of the 
principal objects on which the Persians bestowed their 
care and attention. Indeed, one of the prince’s first 
cares was, to make husbandry flourish; and those 
satrapse, whose provinces were the best cultivated, 
had the most of his favour. And as there were offices 
erected for the regulation of the military part of the 
government; so were there likewise for the inspect¬ 
ing their rural labours and economy. For these two 
employments had a near relation; the business of the 
one being to guard the country, and the other to cul¬ 
tivate it. The prince protected both almost with the 
same degree of affection; because both concurred, 
and w'ere equally necessary, for the public good. For 
if the lands cannot be cultivated without the aid and 
protection of armies for their defence and security; 
so neither can the soldiers, on the other hand, be fed 
and maintained without the labour of the husbandmen 
who cultivate the ground. It was with good reason, 
therefore, that the prince, since it was impossible for 
himself to see into every thing, caused an exact account 
to be given him, how every province and district was 
cultivated; that he might know, whether each coun¬ 
try brought forth abundantly such fruits as it was ca¬ 
pable of producing; that he descended so far into 
those particulars, as Xenophon remarks of Cyrus the 
younger, as to inform himself, whether the private 
gardens of his subjects were well kept, and yielded 
plenty of fruit; that he rewarded the superintendents 
and overseers, whose provinces or districts were the 
best cultivated, and punished the laziness and negli¬ 
gence of those idle persons, who suffered their grounds 
to lie barren or untilled. Such a care as this is by 
no means unworthy of a king, as it naturally tends to 
propagate riches and plenty throughout his kingdom, 
and to beget a spirit of industry amongst his subjects, 
which is the surest means of preventing that increase 
of drones and idle fellows, that are such a burden upon 
the public, and a dishonour to the state. 

Xenophon, 6 in the next passage to this I have now 
cited, puts into the mouth of Socrates, who is intro¬ 
duced as a speaker, a very uoble encomium upon 
agriculture, which he represents as the employment 
of all others the most worthy of man, the most ancient 
and the most suitable to his nature; as the most com¬ 
mon nurse of all ages and conditions of life; as the 
source of health, strength, plenty, riches, and a thou¬ 
sand sober delights and honest pleasures; as the mis¬ 
tress and school of sobrietv, temperance, justice, reli¬ 
gion ; and, in a word, of all kinds of virtues both civil 
and military. After which he relates the fine saying 
of Lvsandtr, the Lacedaemonian, who, as he was walk¬ 
ing at Sardis with the younger Cyrus, hearing from 
that prince’s own mouth, that he himself bad planted 
several of the trees he was looking at, exclaimed, that 
the world had reason to extol the happiness of Cyrus, 
whose virtue was as eminent as his fortune, and who, 
in the midst of the greatest affluence, splendour, and 
magnificence, had yet preserved a taste so pure and 
so conformable to right reason. Cum Cyrus respon - 
disset , 7 * Ego ista sum dimensus , mei sunt ordines , 
men. description multoe etiam istarum arborum mea 
manusunt satce: turn Lysa7idrum,intuentem ejuspur - 
puram et nitorem corporis , ornatumque Persicum 
multo auro multisque gemmis , dixisse Recte ver.0 
TE, CYRE, BEATUM FERUIST, QUONIAM VIRTUTI 
TILE FORTUNA COISJUNCTA EST. How much it is to 
be wished, that our young nobility, who in the time 
of peace do not know how to employ themsehes, had 
the like taste for planting and agriculture, which 
surely after such an example as that of Cyrus, should 
be thought no dishonour to their quality; especially 
if they would consider, that for several ages it was the 
constant employment of the bravest and most warlike 


* Xenoph. CEcon. p. 827—830. « Ibid. 830—833. 

» Oio. de Sencci. num. 00. 

* In the original Greek there is still a greater energy. 

Aumi'wc £oxj?j, C t’tvxi’ xyxSig 

Zivrig sv$»ipov\7f. Thou art worthy, Cyrus, of that happi¬ 
ness thou art possessed of; because, with all thy affluence 
and prosperity, thou art also virtuous. 
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people in the world! The readermay easily perceive, 
that I mean the ancient Romans. 

The Invention of Posts and Couriers. 

I promised to give some account in this place of the 
invention of posts and couriers. This invention is 
ascribed to Cyrus; 1 nor, indeed, can I find any men¬ 
tion of such an establishment before his time. *As the 
Persian empire, after his last conquest, was of a vast 
extent, and Cyrus required that all his governors of 
provinces, and his chief commanders of his troops, 
'should write to him, and give an exact account of 
'every thing that passed in their several districts and 
^armies; in order to render that correspondence the 
*more sure and expeditious, and to enable himself to 
receive speedy intelligence of all occurrences and 
affairs, and to send his orders thereupon with expedi- 
J tion, he caused post-houses to be built, and messen- 
’ gers to be appointed, in every province. Having 
’ computed how far a good horse, with a brisk rider, 
could go in a day without being spoiled, he had sta¬ 
bles built in proportion, at equal distances from each 
other, and had them furnished with horses, and grooms 
to take care of them. At each of these places he 
likewise appointed a post-master, to receive the pack¬ 
ets from the couriers as they arrived, and give them 
to others; and to take the horses that had performed 
their stage, and to find fresh ones. Thus the post 
went continually night and day witli extraordinary 
speed; nor did either rain or snow, heat or cold, or 
any inclemency of the season, interrupt its progress. 
Herodotus speaks of the same sort of couriers in the 
reign of Xerxes. 2 3 

These couriers were called in the Persian language, 
’Ayyxptt.z The superintendency of the posts became 
a considerable employment. Darius, 4 the last of the 
Persian kings, bad it before he came to the crown. 
Xenophon takes notice that this establishment sub¬ 
sisted still in his time: which perfectly agrees with 
what is related in the Book of Esther, concerning the 
edict published by Ahasuerus in favour of the Jews; 
which edict was carried through that vast empire with 
a rapidity that would have been impossible, without 
these posts erected by Cyrus. 

We are justly surprised to find, that this establish¬ 
ment of posts and couriers, first invented in the east 
by Cyrus, and continued so many ages afterwards by 
his successors, especially considering of what useful¬ 
ness it was to the government, should never have been 
imitated in the west, particularly by people so expert 
in politics as the Greeks and the Romans. 

It is more astonishing, that, where this invention 
was put in execution, it was not farther improved, and 
that the use of it was confined only to affairs of state 
without considering the many advantages the public 
might have reaped from it, by facilitating a mutual 
correspondence, as well as the business of merchants 
and tradesmen of all kinds; by forwarding the affairs 
of private persons; the despatch of journeys which 
required haste; the easy communication between 
families, cities, and provinces; and by the safety and 
conveniency of remitting money from one country to 
another. It is well known what difficulty people at a 
distance had then, and for many ages afterwards, to 
communicate any news, or to treat of any affairs 
together; being obliged either to send a servant on 
purpose, which could not he done without great 
charge and loss of time; or to wait for the departure 
of some other person, that was goinginto the province 
or country, whither they had Tetters to send; which 
method was liable to numberless disappointments, 
accidents, and delays. 

At present we enjoy this general conveniency at a 
small expense; but we do not thoroughly consider the 


t Xcn. Cyrop. 1. viii. p. 232. 

a Her. I. viii. c. 08. 

3 is derived from a word which, in that lan- 

poage, signifies a service rendered by compulsion. It is from 
thence the Greeks borrowed their verb xyyctpiCetv, compel * 
lere. cogcrc: and Ibe Latins, angariare. According to 
Suidas they were likewise called astendev. 

* Plut. I. i. de fortnn. Alex. p. 326. et in vit. Alex. p. 674. 
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advantage of it; the want whereof would make us ful¬ 
ly sensible of our happiness in this respect. France 
is indebted for it to the university of Paris, which I 
cannot forbear observing here: I hope the reader will 
excuse the digression. The university of Pans, be¬ 
ing formerly the only one in the kingdom, and having 
great numbers of scholars resorting to her from all the 
provinces, and even from the neighbouring kingdoms, 
did, for their sakes and conveniency, establish messen¬ 
gers, whose business was, not only to bring clothes,' 
silver, and gold for the students, but likewise to carry 
bags of law proceedings, informations, and inquests; 
to conduct all sorts of persons, indifferently, to or from 
Paris, finding them both horses and diet; as also to 
carry letters, parcels, and packets for the public, as 
well as the university. 

In the university registers of the Four Nations, as 
they are called, of the faculty of arts, these messen¬ 
gers are often styled Nuntii volantes , to signify the 
great speed and despatch they were obliged to make. 

The state, then, is indebted to the university of Pa¬ 
ris for the invention and establishment of these mes¬ 
sengers and letter carriers. And it w f as at her own 
charge and expense that she erected these offices; to 
the satisfaction both of our kings and the public. She 
has moreover maintained and supported them since 
the year 1576, against all the various attempts of the 
farmers, which has cost her immense sums. For there 
never were any ordinary royal messengers, till Henry 
HI. first established them in the year 1576, by his 
edict of November, appointing them in the same cities 
as the university had theirs in, and granting them the 
same rights and privileges as the kings, his predeces¬ 
sors, had granted the messengers of the university. 

The university never had any other fund or support 
than the profits arising from the post-office. And it 
is upon the foundation of the same revenue, that King 
Louis XV., now' on the throne, by his decree of the 
council of state of the 14th of April, 1719, and by his 
letters patent, bearing the same date, registered in 
parliament, and in the chamber of accoiupts, has 
ordained, that in all the colleges of the said university 
the students shall be taught gratis; and has, to that 
end, for the time to come, appropriated to the univer¬ 
sity an eight-and-twentieth part of the revenue arising 
from the general lease or farm of the posts and mes¬ 
sengers of France; U'hich eight-and-twentieth part 
amounted that year to the sum of 184,000 livres or 
thereabouts. 5 

It is not therefore without reason, that the univer¬ 
sity, to whom this regulation has restored a part of her 
ancient lustre, reckons Louis XV. as a kind of new 
founder, whose bounty has at length delivered her 
from the unhappy and shameful necessity of receiving 
wages for her labours; which in some measure dis¬ 
honoured the dignity of her profession, as it was con¬ 
trary to that noble, disinterested spirit which becomes 
it. And, indeed, the labour of masters and professors, 
who instruct others, ought not to be given for nothing; 
but neither ought it to be sold. Nee venire hoc be- 
nefeium oporiel , nec perire . 6 

SECTION V.— ADMINISTRATION OF THE REVE¬ 
NUES. 

The prince is the sword and buckler of the state; 
by him are the peace and tranquillity thereof secured. 
But to enable him to defend it, he has occasion for 
arms, soldiers, arsenals, fortified towns, and ships; and 
all these things require great expenses. It is moreover 
just and reasonable, that the king have wherewithal 
to support the dignity of the crown, and the majesty 
of the empire; as also to enable him to ensure rever¬ 
ence and respect to his person and authority. These 
are the two principal reasons that have given occasion 
for the exacting of tribute and imposition of taxes. As 
the public advantage, and the necessity of defraying 
the expenses of the state, have been the first causes o' 
these burdens, so ought they likewise to be the con* 
stant standard of their use. Nor is there any tiling i* 
the world more just and reasonable than such imposh 
tions; since every private person ought to think him- 


» About 8,5005. sterling. 


s Quiniil. 1. xil. c. 7. 







MANNERS OF THE ASSYRIANS, ETC. 


190 

self very happy, that he can purchase his peace and 
security at tne expense of so slender a contribution. 

The revenues of the Persian kings consisted partly 
in the levying of taxes imposed upon the people, 1 and 
partly in their being furnished with several products of 
the earth in kind; as corn, and other provisions, fo¬ 
rage, horses, camels, or whatever varieties each par¬ 
ticular province afforded. Strabo relates, that the 
satrap of Armenia sent regularly every year to the king 
of Persia, his master, 20,000 young colts. 2 By this we 
may form a judgment of the other levies in the several 
provinces. The tributes, however, were only exacted 
from the conquered nations: for the natural subjects, 
that is, the Persians, were exempt from all imposi¬ 
tions. Nor was the custom of imposing taxes, and of 
determining the sums each province was yearly to pay, 
introduced till the reign of Darius; at which time, the 
pecuniary impositions, as near as we can judge from 
the computation made by Herodotus, which is attend¬ 
ed with great difficulties, amounted to near 44.000,000, 
French money. 3 

The place wherein was kept the public treasure, 
Was called in the Persian language GazaA There 
were treasures of this kind at Susa, at Persepolis, at 
Pasargada, at Damascus, 5 and other cities. The gold 
and silver were there kept in ingots, and coined into 
money, according as the king had occasion. The 
money chiefly used by the Persians, was of gold, and 
called Darick, from the name of Darius, 6 who first 
caused them to he coined, with his image on one side, 
and an archer on the reverse. The Darick is some¬ 
times also called Stater aureus, because the weight of 
it, like that of the Attic Stater , was two drachms of 
gold, which were equivalent to twenty drachms of sil¬ 
ver, and consequently were worth ten livres of French 
money." 

Besides these tributes which were paid in money, 8 
there was another contribution made in kind, by fur¬ 
nishing victuals and provisions for the king’s table and 
household, grain, forage, and other necessaries for the 
subsistence of his armies, and horses for the remount¬ 
ing of his cavalry. This contribution was imposed 
upon the six-score satrapies, or provinces, each ofthem 
furnishing such a part as they were severally taxed at. 
Herodotus observes, that the province of Babylon, the 
largest and wealthiest of them all, did alone furnish 
the whole contribution for the space of four months, 
and consequently bore a third part of the burden of 
the whole imposition, whilst all the rest of Asia toge¬ 
ther did but contribute the other two-thirds. 

By what has been already said on this subject, wc 
see the kings of Persia did not exact all their taxes 
and impositions iu money, but were content to levy 


i Herod. 1. iii. c. 89—97. a Lib. xi. p. 530. 

s About 2,000,000/. sterling. 

* Cl. Curt. 1. iii. e. 12. 

» [As a proof of this, Alexander fonod in Damascus 2,G00 
talents of silver, and 500 talents of uncoined silver, or ingots ; 
in Arbela, 4000; in Susa. 40,000 ; in Persepolis, 120,000; and 
in Ecbatana. 180.000 talents; and 9000 darir.ks besides in 
Susa, amounting in all to 347,100 talents, or 07,180,525/.] 
e Darius the Mode, otherwiso called Cyaxares, is sup¬ 
posed to have been the first who caused this money to be 
coined. 

1 [Darius seems td have learned the use and value of 
coins from the Lvdians; for the Mcdes and Persians had no 
coined money before they eonquereil that kingdom ; whereas 
Croesus, king of Lydia, had coined innumerable pieces of gold 
called Croesei, as before stated. As it was not to be expect¬ 
ed that the Lydian coin should continue current after the 
downfall of that power, it may bo supposed that Darius re- 
eoined the Croesei with his own effigies, without altering 
their weight or value. If it was Darius Hystaspes, and not 
Darius the Mode or Cyaxares, (for authors are not agreed 
respecting this,) it may be also that he took up this notion 
after his conquest of that part of India now called the Pun- 
jaub, whence lie eollccted a large tribute in gold ; for he re¬ 
ceived only a small quantity from Afriea, (Thalia, or Book 
iv. chap. 97.) although the fivers of thai eoniincnt abounded 
with it, and the Carthaginians trafficked for it. (Melpomene, 
or Book v. chap. 196.) The Daricks were called in those 
places of Scripture written after the Babylonish captivity, 
Jldarkonim , and by the Talmudists, Darhomoth , both from 
the Greek that is, Daricks. Ezra, viii. 7. Buxlor. 

Talmud. Lex. p. 577.] 

* Herod.!. iii. c. 91-97. and 1. i. c. ]92. 


a part of them in money, and to take the rest in such 
products and commodities as the several provinces af¬ 
forded ; which is a proof of the great wisdom, modera¬ 
tion, and humanity of the Persian government. With¬ 
out doubt they had observed how difficult it often is 
for the people, especially in countries at a distance from 
commerce, to convert their goods into money with¬ 
out suffering great losses; whereas nothing can tend 
so much to render the taxes easy, and to snelter the 

a le from vexation and trouble as well as expense, 
le taking in payment from each country such 
fruits and commodities as that country produces; by 
which means the contribution becomes easy, natural, 
and equitable. 

There 9 were likewise certain districts assigned and 
set apart for the maintaining of the queen’s toilet and 
wardrobe; one for her girdle, another for her veil, and 
so on for the rest of her vestments; and these districts, 
which were of a great extent, since one of them con¬ 
tained as nmch ground as a man could walk over in a 
day: these districts, Isay, took their names from their 
particular use, or part of the garments to which they 
were appropriated; and were accordingly called, one 
the queen’s girdle, another the queen’s veil, and so on. 
In Plato’s time, the same custom continued among 
the Persians. 

The manner in which the king £ave pensions in 
those days to such persons as he had a mind to grati¬ 
fy, was exactly like what I have observed concerning 
the queen. 10 * We read, that the king of Persia as¬ 
signed the revenues of four cities to Themistocles; 
one of which was to supply him with wine, another 
with bread, the third'witn meats for his table, and the 
fourth with his clothes and furniture. Before that 
time, Cyrus had acted in the same manner towards 
Pytharcous of Cyzicus, 11 for whom he had a particu¬ 
lar consideration, and to whom he gave the revenue 
of seven cities. In following times, we find many 
instances of a like nature. 

ARTICLE II. 

OF THEIR WAR. 

The people of Asia in general were naturally of a 
warlike disposition, and did not want courage: but in 
time they suffered themselves to be enervated by lux¬ 
ury and pleasure. I must however except the Per¬ 
sians, who even before Cyrus, and still more during his 
reign, had the reputation of being a people of a very 
military genius. The situation of their country, which 
is rugged and mountainous, might be one reason of 
their hard and frugal manner of living; which is a 
point of no little importance for the forming of good 
soldiers. But the good education which the Persians 
gave their youth, was the chief cause of the courage 
and martial spirit of that people. 

With respect therefore to the manners, and particu¬ 
larly to the article which I am now treating of, we 
must make some distinction between the different na¬ 
tions of Asia. So that in the following account of 
military affairs, whatever perfection and excellence 
may be found in the rules and principles of war, is to 
be applied only to the Persians, as they were in Cy¬ 
rus’s reign; the rest belongs to the other nations of 
Asia, the Assyrians, Babylonians, Medes, Lydians, 
and to the Persians likewise after they had degene¬ 
rated from their ancient valour, which happened not 
long after Cyrus, as will be shown in the sequel. 

I. Their Entrance upon Military Discipline. 
The Persians were trained up to the service from 
their tender years, by passing through different exer¬ 
cises. 12 Generally speaking, they served in the armies 
from the age of twenty to fifty years. And whether in 
peace or war, they always wore swords, as our gentle¬ 
men do, which was never practised among the Greeks 
or the Romans. They were obliged to enlist them¬ 
selves at the time, appointed; and it was esteemed a 
crime to desire to be dispensed with in that respect, as 


o Plut. in Alcib. i. p. 123. 

Plut. in Themis, p. 127. “ Athen. 1. p. 30. 

Strab. I. xv. 734. Am. Mar. 1. xxiii. sub finem. 
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will be seen hereafter, by the cruel treatment given 
by Darius and Xerxes to two young noblemen, whose 
fathers had desired as a favour, that their sons might 
be permitted to stay at home, for a comfort to them 
in their old age. 1 

Herodotus speaks of a body of troops appointed to 
be the king’s guard, 2 who were called The immor¬ 
tal j, because this body consisted always of the same 
number, which was 10,000; for as soon as any of the 
men died, another was immediately put into his place. 
The establishment of this body probably began with 
the 10,000 men sent for by Cyrus out of Persia to be 
his guard. They were distinguished from all the other 
troops by the richness of their armour, and still more 
by tbeir courage. Quintus Curtius mentions also this 
body of men, 3 and another body besides, consisting 
of 15,000, designed in like manner to be a guard to 
the king’s person: the latter were called, Doryphori , 
or Speanncn. 

II. Their Armour. 

The ordinary arms of the Persians were a sabre, or 
scimitar, acinaccs, as it is called in Latin; a kind of 
dagger, which hung in their belt on the right side; 
a javelin or half pike, having a sharp-pointed iron at 
the end. 

It seems that they carried two javelios, or lances, 
one to fling, and the other to use in close fight. They 
made great use of the bows and of the quiver in which 
they carried their arrows. The sling was not un¬ 
known amongst them; but they did not set much 
value upon it. 

It appears from several passages in ancient authors, 
that the Persians wore no helmets, but only their 
common caps, which they call tiaras; this is particu¬ 
larly said of Cyrus the younger, and of his army. 4 
And yet the same authors, in other places, make 
mention of their helmets; from whence we must con¬ 
clude, that this custom had changed according to the 
times. 

The foot for the most part wore cuirasses made of 
brass, which were so artificially fitted to their bodies, 
that they were no impediment to the motion and 
agility of their limbs; no more than the vambraces, 
or greaves which covered the arms, thighs, and legs of 
the horsemen. Their horses themselves, for the most 
art, had their faces, chests, and flanks covered with 
rass. There were what are called equi cataphracti , 
barbed horses. 

Authors differ very much about the form and fash¬ 
ion of the shields. At first they made use of very 
small and light ones, made only of twigs of osier, 
gerra. But it appears from several passages, that 
they had also shields of brass, which were of a great 
length. 

We have already observed, that in the first ages 
the light-armed soldiers, that is, the archers and those 
who used missile weapons, composed the bulk of the 
armies amongst the Persians and Medes. Cyrus, who 
had found by experience, that such troops were only 
fit for skirmishing, or fighting at a distance, and who 
thought it most advantageous to come directly to close 
fight, made a change in his army, and reduced those 
light-armed troops to a very few, arming the far great¬ 
er number at all points, like the rest of the army. 

III. Chariots armed ivith Scythes. 

Cyrus introduced a considerable change likewise 
with respect to the chariots of war. 5 These had been 
iu use a long while before his time, as appears both 
from Homer and the sacred writings. These cha¬ 
riots had only two wheels, and were generally^ drawn 
by four horses abreast, with two men in each; one of 
distinguished birth and valour, who fought, and an¬ 
other-, who was engaged only in driving the chariot. 
Cyrus thought this method, which was very expen¬ 
sive, was but of little service; since for the equipping 
of 300 chariots were required 1200 horses, and 600 
men, of which there were but 300 who really fought, 

* Herod. 1. iv. and vi. Sen. de Ira. 1. iii. c. 16.17, 

* Ibid. !. vii. c. P3. 3 Lib. iii. c. 3. 

4 Xen. de Exped. Cyr. 1. i. p. 263. 

* Xen. Cyrop. 1. vi. p. 152. 
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the other 300, though all men of merit and distinction, 
and capable of doing great service if otherwise em¬ 
ployed, serving only as charioteers or drivers. To 
remedy this inconvenience, he altered the form of the 
chariots, and doubled the number of the fightingmen 
that rode in them, by enabling the drivers also to 
fight as well as the others. 

He caused the wheels of the chariots to be made 
stronger, that they should not be so easily broken; 
and the axletrees to be made longer, to make them 
the more firm and steady. At each end of the axle- 
tree he caused scythes to be fastened that were three 
feet long, and placed horizontally; and caused other 
sevthes to be fixed upon the same axletree with their 
edges turned to the ground, that they might cut in 
nieces men, or horses, or whatever the impetuous vio- 
ence of the chariot should overturn. It appears from 
several passages in authors, 6 that in after-times, be¬ 
sides all this, they added two long iron spikes at the 
end of the pole, in order to pierce whatever came in 
the way; and that they armed the hinder part of the 
chariot with several rows of sharp knives to hinder 
any one from mounting behind. 

These chariots were in use for many ages in all the 
Eastern countries. They were looked upon as the 
principal strength of the armies, as the most certain 
cause of the victory, and as an apparatus the most 
capable of all other to strike the enemy with con¬ 
sternation and terror. 

But in proportion as the military art improved, the 
inconveniences of them were discovered, and at length 
they were laid aside. For, in order to reap any ad¬ 
vantage from them, it was necessary to fight in vast 
and extensive plains, where the soil was very even, 
and where there were no rivulets, gulleys, w T oods, nor 
vineyards. 

In after*times several methods were invented to ren¬ 
der these chariots absolutely useless. 7 It was enough 
to cut a ditch in their way, which immediately stopped 
their course. Sometimes an able and experienced 
general, as Eumenes in the battle which Scipio fought 
with Antiochus, would attack the chariots with a de¬ 
tachment of slingers, archers, and spearmen, who, 
spreading themselves on all sides, would pour such a 
storm of stones, arrows, and lances upon them, and at 
the same time fall a shouting so loud with the whole 
army, that they terrified the horses, and often made 
them turn upon their own forces. At other times they 
would render the chariots useless and incapable of 
acting, 8 only by marching over the space, which sepa¬ 
rated the two armies, with an extraordinary swiftness, 
and advancing suddenly upon the enemy. For the 
strength and execution of the chariots proceeded from 
the length of their course, which was what gave that 
impetuosity and rapidity to their motion, without 
which they were but very feeble and insignificant. It 
was after this manner, that the Romans under Sylla, 
at the battle of Chnsronrea, defeated and put to flight 
the enemy’s chariots, raising loud peals of laughter, 
and crying out to them, as if they had been at the 
games of the Circus, to send more. 

IV. Their Discipline in Peace as well as War. 

Nothing can be imagined more perfect than the dis¬ 
cipline and good order of the troops in Cyrus’s reign, 
wnether in peace or war. 

The method used by that great prince in peace, as 
is fully related in Xenophon’s Cyropcedia, in order to 
form Ibis troops, by frequent exercises, to inure them 
to fatigue by keeping them continually employed in 
laborious works, to prepare them for real battles by 
mock engagements, to fire them with courage and 
resolution by exhortations, praises, and rewards: all 
this, I say, is a perfect model for all who have the 
command of troops, to which, generally speaking, 
peace and tranquillity become extremely pernicious; 
for a relaxation of discipline, which usually ensues, 
enervates the vigour of the soldiers; and their inac¬ 
tion blunts that edge of courage, which the motion of 
armies, and the approach of enemies, infinitely sharpen 


« I.iv.!. xxxvii. n. 41. 
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and excite. A wise foresight of the future ought to 
make us prepare in time of peace whatever may be 
needful in time of war. 1 

Whenever the Persian armies marched, every thing 
was ordered and carried on with as much regularity 
and exactness as on a day of battle: not a soldier or 
officer daring to quit his rank, or remove from the 
colours. It was the custom amongst all the nations 
of Asia, whenever they encamped, though but for a 
day or a night, to have their camp surrounded with 
pretty deep ditches. This they did to prevent being 
surprised by the enemy, and that they might not be 
forced to engage against their inclinations. They 
usually contented themselves with covering their camp 
with a bank of earth dug out of these ditches ; 2 though 
sometimes they fortified them with strong palisadoes, 
and long stakes driven into the ground. 

By what has been said of their discipline in time 
of peace, and in the marching and encamping their 
armies, we may judge of that which was preserved on 
the day of battle. Nothing can be more deserving our 
admiration than the accounts we have of it in the 
several parts of the Cyropmdia. No single family 
could be better regulated, or pay a more speedy and 
exact obedience to the first signal, than the whole 
army of Cyrus. He had long accustomed them to 
that prompt obedience, on which the success of all 
enterprises depends. For what avails the best head 
in the world, if the arms do not act conformably, and 
follow its directions? At first he had used some se¬ 
verity, which is necessary in the beginning, in order 
to establish good discipline; but this severity was 
always accompanied with reason, and tempered with 
kindness. The example of their leader, 3 who was 
the first upon all duty, gave weight and authority to 
his injunctions, and softened the rigour of his com¬ 
mands. The unalterable rule he laid down to him¬ 
self, of granting nothing but to merit only, and of 
refusing every thing to favour, was a sure means of 
keeping all the officers attached to their duty, and of 
making them perpetually vigilant and careful. For 
there is nothing more discouraging to persons of that 
profession, 4 even to those who love their prince and 
their country, than to see the rewards, to which the 
dangers they have undergone, and the blood they 
have spilt, entitle them, conferred upon others. Cyrus 
had the art of inspiring even his common soldiers with 
a zeal for discipline and order, by first inspiring them 
with a love for their country, for their honour, and 
their fellow-citizens ; and, above all, by endearing 
himself to them by his bounty and liberality. These 
are the true and only methods of establishing and 
supporting military discipline in its full force and 
vigour. 

V. Their order of Battle. 

As there were but very few fortified places in Cy¬ 
rus’s time, all their wars were little else than field 
expeditions; for which reason that wise prince found 
out, by his own reflection and experience, that no¬ 
thing contributed more to decide a victory than a 
nuiperous and good cavalry; and the gaining of one 
single pitched battle was often attended with the con¬ 
quest of a whole kingdom. Accordingly we see, that 
having found the Persian army entirely destitute of 
that important and necessary succour, he turned all 
his thoughts towards remedying that defect; and, by 
his great application and activity, succeeded in form¬ 
ing a body of Persian cavalry, which became superior 
to that of his enemies, in goodness, at least, if not in 
number. There were several breeds of horses in Per¬ 
sia and Media; 5 but in the latter province, those of 


1 •—-Metuensque futuri, 

In pace, ut sapiens, aptarit idonea hello. 

Hot. Satir. ii. 1. 2. 

2 Diod.I.i. p. 24,2.5. 

3 Dux, cullu levi, capita itifeeto, in aymine, in laboribus 
frequens ndesse: landem stronuis, solatium invalidis, exem- 
plum omrihus ostendero. Tacit. Annal. 1. xiii. cap. 35. 

* Ceci.Jisse in irritum laborcs, si priemia pprieulorum soli 
assequantnr, qui paricu’as non aflfuerunt. Tacit. Hist. lib. 
iii. cap. 53. 

* Herod. I. vii, c. 40. Strab. 1. xi. p. 530. 


a place called Nisea, were the most esteemed; and il 
was from thence the king’s stable was furnished. We 
shall now examine what use they made of their cavalry 
and infantry. 

The celebrated battle of Thymbra may serve to 
give us a just notion of the tactics of the ancients in 
the days of Cyrus, and to show how far their ability 
extended either in the use of arms, or the disposition 
of armies. 

They knew that the most advantageous order of 
battle was to place the infantry in the centre, and the 
cavalry, which consisted chiefly of the cuirassiers, on 
the two wings of the army. By this disposition the 
flanks of the foot were covered, and the horse were 
at liberty to act and extend themselves as occasion 
should require. 

They likewise understood the necessity of drawing 
out an army into several lines, in order to support one 
another; because otherwise, as one single line might 
easily be pierced through and broken, it would not be 
able to rally, and consequently the army would be left 
without resource. For which reason they formed the 
first line of foot heavily armed, twelve men deep, 6 
who, on the first onset, made use of the half-pike; and 
afterwards, when the fronts of the two armies came 
close together, engaged the enemy body to body with 
their swords or scimitars. 

The second line consisted of such men as were 
lightly armed, whose manner of fighting was to fling 
their javelins over the heads of the first. These jave¬ 
lins were made of a heavy wood, were pointed with 
iron, and were flung with great violence. The design 
of them was to put the enemy into disorder, before 
they came to close fight'. 

The third line consisted of archers, whose bows be¬ 
ing bent with the utmost force, carried their arrows 
over the heads of the two preceding lints, and ex¬ 
tremely annoyed the enemy. These archers were 
sometimes mixed with slingers, who slung great stones 
with a terrible force; but, in after-time,the Rhodians, 
instead of stones, made use of leaden bullets, which 
the slings carried a great deal farther. 

A fourth line, formed of men armed In the same 
manner as those of the first, formed the rear of the 
main body. This line was intended for the support 
of the others, and to keep them to their duty, in case 
they gave way. It served likewise for a rear guard, 
and a body or reserve to repulse the enemy, if they 
should happen to penetrate so far. 

They had besides moving towers, carried upon huge 
waggons, drawn by sixteen oxen each, in which were 
twenty men, whose business was to discharge stones 
and javelins. These were placed in the rear of the 
whole army, behind the body of reserve, and served 
to support their troops, when they were driven back 
hy the enemy, and to favour their rallying when in 
disorder. 

They made great use too of their chariots armed 
with scythes, as we have already observed. These 
they generally placed in the front of the battle, and 
some of them they occasionally stationed on the flanks 
of the army, when they had any reason to fear their 
being surrounded. 

This is nearly the extent to which the ancients car¬ 
ried their knowledge in the military art, with respect 
to their battles and engagements. But we do not find 
they had any skill in choosing advantageous posts, 
in seasonably possessing themselves of a favourable 
spot, of bringing the war into a close country; of ma¬ 
king use of defiles and narrow passes, either to molest 
the army in their march, or to cover themselves from 
their attacks; of lying in artful ambuscades; of pro¬ 
tracting a campaign to a great length by wise delays; 
of not suffering a superior enemy to force them to a 
decisive action, and of reducing him to the necessity 
of preying upon himself through the want of forage 
and provisions. Neither do we see that they bad 
much regard to the defending of their right and left 
with rivers, marshes, or mountains; and by that means 
of making the front of a smaller army equal to that 
of another much more numerous; and of putting it 
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out of the enemj’s power to surround or take them 
in flank. 

Yet in Cyrus’s first campaign against the Arme¬ 
nians, and afterwards against the Babylonians, there 
seem to have been some beginnings, some essays, as 
it were, of this art: but they were not improved, or 
carried to any degree of perfection in those days. 
Time, reflection, and experience made the great com¬ 
manders in after ages acquainted with these precau¬ 
tions and subtleties of war; and we have already 
shown, in the wars of the Carthaginians, what use 
Hannibal, Fabius, Scipio, and other generals of both 
nations made of them. 

VI. Their manner of attacking and defending strong 
Places. 

The ancients both devised and executed all that 
could be expected from the nature of the arms known 
in their days, as also from the force and the variety of 
engines then in use, either for attacking or defending 
fortified places. 

1. Their icay of attacking Places. 

The first method of attacking a place was by block¬ 
ade. They invested the town with a wall built quite 
round it, and in which, at proper distances, were 
made redoubts and places of arms ; or else they 
thought it sufficient to surround it completely by a 
deep treftch, which they strongly fenced with palisa- 
does, to hinder the besieged from making a sally, as 
well as to prevent succours or provisions from being 
brought in. In this manner they waited till famine 
did what they could not effect by force or art. From 
hence proceeded the length of the sieges related in 
ancient history; as that of Troy, which lasted ten 
years; 1 that of Azotus by Psammeticus, which lasted 
twenty-nine; that of Nineveh, where we have seen 
that Sardanapalus defended himself for the space of 
seven. And Cyrus might have lain a long time before 
Babylon, where they had laid in a stock of provisions 
for twenty years, if he had not used a different method 
for taking it. 

As they found blockades extremely tedious from 
their duration, they invented the method of scaling, 
which was done by raising a great number of ladders 
against the walls, by means whereof a great many files 
of soldiers might climb up together, and force their 
wav in. 

To render this method of scaling impracticable, or 
at least ineffectual, they made the walls of their city 
extremely high, and the towers, wherewith they were 
flanked, still considerably higher, that the ladders of 
the besiegers might not be able to reach the top of 
them. Tills obliged them to find out some other way 
of getting to the top of the ramparts; and this was by 
building moving towers of Wooa, still higher than the 
walls, and by approaching them with those wooden 
towers. On the top of these towers, which formed a 
kind of platform, was placed a competent number of 
soldiers, who, with darts, and arrows, and the assist¬ 
ance of their balistre and catapultn?, scoured the ram¬ 
parts, and cleared them of the defenders; and then 
from a lower stage of the tower, they let down a kind 
of drawbridge, which rested upon the wall, and gave 
the soldiers admittance. 

A third method, which extremely shortened the 
length of their sieges, was that of the battering-ram, 
by which they made breaches in the walls, and opened 
themselves a passage into the places besieged. This 
batlering-ram was a vast beam of timber, with a 
strong head of iron or brass at the end of it; which 
was pushed with the utmost force against the walls. 
Of these there were several kinds. 

They had still a fourth method of attacking places, 
which was that of sapping and undermining; and this 
was done two different wavs; that is, either by car¬ 
rying on a subterranean path quite under the walls, 
into the heart nfthe city, and so opening themselves 
n pas-age into it; or else after they had sapped the 
foundation of the wall, and put supporters under it, 


i Homer makes no mention of the battering-ram, or any 
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by filling the space with all sorts of combustible mat¬ 
ter, and then setting that matter on fire, in order to 
burn down the supporters, calcine the materials of the 
wall, and throw down pari of it. 

2. Their manner of defending Places. 

With respect to the fortifying and defending of 
towns, the ancients made use of all the fundamental 
principles and essential rules now practised in the art 
of fortification. They had the method of overflowing 
the country round about, to hinder the enemy’s ap¬ 
proaching the town; they made deep and sloping 
ditches, and fenced them round with palisadoes, to 
make the enemy’s ascent or descent the more diffi¬ 
cult; they made their ramparts very thick, and fenced 
them with stone or brick-work, that the battering-ram 
should not be able to demolish them; and very high, 
that the scaling of them should be equally impractica¬ 
ble; they had their projecting towers, from whence 
our modern bastions derive their origin, for the flank¬ 
ing of the curtains; they invented with much inge¬ 
nuity different machines for the shooting of arrows, 
throwing of darts and lances, and hurling of great 
stones with vast force and violence; they had their 
parapets and battlements in the walls for the soldier’s 
security, and their covered galleries, which went quite 
round the walls, and served as casements; their in- 
trenchments behind the breaches and necks of the 
towers; they made their sallies too, in order to destroy 
the works of the besiegers, and to set their engines 
on fire; as also their countermines to render useless 
the mines of the enemy; and, lastly, they built cita¬ 
dels as places of retreat in cases of extremity, to serve 
as the last resource to a garrison upon the point of 
being forced, and to make the taking of the town of 
no effect, or at least to obtain a more advantageous 
capitulation. All these methods of defending places 
against those that besieged them, were known in the 
art of fortification as it was practised among the an¬ 
cients; and they are the very same as are now in use 
among the moderns, allowing for such alteration as 
the difference of arms has occasioned. 

I thought it necessary to enter into this detail, in 
order to give the reader an idea of the ancient manner 
of defending fortified towns; as also to remove a pre¬ 
judice which prevails among many of the moderns, 
who imagine, that because new names are now given 
to the same things, the things themselves are there¬ 
fore different in nature and principle. Since the in¬ 
vention of gunpowder, cannon indeed have been sub¬ 
stituted in the place of the battering-ram; and musket- 
shot in the room ofbalistce, catapults, scorpions, jav¬ 
elins, slings, and arrows. But does it therefore follow, 
that any of the fundamental rules of fortification are 
changed? By no means. The ancients made as much 
of the solidity of bodies, and the mechanic powers of 
motion, as art and ingenuity would admit. 

VII. The Condition of the Persian Forces after Cy¬ 
rus's Time. 

I have already observed, more than once, that we 
must not judge of the merit and courage of the Persian 
troops at all times, by what we see of them in Cy rus’s 
reign. I shall conclude this article of war with a judi¬ 
cious reflection made by Monsieur Bossuet, bishop of 
Meaux, on that subject. He observes, that after the 
death of that prince, the Persians, generally speaking, 
were ignorant of the great advantages that result from 
severity, discipline, skill in drawing up an army, order 
in marching and encamping; and, in short, that hap¬ 
piness of conduct, which puts those great bodies in 
motion without disorder or confusion. Full ofavain 
ostentation of their power and greatness, and relying 
more upon strength than prudence, upon the number 
rather than the choice of their troops, they thought 
they had done all that was necessary, when they had 
drawn together immense numbers of people, who 
fought indeed with resolution enough, but without or¬ 
der, and who found themselves encumbered with the 
va«l multitudes of useless persons, who formed the re¬ 
tinue of the king and his chief officers. For to such a 
height was their luxury grown, that they would needs 
have the same magnificence, and enjoy the same plea- 
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sures and delights in the army, as in the king’s court; 
so that in their wars the kings marched accompanied 
with their wives, their concubines, and all their eu¬ 
nuchs. Their silver and gold plate, and all their rich 
furniture, were carried after them in prodigious quan¬ 
tities; and, in short, all the equipage and utensils so 
voluptuous a life requires. An army composed in this 
manner, and already clogged with the excessive num¬ 
ber of troops, was overburthened with the additional 
load of vast multitudes of such as did not fight. In 
this confusion, the troops could not act in concert: 
their orders never reached them in time; and in action 
every thing went on at random, as it were, without 
the possibility of any commander’3 being able to re¬ 
medy this disorder. Add to this, the necessity they 
were under of finishing an expedition quickly, and of 
passing into an enemy’s country with great rapidity; 
because such a vast body of people, greedy not only of 
the necessaries of life, but of such things also as were 
requisite for luxury and pleasure, consumed every 
thing that could be met with in a very short time: nor 
indeed is it easy to comprehend from whence they 
could procure subsistence. 

However, with all this vast train, the Persians as¬ 
tonished those nations that were not better acquainted 
with military affairs than themselves; and many of 
those that were more expert, were yet overcome by 
them, being either weakened by their own dissensions, 
or overpowered by the numbers of the enemy. And 
by this means Egypt, proud as she was of her anti¬ 
quity, her wise institutions, and the conquests of Se- 
sostris, became subject to the Persians. Nor was it 
difficult for them to conquer the lesser Asia, and even 
such Greek colonies as the luxury of Asia had cor¬ 
rupted. Cut when they came to engage with Greece 
itself, they found what they had never met with before, 
regular and well-disciplined troops, skilful and expe¬ 
rienced commanders, soldiers accustomed to temper¬ 
ance, whose bodies were inured to toil and labour, and 
rendered both robust and active, by wrestling and 
other exercises practised in that country. The Gre¬ 
cian armies indeed were but small; but they were like 
strong, vigorous bodies, that seem to be all nerves and 
sinews, and full of spirits in every part; at the same 
time they were so well commanded, and so prompt in 
obeying the orders of their generals, that one would 
have thought all the soldiers had been actuated by 
one soul; so perfect a harmony was there in all their 
motions. 

ARTICLE III. 

ARTS AND SCIENCES. 

I do not pretend to give an account of the Eastern 
poetry, of which we know little more than what we 
find in the books of the Old Testament. Those pre¬ 
cious fragments are sufficient to let us know the ori¬ 
gin of poesy; its true design; the use that was made of 
it by those inspired writers, namely, to celebrate the 
perfections, and sing the wonderful works of God, as 
also the dignity and sublimity of style which ought to 
accompany it, adapted to the majesty of the subjects 
on which it treats. The discourses of Job's friends, 
who lived in the East, as he himself did, and who were 
distinguished among the Gentiles as much by their 
learning as their birth, may likewise give us some 
notion of the eloquence that prevailed in those early 
ages. 

What the Egyptian priests said of the Greeks in 
general, and of the Athenians in particular, according 
to Plato, 1 that they were but children in antiquity, is 
very true with respect to arts and sciences, the inven¬ 
tion of which they have falsely ascribed to chimerical 
ersons, much posterior to the deluge. The Holy 
cripture informs us, 2 that before that epocha, God 
had discovered to mankind the art of tilling and culti¬ 
vating the ground; of feeding their flocks and cattle, 
when their habitation was in tents; of spinning wool 
and flax, and weaving it into stuffs and linen; of for¬ 
ging an 1 polishing iron and brass, and rendering them 
subv rvient to numberless uses that are necessary and 
cop.venb nt for life and society. 

* In Timaco, p. 22 a Gen. iv. 


We learn from the same Scriptures, that very soon 
after the deluge, human industry had made several 
discoveries very worthy of admiration; as, 1. The art 
of spinning gold thread, and of interweaving it with 
stuffs. 2. That of beating gold, and with light thin 
leaves of it gilding wood and other materials. 3. The 
secret of casting metals* as brass, silver, or gold; 
and of making all sorts of figures with them in imita¬ 
tion of nature; of representing any kind of different 
objects; and of making an infinite variety of vessels 
of those metals, for use and ornament. 4. The art 
of painting, or carving upon wood, stone or marble: 
and, 5. to name uo more, that of dying their silks and 
stuffs, and giving them the most exquisite and beau¬ 
tiful colours. 

As it was in Asia that men first settled after the de¬ 
luge, it is easy to conceive that Asia must have been 
the cradle, as it were, of arts and sciences, the remem¬ 
brance of which had been preserved by tradition; and 
which were afterwards revived again, and restored 
by means of men’s wants and necessities, 

SECTION I.—ARCHITECTURE. 

The building of the tower of Babel, and shortly 
after, of those famous cities Babylon and Nineveh, 
which have been looked upon as prodigies; the gran¬ 
deur and magnificence of tne palaces of the kings and 
noblemen, divided into sundry halls and apartments, 
and adorned with every thing that either decency or 
conveniency could require; the regularity and sym¬ 
metry of the pillars and vaulted roots, raised and mul¬ 
tiplied one upon another; the noble gates of their 
cities; the breadth and thickness of their ramparts; the 
height and strength of their towers; the convenience 
of their quays on the banks of the great rivers; and the 
boldness of the bridges thrown over them: all these 
things, I say, with many other works of the like nature, 
show to what a pitch of perfection architecture wa3 
carried in those ancient times. 

I know not, however, whether in those ages this art 
rose to that degree of perfection, which it afterwards 
attained in Greece and Italy; or whether those vast 
structures in Asia and Egypt, so much boasted of by 
the ancients, were as remarkable for their beauty and 
regularity, as they were for their magnitude and ex¬ 
tent. We hear of five orders in architecture, the 
Tuscan, Doric, Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite; but 
we never hear of an Asiatic or Egyptian order: which 
gives us reason to doubt whether the symmetry, mea¬ 
sures, and proportions of pillars, pilasters, and other 
ornaments in architecture, were exactly observed in 
those ancient structures. 3 


s [Rollin seems to carry his notions of the excellence of 
Oriental architecture too far. To talk of vaulted halls, in 
ages and in countries when and where the doctrine of the 
arch was unknown, is to speak at random. No arches are to 
he found in any of the ruined temples of Egypt. The roofs 
of these buildings were horizontal, and covered with large 
stones, reaching the whole breadth of the roof. No arches 
hsveyct been discovered in the ruins of Babylon nor Persep- 
olis. The only instance of a vaulted hall that has yet been 
found, is in the ruin of the Tank Kesra, or Throne of Chos- 
roes, on the banks of the Tigris. It must be remembered, 
however, that Chosroes, or Khosrou Noosherwan, reigned in 
the sixth century, or nigh twelve centuries after the era of 
Cyrus, at a time when the Orientals learned the art of con¬ 
structing arches from their western neighbours the Romans, 
whose empire formed the western limit of the Persian do¬ 
minion in the days of the Sassanides. The Tauk Kesra is 
a vast building of nearly 300 feet in lengt h, by 160 in depth, 
having in the centre a vaulted hall , ahout 90 or 100 feet in 
height to the top of the arch, whose span is more than 80 
feet. Its walls are of a degree fully proportioned to the 
weight of the superstructure, the piers of the vault being 25 
feet thick, and the front wall 19£ feet. It is void of elegance, 
and gives the idea of a barbarous imitation of Grecian arch¬ 
itecture. 

It may be here stated, on the authority of Sir Williffm 
Ousely, (Travels, vol. ii. p. 280, n. 67,) that two Americans 
lately climbed up, with much difficulty, to the summit of its 
I lofty walls, and found some remains of Indian teak-wood, 
(the most durable of all timber) which had been used in the 
construction, and was still perfectly sound, though nigh 1300 
years old. Of this thav took a piece to Bombay, where it 
was examined by an English gentleman, from whom Sir 
William learned "the circumstance. This fact proves the 
existence of a commercial communication with India by sea 
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SECTION II.— music. 


It is no wonder, if, in a country like Asia, addicted 
to pleasures, to luxury, and to voluptuousness, music, 
which gives the chief zest to such enjoyments, was 
in hit'll esteem and cultivated with great application. 
The°very names of the principal styles ol ancient 
music, which the modern has still preserved, namely, 
the Doric, Phrygian, Lydian, Ionian, and iEolian, suf¬ 
ficiently indicate the place where it had its origin; or 
at least, where it was improved and brought to perfec¬ 
tion. We learn from Holy Scripture, 1 that in Laban’s 
time instrumental music was much in use in the coun¬ 
try where he dwelt, that is, in Mesopotamia; since, 
among the other reproaches he makes to his son-in- 
law Jacob, he complains, that, by his precipitate flight, 
he had put it out of his power to conduct him and h;s 
family loith mirth aiid icithsong-s, with tablet and with 
harp. Amongst the booty that Cyrus ordered to be set 
apart for his uncle Cyaxaree, 2 mention is made of two 
female musicians, 3 very skilful in their profession, who 
accompanied a lady of Susa, and were taken prisoners 
with her. 

To determine to what degree of perfection music 
was carried by the ancients, is a question which very 
much puzzles the learned. It is the harder to be de¬ 
ckled, because to determine justly upon it, it seems 
necessary we should have several pieces of music com¬ 
posed by the ancients, with their notes, that we might 
examine it both with our eyes and our ears. But, 
unhappily, it is not with music in this respect as with 
ancient sculpture and poetry, of which we have so 
many noble monuments remaining; whereas, on the 
contrary, we have not any one piece of their compo¬ 
sition in the other science, by which we can form a 
certain judgment, and determine whether the music 
of the ancients was as perfect as ours. 

It is generally allowed, that the ancients were ac¬ 
quainted with the triple symphony, that is, the har¬ 
mony of voices, that of instruments, and that of voices 
and instruments in concert. 

It is also agreed, that they excelled in what relates 
to the rhyihmus . What is meant by rhythnnis, is the 
assemblage or union of various times in music, which 
are joined together with a certain order, and in certain 
proportions. To understand this definition, it is to be 
observed, that the music we are here speaking of was 
always set aod sung to the words of certain verses, 
in which the syllables were distinguished into long 
and short; that the short syllable was pronounced as 
quick again as the long; that therefore the former was 
reckoned to make up but one time, whilst the latter 
made up two; and consequently the sound which an¬ 
swered to this, was to continue twice as long as the 
sound which answered to the other; or, which is the 
same thing, it was to consist of two times, or measures, 
whilst the other comprehended but one; that the verses 
which were sung consisted of a certain number of feet 
formed by the different combination of these long and 
short syllables; and that the rbytbmus of the song 
regularly followed the march of these feet. As these 
feet, of what nature or extent soever, were always di¬ 
vided into equal or unequal parts, of which the former 
was called elevation or raising; and the latter 

depression or falling: so the rhythmus of the 
song, which answered to every one of those feet, was 
divided Into two parts equally or unequally, by what 
we now call a beat , and a rest or intermission. The 
scrupulous regard the ancients had to the quantity of 
their syllables in their vocal music, made their rhyth¬ 
mus much more perfect and regular than ours: for our 
poetry is not formed upon the measure of long and 
short syllables; but nevertheless a skilful musician 
amongst us may in some sort express, by the length 
of their sounds, the quantity of every syllable. This 
account of the rhythmus of the ancients I have copied 

during the rei^n of that monarch from whose name the ruin 
has received iis present appellation. It is probable that it 
was conveyed by water up the Shalul-Arab and the Tigris to 
Al-Modoin or Cicsiphon, where Khosru erected this large 
and massy palace.] 

1 Ocn.’xxxi. 27. * Cyrop. I. iv. p. 113. 
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from one of the dissertations of Monsieur Burette; 
which I have done for the benefit of young students, 
to whom this little explanation may be of great use 
for the understanding of several passages in ancient 
authors. I now return to my subject. 

The principal point ir dispute among the learned, 
concerning the music of the ancients, is to know 
whether they understood music in several parts, that 
is, a composition consisting of several parts, and im 
which all those different parts form each by itself a 
complete piece, and at the same time have a harmo¬ 
nious connexion, as in our counter-point whether sim¬ 
ple or compounded. 

If the reader be curious to know more concerning 
this matter, and whatever else relates to the music of 
the ancients, I refer him to the learned dissertations 
of the ahove-mentioned M. Burette, inserted in the 
3d, 4th, and 5th volumes of the Memoirs of the Royal 
Academy of Belles Lettres; which show the profound 
erudition and exquisite taste of that writer. 


SECTION III.— physic. 

We likewise discover in those early times the origin 
of Physic, the beginnings of which, as of all other arts 
and sciences, were very rude and imperfect. Herodo¬ 
tus, 4 and after him Strabo, observe, that it was a ge¬ 
neral custom among the Babylonians to expose their 
sick persons to the view ot passengers, in order to 
learn of them, whether they had been afflicted with the 
same distemper, and by what remedies they had been 
cured. From hence several people have pretended 
that physic is nothing else but a conjectural and expe¬ 
rimental science, entirely resulting from observations 
made upon the nature of different diseases, and upon 
such things as are conducive or prejudicial to health. 
It must be confessed, that experience will go a great 
way; but that alone is not sufficient. The famous 
Hippocrates made great use of it in his practice, but 
he did not entirely rely upon it. The custom in these 
days was,® for all persons that bad been sick, and were 
cured, to put up a tablet in the temple of ^Esculapius, 
wherein they gave on account of the remedies that had 
restored them to their health. That celebrated physi¬ 
cian caused all these inscriptions and memorials to be 
copied out, aud derived great advantage from them. 

Physic was, even in the time of the Trojan war, in 
oreat use and esteem. 6 iEsculapius, who flourished at 
that time, is reckoned the inventor of that art, and had 
even then brought it to great perfection by his profound 
knowledge in botany, by his great skill in medicinal 
preparations and chirurgical operations: for in those 
days these several branches were not separated from 
one another, but were all included together under one 

P1 The two sons of jEsculapius,? Podalirius and Ma- 
chaon, who commanded a certain number of troops at 
the siege of Troy, were no less excellent physicians 
than brave officers; and rendered as much service to 
the Grecian army by their skill in medicine, as they did 
by their courage and conduct in their military capa¬ 
city. Nor did Achilles himself,* nor even Alexander 
the Great in after-times, think the knowledge of this 
science improper for a general, or beneath his digni¬ 
ty. On the contrary he learnt it himself of Chiron, the 
centaur, and afterwards instructed bis friend Patroclns 
in it, who did not disdain to exercise the art, in heal¬ 
ing the wound of Eurypylus. This wound he healed 
by the application of a certain root, which immedi¬ 
ately assuaged the pain and stopped the bleeding. 
Botany, or that part of physic which treats of herbs 
and plants, was very much known, and almost the 
only branch of the science used in those early times. 
Virgil, speaking of a celebrated physician, 9 who was 
instructed in his art by Apollo himself, seems to confine 
that profession to the knowledge o£ simples: Scire 
pot estates kerbarum usumque medenai maluit. It was 
nature herself that offered those innocent aud salutary 
remedies, and seemed to invite mankind to make use 


4 Herod. I. i. c. ID7. Strab. 1. xvi. p. 746. 
e riin. 1. x.xix. c. I. Strab. 1. viii. p. 374. 
c Piod.!. v. p. 341. 1 Bom. Iliad. 1. x. v. 821—847. 

s Plut. in Alex. p. CG8. » JEn. 1. xii-v. 3 f J6. 
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of them. Their gardens, 1 fields, and woods, supplied 
them gratuitously with an infinite plenty and variety. 
As yet no use was made of minerals, 2 treacles, and 
other compositions, since discovered by closer and 
more inquisitive researches into nature. 

Pliny says, 3 that physic which had been brought by 
JEsculapius into great reputation about the time of the 
Trojan war, was soon after neglected and lost, and lay 
in a manner buried in darkness till the time of the 
Peloponnesian war, then it was revived by Hippo¬ 
crates, and restored to its ancient honour and credit. 
This may be true with respect to Greece; but in Persia 
we find it to have been always cultivated, and conse¬ 
quently held in great reputation. The great Cyrus, 4 
as is observed by Xenophon never failed to take a cer¬ 
tain number of excellent physicians along with him in 
the army, rewarding them very liberally, and treating 
them with particular regard. He farther remarks, 
that in this, Cyrus only followed a custom that had 
been anciently established among their generals: and 
he also informs us that the younger Cyrus acted in 
the same manner. 5 * 

It must nevertheless be acknowledged, that it was 
Hippocrates, who carried this scie.nce to its highest 
perfection. And though it be certain that several ini- 

} movements and new discoveries have been made since 
ils time, yet is he still looked upon by the ablest phy¬ 
sicians, as the first and chief master of that art, and as 
the person whose writings ought to be the chief study 
of tnose that would distinguish themselves in that 
profession. 

Men thus qualified, who, to the study of the most 
celebrated physicians, as well ancient as modern, as 
also to the knowledge they have acquired of the vir¬ 
tues of simples, the principles of natural philosophy, 
and the constitution and contexture of human bodies, 
have added a long practice and experience, together 
with their own serious reflections; such men as these, 
in a well-ordered state, deserve to be highty rewarded 
and distinguished, as the Holy Spirit itself signifies to 
us in the sacred writings: The skill of the physician 
shall lift up his head; and in the sight of great men he 
shall be in admiration , -6 since all their labours, lucu¬ 
brations, and watchings, are devoted to the people’s 
health, which of all human blessings is the dearest 
and most valuable. And yet this blessing is what 
mankind are the least careful to preserve. They do 
not only destroy it by riot and excess, but through a 
blind credulity they foolishly intrust it with persons of 
no credit or experience, 7 who impose upon them by 
their impudence and presumption, or seduce them by 
their llattering assurances of infallible recovery. 

SECTION IV.— ASTRONOMY. 

However desirous the Grecians were to be es¬ 
teemed the authors and inventors of all arts and sci¬ 
ences, they could never absolutely deny the Babylo¬ 
nians the honour of having laid the foundations of 
astronomy. The advantageous situation of Babylon, 8 
which was built upon a wide extensive plain, where 
no mountains bounded the prospect; the constant 
clearness and serenity of the air in that country, so 
favourable to the free contemplation of the heavens; 
perhaps also the extraordinary height of the tower of 
Babel, which seemed to be intended for an observa¬ 
tory; all these circumstances were strong motives to 
engage this people to a more nice observation of the 
various motions of the heavenlv bodies, and the regu¬ 
lar course of the stars. The Abbe Renaudot, 9 in his 
dissertation upon the sphere, observes, that the plain 


i Plin. 1. xxvi. c. i. a Id. 1. xxiv. c. 1. 

* Lib. xxiv. e. 9. 

* Cyrop. 1. i. p. 29, and 1. viii. p. 212. 

* Dc exped. Cyr. 1. ii. p. 311. 

« Ecnlus. xxxviii. 3. 

7 Palam est, ut quisque inter istosloqu^ndo polleat, impe- 

rutorem illico vitas nostras necisque fieri—Adeo blanda cst 

eperandi pro so ouiqne dnlcodo. Pirn. 1. xxix. c. 1. 

■ Principio Assvrii propter planitiem magnitudinemque 

regionum qnas innolebant, rumecplum ex omni parte patens 

et apertum intuerentur trajectiorio.s motusque stellarum ob- 

aervaverunt. Cic. lib. i. de Dii'in. n. 2. 

* Memoirs of the Academy des Relies Lcttres, v. 1. part 

ii, page 3. 
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which in Scripture is called Shinar, and in which 
Babylon stood, is the same as is called by the Arabi¬ 
ans Sinjar, where the caliph Almamon, the seventh of 
the Habbassides, in whose reign the sciences began to 
flourish among the Arabians, caused the astronomical 
observations to be made, which for several ages direct¬ 
ed all the astronomers of Europe; and that the sultan 
Gelaleddin Melikschah, the third of the Seljukides, 
caused similar observations to be made near 300 years 
afterwards in the same place: from whence it appears, 
that this place was always reckoned one of the pro- 
perest in the world for astronomical observations. 

The ancient Babylonians could not have carried 
theirs to any great perfection for want of the help of 
telescopes, which are of modern invention, and have 
greatly contributed of late years to render our astro¬ 
nomical researches more perfect and exact. What¬ 
ever they w T ere, they have not come down to us. Epi- 
genes, a grave and credible author, according to Pliny, 
speaks of observations made for the space of 720 
years, 10 and imprinted upon squares of brick; which, 
if it be true, must reach back to a very early antiqui¬ 
ty. Those of which Callisthenes, 11 a philosopher in 
Alexander’s train, makes mention, and of which he 
gave Aristotle an account, include 1903 years, and con¬ 
sequently must commence very near the deluge, and 
the time of Nimrod’s building the city of Babylon. 

We are certainly under great obligations, which we 
ought to acknowledge, to the labours and curious in¬ 
quiries of those who have contributed to the discovery 
or improvement of so useful a science; a science, not 
only of great service to agriculture and navigation, by 
the knowledge it gives us of the regular course of the 
stars, and of the wonderful, constant, and uniform pro¬ 
portion of days, months, seasons, and years, but even 
to religion itself; with which, as Plato shows, 12 * the 
study of that science has a very close and necessary 
connexion; as it directly tends to inspire us with great 
reverence for the Deity, who, with infinite wisdom, 
presides over the government of the universe, and is 
present and attentive to all our actions. But at the 
same time we cannot sufficiently deplore the misfor¬ 
tune of those very philosophers, who although by their 
successful application and astronomical inquiries, 15 
they came very near the Creator, were yet so unhap¬ 
py as not to find him, because they did not serve and 
adore him as they ougbtto do, nor govern their actions 
by the rules and directions of that divine model. 

SECTION V.— judicial astrology. 

As to the Babylonian and other Eastern philoso¬ 
phers, the study of the heavenly bodies was so far from 
leading them, as it ought to have done to the know¬ 
ledge of Him who is both their Creator and Ruler, that 
for the most part it carried them into impiety, and the 
extravagances of judicial astrology. So we term that 
deceitful and presumptuous science, which teaches to 
judge of things to come by the knowledge of the stars, 
and to foretell events by the situation of the planets, 
and by their different aspects; a science justly looked 
upon as madness and folly by all the most sensible 
writers among the pagans themselves. O deliration - 
em incredibilem! cries Cicero, 14 in refuting the extra¬ 
vagant opinions of those astrologers, frequently called 
Chaldeans, from the country that first gave rise to 
this science; who, in consequence of the observations 
made, as they affirmed, by tneir predecessors upon all 
past events, for the space only of 470,000 years, pre¬ 
tended to know assuredly, by the aspect ana combina¬ 
tion of the stars and planets at the instant of a child’s 
birth, what would be his genius, temper, manners, the 
constitution of his body, his actions, and in a word, all 
the events and the duration of his life. He exposes 
a thousand absurdities of this opinion, the very ridi¬ 
culousness of which should excite contempt; and 


Plin. hist. nat. 1. vii. e. 56. 
ii Porphyr. apud Simplie. in. 1. ii. de ccelo. 
i5 In Ep'inom. p. 989—992. 

i3 Magna industria, mupna solertia ; sed ibi Creatorera 
scrutati 6unt positum non longe a se, et non invenerunt— 
quia qurcrere neglexerunt. August, de verb. Evan. J\Iattk: 
Scrm. Ixviii. c. I. 

»* Lib. ii. de Div. n. 87. 99. 
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asks, why of all that vast number of children that are 
born in the same moment, and without doubt exactly 
under the aspect of the same stars, there are not two 
whose lives and fortunes resemble each other? He 
puts this farther question, whether that great number 
of men that nerisned at the battle of Cannae, and died 
of one and tne same death, were all born under the 
same constellations? 

It is hardly credible, that so absurd an art, founded 
entirely upon fraud and imposture, fraudulentissima 
arlium , as Pliny calls it, 1 should ever acquire so much 
credit as this has done, throughout the whole world 
and in all ages. What has supported and brought 
it into so great vogue, continues that author, is the 
natural curiosity men have to penetrate into futurity, 
and to know beforehand the things that are to befal 
them: JYullo non avidofuiura de se scicndi; attended 
with a superstitious credulity, which finds itself agree- 
ahly flattered by the pleasing and magnificent promi¬ 
ses of which those fortune-tellers are never sparing. 
Jta blandissimis desideratissimisque promissis addi-- 
dit vires religionis , ad quas maxbne etiamnum cali- 
gat humanum genus. 

Modern writers, 2 and among others two of our 
greatest philosophers, Gassendi and Rohault, have 
inveighed against the folly of that pretended science 
with the same energy', ana have demonstrated it to be 
equally void of principles and experience. 

As for its principles. The heaven, according to 
the system of astrologers, is divided into twelve equal 
parts; which parts are taken not according to the 
poles of the world, but according to those of the zo¬ 
diac. These twelve parts or portions of heaven, have 
each of them its attribute, as riches, knowledge, pa¬ 
rentage, and so of the rest: the most important and 
decisive portion is that which is next under the hori¬ 
zon, and which is called the ascendant, because it is 
ready to ascend and appear above the horizon, when a 
man comes into the world. The planets are divided 
into the propitious, the malignant, and the mixed: the 
aspects of these planets, which are only certain dis¬ 
tances from one another, are likewise either happy or 
unhappy. I say nothing of several other hypotheses, 
which are all equally fanciful; and I ask, whether any 
man of common sense can accede to them upon the 
bare word of these impostors, without any proofs, or 
even without the least shadow of probability 7 The 
critical moment, and that on which all their predic¬ 
tions depend, is that of the birth. And why not as 
well the moment of conception? Why have the stars 
no influence during the nine months of pregnancy? Or 
is it possible, considering the incredible rapidity' of the 
heavenly bodies, always to be sure of hitting the ^> r £. 
cise, determinate moment, without the least variation 
of more or less, which is sufficient to overthrow all? 
A thousand other objections of the same kind might 
be made, which are altogether unanswerable. 

As for experience, (hey have still less reason to flat¬ 
ter themselves with having that on their side. This 
can only consist in observations founded upon events 
that have always come to pass in the same manner, 
whenever the planets were found in the same situa¬ 
tion. Now it is unanimously agreed by all astrono¬ 
mers, that several thousands of years must pass, before 
any such situation of the stars as they would imagine, 
can twice happen: and it is very certain, that the 
state in which the heavens will be to-morrow, has 
never yet been since the creation of the world. The 
reader may consult the two philosophers above-men¬ 
tioned, particularly Gassendi, who has more copiously 
treated this subject. But such, and no better, are the 
foundations upon which the whole structure ofjudicial 
astrology is built. 

But what is astonishing, and argues an absolute 
subversion of all reason is, that certain free-thinkers, 
who obstinately' harden themselves against the most 
convincing proofs of religion, and who refuse to believe 
even the clearest and most certain prophecies upon 
the word of God, do sometimes give entire credit to 
the vain predictions of these astrologers and impostors 


1 Plin. Prarpm. lib. xxx. 

’ Gassendi Pliys. Eect. ii.l, G, Rohault Pliys. par. ii. ch.27. 


St. Austin, in several passages of his writings, in¬ 
forms us that this stupid and sacrilegious credulity is 
a just chastisement from God, 3 who frequently' pun- 
isheth the voluntary blindness of men, by inflicting a 
still greater blindness; and who suffer evil spirits, 
that they may keep their servants still faster in their 
nets, sometimes to foretell things which do really come 
to pass, but of which the expectation very often serves 
only' to torment them. 

God, who alone foresees future contingencies and 
events, because he alone is the sovereign disposer and 
director of them, does often in Scripture 4 laugh to 
scorn the ignorance of the so-much-boasted Babylo¬ 
nish astrologers, calling them forgers of lies and false¬ 
hoods. He moreover defies all their false gods to fore¬ 
tell any thing w hatsoever, and consents if they do, that 
they snould be worshipped as gods. Then addressing 
himself to the city ofBabylon, he particularly declares 
all the circumstances of the miseries with which she 
shall be overwhelmed above 200 years after that pre¬ 
diction; while none of her prognosticators, who nad 
flattered her with the assurances of her perpetual gran¬ 
deur, which they pretended to have read m the stars, 
should be able to avert the judgment, or even to fore¬ 
see the time of its accomplishment. Indeed, how 
should they? since at the very time of its execution, 
when Belshazzar, 5 the last king of Babylon, saw a hand 
come out of the wall and write unknown characters 
thereon, the Magi, the Chaldeans, the soothsayers, 
and, in a word, ail the pretended sages in the country, 
were not able so much as to read the writing. Here 
then we see astrology and magic convicted of ignorance 
and impotence, in tne very place where they were most 
in vogue, and on an occasion when it was certainly 
their interest to display all their science and power. 

ARTICLE IY. 

RELIGION. 

The most ancient and general idolatry in the world, 
was that wherein the sun and moon were the objects 
of divine worship. This idolatry ivas founded upon a 
mistaken gratitude; which, instead of ascending up to 
the Deity, stopped short at the veil which concealed 
him, while it indicated his existence. With the least 
reflection or penetration they might have discerned the 
Sovereign who commanded, from the minister 6 who 
did but obey. 

In all ages mankind have been sensihly convinced 
of the necessity of an intercourse between God and 
man: and adoration supposes God to be both atten¬ 
tive to wnn’s desire;? emu capable of fulfilling them. 
But the distance of the sun a’ffl. 4 is an ob¬ 

stacle to this intercourse. Therefore foolish men en¬ 
deavoured to remedy this inconvenience, by iaying 
their hands upon their mouths, 7 and then lifting them 
up to those false gods, in order to testify that they 
would be glad to unite themselves to them, but that 
they could not. This was that impious custom so pre¬ 
valent throughout all the east, from w'hich Job esteem¬ 
ed himself happy to have been preserved: When I 


3 His omnibus eonsideratis, non immerito credilur, cum 
astrologi mirabiliter multa vera respondent, occulta instine- 
tu fieri spirituum non bonorum, quorum rura est has falsas 
et nnxias opiniones de astralibus fans insercre humanis men- 
tibus atque firmare, non horoscopi notaii et inspecti aliqua 
arte, quae nulla est. De Civ. Dei. 1. v. c. 7. 

4 Therefore shall evil cume upon thee, thou shalt not know 

from whence it riseth : and mischief shall fall upon thee, thou 
shalt not be able to put it off : and desolation shall come up¬ 
on thee suddenly, which thou shalt not know. Stand now 
with thine enchantments, and with the multitude of thy sor¬ 
ceries, wherein thou hast laboured from thy youLh; if so ho 
thou shalt be able to profit, if so be thou mayest prevail. 
Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now 
the astrologers, tha star-gazers, the prognosticators, stand 
up, and save thec from theso things that, shall come upon 
thee. Behold, they shall bo as stubhle: the fire shall hum 
them : they shall not deliver themselves from the power of 
the flame. Isa. xlvii. 11—M. « Dan. v. 

e Among the Hebrews, the ordinary name for the sun sig¬ 
nifies minister. 

i Supers/itiosvs vulgus mavum ori admovens, osenhim 
lahiis press'd. Minuc. p. 2. From thence is come, the word 
adorare; that is to say, ad os manum admovere, 
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beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking in 
brightness: my heart hath not been secretly enticed, 
nor my mouth kissed my handd 

The Persians adored the sun, 2 and particularly the 
rising sun, with the profoundest veneration. To him 
they dedicated a magnificent chariot, with horses of 
the greatest beauty and value, as we have seen in Cy¬ 
rus’s stately cavalcade. (This same ceremony was 
practised by the Babylonians; from whom some im¬ 
pious kings of Judah borrowed it 3 and brought it into 
Palestine.) Sometimes they likewise sacrificed oxen 
to this god, who was very much known amongst them 
by the name of Mithra. 

By a natural consequence of the worship they paid 
to the sun, they likewise paid a particular veneration 
to fire, 4 always invoked it first in their sacrifices, 5 
carried it with great respect before the king in all his 
marches; intrusted the keeping of their sacred fire, 
which came clown from heaven, as they pretended, to 
none but the Magi; and would have looked upon it 
as the greatest of misfortunes, if it had been suffered 
to go out. History informs us, 6 that the emperor He- 
raclius, when he was at war with the Persians, de¬ 
molished several of their temples, and particularly 
the chapel in which the sacred fire had been preserved 
until that time, which occasioned great mourning and 
lamentation throughout the whole country. The 
Persians likewise honoured the water, 7 the earth, and 
the winds, as so many deities. 

The cruel ceremony of making children pass through 
the fire, was undoubtedly a consequence of the wor¬ 
ship paid to that element: for this fire-worship was 
common to the Babylonians and Persians. The Scrip¬ 
ture positively says of the people of Mesopotamia, who 
were sent as a colony into the country of the Sama¬ 
ritans, that they caused their children to pass through 
thcjirc. It is well known how common this barbar¬ 
ous custom became in many provinces of Asia. 

Besides these, 6 the Persians had two gods of a very 
different nature, namely, Oromasdes and Arinianius. 
The former they looked upon as the author of all tbe 
blessings and good things that happened to them; and 
the latter as the author of all the evils wherewith they 
were afflicted. I shall give a fuller account of these 
deities hereafter. 

The Persians erected neither statues, nor temples, 
nor altars, to their gods; 9 but offered their sacrifices 
in the open air, and generally on the tops of hills, or 
on high places. It was in the open fields that Cyrus 
acquitted himself of that religious duty, 10 when he 
made the pompous and solemn procession already 
spoken of. It is supposed to have been through the 
advice and instigation of the Magi, 11 that Xerxes, the 
Persian king, burnt all the Grecian temples, esteem¬ 
ing it injurious to the majesty of the Deity to shut him 
up within walls, to whom all things are open, and to 
whom the whole world should be reckoned as a house 
or a temple. 

Cicero thinks, 12 that in this the Greeks and Romans 
acted more wisely than the Persians, in that they erect¬ 
ed temples to their gods within their cities, and there¬ 
by assigned them a residence in common with them¬ 
selves, which was well calculated to inspire, the peo- 
gle with sentiments of religion and piety. Varro was 
not of the same opinion (St. Austin has preserved that 
passage of his works:) 13 After having observed, that 
the Romans had worshipped their gods without sta¬ 
tues for above 170 years, he adds, that if they had still 
preserved their ancient custom, their religion would 


i Tlie text is in the form of an oath, If I beheld. &c. Job , 
xxxi. 2(>, 27. a Herod. 1. i. e. 131. 

3 2 Kings, xxiii. 11. Strab. 1. xv. p 732. * Ibid. 

» Xenoph. Cyrop. 1. viii. p. 215. Am. Mar. 1. xxiii. 

<s Zonar. Annal. vol. ii. ’ flerod. 1. i. e. 131. 

e Pint, in l b. de Isid. et Osirid. p. 369. 

9 Herod. 1 i. c. 131. w Cyrop. 1. viii. p. 233. 

11 Anctoribus Ma:?is Xerxes infiammasse templa Grfeei® 
dieitur, quod parietibus ineluderent deos, quibns omnia de> 
berent esse patentia ae libera, quorumque hie mundus omnis 
templum rsset et domus. Cic. 1. ii. de Legib . 

‘9 Melius Gra?ei atque nostri, qui ut auverent pietatern 
in deos. easdem illos urhes, quas nos, inoolere voluerunt. 
Adl'ert enira base opinio rcligionem utilora eivitatibus. Jb. 
43 Lib. iv. de Civ. Dei, n. 31. 


have been the purer and freer from corruption: Quod 
si adhuc mansisset , castiiis dii observarentur; and 
he strengthens his opinion by the example of the 
Jewish nation. 

The laws of Persia suffered no man to confine the 
motive of his sacrifices to any private or domestic in¬ 
terest. This was a fine way of attaching all private 
individuals to the public good, by teaching them that 
they ought never to sacrifice for themselves alone, but 
for the king and the whole state, wherein every man 
was comprehended with the rest of his fellow-citizens. 

The Magi, in Persia, were the guardians of all the 
ceremonies relating to divine worship; and it was to 
them the people had recourse, in order to be instructed 
therein, and to know on what day, to what gods, and 
after what manner, they were to offer their sacrifices. 
As these Magi were all of one tribe, and as none but 
the son of a priest could pretend to the honour of the 
priesthood, they kept all their learning and knowledge, 
whether in religious or political concerns, to them¬ 
selves and their families; nor was it lawful for them 
to instruct any stranger in these matters, without the 
king’s permission. It was granted in favour of The- 
mistocles, 14 and was, according to Plutarch, a partic¬ 
ular effect of the prince’s great consideration for him. 

This knowledge and skill in religious matters which 
made Plato define magic, or the learning of the Magi, 
the art of worshipping the gods in a becoming manner, 
dts>v gave the Magi great authority both 

with the prince and people, who could offer no sacri¬ 
fice without their presence and ministration. 

It was even requisite that the king, 15 before he came 
to the crown, should have received instruction for a 
certain time from some of (he Magi, and have learned 
of them both the art of reigning, and that of worship¬ 
ping the gods after a proper manner. Nor did he de¬ 
termine any important affair of the state, when he was 
upon the throne, without first consulting them; for 
which reason Pliny says, 16 that even in his time they 
were looked upon in all the Eastern countries as the 
masters and directors of princes, and of those who 
styled themselves the kings of kings. 

They were, the sages, the philosophers, and men of 
learning, in Persia; as the Gymnosophists and Brach- 
mans were amongst the Indians, and the Druids among 
the Gauls. Their great reputation made people come 
from the most distant countries to be instructed by 
them in philosophy and religion; and we are assured 
it was from them that Pythagoras borrowed the prin¬ 
ciples of that doctrine, by which he acquired so much 
veneration and respect among the Greeks, excepting 
only the tenet of transmigration, which he learned of 
the Egyptian?, and by which he corrupted and debased 
the ancient doctrine of the Magi concerning the im¬ 
mortality of the soul. 

It is generally agreed, that Zoroaster was the origi¬ 
nal author and founder of this sect; but authors are 
considerably divided in their opinions about the time 
in which he lived. What Pliny says upon this head 
may reasonably serve to reconcile that variety of opin¬ 
ions, 17 ns is very judiciously observed by Dr. Prideaux. 
We read in that author that there were tw'O persons 
named Zoroaster, between whose lives there might 
be the distance of 600 years. The first of them was 
the founder of the Magian sect, about the year of the 
world 2900; and the latter, who certainly flourished 
between the beginning of Cyrus’s reign in tbe East, 
and the end of Darius’s, son of Hystaspes, was the 
restorer and reformer of it. 

Throughout all the Eastern countries, idolatry was 
divided into two principal sects; that of the Sabian3, 
who adored images; and that of the Magi, who wor¬ 
shipped fire. The former of these sects had its rise 
among the Chaldeans, who, from their knowledge of 
astronomy, and their particular application to the stu- 


14 In Them. p. 126. 

Neo quisquam rex Fersarum potest esse, qui non ante 
Magorum diseiplinam scientiamque pereeperit. Cic . de 
JDiviv. 1. i. n. 91. 

16 In tantum fastigii adolevit (auctoritas Magorun) nt 
hodieque etiam in magna parte gentium prevaleat, in 
oriente regain regitms imperit. Plin. 1 xxx. c: 1. 

Hist. Nat. 1. xxx. e. 1, 
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dy of the seven planets, which they believed to be in¬ 
habited by as many intelligences, who were to those 
orbs, what the soul of man is to his body, were indu¬ 
ced to represent Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, Mer¬ 
cury, Venus, and Diana, or the Moon, by so many 
images, or statues, in which they imagined those pre¬ 
tended intelligences, or deities, were as really present 
os in the planets themselves. In time, the number of 
their gods considerably increased: this image-wor¬ 
ship from Chaldea spread itself throughout all the 
East; from thence passed into Egypt; and at length 
came among the Greeks, who propagated it through 
all the western nations. 

To this sect of the Sabians was diametrically oppo¬ 
site that of the Magi, which also took its rise in the 
same Eastern countries. As the Magi held images in 
utter abhorrence, they worshipped God only underthe 
form of fire; looking upon that, on account of its pu¬ 
rity, brightness, activity, subtilty, fecundity, and in¬ 
corruptibility, as the most perfect symbol of the Deity. 
They began first in Persia, and there and in India 
were the only places where this sect was propagated, 
and where they have remained even to this day. 1 Their 
chief doctrine was, that there were two principles; 
one the cause of all good, and the other the cause of all 
evil. The former is represented by light, and the other 
by darkness, as their truest symbols. The good god 
they named Yazdan and Ormuzd, and the evil god 
Ahraman. The former is by the Greeks called Oro* 
masdes, and the latter Arimanius. And therefore 2 
when Xerxes prayed that his enemies might always 
resolve to banish their best and bravest citizens, as the 
Athenians had Theniistocles, he addressed his prayer 
to Arimanius, the evil god of the Persians, and not to 
Oromasdes, their good god. 

Concerning these two gods, they had this differ¬ 
ence of opinion; that whereas some held both of them 
to have been from all eternity; others contended that 
the good god only was eternal, and the other was 
created. But they both agreed in this, that there will 
be a continual opposition between these two, till the 
end of the world; that then the good god shall over¬ 
come the evil god, and that from thenceforward each 
of them shall have his peculiar world; that is, the 
good god, his world with all the good; and the evil 
god, his world, w'ith all the wdeked. 

The second Zoroaster, who lived in the time of 
Darius, undertook to reform some articles in the reli¬ 
gion of the Magian sect, w hich for several ages had 
been the predominant religion of the Medes and Per¬ 
sians; but which, since the death of Smerdis who 
usurped the throne, and his chief confederates, and 
the massacre of their adherents and followers, had 
fallen into great contempt. It is thought this reform¬ 
er made his first appearance in Ecbatana. 

The chief reformation he made in the Magian reli- 
ion w r as, that whereas before they had held as a fun- 
amcntal tenet the existence of two supreme princi¬ 
ples; the first light, which was the author of all good; 
and the other darkness, the author of all evil; and 
that of the mixture of these two, as they were in a 
continual struggle with each other,'all things were 
made; he introduced a principle superior to them 
both one supreme God, who created both light and 
darkness; and who out of these two principles, made 
all other things according to his ow*n will and pleasure. 

But, to avoid making God the author of evil, his 
doctrine was, that there was one supreme Being, 
independent and self-existing from all eternity: that 
under him there were two angels; one the angel of 
light, who is the author of all good; and the other the 


* [Among the ancient Magi were three degrees of priests, 
ordinary priests, overseers of these, and on archimagus, or 
head of the Magi, who was held to ho successor of Zoroas¬ 
ter, and is termed the supreme Pontiff of the Magian failh. 
These in the Pehlevi language or old Persian, were styled 
Magh, i. c. Magus ; Mubad superintendent, and Mubad Ma¬ 
gadan or high priest. Ilyde, Relijr, Vet. Pers. chap, xxviii. 
p.348. IiOrd, in his account of the Parsee religion, calls 
them by the names of Daroos, Herboods, and Disteeooa. In 
more modern times, the priests of the Parsecs at Bombay and 
Surat, are called Desatirs.] 

* Plut. in Themist. p. 12G. 
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angel of darkness, who is the author of all evil: that 
these two, out of the mixture of light and darkness, 
made all things that are: that they are in a perpetual 
struggle with each other; and that where the angel of 
light prevails, there good reigns: and that where the 
angel of darkness prevails, there evil takes place: that 
this struggle shall continue to the end of the world; 
that then there shall be a general resurrection and a 
day of judgment, wherein all shall receive a just retri¬ 
bution according to their works; after which the angel 
of darkness and his disciples shall go into a world of 
their own, where they shall suffer in everlasting dark¬ 
ness the punishment of their evil deeds; and the angel 
of light and his disciples shall also go into a world of 
their own, where they shall receive in everlasting light 
the reward due unto their good deeds; that after this 
they shall remain separate for ever, and light and 
darkness be no more mixed together to all eternity. 
And all this the remainder of that sect, which still 
subsist in Persia and India, do, without any variation 
after so many ages, still hold even to this day. 

It is needless to inform the reader, that almost all 
these tenets, though altered in many circumstances, 
do in general agree with the doctrine of the Holy 
Scriptures; with which it plainly appears the two 
Zoroasters were well acquainted, it being easy for 
both of them to have had an intercourse or personal 
acquaintance with the people of God: the first of 
them in Syria, where the Israelites had been long set¬ 
tled; the latter at Babylon, to which place the same 
people were carried captive, and where Zoroaster 
might have converse with Daniel himself, who was in 
very great power and credit in the Persian court. 

Another reformation, made by Zoroaster in the an¬ 
cient Magian religion, was, that he caused temples to 
be built, wherein their sacred fire wns carefully and 
constantly preserved; w T hich he pretended himself to 
have brought down from heaven. Over this the priests 
kept a perpetual watch night and day, to prevent its 
being extinguished. 

Whatever relates to the sect or religion of the Ma- 
gians, the reader will find very largely and learnedly 
treated in Dean Prideaux’s Connexion of the Old and 
New Testament, &c. from whence I have taken only 
a short extract. 

Their Marriages and the Manner of Burying the 
Dead . 

Having said so much of the religion of the Eastern 
nations, w'hich is an article I thought myself obliged 
to enlarge upon, because I look upon it as an essen¬ 
tial part of their history, I shall be forced to treat of 
their other customs with the greatest brevity. Amongst 
which, the marriages and burials are too material to 
he omitted. 

There is nothing more horrible, 3 or that gives us a 
stronger idea of the profound darkness into which 
idolatry had plunged mankind, than the public pros¬ 
titution of women at Babylon, which was not only 
authorised by law, but even commanded by the reli¬ 
gion of the country, upon a certain annual festival, 
celebrated in honour of the goddess Venus,under the 
name of Mylitta, whose temple by means of this in¬ 
famous ceremony, became a brothel or place of de¬ 
bauchery. This wicked custom was still in being 4 
and veiy prevalent when the Israelites were carried 
captive to that criminal city; for which reason the 
prophet Jeremiah thought fit to caution and admonish 
them against so scandalous an abomination. 

Nor had the Persians any better notion of the dig¬ 
nity and sanctity of the matrimonial institution than 
the Babylonians. I do not mean only with regard to 
that incredible multitude of wives and concubines, with 
which their kings filled their seraglios, 3 and of which 
they were as jealous as if they had had but one w'ife, 
keeping them all shut up in separate apartments un¬ 
der a strict guard of eunuchs, without suffering them 
to have any communication with one another, much 
less with persons without doors.. It strikes one with 
horror to read how far they carried their neglect and 


* Herod. 1. i. c. 199; 

* Baroch. vi. 42, 43. 


« Herod, l.c, 145. 
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contempt of the most common laws of nature. 1 Even 
incest with a sister was allowed amopgst them by 
their laws, or at least authorised by their Magi, those 
pretended sages of Persia, as we have seen in the his¬ 
tory of Cambyses. Nor did even a father respect his 
own daughter, or a mother the son of her own body. 
We read in Plutarch, 2 that Parysatis, the mother of 
Artaxerxes Mnemon, who strove in all things to please 
the king her son, perceiving that he had conceived a 
violent^passion for one of his own daughters, called 
Atossa, was so far from opposing his unlawful desire, 
that she herself advised him to marry her, and make 
her his lawful wife, and laughed at the maxims and 
laws of the Grecians, which taught the contrary. For , 
says she to him, carrying her flattery to a monstrous 
excess, arc not you yourself set by God over the Per¬ 
sians, as the only law and rule of what is becoming or 
unbecoming , virtuous or vicious? 

This detestable custom continued till the time of 
Alexander the Great, who, being become master of 
Persia, by the overthrow and death of Darius, made 
an express law to suppress it. These enormities may 
serve to teach us from what an abyss the Gospel has 
delivered us; and how weak a barrier human wisdom 
is of itself against the most extravagant and abomina¬ 
ble crimes. 

I shall finish this article by saying a word or two 
upon their manner of burying the dead. It was not 
the custom of the Eastern nations, 3 and especially of 
the Persians, to erect funeral piles for the dead, and 
consume their bodies in the flames. Accordingly 4 we 
find that Cyrus, 5 when he was at the point ot death, 
took care to charge his children to inter his body, and 
to restore it to the earth; that is the expression he 
makes use of; by which he seems to declare, that he 
looked upon the earth as the original parent, from 
whence he sprung, and to which he ought to return. 
And when Cambyses had ofl'ered a thousand indigni¬ 
ties to the dead body of Amasis, kjng of Egypt, 6 he 
thought he crowned all by causing it to be burnt, 
which was equally contrary to the Egyptian and Per¬ 
sian manner of treating the dead. It was the custom 
of the latter to wrap up their dead in wax, 7 in order 
to keep them the longer from corruption. 

I thought proper to give a fuller account in this 
lace of the manners and customs of the Persians, 
eranse the history of that people will take up a great 
part of this work, and because I shall sayito more on 
that subject in the sequel. The treatise of Barnabas 
Brisson,’ 8 president of the parliament of Paris, upon 
the government of the Persians, has been of great use 
to me. Such collections as these, when they are made 
by able hands, save a writer a great deal of pains, and 
furnish him with erudite observations, which cost him 
little, and yet often do him great honour. 

ARTICLE V. 

THE CAUSES OF THE DECLENSION OF THE PERSIAN 

EMPIRE, AND OF THE CHANGE THAT HAPPENED 

IN THEIR MANNERS. 

When we compare the Persians, as they were be¬ 
fore Cyrus and during his reign, with what they were 
afterwards in the reigns of his successors, we can 
hardly believe they were the same people; and we 
see a sensible illustration of this truth, that the de¬ 
clension of manners in any state is always attended 
with that of empire and dominion. 

Among many other causes that brought about the 
declension of the Persian empire, the four following 


t Philo, lib. de Special, leg. p. 773. Diog. Laer. in Proem, 

p. f>. a In Art ax. p. 1023. 

3 Ilcrod. 1. iii. c. 16. * Cyrop. 1. viii. p. 233. 

® Ac mihi quidem antiquissimum sepulture genus id fuis- 

se virletur, quo npud Xenophontcm Cyrus utitur. Redditur 
cnim terra' corpus, et ita locatum ac situm quasi operimento 
matria obducilur. Cic. lib. ii. de leg. n. 56. 

6 ilcrod. I. iii. c. 16. 

* Condiunt Egyptii mortuns, et cos domi servant: Persae 
jam enru circumlilos condiunt., ut quam maxime permane- 
ant. diuturna corpora. Cic. Tusciil. Qnarst. lib. i. n. 108. 

8 Barnab. Brissonius de regio Persarum principatu, &c. 

JIrgentorati, 1710. 
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may be looked upon as the principal: Their excessive 
magnificence and luxury; the abject subjection and 
slavery of the people; the bad education of their 
princes, which was the source of all their irregulari¬ 
ties; and their want of faith in the execution of their 
treaties, oaths, and engagements. 

SECTION I.— -LUXURY AND MAGNIFICENCE. 

WHAT made the Persian troops in Cyrus’s time to 
be looked upon as invincible, was the temperate and 
hard life to which they were accustomed from their 
infancy, having nothing but water for their ordinary 
drink, bread and roots for their food, the ground, or 
something as hard, to lie upon, inuring themselves to 
the most painful exercises and labours, and esteeming 
the greatest dangers as nothing. The temperature 
of the country where they were born, which was rough, 
mountainous, and woody, might somewhat contribute 
to their hardiness; for which reason Cyrus would 
never consent to the project of transplanting them 
into a more mild and agreeable climate. 9 The excel¬ 
lent education bestowed upon the ancient Persians, 
of which wc have already given a sufficient account, 
and which was not left to the humours and caprice of 
parents, but was subject to the authority and direction 
of the magistrates, and regulated upon principles of 
the public good; this excellent education prepared 
them for observing, in all places and at all times, a 
most exact and severe discipline. Add to this, the 
influence of the prince’s example, who made it his 
ambition to surpass all his subjects in regularity, was 
the most abstemious and sober in his manner of life, the 
plainest in his dress, the most inured and accustomed 
to hardships and fatigues, as well as tlie bravest and 
most intrepid in the time of action. What might not 
be expected from soldiers so formed and so trained 
up? By them therefore we find Cyrus conquered a 
great part of the world. 

After all his victories he continued to exhort his 
army and people not to degenerate from their ancient 
virtue, that they might not eclipse the glory they had 
acquired, but carefully preserve that simplicity, so¬ 
briety, temperance, and love of labour, which were 
the means by which they had obtained it. But I do not 
know, whether Cyrus himself did not at that very 
time sow the first seeds of that luxury, which soon 
overspread and corrupted the whole nation. In that 
august ceremony, which we have already described at 
large, and on which he first showed himself in public 
to his new-conquered subjects, he thought proper, in 
order to heighten the splendour of his regal dignity, 
to make a pompous display of all the magnificence 
and show, that was best calculated to dazzle the eyes 
of the people. Among other things he changed his 
own apparel, as also that of his officers, giving them all 
garments made after the fashion of the Medes, richly 
shining with gold and purple, instead of their Persian 
clothes, which were very plain and simple. 

This prince seemed to forget how much the conta¬ 
gious example of a court, the natural inclination all 
men have to value and esteem what pleases the eye 
and makes a fine show, the anxiety they have to dis¬ 
tinguish themselves above others by a false merit, 
easily attained in proportion to the degrees of wealth 
and vanity a man has above his neighbours; he forgot 
how capable all this together was of corrupting tha 
purity of ancient manners, and of introducing by de¬ 
grees a general, predominant taste for extravagance 
and luxury. 

This luxury and extravagance rose in time to such 
an excess, as was little better than downright mad¬ 
ness. 10 The prince carried all his wives along with 
him to the wars; and with what an equipage such o 
troop must be attended, is easy to judge. All his 
generals and officers followed his example, each in 
proportion to his rank and ability. Tbeir pretext for 
so doing was, that the sight of what they held most 
dear and precious in the world, would encourage them 
to fight with the greater resolution; but the true rea¬ 
son was the love of pleasure, by which they were 


3 Plut. in Apophth. p. 172< 
Xen. Cyr. 1. iv. p. 91—99. 
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overcome and enslaved, before they came to engage 
with the enemy. 

Another instance of their folly was, that even in the 
army they carried their luxury and extravagance with 
respect to their tents, chariots, and tables, to a greater 
excess, if possible, than they did in their cities. The 
most exquisite meats, 1 the rarest birds, and the cost¬ 
liest dainties, must needs be found for the prince in 
what part of the world soever he was encamped. They 
had their vessels of gold and silver without number; 
instruments of luxury, 2 says a certain historian, not 
of victory, proper to allure and enrich an enemy, but 
not to repel or defeat him. 

I do not see what reason Cyrus could have for 
changing his conduct in the last years of his life. It 
must be owned, indeed, that the station of kings re¬ 
quires a suitable grandeur and magnificence, which 
may on certain occasions be carried even to a degree 
of pomp and splendour. But princes possessed of a 
real and solid merit, have a thousand ways of com¬ 
pensating what they seem to lose by retrenching some 

E art of their outward state and magnificence. Cyrus 
imself had found by experience, that a king is more 
sure of gaining respect from his people by the wisdom 
of his conduct than by the greatness of his expenses; 
and that affection and confidence produce a closer 
attachment to his person than a vain admiration of 
unnecessary pomp and grandeur. Be this at will, Cy¬ 
rus’s last example became very contagious. A taste for 
pomp and expense first prevailed at court, then spread 
itself into the cities and provinces, and in a little time 
infected the whole nation, and was one of the princi- 

{ ial causes of the ruin of that empire, which he himself 
lad founded. 

What is here said of Ihe fatal effects of luxuiy, is 
not peculiar to the Persian empire. The most judi¬ 
cious historians, the most learned philosophers, and 
the profoundest politicians, all lay it down as a certain, 
indisputable maxim, that whenever luxury prevails, it 
never fails to destroy the most flourishing states and 
kingdoms; and the experience of all ages, and all na¬ 
tions, does but too clearly demonstrate the truth of 
this maxim. 

What then is that subtle, secret poison, that thus 
lurks under the pomp of luxury and the charms of plea¬ 
sure, and is capable of enervating at the same time 
both the whole strength of the body, and the vigour of 
the mind'? It is not very difficult to comprehend why 
it has this terrible effect. When men are accustomed 
to a soft and voluptuous life, can they be very fit for 
undergoing the fatigues and hardships of war? Are 
they qualified for suffering the rigour of the season; 
for enduring hunger and thirst; for passing whole 
nights without sleep upon occasion: for going through 
continual exercise and action; for facing danger and 
despising death? The natural effect of voluptuous¬ 
ness and delicacy, which are the inseparable compan¬ 
ions of luxury, is to render men subject to a multitude 
of false wants and necessities, to make their happiness 
depend upon a thousand trifling conveniences and su¬ 
perfluities, which they can no longer be without, and 
to give them an unreasonable fondness for life, on ac* 
count of a thousand secret ties and engagements that 
endear it to them, and which by stifling in them the 
great motives of glory, of zeal for their prince, and love 
for their country, render them fearful and cowardly, 
and hinder them from exposing themselves to dangers, 
which may in a moment deprive them of all those 
things wherein they place their felicity. 

SECTION II.— THE ABJECT SUBMISSION AND SLA¬ 
VERY OF THE PERSIANS. 

We are told by Plato, that this was one of the causes 
of the declension of the Persian empire. And indeed 
what contributes most to the preservation of states, 
and renders their arms victorious, is not the number, 
but the vigour and courage of their armies; and as it 
was finely said by one of the ancients; 3 from the day 


* * Sencc. 1. iii. de Ira, c. 20. 

* Non belli sed luxurke apparatum—Aciem Persarum 
auro purpuraque fulgenlura iniueri jubebat Alexander, prae- 
dam, non arma gestantem. Q. Curt. 

* Horn. Odyss. P. v. 322. 
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a man loscth his liberty , he loscth one half of his an¬ 
cient virtue. He is no longer concerned for the pros¬ 
perity of the state, to which he looks upon himself as 
an alien; and having lost the principal motives of his 
attachment to it, he becomes indifferent to the success 
of public affairs, to the glory or welfare of his coun¬ 
try, in which his circumstances allow him to claim no 
share, and by which his own private condition is not 
altered nor improved. It may truly be said that the 
reign of Cyrus was a reign of liberty. That prince 
never acted in an arbitrary manner; nor did he think, 
that a despotic power was worthy of a king; or that 
there was any great glory in ruling an empire of 
slaves. His tent was always open; and free access 
was allowed to every one that desired to speak to him. 
He did not live retired, but was visible, accessible, 
and affable to all; heard their complaints, and with 
his own eyes observed and rewarded merit; invited to 
his table not only the generals of his army, not only 
the principal officers, but even subalterns, and some¬ 
times whole companies of soldiers. The simplicity 
and frugality of his table made him capable of giving 
such entertainments frequently. 4 * Ills aim was to 
animate his officers and soldiers, to inspire them with 
courage and resolution, to attach them to his person 
rather than to his dignity, and to make them warmly 
espouse his glory, and still more the interest and pros¬ 
perity of the state. This is what may truly be called 
the art of governing and commanding. 

In reading Xenophon, we observe with pleasure, 
not only those fine turns of wit, that justness and in¬ 
genuity in their answers and repartees, that delicacy 
in jesting and raillery; but at the same time that ami¬ 
able cheerfulness and gayety w hich enlivened their en¬ 
tertainments, from which all pomp and luxury were 
banished, and in which the principal seasoning was a 
decent and becoming freedom, that prevented all con¬ 
straint, and a kind offamiliarity which was so far from 
lessening their respect for the prince, that it gave such 
a life and spirit to it, as nothing but a real affection 
and tenderness could produce. I may venture to say, 
that by such a conduct as this a prince doubles and 
trebles his army at a small expense. Thirty thousand 
men of this sort are preferable to millions of such 
slaves as these very Persians became afterwards. In 
time of action, on a decisive day of battle, this truth 
is most evident, and the prince is more sensible of it 
than anybody else. At the battle of Thy mbra, when 
Cyrus’s* * horse fell under him, Xenophon takes notice 
ot what importance it is to a commander to be loved 
by his soldiers. The danger of the king’s person be¬ 
came the danger of the army; and his troops on that 
occasion gave incredible proofs of their courage and 
bravery. 

Things were not carried on in the same manner, 
under the greatest part of his successors. Their only 
care was to support the pomp of sovereignty. I must 
confess, their outward ornaments and ensigns of roy¬ 
alty did not a little contribute to that end. A purple 
robe richly embroidered, and hanging down to their 
feet, a tiara, worn upright on their heads, and encircled 
by a superb diadem, a golden sceptre in their hands, 
a magnificent throne, a numerous and splendid court, 
a multitude of officers and guards; these things must 
needs conduce to heighten the splendour ot royalty; 
but all this, when this is all, is of little or no value. 
What is the king in reality, who loses all his merit 
and his dignity when he puts off his ornaments? 

Some of the Eastern kings conceiving that they 
‘should thereby procure the greater reverence to their 
persons, generally kept themselves shut up in their 
palaces, and seldom showed themselves to their sub¬ 
jects. We have already seen that Dejoces, the first 
king of the Medes, at his succession to the throne, 
introduced this policy, which afterwards became very 
common in all the Eastern countries. But it is a great 
mistake, to imagine that a prince cannot descend from 
his grandeur, by a sort of familiarity, without debas¬ 
ing or lessening his greatness. Artaxerxcs did not 
think so; and Plutarch observes, 6 that that prince, 

* Tanias vires habet frugalitas Principi3, ut lot impen* 

diis, tol erogalionibus sola sufficiat. Plin. in Pancg. Traj . 

6 In Artax. p. 1013. 
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and queen Statira, his wife, took a pleasure in being 
visible and of easy access to their people; and by so 
doing were but the more respected. 

Among the Persians no subject whatsoever was 
allowed to appear in the king’s presence without 
prostrating himself before him; and this law, which 
Seneca with good reason calls a Persian slavery, 1 Per - 
sicam servitutem , extended also to foreigners. We 
shall find afterwards, that several Grecians refused 
to comply with it, looking upon such a ceremony as 
derogatory to men born and bred in the bosom of 
liberty. Some of them, less scrupulous, did submit 
to it, but not without great reluctance; and we are 
told, that one of them in order to cover the shame of 
such a servile prostration, purposely let fall his ring 
when he came near the king, 2 that he might have 
occasion to bend his body on another account. But 
it would have been criminal for any of the natives of 
the country to hesitate or deliberate about a homage, 
which the kings exacted from them with the utmost 
rigour. 

What the Scripture relates of two sovereigns, 3 * 
whereof the one commanded all his subjects on pain 
of death, to prostrate themselves before his image; 
and the other under the same penalty suspended all 
acts of religion, with regard to all the gods in gene¬ 
ral, except to himself alone; and on the other hand, 
of the ready and blind obedience of the whole city of 
Babylon, who ran altogether on the first signal to 
bend the knee before the idol, and to invoke tne king 
exclusively of all the powers of heaven: all this shows 
to what an extravagant excess the Eastern kings 
carried their pride, and the people their flattery and 
servitude. 

So great was the distance between the Persian king 
and his subjects, that the latter, of what rank or qual¬ 
ity soever, whether satrapae governors, near relations, 
or even brothers to the king, were looked upon only 
as slaves; whereas the king himself was always con¬ 
sidered, not only as their sovereign lord and absolute 
master, but as a kind of divinity. In a word,4 the 
peculiar character of the Asiatic nations, and of the 
Persians more particularly than any other, was servi¬ 
tude and slavery; which made Cicero say, 5 that the 
despotic power which some were endeavouring to 
establish m the Roman commonwealth, was an insup¬ 
portable yoke, not only to a Roman, but even to a 
Persian. 

It was therefore this arrogant haughtiness of the 
princes on one hand, and the abject submission of the 
people on the other, which according to Plato, 6 were 
the principal causes of the ruin of the Persian empire, 
by dissolving all the ties wherewith a king is united 
to his subjects, and the subjects to their king. Such 
a haughtiness extinguishes all affection and humanity 
in the former; and such an abject state of slavery 
leaves the people neither courage, zeal, nor gratitude. 
The Persian kings governed omy by threats and me¬ 
naces, and the subjects neither obeyed nor marched, 
but with unwillingness and reluctance. This is the 
idea Xerxes himself gives us of them in Herodotus, 
where that prince is represented as wondering how 
the Grecians, who were a free people, could go to 
battle with a good will and inclination. How could 
any thing great or noble be expected from men, so 
dispirited and depressed by habitual slavery as the 
Persians were, and reduced to such an abject servi¬ 
tude; which, to use the words of Longinus? is a kind 
of imprisonment, wherein a man’s soul may be said 
in some sort to grow little and contracted. 

I am unwilling to say it; but I do not know, whether 
the great Cyrus himself did not contribute to intro¬ 
duce among the Persians both that extravagant pride 
in their kings, and that abject submission and flattery 
in the people. It was in that pompous ceremony, 
which I have several times mentioned, that the Per¬ 
sians, (till then very jealous of their liberty, and very 
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far from being inclined to make a shameful prostitution 
of it by any mean behaviour or servile compliances) 
first bent the knee before their prince, and stooped 
to a posture of adoration. Nor was this an effect of 
chance; for Xenophon intimates clearly enough, that 
Cyrus, 8 who desired to have that homage paid to him, 
had appointed persons on purpose to begin it; whose 
example was accordingly followed by the multitude. 
In these little tricks and stratagems, we no longer 
discern that nobleness and greatness of soul which 
had ever been conspicuous in that prince till this occa¬ 
sion: and I should be apt to think, that being arrived 
to the utmost pitch of glory and power, he could no 
longer resist those violent attacks wherewith pros¬ 
perity is always assaulting even the best of princes, 
secundce res sapicntium animos fatigant ; 9 and that at 
last pride and vanity, which are almost inseparable 
from sovereign power, forced him, and in a manner 
tore him, from himself and his own naturally good in¬ 
clinations; Vi dominationis co nvulsus et mutatus . 10 

SECTION III.— THE WRONG EDUCATION OF THEIR 

PRINCES ANOTHER CAUSE OF THE DECLENSION 

OF THE PERSIAN EMPIRE. 

It is Plato still, 11 the prince of philosophers, who 
makes this reflection; and we shall find, if we nar¬ 
rowly examine the fact in question, how solid and 
judicious it is, and how inexcusable Cyrus’s conduct 
was in this respect. 

Never had any man more reason than Cyrils to be 
sensible how highly necessary a good education is to 
a young prince. He knew the whole value of it with 
regard to himself, and had found all the advantages 
of it by his own experience. What he most earnestly 
recommended to his officers, 12 in that fine discourse 
which he made to them after the taking of Babylon, 
in order to exhort them to maintain the glory and 
reputation they had acquired, was to educate their 
children in the same manner as they knew they were 
educated in Persia, and to preserve themselves in the 
practice of the same manners as were observed there. 

Would one believe, that a prince, who spoke and 
thought in this manner, could ever have entirely ne¬ 
glected the education of his own children? Yet this is 
what happened to Cyrus. Forgetting that he was a 
father, ana employing himself wholly about his con¬ 
quests, he left that care entirely to women, that is, 
to princesses, brought up in a country where pomp, 
luxury, and voluptuousness reigned in the highest 
degree; for the queen, his wife was of Media. And 
in the same taste and manner were the two young 
princes, Cambyses and Smerdis, educated. Nothing 
they asked was ever refused them: all their desires 
were anticipated. The great maxim was, that their 
attendants should cross them in nothing, never con¬ 
tradict them, nor ever make use of reproofs or remon¬ 
strances with them. No one opened his mouth in 
their presence, but to praise and commend what they 
said and did. Every one cringed and stooped and 
bent the knee hefore them; and it was thought essen¬ 
tial to their greatness to place an infinite distance 
between them and the rest of mankind, as if they had 
been of a different species from them. It is Plato that 
informs us of all these particulars; for Xenophon, pro- 
hably to spare his hero, says not one word of the man¬ 
ner in which these princes were brought up, though 
he gives us so ample an account of the education of 
their father. 

What surprises me the most is, that Cyrus did not, 
at least, take them along with him in nis last cam 
paigns, in order to draw them out of that soft and 
effeminate course of life, and to instruct them in the 
art of war; for they must needs have been of sufficient 
years: but perhaps the women opposed his design, 
and overruled him. 

Whatever the obstacle was, the effect of the educa¬ 
tion of these princes was such as might he expected 
from it. Cambyses came out of that school what he 
is represented in history, an obstinate and self-con- 
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ecited prince, full of arrogance and vanity, abandoned 
to the most scandalous excess of drunkenness and 
debauchery, cruel and inhuman, even to the causing 
of his own’brother to be murdered in consequence of 
a dream; in a word, a furious frantic madman, who 
by his ill conduct brought the empire to the hrink of 
destruction. 

His father, says Plato, left him at his death vast pro¬ 
vinces, immense riches, with innumerable forces by 
sea and land; but he had not given him the means of 
preserving them, by teaching him the right use of such 
power. 

This philosopher makes the same reflections with 
regard to Darius and Xerxes. The former not being 
tlie son of a king, had not been brought up in the same 
effeminate manner as princes were; but ascended the 
throne with a long habit of industry, great temper and 
moderation, a courage little inferior to that of Cyrus, 
by which he added to the empire almost as many pro¬ 
vinces as the other had conquered. But he was no 
better a father than he, and reaped no benefit from 
the fault of his predecessor in neglecting the educa¬ 
tion of his children. Accordingly, his son Xerxes 
was little better than a second Cambyses. 

From all this, Plato, after having shown what num¬ 
berless rocks and quicksands, almost unavoidable, lie 
in the way of persons bred in the arms of wealth and 

f reatness, concludes, that one principal cause of the 
eclension and ruin of the Persian empire was the bad 
education of their princes; because those first exam¬ 
ples had an influence upon, and became a kind of rule 
to, all their successors, under whom every thing still 
degenerated more and more, till at last their luxury 
exceeded all bounds and restraints. 

SECTION IV.— THEIR BREACH OF FAITH AND 
WAIST OF SINCERITY. 

We are informed by Xenophon, 1 that one of the 
causes both of the great corruption of manners among 
the Persians, and of the destruction of their empire, 
was the want of public faith. Formerly, says he, the 
king, and those that governed under him, thought it 
an indispensable duty to keep their word, and inviola¬ 
bly to observe all treaties into which they had entered, 
with the solemnity of an oath; and that even with 
respect to those that had rendered themselves most 
unworthy of such treatment, through their perfidious¬ 
ness and insincerity; and it was by this sound policy 
and prudent conduct, that they gained the absolute 
confidence, both of tbeir own subjects, and of all their 
neighbours and allies. This is a very great encomium 
given by the historian to the Persians, which undoubt¬ 
edly belongs chiefly to the reign of the great Cyrus; 
though Xenophon applies it likewise to that of the 
younger Cyrus, 2 whose grand maxim was, as he tells 
us, never to violate his faith upon any pretence what¬ 
soever, with regard either to any word he had given, 
any promise made, or any treaty he had concluded. 
These princes had a just idea of the regal dignity, 
and.rightly judged, that if probity and truth were 
banished from the rest of mankind, they ought to find 
a sanctuary in the heart of a king; who, being the 
bond and centre, as it were, of society, should also be 
the protector and avenger of faith engaged; which is 
the very foundation on which the other depends. 

. Such sentiments as these, so noble and so worthy 


of persons born for government, did not last long. A 
false prudence, and a spurious artificial policy, soou 
succeeded in their place. Instead of faith, probity, 
and true merit, says Xenophon, 3 which heretofore the 
prince used to cherish and distinguish, all the chief 
offices of the court began to be filled with those pre¬ 
tended zealous servants of the king, who sacrificed 
every thing to his humour and supposed interests; 
who hold it as a maxim, 4 that falsehood and deceit, 
perfidiousness and perjury, if boldly and artfully put 
in practice, are the shortest and surest expedients to 
give success to his enterprises and designs; who look 
upon a scrupulous adherence in a prince to his word, 
and to the engagements into which he has entered, as 
an efleet of-pusillanimity, incapacity, and want of un¬ 
derstanding; and whose opinion, in short; is, that a 
man is unqualified for government, if he does not pre¬ 
fer considerations of state, before the exact observa¬ 
tion of treaties, though concluded in never so solemn 
and sacred a manner. 

The Asiatic nations, continues Xenophon, soon 
imitated their prince, who became their example and 
instructor in double-dealing and treachery. They 
soon gave themselves up to violence, injustice, and 
impiety: and from thence proceeds that strange alter¬ 
ation and difference we find in their manners, as also 
the contempt they conceived'for their sovereigns, 
which is both the natural consequence aud usual pun¬ 
ishment of the little regard princes pay to the most 
sacred and awful solemnities of religion. 

Surely the oath by which treaties are sealed and 
ratified, and the Deity invoked not only as present, but 
as guarantee of the conditions stipulated, is a most 
sacred and august ceremony, very proper for the sub¬ 
jecting of earthly princes to the supreme Judge of hea¬ 
ven and earth, who alone is qualified to judge them; 
and for the keeping of all human majesty within the 
bounds of its duty, by making it appear before the 
majesty of God, in respect of which it is as nothing. 
Now, if princes will teach their people not to stand 
in fear of the Supreme Being, how shall they be able 
to secure their respect and reverence for themselves? 
When once that fear comes to be extinguished in the 
subjects as well as in the prince, what will become of 
fidelity and obedience, and on what foundation will 
the throne be established? Cyrus had good reason to 
say, 5 that he looked upon none as good servants and 
faithful subjects, but such as had a sense of religion, 
and a reverence for the Deity: nor is it at all astonish¬ 
ing that the contempt which an impious prince who 
has no regard to the sanctity of oaths, shows of God 
and religion, should shake the very foundations of the 
firmest and best established empires, and sooner or 
later occasion their utter destruction. Kings, says 
Plutarch, 6 when any revolution happens in their do¬ 
minions, are apt to complain bitterly of their subjects* 
unfaithfulness and disloyalty : but they do them 
wrong; and forget that it was themselves who gave 
them the first lessons of their disloyalty, by showing 
no regard to justice and fidelity, which on all occa¬ 
sions they sacrificed without scruple to their own par¬ 
ticular interests. 


* Cyrop. 1. viii. p. 239. 
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OF all the countries of antiquity, none Rave been 
so highly celebrated, or furnished history with so ma¬ 
ny valuable monuments and illustrious examples, as 


Greece. In w hat light soever she is considered, whe¬ 
ther for the glory of her arms, the wisdom of her laws 
or the study and improvement of arts and sciences, 


t [Greece, in its most extensive sense, as including Alba¬ 
nia and Macedonia, is bounded on the north by a e.haio of 
mountains anciently called Rhodope, Scomius, and Orbetus, 
which separate it from Scrvia and Bulgaria ; on the west by 
the Adriatic, and Ionian seas; on the south by the Mediter¬ 
ranean; and on the east hy the Aegean sea or Archipelago. 
As it is washed by the sea on all sides but the north, where 
it is connected with the provinces mentioned above, it may 
be justly termed a peninsula, of which Peloponnesus, or the 
Morea, connected with it by the isthmus of Corinth, forms 
the southern part. Its utmost extent from north to south, 
or from the Scardian mountains to the promontory of Ta> 
narus, now Cape Matapan, the southernmost point of the 
Morea, is 6 degrees 30 minutes—namely, from 42. 40. north 
lat. to 36. 10. do. or 450 English miles. From east to west, 
or from-the mouth of the ancient Strymon or the modern 
Karasu, in 23. 48. east long, of London, to that of the Drinus 
or Drino, in 19. 45. east long, is G degrees 3 minutes, or 183 
geographical, or 213 English miles. But if we extend the 
eastern boundary to the month of the river Ncstus or Nesto, 
opposite the isle of Thasos, in 24. 40. east long., 52 gcogra- 

E hical or CO English miles must be added, so that its whole 
readth on its northern frontier will he 273 English miles. 
The breadth is however very unequal: between the gulphs 
of Salonichi and Valona, it is considerably narrower; and 
between those of Arta and Zciton, the width does not exceed 
100 English miles. 

Within the limits stated above, including the tract be¬ 
tween the Strymon and the Nestus, and the island of Eu¬ 
boea or the modern Negropont, hut exclusive of all its other 
islands, Greece contains an area of 57,750 English miles. If 
to these be added 1,000 square miles for the Cyclades, the 
sum total will be 58,750 English miles, which is almost ex¬ 
actly the area of England, or double that of Scotland, with 
its dependent isles. Tbc area of Greece, as including Atti¬ 
ca, Euboea, Baotia, Pbocis, Doris, Elolia, Aearnania. Thes¬ 
saly, and Magnesia, measured on D'Anville’s map, which is 
pronounced by Sir William Gell, a very competent, judge, to 
De the most accurate of any that have been constructed since, 
comprehends 14,800 English square miles. Peloponnesus or 
the Morea, which included seven distinct political States, 
has an area of 8,950 such miles. Epirus and Albania, in¬ 
cluding the basin of the Drino, occupy a surface of 16,000 
English square miles. Macedonia, 18.000 square miles, and 
the Cyclades 1,000. Total 58,750. 

During the period of Grecian independence, however, all 
these territories were never united into one political body, 
nor formed one consolidated government—nor was ever their 
combined force directed to the prosecution of one common 
object. Those communities, whose brilliant achievements in 
war, philosophy, or arts, raised the Grecian name so high, 
possessed but very small portions of territory, as will be 
seen from the following tablo measured on D’Anville’s 


map:— 

English square miles. 
Attica, including Megara and Salamis, but 

not Euboea,---1,190 

Fceotia,... 1,530 

Laconia (without Messenia,').- 1,720 

Acbaia (the 12 cities with their territories,)-—— 1,140 


The celebrated mountain Olympus was considered not 
merely as the loftiest summit in Greece; but even in the 
opinion of the ancient geometricians, as the highest eleva¬ 
tion of the globe. Its height, we are informed, was accu¬ 
rately measured by the philosopher Xenagoras, and found to 
bo ten stadia and a plethrum, or nearly 7,000 English feet. 
This is somewhat more than the elevation assigned to it in 
the Mcmoires de rAcademic des Sciences, by John Bcrnou- 
lea, where it is given at 1,017 toises, or 6,512 English feet. 
The misfortune is, that in these measurements no mention 
is mado of a fixed base, to enable us to judge of the accuracy 
of the calculations. Snow is said to lie frequently on certain 
parts of Olympus during the whole year. The ascent, how¬ 
ever, is perfectly practicable in the summer season ; us 
Sonnini himself visited its summit from Salonica during that 
season ; and a small Greek chapel has even been constructed 
near the top, where service is performed once a year, with 
a singular contrast to the old mythology of the spot. The 
monastery of St. Dionysius, on the eastern side, is the high¬ 
est habitation on the mountain. Its elevation has been pro¬ 
digiously exaggerated by the poets, who descrihed it as the 
throne of Jupiter, and the habitation of the Gods. Hence 
Jupiter was denominated the Rector Olympi, or Ruler of 
Olympus, in the Pagan Thculogy. 

The famed Parnassus seems to bo regarded by Clark® and 
Holland as tho loftiest summit in Greece—nay, by the for¬ 
mer it is considered as one of the highest in Europe. It is 
amazing how Clarke could either say or think so; as it does 
not enter the region of constant congelation, and cannot 
therefore be half the elevation of Mounts Rosa and Blanc, or 
the Ortelcr Horn. Ho ascended it in the month of Decem¬ 
ber, and reached the summit after consuming 4£ hours only, 
in the journey from the village of Arracovia. This villago 
is indeed pretty high up the mountain ; three hours distant 
from Delphi at its foot. But as the road frum the latter to 
the former is an easy ascent, with a number of windings, it 
is plain that the elevation cannot be very great. The sum¬ 
mit was a plain in the bottom of aerator, containing a largo 
pool of water, then frozen over. The sides of this crater, 
rising in ridges around this plain, are the most elevatod 
points of Parnassus. 

The ridge of Helicon lies to the S. E. of Parnassus, being 
separated from it by the plain of Livadia. Its form is re¬ 
markably picturesque and graceful, and such as might fit it 
to the imagination as the abode of the Muses, when they 
quitted the loftier heights of Pindus and Parnassus. -It pos¬ 
sesses the grandeur of height and steepness; but it is a gran- 
den r softened to the eye by the figure of the cliffs and inter¬ 
vening hollows—by the woods which still cover them as in 
ancient times—and by the heautiful slopes connecting tho 
cliffs with the subjacent plains. It is embellished with tho 
epithets of Great and Divine hy Hesiod ; and Virgil calls it 
poetically the Jlganippean and the' Aonian mount—the for¬ 
mer from the ancient inhabitants of the country. The foun¬ 
tain Aganippe and the Grove of the Muses, are stiil recog¬ 
nized in a recess of the mountain near the monastery of St. 
Nicholas. “ A more delightful spot is not to be found, says 
Clarke, “ in the romantic passes of Swisserlarid. It is sur- 
rounced on all sides by tho mountain: one small opening 
alone presenting a picturesque view of a ruined tower—upon 
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all these she carried to a high degree of perfection; 
and it may be truly said, that in all these respects she 
has in some measure been the school of mankind. 

It* is impossible not to be very much interested in 
the history of such a nation; especially when we con¬ 
sider that it has been transmitted to us by writers of 
the most consummate merit, many of whom distin¬ 
guished themselves as much by their swords as by 
their pens; and were as great commanders and able 
statesmen, as excellent historians. I confess, it is a 
vast advantage to have such men for guides; men of 
«n exquisite judgment and consummate prudence; of 
j(a refined and perfect taste in every respect; and who 
^furnish not only the facts and thoughts, as well as the 
/expressions wherewith they are to be represented; 
but what is much tuore important, the proper reflec¬ 
tions that are to accompany those facts: and which 
^ are the most useful improvements resulting from his¬ 
tory. These are the rich sources from whence I shall 
draw all that I have to sa}', after I have previously 
inquired into the first origin and establishment of the 
Grecian states. As this inquiry must be dry, and not 
capable of affording much delight to the reader, i shall 
be as brief as possible. But before I enter upon that, 
I think it necessary to draw a kind of short plan of 
the situation of the country, and of the several parts 
that compose it. 

ARTICLE I. 

A GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION OF ANCIENT 
GREECE. 

Ancient Greece, which is now the south part of 
Turkey in Europe, was bounded on the east by the 
iEgean sea, now called the Archipelago; on the south 
by the Cretan, or Candian sea; on the west by the 
Ionian sea; and on the north by Illyria and Thrace. 

The constituent parts of ancient Greece, are Epirus, 
Peloponnesus, Greece properly so called, Thessaly, 
and Macedonia. 

Epirus. This province is situate to the west, and 
divided from Thessaly and Macedonia by mount Pin- 
dus, and the Acroceraunian mountains. 

The principal inhabitants of Epirus are, the Mo- 
LOSSIANS, whose chief city is Dodona, famous for the 
temple and oracle of Jupiter. The CiiAONiANS, whose 
principal city is Oricum. The Thesprotians, whose 
city is Buthrotum, where was the palace and residence 
of Pyrrhus. The Acarnanians. whose city is Am- 
bracia, which gives its name to the gulf. Near to this 
stood Actium, famous for the victory of Augustus 
Cassar, who built over against that city, on the other 
side of the gulf, a city named Nicopolis. There were 
two little rivers in Epirus, very famous in fabulous 
story, Cocytus and Acheron. 

Epirus must have been very well peopled in former 
times; as Polybius relates, 1 that Paulus vEmilins, after 
having defeated Perseus, the last king of Macedonia, 
destroyed seventy cities in that country, the greatest 
art of which belonged to the Molossians; and that 
e carried awa} r from thence no less than 150,000 
prisoners. 

Peloponnesus. This is a peninsula, now called 
the Morea, joined to the rest of Greece only by the 
isthmus of Corinth, that is but six miles broad. It is 
well known, that several princes have attempted in 
vain to cut through this isthmus. 


an eminence in front. The air was filled with spicy odours 
from numberless aromatic plants covering the soil. A per¬ 
ennial fountain, gushing from the side of a rock, poured down 
its clear and babbling waters into the rivulet below. A thick 
grove almost concealed the mnnastery ; and every tree that 
contributed to its beauty or luxuriance appeared to be the 
wild and spontaneous produce of the mountain. Nothing 
interrupted the still silence of this solitude, but the humming 
of bees, and the sound of falling waters. As we drew near 
to the fouvtaiv, we found it covered with moss and with 
creeping plants, which spread everywhere their pendent fo¬ 
liage, hanging gracefully from the trees by which it was 
shaded. Such are the natural beauties of this rfovian bow¬ 
er. Two miles and a half distant from this, and higher up 
the mountain, was the fountain Flippoerene, fabled to have 
Fprung from the earth, when struck by the houf of Pegasus, 
or the winded steed nf Bollerophon.”] 

* Apud. Strab. 1. vii p 30?. 


The parts of Peloponnesus are ACHAIA, properly 
so called, whose chief cities are Corinth, Sic} on, Pa- 
trre, &c. Elis, in which is Olympia, called also Pisa, 
seated on the river Alphcus, upon the banks of which 
the Olympic games used to be celebrated. Messe- 
ma, in which are the cities of Messene, Pylos, the 
birth place of Nestor and Corona. Arcadia, in 
which was Cyllene.the mountain where Mercury was 
born, the cities of Tegea, Stymphalus, Mantinea, and 
Megalopolis, Polybius’s native place. Laconia, 
wherein stood Sparta, or Lacedaemon, and Amyclfe; 
mount Taygetus; the river Eurotas, and the cape of 
Tenarus. Argolis, in which was the city of Argos, 
called also Ilippinni, famous for the temple of Juno; 
Nemea, Mycenae, Nauplia, Trcczene, and Epidaurus, 
wherein was the temple of iEsculapius. 

Greece, properly so called. The principal parts 
of this country were dETCLlA, in wnich were the 
cities of Chains, Calydon, and Olenus. Doris. The 
Locri Ozola:. Naupactns, now called Lepanto, fa¬ 
mous for the defeat of the Turks in 1571. Phocis. 
Anticyra. Delphi, at the foot of mount Parnassus 
famous for the oracles delivered there. In this country 
also was mount Helicon. BcfotiA. Mount Citharon. 
Orcbomenus. Thespia. Chreronaa, illustrious as 
being 1 Plutarch’s native country. Plataa, famous for 
the defeat of Mardonius. Thebes. Aulis, famous for 
its port, from whence the Grecian army set sail for 
the siege of Troy. Leuctra, celebrated for the victory 
of Epaminondas. Attica. Megara. Eleusis. Dece- 
lia. Marathon, where Miltiades defeated the Persian 
army. Athens, whose ports were Piraeus, Munychia, 
and Phalerus. The mountain Hymettus, famous for 
its excellent honey. Locris. 

Thessaly. The most remarkable towns of this 
province were, Gomphi. Pharsalia, near which Juliu9 
Caisar defeated Pompey. Magnesia. Methone, at 
the siege of which Philip lost his eye. Thermopylae, 
a narrow strait, famous for the vigorous resistance of 
300 Spartans against Xerxes’s numerous army, and 
for their glorious defeat. Phthia. Thebes. Larissa. 
Demetrias. The delightful valleys of Tempe, near 
the banks of the river Peneus. Olvmpus, Pelion, and 
Ossa, three mountains eelebrateef in fabulous story 
for the battle of the giants. 

Macedonia. I shall mention only a few of the 
principal towns of this country. Epidamnus, or Dyr- 
raebium, now called Durazzo. Apollonia. Pella, 
the capital of the country and the native place of 
Philip, and of his son Alexander the Great. iEgas. 
Odessa. Pallene. Olynthus, from whence the Olyn- 
thiacs of Demosthenes took their name. Torone. 
Acanthus. Thessalonica, now called Salonichi. Sta- 
gira, the place of Aristotle’s birth. Amphipolis. Phi¬ 
lippi, famous for the victory gained there by Augustus 
and Antony over Brutus and Cassius. Scotussa. 
Mount Athos; and the river Strymon. 

The Grecian Isles. 

There is a great number of islands contiguous to 
Greece, that are very famous in histor} r . In the Ionian 
sea, Corcvra, with a town of the same name, now 
called Corfu. Cephalene and Zacynthus, now Che- 
phalonia and Zante. Ithaca, the country of Ulysse3, 
and Dulichium. Near the promontory Malea, over- 
against Laconia, is Cvthera. In the Saronic gulf, are 
yEgina, and Salami’s, so famous for the sea-fight 
between Xerxes and the Grecians. Between Greece 
and Asia lie the Sporades; and the Cyclades, the 
most noted of which are Andros, Delos, and Paros, 
whence the finest marble was dug. Higher up in the 
iEgean sea is Enbosa, now Negropont, separated from 
the main land by a small arm of the sea. called Euri- 
pus. The most remarkable city of this isle was Chai¬ 
ns. Towards the north is Scyrus, and a good deal 
higher Lemnos, now called Stalimene; and still far¬ 
ther, Samothrace. Lower down is Lesbos, who$<! 
principal city was Mitylene, from whence the isle ha? 
since taken the name of Metelin. Chios, now Scio, 
renowned for excellent wine; and, lastly 1 -, Samos. 
Some of these last mentioned isles are reckoned to 
belong to Asia. 

The island of Cretfl, or Candia, is the largest of all 
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the isles contiguous to Greece. It has to the north the 
iEgean sea, or the Archipelago; and t the south the 
African ocean. Its principal towns were, Gortyna, 
Cydon, Gnossus; its mountains, Dicte, Ida, and Cory* 
cus. Its labyrinth is famous over all the world. 

The Grecians had colonies in most of these isles. 

They had likewise settlements in Sicily, and in part 
of Italy towards Calabria, which places are for that 
reason called Gracia Magna. 1 

But their grand settlement was in Asia Minor, and 
particularly in iEolis, Ionia, and Doris. 2 The prin¬ 
cipal towns of JEolis are Cumae, Phocaea, Elea. Of 
Ionia, Smyrna, Clazomenae, Teos, Lebedus, Colo¬ 
phon, and Ephesus. Of Doris, Hali«arnassus and 
Cnidos. 

They had also a great number of colonies dispersed 
np and down in different parts of the world, whereof 
I shall give some account as occasion shall offer. 

ARTICLE II. 

DIVISION OF THE GRECIAN HISTORY INTO FOUR SE¬ 
VERAL AGES. 

The Grecian history may be divided into four differ¬ 
ent ages, marked out by so many memorable epochas, 
all which together include the space of2l54 years. 

The first age extends from the foundation of the 
several petty kingdoms of Greece (beginning with 
that of Sicyon, which is the most ancient) to the siege 
of Troy, and comprehends about 1000 years, namely, 
from the year of the world 1820 to the year 2820. 

The second extends from the taking of Troy to the 
reign of Darius, the son of Hystaspes, at which period 
the Grecian history begins to be intermixed with that 
of the Persians, and contains the space of 663 years, 
from the year of the world 2820 to the year 3483. 

The third extends from the beginning of the reign 
of Darius to the death of Alexander the Great, which 
is the finest part of the Grecian history, and takes in 
the term of 198 years, from the year of the world 3483 
to the year 3681. 

The fourth and last age commences from the death 
of Alexander, at which time the Grecians began to 
decline, and continues to their final subjection by the 
Romans. The epocha of the utter ruin and downfall of 
the Greeks may be dated, partly from the taking and 
destruction of Corinth by the Consul L. Mummius,in 
3858, partly from the extinction of the kingdom of the 
Seleucidas in Asia by Pompey, in the year of the 
world 3939, and of the kingdom of the Lagidas in 
Egypt by Augustus, anno man. 3974. This last age 
includes in all 293 years. 

Of these four ages, I shall in this place only touch 
upon the first two, in a very succinct manner, just to 
give the reader some general notion of that obscure 
period; because those times, at least a great part of 
them, have more of fable in them than of realJiistory, 
and are wrapt up in such darkness and obscurity, as 
are very hard, if not impossible, to penetrate; and I 
have often declared already, that such a dark and la¬ 
borious inquiry, though very useful for those that are 
anxious to make deep researches into history, does 
not come within the plan of my design. 

ARTICLE III. 

THE PRIMITIVE ORIGIN OF THE GRECIANS. 

In order to arrive at any certainty with respect to 
the first origin of the Grecian nations, we must neces¬ 
sarily have recourse to the accounts we have of it in 
Holy Scripture. 

Javan or Ion (for in the Hebrew the same letters 
differently pointed form these two different names, 3 ) 
the son of Japheth, and grandson of Noah, was cer¬ 
tainly the father of all those nations that went under 
the general denomination of Greeks, though he has 
been looked upon as the father of the Ionians only, 
which were but one particular nation of Greeks. But 
the I rebrews, theChaldeans, Arabians,and others,give 
no other appellation to the whole body of the Grecian 
nations, than that of Ionian?. And for tins reason 


Alexander, in the predictions of Daniel, 4 is mentioned 
under the name of the king of Javan. 5 

Javan had four sons, 6 Elisbah, Tarshish, Chittim, 
and Dodanim. As Javan was the original father of 
the Grecians in general, without doubt his four song 
were the heads and founders of the chief tribes and 
principal branches of that nation, which became in 
succeeding ages so renowned for arts and arms. 

Elishab is the same as Ellas, as it is rendered in the 
Chaldee translation, and the word which wag 

used as the common appellation of the whole people, 
in the same manner as the word was of the 

whole country, has no other derivation. The very an¬ 
cient city of Elis, in Peloponnesus, theElysian fields, 
the river Elissus, or Illissus, have long retained the 
marks of their being derived from Elishab, and have 
contributed more to preserve his memory, than the 
historians themselves of the nation, who were inquisi¬ 
tive after foreign affairs, and but little acquainted with 
their own original; as they had little or no knowledge 
of the true religion, and did not carry their inquiries 
so high. Upon which account, they themselves de¬ 
rived the words Hellenes and Iones from another 
fountain, as we shall see in the sequel; fori think my¬ 
self obliged to give some account of their opinions 
also in this respect. 

Tarshish was the second son of Javan. He settled, 
as his brethren did, in some part of Greece, perhapg ’ 
in Achaia, or the neighbouring provinces, as Elisbah 
did in Peloponnesus. 

It is not to be doubted but that Chittim was the fa¬ 
ther of the Macedonians, according to the authority 
of the first book of the Maccabees, 7 in the beginning 
of which it is said, that Alexander, the son of Philip 
the Macedonian, went out of his country, which was 
that of Cetthim 8 [or Chittim,] to make war against 
Darius, king of Persia. And in the eighth chapter, 
speaking of the Romans and their victories over the 
last kings of Macedonia, Philip and Perseus, 9 the two 
last mentioned princes are called kiDgs of the Chit- 
tims. 

Dodanim. It is very probable, that Thessaly and 
Epirus were the portion of the fourth son of Javan, 
The impious worship of Jupiter of Dodona, as well 
as the city Dodona 10 itself, are proofs that some re¬ 
membrance of Dodanim had remained with the peo¬ 
ple, who derived their first establishment and origin 
from him. 

This is all that can be said with any certainty con¬ 
cerning the origin of the Grecian nations. The Holy 
Scripture, whose design is notto satisfy our curiosity, 
but to nourish and improve our piety, after scattering 
these few rays of light, leaves us in utter darkness 
concerning the rest of their history: which therefore 
can be collected only from profane authors. 

If we may believe Pliny, 11 the Grecians were so 
called from the name of an ancient king, of whom 
they had but a very uncertain tradition. Plomer, in 
his poems, calls them Hellenes, Danai, Argives, and 
Achaians. It is observable, that the word Grcecus 13 
not once used in Virgil. 

The exceeding rusticity of the first Grecians would 
appear incredible, if we could call in question the tes¬ 
timony of their own historians upon that point. But 
a people so vain of their origin as to adorn it by fic¬ 
tion and fables, would never think of inventing any 
thing in its disparagement. Who would imagine that 
the people, 12 to whom the world is indebted for all her 
knowledge in literature and the sciences, should be 
descended from mere savages, who knew no other law 
than force, were ignorant even of agriculture, and fed 
on herbs and roots like the brute beasts'? And yet 
this appears plainly to be the case, from the divine 
honours they decreed to the person 13 who first taught 


* Dan. viii. 21. 

8 Hi reus caprarum rex Gr<rci(t; in the Hebre\y, rex ga- 

van. s Gen. x. 4. ’I Macc. i. 1. 

a Ecresms de terra Cethim. 

9 Philippum et Per«eum Cefheornm reiT^ro. Vrr. 5. 

10 A.'jJn’Vi) «;7c AjuJwvov tgD Ato? y. xi Euga-wits. Ste* 

plmnus. 11 Lib. iv. c. “ 

I 2 Pausan. 1. viii. p. 455, 450. 


* Sirab. 1. vi. p. 253. 


a Plin. 1. vi. c. 2. 


» Gen. x. 2. 


« Pelasgus. 
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them to feed upon acorns as a more delicate and whole¬ 
some nourishment than herbs. There was still a great 
distance from this first improvement to a state of ur¬ 
banity and politeness. Nor did they indeed arrive at 
the latter, till after a long process of time. 

The weakest were not the last to understand the 
necessity of living together in society, in order to de¬ 
fend themselves against violence and oppression. At 
first they built single houses at a distance from one 
another; the number of which insensibly increasing, 
formed in time towns and cities. But the bare living 
together in society was not sufficient to polish sueh a 
people. Egypt and Phoenicia had the honour of doing 
this. Both these nations contributed to instruct and 
civilize the Grecians, 1 by the colonies, they sent among 
them. The latter taught them navigation, writing, and 
commerce; the former, the knowledge of their laws 
and polity, gave them a taste for arts and sciences, 
and initiated them into her mysteries. 

Greece, 2 in her infant state, was exposed to great 
commotions and frequent revolutions; because, as the 
people had no settled correspondence, and no superior 
power to give laws to the rest, every thing was deter¬ 
mined by force and violence. The strongest invaded 
the lands oftheir neighbours, which they thought more 
fertile and delightful than their own, and dispossessed 
the lawful owners, who were obliged to seek new set¬ 
tlements elsewhere. As Attica was a dry and barren 
country, its inhabitants had not the same invasions 
and outrages to fear, and therefore consequently kept 
themselves in possession of their ancient territories; 
for which reason they took the name of * *6 t4%$9V£j, 
that is, men born in the country where they lived, to 
distinguish themselves from the rest of the nations, 
that had almost all transplanted themselves from place 
to place. 

Such were in general the first beginnings of Greece. 
We must now enter into a more particular detail, 
and give a brief account of the establishment of the 
several different states whereof the whole country 
consisted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

THE DIFFERENT STATES INTO WHICH GREECE WAS 
DIVIDED. 

In those early times kingdoms were but inconside¬ 
rable, and of very small extent, the title of kingdom 
being often given to a single city, with a few leagues 
of land depending upon it. 

Sicyon. The most ancient king- 
A. M. 1915. dom of Greece was that of Sicyon; 
Ant. J. C. 2089. whose beginning is placed by Eu¬ 
sebius 3 1313 years before the first 
Olympiad. Its duration is believed to have been 1000 
years. 

Argos. The kingdom of Argos, 
A. M. 2148. in Peloponnesus, began 1080 years 
Ant. J. C. 1856. before the first Olympiad, in the 
time of Abraham. The first Icing 
of it was INACHUS. His successors were, his son 
Phoroneus; Apis; Argus, from whom the country 
took its name; and after several others, GEEANOR, 
who was dethroned and expelled his kingdom by 
DANAUS, the Egyptian. The suc- 
A. M. 2530. cessors of this last were LYNCEUS, 
Ant. J. C. 1474. the son of his brother JEgyptus, who 
alone of fifty brothers, escaped the 
cruelty of the Danaides; then Abas, Proteus, and 
Acrisius. 

Of Danae, daughter to the last, wa3 born Perseus, 
who having, when he was grown up, unfortunately 
killed his grandfather Acrisius, and not being able to 
bear the sight of Argos, where he committed that in¬ 
voluntary murder, withdrew to Mycenae, and there 
fixed the seat of his kingdom. 

Mycenje. Perseus then translated the seat of the 
kingdom from Argos to Mycenae. He left several sons 
behind him; among others, Alcaeus, Sthenelus, and 
Electryon. Alcaeus was the father of Amphitryon; 


i Herod. 1. ii. c. 53.1. v. c. 5R—(IQ. Plin. 1. v. c. 12.1. vii, 
e. 5n. a Tliueyd. lib. i. p. 2. 

* Euscb. in Chroa. 


Sthenelus of Eurystheus; and Electryon of Alcmena. 
Amphitryon married Alcmena, upon whom Jupiter 
begat Hercules. 

Eurystheus and Hercules came into the world the 
same day; but as the birth of the former was by Ju¬ 
no’s management antecedent to that of the latter, 
Hercules was forced to be subject to him, and was 
obliged by his order to undertake the twelve labours, 
so celebrated in fabulous history. 

The kings who reigned at Mycenae, after Perseus, 
were, Electryon, Sthenelus, and Eurystheus. 
The last, after the death of Hercules, declared open 
war against his descendants, apprehending they might 
some time or other attempt to dethrone him; which, 
as it happened, was done by the Heraclidie; for, hav¬ 
ing killed Eurystheus in battle, they entered victorious 
into Peloponnesus, and made themselves masters of 
the country. But as this happened before the time 
determined by fate, a plague ensued, which, with the 
direction of an oracle, obliged them to quit the coun¬ 
try. Three years after this, being deceived by the am¬ 
biguous expression of the oracle, they made a second 
attempt, which likewise proved fruitless. This was 
about twenty years before the taking of Troy. 

Atreus, the son of Pelops, uncle by the mother’s 
side to Eurystheus, was the latter’s successor. And 
in this manner the crown came to the descendants of 
Pelops, from whom Peloponnesus, which before was 
called Apia, derived its name. The bloody hatred of 
the two brothers, Atreus and Thyestes, is known to 
all the world. 

PusTHENES, the son of Atreus, succeeded his fa¬ 
ther in the kingdom of Mycenae, which he left to his 
son Agamemnon, who was succeeded by his son 
Orestes. The kingdom of Mycenae was filled with 
enormous and horrible crimes, from the time it came 
into the family of Pelops. 

Tisimemes and pENTiHLUS,sons of Orestes, reign¬ 
ed after their father, and were at last driven out of 
Peloponnesus by the Heraclidae. 

Athens. Cecrops, a native of 
Egypt, was the founder of this king- A. M. 2448. 
dom. Having settled in Attica, he Ant. J. C. 1556. 
divided all the country subject to 
him into twelve districts. He it was who established 
the Areopagus. 

This august tribunal, in the reign of his successor 
CrANAUS, adjudged the famous difference between 
Neptune and Mars. In his time happened Deucalion’s 
flood. The deluge of Ogyges in Attica was much 
more ancient, and happened 1020 years before the first 
Olympiad, and consequently in the year of the world 
2203. 

AmphictyoN, the third king of Athens, procured a 
confederacy between twelve nations, which assembled 
twice a year at Thermopylae, there to offer their com¬ 
mon sacrifices, and to consult together upon their af¬ 
fairs in general, as also upon the affairs of each nation 
in particular. This convention was called the assem¬ 
bly of the Amphictyons. 

The reign of ErechtheuS is remarkable for the 
arrival of Ceres in Attica, after the rape of her daugh¬ 
ter Proserpine, as also for the institution of the mys¬ 
teries at Eleusis. 

The reign of 2EGEUS, the son of 
Pandion, is the most illustrious pe- A. M. 2720. 
riod of the history of the heroes. In Ant. J. C. 1284. 
his time are placed the expedition 
of the Argonauts; the celebrated labours of Hercules; 
the war of Minos, second king of Crete, against the 
Athenians; the story of Theseus and Ariadne. 

Theseus succeeded his father iEgeus. Cecrops 
had divided Attica into twelve boroughs, or twelve 
districts, separated from each other. Theseus brought 
the people to understand the advantages of common 
government, and united the twelve boroughs into one 
city or body politic, in which the whole authority was 
united. 

Codrus was the last king of Athens: he devoted 
himself to die for his people. 

After him the title of king was 
extinguished among the Athenians. A. M. 293-1. 
Medgn, his son, was set at the head Ant. J. C. 1070. 






208 


HISTORY OF GREECE. 


of the commonwealth, with the title of Archon, that is 
to say, president or governor. The first Archontes 
were for life; but the Athenians, growing weary of a 
government which they still thought bore too great 
a resemblance to royal power, made their Archontes 
elective every ten years, and at last reduced it to an 
annual office. 

Thebes. Cadmus, who came 
A. M. 2549. by sea from the coast of Phoenicia, 
Ant. J. C. 1455. that is, from about Tyre and Sidon, 
seized upon that part of the country 
which was afterwards called Boeotia. He built there 
the city of Thebes, or at least a citadel, which from 
his own name he called Cadmea, and there fixed the 
seat of his power and dominion. 

The fatal misfortune of Laius, one of his success¬ 
ors, and of Jocasta his wife, of (Edipus their son, of 
Etocles and Polynices, who were born of the inces¬ 
tuous marriage of Jocasta with (Edipus, have furnish¬ 
ed ample matter for fabulous narration and theatrical 
representations. 

Sparta, or Lacedaemon. It is supposed, that 
Lelex, the first king of Laconia, began his reign 
about 1516 years before the Christian era. 

Tyndarus, the ninth king of Lacedaemon, had by 
Leda, Castor and Pollux, who were twins, besides 
Helena and Clytemnestra the wife of Agamemnon, 
Ling of Mycenae. Having survived his two sons, the 
twins, he began to think of choosing a successor, by 
looking out for a husband for his daughter Helena. 
All the suitors to this princess bound themselves by 
oath, to abide by and entirely to submit to, the choice 
which the lady herself should make, who determined 
in favour of Menelaus. She had not lived above three 
years with her husband, before she was carried off by 
Alexander or Paris, son of Priam, king of the Trojans; 
which rape was the cause of the Trojan war. Greece 
did not properly begin to know or experience her 
united strength, till the famous siege of that city, where 
Achilles, the Ajaxes, Nestor, and Ulysses, gave Asia 
sufficient reason to forbode her future subjection to 
their posterity. The Greeks took Troy after a ten 
years’ siege, much about the time that Jepthah gov¬ 
erned the people of God; that is, according to Arch¬ 
bishop Usher, in the year of the world 2820, and 1184 
years before Jesus Christ. This epocha is famous in 
history, and should carefully be remembered, as well 
as that of the Olympiads. 

An Olympiad is the revolution of four complete 
years, from one celebration of the Olympic games to 
the other. We have elsewhere given an account of 
the institution of these games, which were celebrated 
every four years, near the town of Pisa, otherwise 
called Olympia. 

The common era of the Olympiads begins in the 
summer of the year of the world 3228, 776 years be¬ 
fore Jesus Christ, from the games in which Corcbus 
won the prize in the foot-race. 

Four-score years after the taking of Troy, the He- 
raclidne re-entered Peloponnesus, and seized Lacedae¬ 
mon, where two brothers, Eurysthenes and Erodes, 
sons of Aristodemus, began to reign together, and 
from their time the sceptre always continued jointly in 
the hands of the descendants of those two families. 
Many years after this, Lycurgus instituted that body 
of laws for the Spartan state, which rendered both 
the legislator and republic so famous in history: I 
shall speak of them at large in the sequel. 

Corinth. Corinth began later 
A. M. 2628. than the other cities I have been 
Ant. J. C. 1376. speaking of, to be governed by 
kings of its own. It was at first 
subject to those of Argos and Mycenae; at last, Sisy¬ 
phus, the son of iEolus, made himself master of it. 
But his descendants were dispossessed of the throne 
by the Heraclidae, about 110 years after the siege of 
Troy. 

The regal power, after this, came to the descendants 
of Bacchis, under whom the monarchy was changed 
into an aristocracy, that is, the reins of the govern¬ 
ment were in the hands of the elders, who annually 
chose from among themselves a chief magistrate, 
whom they called Prytanis. At lastCypselus having 


gained the people, usurped the supreme authority, 
which he transmitted to his son Periander; who held 
a distinguished rank among the Grecian sages, on ac¬ 
count ot the love he bore to learning, and the protec¬ 
tion and encouragement he gave to learned men. 

Macedonia. It was a longtime 
before the Greeks paid any great A. M. 3191. 
attention to Macedonia. Her kings, Ant. J. C/1813. 
living retired in woods and moun¬ 
tains, seemed not to be considered as a part of Greece. 
They pretended that their kings, of whom CARANU9 
was the first, were descended from Hercules. Philip, 
and his son Alexander, raised the glory of this king¬ 
dom to a very high pitch. It had subsisted 471 years 
before the death of Alexander, and continued 155 
more, till Perseus was defeated and taken by the 
Romans; in all, 626 years. 

ARTICLE V. 

COLONIES OF THE GREEKS SENT INTO ASIA MINOR. 

We have already observed, that fourscore years af¬ 
ter the taking of Troy, the Heraclidae recovered Pe¬ 
loponnesus, after having defeated the Pelopidae, that 
is Tisamenes and Penthilus, sons of Orestes; and that 
they divided the kingdoms of Mycenae, Argos, and 
Lacedaemon, among themselves. 

So great a revolution as this changed almost the 
whole face of the country, and made way for several 
very famous transmigrations. To understand these 
the better, and to have the clearer idea of the situation 
of many of the Grecian nations, as also of the four 
dialects, or different idioms of speech, that prevailed 
among them, it will be necessary to look a little far¬ 
ther back into history. 

Deucalion, 1 who reigned in Thessaly, and under 
whom happened the flood that bears his name, had by 
Pyrrha his wife two sons, Ilellen and Amphictyon. 
The latter, having driven Cranaus out of Athens, 
reigned there in his place. ITellen, if we may believe 
the historians of his country, gave the name of Helle¬ 
nes to the Greeks: he had three sons, JEolus, Dorus, 
and Xnthus. 

iEolus, who was the eldest, succeeded his father, and 
besides Thessaly, had Locris and Boeotia added to 
his dominions. Several of his descendants went into 
Peloponnesus with Pelops, the son of Tantalus, king 
of Phrygia, from whom Peloponnesus took its name, 
and settled themselves in Laconia. 

The country contiguous to Parnassus fell to the 
share of Dorus, and from him was called Doris. 

Xuthus, compelled by his brothers, upon some pri¬ 
vate quarrel, to quit his country, retired into Attica, 
where he married the daughter of Ereehtheus, king 
of the Athenians, by whom he had two sons, Aehaeus 
and Ion. 

An involuntary murder committed by Aehaeus, 
obliged him to retire to Peloponnesus, which was then 
called Egialaea, of which one part was from him called 
Achaia. His descendants settled at Lacedaemon. 

Ion, having signalized himself by his victories, was 
invited by the Athenians to govern their city, and 
gave his name to the country; for the inhabitants of 
Attica were likewise called Ionians. The number of 
the citizens increased to such a degree, that the 
Athenians were obliged to send a colony of Ionians 
into Peloponnesus, who likewise gave their name to 
the country they possessed. 

Thus all the "inhabitants of Peloponnesps, though 
composed of different people, were united under the 
names of Achaeans and Ionians. 

The Heraclidae, fourscore years after the taking of 
Troy, resolved seriously to recover Peloponnesus, 
which, they imagined, of right belonged to them. 
They had three principal leaders, sons of Aristoma- 
chus, namely, Temenus, Cresphontes, and Aristode¬ 
mus; the last dying, his two sons, Eurysthenes and 
Procles, sucreeded him. The success of their expedi¬ 
tion was as happy as their motive was just, and they 
recovered the possession of their ancient domain. 


* Strab. 1. viii.p. 383, See. Fausan. 1. vii. p. 396, A:c. 
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Argos fell to Temenus, Messeniato Chrcsphontes,and 
Laconia to the two sons of Aristodemus. 

Such of the Achaeans as were descended from iEolus, 
and had hitherto inhabited Laconia, being driven from 
thence by the Dorians, who accompanied the I leva- 
clidre into Peloponnesus, after some wandering, set¬ 
tled in that part of Asia Minor which from them took 
the name of/Eolus, where they founded Smyrna, and 
eleven other cities: but the city ofSmyrna came after¬ 
wards into the hands of the Ionians. The /Eolians 
became likewise possessed of several cities of Lesbos. 

As for the Achaeans of Mycenae and Argos, being 
Compelled to abandon their country to the Heraclidte, 
they seized upon that of the Ionians, who dwelt at 
that time in a part af Peloponnesus* The latter fled 
at first to Athens, their original country, from whence 
they sometime afterwards departed under the conduct 
of Adieus and Androcles, both sons of Codrus, and 
seized upon that part of the coast of Asia Minor which 
lies between Caria and Lydia, and from them was 
named Ionia; here they built twelve cities, Ephesus, 
Clazomeme, Samos, &c. 

The power of the Athenians, 1 who had then Codrus 
for their king, being very much augmented by the 
great number of refugees that had fled into their 
country, the Heraclidae thought proper to oppose the 
progress of their power, and for that reason made war 
upon them. The latter were worsted in a battle, but 
still remained masters of Megaris, where they built 
Megara,and settled the Dorians in that country in the 
room of the Ionians. 

One part of the Dorians continued in the country 
after the death of Codrus, 2 another went to Crete; the 
greatest number settled in that part of Asia Minor 
which from them was called Doris, where they built 
Halicarnassus, Cnidus, and other cities, and made 
themselves masters of the island of Rhodes, Cos, &c. 

The Grecian Dialects . 

It will now be more easy to understand what we 
have to say concerning the several Grecian dialects. 
These were four in number: the Attic, the Ionic, the 
Doric, and the iEolic. They were in reality four dif¬ 
ferent languages»each of them perfect in its kind, and 
used by a distinct nation; but yet all derived from, 
and grounded upon, the same original tongue. And 
this diversity of languages can no ways appear won¬ 
derful in a country where the inhabitants consisted 
of different nations, that did not depend upon one 
another, but had each its particular territories. 

1. The Attic dialect is that which was used in 
Athens, and the country round about. This dialect 
has been chiefly used by Thucydides, Aristophanes, 
Plato, Isocrates, Xenophon, and Demosthenes. 

2. The Ionic dialect was almost the same with the 
ancient Attic; but after it had passed into several 
towns of Asia Minor, and int* the adjacent islands, 
which were colonies of the Athenians, and of the peo¬ 
ple of Achaia, it received a sort of new tincture, and 
did not come up to that perfect delicacy which the 
Athenians afterwards attained.' Hippocrates and 
Herodotus wrote in this dialect. 

3. The Doric was first in use among the Spartans, 
and the people of Argos; it passed afterwards into 
Epirus, Libya, Sicily, Rhodes, and Crete. Archi¬ 
medes and Theocritus, both of them Syracusans, and 
Pindar, followed this dialect. 

4. The iEolic dialect was at first used by the Boeo¬ 
tians and their neighbours, and then in iEolis, a 
country in Asia Minor, between Ionia and Mysia, 
which contained ten or twelve cities, that were Gre¬ 
cian colonies. Sappho and Alcaeus, of whose works 
very little remains, wrote in this dialect. We find also 
a mixture of it in the writings of Theocritus, Pindar, 
Homer, and many others. 

ARTICLE VI. 

THE REPUBLICAN FORM OF GOVERNMENT ALMOST 
GENERALLY ESTABLISHED THROUGHOUT GREECE. 
The reader may have, observed, in the little I have 
6aid about the several settlements of Greece, that the 

* Ibid. p. C53. 
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primordial grounds of all those different states was 
monarchical government, the most ancient of all 
forms the most univeisally received and established, 
the most proper to maintain peace and concord; and 
which, as Plato observes, 3 is formed upon the model 
of paternal authority, and of that gentle and moderate 
dominion, which fathers exercise o\er their families. 

But as the state of things degenerated by degrees, 
through the injustice of usurpers, the severity of law- 
ful masters, the insurrections of the people, and a 
thousand accidents and revolution®, that happened in 
those states; a totally different spirit seized the peo¬ 
ple, which prevailed all over Greece, kindled a violent 
desire of liberty, and brought about a general change 
of government every where, except in Macedonia; so 
that monarchy gave way to a republican government, 
which however was diversified into almost as many 
various forms as there were different cities, according 
to the different genius and peculiar character of each 
people. However, there still remained a kind of tinc¬ 
ture or leaven of the ancient monarchical government, 
w hich from time to time inflamed the ambition of ma¬ 
ny private citizens, and made them desire to become 
masters of their country. In almost every one of these 
petty states of Greece, some private persons arose, 
who without any right to the throne, either by birth, 
or election of the citizens, endeavoured to advance 
themselves to it by cabal, treachery, and violence; 
and who, without any respect for the laws, or regard 
to the public good, exercised a sovereign authority, 
with a despotic empire and arbitrary sway. In order 
to support their unjust usurpations in the midst of 
distrusts and alarms, the}' thought themselves obliged 
to prevent imaginary, or to suppress real conspiracies, 
by the most cruel proscriptions; and to sacrifice to 
their own security all those whom merit, rank, wealth, 
zeal for liberty, or love of their country, rendered 
obnoxious to a suspicions and totteiing government, 
which found itself hated by all, and was sensible it 
deserved to be so. It was* this cruel and inhuman 
treatment that rendered these men so odious, under 
the appellation of Tyrants, 4 and which furnished such 
ample matter for the declamation of orators, and the 
tragical representations of the theatre. 

All these cities and districts of Greece, that seemed 
so entirely disjointed from one another by their laws, 
customs, and interests, were nevertheless formed and 
combined into one sole, entire, and united body; 
whose strength increased to such a degree, as to make 
the formidable power of the Persians under Darius 
and Xerxes tremble; and which even then, perhaps, 
would have entirely overthrown the Persian greatness, 
had the Grecian states been wise enough to preserve 
that union and concord among themselves, which af¬ 
terwards rendered them invincible. This is the scene 
which I am now to open, and which certainly merits 
the reader’s whole attention. 

We shall see, in the following books, a small na¬ 
tion, confined within a country not equal to the fourth 
part of France, disputing for dominion with the most 
powerful empire then upon the earth; and ive. shall 
see this handful of men, not only making head against 
the innumerable army of the Persians, but dispersing, 
routing, and cutting them to pieces, and sometimes 
reducing the Persian pride so low, as to make them 
submit to conditions of peace, as shameful to the con¬ 
quered, as glorious for the conquerors. 

Among the cities of Greece, there were two that 
particularly distinguished themselves, and acquired an 
authority and a kind of superiority over the rest, solely 
by their merit and conduct: these two were Lacedae¬ 
mon and Athens.—As these cities make a considera¬ 
ble figure, and act an illustrious part in the ensuing 
history, before I enter upon particulars, I think I ought 
first to give the reader some idea of the genius, cha¬ 
racter, manners, and government, of their respective 
inhabitants. Plutarch, in the lives of Lycurgus and 
Solon, will furnish me with the greatest part of what 
T have, to say upon this head. 


3 Flat. do Leg. I. iii. p. fifO. 

4 Tliis wnrd originally signified no more than king, and 
was anciently the title of lawful princes. 

- g 2 


1 S trn.b. p. 303. 
VOL. I.—27 
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ARTICLE VII. 

THE SPARTAN GOVERNMENT. LAWS ESTABLISHED 
BY LYCURGUS. 

There is perhaps nothing in profane history better 
attested, and at the same time more incredible, than 
what relates to the government of Sparta, and the dis- 
cipline'established in it by Lycurgus. This legislator 
was the son of Eunomus, * 1 one of the two kings who 
reigned together in Sparta. It would have been easy 
for Lycurgus to have ascended the throne after the 
death of his eldest brother, who left no son behind 
him; and in fact he was king for some days. But, as 
soon as his sister-in-law was found to be with child, 
he declared that the crown belonged to her son, if she 
had one; and from thenceforth he governed the king¬ 
dom only as his guardian. In the mean time, the widow 
gave him secretly to understand, that if he would 
promise to marry her when he was king, she would 
destroy the fruit of her womb. So detestable a pro¬ 
posal struck Lycurgus with horror; however, he con¬ 
cealed his indignation, and amusing the woman with 
different pretences, so managed it, that she went her 
full time, and was delivered. As soon a3 the child 
was born, he proclaimed him king, and took care to 
have him brought up and educated in a proper manner. 
This prince, on account of the joy which the people 
testified at his birth, was named Charilaus. 

The state was at this time in great disorder; 2 the 
authority, both of the kings and the laws, being abso¬ 
lutely despised and disregarded. No curb was strong 
enough to restrain the audaciousness of the people, 
which every day increased more and more. 

Lycurgus formed the bold design of making a 
thorough reformation in the Spartan government; and 
to be the more capable of making wise regulations, he 
thought fit to travel into several countries, in order to 
acquaint himself with the different manners of other 
nations, and to consult the most able and experienced 
persons in the art of government. lie began with the 
island of Crete, whose harsh and austere laws are 
very famous; from thence he passed into Asia, where 
quite different customs pi evaded; and, last of all, he 
went into Egypt, which was then the scat of science, 
wisdom, and good counsels. 

His long absence only made his country the more 
desirous of his return; 3 and the kings themselves 
importuned him to that purpose, being sensible how 
much they stood in need of his authority to keep the 
people within bounds, and in some degree of subjec¬ 
tion and order. When he came back to Sparta, he 
undertook to change the whole form of their govern¬ 
ment, being persuaded, that a few particular laws 
would produce no great effect. 

But before he put this design in execution, he went 
to Delphi, to consult the oracle of Apollo; where after 
having offered his sacrifice, he received that famous 
answer, in which the priestess called him a friend of 
the gods, and rathe" a god than a man. And as for 
the favour he desired of being able to frame a set of 

ood laws for his country, she toid him, the god had 

eard his prayers, and that the commonwealth he was 
going to establish would be the most excellent state 
in the world. 

On his return to Sparta, the first thing he did was 
to bring over to his designs the leading men of the 
city, whom he made acquainted with his views; and 
when he was assured of their approbation and concur¬ 
rence, lie went into the public market-place, accom¬ 
panied with a number of armed men, in order to 
astonish and intimidate those who might desire to 
oppose his undertaking. 

The new form of government which he introduced 
into Sparta, may he reduced to three principal insti¬ 
tutions. 

* First Institution. The Senate . 

Of all the new regulation? or institutions made by 
Lycurgus, 4 the greatest and most considerable was 
that of the senate; which, by tempering and balanc¬ 
ing, as Plato observes, the too absolute power of the 

a Ibid. p. 41. 

« Ibid. p. 42. 


kings, by an authority of equal weight and influence 
with theirs, became the principal support and preser¬ 
vation of that state. For whereas before, it was ever 
unsteady, and tending one while towards tyranny, by 
the violent proceeding of the kings; at other times 
towards democracy, by the excessive power of the 
people; the senate served as a kind of counterpoise to 
both, which kept the state in a due equilibrium, and 
preserved it in a firm and steady situation; the twen¬ 
ty-eight senators, 5 of which it consisted, siding with 
the kings, when the people were grasping at too much 
power; and on the other hand espousing the interests 
of the people, whenever the kings attempted to carry 
their authority too far. 

Lycurgus having thus tempered the government, 
those that came after him thought the power of the 
thirty, that composed the senate, still too strong and 
absolute; and therefore, as a check upon them, they 
devised the authority of the Ephori, 6 about 130 years 
after Lycurgus. The Ephori were five in number, 
and remained but one year in office. They were all 
chosen out of the people; and in that respect consider¬ 
ably resembled the tribunes of the people among the 
Romans. Their authority extended to the arresting 
and imprisoning the persons of their kings, as it hap¬ 
pened in the case of Pausanias. The institution of 
the Ephori began in the reign of Theopompus, whose 
wife reproaching him, that he would leave to his chil¬ 
dren the regal authority in a worse condition than he 
had received it: on the contrary, said he, I shall leave 
it to them in a much better condition, as it will be 
more permanent and lasting. 

The Spartan government then was not purely mo* 
narehical. The nobility had a great share in it, and 
the people were not excluded. Each part of this body 
politic, in proportion as it contributed to the public 
good, found in it their advantage; so that in spite of 
the natural restlessness and inconstancy of man’s 
heart, which is alwa}'3 thirsting after novelty and 
change, and is never cured of its disgust to uniformity, 
Lacedmmon persevered for many ages in the exact 
observance of her laws. 

Second Institution. The Division of the Lands . 

and the Prohibition of Gold and Silver Money . 

The second and the boldest institution of Lycur¬ 
gus," was the division of the lands, which he looked 
upon as absolutely necessaiy for establishing peace 
and good order in the commonwealth. The greater 
part of the people were so poor, that they had not one 
inc-h of land of their own, whilst a small number of 
individuals were possessed of all the lands and wealth 
of the country; in order therefore to hanish insolence, 
envy, fraud,luxury, and two other distempers of the 
state, still greater and more ancient than those, I 
mean extreme poverty an d excessive wealth, he per¬ 
suaded the citizens to give up all their lands to the 
commonwealth, and to n»ake a new division of them, 
that they might all live together in a perfect equality, 
and that no pre-eminence or honours should be given 
but to virtue and merit alone. 

This scheme, extraordinary as it was, was immedi¬ 
ately executed. Lycurgus divided the lands of Laco¬ 
nia into 30,000 parts, which he distributed among the 
inhabitants of the country; and the territories of 
Sparta into 9000 parts, wliich be distributed among 
an equal number of citizens. It is said, that some 
years after, as Lycurgus was returning from a long 
journey, and passing through the lands of Laconia iD 
the time of harvest, and observing, as he went along, 
the perfect equality of the sheaves of reaped corn, he 
turned towards those that were with him, and said 
smiling, Does not Laconia look like the possession of 
several brothers, who have just been dividing their 
inheritance amongst them? 

After having divided their immoveables, he under¬ 
took likewise to make the same equal division of all 
their moveable goods and chattels, that he might 
utterly banish from among them all manner of ine- 


8 This council consisted of thirty persons, including tho 
two kings. 

s The word signifies comptroller or inspector . 

i Plut. in vit. Lyc. p. 44. 


* Plut. in vit. Lyc. p. 40. 
? Ibid. p. 42. 
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quality. But perceiving that this would meet with 
more opposition if he went openly about it, he endea¬ 
voured to effect it by sapping the very foundations of 
avarice. For first he cried down all gold and silver 
money, and ordained that no other should be current 
than that of iron, which he made so very heavy, and 
fixed at so low a rate, that a cart and two oxen were 
necessary to carry home a sum of ten mime, * 1 a*nd a 
whole chamber to keep it in. 

The next thing he did was to banish all useless and 
superfluous arts from Sparta. But if he had not done 
this, most of them would have sunk of themselves and 
disappeared with the gold and silver money: because 
the tradesmen and artificers would have found no 
vent for their commodities; and this iron money had 
no currency among any other of the Grecian states, 
who were so far from esteeming it, that it became the 
subject of their banter and ridicule. 

Third Institution. The Public Meals. 
LYCURGUS, being desirous to make war still more 
vigorously upon effeminacy and luxury, and utterly to 
extirpate the love of riches, made a third regulation, 
which was that of public meals. That he might en¬ 
tirely suppress all the magnificence and extravagance 
of expensive tables, 2 he ordained, that all the citizens 
should eat together of the same common victuals,, 
which were prescribed by law, and expressly forbade 
all private eating at their own houses. 

By this institution of public and common meals, and 
this frugality and simplicity in eating, it may be said, 
that he made riches in some measure change their 
very nature, by putting them out of a condition of 
being desired or stolen, 3 or of enriching their posses¬ 
sors; for there was no way left for a man to use or 
enjoy his opulence, or even to make any show of it; 
since the poor and the rich ate together in the same 
place, and none were allowed to appear at the public 
eating-rooms, after having taken care to fill themselves 
with other diet; because every body present took 
particular notice of any one that did not eat or drink, 
and the whole company were sure to reproach him 
with the delicacy and intemperance that made him 
despise the common food and public table. 

The rich were extremely enraged at this regulation; 
and it was upon this occasion, that in a tumult of the 
people, a young man, named Alcander, struck out one 
of Lycurgus’s eyes. The people, provoked at such 
an outrage, delivered the young man into Lycurgus’s 
hands, who knew how to revenge himself in a proper 
manner; for, by the extraordinary kindness and gen¬ 
tleness with which he treated him, he made the violent 
and hot-headed youth in a little time become very 
moderate and wise. 

The tables consisted of about fifteen persons each; 
where none could be admitted without the consent of 
the whole company. Each person furnished every 
month a bushel of flour, eight measure? of wine, five 
pounds of cheese, two pounds and a half of figs, and 
a small sum of money for preparing and cooking the 
victuals. Every one, without exception of persons, 
was obliged to be at the common meal; and a long 
time after the making of these regulations, king Agis, 
at his return from a glorious expedition, having taken 
the liberty to dispense with that law, in order to eat 
with the queen his wife, was reprimanded and pun¬ 
ished. 

The very children were present at these public 
tables, and were carried thither as to a school of wis¬ 
dom and temperance. There they w ere sure to he?r 
grave discourses upon government, and to see nothing 
but what tended to their instruction and improvement. 
The conversation was often enlivened witli ingenious 
and sprightly raillery; but never intermixed with any 
thing vulgar or disgusting; and if their jesting seemed 
to make any person uneasy, they never proceeded any 
farther. Here their children were likewise trained up 
and accustomed to great sccrcc.y: as soon as a young 
man came into the dining-room, the oldest person of 

i Five hundred livres French, about 20?. English. 
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the company used to say to him, pointing to the door, 
Nothing spoken here must ever go out there. 

The most exquisite of all their dishes was what they 
called their black broth ; 4 and the old men preferred it 
to every thing that was set upon the table. Dionysius 
the tyrant, when he was at one of these meals, was 
not of the same opinion; and what was a ragout to 
them, was to him very insipid:—I do not wonder at 
it, said the cook, for tne seasoning is wanting. What 
seasoning? replied the tyrant.—Running, sweating, 
fatigue, hunger, and thirst; these are the ingredients, 
says the cook, with which we season all our food. 

OTHER ORDINANCES. 

When I speak of the ordinances of Lycurgus, 5 I 
do not mean written laws; he thought proper to leave 
very few of that kind, being persuaded, that the most 
powerful and effectual means of rendering communi¬ 
ties happy, and people virtuous, is by the good exam¬ 
ple, and the impression made on the rniml by the man¬ 
ners and practice of the citizens: for the principles 
thus implanted by education remain firm ana immove¬ 
able, as they are rooted in the will, which is always a 
stronger and more durable tie than the yoke of neces¬ 
sity; and the youth that have been thus nurtured and 
educated, become laws and legislators to themselves. 
These are the reasons why'Lycurgus, instead of leav¬ 
ing his ordinances in writing, endeavoured to imprint 
and enforce them by practice and example. 

He looked upon the education of youth as the 
greatest and most important object of a legislator’s 
care. Ilis grand principle was, that children belonged 
more to the state than to their parents; and therefore 
he would not have them brought up according to their 
humours and caprice, but would have the state intrust¬ 
ed with the care of their education, in order to have 
them formed upon fixed and uniform principles which 
might inspire them betimes with the love of their 
country and of virtue. 

As soon as a boy was born, the elders of each tribe 
visited him ; 6 and if the}' found him well made, strong, 
and vigorous, they ordere d him to be brought up, and 
assigned him one of the 9000 portions of land for his 
inheritance; 7 if, on the contrary, they found him to 
be deformed, tender, and weakly, so that they could 
not expect that he would ever have a strong and 
healthful constitution, they condemned him to perish, 
and caused the infant to be exposed. 

Children were early accustomed not to be nice or 
difficult in their eating: not to be afraid in the dark, 
or when they were left alone; not to give themselves 
up to peevishness and ill humour, to crjdngand bawl¬ 
ing; to walk barefoot, 8 that they might be inured to 
fatigue ; to lie hard at nights ; to wear the same 
clothes winter and summer, in order to harden them 
against cold and heat. 

At the age of seven years they were put into the 
classes, 9 where they were brought up altogether un¬ 
der the same discipline. Their education, 10 properly 
speaking, was only an apprenticeship of obedience: 
the leo-iSator having rightly considered, that the surest 
way to have citizens submissive to the law and to the 
magistrates, in which the good order and happiness 
of a state chiefly consists, was to teach children early, 
and to accustom them from their tender years, to be 
perfectly obedient to their masters and superiors. 

F While they are at table, 11 it was usual for the mas¬ 
ters to instruct the boys by proposing them questions. 
They would ask them, for example, Who is the most 
worthy man in the town? What do you think of such 
or such an action? The boys were obliged to give a 
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quick or ready answer, which was also to be accom¬ 
panied with a reason and a proof, both couched in a 
few words: for they were accustomed betimes to the 
laconic style, that is, to a close and concise wav of 
speaking and writing. Lycur°;us was for having the 
money bulky, heavy, and of little value, and their 
language, on the contraiy, very pithy and short; and 
a great deal of sense comprised in a few words. 

As for literature, 1 they only learned as much as 
was necessary. All the sciences were banished out of 
their country; their study tended only to know how 
to obey, to bear hardship and fatigue, and to conquer 
in battle. The superintendent of their education was 
one of the most honourable men of the city, and of the 
first rank and condition, who appointed over every 
clas3 of boys masters of the most approved wisdom 
and probity. 

There was one kind of theft only (and that too 
more a nominal than a real one) which the boys were 
allowed, 2 and even ordered to practise. They were 
taught to slip, as cunningly and cleverly as they 
could, into the gardens and public halls, in order to 
steal away herbs or meat: and if they were caught in 
the fact, they were punished for their want of dexter¬ 
ity. We are told that one of them, having stolen a 
young fox, hid it under his robe, and suffered, with¬ 
out uttering a complaint, the animal to gnaw into his 
belly, and tear out his very bowels, till he fell dead 
upon the spot. This kind of theft, as I have said, 
was but nominal, and not properly a robbery; since 
it was authorized by the law and the consent of the 
citizens. The intent of the legislator in allowing it, 
was to inspire the Spartan youth, who were all de¬ 
signed for war, with greater boldness, subtilty, and 
address; to inure them betimes to the life of a soldier; 
to teach them to live upon a little, and to be able to 
shift for themselves.. But I have already treated this 
matter more at large elsewhere. 3 

The patience, and constancy of the Spartan youth 
most conspicuously appeared in a certain festival, 4 
celebrated in honour of Diana, surnamed Orthia, 
where the children before the eyes of their parents, 
and in presence of the whole city, 5 suffered them¬ 
selves to be whipped till the blood ran down upon the 
altar of this cruel goddess, where sometimes they ex¬ 
pired under the strokes, and all this without uttering 
the least cry, or so much as a groan or a sigh; and 
even their own fathers, when they saw them covered 
with blood and ready to expire, exhorted them to 
persevere to the end with constancy and resolution. 
Plutarch assures us, that he had seen with his own 
eyes a great many children lose their lives at the 
celebration of these cruel rites. Hence it is that 
Horace gives the epithet of patient to the citv of La¬ 
cedaemon, 6 Patiens Lacedaemon; and another author 
makes a man who had received three strokes of a 
stick without complaining, say, Tres ptagas Spartana 
nobilitate concoxi. 

The most usual occupation of the Lacedaemonians 
was hunting, 7 and other bodily exercises. Thev were 
forbidden to exercise any mechanic art. The Elota?, 
who were a sort of slaves, tilled their land for them,’ 
and paid them a certain proportion of the produce. 

Lycurgus was willing that his citizens should enjoy 
a great deal of leisure; 8 they had large common-halls, 
where the people used to meet to converse together* 
and though their discourses chiefly turned upon giave 
and serious topics, yet they seasoned them with a mix¬ 
ture of wit and facetious humour, both agreeable ana 
Instructive. They passed little of their time alone, 
being accustomed to live like bees, always together, 
always about their chiefs and leaders. The love of 
their country and of the public good was their pre¬ 
dominant passion: they did not imagine they belong¬ 
ed to themselves, but to their country. Pcedaretus, 
having missed the honour of being chosen one of the 
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300 who had a certain rank of distinction in the city, 
went home extremely pleased and satisfied, saying. 
He was overjoyed there were 300 men in Spartamore 
worthy than himself. 

At Sparta every thing tended to inspire the love of 
virtue and the hatred of vice; 9 the actions of the 
citizjens, their conversations, and even their public 
monuments and inscriptions. It was hard for men, 
brought up in the midst of so many living precepts 
and example, not to become virtuous, as far as heath¬ 
ens were capable of virtue. It was to preserve these 
happy dispositions, that Lycurgus did not allow all 
sorts of persons to travel, lest they should bring home 
foreign manners, and return infected with the licen¬ 
tious customs of other countries, which would neces¬ 
sarily create in a little time an aversion for the mode 
of life and maxims of Lacedaemon. Neither would 
he suffer any strangers to remain in the city, who did 
not come thither to some useful or profitable end, but 
out of mere curiosity: being afraid they should bring 
along with them the defects and vices of their own 
countries; and being persuaded, at the same time, 
that it was more important and necessary to shut the 
gates of a citv against depraved and corrupt manners, 
than against infectious distempers. Properly speak¬ 
ing, the very trade and business of the Lacedaemoni¬ 
ans was war; every thing with them tended that way: 
arms were their only exercise and employment; their 
life was much less hard and austere in the camp than 
in the city; and they were the only people in the 
world, to whom the time of war was a time of ease 
and refreshment; because then the reins of that strict 
and severe discipline which prevailed at Sparta, were 
somewhat relaxed, and the men were indulged in a 
little more liberty. With them the first and most in¬ 
violable law of war, 10 as Demaratus told Xerxes, was, 
never to fly, or turn their backs, whatever superiority 
of numbers the enemy’s army might consist of; never 
to quit their posts; never to deliver up their arms; in 
a word, either to conquer or to die. This maxim was 
so important and essential in their opinion, 11 that when 
the poet Archilochus came to Sparta, they obliged 
him to leave their city immediately: because they un¬ 
derstood, that in one of his poems he had said, It was 
better for a man to throw down his aims, than to ex~ 
pose himself to be killed. 

Hence it is, 12 that a mother recommended to her 
son, who was going to make a campaign, that he 
should return either with or upon his shield; and that 
another, hearing that her son was killed in fighting for 
his country, answered very coldly, I brought him into 
the world for no other end. 13 This temper of mind was 
general among the Lacedaemonians. After the famous 
battle of Leuctra, which was so fatal to the Spartans, 
the parents of those that died in the action, congratu¬ 
lated one another upon it, and went to the tem]des to 
thank the gods that their children had done their duty; 
whereas the relations of those who survived the defeat, 
were inconsolable. If any of the Spartans fled in 
battle they were dishonoured and disgraced for ever. 
They were not only excluded from all posts and em¬ 
ployments in the state, from all assemblies and public 
diversions; but it was reckoned scandalous to make 
any alliances with them by marriage; and a thousand 
affronts and insults were publicly offered them with 
impunity. 

The Spartans never went to fight without first im¬ 
ploring the help of the gods by public sacrifices and 
prayers; 14 and when that was done they marched 
against the enemy with a perfect confidence and expec¬ 
tation of success, as being assured of the divine pro¬ 
tection; and to make use of Plutarch’s expressions. 
As if God were present with, and fought for them, 
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When they had broken and routed the enemy’s 
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forces!, 1 * they never pursued them farther than was ne¬ 
cessary to make themselves sure of the victory; after 
which* they retired, as thinking it neither glorious, 
nor worthy of Greece, to cut in pieces and destroy an 
enemy that yielded and fled. And this proved as use¬ 
ful as* it was honourable to the Spartans; for their 
enemies, knowing all who resisted them were put to 
the sword, and that they spared none but those that 
fled, generally chose rather to fly than to resist. 

When tiie first institutions of Lycurgus were re¬ 
ceived and confirmed by practice,* and the form of 
government he had established seemed strong and 
vigorous enough to support itself; as Plato says of 
God. 3 that after he had finished the creatinn of the 
world, he rejoiced, when he saw it revolve and perform 
its first motions with so much justness and harmony; 
so the Spartan legislator, pleased with the greatness 
and beauty of its laws, felt his joy and satisfaction 
redouble, when he saw them, as it were, walk alone, 
and go forward so happily. 

But desiring, as far as depended on human pru¬ 
dence, to render them immortal and unchangeable, he 
signified to the people, that there was still one point 
remaining to be performed, the most essential and im¬ 
portant of all, about which he would go and consult 
the oracle of Apollo; and in the mean time he made 
them all take an oath, that till his return they would 
inviolably maintain the form of government which he 
had established. When he was arrived at Delphi, he 
consulted the god, to know whether the laws he had 
made were good and sufficient to render the Lacedae¬ 
monians happy and virtuous. The priestess answered, 
that nothing was wanting to his laws; and that, as 
long* as Sparta observed them, she w r ould be the most 
glorious and happy city in the world. Lycurgus sent 
this answer to Sparta; and then, thinking he had ful¬ 
filled his ministry, he voluntarily died at Delphi, by 
abstaining from all manner of sustenance. His notion 
was, that even the death of great persons and states¬ 
men should not be useless and unprofitable to the state, 
but a kind of supplement to their ministry, and one of 
their most important actions, which ought to do them 
as much or more honour than all the rest. He there¬ 
fore thought, that in dying thus he should crown and 
complete all the services which he had rendered his 
fellow-citizens during his life; since his death would 
engage them to a perpetual observation of his institu¬ 
tions, which they had sworn to observe inviolably till 
his return. 

Although I represent Lycurgus’s sentiments upon 
bis own death in the light wherein Plutarch has trans¬ 
mitted them to us, lam very far from approving them; 
and I make the same declaration with respect to se¬ 
veral other facts of the like nature, which I sometimes 
/elate without making any reflections upon them, 
though I think them very unworthy of approbation. 
The pretended wise men among the heathens had, as 
well concerning this article as several others, but very 
faint and imperfect notions; or to speak more pro¬ 
perly, remained in great darkness and error. They 
laid down this admirable principle, which we meet 
with in many of their writings, that man, 4 placed in 
the world as in a certain post by his general, cannot 
abandon it without the express command of him upon 
whom he depends, that is, of God himself. At other 
times, they looked upon man as a criminal condemned 
to a melancholy prison, from whence indeed he might 
desire to be released, but could not lawfully attempt 


1 PJut. in vit. Lycurg. p. 54. 2 Ibid, p: 57. 
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to be so, but by the course of justice, and the order 
of the magistrate; and not by breaking his chains 
and forcing the gates of his prison. These notions arc 
beautiful, because they are true; but the application 
they made of them was wronsn by taking that for an 
express order of the Deity, which was the pure effect 
of their own weakness or pride, by which they were 
led to put themselves to death, either that they niight 
deliver themselves from the pains and troubles of this 
life, or immortalize their names, as was the case with 
Lycurgus, Cato, and a number of others. 

REFLECTIONS upon the GOVERNMENT OF SPARTA, 
AND UPON THE LAWS OF LYCURGUS. 

I. Things commendable in the laws of Lycurgus, 

There must needs have been (to judge only by the 
event) a great fund of wisdom and prudence ia the 
laws of Lycurgus; since, as long as they were ob¬ 
served in Sparta, (which was above 500 years) it was 
a most flourishing and powerful city. It was not so 
much (says Plutarch, speaking of the laws of Sparta,) 
the government and polity of a city, as the conduct 
and regular behaviour of a wise man, who passes hia 
whole life in the exercise of virtue: or rather con¬ 
tinues the same author, as the poets feign, that Her¬ 
cules, only with his lion’s skin and club, went from 
country to country to purge the world of robbers and 
tyrants: so Sparta, with a slip of parchment 5 and an 
old coat, gave laws to all Greece, which willingly 
submitted to her dominion; suppressed tyrannies and. 
unjust authority in cities; put an end to wars, as she 
thought fit, and appeased insurrections; and all this 
generally without moving a shield or a sword, and 
only by sending a simple ambassador amongst them, 
who no sooner appeared, than all the people submit¬ 
ted, and flocked about him like so many bees about 
their monarch: so much respect did the justice and 
good government of this cit y imprint upon the minds 
of all their neighbours. 

1. The nature of the Spartan government. 

We find at the end of Lycurgus’s life a reflection 
made by Plutarch, which of itself comprehends a 
great encomium upon that legislator. He there says, 
that Plato, Diogenes, Zeno, and all those who have 
treated of the establishment of a political state of gov¬ 
ernment, took their plans from the republic of Ly¬ 
curgus; with this difference, that they confined them¬ 
selves wholly to words and theory: but Lycurgus, 
without dwelling upon ideas and speculative projects, 
did really and effectually institute an inimitable polity, 
and form a w hole city of philosophers. 

In order to succeed in this undertaking, and to 
establish the most perfect form of a commonwealth 
that could be, he melted down, as it were, and blended 
together, what he found best in every kind of govern¬ 
ment, and most conducive to the public good; thus 
temperingone species with another, and balancing the 
inconveniences to which each of them in particular is 
subject, with the advantages that result from their 
being united together. Sparta had something of the 
monarchical form of government, in the authority of 
her kings; the council of thirty, otherwise called the 
senate, was a true aristocracy; and the power vested 
in the people of nominating the senators, and of giv¬ 
ing sanction to the laws, resembled a deniocratical 
government. The institution of the F.phori afterw ards 
served to rectify what was amiss in those previous 
establishments, and to supply what was defective. 
Plato, in more places than one, admires Lycnrgus’s 
wdsdoin in his institution of the senate, which was 

5 This was what the Spartans called srytalc. a thong of 
leather or parchment, which they twisted round a siaff in 
such a manner, that there was no vacaney or void snaec lofk 
upon it. They wrote upon this and when they had 

written, they i*n!wasted it, and sent it to 1 he general for whom 
it was intended. This general, who had another stick of rho 
same size with that on which the thong was twisted and 
written upon, wrapped it round Hint staff in the same man¬ 
ner, ami by that means found out the connexion and arrange¬ 
ment of the letters, which otherwise w-ere so displaced and 
out. of order, that there was no possibility of their being 
read. Pint, in vit. Lyc. p. 444. 
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equally advantageous both to the kings and the peo¬ 
ple; because by this means, 1 the law became the only 
supreme mistress of the kings, and the kings never 
became tyrants over the law. 

2. Equal division of the lands: gold and silver ban¬ 
ished from Sparta . 

Thedesign formed by Lycurgusof making an equal 
distribution of the lands among the citizens, and of 
entirely banishing from Sparta all luxury, avarice, 
lawsuits, and dissensions,by abolishing the use of gold 
and silver, would appear to us a scheme of a common¬ 
wealth finely conceived in speculation, but utterly im¬ 
practicable in execution, did not history assure ns, that 
Sparta actually subsisted in that condition for many 
ages. 

When I place the transaction I am now speaking 
of among the laudable part of Lycurgus’s laws, I do 
not pretend it to be absolutely unexceptionable; fori 
think it can searcebe reconciled with thatgeneral lau r 
of nature, which forbids the taking away one man’s 
property to give it to another: and yet this is what was 
really done upon this occasion. Therefore, in this 
affair of dividing the lands, I consider only so much 
of it as was truly commendable in itself, and worthy 
of admiration. 

Can we possibly conceive, that a man could per¬ 
suade the richest and most opulent inhabitants of a 
city to resign all their revenues and estates, to level 
and confound themselves with the poorest of the peo¬ 
ple: to subject themselves to a new way of living, 
both severe in itself, and full of restraint; in a word, 
to debar themselves of the use of every thing wherein 
the happiness ami comfort of life is thought to con¬ 
sist? And yet this is what Lycurgus actually effected 
in Sparta. 

Such an institution as this would have been less 
wonderful, had it subsisted only during the life of the 
legislator; but we know that it lasted many ages after 
bis decease. Xenophon, in the encomium he has left 
us of Agesilaus, and Cicero, in one of his orations, ob¬ 
serve, that Lacedaemon was the only city in the world 
that preserved her discipline and laws for so consid¬ 
erable a term of years unaltered and inviolate. Soli , 
said the latter, 2 * speaking of the Lacedaemonians, ioto 
crle terrarum seplingentos jam annos amplius unis 
moribus et nunqnammutatis legibus vivunt. I believe, 
however, that in Cicero’s time the discipline of Spar¬ 
ta, as well as her power, was very much relaxed and 
diminished; but all historians agree, that it was main¬ 
tained in all its vigour till the reign of Agis, under 
whom Lvsander, though incapable himself of being 
blinded or corrupted with gold, filled his country with 
luxury and the love of riches, by bringing into it im¬ 
mense sums of gold and silver, which were the fruit 
of his victories, and thereby subverting the laws of 
Lycurgus. 

But the introduction of gold and silver money was 
not the first wound given by the Lacedcemouians to 
the institutions of their legislator. It was the conse¬ 
quence of the violation of another law still more fun¬ 
damental. Ambition was the vice that preceded, and 
made way for, avarice. The desire of conquests drew 
on that of riches, without which they could not pro¬ 
pose to extend their dominions. The main design of 
Lycurgus, in the establishing his laws, and especially 
that which prohibited the use of gold and silver, was, 
as Polybius,3 and Plutarch have judiciously observed, 
to curb and restrain the ambition of his citizens; to 
disable them from making conquests, and in a man¬ 
ner to force them to confine themselves within the 
narrow bounds of their own country, without carry¬ 
ing their views and pretensions any farther. Indeed, 
the government which he established, was sufficient 
to oCfl-'m the frontiers of Sparta, but was not calcu¬ 
lated for the raising her tc a dominion over other 
cities. 

The design, then, of Lycurgus was not to make 
the Spartans conquerors. 4 To remove such thoughts 
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from his fellow-citizens, he expressly forbid them, 
though they inhabited a country surrounded with the 
sea, to meddle with maritime affairs; to have any 
fleets, or ever to fight upon the sea. They were re¬ 
ligious observers of this prohibition for many ages, 
and even till the defeat of Xerxes: but upon that oc¬ 
casion they began to think of making themselves 
masters at sea, that they might be able to keep so 
formidable an enemy at the greater distance. But 
having soon perceived, that these maritime, remote 
commands, corrupted the manners of their generals, 
they laid that project aside without any difficulty, as 
we shall observe, when we come to speak of king 
Pausanias. 

When Lycurgus armed his fellow-citizens with 
shields and lances, 5 it was not to enable them to com¬ 
mit wrongs and outrages with impunity, but only to 
defend themselves against the invasions and injuries 
of others. He made them indeed a nation of war¬ 
riors and soldiers; but it was only that, under the 
shadow of their arms, they might live in liberty, mo¬ 
deration, justice, union, and peace, by being content 
with their own territories, without usurping those of 
others, and by being persuaded, that no city or state, 
any more than individuals, can ever hope for solid 
and lasting happiness but from virtue only. Men of 
a depraved taste (says Plutarch 6 farther on the sub¬ 
ject,) who think nothing so desirable as riches and a 
large extent of dominion, may give the preference to 
those vast empires that have subdued and enslaved 
the world by violence; but Lycurgus was convinced, 
that a city had occasion for nothing of that kind, in 
order to be happy. His policy, which has justly been 
the admiration of all ages, had no farther views than 
to establish equity, moderation, liberty, and peace; 
and was an enemy to all injustice, violence, and am¬ 
bition, and the passion of reigning and extending the 
bounds of the Spartan commonwealth. 

Such reflections as these, which Plutarch agreeably 
intersperses in his lives, and in which their greatest 
and most essentia] beauty consists, are of infinite use 
towards the giving us true notions, wherein consists 
the solid and true glory of a state that is really hap¬ 
py; as also to correct those false ideas which we are 
apt to form of the vain greatness of those empires 
which have swallowed up kingdom®, and of those cel¬ 
ebrated conquerors who owe all their fame and gran¬ 
deur to violence and usurpation. 


3. The excellent education of their youth. 

The long duration of the laws established by Lycur¬ 
gus, is certainly very wonderful: but the means he 
made use of to succeed therein are no less worthy of 
admiration. The principal of these was the extraor¬ 
dinary care he took to have the Spartan youth brought 
up in an exact and severe discipline: for (as Plutarch 
observes) the religious obligation of an oath, which he 
exacted from the citizens, would have been a feeble 
tie, had he not by education infused his laws as it 
were, into the minds and manners of his children, and 
cnadethem suck in almost with their mother’s milk an 
affection for his institutions. This was the reason why 
his principal ordinances subsisted above 500 years, 
having sunk into the very temper and hearts of the 
people, like a strong and good dye, 7 that penetrates 
thoroughly. Cicero makes the same remark, and as¬ 
cribes the courage and virtue of the Spartans, not so 
much to their own natural disposition as to their ex¬ 
cellent education: Cvjns civitatis spectata ac nobili - 
fata virtuSy non solum natnrd corroborate i, verum 
etiam discipline: pntatur. 8 All this shows of what im¬ 
portance it is to a state to take care that their youth 
be brought up in a manner proper to inspire them 
with a love for the laws of their country. 

The great maxim of Lycurgus, which Aristotle re¬ 
peats in express terms, 9 was, that as children belong 
to the state, their education ought to be directed by 
the state, and the views and interests of the state only 
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considered therein. It was for this reason he enact¬ 
ed, that they should be educated all in common, and 
not left to the humour and caprice of their parents, 
who generally, through a soft and blind indulgence, 
and a mistaken tenderness, enervate at once both the 
bodies and minds of their children. At Sparta, from 
their tenderest years, they were inured to labour and 
fatigue by the exercises of hunting and racing, and 
accustomed betimes to endure hunger and thirst, heat 
and cold; and, what is difficult to make mothers be¬ 
lieve, all these hard and laborious exercises tended to 
procure them health, and make their constitutions the 
more vigorous and robust; able to bear the hardships 
and fatigues of war, for which they were all designed 
from their cradles. 

4. Obedience. 

But the most excellent thing in the Spartan educa¬ 
tion, was its teaching young people so perfectly well 
how to obey. It is from hence the poet Simonides 
gives that city such a magnificent epithet, * 1 which de¬ 
notes that they aloue knew how to subdue the pas¬ 
sions of men, and to render them pliant and submis¬ 
sive to the laws, in the same manner as horses are 
taught to obey the spur and the bridle, by being bro¬ 
ken and trained while they are young. For this rea¬ 
son, Agesilaus advised Xenophon to send his children 
to Sparta, 2 that they might learn there the noblest 
and greatest of all sciences, that is, how to command, 
and how to obey. 

5. Respect towards the aged. 

One of the lessons oftenest and most strongly incul¬ 
cated upon the Lacedaemonian youth, was to enter¬ 
tain great reverence and respect to old men, and to 
give them proofs of it upon all occasions, by saluting 
them, by making way for them, and giving them place 
in the streets, 3 by rising up to show them honour in 
all companies and public assemblies; hut above all, by 
receiving their advice, and even their reproofs, with 
docility and submission: by these characteristics a 
Lacedaemonian was known wherever he came; if he 
had behaved otherwise, it would have been looked 
upon as a reproach to himself, and a dishonour to his 
country. An old man of Athens going into the thea¬ 
tre once to see a play, none of his own countrymen 
offered him a seat; but when he came near the place 
where the Spartan ambassadors and their retinue were 
sitting, they all rose up out of reverence to his age, 
and seated him in the midst of them. Lysander there¬ 
fore had reason to say, 4 that old age had no where so 
honourable an abode as in Sparta, and that it was an 
agreeable thing to grow old in that city. 

IT. Things blameable in the laws of Lycvrgus. 

In order to perceive more clearly the defects in the 
laws of Lvciirgus, we have only to compare them 
with those of Moses, which we know were dictated 
by more than human wisdom. But my design in 
this place is not to enter into a strict detail of the par¬ 
ticulars wherein the laws and institutions of Lvonr- 
gns are faulty: I shall content myself with making 
only some slight reflections, which probably the reader 
has already anticipated, as he must have been justly 
disgusted by the mere recital of some of those or¬ 
dinances. 

1. The choice wade of the children that were either 

to be brought vp or exposed. 

To begin, for instance, with that ordinance relating 
to the choice they made of their children, which of 
them were to be brought up, and which exposed to 
perish; who would not be shocked at the unjust and 
inhuman custom of pronouncing sentence of death 
upon all such infants as had the misfortune to be 
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born with a constitution that appeared too weak and 
delicate to undergo the fatigues and exercises to 
which the commonwealth destined all her subjects] 
Is it then impossible, and without example, that chil¬ 
dren, who are tender and weak in their infancy, should 
ever alter as they grow up, and become in time of a 
robust and vigorous constitution? Or suppose it were 
so, can a man no way serve his country, but by the 
strength of his body? Is there no account to be made 
of his wisdom, prudence, counsel, generosity, courage, 
magnanimity, and, in a word, of all the qualities that 
depend upon the mind and the intellectual faculties? 
Omnino illud honestum , quod ex animo excclso mag - 
nifcoque quesrimus , animi eficilur , non corporis vi- 
ribus A Did Lycurgus himself render less service, or 
do less honour to Sparta, by establishing his laws, 
than the greatest generals did by their victories? 
Agesilaus was of so small a stature, and so mean in 
person, that at the first sight of him the Egyptians 
could not help laughing'; and yet, little as he was, he 
made the great king of Persia tremble upon the throne 
of half the world. 

But what is yet stronger than all I have said, has 
any other person a right or power over the lives of 
men, than he from whom they received them, even 
God himself? And does not a legislator visibly usurp 
the authority of God, whenever ne arrogates to him¬ 
self such a power without his commission ? That pre¬ 
cept of the decalogue, which was only a renewal of 
the law of nature, Thou sha.lt not kill , universally con¬ 
demns all those among the ancients, who imagined 
they had a power of life and death over their slaves, 
and even over their own children. 

2. Their care confned only to the body. 

The great defect in Lycurgus’s laws (as Plato and 
Aristotle have observed) is, that they tended only to 
form a nation of soldiers. All that legislator’s thoughts 
seemed wholly bent upon the means of strengthening 
the bodies of the people, without any concern for the 
cultivation of their minds. Why should he banish 
from his commonwealth all arts and sciences, which, 
besides many other advantages, 6 have this most hap¬ 
py effect, that they soften our manners, polish our 
understandings, improve the heart, and render our 
behaviour civil, courteous, gentle, and obliging; such, 
in a word, as qualifies us for company and society, 
and makes the ordinary intercourse of life agreeable? 
Hence it came to pass, that there was something of a 
roughness and austerity in the temper and behaviour 
of the Spartans, and many times even something of 
ferocity, a failing that proceeded chiefly from their 
education, and that rendered them disagreeable and 
offensive to all their allies. 

3. Their barbarous cruelty towards iheir children. 

It was an excellent practice in Sparta, to accustom 
their youth betimes to suffer heat and cold, hunger 
and tiiirst, and bv several severe and laborious exer¬ 
cises to bring the body into subjection to reason, 7 
whose faithful and diligent minister it ought to be 
in the execution of all her orders and injunctions; 
which it can never do, if it be not able to undergo all 
sorts of hardships and fatigues. But was it rational 
in them to carry their severities so far, as the inhuman 
treatment we have mentioned? and was it not utterly 
barbarous and brutal in the fathers and mothers to see 
the blood trickling from the wounds of their children, 
nay even to see them expiring under the lashes, with¬ 
out concern? 

4. The mother's inhumanity. 

Some people admire the courage of the Spartan 
mothers, who could hear the news of the death of 
their children slain in battle, not only without tears, 
but even with a kind of joy and satisfaction. For my 
part I should think it much better that nature should 
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show her 5 *lf a little more on such occasions, ancl that 
the love of one’s country should not utterly extinguish 
the sentiments of maternal tenderness. One ot our 
generals in France, who in the heat of battle was told 
that his son was killed, spoke much more properly on 
the subject: Let us at present think . said he, how to 
conquer the enemy; io-morroio I will mourn for my 
son. 

5. Their excessive leisure. 

Nor can I see what excuse can be made for that 
law, imposed by Lycurgus upon the Spartans, which 
enjoined the spending the whole of their time, except 
when they were engaged in war, in idleness and in¬ 
action. He left all the arts and trades entirely to the 
slaves and strangers that lived amongst them, and 
put nothing into the hands of the citizens but the lance 
and the shield. Not to mention the danger there was 
in suffering the number of slaves that were necessary 
for tilling the land, to increase to such a degree as to 
become much greater than that of their masters, which 
was often an occasion of seditions and riots among 
them; how many disorders must men necessarily fall 
into, that have so much leisure upon their hands, and 
have no daily occupation or regular labour? This is 
an inconvenience even now but too common among 
our nobility, and which is the natural effect of their 
injudicious education. Except in the time of war, 
most of our gentry spend their lives in a most useless 
and unprofitable manner. They look upon agricul¬ 
ture, arts, and commerce, as beneath them, and de¬ 
rogatory to their gentility. They seldom know how 
to handle any thing but their swords. As for the 
sciences, they take but a very small tincture of them; 
just so much as they cannot well be without; and 
many have not the least knowledge of them, nor any 
manner of taste for books or reading. We are not to 
wonder then, if gaming and hunting, eating and 
drinking’, mutual visits and frivolous discourses, make 
up their whole occupation. What a life is this for 
men that have any parts or understanding! 

6. Their cruelty towards the Helots. 

Lycurgus would be utterly inexcusable if he gave 
occasion, as he is accused of having done, for all the 
rigour and cruelty exercised towards the Helots in 
his republic. These Helots were slaves employed by 
the Spartans to till the ground. It was their custom 
not only to make these poor creatures drunk, and ex¬ 
pose them before their children, in order to give them 
an abhorrence for so shameful and odious a vice, but 
they treated them also with the utmost barbarity, and 
thought themselves at liberty to destroy them by any 
violence or cruelty whatsoever, under pretence of their 
being always ready to rebel. 

Upon a certain occasion related by Thucydides, 1 
2000 of these Helots disappeared at once, without 
any body's knowing what was become of them. Plu- 
sareh pretends, this barbarous custom was not prac¬ 
tised .till after Lycurgus’s time, and that he had no 
band in it. 

7. Modesty and decency entirely neglected. 

But that wherein Lycurgus appears to be most cul¬ 
pable, and what most clearly shows the prodigious 
enormities and gross darkness in which the Pagans 
were plunged. )s the little regard he showed for mo¬ 
desty and decency, in what concerned the education 
of girls, and the marriages of young women; which 
was without doubt the source of those disorders that 
prevailed in Sparta, as Aristotle lias wisely observed. 
When we compare these indecent and licentious in¬ 
stitutions of the wisest legislator that ever profane 
antiquit}’ could boast, with the sanctity and purity of 
the evangelical precepts; what a noble idea does it 
give us of the dignity and excellence of the Christian 
religion! 

Nor will it give us a less advantageous notion of 
this pre-eminence, if we compare the most excellent 
and laudable part of Lycurgus’s institutions with the 
Iaw3 of the gospel. It is, we must own, a wonderful 


thing, that a whole people should consent to a divl 
sion of their lands, which set the poor upon an equal 
footing with the rich; and that by a total exclusion 
of gold and silver, they should reduce themselves to 
a kind of voluntary poverty. But the Spartan legisla¬ 
tor, when he enacted these laws, had the sword in his 
hand; whereas the Christian Legislator says but a 
word, Blessed are the poor in spirit, and thousands 
of the faithful through all succeeding generations, re¬ 
nounce their goods, sell their lands and estates, and 
leave all to follow Jesus Christ, their master, in pov¬ 
erty and want. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF ATHENS. THE LAWS OF SO¬ 
LON. THE HISTORY OF THAT REPUBLIC FROM 

THE TIME OF SOLON TO THE REIGN OF DARIUS 

THE FIRST. 

I have already observed, that Athens was at first 
governed by kings. But they had little more than the 
name; for their whole power being confined to the 
command of the armies, vanished in time of peace. 
Eveiy man was master in his own house, where he 
lived in an absolute state of independence. Codrus, 
the last king of Athens, having devoted himself to 
die for the public good, his sons Medon and Nileus 
quarrelled about the succession. The Athenians took 
this occasion to abolish the regal power, though it did 
not much incommode them; and declared, that Jupi¬ 
ter ajone was king of Athens; at the very same time 
that the Jews, 2 weary of the theocracy, that is, of 
having the true God tor their king, would absolutely 
have a man to reign over them. 

Plutarch observes, that Homer, when he enume¬ 
rates the ships of the confederate Grecians, gives the 
name of people to none but the Athenians; from 
whence it may be inferred, that the Athenians even 
then had a great inclination to a democratical govern¬ 
ment, and that the chief authority was at that time 
vested in the people. 

In the place of their kings they substituted a kind 
of governors for life, under the title of Archons. But 
this perpetual magistracy appeared still, in the eyes 
of this free people, as too lively an image of regal 
power, of which they were desirous of abolishing even 
the very shadow; for which reason, they first reduced 
that office to the term of ten years, and then to that 
of one: and this they did with the view of resuming the 
authority the more frequently into their own hands, 
which they never transferred to their magistrates but 
with regret. 

Such a limited power as this was not sufficient to 
restrain those turbulent spirits, who were grown ex¬ 
cessively jealous of their liberty and independence, 
very tender and apt to be offended at any thing that 
seemed to encroach upon their equality, and always 
read}' to take umbrage at whatever had the least ap¬ 
pearance of dominion or superiority. From hence 
arose continual factions and quarrels: there was no 
agreement or concord among them, either about re¬ 
ligion or government. 

Athens therefore continued a long time incapable 
of enlarging her power, it being very happy for her 
that she could preserve herself from ruin in the midst 
of those long and frequent dissensions, with which 
she had to struggle. 

Misfortunes instruct. Athens learned, at length, 
that true liberty consists in a dependence upon justice 
and reason. This happy subjection could not be es¬ 
tablished, but by a legislator, She therefore pitched 
upon Draco, a man of acknowledged wisdom and 
integrity. It does not appear that 
Greece had, before his time, any A. M. 3380. 
written laws. He published some, Ant. J. C. 624. 
whose rigour, anticipating, as it 
were, the Stoical doctrine, was so great, that it pun¬ 
ished the smallest offence, as well as the most enor¬ 
mous crimes, equally with death. These laws of Dra¬ 
co, written, says Demades, not with ink, but with 
blood, had the same fate as usually attends all violent 
extremes. Sentiments of humanity in the judges, 
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compassion for the accused, whom they were wort 
to look upon rather as unfortunate than criminal, and 
the apprehensions the accusers and witnesses were 
under of rendering 1 themselves odious to the people; 
all these motives, I say, concurred to produce a re¬ 
missness in the execution of the laws; which by that 
means, in process of time, became, as it were abro¬ 
gated through disuse: and thus an excessive rigour 
paved the w r ay for impunity. 

The danger of relapsing iDto*their former disorders, 
made them have recourse to fresh precautions: for 
they were willing to slacken the curb and restraint of 
fear, but not to break it. In order therefore to find 
out mitigations, which might make amends for what 
they took away from the letter of 
A. 1M. 3400. the law, they cast their eyes upon 
Ant. J. C. 604. one of the wisest and most virtuous 
persons of his age, I mean Solon; 
whose singular qualities, and especially his great 
niildoess, bad acquired him the affection and venera¬ 
tion of the whole city. 

His chief application had been to the study of phi¬ 
losophy, and especially to that part of it which we 
call politics, and which teaches the art of government. 
His extraordinary merit gave him one of the first 
ranks among the seven sages of Greece, who render¬ 
ed the age we are speaking of so illustrious. These 
sages often paid visits to one another. 1 One day that 
Solon went to Miletus to see Thales, the first thing 
he said to him w’as, that he wondered why he had 
never chosen to have either wife or children. Thales 
made him no answer then: .but a few days after he 
contrived that a stranger should come into their com¬ 
pany, and pretend that he was just arrived from 
Athens, from whence he had set out about ten days 
before. Solon asked him, if there was no news at 
Athens W'ben he came away. The stranger, who had 
been taught his lesson, replied, that he had heard of 
nothing but the death of a young gentleman, whose 
funeral was attended by all the town; because, as 
they said, he was the son of the worthiest man in the 
city, who was then abseot.—Alas! cried Solon, inter¬ 
rupting the man’s story; how much is the poor father 
of the youth to be pitied! But pray, what is the gen¬ 
tleman’s name?—I heard his name, replied the stran¬ 
ger, but I have forgotten it: I only remember, that 
the people talked much of his wisdom and justice.— 
Every answer afforded new cause for anxiety and ter¬ 
ror to the inquiring father, who was so justly alarmed. 
—Was it not, said he at length, the son of Solon?— 
The very same, replied the stranger. Solon at these 
words rent his clothes, and beat his breast, and, ex- 
ressing his sorrow by tears and groans, abandoned 
_ imself to the most sensible affliction. Thales, see¬ 
ing this, took him by the hand, and said to him with 
a smile: Comfort yourself, my friend; all that has 
been told to you is a mere fiction. Now you see the 
reason why I never married: it is because I am un¬ 
willing to expose rnyself to such trials and afflictions. 

Plutarch has given us a large refutation of Thales’s 
reasoning, which tends to deprive mankind of the 
most natural and reasonable attachments in life, in 
lieu of which the heart of man will not fail to substi¬ 
tute others of an unjust and unlawful nature, which 
will expose him to the same pains and inconveniences. 
The remedy, says this historian, against the grief that 
may arise from the loss of goods, of friends, or of 
children, is not to throw away our estates, and reduce 
ourselves to poverty, to make an absolute renunciation 
of all friendship, or to confine onrselves to a state of 
celibacy; but upon all such accidents and misfor¬ 
tunes, to make a right use of our reason. 

Athens, 2 after some interval of tranquillity and 
peace, which the prudence and courage of Solon had 
procured, who was as great a warrior as he was a 
statesman, relapsed into her former dissensions about 
the government of the commonwealth, and was di¬ 
vided into as many parties, as there were different 
sorts of inhabitants in Attica. For those that lived 
upon the mountains, were fond of popular govern¬ 
ment; those in the low-lands were for an oligarchy; 
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and those that dwelt on the sea-coasts, were for having 
a mixed government, compounded of those two forms 
blended together; and these hindered the other two 
contending parties from getting any ground of each 
other. Besides these, there was a fourth party which 
consisted only of the poor, who were grievously ha¬ 
rassed and oppressed by the rich, on account of their 
debts, which they were not able to discharge. This 
unhappy party was determined to choose themselves 
a chief, who should deliver them from the inhuman 
severity of their creditors, and make an entire change 
in the form of their government, by making a new 
division of the lands. 

In this extreme danger all the wise Athenians cast 
their eyes upon Solon, who was obnoxious to neither 
party; because he had never sided either with the in¬ 
justice of the rich, or the rebellion of the poor; and 
they solicited him very earnestly to take the manage¬ 
ment of affairs, and to endeavour to put an end to 
these differences and disorders. He was very unwil¬ 
ling to take upon him so dangerous a commission: 
however, be was at last chosen Archon, and was con¬ 
stituted supreme arbiter and legislator, with the 
unanimous consent of all parties; the rich liking him, 
as he was rich, and the poor, because he was honest. 
He nowhad it in his pow’er to make himself king: se¬ 
veral of the citizens advised him to it; and even the 
wisest among them, not thinking it was in the power 
of human reason to bring about a favourable change 
consistent with the laws, were not unwilling that the 
supreme power should be vested in one man, who 
was so eminently distinguished for his prudence and 
justice. But, notwithstanding all the remonstrances 
that w r ere made to him, and all the solicitations and 
reproaches of his friends, who treated his refusal of 
the diadem as an effect of pusillanimity and meanness 
of spirit, he was still firm and unchangeable in his 
purpose, and thought only of settling a form of gov¬ 
ernment in his country, that should be the parent of a 
just and reasonable liberty. Not venturing to meddle 
with certain disorders and evils which he looked upon 
as incurable, he undertook to bring about no other al¬ 
teration or changes, than such as he thought he could 
persuade the citizens to comply with, by the influence 
of reason; or bring them into, by the w r eie;ht of his au¬ 
thority; wisely mixing, as he himself said, authority 
and power with reason and justice. Wherefore, when 
one afterwards asked him, if the laws which he had 
made for the Athenians, were the best that could be 
given them; Yes, said he, the best they were capable 
of receiving. 

The soul of popular states is equalit}'. But, for 
fear of disgusting the rich, Solon durst not propose 
any equality of lands and wealth; whereby Attica as 
well as Laconia, would have resembled a paternal in¬ 
heritance divided among a number of brethren. How¬ 
ever, he went so far as to put an end to the slavery 
and oppression of those poor citizens, whose excessive 
debts and accumulated arrears had forced them to sell 
their persons and liberty, and reduce themselves to a 
state of servitude and bondage. An express law was 
made, which declared all debtors discharged and ac¬ 
quitted of all their debts. 

This affair drew Solon into a troublesome scrape, 3 
w hich gave him a great deal of vexation and concern. 
When he first determined to cancel the debts, he 
foresaw, that such an edict, which had something in it 
contrary to justice, would be extremely offensive. For 
which reason, he endeavoured in some measure to 
rectify the tenor of it, by introducing it with a specious 
preamble, which set forth a great many very plausible 

f jretexts, and gave a colour of equity and reason to the 
aw, which in reality it had not. But in order hereto, 
he first disclosed his design to some particular friends, 
w'hom he used to consult in all his affairs, and con¬ 
certed with them the form and the terms in which this 
edict should be expressed. Now, before it was pub¬ 
lished, his friends, who were more interested than 
faithful, secretly borrowed large sums of money of 
their rich acquaintance, which they laid out in pur¬ 
chasing of lands, as knowing they would not be af- 


X JPlut. in Solon, p. 81,82. 
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fected by the edict. When the edict was published, 
the general indignation that was raised by such a base 
and flagrant knavery, fell upon Solon, though in fact 
he had no hand in it. But it is not enough for a man 
in office to be disinterested and upright himself; all 
that surround and approach him ought to be so too; 
wife, relations, friends, secretaries, and servants. The 
faults of others are charged to his account; all the 
wrongs, all the rapine, that may be committed either 
through his negligence or connivance, are justly im¬ 
puted to him; because it is his business, and one of 
the principal designs of his being put into trust, to 
prevent those corruptions and abuses. 

This ordinance at first pleased neither of the two 
parties: it disgusted the rich, because it abolished the 
debts; and dissatisfied the poor, because it did not or¬ 
dain a new division of the lands, as they had expected, 
and as Lycurgushad actually effected at Sparta. But 
Solon’s influence at Athens fell very short of that 
which Lycurgus had acquired in Sparta; for he had 
no other authority over the Athenians, than what the 
reputation of his wisdom, and the confidence of the 
people in his integrity, had procured him. 

However, in a little time afterwards, this ordinance 
was generally approved, and the same powers as be¬ 
fore were continued to Solon. 

He repealed all the laws that had been made by 
Draco, except those against murder. The reason of 
his doing this, was the excessive rigour of those laws, 
which inflicted death alike upon all sorts of offenders; 
so that they who were convicted of sloth and idleness, 
or they that had stolen only a few herbs or a little 
fruit out of a garden, were as severely punished as 
those that were guilty of murder or sacrilege. 

He then proceeded to the regulation of officers, em¬ 
ployments, and magistracies, all which he left in the 
Lands of the rich; for which reason he distributed all 
the rich citizens into three classes, ranging them ac¬ 
cording to the difference of their incomes and reven¬ 
ues, and according to the value and estimation of each 
particular man’s estate. Those that were found to 
have 500 measures per annum , as well in corn as in 
liquids, were placed in the first rank; those that had 
300 were placed in the second; and those that had but 
200 made up the third. 

All the rest of the citizens, whose income fell short 
of 200 measures, were comprised in a fourth and last 
class, and were never admitted into any employ¬ 
ments. 1 But, in order to make them amends for this 
exclusion from offices, he left them a right to vote in 
tiie assemblies and judgments of the people; which at 
first seemed to be a matter of little consequence, but 
in time became extremely advantageous, and made 
them masters of all the affairs of the city; for most 
of the law-suits and differences were ultimately refer¬ 
red to the people, to whom an appeal lay from all the 
judgments of the magistrates; and in the assemblies 
of the people the greatest and most important affairs 
of the state, relating to peace or war, were also de¬ 
termined. 

The Areopagus, so called from the place where its 
assemblies were held, 2 had been a long time estab¬ 
lished. Solon restored and augmented its authority, 
leaving to that tribunal, as the supreme court of judi¬ 
cature, a general inspection and superintendency over 
all affairs, as also the care of causing the laws (of 
which he made that body the guardian) to be observed 
and put in execution. Before his time, the citizens 
of the greatest probity and worth were made the 
judges of the Areopagus. Solon was the first that 
thought it convenient that none should be honoured 
with that dignity, except such as had passed through 
the office of Archon. Nothing was so august as tfiis 
6enate; 3 and its reputation for judgment and integri¬ 
ty became so very great, that the Romans sometimes 


i Plut. in Solon, p. 88. 

Q This was a hill near the citadel of Athens, called Areo- 

S a?us. that is to say, the hill of Mars ; because it was there 
Tars had been tried for the murder of Halirrothius, the eon 
of Neptune. 

a Vai. Max. 1. viii. c. 1. Lucian in Hcrmot. p. 595. Quin- 
til. 1. vi. c. 1. y 


referred causes, which were too intricate for their 
own decision, to the determination of this tribunal. 

Nothing was regarded or attended to here, hut truth 
alone; and to the end that no external objects might 
divert the attention of the judges, their tribunal was 
always held at night, or in the dark; and the orators 
were not allowed to make use of any exordium, di¬ 
gression, or peroration. 

Solon, to prevent as much as possible the abuse 
which the people might make of the great authority he 
left them, created a second council, consisting of 400 
men, 100 out of every tribe; and ordered all causes 
and affairs to be brought before this council, and to 
be maturely examined by them, before they were 
proposed to the general assembly of the people; to 
the judgment of which the sentiments of the other 
were to submit, and to which alone belonged the right 
of giving a final sentence and decision. It was upon 
this subject that Anacharsis (whom the reputation of 
the sages of Greece had brought from the heart of 
Scythia) said one day to Solon, “ I wonder you should 
empower wise men only to deliberate and debate 
upon affairs, and leave the determination and decision 
of them wholly to fools.” 

Upon another occasion, when Solon was conversing 
with him upon some other regulations he bad in view, 
Anacharsis, astonished that ne could expect to suc¬ 
ceed in his designs of restraining the avarice and in¬ 
justice of the citizens by written laws, answered him 
m this manner: “Give me leave to tell you, that these 
written laws are just like spiders’ webs: the weak and 
small may be caught and,entangled in them; but the 
rich and powerful will break through them and des¬ 
pise them.” 

Solon, who was an able and prudent man, was very 
sensible of the inconveniences that attend a democra¬ 
cy, or popular government: but, having thoroughly 
studied, and being perfectly well acquainted with, the 
character and disposition of the Athenians, he knew 
it would be a vain attempt to take the sovereignty out 
of the people’s hands; and that if they parted with it 
at one time, they would soon resume it at another by 
force and violence. He therefore contented himself 
with limiting their power by the authority of the 
Areopagus and the council of Four Hundred; judg¬ 
ing, that the state, being supported and strengthened 
by these two powerful bodies, as by two good anchors, 
would not be so liable to commotions and disorders 
as it had been, and that the people would enjoy more 
tranquillity. 

I snail mention only some of the laws which Solon 
made, by which the reader may be able to form a 
judgment of the rest. In the first place, 4 every par¬ 
ticular person was authorised to espouse the quarrel 
of any one that was injured and insulted; so that the 
first comer might prosecute the offender, and bring 
him to justice for the outrage he had committed. 

The design of this wise legislator by this ordinance 
was, to accustom his citizens to have a fellow-feeling 
of one another’s sufferings and misfortunes, as they 
were all members of one and the same body. 

By another law, 5 those persons that in public dif¬ 
ferences and dissensions did not declare themselves 
of one party or other, but waited to see how things 
w r ould go before they determined, were declared infa¬ 
mous, condemned to perpetual banishment, and to 
have all their estates confiscated. Solon had learnt, 
from long experience and deep reflection, that the 
rich, the powerful, and even the wise and virtuous, 
are usually the most backward to expose themselves 
to the inconveniences which public dissensions and 
troubles produce in society; and that their zeal for 
the public good does not render them so vigilant and 
active in the defence of it, as the passions of the fac¬ 
tious render them industrious to destroy it; that the 
right side being thus abandoned by those that are ca¬ 
pable of giving more weight, authority, and strength 
to it by tbeir union and concurrence, becomes unable 
to grapple with the audacious and violent enterprises 
of a few daring innovators. To prevent this misfor¬ 
tune, which maybe attended with the most fatal con- 
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sequences to a state, Solon judged it proper to force 
the well affected, by the fear of greater inconveni¬ 
ences to themselves, to declare at the very beginning 
of any commotion, for the party that was in the right, 
and to animate the spirit and courage of the best citi¬ 
zens by engaging with them in the common danger, 
lly this method of accustoming the minds of the peo¬ 
ple to look upon that man almost as an enemy and a 
traitor, that should appear indifferent to, and uncon¬ 
cerned at, the misfortunes of the public, he provided 
the state with a quick and sure resource against the 
sudden enterprises of wicked and profligate citizens. 

Solon abolished the giving of portions in marriage 
with young women unless they were only daughters; 1 
and ordered that the bride should carry no other for¬ 
tune to her husband than three suits of clothes, and 
some household goods of little value; for he would not 
have matrimony become a traffic, and a mere com¬ 
merce of interest; but desired that it should be re¬ 
garded as an honourable fellowship nnd society, in 
order to raise subjects to the state, to make the mar¬ 
ried pair live agreeably and harmoniously together, 
and to give continual testimony of mutual love and 
tenderness to each other. 

Before Solon’s time, the Athenians were not allow¬ 
ed to make their wills ; the wealth of the deceased al¬ 
ways devolved upon his children and family. Solon’s 
law allowed every one that was childless, to dispose 
of his whole estate as he thought fit; preferring by 
that means friendship to kindred, and choice to ne¬ 
cessity and constraint, and rendering every man truly 
master of his own fortune, by leaving him at liberty 
to bestow it where he pleased. This law however did 
not authorize indifferently all sorts of donations! it 
justified and approved of none but those that were 
made freely and without any compulsion; without 
having the mind distempered and intoxicated by po¬ 
tions or charms, or perverted and seduced by the 
allurements and caresses of a woman; for this wise 
lawgiver was justly persuaded, that there is no differ¬ 
ence to be made between being seduced and being 
forced, looking upon artifice and violence, pleasure 
and pain, in the same light, when they are made use 
of as means to impose upon men’s reason, and to cap¬ 
tivate the liberty of their understandings. 

Another regulation he made was to lessen the re¬ 
wards of the victors at the Isthmian and Olympic 
games, 2 and to fix them at a certain value, viz. 100 
drachmas, which make about two pounds, for the first 
sort; and 500 drachmas, or about ten pounds, for the 
second. He thought it a shameful thing, that athletje 
and wrestlers, a sort of people not only useless, but 
often dangerous to the state, should have any consi¬ 
derable rewards allotted them, which ought rather to 
be reserved for the families of those persons who died 
in the service of their country; it being very just and 
reasonable, that the state should support and provide 
for such orphans, who .probably might come in time 
to follow the good examples of their fathers. 

In order to encourage arts, trades, and manufac¬ 
tures, the senate of the Areopagus was charged with 
the care of inquiring into the ways and means that 
every man made use of to gain his livelihood, and of 
chastising and punishing all those who led an idle 
life. Besides the fore-mentioned view of bringing arts 
and trades into a flourishing condition, this regulation 
was founded upon two other reasons still more im¬ 
portant. 

First, Solon considered, that such persons as have 
no fortune, and make use of no methods of industry 
to gain their livelihood, are ready to employ all man¬ 
ned of unjust and unlawful means for acquiring mo¬ 
ney; and that the necessity of substituting some way 
or other disposes them for committing all sorts of 
misdemeanours, rapine, knaveries, and frauds; from 
which springs up a school of vice in the bosom of the 
commonwealth; and such a leaven gains ground, as 
does not fail to spread its infection, and by degrees 

Corrupt the monncia of tlic public. 

In the second place, the most able statesmen have 


» Plut. in Solon, p. 89. 
a Plut. p. 91 Diog. Laert. in Solon, p. 37. 


always looked upon these indigent and idle people 
as a troop of dangerous, restless, and turbulent spirits, 
eager after innovation and change, always ready for 
seditions and insurrections, and interested in revolu¬ 
tions of the state, by which alone they can hope to 
change their own situation and fortune. It was for 
all these reasons, that in the law we are speaking of, 
Solon declared, that a son should not be obliged to 
support his father in old age or necessity, if the latter 
had not taken care to have his son brought up to some 
trade or occupation. All children that were spurious 
and illegitimate, were exempted from the same duty, 
for it is evident, says Solon, that whoever thus con¬ 
temns the dignity and sanctity of matrimony, has 
never had in view the lawful end we ought to propose 
to ourselves in having children, but only the gratifi¬ 
cation of a loose passion. Having then satisfied his 
own desires, he lias no proper right over the persons 
who may spring from this disgraceful intercourse, 
upon whose lives, as well as births, he has entailed 
an indelible infamy and reproach. 

It was prohibited to speak any ill of the dead : 3 be¬ 
cause religion directs us to account the dead as sacred, 
justice requires us to spare those that are no more, 
and good policy should hinder hatred from becoming 
immortal. 

It was also forbidden to affront or give ill language 
to any body in the temples, in courts of judicature, in 
public assemblies, and in the theatres, during the time 
of representation: for to be no where able to govern 
our passions and resentments, argues too untractable 
and licentious a disposition; as on the other hand, to 
restrain them at all times, and upon all occasions, is 
a virtue beyond the strength of mere human nature, 
and a perfection reserved for the evangelical lau T . 

Cicero observes, that this wise legislator of Athens, 
whose laws w r ere in force even in his time, had pro¬ 
vided no law against parricide; and being asked the 
reason why he had not, he answered: “That to make 
laws against, and ordain punishments for, a crime that 
hitherto had never been known or heard of, was the 
way to introduce it, rather than to prevent it.” 4 * I 
omit several of his laws concerning marriage and 
adultery, in which there are remarkable and manifest 
contradictions, and a great mixture of light and dark¬ 
ness, knowledge and error, which we generally find 
even among the very wisest of the heathens, who had 
no established principles. 

After Solon had published his laws, and engaged 
the people by public oath to observe them religiously, 
at least for the term of 100 years, he thought proper 
to remove from Athens, in order to give them time to 
take root, and to gather strength by custom; as also 
to rid himself of the trouble and importunity of those 
who came to consult him about the meaning of his 
laws, and tu avoid the complaints and ill will of others: 
for, as he said himself, in great undertakings it is 
hard (if not impossible) to please all parties. He was 
absent ten years, in which interval of time we are to 
place his journeys into Egypt, into Lydia, to visit 
king Croesus, and into several other 
countries. At his return he found A. M. 3445. 
the whole city in commotion and Ant. J. C. 559. 
trouble; 6 the three old factions 
were revived, and had formed three different parties. 
Lycurgusw 7 as at the head of the people that inhabited 
the low-lands; Megacles, son of Alcmmon, was the 
leader of the inhabitants upon the sea-coast; and Pi- 
sistratus had declared for the mountaineers, to whom 
were joined the handicraftsmen and labourers who 
lived by their industry, and who were particularly 
hostile to the rich: of these three leaders the two lat¬ 
ter were the most powerful and considerable. 

Megacles was the son of that Alcmmon whom Croe¬ 
sus had extremely enriched for a particular service 
which he had done him. 6 He had likewise married a 
lady, who had brought him an immense portion: her 

3 Plut. in Solon, p. 89. 

* Sapienier fecisse dicitur, cum de eo nihil sanxerit, quod 
antca commissum non erat; ne, non tarn prohibere, quam 

admonere, videretur. Pro. Rose. Amer. n. 70. 

6 Plut. in Solon, p. 94. 
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name was Agarista, (he daughter of Clisthenes, tyrant 
of Sicyon. This Clisthenes was the richest and most 
opulent prince at this time in Greece. In order to be 
able to choose a worthy son-in-law, and to know his 
temper, manners, and character, from his own expe¬ 
rience, Clisthenes invited all the young noblemen of 
Greece to come and spend a year with him at his 
house; for this was an ancient custom in that country. 
Several youths accepted the invitation, and came from 
different parts to the number of thirteen. Nothing 
was seen every day but races, games, tournaments, 
magnificent entertainments, and conversations upon 
all sorts of topics. One of the gentlemen, who had 
hitherto surpassed all his competitors, lost the prin¬ 
cess, by having made use of some indecent gestures 
and postures in his dancing, with which her father 
was extremely offended. Clisthenes, at the end of the 
year, declared for Megacles, and sent the rest of the 
noblemen away, loaded with civilities and presents. 
Such was Megacles. 

Pisistratus was a well-bred man, * 1 of a gentle and 
insinuating behaviour, ready to succour and assist the 
poor; 2 prudent and moderate towards his enemies; a 
ruo.st artful and accomplished dissembler; and one who 
had all the exterior of virtue, even beyond the most 
virtuous; who seemed to be the most zealous stickler 
for equality among the citizens, and who absolutely 
declared against all innovations and change. 

It was not very hard for him to impose upon the 
people with all this artifice and address. But Solon 
uickly saw'through his disguise, and perceived the 
rift of all his seeming virtue and fair pretences; how¬ 
ever he thought fit to observe measures with him in 
the beginning, hoping, perhaps, by gentle methods to 
bring him back to his duty. 

It was at this time 3 * * Thespis began to change the 
Grecian tragedy I say change: because it was in¬ 
vented long before. This novelty drew all the world 
after it. Solon went among the rest for the sake of 
hearing Thespis, who acted himself, according to the 
custom of the ancient poets. When the play was 
ended, he called to Thespis, and asked him, “ Whe¬ 
ther he was not ashamed to utter such lies before so 
many people?” Thespis made answer, •* That there 
was no harm in lies of that sort, and in poetical fic¬ 
tions, which were made only for diversion.”—“No,” 
replied Solon, giving a great stroke with his stick 
ujDon the ground ; “but if we suffer and approve of 
lying for our own diversion, it will quickly find its 
way into our serious engagements, and all our busi¬ 
ness and affairs.” 

In the mean time Pisistratus still pushed on his 
point; and, in order to accomplish it, made use of a 
stratagem that succeeded as well as he could expect.5 
He gave himself several wounds; 6 and in that condi¬ 
tion, with his body all bloody, he caused himself to 
be carried in a chariot into the market place, where 
he inflamed the populace, by giving them to under¬ 
stand that his enemies had treated him in that manner, 
and that he was the victim of his zeal for the public 
good. 

An assembly of the people was immediately con¬ 
vened: and there it was resolved, in spite of all the 
remonstrances Solon could make against it, that fifty 
guards should be allowed Pisistratus for the security 
of his person. He soon augmented the number as 
much as he thought fit, and by their means made him¬ 
self master of the citadel. *All his enemies betook 
themselves to flight, and the whole city was in great 

* Piut. in Solon, p. 95. 

9 We are not here to understand such as begged or asked 
alms : for in those times, says Isocrates, there was no citizen 
that died of hunger, or dishonoured his city by begging. 
Oral. Areop. p. 309. 

3 Plut. in Solon, p. 95. 

4 Tragedy was in being a long time before Thespis ; but 
it was only a chorus of persons that sang, and said opprobri¬ 
ous things to one another. Thespis was the first that im¬ 
proved this chorus by the addition of a character, who, in 
order to give the rest time to take breath, and to recover 
^heir spirits, recited an adventure of some illustrious person. 
And Lhis reciial gave occasion afterwards for introducing 
the suhjects of iraeedics. 

5 Herod. 1. i. c. 59—64. * Plut. in Solon, p. 95, 96. 


consternation and disorder, except Solon, who loudly 
reproached the Athenians with their cowardice and 
folly, and the tyrant with his treachery. Upon his 
being asked what it was that gave him so much firm¬ 
ness and resolution? It is, said he, my old age. He 
was indeed very old, and did not seem to risk much, 
as the end of his life was very near: though it often 
happens, that men grow fonder of life in proportion 
as they have less reason and right to desire it should 
be prolonged. But Pisistratus, after he had subdued 
all, thought this conquest imperfect till he had gained 
Solon: and as he was well acquainted with the means 
that are proper to conciliate an old man, he spared 
no caresses, omitted nothing that could tend to soften 
and win upon him, and showed him all possible 
marks of friendship and esteem, doing him all man¬ 
ner of honour, having him often about his person, and 
publicly professing a great veneration for his laws; 
which in truth he both observed himself, and caused 
to be observed by others. Solon seeing it was im¬ 
possible either to bring Pisistratus by fair means to 
renounce this usurpation or to depose him by force, 
thought it a point of prudence not to exasperate the 
tyrant by rejecting the advances he made him, and 
hoped, at the same time, that by entering into his 
confidence and counsels, he might at least be capable 
of conducting and turning into a proper channel a 
power which he could not abolish, and of mitigating 
the mischief and calamity that he had not been able 
to prevent. 

Solon did not survive the liberty of his country two 
years complete: for Pisistratus made himself master 
of Athens, under the arrhon Comias, the first year of 
the*51st Olympiad, and Solon died the year follow¬ 
ing, under the archon Ilegestratus, who succeeded 
Comias. 

The two parties, the heads of which were Lycur- 
gus and Megacles, uniting, drove Pisistratus out of 
Athens. He was, however, soon recalled by Mega- 
cles, who gave him his daughter in marriage. But a 
difference that arose upon occasion of this match, 
having embroiled them afresh, the Alcmaeonidae had 
the worst, and were obliged to retire. Pisistratus was 
twice deposed, and twice found means to reinstate 
himself. His artifices acquired him his power, and his 
moderation maintained him in it; and without doubt 
his eloquence, 7 which even in Tully’s judgment was 
very great, rendered him very acceptable to the Athe¬ 
nians who were hut too apt to be affected with the 
charms of oratory, as it made them forget the care of 
their libertj\ An exact submission to the laws distin¬ 
guished Pisistratus from most other usurpers: and the 
mildness of his government was such as might make 
rqany a lawful sovereign blush. For which reason 
the character of Pisistratus has been thought worthy 
of being set in opposition to that of other tyrants. 
Cicero, doubting what use Caesar would make of his 
victory at Pharsalia, wrote to his dear friend Atticus, 
JVe do not yet know , whether the destiny of Rome 
will have us groan under a Phalaris , or live under a 
Pisistratus . 8 

This tyrant, indeed, if we are to call him so, always 
showed himself very popular and moderate; and had 
such a command of his temper, 9 as to bear reproaches 
and insults with patience, when he had it in his power 
to revenge them with a word. His gardens and 
orchards were open to all the citizens; 10 in which he 
was afterwards imitated by Cimon. It is said he was 
the first who opened a public library in Athens, 11 
which after his time was much augmented, and at last 
carried into Persia by Xerxes, when he took the city. 
But Zeleucus Nicanor, a long time afterwards, caused 
it to be brought back to Athens. Cicero 12 thinks also 


i Pisistratus dieendo tantiim valuisse dicitnr, ut ei Athe- 
nienses regium imperium oratione capti permitterent. Val. 
Max. 1. viii. e. 9. 

Quis doctior iisdem tempnribug, aut cujus eloqitentia lite- 
ris instruetior fuisse traditur, quim Pisistrati ? Cic. de Orat. 

1. iii. n. 137. 

s Incnrtum est Phalarimne, an Pisistratum.sit imitaturus 

Ad Attic. 1. vii. Ep. xix. 

a Val. Max. 1. v. c. 1. Athen. 1. xii. p. 532. 

n Aul. Gel. 1. vi. c. 17. 41 Lib. iii. de Orat. n. 137. 
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ft was Pisistratus who first made the Athenians ac¬ 
quainted with the poems of Homer; who arranged 
tne bodks in the order in which we now find them, 
whereas before they were confused and not digested; 
and who first caused them to be publicly read at the 
feasts called Panathenoea. Plato ascribes this honour 
to his son Hipparchus. 1 

Pisistratus died in tranquillity, 2 and transmitted to 
his sons the sovereign power, which he had usurped 
thirty years before; seventeen of which he had reign¬ 
ed in peace. 

^ His sons ivere Hippias and Hip- 

V A. M. 3478. parchus. Thncj dides adds a third, 
Ant. J. C. 526. whom he calls Thessalus. They 
A seem to have inherited from their 

£ father an affection for learning and learned men. Pla¬ 
to, who attributes to Hipparchus ivhat we have said 
$ concerning the poems of Horner, 3 adds, that he in- 
3 vited to Athens the famous poet Anacreon, who was 
-* *of Teos, a city of Ionia; ana that he sent a vessel of 
fifty oars on purpose for him. He likewise entertain¬ 
ed at his house Simonides another famous poet of the 
isle of Ceos, one of the Cyclades, in the iEgean sea, 
to whom he gave a large pension, and made very rich 
presents. The design of these princes in inviting men 
of letters to Athens was, says Plato, to soften and cul¬ 
tivate the minds of the citizens, and to infuse into them 
a relish and love for virtue, by giving them a taste for 
learning and the sciences. Their care extended even 
to the instructing of the peasants and country people, 
bv erecting not only in the streets of the city, but in 
all the roads and highways, statues of stone, called 
Mercuries, with grave sentences and moral maxims 
carved upon them; in which manner thosesilent mon¬ 
itors gave instructive lessons to all passengers. Plato 
seems to suppose that Hipparchus had the authority, 
or that the two brothers reigned together. But Thu¬ 
cydides shows, 4 that Hippias, as the' eldest of the 
sons, succeeded his father in the government. 

Be this as it may, their reign in the whole, after the 
death of Pisistratus, was only of eighteen years’ dura¬ 
tion: it ended in the following manner. 

Harmodius and Aristogiton, both citizens of Athens, 
had contracted a very strict friendship. 5 Hipparchus, 
angry with the former for a personal affront he pre¬ 
tended to have received from him, endeavoured to 
revenge himself upon his sister, by putting a public 
affront upon her, obliging her shamefullj r to retire 
from a solemn procession, in which she was to carry 
one of the sacred baskets, alleging, that she was not 
in a fit condition to assist at such a ceremony. Her 
brother, and still more his friend, being stung to the 
quick by so gross and outrageous an affront, took 
from that moment a resolution to attack the tyrants. 
And to do it the more effectually, they waited for the 
opportunity of a festival, tvhich they judged would be 
very favourable for their purpose: this was the feast 
of the Panathenaea, in which the ceremdny required 
that all the tradesmen and artificers should be under 
arms. For the greater security, they admitted only 
a very small number of the citizens into their secret; 
conceiving that upon the first motion all the rest 
would join them. The day being come, they went 
betimes into the market-place, armed with daggers. 
Hippias came out of the palace, and went to the Cera- 
raicus, which was a place without the city, where the 
company of guards then were, to give the necessary 
orders for the ceremony. The two friends having fol¬ 
lowed him thither, saw one of the conspirators talking 
very* familiarly with him, which made them appre¬ 
hend they were betrayed. They could have executed 
their design that moment upon Hippias; but were 
willing to begin their vengeance upon the author of 
the affront they had received. They therefore return¬ 
ed into the city, where, meeting with Hipparchus, 
they killed him; but heing immediately apprehend¬ 
ed, themselves were slain and Hippias found means 
to dispel the storm. 

After this affair, he no longer observed any mea¬ 
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sures, and reigned like a true tyrant, putting to death 
a vast number of citizens. To guard himself for the 
future against a like enterprise, and to secure a safe 
retreat ior himself, in case of any accident, he endea¬ 
voured to strengthen himself by a foreign support, 
and to that end gave his daughter in marriage to the 
son of the tyrant of Lampsncus. 

In the mean time, 6 the Alcmaeonidce, who from the 
beginning of the revolution, had been banished from 
Athens by Pisistratus, and who saw their hopes frus¬ 
trated by the bad success of the last conspiracy, did 
not however lose courage, but turned their views 
another way. As they were very rich and powerful, 
they got themselves appointed by the Amphictyons, 
who constituted the general couneil of Greece, to su¬ 
perintend the rebuilding of the temple of Delphi, for 
the sura of 300 talents, or 300,000 crowns. 7 As they 
were naturally generous, and had besides their rea¬ 
sons for being so on this occasion, they added to this 
sum a great deal of their own money, and made the 
whole "front of the temple all of Parian marble, at 
their particular expense; whereas by the contract 
made with the Amphictyons, it was only to have been 
made of common stone. 

The liberality of the Alcmasonidas was not altoge¬ 
ther a free bounty; neither was their magnificence 
towards the god of Delphi a pure effect of religion: 
policy was the chief motive. They hoped by this 
means to acquire great influence in the temple, and 
it happened according to their expectation. The 
money, which they plentifully poured into the hands 
of the priestess, rendered them absolute masters of 
the oracle, and of the pretended god who presided 
over it, and who for the future becoming their echo, 
did no more than faithfully repeat the words they dic¬ 
tated to him, and gratefully lent them the assistance 
of his voice and authority. As often therefore as any 
Spartan came to consult the priestess, whether upon 
his ow r n affairs or upon those of the state, no promise 
was ever made him of the god’s assistance, but upon 
condition that the Lacedaemonians should deliver 
Athens from the yoke of tyranny. This order was so 
often repeated to them by the oracle, that they re¬ 
solved at last to make war against the Pisistratidae, 
though they were under the strongest engagements 
of friendship and hospitality with them: herein pre¬ 
ferring the w ill of God, says Herodotus, to all human 
considerations. 8 

The first attempt of this kind miscarried; and the 
troops they sent against the tyrant w r ere repulsed with 
loss. Notwithstanding a little time after, they made 
a second, w hich seemed to promise no better success 
than the first; because most of the Lacedaemonians, 
seeing the siege they had laid before Athens likely to 
continue a great wtiile, retired and left only a small 
number of troops to carry it on. But the tyrant's 
children, who had been clandestinely conveyed out 
of the city, in order to be put in a safe place, being 
taken by the enemy, the father, to redeem them, was 
obligedto come to an accommodation with the Athe¬ 
nians, by which it was stipulated, that he should de¬ 
part out of Attica in five days’ time. 

Accordingly, he actually* retired A. M. 3496. 
within the time limited, and settled Ant. J. C. 508. 
at Sigaeum, a town in Phrygia, seat¬ 
ed at the mouth of the river Scamander. 

Pliny observes, 9 that the tyrants were driven out ot 
Athens the same year the kings were expelled Rome. 
Extraordinary honours were paid to the memory of 
Harmodius and Aristogiton. Their names were infi¬ 
nitely respected at Athens in all succeeding ages, and 
almost held in equal reverence with those of the gods. 
Statues were forthwith erected to them in the market¬ 
place, which was an honour that had never been con¬ 
ferred on any man before. The very sight of these 
statues, exposed to the view of all the citizens, kept 
up their hatred and detestation of tyranny, and daily 
renewed their sentiments of gratitude to those gene¬ 
rous defenders of their liberty, who had not scrupled 
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to purchase it with their lives, and to seal it with their 
blood. Alexander the Great, 1 who knew how dear 
the memory of these men was to the Athenians, and 
how far they carried their zeal in this respect, thought 
he did them a sensible pleasure in sending baek to 
them the statues of those two great men, which he 
found m Persia after the defeat of Darius, and which 
Xerxes had formerly carried thither from Athens. 
Pausanias ascribes this action to Seleucas Nicanor, 
one of the successors of Alexander; and adds, that he 
also sent back to the Athenians their public library, 
which Xerxes had carried off with him into Persia. 
Athens, 2 at the time of her deliverance from tyranny, 
did not confine her gratitude solely to the authors of 
her liberty, but extended it even to a woman who had 
signalized her courage on that occasion. This woman 
was a courtezan, named Letena, who by the charms of 
her beauty, and skill in playing on the harp, had par¬ 
ticularly captivated Harmodius and Aristogiton. After 
their death, the tyrant, who knew they had concealed 
nothing from this woman, caused her to be put to the 
torture, in order to make her declare the names of the 
other conspirators. Cut she bore all the cruelty of 
their torments with an invincible constancy, and ex¬ 
pired in the midst of them; showing the world that 
her sex is more courageous, and more capable of 
keeping a secret, than some men imagine. The Athe¬ 
nians would not suffer the memory of so heroic an 
action to be lost; and to prevent the lustre of it from 
being sullied by the consideration of her‘character as 
a courtezan, they endeavored to conceal that cir¬ 
cumstance, by representing her, in the statue which 
they erected to her honour, under the figure of a 
lioness without a tongue. 

Plutarch, in the life of Aristides, 3 relates a circum¬ 
stance which does great honour to the Athenians, and 
shows to what a pitch they carried their gratitude to 
their deliverer, and their respect for his memory. 
They had learned that the grand-daughter of Aristo¬ 
giton lived at Lemnos, in very mean and poor circum¬ 
stances, nobody being willing to marry her upon 
account of her extreme indigence and poverty. The 
people of Athens sent for her, and, marrying her to 
one of the most rich and considerable men of their 
city, gave her an estate in land in the town of Pota- 
mos for her portion. 

Athens seemed, in recovering her liberty, to have 
also recovered her pristine courage. During the reigns 
of her tyrants, she had acted with indolence and in¬ 
difference, as knowing what she did was not for her¬ 
self, but for them. But after her deliverance from 
their yoke, the vigour and activity she exerted was 
of a quite different kind; because then her labours 
were her own. 

Athens, however, did not immediately enjoy a per¬ 
fect tranquillity. Two of her citizens, Clisthenes, 
one of the Alcmceonidre, and Isagoras, who were men 
of the greatest power in the city, by contending with 
each other for superiority, created two considerable 
factions. The former, who had gained the people on 
his side, made an alteration in the form of their esta¬ 
blishment, and instead of four tribes, whereof they 
consisted before, divided that body into ten tribes, to 
which, he gave the names of the ten sons of Ion, 
whom the Greek historians make the father and first 
founder of the nation. Isagoras, seeing himself infe¬ 
rior in credit to his rival, had recourse to the Lacedae¬ 
monians. Cleomenes, one of the two kings of Sparta, 
obliged Clisthenes to depart from Athens, with 700 
families of his adherents. But they soon returned 
with their leader, and were restored to all their es¬ 
tates and fortunes. 

The Lacedaemonians, stung with spite and jealousy 
against Athens, because she took upon her to act in¬ 
dependent of their authority; and repenting also that 
they had delivered her from her tyrants upon the credit 
of an oracle, of which they had since discovered the 
imposture, began to think of reinstating Hippias, one 
of the son3 of Pisistratus; and to that end sent for 
him from Sigoeum, whither he had retired. They then 
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communicated their design in an assembly of the de¬ 
puties of their allies, whose assistance and concur¬ 
rence they were anxious to secure, in order to-render 
their enterprise successful. 

The deputy of Corinth spoke first on this occasion, 
and expressed great astonishment that the Lacedae¬ 
monians, who were themselves avowed enemies of 
tyranny, and professed the greatest abhorrence for all 
arbitrary government, should desire to establish it 
elsewhere: he exposed to their view in the fullest 
light, all the cruel and horrid effects of tyrannical 
government, which his own country, Corinth, had but 
very lately felt by woful experience. The rest of the 
deputies applauded his discourse, and were of his 
opinion. Thus the enterprise came to nothing; and 
had no other effect than to discover the base jealousy 
of the Lacedaemonians, and to cover them with shame 
and confusion. 

Hippias, defeated of his hopes, retired into Asia to 
Artaphernes, governor of Sardis for the king of Per¬ 
sia, whom he endeavoured by every method to en¬ 
gage in a war against Athens; representing to him, 
that the taking of so rich and powerful a city would 
render him master of all Greece. Artaphernes here¬ 
upon required of the Athenians that they would rein¬ 
state Hippias in the government; to which they made 
no other answer, than by a downright and absolute 
refusal. This was the original ground and occasion 
of the wars between the Persians and the Greeks, 
which will be the subject of the following books, 

ARTICLE IX. 

ILLUSTRIOUS MEN WHO DISTINGUISHED THEM¬ 
SELVES IN THE ARTS AND SCIENCES. 

I begin with the poet3, as the most ancient. 

Homer, the most celebrated and illustrious of all 
the poets, is he of whom we have the least knowledge, 
either with respect to the country where he was born 
or the time in which he lived. Among the seven 
cities of Greece that contended for the honour of hav¬ 
ing given him birth, Smyrna seems to have the best 
title to that glorious distinction. 

Herodotus tells us, 4 that Homer 
wrote 400 years before his time, A. M. 3160 
that is, 340 years after the taking Ant. J. C. 844 
of Troy; for Herodotus flourished 
740 years after that expedition. 

Some authors have pretended that he was called 
Homer, because he was born blind. Velleius Pater¬ 
culus rejects this story with contempt. If any man, 5 
says he, believes that Homer was born blind , he must 
be so himself\ and even have lost all his senses. In¬ 
deed, accordingto the observation of Cicero, 6 Homer’s 
works are rather pictures than poems, so perfectly 
does he paint to the life, and set the images of every 
thing he undertakes to describe before the eyes of the 
reader; and he seems to have been intent upon intro¬ 
ducing all the most delightful and agreeable objects 
that nature affords into his writings, and making them 
in a manner pass in review before his readers. 

What is most astonishing in this poet is, 7 that be¬ 
ing the first, at least of those that are known, who 
applied himself to that kind of poetry which is the 
most sublime and difficult of all, he should however 
soar so high and with such rapidity, as to carry it at 
once to the utmost perfection; which seldom or never 
happens in other arts, hut by slow degrees, and after 
a long series of years. 

The kind of poetry we are speaking of is the Epic 
Poem, so called from the Greek word because 
it is an action related by the poet. The subject of this 

* Lib. ii. c. 53. 
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poem must be great, instructive, serious, containing 
only one principal event, to which all the rest must 
refer and be subordinate; and this principal action 
must have passed in a certain space of time, which 
must not exceed a year at most. 

Homer has composed two poems of this kind, the 
Iliad and the Odyssey; the subject of the first is the 
anger of Achilles, so pernicious to the Greeks, when 
they besieged Uion, or Troy; and that of "the second 
is the voyages and adventures of Ulysses after the 
taking of that city. 

It is remarkable, that no nation in the world, how¬ 
ever learned and ingenious, has ever produced any 
poems comparable to his; and that whoever have 
attempted any works of that kind, have all taken 
their plans ana ideas from Homer, borrowed all their 
rules from him, made him their model, and have only 
succeeded in proportion to their success in copying 
him. The truth is, Homer was an original genius, and 
fit for others to be formed upon: Fons ingeniorum 
Uomems. 1 

All the greatest men. and the most exalted geniuses 
that have appeared for these two thousand and five or 
six hundred years in Greece, Italy, and elsewhere; 
those whose writings we are still forced to admire; 
who are still our masters, and who teach us to think, 
to reason, to speak, and to write; all these, says Ma¬ 
dame Dacier, 2 acknowledge Homer to be the. great¬ 
est of poets,and look upon his poems as the model on 
which all succeedingpoetsshould form their taste and 
judgment. After all this, can there be any man so 
couceited of his own talents, be they never so great, 
as reasonably to presume, that his decisions should 
prevail against such a universal concurrence of judg¬ 
ment in persons of the most distinguished abiltiesand 
characters'? 

So many testimonies, so ancient, so uniform, and 
so universal, entirely justify Alexander the Great’s 
favourable judgment of the works of Homer, which he 
looked upon as the most excellent and valuable pro¬ 
duction of the human mind: pretiosissimum humani 
animi opus? 

Quintilian, 4 after having mode a magnificent enco¬ 
mium upon Homer, gives us a just idea of his charac¬ 
ter and manner of writing in these few words: Hunc 
nemo in magais sublimitate y in parvis proprietate, 
superaverit. Idem latvs ac pressus, jucundus ct 
gravis , turn copia turn brevitaie mirabilis. In great 
things what a sublimity of expression; and in little, 
what a justness and propriety! Diffusive and concise, 
pleasant and grave, equally admirable both for his 
copiousness and his brevity. 

Hesiod. The most common opinion is, that he 
was contemporary with Homer. It is said, that he 
was born at Cumae, a town in JEolis, but that be was 
brought up at Ascra, a little town in Bceotia, which 
has since passed for his native country. Thus Virgil 
calls him the old man of Ascra. 5 We know little or 
nothing of this poet, but by the few remaining poems 
which he has left, all in hexameter verse; which are, 
1st, The JForks and Days; 2dly, The Thcogony y or 
the genealogy of the gods; 3dly, The Shield of Her¬ 
cules: of which last some doubt whether it was writ¬ 
ten by Hesiod. 

1. In the first of these poems, entitled. The Works 
and Days , Hesiod treats of agriculture, which re¬ 
quires, besides a great deal of labour, a due observa¬ 
tion of times, seasons, and days. This poem is full 
of excellent sentences and maxims for the conduct of 
life. He begins it with a short, but lively description 
of two sort\ of disputes; the one fatal to mankind, the 
source of quarrels, discords, and wars; and the other 
infinitely useful and beneficial to men, as it sharpens 
their wits, excites a noble and generous emulation 
among them, and prepares the. way for the invention 
and improvement of arts and sciences. He then 
makes an admirable description of the four different 
ages of the world; the golden, the silver, the brazen s 


i Plin. 1. xvii. c. 5. 

4 In Ilomei’s life, which is prefixed to her translation of 
the Iliad. 

a Piin.l. vii. r. 20. * Quin, n.l. x. cap. 1. 

6 Eclog. vi. v. 70. 


and the iron age. The persons who lived in the gold¬ 
en age are those whom Jupiter after their death turn¬ 
ed into so many Genii or spirits, 6 and then appointed 
them as guardians over mankind, giving them a com¬ 
mission to go up and down the earth, invisible to the 
sight of men, and to observe all their good and evil 
actions. 

This poem was Virgil’s model in composing his 
Georgies, as he himself acknowledges in this verse:— 

Ascroeumque cano Romana per oppida carmen.’ 

And sing tho Ascrcan verse to Roman swains. 

The choice made by these two illustrious poets of 
this subject for the exercise of their muse, shows in 
what honour the ancients held agriculture, and the 
feeding of cattle, the two innocent sources of the 
wealth and plenty of a country. It is much to be de¬ 
plored, that in after-ages a taste so agreeable to na¬ 
ture, and so well adapted to the preservation cf inno¬ 
cence of manners, should have gone to decay. Ava¬ 
rice and luxury have entirely depressed it. JVtmirum 
alii subiere ritus , circaqvc alia rnenics hominvm de - 
tinentur , el avaritim tantim artes coluntur? 

2. The TJteogony of Hesiod, and the poems of Ho¬ 
mer, may be looked upon as the surest and most au¬ 
thentic archives and monuments of the theology of the 
ancients, and of the opinion they had of their cods. 
For we are not to suppose, that these poets were the 
inventors of the fables which we read in their writ¬ 
ings. They only collected and transmitted to pos¬ 
terity, the traces of the religion which they found 
established, and which prevailed in their time and 
country. 

3. The Shield of Hercules , is a separate fragment 
of a poem, wherein it is pretended that Hesiod cele¬ 
brated the most illustrious heroines of antiquity; and 
it bears that title; because it contains, among other 
things, a long description of the shield of Hercules, 
concerning whom the same poem relates a particular 
adventure. 

The poetry of Hesiod, in those places that are sus¬ 
ceptible of ornament, is very elegant and delightful, 
but not so sublime and lofty as that of Homer. Quin¬ 
tilian 9 reckons him the chief in the middle manner of 
writing. Dutur ci palma in illo medio diccndi ge- 
nerc . 

Archilochus. The poet Archi¬ 
lochus born in Paros, inventor of A. M. 3280. 
the Iambic verse, lived in the time Ant. J. C. 724. 

of Candaules, king of Lydia. He 
has this advantage in common with Homer, according 
to Velleius Paterculus, that he carried at once that 
kind of poetry which he invented to a very great per¬ 
fection. The feet which gave their name to these 
verses, and which nt first were the only sort used, are 
composed of one short and one long syllable. The 
Iambic verse, such as it was invented by Archilochus, 
seems very proper for a vehement and energetic style; 
accordingly we see that Horace, speaking of this poet, 
says that it was his anger, or rather his rage, that 
armed him with his Iambics, for the exercising and 
exerting of his vengeance. 

Archilochum proprio rabies armavit Iambo.*° 

And Quintilian says, 11 he had an uncommon force 
of expression, was full of bold thoughts, and of those 
strokes that are concise, but keen and piercing; in a 
word, his style was strong and nervous. The longest 
of his poems are said to be the best. 12 The world 
have passed the same judgment upon the orations of 
Demosthenes and Cicero; the latter of whom says 
the same of his friend Atticus’s letters. 

The verses of Archilochus were extremely biting 
and licentious; 13 witness those he writ against Ly- 
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cambes, his father-in-law, which drove him to despair. 
For this double reason, 1 his poetry, how excellent 
soever it was reckoned in other respects, was banished 
out of Sparta, as being more likely to corrupt the 
hearts and morals of young people, than to be useful 
in cultivating their understandings We have only 
some very short fragments remaining of this poet. 
Such a niceness in a heathen people, with regard to 
the quality of the books which they thought young 
persons should be permitted to read, is highly" worth 
our notice, and will rise up in condemnation against 
many Christians. 

HipfoNAX. This poet was of Ephesus, and sig¬ 
nalized himself some years after Archilochus, in the 
same kind of poetiy, and with the same force and ve¬ 
hemence. He was uglj", little, lean, and slender. 2 
Two celebrated sculptors, who were brothers, Bupalus 
and Atheuis (some call the latter Anthemius,) divert¬ 
ed themselves at his expense, and represented him in 
a ridiculous form. It is dangerous to attack satiric 

oets. Hipponax retorted their pleasantry with such 

cen strokes of satire, that they hanged themselves 
out of mortification: others say they only quitted the 
city of Ephesus, where Hipponax lived. His malig¬ 
nant pen did not spare even those to whom he owed 
his life. How monstrous was this! Horace joins Hip¬ 
ponax with Archilochus, and represents them as two 
poets equally dangerous. 3 In the Antliologia there 
are three or four epigrams, 4 which describe Hipponax 
as terrible even after his death. They admonish tra¬ 
vellers to avoid his tomb, as a place from whence a 
dreadful hail perpetually pours, rhv 

r«<?ov, t ov <f£ixx6v. JFug-e grandinantem tumulum , 
horrendum. 

It is thought he invented the Scazon verse, in which 
the Spondee is used instead of the Iambus in the sixth 
foot of the verse that bears that name. 

Stesichorus. He was of Himera, a city in Sici¬ 
ly, and excelled in Lyric poetry, as dicl those other 
poets, of whom we are going to speak. Lyric poetry 
is that, the verses of which, digested into odes and 
stanzas, were sung to the Lyre, or to other such like 
instruments. Stesichorus flourished betwixt the 37th 
and 47th Olympiads. I’ausania*, 5 after many other 
fables, relates, that Stesichorus haying been punished 
with the loss of sight for his satirical verses against 
Helen, did not recover it till be had retracted his in¬ 
vectives, by writing another ode contrary to the first; 
which latter kind of ode is since called Palmodia. 
Quintilian says, 6 that he sang of wars and illustrious 
heroes, and that he supported upon the lyre all the 
dignity and majesty of epic poetiy. 

At.cmAN. He was of I.acedeemon, or as some will 
have it, of Sardis, in Lydia, and lived much about the 
same time as Stesichorus. Some make him the first 
author of amorous verses. 

Alcaeus. He was born at Mitylene, in Lesbos: 
it is from him that the Alcaic verse derived its name. 
He was a professed enemy to the tyrants of Lesbos, 
and particularly to Piltacus, against whom he par¬ 
ticularly inveighed in his verses. It is said bf him, 7 
that being once in a battle, he was seized with such 
fear and terror, that he threw down his arms and ran 
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away. Horace has thought fit to give us the same 
account of himself. 8 Poets do not value themselves so 
much upon prowess as upon wit. Quintilian says, 9 
that the style of Alcaeus was close, magnificent, and 
chaste; ana to complete his character, adds, that he 
very much resembled Homer. 

Simonides. This poet was a native of Ceos, an 
island in the iEgean sea. He continued to flourish 
at the time of Xerxes’s expedition. He excelled prin¬ 
cipally in elegy. 10 The invention of local memory is 
ascribed to him, of which I have spoken elsewhere. 11 
At twenty-four years of age he disputed for, and car¬ 
ried the prize of poetry. 

The answer he gave a prince, who asked him what 
God was, is much celebrated. 12 That prince wa3 
Hiero, king of Syracuse. The poet desired a day to 
consider the question proposed to him. On the mor¬ 
row he asked two days; and whenever he was called 
upon for his answer, he still doubled the time. The 
king, surprised at this behaviour, demanded his rea¬ 
son for it.—It is, replied Simonides, because the more 
I consider the question, the more obscure it seems: 
Quia quanto dintiiis considero, tanio mihi res vide- 
turohscurior. The answer was wise, if it proceeded 
from the high idea which he conceived of the Divine 
Majesty, which no understanding can comprehend, 
nor any tongue express. 13 

After having travelled through many cities of Asia, 14 
and amassed considerable wealth by celebrating, in 
his verses, the praises of those who were capable of 
rewarding him well, he emharked for the island of 
Ceos, his native country. The ship was cast away. 
Every one endeavoured to save what they could. 
Simonides did not encumber himself with any thing 
and when he was asked the reason of it, he replied,— 
I carry all I have about me. Jllecum, inquit , rnea 
sunt c'uncta. Several of the company were drowned 
being overwhelmed by the weight of the things they 
attempted to save, and those who got to shore were 
plundered by thieves. All that escaped went to Cla- 
zomenas, which was not far from the place where the 
vessel was lost. One of the citizens who loved learn¬ 
ing, and had read the poems of Simonides with great 
admiration, was exceedingly pleased, and thought it 
an honour to receive him into his house. He suppli¬ 
ed him abundantly with necessaries, whilst the rest 
were obliged to beg through the city. The poet, upon 
meeting them, did not forget to observe how justly 
he had answered them in regard to his effects: Dixi , 
inquiii mea mecujn esse cuncta; vos quod rapuistis , 
peril. 

lie was reproached with having dishonoured poetry 
by his avarice, in making his pen venal, and not com¬ 
posing any verses till he had agreed on the price to be 
paid for them. In Aristotle, 15 we find a proof of this, 
which does him no honour. A person who had won 
the prize in the chariot-races, desired Simonides to 
compose a song of triumph upon that subject. The 
oet, not thinking the reward sufficient, replied, that 
e could not treat it well. This prize had been won by 
mules, and he pretended that animal did not afford the 
proper matter for praise. Greater offers were made 
him, which ennobled the mule; and the poem was 
made. Money has long had power to bestow nobility 
and beauty: 


8 Tecum Pbilipposet celerem fugam 
Sensi, relicta non bene parmula. Hot. Od. ii. 7. 9. 

s In eloquendo breviset magnificus et diligens, plerumque 
Ilomero similis. • 

io Sed me relictis, Musa proeax, jocis 
Ceie retraces munera namite. Jlorat. 

Mtestius lacrymis Simonideis. Catvll. 

ii Method of teaching and studying the Belles Lettres. 

i3 Oic. dc Nat. Deor. 1. i. n. 35. 

is Certe hoe est Deus, quod et cum dicitur, non potest 
did; ciim restimalur, non potest rrstimari ; cum compara¬ 
tor, nnn potest comparari ; cum definilur, ipsa definitione 
crescit. S. .ting. serm. dc temp. cix. 

Nobis ad intellect um pectus angus turn est. Et idao sic 
cum (Deum) digne fextitnamus, dum intrstimabilem dici- 
mus. Eloquar quemadmodum sentio. Magnitudincm Dei 
qui se pulnt nosse, minuit : qui non vult minuere, non novit. 
Mvut. Felix. *< Phjedr.l.iv. 

is Rhet. 1. iii. c. 2. 
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Et genus et formara regina pccunia donat. | 

As this animal is generated between a she-ass and 
a horse, the poet, as Aristotle observes, considered 
them at first only on the base side of theit pedigree. 
But money made him take them in the other light, 
and he sty led them illustrious foals of rapid steeds. 

itXXCsraJW SvyxTeti; Tttttiuv, 

Sappho. She was of the same place, and lived at 
the same time, with Alcaeus. The Sapphic verse took 
its name from her. She composed a considerable 
number of poems, of which there are but two remain¬ 
ing: these are sufficient to satisfy us that the praises 
given her in all ages, for the beauty, pathetic softness, 
numbers, harmony, and infinite graces, of her poetry, 
are not without foundation. As a farther proof of her 
merit, she was called the Tenth Muse; and the peo- 

f le of Mitylene engraved her image upon their money. 

t were to be wished, that the purity of her manners 
had been equal to the beauty of her genius; and that, 
she had not dishonoured her sex by her vices and 
irregularities. 

Anacreon. This poet was of Teos, a city of Io¬ 
nia. He lived in the 72d Olympiad. Anacreon 1 spent 
a great part of his time at the court of Poly crates, that 
fortunate tyrant of Samos; and not only shared in 
ell his pleasures, but was of his council. Plato tells 
ns, 2 that Hipparchus, one of the sons of Pisistratus, 
sent a vessel of fifty oars to Anacreon, and wrote him 
a most obliging letter, entreating him to come to 
Athens, where his excellent works would be esteem¬ 
ed and relished as they deserved. It is said, the only 
study of this poet was joy and pleasure: and those 
remains we have of his poetry sufficiently confirm it. 
We see plainly in all his verses, that his hand writes 
what his heart feels and dictates. It is impossible to 
express the elegance and delicacy of his poems: 
nothing could be more estimable, had their object 
been more noble. 

Thespis. He was the first inventor of Tragedy. 

I defer speaking of him, till I come to give some ac¬ 
count of the tragic poets. 

Of the Seven Wise Men (f Greece. 

These men are too famous in antiquity to be 
omitted in this present history. Their lives are writ¬ 
ten by Diogenes Laertius, 

Thales, the Milesian. If Cicero 3 is to be be¬ 
lieved, Thales was the most illustrious of the seven 
wise men. It was he that laid the first foundations of 
philosophy in Greece, and gave rise to the sect called 
the Ionic sect; because he, the founder of it, was of 
Ionia. 

He held water to be the first principle of all things; 4 
and that God was that intelligent being, by whom all 
things were formed from water. The first of these 
opinions he had borrowed from the Egyptians, who, 
seeing the Nile to be the cause of the fertility of all 
then* * lands, might easily imagine from thence, that 
water was the principle of all things. 

He was the first of the Greeks that studied astrono¬ 
my. He had exactly foretold the time of the eclipse 
of the sun that happened in the reign of Astyages, 
king of Media, of which mention has been made al¬ 
ready. 

He was also the first that fixed the term and dura¬ 
tion of the solar year among the Grecians. By com¬ 
paring the bigness of the sun’s body with that of the 
moon, he thought he had discovered, that the body 
of the moon was in solidity but the 720th part of the 
sun’s body, and consequently, that the solid body of 
the sun was above 700 times bigger than the solid 
body of the moon. This computation is very far from 
the truth; as the sun’s solidity exceeds not only 700 
times, but many millions of times, the moon’s magni¬ 
tude or solidity. But we know that in all these mat¬ 
ters and particularly in that of which we are now 
speaking, the first observations and discoveries were 
very imperfect. 


t Herod. 1. iii c. 121. * In Ilippar. p. 228, 229. 

* Princeps Thales, linns $ septem eui sex rdiqnos conces- 
elsse primas ferunt. Lib. iv. Acad . Quccst. n. 118. 

* Lib. i. de Nat. Dcor. n. 25. 
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When Thales travelled into Egypt, 5 he discovered 
an easy and certain method tor taking the exact 
height of the pyramids, by observing the time when 
the shadow of our body is equal in length to the 
height of the body itself. 

To show that philosophers were not so destitute, 6 
as some people imagined, of that sort of talent? and 
capacity which is proper for business; and that thejf 
would be as successful as others in growing rich, if 
they thought fit to apply themselves to that pursuit, 
he bought the fruit of all the olive-trees in the territory 
of Miletus before they were in blossom. The pro¬ 
found knowledge he had of nature had. probably ena¬ 
bled him to foresee that the year would be extremely 
fertile. It proved so in fact; and he made a consid¬ 
erable profit by his bargain. 

He used to thank the gods for three things: that 
he was born a reasonable creature, and not a beast; 
a man, and not a woman; a Greek, and not a Barba¬ 
rian. Upon his mother’s pressing him to marry when 
he was young, he told her, it was then too soon; and 
after several years were elapsed, he told her it was 
then too late. 

Ashe was one day walking, and very attentively 
contemplating the stars, he chanced to fall into a 
ditch.—Ha! says a good old woman that was by, how 
will yon perceive what passes in the heavens, and what 
is so infinitely above your head, if you cannot see 
what is just at your feet, and before your nose? 

He was born the first year of the 
35th, and died the first year of the A. M. 3457. 
58th, Olympiad; consequently, he Ant. J. C. 547- 
lived to be above ninety years of 
age. 

Solon. His life has been already related at length. 

CHILO. He was a Lacedaemonian: very little is 
related of him. ^sop asking him one day, how Ju¬ 
piter employed himself? In humbling those, says he, 
that exalt themselves , and exalting those who abase 
themselves. 

He died of joy at Pisa, upon seeing his son win 
the prize at boxing, in the Olympic games. He said 
when he was dying, that he was not conscious to 
himself of having committed any fault during the 
whole course of his life (an opinion well becoming 
the pride and blindness of a heathen philosopher;) 
unless it was once, when he made use of a little dis¬ 
simulation and evasion, in giving judgment in favour 
of a friend: in which action he did not know, whether 
he had done well or ill. lie died about the 52d 
Olympiad. 

Pittacus. He was of Mitylene, a city of Lesbos. 
Joining with the brothers of Alcaeus, the famous lyric 
poet, and with Alcaeus himself, who was at the head 
of the exiled party, he drove the tyrant who had 
usurped the government out of that island. 

The inhabitants of Mitylene being at war with the 
Athenians, gave Pittacus the command of the army. 
To spare the blood of his fellow citizens, he offered to 
fight Phrynon, the enemy’s general, in single combat. 
The challenge was accepted. Pittacus was victori¬ 
ous, and killed his adversary. The Mitylenians, out 
of gratitude, with unanimous consent, conferred the 
sovereignty of the city upon him; which he accepted, 
and behaved himself with so much moderation and 
wisdom, that he was always respected and beloved 
by his subjects. 

In the mean time Alcaeus, who was a declared ene¬ 
my to all tyrants, did not spare Pittacus in bis verses, 
notwithstanding the mildness of his government and 
temper, but inveighed severely against him. The 
poet fell afterwards into Pittacus’s hands, who was so 
far from taking revenge, that he gave him his liberty, 
and showed by that act of clemency and generosity, 
that he was only a tyrant in name. 

After having governed ten years with great equity 
and wisdom, he voluntarily resigned his authority, 
and retired. He used to say, 7 that the proof of a 


s Plin. lib. xxxvi. cap. 12. 
e Cic. lib. i. deDivin. n. 111. 
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good government was to engage the subjects not to 
be afraid of their prince, but to be afraid for him. It 
was a maxim with him, that no man should ever give 
himself the liberty of speaking ill of a friend, or even 
of an enemy. He died in the 52d Olympiad. 

Bias. We know but very little of Bias. He 
obliged Alyattes, king of Lydia, by a stratagem, to 
raise the siege of Priene, where he was born. The 
city was hard pressed by famine; upon which he 
caused two mules to be fattened, and contrived a way 
to have them pass into the enemy’s camp. The good 
condition they were in astonished the king, who there¬ 
upon sent deputies into the city, upon pretence of 
oflering terms of peace, but really to observe the state 
of the town and people. Bias, guessing their errand, 
had ordered the granaries to be tilled with great heaps 
of sand, and those heaps to be covered with corn. 
When the deputies returned, and made report to the 
kin^ of the great plenty of provisions they had seen 
in the city, he hesitated no longer, but concluded a 
treaty, and raised the siege. One of the maxims Bias 
particularly taught and recommended, was, to do all 
the good we can, and ascribe all the glory of it to the 
gods. 1 

CleobULOS. We know as little of him as of the 
former. He was born at Lindos, a town in the isle 
of Rhodes; or, as some will have it, in Caria. He 
invited Solon to come and live with him, when Pisis- 
tratus had usurped the sovereignty of Athens. 

PERIANDER. He is numbered among the wise 
men, though he was a tyrant of Corinth. When he 
had first made himself master of that city, he wrote to 
Thrasvbulus, tyrant ol Miletus, to know what mea¬ 
sures he should take with his new-acquired subjects. 
The latter, without any other answer, led the messen- 
er into a field of wheat, where in walking along he 
eat down with his cane all the ears of corn that were 
higher than the rest. Periander perfectl}' well under¬ 
stood the meaning of this enigmatical answer, which 
was a tacit intimation to him, that, in order to secure 
his own life, he should cut off the most powerful of 
the Corinthian citizens. But, if we mav believe Plu¬ 
tarch, 2 Periander did not relish so cruel advice. 

t He wrote circular letters to all the wise men, 3 in¬ 
viting them to pass some time with him at Corinth, 
as they had done the year before at Sardis with Croe¬ 
sus. Princes in those days thought themselves much 
honoured, when they could have such guests in their 
houses. Plutarch describes an entertainment, 4 which 
Periander gave these illustrious guests; and observes, 
at the same time, that the decent simplicity of it, 
adapted to the taste and character of the persons 
entertained, did him much more honour than the 
greatest magnificence could have done. The subject 
of their discourse at table was sometimes grave and 
serious, and sometimes pleasant and gay. One of the 
company proposed this question; Which is the most 
perfect popular government?—That, answered Solon, 
where an injury done to any private citizen is such to 
the whole body:—That, says Bias, where the law has 
no superior:—That, says Thales, where the inhabit¬ 
ants are neither too rich nor too poor:—That, says 
Anacharsis, where virtue is honoured and vice detest¬ 
ed:—says Pittacus, Where dignities are always con¬ 
ferred upon the virtuous, and never upon the wicked: 
—says Cleobulus, Where the citizens fear blame more 
than punishment:—says Chilo, Where the laws are 
more regarded and have more authority, than the ora¬ 
tors.—From all these opinions, Periander concluded, 
that the most perfect popular government would be 
that which came nearest to aristocracy, where the 
sovereign authority is lodged in the hands of a few 
men of honour and virtue. 

Whilst these wise men were assembled together at 
Periander’s court, a courier arrived from Araasis, 
king of Egypt, with a letter for Bias, with whom that 
king kept a close correspondence. The purport of 
this letter was to consult him how he should answer 
a proposal made him by the king of Ethiopia, of his 
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drinking up the sea; in which case the Ethiopian king 
promised to resign to him a certain number of cities 
in his. dominions: but if he did not do it, then he, 
Amasis, was to give up the same number of his cities 
to the king of Ethiopia. It was usual in those days for 
princes to propound such enigmatical and puzzling 
questions to one another. 'Bias answered him direct¬ 
ly, and advised him to accept the offer on the condi¬ 
tion that the king of Ethiopia would stop all the rivers 
that flow into the sea: for the business was only to 
drink up the sea, and not the rivers. We find au 
answer to the same effect ascribed to iEsop. 

I must not here forget to take notice, that these wise 
men, of whom I have been speaking, were all lovers 
of poetry, and composed verses themselves, some of 
them a considerable number, upon subjects of moral¬ 
ity and polic} r , which are certainly topics well worthy 
of the muses.—Solon, 5 however, is reproached for hav¬ 
ing written some licentious verses; which may teach 
us what judgment we ought to form of these pre¬ 
tended wise men of the pagan %vorld. 

Instead of some of these seven wise men, which I 
have mentioned, some people have substituted others; 
as Anacharsis, for example, Mj r so, Epimenides, Phe- 
recydes. The first of these is the most known in his¬ 
tory. 

Anacharsis. Long before Solon’s time the No¬ 
mad Scythians, were in great reputation for their sim¬ 
plicity, frugality, temperance, and justice. Homer 
calls them a very just nation. 6 Anacharsis was one 
of these Scythians, and of the royal family. A certain 
Athenian, once having reproached him with his coun¬ 
try:—My country, you think, replied Anacharsis, is 
no great honour to me: and you, Sir, are no great 
honour to your country.—His good sense, profound 
knowledge, and great experience, made him pass for 
one of the seven wise men. He wrote a treatise in 
verse upon the art military, and composed another 
tract on the laws of Scythia. 

He used to make visits to Solon. It was in con¬ 
versation with him that he compared laws to cobwebs, 
which entangle only little flies, whilst wasps and hor¬ 
nets break through them. 

Being inured to the austere and poor life of the 
Scythians, he set little value upon riches. Croesus 
invited him to come and see him, and without doubt 
hinted to him, that he was able to mend his fortune. 
“ I have no occasion for your gold,” said the Scythian 
in his answer: “ I came into Greece only to enrich 
ray mind, and improve my understanding; I shall be 
very well satisfied, if I return into my own country, 
not with an addition to my wealth, but with an in¬ 
crease of knowledge and virtue.” However, Ana¬ 
charsis accepted the invitation, and went to that 
prince’s court. 

We have already observed that .flU.sop was much 
surprised and dissatisfied with the cold and indifferent 
manner in which Solon viewed the magnificence of 
the palace, and the vast treasures of Croesus; 7 be¬ 
cause it was the master, and not the house, that the 
philosopher wished to have reason to admire. u Cer¬ 
tainly,” says Anacharsis to iEsop on that occasion, 
“you have forgotten your own fable of the fox and 
panther. The latter, as her highest merit, could only 
show her fine skin, beautifully marked and spotted 
with different colours: the fox’s skin,on the contrary, 
was very plain, but contained within it a treasure of 
subtilties and stratagems of infinite value. This very 
image,” continued the Scythian, u shows me your 
own character. You are affected with a splendid out¬ 
side whilst you pay little or no regard to what is truly 
the man, that is, to what which is in him, and conse* 
quently properly his.” 

iEsop. I join iEsop with the wise men of Greece; 
not only because he was often amoDgst them , 8 but 


s Plut. in Solon, p. 79. 6 Iliad, lib. N. v. 6. 

* Plut. in Conv. sept. sap. p. 155. 
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because he taught true wisdom with far more art than 
they do who teach it by rules and definitions. 

AEsop was by birth a Phrygian. He had abundance 
of wit; but was terribly deformed: he was short, 
hunch-backed, and horribly ugly in face, having scarce 
the figure of a man; and for a very considerable time 
almost without the use of speech. As to his condition 
of life, he was a slave; and the merchant who had 
bought him, found it very difficult to get him off his 
hands, so extremely were people shocked at his un¬ 
sightly figure and deformity. 

The first master he had sent him to labour in the 
field; whether it was that he thought him incapable 
of any better employment, or only to remove so disa¬ 
greeable an object out of his sight. 

He was afterwards sold to a philosopher named 
Xanthus I should uever have done, should I relate 
all the strokes of wit, the sprightly repartees, and the 
arch and humorous circumstances oi his words and 
behaviour. One day his master designing to treat 
some of his friends, ordered iEsop to provide the best 
of every thing he could find in the market. iEsop 
bought nothing but tongues, which he desired the 
cook to serve up with different sauces. When dinner 
came, the first and second courses, the side dishes and 
the removes were tongues. Did I not order you, says 
Xanthus in a violent passion, to buy the best victuals 
the market afforded? And have I not obeyed your 
orders? says iEsop. Is there any thing better than 
a tongue? Is not the tongue the bond of civil soci¬ 
ety, the ke}' of sciences, and the organ of truth and 
reason? By means of the tongue cities are built, and 
governments established and administered: with that 
men instruct, persuade, and preside in assemblies: it 
is the instrument by which we acquit ourselves of the 
chief of all our duties, the praising and adoring the 
gods. Well then, replied Xanthus, thinking to catch 
him, go to market again to morrow, and buy me the 
worst of every tiling: the same company will dine 
with me, and I have a mind to diversify my entertain¬ 
ment. AEsop the next day provided nothing but the 
very same dishes; telling his master that the tongue 
was the worst thing in the world. It is, says he, the 
instrument of all strife and contention, the fomenter 
of law-suits, and the source of divisions and wars; it 
is the organ of error, of lies, calumny, and blasphemy. 

iEsop found it very difficult to obtain his liberty. 
One ot the very first uses he made of it was to go to 
Croesus, who, on account of his great reputation and 
fame, had been long desirous to see him. The 
strange deformity of iEsop’s person shocked the king 
at first, and much abated the good opinion he had 
conceived of him. But the beauty of his mind soon 
shone forth through the coarse veil that covered it; 
and Croesus found, as AEsop said on another occasion, 
that we ought not to consider the form of the vessel, 
but the quality of the liquor it contains. 

He made several voyages into Greece, * 1 either for 
pleasure, or upon the affairs of Crcesus. Being at 
Athens a short time after Pisistratus had usurped the 
sovereignty and abolished the popular government, 
and observing the Athenians bore this new yoke with 
great impatience, he repeated to them the fable of the 
frogs who demanded a king from Jupiter. 

It is doubted whether the fables of AEsop, such as 
we have them, are all his, at least in regard to the 
expression. Great part of them are ascribed to Pla- 
nudes, who wrote his life, and lived in the fourteenth 
century. 

_ AEsop is reckoned the author and inventor of this 
simple and natural manner of conveying instruction 
by tales and fables; in which light Phaedrus speaks 
of him: 

ASsopus auctor quam materiam reperit, 

Hane ego polivi versibus senariis. 

But the glory of this invention is really due to the 
poet Hesiod: 2 an invention which does not seem to 


quo hominum, cum audiendi quadam illccebra imluit. Aut. 
Gcll. Noc. Att. lib. ii. cap. 29. 

i Phatdr. 1. i. fob. 2. 
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be of any great importance, or extraordinary merit, 
and yet has been much esteemed and made use of by 
the greatest philosophers and ablest politicians. Plato 
tells us, that Socrates, 3 a little before he died, turned 
some of iEsop’s fables into verse; and Plato himself 
earnestly recommends it to nurses to instruct their 
children in it betimes,* in order to form their manners, 
and to inspire them early with the love of wisdom. 

Fahles could never have been so universally adopted 
by all nations, as we see they have, if there was not 
a vast fund of useful truths contained in them, and 
agreeably concealed under that plain and negligent 
disguise, in which their peculiar character consists. 
The Creator certainly designing to instruct mankind, 
by the very prospect of nature, has endowed the 
brute part of it with various instincts, inclinations, 
and properties, to serve as so many pictures in minia¬ 
ture to man, of the several duties incumbent upon 
him; and to point out to him the good or evil quali¬ 
ties he ought to acquire or avoid. Thus has he given 
us, for instance, a lively image of meekness and inno¬ 
cence in the lamb; of fidelity and friendship in the 
dog; and on the contrary, oi violence, rapaeiousness, 
ana cruelty, in the wolf, the lion, and the tiger; and 
so of the other species of animals; and all this he has 
designed, not only as instruction, but as a secret re¬ 
proof to man if he should be indifferent about those 
qualities in himself, which he cannot forbear esteem¬ 
ing or detesting, even in the brutes themselves 

This is a dumb language which all nations under¬ 
stand; it is a sentiment engraven in nature, which 
every man carries about with him. AiLsop was the 
first of all the profane writers who laid hold of and 
unfolded it, made happy application of it, and attract¬ 
ed men’s attention to this sort of simple and natural 
instruction, which is within the reach of all capacities, 
and equally adapted to persons of all ages and condi¬ 
tions. He was the first that, in order to give bod^ 
and substance to virtues, vices, duties, and maxims of 
society, did by an ingenious artifice and innocent fic¬ 
tion, invent the method of clothing them with graceful 
and familiar images borrowed from nature, by giving 
language to brute beasts, and ascribing sense and 
reason to plants and trees, and all sorts of inanimate 
creatures. 

The fables of AEsop are void of all ornament; but 
abound with good sense, and are adapted to the capa¬ 
city of children, for whom they are more particularly 
composed. Those of Phsedrus are in a style some¬ 
what more elevated and diffused, but at the same time 
have a simplicity and elegance, that very much resem¬ 
ble the Attic spirit and style in the plain way of writ¬ 
ing, which was the finest and most delicate kind of 
composition in use among the Grecians. Monsieur 
de la Fontaine, who was very sensible that the French 
tongue is not susceptible of the same elegant simpli¬ 
city, has enlivened his fables with a sprightly and ori¬ 
ginal turn of thought and expression, peculiar to him¬ 
self, which no other person has yet been able to imi¬ 
tate. 


It is not easy to conceive, 5 why Seneca asserts as a 
fact, that the Romans in his time had never tried their 
pens in this kind of composition. Were the fables 
of Phaedrus unknown to him? 

Plutarch relates the manner of iEsop’s death. 6 He 
went to Delphi, with a great quantity of gold and sil¬ 
ver, to offer in the name of Crcesus, a great sacrifice 
to Apollo, and to give to each inhabitant a consider- 
ble sum. 7 A quarrel, which arose^between him and 
the people of Delphi, occasioned him after the sacri¬ 
fice, to send back the money to Croesus, and to inform 
him, that those for whom it was intended had rendered 
themselves unworthy of his bounty. The inhabitants 


mine tamen ^Esopi marine celebrantur, ducere animos 
tent, praecipue rustico*«irn et imperitorum £ qui et aimpli- 
5s quae ficra sunt au<ffunt, ct eupti voluptate facile lis qui* 
s delcctantur consentiunt. Qnintil. 1. v. e. 12.. 
s rial, in Pb*d. p. CO. * Tab. n. da Rep. p, 378. 
s Non audoo te usque eo prnducere, ut labellas quoque et 
sopeos logos intentatum. Romanis ingeriiis opus, solita tibi 
nustatc conneetas. Sense, de Consol, ad Polyb . c. 27. 
s Do sera Numinis vindicta, p. 556, 557. 
t Four min*, equal to 240 livres, or about SI. lQst 
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of Delphi caused him to be condemned as guilty of 
sacrilege, and to be thrown down from the top of a 
rock. The god, offended by this action, punished 
them jvith a plague and famine; so that to put an end 
to these evils, they caused it to be signified in all the 
assemblies of Greece, that if any one for the honour 
of iEsop, would come and claim vengeance for his 
death, they would give him satisfaction. At the third 
generation, * 1 a man from Samos presented himself, 
who had no other relation to iEsop than being de¬ 
scended from the persons who had bought that fabu¬ 
list. The Delphians made this man satisfaction, and 

« Herod, lib. ii. cap. 134. 


thereby delivered themselves from the pestilence and 
famine that distressed them. 

The Athenians, those excellent judges of true glory, 
erected a noble statue to this learned and ingenious 
slave; to let all the people know, says Phaedrus, 2 that 
the ways of honour were open indifferently to all man¬ 
kind, and that it was not to birth, but merit, they paid 
so honourable a distinction. 

iEsopo ingcntem statuam poscere Attici, 
Servumque collooarunt scterna in hasi, 

Patere honoris scirenl. ut cuncti viara, 

Nec generi tribui, sed virtuti gloriam. 

» Herod, lib. ii. 
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HISTORY OF THE PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


BOOK VI. 


This Book contains the history of the Persians and Grecians, 
in the reigns of Darias I. and Xerxes I., during the space 
of forty-eight years, from the year of the world 3483, to 
the year 3531.* 

CHAPTER I. 

THE HISTORY OF DARIUS, INTERMIXED WITH THAT 
OF THE GREEKS. 

BEFORE Darius came to be king, 1 he was called 
Ochus. At his succession he took the name of Da¬ 
rius, which, according to Herodotus, in the Persian 
language signifies an Avenger, or a man that defeats 
the schemes of another; probably because he had 
punished and put an end to the insolence of the Ma- 
gian impostor. He reigned thirty-six years. 

SECTION I.— DARIUS’S MARRIAGES. THE IMPO¬ 
SITION OF TRIBUTES. THE INSOLENCE AND PUN¬ 
ISHMENT OF INTAPHERNES. THE DEATH OF ORE- 
TES. THE STORY OF DEMOCEDES A PHYSICIAN. 
THE JEWS PERMITTED TO CARRY ON THE BUILD¬ 
ING OF THEIR TEMPLE. THE GENEROSITY OF 
SYLOSON REWARDED. 

Before Darius was elected king he had married 
the daughter of Gobryas, whose name is not known. 
Artabarzanes, the eldest of the three sons whom he 
had by her, afterwards disputed the empire with 
Xerxes. 

When Darius was seated in the 
A. M. 3483. throne,2 the better to secure himself 
Ant. J. C. 521. therein, he married two of Cyrus’s 
daughters, Atossa and Aristona. 
The former had been wife to Cambyses, her own bro¬ 
ther, and afterwards to Smerdis the Magian, during 
the time lie possessed the throne. Aristona was still a 
virgin when Darius married her; and of all his wives 
was the person he most loved. He likewise married 
Parmys, daughter of the true Smerdis, who was Cam- 
hyses’ brother, as also Phedyma, daughter to Otanes, 
by whose management the imposture of the Magian 


* For the Author’s Introduction to this division'of the 
wprk. see page xxx.of the Preface. 

1 Herod. 1. vi. c. 98. Val. Max. 1. ix. c. 2. 

* Herod. 1. iii. c.88. 


was discovered. By these wives he had a great num¬ 
ber of children of both sexes. 

We have already seen, that the seven conspirator* 
who put the Magian to death, had agreed among 
themselves, that he whose horse, on a day appointed, 
first neighed at the rising of the sun, should be de¬ 
clared king; and that Darius’s horse, by an artifice 
of his groom, procured his master that honour. The 
king, 3 desiring to transmit to future ages his gratitude 
for this signal service, caused an equestrian statue to 
be set up, with this inscription: Darius the son of 
Hystaspes acquired the kingdom of Persia by means 
of liis horse (whose name was inserted,) and of his 
groom Oebares. There is in this incription, in which 
we see the king is not ashamed to own himself in¬ 
debted to his horse and his groom,for so transcendant 
a benefaction as the regal diadem, when it was his in¬ 
terest, one would think, to have it considered as the 
fruits of a superior merit; there is, I say, in this in¬ 
scription, a simplicity and sincerity strikingly charac¬ 
teristic of those ancient times, and extremely remote 
from the pride and vanity of our own. 

One of the first cares of Darius, 4 when he was set¬ 
tled in the throne, was to regulate the state of the 
provinces, and to put his finances into good order. 
Before his time, Cyrus and Cambyses had contented 
themselves with receiving from the conquered nations 
such free gifts only as they voluntarily offered, and 
with requiring a certain number of troops when they 
had occasion for them. But Darius perceived that it 
was impossible for him to preserve all the nations 
subject to him in peace and security, without keeping 
up regular forces; and equally impossible to maintain 
these forces, without assigning them a certain payj 
or to be able punctually to give them that pay, with¬ 
out laying taxes and impositions upon the people.. 

In order therefore the better to regulate the admin¬ 
istration of his finances, he divided the whole empire 
into twenty districts or governments, each of which 
was annually to pay a certain sum to the satrap ap¬ 
pointed for that purpose. The natural subjects, that 
is, the Persians, were exempt from all imposts. Hero-, 
dotus gives an exact enumeration of these provinces. 


3 Rerod. I. iii. c. 88. 
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which may very much contribute to give us a just idea 
of the extent of the Persian empire. 

In Asia it comprehended all that now belongs to 
the Persians and Turks; in Africa, it took in Egypt 
and part of Nubia, as also the coast of the Mediterra¬ 
nean as far as the kingdom of Barca; in Europe part 
of Thrace and Macedonia. But it must be observed, 
that in this vast extent of country, there were several 
nations, which were only tributary, and not properly 
subjects to Persia; as is the case at this day with re¬ 
spect to the Turkish empire. 

History observes, 1 that Darius, in imposing these 
tributes, showed great wisdom and moderation. He 
sent for the principal inhabitants of every province; 
such as were best acquainted with the condition and 
ability of their country, and were interested in giving 
him a true and impartial account. He then asked 
them, if such and such sums, which he proposed to 
each of them for their respective provinces, were not 
too great, or did not exceed what they were able to 
pay; his intention being, as he told them, not to op¬ 
press bis subjects, but only to require such aids from 
them as were proportioned to their incomes, and ab¬ 
solutely necessary for the defence of the state. They 
all answered, that the sums he proposed were very 
reasonable, and such as would not be burdensome to 
the people. The king, however, was pleased to abate 
one naif, choosing rather to keep a great deal within 
bounds, than to risk a possibility of exceeding them. 

But notwithstanding this extraordinary moderation 
on the king's part, as there is something odious in all 
imposts, the Persians, who had given the surname of 
Father to Cyrus, and of Master to Cambyses, thought 
fit to characterize Darius by that of Merchant. 2 

The several sums levied by the imposition of these 
tributes or taxes, as far as we can infer from the cal¬ 
culation of Herodotus, which is attended with great 
difficulties,amounted in the whole to about 44,000,000 
er annum French, or something less than 2,000,000 
nglisb money. 

After the death of the Magian impostor, 3 it was 
agreed that the Persian noblemen who had conspired 
against him, should, besides several other marks of 
distinction, have the liberty of free access to the king’s 
presence at all times, except when he was alone with 
the queen. Intaphernes, one of those noblemen, be¬ 
ing refused admittance into the king’s apartment at a 
time when the king and queen were in private toge¬ 
ther, in a violent rage attacked the officers of the 
palace, abused them outrageously, cutting their faces 
with his scymitar. Darius highly resented so heinous 
an insult; and at first apprehended it might be a con¬ 
spiracy amongst the noblemen. But when he was 
well assured of the contrary, he caused Intaphernes, 
with his children, and all that were of his family, to 
be seized, and had them all condemned to death, con¬ 
founding through a blind excess of severity, the inno¬ 
cent with the guilty. In these unhappy circumstances, 
the wife of the criminal went every da)' to the gates 
of the palace, crying and weeping in the most lament¬ 
able manner, and never ceasing to implore the king’s 
clemency with all the pathetic, eloquence of sorrow 
and distress. The king could not resist so moving a 
spectacle, and besides tier own, granted her the par¬ 
don of any one of her family whom she should choose. 
This gave the unhappy lady great perplexity, who 
desired, no doubt to save them all. At last, after a 
long deliberation, she determined in favour of her 
brother. 

This choice, wherein she seemed not to have fol¬ 
lowed the sentiments which nature should dictate to a 
mother and a wife, surprised the king; and when he 
desired she might be asked the reason of it, she made 
answer, that by a second marriage the loss of a hus¬ 
band and children might be retrieved; but that, her 
father and mother being dead, there was no possibil¬ 
ity of recovering a brother. Darius, besides the life 


i Plur. in Apophthegm, p. 170. 

' * Ki«rsi\3; signifies something still more moan and con¬ 

temptible, but 1 do not know how to express it in our lan¬ 

guage. It may signify a broker or a retailer, any one that 

buys to sell again, 

a Herod. 1. iii, c. 113, 119. 
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of her brother, granted her the same favour for the 
eldest of her children. 

I have already related in this volume, 4 by what an 
instance of perfidiousness Oretes, one of the king’s 
governors in Asia Minor, brought ahoul the death of 
Polycrates, tyrant of Samos. So black and detesta¬ 
ble a crime did not go unpunished. Darius found out, 
that Oretes strangely abused his power, making no 
account of the blood of those persons who had the 
misfortune to displease him. This satrap carried his 
insolence so far, as to put to death a messenger sent 
him by the king, because the orders he had brought 
him were disagreeable. Darius, who did not yet think 
himself well settled in the throne, would not venture 
to attack him openly; for the satrap had no less than 
1000 soldiers for his guard, not to mention the soldiers 
he was able to raise from his government, which in¬ 
cluded Phrygia, Lydia, and Ionia. The king there¬ 
fore thought fit to proceed in a secret manner to rid 
himself ot so dangerous a servant. With this com¬ 
mission he intrusted one of his officers, of approved 
fidelity and attachment to his person. The officer, un¬ 
der pretence of other business, went to Sardis, where 
with great dexterity, he sounded the dispositions of 
the people. To pave the way to his design, he first 
gave the principal officers of the governor’s guard let¬ 
ters from the king, w hich contained nothing but gene¬ 
ral orders. A little while after he delivered them other 
letters, in which their orders were more express and 
particular. And as soon as he found himself perfectly 
sure of the disposition ofthe troops,he then read them 
a third letter, wherein the king in plain terms com¬ 
manded them to put the governor to death; and this 
order was executed without delay. All his effects 
were confiscated to the king; and all the persons be¬ 
longing to his family and household were removed to 
Susa. Among the rest there was a celebrated physi¬ 
cian of Crotona, whose name was Democedes. This 
physician’s story is very singular, and happened to be 
the occasion of some considerable events. 

Not long after the forementioned transaction, 5 Da¬ 
rius chanced to have a fall from his horse in hunting, 
by which he wrenched one of his feet in so violent 
manner, and put his heel out of joint. The Egyptians 
were then reckoned the most skilful in physic; for 
which reason the king had several physicians of that 
nation about him. These undertook to cure the king, 6 
and exerted all their skill on so important an occa¬ 
sion; but they were so awkward in the operation, and 
in the handling and managing the king’s foot, that 
they put him io incredible pain; so that he passed 
seven days and seven nights without sleeping. De¬ 
mocedes was mentioned on this occasion by some per¬ 
son, who had heard him extolled at Sardfs as a very 
able physician. He was sent for immediately, and 
brought to the king in the condition he was in, with 
his irons on, and a very poor apparel; for he was at 
that time actually a prisoner. The king asked him, 
whether he had any knowledge of physic? A.t first 
he denied he had, fearing, that if he should give any 
proofs of his skill, he should be detained in Persia, 
and by that means be forever debarred from returning 
to his own country, for which he had an exceeding 
affection. Darius, displeased with his answer, ordered 
him to be put to the torture. Democedes found it was 
necessary to own the truth; and therefore offered his 
service to the king. The first thing he did was to 
apply gentle fomentations to the part affected. This 
remedy had a speedy effect; the king* recovered his 
sleep; and in a few days was perfectly cured, both of 
the sprain and the dislocation. To recompense the 
physician, the king made him a present of two pair of 
golden chains. Upon which Democedes asked him, 
whether be meant to reward the happy success of his 
endeavours by doubling his misfortunes? The king 
was pleased with that saying; and ordered his eu¬ 
nuchs to conduct Democedes to his wives, that they 
might see the person to whom he was indebted for his 
recovery. They all made him very magnificent pre- 


4 Herod. 1. iii. c. 120,123. * Ib.c. 129, 130. 

« Anciently the same persons practised both as physicians 
and surgeons. 
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sents; so that in one day’s time he became extremely 
rich. . 

Democedes was a native of Crotona, 1 a city of 
Grcecia Magna in the lower Calabria in Italy, from 
whence he had been obliged to fly, on account of the 
ill-treatment he received from his father. He first 
went to JEginn, 2 where, by several successful cures, he 
acquired great reputation: the inhabitants of this place 
settled on him a yearly pension of a talent. The ta¬ 
lent contained sixty mince, and was worth about 3000 
livres French money. Some time after he was in¬ 
vited to Athens; where they augmented his pension 
to 5000 livres per annum? After this he was received 
into the family of Polycrates, tyrant of Samos, who 
gave him a pension of 2000 crowns. 4 It redounds 
much to the honour of cities or princes, by handsome 
pensions or salaries, to engage such persons in their 
service as are of public benefit to mankind; and even 
to induce foreigners of worth and merit to come and 
settle among them. The Crotonians from this time 
had the reputation of having the ablest physicians; 
and next after them, the people of Cyrene in Africa. 
The Argives were at the same time reputed to excel 
in music. 

Democedes, 5 after performing this cure upon the 
king, was admitted to the honour of eating at his ta¬ 
ble, and came to have great influence at Susa. At his 
intercession, the Egyptian physicians were pardoned, 
who had all been condemned to be hanged for having 
been less skilful than the Grecian physician; as if they 
were obliged to answer for the success of their reme¬ 
dies, or that it was a crime not to be able to cure a 
king. This is a strange abuse, though too common 
an effect of unlimited power, which is seldom guided 
by reason or equity, and which, being accustomed to 
see every thing give way implicitly to its authority, ex- 
ects that its commands, of what nature soever, should 
e instantly performed! We have seen something 
of this kind in the history of Nebuchadnezzar, who 
pronounced a general sentence of death upon all his 
magicians, because they could not divine what it was 
he had dreamed in the night, which he himself had 
forgotten. Democedes procured also the enlargement 
of several of those persons who had been imprisoned 
with him. He lived in the greatest affluence, and was 
in the highest esteem and favour with the king. But 
he was at a great distance from his own country, and 
liis thoughts and desires were continually bent upon 
Greece. 

He had the good fortune to perform another cure, 6 
which contributed to raise his credit and reputation 
still higher. Atossa, one of the king’s wives, and 
daughter to Cyrus, was attacked with a cancer in her 
breast. As long as the pain was moderate, she bore it 
with patience, not being able to prevail on herself, 
out of modesty, to discover her disorder. But at last 
she was constrained to it, and sent for Democedes; 
who promised to cure her, and at the same time re¬ 
quested that she would be pleased to grant him a cer¬ 
tain favour he should beg of her, entirely consistent 
with her honour. The queen engaged her word, and 
was cured. The favour desired by the physician was 
to procure him a journey into his own country; and 
the queen was not unmindful of her promise. It was 
worth while to take notice of such events, 7 which 
though not very considerable in themselves, often give 
occasion to the greatest enterprises of princes, and are 
even the secret springs and distant causes of them. 

As Atossa was conversing one day with Darius, she 
took occasion to represent to him, that, as he was in 
the flower of his age, and of a vigorous constitution, 
capable of enduring the fatigues of war, and had nu¬ 
merous armies at command, it would be for his honour 
to form some great enterprise, and let the Persians see 
they had a man of courage for their king. You have 
bit my thoughts, replied Darius; for I was meditating 


* Herod. 1. iii. c. 331. 

* An island between Attica and Peloponnesus. 

8 100 mime. 4 Two talents. 

* Herod. I. iii. c. 132. « lb. c. 135, 237. 

' IVon sine usu fuerit introspicere ilia primo aspeetu levia, 
ex <]ueis magnarum sa;pe rerum moius oriuntur. Tac. I. iv. 
32. 


an attack upon the Scythians. I had much rather, says 
Atossa, that you would first turn your arms against 
Greece. I have heard great things said in praise of 
the women of Lacedannon, of Argos, Athens, and 
Corinth; and should be very glad to have some ofthem 
in my service. Besides, you have a person here that 
might be very useful to you in such an enterprise, and 
could give you a perfect knowledge of the country: 
the person I mean is Democedes, who hath cured both 
you and me. This was enough for the king, and the 
affair was resolved upon immediately. Fifteen Persian 
noblemen were appointed to accompany Democedes 
into Greece, and to examine with him all the maritime 
places as thoroughly as possible. The king strictly 
charged these persons, above all things, to keep a 
watchful eye upon the physician, that he did not give 
them the slip, and to bring him back with them to the 
Persian court. 

Darius, in giving such an order, plainly showed he 
did not understand the proper methods for engaging 
men of abilities and merit to reside in his dominions, 
and for attaching them to his person. To pretend to 
do this by authority and compulsion, is the sure way 
of suppressing all knowledge and industry, and of 
driving away the liberal arts and sciences, which must 
be free and unconfined, like the genius from whence 
they spring. For one man of genius that will be kept 
in a country by force, thousands will be driven away, 
who would probably have chosen to reside in it, if 
they could enjoy their liberty and meet with kind 
treatment. 

When Darius had formed his design of sending in¬ 
to Greece, he acquainted Democedes with it, laid 
open his views to him, and told him the occasion he 
had for his service in conducting the Persian nobly- 
men thither, particularly to the maritime towns, in 
Older to observe their situation and strength: at the 
same time earnestly desiring him, that, when that 
was done, he would return back with them to Persia. 
The king permitted him to carry all his moveables 
with them, and give them, if lie pleased, to his father 
and brothers, promising, at his return, to give him as 
many of greater value; and signified to him farther, 
that he would order the galley in which he was to 
sail, to be laden with very rich presents, for him to be¬ 
stow as he thought fit on the rest of his family. The 
king’s intention appeared, by this manner of speaking, 
to be undisguised and without artifice: but Demo¬ 
cedes was afraid it might be a snare laid for him, to 
discover whether he intended to return to Persia or 
not; and therefore, to remove all suspicion,he left his 
own goods behind him at Susa, and only took with 
him the presents designed for his family. 

The first place the .commissioners landed at was 
Sidon in Phoenicia, where they equipped two large 
vessels for themselves, and put all they had brought 
along with them on board a transport. After having 
passed through, and carefully examined the chief cities 
of Greece, they went td Tarentum in Italy. Here the 
Persian noblemen were taken np as spies; and Demo¬ 
cedes, taking advantage of this arrest, made his escape 
from them, and (led to Crotona. When the Persian 
lords had recovered their liberty, they pursued him 
thither, but could not prevail upon the Crotonians to 
deliver up their fellow-citizen. The city moreover 
seized the loaded vessel; and the Persians, having lost 
their guide, laid aside the thoughts of going through 
the other parts of Greece, and set out for their own 
country. Democedes let them know, at their depar¬ 
ture, that he was going to marry the daughter of Milo, 
a famous wrestler of Crotona, whose name was very 
well known to the king. This voyage of the^Persian 
noblemen into Greece, wasattended with no immedi¬ 
ate consequence; because on their return home, they 
found the king engaged in other affairs. 

In the third year of this king’s 
reign, 8 which was but the second A. M. 3485. 
according to the Jewish computa- Ant. J. C. 519. 
don, the Samaritans gave the Jews 
new trouble. In the preceding reigns, they had pro¬ 
cured an order to prohibit the Jews from proceeding 


« Ezra c. v. 
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any farther in building of the temple of Jerusalem. 
But upon the earnest exhortation of the prophets, and 
the express order of God, the Israelites nad lately re¬ 
sumed the work, which had been interrupted for sev- 
eral years, and carried it on with great vigour. The 
Samaritans had recourse to their ancient practices, 
to prevent them. To this end they applied to Tat- 
nai, whom Darius had made governor of the provin¬ 
ces of Syria and Palestine. They complained to him 
of the audacious proceedings of the Jews, who, of 
their own authority, and in defiance of the prohibi¬ 
tions to the contrary, presumed to rebuild their tem- 

le: which must necessarily be prejudicial to the 

ing’s interests. Upon this representation of theirs, 
the governor thought fit to go himself to Jerusalem. 
And being a person of great equity and moderation, 
when he had inspected the work, he did not think 
proper to proceed violently, and to put a stop to it 
without any farther deliberation; but inquired of the 
Jewish elders what license they had for entering upon 
a work of that nature. The Jews hereupon producing 
the edict of Cyrus, he would not of himself ordain any 
thing in contradiction to it, but sent an account of the 
matter to the king, and desired to know his pleasure. 
He gave the king a true representation of the matter, 
acquainting him with the edict of Cyrus, which the 
Jews alleged in their justification, and desired him to 
order the registers to be consulted, to know whether 
Cyrus had really published such an edict, and to be 
pleased to send him instructions how he was to act in 
the affair. Darius having commanded the registers 
to be examined, 1 the edict was found at Ecbatana, in 
Media, the place where Cyrus was at the time of its 
being granted. Now Darius having a great respect 
for the memory of that prince, confirmed his edict, 
and caused another to be drawn up, wherein the for¬ 
mer was referred to, and ratified. This motive of re¬ 
gard to the memory of Cyrus, had there been nothing 
else to influence the king, would be very' laudable; 
but the Scripture informs us, that it was God himself 
who influenced the mind and heart of the king, and 
inspired him with a favourable disposition to the Jews. 
The truth of this appears pretty plain from the edict 
itself. In the first place it ordains, that all the vic¬ 
tims, oblations, and other expenses of the temple, be 
abundantly furnished the Jews, as the priests should 
require: in the second place it enjoins the priests of 
Jerusalem, when they offered their sacrifices to the 
God of Heaven, to pray r for the preservation of the life 
of the king and the princes his children; and lastly, 
it goes so far as to denounce imprecations against all 
princes and people that should hinder the carrying on 
of the building of the temple, or that should attempt 
to destroy it: by all which Darius evidently acknow¬ 
ledges, that the God of Israel is able to overturn the 
kingdoms of the world, and to dethrone the most 
mighty and powerful princes. 

By virtue of this edict, the Jews were not only au¬ 
thorized to proceed in rhe building of their ternple, 
but all the expenses thereof were also to be furnished 
to them out of the taxes and imposts of the province. 
What must have become of the Jews, when the 
crimes of disobedience and rebellion were laid to their 
charge, if at such a juncture their superiors had only 
hearkened to their enemies, and not given them leave 
to justify themselves. 

The same prince, some time after, gave a still more 
signal proof of his love for justice, and of his abhor¬ 
rence of informers, a detestable race of men, by tlieir 
very nature and condition enemies to all merit and 
all virtue. It is pretty obvious that I mean the fa¬ 
mous edict, published by T this prince against Haman, 
in favour of the Jews, at the request of Esther, whom 
the king had taken to bis bed in the room of Vnshti, 
one of his wives. According to archbishop Usher, 
this Vashti is the same person as is called by profane 
writers Atossa; and the Ahasuerus of the Holy Scrip¬ 
tures the same as Darius; but according to others, it 
is Artaxerxes. The fact is well known, being related 
in the sacred history: I have given, however, a brief 
account of it in this volume. 

Such actions of justice do great honour to a prince's 
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memory; as do also those of gratitude, of which Da¬ 
rius, on a certain occasion, gave a very laudable in¬ 
stance. Syloson, 2 brother to Polycrates tyrant of 
Samos, had once made Darius a present of a suit of 
clothes, of a curious red colour, which extremely 
pleased Darius’s fancy, and would never sutler him to 
make any return for it. Darius at that time was but 
a private gentleman, an officer in the guards of Cani- 
byses, whom he accompanied to Memphis, in his 
Egyptian expedition. When Darius was on the throne 
ot Persia, Syloson went to Susa, presented himself at 
the gate of his palace, and caused himself to be an¬ 
nounced as a Grecian, to whom his majesty was un¬ 
der some obligation. Darius, surprised at such a 
message, and curious to know the truth of it, ordered 
him to be brought in. When he saw him, he remem¬ 
bered him, and acknowledged him to have been his 
benefactor; and was so far from being ashamed of an 
adventure which might seem not to be much for his 
honour, that he ingeniously anplauded the gentle¬ 
man's generosity, which proceeded from no other mo¬ 
tive than that of doing a pleasure to a person from 
whom he could have no expectations; and then pro¬ 
posed to make him a considerable present of gold and 
silver. But money was not the thing Syloson desi¬ 
red: the love of his country was his predominant pas¬ 
sion. The favour he required of the king was, that 
he would settle him at Samos, without shedding the 
blood of his citizens, by driving out the person.that 
had usurped the government since the death of his 
brother. Darius consented, and committed the con¬ 
duct of the expedition to Otanes, one of the principal 
lords of his court, who undertook it with joy, and per¬ 
formed it with success. 3 

SECTION II— REVOLT AND REDUCTION OF EAEY- 
LON. 

In the beginning of the fifth year 
of Darius, Babylon revolted, and A. M. 3483. 
could not be reduced till after a Ant. J. C. 516. 
twenty months’ siege. This city, 
foarnerly mistress of the East, grew impatient of the 
Persian yoke, especially after the removing of the im- 

f ierial seat to Susa, which very much diminished Baby- 
on’s wealth and grandeur. The Babylonians, taking 
advantage of the revolution that happened in Persia, 
first on the death of Cambvses, and afterwards on the 
massacre of the Magians, made secretly for four years 
together all kinds of preparations for war. When 
they thought the city sufficiently stored with provi¬ 
sions for many years, they set up the standard of re¬ 
bellion; which obliged Darius to besiege them with 
all his forces. Now God continued to accomplish 
those terrible threatenings he had denounced against 
Babylon: that be would not only humble and bring 
down that proud and impious city, but depopulate and 
lay it waste with fire and blood, utterly exterminate 
it, and reduce it to an eternal solitude. In order to 
fulfil these predictions, God permitted the Babylo¬ 
nians to rebtl against Darius, and by that means to 
dravv upon themselves the whole force of the Persian 
empire; and they themselves were the first to put 
these prophecies in execution, by destroying a great 
number of their own people, as will be seen presently. 
It is probable that the Jews, of whom a considerable 
number remained at Babylon, went out of the city 
before the siege was formed, as the prophet Isaiah"4 
and Jeremiah had exhorted them long before, and 
Zechariab very lately in the following”terms: Thou 
Zion that dwellest with, the daughter of Babylon, flee 
from the country, and save thyself 

The Babylonians to make their provision last the 
longer, and to enable them to hold out with the 
greater vigour, took the most desperate and barbarous 
resolution that ever was heard of; which was, to de¬ 
stroy all such of their own people as were unservice¬ 
able on this occasion. For this purpose they assem¬ 
bled together all their wives ana children, and stran¬ 
gled them. Only every man was allowed to keep his 
best beloved wife, and one servant-maid to do the 
business of the family. 


i JEzra c. vi. 


a Herod. 1. iii. c. 139, 119. 3 lb. c. 150—160. 

« Isa. xlviii. 2U Jer. 1. 8. li. 6,9, 45. Zech. ii. 6—9. 
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After this cruel execution, the unhappy remainder 
of the inhabitants, thinking 1 themselves out of all dan¬ 
ger both on account of their fortifications, which they 
looked upon as impregnable, and the vast quantity 
of provisions they had laid up, began to insult the 
besiegers from the tops of their walls, and to provoke 
them with opprobrious language. The Persians, for 
the space of eighteen months, did all that force or 
stratagem was capable of, to make themselves masters 
of the city; nor did they forget to make use of the 
same means as had so happily succeeded with Cyrus 
some years before; I mean that of turning the course 
of the river. But all their efforts were fruitless; and 
Darius began almost to despair of taking the place, 
when a stratagem, till then unheard of, opened the 
gates of the city to him. He was strangely surprised 
one morning to see Zopyrus, one of the chief noble¬ 
men of his court, and son of Megabyzus, who was one 
of the seven lords that made the association against 
the Magians; to see him, I say, appear before him all 
over blood, with his nose and ears cut off, and his 
whole body disfigured with wounds. Starting up 
from his throne, he cried out, “ Who is it, Zopyrus, 
that has dared to treat you thus?”—“You yourself, 
O king,” replied Zopyrus. ‘‘The desire I bad of 
rendering you service has put me into this condition. 
As I was fully persuaded that you would never have 
consented to this method, T took counsel alone of the 
zeal which I have for your service.” He then opened 
to him his design of going over to the enemy; and 
they settled every thing together that was proper to 
be done. The king could not see him set out upon 
this extraordinary project without the utmost afflic¬ 
tion and concern. Zopyrus approached the walls of 
the city; and having tolci them who be was, was soon 
admitted. They then carried him before the gov¬ 
ernor, to whom he laid open his misfortune, and the 
cruel treatment he had met with from Darius, for hav¬ 
ing dissuaded him from continuing any longer before 
a city which it was impossible for him to take. He 
offered the Babylonians his service, which could not 
fail of being highly useful to them, since he was ac¬ 
quainted with all the designs of the Persians, and 
since the desire of revenge would inspire him with 
fresh courage and resolution. His name and person 
were both well known at Babylon: the condition in 
which he appeared, his blood and his wounds, testified 
for him; and by proofs not to be suspected, confirmed 
the truth of all he advanced. They therefore placed 
implicit confidence in whatsoever he told them, and 
gave him moreover the command of as many troops 
as he desired. In the first sally he made he cut off 
1000 of the besiegers: a few days after he killed dou¬ 
ble the number; and on the third time, 4000 of their 
men lay dead upon the spot. All this had been before 
agreed upon between him and Darius, Nothing was 
now talked of in Babylon but Zopyrus; the whole 
city strove who should extol him mo'st, and they had 
not words sufficient to express their high value for 
him, and how happy they esteemed themselves in 
having gained so great a man. He was now declared 
generalissimo of their forces, and intrusted with the 
care of guarding the walls of the city. Darius ap¬ 
proaching with his army at the time agreed on be¬ 
tween them, Zopyrus opened the gates to him, and 
made him by that means master of a city, which he 
never could have been able to take either by force or 
famine 

As powerful as this prince was, he found himself 
incapable of making a sufficient recompense for so 
great a service; and he used often to say, that he 
would with pleasure sacrifice 100 Babylons, if he had 
them, to restore Zopyrus to the condition he was in 
before he inflicted that cruel treatment upon himself. 
He settled upon him, during life, the whole revenue 
of this opulent city, of which he alone had procured 
him the possession, and heaped all the honours upon 
him that a king could possibly confer upon a subject. 
Megabyzus, who commanded the Persian army in 
Egypt against the Athenians, was the son to this Zo¬ 
pyrus: and that Zopyrus who went over to the Athe¬ 
nians as a deserter, was his grandson. 

No sooner was Darius in possession of Babjvlon, 
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than he ordered the 100 gates to be pulled down, and 
all the walls of that proud city to be entirely demol¬ 
ished, that she might never be in a condition to rebel 
more against him. If he had pleased to make use of 
all the rights of a conqueror, he might upon this occa¬ 
sion have exterminated all the inhabitants. But he 
contented himself with causing 3000 of those who 
were principally concerned in the revolt to be impaled, 
and granted a pardon to all the rest. And, in order 
to hinder the depopulation of the city, he caused 
50,000 women to be brought from the several provin¬ 
ces of his empire, to supply the place of those whom 
the inhabitants had so cruelly destroyed at the begin¬ 
ning of the siege. Such was the fate of Babylon; 
and thus did God execute his vengeance on that im¬ 
pious city, for the cruelty she had exercised towards 
the Jews, in falling upon a free people without any 
reason or provocation; in destroying their govern¬ 
ment, laws, and worship; in forcing them from their 
country, and transporting them to a strange land ; 
where they imposed a most grievous yoke of servitude 
upon them, and made use of all their power to crush 
and afflict an unhappy nation, favoured however by 
God, and having the honour to be styled his peculiar 
people. 

SECTION III.— DARIUS PREPARES FOR AN EXPE¬ 
DITION AGAINST THE SCYTHIANS. A DIGRESSION 

UPON THE MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THAT NA¬ 
TION. 

After the reduction of Baby¬ 
lon, 1 Darius made great prepara- A. M. 3490. 
tions for war against the Scythians, Ant. J. C. 514. 
who inhabited that large tract of 
land which lies between the Danube and the Tanais. 
His pretence for undertaking this war was, to be re¬ 
venged of that nation for the invasion of Asia by their 
ancestors: 2 a very frivolous and sorry pretext; and 
a very ridiculous ground for reviving an old quarrel, 
which had ceased 120 years before. 

AVhile the Scythians were employed in that irrup¬ 
tion, which lasted eight-and-twenty years, the Scy¬ 
thians’ wives married their slaves. When the hus¬ 
bands were on their return home, these slaves went 
out to meet them with a numerous army, and disputed 
their entrance into their country. After some battles 
fought with nearly equal loss on both sides, the mas¬ 
ters considering that it was doing too much honour 
to their slaves to put them upon tne foot of soldiers, 
marched against them in the next encounter with 
whips in their hands, to make them remember their 
proper condition. This stratagem had the intended 
effect: for not being able to bear the sight of their 
masters thus armed, they all ran away. 

I designed in this place to imitate Herodotus, who 
in writing of this war takes occasion to give an ample 
account of all that relates to the customs and man¬ 
ners of the Scythians. But I shall be much more 
brief in my account of this matter than he is. 

A Digression concerning the Scythians. 

Formerly there were Scythians both in Europe and 
Asia, most of them inhabiting those parts that lie to¬ 
wards the North. I design now chiefly to treat of the 
first, namely, of the European Scythians. 

Historians, in the accounts they have left us of the 
manners and character of the Scythians, relate things 
of them that are entirely opposite and contradictory 
to one another. One while they represent them as 
the justest and most moderate people in the world: 
another while they describe them as a fierce and bar¬ 
barous nation, which carried its cruelty to such ex¬ 
cesses, as are shocking to human nature. This con¬ 
trariety is a manifest proof, that those different char¬ 
acters are to be applied to different nations in that 
vast and extensive tract of country; and that, though 
they were all comprehended under one and the same 
general denomination of Scythians, we ought not to 
confound them or their characters together. 


i Herod. 1. iv. c. 1. Justin. 1. ii. e. 5. 
a Mention 13 made of this before. 
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Strabo 1 has quoted authors, who mention some 
Scythians dwelling upon the coast of the Euxine sea, 
that cut the throats ot all strangers who came amongst 
them, fed upon their flesh, ana made pots and drink¬ 
ing vessels of their skulls, when they had dried them. 
Herodotus, 2 in describing the sacrifices which the 
Scythians offered to the god Mars, says, they used to 
ofler human victims. Their manner of making trea¬ 
ties, 3 according to this author’s account, was very 
strange and particular. 

They first poured wine into a large earthen vessel, 4 
and then the contracting parties, cutting their arms 
with a knife, let some of their blood run into the wine, 
and stained likewise their armour therein; after which 
they themselves, and all that were present, drank of 
that liquor, uttering the heaviest imprecations against 
the person that should violate the treaty. 

But what the same historian relates, 5 concerning 
the ceremonies observed at the funeral of their kings, 
is still more extraordinary. I shall only mention such 
of those ceremonies, as may serve to give us an idea 
of the cruel barbarity of this people. When their 
Icing died, they embalmed his bod} r , and wrapped it 
up in was; this done, they put it into an open chariot, 
and carried it from city to city, exposing it to the view 
of all the people under his dominion. When this 
circuit was finished, they laid the body down in the 
place appointed for the burial of it, and there they 
made a large grave, in which they interred the king, 
and with him one of his wives, his chief cup-bearer, 
bis great chamberlain, his master of horse, his chan¬ 
cellor, his secretary of state, who w’ere all put to death 
for that purpose. To these they added several horses, 
a great number of drinking vessels, and a certain part 
of all the furniture belonging to their deceased mon¬ 
arch: after which they filled up the grave, and cover¬ 
ed it with earth. This was not all. When the anni¬ 
versary of his interment came, they cut the throats of 
fifty more of the dead king’s officers, and of the same 
number of horses, and, having first prepared their 
bodies for the purpose, by embowelling them and 
stuffing them with straw, they placed the officers on 
horseback round the king’s tomb, probably to serve 
him as guards. These ceremonies in all appearance 
took their rise from a notion they might have of their 
king’s being still alive; and upon this supposition 
they judged it necessary, that he should have his court 
and ordinary officers still about him. Whether em¬ 
ployments, which terminated in this manner, were 
much sought after, I will not determine. 

It is now time to pass to the consideration of their 
manners and customs, milder and more humane ; 
though possibly in another sense they may appear to 
be equally savage. The account I am going to give 
of them is chiefly taken from Justin. 6 According to 
this author, the Scythians lived in great innocence 
and simplicity. They were ignorant indeed of all 
arts and sciences, but then they were equally unac¬ 
quainted wfith vice. They did not make any division 
of their lands amongst themselves, says Justin: it 
would have been in vain for them to nave done it; 
since they did not apply themselves to cultivate them. 
Horace, in one of his odes, of which I shall insert a 
part by and by, tells us, that some of them did culti¬ 
vate a certain portion of land allotted to them for one 
year only, at the expiration of which they were re¬ 
lieved hy others, who succeeded them on the same 
conditions. They had no houses, nor settled habita¬ 
tion; but wandered continually with their cattle and 
their flocks from country to country. Their wives 
and children they carried along with them in waggons, 
envered with the skins of beasts, which were all the 
houses they had to dwell in. Justice7 was observed 
and maintained amongst them through the natural 
temper and disposition of the people, and not by any 


t Ptrab. 1. vii. p. 203. * Herod. 1. iv. c. 62. 

a This custom was still practised bv the Iberians, who 
were originally Scythians, in the time of Tacitus, who makes 
mention of it. Arm. 1. xii. c. 47. 

4 Herod. 1. iv. e. 70. b lb. c. 71, 72. 

« Lib. ii. c. 2. 

7 Justitia gentis ingeniis culta, noa legibus. 

Vl>l. I.—30 


233 

compulsion of laws, with which they w'ere wholly un¬ 
acquainted. No crime was more severely punished 
amon^ them than theft; and that with good reason. 
For their herds and flocks, in which all their riche3 
consisted, being never shut up, how could they pos¬ 
sibly subsist, if theft had not been most rigorously- 
punished? They coveted neither silver nor gold, like 
the rest of mankind; and made milk and honey their 

f principal diet. They were strangers to the use of 
inen or woolen manufactures; ana to defend them¬ 
selves from the violent and continued cold of their 
climate, they made use of nothing but the skins of 
beasts. 

I said before, that these manners of the Scythians 
might appear to some people very wild and savage. 
And indeed, w’hat can be said for a nation that has 
lands, and yet does not cultivate them; that has herds 
of cattle, of which they content themselves with eat¬ 
ing the milk, and neglect the flesh? The wool of 
their sheep might supply them with warm and com¬ 
fortable clothes, and yet they use no other raiment 
than the skins of animals. But that which is the 
greatest demonstration of their ignorance and savage¬ 
ness, according to the general opinion of mankind, is 
their utter neglect of gold and silver, which have al¬ 
ways been had in such great request in all civilized 
nations. 

But, oh! how happy was this ignorance; how vast¬ 
ly preferable this savage state to our pretended polite¬ 
ness! This contempt of all the conveniences of life, 
says Justin, 8 was attended with such an honesty and 
uprightness of manners, as hindered them from ever 
coveting their neighbours’ goods. For the desire of 
riches can only take place, w here riches can be made 
use of. And would to God, says the same author, 
we could see the same moderation prevail among the 
rest of mankind, and the like inditTerence to the goods 
of other people! The world would not then have 
seen wars perpetually succeeding one another in all 
ages, and in all countries: nor would the number of 
these that are cut off by the sword, exceed that of 
those who fall by the irreversible decree and law of 
nature. 

Justin finishes his character of the Scythians with 
a very judicious reflection. It is a surprising thing, 
says he, 9 that a happy natural disposition, without 
the assistance of education, should have inspired the 
Scythians with such a wisdom and moderation, as the 
Grecians could not attain to, neither by the institu¬ 
tions of their legislators, nor the rules and precepts of 
all their philosophers; and that the manners of a bar¬ 
barous nation should be preferable to those of a people 
so much improved and refined by the polite arts and 
sciences. So much more happy effects were produced 
by the ignorance of vice in the one, than by the 
knowledge of virtue in the other! 

The Scythian fathers 10 thought with good reason 
that they left their children a valuable inheritance, 
when they left them in peace and union with one 
another. One of their kings, whose name was Scy- 
lurus, finding himself draw near his end, sent for all 
his children, and giving to each of them one after 
another a bundle of arrows tied fast together, desired 
them to break them. Each used his endeavours, but 
was not able to do it. Then untying the bundle, and 
giving them the arrows one by one, they were very 
easily broken.—Eet this image, says the father, be a 
lesson to you of the mighty advantage that results 
from union and concord. In order to strengthen and 
enlarge these domestic ad vantages, 11 the Scythians 


e Hfec continentia illis morum quoque justitiam indidit, 
nihil alienum concupiseentilms. Quippe ibidem divitiarum 
cupido esl, ubi et usus. Alque utinam reliquis mortalibus 
similis modcratio et abstinentia alieni forct 1 profecto non 
tantum bellorum per omnia seeula terris omnibus continua- 
rctur; neque plus hominum ferrum et arma, quam naturalis 
fatorum conditio raperet. 

e ProrsuB ut admirabile videatur. hoc illis naturam dare 
quod Grfeci longa sapientium doctrina praeceptisque philo* 
sophorum eonsequi neqneunt, cultosque mores incultaa 
barbariae collatione superari. Tanto plus in illis proficit 
vitiorum ignoratio, qu&m in hie cognitio virtutis! 
to Plut. de garrul. p. 511. “ Lucian in Tex. p. 51. 
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used to admit their friends into the sam$ terms of 
union with them as their relations. Friendship was 
considered by them as a sacred and inviolable alli¬ 
ance, which differed but little from that which nature 
has put between brethren, and which they could not 
infringe without being guilty of a heinous crime. 

Ancient authors seem to have vied with each other 
who should most extol the innocence of manners, that 
reigned among the Scythians, by magnificent enco¬ 
miums. That of Horace, I shall transcribe at large. 
That poet does not confine it entirely to the Scythi¬ 
ans, but joins the Getae with them, who were their 
near neighbours. It is in that beautiful ode, where 
he inveighs against the luxury and irregularities of 
the age in which he lived. After having told us, that 
peace and tranquillity of mind is not to be procured 
either by immense riches, or sumptuous buildings, he 
adds, “ A hundred times happier are the Scythians, 1 
who roam about in their itinerant houses, their wag¬ 
gons; and happier even are the frozen Getas. With 
them the earth, without beiug divided by land-marks, 
produceth her fruits, which are gathered in common. 
There each man’s tillage is but of one year’s contin¬ 
uance; and when that term of his labour is expired, 
he is relieved by a successor, who takes his place, 
and manures the ground on the same conditions. 
There the innocent step-mothers form no cruel de¬ 
signs against the lives of their husbands’ children by 
a former wife. The wives do not pretend to domi¬ 
neer over their husbands on account of (heir fortunes, 
nor are to be corrupted by the insinuating language 
of snruce adulterers. The 'greatest portion of the 
maiden is her father’s and mother’s virtue, her invio¬ 
lable attachment to her husband, and her perfect dis¬ 
regard of all other men. They dare not he unfaithful, 
because they are convinced t£at infidelity is a crime, 
and its reward is death.” 

When we consider the.manners and character of 
the Scythians without prejudice, can we possibly for¬ 
bear to look upon them with esteem and admiration? 
Does not their manner of living, as to the exterior 
part of it at least, bear a great resemblance to that of 
the patriarchs, who had no fixed habitation; who did 
not till the ground; who had no other occupation than 
that of feeding their flocks and herds; and who dwelt 
In tents? Can we believe this people were much to 
be pitied, for not understanding, or rather for despis- 
ing, the use of gold and silver? Is it not to be wished 
that those metals had for ever lain buried in the bow¬ 
els of the earth, 2 and that they had never been dug 
from thence to become the causes and instruments of 
almost every crime? What advantage could gold or 
silver be of to the Scythians, who valued nothing but 
what the necessities of men actually require, and who 
took care to set narrow bounds to those necessities? 

It is no wonder, that, living as they did, without hou¬ 
ses, they should make no account of those arts that 
were so highly valued in other places, as architecture, 
sculpture, and painting; or that they should despise 
fine clothes and cosily furniture, since they found the 
skins of beasts sufficient to defend them against the 
inclemency of the seasons. After all, can we truly 


1 Campestre melius Scythae, 

Quorum plaustra va?as rit£ trahunt domos, 
Vivunt, et rigid! Get® ; 

Immeiata quibus jugera liberas 
Frugas et Cercrem ferunt 1 
Nec cultura placet longior annua; 

Dcfunetumque laboribus 
ASquali recrcat sorte vicarius. 

Illic matre carentibus 
Privignis mulier temperat innoeens: 

Nee dotata regit virum 
Con,jux, nec nitido fidit adultero. 

Dos est magna parentium 
Virtus, et metuens alterius viri. 

Certo feedere eastitas: 

Et peecare nefas, aut pretium est mnri. 

1lor. Lib. iii. Od. 24. 

5 Aurum irrepertum, et sic melius situm 
Cum terra celat, spernere fortiur, 

Qoam cogere humanos in usus 
Omne saerum rapiente dextra. 

Hor. Lib. iii, Od. 3. 


say, that these pretended advantages contribute to tho 
real happiness of life? Were those nations that had 
them in the greatest plenty, more healthful or robust 
than the Scythians? Did they live to a greater ago 
than they? Or did they spend their Jives in greater 
freedom and tranquillity, or a greater exemption from 
cares and troubles? Let us acknowledge, to the 
shame of ancient philosophy; the Scythians, who did 
not particularly apply themselves to the study of wis¬ 
dom, carried it however to a greater height in their 
practice, than either the Egyptians, Grecians, or any 
other civilized nation. They did not give the name 
of goods or riches to any thing, but, what, humanly 
speaking, truly deserved that title; as health, strength, 
courage, the love of labour and liberty, innocence of 
life, sincerity, an abhorrence of all fraud and dissimu¬ 
lation, and, in a word, all such qualities as'render a 
man more virtuous and more valuable. If to these 
happy dispositions, we could add the knowledge and 
love of the true God and of our Redeemer, without 
which the most exalted virtues are of no value, they 
would have been a perfect people. 

When we compare the manners of the Scythians 
with those of the present age, we are tempted to be¬ 
lieve, that the pencils which drew so beautiful a pic¬ 
ture, were not free from partiality and flattery; and 
that both Justin and Horace have decked them with 
virtues that did not belong to them. But all antiquity 
agrees in giving the same testimony of them; and 
Homer in particular, whose opinion ought to be of 
great weignt, calls them the most just and upright 
of men. 

But at length (who could believe it?) luxury, which 
might be thought to thrive only in an agreeable and 
delightful soil, penetrated into this rough and uncul¬ 
tivated region; and breaking down the fences, which 
the constant practice of several ages, founded in tho 
nature of the climate and the genius of the people, had 
set against it, did at last effectually corrupt the man¬ 
ners of the Scythians, and bring them in that respect, 
upon a level with the other nations, where it had long 
been predominant. It is Strabo, 3 that acquaints us 
with this particular, which is very worthy of our no¬ 
tice: he lived in the time of Augustus and Tiberius. 
After heving greatly commended the simplicity, fru- 
gality, and innocence, of the ancient Scythians, and 
their extreme aversion to all deceit and dissimulation, 
he owns, that their intercourse in later times with 
other nations, had extirpated those virtues, and plant¬ 
ed the contrary vices in their stead. Onew'ould think, 
says he, that the natural effect of such an intercourse 
with civilized and polite nations, would only have 
been that of rendering them more humanized and 
courteous, by softening that air of savageness and fe- 
rocity, which they had before: but, instead of that, it 
introduced a total ruin of their ancient manners, and 
transformed them into quite different creatures. It is 
undoubtedly with reference to this change that Athe- 
nzeus says, 4 5 the Scythians abandoned themselves to 
voluptuousness and luxury, at the same time that they 
suffered self-interest and avarice to prevail amongst 
them. 

Strabo, in making the remark I have been mention¬ 
ing, does not deny, but that it was to the Romans and 
Grecians this fatal change of manners was owing. 
Our example, says he, has perverted almost all the 
nations of the world: by carrying the refinements of 
luxury and pleasure amongst them, we have taught 
them insincerity and fraud, and a thousand kinds of 
shameful and infamous arts to get money. It is a 
miserable talent, and a very unhappy distinction fora 
nation, through its ingenuity in inventing modes, and 
refining upon every thing that tends to nourish and 
promote luxury, to become the corrupter of all its 
neighbours, and the author, as it were, of their vices 
and debauchery. 

It was against these Scythians, but at a time when 
they were yet uncorrupted, and in their utmost vigour, 
that Darius turned his arms. This expedition I am 
now going to relate. 


a Lib. vii. p. 301. 


« Lib. xii. p. 524. 







PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


235 


SECTION IV.— DARIUS’S EXPEDITION AGAINST 
THE SCYTHIANS. 

I HAVE already observed, * 1 that the pretence used 
by Darius, for undertaking* this war against the Scy¬ 
thians, was the irruption formerly made by that peo¬ 
ple into Asia; but in reality he had no other end than 
to satisfy his own ambition, and to extend his con¬ 
quests. 

His brother Artabanes, for whom he had a great 
regard, and who, on his side, had no less zeal for the 
true interests of the king his brother, thought it his 
duty on this occasion to speak his sentiments with all 
the freedom that an affair of such importance required. 
44 Great prince,” says he to him, 2 “ they who form any 
great enterprise, ought carefully to consider, whether 
it will be beneficial or prejudicial to the state; whe¬ 
ther the execution of it will be easy or difficult; whe¬ 
ther it will be likely to augment or diminish their 
glory; and lastly, whether the thing designed be con¬ 
sistent with, or contrary to, the rules of justice. For 
my own part, I cannot perceive, sir, eren though you 
were sure of success, what advantage you can propose 
to yourself in undertaking a war against the Scythi¬ 
ans. Consider the vast distance between them and 
you; and the prodigious space of land and sea that 
separates them from vour dominions; besides, they 
are a people that dwell in wild and uncultivated de¬ 
serts; that have neither towns nor houses; that have 
no fixed settlement, or place of habitation; and that 
are destitute of all manner of riches. What have 
your troops to gain from such an expedition? or, to 
speak more properly, what have they not rather to 
lose? 

Accustomed as the Scythians are to remove from 
country to country, if they should think proper to fly 
before you, not out of cowardice or fear, for they are 
a very courageous and warlike people, but only with 
a design to harass and ruin your army by continual 
and fatiguing marches; what will become of us in such 
an uncultivated, barren, and naked country, where 
we shall neither find forage for our horses, nor provi¬ 
sion for our men? I am afraid, sir, that through a 
false notion of glory, and the insinuations of flatterers, 
you may be hurried into a war, which may turn to 
the dishonour of the nation. You now enjoy the 
sweets of peace and tranquillity in the midst of your 
people, where you are the object of their admiration, 
and the author of their happiness. You are sensible 
the gods have placed you upon the throne to be their 
coadjutor, or, to speak more properly, to be the dis¬ 
penser of their bounty, rather than the minister of 
their power. You pride ) , 'ourself upon being the pro¬ 
tector, the guardian, and the father of your subjects: 
and you often declare to us, because you really be¬ 
lieve so, that you look upon yourself as invested w ith 
sovereign power, only to make your people happy. 
What exquisite joy must it be to so great a prince as 
you are, to be the source of so many blessings: and 
under the shadow' of your name to preserve such infi¬ 
nite numbers of people in so desirable a tranquillity! 
Is not the glory of a king who loves his subjects, and 
is beloved by them; who, instead of waging war 
against neighbouring or distant nations, makes use of 
his power to keen them in peace and amity with each 
other; is not suen a glory infinitely preferable to that 
of ravaging and spoiling a country, of filling the earth 
with slaughter and desolation, with horror, conster¬ 
nation, and despair? But there is one motive more, 
which ought to have a greater influence upon you 
than all others; I mean that of justice. Thanks to 
the gods, you are not of the number of those princes, 
who acknowledge no other law than that of force, 3 
and who imagine that they have a peculiar privilege 
annexed to their dignity, which private persons have 


* Herod. 1. iv. c. 83—96. 

a Omncs qui magnarum rerum consilin suscipiunt, aesti- 
mare debent, an quod inchoatur, reipublieae utile, ipsis glo* 
riosum, aut promptum cffectu, aut certS non arduum sit. 
Tacit, mst. 1. ii. 76. 

3 Id in summa fortuna tequius, quod validius: et eua re- 
tinere privatae domus: de alienis certare, regiam laudem 
case. 7’acit. Annal. 1. xxv. c. 1. 


not, of invadingothcr men’s properties. You do not 
make your greatness consist in being able to do what¬ 
ever you will,4 but in willing only what may be done 
without infringing the laws, or violating justice. To 
speak plain, shall one man be reckoned unjust, and a 
robber, for seizing on a few acres of his neighbour’s 
estate; and shall another be reckoned just and great, 
and have the title of hero, because he seizes upon and 
usurps whole provinces? Permit me, sir, to ask vou, 
what title have you to Scythia? What injury have 
the Scythians done you? What reason can you al¬ 
lege for declaring war against them? The war, in] 
deed, in which you have been engaged against the 
Babylonians, was at the same time both just and ne¬ 
cessary; the gods have accordingly crowned, your 
arms with success. It belongs to you, sir, to judge, 
whether that which you are now going to undertake, 
be of the same nature.” 

Nothing but the generous zeal of a brother, truly 
concerned for the glory of his prince and the good of 
his country, could inspire such a freedom: as, on the 
other hand, nothing but a perfect moderation in the 
prince could make him capable of bearing with it. 
Darius, 5 as Tacitus observes of another great empe¬ 
ror, had the art of reconciling two things which are 
generally incompatible, the sovereignty and liberty. 
Far from being offended at the freedom used by his 
brother, he thanked him for his good advice^hough 
he did not follow it; for he had taken his resolution. 
He departed from Susa at the head of an army of 
700,000 men; and his fleet, consisting of 600 ships, 
was chiefly manned with lonians, and other Grecian 
nations that dwelt upon the sea-coasts of Asia Minor 
and the Hellespont. He marched his army towards 
the Thracian Bosphorus, which he passed upon a 
bridge of boats: after which, having made himself 
master of all Thrace, he came to the banks of the 
Danube otherwise called the Ister, where he had or¬ 
dered his fleet to join him. In several places on his 
march he caused pillars to be erected with magnifi¬ 
cent inscriptions, in one of which he suffered himself 
to be called, the best and handsomest of all men liv¬ 
ing *. What vanity! whal a littleness of soul was 
this! 

And yet if this prince’s faults had terminated only 
in sentiments of pride and vanity, perhaps they would 
appear more excusable than they do, at.least they 
would not have been so pernicious to his subjects. 
But bow shall we reconcile Darius’s disposition, 6 
which seemed to be so exc#edingly humane and gen¬ 
tle, with his barbarous and cruel behaviour towards 
Oebazus, a venerable old man, whose merit as well as 
quality, entitled him to respect? This nobleman had 
three sons, who were all preparing themselves to 
attend the king in this expedition against the Scy¬ 
thians. Upon Darius’s departure from Susa, the good 
old father begged as a favour of him, that he would 
please to leave him one of his sons at home, to be a 
comfort to him in his old age. One , replied Darius, 
will not be sufficient for you; I will leave you all the 
three: and immediately he caused them all to be put 
to death. 

When the army had passed the Danube upon a 
bridge of boats, 7 the king was for having the bridge 
broken down, that his army might not be weakened 
by leaving so considerable a detachment of his troops 
as was necessary to guard it. But one of his officers 
represented to him, that it might be proper to keep 
that, as a necessary resource, in case the war with the 
Scythians should prove unfortunate. The king ac* 
quiesced, and committed the guarding of the bridge 
to the care of the lonians, who built it; .giving them 
leave, at the same time, to go back to their own coun¬ 
try, if he did not return in the space of two months: 
he then proceeded on his march to Scythia. 

As soon as the Scythians were informed that Da- 


* Ut felicitatis est quantum velis posse, sic magnitudinis 
velle quantum possis. Plin. in Panegyr. Tray. 

e Nerva Caesar res olim dissociabiles miscuit, principatum 
et libertatem. Tacit, in vit. Agric. cap. iii. 
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rius was marching- against them, * 1 they immediately 
entered into consultation upon the measures necessa¬ 
ry to be taken. They were very sensible, that they 
were not in a condition to resist by themselves so for¬ 
midable an enemy. They applied therefore to all the 
neighbouring nations, and desired their assistance, 
alleging, that the clanger was general, and concerned 
them all, and that it was their common interest to 
oppose an enemy, whose views of conquest were not 
confined to one nation. Some returned favourable 
answers to their demand; others absolutely refused to 
enter into a war which, they said, did not regard them; 
but they had soon reason to repent their refusal. 

One wise precaution taken by the Scythians, 2 was 
to place their wives and children in safety, by sending 
them in carriages to the most northern parts of the 
country; and with them likewise they sent all their 
herds and flocks, reserving nothing to themselves but 
what was necessary for the support of their army. 
Another precaution of theirs was to fill up all their 
wells, and stop up their springs, and to consume all 
the forage in those parts through which the Persian 
army was to pass. This done, they marched, in con¬ 
junction with their allies, against their enemy, not 
with a view of giving him battle, for they were deter¬ 
mined to avoid that, but to draw him into such places 
as suited best their interest. Whenever the Persians 
seemed disposed to attack them, they still retired far¬ 
ther up into the country; and thereby drew them on, 
from place to place, into the territories of those na¬ 
tions that had refused to enter into alliance with them, 
whose lands became a prey to the two armies of the 
Persians and Scythians. 

Darius, 3 weary of these tedious and fatiguing pur¬ 
suits, sent a herald to the king of the Scythians, 
whose name was Indathyrsus, with this message in 
his name:—“ Prince of the Scythians, wherefore dost 
thou continually fly before me? Why dost thou not 
stop somewhere or other, either to give me battle, if 
thou believest thyself able to encounter me, or, if thou 
thinkest thyself too weak, to acknowledge thy mas¬ 
ter, by presenting him with earth and water?” The 
Scythians were a high-spirited people, extremely 
jealous of their liberty, and professed enemies to all 
slavery. Indathyrsus sent Darius the following an¬ 
swer:—“If I fly before thee, prince of the Persians, 
it is not because I fear thee: what I do now, is no 
more than what I am used to do in time of peace. 
We Scythians have neither cities nor lands to defend: 
If thou hast a mind to fonce us to come to an engage¬ 
ment, come and attack the tombs of our fathers, and 
thou shalt find what manner of men we are. As to the 
title of master which thou assumest, keep it for other 
nations than the Assyrians. For my part, I acknow¬ 
ledge no other master than the great Jupiter, one of 
my own ancestors, and the goddess Vesta.” 

The farther Darius advanced into the country, 4 the 
greater hardships his army was exposed to. Just 
when it was reduced to the last extremity, there came 
a herald from the Scythian prince, who was commis¬ 
sioned to present to Darius a bird, a mouse, a frog, 
and five arrows. The king desired to know the 
meaning of those gifts. The messenger answered, 
that his orders were only to deliver them, and nothing 
more; and that it was left to the Persian king to find 
out the meaning. Darius concluded at first, that the 
Scythians thereby consented to deliver up the earth 
and water to him, which were represented by the 
mouse and frog; as also their cavalry, whose swift¬ 
ness was represented by the bird; together with their 
own persons and arms, signified by the arrows. But 
Gobryas, one of the seven lords that had deposed the 
Magian impostor, expounded the enigma in the fol¬ 
lowing manner: “Know,” says he to the Persians, 
“that unless you can fly in the air like birds, or hide 
yourselves in the earth like mice, or dive under the 
water like frogs, you shall in no wise be able to avoid 
the arrows of the Scythians.” 

And, 6 indeed, the whole Persian army, marching 


i Herod. 1. iv. c. 102, 118, 119. a lb. e. 120, 125. 
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in a vast, uncultivated, and barren country, complete¬ 
ly destitute of water, was reduced to so deplorable a 
condition, that they had nothing before their eyes but 
inevitable ruin; nor was Darius himself exempt from 
the common danger. He owed his preservation to a 
camel, which was loaded with water, and followed 
him with great difficulty through that wild and desert 
country. The king afterwards did not forget this 
benefactor; to reward him for the service he had done 
him, and the fatigues he had undergone, on his return 
to Asia he settled a certain district of his own upon 
him for his peculiar use and subsistence, for which 
reason the place was called Gaugamela, that is, in 
the Persian tongue, the Camel's habitation . It was 
near the same place that Darius Codomanus received 
a second overthrow by Alexander the Great. 

Darius deliberated no longer, 6 finding himself under 
an absolute necessity of quitting his rash enterprise. 
He began then to think in earnest of returning home; 
and saw but too plainly, that there was no time to be 
lost. As soon therefore as night came, the Persians, 
to deceive the enemy, lighted a great number of fires, 
as usual; and leaving the old men and the sick behind 
them in the camp together with all their asses, which 
made a sufficient noise, they set out upon their march, 
in order to reach the Danube. The Scythians did not 
perceive they were gone till the next morning; where¬ 
upon they immediately sent a considerable detachment 
to the Danube: this detachment being perfectly well 
acquainted with the roads of the country, arrived at 
the bridge a great while before the Persians. The 
Scythians had sent expresses beforehand to persuade 
the Ionians to break the bridge, and to return to their 
own country; and the latter had promised to do it, but 
without designing to execute their promise. The Scy¬ 
thians now pressed them to it more earnestly, and 
represented to them, that the time prescribed by Da¬ 
rius for staying there was elapsed; that they were at 
liberty to return home, without either violating their 
word or their duty; that they now had it in their 
power to throw off'for ever the yoke of their subjec¬ 
tion, and make themselves a happy and free people; 
and that the Scythians would render Darius incapable 
of forming any more enterprises against any of his 
neighbours. 

The Ionians entered into consultation upon the 
affair. Miltiades the Athenian, who was prince, or 
as the Greeks call it, tyrant, of the Chcrsonesus of 
Thrace, at the mouth of the Hellespont, was one of 
those that accompanied Darius, and furnished him 
with ships for his enterprise. Having the public inter¬ 
est more at heart than his private advantage, 7 he was 
of opinion that they should comply with the request 
of the Scythians and embrace so favourable an oppor¬ 
tunity of recovering the liberty of Ionia; all the other 
commanders acquiesced in his sentiments, except 
Hvstiaeus, the tyrant of Miletus. When it came to his 
turn to speak, he represented to the Ionian generals, 
that their fortune was linked with that of Darius; that 
it was under that prince’s protection that each of them 
was master in his own city; and if the power of the 
Persians should sink or decline, the cities of Ionia 
would not fail to depose their tyrants and recover 
their freedom. All the other chiefs were influenced 
by his opinion; and, as is usual in most cases, the 
consideration of private interest prevailed over the 
public good. They resolved therefore to wait for 
Darius; but in order to deceive the Scythians, and 
hinder them from undertaking any thing, they declared 
to them that they had resolved “to retire, pursuant to 
their request; and, the better to carry on the fraud, 
they actually began to break one end of the bridge, 
exhorting the Scythians at the same time to do their 
part, to return speedily back to meet the common 
enemy, to attack and defeat them. The Scythians 
being too credulous, retired, and were deceived a se¬ 
cond time. 

They missed Darius, 8 who had taken a different 
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route from that in which they expected to come up 
with him. He arrived by night at the bridge over the 
Danube; and, finding it broken down, lie no longer 
doubted but the Ionians were gone, and that conse¬ 
quently he should be ruined. He made his people 
call out with a loud voice for Hystiasus, the Milesian, 
who at last answered, and put the king out of his 
anxiety. They entirely repaired the bridge; so that 
Darius repassed the Danube, and came back into 
Thrace. There he left Megabyzus, one of his chief 
generals, with part of his army, to complete the con- 
/-quest of that country, and entirely reduce it to his 
-obedience. After which he repassed the Bosphorus 
£with the rest of his troops, and went to Sardis, where 
■he spent the winter and the greatest part of the year 
^following, in order to refresh his army which had suf- 
f fered extremely in that ill-conccrted and unfortunate 
g expedition. 

Megabyzus continued some time in Thrace; 1 whose 
v inhabitants, according to Herodotus, would have been 
invincible, had they had the discretion to unite their 
forces, and to choose one chief commander. Some of 
them had very particular customs. In one of their dis¬ 
tricts, when a child came into the world, all the rela¬ 
tions expressed great sorrow and affliction, bitterly 
weeping at the prospect of the misery which the new¬ 
born infant had to experience. While on the other 
hand, on the death of any of their family, they all re¬ 
joiced because they looked upon the deceased person 
as happy only from that moment wherein he was de¬ 
livered for ever from the troubles and calamities of 
this life. In another district, where polygamy was in 
fashion, when a husband died, it was a great dispute 
among his wives which of them was best beloved. 
She in whose favour the contest was decided, had the 
privilege of being sacrificed by her nearest relation 
upon the tomb of her husband, and of being buried 
with him: whilst all the other wives envied her hap¬ 
piness, and thought themselves in some sort dishon¬ 
oured. 

Darius, 2 on his return to Sardis, after his unhappy 
expedition against the Scythians, having learned for 
certain that he owed both his own safety and that of 
his whole army to Hystiaeus, who had persuaded the 
Ionians not to destroy the bridge on the Danube, sent 
for that prince to his court, and desired him freely to 
ask any favour in recompense of his service. Hysti¬ 
aeus hereupon desired the king to give him Mircina 
of Edonia, a territory upon the river Strymon in 
Thrace, together with the liberty of building a city 
there. His request was readily granted; and he re¬ 
turned to Miletus, where he caused a fleet of ships to 
be equipped, and then set out for Thrace. Having 
taken possession of the territory granted him, he im¬ 
mediately set about the execution of his project in 
building a city. 

Megabyzus, 3 who was then governor of Thrace for 
Darius, immediately perceived how prejudicial that 
undertaking would be to the king’s affairs in those 
quarters. He considered, that this new city stood 
upon a navigable river; that the country round about 
it abounded in timber fit for building of ships; that it 
was inhabited by different nations, both Greeks and 
Barbarians, who were able to furnish great numbers 
of men for land and sea service; that, if once those 
people were under the guidance of a leader so skilful 
and enterprising as Hystiaeus. they might become so 
powerful both by sea and land, that it would be no 
longer possible for the king to keep them in subjec¬ 
tion ; especially considering that they had a great many 
gold and silver mines in that country, which would 
enable them to carry on any project they might think 
fit to form. At his return to Sardis, he represented 
all these things to the king, who was convinced by 
his reasons, and therefore sent for Hystiaeus to come 
to him at Sardis, pretending to have some great de¬ 
signs in view, wherein he wanted the assistance of 
his counsel. When he had brought him to his court 
by this means, he carried him to Snsa, making him 
believe that he set an extraordinary value upon a 
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friend of such fidelity and understanding; two quali¬ 
fications that rendered him very dear to him, and of 
which he had given such memorable proofs in the 
Scythian expedition; giving him to understand, at the 
same time, that lie should be able to find something for 
him in Persia which would make him ample amends 
for all that he could leave behind him. Hystiaeus, 
leased with so honourable a distinction, and finding 
imself likewise under a necessity of complying, ac¬ 
companied Darius to Susa, and left Aristagoras to 
govern Miletus in his room. 

Whilst Megabyzus was still in Thrace,4 he sent 
several Persian noblemen to Amyntas, king of Mace¬ 
donia, to require him to give earth and water to Darius 
his master: this was the usual form of one prince’s 
submitting to another. Amyntas readily complied 
with that request, and paid all imaginable honours to 
the envoys. Towards the end of an entertainment 
which he made for them, they desired that the ladies 
might be brought in, which was a thing contrary to 
the custom of the country: however the king would 
not venture to refuse them. The Persian noblemen 
being heated with wine, and thinking they might use 
the same freedom as in their own country, did not ob¬ 
serve. a due decorum towards those princesses. The 
king’s son, whose name was Alexander, could not see 
his mother and sisters treated in such a manner, with¬ 
out great resentment and indignation. Wherefore 
upon some pretence or other, he contrived to send the 
ladies out of the room, as if they were to return again 
presently, and had the precaution to get the king, his 
father, also out of the company. In this interval he 
caused some young men to be dressed like women, 
and to be armed with poinards under their garments. 
These pretended ladies came into the room instead of 
the others; and when the Persians began to treat them 
as they had before treated the princesses, they drew 
out their poinards, fell violently upon them, and killed, 
not only die noblemen, but every one of their attend¬ 
ants. The news of this slaughter soon reached Susa, 
and the king appointed commissioners to take cogni¬ 
zance of the matter; but Alexander by the power of 
bribes and presents, stifled the affair so that nothing 
came of it. 

The Scythians, 5 to be revenged of Darius for in¬ 
vading their country, passed the Danube, and ravaged 
all the part of Thrace that had submitted to the Per¬ 
sians as far as the Hellespont. Miltiades to avoid their 
fury, abandoned the Chersonesus; but after the enemy 
retired, he returned thither again, and was restored 
to the same power he had before over the inhabitants 
of the conntry, 

SECTION V.— DARIUS’S CONQUEST OF INDIA. 

About the same time, that is, 
in the thirteenth year of Darius’s A. M. 3496. 
reign, this prince having an ambi- Ant. J. C. 503. 
tion to extend his dominion east¬ 
wards, first resolved, in order to facilitate his con¬ 
quests, to get a proper knowledge of the country. To 
this end, 6 lie caused a fleet to be built and fitted out 
at Caspatyra, a city upon the Indus, and did the same 
at several other places on the same river, as far as the 
frontiers of Scythia. 7 The command of this fleet was 
given to Scylax, 3 a Grecian of Caryandia, a town of 
Caiia, who was perfectly well versed in maritime 
affairs. His orders were to sail down that river, and 
get all the knowledge he possibly could of the country 
on both sides, quite down to the mouth of the river; 
to pass from thence into the Southern Ocean, and to 
steer his course afterwards to the west, and so return 
back that way to Persia. Scylax, having exactly 
observed his instructions, and sailed quite down the 
river Indus, entered the Red Sea by the straits of Ba- 
belmandel; and after a voyage of thirty months from 
the time of his setting out from Caspatyra, he arrived 

4 Herod. 1. v. c. 17, 21. 8 Ibid 1 vi. e. 40. 
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a There is a geographical treatise entitled Jltfi'n-xeuc, and 
eomposed by ore Seylax of Caryandia, who is thought to be 
the same person spoken of in this place. But that opinion fa 
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to many learned dissertations. 
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in Egypt, at the same port from whence Necho, 1 king 
of Egypt, had formerly sent the Phoenicians, who were 
in his service, with orders to sail round the coasts of 
Africa. Very probably this was the same port where 
now stands the town of Suez, at the farther end of the 
Red Sea. From thence Scyiax returned to Susa, 
where he gave Darius an account of all his discoveries. 
Darius afterwards entered India with an army, and 
subjected all that vast country. The reader will na¬ 
turally expect to be informed of the particulars of so 
important a war. But Herodotus says not one word 
about it: he only tells us, that India made the twen¬ 
tieth province, 2 or government, of the Persian empire, 
and that the annual revenue accruing from hence to 
Darius was 360 talents of gold, which amount to near 
11,000,000 livres, French money, something less than 
500,000h sterling. 

SECTION VI.— THE REVOLT OF THE IONIANS. 

DARIUS , 3 after his returiyto Su- 
A. M. 3500. sa from his Scythian expedition, 
Ant. J. C. 504. had given his brother Artaphernes 
the government of Sardis, and made 
Otanes commander in Thrace, and the adjacent coun¬ 
tries along the sea-coast in the room of Megabyzus. 

From a small spark, 4 kindled by a sedition at Nax- 
u@, a great flame arose, which gave occasion to a con¬ 
siderable war. Naxus was the most important island 
of the Cyclades in the JEgean sea, now called the 
Archipelago. In this sedition the principal inhabitants 
having been overpowered by the populace, who were 
the greater number, many of the richest families were 
banished out of the island. Hereupon they fled to 
Miletus, and implored the assistance of Aristagoras, to 
reinstate them in their native place. He was at that 
time governor of that city, ns lieutenant to Hystimus, 
to whom he was both nephew and son-in-law, and 
whom Darius had carried along with him to Susa. 
Aristagoras promised to give these exiles the assist¬ 
ance they desired. 

But not being powerful enough himself to execute 
what he had promised, he went to Sardis, and com¬ 
municated the affair to Artaphernes. He represented 
to him that this was a very favourable opportunity for 
reducing Naxus under the power of Darius; that if 
he were once master of that island all the rest of the 
Cyclades would fall of themselves into his hands, one 
after another; that in consequence the isle of iEubcea 
(now Negropont,) which was as large as Cyprus, and 
lay very near them, would be easily conquered, which 
would give the king a free passage into Greece, and 
the means of subjecting all that country; and, in 
short, that 100 ships would be sufficient for the effec¬ 
tual execution of this enterprise. Artaphernes was 
so pleased with the project, that instead of 100 ves¬ 
sels, which Aristagoras required, he promised him 
200, in case he obtained the king’s consent to the ex¬ 
pedition. 

The king, charmed with the mighty hopes with 
which he was flattered, very readily approved the en¬ 
terprise, though founded only upon injustice and a 
boundless ambition, as also upon perfidiousness on the 
part of Aristagoras and Artaphernes. No considera¬ 
tion gave him a moment’s pause. The most injurious 
project is formed and accepted without the least re¬ 
luctance or scruple: motives of advantage and con¬ 
venience solely determine. The isle lies convenient 
for the Persians; this is conceived a sufficient title, 
and a warrantable ground to reduce it by force of 
arms. And, indeed, most of the other expeditions of 

this prince had no better principle. 

As soon as Artaphernes had obtained the king’s 
consent to this project, he made the necessary prepa¬ 
rations for executing it. The better to conceal his 
design, and to surprise the people of Naxus, he spread 
a report that his fleet was going towards the Helles¬ 
pont; and the spring following he sent the number of 
ships he had promisecLto Miletus under the command 
of Megabates a Persian nobleman of the royal family 
of Achcemenes. But being directed in his commission 


to obey the orders of Aristagoras, the high-spirited 
Persian could not bear to be under the command of an 
Ionian, especially one who treated him in a haughty 
and imperious manner. This pique occasioned a 
breach between the two generals, which rose so high, 
that Megabates, to be revenged of Aristagoras, gave 
the Naxians secret intelligence of the design formed 
against them. Upon which they made such prepara¬ 
tions for their defence, that the Persians, after having 
spent four months in besieging the capital of the is¬ 
land, and consumed all their provisions, were obliged 
to retire. 

The project having thus miscarried, 5 Megabates 
threw all the blame upon Aristagoras, and entirely 
ruined his credit with Artaphernes. The Ionian in¬ 
stantly foresaw that this accident would be attended 
not only with the loss of his government, but with 
his utter ruin. The desperate situation to which he 
was reduced, made him think of revolting from the 
king, as the only expedient whereby be could possibly 
save himself. No sooner had he formed this design, 
than a messenger came to him from Hystiaeus, who 
gave him the same counsel. Hystiaeus, who had now 
been some years at the Persian court, being disgusted 
with the manners of that nation, and having an ardent 
desire to return to his own country, thought this the 
most likely means of accomplishing his wish, and 
therefore gave Aristagoras that counsel. He flattered 
himself, that in case any troubles arose in Ionia, he 
could prevail with Darius to send him thither to ap¬ 
pease them; and, in fact, the thing happened accord¬ 
ing to his expectation. As soon as Aristagoras found 
his design seconded by the orders of Hystiaeus, he 
imparted them to the principal persons of Ionia, whom 
he found extremely well disposed to enter into his 
views. He therefore deliberated no longer, hut being 
determined to revolt, applied himself wholly in making 
preparations for it. 

The people of Tyre, having been 
reduced to slavery when their city A. M. 3502 
was taken bv Nebuchadnezzar, had Ant. J. C. 502. 
groaned under that oppression for 
the space of seventy years. But after the expiration 
of that term, they were restored, according to Isaiah's 
prophecy, 6 to the possession of their ancient privi¬ 
leges, with the liberty of having a king of their own; 
which liberty they enjoyed till the time of Alexander 
the Great. It seems probable, that this favour was 
granted them by Darius, in consideration of the ser¬ 
vices he expected to receive from that city (which was 
so powerful by sea) in reducing the Ionians to their 
ancient subjection. This was the nineteenth year of 
Darius’s reign. 

The next year, Aristagoras, 7 in order to engage the 
Ionians to adhere the more closely to him, reinstated 
them in their liberty, and in all their former privile¬ 
ges. He began with Miletus, where he divested him¬ 
self of his power, and resigned it into the hands of the 
people. He then made a journey through nil Ionia, 
where, by his example, his influence and perhaps by 
the fear that they would be forced to it whether they 
would or no, he prevailed upon all the other tyrants 
to do the same in every city. They complied the more 
readily, as the Persian power, since the check it re¬ 
ceived in Scythia, was the less able to protect them 
against the Ionians, who were naturally fond of liber¬ 
ty, and a state of independence, and professed enemies 
to all tyranny. Having united them all in this man¬ 
ner in one common league, of which he himself was 
declared the head, he set up the standard of rebellion 
against the king, and made great preparations by sea 
and laud for supporting a war against him. 

To enable himself to carry on the war with more 
vigour, 8 Aristagoras went in the beginning of the fol¬ 
lowing year to Lacedaemon, in order to bring that city 
into his interest, and engage ►i to furnish him with 
succours. Cleomenes was at this time king ol Sparta. 


6 Herod. 1. v. e. 35, 36. 

e And it shall conic to pass after (he end of seventy years, 
that the Lord will visit Tyre, and she shall turn to her hire. 
Isa. xxiii. 17.1 

i Herod. 1. v. c. 37, 33. 8 lb. c. 33. 41. 49. 51. 


t Herod. 1. iv. c. 42. 
s Lib. v. e. 25. 


s Ibid. 1. iii. c. 94. 
^ Ibid. c. 23, 34. 
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He was the son of Anaxandrides by a second wife, 
whom the Ephori had obliged him to marry, because 
he had no issue by the first. He had by her three sons 
besides Cleomenes, namely Doriaeus, Leonidas and 
Cleombrotus, the two last of which ascended the 
throne of Lacedaemon in their turns. Aristagoras then 
addressed himself to Cleomenes, and the time and 
lace for an interview between them being agreed on, 
e waited upon him and represented to him, that the 
Ionians and Lacedaemonians were countrymen; that 
Sparta being the most powerful city of Greece, it 
would be for her honour to concur with him in the 
design he had formed of restoring the Ionians to their 
liberty; that the Persians, their common enemy,were 
not a warlike people, but extremely rich, and conse¬ 
quently would become an easy prey to the Lacedae¬ 
monians; that considering the present spirit and dis¬ 
position of the Ionians, it would not be difficult for 
them to carry their victorious arms even to Susa, the 
metropolis of the Persian empire, and the place of the 
king’s residence; he showed him at the same time, a 
plan of all the nations and towns through which they 
were to pass, engraven upon a little plate of brass 
which he had brought along with him. Cleomenes 
desired three days time to consider of his proposals. 
That term being expired, he asked the Ionian how far 
it was from the Ionian sea to Susa, and how much 
time it required to go from the one place to the other. 
Aristagoras, without considering the effect his answer 
was likely to have upon Cleomenes, told him, that 
from Ionia to Susa was about three months* journey. 1 
Cleomenes was so amazed at this proposal, that he 
immediately ordered him to depart Irom Sparta before 
sun-set. Aristagoras nevertheless followed him home 
to his house, and endeavoured to win him by argu¬ 
ments of another sort, that is by presents. The first 
sum he offered him was only ten talents, which were 
equivalent to 30,000 livres of French money; that 
being refused, he still rose in his offers, till at last he 
proposed to give him fifty talents. Gorgo, a daugh¬ 
ter ofCIeomene3, about eight or nine years of age, 
whom her father had not ordered to quit the room, as 
apprehending nothing from so youngachild, hearing 
the proposals that were made, cried out: Fty K father , 
dy, this stranger will corrupt you. Cleomenes 
laughed, but yet observed the child’s admonition, and 
actually retired: Aristagoras left Sparta. 

From thence he proceeded to Athens, 2 where he 
found a more favourable reception. He had the good 
fortune to arrive there at a time when the Athenians 
were extremely well disposed to hearken to any pro¬ 
posals that could be made to them against the Per¬ 
sians, with whom they were highly offended on the 
following occasion. Hippias, 3 the son of Pisistratus, 
tyrant of Athens, who, about ten years before, had 
been banished, after having tried m vain abundance 
of methods for his re-establishment, at last went to 
Sardis and made his application to Artaphernes. He 
insinuated himself so far into the good opinion of that 
governor, that he gave a favourable ear to all he said 
to the disadvantage of the Athenians, and became 
extremely prejudiced against them. The Athenians, 
having intelligence of this, sent an ambassador to 
Sardis, and desired of Artaphernes, not to give ear to 
what any of their outlaws should insinuate to their 
disadvantage. The answer of Artaphernes to this 
message was, that, if they desired to live in peace, 
they must recall Hippias. When this haughty answer 
was brought back to the Athenians, the whole city 
were violently enraged against the Persians. Arista¬ 
goras, cuming thither just at this juncture, easily 


* [The actual aggregate distance between Sardis and Susa, 
or Sus, (not the mudern Tostar,) taken through the points 
of Issus and Mosul, is 1,120 German miles, or 1,295 British 
miles; which, divided by 14 miles a day, for the mean rate 
of military marches, will produce 92£ days—exactly answer¬ 
ing the three months mentioned by Aristagoras in the text. 
If to this distance be added—that, from Ephesus to Sardis, 
amounting to 21 parasangs or 03 Roman miles, equal to (if) 
British, then the whole aggregate distance will be 1,355 
British miles and 95 days march.] 

» Herod. 1. v.c.55. 9G, 97. 

* This fact lias been before treated at large in this vol. 


obtained all he desired. Herodotus 4 remarks on this 
occasion, how much easier it is tu impose upon a mul¬ 
titude, than upon a single person: and so Aristagoras 
found it; for he prevailed with 30,000 Athenians to 
come to a resolution, into which he could not per¬ 
suade Cleomenes alone. They engaged immediate¬ 
ly to furnish twenty ships to assist him in his design; 
and it may be truly said, that this little fleet was 
the original source of all the calamities, in which 
both the Persians and Grecians were afterwards in¬ 
volved. 

In the third year of this war, the 
Ionians, having collected all their A. M. 3504. 
forces together, and being rein- Ant. J. C. 500. 
forced with the twenty vessels fur¬ 
nished by the city of Athens, and five more from Ere- 
tria, in the island of Euboea, set sail for Ephesus, and 
leaving their ships there, they marched by land to the 
city oi Sardis: finding the place in a defenceless con¬ 
dition, they soon made themselves masters of it; but 
the citadel, into which Artaphernes retired, they were 
not able to force. As most of the houses of this city 
were built with reeds, and consequently were very 
combustible, an Ionian soldier having set fire to one 
house, the flames soon spread and communicated to 
the rest, and reduced the whole city to ashes. Upon 
this accident the Persians and Lydians, assembling 
their forces together for their defence, the Ionians 
judged it was time for them to think of retreating; 
and accordingly they marched back with all possible 
diligence, in order to re-embark at Ephesus: but the 
Persians arriving there almost as soon as they, attack¬ 
ed them vigorously, and destroyed a great number 
of their men. The Athenians, after the return of their 
ships, would never engage any more in this war, not¬ 
withstanding the urgent solicitations of Aristagoras. 

Darius being informed of the burning of Sardis, 5 
and of the part the Athenians took in that affair, he 
resolved from that very time to make war upon 
Greece: and that he might never forget this resolu¬ 
tion, he commanded one of his officers to cry out to 
him with a loud voice every night, when he was at 
supper: Sir , remember the Athenians. In the burn¬ 
ing of Sardis it happened that the temple of Cybele, 
the goddess of that country, was consumed with the 
rest of the city. This accident served afterwards as 
a pretence to the Persians to burn all the temples 
they found in Greece: to which they were likewise 
induced by a religious motive which I have explained 
before. 

As Aristagoras, 6 the head man¬ 
ager of this revolt, was Hystiseus’s A. M. 3505. 
lieutenant at Miletus, Darius sus- Ant. J. C. 499. 
pected that the latter might proba¬ 
bly be the contriver of the whole conspiracy : for 
which reason he entered into a free conference with 
him upon the subject, and acquainted him with his 
thoughts, and the just grounds he had for his suspi¬ 
cion. Hystiaeus, who was a crafty courtier, and an 
expert master in the art of dissembling, appeared ex¬ 
tremely surprised and afflicted; and speaking in a tone 
that at once expressed both sorrow and indignation, 
“Is it then possible, sir,’’ said he to the king, “for 
your majesty to have entertained so injurious a suspi¬ 
cion of tne most faithful and most affectionate of your 
servants? I concerned in a rebellion against you ! 
Alas! what is there in the world that could tempt me 
to it? Do I want anything here? Am I not already 
raised to one of the highest stations in your court? 
And besides the honour I have of assisting at your 
councils, do I not daily receive new proofs of your 
bounty, by the numberless favours you heap upon 
me ?” After this he insinuated, that the revolt in 
Ionia proceeded from his absence and distance from 
the country; that they had waited for that opportuni¬ 
ty to rebel; that if he had stayed at Miletus, the con¬ 
spiracy would never have heen formed; that the 
surest way to restore the king’s affairs in that pro¬ 
vince, would be to send him thither to quell the in¬ 
surrection; that he promised him, on the forfeiture of 


4 Herod. 1. v. e. 99. 103. 

s Ibid. c. 105. « Ibid. c. 105. 107. 
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his head to deliver Aristagoras into his hands; and 
engaged, besides all this, to make the large island of 
Sardinia tributary to him. 1 The best princes are of¬ 
ten too credulous; and when they have once taken a 
subject into their confidence, it is with difficulty they 
withdraw it from him; nor do they easily undeceive 
themselves. Darius, imposed upon by the air of sin¬ 
cerity with which Hystiseus spoke on this occasion, 
believed him on his own word, and gave him leave 
to return to Ionia, on condition he came back to the 
Persian court as soon as he had executed what he 
promised. 

The revolters, 2 in the mean time, 
A. M. 3506. though deserted by the Athenians, 
Ant. J. C. 493. and notwithstanding the considera¬ 
ble check they had received in Io¬ 
nia, did not lose courage, but still pushed on their 
point with resolution. Their fleet set sail towards the 
Hellespont and the Propontis, and reduced Byzanti¬ 
um, with the greater part of the other Grecian cities, 
in that quarter. After which,as they were returning 
back again, they obliged the Carians to join with 
them in this war, as also the people of Cyprus. The 
Persian generals, having divided their forces among 
themselves, marched three different ways against the 
rebels, and defeated them in several encounters, in 
one of which Aristagoras was slain. 

When Hystireus was arrived at Sardis, 3 his in¬ 
triguing temper induced him to form a plot against the 

f overnment, into which he drew a great number of 
ersians. But, perceiving by some discourse he had 
with Artaphernes, that the part he had had in the re¬ 
volt of Ionia was not unknown to that governor, he 
thought it not safe for him to stay any longer at Sar¬ 
dis, and retired secretly the night following to the isle 
of Chios; from thence he sent a trusty messenger to 
Sardis, with letters for such of the Persians as he had 
gained to his party. This messenger betrayed him, 
and delivered his letters to Artaphernes, by which 
means the whole plot was discovered, all his accom- 

E lices put to death, and his project utterly defeated. 

iut still imagining, that he. could bring about some 
enterprise of importance, if he were once at the head 
of the Ionian league, he made several attempts to get 
into Miletus, and to be admitted into the confederacy 
by the citizens: but none of his endeavours succeed¬ 
ed, and he was obliged to return to Chios. 

There 4 being asked why he had so strongly urged 
Aristagoras to revolt, and by that means involved 
Ionia in such calamities, he made answer, that it was 
because the king had resolved to transport the Ionians 
into Phoenicia, and to plant the Phoenicians in Ionia. 
But all this was a mere story and fiction of his own 
inventing, Darius having never conceived an)’ such 
design. The artifice however served his purpose ex¬ 
tremely well, not only for justifying him to the Io¬ 
nians, but also for engaging them to prosecute the war 
with vigour. For being alarmed at the thoughts of 
this transmigration, they came to a firm resolution to 
defend themselves against the Persians to the last ex¬ 
tremity. 

Artaphernes and Otanes, 5 with 
A. M. 3507. the rest of the Persian generals, 
Ant. J. C. 497. finding that Miletus was the centre 
of the Ionian confederacy, resolved 
to march thither with all their forces; concluding 
that, if they could carry that city, all the rest would 
submit of course. The Ionians, having intelligence 
of their design, determined in a general assembly to 
send no army into the field, but to fortify Miletus, 
and to furnish it to the utmost of their power with 
provisions, and all things necessary for enduring a 
siege; and to unite all tKeir forces to engage the Per¬ 
sians at sea, their dexterity in maritime affairs induc¬ 
ing them to believe that they should have the advan¬ 
tage in a naval battle. The place of their rendezvous 


* This island is very remole from Ionia, and could have 
no relation lo it. 1 am therefore apt to believe, it must be 
an error that has crept into the text of Herodotus, 
a Herod. 1. v. c. 103, 104. 108. 122. 

1 Ibid. vi. o. 1—5. * Ibid. c. 3. 

6 Ibid. c. 6—10. 31. 33. • 


was Lade, a small isle over against Miletus, when* 
they assembled a fleet of 353 vessels. At the sight of 
this fleet, the Persians, though stronger by one half 
with respect to the number of their ships, were afraid 
to hazard a battle, till by their emissaries they had se¬ 
cretly corrupted the greatest part of the confederates, 
and engaged them to desert: so that when the two 
fleets came to engage, the ships of Samos, of Lesbos, 
and several other places, sailed off", and returned to 
their own country, and the remaining fleet of the con¬ 
federates did not consist of above 100 vessels, which 
were all quickly overpowered by numbers, and almost 
entirely destroyed. After this, the city of Miletus' 
was besieged, a*nd became a prey to the conquerors, 
who utterly destroyed it. Tnis happened six years 
after Aristagoras’s revolt. All the other cities, as well 
on the continent as on the sea coast and in the isles, 
returned to their duty soon after, either voluntarily or 
by force. Those persons that stood out were treated 
as they had been threatened beforehand. The hand¬ 
somest of the young men were chosen to serve in the 
king’s palace; and the young women were all sent 
into Persia; the cities and temples were reduced to 
ashes. These were the effects of the revolt, into 
which the people were drawn by the ambitious views 
of Aristagoras and Hystiseus. 

The latter of these two had his share also in the 
general calamity: 6 for that same year he was taken 
by the Persians, and carried to Sardis, where Arta- 
phernes caused him to be immediately hanged, with¬ 
out consulting Darius, lest that prince’s affection for 
Ilysticeus should incline him to pardon him, and by 
that means a dangerous enemy should be left alive 
who might create the Persians new troubles. It ap¬ 
peared by the sequel, that Artaphernes’s conjecture 
was well grounded: for when Hystiaens’s head was 
brought to Darius, he expressed great dissatisfaction 
at the authors of his death, and caused the head to be 
honourably interred, as being the remains of a person 
to whom he had infinite obligations, the remembrance 
whereof was too deeply engraven on his mind, ever 
to be effaced by the greatness of any crimes he had 
afterwards committed. Hystiseus was one of those 
restless, bold, and enterprising spirits, in whom many 
good qualities are joined with still greater vices; with 
whom all means are lawful and good, that promote 
the end they have in view; who look upon justice, 
probity, and sincerity, as mere empty names: who 
make no scruple to employ lying or fraud, treachery 
or even perjury, when it is to serve their turn; and 
who reckon the ruin of nations, or even their own 
country, as nothing, if necessary to their own eleva¬ 
tion. His end was worthy his sentiments, and such 
as is common enough to these irreligious politicians, - 
who sacrifice every thing to their ambition, and ac¬ 
knowledge no other rule of their actions, and hardly 
any other God, than their interest and fortune. 

SECTION VII.— THE EXPEDITION OF DARIUS’S 
ARMY AGAINST GREECE. 

DARIUS , 7 in the twenty-eighth 
year of his reign, having recalled A. M. 3510. 
all his other generals, sent Mardo- Ant. J. C. 494. 
nins the son of Gobryas, a young 
lord of an illustrious Persian family, who had lately- 
married one of the king’s daughters, to command in 
chief throughout all the maritime parts of Asia, with 
a particular order to invade Greece, and to revenge 
the burning of Sardis upon the Athenians and Ere* 
trians. The king did not show much wisdom in this 
choice, by which he preferred a young man, because 
he was a favourite, to all his oldest and most experi¬ 
enced generals; especially in so difficult a war, the 
success of which he had very much at heart, and 
wherein the glory of his reign was infinitely concern¬ 
ed. His being son-in-law to the king was a quality, 
indeed, that might augment his influence, but added 
nothing to his real merit, or his capacity as a general. 

Upon his arrival in Macedonia, into which he had 
marched with his land forces after having passed 
through Thrace, the whole country, terrified by his 


o Herod. 1. vi. c. 29, 30. 


i Ibid, c. 43, 45. 
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ower, submitted. But his fleet attempting- to dou- 
le mount Athos (now called Capo Santo,) in order 
to gain the coasts of Macedonia, was attacked by so 
violent a storm, that upwards of 300 ships, with above 
20,000 men, perished in the sea. His land army met 
at the same time with no less fatal a blow. For, being 
encamped in a place of no security, the Thracians 
attacked the Persian camp by night, made a great 
slaughter, and wounded Mardoniushimself. All this 
ill success obliged him shortly after to return into 
Asia, with grief and confusion at his having miscarri¬ 
ed both by sea and land in this expedition. 

Darius perceiving, too late, that Mardonius’s youth 
and inexperience had occasioned the defeat of his 
troops, recalled him, and put two other generals in his 
lace, Datis, a Mede, and Artaphernes, son of his 
rother Artaphernes, who had been governor of Sar¬ 
dis. The king’s thoughts were earnestly bent upon 
putting in execution the great design he had long had 
in his mind, which was, to attack Greece with all his 
forces, and particularly to take a signal vengeance 
on the people of Athens and Eretria, whose enterprise 
ggainst Sardis was perpetually in his thoughts. 

L The State of Athens. The characters of Miltia- 
deSy Themistocles, and A ristides. 

Before we enter upon this war, it will be proper to 
refresh our memories with a view of the state of 
Athens at this time, which alone sustained the first 
ghock of the Persians at Marathon; as also to form 
some idea beforehand of the great men who shared in 
that celebrated victory. 

Athens, iust delivered from that yoke of servitude 
which she had been forced to bear for above thirty 
years, under the tyranny of Pisistratus and his chil¬ 
dren, now peaceably enjoyed the advantages of lib¬ 
erty, the sweetness and value of which were only 
heightened and improved by that short privation. 
Lacedasmon, which was at this time the mistress of 
Greece, and had contributed at first to this happy 
change in Athens, seemed afterwards to repent of her 
good offices: and growing jealous of the tranquillity 
She herself had procured for her neighbours, she at¬ 
tempted to disturb it, by endeavouring to reinstate 
Hippias, the son of Pisistratus, in the government of 
Athens. But all her attempts were fruitless, and 
served only to manifest her ill will, and her grief to 
see Athens determined to maintain its independence 
even of Sparta itself. Hippias hereupon had recourse 
to the Persians. Artaphernes, governor of Sardis, 
sent the Athenians word, as we have already men¬ 
tioned, that they must re-establish Hippias in his au¬ 
thority, unless they chose rather to draw the whole 
power of Darius upon them. This second attempt 
succeeded no better than the first, and Hippias was 
obliged to wait for a more favourable juncture. We 
shall see presently that he served as a conductor or 
guide to the Persian generals sent by Darius against 
Greece. 

Athens, from the time of the recovery of her lib¬ 
erty, was quite another city than under her tyrants, 
and displayed a very different kind of spirit. Among 
the citizens, 1 Miltiades distinguished himself most in 
the war with the Persians, which we are going to re¬ 
late. He was the son of Cimon, an illustrious Athe¬ 
nian. This Cimon had a half-brother by the mother’s 
side, whose name was likewise Miltiades, of a very 
ancient and noble family in iEgina, who had lately 
been received into the number of the Athenian citi¬ 
zens. He was a person of great credit even in the time 
of Pisistratus; but, as he could not endure the yoke 
of a despotic government, he joyfully embraced the 
offer made him, of goingto settle with a colony in the 
Thracian Ch-ersonesus, whither he was invited by the 
Dolonci, the inhabitants of that country, to be their 
king, or, according to the language of those times, 
their tyrant. He, dying without children, left the 
sovereignty to Stesagorss, his nephew, the eldest son 
tff his brother Cimon; and Stesagoras dying also 
without issue, the sons of Pisistratus, who then ruled 
the city of Athens, sent his brother Miltiades, the per¬ 


son we are now speaking of, into that country to be 
his successor. He arrived there, and established him¬ 
self in the government in the same year that Darius 
undertook his expedition against the Scythians. He 
attended that prince with some ships as far as the. 
Danube ; and it was he who advised the Ionians to 
destroy the bridge, and to return home without wait¬ 
ing for Darius. During his residence in the Cherso- 
nesus, he married Hegesinyla, 2 daughter of Olorus, a 
Thracian king in the neighbourhood, by whom he had 
Cimon, the famous Athenian general, of whom a great 
deal will be said in the sequel. Miltiades, having for 
several reasons abdicated his government in Thrace, 
embarked, and took all that he had on board five ships, 
and set sail for Athens. There he settled a second 
time, and acquired great reputation. 

At the same time two other citizens, 3 younger than 
Miltiades, began to distinguish themselves at Athens, 
namely, Aristides and Themistocles. Plutarch ob¬ 
serves, that the former of these two had endeavoured 
to form himself upon the model of Clisthenes, one of 
the greatest nien of his time, and a zealous defender 
of liberty, who had greatly contributed to the resto¬ 
ring it at Athens, by expelling the Pisislratidae out 
of that city. It was an excellent custom among the 
ancients, and which it were to be wished might pre¬ 
vail amongst us, that the young men ambitious of 
public employments, particularly attached themselves 
to such aged and experienced persons, 4 as had distin¬ 
guished themselves most eminently therein; and who, 
both by their conversation and example, could teach 
them the art of conducting themselves, and governing 
others with wisdom and discretion. Thus, says Plu¬ 
tarch, did Aristides attach himself to Clisthenes, and 
Cimon to Aristides; and he enumerates several others, 
and among the rest Polybius, whom we have men¬ 
tioned so often, and who in his youth was the con¬ 
stant disciple, and faithful imitator, of the celebrated 
Philopoemen. 

Themistocles and Aristides were of very different 
dispositions; but they both rendered great services to 
the commonwealth. Themistocles, who naturally in¬ 
clined to popular government, omitted nothing that 
could contribute to render him agreeable to the peo¬ 
ple, and to gain him friends; behaving himself with 
great affability and complaisance to every body, al¬ 
ways ready to do service to the citizens, every one of 
whom he knew by name; nor was he very nice about 
the means he used to oblige them. Somebody talking 
with him once on this subject, 5 told him he would 
make an excellent magistrate, if his behaviour to¬ 
wards the citizens was more impartial, and if he w'as 
not biassed in favour of one more than another: “God 
forbidreplied Themistocles, “ I should ever sit upon 
a tribunal, where my friends should find no more 
credit or favour than strangers.” Cleon, who appear¬ 
ed some time after at Athens, observed a quite differ¬ 
ent conduct, but yet such as was not wholly exempt 
from blame. When he came into the administration 
of public affairs, he assembled all his friends, and de¬ 
clared to them that from that moment he renounced 
their friendship, lest it should prove an obstacle to him 
in the discharge of his duty, and cause him to act with 
partiality and injustice. This was doing them very 
little honour, and entertaining no very hi<rh opinion 
of them. But, as Plutarch says, it was not nis friends 
but his passions, that he ought to have renounced. 

Aristides had the discretion to observe a just medi¬ 
um between these two vicious extremes. Being a fa¬ 
vourer of aristocracy in imitation of Lycurgus, w r hom 
he greatly admired, he in a manner struck out a new 
path of his own; not endeavouring to oblige his 
friends at the expense of justice, and yet always ready 
to do them service w’hen’consistent with it. He care- 


a After the death of Miltiades, this princess had by a so- 
cend husband a son, who was called Olorus, after the rmmo 
of his grandfather, and who was the father of Thucydidei 
the historian. Herod. 

a Plut. in Arist. p. 310, 320; and in Them. p. 112, 1134 
An seni sit ger. Rosp. 700, 791. 

« Discere a peritis, sequi optimo9. Tacit. Agric. 

» Cic. do Seoect. Tint. Au seni sit ger. Reap. p. 80Ck 
807. 


* Herod. 1. vi. c. 34, 41. Corn. Nep. in Mil. cap. i—iii, 
Vol. I.—31 
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fully avoided making use of his friends’ recommenda¬ 
tions for obtaining employments, lest it should prove a 
dangerous obligation upon him, as well as a plausible 
pretext for them to require the same favour from him 
on the like occasion. He used to say that the true 
citizen, or the honest man, ought to make no other 
use of his credit and power, than upon all occasions 
to practise what was honest and just, and engage 
others to clothe same. 

Considering 1 this contrariety of principles and hu¬ 
mours, we are not to wonder, if, during the adminis¬ 
tration of these great men, there was a continual op¬ 
position between them. Themistocles, who was bold 
and enterprising, was sure almost always to find 
Aristides against him, who thought himself obliged to 
thwart the other’s designs, even sometimes when they 
were just and beneficial to the public, lest he should 
gain too great an ascendant and authority, which 
might become pernicious to the commonwealth. One 
day, having got the better of Themistocles, who had 
made some proposal really advantageous to the state, 
he could not contain himself, but cried aloud as he 
went out of the assembly, that the Athenians would 
never prosper , till they threw them both into the Ba¬ 
rathrum j' 1 the Barathrum was a pit, into which male¬ 
factors condemned to die were thrown. But notwith¬ 
standing this mutual opposition, when the common 
interest was at stake, they were no longer enemies; 
and whenever they were to take the field, or engage 
in any expedition, they agreed together to lay aside 
all differences on leaving the city, and to be at liber¬ 
ty to resume them on their return, if they thought fit. 

The predominant passion of Themistocles was am¬ 
bition and the love of glory, which discovered itself 
from his childhood. After the battle of Marathon, of 
which we shall speak presently, when the people were 
every where extolling the valour and conduct ofMil- 
tiades, who had won it, Themistocles generally ap¬ 
peared very thoughtful and melancholy: he spent 
whole nights without sleep, and was never seen at 
public feasts and entertainments as usual. When his 
friends, astonished at this change, asked him the rea¬ 
son of it, he made answer, that JMiltiadcs's trophies 
would not let him sleep. These were a kind of spur, 
which never ceased to goad and animate his ambition. 
From this time Themistocles addicted himself wholly 
to arms; and the love of martial glory wholly en¬ 
grossed him. 

As for Aristides, the love of the public good was 
the great spring of all his actions. What lie was 
most particularly admired for was his constancy and 
steadiness under the unforeseen changes to which 
those who have the administration of public affairs 
are exposed: for he was neither elevated with the 
honours conferred upon him, nor cast down at the con¬ 
tempt and disappointments he sometimes experienced. 
On all occasions he preserved his usual calmness and 
temper, being persuaded that a man ought to give 
himself up entirely to his country, and to serve it 
with a perfect disinterestedness, as well with regard 
to glory as to riches. The general esteem in which 
he was held for the uprightness of his intentions, the 
purity of his zeal for the interests of the state, and the 
sincerity of his virtue, appeared one day in the thea¬ 
tre, when one of iEschylus’s plays was acting. For 
when the actor had repeated that verse which de¬ 
scribes the character of Amphiaraus, He does noi de¬ 
sire to seem an honest and virtuous man , but really 
to be so , the whole audience cast their eyes upon Ar¬ 
istides, and applied the eulogium to him. 

Another thing related of him, with respect to public 
employment, is very remarkable. He was no sooner 
made treasurer-general of the republic, than he made 
it appear that his predecessors in that office had cheat¬ 
ed the state of vast sums of money, and, among the 
rest, Themistocles in particular; for this great man, 
with all his merit, was not irreproachable on that, 
head. For which reason, when Aristides came to 
pass his account?, Themistocles raised a powerful fac¬ 
tion against him, accused him of having embezzled 
the public treasure, and prevailed so far as to have 


him condemned and fined. But the principal inhabit¬ 
ants, and the most virtuous part of the citizens, rising 
up against so unjust a sentence, not only the judg¬ 
ment was reversed, and the fine remitted, but he was 
elected treasurer again for the year ensuing. He then 
seemed to repent of his former administration; and, 
by showing himself more tractable and indulgent to¬ 
wards others, he found out the secret of pleasing all 
that plundered the commonwealth. For, as he neither 
reproved them, nor narrowly watched their accounts, 
all those plunderers, grown fat with spoil and rapine, 
now extolled Aristides to the skies. It would have 
been easy for him, as we perceive, to have enriched 
himself in a post of that nature, which seems, as it 
were, to invite a man to it hy the many favourable 
opportunities it lays in his way; especially as he had 
to do with officers, who, for their part, were intent 
upon nothing hut robbing the public, and would have 
been ready to conceal the frauds of the treasurer their 
master, upon condition he did them the same favour. 

These very officers now made interest with the 
people to have him continued a third year in the same 
employment. But when the time of election was 
come, just as they were upon the point of electing 
Aristides unanimously, he rose up, and warmly repro¬ 
ved the Athenian people: “What,” says he, “when 
I managed your treasure with all the fidelity and dili¬ 
gence an honest man is capable of, I met with the 
most cruel treatment, and the most mortifying return; 
and now that I have abandoned it to the mercy of all 
these robbers of the public, I am an admirable man 
and the best of citizens! I cannot help declaring to 
you that I am more ashamed of the honour you do me 
this day, than I was of the condemnation yon passed 
against me this time twelvemonth; and with grief I 
find that it is more glorious with us to be complaisant 
to knaves, than to save the treasures of the republic.” 
By this declaration he silenced the public plunderers, 
and gained the esteem of all good men. 

Such were the characters of these two illustrious 
Athenians, who began to display the extent of their 
merit, when Darius turned his arms against Greece. 

II. Darivs sends heralds into Greece , in order to 

sound the people , and to require them to submit. 

Before this prince would directly 
engage, in this enterprise, he judged A. M. 3511 
it expedient, first of all, to sound Ant. J. C. 493. 
the Grecians, and to know in what 
manner the different states stood affected towards 
him. With this view he sent heralds into all parts of 
Greece, to require earth and water in his name; this 
was the form used by the Persians when they exacted 
submission from those they were desirous of bring¬ 
ing under subjection. On the arrival of these heralds, 
many of the Grecian cities dreading the power of the 
Persians, complied with their demands; and among 
these were the inhabitants of iEgina, a little isle, over 
against and not far from Athens. This proceeding 
of the people of iEgina was looked upon as a public 
treason. The Athenians represented tne matter to the 
Spartans, who immediately sent Cleomenes, one of 
their kings, to apprehend the authors of it. The peo¬ 
ple of iEgina refused to deliver them, under pretence 
that he came without his colleague. 2 This colleague 
was Demaratns, who had himself suggested that ex¬ 
cuse. As soon as Cleomenes was returned to Sparta, 
in order to be revenged on Demaratus for that affront, 
he endeavoured to get him deposed, as not being of 
the royal family; and succeeded in his attempt by 
the assjstance of the priestess of Delphi, whom he had 
suborned to give an answer favourable to his designs. 
Demaratus not being able to endure so gross an af¬ 
front, banished himself from his country, and retired 
to Darius, who received him with open arms, and gave 
him a considerable establishment in Persia. He wa9 
succeeded in the throne by Leutychides, who joined his 
colleague, and went with him to iEgina, from whence 
they brought away ten of the principal inhabitants, 
and committed them to the custody of the Athenians 
their declared enemies. Cleomenes dying not long 


1 Plut. Apophthegm, p 186. 
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after, and the fraud he had committed at Delphi be- | Athenians were obliged to arm their slaves, which 


ing discovered, the Lacedaemonians endeavoured to 
oblige the people of Athens to set those prisoners at 
liberty; but they refused. 

The Persian heralds that went to Sparta and 
Athens, 1 were not so favourably received as those that 
had been sent to the other cities. One of them was 
thrown into a well, and the other into a deep ditch, 
and were bid to take thence earth and water. I should 
be less surprised at this unworth)' treatment, if Athens 
alone had been concerned in it. It was a proceeding 
suitable enough to a popular government, rash, impe¬ 
tuous, and violent; where reason is seldom heard, and 
every thing is determined by passion. But I do not 
here recognize the Spartan equity and gravity. They 
were at liberty to refuse what was demanded; but to 
treat public officers in such a manner, was an open 
violation of the law of nations. If what historians 
3ay on this head be true, 2 the crime did not remain 
unpunished. Talthybius, one of Agamemnon’s her¬ 
alds, was honoured at Sparta as a god, and had a tem¬ 
ple there. He revenged the indignities done to the 
heralds of the king of Persia, and made the Spartans 
feel the effects of his wrath, by bringing many terrible 
accidents upon them. In order to appease him, and 
to expiate their offence, they sent afterwards several 
of their chief citizens into Persia, who voluntarily of¬ 
fered themselves as victims for their country. They 
were delivered into the hands of Xerxes, who would 
not let them suffer, but sent them back to their own 
country. As for the Athenians,Talthybius executed 
his vengeance on the family of Miltiades, who was 
principally concerned in the outrage committed upon 
Darius’s heralds. 

III. The Persians defeated at Marathon by Miltiades. 

The melancholy end of that general. 

Darius immediately sent away 

A. I\T. 3514. Datis and Artaphernes, whom he 
Ant. J. C. 490. had appointed generals in the room 
of Mardonius. Their instructions 
were to give up Eretria and Athens to be plundered, 
to burn all the houses and temples therein, to make 
all the inhabitants of both places prisoners, and to 
send them to Darins; for wnich purpose they went 
provided with a great number of chains and fetters. 
They set sail with a fleet of 5 or 600 ships, 3 and an 
army of 500,000 men. After having made themselves 
masters of the isles in the iEgeau sea, which they did 
without difficulty, they turned their course towards 
Eretria, a city of Euboea, which they took after a siege 
of seven days by the treachery of some of the princi¬ 
pal inhabitants: they reduced it entirely to ashes, put 
all the inhabitants in chains, and sent them to Persia. 
Darius, 4 contrary to their expectation, treated them 
kindly, and gave them a village in the country of Cis- 
sia for their habitation, which was but a day’s journey 
from Susa, where Apollonius Tyanaens found some of 
their descendants 600 years afterwards. 5 

After this success at Eretria, 6 the Persians advanced 
towards Attica. Hippias conducted them to Mara¬ 
thon, a little town by the sea-side. They took care 
to acquaint the Athenians with the fate of Eretria; 
and to let them know, that not an inhabitant of that 
place had escaped their vengeance, in hopes that this 
news would induce them to surrender immediately. 
The Athenians had sent to Lacedaemon, to desire 
succours against the common enemy, which the Spar¬ 
tans granted them instantly, and without delibera¬ 
tion; but which could not set out till some days after, 
on account of an ancient custom and a superstitious 
maxim amongst them, that did not permit them to be¬ 
gin their march before the full of the moon. Notone 
of their other allies prepared to succour them, so great 
terror had the formidable army of the Persians spread 
on every side. The inhabitants of Platceae alone fur¬ 
nished them with 1000 soldiers. In this extremitythe 


i Herod. J. vii. c. 133. 138. 

a Ibid. r.. 13.5, 136. Paus. in Lacon. p. 18*2, 183. 

* Pint, in Moral, p. 829. 4 Horod. J. vi. c. 119. 

* Philoslr. I. i. o. 17. 

o Herod. 1. vi. c. 102—120. Cor. Nep. in Milt. c. iv.—vi. 
Justia. 1. ii. c. 3. Plut. in Aristid. p. 321. 


had never been done there before this occasion. 

The Persian armv commanded by Datis consisted 
of 100,000 foot and 10,000 horse: that of the Athe¬ 
nians amounted in all but to 10,000 men. It was 
headed by ten generals, of whom Miltiades was the 
chief; and these ten were to have the command of the 
whole army, each for a day, one after another. There 
was a great dispute among those generals whether 
they.should hazard a battle, or expect the enemy 
within their walls. The latter opinion had a great 
majority, and appeared very reasonable. For, what 
appearance of success could there be in facing with 
a handful of soldiers so numerous and formidable an 
army as that of the Persians? Miltiades,however, de¬ 
clared for the contrary opinion, and showed that the. 
only means to exalt the courage of their own troops, 
and to strike a terror into those of the enemy, was to 
advance boldly towards them with an air of confidence 
and intrepidity. Aristides strenuously defended this 
opinion, and brought some of the other commanders 
into it, so when the suffrages came to be taken, they 
were equal on both sides of the question. Hereupon 
Miltiades addressed himself to Callimachus, who was 
then polemarch, 7 and had a right of voting as well 
as the ten commanders. He very warmly represent¬ 
ed to him, that the fate of their country was then in 
his hands; and that his single vote was to determine 
whether Athens should preserve her liberty, or be en¬ 
slaved; and that he had it in his power by one word 
to become as famous as Harmodius and Aristogiton, 
the authors of that liberty which the Athenians en¬ 
joyed. Callimachus pronounced the word in favour 
of Miltiades’s opinion; and accordingly a battle was 
resolved upon. 

Aristides, reflecting that a command which changes 
every day must necessarily be feeble, unequal, not of 
a piece, often contrary to itself, and incapable either 
of projecting or executing any uniform design, was 
of opinion, that their danger was both too great and 
too pressing for them to expose their affairs to such 
inconveniences. In order to prevent them, he judged 
it necessary to vest the whole power in one single 
person; and to induce his colleagues to act conform¬ 
ably, he himself set the first example of resignation. 
When the day came on which it was his turn to take 
upon him the command, he resigned it to Miltiades, 
as the more able and experienced general. The other 
commanders did the same, all sentiments of jealousy 
giving way to the love of the public good; and by this 
day’s behaviour we may learn, that it is almost as 
glorious to acknowledge merit in other persons, as to 
have it in one’s self. Miltiades, however, thought fit 
to wait till his own day came. Then, like an able 
captain, he endeavoured by the advantage of the 
ground to gain what he wanted in strength and num¬ 
ber. He drew up his army at the foot of a mountain, 
that the enemy should not be able either to surround 
him, or charge him in the rear. On the two sides of 
the army he caused large trees to be thrown, which 
were cut down on purpose, in order to cover his 
flanks, and render the Persian cavalry useless. Datis, 
their commander, was very sensible that the place 
was not advantageous for him; but relying upon the 
number of his troops, which was infinitely superior to 
that of the Athenians, and, besides, not being willing 
to stay till the reinforcement of the Spartans arrived, 
he determined to engage. The Athenians did not 
wait for the enemy’s charging them. As soon ns the 
signal of battle was given, they ran against the enemy 
with all the fury imaginable. The Persians looked 
upon this first step of the Athenians as a piece of mad¬ 
ness, considering their army was so small, and utterly 
destitute both of cavalry and archers: but they were 
quickly undeceived. Herodotus observes, that this 
was the first time the Grecians began an engagement 
by running in this manner; which may seem some¬ 
what astonishing. And, indeed, was there not reason 
to apprehend, that their runningwould in some mea- 


•* The polemarch at Athens was Loth an officer and a con¬ 
siderable magistrate, equally employed to command in the 
army and to administer justice. I shall give a larger account 
of this officer in another place. 
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sure weaken the troops and blunt the edge of their 
first impetuosity'? and that the soldiers, having quitted 
their ranks, might be out of breath, exhausted, and in 
disorder, when they came up to the enemy, who, wait¬ 
ing to receive them in good order, and without stir¬ 
ring, ought, one would think, to be in a condition to 
sustain their charge advantageously? This considera¬ 
tion engaged Pompey, 1 at the battle of Pharsalia, to 
keep his troops steady, and to forbid them making any 
movement till the enemy made the first attack; but 2 
Caesar 3 blames Pompey’s conduct in this respect, and 
gives this reason for it: that the impetuosity of an ar¬ 
my’s motion in running to engage, inspires the sol¬ 
diers with a certain enthusiasm and martial fury, gives 
an additional force to their blows, and increases and 
Inflames their courage, which, by the rapid movement 
of so many thousand men together, is blown up and 
kindled, if I may use that expression, like flames by 
the wind. I leave it to military men to decide the 
point between these two great captains, and return to 
ruy subject. 

The battle was very fierce and obstinate. Miltiades 
bad made the wings of his army exceeding strong, 
but had left the main body more weak, and not so 
deep: the reason of which seems manifest enough. 
Having but 10,000 men to oppose to such a multitude 
of the enemy, it was impossible for him either to make- 
on extensive front, or to give an equal depth to his 
battalions. He was obliged therefore to take his 
choice; and he imagined that he could gain the victory 
no otherwise than by the efforts he should make with 
his two wings, to break and disperse those of the Per¬ 
sians; not doubting but, when his wings were once 
victorious, they would be able to attack the enemy’s 
main body in flank, and complete the victory without 
much difficulty. This was the same plan as Hannibal 
followed afterwards at the battle of Cannae, which suc¬ 
ceeded so well with him, and which indeed can scarce 
ever fail of succeeding. The Persians then attacked 
the main body of the Grexian army, and made their 
greatest effort particularly upon their front. This was 
led by Aristides and Themistocles, who supported the 
attack a long time with an intrepid courage and bra¬ 
very, but were at length obliged to give ground. At 
that very instant came up their two victorious w T ings, 
which had defeated those of the enemy, and put them 
to flight. Nothing could be more seasonable for the 
main body of the Grecian army, which began to be 
broken, being quite borne down by the number of the 
Persians. The scale was quickly turned, and the Bar¬ 
barians were entirely routed. They all betook them¬ 
selves to flight, not towards their camp, but to their 
ships, that they might make their escape. The Athe¬ 
nians pursued them thither, and set many of their ves¬ 
sels on fire. It was on this occasion that Cyncegirns, 
the brother of the poet iEschylus, who had laid hold 
of one of the ships, in order to get into it with those 
that fled, had his right hand cut off, 4 and fell into the 
sea and was drowned. The Athenians took seven 
ships. They had not above 200 men killed on their 
side in this engagement; whereas on the side of the 
Persians about 6000 were slain, without reckoning 
those who fell into the sea as they endeavoured to es¬ 
cape, or those that were consumed with the ships set 
on fire. 

Hippias was killedijin the battle. That ungrateful 
and perfidious citizen, in order to recover the unjust 
dominion usurped by his father Pisistratus over the 
Athenians, had the baseness to become a servile 


t Ca?s. in Bell. Civil. 1. iii. 

» Plut. in Pomp. p. 656. in Cses. p. 719. 

* Quod nobis quidem nulla rationc factum a Pompeio vi* 
detur: propterea quod est qusedam inchatio atque aiacritas 
naturaliter innata omnibus, qupe studio pugnae incenditur. 
Hanc non reprimere, scd augere imperatores debent. Ccc$. 

KxTa-xo free ! touts ^teiy vjo - 1 t^v IloffzryiTov, uyvoij- 

vxvtx, Ti)t> fjL st* 5e6jt40u $9/3££ix»' lv i£%Sj ytvoutvyv <rvp- 
•>•6 ?VT£ Tcettr 7rK * iyxi ; /Si uv tt^o <rT»S>j<ri,.xai ctuve*. 
^oetEi to v du/U0v tx ttxv twv «.i>appuTi£c/KEV0i\ Plut,. in CaJS. 

* Justin adds, that Cyntegirus, having first had his right 
tnd then his left hand cut off with an axe, laid hold of the 
vessel with his teeth, and would not let so, so violent was 
his rage against the enemy. This account is utterly fabu- 

and has not the least appearance of truth. 


courtier to a Barbarian prince, and to implore his aid 
against his native country. Urged on by hatred and 
revenge, he suggested all the means he could invent 
to load his country with chains, and even put himself 
at the head of its enemies, to reduce that city to ash¬ 
es to which he owed his birth, and against which he 
had no other ground of complaint, than that she 
would not acknowledge him for her tyrant. An ig¬ 
nominious death, together with everlasting infamy 
entailed upon his name, was the just reward of sq 
black a treachery. 

Immediately after the battle, 5 an Athenian soldier, 
still reeking with the blood of the enemy, quitted the 
army and ran to Athens to carry his fellow-citizens 
the happy news of the victory. When he arrived at 
the magistrates’ house, he only uttered two words, 
Rejoice , the victory is ours, 6 and fell down dead at 
their feet. 

The Persians had thought themselves so sure of vic¬ 
tory, 7 that they had brought marble to Marathon, 
in order to erect a trophy there. The Grecians took 
this marble, and caused a statue to be made of it 
by Phidias in honour of the goddess Nemesis 3 who 
had a temple near the place where the battle was 
fought. 

The Persian fleet, instead of sailing by the islands, 
in order to re-enter Asia, doubled the cape of Sunium, 
with the design of surprising Athens before the Athe¬ 
nian forces should arrive there to defend the city. 
But the latter had the precaution to march thither 
with nine tribes to secure their country, and performed 
the march with so much expedition, that they arrived 
there the same day. The distance from Marathon to 
Athens is about forty miles, or fifteen French league*. 
This was a great exertion for an army that had just 
undergone a long and severe battle. By this means 
the design of the Persians miscarried. 9 

Aristides, the only general that stayed at Marathon 
with his tribe, to take care of the spoil and prisoners, 
acted suitably to the good opinion that was entertain¬ 
ed of him. For though gold and silver were scattered 
about in abundance in the enemy’s camp, and though 
all the tents as well as galleys that were taken, were 
full of rich clothes and costly furniture, and treasure 
of all kinds, to an immense value, he not only was not 
tempted to touch any of it himself, but hindered eve¬ 
ry body else from touching it. 

As soon as the day of the full moon was over, the 
Lacedaemonians began their march with 2000 men; 
and having travelled with all imaginable expedition, 
arrived in Attica after three days’ forced march; the 
distance from Sparta to Attica being no less than 
1200 stadia, or 150 English miles. The battle was 
fought the day before they arrived: 10 however, they 
proceeded to Marathon, where they found the fields 
covered with dead bodies and riches. After having 
congratulated the Athenians on the happy success of 
the battle, they returned to their own country. 

They were hindered by a foolish and ridiculous su¬ 
perstition from having a share in the most glorions 
action recorded in history. For it is almost without 
example, that such a handful of men, as the Athe- 


s Plut, de glor. At hen. p. 347. 

s XxifETE, X*ipo/4Ev. I could not render the liveliness of, 
the Greek expression in our language. 

■» Pnus. 1. i. p. 62. 

8 This was the goddess whose business it was to panish 
injustice and oppression. 

8 [Plain of Marathon.—This plain, so highly celebrated 
in classical history, is so denominated from the village of 
that name, which is situate at the N. VV. extremity of a val¬ 
ley, which open b toward the S. E. into the great plain, which 
is quite flat, and extends along the sea shore from N. E. to 
S. W. The distance of the village from Athens is 8 hours 
or 24 miles, allowing 3 miles to each hour ; but as the road 
is through a rocky and uneven country, the distance does 
not, perhaps, exceed 2£ miles per hour, or 20 miles. From 
the village to the sea, tho plain extends 3 miles. Beyond 
the village at the end of the plain, towards the sea, is seen 
the conspicuous Tomb (called Taphos by Pausnnias, and 
Tcpe in modern times; an appellation bestowed on every 
ancient tomb of this sort throughout Greece and Asia Mi¬ 
nor,) raised over the bodies of the Athenians who fell inthis 
battle.] 

4° Isocr. in Panegyr. p. 113. 
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nians were, should not only make head against so nu¬ 
merous an army as that of the Persians, but should 
entirely rout and defeat them. One is astonished to 
see so formidable a power attack so small a city and 
miscarry; and we are almost tempted to question the 
truth of an event that appears so improbable, which 
nevertheless is very certain. This battle alone shows 
what wonderful things may be performed by an able 
general, who knows how to take his advantages; by 
the intrepidity of soldiers that are not afraid of death: 
by a zeal for one’s country; the love of liberty; a 
hatred and detestation of slavery and tyranny; which 
were sentiments natural to the Athenians, but un¬ 
doubtedly very much augmented and inflamed by 
the very presence of Hippias, whom they dreaded to 
have again for their master, after all that bad passed 
between them. 

Plato, 1 in more places than one, makes it his busi¬ 
ness to extol the battle of Marathon, and is desirous 
that that action should be considered as the source 
and original cause of all the victories that were gain¬ 
ed aftenvards. It was undoubtedly this victory that 
deprived the Persian power of that terror which had 
rendered them so formidable, and had made every 
thing stoop before them: it was this victory that 
taught the Grecians to know their own strength, and 
not to tremble before an enemy terrible only in name; 
that made them find by experience, that victory does 
not depend so much upon the number as the courage 
of troops; that set before their eyes, in a most con¬ 
spicuous light, the glory there is in sacrificing one’s 
life in defence of our country, and for the preserva¬ 
tion of liberty; and lastly, that inspired them,through 
the whole course of succeeding ages, with a noble 
emulation and warm desire to imitate their ancestors, 
and not to degenerate from their virtue. Tor, on all 
important occasions, it was customary among them 
to put the people in mind of Miltiades and his invinci¬ 
ble troop, that is, of that little army of heroes, whose 
intrepidity and bravery had done so much honour to 
Athens. 

Those that were slain in the battle, 2 had all the hon¬ 
our immediately paid to* them that was due to their 
merit. Illustrious monuments were erected to them 
all, in the very place where the battle was fought; 
upon which their own names and that of their tribes 
were recorded. There were three distinct sets of 
monuments separately erected, one for the Athenians, 
another for the Platceans, and a third for the slaves 
whom they had admitted among their soldiers on that 
occasion. Miltindes’s tomb was erected afterwards 
in the same place. 

The reflection Cornelius Nepos 3 makes upon what 
the Athenians did to honour the memory of their gen¬ 
eral, deserves to be taken notice of. Formerly, says 
he, speaking of the Romans, our ancestors rewarded 
virtue, by marks of distinction, neither pompous nor 
magnificent, which however were rarely granted, and 
for that very reason were highly esteemed; whereas 
now, they are so profusely bestowed, that little or no 
value is set upon them. The same thing happened, 
adds he, among the Athenians. All the honour that 
was paid to Miltiades, the deliverer of Athens and of 
all Greece, was, that, in a picture of the battle of Ma¬ 
rathon, drawn by order of the Athenians, he was re¬ 
presented at the head of the ten commanders, exhort¬ 
ing the soldiers, and setting them an example of their 
duty. But this same people iu later ages, being 
grown more powerful, and corrupted by the flatteries 
of their orators, decreed 300 statues to Demetrius 
Phalereus. 

Plutarch makes the same reflection, 4 and wisely ob¬ 
serves, that the honour 5 which is paid to great men 
onght not to be looked upon as the reward of their 
illustrious actions, but only as a mark of the esteem 
in which they are held, the remembrance whereof 


* In Monex. p. 239, 240. Et lib. iii. de Leg. p. 098, 699. 
a Puus. in Atlie. p. 60, 61. 
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such monuments are intended to perpetuate.. It is not 
then the stateliness or magnificence of public monu¬ 
ments which gives them their value, or makes them 
durable, but the sincere gratitude of those that erect 
them. The 300 statues of Demetrius Phalereus were 
all thrown down even in his own life-time, but the 
picture in which Miltiades’s courage was represented 
was preserved many ages after him. 

This picture was kept at Athens in a gallery adorn¬ 
ed and enriched with different paintings, 6 all excel¬ 
lent in their kind, and done by the greatest masters; 
which, for that reason, was called Poecile, from the 
Greek word signifying varied and diversified. 

The celebrated Polygnotus, a native of the isle of 
Thasos, and one of the finest painters of his time, 
painted this picture, or at least the greatest part of 
it; and, as he valued himself upon his reputation, and 
was more attached to glory than interest, he did it 
gratuitously, and would not receive any recompense 
Tor it. The city of Athens therefore rewarded him 
with a sort of coin that was more acceptable to his 
taste, by procuring an order from the Amphyctions 
which assigned him a public lodging in the city, 
where he might live during his own pleasure. 

The gratitude of the Athenians towards Miltiades 
was of no very long duration." After the battle of 
Marathon, he had desired and obtained the command 
of a fleet of seventy ships, in order to punish and sub¬ 
due the islands that had favoured the Barbarians. Ac¬ 
cordingly he reduced several of them; but having had 
ill success in the isle of Paros, and, upon a false re¬ 
port of the arrival of the enemy’s fleet, having raised 
the siege which he had laid to the capital, wherein he 
had received a verj* dangerous wound, he returned to 
Athens with his fleet; and was there impeached by a 
citizen, called Xanthippus, who accused him of hav¬ 
ing raised the siege through treachery, and in con¬ 
sideration of a great sum of mone} r given him by the 
king of Persia. Little probability as there was in this 
accusation, it nevertheless prevailed over the merit 
and innocence of Miltiades. He was condemned to 
lose his life, 8 and to be thrown into the Barathrum; a 
sentence passed only upon the greatest criminals and 
malefactors. The magistrate opposed the execution 
of so unjust a condemnation. All the favour shown to 
this preserver ofhis country, was to have the sentence 
of death commuted into a penalty of fifty talents, or 
50,000 crowns French money, being the sum to which 
the expenses of the fleet, that had been equipped 
upon his solicitation and advice, amounted. Not 
being rich enough to pay this sum, he was put into 
prison, where he died of the wound he had received 
ai Paros. Cimon, his son, who was at this time very 
young, signalized his piety* on this occasion, as we 
shall find hereafter he. signalized his courage. Hs 
purchased the permission of burying his father’s 
body, by paying the fine of 50,000 crowns, in which 
he had been condemned; which sum the young man 
raised, as well as he could, by the assistance of his 
friends and relations. 

Cornelius Nepos observes, that what chiefly in¬ 
duced the Athenians to act in this manner with regard 
to Miltiades, was his very merit and great reputation, 
which made the people, who were but lately deliver¬ 
ed from tiie yoke of slavery under Pisistratus, appre¬ 
hend that Miltiades, who had formerly been tyrant 
of the Chersonesus, might affect the same at Athens. 
They therefore chose rather to punish an innocent 
person, 9 than to he under perpetual apprehensions of 
him. To this same principle was the institution of the 
ostracism at Athens owing. I have elsewhere 10 given 
an account of the most plausible reasons upon which 
the ostracism could be founded: but I do not see how 
we can fully justify so strange a policy, to which all 
merit becomes suspected, and virtue itself appears 
criminal. 

This appears plainly in the banishment of Aris- 


b Plin. 1. xxxv. c. 9. , . 

t Herod. 1. vi. c. 132. 136. Cor. Nen. in Milt. c. vn. vm. 
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» Haec populus respiciens malait eum innoccntcm plecti- 
quam se diulius esse in limore. 
io Method of teaching, &c. vol. iii. p. 407. 

V 2 









HISTORY OF THE 


246 


tides . 1 His inviolable attachment to justice obliged 
him on many occasions to oppose Themistocles, who 
did not pique himself upon his delicacy in that respect, 
and who spared no intrigues and cabals to engage the 
suffrages of the people, for removing a rival, who 
always opposed his ambitious designs. In this in¬ 
stance it was evident , 2 that a person may be superior 
in merit and virtue, without being so in influence. 
The impetuous eloquence of Themistocles prevailed 
over the justice of Aristides, and occasioned his ban¬ 
ishment. In this kind of trial the citizens gave their 
suffrages by writing the name of the accused person 
upon a shell, called in Greek %<rr^* *xov % from whence 
came the term Ostracism. On this occasion a peas¬ 
ant, who could not write, and did not know Aristides, 
applied to him, and desired him to put the name of 
Aristides upon his shell. “ Has he done 3 'ou any 
wrong,” says Aristides, “ that you are for condemn¬ 
ing him in this manner?” “No,” replied the other, 
“ I do not so much as know him; but I am quite tired 
and angry with hearing everybody call him ‘the 
Just.’ ” Aristides, without saying a word more, calm- 
13 ’' took the shell, wrote his own name in it, and re¬ 
turned it. He set out for his banishment, imploring 
the gods that no accident might befall his country, to 
make it regret him. The great Camillas , 3 in a like 
case did not imitate his generosity, and pra 3 'ed to a 
quite different effect, desiring the gods to force his 
ungrateful countiy, by some misfortune, to have occa¬ 
sion for his aid, and to recall him as soon as possible. 

O fortunate republic, exclaims Valerius Maximus , 4 
speaking of Aristides’s banishment, which, after hav¬ 
ing so basely treated the most virtuous man it ever 
produced, was yet able to find citizens zealously and 
faithfully attached to her service! Felices Athenas, 
qua: post illius exilium invenirc aliquem aut virum 
honum , nut amantem sui civem potucrunt; cum quo 
tunc ipsa sanciitas migravit! 

SECTION VIII.— DARIUS RESOLVES TO MAKE 
WAR IN PERSON AGAINST EGYPT AND AGAINST 
GREECE; IS PREVENTED BY DEATH. DISPUTE 
BETWEEN TWO OF HIS SONS, CONCERNING THE 
SUCCESSION TO THE CROWN. XERXES IS CHOSEN 
KING. 

WHEN Darius received the news of the defeat of 
his arni 3 r at Marathon , 6 he was violently enraged; 
and that bad success was so far from discouraging or 
diverting him from carrying on the war against 
Greece, that it onl 3 T served to animate him to pursue 
it with the greater vigour, in order to be revenged at 
the same time for the burning of Sardis, and for the 
dishonour incurred at Marathon. Being thus deter¬ 
mined to inarch in person with all his forces, he de¬ 
spatched orders to all his subjects in the several pro¬ 
vinces of his empire to arm themselves for this expe¬ 
dition. 

After having spent three years in 
A. M. 3517. making the necessary preparations, 
Ant. J. C. 487. he had another war to carry on, oc¬ 
casioned by the revolt of Egypt. It 
seems from what we read in Diodorus Siculus , 6 that 
Darius went thither himself to quell it, and that he 
succeeded. That historian relates, that upon this 
prince’s desiring to have his statue placed before Se- 
sostris, the chief priest of the Egyptians told him he 
had not yet equalled the glory of that conqueror; and 
that the king, far from being offended at the Egypt¬ 
ian priest’s freedom, made answer, that he would en¬ 
deavour to surpass it. Diodorus adds farther, that 
Darius detesting the impious cruelty which his prede¬ 
cessor Cambyses had exercised in that county, ex¬ 

* Pint, in Arist. p. 322, 323. 

a In his cognition est, quanto antistarct eloquentia inno- 
centin?. duanquam enim aded excellcbat Aristides absti- 
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pressed great reverence for their gods and temples, 
that he had several conversations with the Egyptian 
priests upon matters of religion and government; and 
that, having learnt of them, with what gentleness 
their ancient kings used to treat their subjects, he en¬ 
deavoured, after his return into Persia, to form him¬ 
self upon their model. But Herodotus , 7 more wor- 
thy of belief in this particular than Diodorus, onty ob¬ 
serves, that this prince, resolving at once to chastise 
his revolted subjects, and to be avenged of his ancient 
enemies, determined to make war against both at the 
same time, and to attack Greece in person with the 
main body of bis army, whilst the rest of it was em¬ 
ployed in the reduction of Egypt. 

According to the ancient custom 
among the Persians , 8 their king A. M. 3519. 
was not allowed to go to war, with- Ant. J. C. 485. 
out having first named the person 
that should succeed him in the throne; a custom wise¬ 
ly established to nrevent the state’s being exposed to 
the troubles which generally attend the uncertainty 
of a successor, to the inconveniences of anarchy, and 
to the cabals of various pretenders. Darius, before 
he undertook his expedition against Greece, thought 
himself the more obliged to observe this rule, as he 
was already advanced in years, and as there was a 
dispute between two of his sons on the subject of suc¬ 
ceeding to the empire which might occasion a civil 
war after his death, if he left it undetermined. Da¬ 
rius had three sons b 3 ' his first wife, the daughter of 
Gobr 3 ’as, all three born before their father came to 
the crown; and four more by Atossa, the daughter of 
Cyrus, who were all born after their father’s acces¬ 
sion to the throne: Artabazanes, called by Justin Ar- 
tamenes, was the eldest of the former, and Xerxes 
of the latter. Artabazanes alleged in his own behalf, 
that, as he was the eldest of all the brothers, the right 
of succession, according to the custom and practice 
of all nations, belonged to him in preference to the 
rest. Xerxes’s argument was, that as he was the son 
of Darius by Atossa, the daughter of Cyrus, who 
founded thePersian empire, it was more just that the 
crown of Cyrus should devolve upon one of his de¬ 
scendants, than upon one that was not. Demaratus, 
the Spartan king, who had been unjustly deposed by 
his subjects, and was at that time in exile at the court 
of Persia, secretly suggested to Xerxes another argu¬ 
ment to support his pretensions: that Artabazanes 
was indeed the eldest son of Darius, but he, Xerxes, 
was the eldest son of the king; and therefore, Arta¬ 
bazanes being born when his father was but a private 
person, all he could pretend to, on account of his se¬ 
niority, was only to inherit his private estate; but that 
he, Xerxes, being the first-born son of the king, had 
the best right to succeed to the crown. He farther 
supported this argument by the example of the Lace¬ 
daemonians, who admitted none to inherit the king¬ 
dom but those children that were born after their 
father’s accession. The right of succession was ac¬ 
cordingly determined in favour of Xerxes. 

Justin 9 and Plutarch place this dispute after Dari¬ 
us’s decease. They both take notice of the prudent 
conduct of these two brothers in a point of so much 
delicacy. Accordingto their manner of relating this 
fact, Artabazanes was absent when the king died; 
and Xerxes immediately assumed all the marks, and 
exercised all the functions, of the sovereigntj--. But 
upon his brother’s return, he quitted the diadem and 
the tiara, which he wore in such a manner as only 
suited the king, went out to meet him, and showed 
him all imaginable respect. They agreed to make 
their uncle Artabanes the arbitrator of their differ¬ 
ence, and without any farther appeal to acquiesce in 
his decision . 10 All the while this dispute lasted, the 
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two brothers showed one another all the demonstra¬ 
tions of a truly fraternal friendship, by keeping- up a 
continual intercourse of presents and entertainments, 
from whence their mutual esteem and confidence for 
each other banished all fears aud suspicious on both 
sides, and introduced an unconstrained cheerfulness 
and a perfect security. This is a spectacle, says Jus¬ 
tin, highly worthy of our admiration; to see, whilst 
most brothers are at daggers-drawing with one an¬ 
other about a small patrimony, with tvhat moderation 
and temper both waited for a decision, which was to 
dispose of the greatest empire then in the universe. 
When Artabaues gave judgment in favour of Xerxes, 
Artabazanes in the same instant prostrated himself 
before him, acknowledged him for his master, and 
placed him upon the throne with his own hand; by 
which proceeding he showed a greatness of soul truly 
royal, and infinitely superior to all human dignities. 
This ready acquiescence ill a sentence so contrary tn 
his interests, w-as not the effect of an artful policy, 
that knows how to dissemble upon occasion, and to 
derive honour to itself from what it could not prevent: 
no; it proceeded from a real respect for the laws, a 
sincere affection for his brother, and an indifference 
for that which so warmly inflames the ambition of 
mankind, and so frequently arms the nearest relations 
against each other. For his part, during his whole 
life, he continued firmly attached to the interests of 
Xerxes, and prosecuted them with so much ardour 
and zeal, that he lost his life in his service at the bat¬ 
tle of Salamis. 

To whatever time this dispute is to be placed, 1 it 
is certain that Darius could not carry into execution 
the double expedition he was meditating against 
Egypt and Greece, and that he was prevented by 
death from pursuing that project. He had reigned 
thirty-six years. The epitaph 2 of this prince, which 
contains a boast that he could drink much without 
disordering his reason, proves that the Persians ac¬ 
tually thought that circumstance for their glory. We 
shall see in the sequel, that Cyrus the Younger as¬ 
cribes this quality to himself, as a perfection that ren¬ 
dered him more worthy of the throne than his elder 
brother. Who in these times would think of annex¬ 
ing this merit to the qualifications of a good prince? 

Darias had many excellent qualities, but they were 
attended with great failings: and the kingdom felt 
the effects both of the one and the other. For such 
is the condition of princes, 3 that they never act nor 
live for themselves alone. Whatever they do, either 
as to good or evil, they do it for their people; and 
the interests of the one and the other are inseparable. 
Darius had a great fund of gentleness, equity, cle¬ 
mency, and kindness for his people: he loved justice, 
and respected the laws: he esteemed merit, and was 
careful to reward it: he was not jealous of his rank 
or authority, so as to exact a forced homage, or to 
render himself inaccessible; and notwithstanding his 
own great experience and abilities in public affairs, 
he would hearken to the advice of others, and reap 
the benefit of their counsels. It is of him the Holy 
Scripture 4 speaks, where it says, that he did nothing 
without consulting the wise men of his court. He was 
not afraid of exposing his person in battle, and was 
always cool even in the heat of action: he said of 
himself, 5 that the most imminent and urgent danger 
served only to increase his courage and his prudence. 
In a word, there have been few princes more expert 
than he in the art of governing, or more experienced 
in the business of war. Nor was the glory of being 
a conqueror, if indeed it be glory, wanting to his cha¬ 
racter. For he not only restored and entirely con¬ 
firmed the empire of Cyrus, which had been very much 
shaken by the ill conduct of Cambyses and the Ma- 
gian impostor; but he likewise added many great and 
rich provinces to it, and particularly India, Thrac^ 
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Macedonia, and the isles contiguous to the coasts of 
Ionia. 

Hut sometimes these good qualities of his gave way 
to the failings of a quite opposite nature. Do we see 
any thing like Darius’s usual gentleness and good na¬ 
ture in his treatment of that unfortunate father, who 
desired the favour of him to leave him one of his 
three sons at home, while the other two followed the 
king in his expedition? Was there ever an occasion 
wherein he had more need of counsel, than when he 
formed the design of making war upon the Scythians? 
And could any one give more prudent advice than 
what his brother gave him upon that occasion? But 
he would not follow it. Does there appear in that 
w'hole expedition any mark of wisdom or prudence? 
What do we see in all that affair, but a prince intoxi¬ 
cated with his greatness, who fancied there is nothing 
in the world that can resist him; and whose weak 
ambition to signalize himself by an extraordinary con¬ 
quest, had stifled all the good sense, judgment, and 
even military knowledge, he formerly displayed? 

What constitutes the solid glory of Darius’s reign 
is, his being chosen by God himself, as Cyrus had 
been before, to be the instrument of his mercies to¬ 
wards his people, the declared protector of the Israel¬ 
ites, and the restorer of the temple at Jerusalem. The 
reader may see this part of history in the book of Ez¬ 
ra, and in the writings of the prophets Haggai and 
Zechariah. 


CHAPTER II. 

THE HISTORY OF XERXES, CONNECTED WITH THAT 
OF THE GREEKS. 

Xerxes’s reign lasted but twelve years, but it 
abounds with great events. 

SECTION I.— XERXES, AFTER HAVING REDUCED , 

EGYPT, MAKES PREPARATIONS FOR CARRYING 

THE WAR INTO GREECE. HE HOLDS A COUNCIL. 

THE PRUDENT SPEECH OF ARTABANES. WAR IS 

RESOLVED UPON. 

Xerxes having ascended the 
throne, 6 employed the first year of A. M. 3519. 
his reign in carrying on the prepa- Ant. J. C. 435, 
rations begun by his father, for the 
reduction of Egypt. He also confirmed to the Jews 
at Jerusalem all the privileges granted them by his 
father, and particularly that which assigned to them 
the tribute of Samaria, for the supplying them with 
victims for the service of the temple of God. 

In the second year of his reign 7 
he marched against the Egyptians, A. M. 3520. 
and having defeated and subdued Ant. J. C. 434. 
those rebels, he made the yoke of 
their subjection more heavy; then giving the govern¬ 
ment of that province to liis brother Achcemenes, lie 
returned about the latter end of the year to Susa. 

Herodotus, 8 the famous historian, w'as born this 
same year at Halicarnassus in Cana. For he was 
fifty-three years old when the Peloponnesian war first 
began. 

Xerxes, 9 pufied up with his suc¬ 
cess against the Egyptians, deter- A. M. 3521. 
mined to make w^ar against the Gre- Ant. J. C. 483. 
cians. (He did not intend, 10 he. 
said, to have the figs of Attica, which were very ex¬ 
cellent, bought for him any longer, because he u T ould 
eat no more of them till he was master of the country.) 
But before he engaged in an enterprise of that impor¬ 
tance, he thought proper to assemble his council, and 
take the advice of all the greatest and most illustrious 
ersons of his court. He laid before them the design 
e had of making war against Greece, aud acquaint¬ 
ed them with his motives; which were, the desire of 
imitating the example of his predecessors, who had 
all of them distinguished their names and reigns by 
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noble enterprises; the obligation he was under to re¬ 
venge the insolence of the Athenians, who had pre¬ 
sumed to fall upon Sardis, and reduce it to ashes; the 
necessity he was under to avenge the disgrace his 
country had received at the battle of Marathon; and 
the prospect of the great advantages that might be 
reaped from this war, which would be attended with 
the conquest of Europe, the most rich and fertile 
country in the universe. He added farther, that this 
war had been resolved on by his father Darius, and 
consequently that he only followed and executed his 
intentions; he concluded with promising ample re¬ 
wards to those who should distinguish themselves by 
their valour in the expedition. 

Mardonius, the same person who had been so un¬ 
successful in Darius’s reign, grown neither wiser nor 
less ambitious by his ill success, and extremely anx¬ 
ious to obtain the command of the army, was the first 
who gave his opinion. He began by extolling Xerxes 
above all the kings that had gone before or should 
succeed him. He endeavoured to show the indispen¬ 
sable necessity of avenging the dishonour done to the 
Persian name: he disparaged the Grecians, and re¬ 
presented them as a cowardly, timorous people, with¬ 
out courage, without forces, or experience in war. 
For a proof of what he said, he mentioned his own 
conquest of Macedonia, which he exaggerated in a 
very vain and ostentatious manner, as if that people 
had submitted to him without any resistance. He 
presumed even to aflinn, that not any of the Grecian 
nations would venture to come out against Xerxes, 
who would march with all the forces of Asia; and 
that if they had the temerity to present themselves 
before him, they would learn to their cost, that the 
Persians were the bravest and most warlike nation in 
the world. 

The rest of the council, perceiving that this flatter¬ 
ing discourse was extremely agreeable to the king, 
were afraid to contradict it, and all kept silence. This 
was almost an unavoidable consequence of Xerxes’s 
manner of proceeding. A wise prince, when he pro¬ 
poses an aflair in council, and really desires that every 
one should speak his true sentiments, is extremely 
careful to conceal his own opinion, that he may put 
no constraint upon that of others, but leave them en¬ 
tirely at liberty. Xerxes, on the contrary, had open¬ 
ly discovered his own inclination, or rather resolu¬ 
tion, to undertake the war. When a prince acts in 
this manner, he will always find artful flatterers, who, 
being eager to insinuate themselves into favour and 
to please, and ever ready to comply with his inclina¬ 
tions, will not fail to second his opinion with specious 
and plausible reasons; whilst those that would be ca¬ 
pable of giving good counsel are restrained by fear; 
there being very few courtiers who love their prince 
well enough, and have sufficient courage to venture 
to displease him by disputing what they know to be 
his taste or opinion. 

The excessive praises given by Mardonius to 
Xerxes, which is the usual language of flatterers, 
ought to have made the king distrust him, and appre¬ 
hend, that under an appearance of zeal for his glory, 
that nobleman endeavoured to cloak bis own ambi¬ 
tion, and the violent desire he had to command the 
army. But these sweet and flattering words, which 
glide like a serpent under flowers, are so far from 
displeasing princes, that they captivate and charm 
them. They do not consider that men flatter and 
praise them, because they believe them weak and 
vain enough to suffer themselves to be deceived by 
commendations that bear no proportion to their merit 
and actions. 

This behaviour of the king made the whole council 
mute. In the general silence, Artabanes, the king’s 
uncle, a prince very venerable for his age and pru¬ 
dence, had the courage to make the following speech: 
“ Permit me, great prince",” says he, addressing him¬ 
self to Xerxes, “ to deliver my sentiments to you on 
this occasion with a liberty suitable to my age and to 
your interest. When Darius your father, and my 
brother, first thought of making war against the Scy¬ 
thians, I used all my endeavours to divert him from 
it. I need not tell you what that enterprise cost, or 


what was the success of it. The people you are go¬ 
ing to attack are infinitely more formidable than the 
Scythians. The Grecians are esteemed the very best 
troops in the world, either by land or sea. If the 
Athenians alone were able to defeat the numerous 
army commanded by Datis and Artaphernes, what 
ought we to expect from all the states of Greece uni¬ 
ted together? You design to pass from Asia into Eu¬ 
rope, by laying a bridge over the sea. And what will 
become of us, if the Athenians, proving victorious, 
should advance to this bridge with their fleet, and 
break it down? I still tremble when I consider, that 
in the Scythian expedition, the life of the king, your 
father, and the safety of all his army, were reduced 
to depend upon the fidelity of one single man; and 
that if Hystieeus the Milesian had, in compliance with 
the urgent suggestions made to him, consented to 
break down the bridge which had been laid over the 
Danube, the Persian empire had been entirely ruin¬ 
ed. Do not expose yourself, sir, to the like danger, 
especially since you are not obliged to do it. Take 
time at least to reflect upon it. When we have ma¬ 
turely deliberated upon an affair, whatever happens 
to be the success of it, we have no blame to impute 
to ourselves. Precipitation besides its being impru¬ 
dent, is almost always unfortunate, and attended with 
fatal consequences. Above all, do not suffer your¬ 
self, great prince, to be dazzled with the vain splen¬ 
dour of imaginary glory, or with the pompous ap¬ 
pearance of your troops. The highest and most lofty 
trees have the most reason to dread the thunder. A9 
God alone is truly great, he is an enemy to' pride, 1 
and takes pleasure in humbling every thing that ex- 
alteth itself: and very often the most numerous arm¬ 
ies fly before a handful of men, because he inspires 
the one with courage, and scatters terror among the 
others.” 

Artabanes, after having spoken thus to the king, 
turned himself towards Mardonius, and reproached 
him with his want of sincerity or judgment, in giving 
the king a notion of the Grecians so directly contra¬ 
ry to truth; and showed how extremely he was to 
blame for desiring rashly to engage the nation in a 
war, which nothing but his own views of interest and 
ambition could tempt him to advise. “ If a war be 
resolved upon,” added he, “let the king, whose life 
is dear to ns all, remain in Persia; and do you, since 
you so ardently desire it, march at the head of the 
most numerous army that can be assembled. In the 
mean time, let your children and mine be given up as 
a pledge, to answer for the success of the war. If 
the issue of it be favourable, I consent that mine be 
put to death : 2 but if it prove otherwise, as l well fore¬ 
see it will, then I desire that your children, and you 
yourself, on your return, may be treated in such a 
manner as you deserve, for the rash counsel you have 
given your master.” 

Xerxes, who was not accustomed to have his sen¬ 
timents contradicted in this manner, fell into a rage. 
“ Thank the gods,” says he to Artabanes, “ that you 
are my father’s brother; were it not for that, you 
should this moment suffer the just reward of your 
audaeious behaviour; But I wiil punish you for it in 
another manner, by leaving you here among the wo¬ 
men, whom you too much resemble in your coward¬ 
ice and fear, whilst I march at the head of my troops, 
where my duty and glory call me.” 

Artabanes had expressed his sentiments in very 
respectful and moderate terms: Xerxes nevertheless 
was extremely offended. It is the misfortune of 
princes, 3 spoiled by flattery,to look upon everything 
as dry and austere, that is sincere and ingenuous, and 
to regard all counsel delivered with a generous and 
disinterested freedom, as a seditious presumption 
They do not consider that even a good man neve* 
dares to tell them all he thinks, nor discover th* 
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9 Why should the children be punished for their father’* 
faults ? 

3 Ita formatis principum auribus, ut aspera quae utilia, 
necquicqunm nisi jucundum ct laetum accipiant.— Tacit* 
Hist. 1 . iii. c. 56. 
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whole truth, especially hi things that may be disagree¬ 
able to them; and that what they stand most in need 
of, is a sincere and faithful friend that will conceal 
nothing from them. A prince ought to think himself 
very happy, if in his whole reign he finds but one man 
bom with that degree of generosity who certainly 
ought to be considered as the most valuable treasure 
ofthe state, as he is, if the expression may be admit¬ 
ted, both the most necessary, and at the same time 
the most rare instrument of government. 1 

Xerxes himself acknowledged this upon the occa¬ 
sion we are speaking of. When the first emotions of 
his anger were over, and he had time to reflect on 
his pillow upon the different counsel that had been 
iven him, he confessed he had been to blame to give 
is uncle such harsh language, and was not ashamed 
to confess his fault the next day in open counsel; in¬ 
genuously owning, that the heat or youth, and his 
want of experience, had made him negligent in pay¬ 
ing the regard due to a prince so worthy of respect 
asArtabanes, both for his age and wisdom; and de¬ 
claring at the same time, that he was come over to his 
opinion, notwithstanding a dream he had in the night, 
wherein a phantom had appeared to him, and warm¬ 
ly exhorted him to undertake that war. All who com¬ 
posed the council were delighted to hear the king 
speak in this manner; and to testify their joy, they 
fell prostrate before him, striving who should most 
extol the glory of such a proceeding; nor could their 
praises on such an occasion be at all suspected. For 
it is no hard-matter to discern, 2 whether the praises 
given to princes proceed from the heart, and are 
rounded upon truth, or whether they drop from the 
lips only as an effect of mere flattery and deceit. That 
sincere and humiliating acknowledgment made by 
the king, far from, appearing a weakness in him, was 
looked upon by them as the effort of a great soul, 
which rises above its faults, in bravely confessing 
them, by way of reparation and atonement. They 
admired the nobleness of this procedure the more, as 
they knew that princes educated like Xerxes, in a vain 
haughtiness and false glory, are never disposed to 
own themselves in the wrong, and generally make use 
of their authority to justify, with pride and obstina¬ 
cy, whatever faults they have committed through ig¬ 
norance or imprudence. We may venture, I think, 
to say, that it is more glorious to rise in this manner, 
than it would be never to have fallen. Certainly therr 
is nothing greater, and at the same time more r> 
and uncommon, than to see a mighty and powerful 
prince, and that in the time of his greatest prosperity, 
acknowledge his faults, when he happens to commit 
any, without seeking pretexts or excuses to cover 
them; pay homage to truth, even when it is against 
him and condemns him; and leave other princes, who 
have a false delicacy concerning their grandeur, the 
shame of always abounding with errors and defects, 
and of never owning that they have any. 

The night following, the same phantom, if we may 
believe Herodotus, appeared again to the king, and 
repeated the same solicitations, with new menaces and 
threatenings. Xerxes communicated what passed to 
his uncle; and, in order to find out whether this vis¬ 
ion proceeded from the gods or not, entreated him 
earnestly to put on the royal robes, to ascend the 
throne, and afterwards to take his place in his bed for 
that night. Artabanes hereupon discoursed very sen¬ 
sibly and rationally with the king upon the vanity of 
dreams; and then coming to what personally regard¬ 
ed him, “ I look upon it,” 3 says he, “ almost equally 
commendable to think well one’s self, and to hearken 
with docility to the good counsels of others. You 
have both these qualities, great prince; and if you 

1 Nallum majus boni imperii instramentum quam bonus 
amicus. Tacit. Ilist. 1. iv. c. 7. 

* Nec occultum est quando ex veritate, quando adumbra- 
ta lrrtitia, facta imperatorura eelebrantur. Tacit. Jlnnal, 1. 
Iv.'c. 31. 

* This thought is in Flesind. Opera et dies , v. 293. Cic. 
pro Cluent.. n. 84. et Tit. Liv. 1. xxii. n. 19. Sape ego au' 
divi, milites , eumprimum esse I'irum, qui ipse consnlat quid 
in rem sit; secundum eum, qui bene monenti obediat ; qui 
vcc ipse eonsulere, nec alteri parere seiat. eum extremi in- 
genii esse. 
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follow the natural bent of your own temper, it would 
lead you solely to sentiments of wisdom and modera¬ 
tion. You never take any violent measures or reso¬ 
lutions, but when the arts of evil counsellors urge 
you into them, or the poison of flattery misleads you: 
m the same manner as the ocean, of itself calm and 
serene, is never disturbed but by the extraneous 
impulse of other bodies. What afflicted me in the 
answer you made me the other day, when I delivered 
ray sentiments freely in council, was not the personal 
affront to me, but the injury you did yourself, by ma¬ 
king so wrong a choice between the different counsels 
that were ofiered; rejecting that which led you to 
sentiments of moderation and equity; and embracing 
the other, which, on the contrary, tended only to 
nourish pride, and to inflame ambition.” 

Artabanes, through complaisance, passed the night 
in the king’s bed, and had the same vision which 
Xerxes had before; that is, in bis sleep he saw a man, 
who severely reproached him, and threatened him 
with the greatest misfortunes, if he continued to op- 
ose the king’s intentions. This so much affected 
im, that he came over to the king’s first opinion, be¬ 
lieving that there was something divine in these re¬ 
peated visions; and the war against the Grecians was 
resolved upon. These circumstances I relate here as 
I find them in Herodotus. 

Xerxes in the sequel did but ill support this char¬ 
acter of moderation. We shall find in him only tran¬ 
sient rays of wisdom and reason, which shine forth 
but for a moment, and then give way to the most 
culpable and extravagant excesses. We may judge, 
however, even from thence, that he had very good 
natural parts and inclinations. But the most excel¬ 
lent qualities are soon spoiled and corrupted by the 
poison of flattery, and the possession of absolute and 
unlimited power: T r i dominalionis convulsusA 

It is a fine sentiment in a minister of state, to be 
less affected with an affront to himself, than with the 
wrong done his master by giving him evil and perni¬ 
cious counsel. 

Mapdonius’s counsel was pernicious; because, as 
Artabanes observes, it tended only to nourish and in¬ 
crease that spirit of haughtiness and violence in the 
prince, which was but too prevalent in him already, 
u^iv xu^ovttjs- and 5 because it disposed and accus¬ 
tomed his mind still to carry his views and desires 
beyond his present fortune, still to be aiming at some¬ 
thing farther, and to set no bounds to his ambition. 
This 56 is the predominant passion of those men whom 
we usually call conquerors, and whom, according to 
the language of the Holy Scripture, we might call 
with great propriety robbers of nations.’ 1 If you con¬ 
sider and examine the whole race of Persian kings, 
says Seneca, will you find any one of them that, ever 
stopped his career of his own accord; that was ever 
satisfied with his past conquests; or that was not 
forming some new project or enterprise, when death 
surprised him? Nor ought we to be astonished at 
such a disposition, adds the same author; for ambi¬ 
tion is a gulf and a bottomless abyss, wherein every 
thing is lost that is thrown in, and where, though you 
were to heap province upon province, and kingdom 
upon kingdom, you would never be able to fill up the 
mighty void. 

SECTION II.— XERXES BEGINS HIS MARCH, AND 

PASSES FROM ASIA INTO EUROPE, BY CROSSING 

THE STRAITS OF THE HELLESPONT UPON A 

BRIDGE OF BOATS. 

The war being resolved upon, A. M. 3523. 
Xerxes, that he might omit nothing Ant. J. C. 431. 


4 Tacit. , , ^ , . 
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* Nec hoc Alexandra tanttim vilium fuit, quem per Libc- 
ri Herculisque vestigia felix tcmcritaa egit; sed omnium, 
quos fortuna irritavit implendo. Totum fogni Persici atem- 
mapercense: quem invenies, cui modum imperii satictas 
fecerit ? qui non vitam in aliqua ulterius procedendi cogita- 
tione finicrit? Nec id mirum est. Quicquid cupiditati 
conti^it, peuitus haurilur et eonditur : nec interest quan- 
turn eo, quod inexplebile est, congeras. Senec . 1. vii. de be¬ 
lief. c. 3. 1 Jer. » v - 7. 
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which could contribute to the success of his under¬ 
taking * 1 , entered into a confederacy with the Cartha¬ 
ginians, who were at that time the mostpotent people 
of the West, and made an agreement with them, that 
whilst the Persian forces should attack Greece, the 
Carthaginians should fall upon the Grecian colonies 
that were settled in Sicily and Italy, in order to hin¬ 
der them from coming to the aid of the other Gre¬ 
cians. The Carthaginians made Amilcar their general, 
who did not content himself with raising as many 
troops as he could in Africa, but with the money that 
Xerxes had sent them, engaged a great number of sol¬ 
diers out of Spain, Gaul, and Italy, in his service; so 
that he collected ail army of 300,000 men, and a pro¬ 
portionate number of ships, in order to execute the 
projects and stipulations of the league. 

Thus Xerxes, agreeably to the prophet Daniel’s 1 
prediction, having through his great power and his 

f reat riches stirred up all the nations of the then 
nown world against the realm of Greece , that is to 
say, of all the west under the command of Amilcar, 
and of all the east under his own banner, set out from 
Susa, 2 in order to enter upon this war, in the fifth 
year of his reign, which was the tenth after the battle 
of Marathon, and marched towards Sardis, the place 
of rendezvous for the whole army, whilst the fleet ad¬ 
vanced along the coasts of Asia Minor towards the 
Hellespont. 

Xerxes 3 had given orders to have a passage cut 
through mount Athos. This is a mountain in Mace¬ 
donia, a province of Turkey in Europe, which extends 
a great way into the Archipelago, in the form of a 
peninsula. It is joined to the land only by an isth¬ 
mus of about half a league over. We nave already 
taken notice, that the sea in this place was very 
tempestuous, and occasioned frequent shipwrecks. 
Xerxes made this his pretext for the orders he gave 
for cutting through the mountain: but the true reason 
was tiie vanity of signalizing himself by an extraordi¬ 
nary enterprise, and by doing a thing that was ex¬ 
tremely difficult; as Tacitus says of Nero, Erat in- 
credibilivm cupitor. Accordingly Herodotus ob¬ 
serves, that this undertaking was more vain-glorious 
than useful, since he might with less trouble and ex¬ 
pense have had his vessels carried over the isthmus, 
as was the practice in those days. The passage he 
caused to be cut through the mountain was broad 
enough to let two galleys with three hanks of oars 
each pass through it abreast. This prince, 4 who was 
extravagant enough to believe, that all nature and the 
very elements were under his command, in conse¬ 
quence of that opinion, wrote a letter to mount 
Athos in the following terms: “Athos, thou proud 
aad aspiring mountain, that liftest up thy head unto 
the heavens, I advise thee not to be so audacious as to 
put rocks and stones, which cannot be cut, in the way 
of ray workmen. If thou givest them that opposition, 
I will cut thee entirely down, and throw tnee head- 
loag into the sea.” At the same time 5 he ordered 
his labourers to be scourged, in order to make them 
carry on the work the faster. 

A traveller 6 * * who lived in the time of Francis the 
First, and who wrote a book in Latin concerning the 
singular and remarkable things he had seen in his 
travels, doubts the truth of this fact; and takes no¬ 
tice, that as he passed near mount Athos, he could 
perceive no traces of the work we have been speak¬ 
ing of. 

Xerxes,' as we have already related, advanced to¬ 
wards Sardis. Having left Cappadocia, and passed 
the river Halys, he came to Celaenae, 8 a city of Phry¬ 


« Dan. xi. 2. 

* Herod. 1. vii. e.26. 3 Ibid. c. 21, 24. 

< Plut. de ira cohib. p. 455. 

» Plut. de anim. tranq. p. 470. 

« Belion, singul. rer. observ. p. 78. 

1 Herod. .V vii. c. 20, 29. 

* This eity, agreeably to the text, was situated in Phrygia 

Major on the road from Susa to Sardis. It is now in ruins, 

and modern geographers are much divided in opinion res- 

pecting its ancient site. It was a city of great note in the 

days of the Lydiao and Phrygian kings, and during the 

tune of the Persian empire; it is also Doted in the march 


gia, near which is the source of the Mneander. Py- 
thius, a Lydian, had his residence in this city, and 
next to Xerxes was the most opulent prince of those 
times. He entertained Xerxes and his whole army 
with an incredible magnificence, and made him an 
offer of all his wealth towards defraying the expenses 
of his expedition. Xerxes surprised and charmed at 
so geuerous an offer, had the curiosity to inquire to 
what sum his riches amounted. Pythius made an¬ 
swer, that with the design of offering them to his ser¬ 
vice, he had taken an exact account of them, and that 
the silver he had by him amounted to 2000 talents 9 
(which make 6,000,000 French money;) and the gold 
to 4,000,000 of daricks, 19 wanting 7000 (that is to say, 
to 40,000,000 of livres, wanting 70,000, reckoning ten 
livres French money to the darick.) All this money 
he offered him, telling him, that his revenues were 
sufficient for the support of his household. Xerxes 
made him very hearty acknowledgments, entered into 
a particular friendship with him, and that he might 
not be outdone in generosity, instead of accepting his 
offers, obliged him to accept as a present the 7000 
daricks, which were wanting to make up his gold a 
round sum of 4,000,000. 

After such a conduct as this, who would not think 
that Pythius’s 11 peculiar characteristic and particular 
virtue had been generosity, and a noble contempt of 
riches? And yet be was one of the most penurious 
princes in the world; and who, besides his sordid 
avarice with regard to himself, was extremely cruel 
and inhuman to his subjects, whom he‘kept contin¬ 
ually employed in hard and fruitless labour, always 
digging m the gold and silver mines, which he had 
in nis territories. When he was absent from home, 
his subjects went with tears in their eyes to the prin¬ 
cess his wife, laid their complaints before her, and 
implored her assistance. Commiserating their con¬ 
dition, she made use of a very extraordinary method 
to work upon her husband, and to give him a clear 
notion and a palpable demonstration of the folly and 
injustice of his conduct. On his return home, she 
ordered an entertainment to be prepared for him, very 
magnificent in appearance, but what in reality was no 
entertainment. All the courses and services were of 
gold and silver; and the prince, in the midst of all 
these rich dishes and splendid rarities, could not sat¬ 
isfy his hunger. He easily divined the meaning of 
this enigma, and began to consider, that the end of 
gold and silver was not merely to be looked upon, but 
to be employed and made use of, and that to neglect 
as he had done, the business of husbandry and the 
tilling of land, by employing all his people in digging 
and working of mines, was the direct way to bring a 
famine both upon himself and his country. For the 
future, therefore, he only reserved a fifth part of his 
people for the business of mining. Plutarch has pre¬ 
served this fact in a treatise, wherein he has collected 
a great many others to prove the ability and industry 
of ladies. We have the same disposition of mind no¬ 
ticed in fabulous story, in the example of a prince, 12 
who reigned in this very country, for whom every 
thing that he touched was immediately turned into 
gold, according to the request which he himself had 
made to the gods, and who by that means was in dan¬ 
ger of perishing with hunger. 

The same prince, 13 who had made such obliging 
offers to Xerxes, having desired as a favour of nim 
some time afterwards, that out of his five sods who 
served in his army, he would be pleased to leave him 
the eldest, in order to be a support and comfort to 
him in his old age; the king was so enraged at the 
proposal, though so reasonable in itself, that he caused 


of the younger Cyrus, and a description of its site has been 
given by Xeoophon in the Anabasis. Here was the grand 
rendezvous of the army of the prince, who stayed here no 
less than 30 days, and was joined here by Clearehus and 
3700 Greeks. 

* About 255,000?. sterling. 

Ahout 1,700,000?. sterling. 
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i* Midas, king of Phrygia. 
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the eldest son to be killed before the eyes of his 
father, giving him to understand, that it was a favour 
that he spared the lives of him and the rest of his 
children; and then causing the dead body to be cut in 
two, and one part to be placed on the right, and the 
other on the left, he made the whole army pass be¬ 
tween them, as if he meant to purge and purify it by 
such a sacrifice. What a monster in nature is a prince 
of this kind! How is it possible to have any depen¬ 
dence upon the friendship of the great, or to rely upon 
their warmest professions and protestations o t grati¬ 
tude and service? 

From Phrygia, 1 Xerxes inarched to Sardis, where 
he spent the winter. From hence he sent heralds to 
all the cities of Greece, except Athens and Lacedae¬ 
mon, to require them to give him earth and water, 
which as we have taken notice of before, was the way 
r»f exacting and acknowledging submission. 

As soon as the spring of the year came on, he left 
Sardis, and directed his march towards the Helles¬ 
pont. Being arrived there, 2 he wished to have the 
pleasure of seeing a naval engagement. A throne was 
erected for him upon an eminence; and in that situa¬ 
tion, seeing all the sea crowded with his vessels, and 
the land covered with his troops, he at first felt a se¬ 
cret joy diffuse itself through his soul, in surveying 
with his own eyes the vast extent of his power, ana 
considering himself as the most happy of mortals; but 
reflecting soon afterwards, that of so many thousands 
in a hundred years’ time there would not be one liv¬ 
ing soul remaining, his joy was turned into grief, and 
he could not forbear weeping at the uncertainty and 
instability of human things. He might have found 
another subject of reflection, which would have more 
justly merited his tears and affliction, had he turned 
his thoughts upon himself, and considered the re¬ 
proaches he deserved for being the instrument of 
shortening that fatal term to millions of people, whom 
his cruel ambition was going to sacrifice in an unjust 
and unnecessary war. 

Artabanes, who neglected no opportunity of ma¬ 
king himself useful to the young prince, and of instil¬ 
ling into him sentiments of goodness for his people, 
took advantage of this moment in which he found him 
touched with a sense of tenderness and humanity, 
and led him into farther reflections upon the miseries 
with which the lives of most men are attended, and 
which render them so painful and unhappy; endea¬ 
vouring at the same time to make him sensible of the 
duty and obligation of princes, who, not being able 
to prolong the natural life of their subjects, ought at 
least to do all that lies in their power to alleviate the 
troubles and allay the bitterness of it. 

In the same conversation Xerxes asked his uncle if 
he still persisted in his first opinion, and if he would 
still advise him not to make war against Greece, sup¬ 
posing he had not seen the vision, which occasioned 
him to change his sentiments. Artabanes owned he 
still had his fears; and that he was very uneasy con¬ 
cerning two things. What are those two things? re¬ 
plied Xerxes. The land and the sea, says Artabanes: 
the land, because there is no country that can feed 
and maintain so numerous an army; the sea, because 
there are no ports capable of receiving such a multi¬ 
tude of vessels. The king was very sensible of the 
strength of this reasoning; but as it was now too late 
to go back, he made answer, that in great underta¬ 
kings, men ought not so narrowdy to examine all the 
inconveniences that may attend them; that if thev 
did, no signal enterprises would ever be attempted: 
and that if his predecessors had observed so scrupu¬ 
lous and timorous a rule of policy, the Persian empire 
would never have attained its present height of great¬ 
ness and glory. 

Artabanes gave the king another piece of very pru¬ 
dent advice, which he no more thought fit to follow 
than he had the former; this was, not to employ the 
Ionians in his service against the Grecians, from 
whom they were originally descended, and on which 
account he ought to suspect their fidelity. Xerxes, 
however, after these conversations with his uncle, 


i Hcrofi. L vii. c. 30—32. » lb. c,44. 46. 


treated him with great friendship, paid him the high¬ 
est marks of honour and respect, sent him back to 
Susa, to take the care and administration of the em¬ 
pire upon him during his own absence, and to that 
end invested him with his whole authority. 

Xerxes, 3 at a vast expense, had caused a bridge of 
boats to be built upon the sea, for the passage of his 
forces from Asia into Europe. The space that sepa¬ 
rates the two continents, formerly called the Helles¬ 
pont, and now called the straits of the Dardanelles, 
or of Gallipoli, is seven stadia in breadth, which is 
near an English mile. A violent storm arose on a 
sudden and broke down the bridge. Xerxes hearing 
this news on his arrival, fell into a transport of rage; 
and in order to avenge himself for so cruel an affront, 
commanded two pair of chains to be throw n into the 
sea, as if he meant to shackle and confine it, and his 
men to give it 300 strokes of a whip, addressing it in 
this manner: “Thou troublesome and unhappy ele¬ 
ment, thus does thy master chastise thee for having 
affronted him without reason. Know, that Xerxes 
will easily find means to pass over thy waters, in spite 
of all thy billows and resistance.” The extravagance 
of this prince did not stop here; but, making the un¬ 
dertakers of the work answerable for events which 
do not in the least depend upon the power of man, he 
ordered all those persons to have their heads struck 
off, that had been charged with the direction and 
management of that undertaking. 

Xerxes 4 commanded two other bridges to be built, 
one for the army to pass over, and the other for the 
baggage and beasts of burden. He appointed work¬ 
men more able and expert than the former, who went 
about it in this manner :—the 3 >- placed 360 vessels 
across, some of them having three banks of oars, and 
others fifty oars apiece, with their sides turned to¬ 
wards the Euxine sea; and on the side that faced the 
jEgean sea, they put 314. They then cast large an¬ 
chors into the water on both sides, in order to fix and 
secure all these vessels against the violence of the 
winds, and against the current of the water. 5 On the 
east side they left three passages or vacant spaces be¬ 
tween the vessels, that there might be room for small 
boats to go and come easily, as there was occasion, to 
and from the Euxine sea. After this, upon the land 
on both sides, they drove large piles into the earth, 
with huge rings fastened to them, to which were tied 
six vast cables, which w r ent over each of the two 
bridges; two of which cables were made of hemp, 
and fotir of a sort of reeds called /2i£xe ? , which were 
made use of in those times for the making of cordage. 
Those that were made of hemp must have been of an 
extraordinary strength and thickness, since every cu¬ 
bit of those cables weighed a talent. 6 The cables laid 
orer the whole extent of the vessels lengthwise, 
reached from one side to the other of the sea. When 
this part of the work was finished, quite over the 
vessels from side to side, and over the cables we have 
been speaking of, they laid the trunks of trees, cut 
purposely for that use, and planks again over them, 
fastened and joined together, to serve as a kind of 
floor or solid bottom; all which they covered over 
with earth, and added rails or battlements on each 
side, that the horses and cattle might not be frighten¬ 
ed at seeing the sea in their passage. This was the 
mode of constructing these famous bridges built by 
Xerxes. 

When the whole work was completed, a day was 
appointed for their passing over. And as soon as the 
first rays of the sun began to appear, sweet odours 
of all kinds were abundantly spread over both of the 
bridges, and the way was strewed with myrtle. At 
the same time Xerxes poured out libations into the 
sea, and turning his face towards the sun, the princi¬ 
pal object of the Persian worship, he implored the 

s Herod, vii. 33—36. * Herod. 1. vii. c. 36 

® Polybius remarks, that there is a current of water from 
the lake Mreotis and the Euxine sea into the iEgean sea, 
occasioned by the rivers which empty themselves into those 
two seas. Pol . 1. iv. p. 307, 303. 

e A talent in weight consisted of CO min®, that is to say, 
of 42 pounds of our weight; and the mina oonsisted of 100 
drachms. 
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assistance of that god in the enterprise he had under¬ 
taken, and desired the continuance of his protection 
till he had made the entire conquest of Europe, and 
had brought it into subjection to his power; this done, 
he threw the vessel which he had used in making his 
libations, together with a golden cup and a Persian 
scimitar, into the sea. The army was seven days and 
seven nights in passing over these straits; those who 
were appointed to conduct the march, lashing the poor 
soldiers all the while with whips, in order to quicken 
their speed, according to the custom of that nation, 
which, properly speaking, was only a huge assembly 
of slaves. 

SECTION III.— ENUMERATION OF XERXES’S FOR¬ 
CES. DEMARATUS DELIVERS HIS SENTIMENTS 
FREELY UPON THAT PRINCE’S ENTERPRISE. 
Xerxes , 1 directing his march across the Thra¬ 
cian Chersonesus, arrived at Doriscus, a city stand¬ 
ing at the mouth of the Hebrus, in Thrace; where, 
having encamped his army, and given orders for his 
fleet to follow him along the shore, he reviewed them 
both. 

He found the land army which he had brought out 
of Asia, consisted of 1,700,000 foot and 80,000 horse, 
which, with 20,000 men that were absolutely necessa¬ 
ry at least for conducting and taking care of the car¬ 
riages and the camels, made in all 1,800,000 men. 
When he had passed the Hellespont, the nations that 
submitted to him made an addition to his army of 
300,000 men, which made all his land forces together 
amount to 2,100,000 men. 

His fleet, when it set out from Asia, consisted of 
$207 vessels of war, all of three banks of oars. Each 
vessel carried 200 men, natives of the county, that 
£Ued them out, besides thirty^ more, that were either 
Persians or Medes, or of the Sacas; which made in 
all, 277,610 men. The European nations augmented 
his fleet with 120 vessels, each of which carried 200 
men; in all, 24,000; these, added to the others, 
amounted together to 301,610 men. 

Besides this fleet, which consisted all of large ves¬ 
sels, the small galleys of thirty and fifty oars, the 
transport ships, the vessels that carried the provisions, 
and that were employed in other uses, amounted to 
3000. If we reckon but eighty men in each of these 
vessels, one with another, that made in the whole 
240,000 men. 

Thus, when Xerxes arrived at Thermopylae, his 
land and sea forces together made up the number of 
2,641,610 men, without including servants, eunuchs, 
women, sutlers, and other people of that sort, which 
usually follow an army, and whose number at this time 
was equal to that of the forces: so that the whole 
number of those that followed Xerxes in this expe¬ 
dition, amounted to 5,283,220. This is the computa¬ 
tion which Herodotus makes of them, and in which 
Plutarch and Isocrates agree with him. Diodorus 
Siculus, Pliny, iElian, 2 and others, fall very short of 
this number in their calculation; but their accounts 
of the matter appear to be less authentic than that of 
Herodotus, who lived in the same age in which this 
expedition was made, and who repeats the inscription 
engraved, by the order of the Amphictyons, upon the 
monument of those Grecians who were killed at Ther¬ 
mopylae, which expressed that they fought against 
8,000,000 of men. 

For the sustenance of all these persons, 3 there must 
be every day consumed, according to Herodotus’s 
computation, above 110,340 medimni of flour (the me- 
dirunus was a measure which, according to Budasus, 
was equivalent to six of our bushels,) allowing for 
every head the quantity of a choenix, which w r as the 
daily allowance that masters gave their slaves among 
the Grecians. We have no account in history of any 
other army so numerous as this. And amongst all 
these millions of men, there is not one that could vie 
w:th Xerxes in point of beauty, either for the coraeli- 


i Herod. 1. vii. e. 56—99. 184—187. 
a Diod. 1. xi, p. 3. Plin. 1. xxxiii. c. 10. iElian. 1. xiii. 
e. 3. 

8 Herod 1. vii, c. 187. 


ness of his tace, or the tallness of his person. But 
this is a poor merit or pre-eminence for a prince, when 
attended with no other. Accordingly, Justin, after he 
has mentioned the number of these troops, adds, that 
this vast body of forces wanted a chief: Huic tanto 
agmini dux defuit. 

We should hardly be able to conceive how it was 
possible to find a sufficient quantity of provisions for 
such an immense number of persons, if the historian 4 
had not informed us, that Xerxes had employed four 
whole years in making preparations for this expedi¬ 
tion. We have seen already how many vessels of 
burden there were, that coasted along continually to 
attend upon, and supply, the land army; and doubt¬ 
less there were fresh ones arriving every day, that 
furnished the camp with a sufficient plenty of all 
things necessary. 

Herodotus 6 acquaints us with the method of which 
they made use to calculate these forces, which were 
almost innumerable. They assembled 10,000 men in 
a particular place, and ranked them as close together 
as was possible; after which they described a circle 
quite round them, and erected a little wall upon that 
circle, about half the height of a man’s body: when 
this was done, they made the whole army successive¬ 
ly pass through this space, and thereby knew to what 
number it amounted. 

Herodotus gives us also a particular account of the 
different armour of all the nations that constituted 
this arm}’. Besides the generals of every nation, who 
each of them commanded the troops of their respec¬ 
tive country, the land army was under the command 
of six Persian generals; viz. Mardonius, the son of 
Gobryas; Tirintatechraes, the son of Artabanes, and 
Smerdones, son to Otanes, both near relations to the 
king; Masistes, sou of Darius and Atossa; Gergis, 
son of Ariazes; and Megabyzus, son of Zopyrus. The 
10,000 Persians who were called the Immortal Band, 
were commanded by Hydarnes. The cavalry had its 
particular commanders. 

There were likewise four Persian generals who 
commanded the fleet. In Herodotus 6 we have a 
particular account of all the nations by which it was 
fitted out. Artemisia, queen of Halicarnassus, who 
since the death of her husband governed the kingdom 
for her son, that was still a minor, brought but five 
vessels along with her; but they were the best equip¬ 
ped, and the lightest ships in the whole fleet, next to 
those of the Sidonians. This princess distinguished 
herself in this u T ar by her singular courage, and still 
more by her prudence and conduct. Herodotus ob¬ 
serves/that among all the commanders in the army, 
there was not one who gave Xerxes so good advice 
and such wise counsel as this queen; but he was not 
prudent enough to profit by it. 

When Xerxes had numbered his whole forces by 
land and sea, he asked Dernaratus if he thought the 
Grecians lvould dare to wait for him. I have already 
taken notice, that this Dernaratus was one of the two 
kings of Sparta, who being exiled by the faction of 
his enemies, had taken refuge at the Persian court, 
where he was entertained with the greatest marks of 
honour and beneficence. As the courtiers were one 
day expressing their surprise, 7 that a king should 
suffer himself to be banished, and desired him to ac¬ 
quaint them with the reason of it, “It is,” says he, 
“ because at Sparta the law is more powerful than the 
kings.” This prince was very much esteemed in 
Persia; but neither the injustice of the Spartan citi¬ 
zens, nor the kind treatment of the Persian king, could 
make him forget his country. 8 As soon as he knew 
that Xerxes was making preparations for the war, lie 
found means to give the Grecians secret intelligence 
of it. And now, being obliged on this occasion to 
speak his sentiments, he did it with such a noble free¬ 
dom and dignity, as became a Spartan, and a king of 
Sparta. 


* Herod. I. vii. c. 20. 

8 Ibid. e. 60, « Ibid. e. 89. 99. 

•» Plut. in Apoph, Lacon. p. 220. 

e Amicior patriae post fugam quara regi post beneficia, 
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Demaratus,* * before he answered the king’s ques¬ 
tion, desired to know whether it was his pleasure that 
he should Hatter him, or that he should speak his 
thoughts to him freely and sincerely. Xerxes having 
declared, that he desired him to act with the utmost 
sincerity, “Great prince,” says Demaratus, “since 
It is agreeable to your pleasure and commands, I shall 
deliver my sentiments to you with the utmost truth 
and sincerity. It must be confessed, that from the 
beginning of time Greece has been trained up and ac¬ 
customed to poverty; but then she lias introduced 
and established virtue within her territories, which 
wisdom cultivates, and the vigour of her laws main¬ 
tains. And it is by the use which Greece knows 
how to make of this virtue, that she defends herself 
equally against the inconveniences of poverty and the 
yoke of servitude. Eut to speak only of the Lacedae¬ 
monians, my particular countrymen, you may assure 
yourself, that as they are born and bred up in liberty, 
they will never hearken to any proposals that tend to 
slavery. Though they were deserted and abandoned 
by all the other Grecians, and reduced to a band of 
a thousand men, or even to a more inconsiderable 
number, they will still come out to meet you, and not 
refuse to give you battle.” Xerxes, upon bearing 
this discourse, fell a laughing; and as he could not 
comprehend how men in such a state of liberty and 
independence as the Lacedaemonians were described 
to enjoy, who had no master to force and compel 
them to it, could be capable of exposing themselves 
in such a manner to danger and death; Demaratus 
replied, “The Spartans 2 indeed are free, and under 
no subjection to the will of any man; but at the same 
time they have laws, to which they are subject, and 
of which they stand in greater awe than your subjects 
do of your majesty. Now by these laws they are 
forbidden ever to fly in battle, let the number of their 
enemies be never so superior; and are commanded, 
by abiding firm in their post, either to conquer or to 
die.” 

Xerxes was not offended at the liberty wherewith 
Demaratus spoke to him, and continued his march. 

SECTION TV— THE LACEDiEMONIANS AND ATHE¬ 
NIANS SEND TO THEIR ALLIES TO REQUIRE SUC¬ 
COURS FROM THEM, BUT TO NO PURPOSE. THE 

COMMAND OF THE FLEET GIVEN TO THE LACE¬ 
DAEMONIANS. 

Lacedaemon and Athens, 3 which were the two 
most powerful cities of Greece, and those against 
which Xerxes was most exasperated, were not indo¬ 
lent or asleep whilst so formidable an enemy was ap¬ 
proaching. Having received intelligence long before 
of the designs of this prince, they had sent spies to 
Sardis, in order to gain more exact information as to 
the number and quality of his forces. These spies 
were seized, and as they were just going to be put to 
death, Xerxes countermanded it, and gave orders 
that they should be conducted through his army, and 
then be sent back without any harm being done them. 
At their return, the Grecians understood what they 
bad to apprehend from so potent an enemy. 

They sent deputies at the same time to Argos, into 
Sicily to Gelon, tyrant of Syracuse, to the isles of Cor- 
cyra and Crete, to desire succours from them, and to 
form a league against the common enemy. 

The people of Argos offered a very considerable 
succour, 4 on condition that they should have an equal 
share of the authority and command with the Lace¬ 
daemonians. The latter consented, that the king of 
Argos should have the same authority as either of the 
two kings of Sparta. This was granting them a great 
deal: but into what errors and mischiefs are not men 
led by a mistaken point of honour, and a foolish jeal¬ 
ousy of command! The Argives were not contented 
with this offer, and refused to assist the allied Gre¬ 
cians, without considering, that iffthey suffered them 
to be destroyed, their own ruin must inevitably fol¬ 
low that of Greece. 

The deputies proceeded from Argos to Sicily, 6 and 

1 Ihrod. I. vit. c. 101. 105. 3 Ibid. c. 104. 

* Ibid. c. 145,140. * Ibid. c. 118.152. 

» Ibid. c. 153—161. 


addressed themselves to Gelon, who was the most po* 
tent prince at that time among the Greeks. He pro¬ 
mised to assist them with 200 vessels of three benches 
of oars, with an army of 20,000 foot and 2000 horse, 
2000 light-armed soldiers, and the same number of 
bowmen and slingers, and to supply the Grecian army 
with provisions during the whole war, on condition 
they would make him generalissimo of all the forces 
both by land and sea. The Lacedaemonians were high¬ 
ly offended at such a proposal. Gelon then abated 
somewhat in his demands, and promised the same, pro¬ 
vided he had at least the command either of the fleet 
or of the army. This proposal was strenuously op¬ 
posed by the Athenians, who made answer, that they 
alone had a right to command the fleet, in case the 
Lacedcemonians were willing to give it up. Gelon had 
a more substantial reason for not leaving Sicily un¬ 
provided with troops, which was the approach of the 
formidable army of the Carthaginians, commanded 
by Amilcar, that consisted of 300,000 men. 

The inhabitants of Corcyra, 6 now called Corfu, 
gave the envoys a favourable answer, and immediate¬ 
ly put to sea with a fleet of sixty vessels. But they 
advanced no farther than the coasts of Laconia, pre¬ 
tending they were hindered by contrary winds, but in 
reality waiting to see the success of an engagement 
that they might afterwards range themselves on the 
side of the conqueror. 

The people of Crete, 7 having consulted the Del¬ 
phic oracle, to know what resolution they were to 
take on this occasion,absolutely refused to enter into 
the league. 

Thus were the Lacedaemonians and Athenians left 
almost to themselves, 8 all the rest of the cities and 
nations having submitted to the heralds that Xerxes 
had sent to require earth and water of them, except¬ 
ing the people of Thespia and of Platte®. In so press¬ 
ing a danger, 9 their first care was to put an end to all 
discord and division among themselves; for which 
reason the Athenians made peace with the people of 
iEgina, with whom they were actually at war. 

Their next care was to appoint a general,’ 0 for 
there never was any occasion wherein it was more 
necessary to choose one, who was capable of so im¬ 
portant a trust, than in the present conjuncture, when 
Greece was upon the point of being attacked by the 
forces of all Asia. The mo9t able, and experienced 
captains, terrified at the greatness of the danger, had 
taken the resolution of not presenting themselves as 
candidates. There was a certain citizen at Athens, 
whose name was Epicydes, that bad some eloquence, 
but in other respects was a person of no merit, was in 
disreputation for his want of courage, and notorious 
for his avarice. Notwithstanding all which it was 
apprehended that in the assembly of the people the 
votes would run in his favour. Themistocles, who 
was sensible, that’ 1 in calm weather almost any mar¬ 
iner may be capable of conducting a vessel, but that 
in storms and tempests the most able pilots are at a 
loss, was convinced, that the commonwealth was ruin¬ 
ed, if Epicydes was chosen general, whose venal and 
mercenary soul gave them the juslest reason to fear, 
that he was not proof against the Persian gold. There 
are occasions, when, in order to act wisely (I had 
almost said regularly,) it is necessary to dispense with 
and rise above all rule. Themistocles, who knew very 
well that in the present state of affairs he was the 
only person capable of commanding, did for that rea¬ 
son make no scruple of employing bribes and pres¬ 
ents to remove his competitor; and 12 having found 
means to make the ambition of Epicydes amends, by 
gratifying his avarice, he got himself elected general 
in his stead. We may here, I think, very justly ap- 
; ply to Themistocles, what Livy says of Fabius, on a 
like occasion. This great commander finding, when 


6 Herod. 1. vii. c. 1G8. ' Ibid. 161—171. 

6 Ibid. e. 132. « Ibid, c. 145. 

10 Plut. in Themist. p. 114. 

11 Quilibet nautavum vectorumque tranquillomari guber* 
nare potest: ubi orta s&va teinpestas cst, at*, turbato mari 
rapitur vento navis, turn viro et gubernatore opus est. Liu. 
1 . xxiv. n. 8. 
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Hannibal was in the heart of Italy, that the people 
were going to make a man of no merit consul, em¬ 
ployed all his own influence, as well as that of his 
friends, to be continued in the consulship, without 
being concerned at the clamour that might be raised 
against him; and he succeeded in the attempt. The 
historian adds, 1 “The conjuncture of affairs, and the 
extreme danger to which the commonwealth was ex¬ 
posed, were arguments of such weight, that they pre¬ 
vented any one from being offended at a conduct 
which might appear to be contrary to rule, and re¬ 
moved all suspicion of Fabius’s having acted from any 
motive of interest or ambition. On tne contrary, the 
public admired his generosity and greatness of soul 
m that, as he knew the commonwealth had occasion 
for an accomplished general, and could not be igno¬ 
rant or doubtful of his own singular merit in that re¬ 
spect, he had chosen rather in some sort to hazard his 
own reputation, and perhaps expose his character to 
the reproaches of envious tongues, than to be want¬ 
ing in any service he could render his country.” 

The Athenians also passed a decree to recall home 
all their people that were in banishment. 2 They were 
afraid lest Aristides should join their enemies, and lest 
his authority should carry over a great many others 
to the side of the barbarians. But they were very 
little acquainted with their citizen, who was infinitely 
remote from such sentiments. Be that as it may, they 
thought fit to recall him, and Themistocles was so far 
from opposing the decree for that purpose, that he 
promoted it with all his influence and authority. The 
hatred and division of these great men had nothing 
of that implacable, bitter, and outrageous spirit which 
prevailed among the Romans in the later times of the 
republic. The danger of the state was the cause of 
their reconciliation, and when their services were 
necessary to the preservation of the public, they laid 
8side all’their jealousy and rancour: and we shall see 
by the sequel, that Aristides was so far from secretly 
thwarting his former rival, that he zealously contri¬ 
buted to the success of his enterprises, and to the ad¬ 
vancement of his glory. 

The alarm increased in Greece, in proportion as 
they received advice that the Persian army advanced. 
If the Athenians and Lacedaemonians had been able 
to make no other resistance than with their land 
forces, Greece had been utterly ruined and reduced 
to slaver}'. This exigence taught them how to set a 
right value upon the prudent foresight of Themisto¬ 
cles, who upon some other pretext had caused 100 
galleys to be built. Instead of judging like the rest 
of the Athenians, who looked upon the victory of Ma¬ 
rathon as the end of the war, he on the contrary con¬ 
sidered it rather as the beginning, and as the signal 
of still greater battles, for which it was necessary to 
prepare the Athenian people; and from that very time 
he began to think of raising Athens to a superiority 
over Sparta, which for a long time had been the mis¬ 
tress oi all Greece. With this view be judged it ex¬ 
pedient to direct all the strength of Athens entirely 
towards naval affairs, perceiving very plainly that as 
she was so weak by land, she had no other way to 
render herself necessary to her allies or formidable 
to her enemies. His advice prevailed in spite of the 
opposition ofMiltiades, whose difference of opinion 
undoubtedly arose from the little probability there 
was, that a people entirely unacquainted with fight¬ 
ing at sea. and who were capable of fitting out, and 
arming only very small vessels, should be able to with¬ 
stand so formidable a power as that of the Persians, 
who had both a numerous land army and a fleet of 
ahove 1000 ships. 

The Athenians had some silver mines in a part of 
Att’ca called Laurium, 3 the whole revenues and pro¬ 


i Tempusao necessitas belli, ac discrimen summse rernm, 
faciebanl ne quisuut in exemplum exquireret, aut suspect- 

um eupiditatis imperii consulem hnberct. Quin laudabant 

potius magnitudinem animi, quod cum sumitio imperatore 
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invidiam suam, si qua ex re oriretur, quam, utilitalem roip. 
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8 Plut. in Themist. p. 113. 


duct of which used to be distributed amongst them. 
Themistocles had the courage to propose to the peo¬ 
ple that they should abolish these distributions, and 
employ that money in building vessels with three 
benches of oars, in order to make war upon the peo¬ 
ple of iEgina, against whom he endeavoured to re¬ 
kindle their ancient jealousy. No people are ever 
willing to sacrifice their private interests to the gene¬ 
ral utility of the public; for they seldom have so much 
generosity or public spirit, as to purchase the welfare 
of the state at their own expense. The Athenian 
people, however, did it upon this occasion; moved by 
the earnest remonstrances of Themistocles, they con¬ 
sented, that the money which arose from the product 
of the mines, should be employed in the building of 
100 galleys. Against the arrival of Xerxes they 
doubled the number, and to that fleet Greece owed 
its preservation. 

When they came to the point of naming a general 
for the command of the navy, 4 the Athenians who 
alone had furnished two-thirds of it, laid claim to that 
honour as appertaining to them, and their pretensions 
were certainly just and well grounded. It happened, 
however, that the suffrages of the allies all concurred 
in favour of Eurybiades, a Lacedaemonian. Themis¬ 
tocles, though very aspiring after glory, thought it 
incumbent upon him on thi3 occasion to neglect his 
own interests for the common good of the nation: and 
giving the Athenians to understand, that, provided 
they behaved as valiant men, all the Grecians would 
quickly desire to confer the command upon them of 
their own accord, he persuaded them to consent, as 
he would do himself, to give up that point at present 
to the Spartans. It may justly be said, that this 
prudent moderation in Themistocles was another 
means of saving the state. For the allies threatened 
to separate themselves from them, if they refused to 
comply; and ii that had happened, Greece must have 
been inevitably ruined. 

SECTION V.— THE BATTLE OF THERMOPY UE. 

THE DEATH OF LEOIVTDAS. 

The only thing that now remain¬ 
ed to be discussed, 5 was to know in A. M. 3524. 
what place they should resolve to Ant. J. C. 430. 
meet the Persians, in order to dis¬ 
pute their entrance into Greece. The people of 
Thessaly represented, that as they were the most ex¬ 
posed, and likely to be first attacked by the enemy, it 
was but reasonable, that their defence and security, 
on which the safety of all Greece so much depended, 
should first be provided for; without which they 
should be obliged to take other measures, that would 
be contrary to their inclination, but yet absolutely 
necessary, in case their country was left unprotected 
and defenceless. It was hereupon resolved,that 10,000 
men should be sent to guard the passage which sepa¬ 
rates Macedonia from Thessaly near the river Peneus, 
between the mountains Olympus and Ossa. But 
Alexander, the son of Amyntas, king of Macedonia, 
having given them to understand, that if they waited 
for the Persians in that place they must inevitably be 
overpowered by their numbers, they retired to Ther 
mopylae. The Thessalians finding themselves thus 
abandoned without any farther deliberation submit 
ted to the Persians. 

Thermopylae 6 * 8 is a strait or narrow pass of mount 


4 Herod. 1. viii.c. 213. * Ihid. 1. vii.e. 172, 173 r 

« [Pass of Thermopyles. —The appellation, Thermopylae, 
means the pass of the Hot-springs. Beyond the fountain, 
where the Spartans were combing their hair when seen b* 
the spy despatched to observe their motions by Xerxes, ta 
the north is an extensive bog or fen, through which a nar¬ 
row paved causeway offers the only approach to southern 
Greece. It is bordered on either side by a deep and imprac¬ 
ticable morass ; and It-la further hounded by tho sea towards 
the east, and the precipices of Mount CEta to the west. Here 
is situated the Turkish Dervene , or barrier, upon a small 
narrow stone bridge, marking the most important point of 
the whole passage, as it is still occupied by sentinels as in 
ancient times, and is therefore, even now, considered as the 

I Pylce of the southern provinces. The Tumulus, erected as 
a monument over the bodies of the Spartans who were slain 
with the brave Leonidas in defending this pass, still exist** 
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(Eta, 1 between Thessaly and Phocis, only twenty-five 
feet broad, which therefore might be defended by a 
small number of forces, and which was the only way 
through which the Persian land army could enter 
Achaia, and advance to besiege Athens. This was 
the place where the Grecian army thought fit to wait 
for the enemy: the person who commanded it was 
Leonidas, one of the two kings of Sparta. 

Xerxes in the mean time was upon bis march: 2 he 
bad given orders for his fleet to follow him along the 
coast, and to regulate their motions according to those 
of the land army. Wherever he came he found pro¬ 
vision and refreshment prepared beforehand, pursuant 
to the orders he had sent; and every city he arrived 
at gave him a magnificent entertainment, which cost 
immense sums of money. The vast expense of these 
treats gave occasion to a witty saying of a certain 
citizen of Abdera in Thrace, who, when the king was 

one, said, they ought to thank the gods, that he ate 

ut one meal a day. 

In the same country of Thrace, 3 there was a prince 
who showed an extraordinary greatness of soul on 
this occasion: it was the king of the Bisaltoe. Whilst 
all the other princes ran into servitude, and basely 
submitted to Xerxes, he proudly refused to receive his 
yoke or to obey him. Not being in a condition to 
resist him with open force, he retired to the top of the 
mountain Rhodope, into an inaccessible place, and 
forbade all his sons, who were six in number, to carry 
arms against Greece. But they, either through fear 
of Xerxes, or through a curiosity to see so important 
a war, followed the Persians, in contradiction to their 
father’s injunction. On their return home, their fa¬ 
ther, to punish so direct a disobedience, condemned 
nil his sons to have their eyes put out. Xerxes con¬ 
tinued his march through Thrace, Macedonia, and 
Thessaly, every thing giving way before him till he 
came to the strait of Thermopylae. 

One cannot see, without the utmost astonishment, 4 
what a handful of troops the Grecians opposed to the 
innumerable army of Xerxes. We find a particular 
account of their numbers in Pausanias. All their 
forces joined together, amounted only to 11,200 men; 
of which number 4000 only were employed at Ther¬ 
mopylae to defend the pass. But these soldiers, adds 
the historian, were all determined to a man either to 
conquer or die. And what is it that such an army 
canoot effect? 

When Xerxes advanced near the straits of Ther¬ 
mopylae, 5 he was strangely surprised to find that they 
were determined to dispute his passage. He had al¬ 
ways flattered himself, that on the first hearing of his 
arrival, the Grecians would betake themselves to 
flight; nor could he ever be persuaded to believe, 
what Demaratus had told him from the beginning of 
his project, that at the first pass be came to, he would 
find his whole army stopped by a handful of men. He 
sent out a spy before him to view the enemy. The 
spy brought him word, that he found the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians out of their intrenchments, and that they were 
diverting themselves wdth military exercises, and 
combing their hair: this was the Spartan manner of 
preparing themselves for battle. 

Xerxes, still entertaining some hopes, waited four 
days on purpose to give them time to retreat. And 
In this interval of time he used his utmost endeav¬ 
ours to gain Leonidas, 6 by making him magnificent 
promises, and assuring him that he would make him 
master of all Greece, if he would come over to his 


placed on the very top of the eminence to which the Greeks 
retired : “and there,” says Herodotus, “ is the Tumulus, at 
the entrance of the defile, where now stands the stono lion, 
sacred to Leonidas.” This eminence overlooks the nar¬ 
rowest and steepest part uf the defile. This Tumulus is a 
conical mound of earth, covered with the broken remains 
of a massive square pedestal, which served as a founda¬ 
tion for some monument, perhaps the stone lion mentioned 
above.? 

» Herod. 1. vii. c. 175, 177. 5 8 Ibid. c. 108. 132 

* Ibid. 1. viii. c. 116. 

* I’nus. 1. x. p. 6-15. 

* Herod. 1. vii. e. 207—231. Diod. 1. xi. p. 5. 10 

« riut. in Laeon. Apoph. p. 225. 
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party. Leonidas rejected his proposal with scorn and 
indignation. Xerxes having afterwards written to him 
to deliver up his arms, Leonidas in a style and spirit 
truly laconical, answered him in two words; Come 
and take them. 1 Nothing remained, but to prepare to 
engage the Lacedaemonians. Xerxes first command¬ 
ed his Median forces to march against them, with 
others to take them all alive and bring them to him. 
The Medes were not able to stand the charge of the 
Grecians; and being shamefully put to flight, they 
showed, says Herodotus, s that Xerxes had a great 
many men, but few soldiers. The next that were sent 
to face the Spartans, were those Persians called the 
Immortal Band, which consisted of 10,000 men, and 
were the best troops in the whole army. But these 
had no better success than the former. 

Xerxes, despairing of being able to force his way 
through troops so determined to conquer or die, was 
extremely perplexed, and could not tell what resolu¬ 
tion to take; when an inhabitant of the country come 
to him, and discovered a secret path, 9 leading to an 
eminence which overlooked and commanded the 
Spartan forces. He quickly despatched a detachment 
thither, which, marching all night, arrived there at 
the break of day, and possessed themselves of that 
advantageous post. 

The Greeks were soon apprized of this misfortune; 
and Leonidas, seeing that it was now impossible to 
withstand the enemy, obliged the rest of the allies to 
retire, but stayed himself with his 300 Lacedaemoni¬ 
ans, all resolved to die with their leader, who being 
told by the oracle, that either Lacedaemon or her king 
must necessarily perish, determined, without the least 
hesitation, to sacrifice himself for his country. The 
Spartans lost all hopes either of conquering or escap¬ 
ing, and looked upon Thermopylae as their burying 
place. The king, exhorting his men to take some 
nourishment, and telling them at the same time, that 
they should sup together with Pluto, they set up a 
shout of joy as if they had been invited to a banquet, 
and full of ardour advanced with their king to battle. 
The shock was exceedingly violent and bloody. Le¬ 
onidas was one of the first that fell. The endeavours 
of the Lacedaemonians to defend his dead body were 
incredible. At length, not vanquished, but oppress¬ 
ed by numbers, they all fell, except one man, who 
escaped to Sparta, where he was treated as a coward 
and traitor to his country, and nobody would keep 
company or converse with him; but soon afterwards 
he made glorious amends for his fault at the battle of 
Plataeoe, where he distinguished himself in an extra¬ 
ordinary manner. Xerxes, 10 enraged to the last degree 
against Leonidas for daring to make head against 
him, caused his dead body to be hung on a gallows; 
and while he intended dishonour to his enemy cover¬ 
ed himself with disgrace. 

Some time after these transactions, by order of the 
Amphictvons, a magnificent monument was erected 
at Thermopylae in honour of these brave defenders of 
Greece; and upon the monument were two inscrip¬ 
tions; one of which was general, and related to all 
those that died at Thermopylae, importing that the 
Greeks of Peloponnesus, to the number only of 4000, 
had made head against the Persian army, which con¬ 
sisted of 3,000,000 of men: the other related to the 
Spartans in particular. It was composed by the poet 
Simonides, and is very remarkable for its simplicity. 
It is as follows: 

r £2 £s“v% ctJ'J'ttkev Axxifxijuovtoif, * *ort ' 

KapiS*, TO tq Xttvouv 7rtt$hpivot voptuotq.ii 


i *Avt iygx'i/i, M'ukoov kx&s. 

8 ‘Or* 7 tOXXoi ftiv xvtigwfrot mv, oktyct %v$gte. 

Quod multi homines essent, pauci autem viri. 
a When the Gauls 200 years after this, earne to invade 
Greene, they possessed themselves of the straits of Ther¬ 
mopylae by means of the same by-path, which the Grecians 
had still neglected to seeure. Pausan. 1. i. p. 7, 8. 
to Ilerod. 1. vii. e. 238. 

u Pari animo Laccdccmonii in Thermopylis oeciderunt in 
quos Simonides ; 

Die. hospes, Spartae nos te hie vidisse jaeenies. 

Dum sanctis patriae legibus obsequimur. 

Cic. Tusc. Quest. 1 i. n. 101. 
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That is to say: Go, passenger , and tell at Lacedce- 
mon , that we died here in obedience to her sacred 
laws. Forty yearg afterwards, Pausanias, who ob¬ 
tained the victory of Platsete, caused the bones of Le¬ 
onidas to be carried from Thermopylae to Sparta, and 
erected a magnificent monument to his memory near 
which was likewise another erected for Pausanias. 
Every year at these tombs was a funeral oration pro¬ 
nounced in honour of these heroes, and public games 
celebrated, at which none but Lacedaemonians had 
a right to be present; in order to show, that they 
alone were concerned in the glory obtained at Ther¬ 
mopylae 

Xerxes in that affair lost above 20,000 men, 1 among 
whom were two of the king’s brothers. He was very 
sensible that so great a loss, which was a manifest 
proof of the courage of their enemies, was capable of 
nlarming and discouraging his soldiers. In order 
therefore to conceal the knowledge of it from them, 
he caused all his men that were killed in that action, 
except 1000, whose bodies he ordered to be leftupon 
the field, to be thrown together into large holes, 
which were secretly made, and covered over after¬ 
wards with earth and herbs. This stratagem succeed¬ 
ed very ill: for when the soldiers in his fleet, being 
curious to see the field of battle, obtained leave to 


come thither for that purpose, it served rather to dis¬ 
cover his own littleness of soul, than to conceal the 
number of the slain. 

Dismayed with a victory that had cost him so dear, 2 
he asked Demaratus, if the Lacedaemonians had yet 
many such soldiers. That prince told him, that the 
Spartan republic had a great many cities belonging 
to it, of which all the inhabitants were exceedingly 
brave; but that those of Lacedaemon, who.were pro¬ 
perly called Spartans, and who were 8000 in number, 
surpassed all the rest in valour, and were all of them 
such as those who had fought under Leonidas. 

I return for an instant to the battle of Thermopylae, 
the issue of which, fatal in appearance, might make 
an impression upon the minus of the readers to the 
disadvantage of the Lacedaemonians, and occasion 
their courage to be looked upon as the effect of a pre¬ 
sumptuous temerity, or a desperate resolution. 

That action of Leonidas, with his 300 Spartans, 
was not the effect of rashness or despair, but was a 
wise and noble conduct, as Diodorus Siculus 3 has 
taken care to observe, in his magnificent encomium 
upon that famous engagement, to which he ascribes 
the success of all the ensuing campaigns. Leonidas 
knowing that Xerxes was marching at the head of all 
the forces of the East, in order to overwhelm and 
ernsh a little country by the dint of numbers, rightly 
conceived, from the superiority of his genius ana un¬ 
derstanding, that if they pretended to make the suc¬ 
cess of that war consist in opposing force to force, 
and numbers to numbers, all the Grecian nations to¬ 
gether would never be able to equal the Persians, or 
to dispute the victory with them; that it was therefore 
necessary to point out to Greece another means of 
safety and preservation, whilst she was under these 
alarms; and that they ought to show the whole uni¬ 
verse, who had all their eyes upon them, what may 
be done, when greatness of mind is opposed to force 
of body, true courage and bravery against blind im¬ 
petuosity, the love of liberty against tyrannical op¬ 
pression, and a few disciplined veteran troops against 
a confused multitude, though never so numerous. 
These brave Lacedaemonians thought it became them, 
who were the choicest soldiers of the chief people of 
Greece, to devote themselves to certain death, in or¬ 
der to make the Persians sensible how difficult it is 
to reduce free men to slavery, and to teach the rest 
of Greece, by their example, either to conquer or to 
perish. 

These sentiments do not originate from my own 
invention, nor do I ascribe them to Leonidas without 
foundation: they are plainly comprised in that short 
answer, which that worthy king of Sparta made to a 
certain Lacedaemonian; who, being astonished at the 


generous resolution the king had taken, spoke to him 
in this manner: “Is it possible then, sir, 4 that you 
can think of marching with a handful of men against 
such a mighty and innumerable army?”—“ If we are 
to reckon upon numbers,” replied Leonidas, “ all the 
people of Greece together would not be sufficient, 
since a small part of the Persian army is equal to all 
her inhabitants: but if we are to reckon upon valour, 
my little troop is more than sufficient.” 

The event showed the justness of this prince’s sen¬ 
timents. That illustrious example of courage aston¬ 
ished the Persians, and gave new spirit and vigour 
to the Greeks. The lives then of this heroic leader 4 
and his brave troop were not thrown away, but use¬ 
fully employed; and their death was attended with ed 
double effect, more great and lasting than they them-j 
selves had imagined. On one hand, it was in a. 
manner the seed of their ensuing victories, which^ 
made the Persians for ever after lay aside all thoughts 
of attacking Greece ; so that during the seven or 
eight succeeding reigns, there was neither any prince 
who durst entertain such a design, nor any flatterer 
in his court who durst propose the plan to him. On 
the other hand, such a signal and exemplary instance 
of intrepidity made an indelible impression upon all 
the rest of the Grecians, and left a persuasion deeply 
rooted in their hearts, that they were able to subdue 
the Persians, and subvert their vast empire, Cimon 
was the mafi who made the first attempt of that kind 
with success. Agesilaus afterwards pushed that de¬ 
sign so far, that he made the great king tremble in his 
palace at Susa. Alexander at last accomplished it 
with incredible facility. He never had the least 
doubt, any more than the Macedonians who followed 
him, or the whole country of Greece that chose him 
general in that expedition, but that with 30,000 men 
he could overturn the Persian empire, since 300 Spar¬ 
tans had been sufficient to check the united forces of 
the whole East. 

SECTION VI.— NAVAL BATTLE NEAR ARTEMI- 
SICJM. 

The very same day on which the glorious action at 
Thermopylae took place, 5 there was also an engage¬ 
ment at sea between the two fleets. That oT the 
Grecians, exclusive of the little galleys and small 
boats, consisted of 271 vessels. This fleet had lain 
by near Artemisium, a promontory of Euboea upon 
the northern coast towards the straits. That of the 
enemy, which was much more numerous, was near 
the same place, but had lately suffered in a violent 
tempest, that had destroyed above 400 of their ves¬ 
sels. Notwithstanding this loss, as it was still vastly 
superior in number to that of the Grecians, wbicn 
they were preparing to attack, they detached 200 of 
their vessels, with orders to wait ahout Euboea, to the 
end that none of the enemy’s vessels might be able Id 
escape them. The Grecians having got intelligence 
of this immediately set sail in the night, in order to 
attack that detachment at day-break the next morn¬ 
ing. But not meeting with it, they went towards the 
evening and fell upon the bulk of the enemy’s fleet, 
which they treated very roughly. Night coming on, 
they were obliged to separate, and both parties re¬ 
tired to their post. But the very night that parted. - 
them, proved more pernicious to the Persians than 
the engagement which preceded, from a violent storm 
of wind, accompanied with rain and thunder, which 
distressed and harassed their vessels till break of 
day: and the 200 ships also that had been detached 
from their fleet, were almost all cast away upon the 
coasts of Euboea; it being the will of the gods, says 
Herodotus, that the two fleets should become very 
near equal. 

The Athenians having the same day received a re¬ 
inforcement of fifty-three vessels, the Grecians, who 
were apprised of the wreck that had befallen part of 
the enemy’s fleet, fell upon the ships of the Ciliciaui 
at the same hour they had attacked the fleet the day 
before, and sunk a great number of them. The Per- 


* Herod. 1, viii. c. 2-}, Co. 
» Ibid. 1. vii. c. 134.137. 


a Lib. xi. p. 9. 


« Plut. in Laron. Apoph. p. 225. 

6 Herod. 1, viii, c. 1—18. Diod. 1, xi. p, 10,11. 
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siaus bfeing ashamed to see themselves thus insulted 
by. an enemy, that was so much inferior in number, 
thought fit the next day to appear first in a disposi¬ 
tion to engage. The battle was very obstinate, and 
the success pretty near equal on both sides, except¬ 
ing that the Persians, who were incommoded by the 
largeness and number of their vessels, sustained much 
the greater loss. Both parties however retired in 
good order. 

All these actions, 1 which passed near Arlemisium, 
were not absolutely decisive, but contributed very 
much to animate the Athenians, as they were con¬ 
vinced, by their own experience, that there was no¬ 
thing really formidable, either in the number and 
magnificent ornaments of the vessels, or in the bar¬ 
barians’ insolent shouts and songs of victory, to men 
that know how to come to close engagement, and 
that have the courage to fight with steadiness and re¬ 
solution; and that the best way of dealing with such 
nn enemy, is to despise all that vain appearance, to 
ndvance boldly up to them, and to charge them brisk¬ 
ly and vigorously without ever giving ground. 

The Grecian fleet having at this time had intelli¬ 
gence of what had passed at Thermopylae, resolved 
upon the course they were to take without any farther 
deliberation. They immediately sailed away from 
Artemisium, and advancing towards the heart of 
Greece, they stopped at Salamis, a little isle very 
near and over-agamst Athens. Whilst the fleet was 
retreating, Themistocles passed through all the places 
where the enemy must necessarily land, in oraer to 
take in fresh water or other provisions, and in large 
characters engraved upon the rocks and the stones the 
following words, which he addressed to the lonians; 
“ Be of our side, ye people of Ionia: come over to the 
party of your fathers, who expose their own lives for 
no other end than to maintain your liberty; or, if you 
cannot possibly do that, at least do the Persians all the 
mischief you can, when we are engaged with them, 
and put their army into disorder and confusion.” By 
this means Themistocles hoped either to bring the 
lonians really over to their party, 2 or at least to ren¬ 
der them suspected to the barbarians. We see this 
general had his thoughts always intent upon his busi¬ 
ness, and neglected nothing that could contribute to 
the success of bis designs. 

SECTION VII.—' THE ATHENIANS ABANDON THEIR 

CITY, WHICH IS TAKEN AND BURNT BY XERXES. 

XERXES in the mean time had entered into the 
country of Phocis by the upper part of Doris, and 
was burning and plundering the cities of the Pho- 
cians. The inhabitants of Peloponnesus having no 
thoughts but to save their own country, had resolved 
to abandon all the rest, and to bring all the Grecian 
forces together within the isthmus, the entrance of 
which they intended to secure by a strong wall from 
one sea to the other, a space of near five miles En¬ 
glish. The Athenians were highly provoked at so 
base a desertion, as they saw themselves ready to fall 
into the hands of the Persians, and likely to bear the 
whole weight of their fury and vengeance. Some 
time before they had consulted the oracle of Delphi, 
which had given them for answer, that 3 * there would 
be no way of saving the city but by wooden walls. 
The sentiments of the people were much divided 
about this ambiguous expression; some thought it was 
to be understood to mean the citadel, because hereto¬ 
fore it had been surrounded with wooden palisadoes. 
But Themistocles gave another sense to the words 
which was much more natural, understanding it to 
mean shipping; and demonstrated that the only plan 
they had to adopt was to leave the city empty, and to 
embark all the inhabitants. But this was a resolution 
the people would not at all give ear to, as thinking 
they thereby relinquished every hope of victory, and 
seeing no method of saving themselves, when once 
they had abandoned the temples of their gods and the 
tomb3 of their ancestors. Here Themistocles had 


1 Pint, in Themist. p. 115, 117. Herod. 1. vim e. 21, 22. 

* Herod. 1. viii. c. 40, 41. 

Ibid, l.vii. c. 139—143. 

Vod. I.—33 


occasion for all his address and all his eloquence to 
work upon the people. After he had represented to 
them that Athens did not consist either of its walls, 
or its houses, but of its citizens, and that the savins 
of these was the preservation of the city, he endeav¬ 
oured to persuade them by the argument most capa¬ 
ble of making an impression upon them in the un¬ 
happy, afflicted, and dangerous condition they were 
then in, I mean that of the divine authority; giving 
them to understand, by the very words of the oracle! 
and by the prodigies which had happened, that their 
removing for a time from Athens was manifestly the 
will of the gods. 

A decree was therefore passed,4 by which, in order 
to soften what appeared so hard in the resolution of 
deserting the city, it was ordained, “that Athens 
should be given up in trust into the hands, and com¬ 
mitted to tne keeping and protection, of Minerva, pa 
troness of the Athenian people; that all such inhabi¬ 
tants as were able to bear arms, should go on ship¬ 
board; and that every citizen should provide, as well 
as he could, for the safety and security of his wife, 
children, and slaves.” 

The extraordinary behaviour of Cimon, 5 who was 
at this time very young, was of great weight on this 
singular occasion. Followed by his companions, with 
a gay and cheerful countenance, he went publicly along 
the street of the Ceramicus to the citadel, in order to 
consecrate a bit of bridle, which he carried in his 
hand in the temple of Minerva, designing to make the 
people understand by this religious and affecting cer¬ 
emony, that they had no farther business with land 
forces, and that it behoved them now to betake them¬ 
selves entirely to the sea. After he had made an of¬ 
fering of this bit, he took one of the shields that hung 
upon the wall of the temple, paid his devotions to the 
goddess, went down to the water side, and was the 
I first, who by his example inspired the generality of 
the people with confidence and resolution, and en¬ 
couraged them to embark. 

The greater part of them sent their fathers and mo¬ 
thers, that were old, together with their wives and 
children, to the city of Trcezene, 6 the inhabitants of 
which received them with great humanity and gene¬ 
rosity. For they made an ordinance that they should 
be maintained at the expense of the public, and as¬ 
signed for each person’s subsistence two oboli a day, 
which were worth about two-pence English money. 
Besides this, they permitted the children to gather 
fruit wherever they pleased, or wherever they came, 
and settled a fund for the payment of the masters, 
who had the care of their education. How beautiful 
is it to see a city, exposed as this was to the greatest 
dangers and calamities, extend her care and generosi¬ 
ty, in the very midst of such alarms, even to the ed¬ 
ucation of other people's children! 

When the whole city came to embark, so moving 
and melancholy a spectacle drew tears from the eyes 
of all that were present, and at the same time occa¬ 
sioned great admiration of the steadiness and courage 
of those men, who sent their fathers and mothers an¬ 
other way and to other places, and who, without be¬ 
ing moved either at their grief or lamentations, or at 
the tender embraces of their wives and children, pass¬ 
ed over with so much firmness and resolution to Sa¬ 
lamis. But that which extremely raised and aug¬ 
mented the general compassion, was the great number 
of old men whom they were forced to leave in the 
city on account of their age and infirmities, and of 
whom many voluntarily remained there, through re¬ 
ligious motives, believing the citadel to be the thing 
meant by the oracle in tne forementioned ambiguous 
expression of wooden walls. There was no creature 
(for history has judged the circumstance worthy of 
being remembered,) there was no creature, I say, 
even to the very domestic animals, but what took a 
part in this public mourning; nor was it possible for 
a man to see these poor creatures run bowling and 


* llerod. 1. viii. e. 51—54. Plut. in Themist. p. 117. 

* Plut. in Cira.p. 481. 

6 This \va3 a small eity situate upon the sea side ia that 
part of tho Peloponnesus called Argolis. 
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crying after their masters, who were going on board 
ship, without being touched and affected. AmoVig all 
the rest of these animals, particular notice is taken of 
a dog belonging to Xanthippus, the father of Pericles, 
which, not being able to endure to see himself aban¬ 
doned by his master, jumped into the sea after him, 
and continued swimming as near as he could to the 
vessel his master was on board of, till he landed quite 
spent at Salamis, and died the moment after upon the 
snore. In the same place, even in Plutarch’s time, 
they used to show the spot wherein this faithful ani¬ 
mal was said to be buried, which was called the dog's 
burying-ground. 

Whilst Xerxes was continuing his march, 1 some 
deserters from Arcadia came and joined his army. 
The king having asked them what the Grecians were 
then doing, was extremely surprised when he was 
told, that they were employed in seeing the games 
and combats then celebrating at Olympia: and his 
surprise was still increased, when he understood that 
the victor’s reward in those engagements was only a 
crown of olive. What men must they be, cried one 
of the Persian nobles with great wonder and aston¬ 
ishment, who are influenced only by honour, and not 
by money! 

Xerxes had sent off a considerable detachment of 
his army to plunder the temple at Delphi, 2 in which 
he knew there were immense treasures, being resolved 
to treat Apollo with no more favour than the other 
gods, whose temples he had pillaged. If we may be¬ 
lieve Herodotus and Diodorus Siculus, as soon as ever 
this detachment advanced near the temple of Miner¬ 
va, surnamed the Provident, the atmosphere grew dark 
oil a sudden, and a violent tempest arose, accompa¬ 
nied with impetuous winds, thunder and lightning; 
and two huge rocks having severed themselves from 
the mountain, fell upon the Persian troops and crush¬ 
ed the greatest part of them. 

The other part of the army marched towards the 
city of Athens, 3 which had been deserted by all its 
inhabitants, except a small number of citizens who 
had retired into the citadel, where they defended 
themselves with incredible bravery, till they were 
killed, and would hearken to no terms of accommoda¬ 
tion whatsoever. Xerxes having stormed the citadel, 
reduced it to ashes. He immediately despatched a 
courier to Susa, to carry the agreeable news' of his 
success to Artabanes his uncle; and at the same time 
sent him a great number of pictures and statues. 
Those of Harniodius and Aristogiton, 4 the ancient de¬ 
liverers of Athens, were sent with the rest. One of 
the Antiochuses, king of Syria (I do not know which 
of them, nor at wha{ time it was,) returned them to 
the Athenians, being persuaded he could not possibly 
make them a more acceptable present. 

SECTION VIII— THE BATTLE OF SALAMIS. PRE¬ 
CIPITATE RETURN OF XERXES INTO ASIA. PAN¬ 
EGYRIC OF THEMISTOCLES AND ARISTIDES. THE 
DEFEAT OF TIIE CARTHAGINIANS IN SICILY. 

At this time a division arose among the command¬ 
ers of the Grecian fleet; 5 and the confederates, in a 
council of war which was held for that purpose, were 
of very different sentiments concerning the place for 
engaging the enemy. Some of them, and indeed the 
greater part, at the head of whom was Eurybiades, 
the generalissimo of the fleet, were for having them 
advance near the isthmus of Corinth, that they might 
be nearer the land army, which was posted there to 
guard that pass under the command of Cleombrotus, 
Leonidas’s brother, and more ready for the defence 
of Peloponnesus. Others, at the head of whom was 
Themistoeles, alleged, that it would be betraying 
their country to abandon so advantageous a post as 
that of Salaniis. And as he supported his opinion 
with abundance of warmth, Eurybiades lifted up his 
cane in a menacing manner: Strike, says the Athe¬ 
nian, unmoved at the insult, but hear me; and, con- 
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tinuing his discourse, he proceeded to show of wha 
importance it was to the fleet of the Grecians, whose 
vessels were lighter and much fewer in number than 
those of the Persians, to engage in such a strait as that 
of Salamis, which would render the enemy incapable 
of using a great part of their forces. Eurybiades, who 
could not help being surprised at the moderation of 
Themistoeles, acquiesced in his reasons, or at least 
complied with his opinion, for fear the Athenians, 
whose ships made up above one half of the fleet, 
should separate themselves from the allies, as their 
generals had taken occasion to insinuate. 

A council of war was also held on the side of the 
Persians, 6 in order to determine whether they should 
hazard a naval engagement; Xerxes himself was 
come to the fleet, to take the advice of his captains 
and officers, who were all unanimous for the battle, 
because they knew it was agreeable to the king’s in¬ 
clination. Queen Artemisia was the only person who 
opposed that resolution. She represented the danger 
ous consequences of coming to blows with people 
much more conversant and more expert in maritime 
affairs than the Persians; alleging that the loss of a 
battle at sea would be attended with the ruin of their 
land army; whereas, by protracting the war, and ap¬ 
proaching Peloponnesus, they would create jealousies 
and divisions among their enemies, or rather augment 
the division which already was very prevalent amongst 
them; that the confederates in that case would not fail 
to separate from one another, in order to return and 
defend their respective countries; and that then the 
king, without difficulty, and almost without striking 
a stroke, might make himself master of all Greece. 
This wise advice was not followed, and a battle was 
resolved upon. 

Xerxes, imputing the ill success of all his former 
engagements at sea to his own absence, was resolved 
to be witness <5f this from the top of an eminence, 
where he caused a throne to be erected for that pur¬ 
pose. This might have contributed in some measure 
to animate the forces; but there is another much 
more sure and effectual mode of doing it, I mean the 
prince’s actual presence and example, when he him¬ 
self shaves in the danger, and thereby shows himself 
worthy of being the soul and head of a brave and nu¬ 
merous body of men ready to die for his service. A 
prince who has not this sort of fortitude, which no¬ 
thing can shake, and which even takes new vigour 
from danger, may nevertheless be endued with other 
excellent qualities, but is by no means proper to com¬ 
mand an army. No qualification whatsoever can sup¬ 
ply the want of courage in a general; and the more 
he labours to show the appearance of it. 7 when he 
has not the reality, the more he discovers his cow¬ 
ardice and fear. There is, it must be owned, a vast 
difference between a general officer, and a common 
soldier. Xerxes ought not to have exposed his person 
otherwise than became a prince; that is to say, as the 
head, not as the hand; as he whose business it is to 
direct and give orders, not as those who are to put 
them in execution. But to keep himself entirely at a 
distance from danger, and to act no other part than 
that of a spectator, was really renouncing the quality 
and office of a general. 

Themistoeles, 8 knowing that some of the com¬ 
manders in the Grecian fleet still entertained thoughts 
of sailing towards the isthmus, contrived to have notice 
given covertly to Xerxes, that as the Grecian allies 
were now assembled together in one place, it would 
be an easy matter for him to subdue and destroy them 
altogether; whereas, if they once separated from one 
another, as they were going to do, he might never 
meet with another opportunity so favourable. The 
king gave into this opinion: and immediately com¬ 
manded a great number of his vessels to surround 
Salamis by night, in order to make it impracticable 
for the Greeks to escape from that post. 

Nobody among the Grecians perceived that their 
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army was surrounded in this manner. 1 Aristides came 
that night toiEgina, where he had some forces under 
his command, and with very great danger passed 
through the whole fleet of the enemy. When he 
came up to Themistocles’s tent, he took him aside, and 
spoke to him in the following manner: “If we are 
wise, Themistoclcs, we shall from henceforward lay 
aside that vain and childish dissension that has hith¬ 
erto divided us, and strive, with a more noble and 
useful emulation, which of us shall render the best 
service to his country, you by commanding and doing 
the duty of a wise and able captain, and I by obeying 
your orders, and by assisting you with my person and 
advice.” He then informed him of the army’s being 
surrounded with the ships of the Persians, and warm¬ 
ly exhorted him to give them battle without delay. 
Themistocles, extremely astonished at such a great¬ 
ness of soul, and such a noble and generous frank¬ 
ness, was somewhat ashamed that he had suffered 
himself to be so much excelled by his rival; but, 
without being ashamed to own it, he promised Aris¬ 
tides, that he would henceforward imitate his gener¬ 
osity, and even exceed it, if it were possible, in the 
whole of his future conduct. Then, after having im¬ 
parted to him the stratagem he had contrived to de¬ 
ceive the barbarian, he desired him to go in person to 
Eurybiades, in order to convince him that there was 
no other means of safety for them, than to engage the 
enemy by sea at Salamis; which commission Aristides 
executed with pleasure and success, for he possessed 
much influence over that general. 

Both sides, therefore, prepared themselves for the 
battle. 2 The Grecian fleet consisted of 330 sail of 
ships, which in every thing followed the direction and 
orders of Themistocles. As nothing escaped his vigi¬ 
lance, and as, like an able commander, he knew how 
to improve every circumstance and incident to advan¬ 
tage, before he would begin the engagement, he wait¬ 
ed till a certain wind, which rose regularly every'day 
at a certain hour, and which was entirely contrary to 
the enemy', began to blow. As soon as this wind 
rose, the signal was given for battle. The Persians, 
who knew that their king had his eyes upon them, 
advanced with such courage and impetuosity, as were 
capable of striking an enemy with terror. But the 
heat of the first attack quickly abated when they came 
to be engaged. Every thing was against them; the 
wind, which blew directlv in their faces; the height 
and the heaviness of their vessels, which could not 
move nor turn without great difficulty; and even the 
number of their ships, which was so far from being of 
use to them, that it only served to embarrass them 
in a place so strait and narrow as that in which they 
fought; whereas, on the side of the Grecians, every 
thing was done with good order, and without hurry or 
confusion; because every thing was directed by one 
commander. The Ionians, whom Themistocles had 
warned, by characters engraven upon stones along 
the coasts of Eubcea, to remember from whom they 
derived their original, were the first that betook 
themselves to flight, and were quickly followed by the 
rest of the fleet. Artemisia distinguished herself by 
incredible efforts of resolution and courage; so that 
Xerxes, who saw in what manner she had behaved 
herself, cried out, that the men had behaved like wo¬ 
men in this engagement, and that the women had 
shown the courage of men. 3 The Athenians being 
enraged that a woman had dared to appear in arms 
against them, had promised a reward of 10,000 drach¬ 
mas to any one that should be able to take her alive; 
but she had the good fortune to escape their pursuit. 
If they had taken her, she could have deserved no¬ 
thing from them but the highest commendations, and 
the most honourable and generous treatment. 

The manner 4 in which that queen escaped ought 
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not to be omitted. 5 Seeing herself warmly pursued 
by an Athenian ship, from which it seemed impossi¬ 
ble for her to escape, she hung out Grecian colours, 
and attacked one of the Persian vessels, on board of 
which was Dnmasithy inns, king of Calynda, 6 with 
whom she had some quarrel, and sunk it. This made 
her pursuers believe, that she was one of the Grecian 
fleet, and they gave over the chase. 

Such was the success of the battle of Salamis, one 
of the most memorable actions related in ancient his¬ 
tory, and which has rendered the name and courage 
of the Grecians famous for ever. A great number of 
the Persian ships were taken, and a much greater 
sunk upon this occasion. Many of their allies, who 
dreaded the king’s cruelty no less than the enemy, 
made the best of their way into their own country. 

Themistoclcs, in a secret conversation with Aristi¬ 
des, proposed to his consideration, in order to sound 
him and to learn his real sentiments, whether it would 
not be proper for them to send some vessels to break 
down the bridge which Xerxes had caused to be built, 
to the end, says he, that we may take Asia in Eu¬ 
rope; but though he made this proposal, he was far 
from approving it. Aristides, believing him to be in 
earnest, argued very warmly and strenuously against 
any such project, and represented to him how danger¬ 
ous it was to reduce so powerful an enemy to de¬ 
spair, from whom it was their business to deliver 
themselves as soon as possible. Themistocles seemed 
to acquiesce in his reasons; and in order to hasten the 
king’s departure, contrived to have him secretly in¬ 
formed, that the Grecians designed to break down 
the bridge. The point Themistocles seems to have 
had in view by this false confidence, was to strengthen 
himself with Aristides’s opinion, which was of great 
weight, against that of tne other generals, in case 
they inclined to go and break down the bridge. Per¬ 
haps too he might aim at guarding himself by this 
means against tne ill will of his enemies, who might 
one day accuse him of treason before the people, if 
ever they came to know that he had heen the author 
of that secret advice to Xerxes. 

This prince,7 being frightened at such news, made 
the best use he could of his time, and set out by night, 
leaving Mardonius hehind him, with an army of 300,- 
000 men, in order to reduce Greece, if he was able. 
The Grecians, who expected that Xerxes would have 
come to another engagement the next day, having 
learnt that he was fled, pursued him as fast as they 
could, but to no purpose. They had destroyed 200 
of the enemy’s ships, besides those which they had 
taken. 8 The remainder of the Persian fleet, after hav¬ 
ing suffered extremely by the winds in their passage, 
retired towards the coast of Asia, and entered into 
the port of Cumoe, a city of iEtolia, where they passed 
the winter, without daring afterwards to return into 
Greece. 

Xerxes took the rest of his army along with him, 
and marched towards the Hellespont. As no provi¬ 
sions had been prepared for them beforehand, they 
underwent great hardships during their whole march, 
which lasted five-and-forty days. After having con¬ 
sumed all the fruits they could find, the soldiers were 
obliged to live upon herbs, and even upon the bark 
and leaves of trees. This occasioned a great sickness 
in the army; and great numbers died of fluxes and 
the plague. 

The king, through eagerness and impatience to 
make his escape, had left his army behind him, and 


* It appears that Artemisia valued herself no loss upon 
stratagem than courage, and at the same time wa9 not very 
delicate in Ihe choice of the measures she used. It is said 
that being desirous of seizing Latraus, a small city of Caria, 
that lay very eommodiously for her, she laid her troops in 
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mother of the gods, in a wood consecrated to her near that 
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men, drums, and trumpets. The inhabitants ran in throngs 
to sec that religious ceremony ; and in the moan time Ar¬ 
temisia’s troops took possession of the place. Polyan. Stra • 
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travelled on before with a small retinue, in order to 
reach the bridge with the greater expedition : but 
when he arrived at the place, he found the bridge 
broken down by the violence of the waves, during a 
great tempest that had happened, and was reduced to 
the necessity of passing the strait in a fishing boat. 
This was a spectacle 1 well calculated to show man¬ 
kind the mutability of all earthly things, and the insta¬ 
bility of human greatness; a prince, whose armies and 
fleets the land and sea were scarce able to contain a 
little while before, now stealing away in a small boat 
almost without any servants or attendants! Such was 
the event and success of Xerxes’s expedition against 
Greece. 

If we compare Xerxes with himself at different 
times, and on different occasions, we shall hardly 
know him for the same man. When affairs were un¬ 
der consideration and debate, no person could show 
more courage and intrepidity than this prince: he is 
surprised and even offended if any one foresees the 
least difficulty in the execution of his projects, or 
shows any apprehension concerning the issue of them. 
But when he comes to the point of execution, and to 
the hour of danger, he flies like a coward, and thinks 
of nothing but saving his own life and person. Here 
we have a sensible and evident proof of the difference 
between true courage, which is never destitute of pru¬ 
dence, and temerity, which is always blind and pre¬ 
sumptuous. A wise and prudent prince weighs every 
thing, and examines all circumstances, before he en¬ 
ters mto a war, 2 of which he is not afraid, but at the 
same time does not desire; and when the time of ac¬ 
tion is come, the sight of danger serves only to ani¬ 
mate his courage. Presumption inverts this order. 
When she has introduced assurance and boldness, 3 * 
where wisdom and circumspection ought to preside, 
she admits fear and despair, where courage and in¬ 
trepidity ought to be exerted. 

The first care of the Grecians/ 1 after the battle of 
Salamis, was to send the first fruits of the rich spoil 
they had taken to Delphi. Cimon, who wa 3 then 
very young, signalized himself in a particular manner 
in that engagement, and performed actions of such 
distinguished valour, as acquired him a great repu¬ 
tation, and made him be considered from henceforth 
as a citizen that would be capable of rendering the 
most important services to his country on future oc¬ 
casions. 

But Themistocles carried off almost all the honour 
of this victory, 5 which was Ihe most signal that ever 
the Grecians obtained over the Persians. The force 
of truth obliged even those who were the most envi¬ 
ous of his glory to render him this testimony. It was 
a custom in Greece, that after a battle, the officers 
should declare who had distinguished themselves 
most, by writing in a paper the names of the man who 
had merited the first prize, and of him who had mer¬ 
ited the second. On this occasion, by a decision 
which shows the good opinion it is natural for every 
man to have of himself, each officer adjudged the first 
rank to himself, and allowed the second to Themisto¬ 
cles; which was indeed giving him the preference to 
them all. 

The Lacedaemonians having carried him to Sparta, 
in order to pay him the honours due to his merit, de¬ 
creed to their general Eurybiades the prize of valour, 
and to Themistocles that of wisdom, which w T as a 
crown of olive for both of them. They also made a 
present to Themistocles of the finest chariot in the 
city; and on his departure sent 300 young men of the 
most considerable families to wait upon him to the 
frontiers: an honour they had never sligwn to any 
person whatsoever before. 

1 Erat res spectaculo di;?na et aestiiaatione sorti 9 huma- 
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But that which gave him a still more sensible plea¬ 
sure, were the public acclamations he received at the 
first Olympic games that were celebrated after the 
battle of Salamis, where all the people of Greece were 
met together. As soon as he appeared, the whole as¬ 
sembly rose up to do him honour: nobod}" regarded 
either the games or the combats; Themistocles was 
the only spectacle. The eyes of all the company 
were fixed upon him, and every hody was eager to 
show him and point him out with the hand to the 
stranger that did not know him. He acknowledged 
afterwards to his friends, that he looked upon that 
day as the happiest of his life; that he had never 
tasted any joy so-sweet and so transporting: and that 
this reward, the genuine fruit of his labours, exceeded 
all his desires. 

The reader has undoubtedly observed in Themisto¬ 
cles two or three principal strokes of his character, 
which entitle him to be ranked amongst the greatest 
men. The design wnich lie formed and executed, of 
making the whole force of Athens maritime, showed 
him to have n superior genius, capable of the highest 
views, penetrating into futuritj*, and judicious in seiz¬ 
ing the decisive point in great affairs. As the terri¬ 
tory belongingto Athens was barren and of small ex¬ 
tent, he rightly conceived, that the only way that city 
had to enrich and aggrandize herself was by sea. And 
indeed that scheme may justly be looked upon as the 
source and cause of all those great events, which 
raised the republic of Athens, in the sequel, to so 
flourishing a condition. 

But, in niv opinion, this wisdom and foresight ist 
infinitely less meritorious*than that uncommon tem¬ 
per and moderation which Themistocles showed on 
two critical occasions, when Greece had been utterly 
undone if hfc had listened to the dictates of an ill- 
judged ambition, and had piqued himself upon a false 
point of honour, as is usual among persons of his age 
and profession. The first of these occasions was, 
when, notwithstanding the flagrant injustice that was 
committed, both in reference to the republic of which 
he was a member, and to his own person, in appoint¬ 
ing a Lacedremonian generalissimo of the fleet, he 
exhorted and prevailed with the Athenians to desist 
from their pretensions, though never so justly" found¬ 
ed, in order to prevent the fatal effects with which a 
division among the confederates must have been ne¬ 
cessarily attended. And how worthy of admiration 
was that presence of mind and coolness of temper 
which he displayed, when the same Eurybiades not 
only affronted him with harsh and offensive language, 
but lifted up his cane at him with a menacing ges¬ 
ture! Let it be remembered, at the same time, that 
Themistocles was then but young; that he was full 
of an ardent ambition for glory; that he was com¬ 
mander of a numerous fleet; and that he had right 
and reason on his side. How would our young offi¬ 
cers behave on a similar occasion? Themistocles 
took all patiently, and the victory of Salamis was the 
fruit of his patience. 

As to Aristides, I shall have occasion in the sequel 
to speak more extensively upon his character and 
merit. He was, properly speaking, the man of the 
commonwealth: provided that was well and faithfully 
served, he was very little concerned by whom it was 
done. The merit of others, so far from offending him, 
became his own by the approbation and encourage¬ 
ment which he gave to it. We have seen him make 
his way through the enemy’s fleet, at the peril of his 
life, in order to give Themistocles some intelligence 
and good advice: and Plutarch 6 * 8 takes notice, that 
during all the time the latter had the command, Aris¬ 
tides assisted him on all occasions with his counsel 
and credit, notwithstanding he had reason to look 
upon him not only as his rival, but his enemy. Let us 
compare this nobleness and greatness of soul with 
the little-spiritednes 3 and meanness of those men, 
who are so nice, punctilious, and jealous in whatever 
respects the subject of command ; who are incapable 
of acting in concert with their colleagues, and solely 
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intent upon engrossing the glory; of every thing to 
themselves; always ready to sacrifice the welfare of 
the public to their own private‘interests, or to sutler 
their rivals to commit blunders, that they themselves 
may reap advantage from them. 

On the very same day that the action of Thermopy¬ 
lae 1 happened, the formidable army of Carthaginians, 
which consisted of 300,000 men, was entirely defeated 
by Gelon, tyrant of Syracuse. Herodotus places this 
battle on the same day with that of Salamis. The 
circumstances of that victory in Sicily I have related 
in the history of the Carthaginians. 

After the battle of Salamis, 2 the Grecians being re¬ 
turned from pursuing the Persians, Themistocles sail¬ 
ed to all the islands that had declared for them, to 
levy contributions and exact money' from them. The 
first he began with was that of Andros, from whose 
inhabitants he required a considerable sum, speaking 
to them in this manner: “I come to you accompa¬ 
nied with two powerful divinities, Persuasion and 
Force.” The answer they made him was: “ We also 
have two other divinities on our side, no less powerful 
than yours, and which do not permit us to give the 
money you demand of us, Poverty and Despair.” 
Upon this refusal he made a feint of besieging them, 
and threatened that he would entirely ruin their city. 
He dealt in the same manner with several other is¬ 
lands, which durst not resist him as Andros had done, 
and drew great sums of money from them without 
the privity of the other commanders; for he was es¬ 
teemed a lover of money, and desirous of enriching 
himself. 

SECTION IX.— THE BATTLE OF PLATiEiE. 

Mardomus , 3 who had stayed in 

A. M. 3525. Greece with a body of 300,000 men, 
Ant. J. C. 479. let his troops pass the winter in 
Thessalyq and in the spring follow¬ 
ing led them into Boeotia. There was a very' famous 
oracle in this country, the oracle of Lebadia, which 
he thought proper to consult, in order to know what 
would be the success of the war. The priest, in his 
enthusiastic fit, answered in a language which nobody 
that was present understood, as much as to insinuate 
that the oracle would not deign to speak intelligibly 
to a barbarian. At the same time Murdonius sent 
Alexander, king of Macedonia, with several Persian 
noblemen, to Athens, and by them, in the name of 
his master, made very advantageous proposals to the 
Athenian people, to detach them from the rest of their 
allies. The offers he made them were, to rebuild 
their city', w'hieh had been burnt down, to supply them 
with a considerable sum of money, to suffer them to 
live according to their own laws and custom*, and 
to give them the government and command of all 
Greece. Alexander exhorted them in his own name, 
as their ancient friend, to lay hold on so favourable an 
opportunity for re-establishing their affairs, alleging 
that they were not in a condition to withstand a pow¬ 
er so formidable as that of the Persian*, and so much 
superior to Greece. On the first intelligence of this 
embassy, the Spartans also, on their side, sent depu¬ 
ties to Athens, in order to hinder it from taking effect. 
These were present when the others had their audi¬ 
ence; where, as soon as Alexander had finished his 
speech, they began, in their turn, to address them¬ 
selves vo the Athenians, and strongly exhorted them 
not to separate themselves from their allies, nor.to 
desert the common interest of their country'; repre¬ 
senting to them, at the same time, that union in the 
present situation of their affairs formed their whole 
strength, and would render Greece invincible. They 
added farther that the Spartan commonwealth was 
very sensibly moved with the melancholy state w’hieh 
the Athenians were in, who were destitute both of 
houses and retreat, and who for two years together 
had lost all their harvests; that in consideration of that 
calamity, she would engage herself, during the eontin- 


i Ff ’rod. 1. vii. c. 165. 167. 

« Id. 1. viii. c. Ill, 112. Pint. inThemist. p. 122. 

s Herod. 1. viii. c. 113—131. 136—140. 144. Pint, in 
Arist. p. 324. Diod. 1. xi. p. 22, 23. Plut. de Oran. Defoe, 
p. 412. 


uanee of the war, to maintain and support their wives, 
their children, and their old men, and to furnish a 
plentiful supply' for all their wants. They concluded 
by animadverting on the conduct of Alexander, whose 
discourse, they said, was such as might be expected 
from one tyrant who spoke in favour of another; but 
that he seemed to have forgotten, that the people to 
whom he addressed himself had showed themselves, 
on all occasions, the most zealous defenders of the 
common liberty of their country. 

Aristides was at this time in office, that is to say, 
the principal of the Arclions. As it was therefore his 
business to answer, he said, that as to the barbarians, 
who made silver and gold the chief objects of their 
esteem, he forgave them for thinking they could cor¬ 
rupt the fidelity of a nation by large promises; but 
that he could not help being surprised and affected 
with some sort of indignation, to see that the Lacedae¬ 
monians, regarding - only the present distress and ne¬ 
cessity of the Athenians, and forgetting their courage 
and magnanimity', should come to persuade them to 
persist in fighting nobly for the common safety of 
Greece, from motives of gain, and by proposing to 
give them victuals and provision; he desired them to 
acquaint their republic, that all the gold in the world 
was not capable of tempting the Athenians, or of ma¬ 
king them desert the defence of their common liberty; 
that they were duly sensible of the kind offers which 
Lacedcemon had made them; but that they would 
endeavour to manage their affairs so as not to be a 
burden to any of their allies. Then, turning himselt 
towards the ambassadors of Mardonius, and pointing 
with his hand to the sun, “ Be assured,” says he to 
them, “that as long as that luminary shall continue 
his course, the Athenians will be. mortal enemies to 
the Persians, and will not cease to take vengeance of 
them for ravaging their lands and burning their hou¬ 
ses and temples.” After which he desired the king 
of Macedonia, if he was inclined to be truly - their 
friend, not to make himself any more the bearer of 
such proposals to them, which would only' serve to re¬ 
flect dishonour upon him, without ever producing any 
other effect. 

Aristides was not satisfied with having made this 
plain and peremptory declaration. But that he might 
excite a still greater horror for such proposals, and for 
ever prohibit all manner of intercourse with the bar¬ 
barians through a principle of religion, he ordained, 
that the priests should denounce curses and execra¬ 
tions upon any person whatsoever, that should pre¬ 
sume to propose the making of an alliance with the 
Persians, or the breaking of their alliance with the 
rest of the Grecians. 

When Mardonius had learned, 4 by the answer 
which the Athenians had sent him, 5 that they were 
not to be prevailed upon by any - proposals or advanta¬ 
ges whatsoever to sell their liberty, he marched with 
his whole army towards Attica, wasting and destroy¬ 
ing whatever he found in his way. The Athenians, 
not being in a condition to withstand such a torrent, 
had retired to Salamis, and a second time abandoned 
their city. Mardonius, still entertaining hopes of 
bringing them to some terms of accommodation, sent 
another deputy to them to make the same proposals 
as before. A certain Athenian, called Lycidns, being: 
of opinion that they should hearken to what lie had 
to ofl’er, was immediately stoned, and the Athenian 
women running at the same time to his house, did the 
same execution upon his wife and children; so de¬ 
testable a crime did it appear to them to propose a 
peace with the Persians. But notwithstanding this, 
they paid respect to the character wherewith the de 
puty was invested, and sent him back without oflering 
him anv indignity' or ill treatment. Mardonius now 
found that there was no peace to be expected with 
them. He therefore entered Athens, burned and de¬ 
molished every thing that had escaped their fury the 
preceding year. 


< Herod. 1. ix. c. 1—11. Plut. in Arist. p. 324. Diod. lib. 
xi p. 23. 

V PosLcaquam nullo pretio libertatem his videt vonalera, 
&c. Justin .!. ii. e. 14. 
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The Spartans, instead of conducting their troops 
into Attica, according to their engagement, thought 
only of keeping themselves shut up within the Pelo¬ 
ponnesus for their own security, and with that view 
had begun to build a wall over the isthmus, in order 
to hinder the enemy from entering that way, by which 
means they reckoned they should be safe themselves, 
and should have no farther occasion for the assistance 
of the Athenians. The latter hereupon sent deputies 
to Sparta, in order to complain of the slowness and 
neglect of their allies. But the Ephori did not seem 
to be much moved at their remonstrances; and as 
that day was the festival of Hyacinthus, 1 they spent 
it in feasts and rejoicing, and deferred giving the 
deputies their answer tilfthe next day. And still pro¬ 
crastinating the affair as much as they could, on vari¬ 
ous pretexts, they gained ten days’ time, during which 
the building of the wall was completed. They were 
on the point of dismissing the Athenian envoys in a 
scandalous manner, when a private citizen expostu¬ 
lated with them, and represented to them, how base 
it would be to treat the Athenians in such a manner, 
after all the calamities and voluntary losses they had 
so generously suffered for the common defence of lib¬ 
erty, and all the important services they had rendered 
Greece in general. This opened their eyes and made 
them ashamed of their perfidious design. The very 
next night following they sent off, unknown to the 
Athenian deputies, 5000 Spartans, who had each of 
them seven helots or slaves to attend him. On the 
following morning the deputies renewed their com¬ 
plaints with great warmth and earnestness, and were 
extremely surprised when they were told that the 
Spartan succours were on their march, and by this 
time were not far from Attica. 

Mardonins had left Attica at this time,2 and was on 
his return into Bmotia. As the latter was an open and 
fiat country, he thought it would be more convenient 
for him to fight there than in Attica, which was un¬ 
even and rugged, full of hills and narrow passes, and 
which for that reason would not allow him space 
enough for drawing up his numerous army in battle 
array, nor leave room for his cavalry to act. When 
he came back into Bceotia, he encamped by the river 
Asopus. The Grecians followed him thither under 
the command of Bausanias, king of Sparta, and of 
Aristides, general of the Athenians. The Persian 
army, according to Herodotus, consisted of 300,000, 
or, according to Diodorus, of 500,000 men. That of 
the Grecians did not amount to 70,000; of which 
there were but 5000 Spartans; but, as these were 
accompanied by 35,000 helots, viz. seven for each 
Spartan, they made up together 40,000; the latter of 
these were light-armed troops. The Athenian forces 
consisted hut of 8000, and the troops of the allies 
made up the remainder. The right wing of the army 
was commanded by the Spartans, and the left by the 
Athenians,an honour which the people of Tegaea pre¬ 
tended to, and disputed with them, but in vain. 

Whilst all Greece was in suspense, 3 expecting a 
battle that should determine their fate, a secret con¬ 
spiracy, formed in the midst of the Athenian camp by 
some discontented citizens, who intended either to 
subvert their popular government, or to deliver up 
Greece into the hands of the Persians, gave Aristides 
a great deal of perplexity and trouble. On this emer¬ 
gency he had occasion for all his prudence: not know¬ 
ing exactly how many might be concerned in this 
conspiracy, he contented himself with having eight of 
them taken up; and of those eight, the only two whom 
he caused to be accused, because they had the most 
laid to their charge, made their escape out of the 
camp, while their trial was preparing. There is no 


1 Amongst the Lacedaemonians the feast of Hyaeintlius 
continued tnree nays; the first and the last of which were 
days of sorrow and mourning for the death of Hyaeintlius; 
hut the second was a day of rejoicing, which was spent in 
feasting, sports, and spectacles, and all kinds of diversions. 
This festival was celebrated every year in the month of Au¬ 
gust, in honour of Apollo and Hyacinthus. 

a Herod. 1. ix. c. 12—7G. Plut. in Arist. p. 325—330. 
Diod. 1 ix. p. 24. 26 
8 IMut. in Arist. p. 325. 


doubt but Aristides favoured their escape, lest ho 
should be obliged to punish them, and their punish¬ 
ment might occasion some tumult and disorder. The 
others that were in custody he released, leaving them 
room to believe that he nad found nothing against 
them, and telling them, that the battle with the ene¬ 
my should be the tribunal where they might fully 
justify their characters, and show the world how un¬ 
likely it was that they had ever entertained a thought 
of betraying their country. This well-timed and 
wise dissimulation, which opened a door for repent¬ 
ance, and avoided driving the offenders to despair, 
appeased all the commotion, and quashed the whole 
affair. 

Mardonius, in order to try the Grecians, sent out 
his cavalry, in which he was strongest, to skirmish 
with them. The Megarians, who were encamped in 
the open country, suflered extremely by them; and in 
spite of all the vigour and resolution with which they 
defended themselves, they were upon the point of 
giving way, when a detachment of 300 Athenians, 
with some troops armed with missive weapons, ad¬ 
vanced to their succour. Masistius, the general of 
the Persian horse, and one of the most considerable 
noblemen of his country, seeing them advance towards 
him in good order, made his cavalry face about and 
attack them. The Athenians stood their ground, and 
waited to receive them. The shock was very fierce 
and violent, both sides equally endeavouring to show, 
by the issue of this encounter, what would be the 
success of the general engagement. The victory was 
a long time disputed; but at last, Masistius's horse, 
being wounded, threw his master, who was instantly 
killed; upon which the Persians immediately fled. 
As soon as the news of his death reached the barba¬ 
rians, their grief was excessive. They cut off their 
hair, as also the manes of their horses and mules, 
filling the camp with their cries and lamentations, 
having Io3t, in their opinion, the bravest man of their 
army. 

After this encounter with the Persian cavalry, the 
two armies were a long time without coming to ac¬ 
tion; because the soothsayers, upon inspecting the 
entrails of the victims, foretold equally to both par¬ 
ties, that they should be victorious, provided they 
acted only upon the defensive; whereas, on the other 
hand, they threatened thf*m equally with a total 
overthrow, if the}' acted offensively, or made the first 
attack. 

They passed ten days in this manner in view of each 
other. But Mardonius, who was of a fiery, impatient 
temper, grew very uneasy at so long a delay. Be¬ 
sides, he had only a few days’ provisions left for his 
army; and the Grecians grew stronger every day by 
the addition of new troops, that were continually 
coining to join them. He therefore called a council 
of war, in order to deliberate whether they should 
give battle. Artabazus, a nobleman of singular merit 
and great experience, was of opinion, that they should 
not liazarcl a battle, but that they should retire under 
the walls of Thebes, where they would be in a condi¬ 
tion to supply the army with provisions and forage. 
He alleged, that delays alone would be capable of 
diminishing the ardour of the allies; that they would 
thereby have time to tamper with them, and might 
be able to draw some of them off by gold and silver, 
which they would lake care to distribute among the 
leaders ar.d among such as had the greatest sway and 
authority in their several cities; and that, in short 
this would be both the easiest and surest method of 
subjecting Greece. This opinion was very wise, but 
was overruled by Mardonius, whom the rest had not 
courage to contradict. The result therefore, of their 
deliberations was, that they should give battle the 
next day. Alexander, king of Macedonia, who was 
on the side of the Grecians in his heart, came secretly 
about midnight to their camp, and informed Aristides 
of all that had passed. 

Pausanias forthwith gave orders to the officers to 
prepare themselves for battle, and imparted to Aris¬ 
tides the design he had formed of changing his order 
of battle, by placing the Athenians in the right wing 
instead of the left, in order to oppose them to the 
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Persians, with whom they had been accustomed to 
engage. Whether it was fear or prudence, that in¬ 
duced Pausanias to propose this new disposition, the 
Athenians accepted it with pleasure. Nothing was 
heard among them but mutual exhortations to acquit 
themselves bravely, bidding each other remember, 
that neither they nor their enemies were changed 
since the battle of Marathon, unless it was that vic¬ 
tory had increased the courage of the Athenians, and 
had dispirited the Persians. We do not fight, said 
they, as they do, for a country only, or a city, but for 
the’trophies erected at Marathon and at Salamis,that 
they may not appear to he the work only of Miltiades 
and of fortune, but the work of the Athenians. En¬ 
couraging one another in this manner, they went 
with all the alacrit}' imaginable to change their post. 
But Mardonius, upon the intelligence he received of 
this movement, having made the like change in his 
order of battle, both sides ranged their troops again 
according to their former disposition. The whole 
day passed in this manner, without their coming to 
action. 

In the evening the Grecians held a council of war, 
in which it was resolved, that they should decamp 
from the place they were in, and march to another, 
more conveniently situated for water. Night being 
come, and the officers endeavouring at the head of 
their companies to push forward to the camp marked 
out for them, great confusion arose among the troops, 
some going one way, and some another, without ob¬ 
serving any order or regularity in their march. At 
last they halted near the little city of Platceae. 

On the first news of the Grecians having decamp¬ 
ed, Mardonius drew his whole army into order of 
battle, and pursued them with the hideous shouting 
and howling of his barbarian forces, who thought 
they were marching, not so much to fight, as to strip 
and plunder a flying enemy : and their general, 
likewise, making himself sure of victory, proudly 
insulted Artabazus, reproaching him with his fearful 
and cowardly prudence, and with the false notion he 
had conceived of the Lacedaemonians, who never fled, 
as he pretended, before an eneni} r ; whereas here was 
an instance of the contrary. But the general quickly 
found this was no false or ill-grounded notion. He 
happened to fall in with the Lacedremonians, who 
were alone and separated from the body of the Gre¬ 
cian army, to the number of 50,000 men, together 
with 3000 of the Tegeans. The encounter was ex¬ 
ceeding fierce: on both sides the men fought with 
the courage of lions; and the barbarians perceived that 
they had to do with soldiers, who were determined to 
conquer or die in the field. The Athenian troops, to 
whom Pausanias had sent an officer, were already up¬ 
on their march to aid them: but the Greeks w ho were 
on the side of the Persians, to the number of 50,000 
men, went out to meet them, and hindered them from 
roceeding any farther. Aristides with his little 
ody of men bore up firmly against them and with¬ 
stood their attack, letting them see, how'insignificant 
a superiority of numbers is against true courage and 
bravery. 

The battle being thus divided into two, and fought 
in two different places, the Spartans were the first who 
broke in upon the Persian forces, and put them into 
disorder. Mardonius, their general, falling dead of a 
wound he had received in the engagement, all his 
army betook themselves to flight; and those Greeks 
who were engaged against Aristides, did the same, 
as soon as they understood the barbarians were de¬ 
feated. The latter had taken shelter in their former 
camp, where they had fortified themselves with an in- 
closure of wood. The Lacedaemonians pursued them 
thither, and attacked them in their intrenchment; but 
this they did weakly and irresolutely, like people that 
were not much accustomed to sieges, and to storm 
walls. The Athenian troops, having advice of this, 
left off pursuing their Grecian adversaries, and march¬ 
ed to the camp of the Persians, which after several 
assaults they carried, and made a horrible slaughter 
of the enemy. 

Artabazus, who from Mardonius’s imprudent man¬ 
agement had but too well foreseen the misfortune that 


befel them, after having distinguished himself n the 
engagement, and given all possible pi oofs of his cou¬ 
rage and intrepidit}', made a timely retreat with the 
40,000 men he commanded; and preventing his flight 
from being known by the expedition of his march, 
arrived safe at Byzantium, and from thence returned 
into Asia. Of all the rest of the Persian army, not 
4000 men escaped that day’s slaughter; all were 
killed and cut to pieces by the Grecians, who by that 
means delivered themselves at once from all farther 
invasions from that nation, no Persian army having 
ever appeared after that time on this side the Helles¬ 
pont. 

This battle was fought on the 
fourth day of the month Boedro- A. M. 3525. 
raon, 1 according to the Athenian Ant. J. C. 479. 
manner of reckoning. Soon after, 
the allies, as a testimony of their gratitude to Heaven, 
caused a statue of Jupiter to be made at their joint 
and common expense, which they placed in his tem¬ 
ple at Olympia. The names of the several nations of 
Greece, 2 that were present in the engagement, were 
engraven on the right side of the pedestal of the sta¬ 
tue; the Lacedaemonians first, the Athenians next, and 
all the rest in order. 

One of the principal citizens of JEgina came and 
addressed himself to Pausanias, 3 exhorting him to 
avenge the indignity that Mardonius and Xerxes had 
shown to Leonidas, whose dead body had been hung 
upon a gallows by their order, and urginghim to use 
Mardonius’s body in the same manner. As a farther 
motive for doing so, he added, that by thus satisfy¬ 
ing the manes of those that were killed at Thermo¬ 
pylae, lie would be sure to immortalize his own name 
throughout all Greece, and make his memory pre¬ 
cious to the latest posterity. ‘‘Carry thy base coun¬ 
sel elsewhere,” replied Pausanias. “ Thou must have 
a very wrong notion of true glory, to imagine that 
the way for me to acquire it is by resembling the bar¬ 
barians. If the esteem of the people of iEgina is not 
to be purchased but by such a proceeding, I shall be 
content with preserving that of the Lacedaemonians 
alone, amongst whom the base and ungenerous plea¬ 
sure of revenge is never put in competition with that 
of showing clemency and moderation to their enemies, 
and especially after their death. As for the manes of 
my departed countrymen, they are sufficiently aven¬ 
ged by the death of the many thousand Persians slain 
upon the spot in the last engagement.” 

A dispute, 4 which arose between the Athenians and 
Lacedaemonians, to ascertain which of the two nations 
should have the prize of valour adjudged to them, as 
also which of them should have the privilege of erect¬ 
ing a trophy, had like to have sullied all the glory, 
and imbittered the joy, of their late victory. They 
were just on the point of carrying things to the last 
extremity, and would certainly have decided the dis¬ 
pute with their swords, had not Aristides prevailed 
upon them by the strength of his arguments, to refer 
the determination of the matter to the judgment of 
the Grecians in general. This proposition being ac¬ 
cepted by both parties, and the Greeks being assem¬ 
bled upon the spot to decide the contest, Theogiton 
of Megara, speaking upon the question, gave it as hi3 
opinion, that the prize of valour ought to be adjudged 
neither to Athens nor to Sparta, but to some other 
.city; unless they desired to kindle a civil war, of more 
fatal consequences than that to which they had just 
put an end. After he had finished his speech, Cieo- 
critus of Corinth rising up, nobody doubted but he 
was going to claim that honour for the city of which 
he was a member and a native; for Corinth was the 
chief city of Greece in power and dignity after those 
of Athens and Sparta. But every body was agreeably 
deceived when tney found, that all his discourse tend¬ 
ed to the praise, of tiie Plataeans, aud that the conclu¬ 
sion he made from the whole was, that in order to 
extinguish so dangerous a contention, the}' ought to 
adjudge the prize to them only, against whom neither 


i This day answers to the nineteenth of our September, 
a Pausau.’j. v. p.532. a Hercd. 1. is. c. 77, 7S. 

4 Pint, in Arist. p. 331. 
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of the contending parties could have any grounds of 
anger or jealousy. This discourse and proposal were 
received with a general applause by the whole assem¬ 
bly. Aristides immediately assented to it on the part 
of' the Athenians, and Pausanias on the part of the 
Lacedaemonians. 

All parties being thus agreed, 1 before they began 
to divide the spoil of the enemy, they put fourscore 
talents 2 aside for the Platceans, who laia them out in 
building a temple to Minerva, in erecting a statue to 
her honour, and in adorning the temple with curious 
and valuable paintings, which were still in being in 
Plutarch’s time, that is to say, above 600 years after¬ 
wards, and which were then as fresh as if they had 
lately come out of the hands of the painters. As for 
the trophy, which had been another article of the dis¬ 
pute, the Lacedaemonians erected one for themselves 
in particular, and the Athenians another. 

The spoil was immense: in Mardonius’s camp they 
found prodigious sums of gold and silver, besides 
cups, vessels, beds, tables, necklaces, and bracelets 
of gold and silver, not to be valued or numbered. It 
is observed by a certain historian, 3 that these spoils 
proved fatal to Greece, by becoming the instruments 
of introducing the love nf riches and luxury among 
her inhabitants. According to the religious custom 
of the Grecians, before they divided the treasure, they 
appointed the tenth part of the whole to the use of 
the gods. The rest was distributed equally among 
the cities and nations that had furnished troops; and 
the chief officers who had distinguished themselves in 
the field of battle were likewise distinguished in this 
distribution. They sent a present of a golden tripod 
to Delphi, in the inscription upon which Pausanias 
caused these words to be inserted; That he had de¬ 
feated the barbarians at Platcece , 4 and that in ac¬ 
knowledgment of that victory he had made this pres¬ 
ent to Apollo. 

This arrogant inscription, wherein he ascribed the 
honour both of the victory and the offering to^himself 
alone, offended the Lacedaemonian people, who, in 
order to punish his pride in the very point in which 
he thought to exalt himself, and at the same time to 
do justice to their confederates, caused his name to be 
razed out, and that of the cities which had contributed 
to the victory to be put in the stead of it. Too ar¬ 
dent a thirst after glory on this occasion did not give 
him leave to consider, that a man loses nothing by a 
discreet modesty, which forbears the setting too high 
a value upon one’s own services, and which,, by 
screening a man from envy, serves really to enhance 
his reputation. 5 

Pausanias gave a more advantageous specimen of 
the Spartan temper and disposition, at an entertain¬ 
ment which he gave a few days after the engage¬ 
ment; where one of the tables was co-Mv and magni¬ 
ficent, and displayed all the variety of delicacies and 
dainties that used to be served at Mardonius’s table; 
mid the other was plain and frugal after the manner 
of the Spartans. Then comparing the two together, 
and causing his officers, whom he had invited on pur¬ 
pose, to observe the difference of them; “ What mad¬ 
ness,” says he, “was it in Mardonius, who was accus¬ 
tomed to such a luxurious diet, to come and attack 
a people like us, that know how to live without any 
such superfluities?” 

All the Grecians sent to Delphi 6 to consult the ora¬ 
cle, concerning the sacrifice it was proper to offer. 
The answer they received from the god was, that they 
should erect an altar to Jupiter the Deliverer; but 
that they should take care not to offer any sacrifice 
upon it, before they had extinguished all the fire in 
the country, because it had been polluted and pro¬ 
faned by the barbarians; and that they should come 


1 IWod. 1. is. e. 70, 80. 

* Eighty thousand crowns French, about 18,000f. ster¬ 
ling. 

8 Victo Mardonio, castra referta regalis opulent!® eapta, 
unde primiim Graeeos, diviso inter se auro Persico, divitia- 
rum luxuria cepit. Justin. 1. ii. c. 14. 

« Cor. Nap. in Puusan. e. 1. 

s Ipsa dissimulationo fam® famam auxit. Tacit. 

e Plul. in Arist. p. 331, 332. 


as far as Delphi to fetch pure fire, which they were 
to take from the altar, called the common altar. 

This answer being brought to the Grecians from 
the oracle, the generals immediately dispersed them¬ 
selves throughout the whole country, and caused all 
the fires to be extinguished: and Euchidas, a citizen 
of Platseae, having taken upon himself to go and fetch 
the sacred fire with all possible expedition, made the 
best of his way to Delphi. On his arrival he purified 
himself, sprinkled his body with consecrated water, 
put on a crown of laurel, and then approached the 
altar, from whence, with great reverence, he took the 
holy fire, and carried it with him to Platreie, where he 
arrived before the setting of the sun,* having travelled 
1000 stadia (which make 125 miles English) in one 
day. As soon as he came back, he saluted his fellow- 
eitizens, delivered the fire to them, fell down at their 
feet, and died in a moment afterwards. His country¬ 
men carried away his body, and buried it in the tem¬ 
ple of Diana, surnamed Eueleia, which signifies, of 
good renown , and put the following Epitaph upon his 
tomb, in the compass of nne verse: Here lies Euchi¬ 
das , tvho went ^rom hence to Delphi, and returned 
back the same day. 

In the next general assembly of Greece, which wa3 
held not long after this occurrence, Aristides proposed 
the following decree; that all the cities of Greece 
should every year send their respective deputies to 
Flatasm, to offer sacrifices to Jupiter the Deliverer , 
and to the gods of the city (this assembly was still 
regularly held in the time of Plutarch;) that every 
five years there should be games celebrated there, 
which should be called the games of liberty; that the 
several states of Greece together should raise a body 
of troops, consisting of 10,000 foot and 1000 horse, 
and should equip a lleet of 100 ships, which should 
be constantly maintained for making war against the 
barbarians; and that the inhabitants of Platreae, solely 
devoted to the service of the gods, should be looked 
upon as sacred and inviolable, and be concerned in 
no other function than that of offering prayers and 
sacrifices for the general preservation and prosperity 
of Greece. 

All these articles being approved of and passed into 
a law, the citizens of Platrem took upon them to so¬ 
lemnize, every year, the anniversary festival in honour 
of those persons that were slain in the battle. The 
order and manner of performing this sacrifice was as 
follows: The sixteenth day of the month Maimacte- 
rion, 7 which answers to our month of December, at 
day-break, they walked in a solemn procession, which 
was preceded by a trumpet that sounded to battle. 
Next to the trumpet marched several chariots, filled 
with crowns and branches of myrtle. After these 
chariots was led a black bull, behind which marched 
a company of young persons, carry ing pitchers in their 
hands, full of wine and milk, the ordinary libations 
offered to the dead, and phials of oil and perfumes. 
All these young persons were freemen; for no slave 
was allowed to have an) r part in this ceremony, which 
was instituted for men who had lost their lives for 
liberty. In the rear of this procession followed the 
archon, or chief magistrate of the Platceans, for whom 
it was unlawful at any other time even so much as to 
touch iron, or to wear any other garment than a white 
one. But upon this occasion, being clad in purple 
raiment, having a sword by his side, and holding an 
urn in his hands, which he took from the place where 
they kept their public records, he marched through 
the city to the place where the tombs of his countiT- 
men were erected. As soon as he came there, he 
drew water with his urn from the fountain, washed 
with his own hands the little columns that belonged 
to tbe tombs, rubbed them afterwards with essence, 
and then killed the bull upon a pile of wood prepared 
for that purpose. After having offered up prayers to 
the terrestrial Jupiter 8 and Mercur}', he invited those 


i Three months after that in which the battle of Plat®® 
w r as fought. Probably these funeral rites were not at first 
performed till the enemy were entirely gone, and the coun¬ 
try was free. 

*« The terrestrial Jupiter is no other than Pluto; and the 
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valiant souls deceased to come to their feast, and to 
partake of their funeral libations; then taking a cup 
in his hand, and having filled it with wine, he poured 
it out on the ground, and said with a loud voice:— 
l present this cup to those valiant men , who died for 
the liberty of the Grecians. These ceremonies were 
annually performed even in the time of Plutarch. 

Diodorus adds, 1 that the Athenians in particular 
embellished the monuments of their citizens, who 
died in the war with the Persians, with magnificent 
ornaments, instituted funeral games to their honour, 
and appointed a solemn panegyric to be pronounced 
over them, which in all probability was repeated eve¬ 
ry year. 

The reader will be sensible, without my observing 
it, how much these solemn testimonies and perpetual 
demonstrations of honour, esteem, and gratitude for 
soldiers, who had sacrificed their lives in the defence 
of liberty, conduced to enhance the merit of valour, 
and of the services they rendered their country, and 
to inspire the spectators with emulation and courage; 
and how exceedingly well calculated all this was to 
cultivate and perpetuate a spirit of bravery in the 
people, and to make their troops victorious and in¬ 
vincible. 

The reader, no doubt, will be as much struck at 
seeing how wonderfully careful and exact these peo¬ 
ple were to acquit themselves on every occasion of the 
duties of religion. The great event which I have just 
been relating, viz. the battle of Platrea?, affords us very 
remarkable proofs of this, in the annual and perpetu¬ 
al sacrihce they instituted to Jupiter the Deliverer , 
which was still continued in the time of Plutarch; in 
the care they took to consecrate the tenth part of all 
their spoil to the gods; and in the decree proposed 
by Aristides to establish a solemn festival for ever, as 
an anniversary commemoration of that success. It is 
a delightful thing, methinks, to see pagan and idola¬ 
trous nations thus publicly confessing and declaring, 
that all their expectations centre in the Supreme Be¬ 
ing; that they think themselves obliged to ascribe the 
success of all their undertakings to him; that they 
look upon him as the Author of all their victories and 
prosperities, as the sovereign ruler and disposer of 
states and empires, as the source from whence all salu¬ 
tary counsels, wisdom, and courage, are derived; and 
as entitled, on all these accounts, to the first and best 
part of their spoils, and to their perpetual acknow¬ 
ledgments and thanksgivings for such distinguished 
favours and benefits. 

SECTION X.— the battle near iviycale. the 

DEFEAT OF THE PERSIANS. 

On the same day that the Greeks fought the battle 
of Plata\ r e, 2 their naval forces obtained a memorable 
victory in Asia over the remainder of the Persian fleet. 
For whilst that of the Greeks lay at iEginn, under 
the command of Leotychidcs, one of the kings of 
Sparta, and of Xanthippns the Athenian, ambassa¬ 
dors came to those generals from the Ionian? to invite 
them into Asia to deliver the Grecian cities from their 
subjection to the barbarians. On this invitation they 
immediately set sail for Asia, and steered their course 
by Delos. While they continued there, other ambas¬ 
sadors arrived from Samos, and brought them intelli¬ 
gence, that the Persian fleet, which had passed the 
winter at Cumne, was then at Samos, where it would 
be an easy matter to defeat and destroy it, earnestly 
pressing them at the same time not to neglect so fa¬ 
vourable an opportunity. The Greeks hereupon sailed 
away directly for Samos. But the Persians, receiving 
intelligence of their approach, retired to Mycale, a 
promontory of the continent of Asia, where their land 
army, consisting of 100,000 men, who were the re¬ 
mainder of those that Xerxes had carried back from 
Greece the year before, was encamped. Here they 
drew their vessels ashore, which was a common prac¬ 
tice among the ancients, and surrounded them with a* 

same epithet of terrestrial was abo given to Mercury; be¬ 
cause it was helicved to be his office to conduct departed 
souls to the infernal regions. 

i Dili. xi. p. 20. 

0 Herod. 1. ix. c. 89—105. Diod. 1. xi. p. 2G—28. 
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strong rampart. The Grecians followed them to the 
very place, and with the help of the lonians defeated 
their land army, forced their rampart, and burnt all 
their vessels. 

The battle of Plataxe was fought in the morning, 
and that of Mycale in the afternoon on the same day: 
and yet all the Greek writers pretend that the victory 
of Platrere was known at Mycale. before the latter en¬ 
gagement was begun, though the whole iEgean sea, 
which requires several clays’ sailing to cross it, was 
between those two places. But Diodorus Siculus 
explains to us this mystery. He tells us, that Leoty- 
chides,observing his soldiers to be much dejected for 
fear their countrymen at Plataeae should sink under 
the numbers of Mardonius’s army, contrived a strata¬ 
gem to reanimate them; and that, therefore, when he 
was just upon the point of making the first attack, 
he caused a rumour to be spread among his troops, 3 
that the Persians were defeated at Plataeae, though at 
that time he had no manner of knowledge ot the 
matter. 

Xerxes, 4 hearing the news of these two great over¬ 
throws, left Sardis with as much haste as he had for¬ 
merly quitted Athens, after the battle of Salamis, and 
retired with great precipitation into Persia, in order 
to put himself, as far as lie possibly could, out of the 
reach of his victorious enemies. But before he set 
out, 5 he gave orders to burn and demolish all the tem¬ 
ples belonging to the Grecian cities in Asia: which 
order was so far executed, that not one escaped, ex¬ 
cept the temple of Diana at Ephesus. He acted in 
this manner at the instigation of the Magi, 6 who were 
professed enemies to temples and images. The se¬ 
cond Zoroaster had thoroughly instructed him in 
their religion, and made him a zealous defender of it. 
Pliny informs us, 7 that Ostanes, the head of, the Magi, 
and the patriarch of that sect, who maintained it3 
maxims and interests with the greatest violence, at¬ 
tended Xerxes upon this expedition into Greece. This 
prince, 8 as he passed through Babylon on his return 
to Susa, destroyed also all the temples in that city, a3 
he had done those of Greece and Asia Minor; doubt¬ 
less, through the same principle, and out of hatred to 
the sect of the Sabaeans, who made use of images in 
their divine worship, which was a thing utterly de¬ 
tested by the Magi. Perhaps, also, the desire of ma¬ 
king himself amends for the expenses incurred in his 
Grecian expedition by the spoil and plunder of those 
temples, might be another motive that induced him 
to destroy them: for it is certain, he found immense 
riches and treasure in them, which had been amassed 
through the superstition of princes and people during 
a long series of ages. 

The Grecian fleet, after the battle of Mycale, set 
sail towards the Hellespont, in order to possess them¬ 
selves of the bridges which Xerxes had caused to be 
laid over that narrow passage, and which they sup¬ 
posed were still entire: but finding them broken 
down by tempestuous weather, Leotychides and his 
Peloponnesian forces returned towards their own 
country. As for Xantbippus, he stayed with the 
Athenians and their Ionian confederates, and they 
made themselves masters of Sestus and the Thracian 
Chersonesus, in which places they found great booty, 
and took a vast number of prisoners. After which, 
on the approach of winter, they returned to their own 
cities. 

From this time all the cities of Ionia revolted from 
the Persians, and having entered into a confederacy 
with the Grecians, most of them preserved their lib¬ 
erty during the time that empire subsisted. 

SECTION XI.— THE BARBAROUS AND INHUMAN 

REVENGE OF AMESTRIS, THE WIFE OF XERXES. 

During the time that Xerxes 
resided at Sardis, 9 he conceived a A. M. 3o25. 
violent passion for the wdfe of his Ant. J. C. 479. 


a What we are told also of Paulus ^milius’s victory over 

the Macedonians, which was known at Rome the very day it 

was obtained, without doubt happened in the same manner 

4 Diod. 1. xi. p. 28. * Strab. 1. xiv. p. 634 

s Cic. 1. ii. dc Leg. n. 29. * Plim b xxx. c. i. 
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brother Masistes, who was a prince of extraordinary 
merit, had always served the king with great zeal and 
fidelity, and had never done any thing to disoblige 
him. The virtue of this lady, her great affection and 
fidelity to her husband, made her inexorable to all 
the king’s solicitations. However, he still flattered 
liimself, that by a profusion of favours and liberalities 
he might possibly gain upon her; and among other 
favours which he conferred upon her, lie married his 
eldest son Darius, whom he intended for his success¬ 
or, to Artainta, this princess’s daughter, and ordered 
that the marriage should be consummated as soon as 
he arrived at Susa. But Xerxes finding the lady still 
no less impregnable, in spite of all his temptations 
and attacks, immediately changed his object, and fell 
passionately in love with her daughter, who did not 
imitate the glorious example of her mother’s constan¬ 
cy and virtue. Whilst this intrigue was carrying on, 
Amestris, wife to Xerxes, presented him with a rich 
and magnificent robe of her own making. Xerxes, 
being extremely pleased with this robe, thought fit 
to put it on upon the first visit he afterwards made to 
Artainta; and in conversation pressed her to let him 
know what she desired he should do for her, assuring 
her, at the same time, with an oath, that he would 
grant her whatever she asked of him. Artainta, upon 
this, desired him to give her the robe he had on. 
Xerxes, foreseeing the ill consequences that would ne¬ 
cessarily ensue upon his making her this present, did 
all that he could to dissuade her from insisting upon 
it, and offered her any thing in the world in lieu of it. 
But not being able to prevail upon her, and thinking 
himself bound by the imprudent promise and oath he 
had made to her, he gave her the robe. The lady no 
sooner received it, than she put it on, and wore it 
publicly by way of trophy. 

Amestris being confirmed in the suspicion she had 
entertained by this action, was enrageu to the last de¬ 
gree. But instead of letting her vengeance fall upon 
the daughter, who was the only offender, she resolved 
to wreak it upon the mother, whom she looked upon 
as the author of the whole intrigue, though she was 
entirely innocent of the matter. For the better exe¬ 
cuting of her purpose, she waited until the. grand 
feast, which was every year celebrated on the king’s 
birth-day, and which was not far off; on which occa¬ 
sion the king, according to the established custom of 
the country, granted her whatever she demanded. 
This day then being come, the thing which she de¬ 
sired of his majesty was, that the wife of Masistes 
should be delivered into her hands. Xerxes, who 
apprehended the queen’s design, and who was struck 
with horror at the thoughts of it, as well as out of re¬ 
gard to his brother, as on account of the innocence 
of the lady, against whom he perceived his wife was 
violently exasperated, at first refused her request, and 
endeavoured ail he could to dissuade her from it. 
But not being able either to prevail upon her, or to 
act with steadiness and resolution himself, he at last 
yielded, and was guilty of complaisance equally weak 
and cruel; making the inviolable obligations of jus¬ 
tice and humanity give way to the arbitrary laws of a 
custom, that had been established solely to give oc¬ 
casion for the doing of good, and for acts of benefi¬ 
cence and generosity. In consequence then of this 
compliance, the lady was apprehended by the king’s 
□ards, and delivered to Amestris, who caused her 
reasts, tongue, nose, ears, and lips, to be cut off, 
ordered them to be cast to the dogs in her own pre¬ 
sence, and then sent her home to her husband’s house 
in that mutilated and miserable condition. In the 
mean time Xerxes had sent for his brother, in order 
to prepare him for this melancholy and tragical ad¬ 
venture. He first gave him to understand, that he 
should be glad he would put away his wife; and, to 
induce him thereto, offered to give him one of his 
daughters in marriage in her stead. But Masistes, 
who was passionately fond of his wife, could not pre¬ 
vail upon himself to divorce her: whereupon Xerxes 
in great wrath told him, that since he refused his 
daughter he should neither have her nor his wife, and 
that he would teach him not to reject the offers his 


master had made him; and with this inhuman reply 
dismissed him. 

This strange proceeding threw Masistes into the 
greatest anxiety, thinking he had reason to apprehend 
the worst; he made all the haste he could home to 
see what had passed there during his absence. On his 
arrival he found his wife in that deplorable condition 
we have just been describing. Being enraged thereat 
to the degree we may naturally imagine, he assem¬ 
bled all his family, his servants and dependants, and 
set out with all possible expedition for Bactriana, 
whereof he was governor, determined, as soon as he 
arrived there, to raise an army and make war against 
the king, in order to avenge himself for this barbarous 
treatment. Bnt Xerxes being informed of his hasty 
departure, and from thence suspecting his design, 
sent a party of horse to pursue him; which, having 
overtaken him, cut him in pieces, together with his 
children and all his retinue. I do not know whether 
a more tragical example of revenge than that which 
I have now related, is to be found in history. 

There is still another action, 1 no less cruel nor im¬ 
pious than the former, related of Amestris. She 
caused fourteen children of the best families in Persia 
to be burnt alive, as a sacrifice to the infernal gods, 
out of compliance with a superstitious custom practi¬ 
sed by the Persians. 

Masistes being dead, 2 Xerxes gave the government 
of Bactriana to his second son Hystaspes, who being 
by that means obliged to live at a distance from the 
court, gave his younger brother Artaxerxes the op¬ 
portunity of ascending the throne to his disadvantage, 
after the death of their father, as will be seen in the 
sequel. 

Here ends Herodotus’s history, viz. at the battle 
of Mycale and the siege of the city of Sestos by the 
Athenians. 

SECTION XII.— THE ATHENIANS REBUILD THE 

WALLS OF THEIR CITY, NOTWITHSTANDING THE 

OPPOSITION OF THE LACEDEMONIANS. 

The war, commonly called the 
war of Media, 3 which had lasted A. M. 3526. 
but two years, being terminated in Ant. J. C. 478. 
the manner we have mentioned, the 
Athenians, on their return to their own country, sent 
for their wives and children, whom they baa com¬ 
mitted to the care of their friends during the war, 
and began to think of rebuilding the city, which had 
been almost entirely destroyed by the Persians, and 
of surrounding it with strong w r alls, in order to secure 
it from future violence. The Lacedaemonians having 
intelligence of this, conceived a jealousy, and began 
to apprehend, that if Athens, which was already very 
powerful by sea, should go on to increase her strength 
by land also, she might take upon her in time to give 
laws to Sparta, and to deprive the latter of that au¬ 
thority and pre-eminence, which she had hitherto ex¬ 
ercised over the rest of Greece. They therefore sent 
an embassy to the Athenians, the purport of which 
was to represent to them, that the common interest 
of Greece required, that there should be no fortified 
city out of the Peloponnesus, lest, in case of a second 
irruption, it should serve for a place of arms for the 
Persians, who would be sure to settle themselves in 
it, as they had done before at Thebes, and who from 
thence would be able to infest the whole country, and 
to make themselves masters of it very speedily. The- 
mistocles, who since the battle of Salamis was greatly 
considered and respected at Athens, easily penetrated 
into the real design of the Lacedaemonians, though*it 
was gilded over with the specious pretext of the pub¬ 
lic good: but, as the latter were able, with the assis¬ 
tance of their allies, to hinder the Athenians, by force, 
from carrying on the work, in case they should posi¬ 
tively and absolutely refuse to comply with their de¬ 
mands, he advised the senate to make use of cunning 
and dissimulation as well as the Lacedaemonians. 


i Herod. 1. vii. c. 114. 4 Diod. 1. xi. p. 53. 
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The answer therefore they made the envoys was, that 
they would send an embassy to Sparta, to satisfy.the 
commonwealth with respect to their apprehensions 
anJ suspicions. Theruistocles caused himself to be 
nominated one of the ambassadors, and warned the 
senate not to let his colleagues set out along with 
him, but to send them one after another, in order to 
gain time for carrying on the work. The matter was 
executed pursuant to his advice; and he accordingly 
went alone to Lacedaemon, where he let a great many 
days pass without v,’siting upon the magistrates, or 
applying to the senate. And, upon their pressing him 
to do it, and asking him the reason why he deferred 
it so long, he made answer, that he waited for the ar¬ 
rival of his colleagues, that they might all have their 
audience of the senate together, and seemed to. be 
very much surprised that they were so long in coming. 
At length they arrived; but all came singly, and at a 
good distance of time from one another. During all 
this interval, the work was carried on at Athens with 
the utmost industry and vigour. The women, chil¬ 
dren, strangers, and slaves, were all employed in it; 
nor was it interrupted night or day. Tne Spartans 
were not ignorant of the matter, and made great com¬ 
plaints of it to Themistocles, who positively denied 
the fact, and pressed them to send other deputies to 
Athens, in order to inform themselves better on the 
suhject, desiring them not to give credit to vague and 
flying reports without foundation. At the same time 
he secretly advised the Athenians to detain the.Spar¬ 
tan envoys as so many hostages, until he and his col¬ 
leagues were returned from their embassy, fearing, 
not without good reason, that they themselves might 
be served in the same manner at Sparta. At last, 
when all his colleagues were arrived, he desired an 
audience, and declared, in full senate, that it was real¬ 
ly true that the Athenians had resolved to fortify their 
city with strong walls; that the work was almost com¬ 
pleted; that they had judged it to be absolutely ne¬ 
cessary for their own security, and for the public good 
of theallies; telling them at the same time, that after 
the great experience they had had of the Athenian 
people’s behaviour, they could not well suspect them 
of being wanting in zeal for the common interest of 
their country ; that, as the condition and privileges of 
all the allies ought to be equal, it was just the Athe¬ 
nians should provide for their own safety by all the 
methods they judged necessary, as well as the other 
confederates; that they had thought of this expedient, 
and were in a condition to defend their city against 
whosoever should presume to attack it; and that as 
for the Lacedaemonians, 1 it was not much for their 
honour that they should desire to establish their power 
and superiority rather upon the weak and defenceless 
condition of their allies, than upon their own strength 
and valour. The Lacedaemonians were extremely 
displeased with this discourse: but either out of a 
sense of gratitude and esteem for the Athenians, who 
had rendered such important services to the country, 
or out of a conviction of their inability to oppose 
their enterprise, they dissembled their resentment; 
and the ambassadors on both sides, having all suita¬ 
ble honours paid them, returned to their respective 
cities. 

Themistocles, 2 who had always his thoughts fixed 
upon raising and augmenting the power and glory of 
the Athenian commonwealth, did not confine his 
views to the walls of the city. He went on with the 
same vigorous application to finish the building and 
fortifications of the Piraeus; for, from the time that he 
had entered into office, be had begun that great work. 
Refore his time they had no other port at Athens than 
that of Phalerus, which was neither very large nor 
commodious, and consequently not capable of answer¬ 
ing the great designs of Themistocles. For this rea¬ 
son lie had cast his eye upon the Piraeus, which 
seemed to invite him by its advantageous situation, 
and by the conveniency of its three spacious havens, 


* Oraviter castigat eos, quod non virtute. Bed imbecilli- 
tate socioruin potentiam qu«vrerent. Justin. 1, ii. c. 15, 
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that were capable of containing above 400 vessels. 
This undertaking was prosecuted with so much dili¬ 
gence and vivacity, that the work was considerably 
advanced in a very little time. Themistocles likewise 
obtained a decree, that every year they should build 
twenty vessels for the augmentation of their fleet; and 
in order to engage a greater number of workmen and 
sailors to resort to Athens, he caused particular pri¬ 
vileges and immunities to be granted in their favour. 
His design was, as I have already observed, to make 
the whole force of Athens maritime; in which he 
followed a very different scheme from what had been 
pursued by their ancient kings, who, endeavouring 
all they could to alienate the minds of the citizens 
from seafaring business and from war, and to make 
them apply themselves wholly to agriculture and to 

S eaceable employments, published this fable : that 
linerva disputing with Neptune to know which of 
them should be declared patron of Attica, and give 
their name to the city newly built, she gained her 
cause by showing her judges the branch of an olive- 
tree, the happy symbol of peace and plenty, which 
she had planted: whereas Neptune had made a fiery 
horse, the symbol of war ana confusion, rise out ol 
the earth before them. 

SECTION XIII.— THE BLACK DESIGN OF THEMIS¬ 
TOCLES REJECTED UNANIMOUSLY EY THE PEO¬ 
PLE OF ATHENS. ARISTIDES’S CONDESCENSION 
TO THE PEOPLE. 

The3HSTOCLES, s who had conceived in his breast 
the design of supplanting the Lacedaemonians, and 
of taking the government of Greece out of their 
hands, in order to put it into those of the Athenians, 
kept his eye and his thoughts continually fixed upon 
that great project. And as he was not very nice or 
scrupulous in the choice of his measures, whatever 
tended towards the accomplishing of the end he had 
in view, he looked upon as just and lawful. On a 
certain day, then, he declared in a full assembly of 
the people, that he had planned a very important de¬ 
sign, but that he could not communicate it to the 
people; because, in order to ensure success, it was 
necessary that it should be carried on with the great¬ 
est secrecy: he therefore desired they would appoint 
a person to whom he might explain himself upon 
the matter in question. Aristides was unanimously 
pitched upon by the whole assembly, and they re¬ 
ferred themselves entirely to his opinion of the affair; 
so great a confidence hacl they both in his probity and 
prudence. Themistocles, therefore, having taken him 
aside, told him, that the design he had conceived was 
to burn the fleet belonging to the rest of the Grecian 
states, which then lay in a neighbouring port, and 
that by this means Athens would certainly become 
mistress of all Greece. Aristides hereupon returned 
to the assembly, and only declared to them, that in¬ 
deed nothing could be more advantageous to the com¬ 
monwealth than Themistocles’s project; but that, at 
the same time, nothing could be more unjust. All 
the people unanimously ordained, that Themistocles 
should entirely desist from his project. We see in 
this instance, that it was not without some foundation 
that the title of Just was given to Aristides, even in 
his lifetime; a title, says Plutarch, infinitely superior 
to all those which conquerors pursue with so much 
ardour, and which in some measure approxiiuates a 
man to the Divinity. 

I know not whether all history can afford us a fact 
more worthy of admiration than this. It is not a com¬ 
pany of philosophers (to whom it costs nothing to es¬ 
tablish fine maxims and sublime notions of morality 
in the schools,) who determine on this occasion, that 
the consideration of profit and advantage ought never 
to prevail in preference to what is honest and. just. 
It is an entire people, who are highly interested in the 
proposal made to them, who are convinced that it 
is of the greatest importance for the welfare of the 
state, and who notwithstanding reject it with unani¬ 
mous consent and without a moment’s hesitation, and 


s Plut. in Themist. p. 121, 122. In Arist. p. 332. 
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that for this only reason, that it is contrary to justice. 
How black and perfidious, on the other hand, was 
the design which Themistocles proposed, of burning 
the fleet of their Grecian confederates, at a time of 
entire peace, solely to aggrandize the power of the 
Athenians! Had he a hundred times the merit that 
is ascribed to him, this single action would be suffi¬ 
cient to sully all the brilliancy of his glory. For it is 
the heart, that is to say, integrity and probity, that 
constitute true merit. 

I am sorry that Plutarch, who generally judges of 
things with great justness, does not seem, on this oc¬ 
casion, to condemn Themistocles. After having spo¬ 
ken of the works he had constructed in the Piraeus, 
he goes.on to the fact in question, of which he says, 
•‘Themistocles projected something still greater, for 
the augmentation of their maritime power.” 1 

The Lacedaemonians having proposed, in the coun¬ 
cil of the Amphictyons, that all the cities which had 
not taken arms against Xerxes should be excluded 
from that assembly, Themistocles, who was appre¬ 
hensive that, if the Thessalians, the Argives, and the 
Thebans were excluded that council, the Spartans 
would by that means become masters of the suffrages, 
and consequently determine all affairs according to 
their pleasure, made a speech in behalf of the cities 
whose exclusion was proposed, and brought the de¬ 
puties that composed the assembly over to his senti¬ 
ments. He represented to them, that the greatest 
part of the cities that had entered into the confedera¬ 
cy, which were hut one-and-thirty in the whole, were 
very small and inconsiderable; that it would therefore 
be a very strange, as well as a very dangerous pro¬ 
ceeding, to deprive all the other cities of Greece of 
their votes and places in the grand assembly of the 
nation, and by tnat means sutler the august council of 
the Amphictyons to fall under the direction and in¬ 
fluence of two or three of the most powerful cities, 
which for the future would give law to all the rest, 
and would subvert and abolish that equality of pow¬ 
er, which was justly regarded as the basis and soul 
of all republics. Themistocles, by this plain and open 
declaration of his opinion, drew upon himself the ha¬ 
tred of the Lacedaemonians, who from that time be¬ 
came his professed enemies. He had also incurred the 
displeasure of the rest of the allies, by the rigorous 
and rapacious manner in which he had exacted con¬ 
tributions from them. 

When the city of Athens was entirely rebuilt, 2 the 
people, finding themselves in a state of peace and 
tranquillity, endeavoured by every method to get the 
government into their own hands, and to make the 
Athenian state an absolute democracy. This design 
of theirs, though planned with the utmost secrecy, 
did not escape the vigilance and penetration of Aris¬ 
tides, who saw all the consequences with w'hich such 
an innovation would be attended. But, as he consi¬ 
dered on one hand, that the people were entitled to 
some regard, on account of the valour they had shown 
in all the battles which had been lately gained; and, 
on the other, that it would be no easy matter to curb 
and restrain a people, who still in a manner had their 
arms in their hands, and who were grown more inso¬ 
lent than ever, from their victories; on these conside¬ 
rations, he thought it proper to observe measures with 
them, and to find out some medium to satisfy and ap¬ 
pease them. He therefore passed a decree, hv which 
it was ordained, that the offices of government should 
be open to all the citizens, and that the archons, who 
were the chief magistrates of the commonwealth, and 
who used to be chosen only out of the richest of its 
members, viz. from amongst those only who received 
at least 500 medimni of grain as the produce of their 
lands, should for the future be elected indifferently 
from the general body of the Athenians, without dis¬ 
tinction. By thus giving up something to the people, 
he prevented all dissensions and commotions, which 
might have proved fatal, not only to the Athenian 
state, but to all Greece. 


SECTION XIV.— THE LACEDEMONIANS LOSE THE 

CHIEF COMMAND, THROUGH THE PRIDE AND AR* 

ROGANCE OF PAUSANIAS. 

The Grecians, 3 encouraged by 
the happy success which had every A. M. 3523. 
w here attended their victorious Ant. J. C. 476. 
arms, determined to send a fleet to 
sea, in order to deliver such of their allies, as were 
still under the yoke of the Persians, out of their 
hands. Pausanias was the commander of the fleet 
for the Lacedaemonians; and Aristides, and Cimon, 
the son of Miltiades, commanded for the Athenians. 
They first directed their course to the isle of Cyprus, 
where they restored all the cities to their liberty; 
then, steering towards the Hellespont, they attacked 
the city of Byzantium, of which they made themselves 
masters, and took a vast number of prisoners, a great 
part of w hom w-ere of the richest and most consider¬ 
able families of Persia. 

Pausanias, who from this time conceived thoughts 
of betraying his country, judged it proper to make 
use of this opportunity to gain the favour of Xerxes. 
To this end he caused a report to be spread amon<* 
his troops, that the Persian noblemen, whom he had 
committed to the guard and care of one of his offi¬ 
cers, had made their escape by night, and were fled, 
whereas he had set them at liberty himself, and sent a 
letter by them to Xerxes, wherein he offered to deli¬ 
ver the city of Sparta, and all Greece, into his hands, 
on condition he would give him his daughter in mar¬ 
riage. The king did not fail to give him a favourable 
answer, and to send him very large sums of money 
also, in order to win over as many of the Grecians as 
he should find disposed to enter into his designs. 
The person he appointed to manage this intrigue with 
him was Artabazns; and in order to enable him to 
transact the matter with the greater ease and securi¬ 
ty, he made him governor of all the sea-coasts of Asia 
ftlinor. . 

Pausanias, 4 who was already dazzled with the pros¬ 
pect of his future greatness, began from this moment 
to change his whole conduct and behaviour. The 
poor, modest, and frugal way of living at Sparta; the 
subjection to rigid and austere law’s, which neither 
spared nor respected any man, but were altogether as 
inexorable and inflexible to the greatest as to those of 
the meanest condition; all this became insupporta¬ 
ble to Pausanias. He could not bear the thoughts of 
going back to Sparta, after having possessed such 
high commands and employments, to return to a state 
of equality, that would confound him with the mean¬ 
est of the citizens; and this was his inducement to 
enter into a treaty with the barbarians. He entirely 
laid aside the manners and behaviour of his country; 
assumed both the dress and haughtiness of the Per¬ 
sians, and imitated them in all their expensive luxury 
and magnificence. He treated the allies with insuf¬ 
ferable rudeness and insolence; never spoke to the 
officers but with menaces and arrogance; required 
extraordinary honours to be paid to him, and by his 
whole behaviour rendered the Spartan dominion odi¬ 
ous to all the confederates. On the other hand, the 
courteous, affable, and engaging deportment of Aris¬ 
tides and Cimon; an infinite remoteness from all im¬ 
perious and haughty airs, which tend only to alienate 
the affections; a gentle, kind, and beneficent disposi¬ 
tion, which showed itself in all their actions, and 
which served to temper the authority of their com¬ 
mands, and to render it both easy and amiable; the 
justice and humanity, conspicuous in every thing they 
did; the great care they took to offend no person 
whatsoever, and to do kind offices to all about them: 
all this hurt Pausanias exceedingly, by the contrast of 
their opposite characters, and increased the general 
discontent. At last this dissatisfaction publicly broke 
out; and all the allies deserted him, and put them¬ 
selves under the command and protection of the Athe¬ 
nians. Thus did Aristides, says Plutarch, by the 
prevalence of that humanity and gentleness, which 
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he opposed to the arrogance and roughness of Pau- 
sauia9, and by inspiring Cimon his colleague with the 
same sentiments, insensibly draw of! the minds of the 
allies from the Lacedemonians without their perceiv¬ 
ing it, and at length deprived them of the command; 
not by open force, or bv sending out armies and fleets 
against them, and still less by making use of any ar- 
iitice or perfidious practices; but by the wisdom and 
moderation ofhis condnet, and by rendering the gov¬ 
ernment of the Athenians amiable. 

It must be confessed at the same time, that the 
Spartan people on this occasion showed a greatness 
of soul, and a spirit of moderation, that can never be 
sufficiently admired: for when they were convinced, 
that their commanders grew haughty and insolent from 
their too great authority, they willingly renounced the 
superiority which they had hitherto exercised over the 
rest of the Grecians, and forbore sending any more 
of their generals to command the Grecian armies, 
choosing rather, adds the historian, to have their citi¬ 
zens wise, modest, and submissive to the discipline 
and laws of the commonwealth, than to maintain their 
pre-eminence and superiority over all the other Gre¬ 
cian states. 

SECTION XV.— PA USAMA S ’ S SECRET conspiracy 

WITH THE PERSIANS. HIS DEATH. 

Upon the repeated complaints 
A. M. 3529. which the Spartan commonwealth 
Ant. J. C.475. received on all hands against Pau¬ 
sanias, 1 they recalled him home to 
give an account of his conduct. But not having suffi¬ 
cient evidence to convict him of having carried on a 
correspondence with Xerxes, they were obliged to 
acquit him on his first trial; after which he returned 
of his own private authority, and without the consent 
and approbation of the republic, to the city of Byzan¬ 
tium, from whence he continued to carry on his se¬ 
cret practices with Artahazus. But, as he was still 
uilty of many violent and unjust proceedings whilst 
e resided there, the Athenians obliged him to leave 
the place; from whence he retired to Colons?, a small 
city r of the Troad. There he received an order from 
the Ephori to return to Sparta, on pain of being de¬ 
clared, in ease of disobedience, a public enemy and 
traitor to his country. He complied with the sum¬ 
mons, and went home, hoping he should still he able 
to bring himself off by dint of money. On his arrival 
he was committed to prison, and was soon afterwards 
brought again upon his trial before the judges. The 
charge brought against him was supported by many 
suspicious circumstances and strong presumptions. 
Several of his own slaves confessed that he had pro¬ 
mised to give them their liberty, in case they would 
enter into his designs, and serve him with fidelity and 
zeal in the execution of his projects. But, as it was 
the custom of the Ephori never to pronounce sen¬ 
tence of death against a Spartan, without a full and 
direct proof of the crime laid to his charge, they 
looked upon the evidence against him as insufficient; 
and the more so, as he was of the royal family, and 
was actually invested with the administration "of the 
regal office: for Pausanias exercised the funelion of 
king, as being the guardian and nearest relation to 
Plistarchus, the son of Leonidas, who was then in his 
minority. He was therefore acquitted a second time, 
and set at liberty. 

Whilst the Ephori were thus perplexed for want of 
clear and plain evidence against the offender, a cer¬ 
tain slave, who was called the Argilian, came to them, 
and brought them a letter, written bv Pausanias him¬ 
self to the king of Persia, which the slave was to have 
carried to Artabazus. It must be observed, by the 
way, that this Persian governor and Pausanias had 
agreed together, immediately' to put to death all the 
couriers they mutually sent to one another, as soon as 
their packets or messages were delivered, that there 
might be no possibility' left of tracing out or discov¬ 
ering their corresponcfence. The Argilian, who saw 
none ofhis fellow-servants, that had been sent, return 
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back again, had some suspicion; and when it came to 
his turn to go, he opened the letter he was entrusted 
with, in which Artabazus was positively desired to 
kill him as soon as he delivered it. This was the 
letter the slave put into the hands of the Ephori; 
who still thought even this proof insufficient m the 
eye of the law, and therefore endeavoured to corro¬ 
borate it by the testimony of Pausanias himself. The 
slave, in concert with them, withdrew to the temple 
of Neptune at Trenarus, as to a secure asylum. Two 
small closets had been purposely made there, in which 
the Ephori and some Spartans hid themselves. The 
instant Pausanias was informed that the Argilian had 
fled to this temple, he hasted thither to inquire the 
reason. The slave confessed that he had opened the 
letter; and that finding by the contents of it he was 
to be put to death, he had fled to that temple to save 
his life. As Pausanias could not deny the fact, he 
made the best excuse lie could; promised the slave a 
great reward, and obliged him to engage not to men¬ 
tion what had passed between them to any person 
whatsoever. 

Pausnnias’s guilt was now but too evident. The 
moment he was returned to the city', the Ephori were 
resolved to seize him. From the aspect of one of those 
magistrates, and from a signal which he made him, 
he plainly perceived that some evil design was medi¬ 
tated against him, and therefore he ran with the ut¬ 
most speed to the temple of Pallas, called Chalcisecos, 
near that plaee, and got into it before the pursuers 
could overtake him. The entrance was immediately 
stopped up with great stones; and history informs ns, 
that the criminal’s mother was the first who brought 
one. They also took otT the roof of the ehapel, and, 
as the Ephori did not dare to take him out of it by 
force, because this would have been a violation of that 
sacred asylum, they resolved to leave him exposed to 
the inclemencies of the weather, and accordingly he 
was starved to death. However, a few minutes before 
he died, they' drew him out of the temple. His eorpse 
was buried not far from that place: but the oracle of 
Delphi, which they consulted soon after, declared, 
that to appease the anger of the goddess, who was 
justly oft’ended on account of the violation of her tem¬ 
ple, two statues must be set up there in honour of 
Pausanias, which was done accordingly. 

Such was the end of Pausanias, whose wild ambi¬ 
tion had stifled in him all sentiments of probity, hon¬ 
our, love of his country, zeal for liberty, and of hatred 
and aversion for the barbarians; sentiments which, m 
some measure, were innate in all the Greeks, and par¬ 
ticularly in the Lacedaemonians. 

SECTION XVI.— THEMISTOCLES, BEING PROSECU¬ 
TED BY THE ATHENIANS AND LACEDEMONIANS, 

AS AN ACCOMPLICE IN PAUSANIAS’S CONSPIRACY, 

FLIES FOR SHELTER TO KING ADMETUS. 

Themistocles u'as also impli¬ 
cated in the charge brought against A. M. 3531. 
Pausanias. 2 He was then in exile. Ant. J, C. 473. 

A passionate thirst of glory, and a 
strong desire of arbitrary power, had made him odi¬ 
ous to Ills fellow-eitizens. He had built, very nearhi9 
house, a temple dedicated to Diana, under the title of 
Diana Aristobula , that is to say, the giver of good 
counsel; as hinting to the Athenians, that he had 
given good counsel to their city, and to all Greece; 
and he also had placed his statue iu it, which was 
standing in Plutarch’s time. It appeared, says he, 
from this statue, that his physiognomy' was as heroic 
as his valour. Finding that men listened with plea¬ 
sure to all the calumnies which his enemies spread 
against him, in order to silence them, he was forever 
expatiating, in all public assemblies, on the services 
he had done his country. As they' were at last tired 
with hearing him repeat the same thing so often, 

“ How!” says he to them, “ are you weary of having 
good ofiices frequently done you by the same per¬ 
sons?” He did not consider, that putting them so 


a Thucyd. 1. i. p. 89, 90. Plut. in Thcmist. p. 123, 124. 
Corn. Nep. in Themist. e. viii. 

X 2 


1 Thucyd. 1. i. p. 86—89. Diod. 1. xi. p. 31—46. Cor. 

Nep. in Pausan. 







HISTORY OF THE 


270 

often in mind of his services, 1 was in a manner re¬ 
proaching- them with their having forgotten them, 
which was not very civil; and he seemed not to 
know, that the surest way to acquire applause, is to 
leave the bestowing of it to others, and to resolve to 
do such things only as are praiseworthy; and that a 
frequent mention of one’s own virtue and exalted 
actions, is so far from appeasing envy, that it only in¬ 
flames it. 

Themistocles, 2 after having been banished from 
Athens, by the ostracism, withdrew to Argos. He 
was there when Pausanias was prosecuted as a traitor 
who had conspired against his country. He had at 
first concealed his machinations from Themistocles, 
though he was one of his best friends; but as soon as 
he saw that he was expelled his country, and highly 
resented that injury, he disclosed his projects to him, 
and pressed him to join in them. To induce him to 
comply, he showed him the letters which the king of 
Persia wrote to him; and endeavoured to animate 
him against the Athenians, by painting then* injustice 
and ingratitude in the strongest colours. However, 
Themistocles rejected with indignation the proposals 
of Pausanias, and refused peremptorily to take any 
partin his schemes: but then he concealed what had 
passed between them, and did not discover the enter¬ 
prise he had formed; whether it was that he imagined 
Pausanias would renounce it of himself, or was per¬ 
suaded that it would be discovered some other way; 
it not being possible for so dangerous and ill-concert¬ 
ed an enterprise to be successful. 

After Pausanias’s death, several letters and other 
tilings were found among his papers, which excited 
violent suspicions of Themistocles. The Lacedaemo¬ 
nians sent deputies to Athens to accuse and have 
sentence of death passed upon him; and such of the 
citizens who envied him joined these accusers. Aris¬ 
tides had now a fair opportunity of revenging hirr.celf 
on his rival, for the injurious treatment he had re¬ 
ceived from him, had'his soul been capable of so 
cruel a satisfaction; but he refused absolutely to join 
in so horrid a combination; being as little inclined to 
delight in the misfortunes of his adversary, as he had 
before been to regret his successes. Themistocles 
answered by letters all the calumnies with which he 
was charged; and represented to the Athenians, that 
as he had ever been fond of ruling, and liis temper 
was such as would not suffer him to be lorded over by 
others, it was highly improbable that he should have 
a design to deliver himself up, and all Greece, to ene¬ 
mies and barbarians. 

In the mean time, the people, wrought upon by his 
accusers, sent some persons to seize him and bring 
him home, that he might be tried by the council of 
Greece. Themistocles, having timely notice of it, 
went into the island of Corcyra, to whose inhabitants 
he formerly had clone some service: however, not 
thinking himself safe there, he fled to Epirus; and 
finding himself still pursued by the Athenians and 
Lacedaemonians, in despair he adopted a very dan¬ 
gerous plan, which was, to fly to Admetus, king of 
the Molossians, for refuge. This prince having for¬ 
merly desired the aid of the Athenians, and being re¬ 
fused with ignominy by Themistocles. who at that 
time presided in the government, had retained the 
deepest resentment on that account, and declared- 
that he would revenge himself, should a favourable 
opportunity ever occur. But Themistocles, imagin¬ 
ing that in the unhappy situation of his affairs, the 
recent envy of his fellow-citizens was more to be fear¬ 
ed than the ancient grudge of that king, was resolved 
to run the hazard of it. When he came into the 
palace of that monarch, upon being informed that he 
was absent, he addressed himself to the queen, who 
received him very graciously, and instructed him in 
the manner in which it was proper for him to make 
his request. Admetus, being returned, Themistocles 
takes the king's son in his arms, seats himself on his 
hearth amidst his household gods, and there, telling 
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him who he was, and the cause why he fled to him 
for refuge, he implores his clemency, owns that his 
life is in his hand, entreats him to forget the past, and 
represents to him, that no action can oe more worthy 
of a great king than to exercise clemency. Admetus, 
surprised and moved with compassion in seeing at his 
feet, in so humble a posture, tne greatest man of all 
Greece, and the conqueror of all Asia, raised him im¬ 
mediately from the ground, and promised to protect 
him against all his enemies. Accordingly, when the 
Athenians and Lacedaemonians came to demand him, 
he refused absolutely to deliver up a person who had 
taken refuge in his palace, in the firm persuasion that 
it would be a sacred and inviolable asylum. 

Whilst he was at the court of this prince, one of 
his friends found an opportunity to carry off his wife 
and children from Athens, and to send them to him; 
for which that person was some time after seized and 
condemned to die. With regard to Themistocles’s 
effects, his friends secured the greatest part of them 
for him, which they afterwards found an opportunity 
to remit to him in his retirement; but all that could 
be discovered, which amounted to 100 talents. 3 was 
carried to the public treasury. When he entered upon 
the administration of the republic, he was not worth 
three talents. I shall leave this illustrious exile for 
some time in the court of king Admetus, to resume 
the sequel of this history. 

SECTION XVII.- ARISTIDES’S DISINTERESTED 

ADMINISTRATION OF THE PUBLIC TREASURE. 

IIIS DEATH AND EULOGIUM. 

I HAVE before observed, that the command of 
Greece had passed from Sparta to the Athenians. 4 
Hitherto the cities and nations of Greece had indeed 
contributed some sums of money towards carrying on 
the expense of the war against the barbarians; but 
this assessment had always occasioned great feuds, 
because it was not made in a just or equal proportion. 
It was thought proper, under this new government, 
to lodge in the island of Delos the common treasure 
of Greece; to enact new regulations with regard to 
the public moneys: and to lay such a tax as might be 
regulated according to the revenue of each city and. 
state; in order that the expenses being equally borne 
by the several members who composed the body of 
tne allies, uo one might have reason to murmur. The 
great point was, to find a person capable of discharg¬ 
ing faithfully an employment of such delicacy, and 
attended with such danger and difficulty, the due ad¬ 
ministration of which so nearly concerned the public 
welfare. All the allies cast their eyes on Aristides; 
accordingly they invested him with full powers, and 
appointed him to levy a tax on each of them, relying 
entirely on his wisdom and justice. 

They had no cause to repent of their choice. He 
presided over the treasury with the fidelity and disin¬ 
terestedness of a man, 5 who looks upon it as a capital 
crime to embezzle the smallest portion of another’s 
property; with ihe care and activity of a father of a 
family, who manages his own estate; and with the 
caution and integrity of a person, who considers the 
public money as sacred. In fine, he succeeded in 
what is equally difficult and extraordinary, v«. in 
acquiring the love of all, in an office in which he that 
escapes the public odium gains a great point. Such 
is the glorious character which Seneca gives of a per¬ 
son charged with an employment of almost the same 
kind, and the noblest eulogium that can be given of 
such as administer the public revenues. It is the ex¬ 
act picture of Aristides. He discovered so much 
probity and wisdom in the exercise of this office, that 
no inan complained; and those times were considered 
ever after, as the golden age, that is, the period in 
which Greece had attained its highest pitch of virtue 
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and happiness. And, indeed, the tax which he had 
fixed, in the whole, at 460 talents, 1 was raised by 
Pericles to GOO, and soon after to 1300 talents: not 
that the expenses of the war were increased, but be¬ 
cause the treasure was employed to very useless pur¬ 
poses, in manual distributions to the Athenians, in 
solemnizing of games and festivals, in building of 
temples and public edifices; not to mention, that the 
bauds of those who superintended the treasury were 
not always so clean and uncorrupt as those of Aris¬ 
tides. This wise and equitable conduct secured him 
to the latest posterity, the glorious surname of the 
Ju'A. 

Nevertheless, Plutarch relates an action of Aris¬ 
tides, which shows that the Greeks (and the same may 
be said of the Romans) had a very narrow and im¬ 
perfect idea of justice. They confined the exercise 
of it to tlie interior, as it were, of civil society; and 
acknowledged that individuals were bound to observe 
strictly its several maxims in their intercourse with 
each other: but with regard to their country, to the 
republic (their great idol, to which they referred every 
thing,) they thought in a quite different manner, and 
imagined themselves obliged to sacrifice to it, through 
principle, not only their lives and possessions, but 
even their religion and the most sacred engagements, 
in contempt of the most solemn oaths. This will ap¬ 
pear evidently in what I am now going to relate. 

After the assessment of the contributions, of which 
I have just spoken, 2 Aristides, having settled the sev¬ 
eral articles of the alliance, made the confederates 
take an oath to observe them punctually, and he him¬ 
self swore in the name of the Athenians; and when 
denouncing the curses which always accompanied 
the oaths, he threw into the sea, pursuant to the usual 
custom, large bars of red hot iron. But the ill state 
of the Athenian a Hairs forcing them afterwards to 
infringe some of those articles, and to govern a little 
more arbitrarily, he entreated them to transfer those 
curses on him, and exonerate themselves thereby of 
the punishment due to such as had forsworn them¬ 
selves, and who had been reduced to it by the un¬ 
happy situation of their affair^. Theophrastus tells 
us, that in general (these ivords are borrowed from 
Flutarch) Aristides, who, in all matters relating to 
himself or the public, prided himself upon displaying 
the most impartial and rigorous justice, used to act, 
during his administration, in several instances, ac¬ 
cording as the exigency of affairs and the welfare of 
his country might require; it being his opinion, that 
a government, in order to support itself, is, on some 
occasions, obliged to have recourse to injustice, of 
which he gives the following example. One day, as 
the Athenians were debating in their council, about 
bringing to their city, in opposition to the articles of 
the treaty, the common treasures of Greece which 
were deposited in Delos: the Samians having opened 
the debate: when it was Aristides’s turn to speak, he 
said, that the removal of the treasure was an unjust 
action, but useful, and made this opinion take place. 
This incident shows, with how great obscurity and 
error the pretended wisdom of the heathens was over¬ 
spread. 

It was scarce possible to have a greater contempt 
for riches than Aristides had. Themistocles, who was 
not pleased with the encomiums bestowed on other 
men, hearing Aristides applauded for the noble disin¬ 
terestedness witli which he managed the public trea¬ 
sures, did but laugh at it: and said, that the praises 
bestowed upon him, showed that he possessed no 
greater merit than that of a strong box, which faith¬ 
fully preserves all the moneys that are shut up in it, 
without retaining any. This low sneer was by way 
of revenge for a stroke of raillery that had stung him 
to the quick. Themistocles one day saying, that, in 
his opinion, the greatest qualification a general could 
possess, was to be able to foresee the designs of an 
enemy: “This qualification,” replied Aristides, “is 
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necessary; but there is another no less noble and 
worthy of a general,—that is, to have clean hands, 
and a soul superior to venality and views of interest.” 
Aristides might very justly answer Themistocles in 

this manner, since he was really very poor, though 
he had possessed the highest employments in tSe 
state. He seemed to have an innate love for pover¬ 
ty; and so far from being ashamed of it, he thought 
it reflected as much glory on him, as all the trophies 
and victories he bad won. History gives us a shin¬ 
ing instance of this. 

Callias, who was a near relation of Aristides, and 
the most wealthy citizen in Athens, was cited to ap¬ 
pear before the judges. The accuser, laying very 
little stress on the cause itself, reproached'him espe¬ 
cially with permitting Aristides, and his wife and chil¬ 
dren, to live in poverty, at a time when he himself 
rolled in riches. Callias, perceiving that these re¬ 
proaches made a strong impression on the judges, 
summoned Aristides to declare before them, wbefher 
lie had not often pressed him to accept of large sums 
of money, and whether he had not obstinately refused 
to accept of his offer, giving for answer that he had 
more reason to boast of his poverty than Callias of 
his riches; that many persons were to be found who 
made a good use of their wealth, but that there were 
few who bore their poverty with magnanimity and 
even with joy; and that none had cause to blush at 
their condition, but such as had reduced themselves 
to it by their idleness, their intemperance, their pro¬ 
fusion or dissolute conduct. Aristides declared that 
his kinsman had told nothing but the truth; 3 and 
added, that a man whose frame of mind is such, as to 
suppress every wish for superfluities, and who con¬ 
fines the wants of life within the narrowest limits; 
besides its treeing him from a thousand importunate 
cares, and leaving him so much master of his time, 
as to devote it entirely to the public; it approximates 
him, in some measure to the Deity, who is wholly 
void of can s or wants. There was no man in the as¬ 
sembly, but, at his leaving it, would have chosen to be 
Aristides, though so poor, rather than Callias with all 
his riches. 

Plutarch gives us, in a few words, Plato’s glorious 
testimony to Aristides’s virtue, for which he looks 
upon him as infinitely superior to all the illustrious 
men who were his contemporaries. Themistocles, 
Cimon, and Pericles, (says he,) filled indeed their city 
with splendid edifices, with porticoes, statues, rich 
ornaments, and other vain superfluities of that kind; 
but Aristides did all that lay in his power to enrich 
every part of it with virtue: now to raise a city to 
true happiness it must he made virtuous, not rich. 

Plutarch takes notice of another circumstance in 
Aristides’s life,, which, though of the simplest kind, 
reflects the greatest honour on him, and may serve as 
an excellent lesson. It is io that beautiful treatise, 4 in 
which he inquires, whether it is proper for old men 
to concern tnemselves with affairs of government; and 
where he points out admirably well, the various ser¬ 
vices they may do the state, even in an advanced age. 
We are not to fancy, says he, that in order to render 
services to one’s fellow-citizens, jt is necessary to 
make great exertions, to harangue the people, to pre¬ 
side in the government, or to head armies: an old 
man, whose mind is informed with wisdom, may, 
without going from his house, exercise a kind of ma¬ 
gistracy in it, which, though secret and obscure, is not 
therefore the less important; and that is, in training 
up youth by good counsel, teaching them the various 
springs of policy, and the path they ought to pursue 
in the management of public affairs. Aristides, adds 
Plutarch, was not always in office, but was always 
of service to his country. His house was a public 
school of virtue, wisdom, and politics. It was open to 
all young Athenians who were lovers of virtue, and 
these used to consult him as an oracle. He gave them 
the kindest reception, heard them with patience, 
instructed them with familiarity: and endeavoured, 
above all things, to animate their courage, and in- 


3 Plut. in compar. Arist. &l Caton. p. 3G5. 

4 Pag. 705. 707. 
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spire them with confidence. It is observed particu¬ 
larly, that Cimon, afterwards so famous, was obliged 
to him for this important service. 

Plutarch divided the life of statesmen into three 
ao-cs. 1 In the first, he would have them learn the 
principles of government; in the second reduce them 
to practice; and in the third, instruct others. 

History does not mention the exact time when, 2 nor 
place where, Aristides died; but then it pays a glo¬ 
rious testimony to his memory, when it assures us, 
that this great man, who had possessed the highest 
employments in the republic, and had the absolute 
disposal of its treasures, died poor, and did not leave 
money enough to defray the expenses of his funeral; 
so that the government was obliged to bear the charge 
of it, and to maintain his family. His daughters were 
married, and Lysimachus his son was subsisted at 
the expense of the Prytaneum; which also gave the 
daughter of the latter, after his death, the pension 
with which those were hononred who had been victo¬ 
rious at the Olympic games. Plutarch relates, on this 
occasion, the liberality of the Athenians in favour of 
the posterity of Aristogiton their deliverer, who had 
fallen to decay; and he adds, that even in his time 
(almost 600 years after) the same goodness and libe¬ 
rality still subsisted. It is glorious for a city to have 
preserved for so many centuries its generosity and 
gratitude; and a strong motive to animate individu¬ 
als, who were assured that their children would enjoy 
the rewards which death prevents themselves from 
receiving. It was delightful to see the remote pos¬ 
terity of the defenders and deliverers of the common¬ 
wealth, who had inherited nothing from their ances¬ 
tors but the glory of their actions maintained for so 
many ages at the expense of the public, in considera¬ 
tion of the services which their families had rendered 
the state. They lived in this manner with much more 
honour, and called up the remembrance of their an¬ 
cestors with much greater splendour, than a multitude 
of citizens, whose fathers had been anxious only to 
leave them great estates, which generally do not 
lon<* survive those who raised them, and often leave 
to their posterity nothing but the odious remembrance 
of the injustice and oppression by which they were 
acquired. 

The greatest honour which the ancients have clone 
to Aristides, is the having bestowed on him the glo¬ 
rious title of the Just. He gained it, not by one par¬ 
ticular occurrence of his life, but by the whole tenor 
of his conduct and actions. Plutarch makes a reflec¬ 
tion on this occasion, which, being very remarkable, 

I think it incumbent on me not to omit. 

Among the several virtues of Aristides, says this 
judicious author, 3 that for which he was most re¬ 
nowned was his justice; because this virtue is of most 
general use; its benefits extend to a greater number 
of persons; and it is the foundation, and in a man¬ 
ner the soul, of every public office and employment. 
Hence it was that Aristides, though in low circum¬ 
stances, and of mean extraction, merited the title of 
Just; a title, says Plutarch, truly royal, or rather tru¬ 
ly divine; but one of which princes are seldom ambi¬ 
tious, because they are ignorant of its beauty and ex¬ 
cellency. They choose rather to be called the takers 
of cities, 4 the thunderbolts of war, victors and con¬ 
querors, and sometimes even eagles and lions; pre¬ 
ferring the vain honour of pompous titles, which con¬ 
vey no other idea than violence and slaughter, to the 
solid glory of those expressive of goodness and vir¬ 
tue. They do not know, continues Plutarch, that of 
the three chief attributes of the Deity, of whom kings 
boast themselves the image, ] mean, immortalit)-, 
power, and justice; that of these three attributes, the 
first of which excites our admiratiou and desire, the 
second fills us with dread and terror, and the third in- 


1 He applies on this occasion the custom used in Rome, 

where the Vestals spent the first ten years in learning their 
office, and this was a kind of nuviciate; the next ten years 
they employed in the exercise of their functions; and the 
last ten in instructing the voung novices in them, 

a Plut. in Arist. p. 334. ‘335. » lb. p. 321, 322. 

4 Poliorcetes, Ceraunus, Nicator. 


spires us with love and respect; this last is the only 
one truly and personally communicated to man, and 
the only one that can conduct him to the other two; 
it being impossible for man to bec.tfme truly immortal 
and powerful, but by being just. 

Before I resume the sequel of 
this history, it may not be improper A. M. 3532. 
to observe, that it was about this A. Rom. 302. 
period that the fame of the Greeks, 
who were still more renowned for the wisdom of their 
polity than the glory of their victories, induced the 
Romans to have recourse to their lights and know¬ 
ledge. Rome, formed under kings, was in want ofi 
such laws as were necessary for the good government 
of a commonwealth. For this purpose the Romans 
sent deputies to copy the laws of the cities of Greece, 5 ^ 
and particularly those of Athens, which were still bet-, 
ter adapted to the popular government that had been*, 
established after the expulsion of the kings. On this 
model, the ten magistrates, called Decemviri, who 
were invested with absolute authority, digested the 
laws of the Twelve Tables, which are the basis of 
the Roman law. 

SECTION XVIII.— DEATH OF XERXES, WHO IS 
KILLED liY ARTABANUS. HIS CHARACTER. 

The ill success of Xerxes in his 
expedition against the Greeks, and A. M. 3531. 
which continued afterwards, at Ant. J. C. 473. 
length discouraged him. 6 Renoun¬ 
cing all thoughts of war and conquest, he abandoned 
himself entirely to luxury and ease, and was studious 
of nothing but his pleasures. Artabanus, 7 a native 
of Hyrcania, captain of his guards, who had long 
beenone of his chief favourites, found that his disso¬ 
lute conduct had drawn upon him the contempt of 
his subjects. He therefore imagined that this would 
be a favourable opportunity to conspire against his 
sovereign, and he carried his ambitious views so far 
as to flatter himself with the hopes of succeeding him 
in the throne. 8 It is very likely that he was excited 
to the commission of this crime from another motive. 
Xerxes had commanded him to murder Darius, his 
eldest son, but for what cause history is silent. As 
this order had been given at a banquet, and when the 
company was heated with wine, he did not doubt but 
that Xerxes would forget it, and therefore was not in 
haste to obey it; however he was mistaken, for the 
king complained of his disobedience, which made Ar- 
tahanus dread his resentment, and therefore he re¬ 
solved to prevent him. Accordingly he prevailed upon 
Mithridates, one of the eunuchs of the palace, and 
high chamberlain, to engage in this conspiracy; and 
by his means entered the chamber where the king 
lay, and murdered him in his sleep. He then went 
immediately to Artaxerxes, the third son of Xerxes. 

He informed him of the murder, charging Darius his 
eldest brother with it; as if impatience to ascend the 
throne had prompted him to that execrable deed. He 
added, that to secure the crown to himself, he was 
resolved to murder him also, for which reason it 
would be absolutely necessary for him to keep upon 
his guard. These words having made the impression 
on Artaxerxes, who was still a youth, which Artaba- 
nus desired, he went immediately into his brother’s 
apartment, where, being assisted by Artabanus and 
his guards, he murdered him. Hystaspes, Xerxes’s 
second son, was next heir to the crown after Darius; 
hut as he was then in Bactriana, of which he was gov¬ 
ernor, Artabanus seated Artaxerxes on the throne, 
with the design of suffering him to enjoy it no longer 
than till he had formed a faction strong enough to 
drive him from it, and ascend it himself. His great 
authority had gained him a multitude of dependants; 


5 Missig. legati Athcnas, jussique inclytas leges Solonis 
dcscribere, et aliarum Groeciae eivitatum instituta, mores, 
juraque nosccre. Decern tabularum legeR perlatae sunt (qui- 
bus adjectie postea dum) qui nunc quoque in hoc immenso 
aliarum super alias privatarum legum eumulo, fons omnis 
publici privatique est juris. Liv. 1. iii. n. 21 yvl 34. 

6 Ctes. c. ii. Diod. 1. xi. p. 52. Justin. «. iii. c. 1. 

' This was not Artabanus the uncle of Xerxes. 

8 Arist. Polit. I. v. c. 10. p. 404. 
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besides this, he had seven sons, who were tall, hand¬ 
some, strong, courageous, and raised to the highest 
employments in the empire. The aid he hoped to 
receive from them, was the chief motive of his raising 
his views so high. But whilst he wa 9 attempting to 
complete his design, Artaxerxes being informed of this 
plot by Megabyzus, who had married one of his sis¬ 
ters, endeavoured to anticipate him, and killed him 
before he had an opportunity of putting his treason 
in execution. His death established this prince in 
the possession of the kingdom. 

Thus we have seen the end of Xerxes, who was 
one of the most powerful princes that ever lived. It 
would be needless for me to anticipate the reader, 
with respect to the judgment he ought to form of him. 
We see him surrounded with whatever is greatest and 
most brilliant in the opinion of mankind; the most 
extensive empire at that time in the world; immense 
treasures, and forces both by land and sea, whose 
number appears incredible. "All these things, how¬ 
ever, are round him, not in him, and add no lustre to 
his natural qualities: but by a blindness too common 
to princes and great men, born in the midst of abun¬ 
dance, heir to boundless power, and a lustre that had 
cost him nothing, he had accustomed himself to judge 
of his own talents and personal merit from the exte¬ 
rior of his exalted station and rank. He disregards 
the wise counsels of Artabanus his uncle, and of De- 
maratus, who alone had courage enough to speak 
truth to him; and he abandons himself to courtiers, 
the adorers of his fortune, whose whole study it was 
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to soothe his passions. He proportions, and pretends 
to regulate, the success of his enterprises, by the ex¬ 
tent of his power. The slavish submission of so many 
nations no longer soothes his ambition; and. disgust¬ 
ed with too easy an obedience, he takes pleasure in 
exercising his power over the elements, in cuttingbis 
way through mountains, and making them navigable; 
in chastising the sea for having broken down his 
bridge, and in foolishly attempting to shackle the 
waves, by throwing fetters into them. Puffed up with 
a childish vanity and a ridiculous pride, he looks upon 
himself as the arbiter of nature: he imagines, that 
not a nation in the world will dare to wail his arrival; 
and fondly and presumptuously relies on the millions 
of men and ships which he drags after him. But 
when, after the battle of Salamis, he beholds the sad 
ruins, the shameful remains, of his numhcrless troops 
scattered over all Greece; 1 he then is sensible of the 
wide difference between an army and a crowd of men. 
In a word, to form a right judgment of Xerxes, we 
need but contrast him with a plain citizen of Athens, 
a Miltiades, Themistocles, or Aristides. In the latter 
we find all the good sense, prudence, ability in war, 
valour, and greatness of soul; in the former we see 
nothing but vanity, pride, obstinacy ; the meanest 
and most grovelling sentiments, and sometimes the 
most horrid barbarity. 


* Stratusquc per totam passim Gra?ciam Xerxes intellcxit, 
quantum ab exercitu turba disiaret. Senec. de Benef. 1. vi. 
c. 32. 
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BOOK VII. 


The first and third chapters of this Book include the history 
of the Persians and Greeks, during forty-eight years and 
some months, whieh contain the reign of Arlaxerxcs Lon- 
gimanus; the last six years of which answer to the six 
first of the Peloponnesian war. This space of time begins 
at the year of the world 3531. and ends at 3570. 

The second chapter comprehends the other transactions of 
the Greeks, which happened both in Sieily and Italy du¬ 
ring the interval above mentioned. ^ 


CHAPTER I. 

This chapter includes the history of the Persians 
end Greeks, from the beginning of the reign of Ar- 
taxerxes to the Peloponnesian war, which began in 
the 42d year of that king’s reign. 

SECTION I.— ARTAXERXES RUINS THE FACTION 
OF ARTABANUS, AND THAT OF HYSTASPES HIS 
ELDER BROTHER. 

The Greek historians give this 
A. M. 3531. prince the surname of Longimanus. 
Ant. J. C. 473. Strabo says, 1 it was because his 
hands were so long, that when he 
stood upright he could touch his knees with them: 
but according to Plutarch, 2 it was because his right 
hand was longer than his left. Had it not been for 


this blemish, he would have been the most graceful 
man of his age. He was still more remarkable for 
his goodness and generosity. He reigned about for¬ 
ty-nine years. 

Although Artaxerxes, 3 by the death of Artabanus, 
was delivered from a dangerous competitor, there still 
were two obstacles in his way, before he could es¬ 
tablish himself in the quiet possession of his throne; 
one of which was his brother Hystaspes, governor of 
Bactriana; and the other, the faction of Artabanus. 
He began by the latter. 

Artabanus had left seven sons, and a great number 
of partisans, who soon assembled to revenge his death. 
These and the adherents of Artaxerxes, fought a 
bloody battle, in which a great number of Persian 
nobles lost their lives. Artaxerxes having at last en¬ 
tirely defeated his enemies, put to death all who had 
engaged in this conspiracy. He took an exemplary 
vengeance of those that were concerned in his father’s 
murder, and particularly of Mithridates the eunuch, 
who had betrayed him: he made him sutler the pun¬ 
ishment of the troughs, which was executed in the 
following manner. He was laid on his back >n a kind 
of horse-trough, and strongly fastened to the four 
corners of it. 4 Every part of him, except his head, his 


* bih. xv. p. 735. 
VOL. I.—35 


* In Artax. p. 1011. 


a Ctes. c. xxx. 


4 Plut. ia Artax. p. 1019. 
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hands, and feet, which came out at holes made for that 
purpose, was covered with another trough. In this 
horrid situation victuals were given him from time 
to time; and in case of his refusal to eat, they were 
forced down his throat; honey mixed with milk was 
given him to drink, and all his face was smeared with 
it, which by that means attracted a numberless multi¬ 
tude of Hies, especially as he was perpetually exposed 
to the scorching rays of the sun. The worms which 
bred in his excrements preyed upon his bowels. The 
criminal lived fifteen or twenty days in inexpressible 
torments. 

Artaxerxes having crushed the faction of Artaba- 
nus, 1 was powerful enough to send an army into Bac- 
triana, which had declared in favour of his brother, but 
he was not equally successful on this occasion. The 
two armies engaging, Hystaspes stood his ground so 
well, that if he did not gain the victory, he at least 
sustained no loss; so that both armies separated with 
equal success; and each retired to prepare for a sec¬ 
ond battle. Artaxerxes having raised a greater army 
than his brother, and having besides the whole em¬ 
pire in his favour, defeated nim in a second engage¬ 
ment, and entirely ruined his party. By this victory 
he secured to himself the quiet possession of the em¬ 
pire. 

To maintain himself on the throne, 2 he removed 
from their employment all such governors of cities 
and provinces as he suspected of holding a correspon¬ 
dence with either of the factions he had overcome, 
and substituted others on whom he could rely. He 
afterwards applied himself to reform the abuses and 
disorders which had crept into the government. By 
this wise conduct and zeal for the public good, he 
soon acquired great reputation and authority, together 
with the love of his subjects, the strongest support of 
sovereign power. 

SECTION II.— THEMISTOCLES TAKES REFUGE 
WITH ARTAXERXES. 

According to Thucydides, The- 
A. M. 3531. niistocles tied to this prince in the 
Ant. J. C. 473. beginning of his reign; but other 
authors, as Strabo, Blutarrh, Dio¬ 
dorus, fix this incident under Xerxes his predecessor. 
Dean Prideaux is of the latter opinion; he likewise 
thinks, that the Artaxerxes in question is the same 
who is called Ahasuerus in Scripture, and who mar¬ 
ried Esther; but we suppose, with the learned arch¬ 
bishop Usher, that it was Darius the son of Hystas¬ 
pes who espoused this illustrious Jewess. I have al¬ 
ready declared more than once, that I would not en¬ 
gage in controversies of this kind; and therefore, with 
regard to this flight of Thfmistoeles into Persia, and 
the history of Esther, I shall follow the opinion of the 
learned Usher, my usual guide on these occasions. 

We have seen that Themistocles had fled to Ad- 
metus, 3 king of the Molossi, and had met with a gra¬ 
cious reception from him ; but the Athenians and 
Lacedaemonians would not suffer him to remain there 
in peace, and required that prince to deliver him up; 
threatening, in case of refusal, to carry their arms in¬ 
to his country. Admetus, who was unwilling to draw 
such formidable enemies upon himself, and much 
more to deliver up the man who had fled to him for 
refuge, informed nim of the great danger to which he 
was exposed, and favoured his flight. Themistocles 
went as far by land as Pydna, a city of Macedonia, 
and there embarked on board a merchant ship which 
was bound to Ionia. None of the passengers knew 
him. A storm having carried this vessel near the 
island of Naxos, then besieged by the Athenians: the 
imminent danger to which Themistocles was exposed, 
obliged him to discover himself to the pilot and mas¬ 
ter of the ship; after which, by entreaties and mena¬ 
ces, he forced them to sail towards Asia. 

Themistocles might on this occasion call to mind an 
expression which his father had made use of, 4 when 


1 Ctes. c. xxxi. * Diod. 1. xi. p. 54. 

3 Tbucyd. I. i. p. 00. 01. Plut. in Thenrtist. p. 125. 127. 
Diod. I. xi. p 42. 44 . Corn. Nop. in Themist. c. viii. x. 

* Plut. in Themist. p. 112. 


he was very young, in order to warn him to lay very 
little stress on the favour of the common people. They 
were then walking together in the harbour. His father 
pointing to some rotten galleys that lay neglected on 
the strand, “Look there,” says he, “son,” pointing 
to them, “ thus do the people treat their governors, 
when they can do them no farther service.” 

He arrived at Cumas, a city of iEolia in Asia Minor. 
The king of Persia had set a price upon his head, 
and promised 200 talents 5 to any person who should 
deliver him up. The whole coast was covered with 
people, who were watching for him. He fled to 
iEga?, a little city of jEolia, where no one. knew him 
except Nicogenes, at whose house he lodged. He 
was the most wealthy man in that country, and very 
intimate with all the lords of the Persian court. The¬ 
mistocles was concealed some days in his house, till 
Nicogenes sent him under a strong guard to Susa, in 
one of those covered chariots in which the Persians, 
who were extremely jealous, used to carry their 
wives; those who conducted him telling every body, 
that they were carrying a young Greek lady to a 
courtier of great distinction. 

Being come to the Persian court, be waited upon 
the captain of the guards, and told him that he was a 
Grecian by birth, and begged the king would admit 
him to audience, as he had matters of great impor¬ 
tance to communicate to him. The officer informed 
him of a ceremony which he knew was offensive to 
some Greeks, but without which none were allowed 
to speak to the king; and this was, to fall prostrate 
before him. “Our laws,” says he, “ command us to 
honour the king in that manner and to worship hint 
as the living image of the immortal God, who main¬ 
tains and preserves all things.” Themistocles prom¬ 
ised to comply. Being admitted to audience, he fell 
on his face before the king, after the Persian manner; 
and afterwards rising up, “ Great king,” 6 says he by 
an interpreter, “I am Themistocles the Athenian, 
who having been banished by the Greeks, am come 
to your court in hopes of finding an asylum. I have 
indeed brought many calamities on the Persians; but 
on the other side, I have done them no less services 
by the salutary advice I have given them more than 
once; and I am now able to do them more important 
services than ever. My life is in your hands. You 
may now exert your clemency, or display your ven¬ 
geance; by the former you will preserve your sup¬ 
pliant; and by the latter you will destroy the greatest 
enemy of Greece.” 

The king made him no answer at this audience, 
though he was struck with admiration at bis great 
sense and boldness; but history informs us, that in 
company of his friends, he congratulated himself upon 
his good fortune, and considered Themistocles’s ar¬ 
rival as a very great happiness; that be implored his 
god Arimanius always to inspire his enemies with 
such thoughts, and to prompt them to banish, and 
thus to deprive themselves of, their most illustrious 
personages. It is added, that when this king was 
asleep, he started up three times through excess of joy, 
and cried, “ I have got Themistocles the Athenian!” 

The next morning, at day-break, he sent for the 
greatest lords of his court, and commanded Themis¬ 
tocles to be brought before him, who expected no¬ 
thing but destruction; especially after what one of his 
guards, upon hearing his name, had said to him the 
night before, even in the presence-chamber, just a3 
he had left the king, “Thou serpent of Greece, thou 
compound of fraud and malice, the good genius of 
our prince brings thee hither!” However, the seren¬ 
ity which appeared in the king’s face seemed to pro¬ 
mise him a favourable reception. Themistocles was 
not mistaken; for the king began by making him a 
present of 200 talents, 7 which sum he had promised 


* Two hundred thousand crowns ; or about 45,000/. ster¬ 
ling. 

e Thucydides attributes to him very near the same words; 
hut as forming a letter which he wrote to the king before ho 
was introduced to him. 

■> Two hundred thousand French crowns; or about 45,« 
000/. sterling. 
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to any one who should deliver him up, which conse¬ 
quently was his due, as Themistocles had brought him 
his head, by surrendering himself to him. He after¬ 
wards desired him to give an account of the a flairs 
of Greece. But as Themistocles could not express 
his thoughts to the king without the assistance of an 
interpreter, he desired time might be allowed him to 
lenrn the Persian tongue; hoping he then should be 
able to explain those things which he was desirous of 
communicating to him, better than he could by the 
aid of a third person. It is the same, says he, with 
the speech of a man, as with a piece of tapestry, which 
must bespread out and unfolded, to show the figures 
and beauty of the work. His request being granted, 
Themistocles, in the space of twelve months, made 
so great a progress in the Persian language, that he 
spoke it with greater elegance than the Persians 
tnemselves,and consequently could converse with the 
king without the help of an interpreter. This prince 
treated him with uncommon marks of friendship and 
esteem; he made him marry a lady descended from 
one of the noblest families in Persia; gave him a pa¬ 
lace and an equipage suitable to it, and settled a no¬ 
ble pension on him. He used to carry him abroad on 
his parties of hunting, and invited him to every ban¬ 
quet and entertainment; and sometimes conversed 
privately with him, so that the lords of the court grew 
jealous and uneasy upon that account. He even pre¬ 
sented him to the princesses, who honoured him with 
their esteem, and received his visits. It is observed 
as a proof of the peculiar favour showed him, that by 
the king’s special order, Themistocles was admitted 
to hear the lectures and discourses of the Magi, and 
was instructed by them in all the secrets of their phi¬ 
losophy. 

Another proof of his great influence is related. 
Demaratus of Sparta, who was then at court, being 
commanded by the king to ask any thing of him, he 
desired that he might be suffered to make his entry on 
horseback into the city of Sardis, with the royal tiara 
on his head: a ridiculous vanity! equally unworthy of 
the Grecian grandeur, and the simplicity of a Lace¬ 
daemonian! The king, exasper ated at the insolence 
of his demand, expressed his disgust in the strongest 
terms, and seemed resolved not to pardon him; but 
Themistocles having interceded, the king restored 
him to favour. 

In fine, the credit and influence of Themistocles 
was so great, that under the succeeding reigns, in 
which the affairs of Persia were still more mixed with 
those of Greece, whenever the kings were, desirous 
of engaging any Greek in their service, they used to 
declare expressly in their letters, that he should be in 
greater favour with them than Themistocles had been 
■with Artaxerxes. 

It is said also that Themistocles, when in his most 
flourishing condition in Persia, honoured and esteem¬ 
ed by all the world, who were emulous in making 
their court to him, said one day, when his table w T as 
covered magnificently: “Children, we should have 
been ruined, if we bad not been ruined.” 

But at last, as it was judged necessary for the king’s 
interest that Themistocles should reside in some city 
of Asia Minor, that he might be ready on any occa¬ 
sion which should present itself; he was accordingly 
sent to Magnesia, situated on the Meander; and be¬ 
sides the wnole revenues of that city (w'bich amount¬ 
ed to fifty talents 1 every year,) he had those ofMyus 
and Lampsacus assigned him for his maintenance. 
One of the cities was to furnish him with bread, an¬ 
other with wine, and a third with other provisions. 
Some authors add two more, vis. for his furniture and 
clothes. Such w r as the custom of the ancient kings 
of the East: instead of settling pensions on persons 
whom they rewarded, they gave tbem cities, and 
sometimes even provinces, which under the name of 
bread, wine, &c. were to furnish them abundantly 
with all things necessary for supporting, in a magni¬ 
ficent manner, their household establishment. The¬ 
mistocles lived for some years in Magnesia in the 


utmost splendour, till he came to his end in the man¬ 
ner which will be related hereafter. 

SECTION III,— CIMON BEGINS TO MAKE A FIGURE 
AT ATHENS. HIS FIRST ACHIEVEMENTS. A 
DOUBLE VICTORY" GAINED OVER THE PERSIANS, 
NEAR THE RIVER EURY'MEDON. DEATH OF THE¬ 
MISTOCLES. 

The' Athenians having lost one. 
of their most distinguished citizens, 2 A. M. 3533. 
as well as ablest generals, by the Ant. J. C. 471. 
banishment of Themistocles, endea¬ 
voured to retrieve that loss, by bestow ing the com¬ 
mand of the armies on Cinion, w ho w as not inferior 
to him in merit. 

He spent bis youth in such excesses as did him no 
honour, and presaged no good with regard to his fu¬ 
ture conduct. The example of this illustrious Athe¬ 
nian, 3 who passed his juvenile years in so dissolute 
a manner, and afterwards rose to so exalted a pitch 
of glory, shows, that parents must not always despair 
of a son, w hen wild and irregular in his youth; espe¬ 
cially when nature has endued him with genius, good¬ 
ness of heart, generous inclinations, and an esteem 
for persons of merit. Such was the character of C;- 
nron. The ill reputation he had drawn upon himself 
having prejudiced the people against him, he at first 
was very ill received by them; when, being discour 
aged by this repulse, he resolved to lay aside all 
thoughts of concerning himself with public business. 
But Aristides perceiving, through all his faults, tha*. 
he possessed many fine qualities, consoled him, in¬ 
spired him with hope, pointed out the path he should 
take, instilled good principles into him, and did not a 
little contribute, by the excellent instructions he gave 
him, and the affection he expressed for him on all oc¬ 
casions, to make him the man he aftenvards appeared. 
What more important service could he have done his 
country? 

Plutarch observes, 4 that after Cimon had laid aside 
his juvenile extravagances, his conduct was in every 
respect great and noble: and that he was not inferior 
to Miltiades either in courage and intrepidity, nor to 
Themistocles in prudence and sense; but that he was 
more just and virtuous than either of them; and that 
without being at all inferior to them in military excel¬ 
lence, he far surpassed them in the practice of the 
moral virtues. 

It would be of great advantage to a state, if those 
who excel in particular professions would take plea¬ 
sure, and make it their duty, to. fashion and instruct 
such youths as are remarkable for the pregnancy of 
their parts and goodness of disposition. They would 
thereby have an opportunity of serving their country 
even after their death, and of perpetuating, in the 
person of their pupils, a taste and inclination for true 
merit, and the practice of the wisest maxims. 

The Athenians, a little after Themistocles had left 
his country, having put to sea a fleet under the com¬ 
mand of Cimon the son of Miltiades, took F.ion, on 
the banks of the Strymon, Ampbipolis, and other pla¬ 
ces of Thrace; and as this was a very fruitful country, 
Cimon planted a colony in it, and sent 10,000 Athe¬ 
nians thither for that purpose. 

The fate of Eion is too singular to be omitted here. 5 
Boges 6 w ? as governor of it under the king of Persia, 
and” acted with such a zeal and fidelity for his sove¬ 
reign, as have few examples. When besieged by 
Cimon and the Athenians, it was in his power to have 
capitulated upon honourable terms, and to have re¬ 
turned to Asia with his family and all his effects. 
However, being persuaded he could not do this writh 
honour, he resolved to die rather than surrender. The 
city W'as assaulted with the utmost fury, and he de¬ 
fended it with incredible bravery. Being at last in 
the utmost want of provisions, he threw from the walls 

a Piod. 1. si. p. 45. Plut. in Cim. p. 482, 483. 

s riut. in Cim. p. 480. 4 Ibid. p. 481. 

s Herod. 1. vii. c. 107. Plut. p. 4S2. 

e Plutarch calls him Butis. Herodotus seems to place thin 
history under Xerxes; but it is more probable that it hap¬ 
pened uuder Artaxerxes his successor. 


1 Fifty thousand crowns; or, about 11.250J. sterling. 
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into the river Strymon all the gold and silver in the 
lace; then caused fire to be set to a pile, and having 
illed his wife, his children, and his whole family, he 
threw them into the midst of the flames, and after¬ 
wards rushed into them himself. The king of Persia 
could not but admire, and at the same time bewail, so 
surprising an example of generosity. The heathens, 
indeed, might give this name to what is rather savage 
ferocity and barbarity. 

Cimon made himself master also of the island of 
Scyros, where he found the bones of Theseus, the 
son of zEgeus, who had fled from Athens to that city, 
and there ended his days. An oracle had command¬ 
ed that search should be made after his bones. Cimon 
put them on board his galley, adorned them magnifi¬ 
cently, and carried them to his native country, near 
COO years after Theseus had left it. The people re¬ 
ceived them with the highest expressions of joy; and, 
to perpetuate the remembrance of this event, they in¬ 
stituted games in which the tragic poets were to try 
their skill, which became very famous,and contributed 
exceedingly to the improvement of the drama by the 
wonderful emulation it excited among the tragic 
poets, whose pieces were represented on the stage. 
For Sophocles, who was then a young man, having 
brought his first play on the stage, the archon, who 
presided at these games, observing there was a strong 
faction among the spectators, prevailed with Cimon 
and the rest of the generals his colleagues (who were 
ten in number, and chosen one ont of each tribe,) to 
sit as judges. The prize was adjudged to Sophocles, 
which so deeply afflicted iEschylus, who till then had 
been considered as the greatest dramatic poet, that 
Athens became insupportable to him, and he with¬ 
drew to Sicily, where he died. 

The confederates had taken a great number of 
barbarian prisoners in Sestus and Byzantium;> and, 
as a proof of the high regard they nad for Cimon, 
entreated him to distribute the booty. Accordingly, 
Cimon placed all the captives (stark naked) on one 
side, and on the other all their riches and spoils. The 
allies complained of this partition as too unequal; 
but Cimon giving them the choice, they immediately 
took the riches which belonged to the Persians, and 
left the prisoners for the Athenians. Cimon there¬ 
fore set out with his portion, and was considered very 
little qualified to settle the distribution of prizes: for 
the allies carried off a great number of chains, neck¬ 
laces, and bracelets of gold; a large quantity of rich 
habits, and fine purple cloaks; whilst the Athenians 
had for their share only a multitude of human crea¬ 
tures, quite naked, and unfit for labour. However, 
the relations anu friends of these captives came soon 
after from Phrygia and Lydia, and purchased them all 
at a very high price; so, that, with the money arising 
from their ransom, Cimon had enough to maintain his 
fleet four months; besides a great sum of money 
which was put into the public treasury, not to men¬ 
tion what he had himself for his own share. He af¬ 
terwards used to take exceeding pleasure, in relating 
this adventure to his friends. 

He made the best use of his riches, 2 as Gorgias the 
rhetorician has happily expressed it in few. but strong 
and elegant words. “Cimon,” says he, 3 “amassed 
riches only to use them; and he employed them so as 
to acquire esteem and honour.” We may here per¬ 
ceive (by the way) what was the scope and aim of 
the most exalted actions of the heathens; and with 
what justice Tertullian defined a Pagan, how perfect 
soever he might appear, a vain-glorious animal, ani¬ 
mal gloria. The gardens and orchards of Cimon 
were always open, by his order, to the citizens in gen¬ 
eral; who were allowed to gather whatever fruits 
they pleased. His table was daily covered in a frugal 
but polite manner. It was entirety different from those 
delicate and sumptuous tables, to which only a few 
persons of great distinction are admitted; and which 


* Pint, in Cim. p. 434. 

9 Plut. in Cim. p. 484. Cornel. Nep. in Cim. c, iv. Athen. 
L xii. p. 533. 

* tov Ke.uoM'x tx X£>j/xxtx xtko-Scu fttv wg 
Si i£j Tijuairo. 


are covered merely to display a vain magnificence or 
elegance of taste. That of. Cimon was plain, but 
abundant; and all the poor citizens were received at 
it without distinction. In thus banishing from his en¬ 
tertainments whatever had the least air of ostentation 
and luxury, he reserved to himself an inexhaustible 
fund, not only for the expenses of his house, but for 
the wants of his friends, his domestics, and a very great 
number of citizens; demonstrating, by this conduct, 
that he knew much better than most rich men the true 
use and value of riches. 

He was always followed by some servants, who 
were ordered to slip privately a piece of money into 
the hands of such poor as they met, and to give 
clothes to those who were in want of them. He often 
buried such persons as had not left money enough 
behind them to defray the expenses of their funeral; 
and what is worthy of admiration, and which Plutarch 
does not fail to observe, he did not act in this manner 
to gain credit among the people, nor to purchase their 
voices: since we find him, on all occasions, declaring 
for the contrary faction, that is, in favour of such citi¬ 
zens as were most considerable for their wealth or 
authority. 

Although he saw all the rest of the governors of 
his time enrich themselves by the plunder and oppres¬ 
sion of the public,4 he was always incorruptible, and 
his hands were never stained with extortion, or the 
smallest present; and he continued, during his whole 
life, not only to speak, but to act, gratuitously, and 
without the least view of interest, whatever he thought 
might be of advantage to the commonwealth. 

To a great number of other excellent qualities, Ci- 
mon united sound sense, extraordinary prudence, and 
a profound knowledge of the genius and characters 
of men. The allies, besides the sums of money in 
which each of them was taxed, were to furnish a cer¬ 
tain number of men and ships. Several among them, 
who, ever since the retreat of Xerxes, were studious 
of nothing but their ease, and applied themselves en¬ 
tirety to the cultivation of their lands, in order to free 
themselves from the toils and dangers of war, chose 
to furnish their quota in money rather than in men, 
and left to the Athenians the care of manning with 
soldiers and rowers the ships they were obliged to 
furnish. The other generals, who had no forecast and 
penetration into the future, gave such of the allies 
as acted in this manner some uneasiness at first, and 
were for obliging them to observe the treaty literally. 
But Cimon, when in power, acted in a quite different 
manner, and suffered them to enjoy the tranquillity 
they chose; plainly perceiving, that the allies, instead 
of being, as formerly, warlike in the field, would in¬ 
sensibly lose their martial spirit, and be fit for nothing 
but husbandry and trade; whilst the Athenians, by 
exercising the oar, and having arms in their hands 
perpetually, would be more and more inured to the 
fatigues of war, and daily increase in power. What 
Cimon had foreseen happened; these very people 
purchased themselves masters at their own expense; 
so that they who before had been companions and 
allies, became in some measure the subjects and tri¬ 
butaries of the Athenians. 

No Grecian general ever gave so 
great a blow to the pride and haugh- A. M. 3534. 
tiness of the Persian monarch as Ant. J. C. 470. 
Cimon. 6 After the barbarians had 
been driven out of Greece, he did not give them time 
to take breath; but sailed immediately after them with 
a fleet of upwards of 200 ships, took their strongest 
cities, and brought over all their allies; so that the 
king of Persia had not one soldier left in Asia, from 
Ionia to Pamphylia. Still pursuing his point, he had 
the boldness to attack the enemy’s fleet, though much 
stronger than his own. It lay near the mouth of the 
river Eurymedon, and consisted of 350 sail of ships, 
supported by the land army on the coast. It was 
soon put to flight, and more than 200 sail were taken, 
besides those that were sunk. A great number of the 


* Plut. in Cim. p. 485. 

e Plut. in Cim. p. 485—487. Thucyd. 1. i. p. 66. Diod. 
1. xi. p. 45—47. 
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Persian had left their ships, and leaped into the sea, 
ill order to join their land army which lay on the 
shore. It was very hazardous to attempt a descent in 
sight of the enemy; and to lead on troops, which 
were already fatigued by their late battle, against fresh 
forces much superior in number. However, Cimon, 
finding that the whole army was eager to engage the 
barbarians, thought proper to take advantage of the 
ardour of the soldiers, who were greatly animated 
with their first success. Accordingly he landed, 1 and 
marched them directly against the barbarians, who 
waited resolutely for their coming up, and sustained 
the first onset with much valour; however, being at 
last obliged to give way, they fled. A great slaughter 
ensued, and an infinite number of prisoners and im¬ 
mensely rich spoils were taken. Cimon having, in one 
tiny, gained two victories, which almost equalled those 
of Salami's and Platseae; to crown all, sailed out to 
meet a reinforcement of eighty-four Phomician ships, 
which were coming from Cyprus to join the Persian 
fleet, and knew nothing of what had passed. They 
were all either taken or sunk, and most of the soldiers 
were killed or drowned. 

Cimon, after these glorious exploits, returned in tri¬ 
umph to Athens; and employed part of the spoils in 
fortifying the harbour, and in beautifying tne city. 
The riches which a general amasses in the field, are 
applied to the noblest uses when they are disposed of 
in this manner, and reflect infinitely greater honour 
upon him, than if he expended them in building mag¬ 
nificent palaces for himself, which must one time or 
other devolve to strangers; whereas works, built for 
public use, are his property, in some measure, for 
ever, and transmit his name to the latest posterity. 
It is well known that such embellishments in a city 
give infinite pleasure to the people, 2 who are always 
struck with works of this kind; and this, as Plutarch 
observes in the life of Cimon, is one of the surest, 
and, at the same time, the most lawful, methods of 
acquiring their friendship and esteem. 

The year following, 3 this general 
A. M. 3535. sailed towards the Hellespont; and 
Ant. J. C. 469. having driven the Persians out of 
the Thracian Chersonesus, of which 
they had made themselves masters, he conquered it 
in the name of the Athenians, though he hirtiself had 
more right to it, as Miltiades his father had been its 
sovereign. He afterwards attacked the people of the 
island of Thasos, who had revolted from the Atheni¬ 
ans, and defeated their fleet. They maintained their 
revolt with an almost unparalleled obstinacy and fury. 
As if they had been in arms against the most cruel 
and harbarous enemies, 4 from whom they had the 
worst nf evils to fear, they made a law, that the first 
man who should only mention the concluding a treaty 
with the Athenians, should be put to death. The 
siege was carried on three years, during which the in¬ 
habitants' suffered all the calamities of war with the 
same obstinacy. The women were no less inflexible 
than the men; 5 for, when the besieged wanted ropes 
for their military engines, all the women cut off their 
hair with the greatest readiness, and applied it to that 
purpose. The city being reduced to the utmost dis¬ 
tress by famine, which daily swept away a great num¬ 
ber of the inhabitants, Hegetorides, a Thracian, 
deeply afflicted with seeing such multitudes of his fel¬ 
low-citizens perish, resolutely determined to sacrifice 
Ills life for tne preservation of his country. Accord- 
ingly, he put a halter.round his neck, and presenting 
himself to the assembly, “ Countrymen,” says he, “ do 
with me as you please, and do not spare me, if you 
judge proper; but let my death save the rest of the 
people, and prevail with you to abolish the cruel law 
you have enacted, so contrary to your welfare.” The 
Thracians, struck with these words, abolished the 


» Wc do not find that the ancients made use of long boats 
in making a landing; the reason of which perhaps was, that 
as their galleys were flat-bottomed, they ran in to shore 

Without any difficulty. 

3 Plut. de irerend. rep. p. SIB. 

* Plut. in Cim. p. 437. Thucyd. 1. i. p. GC\ G7. Diod. I. 

xi. *'Polyien. Sir. 1. ii. 
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law, hut would not suffer it to cost so generous a 
citizen his life. They surrendered themselves to the 
Athenians, who spared their lives, and only disman¬ 
tled their city. 

After Cimon had landed his troops on the shore 
opposite to Thrace, he seized on all the gold-mines in 
that quarter, and subdued every part of that country 
as far as Macedonia. He might nave attempted the 
conquest of that kingdom; and, in all probability, 
could have easily possessed himself of part of it, had 
he thought fit to improve the opportunity. And in¬ 
deed, for his neglect on this point, on his return to 
Athens, he was prosecuted, as having been bribed by 
the. money of the Macedonians and of Alexander, 
their king. But Cimon had a soul superior to all 
temptations of that kind, and proved his innocence in 
the clearest light. 

The conquests of Cimon 6 and the 
power of the Athenians, which in- A. M. 3538, 
creased every day, gave Artaxerxes Ant. J. C. 466. 
great uneasiness. To prevent the 
consequences, he resolved to send Themistocles into 
Attica, with a great army, and accordingly proposed 
it to him. 

Themistocles was in great perplexity on this occa¬ 
sion. On one side, the remembrance of the favours 
which the king had heaped upon him; the positive 
assurances he had given that monarch, to serve him 
with the utmost zeal on all occasions; the urgency of 
the king, who claimed his promise; all these consi¬ 
derations would not permit him to refuse the com¬ 
mission. On the other side, the love of his country, 
which the injustice and ill treatment of his fellow- 
citizens could not banish from his mind; his strong 
reluctance to sully the glory of his former laurels and 
mighty achievements by so ignominious a step; per¬ 
haps, too, the fear of being unsuccessful in a war, in 
which he should be opposed by excellent generals, 
and particularly by Cimon, who hitherto bad been as 
successful as valiant; these different reflections would 
not suffer him to declare against his country, in an 
enterprise which, whether successful or not, could not 
but reflect shame on himself. 

To rid himself at once of all these inward strug¬ 
gles, he resolved to put an end to his life, 7 , as the only 
method he could devise not to be wanting in the duty 
which he owed his country, nor to the promises he 
had made the prince. He therefore prepared a so¬ 
lemn sacrifice, to which he invited all his friends; 
when, after embracing them all, and taking a last 
farewell of them, he drunk bull’s blood; or, according 
to others, swallowed a dose of poison, and died in 
this manner at Magnesia, aged threescore and five 
years, the greatest part of which he bad spent either 
in the government of the republic, or the command of 
the armies. When the king was told the cause and 
manner of his death, 8 he esteemed and admired him 
still more, and continued his favour to his friends and 
domestics. But the unexpected death of Themistocles 
proved an obstacle to the design that he meditated 
of attacking the Greeks. The Magnesians erected a 
splendid monument to the memory of that general in 
the public square, and granted peculiar privileges and 
honours to his descendants. They continued to enjoy 
them in Plutarch’s time, that is, near 600 years after, 
and his tomb was still standing. 

Atticus, 9 in the beautiful dialogue of Cicero, enti¬ 
tled Brutus, refutes, in an agreeable and ingenious 
manner, the tragical end which some writers ascribe 
to Themistocles, as related above; pretending that 
the whole is a fiction, invented by rhetoricians, who, 
on the bare rumour that this great man died by poison, 
had of themselves added all the other particulars to 
embellish the story, which otherwise would have been 
very dry and uninteresting. He appeals for this to 
Thucydides, that judicious historian, who was an 
Athenian, and almost contemporary with Themisto¬ 
cles. This author indeed owns, that a report had pre- 


6 Thucyd. I. i. p. fl2. Plut. in Themist. p. 127. 
i The wisest heathens did not think a man was allowed to 
lay violent hands on himself. 

a Cic. do Suiiee. n. 72, 8 Brut. n. 42, 43 
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vailed, that this general had poisoned himself; how¬ 
ever, his opinion was, that he died a natural death, 
and that his friends conveyed his bones secretly to 
Athens, where, in Pausanias’s time, 1 his mausoleum 
was standing near the great harbour. This account 
seems much more probable than the other. 

Thcmistocles was certainly one of the greatest men 
that Greece ever produced. He had a great soul, 
and invincible courage, which was even inflamed by 
danger; was fired with an incredible thirst for glory, 
which sometimes his patriotism would temper and 
allay, but which sometimes carried him too far; his 
presence of mind was such, 2 that it immediately sug¬ 
gested whatever course was most necessary to pur¬ 
sue: in fine, he had a sagacity and penetration that 
revealed to him in the clearest light, the most secret 
designs of his enemies; and caused him to adopt long 
beforehand the several measures which were requisite 
to disconcert them, and inspire him with great, noble, 
bold, extensive views with regard to the honour of 
his country. The most essential qualities of the heart 
were, however, wanting in him, I mean, probity, sin¬ 
cerity, equity, and good faith; nor was he altogether 
free from suspicions of avarice, which is a great ble¬ 
mish in the character of a statesman. 

Nevertheless, 3 4 a noble sentiment as well as action 
is related of him, which speak a great and disinter¬ 
ested soul. His daughter being asked of him in mar¬ 
riage,* he preferred an honest poor man to a rich one 
of an indifferent character; and gave for his reason, 
“That in the choice of a son-in-law, he would much 
rather have merit without riches, than riches without 
merit.” 

SECTION IV.— THE REVOLT OF THE EGYPTIANS 
AGAINST PERSIA, SUPPORTED BY THE ATHENI¬ 
ANS. 

The Egyptians, 5 * * 8 in the mean 
A. M. 3544. time, to free themselves from a for- 
Ant. J. C. 560. eign yoke, which was insupportable 
to them, revolted from Artaxerxcs, 
and made Inarus, prince of the Lybians, their*king. 
They called in to their assistance the Athenians wfio 
having at that time a fleet of 200 ships at the island of 
Cyprus, accepted the invitation with pleasure, and 
immediately set sail for Egypt; judging this a very 
favourable opportunity to weaken the power of the 
Persians, by driving them out of so great a king¬ 
dom. 

Advice being brought Artaxerxcs 
A. M. 3545. of this revolt, he raised an army of 
Ant. J. C. 459. 300,000 men, and resolved to march 
in person against the rebels. But 
his friends advising him not to venture himself in that 
expedition, he gave the command of it to Aehaemenes, 
one of his brothers. The latter being arrived in 
Egypt, encamped his great army on the banks of the 
Nile. During this interval, the Athenians having de¬ 
feated the Persian fleet, and either destroyed or taken 
fifty of their ships, went up that river, landed their 
forces under the command of Charitimis their gene¬ 
ral, and having joined Inarus and his Egyptians,"they 
charged Achoemenes, and defeated him in a great bat¬ 
tle, in which that Persian general and 100,000 of his 
soldiers were slain. Those who escaped'fled to Mem¬ 
phis, whither the conquerors pursued them, and im¬ 
mediately made themselves masters of two quarters 
of the city: but the Persians having fortified them¬ 
selves in the third, called the whife wall , which was 
the largest and strongest of the three, they were be¬ 
sieged in it near three years, during which they made 
a mo=t vigorous defence, till they were at last deliv¬ 
ered by the forces sent to their aid. 


* Lib. i. p. 1. 

*■* De instantibus, ut ait Thucydides, verissime jndicabat, 
ct de futuris callidissime conjiciebat. Corn, JVqt. in The * 

mist. e. i. 3 Plut. in Themist. p. 121. 

4 Themistncles, cum crmsnleretur utriirn bono viro pau- 

peri, an minus probate diviti filiam collocaret: Ego vero in- 

quit, malo virum qui pccunia egeat, quam pecuniam qua. 

viro. Cic. de Offic, 1. ii. c. 71. 

8 Thueyd. 1. i. p. G8, and 71, 72. Ctes. c. 32—35. Diod. 
. xi. p. 54—59. 


Artaxeixes, hearing of the defeat 
of his army, and how much the A. M. 3546. 
Athenians had contributed to it; in Ant. J. C. 458. 
order to make a diversion of their 
forces and hinder them from acting against him, sent 
ambassadors to the Lacedaemonians, with a large sum 
of money, to engage them to proclaim war against the 
Athenians. But the Lacedaemonians having rejected 
the offer, their refusal did not abate his ardour, and 
accordingly he gave Megabyzus and 
Artabazus the command of the for- A. M. 3547. 
ces destined against Egypt. These Ant. J. C. 457. 
generals immediately raised an 
army of 300,000 men in Cilicia and Phoenicia. They 
were obliged to wait till the fleet 
was equipped, which was not till A. M. 3548. 
the next year. Artabazus then took Ant. J. C. 456. 
upon him the command of it, and 
sailed towards the Nile, whilst Megabyzus at the 
head of the land army, marched towards Memphis. 
He raised the siege of that city, and afterwards fought 
Inarus. All the forces on both sides engaged in this 
battle, in which Inarus was entirely defeated; but the 
Egyptians who had rebelled, suffered most in this 
slaughter. 

After this defeat, Inarus, though wounded by Me¬ 
gabyzus, retreated with the Athenians, and such 
Egyptians as were willing to follow him; and reached 
By bios, a city in the island of Prosopitis, which is 
surrounded by two arms of the Nile, both of which 
are navigable. The Athenians ran their fleet into one 
of these arms, where it was secured from the attacks 
of the enemy, and held out a siege of a year and a 
half in this island. 

After the battle, all the rest of Egypt submitted to 
the conqueror, and was reunited to the empire of Ar- 
taxerxes, except Amyrteus, who had still a small party 
in the fens, where he long supported himself, through 
the difficulty the Persians found in penetrating far 
enough to reduce him. 

The siege of Prosopitis was still 
carrying on. The Persians finding A. M. 3550. 
that they made no progress by the Ant. J. C. 454. 
usual methods of attack, because 
they had to deal with persons who were nnt deficient 
either in’ courage or skill to defend themselves, had 
recourse to an extraordinary expedient, which soon 
produced what force had not been able to effect. 
They turned the course, by different canals, of that 
arm of the Nile in which the Athenians lay, and by 
that means opened themselves a passage for their 
whole army to enter the island. Inarus, seeing that all 
was lost, capitulated with Megabyzus for himself, for 
all his Egyptians, and about fifty Athenians, and sur¬ 
renderee! upon condition that their lives should be 
spared. The remainder of the auxiliary forces, which 
formed a body of 6000 men, resolved to hold out long¬ 
er; and for this purpose they set fire to their ghips, and 
drawing up in order of battle, resolved to die sword 
in hand, and sell their lives as dear as they could, in 
imitation of the Lacedemonians, who refused to 
yield, and were all cut to pieces at Thermopylae. 
The Persians hearing they had taken so desperate a 
resolution, did not tliink it advisable to attack them. 
A peace was therefore offered them, with a promise 
that they all should be permitted to leave Egypt,and 
have free passage to their native country either by sea 
or land. They accepted these conditions, put the 
conquerors in possession of Byblos and of the whole 
island, and went by land to Cyrene, where they em¬ 
barked for Greece: but most of the soldiers who had 
served in this expedition *perished in it. 

But this was not the only loss the Athenians sus¬ 
tained on this occasion. Another fleet of fifty ships, 
which they sent to the aid of their besieged rountrj’- 
men, sailed up one of the arms of the Nile (just after 
the Athenians had surrendered) to disengage them, 
not knowing what had happened. But the instant 
they entered, the Persian fleet, which kept out at sea, 
followed them and attacked their rear, whilst the army 
discharged showers of darts upon then) from the banks 
of the river; only a few ships escaped which opened 
themselves a way through the enemy’s fleet, and all 
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die rest were lost. Thus ended the fatal war cnrried 
on by the Athenians for six years in Egypt, which 
kingdom was now united again to the Persian empire, 
and continued so during the rest of 
A. M. 3550. the reign of Artaxerxes, of which 
Ant. J. C. 454. this is tne twentieth year. But the 
prisoners who were taken in this 
war met with the most unhappy fate. 

SECTION V.— INARUS IS DELIVERED UP TO THE 
KING'S MOTHER, CONTRARY To THE ARTICLES OF 
THE TREATY. THE AFFLICTION OF MEGABYZUS, 
WHO REVOLTS. 

Artaxerxes, 1 after having for 
A. M. 3556. five years refused to gratify the re- 
Ant. J. C. 448. quest of his mother, who daily im¬ 
portuned him to put Inarus and the 
Athenians who had been taken with him into her 
hands, in order that she might sacrifice them to the 
manes of Achaemenes her son, at last yielded to her 
solicitations. But bow blind, how barbarously weak, 
must this king have been, to break through the most 
solemn engagements merely through complaisance; 
who (deaf to remorse) violated the law of nations, 
solely to avoid offending a most unjust mother. This 
inhuman princess, 2 without regard to the faith of the 
treaty, caused Inarus to be crucified, and beheaded 
all the rest. Megabyzus was in the deepest affliction 
on that account; for as he had promised that no in¬ 
jury should be done them, the dishonour reflected 
principally on him. He therefore left the court, and 
w ithdrew to Syria, of which he was governor; and his 
discontent was so great, that he raised an army and 
revolted openly. 

The king sent Osiris, who was 
A. M. 3557. one of the greatest lords of the 
Ant. J. C. 447. court, against him with an army of 
200,000 men. Megabyzus engaged 
Osiris, wounded him, took him prisoner, and put his 
army to flight. Artaxerxes sending to demand Osiris, 
Megabyzus generously dismissed him, as soon as his 
wounds were cured. 

The next year Artaxerxes sent 
A. M. 3558. another army against him, the com- 
Ant. J. C. 446. mand of which he gave to Menos- 
tanes, son to Artarius the king’s 
brother, and governor of Babylon. This general was 
not more fortunate than the former. He also was de¬ 
feated and put to flight, and Megabyzus gained as 
signal a victory as the former. 

Artaxerxes, finding he could not reduce him by 
force of arms, sent Ins brother Artarius and Amylis 
his sister, who was the wife of Megabyzus, with sev¬ 
eral other persons of the first quality, to persuade him 
to return to his allegiance. They succeeded in their 
negotiation; the king pardoned him,and he returned 
to court. 

One day as they were hunting, a lion raising him¬ 
self on his hinder feet, was going to rush upon the 
king, when Megabyzus seeing the danger he was in, 
and fired with zeal and affection for nis sovereign, 
hurled a dart at the lion, which killed him. But 
Artaxerxes, upon pretence that he had affronted him, 
in darting at the lion first, commanded Megabyzus’s 
head to be struck off. Amytis the king’s sister, and 
Amestris his mother, with the greatest difficulty pre¬ 
vailed upon the king to change his sentence into per¬ 
petual banishment. Megabyzus was therefore sent 
to Cyrta, a city on the Red Sea, and condemned to 
end his days there: however, five years after, dis¬ 
guising himself like a leper, he made his escape and 
returned to Susa, where, by the assistance of his wife 
and mother-in-law, he was restored to favour, and 
continued so til! his death, which happened some 
years after, in the seventy-sixth year of his age. Me¬ 
gabyzus was extremely regretted by the king and the 
whole court. He was a man of the greatest abilities 
in the kingdom, and at the same time the best general. 
Artaxerxes owed both his crown and life to him: 3 * 


* Ctcs. c. xxxv—xl. * Thucyd. 1. i. p. 72. 

3 Benefieia eo usque lieta sunt, dum videntur exsulvi 

posse; ubi multum anlevertdre, pro gratia odium redditur. 

Tacit. Annal. I. iv. c. 18. 


but it is of dangerous consequence for a subject, when 
his sovereign is under too many obligations to him. 
This was the cause of all the misfortunes of Megaby¬ 
zus. 

It is surprising that so judicious a prince as Arta- 
xerxes should have been so imprudent, as to be fired 
with jealousy against a nobleman of his court, merely 
because, in a party of hunting, he had wounded the 
beast they were pursuing before him! Can any thing 
be so weak? And is this placing the point of honour 
in a manner worthy a king? Nevertheless, history 
furnishes us with many instances of this kind. I aril 
apt to believe, from some expressions of Plutarch,* 
that Artaxerxes was ashamed of the wild fury to 
which this false delicacy had raised him, and that he 
made some kind of public atonement for it: for, ac¬ 
cording to this author, he published a decree, import¬ 
ing, that any man who was hunting with the king, 
should be allowed to throw his javelin first at the 
beast, if opportunity should offer; and he, according 
to Plutarch, was the first Persian monarch who grant¬ 
ed such a permission. 

SECTION VI.— ARTAXERXES SENDS EZRA, AND 
AFTERWARDS NEIIEMIAH, TO JERUSALEM. 

BEFORE I proceed in the history of the Persians 
and Greeks, 1 shall relate, in few words, what events 
happened among the people of God, during the first 
twenty years of Artaxerxes, which is an essential part 
of the history of that prince. 

In the seventh year of the reign 
of Artaxerxes, 5 Ezra obtained of the A. M. 3537. 

king and his seven counsellors, an Ant. J. C. 467. 
ample commission, empowering 
him to return to Jerusalem with all such Jews as 
would follow him thither, in order to re-establish the 
Jewish government and religion, and to regulate both 
agreeably to their own laws. Ezra was descended 
from Saraia, who was high-priest of Jerusalem, at the 
time when it was destroyed by Nabuchodonosor, and 
was put to death by his command. Ezra was a very 
learned and pious man, and was chiefly distinguished 
from the rest of the Jews, by his great knovvledge in 
the Scriptures; on account of which it is said of him, 
“ That he was very ready in the law of Moses that 
was given by thp Giod of Israel.” 6 He set out from 
Babylon with the gifts and offerings which the king, 
his courtiers, and such Israelites as had stayed in Ba¬ 
bylon, had put into his hands for the service of the 
temple, and which he gave to the priests upon his 
arrival at Jerusalem. It appears by the commission 
which Artaxerxes gave him, that this piince had a high 
veneration for the God of Israel, as, in commanding 
his officers to furnish the Jews with all things neces¬ 
sary' for their worship, lie adds, “ Let all things be 
performed after the law of God diligently', unto the 
most high God, that wrath come not upon the king¬ 
dom of the king and his son.” 7 This commission, as 
I observed, empowered him to settle the religion and 
government of the Jews, pursuant to the law of Mo¬ 
ses; to appoint magistrates and judges to punish evil¬ 
doers, not only' by imprisoning their persons and con¬ 
fiscating their possessions, but also by sending them 
into banishment, and even sentencing them to death, 
according to the crimes they should 
commit. Such was the power with A. M. 3550. 
which Ezra was invested, and which Ant J. C. 454. 
he exercised faithfully* during thir¬ 
teen years, till Nehemiah brought a new commission 
from the Persian court. 

Nehemiah was also a Jew, 8 of distinguished merit 
and piety, and one of the cup-bearers to king Arta¬ 
xerxes. This was a very considerable employment 
in the Persian court, because of the privilege annexed 
to it, of being often near the king’s person, and of be¬ 
ing allowed to speak to him in the most favourable 
moments. However, neither this exalted station, nor 
the settlement of his family in that land of captivity, 
could obliterate from bis niiod the country of his an¬ 
cestors, nor their religion: neither his love for the one, 


4 Plut. in Apophthegm. p.T73. » Ezra, vii, &c. 

6 ] Esdras, viii. 3. 1 lb. 22. 8 Nehem. i. and ii. 
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nor his zeal for the other, was abated; and his heart 
was still in Zion. Some Jews who were come from 
Jerusalem having; informed him of the sad state of that 
city, that its walls lay in ruin, its gates were burnt 
down, and the inhabitants thereby exposed to the in¬ 
sults of their enemies and the scorn of their neigh¬ 
bours; the affliction of his brethren, and the dangers 
with which they were menaced, made such an im¬ 
pression on his mind, as might naturally be expected 
from one of his piety. One day as he was waiting 
upon the king, the latter observing an unusual air of 
melancholy in Nehemiah’s countenance, asked him 
the cause of it; a proof that this monarch had a ten¬ 
derness of heart rarely found in those of his high rank, 
which nevertheless is much more valuable than the 
most shining qualities. Nehemiah took this opportu¬ 
nity to acquaint him with the calamitous state of his 
country; owned that to be the subject of his grief; 
and humbly entreated that leave might be given him 
to go to Jerusalem, in order to repair the fortifications 
of it. The kings of Persia his predecessors had per¬ 
mitted the Jews to rebuild the temple, but not the 
walls of Jerusalem. But Artaxerxes immediately 
caused a decree to be drawn up, that the walls and 
gates of Jerusalem should be rebuilt; and Nehemiah, 
as governor of Judea, was appointed to put this de¬ 
cree in execution. The king, to do him the greater 
honour, ordered a body of horse, commanded by an 
officer of distinction, to escort him thither. He like¬ 
wise writ to all the governors of the provinces on this 
side the Euphrates, to give him all the assistance pos¬ 
sible in forwarding the work for which he was sent. 
This pious Jew executed every part of his commission 
with incredible zeal and activity. 

It is from this decree, 1 enacted by Artaxerxes in 
the twentieth year of his reign, for the rebuilding of 
the walls of Jerusalem, that we date the beginning of 
the seventy weeks mentioned in the famous prophecy 
of Daniel, after which the Messiah was to appear, and 
to be put to death. I shall here insert the whole 
prophecy, but without giving the explication of it, 
as it may be found in other writers, and is not a part 
of this history. 

“ Thou art greatly beloved, therefore understand 
the matter, and consider the vision. 2 Seventy weeks 
are determined upon thy people, artel upon thy holy 
city% to Gnish the transgression, and to make an end 
of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the 
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. 
Know therefore and understand, that from the going 
forth of the commandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem , unto the Messiah the Prince, shall be se¬ 
ven weeks, and threescore and two weeks; the street 
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times. And after threescore and two weeks shall 
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the peo¬ 
ple of the prince that shall come, shall destroy the 
city and the sanctuary, and the end thereof shall be 
with a flood: and unto the end of the war desolations 
are determined. And he shall confirm the covenant 
with many for one week; and in the midst of the 
week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to 
cease; and for the overspreading of abominations he 
shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, 
and that determined shall be poured upon the deso¬ 
late.” 

When Ezra was in power, 3 as his chief view was 
to restore religion to its ancient purity, he arranged 
the hooks of Scripture in their proper order, revised 
them all very carefully, and collected the ancient doc¬ 
uments relating to the people of God, in order to 
compose out of them the two books of Chronicles, to 
which he added the history of his own times, which 
was finished by Nehemiah. With their books ends 
the long history which Moses had begun, and which 
the writers who came after him continued in a regular 
series, till the repairing of Jerusalem. The rest of 
the sacred history is not written in that uninterrupted 
order. Whilst Ezra and Nehemiah were compiling 


* Dan. ix. 23—27. a Ibid. 

8 Bussuet’s Universal History. 


the latter part of that great work, Herodotus, whom 
profane authors call the father of history, began to 
write. Thus we find that the latest authors of the 
books of Scripture flourished about the same time 
with the first author of the Grecian history; and when 
it began, that of God’s people, to compute only from 
Abraham, included already fifteen centuries. Hero¬ 
dotus makes no mention of the Jews in his history; for 
the Greeks desired to be informed of such nations only 
as were famous for their wars, their commerce, and 
grandeur; so that as Judea was then but just rising 
from its ruins, it did not excite the attention of that 
people. 

SECTION VII.— CHARACTER OF PERICLES. THE 

METHODS EMPLOYED BY HIM TO GAIN THE AF¬ 
FECTION OF THE TEOPLE. 

I NOW return to Greece. Since the banishment of 
Themistocles, and the death of Aristides (the exact 
time of which is not known,) two citizens, Cimon and 
Pericles, divided all influence and authority in Athens. 
Pericles was much younger than Cimon, and of a quite 
different character. As he will make a very consid¬ 
erable figure in the following history, it is of impor¬ 
tance to the reader to know who be was, in what 
manner he had been educated, and his scheme ana 
method of go\ernment. 

Pericles descended, 4 by the mother’s as well as 
father’s side, from the greatest and most illustrious 
families of Athens. His father Xanthippus, who de¬ 
feated at Mycale the king of Persia’s lieutenants, 
married Agarista, niece to Clisthenes, who expelled 
the Pisistratidae, or descendants of Pisistratus the ty¬ 
rant, and established a popular government at Athens. 
Pericles had long prepared himself for the design he 
had formed of engaging in state affairs. 

He was brought up under the most learned men of 
his age, and particularly Anaxagoras of Clazomene, 
surnamed the Intelligence , from his being the first, as 
we are told, who ascribed human events, as well as 
the formation and government of the universe, not to 
chance, as some philosophers, nor to a fatal necessity, 
but to a superior Intelligence, who disposed and gov¬ 
erned all things with wisdom. This tenet or opinion 
subsisted long before his time; but he perhaps set it 
in a stronger light than all others had done, and taught 
it methodically and from principles. Anaxagoras 
thoroughly instructed his pupil in that part of philos¬ 
ophy which relates to nature, and which is therefore 
called physics. 5 This study gave him a strength and 
greatness of soul, which raised him above an infinite 
number of vulgar prejudices and vain practices gene¬ 
rally observed in his time; which, in affairs of state 
and military enterprises, often disconcerted the wisest 
and most necessary measures, or defeated them by 
scrupulous delays, authorized and covered with the 
specious veil of religion. These were sometimes 
dreams or auguries, at other times dreadful phenome¬ 
na, as eclipses of the sun or moon, or else omens and 
presages; not to mention the wild chimeras of judi¬ 
ciary astrology. The knowledge of nature, free from 
the grovelling and weak superstition to which igno¬ 
rance gives birth, inspired him, says Plutarch, with a 
tvell-grounded piety towards the gods, attended with 
a strength of mind that was immoveable, and a calm 
hope of the blessings to be expected from them. Al¬ 
though he found infinite charms in this study, he did 
not however devote himself to it as a philosopher, but 
as a statesman; and he had so much power over him¬ 
self (a very difficult thing) as to prescribe to himself 
limits in the pursuit of knowledge. 

But the talent which he cultivated with the greatest 
care, because he looked upon it as the most necessary 
instrument of all to those who are desirous of con¬ 
ducting and governing the people, was eloquence. 
And indeed, those who possessed this talent, in a free 
state like that of Athens, were sure of reigning in the 


* Plut. in vit. Pericl. p. 153—156. 

s The. ancients, under this name, comprehended what we 
call physics and metaphysics; the latter of which implies 
the knowledge of spirilual things, as God and spirits; and 
the former, that of bodies. 
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assemblies, engrossing suffrages, determining affairs, 
and exercising a kind of absolute power over the hearts 
and minds of the people. He therefore made this bis 
chief object, and the mark to whicli all his other im¬ 
provements, as well as whatsoever he had learnt from 
Anaxagoras, were directed ;* suffusing, to borrow Plu¬ 
tarch’s expression, over the study of philosophy the 
dye of rhetoric; the meaning of which is, that Peri¬ 
cles, to embellish and adorn his discourse, heightened 
the strength and solidity of reasoning with the col¬ 
ouring and graces of eloquence. 

He had no cause to repent his having bestowed so 
much time on this study, for his success far exceeded 
his utmost hopes. The poets, * 2 his contemporaries, 
used to say, that he lightened, thundered, and agita¬ 
ted all Greece; so powerful was his eloquence. It 
had those piercing and lively strokes, 3 that reach the 
inmost soul; and his discourse left always an irresis¬ 
tible incentive, a kind of 3pnr, behind it in the minds 
of his auditors. He had the art of uniting beauty 
with strength; and Cicero observes, that at the very 
time he opposed, with the greatest tenaciousness, the 
inclinations and desires of the Athenians, he had the 
art to make even severity itself, and the kind of harsh¬ 
ness with which he spoke against the flatterers of the 
people, popular. There was no resisting the solidity 
of his arguments, or the sweetness of his words; 
whence it was said, that the goddess of persuasion, 
with all her graces, resided on his lips. And indeed, 
as Thucydides, 4 his rival, and adversary, was one day 
asked, whether he or Pericles was the best wrestler: 
“Whenever,” says he, “I have given him a fall, he 
affirms the contrary, in such strong and forcible terms, 
that he persuades all the spectators that I did not 
throw him, though they themselves saw him on the 
ground.” Nor was he less prudent and reserved 
than strong and vehement in his speeches; and it is 
related that he never spoke in public, til! after he 
had besought the gods not to suffer any expression 
to drop from him, either incongruous to his subject, 
or offensive to the people. Whenever he was to ap- 
ear in the assembly, 5 before he came out of his 
ouse he used to say to himself; “ Remember, Peri¬ 
cles, that thou art going to speak to men born in the 
arms of liberty; to Greeks, to Athenians.” 

The uncommon endeavours which Pericles, ac¬ 
cording to historians, used in order to improve his 
inind by the study of the sciences, and to attain to a 
perfection in eloquence, are an excellent lesson to 
such persons as are one day to fill the important of¬ 
fices of state; and a just censure of those, 6 who, disre¬ 
garding whatever is called study and learning, bring 
iuto those employments (upon which they enter with¬ 
out knowledge or experience.) nothing but a ridicu¬ 
lous self-sufficiency, and a rash boldness in deciding. 
Plutarch, 7 in a treatise where he shows, that it is to 
statesmen that a philosopher ought chiefly to attach 
himself preferably to any other class of men (because 
in instructing them, be at the same time teaches 
whole cities and republics,) verifies his assertion from 
the example of the greatest men both of Greece and 
Italy, who derived this help from philosophy. Pevicles, 
of whom we now write, was taught by Anaxagoras: 
Dion of Syracuse by Plato; many princes of Italy by 
Pythagoras; Cato, the famous censor, travelled to the 
place where Athenodorus lived, for the same pur¬ 
pose; and lastly, the famous Scipio, the destroyer of 


t Bt>) ps;r®fix^ t%v CuTtoXcyixv v7ro%tlf*ivog. 

a Ab Aristophane poeta fulgurare, tnnare, pcrmiscere 
Graerciam dictusest. Cic. in Orat. n. 29. 

3 Quid Pericles? De cujus dieendi copia sic acccpimus, 
ut, cum contra voluntatem Atheniensium loqupretur pro 
saluto patria?, severius tamen id ipsum, quod ille cuntra 
popularcs homines dicernt, populare umnibus et jueundum 
videretur: cujus in labris vetcres enmini—leporem habi- 
tassc dixerunt: tantamque vim in eo fui.s«o, ut in enrum 
mentibus, qui audissent, quasi aculcos quosdam relinqueret. 
Cic. lib. iii. de Orat. n. 133. 

* Not the historian. 

‘ Piut. in Symp. lib. i. p. 620. 

6 Nunc contra plerique ad honores adipiscendos, et ad 

remp. gerendam, nudi vcoiuut el inermes, nulia cognitione 

rerum, nulla scicntia ornati. Cic . lib. iii. de Orat. n. 136. 

' Plut. p. 777. 

Vol. I.—36 


D GRECIANS. 281 

Carthage, always kept Panaetius the philosopher near 
his person. 

One of the chief endeavours of Pericles also was, 
to study thoroughly the genius and disposition of the 
Athenians, that he might discover the secret springs 
which were to be employed in order to set them in 
motion, and the manner in which it was proper to act 
for acquiring their confidence; for it was in that prin¬ 
cipally that the great men among the ancients used to 
make their skill and politics consist. 8 He found by 
the reflections he had made on the several transac¬ 
tions of his time, that the predominant passions ot 
this people were, a violent aversion to tyranny, and a 
strong love of liberty, which inspired them with sen¬ 
timents of fear, jealousy, and suspicion, of all such 
citizens as were too conspicuous for their birth, their 
personal merit, their own credit and authority, or that 
of their friends. He not only was very like Pisistra^ 
tus, with regard to the sweetness of his voice and the 
fluency of expression, but he also resembled him 
very much in the features of his face, and his whole 
air and manner; and he observed that the oldest of 
the Athenians who had seen the tyrant, were prodi¬ 
giously struck at the resemblance. Besides, he was 
very rich, was descended from an illustrious family, 
and* had very powerful friends. To prevent, therefore, 
his being obnoxious to the suspicion and jealousy of 
the people, he at first shunned public business, which 
required a constant attendance in the city; and was 
solely intent upon distinguishing himself in war and 
dangers. 

But when he saw Aristides dead, Themistocle3 
banished, and Cimon engaged almost continually in 
foreign wars, and absent from Greece; he began to 
appear in public with greater confidence than before, 
and entirely devoted himself to the party of the peo¬ 
ple, but not out of inclination, for he was far from af¬ 
fecting popular power, but to remove all suspicions 
of his aspiring to the tyranny, and still more, to raise 
a strong bulwark against the influence and authority 
of Cimon, who had joined with the nobles. 

At the same time, he quite changed his conduct, 
and way of life; and assumed, in all things, the charac¬ 
ter of a statesman, wholly busied in affairs of govern¬ 
ment, and entirely devoted to the service of his coun¬ 
try. He was never seen in the streets, except when 
he was going either to the assembly of the people, or 
to the council. He on a sudden left off going to ban¬ 
quets, assemblies, and other diversions of that kind, 
which he had used to frequent; and during the many 
years that he presided in the administration, he was 
never seen to go to supper with his friends, except 
once at the nuptials of a near relation. 

He knew that the people, 9 who are naturally fickle 
and inconstant, 10 commonly disregard those who are 
always in their sight; and that too strong a desire to 
please them, grows at last tiresome and importunate; 
and it was observed that such a behaviour was very 
prejudicial to Themistocles. To avoid this error, he 
used to go very rarely to the assemblies; and never 
appeared before the public but at intervals, in order 
to make himself desired; and to preserve such an as¬ 
cendant over their minds as might be always new, 
and not worn and in a manner withered hy an over¬ 
great assiduity; wisely reserving himself for great and 
important occasions. Hence it was said that he imi¬ 
tated Jupiter, 11 who, in the government of the world, 
according to some philosophers,busied himself in great 
events alone; and left the direction of those of less 
importance to subaltern deities. And indeed, Pericles 
used to transact all petty affairs by his friends, and 
by certain orators that were entirely devoted to him, 
among whom was Ephialtes. 

Pericles employed his whole industry and applica- 


* Olim nosnenda vulgi natura, et qoibus modis temperan- 
ter haberetur: senatusque et oplimatium ingenia qui max¬ 
im** perdidicerant, callidi tempnrum ct eapieotes habebantur. 
Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. nap. 33. 
s Plut. de sui laude, p. 441. 

jo Ista nostra assiduitas, Servi, nescis quantum interdom 
afferat hominibus fastidii, quantum fatietatis—Utrique nos¬ 
trum destderium nihil profuisset, Cic. pro Mur. n. 21, 

11 Plut. de ger. rep. p. 811. 
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tion to gain the favour and esteem of the people, 1 in 
order to counterbalance the fame and influence of 
Cimon. However, he could not equal the magnifi¬ 
cence and liberality of his rival, whose immense riches 
gave him an opportunity of bestowing such largesses 
as appear to us almost incredible, so much do they 
differ from our customs in that respect. Finding it 
impossible for him to rival Cimon in this particular, 
he nad recourse to another expedient (in order to gain 
the love of the populace,) no less effectual perhaps, 
but certainly not so legitimate and honourable. He 
was the first who caused the conquered lands to be 
divided among the citizens; who distributed among 
them the public revenues for the expense of their 
games and shows, and annexed pensions to all public 
employments; so that certain sums were bestowed on 
them regularly, as well to procure them a place at the 
games, as for their attendance in the courts of justice, 
and the public assemblies. It is impossible to say 
how fatal this unhappy policy was to tne republic, and 
how many evils it drew after it. For these new regu¬ 
lations, besides draining the public treasury, gave the 
people a fondness for expense and a dissolute turn of 
mind; whereas they before were sober and modest, 
and contented themselves with getting a livelihood 
by their sweat and labour. 

By such arts as these Pericles had gained so great 
an ascendant over the minds of the people, 2 that he 
may be said to have attained a monarchical power 
under a republican form of government; moulding the 
citizens into what shape he pleased, and presiding 
with unlimited authority in all their assemblies. Ana 
indeed, Valerius Maximus makes scarce any other 
difference between Pisistratus and Pericles, than that 
the one exercised a tyrannical power by force of 
arms, and the other by the strength of his eloquence, 
in which he made a very great progress under Anax¬ 
agoras. 

This credit and authority, enormous as it was, 
could not yet restrain the comic writers from throw¬ 
ing out against him many very severe strokes of satire 
in the theatres; and it does not appear that any of the 
poets who censured Pericles with so much boldness, 
were ever punished, or even called to account for it 
by the people. Perhaps it was through prudence and 
policy that he did not attempt to curb this licentious¬ 
ness of the stage, nor to silence the poets; that he 
might amuse and content the people by this vain sha¬ 
dow ofliberty, and prevent their discovering that they 
really were enslaved. 

Pericles, 3 the more to strengthen his own influence, 
engaged in a design no less hazardous than bold. He 
resolved to weaken the authority of the tribunal of 
the Areopagus, of which he was not a member, be¬ 
cause he had never been elected either Archon, 4 
Thesmotheta, king of the sacrifices, nor Polemarch. 
These were different employments in the republic, 
which from time immemorial had been given by lot; 
and none but those who had behaved uprightly in 
them, were allowed a seat in the Areopagus. Peri¬ 
cles, taking advantage of Ciiuon’s absence, set Ephi- 
altes, who was his creature, at work clandestinely; 
and at last succeeded in lessening the power of that 
illustrious body, in which the chief strength of the 
nobility consisted. The people, emboldened and sup¬ 
ported by so powerful a faction, subverted all the 
fundamental laws and ancient customs; took from the 
senate of the Areopagus the cognizance of the greater 
part of the causes that used to be brought before it. 


* Plut. in Pericl. p. 156. 

a Pericles felicissimus naturae incrementis, suh Anaxago* 
ra prseceptore summo studio perpolitus et instructus. libe- 
ris Athenarum cervicibus jugum servitutis imposuit: egit 
enim ille urbem ct versavit arbitrio suo—Quid inter Pisis- 
tratum et Periclem interfuit, nisi quod illearmatus, hie sine 
arrais tyrannidem exercuit ? Val. Max. 1. viii. c. 9. 

8 Plut. in Pericl. p. 357. In Cim. p. 483. 

* After some changes had been made in the form of the 
Athenian government, the supreme authority was at last 
invested in nine magistrates, called nrchons, and lasted but 
one year. One was called Rex, another Polemarchus, a third 
Archon, and this magistrate was projierly at (he head of the 
rest, and gave his name to the year; and six Thesmothetae, 
who presided immediately over the laws and decrees. 


leaving it very few, and such only as were of little 
consequence, and made themselves absolute masters 
of all the tribunals. 

Cimon on his return to Athens, was afflicted to see 
the dignity of the senate trampled under foot, and 
therefore set every engine to work to restore it to its 
pristine authority, and to revive the aristocracy, in the 
same form as it had been established under Clisthenes. 
But now his enemies began to exclaim and excite the 
people against him; reproaching him, among many 
other things, for his strong attachment to the Lace¬ 
demonians. Cimon had himself given some room 
for this reproach, by his not paying sufficient regard 
to the Athenian delicacy: for, in speaking to them, 
he would for ever extol Lacedemonia; and whenever 
he censured their conduct on any occasion, he used to 
cry, The Spartans do not act in this manner. Such 
expressions as these drew upon him the envy and ha¬ 
tred of his fellow-citizens; but an event, in which he 
nevertheless had no share, made him the object of 
their utmost detestation. 

SECTION VIII.— AN EARTHQUAKE IN SPARTA. 
insurrection of the helots, seeds of divi¬ 
sion BETWEEN THE ATHENIANS AND SPARTANS. 

CIMON IS SENT INTO BANISHMENT. 

In the fourth year of the reign of 
Archidamus, 5 there happened the A. M. 3534. 
most dreadful earthquake in Sparta Ant. J. C. 470, 
that had ever been known. In se¬ 
veral places the country was entirely swallowed up; 
Taygetus and other mountains were shaken to their 
foundations; many of their summits being torn away, 
came tumbling down; and the whole city was laid in 
ruins, five houses only excepted. To heighten the 
calamity, the Helots, 6 who were slaves to the Lace¬ 
daemonians, looking upon this as a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity to recover their liberty, flew up and down ev¬ 
ery part of the city, to murder such as had escaped 
the earthquake: but finding them under arms, and 
drawn up in order of battle, by the prudent foresight 
of Archidamus, who had assembled them around him, 
they retired into the neighbouring cities, and com¬ 
menced that very day open war, having entered into 
alliance with several of the neighbouring nations, and 
being strengthened by the Messenians, who at that 
time were engaged in a war with the Spartans. 

The Lacedaemonians in this extremity sent to 
Athens to implore succours; but this was opposed by 
Ephialtes, who declared that it would be no way ad¬ 
visable to assist them, nor to rebuild a city that was 
the rival of Athens, which, he said, ought to be left 
in its ruins, and the pride of Sparta thereby humbled 
for ever. But Cimon being struck with horror at 
these politics, did not hesitate a moment to prefer the 
welfare of the Lacedaemonians to the aggrandizing 
of his country; declaring, in the strongest terms, that 
it was absolutely improper “ to leave Greece lame of 
one of its legs, and Athens without a counterpoise 
the people came into his opinion, and accordingly a 
succour was voted. Sparta and Athens might in¬ 
deed be considered as tne two limbs on which Greece 
stood; so that if one of them was destroyed, Greece 
would inevitably be crippled. It is also certain, that 
the Athenians were so elate with their grandeur, and 
were become so proud and enterprising, that they 
wanted a curb to check their impetuosity; and none 
was so proper as Sparta, that state being the only one 


5 Plut. in Cim. p. 488, 489, 

6 These were so denominated from Helos, a city of La¬ 
conia, ruined by the Spartans. This city was said lo have 
been founded by one Helius, the son of Perseus; and had a 
worse fate than any other of the cities in Laconia, subdued 
by the Spartans. Having refused to pay the tribute im¬ 
posed on them by Agis, the third king of the Heracleda?an 
line, the Lacedaemonians fell on them with an army, took 
them prisoners ; reduced them to the lowest and most mise¬ 
rable slavery ; and to complete all, made a law, forhidding 
their masters either to give them their liberty, or to sell them 
into other countries. As a greater mark of infamy still, all 
the other slaves belonging to the state wero called from them 
Helots , in the same manner as the word slave, is used now 
in modern Europe, from the Slavi or Slavonians upon such 
another occasion. 
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that was capable of being a counterpoise to the head¬ 
strong disposition of the Athenians. Cimon there¬ 
fore marched to the aid of the Lacedaemonians with 
4000 men. 

We have here an example of the powerful influ¬ 
ence which a man of fine talents and abilities has in 
a state, when a great fund of merit is united in his 
person with a well-established reputation for probity, 
disinterestedness, and zeal for the good of his coun¬ 
try. Cimon, with very little difficulty, succeeds in 
inspiring the Athenians with noble and magnanimous 
sentiments, which in outward appearance interfered 
with their interest; and this in spite of the suggestions 
of a secret jealousy, which never fails to show itself in 
the most sensible manner on these occasions. By the 
ascendant and authority which his virtue gives him, 
lie raises them above the grovelling and unjust (though 
too common) political views, that prompt the people 
to consider the calamities of their neighbours as an 
advantage, which the interest of their own country 
permits and even enjoins them to lay hold of. The 
counsels of Cimon were perfectly wise and equitable: 
but it is surprising how he could prevail so far as to 
make a whole people approve them, since this is all 
that could be expected from an assembly of the wisest 
and gravest senators. 

Some time after, 1 the Lacedaemonians again im¬ 
plored the aid of the Athenians against the Messeni- 
ans and Helots, who had seized upon Ithome. But 
these forces being arrived under the command of Ci- 
roon, the Spartans began to dread their intrepidity, 
their power, and great fame; and affronted them so 
far, as to send them back, upon suspicion of their har¬ 
bouring ill designs, and ot intending to turn their 
arms against them. 

The Athenians being returned full of anger and 
resentment, they declared themselves from that very 
day, enemies to all who* should favour the Lacedaemo¬ 
nian interest: for which reason they banished Cimon 
by the ostracism, on the first opportunity that pre¬ 
sented itself for that purpose. This is the first time 
that the misunderstanding between these two nations, 
which afterwards increased through mutual discon¬ 
tent, displayed itself in so strong a manner. It was 
nevertheless suspended for some years, by truces and 
treaties, which prevented its consequences; but it at 
last broke out in the most violent manner in the Pe¬ 
loponnesian war. 

Those who had shut themselves up in Ithome, af¬ 
ter making a ten years* defence in it, surrendered at 
last to the LacedamioniaDS, who gave them their lives 
upon condition that they should never return to Pelo¬ 
ponnesus. The Athenians, to exasperate the Lace¬ 
daemonians, received them with their wives and chil¬ 
dren, and settled them in Naupactus, of which they 
had just before possessed themselves. The inhabi¬ 
tants of Megara at the same time went over from the 
Spartans to the Athenians. 2 Jn this manner several 
leagues were concluded on both sides, and many bat¬ 
tles were fought; the most famous of which was that 
of Tanagra in Boeotia, which Diodorus equals with 
those of Marathon and Plataere, and in which Myro- 
nides the Athenian defeated the Spartans, who came 
to the aid of the Thebans. 

It was on this occasion that Ci- 
A. M. 3548. mon, 3 thinking himself dispensed 
Ant. J. C. 456. from his proscription, repaired in 
arms with some soldiers to his tribe 
to serve his country, and to fight in the Athenian 
army against the Lacediemonians: but his enemies 
caused him to be ordered to retire. However, before 
he went away, he exhorted his companions, who were 
no less suspected than himself of favouring the Lace¬ 
demonians, to exert themselves to the utmost, and 
fight with the greatest courage, to prove their inno¬ 
cence; and if possible to efface from the minds of 
their citizens a suspicion so injurious to them all. 
Accordingly, those brave soldiers, who were 100 in 
number, fired by his words, requested him to give 


» Plut. in Cim. Thucyd. 1. i. p. 67, 68. 

* Thucyd. 1. i. p. 69. 71. Diod. 1. xi. o. 59—65. 

* Plut. in Cim. p. 489. 


them his whole armour, which they placed in the 
centre of their little battalion, in order to have him in 
a manner present before their eyes. They fought with 
so much valour and fury, that they were all cut to 
pieces, to the great regret of the Athenians, who deep¬ 
ly repented their having accused them so unjustly. 

I omit several events of little importance. 

SECTION IX.— CI^ION IS RECALLED. HE ESTAB¬ 
LISHES PEACE BETWEEN THE TWO CITIES. HE 
GAINS SEVERAL VICTORIES, WHICH REDUCE AR- 
TAXERXES TO THE NECESSITY OF CONCLUDING A 
TREATY HIGHLY HONOURABLE TO THE GREEKS. 
CIMON’S DEATH. 

♦ The Athenians, 4 perceiving the great occasion they 
had for Cimon, recalled him from banishment, in 
which he had spent five years. It was Pericles him¬ 
self who proposed and drew up that decree; so mo¬ 
derate in those times, says Plutarch, were feuds and 
animosities, and so easy to be appeased when the 
public welfare required it; and so happily did ambi¬ 
tion, which is one of the strongest and most lively pas¬ 
sions, yield to the necessity ot the times, and comply 
with the occasions of the public. 

The instant Cimon returned, 6 he 
stilled the sparks of war which were A. M. 3554. 
going to break out among the Ant. J. C. 450. 
Greeks, reconciled the two cities, 
and prevailed with them to conclude a truce for five 
ears. And to prevent the Athenians, who were grown 
aughty iD consequence of the many victories they had 
ained, from having an opportunity, or harbouring a 
esign, to attack their neighbours or allies, he thought 
it advisable to lead them at a great distance from honie 
against the common enemy; thus endeavouring, in 
an honourable way, to inure the citizeps to war, and 
enrich them at the same time. Accordingly, he put 
to sea with a fleet of 200 sail. He sent sixty of these 
into Egypt to the aid of Amyrteus, and himself sailed 
with the rest against the island of Cyprus. Artabazus 
was at that time in those seas with a fleet of 300 sail: 
and Megabyzus, the other general of Artaxerxes, with 
an army of 300,000 men, on the coast of Cilicia. As 
soon as the squadron which Cimon had sent into 
Egypt had joined his fleet, he sailed and attacked Ar¬ 
tabazus, and took 100 of his ships. He sunk many 
of them, and chased the rest as far as the coast of 
Phoenicia. And as if this victory had b^en only a 
relude to a second, he made a descent on Cilicia in 
is return, attacked Megabyzus, defeated him, and 
cut to pieces a prodigious number of his troops. He 
afterwards returned to Cyprus with this double tri¬ 
umph, and laid siege to Citium, a strong city of very 
great importance. His design, after he had completed 
the conquest of that island, was to sail for Egypt, and 
again embroil the affairs of the barbarians; for he had 
very extensive views, and meditated no less a project 
than that of entirely subverting the mighty empire 
of Persia. The rumours which prevailed, that The- 
mistocles was to command against him. added fresh 
fire to his courage; and, almost assured of success, he 
w’as infinitely pleased with the occasion of trying his 
strength against that general. But w T e have already 
seen that Themistocles laid violent hands on himself 
about this time. 

Artaxerxes, 6 tired with a war in which he had sus¬ 
tained such great losses, resolved, with the advice of 
his council, to put an end to it. Accordingly he sent 
orders to his generals to conclude a peace with the 
Athenians, upon the most advantageous conditions 
they could. Megabyzus and Artabazus sent ambassa¬ 
dors to Athens to propose an accommodation. Pleni¬ 
potentiaries were chosen on both sides, and Callas 
was at the head of those of Athens. The conditions 
of the treaty were as follows: 1. That all the Grecian 
cities of Asia should enjoy their liberty, with such 
laws and forms of government as they should think 
fit to choose. 2. That no Persian ship of war should 
be allowed to enter the seas between the Cyaneau 
and Chelidonian islands, that is. from the Euxine sea 


« Plut. in Cim. p. 490. 6 Ibid. Diod. 1. xii. p. 73,74. 

e Diod. p. 74, 75. 
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to the coasts of Pamphylia. 3. That no Persian 
general should advance any troops within three days’ 
march of those seas. 4. That the Athenians should 
not invade any part of the dominions of the king of 
Persia. These articles being ratified by both parties, 
peace was proclaimed. 

Thus ended this war, which, from 
A. M. 3555. the burning of Sardis by the Athe- 
Ant. J. C. 449. nians, had lasted fifty-one years 
complete, and in which infinite 
numbers of Persians as well as Greeks had perished. 

Whilst this treaty was negotiating, 1 Cimon died, 
either of sickness, or of a wound he had received at 
the siege of Citium. When he was near his end, he 
commanded his officers to sail with the fleet immedi¬ 
ately for Athens, and to conceal his death with the 
utmost care. Accordingly it was executed with so 
much secrecy, that neither the enemy nor the allies 
once suspected it; and they returned safe to Athens, 
still under the conduct and auspices of Cimon, though 
he had been dead above thirty days. 

Cimon was universally regretted; 2 which is no 
wonder, since he was possessed of all those qualities 
that dignify the soul; a most tender son, a faithful 
friend; a citizen zealous for the good of his country; 
a great politician, an accomplished general; modest 
when raised to the highest employments and most dis¬ 
tinguished honours; liberal and beneficent almost to 
rofusion; simple, and averse to ostentation of every 
ind, even in the midst of riches and abundance; in 
fine, so great a lover of the poor citizens, as to share 
his whole estate with them, without being ashamed 
of such companions of his fortune. History men¬ 
tions no statues or monuments erected to his memory, 
por any magnificent obsequies celebrated after his 
death; but the greatest honour that could be paid him 
was the sighs and tears of the people; these were per¬ 
manent and lasting statues, 3 whicn are not obnoxious 
to the inclemencies of weather, or the injuries of 
time, and endear the memory of the good and virtu¬ 
ous to the remotest ages. For the most splendid 
mausoleums, the works of brass and marble, that are 
raised in honour of wicked great men, are despised by 
posterity, as sepulchres which enclose nothing but 
vile dust and putrefaction. 

What followed proved more strongly the loss 
which Greece had sustained by his death; for Cimon 
was the last of all the Grecian generals who did any 
thing considerable or glorious against the barbarians. 
Excited by the orators, who gained the strongest as- 
cendnnt over the minds of the people, and sowed the 
seeds of division in their public assemblies, they turn¬ 
ed their animosity against each other, and at last pro¬ 
ceeded to open war, the fatal consequences of which 
no one endeavoured to prevent; a circumstance that 
was of great advantage to the king of Persia, and of 
the utmost prejudice to the affairs of Greece. 

SECTION X.— THUCYDIDES IS OPPOSED TO PERI¬ 
CLES. THE ENVY RAISED AGAINST THE LATTER. 
HE CLEARS HIMSELF, AND SUCCEEDS IN PROCU¬ 
RING THE BANISHMENT OF THUCYDIDES. 

The nobles of Athens seeing Pericles raised to the 
highest degree of power, 4 and far above all the rest 
of the citizens, resolved to oppose to him a man who, 
in some measure, might make head against him, and 
prevent his authority from growing up to monarchy. 
Accordingly they opposed to him Thucydides, Ci- 
tnon’s brother-in-law, a man who had displayed his 
wisdom on numberless occasions. He did not'indeed 
ossess the military talents of Pericles; but then he 
ad as great influence over the people; shaping their 
opinions, and directing their assemblies as he pleased; 
and as he never stirred out of the city, but continually 
combated Pericles in all his designs, he soon restored 
things to an equilibrium. On the other side, Pericles 


1 Plut. in Ciro. p. 491. 

a Sic Be gerendo, miriime est mirandum, si et vita ejus fuit 
eecura, et mors acerba. Cor . JVep. in Cim. iv. 

3 Ha: pulcherrini® effigies et mansurce. Nam, quae saxa 
etruuntur, si judicium posterorum in odium vertit, pro se- 
pulehris spernuntur. Tacit. Annal. lib. iv. c. 33. 

* Plui, in Peric. p. 153—161. 


was solicitous of pleasing the people on all occasions, 
and slackened the rein more than ever; entertaining 
them as often as possible with shows, festivals, games, 
and other diversions. 

He found means to maintain, during eight months 
in the year, a great number of poor citizens, by put¬ 
ting them on board a fleet consisting of threescore 
ships, which he fitted out every year; and thereby did 
his country an important service, by training up a 
great number of excellent seamen for its defence. 
He also planted several colonies in Chersonesus, in 
Naxos, in Andros, and among the Bisaltae in Thrace. 
He sent a very numerous one to Italy, of which we 
shall soon have occasion to speak, and which built 
Thurium. Pericles had various views in settling those 
colonies, besides the particular design he might have 
of gaining the affections of the people by that means. 
His chief motives were to clear the city of a great 
number of idle persons who were ever ready to dis¬ 
turb the government; to relieve the wants of the lowest 
class of people, who before were unable to maintain 
themselves ; in fine, to awe the allies, by settling 
native Athenians among *hem, as so many garrisons, 
which might prevent their engaging in any measures 
contrary to the interest of that people. The Romans 
acted in the same manner; and it may be said that so 
wise a policy was one of the most effectual methods 
used by them to secure the tranquillity of the state. 

But the circumstance which did Pericles the great¬ 
est honour in the opinion of the people, was his adorn¬ 
ing the city with magnificent edifices and other works, 
which raised the admiration and astonishment of all 
foreigners, and gave them a grand idea of the power 
of the Athenians. It is surprising that in so short a 
space so many works of architecture, sculpture, en¬ 
graving, and painting, should be performed, aod at 
the same time be carried to the highest perfection: for 
it is generally found, that edifices, raised in haste, 
boast neither a solid and durable grace, nor the regu¬ 
lar accuracy of perfect beauty. Commonly, nothing 
biit length of time joined to assiduous labour, can 
give them such strength as may preserve, and make 
tnem triumph over ages; and this raises our wonder 
still more in regard to the works of Pericles, which 
ivere finished with so much rapidity, and have never¬ 
theless subsisted through so great a length of time. 
For each of those works, the very instant it w r as fin¬ 
ished. had the beauty of an antique; and at this very 
day, says Plutarch, above 500 years after, they retain 
a freshness and youth as if just come out of the ar¬ 
tist’s hands; so happily do they preserve the graces 
and charms of novelty, which will not suffer time to 
diminish their lustre; as if an ever-blooming spirit, 
and a soul exempt from age, were diffused into every 
part of those works. 

But that circumstance, w 7 hich excited the admira¬ 
tion of the whole world, raised the jealousy of the 
people against Pericles. His enemies were for ever 
crying aloud in the assemblies, that it was dishonour¬ 
able to the Athenians, to appropriate to themselves 
the bank of all Greece, which he had sent for from 
Delos, where it had been deposited; that the allies 
must necessarily consider such an attempt as a mani¬ 
fest tyranny, when they found that the sums which 
had been extorted from them upon pretence of their 
being employed in the war, were laid out by the 
Athenians in gilding and embellishing their city, in 
making magnificent statues, and raising temples that 
cost millions. They did not exaggerate on these oc¬ 
casions; for the temple of Minerva, called the Par¬ 
thenon, had alone cost 3,000,000 livres. 5 

Pericles, on the contrary, remonstrated to the Athe¬ 
nians, that they were not obliged to give the allies an 
account of the moneys they had received from them; 
that it was enough they defended them from, and re¬ 
pulsed, the barbarians, whilst the allies furnished nei¬ 
ther soldiers, horses, nor ships; and were excused for 
some sums of money, which, from the instant they 
were paid in, were no longer the property of the do¬ 
nors, but of those who received them, provided they 
performed the conditions agreed upon, and in con- 


6 About 145,000/. sterling. 
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sideration of which they were received. He added, 
that as the Athenians were sufficiently provided with 
all things necessary for war, it was but just that they 
should employ the rest of their riches in edifices and 
other works, which, when finished, would give im¬ 
mortal glnry to the city; and which, during the whole 
time they were carrying on, diffused a general plenty, 
nnd gave bread to an infinite number of citizens; that 
they themselves had all kinds of materials, as timber, 
stone, brass, ivorj', gold, ebony, and cypress wood; 
and all sorts of artificers capable of working them, as 
carpenters, masons, smiths, stone-cutters, dyers, gold¬ 
smiths, artificers in ebony, painters, embroiderers, 
end turners; men fit to convey these materials by sea, 
es merchants, sailors, and experienced pilots; others, 
for land carriage, as Cartwrights, waggoners, carters, 
ropemakers, stonehewers, paviors, and miners. That 
i it was for the advantage of the state to employ these 
different artificers and workmen, who, as so many 
separate bodies, formed, when united, a kind of peace¬ 
able and domestic army, whose different functions and 
employments diffused gain and increase throughout 
all sexes and ages: lastly, that whilst men of robust 
bodies, and of an age fit to bear arms, whether sol¬ 
diers or mariners, and those who were in the different 
garrisons, were supported with the public moneys; 
it was but just, that the rest of the people who lived 
in the city should also be maintained in their way; 
and that, as all were members of the same republic, 
they all ought to reap the same advantages, by do¬ 
ing it services, which, though of a different kincl, did 
however all contribute either to its security or orna¬ 
ment. 

One day, as the debates were growing warm. Peri¬ 
cles offered to defray all the expense of these build¬ 
ings, provided it should be declared in the puhlic in¬ 
scriptions, that he alone had been at the charge of 
them. At these words, the people, either admiring 
his magnanimity, or fired with emulation and deter¬ 
mined pot to let him engross that glory, cried with 
one voice, that he might take out of the public trea¬ 
sury all the sums necessary for his purpose. 

Phidias the celebrated sculptor presided over all 
these works as dictator-general. It was he in parti¬ 
cular who formed the statue of Pallas, which was so 
highly valued by all the judges of antiquity. It was 
made of gold and ivory,* and was twenty-six cubits, 
or thirty-nine feet, in height. There arose an incredi¬ 
ble ardour and emulation among the several artificers, 
who ail strove to excel each other, and immortalize 
their names by master-pieces of art. 

The Odeon, or music-theatre, which had a great 
number of rows of seats and columns within it, and 
whose roof grew narrower by degrees, and termina¬ 
ted in a point, was built, as history informs us, after 
the model of king Xerxes’s tent, according to the 
direction of Pericles. It was at that time he pro¬ 
posed, with great warmth, a decree, by which it was 
ordained, that musical games should be celebrated 
on the festival called Panathenaea; and having been 
chosen the judge and distributor of the prizes, he re¬ 
gulated the manner in which musicians should play 
on the flute and the lyre, as w r ell as sing. From that 
time, the musical games were always exhibited in 
this theatre. 

I have already taken notice, that the more the 
beauty and splendour of these works were admired, 
the greater envy and clamour were raised against 
Pericles. The orators of the opposite faction were 
eternally exclaiming against him; .accusing him of 
squandering the public moneys, and of laying out 
very unseasonably the revenues of the state in edi¬ 
fices, whose magnificence was of no use. At last, 
the rupture between him and Thucydides rose to such 
a height, that one or other of them must necessarily 
be banished by the ostracism. He got the better of 
Thucydides; prevailed to have him banished; crush¬ 
ed by that means the faction which opposed him, and 
obtained a despotic authority over the city and gov- 


t Non Minerva Athenis fact® amplitudine utemur, cum 
ea eii cubltorum xxvi. Ebore bore et auro constat. Plin, 1. 
xxxvi. c. 5. 


eminent of Athens. He now disposed at pleasure of 
the public moneys, troops, and ships. The island’s 
and sea were subject to nim; and he reigned singly 
and alone in that wide domain, which extended not 
only over the Greeks, but the barbarians also, and 
which was cemented and strengthened by the obe¬ 
dience and fidelity of the conquered nations, by the 
friendship of kings, and treaties concluded with vari¬ 
ous princes. 

Historians highly extol the magnificent edifices and 
other works with which Pericles adorned Athens, and 
I have related faithfully their testimony; but 1 do not 
know 7 whether the complaints and murmurs raised 
against him w T ere so very ill grounded. Was it, in¬ 
deed, just in him to expend, in superfluous buildings 
and vain decorations, the immense sums intended as 
a fund for carrying on the war? 2 and would it not 
have been better to have eased the allies of part of 
the contributions, which in Pericles’s administration, 
were raised to a third part more than before? Cice¬ 
ro 3 considers only such edifices and other works wor¬ 
thy of admiration, as are of use to the public, as aque¬ 
ducts, city walls, citadels, arsenals, sea-ports; and 
among these we must rank the work made by Pericles 
to join Athens to the port of Piroseus. But Cicero 
observes, at the same time, that Pericles was blamed 
for squandering away the public treasure, merely to 
embellish the < ity with superfluous ornaments. Pla¬ 
to, 4 who formed a judgment of things, not from their 
outward splendour, but from truth, observes, (after 
his master Socrates,) that Pericles, with all his grand 
edifices and other works, had not improved the mind 
of one of the eitizens in virtue, but rather corrupted 
the purity and simplicity of their ancient manners. 

SECTION XI.— PERICLES CHANGES HIS CONDUCT 

TOWARDS THE PEOPLE. HIS PRODIGIOUS AU¬ 
THORITY. HIS DISINTERESTEDNESS. 

When Pericles saw himself thus invested with the 
whole authority, 5 he began to change his behaviour. 
He now was not so mild and affable as before, nor did 
he submit or abandon himself any longer to the w-hims 
and caprice of the people, as to so many winds; but 
drawing in, says Plutarch, the reins of this too loose, 
popular government, in the same manner as we screw 
up the strings of an instrument when too slack, he 
changed it into an aristocracy, or rather a kind of 
monarchy, without departing however from the public 
o-ood. Choosing always what was most expedient, 
and becoming irreproachable in all things, he gained 
so mighty an ascendant over the minds of the people, 
that be turned and directed them at pleasure. Some¬ 
times by his bare advice, and by persuasive methods, 
he would win them over gently to his will, and gain 
their as-ent spontaneously ; at other times when he 
found them obstinate, he would in a manner drag 
them forward against their will, to those measures 
which were most expedient; imitating in this respect 
a skilful physician, who, in a tedious and stubborn 
disease, knows at what time it is proper for him to in¬ 
dulge his patient in innocent things that are pleasing 
to him; at what time afterwards he must administer 
medicines of a strong and violent nature, which in¬ 
deed put him to pain, but are alone capable of restor¬ 
ing his health. 

And, indeed, it is manifest that the utmost skill and • 
abilities were required to manage and govern a popu¬ 
lace haughty from their power and exceedingly ca¬ 
pricious; and in this respect Pericles succeeded won¬ 
derfully. He used to employ, according to the differ¬ 
ent situation of things, sometimes hope and at other 
times feav, as a double helm, either to check the wild 
transports and impetuosity of the people, or to raise 
their spirits when dejected and desponding. By this 
conduct he showed that eloquence, as Plato observes, 
is only the, art of directing the minds of people at 
will; and that the chief excellency of this art consists 
in moving, seasonably, the various passions, whether 


i They amounted to upwards of 10,000,000 French money, 
s Lib. ii. Offic. n. GO. 

* Tn Cor", n. .jio. Tr. Alcib. c. i. p. 130. 
t Flut. in I’cricl. p. 1G3. 








286 HISTORY 

gentle or violent ; which being to the soul what strings 
are to a musical instrument, need only to be touched 
by an ingenious and skilful hand to produce their 
effect. 

It must nevertheless be confessed, that the circum¬ 
stance which gave Pericles this great authority, was, 
not only the force of his eloquence; but, as Thucy¬ 
dides observes, the reputation of his life, and great 
probity. 

Plutarch points out in Pericles one quality which is 
very essential to statesmen; 1 a quality well adapted 
to win the esteem and confidence of the public, and 
which supposes a great superiority of mind; and that 
is, for a man to be fully persuaded that he wants the 
counsels of others, and is not able to manage and di¬ 
rect all things alone; to associate with himself in his 
labours persons of merit, to employ each of these 
according to his talents; and to leave to them the 
management of small matters, which only consume 
time, and deprive him of that liberty of mind, which 
is so necessary in the eonduct of important affairs. 
Such a conduct, says Plutarch, is productive of two 

reat advantages. First, it extinguishes, or at least 

eadens, the force of envy and jealousy, by dividing, 
in some measure, a power, which is grating and of¬ 
fensive to our self-love when we see it united in one 
single person, as if all merit centred in him alone. 
Secondly, it forwards and facilitates the execution of 
affairs, and makes their success more certain. Plu¬ 
tarch, the better to explain his thought, employs a 
very-natural and beautiful comparison. The hand, 
says be, from its being divided into five fingers, is so 
far from being weaker, that it is the stronger, the 
more active, and better adapted to motion, on that 
very account. It is the same with a statesman, who 
has the skill to divide his cares and functions in a 
proper manner, and who by that means makes his 
authority more active, more extensive and decisive: 
whereas, the indiscreet eagerness of a narrow-minded 
man, who takes umbrage at, and wishes to engross 
every thing, serves to no other purpose but to set his 
weakness and incapacity in a stronger light, and to 
disconcert his affairs. But Pericles, says Plutarch, 
did not act in this manner. Like a skilful pilot, who, 
though he stand almost motionless himself, however 
puts every thing in motion, and will sometimes seat 
subaltern officers at the helm; so Pericles wa9 the 
soul of the government; and, seeming to do nothing 
of himself, he actuated and governed all things; eni-, 
ploying the eloquence of one man, the credit and 
interest of another, the prudence of a third, and the 
bravery and courage of a fourth. 

To what has been here related, 2 we may add ano¬ 
ther quality, which is no less rare and valuable, I 
mean, a noble and disinterested soul. Pericles was 
so averse to the receiving of gifts, had such an utter 
contempt for riches, and was so far above all rapa¬ 
ciousness and avarice, that though he had raised 
Athens to the richest and most flourishing state; 
though his power surpassed that of many tyrants and 
kings; though he had long disposed in an absolute 
manner of the treasures of Greece, he did not, how¬ 
ever, add a single drachma to the estate he inherited 
from his father. This was the source, the true cause, 
of the supreme authority of Pericles in the republic; 
the just and deserved fruit of his integrity and per¬ 
fect disinterestedness. 

It was not only for a few short moments, nor during 
the first impressions of rising favour, which are gene¬ 
rally short-lived, that he preserved this authority. He 
maintained it forty years, notwithstanding the oppo¬ 
sition of Cimon, of Tolmides, of Thucydides, and 
many others, who had all declared against him; and 
of these forty years he spent the last fifteen without a 
rival, from the time of Thucydides’s banishment, and 
disposed of all affairs with absolute power. Never¬ 
theless, in the midst of this supreme authority, which 
he had rendered perpetual and unlimited in his own 
person, his soul was always superior to the charms 
and allurements of wealth, though he never neglected 


* Plut in praec. de rep. ger. p. 812. 
2 Plut. in vit. Pericl. p. 101, 162. 
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improving his estate to the utmost of his power. For 
Pericles did not act like those rich men, who, not¬ 
withstanding their immense revenues, either through 
negligence or want of economy, or pompous and ab¬ 
surd expenses, are always poor in the midst of their 
riches; unable and unwilling to do the least service 
to their virtuous friends, or their faithful ar.d zealous 
domestics; and at last die overwhelmed with debts, 
leaving their name and memory to the detestation of 
their unfortunate creditors; of whose ruin they have 
been the cause. I shall not expatiate on another ex¬ 
treme, to which this negligence and want of economy 
generally lead, I mean rapine, a love of gifts, and 
exactions; for here, as well as in the management of 
the public moneys, the maxim of Tacitus holds good, 3 
viz. that when a man has squandered away his estate, 
he then makes it his whole study to retrieve the loss 
of it by all sorts of methods, not excepting the most 
criminal. 

Pericles knew much better the use which a states¬ 
man ought to make of riches. He was sensible that 
he ought to expend them in the service of the. public, 
in procuring of able men to assist him in the adminis¬ 
tration; in relieving good officers, who too often are 
destitute of the favours of fortune; in rewarding and 
encouraging merit of every kind, and a thousand such 
things; to which doubtless, either on account of the 
exquisite joy they give or the solid glory that results 
from them, no one will be so thoughtless as to com¬ 
pare the expenses lavished away in entertainments, 
equipages, or gaming. In this view, Pericles man¬ 
aged his own estate with the utmost economy; having' 
himself taught one of his old servants to take care of 
his domestic concerns; and he always had the ac¬ 
count brought him, at stated times, of all suras that 
had been received as well as expended; confining him¬ 
self and his family to a decent subsistence (from which 
he banished severely all superfluities of a vain and os¬ 
tentatious kind,) suitable to his estate and condition. 
This w'ay of life, indeed, did by no means please I 113 
children when they were come to years of maturity, 
and much less his wife. They thought Pericles did 
not live at a sufficient expense for persons of their 
rank; and murmured at that low and sordid economy, 
as they called it, which carried no air of the plenty 
which generally reigns in houses where riches and 
authority are united. However, Pericles paid little 
regard to these complaints, and directed his conduct 
by far superior views. 

I believe we may apply, on this occasion, a very 
just remark of Plutarch, m his parallel of Aristides 
and Cato. After saying, that political virtue, or the 
art of governing cities and kingdoms, is the greatest 
and most perfect that man can acquire, he adds, that 
economy is not one of the least considerable branches 
of this virtue. And indeed, as riches are one of the 
means which may most contribute to the security or 
ruin of a state; the art that teaches to dispose and 
make a good use of them, and which is called econo¬ 
my, is certainly a branch of politics; and not one of 
the least considerable branches of it, since great wis¬ 
dom is required, in order to the observing a just me¬ 
dium on these occasions, and to the banishing poverty 
and too great opulence from a country. It is this 
art, which, by avoiding industriously all trifling and 
needless expenses, prevents a magistrate from being 
forced to overburden a people with taxes; and keeps 
always in reserve, in the public coffers, money suffi¬ 
cient for the supporting a war that may break out, or 
for providing against an}* unforeseen emergency. 
Now what is said of a kingdom or a city, may be said 
also of individuals. For a city which is composed 
of an assemblage of houses, and which forms a whole 
of several parts united, is either powerful or weak in 
the aggregate, in proportion as all the members of 
which it consists are powerful or weak. Pericles cer¬ 
tainly acquitted himself well with regard to that part 
of this science which relates to the government of a 
family:.but I do not know whether the same may be 
said of his administration of the public revenues. 


- Si ambitione a>rarinm cxhauserimus, per scelera sup- 
plendum erit. Tacit. Annal. 1. ii. c. 38. 






PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 2S7 


SECTION XII. —JEALOUSY AND CONTESTS ARISE 
BETWEEN THE ATHENIANS AND LACEDA’JUONI- 
ANS. A TREATY OF PEACE IS CONCLUDED FOR 
THIRTY Y'EARS. 

Such was the conduct of Pericles with respect to 
his domestic concerns: 1 and his administration of pub¬ 
lic affairs is no less worthy of admiration. The La¬ 
cedaemonians beginning to grow jealous of the pros¬ 
perity of the Athenians, ana to take umbrage at it; 
Pericles, to inspire his citizens with greater courage 
and magnanimity, published a decree, importing, that 
notice should be sent to all the Greeks inhabiting 
either Europe or Asia, and to all the cities great or 
small, to send immediately deputies to Athens, to de¬ 
bate on the means of rebuilding the temples that had 
been burnt by the barbarians; and of performing the 
sacrifices which they had engaged themselves to offer 
up, for the preservation and safety of Greece, when 
war was carrying on against them; as also, to consi¬ 
der the necessary expedients for establishing such an 
order and discipline in their navy, that all ships might 
sail in safety, and the Greeks live in peace one with 
another. 

Accordingly, twenty persons were chosen for this 
embassy, each of whom was upwards of fifty years of 
age. Five of these were sent to the Ionians and Do¬ 
rians of Asia, and the inhabitants of the islands as far 
as Lesbos and Rhodes; five to the countries of the 
Hellespont and Thrace, as far as Byzantium. Five 
were ordered to go to Bceotia, to Phocis, and Pelo- 

E onnesus; and from thence, by the country of the 
ocrians, to proceed to the several cities of the upper 
continent as far as Acarnania and Ambraria. The 
last five were ordered to cross Euboea, and to go to 
the people of mount (Eta, and those of the gulf of 
Malca, and to the inhabitants of Fhthiotis, of Aehaia, 
and of Thessaly ; to induce the several nations to 
come to the assembly convened at Athens, &nd to 
assist at the debates which should be there carried on 
concerning peace and the general affairs of Greece. 
I judged it necessary to enter into this detail, as it 
shows how far the power of the Greeks extended, and 
the authority which the Athenians enjoyed among 
them. 

But all these solicitations were in vain; as the cities 
did not send their deputies, which, according to his¬ 
torians, was owing to the opposition made by the La¬ 
cedemonians, a circumstance we arc not to wonder 
at. They were sensible that Pericles’s design was to 
have Athens acknowledged as mistress and sovereign 
of all the other Grecian cities; and Lacedaemon was 
far from allowing it that honour. A secret leaven of 
dissension had, for some years, begun to disturb the 
tranquillity of Greece; and we shall find by the se¬ 
quel, that this discord augmented continually. 

Pericles had acquired great fame for the wisdom 
with which he formed and conducted his enterprises. 
The troops reposed the highest confidence in him, 
and followed him with full assurance of success. His 
chief maxim in war was, never to venture a battle 
unless he were almost certain of victory, and not to 
lavish the blood of the eitizens. He used to say fre¬ 
quently, that were it in its power they should be im¬ 
mortal; that trees when felled shoot to life again in a 
little time, but when once men die they are lost for 
ever. A victory that was only the effect of fortunate 
temerity, appeared to him little worthy of praise, 
though it often was much admired. 

His expedition into the Thracian Chersonesus did 
him s:reat honour, and was of great advantage to all 
the Greeks of that country; for he not only strength¬ 
ened the Grecian cities of that peninsula, by the col¬ 
onies of the Athenians which he carried thither, but 
also shut up the isthmus with a strong wall, with forts 
at proper distances from sea to sea; securing bv that 
means the whole country from the perpetual incur¬ 
sions of the Thracians, who were very near neigh¬ 
bours to it. 

He also sailed with 100 ships round Peloponnesus, 
spreading the terror of the Athenian arms wherever he 


came, the success of which was not once interrupted 
on this occasion. 

He advanced as far as the kingdom of Pontus with 
a large, well-manned, and magnificent fleet; and 
granted the Grecian cities all the}' thought fit to ask 
of him. At the same time he displayed to the barba¬ 
rian nations in that neighbourhood, to their kings and 
princes, the greatness of the power of the Athenians; 
and proved to them, by the security with which he 
sailed to all parts, that they possessed the empire of 
the seas without a rival. 

But so constant aud shining a fortune began to 
dazzle the eyes of the Athenians. 2 Intoxicated with 
the idea of their power and grandeur, they r.ow re¬ 
volved nothing but the boldest and most lofty projects. 
They were for ever talking of new attempts upon 
Egypt; of attacking the maritime provinces of the 
great king; of carrying their arms into Sicily (a fatal 
and unhappy design, which at that time did not take 
effect, though it was revived soon after;) and of ex¬ 
tending their conquests towards Hetruria on one side, 
and Carthage on the other. Pericles was far from 
giving in to such idle views, or supporting them with 
his credit and approbation. On the contrary, his 
whole study was to damp that restless ardour, and 
check an ambition which no longer knew either 
bounds or measure. It was his opinion, that the 
Athenians ought to employ their forces for the future, 
only in securing and preserving their present acquisi¬ 
tions; and he thought he had gained a great point in 
restraining the power of the Lacedemonians, the re¬ 
ducing of which he always meditated; and this was 
particularly seen in the sacred war. 

This name was given to the war which was raised 
on account of Delphi. 3 The. Lacedaemonians having 
entered armed into the country where that temple is 
situated, had dispossessed the people of Phocis of the 
superintendence of that temple, and bestowed it on 
the Delphians. As soon as they had left it, Peri¬ 
cles went thither with an army and restored the Pho- 
cians. 

Eubo?a having rebelled at the same time, Pericles * 
was obliged to march thither with an army. He was 
no sooner arrived there, than news was brought that 
the inhabitants of Megara had taken up arms, and 
that the Lacedaemonians headed by Plistonax their 
king, were on the frontiers of Attica. This obliged 
him to quit Euboea, and to go with all possible expe¬ 
dition to defend his country. The Lacedaemonian 
army being retired, he returned against the rebels, 
and again subjected all the cities of Euboea to the 
Athenians. 

After this expedition, 4 a truce of 
thirty years w’as concluded be- A. M. 3558, 
tween the Athenians and Lacedie- Ant. J. C. 446. 
monians. This treaty restored 
tranquillity for the present; but as it did not descend 
to the root of the evil, nor cure the jealousy and en¬ 
mity of the two nations, this calm was not of long du¬ 
ration. 

SECTION XIII.— NEW SUBJECTS OF CONTENTION 

BETWEEN THE TWO NATIONS, OCCASIONED BY 

THE ATHENIANS LAYING SIEGE TO SAMOS ; BY 

THEIR SUCCOURING THE PEOPLE OF CORCYRA, 

AND BESIEGING POTID^A. AN OPEN RUPTURE 

ENSUES. 

The Athenians, 5 six years after, 
took up arms against Samos in fa- A. M. 3564. 
voor of Miletus. These two cities Ant. J. C. 440. 
were contesting for that of Priene, 
to which each claimed a right. It is pretended, that 
Pericles kindled this war to please a famous courte¬ 
san, of whom he was very fond; her name was As- 
pasia, a native of Miletus. After several events and 
battles, Pericles besieged the capital of the island of 
Samos. It is said, that this was the first time he used 
military engines, as battering-rams and tortoises, in- 


- Plut. in Pericl. p. 1G4. 2 Ibid. 

A Thucyd. I. i. p. 75. Diod. p. 87. 
c Thucyd. 1. i. p. 75, 7G. Diod. l.xii. p. 88, 89. Plut. in 
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vented by Artemon the engineer, who was lame, and 
therefore was always carried in a chair to the batte¬ 
ries, whence he was surnamed Periphoretus. The use 
of these machines had been long known in the East. 
The Samians, after sustaining a nine months’ siege, 
surrendered; Pericles razed their walls, dispossessed 
them of their ships, and demanded‘immense sums to 
defray the expenses of the war. Part of these sums 
they paid down; agreed to disburse the rest at a cer¬ 
tain time, and gave hostages by way of security for 
the payment. 

After the reduction of Samos, Pericles, being re¬ 
turned to Athens, in a splendid manner celebrated the 
obsequies of those who had lost their lives in this war, 
and pronounced in person the funeral oration over 
their graves. This custom, which he first introduced, 
was afterwards regularly observed. The senate of 
the Areopagus always appointed the orator on these 
occasions. He was chosen, ten years after, for the 
like ceremony in the beginning of the Peloponnesian 
war. 

Pericles, 1 who foresaw that a 
A. M. 3572. rupture would soon ensue between 
Ant. J. C. 432. the Athenians and Lacedaemonians, 
advised the former to send aid to 
the people of Coreyra, whom the Corinthians had in¬ 
vaded; and to win over to their interest that island, 
which was so very formidable at sea; foretelling 
them, that they would shortly be attacked by the na¬ 
tions of the Peloponnesus. The occasion of the 
quarrel between the people of Corcyra and Corinth, 
which gave rise to the Peloponnesian war, one of the 
most considerable events in the Grecian history, was 
a3 follows. 

Epidamnum, 2 a maritime city of Macedonia among 
the Taulantii, was a colony of Corcyreans, founded 
by Phalius of Corinth. Tfiis city having become in 
process of time very populous and powerful, divisions 
arose in it, and the common people expelled the most 
wealthy inhabitants, who went over to the neigh¬ 
bouring nations, and infested them greatly by their 
incursions. In this extremity they first had recourse 
to the Corcyreans, and being refused by them, they 
addressed the Corinthians, who took them under their 
protection, sent succours to them, and settled other 
inhabitants in their city. But they did not continue 
long unmolested there, the Corcyreans besieging it 
with a large fleet. The people of Corinth hastened 
to its aid, but having been defeated at sea, the city 
surrendered that very day upon condition that the 
foreigners should be slaves, and the Corinthians pris¬ 
oners till farther orders. The Corcyreans erected a 
trophy, murdered all their prisoners except the Cor¬ 
inthians, and laid waste the whole country. 

The year after the battle, the Corinthians raised a 
greater army than the former, and fitted out a new 
fleet. The people of Corcyra, finding it would he 
impossible for them to make head alone against such 
powerful enemies, sent to the Athenians to desire 
their alliance. The treaty of peace concluded be¬ 
tween the states of Greece, left such Grecian cities as 
had not declared themselves on either side, the liber¬ 
ty of joining whom they pleased, or of standing neu¬ 
ter. This the Corcyreans had hitherto done, judging 
it their interest not to espouse any party; in conse¬ 
quence of which they had hitherto been without allies. 
They now sent for this purpose to Athens; and the 
Corinthians hearing of it, sent deputies thither also 
on their part. The affair was debated with great 
warmth in the presence of the people, who heard the 
reasons on both sides, and it was twice discussed in the 
assembly. The Athenians declared the first time in 
favour of the Corinthians; but afterwards changing 
their opinion (doubtless in consequence of the remon¬ 
strances of Pericles,) they received the Corcyreans 
into their alliance. However, they did not go so far 
as to conclude a league offensive and defensive with 
them (for they could not declare war against Corinth 
without breaking at the same time with all Pelopon¬ 


1 Thucvd. 1. i. p. 17—37. Diod. 1. xii. p. 90—93. Plut. 

in Pcricl. j). 107. 

a This city was afterwards called Dyrrachium. 


nesus,) but only agreed to succour each other mu¬ 
tually, in case they should be attacked, either in their 
own person or in that of their allies. Their real de¬ 
sign was, to set those two states, which were very 
owerful by sea, at variance; and after each should 
ave exhausted the other by a tedious war, to tri¬ 
umph over the weakest; for at that time there were 
but three states in Greece who possessed powerful 
fleets; and these were Athens, Corinth, and Corcyra. 
They also had a design on Italy and Sicily, which 
their taking the island of Corcyra would very much 
promote. 

On this plan they concluded an alliance with the 
Corcyreans, and accordingly sent them ten galleys, 
but with an order for them not to engage the Corin-• 
thians, unless they should first invade the island of 
Corcyra, or some other place belonging to their allies; 
this precaution was used, in order that the articles of 
the truce might not be infringed. 

But it was very difficult to obey these orders. A 
battle was fought between the Corcyreans and the 
Corinthians, near the island of Sybota, opposite to 
Corcyra: it was one of the most considerable, with 
regard to the number of ships, that was ever fought 
between the Greeks. The advantage was nearly 
equal on both sides. About the end of the battle, as 
night was drawing on, twenty Athenian galleys came 
up. The Corcyreans, with this reinforcement, sailed 
next day by clay-break towards tbe port of Sybota, 
whither the Corinthians had retired, to see it they 
would venture a second engagement. However, the 
latter contented themselves with sailing out in order 
of battle, without fighting. Both parties erected a 
trophy in the island of Sybota, each ascribing the vic¬ 
tory to themselves. 

From this war arose another, 3 which occasioned an 
open rupture between the Athenians and Corinthians, 
and afterwards the war of Peloponnesus. Potidasa, 
a city -of Macedonia, was a colony belonging to the 
Corinthians, who sent magistrates thither annually; 
but it was dependent at that time on Athens, and paid 
tribute to it. The Athenians fearing this city would 
revolt, and prevail with the rest of the Thracian al¬ 
lies to join them, commanded the inhabitants to de¬ 
molish their walls on the side nextPallene; to deliver 
hostages to them as sureties for their fidelity; and to 
send back the magistrates which Corinth had given 
them. Demands of so unjust a nature only hastened 
the revolt. The Potidoeans declared against the Athe¬ 
nians, 4 and several neighbouring cities followed their 
example. Both Athens and Corinth took up arms 
and sent forces thither. The two armies engaged 
near Potidaea, and that of the Athenians had the ad¬ 
vantage. Alcibiades, who was then very young, and 
Socrates his master, signalized themselves on this oc¬ 
casion. It is something very singular, to see a philo¬ 
sopher put on his coat of mail; as well as to consider 
his behaviour and conduct in a battle. There was 
not a soldier in the whole army who so resolutely 
supported all the toils and fatigues of the campaign as 
Socrates. Hunger, thirst, and cold, were enemies he 
had long accustomed himself to despise and subdue 
with ease. Thrace, the scene of this expedition, was 
a frozen region. Whilst the other soldiers, covered 
with thick clothes and warm furs, lay close in their 
tents, and scarce ever dared to stir out of them; So¬ 
crates used to come into the open air clad as usual, 
and barefooted. His gayety and wit were the life of 
the table; and induced others to pass the glass round 
cheerfully, though he himself never drank wine to 
excess. When the armies engaged he performed 
his duty wonderfully well. Alcibiades having been 
thrown down and wounded, Socrates placed himself 
before him, defended him valiantly, and, in sight of 
the whole army, prevented him and his arms from, 
being taken by the enemy. The prize of valour was 
justly due to Socrates; but as the generals seemed 
inclined to decree it to Alcibiades, on account of his 
illustrious birth; Socrates, who only sought for op¬ 
portunities to inflame him with a desire of true glory, 
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contributed more than any other person, by the no¬ 
ble eulogium he made on his courage, to cause the 
crown and complete suit of armour (which was the 
prize of valour) to be adjudged to Alcibiades. 

Notwithstanding the loss which the Corinthians had 
sustained in the battle, the inhabitants of Potidrca did 
not change their conduct. The city was therefore 
besieged. The Corinthians, 1 fearing to lose a place 
of so much importance, addressed their allies in the 
strongest terms; who all, in conjunction with them, 
sent a deputation to Lacedaemon, to complain of the 
Athenians, as having infringed the articles of peace. 
The Lacedseinonians admitted them to audience in 
one of their ordinary assemblies. The people of iEgi- 
na, though very much disgusted at the Athenians, (lid 
not send a deputation publicly thither for fear of giv¬ 
ing umbrage to a republic to which they were subject, 
but they acted in secret as strenuously as the rest. 
The people of Megara complained vehemently against 
the Athenians, that (contrary to the law of nations, 
and in prejudice to the treaty concluded between the 
Greeks) they had prohibited them by a public decree 
from access to their fairs and markets, and excluded 
them from all the ports dependent on them. By that 
decree, 2 * according to Plutarch,3 the Athenians de¬ 
clared an eternal and irreconcileable hatred against 
Megara; and ordained that all Megarians should be 
put to death that set foot in Athens: and that all the 
Athenian generals, when they took the usual oath, 
should swear expressly, that they would send a body 
of soldiers twice a year, to lay waste the territories 
of that hostile city. 

The chief complaints were made by the Corinthian 
ambassador, who spoke with the utmost force and 
freedom. He represented to the Lacedaemonians, 
that as they themselves never swerved from the most 
inviolable integrity, either in public or private tran¬ 
sactions, they for that very reason, were less inclined 
to suspect the probity of others; and that their own 
moderation prevented their discovering the ambition 
of their enemies: that instead of flying, with readiness 
and activity, to meet dangers and calamities, they 
never attempted to remedy them, till they were quite 
crushed by them: that by their indolence and supine¬ 
ness, they had given the Athenians an opportunity of 
attaining, by insensible degrees, their present height 
of grandeur and power: that it was quite different 
with regard to the Athenians: “ that this active, vigi¬ 
lant, and indefatigable people, were never at rest 
themselves, nor would suffer any other nation to be 
so. Employed,” says he, “ wholly in their projects, 
and they form none but such as are great and bold, 
their deliberations are speedy, and their execution the 
same. One enterprise serves only as a step to a se¬ 
cond. Whether they are successful or unfortunate, 
they turn every thing to their advantage; and never 
stop in their career, nor are discouraged. But you, 
who are opposed by such formidable enemies, are 
lulled asleep in a fatal tranquillity; and do not reflect 
that it is not sufficient for a man who desires to live 
at ease merely to forbear injuring others, he must 
also hinder any one from injuring him; and that jus¬ 
tice consists, not only in forbearing to commit evil 
ourselves, but in avenging that done to us by others. 
Shall I be so free as to say it? Your integrity is of 
too antique a cast for the present state of affairs. It is 
necessary for men in politics, as well as in all other 
things, to conform always to times and circumstances. 
When people are at peace they may follow their an¬ 
cient maxims; but wnen they are involved in a vari¬ 
ety of difficulties, they must try new expedients, and 
set every engine at work to extricate themselves. It 


i Thucyd. 1. i. p. 43—59. a p| u t. in Pericl. p. 168. 

» According to Plutarch, some persons pretended that Pe¬ 
ricles had caused this decree to he enacted, to revenge the 
private injury done to Aspasia, from whose house the people 
of Megara had carried off two courtezans; and he cites some 
vorses of Aristophanes, who, in a comedy entitled the Jlchar . 
nanians , reproaches Pericles with this action. But Thucy¬ 
dides, a contemporary author, who was very well acquainted 
with al! the transactions of Athens, does not say a word of 

this affair; and he is much more worthy of belief than a 

poet who was a professed slanderer and satirist. 
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is by these arts that the Athenians have increased 
their power so much. Had you imitated their activ¬ 
ity, they would not have dispossessed us of Corcyra, 
and would not now be laying siege to Potidrea. Fol¬ 
low, at least on this occasion, their example, by suc¬ 
couring the Potidteans and the rest of your allies, as 
your duty obliges you; and do not force your friends 
and neighbours, by forsaking them, to have recourse, 
through despair, to other powers.” 

The Athenian ambassador, who was come to Sparta 
upon other affairs, and was in the assembly, did not 
think it advisable to let this speech go unanswered. 
He put the Lacedaemonians in mind, of the still re¬ 
cent services that the republic, by which he was sent, 
had done to all Greece, which (he said) merited some 
regard; and that therefore it ought not to be envied, 
much less should endeavours be used to lessen its 
power: that the Athenians could not be charged with 
having usurped an empire over Greece; since it was 
merely at the entreaty of their allies, and in some 
measure with the consent of Sparta, that they had 
been forced to take the abandoned helm: that those 
who murmured, did it without grounds ; and only 
from the aversion which mankind in general have to 
dependence and subjection, though of the gentlest 
and most equitable kind: that he exhorted them to 
employ a sufficient time in deliberating, before they 
came to a resolution; and not involve themselves and 
all Greece in a war, which would necessarily be at¬ 
tended with the most fatal consequences: that gentle 
methods might be found for terminating the differ¬ 
ences of the allies, without breaking at once into open 
violence. However, that the Athenians, in case of an 
invasion, were able to oppose force with force; and 
would prepare for a vigorous defence, after having 
invoked, against Sparta, the deities who take ven¬ 
geance of those that forswear themselves, and violate 
the faith of treaties. 

The ambassadors being withdrawn, and the affair 
debated, the majority were for war. But before the 
final resolution was passed, Archidamus, king of 
Sparta, setting himself above those prejudices which 
so strongly biassed the rest, and directing his views 
to futurity, made a speech in which he set forth the 
dreadful consequences of the war in which they were 
going to embark; showed the strength and resources 
of the Athenians; exhorted them first to try gentle 
methods, which they themselves had seemed to ap¬ 
prove; but to make, in the mean time, the necessary 
preparations for carrying on so important an enter¬ 
prise, and not to be under any apprehensions, that 
their moderation and delays would bebrandtd with 
the name of cowardice, since their past actions secured 
them from any suspicion of that kind. 

But, notwithstanding all these wise expostulations, 
a war was resolved. The people caused the allies to 
return into the assembly, and declared to them, that 
in their opinion the Athenians were the aggressors; 
but that it would be expedient first to assemble all 
who were in the alliance, in order that peace or war 
might be agreed upon unanimously. This decree of 
the Lacedaemonians was made in the fourteenth year 
of the truce; and was not owing so much to the com¬ 
plaint of the allies, as to the jealousy of the Athenian 
power, which had already subjected a considerable 
part of Greece. 

Accordingly the allies were convened a second 
time. 4 They all gave their votes in their several 
turns, from the greatest city to the least, and war 
was resolved by general consent. However, as they 
bad not yet made any preparations, it was judged ad¬ 
visable to begin them immediately; and while this 
was doing, in order to gain time, and observe the ne¬ 
cessary formalities, to send ambassadors to Athens, 
to complain of the violation of the treaty. 

The first who were sent thither, reviving an old 
complaint, required of the Athenians to expel from 
their city the descendants of those who had profaned 
the temple of Minerva in the affair of Cylon. 5 As 


« Thucyd. l.i. p. 74-84.93. 

* This Cylon had seized on the citadel of Athens above 
100 years before. Those who followed him, being besieged 
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Pericles was of that family by the mother ’9 side, the 
view of the Lacedaemonians, id making- this demand, 
was, either to procure his banishment or lessen his 
authority. However, it was not complied with. The 
second ambassadors required, that the siege of Poti- 
daea should be raised, and the liberty of jEgina re¬ 
stored; and above all, that the decree against the 
Megarians should be repealed; declaring, that other¬ 
wise no accommodation could take place. In fine, a 
third embassy came, who took no notice of any of 
these particulars, but only said, that the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians were for peace: but that this could never be, 
except the Athenians should cease to infringe the li¬ 
berties of Greece. 

SECTION XIV.— TROUBLES EXCITED AGAINST 

PERICLES. HE DETERMINES THE ATHENIANS 

TO ENGAGE IN WAR AGAINST THE LACEDAEMO¬ 
NIANS. 

Pericles opposed all these demands w T ith great 
vigour, 1 and especially that relating to the Megarians. 
He had great influence at Athens, but at the same 
time had many enemies. Not daring to attack him 
at first in person, they cited his most intimate friends, 
and those for whom he had the greatest esteem, as 
Phidias, Aspasia, and Anaxagoras, before the people; 
and their design in this was, to sound how the people 
stood affected towards Pericles himself. 

Phidias was accused of having embezzled consid¬ 
erable sums in the forming the statue of Minerva, 
which was his master-piece. The prosecution having 
been carried on with the usual forms, before the as¬ 
sembly of the people, not a single proof of Phidias’s 
pretended embezzlement appeared: for that artist, 
from the time of his beginning that statue, had by Pe¬ 
ricles’s advice, contrived the workmanship of the gold 
in such a manner, that all of it might be taken oft' and 
weighed; which accordingly Pericles bid the inform¬ 
ers doin presence of all the spectators. But Phidias 
bad witnesses against him, the truth of whose evi¬ 
dence he could neither dispute nor silence; these were 
the fame and beauty of his works, the ever-existing 
causes of the envy which attacked him. The cir¬ 
cumstance which they could least forgive in him was, 
his having represented to the life (in the battle of the 
Amazons, engraved on the shield of the goddess) his 
own person, and that of Pericles: 2 and, by an imper¬ 
ceptible art, he had so blended and incorporated these 
figures with the whole work, that it was impossible to 
erase them, without disfiguring and taking to pieces 
the whole statue. Phidias was therefore dragged to 
prison, where he came to his end, either by the com¬ 
mon course of nature or by poison. Other authors 
say, that he was only banished, and that after his ex¬ 
ile he made the famous statue of Jupiter at Olympia. 
It is not possible to excuse, in any manner, the in¬ 
gratitude of the Athenians, in thus making a prison or 
death the reward of a master-piece of art; nor their 
excessive rigour in punishing, as a capital crime, an 
action that appears innocent in itself; or which, to 
make the worst of it, was a vanity very pardonable in 
an artist. 

Aspasia, a native of Miletus in Asia, had settled in 
Athens, where she had become very famous, not so 
much for the charms of her person, as for her vivacity 
and the solidity of her wit, and her great knowledge. 
All the illustrious men in the city thought it an hon¬ 
our to frequent her house. Socrates himself used to 
visit her constantly; 3 and was not ashamed to pass 
for her pupil, and to own that he had learned rhetoric 
from her. Pericles declared also that he was indebted 
to Aspasia for his eloquence, which so greatly distin¬ 
guished him in Athens; and that it was from her con¬ 
versation he had imbibed the principles of the art of 


in it, and reduced to extreme famine, fled for shelter to the 
temple of Minerva, from whence they afterwards were taken 
out hy force and cut to pieces. Those who advised this 
murder were declared guilty of impiety and sacrilege, and 
as such banished. However, they were recalled some time 
after. 

1 Plut. in Pericl. p. 163,169. 

* Aristot. in tractat. de mund. p. 613. 

* Plat, in Meaex. p. 235. 


policy, for she was exceedingly well versed in the 
maxims of government. Their intimacy was owing to 
still stronger motives. Pericles did not love his wife, 
he resigned her very freely to another man, and sup¬ 
plied her place with Aspasia, whom he loved passion¬ 
ately, though her reputation was more than suspi¬ 
cious. Aspasia was accused of impiety and a dissolute 
conduct; and it was with the utmost difficulty that 
Pericles saved her, by his entreaties, and by the com¬ 
passion he raised in the judges, by shedding abund¬ 
ance of tears whilst her cause was pleading; a beha¬ 
viour little consistent with the dignity of his character, 
and the rank of supreme head of the most powerful 
state of Greece. 

A decree bad passed, by which informations were 
ordered to be laid against all such persons as denied 
what was ascribed to the ministry of the gods; 4 or 
those philosophers and others who gave lessons on the 
more abstruse points of physics, and the motions of 
the heavens, topics which were considered injurious 
to the established religion. The scope and aim of this 
decree was, to make Pericles suspected with regard 
to these matters, because Anaxagoras had been his 
master. This philosopher taught, that one only In¬ 
telligence had modified the chaos, and disposed the 
universe in the beautiful order in which we now see 
it; which tended directly to depreciate the gods of 
the Pagan system. Pericles thinking it would be im¬ 
possible for him to save his life, sent him out of the 
city to a place of safety. 

The enemies of Pericles seeiog that the people ap¬ 
proved and received with pleasure all these accusa¬ 
tions, impeached that great man himself, and charged 
him with embezzling the public moneys duringhis ad¬ 
ministration. A decree wa9 made, by which Pericles 
was obliged to give in immediately his accounts; was 
to be tried for peculation and rapine; and the cause 
to be adjudged by 1500 judges. Pericles had no real 
cause for fear, because in the administration of the 
public affairs his conduct had always been irreproach¬ 
able; especially on the side of interest; he could not 
however but be under some apprehensions from the 
ill will of the people, when he considered their great 
levity and inconstancy. One day when Alcibiades 
(then very young) went to visit Pericles, he was told 
that he was not to be spoken with, because of some 
affairs of great consequence in which he was then en¬ 
gaged. Alcibiades inquiring what these mighty affairs 
were, was answered, that Pericles was preparing to 
give in his accounts. “ He ought rather,” says Alci¬ 
biades, “ to think bow he may avoid giving them in:” 
and indeed this is what Pericles at last resolved. To 
allay the storm, he made a resolution to oppose the 
inclination the people discovered for the Peloponne¬ 
sian war no longer, preparations for which had been 
long carrying on, firmly persuaded that this would 
soon silence all complaints against him; that envy 
would yield to a more powerful motive; and that the 
citizens when in such imminent danger, would not fail 
of throwing themselves into his arms, and submit im¬ 
plicitly to nis conduct, from his great power and ex¬ 
alted reputation. 

This is what some historians have related ; 5 and the 
comic poets in the lifetime, and under the eye, as it 
were, of Pericles, spread a report in public, to sully, 
if possible, his reputation and merit, which drew upon 
him the envy ana enmity of many. Plutarch on thi3 
occasion makes a reflection which may be of great 
service, not only to those in the administration of 
public affairs, but to all sorts of persons, as well as 
of advantage in the ordinary intercourse of life. He 
thinks it strange, when actions are good in them¬ 
selves, and as far as can be judged from external ap¬ 
pearance, laudable in all respects, that men purely to 
discredit illustrious personages, should pretend to dive 
into their hearts; and from a spirit of the vilest and 


4 T* Sum vo/uifyvTcis, Xoyouj r«y 
y<3*<rxovTc«j. Anaxagoras, teaching that the divine Intelli¬ 
gence alone gave a regular motion to all the parts of nature, 
and presided in the government of the universe; destroyed, 
by that system, the plurality of gods, their powers, and all 
the peculiar functions which were ascribed to them. 

6 Tlut. de Herod, malign, p. 855, 856. 
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most abject malignity, should ascribe such views and 
intentions to them, as they probably never so much 
as imagined. lie, on the contrary, wishes, when the 
motive is obscure, and the same action may be con¬ 
sidered in different lights, that men would always 
view it in the most favourable, and incline to judge 
candidly of it. He applies this maxim to the reports 
which had been spread concerning Pericles, as the 
fomenterof the Peloponnesian war, merely for private 
and interested views; whereas, the whole tenor of 
his past conduct ought to have convinced every body, 
that it was wholly from reasons of state, and for the 
good of the public, that he at last acquiesced in an 
opinion, which he had hitherto thought it incumbent 
on him to oppose. 

Whilst this affair was carrying on at Athens, 1 the 
Lacedaemonians sent several embassies thither, one 
after another, to make the various demands above 
mentioned. At last the affair was debated in the as¬ 
sembly of the people, and it was resolved they should 
first deliberate upon all the articles, before they gave 
a positive answer. Opinions, as is usual in these ca¬ 
ses, were divided; and some were for abolishing the 
decree enacted against Megara, which seemed the 
chief obstacle to a peace. 

Pericles spoke on this occasion with a force of elo¬ 
quence, which his view to the public welfare, and 
the honour of his country, rendered more vehement 
and triumphant than it had ever appeared before. He 
showed, in the first place, that the decree relating to 
Megara, on which the greatest stress was laid, was 
not of so little consequence as they imagined: that 
the demand made by the Lacedaemonians on that head 
was merely to sound the disposition of the Athenians, 
and to try whether it would be possible to encroach 
upon then) by frightening them: that should they re¬ 
cede on this occasion, it would betray fear and weak¬ 
ness: that the affair was of less importance than the 
giving up to the Lacedaemonians the empire which 
the Athenians bad possessed during so many years, by 
their courage and resolution: that should the Athe¬ 
nians give way on this point, the Lacedaemonians 
would immediately prescribe new laws to them, as to 
a people seized with dread; whereas, if they made a 
vigorous resistance, their opponents would be obliged 
to treat them at least, on the foot of equals: that with 
regard to the present matters in dispute, arbiters 
might be chosen, in order to adjust them in an amica¬ 
ble way; but that it did not become the Lacedaemoni¬ 
ans to command the Athenians with a magisterial air, 
to quit Potidaea, to freeiEgina, and revoke the decree 
relating to Megara: that such imperious behaviour 
was directly contrary to the treaty, which declared in 
express terms, Thai should any disputes arise among 
the allies, they should be decided by pacific methods, 
AND WITHOUT ANY PARTY’S BEING OBLIGED TO 
GIVE UP ANY PART OF WHAT THEY POSSESSED : 
that the surest way to prevent a government from be¬ 
ing eternally contesting about its possessions, is to 
lake up arms, and dispute its rights sw r ord in hand: 
that the Athenians had just reason to believe they 
would gain their cause this way; and to give them a 
stronger idea of this truth, he set before them a most 
brilliant description of the present state of AtbeD9, 
giving a very particular account of its treasures, reve¬ 
nues, fleets, land as well as sea forces, and those of 
its allies; contrasting these several resources with the 
poverty of the Lacedaemonians, who (he said) had no 
money, which is the sinews of war, not to mention 
the poor condition of their navy, on which success in 
war most depended. And indeed, 2 there were at that 
time in the public treasury, which the Athenians had 
brought from Delos to their city, 9600 talents, which 
amount to about 1,200,000Z. sterling. The annual 
contributions of the allies amounted to 460 talents, 
that is, to near 1,400,000 French livres. In cases of 
necessity, the Athenians would find infinite resources 3 

i Thucyd. 1. i. p. 93-97. Diod. 1. xii. p. 95-97. 

» Diod, 1. xit. p. 96, 97. 

* [The Athenian revenues consisted of, 1. Contributions 
from the allies, which amounted to 600 talents in the days 
ot Alcibiades. 2. Customs at the rate of 2 per cent, on im¬ 
ports and exports, which yielded 36 talents. 3. Confiscations 


in the ornaments of the temples, since those of the 
statue of Minerva alone amounted to fifty talents of 
gold, that is, 1,500,000 French livres, which might be 
taken from the'statue without spoiling it, and be after¬ 
wards fixed on again in more auspicious times. With 
regard to the laud forces, they amounted to very near 
30,000 men, and the fleet consisted of 300 galleys. 
Above all, he advised them not to venture a battle in 
their own country against the Peloponnesians, whose 
troops were superior in number to theirs; not to re¬ 
gard the laying waste of their lands, as they might 
easily be restored to their former condition; but to 
consider the loss of their men as highly important, 
because irretrievable; to make their whole policy con¬ 
sist in defending their city, and preserving the empire 
of the sea, which would certainly one day give them 
the superiority over their enemies. He laid dow n the 
plan for carrying on the war, not for a single cam¬ 
paign, but during the whole time it might last; and 
enumerated the evils they had to fear, if they deviated 
from that system. Pericles, after adding other con¬ 
siderations, taken from the character and internal go¬ 
vernment of the two republics; the one uncertain and 
fluctuating in its deliberations, and rendered still 
slower in the execution, from its being obliged to wait 
for the consent of its allies; the other speedy, deter¬ 
minate, independent, and mistress of its resolutions, 
which is no indifferent circumstance with regard to 
the success of enterprises; Pericles, I say, concluded 
his speech, and gave his opinion as follows: “We 
have no more to do but to dismiss the ambassadors, 
and to give them this answer: That we permit those 
of Megara to trade with Athens, upon condition that 
the Lacedaemonians do not prohibit either us, or our 
allies, to trade with them. With regard to the cities 
of Greece, we shall leave those free who were so at 
the time of our agreement, provided they shall do the 
same with regard to those dependent on them. We 
do not refuse to submit the decision of our differences 
to arbitration, and will not commit the first hostili¬ 
ties: however, in case of being attacked, we shall 
make a vigorous defence.” 

The ambassadors were answered as Pericles had 
dictated. They returned home, and never came again 
to Athens; soon after which the Peloponnesian war 
broke out. 

CHAPTER II. 

TRANSACTIONS OF THE GREEKS IN SICILY AND 
ITALY. 

As the Peloponnesian war is a great event, of con¬ 
siderable duration, before I enter upon the history of 
it, it may be proper to relate, in a few words, the most 
considerable transactions which had happened in Gra¬ 
cia Major, to the time we now speak of, whether in 
Sicily or Italy. 

SECTION I.— THE CARTHAGINIANS ARE DEFEAT¬ 
ED IN SICILY. THERON, TYRANT OF AGRIGEN- 

TUM. REIGN OF GELON IN SYRACUSE, AND HIS 

TWO BROTHERS. LIBERTY IS RESTORED. 

I. Gelon. 

We have seen that Xerxes * 
whose project tended to no less A. M. 3520. 
than the total extirpation of the Ant. J. C. 434. 
Greeks, had prevailed with the 
Carthaginians to make war agamst the people of Sici¬ 
ly. They crossed over thither with an army of above 
300,000 men, and a fleet of 2000 ships, and upwards 
of 3000 transports. Hamilcar, the ablest of the Car¬ 
thaginian generals at that time, was charged with this 
expedition. However, the success was not answera¬ 
ble to these mighty preparations; the Carthaginians 


of the property of individuals. 4. Rents and produce of 
mines and marble quarries. 5. Capitation taxon the Metoikd 
or strangers permanently settled in the city. Xenophon 
estimates the whole at 1,000 talents, or 25G,000Z. sterling. 
Walpole's Memoirs on European Turkey , p. 435.] 

4^ Diod. 1. xi. p. 1, and 16—22. 
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were entirely defeated by Gelon, who at that time 
had the chief authority in Syracuse. 

This Gelon was born in a city of Sicily, 1 situated 
on the southern coast between Agrigentum and Ca- 
marina, called Gelas, whence perhaps he received his 
name. He had signalized himself very much in the 
wars, which Hippocrates, tyrant of Gela, carried on 
against the neighbouring powers, most of whom he 
subdued, and was very near taking Syracuse. After 
the death of Hippocrates, Gelon, upon pretence of 
defending the rights and succession of the tyrant’s 
children, took up arms against his own citizens, and 
having overcome them in a battle, possessed himself 
of the government in his own name. Some time af¬ 
ter he made himself master also of Syracuse, by the 
assistance of some exiles whom he had caused to re¬ 
turn into it, and who had engaged the populace to 
open the gates of that city to him. He then gave 
Gela to Hiero his brother, and applied himself wholly 
in extending the limits of the territory of Syracuse, 
and soon rendered himself very powerful. We may 
form a judgment of this from the army which he of¬ 
fered the Grecian ambassadors, 2 who came to desire 
his aid against the king of Persia; and by his demand 
of being appointed generalissimo of their forces, 
which however they refused. The fear he was in at 
that time, of being soon invaded by the Carthagini¬ 
ans, was the chief occasion of his not succouring the 
Greeks. He showed himself to be a crafty politician 
by his conduct; and when news was brought him of 
Xerxes’s having crossed the Hellespont, he sent a 
trusty person with rich presents, and ordered him to 
wait the issue of the first battle, and in case Xerxes 
should be victorious, to pay homage to him in his 
name, otherwise to bring back the money. I now 
return to the Carthaginians. 

They had landed in Sicily at the earnest solicita¬ 
tions of Terillus, formerly tyrant of Ilimera, but de¬ 
throned by Theron, another tyrant, who reigned at 
Agrigentum. The family of the latter was one of the 
most illustrious of all Greece, as he was descended 
in a direct line from Cadmus. He married into the 
family which at that time ruled at Syracuse, and 
which consisted of four brothers, Gelon, Hiero, Po- 
lyzelus, and Thrasybulus. He married his daughter 
to the first, and himself married the daughter of the 
third. 

Hamilcar having landed at Panormus, began by 
laying siege to Ilimera. Gelon hasted with a great 
army to the succour of his father-in-law; when uni¬ 
ting, they defeated the Carthaginians. This was per¬ 
haps the most complete victory ever gained. 

The battle was fought the same day with that of 
Thermopylae, 3 the circumstances of which I have re¬ 
lated in the history of the Carthaginians. One re¬ 
markable circumstance in the conditions of the 
peace, 4 which Gelon prescribed to the conquered, 
was, that they should cease to sacrifice their children 
to the god Saturn; whieh shows, at the same time, 
the cruelty of the Carthaginians, and the piety of 
Gelon. 

The spoils won on this occasion were of immense 
value. Gelon allotted the greatest part of them for 
the ornament of the temples in Syracuse. They also 
took an incredible number of prisoners. These he 
shared, with the utmost equity, with his allies, who 
employed them, after putting irons on their feet, in 
cultivating their lands, and in building magnificent 
edifices, as well for the ornament as the utility of the 
cities. Several of the citizens of Agrigentum had 
each 500 for fits own share. 


1 Herod. 1. vii. c. 153—16?. 

a He promised to furnish jiOO^.ipB and 30,000 men. 
f Herodotus says, that, tjhls battle fought the same day 
with that of Salamis, winch does not appear so probable. 
For the Greeks, informed of Gelon’s successes, entreated 
him to succour them against Xerxes, which they would not 
have done after the battle of Salamis, which exalted their 
courage so much, that.after this battle they imagined them- 
eelves strong enough to resist their enemies, and to put an 
«nd to the war, to their own advantage, without the assist- 
nee .of any other power. 

Plut. in Apopth. p. 175. 


Gelon, after so glorious a victo¬ 
ry, far from growing more proud A. M. 3525, 
and haughty, behaved with greater Ant. J. C. 479. 
affability and humanity than ever 
towards the citizens and his allies. Being returned 
from the campaign, he convened the assembly of the 
Syracusans, who were ordered to come armed into it. 
However, he himself came unarmed thither: declared 
to the assembly every circumstance of his conduct, 
the uses to which he had applied the several sums 
with which he had been intrusted, and in what man¬ 
ner he had employed his authority; adding, that if 
they had any complaints to make against him, his per¬ 
son and life were at their disposal. All the people, 
struck with so unexpected a speech, and still more 
with the confidence he reposed in them, answered by 
acclamations of joy, praise, and gratitude; and imme¬ 
diately with one consent, invested him with the su¬ 
preme authority, and the title of king. And to pre¬ 
serve to latest posterity the remembrance of Gelon’s 
memorable action, 5 who had come into the assembly, 
and put his life into the hands of the Syracusans, they 
erected a statue in honour of him, wherein he was re¬ 
presented in the ordinary habit of a citizen, ungird¬ 
ed, and unarmed. This statue met afterwards with a 
very singular fate, and worthy of the motives which 
had occasioned its being set up. Timoleon, above 
130 years after, having j-eslored the Syracusans to 
their liberty, thought it advisable, in order to erase 
all traces of tyrannical government, and at the same 
time to assist the wants of the people, to sell public¬ 
ly by auction all the statues 01 those princes and ty¬ 
rants who had governed it till that time. But first 
he brought them to a formal trial, as so many crimi¬ 
nals; hearing the depositions and witnesses upon each 
of them. They were all condemned unanimously, 
the statue of Gelon only excepted, which found an 
eloquent advocate and defender in the warm and sin¬ 
cere gratitude which the citizens retained for that 
great man, whose virtue they revered as if he had 
been still alive. 

The Syracusans had no cause to repent their hav¬ 
ing intrusted Gelon with unlimited power and author¬ 
ity. This made no addition to his known zeal for their 
interests, but only enabled him to do them more im¬ 
portant services. For, 6 by a change till then unheard 
of, and of which Tacitus since found no example ex¬ 
cept in Vespasian, 7 he was the first whom the sove¬ 
reignty made the better man. He made upwards of 
10,000 foreigners, who had served under him, deni¬ 
zens. His views were, to people the capital, to in¬ 
crease the power of the state, to reward the services 
of these brave and faithful soldiers, and to attach 
them more strongly to Syracuse, from the sense of the 
advantageous settlement they had obtained in being 
incorporated with the citizens. 

He prided himself particularly upon his inviolable 
sincerity, 8 truth, and fidelity to his engagements; a 
quality very essential to a prince, the only one capahle 
of gaining him the love and confidence of his sub¬ 
jects and of foreigners, and which therefore ought to 
be considered as the basis of all just policy and good 
government. Having occasion for money to carry on 
an expedition he meditated (this, very probably, was 
before he had triumphed over the Carthaginians,) he 
addressed the people in order to obtain a contribution 
from them; but finding the Syracusans unwilling to 
be at that expense, he told them, that he asked no¬ 
thing but a loan, and that he would engage to repay 
it as soon as the war should be over. The money 
was advanced, and repaid punctually at the promised 
time. How happy is that government where such 
justice and equity are exercised; and how mistaken 
are those ministers and princes, who violate them in 
the slightest degree! 

One of the chief objects of his attention, 9 in which 
his successor imitated him, was to make the cultiva- 


* Plut. in Timol. p. 247. ./Elian.!. xiii. c. 37. 

*> Diod. 1. xi. p. 55. 

f Solus omnium ante se principum in melius mutatuseet 

Hist. 1. i. c. 50. 

8 Plut. in Apophth. p. 175. 
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tion of the lands be considered as an honourable em¬ 
ployment. It is well known how fruitful Sicily was 
in corn; and the immense revenues which might be 
produced from so rich a soil when industriously cul¬ 
tivated. He animated the husbandmen by his pre¬ 
sence, and delighted in appearing sometimes at their 
head, in the same manner as on other occasions he 
had marched at the head of armies. His intention, 
says Plutarch, was not merely to make the country 
rich and fruitful, but also to exercise his subjects, to 
accustom and inure them to toils, and by that means 
to preserve them from a thousand disorders, which 
inevitably follow a soft and indolent life. There are 
few maxims (in points of policy) on which the ancients 
have insisted more strongly, than on that relating to 
the cultivation of their lands; a manifest proof of their 
great wisdom, and the profound knowledge they had 
of what constitutes the strength and solid support of 
a state. Xenophon in a dialogue, entitled Hiero, 1 the 
subject of which is government, shows the great ad¬ 
vantage it would be to a state, were the king studi¬ 
ous to reward those who excel in husbandry, and in 
whatever relates to the cultivation of lands. He says 
the same of war, of trade, and of all the arts; on 
w hich occasion, if honours were paid to all those who 
should distinguish themselves in them, it would give 
universal life and motion; would excite a noble and 
laudable emulation among the citizens, and give rise 
to a thousand inventions for the improvement and 
perfection of those arts. 

It does not appear that Gelon had been educated 
in the same manner as the children of the rich among 
the Greeks, who were taught music and the art of 
playing on instruments with great care. Possibly 
this was a consequence of his mean birth, or rather 
was owing to the little value he set on those kind of 
exercises. One day at an entertainment, 2 when ac¬ 
cording to the usual custom, a lyre was presented to 
each ot the guests; when it was Gelon’s turn, in¬ 
stead of touching the instrument as the rest had done, 
he caused his horse to be brought, mounted him 
with wonderful agility and grace, and showed that 
he had learned a nobler exercise than playing on the 
lyre. 

Since the defeat of the Carthaginians in Sicily, 3 the 
several cities enjoyed a profound peace, and Syracuse 
was particularly happy in its tranquillity, unaer the 
auspicious government of Gelon. He was not born 
in Syracuse, and yet all the inhabitants of that city, 
though so extremely jealous of their liberty, had forced 
him in a manner to be their king. Though ail alien, 
the supreme power weDt in search of him, not courted 
on his part with any art or inducement but those of 
merit. Gelon was thoroughly acquainted with all the 
duties of the regal office, as well as its great weight; 
and he accepted it with no other view but the good of 
his people. He thought himself king only for the de¬ 
fence of the state, to preserve the good order of socie¬ 
ty, to protect innocence and justice, and to exhibit to 
all bis subjects, in his simple, modest, active, and re¬ 
gular life, a pattern of every civil virtue. The whole 
of royalty that he assumed w T as the toils and cares of 
it, a zeal for the public welfare, and the sweet satis¬ 
faction which results from making millions happy by 
his cares: in a word, he considered the sovereignty as 
an obligation, and a means to procure the felicity of 
a greater number of men. He banished from it pomp, 
ostentation, licentiousness, and impunity for crimes. 
He did not affect the appearance of reigning, but con¬ 
tented himself with making the laws reign. He never 
made his inferiors feel that he was their master, but 
only inculcated into them that both himself and they 
ought to submit to reason and justice. To induce 
their obedience, he employed no other methods but 
persuasion and a good example, which are the wea¬ 
pons of virtue, ana alone produce a sincere and unin¬ 
terrupted obedience. 

A revered old age, a name highly dear to all his 
subjects, a reputation equally diflused within and 
without his kingdom; these were the fruits of that 


i P. 916, 917. a Plut. in Apophthegm, p. 175. 

3 Diod. 1. xi. p. 29, 30. 
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wisdom which he retained on the throne to the last 
gasp. His reign was short, and only just showed him 
in a manner to Sicily, to exhibit in In’s person an ex¬ 
ample of a great, good, and true king. He died, after 
having reigned only seven years, to the infinite regret 
of all his subjects. Every family imagined itself de¬ 
prived of its best friend, its protector and father. The 
people erected, without the city, in the place where 
Iiis wife Demarata had been buried, a splendid mau¬ 
soleum, surrounded with nine towers of surprising 
height and.magnificence; and decreed those honours 
to him, which were then paid to the demigods or he 
roes. The Carthaginians afterwards demolished the 
mausoleum, and Agatholes the towers: but, says the 
historian, neither violence, envy, nor time, which de¬ 
stroys all grosser things, could destroy the glory of 
his name, or abolish the memory of his exalted vir¬ 
tues and noble actions, which love and gratitude had 
engraved in the hearts of the Sicilians. 

II. Hiero . 

After Gelon’s death, the sceptre 
continued near 12 years in his fami- A. M. 3532. 
ly. He was succeeded by Hiero, Ant. J. C. 472. 
his eldest brother. 

It will be necessary for us, in order to reconcile the 
authors who have written concerning this prince, 
some of whom represent him as a good king, and 
others a detestable tyrant; it will be necessary, I say, 
to distinguish the periods.. It is very probable that 
Hiero, dazzled, in the beginning of his reign, by the 
glitter of sovereign power, and corrupted by the flat¬ 
tery of his courtiers, studiously endeavoured to devi¬ 
ate from that path which his predecessor had pointed 
out to him, and in which he had found himself so 
happy. This young prince was avaricious,< head¬ 
strong, unjust, and studious of nothing but the grati¬ 
fication ot his passions, without ever endeavouring to 
acquire the esteem and affection of the people; who, 
on the other side, had the utmost aversion for a prince, 
whom they looked upon as a tyrant over them, rather 
than as a king; and nothing but the veneration they 
had for Gelon’s memory, prevented it from breaking 
out. 

Some time after he had ascended the throne, 5 he 
entertained violent suspicions of Polyzelus, his bro¬ 
ther, whose great influence among the citizens made 
him fear that he had a design to depose him. In or¬ 
der to rid himself without noise of an enemy whom 
he fancied very dangerous, he resolved to put him at 
the head of some forces he was going to send to the 
succour of the Sybarites against the CrotoniaUe, ho¬ 
ping that he would perish in the expedition. His 
brother’s refusal to accept this command, made him 
the more violent against him.. Theron,who had mar¬ 
ried Polyzelus’s daughter, joined with his father-in- 
law. This gave rise to great differences of long dura¬ 
tion between the kings of Syracuse and Agrigentum; 
however, they at last were reconciled by the judicious 
mediation of Simonides the poet; 6 and to make their 
reconciliation lasting, they cemented it by a new 
alliance, Hiero marrying Theron’s sister; after which 
the two kings always lived in good intelligence with 
each other. 

At first, 7 an infirm state of health, which was in¬ 
creased by repeated illnesses, gave Hiero an opportu¬ 
nity of thinking seriously; after which he resolved to 
draw around him men of learning, who might con¬ 
verse agreeably with him, and furnish him with useful 
instructions. The most famous poets of the age came, 
to his court, as Simonides, Pindar, Cacchylides, and 
Epicharmus; and it is affirmed, that their delightful 
conversation did not a little contribute to soften the 
cruel and savage dispositio-n of Hiero. 

Plutarch 8 relates a noble saying of his, which 
shows an excellent disposition in a prince. He de¬ 
clared, that his palace and his ears should be always 
open to every man who would tell him the truth, and 
that without disguise or reserve. 


4 Diod. I. xi. p. 51. 8 Ihid. p. 56. 

6 Schol. in Pind. * ^Eliau. 1. iv. c. 15, 

s In Apopth. p. 175. 
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The poets above mentioned not only excelled in 

f joetry, but were also possessed of a great fund of 
earning in other branches, and were respected and 
consulted as the sages of their times. This is what 
Cicero 1 says of Simonides in particular. He had a 
great ascendant over the king; and the only use he 
made of it was, to incline him to virtue. 

They often used to converse on philosophical sub¬ 
jects. 2 I observed on another occasion, that Hiero, 
in one of these conversations, asked Simonides his 
opinion with regard to the nature and attributes of the 
Deity. The latter desired one day’s time to consider 
of it; the next day he asked two, and went on in¬ 
creasing in the same proportion. The prince pressing 
him to give his reasons for these delays; he confessed, 
that the subject was above his comprehension, and 
that the more he reflected, the more obscure it ap¬ 
peared to him. 

Xenophon has left us an excellent treatise on the 
art of governing well, entitled Hiero, and written in 
the form of a dialogue hetween this prince and Simon¬ 
ides. Hiero undertakes to prove to the poet, that 
tyrants and kings are not so happy as is generally im¬ 
agined. Among the great number of proofs alleged 
by him, he insists chiefly on their unhappiness in be¬ 
ing deprived of the greatest comfort ana blessing in 
this life, viz. the enjoyment of a true friend, to whose 
bosom they ma} r safely confide their secrets and afflic¬ 
tions; who may share with them in their joy and sor¬ 
row; in a word, a second self, who may form but one 
heart, one soul with them. Simonides, on the other 
side, lays down admirable maxims with respect to the 
duties of a sovereign. He represents to him, that a 
king is not so for himself, but for others: that his 
grandeur consists, not in building magnificent palaces 
lor his own residence, but in erecting temples, and 
fortifying and embellishing his cities: that nis glory 
consists not in his people’s fearing him, but in their 
being afraid for him: that a truly royal care is, not to 
enter the lists with the first comer at the Otynipic 
games (for the princes of that age were passionately 
Fond of them, and especially Hiero,) 3 but to contend 
with the neighbouring kings, who should succeed 
best in diffusing wealth and abundance throughout 
his dominions, and in endeavouring to secure the fe¬ 
licity of the people. 

Nevertheless, another poet (Pindar) praises this 
same Hiero for the victory lie had won in the horse¬ 
race. “This prince,” says he, in his ode, “ who gov¬ 
erns with equity the inhabitants of opulent Sicily, has 
gathered the fairest flower of every virtue. He takes 
a noble delight in the most exquisite performances of 
poetry and music. He loves melodious airs, suth a3 
it is customary for us to play at the banquets given us 
by our clearest friends. Rouse then thyself, take thy 
lyre, and raise it to the Doric pitch. If thou feelest 
thyself animated by a glorious fire in favour of Pisa 4 
and Pherenice; if they liave waked the sweetest trans¬ 
ports in thy breast, when that generous courser (with¬ 
out being quickened by the spur) flew along the banks 
of the Alpheus, and carried his royal rider to glorious 
victory: O sing the king of Syracuse, the ornament 
of the Olympic course!” 

The whole ode, translated by the late Mr. Massieu, 
is in the sixth volume of the Memoirs of the Academy 
of Inscriptions and Belles Lettres, from which I have 
made the short extract above. I was very glad to 
give the reader some idea of Pindar, from this little 
specimen. 

The next ode to this was composed in honour of 
Theron, king of Agrigentum, victorious in the chariot- 


t Simonides, non poeta solum suavis, vprum etiam eseter- 
cqui doctus sapiensque traditur. Lib. i. de nat. deor. n. GO. 

* Cie. 1. i. de nat. deor, n. GO. 

a It is said that Themistocles, seeing him arrive at the 
Olympic games with a splendid equipage, would have had 
him forbidden them, because he had not eueeoured the Greeks 
against the common enemy, any more than Gelon his bro¬ 
ther ; which motion did honour to the Athenian general. 
JELia-n. 1. ix. c. 5. 

4 Pisa was the city, near which the Olympic games were 

solemnized : aod Pherenice was the name of Hie ro’s courser, 

signifying the gainer of victory. 


race. The diction of it is so sublime, the thought 
so noble, and the moral so pure, that many look upon 
it as Pindar’s master-piece. 

I cannot say how far we may depend on the rest of 
the praises which Pindar gives to Hiero, for poets do 
not always pride themselves upon their sincerity in 
the eulogiums they bestow on princes; however, it is 
certain that Hiero had made his court the resort of 
all persons of wit and genius; and that be had invited 
them to it by his affability and engaging behaviour, 
and much more by his liberality, which is a great 
merit in a king. 

We cannot bestow on Hiero’s court the eulogium 
which Horace 5 gives the house of Maecenas, in which 
a character nrevailed rarely found among scholars, 
and nevertheless infinitely preferable to all their eru¬ 
dition. This amiable house, says Horace, was an ut¬ 
ter stranger to the mean and grovelling sentiments of 
envy and jealousy; and men saw, in those who shared 
in their master’s favour, a superior merit or credit, 
without taking the least umbrage at it. But it was 
far otherwise in the court of Hiero or of Theron. 6 It 
is said that Simonides, and Bacchylides his nephew, 
employed all kinds of criticism, to lessen the esteem 
which those princes had for Pindar’s works. The lat¬ 
ter by way of reprisal, ridicules them very strongly 
in his ode to Theron, in comparing them to ravens , 
who croak in vain against the divine bird of Jove. 
But modesty was not the virtue which distinguished 
Pindar. 

Hiero, 7 having driven the ancient inhabitants of 
Catana and Naxos from their country, settled a colo¬ 
ny of 10,000 men there, half of whom were Syracu¬ 
sans, and the rest Peloponnesians. This induced the 
inhabitants of those cities to appoint, after his death, 
the same solemnities in his honour, as were bestowed 
on heroes or demigods, because they considered him 
as their founder. 

He showed great favour to the children of Anaxi- 
laus, 3 formerly tyrant of Zancle, and a great friend to 
Gelon his brother. As they were arrived at years of 
maturity, he exhorted them to take the government 
into their own hands; after Micylhus, their tutor, 
should have perfectly informed them of the state of 
it, and how he himself had behaved in the adminis¬ 
tration. The latter, having assembled the nearest re¬ 
lations and most intimate friends of the young princes, 
gave, in their presence, so good an account of his 
guardianship, that the whole assembly (in perfect ad¬ 
miration) bestowed the highest encomiums on his 
prudence, integrity, and justice. Matters were carried 
so far, that the young princes were extremely urgent 
with him to continue to preside in the administration, 
as he had hitherto done. However, the wise tutor 
preferring the sweets of ease to the splendour of au- 
thorit}', and persuaded, at the same time, that it would 
be for the interest of the state if the young princes 
took the government into their own hands, resolved to 
retire from business. Hiero died after having reign¬ 
ed eleven years. 

III. Thrasybulus. 

He was succeeded by Thrasybulus his brother, 9 
who, by his evil conduct, contributed very much to 
the making him be regretted. Swelled with pride 
and a brutal haughtiness, he considered men as mere 
worms; vainly fancying they were created for him to 
trample upon, and that he was of a quite different 
nature from them. He abandoned himself implicitly 
to the flattering counsels of the giddy young courtiers 
who surrounded him. He treated all his subjects with 


e -Non isto vivimus illic, 

duo tu rere, modo. Domus hac nee purior ulla est, 
Nee magis his aliena malis. Nil mi offieit unquam, 
Ditior hie, aut est quia doetior. Est locus uni 
Cuique suua. Hor. lib. i sat. 9 

Sir, you mistake, that’s not our course of life, 

We know no jealousies, no brawls, no strife ; 

From all those ills our palron’s house is free, 

None, ’cause more learned or wealthy, troubles me; 

We have our stations, all their own pursue, &e. Creech. 
® Scholiast. Piud. ’ Diod. 1. xi. p. 37. 

s Ibid. p. 50. * Ibid. p. 51,52. 
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the utmost severity; banishing some, confiscating the 
possessions of others, and putting great numbers to 
death. So severe a slavery soon grew insupportable 
to the Syracusans, and therefore they implored the 
succour of the neighbouring cities, whose interest it 
was also to throw off the tyrant’s yoke. Thrasybulus 
was besieged even in Syracuse, the sovereignty of part 
of which he had reserved to himself, viz. Achraclina, 
and the island, which was very well fortified; but the 
third quarter of the city, called Tyche, was possess¬ 
ed by the enemy. After making a feeble resistance, 
and demanding to capitulate, he left the city, and 
withdrew into banishment among the Locrians. He 
had reigned but a year. In this manner the Syracu¬ 
sans recovered their liberty. They also delivered the 
rest of the cities of Sicily from tyrants; established 
a popular government in all places, and maintained 
that form by themselves during threescore years, till 
the reign of Dionysius the tyrant, who again enslaved 
them. 

After Sicily had been delivered 
A. M. 3544. from the government of tyrants, * 1 
Ant. J. C. 460. and all the cities of it were restored 
to their liberty; as the country was 
extremely fruitful in itself, and the peace which all 
places enjoyed, gave the inhabitants of this island an 
opportunity of cultivating their lands, and feeding 
their flocks; the people grew very powerful, ana 
amassed great riches. To perpetuate to latest pos¬ 
terity the remembrance of the happy day in which 
they had thrown oft the yoke of slavery, by the ban¬ 
ishment of Thrasybulus, it was decreed in the general 
assembly of the nation that a colossal statue should 
be set up to Jupiter the Deliverer: that on the anni¬ 
versary of this day a festival should be solemnized, by 
way of thanksgiving, for the restoration of their lib¬ 
erty; and that there should be sacrificed in honour of 
the gods, 450 bulls, with which the people should be 
entertained at a common feast. 

There nevertheless lay concealed in the minds of 
many, a certain secret leaven of tyranny, which fre¬ 
quently disturbed the harmony of this peace, and oc¬ 
casioned several tumults and commotions in Sicily, 
the particulars of which I shall omit. To prevent the 
evil consequences of them, 2 the Syracusans establish¬ 
ed the Petalism, which differed very little from the 
Athenian Ostracism ; and was so called from the 
Greek ntrxxov, signifying a leaf, because the votes 
were then given on an olive-leaf. This judgment 
was put in force against those citizens whose great 
power made the people apprehensive that they aspi¬ 
red at the tyranny, and it banished them for ten years; 
however it did not long continue in force, and was 
soon abolished; because the dread of falling under 
its censure, having prompted the most virtuous men 
to retire, and renounce the government, the chief ein- 

E loynicnts were now filled by such citizens only as 
ad the least merit. 

Deucetius, according to Diodorus, 3 was chief over 
the people who were properly called Sicilians. Hav¬ 
ing united them all (the inhabitants of Hybla except¬ 
ed) into one body, he became very powerful, and 
formed several great enterprises. It was he who built 
the city Palica, near the temple of the gods called 
Palici. This temple was very famous on account of 
some w’onders which are related of it; and still more 
from the sacred nature of the oaths which were then 
taken, the violation whereof was said to be always 
followed by a sudden and exemplary punishment. 
This was a secure asylum for all persons who were 
oppressed by superior power; and especially for slaves 
who were unjustly abused, or too cruelly treated by 
their masters. They continued in safety in this tem¬ 
ple, till certain arbiters and mediators had made their 
peace: and there was not a single instance of a mas¬ 
ter’s having ever broken the promise he had made of 
pardoning his slaves; so famous were the gods who 
presided over this temple, for the severe vengeance 
they took on those who violated their oaths. 

This Deucetius, after having been successful on a 


» Piod. 1. xi. 55. &c. ^ Ibid. p. C5, 

* Ibid. p. 67—70, 


great many occasions, and gained several victories 
particularly over the Syracusans ; saw his fortune 
change on a sudden by tbe loss of a battle, and was 
abandoned by the greatest part of his forces. In the 
consternation and despondency into which so general 
and sudden a desertion threw him, he formed such a 
resolution as despair only could suggest. He with¬ 
drew in the night to Syracuse, advanced as far as the 
great square of the city, and there falling prostrate 
at the foot of the altar, abandoned his life and domin¬ 
ions to the mercy of the Syracusans, that is, to his 
professed enemies. The singularity of this spectacle 
attracted great numbers of people. The magistrates 
immediately convened the people, and debated on the 
affair. They first heard the orators, whose business 
was generally to address the people with great vio¬ 
lence; and these animated them against Deucetius, as 
a public enemy, whom Providence seemed to throw 
into their way, to revenge and punish, by his death, 
all the injuries he had done the republic. A speech 
of this tendency struck all the virtuous part of the as¬ 
sembly with horror. The most ancient and wisest of 
the senators represented, “That they were not now 
to consider what punishment Deucetius deserved, but 
how it behove the Syracusans to act on that occasion; 
that they ought not to look upon him any longer a3 
an enemy, but as a suppliant, a character by which 
his person was become sacred and inviolable. That 
there was a goddess (Nemesis) who took vengeance 
of crimes, especially of cruelty and impiety, who 
douhtless would not suffer that to go unpunished: 
that besides the baseness and inhumanity there is in 
insulting the unfortunate, and in crushing those who 
are already under one’s foot; it was worthy the gran¬ 
deur and good nature of the Syracusans, to exert their 
clemency even to those who least deserved it.” All 
the people came into this opinion, and with one con¬ 
sent spared Deucetius’s life. He was ordered to reside 
in Corinth, the mother-city and foundress of Syra¬ 
cuse; and the Syracusans engaged to furnish Deuce¬ 
tius with all things necessary for his subsisting hon¬ 
ourably there. What reader, who compares these 
two different opinions, does not perceive which of 
them was the noblest and most generous. 

SECTION II.— OF SOME FAMOUS PERSONS AND 

CITIES IN GRjECIA MAGNA. PYTHAGORAS, CHA- 

RONDAS, ZALEUCUS, MILO THE ATHLETA; CRO- 

TONA, SYEAR1S, AND THURIUM. 

I. Pythagoras. 

In treating of what relates to 
Grsecia Magna in Italy, I must not A. M. 3430. 
omit Pythagoras, who was the glory Ant. J. C. 524. 
of it. He was born in Samos. 4 
After having travelled into a great many regions, and 
enriched his mind with much uncommon and excel¬ 
lent learning, he returned to his native country, but 
did not make a lon^ stay in it, because of the tyran¬ 
nical government wnich Polycrates had established in 
it, who however had the highest regard for him, and 
showed him all the esteem due to his rare merit. But 
the study of the sciences, and particularly of philoso¬ 
phy, is by no means compatible with slavery, though 
of the mildest and most honourable kind. He there¬ 
fore went into Italy, and resided usually either at 
Crotona, Metapontum, Heraclea, or Tarentum. Ser- 
vius Tullius, 5 or Tarquinius Supcrhus, reigned in 
Rome at that time; which absolutely refutes the opi¬ 
nion of those who imagined that Numa Ponipilius, 
the second king of the Romans, who lived upwards 
of 100 years before, had been Pythagoras’s disciple; 
an opinion that very probably was grounded on the 
resemblance of their manners, disposition, and prin¬ 
ciples. 

The whole country soon felt very happy effects 
from the presence of "this excellent philosopher. 6 An 


* Diog. Laert. in vit. Pythag. 
s Liv. 1. i. n. 18. 

g Pythagoras, cum in Italiam venisset, exornavit earn 
Graeciam, qu© magna dicta est, et privatim et publice, 
prtestantissimis et iostitutis, et arlibus. Cic. Tuscul. Quasi. 

1, v. n. 10. 
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inclination for study, aud a love of wisdom, diffused 
themselves almost universally in a very short time. 
Multitudes flocked from all the neighbouring cities 
to get a sight of Pythagoras, to hear him, and to profit 
by°his salutary counsels. The several princes of the 
country took a^pleasure in inviting him to their courts, 
which they thought honoured by his presence; and 
all were delighted with his conversation, and glad to 
learn from him the art of governing nations with wis¬ 
dom. His school became the most famous that had 
ever been till that age. He had no less than 4 or 500 
disciples. Before he admitted them in that quality, he 
kept them in a state of noviciate, as it were, and pro¬ 
bation for five years, during which time lie obliged 
them to keep the sirictest silence; thinking it proper 
for them to be instructed, before thej r should attempt 
to speak. It is well known that the metempsychosis 
or transmigration of souls was one of the chief of his 
tenets. His disciples had the greatest reverence for 
every word he uttered; and if he did but barely aver 
a thing, that alone, without farther examination, was 
sufficient to gain credit to his assertion; and to con¬ 
firm the truth of any tiling, they used to express them¬ 
selves in this manner, The master said it. 1 However, 
the disciples carried their deference and docility too 
far, in thus waving all inquiry, and in sacrificing im¬ 
plicitly their reason and understanding; a sacrifice that 
is due only to the divine authority, which is infinitely 
superior to our reason and all our knowledge; and 
which, consequently, is authorized to prescribe laws 
to us, and dictate absolute obedience. 

The school of Pythagoras bred a great number of 
illustrious disciples, who did infinite honour to their 
master; as wise legislators, great politicians, persons 
skilled in all the sciences, and capable of governing 
states, and being the ministers of the greatest princes. 
A long time after his death, 2 that part of Italy which 
he had cultivated and improved by his instructions, 
was still considered as the nursery and seat of men 
skilled in all kinds ofliterature, and maintained that 
glorious character for several ages. The Romans 
certainly entertained a high opinion of Pythagoras’s 
virtue and merit, 3 since the oracle of Delphi having 
commanded that people, during the war with the 
Sainnites, to erect two statues in the most conspicuous 
part of Rome, the one to the wisest, and the other to 
the most valiant among the Greeks, they accordingly 
set up two in the place where the Comiiia were held, 
representing Pythagoras and Themistocles. We 
have no certain information with respect to the time 
and place of Pythagoras’s death. 

II. Crotona. Sybaris. Thurium. 

Crotona was founded by Myscel- 
A. M. 3295. lus, 4 chief of the Acha^ans, the third 
Ant. J. C. 709. year of the seventeenth Olympiad. 

This Myscellus being come to Del¬ 
phi to consult the oracle of Apollo, about the spot 
on which he should build hi*3 city, met Archias the 
Corinthian there, who was arrived upon the same ac¬ 
count. The god gave them a favourable audience; 
and after having determined them with regard to the 
place that would best suit their new settlements, he 
proposed different advantages to them, and left them, 
among other particulars, the choice of riches or health. 
The offer of riches struck Archias, but Myscellus de¬ 
sired health; and, if history is to be credited, Apollo 
performed his promise faithfully to both. Archias 
founded Syracuse, which soon became the most opu¬ 
lent city of Greece. Myscellus laid the foundations 
of Crolona, 5 which became so famous for the longlife 
and innate strength of its inhabitants, that its name 
was used proverbially to signify a very healthy spot, 
whose air was extremely pure. The natives of.thic 


1 £$x. 

* Pythagoras tenuit magnam illam Graeciam cum honore, 
et discipline, turn eiiam aur.toritate muliaque secula poslea 
sic viguit Pytliagoreoruni nomen, ut nulli alii docti videren- 
tur. Tusc. Quasi. 1. i, n. 33. 

3 Plin. 1. xxxiv. c. 6. 

4 Sirab. 1. vi. p. 262 & 26D. Dionys. Halicarn. Antiq. 

Rom.1. ii. p. 12t. 


city signalized themselves in a great number of victo- 
ries in the Grecian games; and Strabo relates that, in 
one and the same Olympiad, seven Crotonians were 
crowned in the Olympic games, and carried off all the 
prizes of the stadium. 

Sybaris was ten leagues (200 stadia) from Croto¬ 
na, 6 and had also been founded by the Achceans, but 
before the other. This city became afterwards very 
powerful. Four neighbouring states, and twenty-five 
cities, were subject to it, so that it was alone able to 
raise an army of 300,000 men. The opulence of Sy¬ 
baris was soon followed by luxury, and such a disso¬ 
luteness of manners as is scarcely credible. The 
citizens employed themselves in nothing but banquets, 
games, shows, parties of pleasure, and carousals. 
Public rewards and marks of distinction were bestow¬ 
ed on those who gave the most magnificent entertain¬ 
ments; and even to such cooks as were best skilled 
in the important art of making new discoveries in 
dressing dishes, and inventing new refinements to 
please the palate. The Sybarites carried their delica¬ 
cy and effeminacy to such a height, that they care¬ 
fully removed from their city all such artificers whose 
work was noisy; and would not suffer any cocks in 
it, lest their shrill piercing crow should disturb their 
balmy slumbers. 

All these evils were heightened by dissention and 
discord, 7 which at last proved their 
ruin. Five hundred of the wealthi- A. M. 3484. 
est persons in the city having been Ant. J. C. 520. 
expelled by the faction of one Te- 
lys, fled to Crotona. Teiys demanded to have them 
surrendered to him; and, on the refusal of the Croto¬ 
nians to deliver them up (who were prompted to this 
generous resolution by Pythagoras, who then lived 
among them) war was declared. The Sybarites 
marched 300,000 men into the field, and the Croto¬ 
nians only 100,000; but then they were headed by 
Milo, the famous champion (of whom we shall soon 
have occasion to speak,) over whose shoulders a lion’s 
skin was thrown, and himself armed with a club, like 
another Hercules. The latter gained a complete vic¬ 
tory, and made a dreadful havoc of those who fled, so 
that very few escaped, and their city was depopulated. 
About threescore years after, some Thessalians came 
and settled in it; however, they did not long enjoy 
peace, being driven out by the Crotonians. Being 
thus reduced to the most fatal extremity, they implor¬ 
ed the succour of the Lacedaemonians and Athenians. 
The latter, moved with compassion at their deplora¬ 
ble condition, after causing proclamation to be made 
in Peloponnesus, that all who were willing to join that 
colony were at liberty to do it, sent the Sybarites a 
fleet of ten ships, under the command ofLampon and 
Xenocratcs. 

They built a city near the ancient 
Sybaris and called it Thurium. 8 A. M. 3560. 
Two men greatly renowned for Ant. J. C. 444, 
their learning, the one an orator, 
and the other an historian, settled in this colony. The 
first was Lysias, at that time but fifteen years of age. 
He lived in Thurium, till the. ill fate which befell the 
Athenians in Sicily, and then went to Athens. The 
second was Herodotus. Though he was born in Ha¬ 
licarnassus, a city of Caria, he was, however, con¬ 
sidered as a native of Thurium, because he settled 
there with that colony. 

Divisions soon broke out in the city, on occasion 
of the new inhabitants, whom the rest were desirous 
to exclude from all public employments, and privile¬ 
ges. But as these were much more numerous, they 
expelled all the ancient Sybarites, and got the sole 
possession of the city. Being supported by the alli¬ 
ance they made with the people of Crotona, they soon 
grew vastly powerful, and having settled a popular 
Form of government in their city, they divided the cit¬ 
izens into ten tribes, which they called by the names 
of the different nations whence they sprung. 


c Strab. 1. vi. 263. A then. 1. xii. p. 518-520. 

7 Diod, 1. xxi. p. 76—05. 

8 Dionys. Halicarn. in vit. Lys. p. 82. Strab. I. xiv, 
656. 
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PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


III. Charondas, the legislator. 

They now bent their whole thoughts to the 
strengthening of their government by wholesome 
laws, for which purpose they made choice of Charon- 
aas, who had been educated in Pythagoras’s school, 
to digest and draw them up. I shall quote some of 
them in this place. 

1. He excluded from the senate, and nil public em¬ 
ployments, all such as should marry a second wife, in 
case any children by their first were living: being 
persuaded, that a man who was so regardless of his 
children’s interest, would be equally so of his coun¬ 
try’s, and be as worthless a magistrate as he had been 
a father. 

2. He sentenced all false accusers to be carried 
through every part of the city crowned with heath or 
broom, as the vilest of men; an ignominy which most 
of them were not able to survive. The city, thus de¬ 
livered from those pests of society, was restored to its 
former tranquillit} r . And indeed, 1 from calumniators 
generally arise all feuds and contests, whether of a 
public or private nature; and yet, according to Taci¬ 
tus’s observation, they are too much tolerated in most 
governments. 

3. He enacted a new kind of law against another 
species of pests, which is generally the first occasion 
of the depravity of manners in a state; by suffering 
all those to be prosecuted who should form a corres¬ 
pondence, or contract a friendship, with wicked men, 
and by laying a heavy fine upon them. 

4. He required all children of the citizens to be 
educated in polite literature; the effect of which is to 
soften and civilize the minds of men, inspiring them 
with gentleness of manners, and inclining them to 
virtue; all which constitute the felicity of a state, and 
are equally necessary to citizens of all conditions. In 
this view he appointed salaries (paid by the state) for 
masters and preceptors; in order that learning, by 
being communicated gratuitously, might be acquired 
by all. He considered ignorance as the greatest of 
evils, and the source whence all vices flowed. 

5. He made a law with respect to orphans which 
appears sufficiently judicious, by intrusting the care 
of their education to their relations by the mother’s 
side, as their lives would not be in danger from 
them; and the management of their estates to their 
paternal relations, it being the interest of the latter 
to make the greatest advantage of them, since they 
would inherit them, in case of the demise of their 
wards. 

6 . Instead of putting deserters to death, and those 
who quitted their ranks and fled in battle, be only 
sentenced them to make their appearance during 
three days in the city, dressed in the habit of women, 
imagining, that the dread of so ignominious a pun¬ 
ishment would be equally efficacious with putting to 
death; and being, at the same time, desirous of giv¬ 
ing such cowardly citizens an opportunity of atoning 
for their fault. 

7. To prevent his laws from being too rashly or 
easily abrogated, he imposed a very severe and hazar¬ 
dous condition on all persons who should propose to 
alter or amend them in any manner. They were to 
appear in the public assembly with a halter about their 
necks; and in case the alteration proposed did not 
pass, they were to be immediately strangled. There 
were but three amendments ever proposed, and all of 
them admitted. 

Charondas did not long survive his own laws. Re¬ 
turning one day from pursuing some thieves, and find¬ 
ing a tumult in the city, he came armed into the as¬ 
sembly, though he himself had prohibited this by an 
express law. A certain person objected to him in se¬ 
vere terms, that he violated his own law’s; “ I do not 
violate them," says he, “but thus seal them with my 
blood;’’ saying which, he plunged his sword into his 
bosom, and expired. 

IV. Zaleucus , another lawgiver. 

At the same time there arose among the Locrians 

* Delatores, genus hominum publico exitio repertum, et 
pcsnis quidem nunquam satis coercitum. Tacit. JlnnaL 1. 
iv. c. 30. 
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another famous legislator, 2 Zaleucus by name, who, 
as well as Charondas, had been Pythagoras’s disciple 
There is now scarce any thing extant of his, except 
a kind of preamble to his laws, which gives a most 
advantageous idea of them. He requires, above all 
things, of the citizens, to believe and be firmly per¬ 
suaded, that there are gods; and adds, that the bar* 
casting up our eyes to the heavens, and contemplat 
ing their order and beauty, arc sufficient to convince 
us, that it is impossible so wonderful a fabric could 
have been formed hy mere chance or human power. 
As the natural consequence of this belief, he exhorts 
men to honour and revere the gods, as the authors 
of whatever is good and just among mortals; and to 
honour them, not merely by sacrifices and splendid 
gifts, but by a circumspect conduct, and by purity 
and innocence of manners; these being infinitely more 
rateful to the deities than all the sacrifices that caa 
e offered. 

After this exordium, so pregnant with religion and 
piety, in which he describes the Supreme Being as 
the primary source whence all laws flow, as the chief 
authority which commands obedience to them, as 
the most powerful motive for our faithful observance 
of them, and as the perfect model to which mankind 
ought to conform: he descends to the particulars of 
those duties which men owe to one another; and lays 
down a precept which is very well adapted to pre¬ 
serve peace and unity in society by enjoiningthe in¬ 
dividuals who compose it not to make their hatred 
and dissensions perpetual, which would evince an un¬ 
sociable and savage disposition; but to treat their en¬ 
emies as men who would soon be their friends. This 
is carrying morality to as great a perfection as could 
be expected from heathens. 

With regard to the duty of judges and magistrates, 
after representing to them, that in pronouncing sen¬ 
tence they ought never to suffer themselves to be 
biassed by friendship, hatred, or any other passion; 
he only exhorts them to avoid carefully all haughti¬ 
ness or severity towards the parties engaged in law, 
since such are but too unhappy in being obliged to 
undergo all the toils and fatigues inseparable from 
lawsuits. The office indeed of judges, how labo¬ 
rious soever it may be, is far from giving them a right 
to vent their ill humour upon the contending parties; 
the very condition and essence of their employment 
require them to behave with impartiality, and to do 
justice on all occasions; and when they distribute this 
even with mildness and humanity, it is only a debt 
they pay, and not a favour they grant. 

To banish luxury from his republic, which he look¬ 
ed upon as the certain destruction of a government, 
he did not follow the practice established in some na¬ 
tions, where it is thought sufficient, for the restraining 
it, to punish, by pecuniary mulcts, such as infringe 
the laws; but he acted, says the historian, in a more 
artful and ingenious, and at the same time more effec¬ 
tual, manner. He prohibited women from wearing 
rich and costly stuffs, embroidered robes, jewels, ear¬ 
rings, neck-laces, bracelets, gold-rings, and such-like 
ornaments; excepting none from this law but common 
prostitutes. He enacted a similar law with regard to 
the men: excepting in the same manner, from the ob¬ 
servance of it, such only as were willing to pass for 
debauchees and infamous wretches. By these regu¬ 
lations he easily, and without violence, preserved the 
citizens from the least approaches to luxury and ef¬ 
feminacy. 3 For no person was so lost to all sense of 
honour, as to be willing to wear the badges of his 
shame, under the eye, as it were, of all the citizens; 
since this would make him the public laughing stock, 
and reflect eternal infamy on his family. 

V. Milo, (he champion. 

We have seen him at thtf head of an army obtain a 
great victory. However, h e was still more renowned 
for his athletic strength than for his military bravery. 
He was surnamed the Crotonian, from Crotona the 


a Diod. l.xii. p. 79—85. 

a More inter veteres recepto, qui* satis psenarum adversfia 
impudicas in ipsa professione flagilii' credebant. Tacit. An- 
nal. 1. ii. c. 85. 
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place of his birth. It was his daughter, whom, as 
was before related, Democedes the famous physician, 
and Milo’s countryman, married, after he had escaped 
from Darius’s court to Greece, his native country. 

Pausanias relates, 1 that Milo was seven times vic¬ 
torious at the Pythian games, once when a child; 
that he won six victories (at wrestling) in the Olyru- 
ic games, one of which was also gained in his child- 
ood; and that challenging a seventh time (in Olym¬ 
pia) any person to wrestle with him, he could not 
engage for want of an opponent. He would hold a 
pomegranate in such a manner, that, without break¬ 
ing it, he would grasp it so fast in his band, that no 
one, however strong, could possibly wrest it from 
him. He would stand so firm on a discus, 2 which had 
been oiled to make it the more slippery, that it was 
impossible to push him off. He would bind his head 
with a cord, after which holding his breath strongly, 
the veins of his head would swell so prodigiously as 
to break the rope. When Milo, fixing his elbow on 
his side, stretched forth his right hand quite open, 
with his fingers held close one to the other, his 
thumb excepted, which he raised, the utmost strength 
of raao could not separate his little finger from the 
other three. 

All this was Only a vain and puerile ostentation of 
his strength. Chance, however, gave him an oppor¬ 
tunity of making a much more laudable use of it. 
One day, 3 as he was attending the lectures of Pytha¬ 
goras (for he was one of his most constant disciples,) 
the pillar which supported the ceiling of the school 
in which the pupils were assembled, being shaken 
by some accident, Milo supported it by his single 
strength, gave the auditors time to get away, and hav¬ 
ing provided for their safety, he afterwards escaped 
himself. 

What is related of the voracious appetite of the 
atbletae is almost incredible. Milo’s appetite was 
scarce satiated with twenty minse (pounds) of meat, 
the same quantity of bread, and three congii 4 of wine 
every day. 6 Athenaeus relates, that this champion 
having run the whole length of the stadium, with a 
bull four years old on his shoulders, he afterwards 
knocked him down with one stroke of his fist, and 
ate the whole beast that very day. I will take it for 
granted, that all the other particulars related of Milo 
are true; but is it iu the slightest degree probable, 
that one man could devour a whole ox in so short a 
time? 

We are told that Milo, 6 when advanced to a very 
great age, seeing the rest of the champions wrestling, 
and gazing upon his own arms, which once were so 
vigorous ana robust, but were then very much en¬ 
feebled by time, burst into tears and cried, Alasl 
these arms are now dead. 

And yet he either forgot or concealed his weakness 
from himself; 7 and the confident persuasion which he 
entertained of his own strength, and which he pre¬ 
served to the last, proved fatal to him. Happening 
to meet, as he was travelling, an old oak, which had 
been opened by some wedges that were forced into it, 
he undertook to split it in two by his bare strength. 
But after forcing out the wedges by the exertion he 
made, his arms were catched in the trunk of the tree, 
by the violence with which it closed; so that being 
unable to disengage his hands he was devoured by 
wolves. 

An author has judiciously observed, 8 that this sur¬ 
prisingly robust champion, who prided himself so 
much on his bodily strength, was (he weakest of men 
with regard to a passion, which often subdues and 
captivates the strongest; a courtezan having gained 
so great an ascendant over Milo, that she tyrannized 
over him in the most imperious manner, and made 
him obey whatever commands she laid upon him. 


* Lil». vi. p. 369, 370. 

3 This discus was a kind of quoit, flat and round. 

3 Strab. 1. vi. p. 263. 

4 Thirty pounds, or eighteen pints. 

8 A then. 1. x. p. 412. 

e Cic. de Sencct. n. 27. i Paus. 1. vi. p. 370. 

® iElian. 1, ii. c. 24. 


CHAPTER III. 

THE TVAR OF PELOPONNESUS. 

The Peloponnesian war, which I 
am now entering upon, began about A. M. 3573. 
the end of the first year of the Ant. J. C. 431. 
eighty-seventh Olympiad, and last- 
ecf twenty-seven years. Thucydides has written the 
history of it to the twenty-first year inclusively. He 
gives us an accurate account of the several transac¬ 
tions of every year, which lie divides into campaigns 
and winter-quarters. However, I shall not be so mi¬ 
nute, and shall only extract such parts of it as appear 
most entertaining and instructive. Plutarch and Di¬ 
odorus Siculus will also be of great assistance to me 
on this occasion. 

SECTION I.— THE SIEGE OF PLATJEiE BY THE 
THEBANS. ALTERNATE RAVAGES OF ATTICA AND 
PELOPONNESUS. HONOURS PAID TO THE ATHE¬ 
NIANS WHO FELL IN THE FIRST CAMPAIGN. 

The Jirst year of the war. 

The first act of hostility by which the war begun, 9 
was committed by the Thebans, who besieged Pla- 
trnae, a city ofBoeotia, in alliance with Athens. They 
were introduced into it by treachery; but the citizens 
falling upon them in the night, killed them all, with 
the exception of about 200, who were taken prisoners, 
and who a little after were put to death. The Athe¬ 
nians, as soon as the news was brought of the action 
at Platasae, sent succours and provisions thither, and 
cleared the city of all persons who were incapable of 
bearing arms. 

The truce being evidently broken, both sides pre¬ 
pared openly for war; and ambassadors were sent to 
all places to strengthen themselves by the alliance of 
the Greeks and barbarians. Every part of Greece 
was in motion, some few states and cities excepted, 
which continued neuter, till they should see the event 
of the war. The majority were for the Lacedfemoni- 
ans, as being the deliverers of Greece, and espoused 
their interest very warmly, because the Athenians, 
forgetting that the moderation and gentleness with 
which they commanded over others, had procured 
them many allies, had afterwards alienated the great¬ 
est part of them by their pride and the severity of 
their government, and incurred the hatred, not only 
of (hose who were then subject <o them, but of all 
such as were apprehensive of becoming their depend¬ 
ants. In this temper of mind were the Greeks at that 
time. The confederates of each of those two states 
were as follow. 

All Peloponnesus, Argos excepted, which stood 
neuter, had declared for Lacedasmonia. The Achte* 
ans, the inhabitants of Pellene excepted, were neuter, 
at first, but at length insensibly engaged in the war. 
Out of Peloponnesus were the people ofMegara, Lo- 
cris, Bceotia, Phocis, Ambracia, Leucadia, and Anac- 
torium, on the side of the Lacedaemonians. 

The confederates of the Athenians were, the people 
of Chios, Lesbos, Plataeae, the Messenians of Naupac- 
tus; the greatest part of the Acarnanians, Corcy- 
reans, Cephalenians, and Zacynthians, besides the 
several tributary countries, as maritime Caria, Doria 
that lies near it, Ionia, the Hellespont; and the cities 
of Thrace, Chalcis, and Potidoea excepted, all tho 
islands between Crete and Peloponnesus, eastward; 
and the Cyclades, Melos and Thera excepted. 

Immediately after the attempt on Plataeas, the 
Lacedaemonians had ordered forces to be levied both 
within and without Peloponnesus; and made all the 
preparations necessary for entering the enemy’s 
country. All things being ready, two thirds of the 
troops marched to the isthmus of Corinth, and the 
rest were left to guard the country. Archidamus, 
king of Lacedaemonia, who commanded the army, as¬ 
sembled the generals and chief officers, and calling 
to their remembrance the great actions performed by 
their ancestors, and those they themselves had done 
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or been eye-witnesses to, he exhorted them to sup¬ 
port, with the utmost efforts of their valour, the pris¬ 
tine glory of their respective cities, as well as their 
own fame. He represented to them, that the eyes of 
all Greece were upon them; and that in expectation 
of the issue of a war which would determine their 
fate, they were incessantly addressing heaven in fa¬ 
vour of a people, who were as dear to them as the 
Athenians were become odious ; that, however, he 
could not deny, that they were going to march against 
an enemy, who, though greatly interior to them in 
numbers and in strength, were nevertheless very pow¬ 
erful, warlike, and daring; and whose courage would 
doubtless be still more inflamed by the sight of dan¬ 
ger, and the laying waste of their territories: that 
therefore they must exert themselves to the utmost, 1 
to spread an immediate terror in the country they 
were going to enter, and to inspire the allies with con¬ 
fidence. The whole army answered with the loud¬ 
est acclamations of joy, and repeated assurances that 
they would do their duty. 

The assembly breaking up, Archidamus, ever zeal¬ 
ous for the welfare of Greece, and resolving to ne¬ 
glect no expedient that might prevent a rupture, the 
dreadful consequences of which he foresaw, sent a 
Spartan to Athens, to endeavour, before they should 
come to hostilities, to prevail, if possible, with the 
Athenians to lay aside tneir designs; now that they 
saw an army ready to march into Attica. But the 
Athenians, so far from admitting him to audience, or 
hearing his reasons, would not so much as suffer him 
to come into their city; Pericles having prevailed with 
the people to make an order, that no herald or am¬ 
bassador should be received from the Lacedaemonians 
till they had first laid down their arms. In conse¬ 
quence of this, the Spartan was commanded to leave 
the country that very day: and an escort was sent to 
guard him to the frontiers, and to prevent his speak¬ 
ing to any person by the way. At nis taking leave of 
the Athenians, he told them, that day would be the 
beginning of the great calamities that would ensue to 
all Greece. Archidamus, seeing no hopes of a recon¬ 
ciliation, marched for Attica, at the head of 60,000 
chosen troops. 

Pericles, before the Lacedaemonians had entered 
the country, declared to the Athenians that should 
Archidamus, when he was laying waste their territo¬ 
ries, spare his (Pericles’s) lands, either on account of 
the rights of hospitality which subsisted between them, 
or to furnish his enemies, and those who envied him, 
with a handle to slander him, as holding intelligence 
with him, he from that day, made over all his lands 
and houses to the city of Athens. He demonstrated 
to the Athenians, that the welfare of the state de¬ 
pended upon consuming the enemy’s troops, by pro¬ 
tracting the war; and that for this purpose they must 
immediately remove all their effects out of the coun¬ 
try, retire to the city, and shut themselves up in it 
without ever hazarding a battle. The Athenians, 
indeed, had not forces enough to take the field and 
oppose the enemy. Their troops, exclusive of those 
in garrison, amounted but to 13,000 heavy-armed sol¬ 
diers; and 16,000 inhabitants, including the young 
and old, the citizens as well as others, who were ap¬ 
pointed to defend Athens: and besides these, 1200 
troopers, including the archers who rode on horse¬ 
back, and 1600 foot archers. This was the whole 
army of the Athenians. But their chief strength con¬ 
sisted in a fleet of 300 galleys, part of which were or¬ 
dered to lay waste the enemy’s country, and the rest 
to awe the allies, on whom contributions were levied, 
without which the Athenians could not defray the 
expenses of the war. 

The Athenians, animated by the ardent exhorta¬ 
tions of Pericles, brought from the country their 
wives, their children, their furniture, and all their 
effects, after which they pulled down their houses, 
and even carried off the timber. With regard to the 
cattle of all kinds, they conveyed them into the island 
of Euboea and the neighbouring isles. However, they 
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were deeply afflicted at nis sad and precipitate mi¬ 
gration, and it drew plentiful tears from their eyes. 
From the time that the Persians had left their coun¬ 
try, that is, for near fifty years, they had enjoyed the 
sweets of peace, wholly employed in cultivating their 
lands, ancl feeding their flocks. But now they were 
obliged to abandon every thing. They took up their 
habitations in the city, as conveniently as they could, 
in the midst of such confusion; retiring either to their 
relations or friends: and some withdrew even to the 
temples and other public places. 

In the mean time, the Lacedaemonians, being set out 
upon their march, entered the country, and encamped 
at (Enoe, which is the first fortress towards Boeotia. 
They employed a long time in preparing for the at¬ 
tack, and raising the batteries; for which reason com¬ 
plaints were made against Archidamus, as if he car¬ 
ried on the war indolently, because he had not ap- 
roved of it. He was accused of being too slow in 
is marches, and of encamping too long near Corinth. 
He was also charged with having been too dilatory 
in raising the army, as if he had desired to give the 
Athenians opportunity to carry off all their effects out 
of the country; whereas had he marched speedily into 
it, all they had might have been plundered and de¬ 
stroyed. His design, however, was to engage the 
Athenians, by these delays, to agree to an accommo¬ 
dation, and to prevent a rupture, the consequences of 
which he foresaw would be pernicious to all Greece. 
Finding, after making several assaults, that it would 
be impossible for him to take the city, he raised the 
siege, and entered Attica in the midst of the harvest. 
Having laid waste the whole country, he advanced as 
far as Acharnae, one of the greatest towns near Athens, 
and but 1500 paces from the city. He there pitched 
his camp, in hopes that the Athenians, exasperated to 
see him advanced so near, would sally out to defend 
their country, and give him an opportunity of coming 
to a battle. 

It indeed was not without much difficulty that the 
Athenians (haughty and imperious as they were) 
could endure to be braved and insulted in this man¬ 
ner by an enemy, whom they did not think superior 
to themselves in courage. They were eye-witnesses 
of the dreadful havoc made of their lands, arid saw 
all their houses and farms in a blaze. They could no 
longer bear this sad spectacle, and therefore demand¬ 
ed fiercely to be led out against the Lacedaemonians, 
be the consequence what it would. Pericles saw 
plainly, that the Athenians would thereby hazard 
every thing, and expose their city to certain destruc¬ 
tion, should they march out to engage, under the 
walls of their city, an army of 60,000 fighting men, 
composed of the choicest troops at that time in Boeo¬ 
tia and Peloponnesus. Besides, he had made it his 
chief maxim to spare the blood of the citizens, since 
that was an irreparable loss. Pursuing inflexibly, 
therefore, the plan he had laid down, and studious of 
nothing but how he might check the impatience and 
ardour of the Athenians, he was particularly careful 
not to assemble either the senate or the people, lest 
they should form some fatal resolution, in spite of all 
the opposition in his power. His friends used every 
effort imaginable to make him change his conduct. 
His enemies, on the other side, endeavoured to stag¬ 
ger him by their menaces and slanderous discourses. 
They strove to sting him by songs and satires, in 
which they aspersed him as a man of a cowardly, 
unfeeling disposition, who basely gave up his country 
to the sword of the enemy. But no man showed so 
much rancour against Pericles as Cleon. 2 He was the 
son of a currier, and also followed that trade himself. 
He had raised himself by faction, and probably by a 
species of merit which those must possess who would 
rise in popular governments. He had a thundering 
and overbearing voice; and possessed besides, in a 
wonderful manner, the art of gaining the people, and 
engaging them in his interest. It was he who enacted 
a law, that three oboli (not two as before) should be 
given to each of the 6000 judges. The characteris- 
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tics which more immediately distinguished him were, 
an unbounded self-conceit, a ridiculous arrogance of 
his uncommon merit, and a boldness of speech, which 
he carried to the highest pitch of insolence and effron¬ 
tery, and spared no man. But none of these things 
could move Pericles. 1 His invincible strength of 
mind raised him above low, vulgar clamours. Like a 
good pilot in a raging storm, who, after he has given 
out the proper orders, and taken ail the precautions 
necessary, is studious of nothing but how to make the 
best use of his art, without suffering himself to be 
moved by the tears or entreaties of those whom fear 
has distracted; Pericles, in like manner, after having 
put the city in a good posture of defence, and posted 
guards in all places to prevent a surprise, followed 
those counsels which his prudence suggested, entire¬ 
ly regardless of the complaints, the taunts, and licen¬ 
tious invectives, of the citizens; from a firm persua¬ 
sion, that he knew much better than they in what 
manner they were to be governed. It then appeared 
evidently, says Plutarch, 2 that Pericles was absolute 
master of the minds of the Athenians, since he pre¬ 
vailed so far (at such a juncture as this) as to keep 
them from sallying out of the city; 3 as if he had kept 
the keys of the city in his own possession, and fixed 
on their arms the seal of his authority, to forbid their 
making use of them. Things happened exactly as 
Pericles had foretold; for the enemy, finding the 
Athenians were determined not-to stir out of their 
city, and having advice that the enemy’s fleet were 
Carrying fire and sword into their territories, they 
raised their camp, and after making dreadful havoc in 
the whole country through which they marched, they 
returned to Peloponnesus, and retired to their several 
homes. 

It might here be asked, why Pericles acted, on this 
occasion, in quite a different manner from what The- 
mistocles had done about fifty years before, when, at 
Xerxes’s approach, he made the Athenians march out 
of their city, and abandon it to the enemy. But a 
little reflection will show, that the circumstances dif¬ 
fered widely. Themistocles, being invaded by all the 
forces of the East, justly concluded that it would be 
impossible for him to withstand, in a single city, those 
millions of barbarians who would have poured upon 
it like a deluge, and deprived him of all hopes of be¬ 
ing succoured by his allies. This is the reason given 
by Cicero. Fluclum cnim lotius Barbarice ferre urbs 
una non poterat. It was therefore prudent in him 
to retire for some time, and to let the confused multi¬ 
tude of barbarians consume and destroy one another. 
But Pericles was not engaged in so formidable and 
oppressive a war. The odds were not very great, and 
he foresaw it would allow him intervals in which he 
might breathe. Thus, like a judicious man and an 
able politician, he kept close in Athens, and could not 
be moved either by tne remonstrances or murmurs of 
the citizens. Cicero, writing to his friend Atticus, 4 
condemns absolutely the resolution which Pompey 
formed and executed, of abandoning Rome to Caesar; 
whereas he ought, in imitation of Pericles, to have 
shut himself up in it with the senate, the magistrates, 
and the flower of the citizens who had declared in his 
favour. 

After the Lacedaemonians were retired, the Athe¬ 
nians put troops into all the important posts both by 
sea and land, pursuant to the plan they intended to 
follow, as long as the war continued. They also came 
to a resolution to keep always 1000 talents in reserve, 5 
and 100 galleys; and never to use them, except the 
enemy should invade Attica by sea; at the same time 
making it death for any man to propose the employ¬ 
ing them any other way. 

The galleys which had been sent into Peloponnesus 
made dreadful havoc there, which consoled the Athe¬ 
nians, in some measure, for the losses they had sus¬ 
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tained. One day, as the forces were going on board, 
and Pericles was entering his own ship, a sudden and 
total eclipse of the sun ensued, and the earth was 
overspread with the deepest gloom. This phenome¬ 
non filled the minds of the Athenians with the utmost 
terror; who w 7 ere wont, through superstition, and the 
ignorance of natural causes, to consider such events 
as fatal omens. Pericles seeing the pilot who was on 
board his ship astonished, and incapable of managing 
the helm, threw his cloak over his face, and asked 
him whether lie saw; the pilot answering, that the 
cloak hindered him; Pericles then gave him to under¬ 
stand, that a like cause, viz. the interposition of the 
vast body of the moon between his eyes and the sun, 
prevented his seeing its splendour. 

The first year of the war of Peloponnesus being 
now elapsed, 6 the Athenians, during the winter, so¬ 
lemnized public funerals, according to ancient custom 
(a custom conformable to the dictates of humanity 
and gratitude.) in honour of those who had lost their 
lives in that campaign, a ceremony which they con¬ 
stantly observed, during the whole course of that war. 
For this purpose, they set up, three days before, a 
tent, in which the bones of the deceased citizens were 
exposed, and every person strewed flowers, incense, 
perfumes, and other things of the same kind, upon 
those remains. They afterwards were put on carria- 
es, in coffins made of cypress-wood, every tribe 
aving its particular coffin and carriage; but in one 
of the latter a large empty coffin 7 was carried in ho¬ 
nour of those whose bodies had not been found. The 
procession marched with a grave, majestic, and reli¬ 
gious pomp; a great number of the inhabitants, both 
citizens and foreigners, assisted at this mournful so¬ 
lemnity. The relations of the deceased officers and 
soldiers stood weeping at the sepulchre. These bones 
were carried to a public monument, in the finest sub¬ 
urb of the city, called the Ceramicus; where were 
buried, in all ages, those who lost their lives in the 
field, except the warriors of Marathon, who, to im¬ 
mortalize their rare valour were interredin the field 
of battle. Earth was afterwards laid over them, and 
then one of the citizens of the greatest distinction 
pronounced their funeral oration. Pericles was now 
oppointed to exercise this honourable office. When 
tne ceremony was ended, he went from the sepulchre 
to the tribunal, in order to be the better heard, and 
spoke the oration, the whole of which Thucydides has 
transmitted to us. Whether it was really composed 
by Pericles, or by the historian, we may affirm that it 
is truly worthy the reputation of both those great men, 
as well for the noble simplicity of the style, as for the 
just beauty of the thoughts, and the grandeur of the 
sentiments which pervade every part of it. After hav¬ 
ing paid, 8 in so solemn a manner, this double tribute 
of tears and applauses, to the memory of those brave 
soldiers who had sacrificed their lives to defend the 
liberties of their country: the public, who did not con¬ 
fine their gratitude to empty ceremonies and tears, 
maintained their widows, and all their infant orphans. 
This was a powerful incentive to animate the courage 
of the citizens; 9 for great men are formed, where me¬ 
rit is best rewarded. 

About the close of the same campaign, the Atheni¬ 
ans concluded an alliance with Sitalces, king of the 
Odrysians in Thrace ; and, in consequence of this 
treaty, his son was admitted a citizen of Athens. 
They also came to an accommodation with Perdiccas, 
king of Macedonia, by restoring to him the city ot 
Thermae, after which they joined their forces, in or¬ 
der to carry on the war in Chalcis, 

SECTION II.— THE PLAGUE MAKES DREADFUL 

HAVOC IN ATTICA. PERICLES IS DIVESTED OF 

THE COMMAND. THE LACEDJEMONIANS HAVE 

RECOURSE TO THE PERSIANS FOR AID. POTID^ 

IS TAKEN BY THE ATHENIANS. PERICLES IS RE- 
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STORED TO HIS EMPLOYMENTS. HIS DEATH, AND 

THAT OF ANAXAGORAS. 

Second and third years of the JVar. 

IN the beginning of the second campaign, 1 the en¬ 
emy made an incursion into the country as before, 
and laid it waste. But the plague 
A. M. 3574. made a much greater devastation in 
Ant. J. C. 430. Athens; the like having never been 
known. It is related, that it began 
in Ethiopia, whence it descended into Egypt, from 
thence spread over Libya, and a great part of Persia; 
and at last broke at once, like a flood, upon Athens. 
Thucydides, who himself was seized with that distem¬ 
per, has described very minutely the several circum¬ 
stances and symptoms of it, in order, says he, that a 
faithful and exact relation of this calamity may serve 
as an instruction to posterity, in case the like should 
ever again happen. Hippocrates, 2 who was employed 
to visit the sick, has also described it as a physician, 
and Lucretius 3 as a poet. This pestilence baffled the 
utmost eflorls of art; the most robust constitutions 
were unable to withstand its attacks; and the greatest 
care and skill of the physicians were a feeble help to 
those who were infected. The instant a person was 
seized, he was struck with despair, which quite disa¬ 
bled him from attempting a cure. The assistance that 
was given them was ineffectual, and proved mortal to 
all such of their relations or friends as had the cour¬ 
age to approach them. The quantity of baggage, 
which had been removed out of the country into the 
city, proved very noxious. Most of the inhabitants, 
for want of lodging, lived in little cottages, in which 
they could scarce breathe, during the raging heat of 
the summer, so that they w'ere soon either piled one 
upon the other (the dead as well as those who were 
dying,) or else crawling through the streets; or lying 
along by the side of fountains, to which they had 
dragged themselves, to quench the raging thirst which 
consumed them. The very temples were filled with 
dead bodies, and every part of the city exhibited a 
dreadful image of death; without the least remedy 
for the present, or the least hopes with regard to the 
time to come. 

The plague, 4 hefore it spread into Attica, had made 
great ravages in Persia. Artaxerxes, who had been 
informed of the high reputation of Hippocrates of 
Cos, the greatest physician of that or any other age, 
caused his governors to write to him, to invite him 
into his dominions, in order that he might prescribe 
to those who were infected. The king made him the 
most advantageous offers; setting no bounds to his 
rewards on the side of interest, and, with regard to 
honours, promising to make him equal with the most 
considerable persons in his court. The reader has 
already been told, the prodigious regard which was 
shown to the Grecian physicians in Persia; and, in¬ 
deed, can services of such importance be too well 
rewarded? However, all the glitter of the Persian 
riches and dignities was not able to tempt Hippocra¬ 
tes ; nor stifle the hatred and aversion which was 
become natural to the Greeks for the Persians, ever 
since the latter had invaded them. This great physi¬ 
cian therefore, 9ent no other answer than this,—That 
he was free from either w'ants or desires; that all his 
cares were due to his fellow-citizens and country¬ 
men; and that he was under no obligation to barba¬ 
rians, the declared enemies of Greece. Kings are not 
used to denials. Artaxerxes, therefore, in the highest 
transports of rage, sent to the city of Cos, the native 
place of Hippocrates, and where he was at that time; 
commanding them to deliver up to him that insolent 
wretch, in order that he might be brought to condign 
punishment; and threatening, in case they refused, 
to lay waste their city and island in such a manner, 
that not the least footsteps of it should remain. How¬ 
ever, the inhabitants of Cos were not under the least 
terror. They made answer, that the menaces of Da¬ 
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rius and Xerxes had not been able in former times t<j 
prevail with them to give them earth and water, or 
to obey their orders; that Artaxerxes’s threats would 
be equally impotent: that, let what would be the 
consequences, they would never give up their fellow- 
citizen; and that they depended on the protection of 
the gods. 

Hippocrates had said in one of his letters, that his 
services were due entirely to his countrymen. And, 
indeed > the instant he was sent for to Athens, he went 
thither, and did not once stir out of the city till the 
plague was quite ceased. He devoted himself entirely 
to the service of the sick; and to multiply himself, as 
it were, he sent several of his disciples ioto all parts 
of the country; after having instructed them in what 
manner to treat their patients. The Athenians were 
struck with the deepest sense of gratitude for this ge¬ 
nerous care of Hippocrates. They therefore ordained, 
by a public decree, that Hippocrates should be initi¬ 
ated in the greater mysteries, in the same manner as 
Hercules the son of Jupiter; that a crown of gold 
should be presented to him, of the value of 1000 sta¬ 
ters, 5 amounting to 500 pistoles French money; and 
that the decree by which it was granted him should 
be read aloud by a herald in the public games, on the 
solemn festival of Panathenaea: that the freedom of 
the city should be given him, and himself be main¬ 
tained, at the public charge, in the Prytaneum, all his 
lifetime, in case he thought proper: in fine, that the 
children of all the people of Cos, whose city had giv¬ 
en birth to so great a man, might be maintained and 
brought up in Athens, in the same manner as if they 
had been born there. 

In the mean time, the enemy having marched into 
Attica, came down towards the coast, and advancing 
still forward laid waste the whole country. Pericles 
resolutely adhering to the maxim he had established, 
not to expose the safety of the state to the hazard of a 
battle, would not sutler his troops to sally out of the 
city: however, before the enemy left the open coun¬ 
try, he sailed to Peloponnesus with 100 galleys, in 
order to hasten their retreat by so powerful a diver¬ 
sion; and after having made a dreadful havoc (as he 
had done the first year) he returned into the city. 
The plague was still there as well as in the fleet, and 
it spread to those troops that were besieging Potidaea. 

The campaign being thus ended, the Athenians, 
who saw their country depopulated by two great 
scourges, war and pestilence, began to despond and 
to murmur against Pericles; considering him as the 
author of all their calamities, as he had involved them 
in that fatal war. They therefore sent a deputation to 
Lacedaemonia, to obtain, if possible, an accommoda¬ 
tion by some means or other, firmly resolved to make 
whatever concessions should be demanded of them; 
however, the ambassadors returned back without be¬ 
ing able to obtain any terms. Complaints and mur¬ 
murs now broke out afresh; and the whole city was 
in such a trouble and confusion, as seemed to prog¬ 
nosticate the worst of evils. Pericles, in the midst 
of this universal consternation, could not forbear as¬ 
sembling the people; and endeavoured to soften, and 
at the same time to encourage them, by justifying 
himself. “ The reasons,” says he, “ which induced you 
to undertake this war, and which you all approved at 
that time, are still the same; and are not changed by 
the alteration of circumstances, which neither you nor 
mj'self could foresee. Had it been left to your op¬ 
tion to make choice of peace or war, the former would 
certainly have been the most eligible: but as there 
was no other means for preserving your liberty, but 
by drawing the sword, was it possible for you to hes¬ 
itate? If we are citizens who truly love our coun¬ 
try, ought our private misfortunes to make us neglect 
the common welfare of the state? Every man feels 
the evil which afflicts himself, because it is present; 
but no one is sensible of the good which will result 
from it, because it* *is not come. Have you forgotten 
the strength and grandeur of your empire? Of th e 
two parts which form this globe of ours, viz. the la nd 
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and sea, you have absolute possession of the latter; 
and no king, nor any other power is able to oppose 
your fleets. The question now is, whether you will 
preserve this glory and this empire, or resign it for 
ever. Be not therefore grieved because you are de¬ 
prived of a few country-houses and gardens, which 
ought to be considered no otherwise than as the frame 
of the picture, though you would seem to make them 
the picture itself. Consider, that if you do but pre¬ 
serve your liberty, you will easily recover them; but 
that should you suffer yourselves to be deprived of 
this blessing, you will lose every valuable possession 
with it. Do not show less generosity than your an¬ 
cestors, who, for the sake of preserving it, abandoned 
even their city; and who, though they had not inhe¬ 
rited such a glory from their ancestors, yet suffered 
the worst of evils, and engaged in the most perilous 
enterprises, to transmit it to you. I confess that your 
present calamities are exceedingl}' grievous, and I 
myself am duly sensible and deeply afflicted for them. 
But is it just in you to exclaim against your general, 
for an accident that was not to be diverted by all the 
prudence of man; and to make him responsible for an 
event, in which be has not the least concern? We 
must submit patiently to those evils which Heaven 
inflicts upon us, and vigorously oppose, such as arise 
from our fellow-creatures. As to the hatred and 
jealousy, which attend on your prosperity, the}' are 
the usual lot of all who believe themselves worthy of 
commanding. However, hatred and envy are not 
long-lived, but the glory that accompanies exalted 
actions is immortal. R.evolve therefore perpetually 
in your minds, how shameful and ignominious it is 
for men to bow the neck to their enemies, and how 
glorious it is to triumph over them; and then, ani¬ 
mated by this double reflection, inarch on to danger 
with joy and intrepidity, and do not crouch so tame¬ 
ly in vain to the Lacedaemonians; and call to mind, 
that those who display the greatest bravery and res¬ 
olution in dangers, acquire the most esteem and ap¬ 
plause.” 

The motives of honour and fame, the remembrance 
of the great actions of their ancestors, the grateful 
title of sovereigns of Greece, and above all, jealousy 
against Sparta, the ancient perpetual rival of Athens, 
were the usual motives which Pericles employed to 
influence and animate the Athenians, and the} r had 
hitherto never failed of success. But on this occasion, 
the sense of present evils prevailed over every other 
consideration, and stifled all other thoughts. The 
Athenians indeed did not design to sue to the Lace¬ 
daemonians any more for peace, but the mere sight 
and presence of Pericles was insupportable to them. 
They therefore deprived him of tne command of the 
army, and sentenced him to pay a fine, which, accord¬ 
ing to some historians, amounted to fifteen talents, 
and, according to others, fifty'. 1 

However, this public disgrace of Pericles was not 
to be very lasting. The anger of the people was ap¬ 
peased by this first effort, and had spent itself in this 
injurious treatment of him, as the bee leaves its sting 
in the wound. But he was not now so happy with 
regard to his domestic evils; for, besides his having 
lost a great number of his friends and relations by the 

estilence, feuds and divisions had long reigned in 

is fami!j\ Xanthippus, his eldest son, who himself 
was extremely profuse, and had married a young wife 
no less extravagant, could not bear his father’s exact 
economy, who allowed him but a very small sum for 
his pleasures. This made him borrow money in his 
father’s name. When the lender demanded his debt 
of Pericles, he not only refused to pay, but even pros¬ 
ecuted him for it. Xanthippus was so enraged, that 
he inveighed in the strongest terms against his father, 
exclaiming against him in all places, and ridiculing 
openly the assemblies he held at his house, and his 
conferences with the Sophists. He did not know that 
a son, though treated unjustly (which was far other¬ 
wise in his case,) ought to submit patiently to the 
injustice of his father, as a citizen ought to suffer that 
of his country. 


1 Fifteen or fifty thousand French crowns. 


The plague carried off Xanthippus. At the same 
time Pericles lost his sister, with many of his rela¬ 
tions and best friends, whose assistance he most want¬ 
ed in the administration. But he did not sink under 
these losses; his strength of mind was not shaken by 
them; and he was not seen to weep or show the usual 
marks of sorrow at the grave of any of his relations, 
till the death of Paralus, the last of his legitimate 
children. Stunned by that violent blow, he did his 
utmost to preserve his usual tranquillity, and not 
show any outward symiptoms of sorrow. But when 
he was to put the crown of flowers upon the head of 
his dead son, he could not support tne cruel specta¬ 
cle, nor stifle the transports of nis grief, which forced 
its way in cries, in sobs, and a flood of tears. 

Pericles, misled by the principles of a false philos¬ 
ophy, imagined, that bewailing the death of his rela¬ 
tions and children, would betray a weakness incon¬ 
sistent with that greatness of soul which he had ever 
shown: and that on this occasion, the sensibility of 
the father would sully the glory of the conqueror 
How gross an error! how childish an illusion! which 
either makes heroism consist in wild and savage cru¬ 
elty; or, leaving the same grief and confusion in the 
mind, assumes a vain outside of constancy and reso¬ 
lution, merely to be admired. But does martial bra¬ 
very extinguish nature? Is a man dead to all feel¬ 
ing, because he makes a considerable figure in the 
state? The emperor Antonius had a much juster 
way of thinking, when on occasion of Marcus Aure¬ 
lius’s lamenting the death of the person who had 
brought him up, he said, “ Suffer him to be a man, 
for neither philosophy nor sovereignty renders us in¬ 
sensible.” 2 

Fickleness and inconstancy were the prevailing 
characteristics of the Athenians; and as these carried 
them on a sudden to the greatest excesses, they soon 
brought them back again within the bounds of mode¬ 
ration and gentleness. It was not long before they 
repented the injury they had done Pericles, and ear¬ 
nestly wished to see him again in their assemblies. 
By dint of suffering, they began tn be in some mea¬ 
sure inured to their domestic misfortunes, and to be 
fired more and more with a zeal for their county’s 
glory; and in their ardour for reinstating its affairs, 
they did not know any person more capable of effect¬ 
ing it than Pericles. He, at that time, never stirred 
out of his house, and was in the utmost grief for the 
loss he had sustained. However, Alcibiades and 
the rest of his friends entreated him to go abroad 
and show himself in public. The people asked him 
pardon for their ungrateful usage to him; and Peri¬ 
cles, moved with their entreaties, and persuaded that 
it did not become a good citizen to harbour the least 
resentment against his country, resumed the govern¬ 
ment. 

About the end of the second campaign, some am¬ 
bassadors had set out from Lacedaemon, commissioned 
to solicit the king of Persia’s alliance, and engage 
him to furnish a sum of money for maintaining the 
fleet: this step was most disgraceful to the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians who called themselves the deliverers of Greece, 
since they thereby retracted or sullied the glorious 
actions they had formerly achieved in her defence 
against Persia. They went by w r ay of Thrace, in 
order to disengage Sitalces from the alliance of the 
Athenians and prevail with him to succour Potidaea. 
But they here met with some Athenian ambassadors 
who caused them to be arrested as disturbers of the 
public peace, and afterwards to be sent to Athens, 
where, without suffering them to be heard, they were 
put to death the same day; and their bodies thrown 
on a dung-hill, by way of reprisal on the Lacedagmo- 
nians, who treated all who were not of their party in 
the same inhuman manner. It is scarce possible to 
conceive how two cities, which a little before, were so 
strongly united, and ought to have prided themselves 
upon showing a mutual civility ana forbearance to¬ 
wards each other, could contract so inveterate a ha- 


a Permitte illi, ut homo sit; neque enim vel philosophla 
vel impeTiura tollit affect us. Jul. Capitol, in vit, Antoni ni 
Pii. 
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tred, and break into such cruel acts of violence, as 
infringed all the laws of war, humanity, and nations; 
and prompt them to exercise greater cruelties upon 
one another, than if they had been at war with bar¬ 
barians. 

Potidfea had now been besieged almost three years; 
when the inhabitants, reduced to extremity, and in 
such want of provisions that some fed on human flesh, 
and not expecting any succours from the Peloponne¬ 
sians, whose attempts in Attica had all proved abor¬ 
tive, surrendered on conditions. The circumstances 
which made the Athenians treat them with lenity, 
were, the severity of the weather, which exceedingly 
annoyed the besiegers; and the prodigious expense 
of the siege, 1 which had already cost 2000 talents. 2 
They therefore came out of the city with their wives 
and children, as well citizens as foreigners, with each 
but one suit of clothes, and the women two, and car¬ 
ried oft'nothing but a little money to procure them a 
settlement. The Athenians blamed their generals for 
granting this capitulation without their order; be¬ 
cause otherwise, as the citizens were reduced to the 
utmost extremities, they would have surrendered at 
discretion. They sent a colony thither. 

The first thing Pericles did after 
A. M. 3575. his being re-elected generalissimo, 
Ant. J. C. 429. was to propose the abrogating of 
that law which lie himself had 
caused to be enacted against bastards, when he had 
some legitimate children. It declared, that such on¬ 
ly should be considered asnative and legitimate Athe¬ 
nians, whose fathers and mothers were both natives 
of Athens; and it had been executed just before with 
the utmost rigour. For the king of Egypt 3 having 
sent to Athens a present of 40,000 measures of corn 
to be distributed among the people, the bastards, on 
account of this new law, were involved in a thousand 
law-suits and difficulties, till then unpractised, and 
which had not been so much as thought of. Near 5000 
of them were condemned and sold as slaves, whilst 
14,040 citizens were confimed in their privileges, and 
recognized as true Athenians. It was thought very 
strauge, that the author and promoter of this law 
should himself desire to have it repealed. But the 
Athenians were moved to compassion at the domestic 
calamities of Pencles; so that they permitted him to 
ehrol his bastard in the register ot the citizens of his 
tribe, and to let him bear nis own name. 

A little after he himself was in- 
A. M. 3576. fected with the pestilence. Being 
Ant. J. C. 428. extremely ill, and ready to breathe 
his last, the principal citizens, and 
such of his friends as had not forsaken him, discours¬ 
ing together in his bed-chamber about his rare merit, 
they ran over his exploits, and computed the number 
of his victories; for whilst he was generalissimo of the 
Athenians, he had erected for the glory of their city 
nine trophies, in memory of as many battles gained 
by him. They did not imagine that Pericles heard 
what they were saying, because he seemed to have 
lost his senses; but it was far otherwise, for not a sin- 
le word of their discourse had escaped him; when, 
reaking suddenly from his silence, “ I am surprised,” 
says he, “ that you should treasure up so well in your 
memories, and extol so highly, a series of actions in 
which fortune had so great a share, and which are 
common to me with so many other generals: and 
at the same time should forget the most glorious cir¬ 
cumstance in my life,—I mean my never having 
caused a single citizen to put on mourning.” A fine 
saying! which very few in high stations can declare 


t The army which besieged Potidaea consisted of 3000 
men, exclusive of the 1600 who had been sent under the 
command of Phormio. Every soldier received (daily) two 
drachms, or twenty pence (French,) for master and man ; 
and those of the galleys had the same pay. Tkucyd. I. iii. 
p. 182. 

a About 280,000?: 

* Plutarch does not name this king. Perhaps it was Ina- 
rus, son to Psammcliehus king of Lihya, who had caused 
part of the Egyptians to take up arms against Artaxerxes, 
and to whom the Athenians, above thirty years before, had 
sent succours against the Persians. Thiicyd. 1. i. p. 08. 


with truth. The Athenians were deeply afflicted at 
his death. 

The reader has doubtless observed, from what has 
been said of Pericles, that in him were united most 
qualities which constitute the great man; as those of 
tne admiral, by his skill in naval aflairs; of the great 
captain, by his conquest and victories; of the finan¬ 
cier, by his excellent regulations of the public reve¬ 
nue ; of the great politician, by the extent and justness 
of his views, by his eloquence in public deliberations, 
and by the dexterity and address with which he trans¬ 
acted aflairs; of a minister of state, by the methods 
he employed to increase trade, and promote the arts 
in general; in fine, of father of his country, by the 
happiness he procured to every individual, and which 
he always had in view, as the true scope and end of 
his administration. 

But l must not omit another characteristic which 
was peculiar to him. He acted with so much wis¬ 
dom, moderation, disinterestedness, and zeal, for the 
public good; he discovered, in all things, so great a 
superiority of talents, and gave so exalted an idea of 
his experience, capacity, and integrity, that he ac¬ 
quired the confidence of all the Athenians; and fixed 
(in his own favour,) during forty years that he gov¬ 
erned the Athenians, their natural fickleness and in¬ 
constancy. He suppressed that jealousy, which an 
extreme fondness for liberty had made them entertain 
against all citizens distinguished by their merit and 
great authority. But the most surprising circumstance 
is, he gained this great ascendant merely by persua¬ 
sion, without employing force, mean artifices, or any 
of those arts which a common politician excuses in 
himself, upon the specious pretence that the necessity 
of the public aflairs and the interest of the state, re¬ 
quire them. 

Anaxagoras died the same year as Pericles * * 4 Plu¬ 
tarch relates a circumstance concerning him, that 
happened some time before, which must not be omit¬ 
ted. He says, that this philosopher, who had volun¬ 
tarily reduced himself to excessive poverty, in order 
that he might have the greater leisure to pursue his 
studies; finding himself neglected in his old age by 
Pericles, who, in the multiplicity of the public aflairs, 
had not always time to think of him; wrapped his 
cloak about his head, 5 and threw himself on the 
ground, in the fixed resolution to starve himself. Pe¬ 
ricles hearing of this accidentally, ran with the utmost 
haste to the philosopher’s house, in the deepest af¬ 
fliction. He conjured him, in the strongest and most 
moving terms, not to throw his life away; adding, 
that it was not Anaxagoras but himself, that was to 
be lamented, if he was so unfortunate as to lose so 
wise and faithful a friend; one who was so capable of 
giving him wholesome counsels, in the pressing emer¬ 
gencies of the state. Anaxagoras then, uncovering a 
little his head, spoke thus to him: Pericles , those ivho 
need the light of a lamp take care to feed it with oil. 
This was a gentle, and at the same time a keen and 
iercing, reproach. Pericles ought to have supplied 
is wants unasked. Many lamps are extinguished in 
this manner in a country, by the criminal negligence 
of those who ought to supply them. 

SECTION III.— THE LACEDEMONIANS BESIEGE 

PLATEE. MITYLENE IS TAKEN BY THE ATHE¬ 
NIANS. PLATEE SURRENDERS. THE PLAGUE 

BREAKS OUT AGAIN IN ATHENS. 

Fourth and ffth years of the war. 

The most memorable transaction 
of the following years, 6 was the A. M. 3576. 
siege of Plataese, by the Lacedsemo- Ant. J. C. 428. 
nians. This was one of the most fa¬ 
mous sieges of antiquity, on account of the vigorous 
efforts of both parties; but especially for the glorious 
resistance made by the besieged, and their bold and 


4 PJut. in Perio.I. p. ICO. ... 

s It was the custom for those to cover their heads with 
their cloaks, who were reduced to despair, and resolved to 
die. 

s Tbucyd. 1. ii. p. 147—15.1. Diod. 1. xii. p. 102—109. 
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industrious stratagem, by which several of them got' 
out of the city, and by that means escaped the fury 
of the enemy. The Lacedaemonians besieged this 
place in the beginning of the third campaign. As 
soon as they had pitched their camp round the city, 
in order to lay waste the surrounding country, the 
Plataeans sent deputies to Archidamus, who com¬ 
manded on that occasion, to represent that he could 
not attack them with the least shadow of justice, be¬ 
cause that, after the famous battle of Platasae, Pausa- 
nias, the Grecian general, offering up a sacrifice in their 
city to Jupiter the Deliverer, in presence of all the 
allies, had given them their freedom, to reward their 
valourand zeal; and therefore that they ought not to be 
disturbed in the enjoyment of their liberties, since it 
had been granted them by a Lacedaemonian. Archi¬ 
damus answered, that their demands would be very 
reasonable, had they not joined with the Athenians, 
the professed enemies to the liberties of Greece; but 
that, if they would disengage themselves from their 
present alliance, or at least remain neuter, they then 
should be left in the full enjoyment of their privile¬ 
ges. The deputies replied, that they could not pos¬ 
sibly come to any agreement, without the cognizance 
of Athens, whither their wives and their children 
were retired. The Lacedaemonians permitted them to 
send thither; when the Athenians promising solemnly 
to succour them to the utmost of their power, the 
Plataeans resolved to suffer the last extremities rather 
than surrender; and accordingly they informed the 
Lacedaemonians, from their walls, that they could not 
comply with what was desired. 

Archidamus then, after calling upon the gods to 
witness that he did not first infringe the alliance, and 
was not the cause of the calamities which might befall 
the Plataeans, for having refused the just and reason¬ 
able conditions offered them, prepared for the siege. 
He surrounded the city with a circumvallation of 
trees, which were laid long-ways, very close together, 
with their boughs interwoven, and turned towards the 
city, to prevent any person from going out of it. He 
afterwards threw up a platform to set the batteries 
on; in hopes that, as so many hands were employed, 
they should soon take the city. He therefore caused 
trees to be felled on Mount Cithaeron, and interwove 
them with fascines, in order to support the terrace 
on all sides; he then threw into it wood, earth, and 
stones; in a word, whatever could help to fill it up. 
The whole army worked night and day, without the 
least intermission, during seventy days; one half of 
the soldiers reposing themselves, whilst the rest were 
at work. 

. The besieged observing that the work began to 
rise, threw up a wooden wall upon the walls of the 
city opposite to the platform, in order that they might 
always out-top the besiegers; and filled the hollow of 
this wooden wall with the bricks they took from the 
rubbish of the neighbouring houses; so that the beams 
of timber served in a manner as a defence to keep the 
wall from falling, as it was carrying up. It was cov¬ 
ered, on the outside, with hides, both raw and dry, 
in order to shelter the works and the workmen from 
the fires discharged against it. In proportion as it 
rose, the platform was raised also, which in this man¬ 
ner was carried to a great height. But the besieged 
made a hole in the opposite wall, in order to carry 
off the earth that sustained the platform; which the 
besiegers perceiving, they put baskets of reeds filled 
with mortar in the place of the earth which had been 
removed, because these could not be so easily carried 
off. The besieged, therefore, finding their first stra¬ 
tagem defeated, made a mine under ground as far as 
the platform, in order to work under cover, and to 
remove from it the earth and other materials of which 
it was composed, and which they gave from hand to 
hand, as far as the city. The besiegers were a con¬ 
siderable time without perceiving this, till at last they 
found that their work did not go fonvard,and that 
the more earth they laid on, the lower it sunk. But 
the besieged judging that the superiority of numbers 
would at length prevail; without wasting their lime 
8 ny longer on this work, or carrying the wall higher 
on the side towards the batte ry, contented themselves 


with building another within, in the form of a half 
moon, both ends of which joined to the wall; in order 
that they might retire behind it when the first wall 
should be forced; and so oblige the enemy to make 
fresh works. 

In the mean time the besiegers having set up their 
machines (doubtless after they had filled up the ditch, 
though Thucydides does not say this,) shook the city 
wall in a very terrible manner, which, though it 
alarmed the citizens very much, did not however dis¬ 
courage them. They employed every art that their 
imagination could suggest against the enemy’s batte¬ 
ries. They prevented the effect of the battering-rams, 
by ropes 1 which turned aside their strokes. They 
also employed another artifice: the two end9 of a great 
beam were made fast by long iron chains to two large 
pieces of timber, supported at due distance upon the 
wall in the nature of a balance; so that whenever the 
enemy played their machine, the besieged lifted up 
this beam, and let it fall on the head of the battering- 
ram, which quite deadened its force, and consequent¬ 
ly made it of no effect. 

The besiegers finding the attack did not go on suc¬ 
cessfully, and that a new wall was raised against their 
platform, despaired of being able to storm the place, 
and therefore changed the siege into a blockade. 
However, they first endeavoured to set fire to it, ima¬ 
gining that the town might easily be burnt down, as 
it was so small, whenever a strong wind should rise; 
for they employed all the artifice imaginable, to make 
themselves masters of it as soon as possible, and with 
little expense. They therefore threw fascines into the 
intervals between the walls of the city and the iii- 
trenebment with which they had surrounded them; 
and filled these intervals in a very little time, because 
of the multitude of hands employed by them; in order 
to set fire at the same time, to different parts of the 
city. They then lighted the fire with pitch and sul¬ 
phur, which in a moment made such a prodigious 
blaze, that the like was never seen. This invention 
was very near carrving the city, which had baffled all 
others; for the besfeged could not make head at once 
against the fire and the enemy in several parts of the 
town; and had the weather favoured the besiegers, 
as they flattered themselves it would, it had certainly 
been taken: but history informs us, that an exceed¬ 
ing heavy rain fell, which extinguished the fire. 

This last effort of the besiegers having been defeat¬ 
ed as successfully as all the rest, they now turned 
the siege into a blockade, and surrounded the city 
with a brick wall, strengthened on each side with a 
deep ditch. The whole army was engaged succes¬ 
sively in lhis work, and when it was finished, they 
left a guard over half of it, the Boeotians offering 
to guard the rest; upon which the Lacedaemonians 
returned to Sparta, about the month of October. 
There were now in Platceae but 400 inhabitants, and 
fourscore Athenians, with 110 women to dress their 
victuals, and no other person, whether freeman or 
slave; all the rest having been sent to Athens before 
the siege. 

During the campaign, some engagements were 
fought both by sea ana land, which I omit as being 
of no importance. 

The next summer, 2 which was the fourth year of 
the war, the people of Lesbos, the citizens of Me- 
thymna excepted, resolved to break their alliance 
with the Athenians. They had designed to rebel.be- 
fore the war was declared, but the Lacedaemonians 
would not receive them at that time. The citizens of 
Methymna sent advice of this to the Athenians, assu¬ 
ring them, that if immediate succour was not sent, the 
island would be inevitably lost. The dejection of the 
Athenians, who had sustained great losses by the war 
and the plague, was greatly increased, when new3 
was brought of the revolt of so considerable an island, 
whose forces, which were hitherto unimpaired, would 
now join the enemy, and reinforce them on a sudden 


t The lower end of these ropes formed a variety of slip¬ 
knots, with which they catched the head of the battering- 
ram. which they raised up by the help of the machine, 
a Tliucyd. 1. iii. p. 174—207. Diod. 1. xii. p. 10B, 109, 
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bv the addition of a powerful fleet. The Athenians 
therefore immediately sent forty galleys designed for 
Peloponnesus, which accordingly sailed for Milylene. 
The inhabitants, though in great consternation, be¬ 
cause they were quite unprepared, yet put oil the ap¬ 
pearance of bravery, and sailed out of the port with 
their ships; however, being repulsed, they proposed 
on accommodation, which the Athenians listened to, 
from an apprehension that they were not strong 
enough to reduce the island to their allegiance. A 
suspension of arms was therefore agreed upon, during 
which the Mityleneans sent ambassadors to Athens. 
The fear of not obtaining their demands, made them 
send others to Lacedsemonia. to desire succours. This 
was not ill judged, the Athenians sending them an 
answer which they had no reason to interpret in their 
favour. 

The ambassadors of Mitylene, after a dangerous 
voyage, being arrived in Lacada?monia, the Spartans 
deferred giving them audience till the solemnization 
of the Olympic games, in order that the allies might 
bear the complaints they had to make. I shall repeat 
their whole speech on that occasion, as it may serve, 
at once, to give a just idea of Thucydides’s style, and 
of the disposition of the several states towards the 
Athenians and Lacedaemonians. “ We are sensible,” 
said the ambassadors, “ that it is usual to treat desert¬ 
ers well at first, because of the services they do those 
whom they fly to; but to despise them afterwards as 
traitors to*their country and friends. This is far from 
being unjust, when they have no inducement to such 
a change; when the same union subsists, and the same 
aids are reciprocally granted. But it is far otherwise 
between us and the Athenians: and we entreat you 
not to be prejudiced against us, because, after having 
been treated mildly by the Athenians during the peace, 
we now renounce their alliance when they are unfor¬ 
tunate. For, since we are come hither to demand ad¬ 
mittance into the number of your friends and allies, 
we ought to begin our own justification, by showing 
the justice and necessity of our procedure; it being 
impossible for a true friendship to be established be¬ 
tween individuals, ora solid alliance between cities, 
unless both are founded on virtue, and uniformity of 
principles and sentiments. 

“To come to the point: The treaty we concluded 
with the Athenians, was not to enslave Greece, but 
to free it from the yoke of the barbarians: and it was 
concluded from the retreat of the Persians, when you 
renounced the command. We adhered to it with 
pleasure, so long as the Athenians continued to enter¬ 
tain just designs; but when we saw that they discon¬ 
tinued the war which they were carrying on against 
the enemy, merely to oppress the allies, we couid not 
but suspect their conduct. And as it was extremely 
difficult, in so great a diversity of interests and opin¬ 
ions, for all to continue in strict union; and still harder 
to make head against them, when alone and sepa¬ 
rated; they have subjected, by insensible degrees, all 
the allies, except the inhabitants of Chios, and our 
people; and used our own forces for this end. For, 
at tne same time that they left us seemingly at our 
liberty, they obliged us to follow them; though we 
Could no longer rely on their word, and had the 
strongest reason to fear the like treatment. And, in¬ 
deed, what probability is there, after their enslaving 
all the other states, that they should show a regard 
to us only, and admit us upon the foot of equals, if 
they niav become our masters whenever they please; 
especially as their power increases daily, in propor¬ 
tion as ours lessens? A mutual fear between confed¬ 
erates, is a strong motive to make an alliance lasting, 
and to prevent unjust and violent attempts, by keep¬ 
ing all things in an equilibrium. If they left us tne 
enjoyment of our liberties, it was merely because they 
could not intrench upon them by open force, but only 
by that equity and specious moderation they have 
shown us. First they pretended to prove, from their 
moderate conduct in regard to us, that as we are free, 
we should not have marched in conjunction with them 
against the other allies, had they not given them just 
grounds for complaint. Secondly, by attacking the 
weakest first, and subduing them one after another, 
Vol. T.—39 
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they enabled themselves, by their ruin, to subject the 
most powerful without difficulty, who at last would 
be left alone, and without support; whereas, had they 
begun by invading us, at the time that the allies were 
possessed of all their strength, and were able jto make 
some stand, they could not so easily have completed 
their design. Besides, as we had a large fleet, which 
would strengthen cousideiably whatever party we 
should declare for, this was a check upon them. Add 
to this, that the high regard we have always shown for 
their republic, and the endeavours we have used to 
gain the favour of those who commanded it, have 
suspended our ruin. But we had been undone, had 
not this war broke out; and of this the fate of others 
leaves us no room to doubt. 

“ What friendship, then, what lasting alliance, can 
be concluded with those who never are friends and 
allies, but when force is employed to make them con¬ 
tinue such? For, as they were obliged to pay court 
to us during the war, to prevent our joining with the 
enemy; we were constrained to treat them with the 
same regard in time of peace, to prevent their falling 
upon us. That which love produces in other places, 
was with us the effect of fear. It was this circum¬ 
stance that made an alliance subsist some time, which 
both parties were determined to break upon the very 
first favourable occasion; let therefore no one accuse 
us for the advantage we now take. We had not al¬ 
ways the same opportunity to save ourselves, as they 
had to ruin us; but were under a necessity of waiting 
a favourable juncture, before we could venture to 
declare ourselves. 

“ Such are the motives which now oblige us to so¬ 
licit your alliance: motives, the equity and justice of 
which appear very strong to us, and consequently 
call upon us to provide for our safety: we should have 
claimed your protection before, had you been sooner 
inclined to afford it us; for we offered ourselves to 
you, even before the war broke out: we are now come, 
at the persuasion of the Boeotians, your allies, to dis¬ 
engage ourselves from the oppressors of Greece, and 
join our arms with those of its defenders; and to 
provide for the security of our state, which is now in 
imminent danger. If any thing can be objected to 
our conduct, it is, our declaring so precipitately with 
more generosity than prudence, and without having 
made the least preparations. But this also ought to 
engage you to be the more ready in succouring us; 
that you may not lose the opportunity of protecting 
the oppressed, and avenging yourselves on your ene¬ 
mies. There never was a more favourable conjunc¬ 
ture than that which now offers itself; a conjuncture, 
when war and pestilence have consumed their forces, 
and exhausted their treasure: not to mention that 
their fleet is divided, by which means they will not be 
in a condition to resist you, should you invade them 
at the same time by sea and land. For, they either 
will leave us to attack you, and give us an opportu¬ 
nity of succouring you; or they will oppose us alto¬ 
gether, and then you will have but half their forces 
to deal with. 

“As to what remains, let no one imagine that yon 
will expose yourselves to dangers for a people incapa¬ 
ble. of doing you service. Our country indeed lies at 
a considerable distance from you, but our aid is near 
at hand. For the war will be carried on, not in Atti¬ 
ca, as is supposed, but in that country whose revenues 
are the support of Attica, and we are not far from it. 
Consider, also, that in abandoning us, you will in¬ 
crease the power of the Athenians by the addition of 
ours; and that no state will then dare to revolt against 
them. But in succouring- us, you will strengthen 
yourselves with a fleet which you so much want; and 
you will induce many other people, after our exam¬ 
ple, to join you; ana you will take off the reproach 
cast upon you, of abandoning those who have recourse 
to your protection, which will be no inconsiderable 
advantage to you during the course of the war. 

“ We therefore implore you, in the name of Jupiter 
Olympius, in whose temple we now are, not to frus¬ 
trate the hopes of the Greeks, nor reject suppliants, 
whose preservation may be highly advantageous, and 
whose ruin ruay be infinitely pernicious to you. Show 
2 A 2 
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yourselves such now, as the idea entertained of your 
generosity, and the extreme danger to which we are 
reduced, demand; that is, the protectors of the af¬ 
flicted, the deliverers of Greece.” 

The allies, struck with these reasons, admitted 
them into the alliance of Peloponnesus. An immedi¬ 
ate incursion into the enemy’s country was resolved, 
and that the allies should rendezvous at Corinth, with 
two-thirds of their forces. The Lacedaemonians ar¬ 
rived first, and prepared engines for transporting the 
ships from the gulf of Corinth into the sea of Athens, 
in order to invade Attica both by sea and land. The 
Athenians were no less active on their side; but the 
allies, being employed in their harvest, and beginning 
to grow weary of the war, were a long time before 
they met. 

During this interval, the Athenians, who perceived 
that all these preparations were made against them, 
from a supposition that they were very weak; in or¬ 
der to undeceive the world, and show that they were 
able to furnish a fleet without calling in any of their 
ships from before Lesbo3, put to sea a fleet of 100 
sail, which they manned with citizens as well as for¬ 
eigners; not exempting a single citizen, except such 
only as were obliged to serve on horseback, or whose 
revenue amounted to 500 measures of corn. After 
having showed themselves before the isthmus of Co¬ 
rinth, to make a display of their power, they made 
descents into whatever part of Peloponnesus they 
pleased. 

They never had had a finer fleet. They guarded 
their own country, snd the coasts of Euboea and Sa- 
lamis with a fleet of 100 ships: they cruised round 
Peloponnesus with another fleet of the like number 
of vessels, without including their fleet before Les¬ 
bos and other places. The whole amounted to up¬ 
wards of 250 galleys. The expenses of this powerful 
armament entirely exhausted their treasure, which 
had been very much drained before by those incurred 
by the siege of Potidaea. 

The Lacedaemonians, greatly surprised at so formi¬ 
dable a fleet, which they no ways expected, returned 
with the utmost expedition to their own country, and 
only ordered forty galleys to be fitted out for the suc¬ 
cour of Mitylene. The Athenians had sent a rein¬ 
forcement thither, consisting of 1000 heavy-armed 
troops, by whose assistance they made a contravalla- 
tion, with fort3 in the most commodious places; so 
that it was blocked up both by sea and land, in the 
beginning of winter. The Athenians were in such 
great want of money for carrying on this siege, that 
they were reduced to assess themselves, which they 
had never before, aod by this means 200 talents 1 were 
sent to it. 

The people of Mitylene being in 
A. M. 3577. want of all things, and having wait- 
Ant. J. C. 427. ed to no purpose for the succours 
which the Lacedaemonians had pro¬ 
mised them, surrendered, upon condition that no 
person should be put to death or imprisoned, till the 
ambassadors, whom they should send to Athens, 
were returned; and that, in the mean time, the troops 
should be admitted into the city. As soon as the 
Athenians had got possession of the city, such of the 
factious Mityleneans as had fled to the altai *3 for re¬ 
fuge, were conveyed to Tenedos, and afterwards to 
Athens. There tne affair of the Mityleneans was de¬ 
bated. As their revolt had greatly exasperated the 
people, because it had not been preceded by any ill 
treatment, and seemed a mere effect of their hatred 
for the Athenians, in the first transports of their rage 
they resolved to put all their citizens to death indis¬ 
criminately, and to make all the women and children 
slaves; and immediately they sent a galley to put the 
decree in execution. 

But night gave them leisure to reflect. This sever¬ 
ity was judged too cruel, and carried beyond its due 
bounds. They imagined to themselves the fate of 
that unhappy city, entirely abandoned to slaughter, 
find repented their having involved the innocent with 
the guilty. This sudden change of the Athenians 


* Two hundred thousand crowns, about 45,000/. sterling. 


gave the Mitylenean amhassadors some little glim¬ 
mering of hope; and they prevailed so far with the 
magistrates, as to have the affair debated a second 
time. Cleon, who had suggested the first decree, a 
man of a fiery temper, and who had great influence 
over the people, maintained his opinion with much ve¬ 
hemence and heat. He represented, that it was un¬ 
worthy awise government to change with every wind, 
and to annul in the morning what they had decreed 
the night before; and that it wa9 highly important to 
take an exemplary vengeance on the Klityleneans, in 
order to awe the rest of their allies, who were every 
where ready to revolt. 

Diodorus, who had contradicted Cleon in the first 
assembly, now opposed his arguments more strongly 
than before. After describing, in a tender and pa¬ 
thetic manner, the deplorable condition of the Mity¬ 
leneans, whose mind3 (he said) must necessarily be 
tortured with anxiety and suspense, whilst they were 
expecting a sentence that was to determine their 
fate; he represented to the Athenians, that the fame 
of their mildness and clemency had always reflected 
the highest honour on them, and distinguished them 
gloriously from all other nations. He observed, that 
the citizens of Mitylene had been drawn involuntarily 
into the rebellion; a proof of which was, their sur¬ 
rendering the city to them the instant it was in their 
power to do it: they, therefore, by this decree, would 
murder their benefactors and consequently be both 
unjust and ungrateful, as they would punish the inno¬ 
cent with the guilty, tie observed farther, that sup¬ 
posing the Mityleneans in general were guilty, it 
would however be for the interest of the Athenians 
to dissemble, in order that the rigorous punishment 
they had decreed might not exasperate the rest of the 
allies; and that the best way to put a stop to the 
evil, would be to leave room for repentance, and not 
plunge-people into despair, by the absolute and irre¬ 
vocable refusal of a pardon. His opinion therefore 
was, that they should examine very deliberately the 
cause of those factious Mityleneans who had been 
brought to Athens, and pardon all the rest. 

The assembly was very much divided, so that Di¬ 
odorus carried it only by a few votes. A second galley 
was therefore immediately fitted out. It was furnish¬ 
ed with every thing that might accelerate its course; 
and the ambassadors of Mitylene promised a great 
reward to the crew, provided they arrived in time. 
They therefore made extraordinary exertions, and did 
not quit their oars even when they took sustenance, 
but ate and drank as they rowed, and took their rest 
alternately; and very happily for them the wind was 
favourable. The first galley had got a day and night’s 
sail before them; but as those on board carried ill 
news, they did not make great haste. Its arrival be¬ 
fore the city had spread the utmost consternation in 
every part of it: but this consternation was increased 
infinitely, when the decree, by which all the citizens 
were sentenced to die, was read in a full assembly. 
Nothing now was heard in all places but cries and 
loud laments. The moment’ that the sentence was 
going to be put in execution, advice came that a se¬ 
cond galley was arrived. Immediately the cruel 
massacre was suspended. The assembly was again 
convened: and the decree which granted a pardon 
was listened to with such silence and joy, as is much 
easier conceived than expressed. 

All the factious Mityleneans who had been taken, 
though upwards of 1000, were put to death. The city 
was afterwards dismantled, the ships delivered up, and 
the whole island, the city of Methymna excepted, was 
divided into 3000 parts, 300 of which were consecra¬ 
ted to the service of the gods; and the rest divided 
by lot among such Athenians as were sent thither, to 
whom the natives of the country gave a revenue of 
two minse 2 for every portion; on which condition 
they were permitted to keep possession o( the island, 
but not as proprietors. Tne cities which belonged 
to the Mityleneans on the coast of Asia, were all sub* 
jected by the Athenians. 


* The Attic mina wa3 worth 100 drachms, that is, fifty 
French livres. 
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During- the winter of the preceding campaign, 1 the 
inhabitants of Plataeae, having lost all hopes of suc¬ 
cour, and being in the utmost want of provisions, 
formed a resolution to escape through the enemy: 
but half of them, struck with the greatness of the 
danger and the boldness of the enterprise, entirely 
lost their courage when they came to the execution; 
but the rest (who wore about 220 soldiers) •persisted 
in their resolution, and escaped in the following man¬ 
ner. 

Before I begin the .description of their escape, it 
will be proper to inform my readers, in what sense I 
use certain expressions which I shall employ in it. In 
strictness of speech, the line of fortification which is 
made round a city when besieged, to prevent sallies, 
is called cantravallatian; and that which is made to 
prevent any succours from without, is named circum - 
t 'dilation. Both these fortifications were used in this 
siege; however, for brevity’s sake, I shall use only the 
former term. 

The contravallation consisted of two walls, at six¬ 
teen feet distance one from the other. The space 
between the two walls being a kind of platform or 
terrace, seemed to be but one single building, and 
composed a range of cazerns or barracks, where the 
soldiers had their lodgings. Lofty towers were built 
around it at proper distances, extending from one w all 
to the other, in order that they might he ahle to de¬ 
fend themselves at the same time against any attack 
from within and without. There was no going from 
one cazern to another without crossing those towers; 
and on the top of the wall was a parapet on both 
sides, where a emard was commonly kept; but in rainy 
weather, the soldiers used to shelter themselves in the 
towers, which served as guard-houses. Such was the 
contravallation, on both sides of which .was a ditch, 
the earth of which had been employed in making the 
bricks of the wall. 

The besieged first ascertained the height of the 
w * *11, by counting the rows ofbricks which composed 
it; and this they did at different times, and employed 
several men for that purpose, in order that they might 
not mistake in the calculation. This was the easier, 
because, as the wall stood at a small distance, every 
part of it was very visible. They then made ladders 
of a proper length. 

All things being now ready for executing the de¬ 
sign, the besieged left the city one night when there 
was no moon, in the midst of a storm of wind and 
rain. After crossing the first ditch, they drew near 
to the wall undiscovered, through the darkness of the 
night; not to mention that the noise made by the 
rain and wind prevented their being heard. They 
marched at some distance from one another, to pre¬ 
vent the clashing of their arm®, which were light, in 
order that those who carried them might be the more 
active; and one of their legs was naked, to kepp them 
from sliding so easily in the mire. Those who car¬ 
ried the ladders laid them in the 3pace between the 
towers, where they knew no guard was posted, be¬ 
cause it rained. That instant twelve men mounted 
the ladders, armed with only a coat of mail and a 
dagger, and marched directly to the towers, six on 
each side. They were followed by soldiers armed on¬ 
ly with javelins, that they might mount the easier; 
and the shields were carried after them to be used in 
the conflict. 

When most of them were got to the top of the 
wall, they were discovered by the falling of a tile, 
which one of their comrades, in taking hold of the 
parapet to keep^himself steady, had thrown down. 
The alarm was immediately given from the towers, 
and the whole camp approached the wall without dis¬ 
covering the occasion of the outcry, from the gloom 
of the night and the violence of the storm. Besides 
which those who had stayed behind in the city, beat 
an alarm at the same time, in another quarter, to 
make a diversion: so that the enemy did not know 
which way to turn themselves and were afraid to quit 
their posts. But a body of reserve of 300 men, who 
were kept for any unforeseen accident that might 


happen, quitted the contravallation, and ran to that 
art where they heard the noise; and torches were 
eld up towards Thebes, to show that they must run 
that way. But those in the city, to render that sig¬ 
nal of no use,.held up others at the same time in dif¬ 
ferent quarters, having prepared them on the wall for 
that purpose. 

In the mean time, those who had mounted first hav¬ 
ing possessed themselves of the two tow’ers which 
flanked the intervals where the ladders were set, and 
having killed those who guarded them, posted them¬ 
selves there to defend the passage, and kept ofl' the 
besiegers. Then setting ladders from the top of the 
wall against the two towers, they caused a good num¬ 
ber of their comrades to mount, in order to keep off, 
by the discharge of their arrows, as well those who 
were advancing to the foot of the wall, as others who 
were hastening from the neighbouring towers. Whilst 
this was doing, they had time to set up several lad¬ 
ders, and to throw down the parapet, that the rest 
might come up with greater ease. As fast as they 
came up, they went down on the other side, and drew 
up near the ditch on the outside, to shoot at those 
who appeared. After they were passed over, the men 
who were in the towers came down last, and made to 
the ditch to follow after the rest. 

That instant the guard of 300, with torches, came 
up. However, as the Plataeans saw their enemies 
by this light better than they were seen by them, 
they took a surer aim, by which means the last cross¬ 
ed the ditch without being attacked in their passage: 
but this was not done without difficulty, because the 
ditch was frozen over, and the ice would not bear, on 
account of the thaw and heavy rains. The violence 
of the storm was of great advantage to them. 

After all were passed over, they took the road to¬ 
wards Thebes, the better to conceal their retreat: be¬ 
cause it was not likely that they would flee towards a 
city of the enemy’s. And accordingly they perceived 
the besiegers, with torches in their hands, pursuing 
them in the road that led to Athens. After keeping 
that towards Thebes about six or seven stadia, 2 they 
turned short towards the mountain, and resumed the 
road towards Athens, whither 212 arrived out of 220 
who had quitted the place; the rest having returned 
back through fear, one archer excepted, *vho was 
taken on the side of the ditch of contravallation. The 
besiegers, after having pursued them to no purpose, 
returned to their camp. 

In the mean time, the Plataeans who remained in 
the city supposing that all their companions had been 
killed (because those who returned, to justify them¬ 
selves, affirmed they were,) sent a herald to demand 
the dead bodies; but being told the true state of the 
affair, he withdrew. 

About the end of the following campaign^ which 
is that wherein Mitylcne was taken, the Platoeans be¬ 
ing in absolute want of provisions, and unable to make 
the least defence, surrendered, upon condition that 
they should not be punished till they had been tried 
by the due forms of justice. Five commissioners 
came for this purpose from Lacedmmon: and these, 
without charging them with any crime, barely asked 
them, whether they had done any service to the La¬ 
cedaemonians and the allies in this war'/ The Pla¬ 
taeans were much surprised, a9 well as embarrassed, 
by this question; and were sensible, that it had been 
suggested by the Thebans, their professed enemies, 
who had vowed their destruction. They therefore 
put the Lacedaemonians in mind of the services they 
had done to Greece in general, both at the battle of 
Artemisiuru, and that of Plataeae; and particularly in 
Lacedaemonia, at the time of the earthquake, which 
was followed by the revolt of their slaves. . The only 
reason (they declared) of their having joined the 
Athenians afterwards, was, to defend themselves from 
the hostilities of the Thebans, against whom they had 
implored the assistance of the Lacedaemonians to no 
purpose: that if it was imputed to them for a crime, 
which was only their misfortune, it ought not how- 


* Thucyd. 1. iii. p. 185—188. 


a Upwards of a quarter of a league. 

* Thucyd. 1. iii. p. 203—220. Diod. 1. Xu. p. 109 
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ever entirely to obliterate the remembrance of their 
former services. “Cast your eyes,” said they, “ on 
the monuments of your ancestors which you see here, 
to whom we annually pay all the honours which can 
be rendered to the manes of the dead. • You thought 
fit to intrust their bodies with us, as we were eye-wit¬ 
nesses of their bravery: and yet you now will give up 
their ashes to their murderers, in abandoning us to 
the Thebans, who fought against them at the battle of 
Plataeoe. Will you enslave a province where Greece 
recovered its liberty? Will you destroy the temples 
of those gods, to whom you are indebted for victory? 
Will you abolish the memory of their founders, who 
contributed so greatly to your safety? On this occa¬ 
sion, we may venture to say, our interest is insepara¬ 
ble from your glory: and you cannot deliver up your 
ancient friends and benefactors to the unjust hatred 
of the Thebans, without overwhelming yourselves 
with eternal infamy.” 

One would conclude, that these just remonstrances 
should have made some impression on the Lacedae¬ 
monians; but they were biassed more by the answer 
the Thebans made, which was expressed in the most 
haughty and bitter terms against the Plataeans; and 
besides, they had brought their instructions from La¬ 
cedaemon. They adhered therefore to their first ques¬ 
tion, JVhethcr the Plat (cans had done them any ser¬ 
vice since the war? and making them pass one after 
another, as they severally answered JVo, they were 
immediately butchered and not one escaped. About 
200 were killed in this manner; and twenty-five Athe¬ 
nians, who were among them, met with the same un¬ 
happy fate. Their wives, who had been taken pris¬ 
oners, were reduced to slavery. The Thebans after¬ 
wards peopled their city with exiles from Megara 
and Platreas; but the year after they demolished it 
entirely. It was in this manner that the Lacediemo- 
nians, in the hopes of reaping great advantages from 
the Thebans, sacrificed the Plataeans to their animos¬ 
ity, ninety-three years after their first alliance with 
the Athenians. 

In the sixth year of the war of 
A. M. 3578. Peloponnesus, the plague broke out 
Ant. J. C. 426. anew in Athens, 1 and again swept 
away great numbers. 

SECTION IV. —THE ATHENIANS POSSESS THEM¬ 
SELVES OF PYLUS, AND ARE AFTERWARDS BE¬ 
SIEGED IN IT. THE SPARTANS ARE SHUT UP IN 
THE LITTLE ISLAND OF SPHACTERIA. CLEON 
MAKES HIMSELF MASTER OF IT. ARTAXERXES 
DIES. 

The sixth and seventh years of the TVar. 

I PASS over several particular incidents of the suc¬ 
ceeding campaigns, which differ very little from one 
another; the Lacedaemonians making regularly every 
year incursions into Attica, and the Athenians into 
Peloponnesus: I likewise omit some sieges in differ¬ 
ent places: that of Pylus, 2 a little 
A. M..3579. city of Messenia, only 400 furlongs 3 
Ant. J. C. 425. from Lacedaemon, was one of the 
most considerable. The Athenians, 
headed by Demosthenes, had taken that city, and 
fortified themselves very strongly in it; this was the 
seventh year of the war. The Lacedaemonians left 
Attica immediately, in order to go and recover that 
place, and accordingly they attacked it both by sea 
and land. Brasidas, one of their leaders, signalized 
himself here by the most extraordinary acts of bra¬ 
very. Opposite to the city was a little island called 
Sphacteria, from whence the besieged might be great¬ 
ly annoyed, and the entrance of the harbour shut up. 
They therefore threw a chosen body of Lacedaemo¬ 
nians into it; making, in all, 420, exclusive of the 
Helots. A battle was fought at sea, in u r hich the 
Athenians were victorious, and accordingly erected a 
trophy. They surrounded the island; and set a guard 
Over every part of it, to prevent any of the inhabitants 


* Thucyd. 1. viii. p. 232. 

a Ibid. I. iv. p. 253—280. Diod.l. xii. p. 112-114. 

* Twenty French leagues. 


from going out, or any provisions being brought in to 
them. 

The news of the defeat being come to Sparta, th* 
magistrate thought the affair of the utmost impor¬ 
tance, and therefore came himself upon the spot, it» 
order that he might be better able to take proper 
measures; when, concluding that it would be impossi¬ 
ble for him to save those who were in the island, and 
that they at last must necessarily be starved out, or 
be taken by some other means, he proposed an ac¬ 
commodation. A suspension of arms was concluded, 
in order to give the Lacedtemonians time to send to 
Athens; but upon condition that in the mean time 
they should surrender up all their galleys, and not 
attack the place either by sea or land, till the return 
of the ambassadors: that if they complied with these 
conditions, the Athenians would permit them to carry 
provisions to those who were in the island, at the rate 
of so much for the master, 4 and half for the servant; 
and that the whole should be done publicly, and in 
sight of both armies: that, on the other side, the 
Athenians should be allowed to keep guard round the 
island, to prevent any thing from going in or out of 
it, but should not attack it in any manner; that in case 
this agreement should be infringed in the least, the 
truce would be broken; otherwise, that it should con¬ 
tinue in full force till the return of the ambassadors, 
whom the Athenians obliged themselves, by the arti¬ 
cles, to convey and bring back; and that then the La¬ 
cedaemonians should have their ships restored, in the 
same condition in which they had been delivered up. 
Such were the articles of the treaty. The Lacedae- 
mouians began to put it in execution, by surrendering 
about threescore ships; after which they sent ambas¬ 
sadors to Athens. 

Being admitted to audience before the people, they 
began by saying, that the}' were come to the Athe¬ 
nians to sue for that peace which they themselves 
were, a little before, in a condition to grant: that it 
depended only upon them to acquire the glory of hav¬ 
ing restored the tranquillity of all Greece, as the La¬ 
cedaemonians consented to their being arbitrators in 
this treaty: that the danger to which their citizens 
were exposed in the island, had determined them to 
take suen a step as could not but be very grating to 
Lacedtemonians: however, that their affairs were far 
from being desperate, and therefore, that now was 
the time to establish, between the two republics, a 
firm and solid friendship; because the ftflairs of both 
were still fluctuating, and fortune had not yet declared 
absolutely in favour of either : that the gods fre¬ 
quently abandoned those whom success makes proud, 
by shifting the scene, and rendering them as unfortu¬ 
nate as they before had been happy: that they ought 
to consider that the fate of arms is very uncertain; 
and that the means to establish a lasting peace, is not 
to triumph over an enemy by oppressing him, but to 
agree to a reconciliation on just and reasonable 
terms: for then, conquered by generosity and not by 
violence, his future thoughts being all employed, not 
on revenge, but on gratitude, he makes it both bis 
pleasure and his duty to observe his engagements with 
inviolable fidelity. 

The Athenians had now a happy opportunity for 
terminating the war, by a peace whicn would have 
been no less glorious to them than advantageous to 
all Greece. But Cleon, who had a great ascendant 
over the people, prevented so important a benefit. 
They, therefore, answered, by his advice, that those 
who were in the island should first surrender at dis¬ 
cretion; and afterwards be carried to Athens, on the 
condition of being sent back from it, as soon as the 
Lacedaemonians should have restored the cities which 
the Athenians had been forced to give up by the last 
treaty; and that these things being done, a firm and 
lasting peace should be concluded. The Lacedaemo¬ 
nians demanded that deputies should be appointed, 
and that the Athenians should engage to ratify what 


* For the masters, two Attic chtenices of flour, making 
about four pounds and a half, two cotyles, or half pints of 
wine, and a piece of meat; with half this quantity for the 
servants. 






PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


they should conclude. But Cleon exclaimed against 
this proposal, and 9 aid, it was plain they did not deal 
fairly, since they would not negotiate with the people, 
but with individuals, whom they might easily bribe; 
and that, if they had any thing to oiler, they should do 
it immediately. The Lacedmmonians, finding there 
was no possibility for them to treat with the people 
without advising with their allies, and that if -any 
thing were to be grunted by them to their prejudice 
they must be responsible for it, went away without 
concluding anything; fully persuaded that they must 
not expect equitable treatment from the Athenians, in 
the present*state of their affairs and disposition occa¬ 
sioned by their prosperity. 

As soon as they were returned to Pylus, the sus¬ 
pension ceased; but when the Lacedaemonians came 
to demand back their ships, the Athenians refused to 
give them up, upon pretence that the treaty had been 
infringed in some particulars of little consequence. 
The Lacedaemonians inveighed strongly against this 
refusal, as being a manifest perfidy; and immediately 
prepared for war with greater vigour and animosity 
than before. A haughty carriage in success, and want 
of faith in the observance of treaties, never fail, at 
last, to involve a people in great calamities. This will 
ear by the sequel. 

'he Athenians continued to keep a strict guard 
round the island, to prevent any provisions from be¬ 
ing brought into it, and hoped that they should soon 
be able to starve out the enemy. But the Lacedae¬ 
monians engaged the whole country in their interests 
by the views of gain, by affixing a high price upon 
provisions, and giving such slaves their freedom as 
should convey any into it. Provisions were therefore 
now brought (at the hazard of men’s lives) from all 
parts of Peloponnesus. There were even divers who 
swam from the coast to the island, opposite to the 
harbour, and drew after them goat-skins filled with 
pounded linseed, and poppy-seed mixed with honey. 

Those who were besieged in Pylus were reduced 
to almost the like extremities, being in want both of 
water and provisions. When advice was brought to 
Athens, that their countrymen, so far from reducing 
the enemy by famine, were themselves almost starved ; 
it was feared, that as it would not be possible for the 
fleet to subsist during the winter on a desert coast 
which belonged to the enemy, nor to lie at anchor in 
so dangerous a road, the island must by that means be 
less securely guarded, which would give the prisoners 
an opportunity of escaping. But the circumstance 
they cniefly dreaded was, lest the Lacedaemonians af¬ 
ter their countrymen were once extricated from their 
danger, should refuse to hearken to any conditions of 
peace; so that they now repented having refused it 
when offered them. 

Cleon saw plainly that these complaints would all 
fall upon him. He therefore began by asserting, that 
the report of the extreme want of provisions, to which 
the Athenians both within and without Pylus were 
said to be reduced, was absolutely false. He next 
exclaimed, in presence of the people, against the su¬ 
pineness and inactivity of the leaders who besieged 
the island, pretending, that were they to exert the 
least vigour and bravery, they might soon make 
themselves masters of it; and that had he the com¬ 
mand, he would soon take it. Upon this he was im¬ 
mediately appointed to command the expedition; Ni- 
cias, who was before elected, resigning voluntarily 
that honour to him, either through weakness, for he 
was naturally timid, or out of a political view, in or¬ 
der that the ill success, which it was generally be¬ 
lieved^ Cleon would meet with in this enterprise, might 
lose him the favour of the people. Cleon was great¬ 
ly surprised as well as embarrassed; for he did not 
expect that the Athenians would take him at his word, 
he being a finer talker than soldier, and much more 
able with his tongue than his sword. He for some 
time desired leave to waive the honour they offered 
him, for which he alleged several excuses; but find¬ 
ing that the more he declined the command the more 
they pressed him to accent it, he changed his note; 
and supplying his want of courage with rodomontade, 
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he declared before the whole assembly, with a firm 
and resolute air, that he would bring, in twenty days, 
those of the island prisoners, or lose his life. The 
whole assembly, on hearing these words, set up a 
laugh; for they knew the man. 

Cleon, however, contrary to the expectation of 
every body, made good his words. He and Demos¬ 
thenes (the other chief) landed in the island, attacked 
tile enemy with great vigour, drove them from post 
to post, and gaining ground perpetually, at last forced 
them to the extremity of the island. The Lacedaemo¬ 
nians had gained a fort that was thought inaccessible. 
There they drew up in battle-array, laced about to 
that side where alone they could be attacked, and de¬ 
fended themselves like so many lions. As the engage¬ 
ment had lasted the greatest part of the day, and the 
soldiers were oppressed with heat and weariness, and 
parched with thirst; the general of the Messenians, 
directing himself to Cleon and Demosthenes, said, 
that all their efforts would be to no purpose, unless 
they charged the enemy's rear; and promised, if they 
would give him but some troops armed with missive 
weapons, that he would by some means or other find 
a passage. Accordingly, he and his followers climbed 
up certain steep and craggy places which were not 
guarded, when coming down unperceived into the 
fort, he appeared on a sudden at the backs of the La¬ 
cedaemonians, wiiich entirely damped their courage, 
and afterwards completed their overthrow. They now 
made but a very feeble resistance: and being oppress¬ 
ed with numbers, attacked on all sides, ana dejected 
through fatigue and despair, they began to give way; 
but the Athenians seized on all the passes to cut off* 
their retreat. Cleon and Demosthenes, finding that 
should the battle continue not a man of them would 
escape, and being desirous of carrying them alive to 
Athens, they commanded their soldiers to desist; and 
caused proclamation to be made by a herald, for them 
to lay down their arms and surrender at discretion. 
At these words, the greatest part lowered their 
shields, and clapped their hands in token of appro¬ 
bation. A kind of suspension of arms was agreed 
upon; and their commander desired leave might be 
granted him to despatch a messenger to the camp, to 
know the resolution of the generals. This was not 
allowed, but they called heralds from the coast; and 
after several messages, a Lacedaemonian advanced 
forward, and crjed aloud that they were permitted to 
treat with the enemy, provided they did not submit 
to dishonourable terras. Upon this they held a con¬ 
ference; after which they surrendered at discretion, 
and were kept till the next day. The Athenians then 
raising a trophy, and restoring the Lacedaemonians 
their dead, embarked for their own country, after dis¬ 
tributing the prisoners among the several ships, and 
committing the guard of them to the captain of the 
galleys. 

In this battle 128 Lacedaemonians fell, out of 420, 
which was their number at first; so that there sur¬ 
vived not quite 300, 120 of vvhoni were Spartans, that 
is, inhabitants of the city of Sparta. The siege of 
the island (computing from the beginning of it, and 
including the time employed in the truce) had lasted 
threescore and twelve days. They all now left Py¬ 
lus; and Cleon’s promise, though so vain and rash, 
was found literally fulfilled. But the most surprising 
circumstance was, the capitulation that had been 
made; for it was believed that the Lacedaemonians, so 
far from surrendering their arms, would die sword in 
hand. 

Being come to Athens, it was decreed that they 
should remain prisoners till a peace was concluded, 
provided the Lacedaemonians did not make any incur¬ 
sions into their county, for that then they should all 
be put to death. They left a garrison in Pylus. The 
Messenians of Naupactus, who had formerly possess¬ 
ed it, sent thither the flower of their youth, who very 
much infested the Lacedaemonians by their incursions; 
and as these Messenians spoke the language of the 
country, they prevailed with a great number of slaves 
to join them. The Lacedaemonians dreading a great¬ 
er evil, sent several deputations to Athens, but to no 
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purpose; the Athenians be'rn^ too much elated with 
their prosperity, and especially their late success, to 
listen to any terms. 

In the seventh year of the Peloponnesian war, 1 
Artaxerxes sent to the Lacedaemonians an ambassa¬ 
dor named Artaphernes, with a letter written in the 
Assyrian language, in which he said, that be had 
received many embassies from them, but the purport 
of them all differed so widely, that he could not com¬ 
prehend what it was they requested: that in this un¬ 
certainty, he had thought proper to send a Persian to 
acquaint them, that if they had any proposal to make, 
they had only to send a person in whom they could 
confide, along with him, from whom he might be ex¬ 
actly' informed of what they desired. This ambassa- 

i Thucyd. 1. iv. p. 265, 2£G. • 


dor, arriving at Eion on the river Strymon in Thrace, 
was there taken prisoner, about the close of this year 
by one of the admirals of the Athenian fleet, who sent 
him to Athens. He was treated with the utmost ci¬ 
vility and respect; the Athenians being extremely 
desirous of recovering the favour of the king hi3 
master. 

The year following, as soon as the season would 
permit the Athenians to put to sea, they sent the 
ambassador back in one of their ships at the public 
expense; and appointed some of their citizens to wait 
upon him to the court of Persia, in quality of ambas¬ 
sadors. Upon landing at Ephesus, they were inform¬ 
ed that Artaxerxes was dead; whereupon the Athe¬ 
nian ambassadors, thinking it not advisahle to proceed 
farther after this news, took leave of Artaphernes, and 
returned to their own country. 
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BOOK VIII. 


CHAPTER I. 

THIS chapter contains the history of thirteen years 
of the Peloponnesian war, to the nineteenth inclu¬ 
sively. 

SECTION I.— THE VERY SHORT REIGNS OF XERX¬ 
ES n. AND SOGDIANUS. THEY ARE SUCCEEDED 
BY DARIUS NOTHUS. HE PUTS A STOP TO THE 
INSURRECTION OF EGYPT, AND THAT OF MEDIA. 
HE BESTOWS ON CYRUS, HIS YOUNGEST SON, THE 
SUPREME COMMAND OF ALL ASIA MINOR. 

Artaxerxes died about tbebe- 
A. M. 3579. ginning of the forty-ninth year of 
Ant. J. C. 425. his reign. 1 Xerxes, who succeeded 
him, was the only son which the 
queen his wife brought him: but he had seventeen 
others by his concubines, among whom was Sogdia- 
nus (who is called Secondianus by Ctesias,) Ochus, 
and Arsites. Sogdianus, in concert 
A. M. 3580. with Pharnacias, one of Xerxes’s 
Ant. J. C. 424. eunuchs came insidiously, one fes¬ 
tival day, to the new king, who, af¬ 
ter drinking too immoderately, was retired to his 
chamber, in order to give the fumes of the wine he 
had drunk time to evaporate; where he killed him 
without any difficulty, after he had reigned but forty- 
five days; and was declared king in his stead. 

He was scarce on the throne, when he put to death 
Bagorazus, the most faithful of all his father’s eu¬ 
nuchs. It was he who had been appointed to super¬ 
intend the funeral obsequies of Artaxerxes, and of 
the queen, Xerxes’s mother, who died the same day 
as her husband. After having deposited the two 
bodies in the mausoleum where the kings of Persia 
were interred, he found, at his return, Sogdianus on 
the throne, who did not receive him favourably, upon 
account of some difference with him during the life¬ 
time of his father. But the new king did not stop 


here: not long after he took an opportunity to quar¬ 
rel with him, on some trifling circumstance relating 
to the obsequies of his fathers, and caused him to be 
stoned. 

By these two murders, that of his brother Xerxes 
and of Bagorazus, he became the horror of the army 
and nobility, so that he did not think himself safe on 
a throne, to which he had forced his way by such 
enormous crimes. He suspected that his brothers 
harboured the like design; and Ochus, to whom his 
father had left the government of Ilyrcania, was the 
chief object of his suspicion. Accordingly' he sent 
for him, with the intention of getting him murdered 
as soon as he arrived. However, Ochu3, who saw 
through his design, delayed coming upon various 
pretences; which he continued till he advanced at the 
head of a strong army, which he openly declared he 
would employ to revenge the death of his brother 
Xerxes. This declaration brought over to him a 
great number of the nobility, and several governors 
of the provinces, who were justly dissatisfied at Sog" 
dianus’s cruelty and ill conduct. They put the tiara, 
which was the mark of regal dignity, on Ochus’s 
head, and proclaimed him king. Sogdianus, seeing 
himself abandoned in this manner, was as mean and 
cowardly in the slight defence he made to maintain 
his crown, as he had before been unjust and barbar¬ 
ous in usurping it. Contrary to the advice of his best 
friends, and the wisest of those who still adhered to 
him, he concluded a treaty with his brother, who, 
getting him into his hands, caused him to be thrown 
into ashes, where he died a cruel death. This was a 
kind of punishment peculiar to the Persians, and ex¬ 
ercised only on great criminals. 2 One of the largest 
towers was filled to a certain height with ashes. The 
criminal then was thrown headlong from the top of 
the tower into them; after which, the ashes were, by 
a wheel, turned perpetually round him till he was 
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suffocated. Thus this wicked prince lost his life and 
empire, which he enjoyed only six months and fifteen 
days. 

Ochus, by the death of Sogdia- 
A. M. 3581. nus, now saw himself possessed of 
Ant. J. C. 423. the empire. . As soon as he was 
well settled in it, he changed his 
name from Ochus to that of Darius. To distinguish 
him, historians add the epithet Ks0o$ t signifying bas¬ 
tard. He reigned nineteen years. 

Arsites, seeing in what manner Sogdianushad sup¬ 
planted Xerxes, and had himself been dethroned by 
Ochus, meditated to serve the latter in the same man¬ 
ner. Though he was his brother by the father’s as 
well as the mother’s side, he openly revolted against 
him, and was assisted in it by Artyphius, son ot Me- 
gabyzus. Ochus, whom hereafter we shall always call 
Darius, sent Artasyras, one of his generals, against 
Artyphius; and himself, at the head of another army, 
marched against Arsites. Artyphius, with the Gre¬ 
cian troops in his pay, twice defeated the general sent 
against him. But engaging a third time, the Greeks 
were corrupted, and he himself was beaten, and forced 
to surrender, upon his being flattered with hopes that 
a pardon would be granted him. The king would 
have had him put to death, but was diverted from 
that resolution by queen Parysatis, Darius’s sister and 
queen. She was also the daughter of Artaxerxes, but 
not by tjie same mother as Darius. She was an in¬ 
triguing, artful woman; and the king her husband 
was governed by her on most occasions. The counsel 
she now gave was perfidious to the last degree. She 
advised him to exercise his clemency towards Arty- 
phius, and show him kind usage, in order that his 
brother might hope, when he heard of his treating a 
rebellious servant with so much generosity, that he 
himself should meet at least with as mild treatment, 
and thereby be prompted to lay down his arms. She 
added, that when once he should have seized that 
prince, he might dispose of him and Artyphius as he 
pleased. Darius followed her counsel, which proved 
successful. Arsites being informed of the gentle usage 
which Artyphius met with, concluded that, as he was 
the king’s brother, he should consequently meet with 
still more indulgent treatment, and with this hope he 
concluded a treaty, and surrendered himself. Darius 
was very much inclined to save his life: but Parysa¬ 
tis, by inculcating to him, that it was necessary to 
punish this rebel in order to secure himself, at last 
prevailed with him to put his brother to death, and 
accordingly he was suffocated in ashes with Artyphi¬ 
us. llow'ever, Darius had a violent struggle with him¬ 
self before he could consent to this sacrifice, having a 
very tender affection for his brother. He afterwards 
put some other persons to death, which executions 
did not procure him the tranquillity he had expected 
from them; for his reign w : as afterwards disturbed 
with such violent commotions, that he enjoyed but 
little repose. 

One of the most dangerous was 
A. M. 3590. occasioned by the rebellion of Pi- 
Ant. J. C. 414. .snthnes, 1 who, being governor of 
Lydia, wanted to throw oft'his alle¬ 
giance to the Persian empire, and make himself king 
in his province. What flattered him with the hopes 
of succeeding in this attempt was, his having a con¬ 
siderable body of Grecian troops, which he had raised 
and enlisted in his service, under the command of Ly- 
con the Athenian. Darius sent Tissaphernes against 
this rebel, and gave him, with a considerable army, 
the commission of governor of Lydia, of which he was 
to dispossess I’isuthnes. Tissaphernes, who was an 
artful man, and capable of acting in all characters, 
found means of tampering with the Greeks under 
Pisuthnes; and by dint of presents and promises, 
brought over the troops with their general to his par¬ 
ty. Pisuthnes, who was too much weakened by this 
desertion to carry on his designs, surrendered, upon 
his being flattered with the hopes of obtaining his 
pardon; but the instant he was brought before the 
king, he was sentenced to be suffocated in ashes, and 
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met with the same fate as the rest of the rebels who 
had preceded him. But his death did not entirely' put 
an end to all trouble; for Amorges his son, 2 with the 
remainder of his army, still made head against Tissa¬ 
phernes; and for two years laid waste the maritime 
provinces of Asia Minor, till he at last was taken hy 
the Greeks of Peloponnesus, in Iasus, a city of Ionia, 
and delivered up by them to Tissaphernes, who put 
him to death. 

Darius was involved in fresh troubles by one of his 
eunuchs. 3 This kind of officers had, for many years, 
acquired considerable power in the court of Persia; 
and we shall find, by the sequel of this history, that 
they always governed absolutely in it. We may form 
an idea of their character, 4 and the danger to which 
they expose princes, by the picture which Diocletian, 
after he had resigned the empire, and reduced him¬ 
self to a private station of life, drew of freedmen, 
who had gained a like ascendant over the Roman em¬ 
perors. “Four or five persons,” says he, “who are 
closely united, and resolutely determined to impose 
on n prince, may do it very easily. They never show 
things to him but in such a light as they are sure will 
please. They conceal whatever would contribute to 
enlighten him:-and as the)'alone beset him continual¬ 
ly, he cannot be informed of any thing hut through 
their channel, and knows nothing but what they think 
fit to suggest to him. Hence it is, that he bestows 
employments on those whom he ought to exclude 
from them; and, on the other side, removes from of¬ 
fices such persons as are most worthy of filling them. 
In a word, the best prince is often sold by these men, 
though he be ever so vigilant, and in despite of his 
distrust and suspicion of them.” Quid niulta? Ut 
Diocletianus ipse dicebat, bonus, cautus, optimus ven- 
ditur imperator. 

In this manner was Darius’s court governed. Three 
eunuchs bad usurped all power in it; 5 an infallible 
mark that a government is bad, and the prince of lit¬ 
tle merit. But one of those three eunuchs, whose 
name was Artoxares, presided over and governed the 
rest. He had found Darius’s weak side, by which he 
insinuated himself into his confidence. He had stu¬ 
died all his passions, in order t6 indulge them, and 
govern his prince by their means. He plunged him 
continually in pleasures and amusements, to engross 
his whole authority to himself. In fine, under the 
name and protection of queen Parysatis, to whose will 
and pleasure he was the most devoted of slaves, he 
disposed of all the affairs of the empire, and nothing 
was transacted but by his orders. Intoxicated by the 
supreme authority \vhich the favour of his sovereign 
gave him, he resolved to make himself king, instead 
of being prime minister; and accordingly lormed a 
design to rid himself of Darius, and afterwards ascend 
the throne. However, his plot being discovered, he 
was seized and delivered up to Parysatis, who put 
him to a most ignominious and cruel death. 

But the greatest misfortune which happened to Da¬ 
rius during the w hole course of his reign, was the re¬ 
volt of the Egyptians. 6 This terrible blow fell out 
the same year with Pisuthnes’s rebellion. But Darius 
could not reduce Egypt as he had done that rebel. 
The Egyptians, 7 weary of the Persian government, 
flocked from all parts to Amyrteeus of Sais, who at 
last was come out of the fens, where he had defended 
himself since the suppression of the revolt of Inarus. 
The Persians w f ere driven out, and Amyrtaeus pro¬ 
claimed king of Egypt, w here he reigned six years. 

After having established himself securely on the 
throne, and entirely expelled the Persians out of 
Egypt, he prepared to pursue them as far as Phoeni¬ 
cia, and had already concerted measures with the 
Arabians to attack them in that country. News of 
this being brought the king of Persia, he recalled the 
fleet which he had promised the Lacedaemonians, to 
employ it in the defence of his own dominions. 


s Thucyd. I. viii. p. 551—5G8. 3 Ctes. c. lii. 
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Whilst Darius was carrying on the war in Egypt 
ancl Arabia, theMedes rebelled; however, they were 
defeated, and reduced to their allegiance by force of 
arms. To punish them for this revolt, their yoke (till 
then easy enough) was made heavier: a fate that re¬ 
bellious subjects always experience, when the govern¬ 
ment which they endeavoured to throw off gains the 
upper hand. 

Darius’s arms seems to have had the like success 
against the Egyptians. 1 Amyrtaeus dying after he 
had reigned six years (he probably was killed in a 
battle,) Herodotus observes, it was by the permission 
of the Persians that Pausiris his son succeeded him 
in the throne. To effect this, they must either have 
been masters of Egypt, or their party the strongest 
in that kingdom. 

After having crushed the rebels 
A. M. 3597. in Media, and restored the affairs 
Ant. J. C. 407. of Egypt to their former situation, 
Darius gave Cyrus, the youngest of 
his sons, the supreme command of all the provinces 
of Asia Minor; an important commission, by which 
he made all the provincial governors in that part of 
the empire dependent upon him. 

I thought it necessary to anticipate events, and 
draw together the facts which related to the kings of 
Persia; to prevent my being often obliged to inter¬ 
rupt the history of the Greeks, to which I now re¬ 
turn. 

SECTION II.— THE ATHENIANS MAKE THEM¬ 
SELVES MASTERS OF THE ISLAND OF CYTHERA. 
EXPEDITIONS OF ERASTDAS INTO THRACE. HE 
TAKES AMPH1POLIS. THUCYDIDES THE HISTO¬ 
RIAN IS BANISHED. A BATTLE IS FOUGHT NEAR 
DELIUM, WHERE THE ATHENIANS ARE DEFEAT¬ 
ED. 

The eighth year of the War. 

The three or four campaigns which followed the 
reduction of the small island of Sphacteria, were dis¬ 
tinguished by very few considerable events. 

The Athenians under Nicias took 
A. M. 35S0. the island of Cvthcra, 2 situated on 
Ant. J. C. 424. the coast of Lacedamionia, near 
cape Malea, and from thence they 
infested the whole country. 

Brasidas, on the other side, marched towards 
Thrace. 3 The Lacedaemonians were induced by more 
than one motive to undertake this expedition; imagi¬ 
ning they should oblige the Athenians, who had fall¬ 
en upon them in their country, to divide their forces. 
The inhabitants of it invited them thither, and offered 
to pay the army. In fine, they were extremely glad 
to embrace that opportunity to rid themselves of the 
Helots, whom they expected to rise in rebellion, 
since the taking of Pylus. They had already made 
away with 2000 of them in a most horrid manner. 
Upon the specious pretence of rewarding merit even 
in slaves, but in reality to get rid of a body of men 
whose courage they dreaded, they caused proclama- 
tiou to be made, that such of the Helots as had done 
the greatest service to the state in the last campaign, 
should enter their names in the public registers, in 
order to their being made free. Accordingly 2000 
gave in their names. They were carried in proces¬ 
sion through the temples, with chaplets of flowers on 
their heads, as if they were really to be set at liberty. 
After this ceremony they all disappeared, and were 
never heard of more. We have here an instance, in 
what manner a suspicious policy and power, when 
filled with jealousy and distrust, excite men to the 
blackest crimes, without scrupling to make even reli¬ 
gion itself, and the authority of the gods, subservient 
to their dark designs. 

They therefore sent 700 Helots with Brasidas, 
whom they had appointed to head this enterprise, 
This general brought over several cities, either by 
force or secret understanding, and still more by his 
wisdom and moderation. The chief of these were 
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Acanthus and Stagyra, which were two colonies from 
Andros. He also marched afterwards towards Am 
phipolis, 4 an Athenian colony on the river Strymon. 
The inhabitants immediately despatched a message to 
Thucydides 5 the Athenian general, who was then in 
Thasus, a little island of the iEgean sea, half a day’s 
journey from Amphipolis. He instantly set sail with 
seven ships that were near him, to secure the place 
before Brasidas could seize it; or, at worst, to get in¬ 
to Eion, which lay very near Amphipolis. Brasidas, 
who was afraid of Thucydides, from his great influ¬ 
ence in all that country, where he was possessed of 
some gold mines, made all the despatch imaginable, 
to get thither before him; and offered such advanta¬ 
geous conditions to the besieged, who did not expect 
succours so soon, that they surrendered. Thucydides 
arrived the same evening at Eion; and had he failed 
to come that day, Brasidas would have taken posses¬ 
sion of it the next morning by day-break. Although 
Thucydides had made all imaginable despatch, the 
Athenians however, charged him with being the cause 
of the taking of Amphipolis, and accordingly banish¬ 
ed him. 

The Athenians were greatly afflicted at the loss of 
that city, as well because they drew great revenue 
from it, and timber to build their ships, as because it 
was a door for entering Thrace. They were afraid 
that all their allies in that neighbourhood would re¬ 
volt; especially as Brasidas discovered great mode¬ 
ration and justice, and continually gave out that he 
came with no other view than to free the country. 
He declared to the several nations, that at his leaving 
Sparta, he had taken an oath, in presence of the ma¬ 
gistrates, to leave to all those the enjoyment of their 
liberties, who would conclude an alliance with him; 
and that he ought to be considered as the most aban¬ 
doned of men, should he employ oaths to ensnare their 
credulity. “For,” in his opinion, “a fraud cloaked 
with a specious pretence, reflects infinitely greater 
dishonour on persons in high stations, than open vio¬ 
lence; because the latter is the effect of the power 
which fortune has put into our hands ; and the former 
is founded wholly on perfidy, which is the pest of so¬ 
ciety. Now I,” said he, “should do a great disservice 
to ray country, besides dishonouring it eternally, if, 
by procuring it some slight advantages, I should ruin 
tne reputation it enjoys of being just and faithful to 
its promises; which renders it much more powerful 
than all its forces united together, because this ac¬ 
quires it the esteem and confidence of other states.” 
Upon such noble and equitable principles as these 
Brasidas always regulated nis conduct: believing, that 
the strongest bulwark of a state is justice, moderation, 
integrity, and the firm persuasion which their neigh¬ 
bours and allies entertain, that they are incapable of 
harbouring a design to usurp their dominions, or 
deprive them of iheir liberty. By this conduct he 
brought over a great number of the enemy’s allies. 

The Athenians, 6 under the command of Demos¬ 
thenes and Hippocrates, had entered Bceotia, expect¬ 
ing that several cities would join them the moment 
they should appear. The Thebans marched out to 
meet them near Delium. A considerable engagement 
ensued, in which the Athenians were defeated and put 
to flight. Socrates was in this battleand Laches, 
who accompanied that great man in it, gives the fol¬ 
lowing testimony of him in Plato; that had the rest 
of the army behaved as gallantly as Socrates, the 
Athenians would not have sustained that loss before 
Delium. He was borne away by the crowds who fled, 
and was on foot: Alcibiades, who was on horseback, 
when he saw him, rode up to him, and did not stir 
from him, but defended him with the utmost bravery 
from the enemy who were pursuing him. 

After the battle, the victors besieged the city. 
Among other engines employed by them to batter it, 
they used one of a very extraordinary kind. This wa 3 
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a long piece of timber cut into two parts, and after¬ 
wards made hollow and joined again, so that its shape 
resembled very much that of a flute. At one of the 
ends was fixed a long iron tube, to which a caldron 
was hung; so that by blowing a large pair of bellows 
at the other end of the piece of timber, the wind be¬ 
ing carried from thence into the tube, lighted a great 
fire, with pitch and brimstone, that lay in the caldron. 
This engine being carried on carts as far a9 the ram¬ 
part, to that part where it was lined w ith stakes and 
fascines, threw out so great a flame, that the rampart 
being immediately abandoned, and the palisades burn¬ 
ed, the city was easily taken. 

SECTION III.— A TWELVE-MONTHS’ TRUCE IS 
AGREED UPON BETWEEN THE TWO STATES. 
DEATH OF CLEON AND BRASIDAS. A TREATY OF 
PEACE FOR FIFTY YEARS CONCLUDED BETWEEN 
THE ATHENIANS AND LACEDEMONIANS. 

Ninth, tenth , and eleventh years of the TFar. 

The losses and advantages on 
A. M. 3531. both sides had hitherto been pretty 
Ant. J. C. 423. equal; 1 and the two nations began 
to grow w eary of a war, which put 
them to great expense, and did not proenre them any 
real advantage. A truce for a year was therefore con¬ 
cluded between the Athenians and Lacedcemonians. 
The former resolved on it, in order to check the pro¬ 
gress of Brasidas’s conquests; to secure their cities 
and fortresses; and afterwards to conclude a general 
peace, in case they judged it would be of advantage 
to them. The latter were induced to it, in order 
that, by the sweets of repose, peace might become de¬ 
sirable to their enemy; and to get out of their hands 
such of their citizens as the Athenians had taken pris¬ 
oners in the island of Sphacteria; and which they 
could never expect to do, if Brasidas extended his 
conquests farther. The news of this accommodation 
sensibly afflicted Brasidas, as it stopped him in the 
midst of his career, and disconcerted all his projects. 
He could not even prevail with himself to abandon 
the city of Scione, which he had taken two days after 
the truce, but without knowing that it had been con¬ 
cluded. He went still farther; and did not scruple 
to take Mende, a little city not far from Scione, that 
surrendered to him as the former had done, which was 
a direct violation of the treaty: but Brasidas pre¬ 
tended he had other infractions to object to the Athe¬ 
nians. 

It will naturally be supposed that the latter did not 
patiently endure this conduct of Brasidas. Cleon, in 
all jmblic assemblies, was for ever inflaming the 
minds of the Athenians, and blowing up the fire of 
war. His great success in the expedition against 
Sphacteria had infinitely raised his credit with the 
people: 2 he now was grown insupportably proud, 
and his audaciousness was not to be restrained. He 
had a vehement, impetuous, and furious kind of elo¬ 
quence, which prevailed over the minds of his audi¬ 
tors, not so much by the strength of his arguments, 
as by the boldness and fire of his style and declama¬ 
tion. It was Cleon who first set the example of bawl¬ 
ing in assemblies, where the greatest decorum and 
moderation had till then been observed; of throwing 
his robe behind him, to give him the more liberty to 
display his arms; of striking his thigh; and of run¬ 
ning up and down the hustings while he was making 
his speed). In a word he first introduced among the 
orators, and all those who interfered in the affairs of 
state, an ungovernable licentiousness, and a contempt 
of decency; a licentiousness and contempt, which 
soon introduced terrible irregularities and confusion 
in public affairs. 

Thus two men, 3 each on his own side, opposed the 
tranquillity of Greece, and raised, but in a very differ¬ 
ent way, an invincible obstacle to its peace. These 
were Cleon and Brasidas; the former, because the war 
screened his vices and malversations: and the latter, 
because it added new lustre to h '13 virtue. And, in¬ 
deed, it gave Cleon an opportunity of committing en¬ 
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ormous oppressions, and Brasidas of performing great 
and noble actions. But their death, which happened 
about the same time, made way foi a new accommo¬ 
dation. 

The Athenians had appointed 
Cleon to command the troops which A. M. 3582. 
were to oppose Brasidas, 4 and re- Ant. J. C. 422. 
duce those cities that had revolted 
from their allegiance. They were solicitous for none 
so much as Amphipolis; and Brasidas threw himself 
into that city, in order to defend it, Cleon had writ¬ 
ten to Perdiccas, king of Macedonia, and to the king 
of the Odomantes, to furnish him with as many troops 
as possible: and with the utmost expedition. He 
waited for them, and had resolved not to march im¬ 
mediately towards the enemy: but finding his sol¬ 
diers, who had followed him involuntarily and with 
regret, grow weary of continuing so long inactive, 
and begin to compare his cowardice and inexperience 
with the ability and valour of Brasidas, he could no 
longer bear their contempt and murmurs; and imagi¬ 
ning himself a great captain by his capture of Sphac¬ 
teria, he now fancied the same good fortune would 
attend him at Amphipolis. He therefore approached 
it, merely, as he said, to take a view of the place, and 
till such time as all his forces should be come up; not 
that he thought he wanted them foi* carrying that 
city, or that he entertained any doubt of h)s success 
(for he was persuaded that no one would dare to op¬ 
pose him,) but only to enable him to invest the place 
on all sides, and afterwards to take it by storm. Ac¬ 
cordingly he encamped before Amphipolis; viewing 
very leisurely its situation, and, fondly supposing that 
it would be in his power to retire whenever he 
pleased, without drawing the sword 1 for not a man 
came out or appeared on the walls, and all the gates 
of the city were kept shut; so that Cleon began to re¬ 
pent his not having brought the engines, imagining 
that he wanted only these to make himself master oh 
the city. Brasidas, who was perfectly well acquainted 
with Cleon’s disposition and character, studiously 
affected an air of fear and reserve, as a bait to his te¬ 
merity, and • to increase the good opinion he had of 
himself: besides, he knew that Cleon had brought 
with him the flower of the Athenian forces, and the 
choicest troops of Lemnos and of Imbrus. Accord¬ 
ingly Cleon, despising an enemy that did not dare to 
appear before him, but shut himself up in a cowardly 
manner in the city, went boldly from place to place, 
without precaution or observing any discipline among 
his soldiers. Brasidas, whose intention was to attack 
him on a sudden before all his forces should be come 
up, thought this the critical juncture. He had con¬ 
certed proper measures, and given the orders neces¬ 
sary. Accordingly, he made a sudden sally on the 
Athenians, whicn surprised and disconcerted them 
exceedingly. Immediately the left wing drew off from 
the main body and fled. Brasidas then turned the 
whole force of his arms against the right wing, which 
gave him a warm reception. Here he was wounded 
and disabled, upon which his soldiers carried him off, 
unperceived by the Athenians. A3 for Cleon, not 
having resolved to fight, he fled, and was killed by a 
soldier who happened to meet him. The troops he 
commanded defended themselves for some time, and 
sustained two or three attacks without giving ground, 
but at last they were universally broken and routed. 
Brasidas was then carried into the city, where he sur¬ 
vived his victory but a few moments. 

The whole army being returned from the pursuit, 
stripped the dead, and afterwards set up a trophy. 
After which all the allies under arms solemnized the 
funeral obsequies of Brasidas in a public manner; and 
the inhabitants of Amphipolis celebrated funeral ho¬ 
nours every year to his memory, as to a hero, with 
games, combats, and sacrifices. They considered him 
as their founder: and to secure this title the better to 
him, they demolished all the monuments of him who 
had really been so; 6 in order tnat they might not ap¬ 
pear to owe their establishment to an Athenian, and 
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at the same time make their court to the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians, on whom they depended wholly for their secu¬ 
rity. The Athenians, after having carried off, with 
the consent of the victors, their dead, returned to 
Athens, during which the Lacedaemonians settled the 
affairs of Amphipolis. 

A saying is ascribed to the mother of Brasidas, 1 
which strongly marks the Spartan character. As some 
persons were applauding in her presence the fine qual¬ 
ities and exalted actions of her son, and declaring him 
superior to all other generals: You are mistaken , 
says she: my son was a valiant man , but Sparta has 
many citizens braver than he. A mother’s generosi¬ 
ty, in thus preferring the glorj of the state to that of 
her son, was admired, and did not go unrewarded; 
for the Ephori paid her public honours. 

After this last engagement, 2 * in which the two per¬ 
sons who were the greatest obstacles to peace lost 
their lives, both nations seemed more inclined to an 
accommodation, and the war was suspended in a 
manner on both sides. The Athenians, since the 
loss of the battles of Delium and Amphipolis, which 
had very much brought down their haughtiness, were 
undeceived with regard to the high opinion they had 
hitherto entertained of their own strength, that had 
made them refuse the advantageous offers of their en¬ 
emies. Besides, they were apprehensive of the re¬ 
volt of their allies, who, being discouraged by their 
losses, might thereby be induced to abandon them, as 
several had already done. These reflections made 
them strongly repent their not having concluded a 
treaty, after the advantages they had gained at Pylus. 
The Lacedaemonians, on the other side, no longer 
flattered themselves with the hopes of being able to 
ruin the Athenians by laying waste their country; and 
were besides dejected ana terrified by their loss in 
the island, the greatest they had hitherto ever sus¬ 
tained. They also considered that their country was 
ravaged by the garrison of Pylus and Cythera; that 
their slaves deserted; that they had reason to dread 
a more considerable revolt; and that as the truce 
they had concluded with the inhabitants of Argos was 
near expiring, they had reason to be apprehensive of 
being abandoned by some of their allies of Pelopon¬ 
nesus, as in fact they were. These several motives, 
enforced by the desire they had of recovering their 
prisoners, the greatest part of whom were the most 
considerable citizens of Sparta, made them desire a 
peace. 

Those who were most solicitous for having it con¬ 
cluded, and whose interest it was chiefly to wish it, 
were the chiefs of the two states, viz. Plistonax, king 
of Lacedaemonia, and Nicias, general of the Athe¬ 
nians. The former was lately returned from banish¬ 
ment, to which he had been sentenced on account of 
bis being suspected to have received a bribe, in order 
to draw off his troops from the Athenian territories; 
and to this precipitate retreat were ascribed several 
misfortunes which followed after it. He also was 
charged with having corrupted by gifts the priestess 
of Delphi, who had commanded the Spartans, in the 
name of the god, to recall him from his exile. Plisto¬ 
nax was therefore desirous of peace, in order to put 
an end to these reproaches, which, on account of the 
perpetual calamities of the war, were daily revived. 
As for Nicias, the most fortunate general of his age, 
he was afraid lest some unhappy accident should sul¬ 
ly his glory; and he wished to enjoy the fruits of 
eace in ease and tranquillity, and to ensure the same 
appiness to his country. 

Both states began by agreeing to a suspension of 
arms for twelve months, 3 during which, being every 
day together, and tasting the sweets of security and 
repose, and the pleasure of corresponding with their 
friends and with foreigners, they grew passionately 
desirous of leading an easy, undisturbed life, remote 
from the alarms of war and the horrors of blood and 
slaughter. Thej' heard with the utmost demonstra¬ 
tions of joy the choruses of their tragedies sing, 
“May spiders henceforward weave their cobwebs on 
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our lances and shields!” And they remembered with 
pleasure him who said, “ Those who sleep in the arms 
of peace, do not start from them at the sound of the 
trumpet; and nothing interrupts their slumbers but 
the peaceful crowing of the cock.” 

The whole winter was spent in conferences and 
interviews, in which each party proposed their claims 
and pretensions.* At last, a peace 
was concluded and ratified for fifty A. M. 3583. 
years; one of the chief articles of Ant. J. C. 421 
which was, that they should reci¬ 
procally restore the prisoners on each side. This 
treaty was concluded ten years and some days from 
the first, declaration of the war. The Boeotians and 
Corinthians were exceedingly disgusted at it, and for 
that reason used their utmost endeavours to excite 
fresh troubles. But JNTIcias persuaded the Athenians 
and Lacedgemonians to give the last hand to this 
peace, 5 by concluding an alliance offensive and de¬ 
fensive, which would render them more formidable to 
those who should desire to break with them, and 
more assured with regard to each other. The Athe¬ 
nians in consequence of this treaty, at last restored 
the prisoners they had taken in the island of Sphac- 
teria. 

SECTION IV.— ALCIBIADES BEGINS TO APPEAR IN 

PUBLIC. HIS CHARACTER. HE OPPOSES NICIAS 

IN EVERT THING, AND BREAKS THE TREATY HE 

HAD CONCLUDED. THE BANISHMENT OF HYPER- 

BOLUS PUTS AN END TO THE OSTRACISM. 

Twelfth year of the War. 

AlcibiADES now began to advance himself in the 
state, 6 and appear in the public assemblies. Socrates 
had attached himself to him for many years, and 
adorned his mind with a great variety of the noblest 
erudition. 

The strict intimacy between Alcihiades and Socra¬ 
tes is one of the most remarkable circumstances in 
his life. This philosopher observing excellent natural 
qualities in him, which were greatly heightened by 
the beauty of his person, bestowed incredible pains in 
cultivating so valuable a plant, lest, being neglected, 
it should wither as it grew, and absolutely degenerate. 
And, indeed, Alribiades was exposed to numberless 
dangers; the nobility of his birth, his vast riches, the 
authority of his family, the influence of his guardians, 
his personal talents, his exquisite beauty, and, still 
more than these, the flattery and complaisance of nil 
who approached him. One would have concluded, 
says Plutarch, that fortune had surrounded and in¬ 
vested him with all these pretended advantages, as 
with so many ramparts and bulwarks, to render him 
inaccessible and invulnerable to all the darts of phi¬ 
losophy; those salutary darts which strike to the very 
heart, and leave in it the strongest enticements to 
virtue and solid glory. But those very obstacles re¬ 
doubled the zeal of Socrates. 

Notwithstanding the endeavours that were used to 
divert this young Athenian from an intercourse which 
alone was capable of securing him from so many 
snares, he devoted himself entirely to it. As he had 
abundance of wit, he was fully sensible of Socrates’s 
merit, and could not resist the charms of his sweet 
and insinuating eloquence, which at that time had a 
greater ascendant over him than the allurements of 
pleasure. He was so zealous a disciple of that great 
master, that he followed him wherever he went, took 
the utmost delight in his conversation, was extremely 
well pleased with his principles, received his instruc¬ 
tions and even his reprimands with wonderful docili¬ 
ty, and would be so moved with his discourses, as 
even to shed tears and abhor himself; so weighty was 
the force of truth in the mouth of Socrates, and in so 
glaring a light did he expose the hideousness and de¬ 
formity of the vices to which Alcibiades abandoned 
himself. 

Alcibiades, in those moments when he listened to 
Socrates, differed so much from himsejf, that he ap 
peared quite another man. However, his headstrong 
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fiery temper, and his natural fondness for pleasure, 
which was heightened and inflamed by the conversa¬ 
tion of young people, soon plunged him into his for¬ 
mer irregularities, and tore him, as it were, from his 
master; who was obliged to run after him as after a 
run-away slave. This vicissitude of flights and re¬ 
turns, of virtuous resolutions and relapses into vice, 
continued a long time; but still Socrates was not dis¬ 
heartened by his levity, and always flattered himself 
with the hope of bringing him back to his duty. And 
hence certainly arose the strong mixture of good 
and evil that always appeared in his conduct; the in¬ 
structions which his master had given him sometimes 
prevailing; and at other times the impetuosity of his 
passions hurrying him, in a manner against his own 
will, into actions of a quite opposite nature. 

This intimacy, which continued as long as they 
lived, did not pass uncensured. But some persons * 1 of 
great learning pretend, that these censures and suspi¬ 
cions, when duly examined, quite disappear; and that 
they ought to be considered as the effect of the malice 
of the enemies of both. Plato, in one of his dialogues, 
gives us a conversation between Socrates and Alcibi- 
ades, well calculated to display the genius and char¬ 
acter of the latter, who henceforward will have a very 
great share, and play a conspicuous part in the affairs 
of the republic of Athens. I shall make a very short 
extract from it in this place, which I hope will not 
displease my readers. 

In this dialogue Socrates is introduced conversing 
with Alcibiades, 2 who at that time was under the 
guardianship of Pericles. He was then very young, 
and had been educated like the rest of the Athenians; 
that is, be had been taught polite literature, and to 
play on instruments, and had practised wrestling and 
other bodily exercises. It does not appear that Peri¬ 
cles had hitherto taken much pains in Alcibiades’s 
education (a fault too common m the greatest men,) 
since he had put him under the tuition of Zopyrus, a 
Thracian, a man far advanced in years, and who, of 
all Pericles’s slaves, both from his turn of mind and 
age, svas the least qualified to educate this young 
Athenian. And indeed Socrates told Alcibiades, that 
should he compare him with the youths of Lacedae- 
monia, who displayed a spirit of valour, a greatness 
of soul, a strong desire of glory, a love of labour, at¬ 
tended with gentleness, modesty, temperance, and a 
perfect obedience to the laws and discipline of Spar¬ 
ta, he would seem a mere child to them. Neverthe¬ 
less, his high birth, his riches, the great families he 
was related to, and the authority of his guardian,—all 
these things had conspired to make him exceedingly 
vain and haughty. He was full of esteem for him¬ 
self, and of contempt for all others. He was prepa¬ 
ring to enter upon the administration of public affairs, 
and, from his conversation, it might be presumed, 
that he promised himself no less than to eclipse en¬ 
tirely the glory of Pericles, and to attack the king of 
Persia even upon his throne. Socrates seeing him 
going to mount the tribunal, in order to give the peo¬ 
ple some advice relating to the public affairs, demon¬ 
strates to him, by various questions, and by Alcibia¬ 
des’s answers, that he is quite ignorant of the affairs 
about which lie is going to speak, as he had never 
studied them himself, nor been informed in them by 
others. After'making Alcibiades himself confess this, 
he paints, in the strongest colours, the absurdity of 
his condqct, and makes him fully sensible of it.— 
What, says Socrates, would Aniestris (the mother of 
Artaxerxes, who then reigned in Persia) say, were 
she to hear, that there is a man now in Athens who 
is meditating war against her son, and evens intends 
to dethrone him? She doubtless would suppose him 
to be some veteran general, a man of intrepid cour¬ 
age, of great wisdom, and consummate experience; 
that he is able to raise a mighty army, and march it 
wherever he pleases; and at the same time, that he 
has long before taken the proper measures for putting 
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so vast a design in execution. But were she to hear 
that this is by no means the case, and that the person 
in question is not twenty years old; that he is utterly 
ignorant of public aflairs; has not the least know¬ 
ledge of war, nor any authority among the citizens, 
or influence over the allies; would it be possible for 
her to refrain from laughing at the folly and extrava¬ 
gance of such an enterprise? This nevertheless, says 
Socrates, (directing himself to Alcibiades,) is your 
picture; and unhappily resembles most of those who 
thrust themselves into the public employments. So¬ 
crates, however, excepts Pericles on this occasion; 
his solid merit and exalted reputation being acquired 
by his close study, during a long course of years, of 
every thing capable of forming his mind, and of qual¬ 
ifying him for public employments. Alcibiades could 
not deny that this was his case; he was ashamed of 
his conduct, and blushing to see himself so void of 
merit, he asks how he must act in order to attain it. 
Socrates being unwilling to discourage his pupil, tells 
him, that as he is so young, these evils might be reme¬ 
died, and afterwards continually gave him the wisest 
counsels. He had full leisure to profit by them; as 
upwards of twenty years passed between this conver¬ 
sation and his engaging in public affairs. 

Alcibiades was of a pliant and flexible disposition, 
that would take any impression which the difference 
of times and circumstances might require, still veer¬ 
ing either to good or evil with the same facility and 
ardour; and shifting almost in an instant from one ex¬ 
treme to its opposite; so that the people applied to 
him what Homer observes of the land of Egypt, 7'hat 
it produces a great number of very excellent medici- 
7 ial drugs , and at the same time as many poisons. It 
might be said of Alcibiades, 3 that he was not one sin¬ 
gle man,but (if so bold an expression might be used) a 
compound ofseveral men; either serious or gay; aus¬ 
tere or affable; an imperious master, or a grovelling 
slave; a friend to virtue and the virtuous, or aban¬ 
doned to vice and vicious men; capable of supporting 
the most painful fatigues and toils, or insatiably desi¬ 
rous of voluptuous delights. 

His irregularities and dissolute conduct were be¬ 
come the talk of the whole city ;* and Alcibiades would 
very willingly have put a stop to thes'e reports, but 
without changing his course of life, as appears from a 
saying of his. He had a very handsome dog, of an 
uncommon size, which had cost him threescore and 
ten minae, 5 or 3500 French livres. By this we find 
that a fondness for dogs is of great antiquity. Alci¬ 
biades caused his tail, which was the greatest beauty 
he had about him, to be cut off. His friends censured 
him very much on that account, and said that the 
whole city blamed him very much for spoiling the 
beauty of so handsome a creature. 7'his is the very 
thing I want , replied Alcibiades with a smile: 1 
would have the Athenians converse about what I have 
done to my dog that they may not entertain themselves 
with saying worse things of me. 

Among the various passions that were discovered 
in him, 6 the strongest and most prevailing was a 
haughty turn of mind, which would force all things 
to submit to it, and could not bear a superior or even 
an equal. Although his birth and uncommon talents 
smoothed the way to his attaining the highest em¬ 
ployments in the republic, there was nothing however 
to which he was so fond of owing the influence and 
authority he wanted to gain over the people, as to 
the force of his eloquence, and the persuasive graces 
of his orations. To this his intimacy with Socrates 
might have greatly conduced. 

Alcibiades,7 with the disposition 
we have here described, was not A. M. 3584. 
born for repose, and had set every Ant. J. C. 420. 
engine at work to thwart the treaty 
lately concluded between the two states; but notsuc- 
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ceeding in his attempt, he endeavoured to prevent its 
taking effect. He was disgusted at the Lacedcemoni- 
ans, because they directed themselves only to Nicias, 
of whom they had a very high opinion; and on the 
contrary seemed to take no manner of notice of him, 
though the rights of hospitality had subsisted between 
his ancestors and them. 

The first thing he did to infringe the peace was 
this. Having been informed that the people of Argos 
only wanted an opportunity to break with the Spar¬ 
tans, whom they'equally hated and feared, he flatter¬ 
ed them secretly with the hopes that the Athenians 
would suceour them, by suggesting to them that they 
were ready to break a peace which was no way ad¬ 
vantageous to them. 

Ana indeed the Lacedaemonians were not very 
careful to observe the several conditions of it reli¬ 
giously, having concluded an alliance with the Boeo¬ 
tians, in direct opposition to the design and tenor 
of the treaty; ana having surrendered up the fort of 
Panactus to the Athenians, not fortified, and in the 
condition it was in at the concluding of the treaty, as 
they had stipulated to do, but quite dismantled. Al- 
cibiades observing the Athenians to be extremely ex¬ 
asperated at, this breach of faith, did his utmost to 
increase their disgust; and taking this opportunity to 
embarrass Nicias, he made him odious to the people, 
by causing them to entertain a suspicion of his being 
too strongly attached to the Lacedaemonians; and by 
charging him with crimes which were not altogether 
improbable, though they were absolutely false. 

This new attack quite disconcerted Nicias; but 
happily for him, there arrived, at that very instant, 
ambassadors from Lacedaemonia, who were invested 
with full powers to put an end to all the disputes. 
Being introduced into the councilor senate, they set 
forth their complaints, and made their demands, which 
every one of the members thought very just and rea¬ 
sonable. The people were to give them audience the 
next day. Alcibiades, who was afraid they would 
succeed with them, used his utmost endeavours to 
engage the ambassadors in a conference with him. He 
represented to them, that the council always behaved 
with the utmost moderation and humanity towards 
those who addressed them, but that the people were 
haughty and extravagant in their pretensions; that 
should the ambassadors mention full powers, the peo¬ 
ple would not fail to take advantage of this circum¬ 
stance, and oblige them to agree to whatever they 
should take it into their heads to ask. He concluded 
with assuring them, that he would assist them with 
all his credit, in order to get Pylus restored to them; 
to prevent the alliance with the people of Argos, and 
to get that with them renewed: and he confirmed all 
these promises with an oath. The ambassadors were 
extremely well pleased with this conference, and 
greatly admired the profound policy and vast abilities 
of Alcibiades, whom they looked upon as an extraor¬ 
dinary man; and, indeed, they were not mistaken in 
their conjecture. 

On the morrow, the people being assembled, the 
ambassadors were introduced. Alcibiades asked them, 
in the mildest terms, the subject of their embassy, and 
the purport of the powers with which they were in¬ 
vested. They immediately answered, that they were 
come to propose an accommodation, but were not em¬ 
powered to conclude any thing. These words were 
no sooner spoken, than Alcibiades exclaims against 
them; declares them to be treacherous knaves; calls 
upon the council as witness to the speech they had 
made the night before; and desires the people not to 
believe or hear men who so impudently advanced 
falsehoods, and spoke and prevaricated so unaccount¬ 
ably, as to say one thing one day, and the very re¬ 
verse on the next. 

Words could never express the surprise and con¬ 
fusion with which the ambassadors were seized, who, 
gazing at one another, could not believe either their 
eyes or ears. Nicias, who did not know the treache¬ 
rous stratagem of Alcibiades, could not conceive the 
motive of this change, and tortured his brain to no 
purpose to find out the reason of it. The people were 
at that moment going to send for the ambassadors of 


Argos, in order to conclude the league with them; 
when a great earthquake came to the assistance of 
Nicias, and broke up the assembly. It was with the 
utmost difficulty he prevailed so far in that which wa9 
held next day, as to have a stop put to the proceed¬ 
ings, till such time as ambassadors should be sent to 
Lacedaemon. Nicias was appointed to head them, but 
returned without having done the least good. The 
Athenians then repented very much their having de¬ 
livered up, at his persuasion, the prisoners they had 
taken in the island, and who were related to the great¬ 
est families in Sparta. However, though the people 
were highly exasperated at Nicias, they did not pro¬ 
ceed to any excesses against him, but only appointed 
Alcibiades their general; made a league with the in¬ 
habitants of Mantinea and Elis, who had quitted the 
party of the Lacedaemonians, in which tne Argives 
were included, and sent troops to Pylus, to lay waste 
Laconia. In this manner they again involved them¬ 
selves in the war which they were so lately desirous 
of avoiding. 

Plutarch, 1 after relating the intrigue of Alcibiades, 
adds: “No one can approve the methods he employed 
to succeed in his design; however, it was a master¬ 
stroke to disunite and shake almost every part of Pe¬ 
loponnesus in this manner, and raise up, in one day, 
so many enemies against the Lacedaemonians.” In 
my opinion, this is too mild a censure of so knavish 
and perfidious an action, which how successful soever 
it might have been, was, notwithstanding, horrid in 
itself, and of a nature never to be sufficiently detested. 

There was in Athens a citizen, 2 named Hyperbolus, 
a very wicked man, whom the comic poets generally 
made the object of their raillery and invectives. He 
was hardened in evil, and become insensible to infa¬ 
my, by renouncing all sentiments of honour, which 
could only be the effect of a soul abandoned entirely 
to vice. Hyperbolus was not agreeable to any one; 
and yet the people made use of him to humble those 
in high stations, and involve them in difficulties. 
Two citizens, Nicias and Alcibiades, engrossed at that 
time all the authority in Athens. The dissolute life 
of the latter shocked the Athenians, who besides, 
dreaded his audacity and haughtiness. On the other 
side, Nicias, by always opposing, without the least 
reserve, their unjust desires, and by obliging them to 
take the most useful measures, was become very odi¬ 
ous to them. It might be expected, that as the peo¬ 
ple were thus alienated from both, they could not fail 
to put the ostracism in force against one of them. 
Of the two parties which prevailed at that time in the 
city, one, which consisted of the young men who were 
eager for war, the other of the old men who were de¬ 
sirous of peace; the former endeavoured to procure 
the banishment of Nicias, and the latter of Alcibi¬ 
ades. Hyperbolus, whose only merit was his impu¬ 
dence, in hopes of succeeding, whichsoever of them 
should be removed, declared openly against them, 
and was eternally exasperating the people against 
both. However, the two factions uniting, he himself 
was banished, and by that put an end to the ostra¬ 
cism, which seemed to have been demeaned, in being 
employed against a man of so base a character; for 
hitherto there was a kind of honour and dignity an¬ 
nexed to this punishment. Hyperbolus was therefore 
the last who was sentenced by the ostracism; as Hip- 
archus, a near relation of Pisistratus the tyrant had 
een the first. 

SECTION V.— ALCIBIADES ENGAGES THE ATHE¬ 
NIANS IN THE WAR OF SICILY. 

Sixteenth and seventeenth years of the war . 

I pass over several inconsiderable events, 3 to has¬ 
ten to the relation of that of the greatest importance, 
the expedition of the Athenians in¬ 
to Sicily, to which they were ex- A. M. 3588. 
cited by Alcibiades especially. This Ant. J, C. 416. 
is the sixteenth year of the Pelo¬ 
ponnesian war. 


i In Alcib, p. 198. 

a Plut. in Alcib. p. 196, 197. Ia Nic. p. 530, 531. 

a Thucyd. 1. viii. p. 350—109, 
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Alcibiades 1 had gained a surprising ascendant over 
the minds of the people, though they were perfectly 
well acquainted with his character. For his great 
qualities were united with still greater vices, which 
be did not take the least pains to conceal. He passed 
his life in such an excess of luxury and voluptuous¬ 
ness, as was a scandal to the city. Nothing was seen 
in his house but festivals, rejoicings, and parties of 
pleasure and debauchery. He showed very little re¬ 
gard to the customs of his country, and still less to 
religion and the gods. All persons of sense and judg¬ 
ment, besides the strong aversion they had for his 
irregularities, dreaded exceedingly the consequences 
of his audacity, profusion, and utter contempt of the 
laws, which they considered as so many steps by which 
Alcibiades would rise to tyrannical powder. 
s Aristophanes, in one of his comedies, 2 shows ad¬ 
mirably well in a single verse, the disposition of the 
^people towards him: “They hate Alcibiades,” says 
he, “ and yet cannot do without him.” And, indeed, 
the prodigious sums he squandered on the people; the 
pompous games and shows he exhibited to please 
them; the magnificent and almost incredible presents 
. which he made the city; the grace and beauty of his 
person; his eloquence, his bodily strength, joined to 
his courage and his experience; in a word, this as¬ 
semblage of great qualities made the Athenians wink 
at his faults, and bear them patiently, always endea¬ 
vouring to lessen and screen them under soft and 
favourable names; for they called them frolics and 
polite pastimes, and indications of his humanity and 
good nature. 

Timon, the man-hater, morose and savage as he 
was, formed a better judgment of this conduct of Al¬ 
cibiades. Meeting him one day as he was coming 
out of the assembly, vastly pleased at his having been 
gratified in all his demands, and at seeing the great¬ 
est honours paid him by the people in general, who 
were atteqding him in crowds to his house; so far 
from shunning him as he did all other men, on the 
contrary ran to meet him, and stretching out his hand 
to him in a friendly way; “Courage, my son,” says 
he, “ thou dost right in pushing thy fortune, for thy 
advancement will be the ruin of all these people.” 
The war of Sicily will show that Timon was not mis¬ 
taken . 

The Athenians ever since the time of Pericles, had 
meditated the conquest of Sicily. However, that 
wise guide had always endeavoured to check this am¬ 
bitious and wild project. He used frequently to in¬ 
culcate to them, that by living in peace, by directing 
their attention to naval affairs, by contenting them¬ 
selves with preserving the conquests they had already 
gained, and by not engaging in hazardous enterpri¬ 
ses, they would raise their city to a flourishing con¬ 
dition, and be always superior to their enemies. The 
authority he had at that time over the people, kept 
them from invading Sicily, though it could not sur¬ 
mount the desire they had to conquer it, and their 
eyes were continually upon that island. Some time 
after Pericles’s death, 3 the Leontines being attacked 
bv the Syracusans, had sent a deputation to Athens, 
to demand aid. They were originally of Chalcis, an 
Athenian colony. Tlie chief of the deputies was Gor- 
gias, a famous rhetorician, who was reputed the most 
eloquent man of his time. His elegant and florid dic¬ 
tion, heightened by shining figures, which he first 
employed, charmed the Athenians, who were prodi¬ 
giously affected with the beauties and graces of elo¬ 
quence. Accordingly the alliance was concluded, 
and they sent ships to Rbeginm to the aid of the Le¬ 
ontines. The year following they sent a greater 
number. Two years after they sent a new fleet, some¬ 
thing stronger than the former; but the Sicilians hav¬ 
ing put an end to all their divisions, by the advice of 
Hermocrates, the fleet was sent back; and the Athe¬ 
nians, not being able to pre.vail with themselves to 
pardon their generals for not conquering Sicily, sent 
two of them, Pythodorus and Sophocles, into banish- 


t Plot, in Alcib. p. 393—200. In Nic. p. 531, 
* The Frogs. Act. v. scene 4. 
s Diod. 1. xii. p. 99. 
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ment; and sentenced the third, Eurvmedon, to pay a 
heavy fine; their prosperity having blinded them to 
so prodigious a degree, that they were persuaded no 
power was able to resist them. They made several 
attempts afterwards, and upon pretence of sending 
from time to time arms and soldiers to such cities as 
were unjustly treated or oppressed by the Syracusans, 
they *by that means were preparing to invade them 
with a greater force. 

But the person who most inflamed this ardour was 
Alcibiades, bv feeding the people with splendid 
hopes, with which he himself was for ever filled, or 
rather intoxicated. He was every night, in his 
dreams, taking Carthage, subduing Africa, crossing 
from thence into Italy, and possessing himself of all 
Peloponnesus; looking upon Sicily not as the aim and 
the end of this war, but as the beginning and the first 
step of the exploits which he was revolving in his 
mind. All the citizens favoured his views, and, with¬ 
out inquiring seriously into matters, were enchanted 
with the mighty hopes he gave them. This expedition 
was the only topic of all conversations. The young 
men, in the places where the public exercises were 
performed, and the old men in their shops and else¬ 
where, were employed in nothing but in drawing the 
plan of Sicily; in discoursing on the nature and qual¬ 
ity of the sea with which it is surrounded; on its good 
harbours, and flat shores towards Africa: for these 
people, infatuated by the speeches of Alcibiades, were 
(like him) persuaded that they should make Sicily on¬ 
ly their place of arms and their arsenal, from w hence 
they should set out for the conquest of Carthage, and 
make themselves masters of all Africa and the sea, as 
far as the pillars of Hercules. 

It is related 4 that neither Socrates, nor Meton the 
astronomer believed that this enterprise would be sue 
cessful: the former being inspired, as he insinuated, 
by his familiar spirit, who always warned him of the 
evils with which he was threatened: and the other, 
directed by his reason and good sense, which, point¬ 
ing out what he had to apprehend in respect to the 
future, induced him to act the madman on this occa¬ 
sion; and to demand, in consideration of the unhappy 
condition to which he was reduced, that the Atheni¬ 
ans would not force away his son, and would dispense 
with his carrying arms. 

SECTION VI.— ACCOUNT OF the several peo¬ 
ple WHO INHABITED SICILY. 

Before I enter on the relation of the war of Sici¬ 
ly, 5 it will not be improper to give a plan of thecoun- 


^ Pint, in Alcib. p. 199. In Nic. p. 532. 

8 [This celebrated island constitutes the southern part of 
the modern kingdom of Naples, and extends from 12° 45. 
to JC° JO. east longitude of Greenwich, and from 35« 40. to 
15 . north latitude. It is of a triangular form, termina¬ 
ting in three Capes; namely, Cape Faro, towards Italy— 
Cape Passaro, towards Greece—and Cape Boco, towards Af¬ 
rica. The Faro of Messina, dividing it from Italy, is 5 
miles broad. The northern side or base of the triangle, 
fronting the Tuscan Sea, is 215 British miles long from Cape 
Boeo to Cape Faro. The S. W. side, fronting Africa, Is 
180 miles long, from Cape Passaro to Cape Bnco. The 
eastern side of the triangle, looking towards Greece, is the 
shortest, being only 120 miles in length from Cape Passaro to 
Cape Faro. The whole superficies of the island contains 
9400 geographical square miles, or 32,533 British square 
miles. 

This island was once the granary of Rome, its soil was so 
fertile, and its produce so abundant. It is now comparative¬ 
ly reduced to a desert, and completely dependent on foreign 
supply for its support. In 3811, one million of dollars were 
paid for imported corn. More than one-third of the popula¬ 
tion are in a state of absolute indigence and mendicity, in a 
land capable of supporting thrice the number of its present 
inhabitants—which, in the days of Timolcou arid Iliero, 
wore estimated at upwards of 5 000,000. after making every 
allowance for the inaccuracy of loose calculations. Two of 
its cities, Agrigentum and Syracuse, contained upwards of 
800,000 inhabitants each, according to the testimony of a 
respectable native historian, Diodorus Siculus. All this 
misery and want has been the consequence of many ages of 
the grossest tyranny and misrule, and the baneful influence 
of tire feudal system. The descendants of the Norman ba¬ 
rons, who under Roger conquered Sicily from the Saracens, 
are complete masters of both the people and the soil: and 
2 Ti 2 
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try, and of the nations who inhabited it: Thucydides 
begins in the same manner. 

It was first inhabited by the Lestrygones and the 
Cyclopes, * 1 of whom we know nothing but what we 
are told by the poets. The most ancient, after these, 
were the Sicani, who called themselves the original 
inhabitants of this country, though they are thought 
to have come into it from the neighbourhood of-a ri¬ 
ver in Spain, called Sicanus, whose name they gave to 
the island, which before was called Trinacria: these 
people were afterwards confined to the western part 
of the island. Some Trojans, after the burning of 
their city, came and settled near them, and built Eryx 
and Egesta, 2 who all assumed the name of Elyniaei; 
and were afterwards joined by some inhabitants of 
Pnocis, at their return from the siege of Troy. Those 
who are properly called Sicilians came from Italy in 
very great numbers; and having gained a considera¬ 
ble victory over the Sicani, confined them to a corner 
of their island, about 300 years before the arrival of 
the Greeks; and in Thucydides's time they still inha¬ 
bited the middle part of the island and the northern 
coast. From them the island was called Sicily. The 
Phoenicians also spread themselves along the coast, 
and in the little islands which border upon it, for the 
convenience of trade; but after the Greeks began to 
settle there, they retired into the country of the Ely- 
masi, in order to he nearer Carthage, and abandoned 
the rest. It was in this manner tne Barbarians first 
settled in Sicily. 

With reghrd to the Greeks, the 
A. M. 3294. first of them who crossed into Siei- 
Ant. J. C. 710. ly were the Cbalcidians of Euboea, 
under Tbeocles who founded Nax¬ 
os. The year after—which, according to Dionysius 
of Halicarnassus, was the third of the seventh Olym- 

g iad—Arcbias the Corinthian laid the foundations of 
yracuse. Seven years after, the Chalcidians founded 
Leontium and Catana, after having driven out the in¬ 
habitants of the country, who were Sicilians. Other 
Greeks, who came from Megara, a city of Achaia, 
about the same time founded Megara, called Hybloe, 
or simply Hybla, from Hyblon a Sicilian king, by 
whose permission they had settled in his dominions. 
It is well known thrt the Hyblaean honey was very 
famous among the ancients. A hundred years after, 
the inhabitants of that city built Selinus. Gela, built 
on a river of the same name, forty-five years after the 
founding of Syracuse, founded Agrigentuni about 103 
years after. Zancle, called afterwards Messana or 
hlessene by Anaxilas tyrant of Rhegium, who was a 
native of Messene a city of Peloponnesus, had seve¬ 
ral founders, and at different periods. The Zanclians 
built the city of Himera; the Syracusans built Acra, 
Casmene, and Camarina. These are most of the na¬ 
tions, whether Greeks or Barbarians, who settled in 
Sicily. 

SECTION VII.— THE PEOPLE OP EGESTA IMPLORE 
AID OP THE ATHENIANS. NICIAS OPPOSES, BUT 
TO NO PURPOSE, THE WAR OF SICILY. ALCIBI- 
ADES CARRIES THAT POINT. THEY ARE BOTH 
APPOINTED GENERALS WITH LAMACHUS. 

Athens w r as in the disposition 
A. M. 3583. above related, 3 when ambassadors 
Ant. J. C. 416. arrived from the people of Egesta, 
who, in quality oftheir allies, came 
to implore their aid against the inhabitants of Selinus, 
who were assisted by the Syracusans. It was the 
sixteenth year of the Peloponnesian war. They re¬ 
presented, among other things, that should they be 
abandoned, the Syracusans, after seizing their city, as 


the Catholic clergy possess full one third of all the landed 
property in the island, so that the peasantry are in a state 
of absolute vassalage to the nobles and the clergy. Its po¬ 
pulation in 1716 was only 1,123,163 persons. Sicily at this 
moment presents a picture of the greatest misery, poverty, 
and want, in the midst of an earthly paradise, that is to be 
found in the civilized world.] 

i Thucyd. I. vi. p. 410—413. 

* It is called Segesta by the Romans. 

* Thnevd. 1. vi. p. 413—415. Diod. 1. xii. p. 129, 130. 
Plut in Alc.ib. p. 200. In Nic. p. 531. 


they had done that of Leontium, would possess them¬ 
selves of all Sicily, and not fail to aid the Peloponne¬ 
sians, who were their founders; and, that they might 
put them to as little charge as possible, they offered to 
pay the troops that should be sent to succour them. 
The Athenians, who had long waited for a favourable 
opportunity to declare themselves, sent deputies to 
Egesta, to inquire into the state of affairs, and to see 
whether there was money enough in the treasury to 
defray the expenses of so great a war. The inhabit¬ 
ants of that city had been so artfpl, as to borrow from 
the neighbouring nations a great number of gold and 
silver vases, worth an immense sum of money; and of 
these they made a show when the Athenians arrived. 
The deputies returned with those 
of Egesta, who carried threescore A. M. 3589. 
talents in ingots, as a month’s pay Ant. J. C. 415. 
for the sixty galleys which they de¬ 
manded; and a promise of larger sums, which, they 
said, were ready both in the public treasury and in the 
temples. The people, struck with these fair appear¬ 
ances, the truth of which they did not give themselves 
the leisure to examine; and seduced by the advanta¬ 
geous reports which their deputies made, with the view a 
of pleasing them; immediately granted the Egestans * 
their demand, and appointed Alcibiades, Nicias, and 
Lamachus, to command the fleet; with full power, not 
only to succour Egesta, and restore the inhabitants of 
Leontium to their city, but also to regulate the affairs 
of Sicily, in such a manner as might best suit the in¬ 
terests of the republic. 

Nicias was appointed one of the generals to his 
very great regret; for, besides other motives which 
made him dread the command, he shunned it, because 
Alcibiades was to be his colleague. But the Atheni¬ 
ans promised themselves greater success from this 
war, should they not resign the whole conduct of it to 
Alcibiades, but temper his ardour aud audacity with 
the coolness and wisdom of Nicias. 

Five days after,4 to hasten the execution of the de¬ 
cree, and make the necessary preparations, a second 
assembly was held. Nicias, who had bad time enough 
to reflect deliberately on the affair proposed, and was 
more and more convinced of the difficulties and dan¬ 
gers which would ensue from it, thought himself 
obliged to speak with some vehemence against a pro¬ 
ject, the consequences of which he foresaw might be 
very fatal to the republic. He said, “ That it was sur¬ 
prising so important an affair should have been deter¬ 
mined almost as soon as it was taken into deliberation: 
that without once inquiring into matters, they bad 
given credit to whatever was told them by foreigners, 
who were very lavish of the most splendid promises as 
costing them nothing; and whose interest it was to 
offer mighty things, in order to extricate themselves 
from their imminent danger. After all, what advan¬ 
tage,” says he, “can accrue from thence to the re¬ 
public? Have we ^o few enemies at our doors, that 
we need go in search of others at a distance from us? 
Will you act wisely, to hazard your present posses¬ 
sions, on the vain hopes of an uncertain advantage? 
to meditate new conquests before you have secured 
your ancient ones? to study nothing but the aggran¬ 
dizing of your state, and quite neglect your own safe¬ 
ty? Can you place any dependence on a truce, which 
you yourselves know is very precarious; w-hicb you 
are sensible has been infringed more than once; and 
which the least defeat on our side may suddenly 
change into an open war? You are not ignorant 
how the Lacedcemonians have always been, and still 
continue, disposed towards us. They detest our gov¬ 
ernment as different from theirs; it is with grief and 
disdain they see us possessed of the empire of Greece; 
they consider our glory as their shame and confusion; 
and there is nothing they would not attempt, to hum¬ 
ble a power which excites their jealousy, and keeps 
them perpetually in fear. These are our real ene¬ 
mies, and these are they whom we ought to guard 
against. Will it be a proper time to make these re¬ 
flections, when (after having divided our troops, and 
wffiile our arms will be employed elsewhere, and we 


* Thucyd. 1. vi. p, 415—428 
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shall be unable to resist them) we shall be attacked 
at once by alt the forces of Peloponnesus? YVe do 
but just begin to breathe after the calamities in which 
war and the plague had plunged us; and we are now 
going without the least necessity to plunge ourselves 
into greater danger. If we are ambitious of carrying 
our arms into distant countries, would it not be more 
expedient to inarch and reduce the rebels of Thrace, 
and other nations wbo are still wavering and unfixed 
in their allegiance, than to tly to the succour of the 
inhabitants of Egesta, about whose welfare we ought 
to be very indiflerent? And will it suit our interest 
to attempt to revenge their injuries, at a time that we 
do not discover the least resentment for those we our¬ 
selves receive? Let us leave the Sicilians to them¬ 
selves, and not engage in their quarrels, which it is 
their business to decide. As the inhabitants of Eges- 
ta undertook the war without us, let them extricate 
themselves from it without our interference. Should 
any of our generals advise you to this enterprise, 
from an ambitious or self-interested view; merely to 
make a vain parade of his splendid equipages, or to 
raise money to support his extravagance; be not guil¬ 
ty of so much imprudence as to sacrifice the interest 
of the republic to his, or permit him to involve it in 
the same ruin with himself. An enterprise of so 
much importance ought not to be committed wholly 
to the conduct of a young man. Remember it is pru¬ 
dence, not prejudice and passion, that gives success 
to affairs.” Nicias concluded with declaring it his 
opinion, that it would be proper to deliberate again on 
the affair, in order to prevent the fatal consequences 
with which their taking rash resolutions might be at¬ 
tended. 

It was plain he had Alcibiades in view, and that 
his enormous luxury was the object of his censure. 
And indeed he carried it to an incredible height; and 
lavished prodigious sums of money on horses, equi¬ 
pages ana fufniture; not to mention the delicacy and 
sumptuousness of his table. lie disputed the prize 
in the Olympic games with seven sets of chariot hor¬ 
ses, which no private man had ever done before him; 
and he was crowned more than once on that occasion. 
Extraordinary resources were necessary for support¬ 
ing such luxury; and as avarice often serves as a re¬ 
source to ambition, there were some grounds to be¬ 
lieve, that Alcibiades was no less solicitous for the 
conquest of Sicily, and that of Carthage (which he 
pretended would'immediately follow,) to enrich his 
family, than to render it glorious. It is natural to 
suppose that Alcibiades did not let this speech of Ni¬ 
cias go unanswered. 

“ This,” says Alcibiades, “ is not the first time that 
merit has excited jealousy, and glory been made the 
object of en\y. That very thing which is imputed to 
me for a crime, reflects, l will presume to say it, hon¬ 
our on my country, and ought to gain me applause. 
The splendour in which I live; the great sums I ex¬ 
pend, particularly in the public assemblies; besides 
their being just and lawful, at the same time give for¬ 
eigners a greater idea of the glory of Athens; and 
show, that it is not in such want of money as our ene¬ 
mies imagine. But this is not our present business. 
Let the world form a judgment of me not from pas¬ 
sion and prejudice, but from my actions. Was it an 
inconsiderable service I did the republic, in bringing 
over (in one day) to its alliance, the people of Elis, 
of Mantinea, and of Argos, that is, the chief strength 
of Peloponnesus? Make use, therefore, to aggran¬ 
dize your empire, of Alcibiades’s youth and folly (since 
his enemies give it that name,) as well as of the wis¬ 
dom and experience of Nicias; and do not repent 
from vain and idle fears, your engaging in an enter¬ 
prise publicly resolved upon, which may redound in¬ 
finitely both to your glory and advantage. The cities 
of Sicily, weary of the unjust and cruel government 
of their princes, and still more of the tyrannical au¬ 
thority which Syracuse exercises over them, wait only 
for a favourable opportunity to declare themselves; 
and are ready to open their gates to any one who shall 
offer to break the yoke under which they have so long 
groaned. Though the citizens of Egesta, as being 
your allies, should not have a right to your protec¬ 


tion; yet the glory of Athens ought to engage you to 
support them. States aggrandize themselves by suc¬ 
couring the oppressed, ana not by continuing inactive. 

In the present state of your aflairs, the only way to 
dispirit your enemies, and show that you are nota/raid 
of them, will be, to harass one nation, to check the 
progress of another, to keep them all employed, and 
carry your arms into distant countries. Athens w r as 
not formed for ease; and it was not by inactivity that 
your ancestors raised it to the height in which w r e now 
see it. For the rest, what hazards will you run by 
engaging in the enterprise in question? If it should 
be crowned with success, you will then possess your¬ 
selves of all Greece; and should it not answer your 
expectations, your fleet will give you an opportunity 
of retiring whenever you please. The Lacedaemoni¬ 
ans indeed may make an incursion into our country; 
but, besides that it w'ould not be in our power to pre¬ 
vent it, though we should not invade Sicily, we still 
shall preserve the empire of the sea, in spite of them; 
a circumstance which makes our enemies entirely de¬ 
spair of ever being able to conquer us. Be not there¬ 
fore biassed by Nicias’s reasons. The only tendency 
of them is to sow the seeds of discord between the old 
and young men, who can do nothing without one 
another; since it is w'isdom and courage, counsel and 
execution, that gives success to all enterprises: and 
this in which w r e are going to embark, cannot but turn 
to your glory and advantage.” 

The Athenians, 1 flattered and pleased with Alcibi¬ 
ades’s speech, persisted in their first opinion; Nicias, 
on the oiher side, did not depart from his; but at the 
same time did not dare to oppose Alcibiades any far¬ 
ther. Nicias was naturally of a mild and timid dispo¬ 
sition. He was not like Pericles, master of that lively 
and vehement eloquence, which, like a torrent, bears 
down all things in its way. And indeed, the latter, 
on several occasions and at several times, had never 
failed to check the impetuosity of the populace, who, 
even then, meditated the expedition into Sicily; be¬ 
cause he was always inflexible, and never slackened 
the reins of that authority, and kind of sovereignty 
which he had acquired over the minds of the people; 
whereas Nicias, 2 both by acting and speaking in an 
easy, gentle manner, so far from winning over the 
people, suffered himself to be forcibly and involunta¬ 
rily carried away: and accordingly ne at last yielded 
to the people, and accepted the command in a war 
which he plainly foresaw would be attended with the 
most fatal consequences. 

Plutarch makes this reflection in his excellent trea¬ 
tise, where, speaking of the qualities requisite in a 
statesman, he shows how very necessary eloquence 
and inflexible constancy and perseverance are to 
him. 

Nicias, not daringto oppose Alcibiades any longer 
openly, endeavoured to do ii indirectly, by starting a 
great number of difficulties, drawn especially from the 
great expense requisite for this expedition. He de¬ 
clared that, since they were resolved upon war, they 
ought to carry it on in such a manner as should be 
consistent with the exalted reputation to which Athens 
had attained; that a fleet was not sufficient to oppose 
so formidable a power as that of the Syracusans and 
their allies; that they must raise an army composed 
of good horse and foot, if they desired to act in a 
manner worthy of so grand a design: that, besides 
their fleet, which was to make them masters at sea, 
they must have a great number of transports, to carry 
provisions perpetually to the army, which otherwise 
could not possibly subsist in an enemy’s country: that 
they must carry vast sums of money with them, with¬ 
out waiting for that promised them by the citizens'of 
Egesta, who perhaps, were ready in words only, and 
very probably might break their promise; that they 
ought to weigh and examine the disparity there was 
between themselves and their enemies with regard to 
the conveniences and wants of the army; the Syra¬ 
cusans being in tbeir own country, in the midst of 


i Plut. in preer. de ger. rep. p. 802. 
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powerful allies, disposed by inclination, as well as 
engaged by interest, to assist them with men, arms, 
horses and provisions; whereas, the Athenians would 
carry on the war in a remote country possessed by 
their enemies, where, in the winter, news could not 
be brought them in less than four months’ time; a 
country, where all things would oppose the Athenians, 
and nothing be procured but by force of arms: that 
it would reflect the greatest ignominy on the Athe¬ 
nians, should they be forced to abandon their enter¬ 
prise, and thereby become the scorn and contempt of 
their enemies, by having neglected to take all the pre¬ 
cautions which so important a design required: that 
as for himself, he was determined not to go, unless he 
was provided with all things necessary for the expedi¬ 
tion, because the safety of the whole army depended 
on that circumstance; and he would not suffer it to 
depend upon the caprice, or the precarious engage¬ 
ments of tne allies. 

Nicias had flattered himself, 1 that this speech would 
cool the ardour of the people, whereas it only inflam¬ 
ed it the more. Immediately the generals had full 
powfers given them to raise as many troops, and fit out 
as many galleys as they should judge necessary; and 
the levies were accordingly carried on in Athens arid 
other places with inexpressible activity, 

SECTION VIII.— THE ATHENIANS PREPARE TO 
SET SAIL. SINISTER OMENS. THE STATUES OF 
BIERCURY ARE MUTILATED. ALCIBIADES IS AC¬ 
CUSED, AND INSISTS UPON IIIS BEING TRIED, BUT 
HIS REQUEST IS NOT GRANTED. TRIUMPHANT 
DEPARTURE OF THE FLEET. 

When all things were ready for 
A. M. 3589. their departure, 2 and they were 
Ant. J. C. 415. preparing to sail, there happened 
several bad omens, which filled the 
minds of the people with trouble and disquietude. 
The women were at that time celebrating the festi¬ 
val of Adonis, 3 during which the whole city was in 
mourning, and full of images representing dead per¬ 
sons and funeral processions; and every part echoed 
with the cries ana groans of the women who follow¬ 
ed those statues with lamentations. Whence it was 
feared, that this gay and magnificent armament, would 
soon lose all its splendour and wither away like a 
flower. 4 

The general anxiety was increased by another ac¬ 
cident. The statues of Mercury, which stood at the 
entrance of private houses and temples, were all mu¬ 
tilated in one night, and particularly in the face; and 
although a great reward was promised to any person 
who should discover the authors of so audacious a 
crime, no one was detected. The citizens could not 
forbear considering this uncommon event, not only as 
an unlucky omen,but as a contrivance of some factious 
men, who harboured very ill designs. Some young 
people had already been accused of committing a 
nearly similar crime in the midst of a drunken frolic; 
and particularly of having wantonly mimicked the 
mysteries of Ceres and Proserpine, with Alcibiades, 
who represented the high-priest, at their head. It 
highly concerns all those in exalted stations, 5 * * 8 to be 
extremely careful of every step they take, and not to 
give the least opportunity to the most inveterate mal¬ 
ice to censure them. They ought to call to mind, says 
Plutarch, that the eyes of all men are upon their con¬ 
duct, and that they are ever eagle-eyed on these oc¬ 
casions; (hat not only their outward actions pass the 
most severe scrutiny, but that they penetrate to their 
most private apartments, and there take the strictest 


i Diod. 1. xiii. p. 334. 

3 Thucyd.!. vi. p. 428. Plut. in Aleih. p. 200, 201. 

* This superstitious rite had extended even to God’s 
people, -f nd behold- there sat ?comen -weeping for Tammuz , 
Ezek. viii. 14. N. B. The Latin version of the Bible, 
which M. Rollin follows, says weeping for Adonis; which 
is the same as Tammuz, the Hebrews calling Adonis by 
that name. 

4 The historian alludes to the plants and flowers that were 

carried in that ceremony, and which went by the name of 

Adonis’s gardens. 

8 Plut. n. price, de rep. p. 800. 


notice of their conversation, their diversions, and their 
most secret transactions. It was this dread of the 
piercing eye of the people, that kept Themistocles 
and Pericles perpetually on their guard, and obliged 
them to refrain from most of those pleasures in wliich 
others indulged themselves. 

As for Alcibiades, he did not know what it was to 
lay himself under any restraints; and accordingly, as 
his character was so notorious, people were easily per¬ 
suaded that he very prohably had been concerned in 
what had happened. His luxury, libertinism, and ir« 
religion, gave an air of probability to this charge; and 
the accuser was not afraid of mentioning his name. 
This attack staggered the constancy and resolution 
of Alcibiades; but hearing ihe soldiers and sailors de¬ 
clare that they were induced to engage in this distant 
expedition beyond sea, by no other motive than their 
affection for Alcibiades; and that, should the least in¬ 
jury be done him, they would all immediately leave 
the service; he took heart, and appeared at his trial 
on the day appointed for that purpose. His enemies, 
upon pretence that it was necessary for the fleet to 
set sail, got the judgment postponed. It was to no 
purpose for Alcibiades to insist upon being tried, in 
case he was guilty, without waiting for his absence 
in order to ruin him; and to represent, that it would 
be the most shocking and barbarous injustice to 
oblige him to embark for so important an expedition, 
without first making due inquiry into the accusations 
and horrid slanders which were cast upon him, the 
bare thoughts of which would keep him in perpetual 
fear and anxiety. However, none of these remon¬ 
strances proved effectual, and the fleet was ordered 
to set out. 

They accordingly prepared to set sail, 6 after having 
appointed Corcyra as the rendezvous for most of the 
allies, and such ships as were to carry the provisions 
and baggage. All tne citizens, as well as foreigners in 
Athens, flocked by day-break to the port of Piraeus. 
The former attended their children, relations, friends, 
or companions, with a joy overcast with a little sor¬ 
row, upon their bidding adieu to persons that were 
as dear to them as life, who were setting out on a far 
distant and very dangerous expedition, from which it 
was uncertain whether they ever would return, though 
they flattered themselves with the hopes that the en¬ 
terprise would be successful. The foreigners came 
thither to feed their eyes with a sight which was 
highly worthy their curiosity; for no single city in the 
world had ever fitted out so gallant a fleet. Those 
indeed which had been sent against Epidaurus and 
Potidsea, were as considerable with regard to the num¬ 
ber of the soldiers and ships; but then they were not 
equipped with so much magnificence,^ neither was 
their voyage so long, nor their enterprise so impor¬ 
tant. Here were seen a land and naval army, equip¬ 
ped with the utmost care, and at the expense of pri¬ 
vate individuals as well as of the public, with all 
things necessary, on account of the length of the voy¬ 
age, and the duration of the war. The city furnished 
100 empty galleys, that is, threescore light ones, and 
forty to transport the soldiers heavily armed. Eve¬ 
ry mariner received daily a drachma, or ten-pence 
(French) for his pav, exclusively of what the captains 
of ships individually gave the rowers of the first 
bench. 7 Add to this the pomp and magnificence of 
the equipment; every one striving to eclipse the rest, 
and each captain endeavouring to make his ship the 
lightest, and at the same time the gayest of the whole 
fleet. I shall not take notice of the choice in the sol¬ 
diers and seamen, who were the flower of the Atheni¬ 
ans; nor of their emulation with regard to the beauty 
and neatness of their arms and equipage; any more 
than that of their officers, who had laid out consider¬ 
able sums purely to distinguish themselves, and to 
give foreigners an advantageous idea of their persons 
and circumstances; so that this sight had the air of a 
tournament, in which the utmost magnificence is dis¬ 
played, rather than of a warlike expedition. But the 


e Thueyd. p. 430—432. Diod. I. xiii. p. 235. 
i They were called &f*v*T*i* They had longer oars than 
the rest, and consequently more trouble in rowing. 
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boldness and greatness of the design still exceeded 
its expense and splendour. 

When the ships were loaded, and the troops got on 
board, the trumpet sounded, and solemn prayers were 
offered up for the success of the expedition; gold and 
silver cups were filled every where with wine, and the 
accustomed libations were poured out; the people 
who lined the shore shouting at the same time, and 
lifting up their hands to heaven, to wish their fellow- 
citizens a good voyage and success. And now, the 
hymn -being sung, and the ceremonies ended, the 
ships sailed one after another out of the harbour; after 
which they strove to outsail one another, till the 
whole fleet met at JEgina. From thence it made to 
Coreyra, where the army of the allies were assem¬ 
bling with the rest of the fleet. 

SECTION IX.— SYRACUSE IS ALARMED. THE 
ATHENIAN FLEET ARRIVES IN SICILY. 

Advice of this expedition having been brought to 
Syracuse from all quarters, 1 it was thought so impro¬ 
bable. that at first nobody would believe it. But as 
it was more and more confirmed every day, the Syra¬ 
cusans began to think seriously of making the neces¬ 
sary preparations; and sent deputations to every part 
of the island, to ask assistance of some, and send suc¬ 
cours to others. They garrisoned all the castles and 
forts in the country; reviewed all the soldiers and 
horses; examined the arms in the magazines, and set¬ 
tled and prepared all things, as if the enemy had 
been in their country. 

In the mean time the fleet sailed in three squadrons, 
each under the command of its particular general. It 
consisted of 136 ships, 100 whereof belonged to 
Athens, and the rest to the allies. On board these 
ships were 5000 heavy armed soldiers, 2200 of whom 
were Athenian citizens, viz. 1500 of those who had 
estates, and 700 2 who had none, but were equally 
citizens; the rest consisted of allies. With regard to 
the light infantry, there were eighty archers of Crete, 
and 400 of other countries; 700 Rhodian slingers, and 
120 exiles of Megara. There was but one company 
of horse, consisting of thirty troopers, who had em¬ 
barked on board a vessel proper for transporting cav¬ 
alry. Both the fleet and the land forces were after¬ 
wards increased considerably. Thirty vessels carried 
the provisions and sutlers, with masons, carpenters, 
and their several tools; the whole followed by 100 
small vessels for the service, exclusive of merchant 
ships, of which there were great numbers. All this 
fleet had sailed together from Corcyra. Having met 
with but an indifferent reception from the people of 
Tarentum and Locris, they sailed with a favourable 
wind for Rhegium, where they made some stay. The 
Athenians were very urgent with the inhabitants of 
Rhegium to succour those of Leontium, who came 
originally from Chalcis as well as themselves: but 
these answered, that they were determined to stand 
neuter, and to undertake nothing but in concert with 
the rest of Italy. Here they debated on the manner 
in which it was necessary to carry on the war, and 
waited for the coming up of those ships that had been 
sent out to make discoveries of a proper place for 
landing, and to inquire whether the citizens of Egesta 
had got their money ready. Upon their return they 
brought advice that they had but thirty talents in the 
treasury. This Nicias had foreseen, but no regard 
had been paid to his salutary counsels. 

He did not fail, 3 the instant this news was brought, 
to expatiate on the counsel he had given in Athens; 
to show the wrong step they had talcen in engaging 
in this war; and to exaggerate the fatal consequen¬ 
ces which might be expected from it: in all which he 
acted very imprudently. It was extremely judicious 
in Nicias to oppose it in the beginning, and to set 
every engine at work to crush if possible this ill-fated 
project. But as the expedition was resolved, and he 
liimsclf had accepted of the command, he ought not 
to have been perpetually looking backward, nor to 


* Thucyd. 1. vi. p. 4:12—44-5. ' Diotl. 1. xiii. p. 135, 13G. 

* These were called £g, 

* Plut. in Nic. p. 532. 
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have repeated incessantly, that this war had been un¬ 
dertaken in opposition to all the maxims of prudence; 
and by that means to cool the. ardour of his two col¬ 
leagues in the command, to dispirit the soldiers, and 
blunt that edge of confidence and ardour, which as¬ 
sures the success of great enterprises. He ought, on 
the contrary, to have advanced boldly towards the 
enemy: should have attacked them with vigour, and 
have spread a universal terror, by a sudden and un¬ 
expected descent. 

But Nicias acted in a quite different manner. His 
opinion, in the council of war, was that they should 
sail for Selinus, which had been the first occasion of 
this expedition; and then, if the citizens of Egesta 
performed their promise, and gave a month’s pay to 
the army, to proceed forward; or otherwise, to oblige 
them to furnish provisions for the sixty galleys they 
had demanded, and continue in that road till they 
should have concluded a peace with the citizens ot 
Selinus, either by force of arms or some other way. 
lie said, that they afterwards should return to Athens, 
after having thus made a parade of their forces, and 
the assistance they gave their allies ; unless they 
should have an opportunity of making some attempt 
in favour of the Leontines, or of bringing over some 
city into their alliance. 

Alcibiades answered, that it would be inglorious, 
after sailing out with so noble a fleet, to return with¬ 
out doing any thing; and that they should first en¬ 
deavour to conclude an alliance with the Greeks and 
Barbarians, in order to detach them from the Syra¬ 
cusans; and procure troops and provisions from them; 
and especially to send a deputation to Messina, which 
was as it were the key of Sicily, and its harbour ca¬ 
pacious enough to hold all the fleet. He declared 
farther, that after seeing who were their friends and 
enemies, and strengthening themselves by the addi¬ 
tion of a new reinforcement, they then should attack 
either Selinus or Syracuse; in case the one should 
refuse to conclude a peace with Egesta, and the other 
not permit the Leontines to return to their city. 

Lamachus offered a third opinion, w'hich perhaps 
was the most prudent; that was to sail directly /or 
Syracuse, before its citizens had time to recover from 
their surprise, or prepare for their defence. He ob¬ 
served, that the sudden arrival of an armed force 
always strikes the greatest terror; and that when en¬ 
emies are allowed time to reflect and make prepara¬ 
tions, it also revives their courage; whereas, when 
they are suddenly attacked, while still in confusion, 
they are generally overcome: that as they would be 
masters of the open country, they would not be in 
want of any thing, but, on the contrary, would oblige 
the Sicilians to declare for them: that at last they 
should settle in Megara, which was quite a desert, 
and a near neighbour to Syracuse, and there lay up 
their fleet in safety. However, his counsel not being 
followed, he agreed to that of Alcibiades: accordingly 
they sailed for Sicily, where Alcibiades took Catana 
by surprise. 

SECTION X.— ALCIBIADES IS RECALLED. HE 

FLIES, AND IS SENTENCED TO DIE FOR CONTU¬ 
MACY. HE RETIRES TO SPARTA. FLEXIBILITY 

OF HIS GENIUS AND DISPOSITION. 

This was the first and last exploit performed by 
Alcibiades in this expedition, 4 he being immediately 
recalled by the Athenians, in order to be tried upon 
the accusation laid against him. For, since the de¬ 
parture of the fleet, his enemies, who had no regard 
to the welfare of their country; and who, under the 
specious pretence of religion, which is often made a 
cloak to cover the darkest designs, meditated nothing 
but satiating their hatred and revenge: his enemies, I 
say, taking advantage of his absence, had proceeded 
in the affair with greater rigour than ever. All those 
against whom informations ivere lodged, were thrown 
into prison, without so much as being suffered to be 
heard, and that too on the evidence of the most profli¬ 
gate and abandoned citizens; as if, says Thucydides, 
it was not as great a crime to punish the innocent, as 
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to suffer the guilty to escape. One of the informers 
was proved to be perjured by his own words; having 
declared that he saw and knew one of the accused by 
moonlight; whereas it appeared, that there was no 
moon at that time. But notwithstanding this manifest 
peijury, the populace were as furious as ever. The 
remembrance of the tyranny of the Pisistratidae made 
them apprehensive of a similar attempt; and, strong¬ 
ly possessed with this fear, they would not give ear 
to any thing. 

At last they sent out the Salamtnian galley, 1 order¬ 
ing the captain not to carry off Aleibiades by force, 
for fear of raising a tumult in the army; but only to 
order him to return to Athens, to pacify the people 
by his presence. Aleibiades obeyed the order, and 
went immediately on board his galley; but the instant 
he was arrived at Thurium, ana had got on shore, he 
disappeared, and eluded the pursuit of those who 
sought after him. Being asked, whether he would 
not rely on his country, w ith regard to the judgment 
it might pass on him: I would not , says he, rely on 
my mother, for fear she should inadvertently mistake 
a black bean for a white one. 2 The galley of Sala- 
mis returned back without the commander, who was 
ashamed of his having suffered his prey to escape him 
in that manner. Aleibiades was condemned to die 
for his contumacy. His whole estate was confiscated, 
and all the priests and priestesses were commanded 
to curse him. Among the latter was one, named 
Theano, who alone had the courage to oppose this 
decree, saying, That she had been appointed priest¬ 
ess^ not to curse but to bless. Some time after, news 
being brought him that the Athenians had condemn¬ 
ed him to die, I shall make them sensible , said he, 
that lam alive . 

Much about this time Diagoras the Melian was 
prosecuted at Athens. 4 He had settled himself in 
that city, where he taught atheism, and was brought to 
a trial for his poisonous doctrine. Diagoras escaped 
the punishment which would have been inflicted on 
him, 5 by flying from the city; but he could not wipe 
off the ignominy of the sentence which condemned 
him 1o death. The Athenians had so great an abhor¬ 
rence for the impious principles inculcated by him, 
that they even set a price upon his head, and prom¬ 
ised a reward of a talent to any man who should de¬ 
liver him up dead or alive. 

About twenty years before a similar process had 
been instituted against Protagoras, 6 for having only 
treated the same question by way of problem. lie had 
said in the beginning of one of his books: “Whether 
the gods do or do not exist, is a question which I 
know not whether I ought to affirm or deny: for our 
understandings are too much clouded, and the life of 
man is too short, for the solution of so nice and diffi¬ 
cult a point.” But the Athenians could not bear to 
haye a subject of this nature made a doubt; and for 
this reason they ordered proclamation to be made by 
the public crier, for alLpersons who had an} r copies 
of this'book, to bring them to the magistrates: after 
which they were burnt as infamous and impious 
pieces, and the author was banished for ever, from all 
the territories of the Athenians. 

Diagoras and Protagoras had been the disciples of 
Democritus, who first invented the philosophy of 
atoms. 

Since the departure of Aleibiades, 7 Niciashad pos¬ 
sessed the whole authority; for Lamachus his col¬ 
league, though a man of bravery and experience, 
possessed little influence, because of his extreme po¬ 
verty, for whi^h he was despised by the soldiers. But 
the Athenians were not always of’this way of think¬ 
ing; for we have seen that Aristides, poor as he was, 
was not less esteemed and respected on that account: 
but in this last expedition, the people iu general had 


1 This was a sacred vessel, appointed to fetch criminals. 

* The judges made use of beans, in giving their suffrages, 
and the black bean denoted condemnation. 

3 Q'ztrxovcryi sv%,u}v ov kxtx^jjv itgeittv yeyovivai. 

* Joses'h. contra. App. * Diod. 1. jriii. p. 137. 

6 Bind. Laert. in Protag. Joseph, contr. App. Cic. 1. 1. de 
oat. door. n. 62. 

* Tliucyd. p. 452,453. Plut. in Nic. p. 533. 


imbibed a passion for luxury and magnificence; the 
natural consequence of which is, a love of riches. As 
Nicias, therefore, governed solely, all his actions 
were of the same cast with his disposition, that is, 
timid and dilatory: he suffered every thing to lan¬ 
guish, sometimes, either by lying still and undertaking 
nothing, sometimes by only sailing along the coast, or 
losing time in consulting or deliberating; all which 
soon suppressed, on one side, the ardour and confi¬ 
dence the troops expressed at first; and on the other, 
the fear and terror with which the enemy had been 
seized, at the sight of so formidable an armament. 
He besieged Hybla; and though it was but a small 
city, he was however obliged to raise the siege some 
days after, which brought him into the highest con¬ 
tempt. He retired at last to Catana, after having 
performed but one exploit, viz. the ruining of Hyc- 
cara, a small town inhabited by Barbarians, from 
which place, it is said that Lais the courtezan, at that 
time very young, was sold with the rest of the cap¬ 
tives, and carried to Peloponnesus. 

In the mean time, 6 Aleibiades having left Thuri- 
uni, arrived at Argos; and as he quite despaired of 
ever being recalled home, he sent a messenger to the 
Spartans, desiring leave to reside among them, under 
their guard and protection. He promised, in the 
most solemn manner, that if they w'ould consider him 
as their friend, he would render greater services to 
their state, than he before had done injuries to it. 
The Spartans received him with open arms; and soon 
after his arrival in their city, he gained the love and 
esteem of all its inhabitants. He charmed, and even 
enchanted them, by conforming in all respects to 
their w T ay of living. Such people as saw Aleibiades 
shave himself to the skin, bathe in cold water, eat of 
the coarse, heavy cakes, which were their usual food, 
and be so well satisfied with their black broth, could 
not persuade themselves, that a man, W'ho submitted 
so cheerfully to this kind of life, had ever kept cooks 
in his palace; had used essences and perfumes; had 
worn the fine stuffs of Miletus; in a word, had hither¬ 
to lived in the midst of voluptuousness and profusion. 
But flexibility was the characteristic that chiefly dis¬ 
tinguished Aleibiades. Comeleon-like, he could as¬ 
sume all shapes and colours, to win the favour of 
those among whom he resided. He immediately as¬ 
sumed their manners, and adapted himself to their 
taste, as if they had been natural in him; and though 
he inwardly had an aversion to them, he could how¬ 
ever cover his disgust with an easy, simple, and un¬ 
constrained air. With some he had all the graces 
and vivacity of the gayest youth, and with others all 
the gravity of old age. In Sparta, he was laborious, 
frugal, and austere; in Ionia, enjoyment, idleness, 
and pleasure, made up Ids whole life; in Thrace, he 
was always on horseback or carousing; and when he 
resided with Tissaphernes, the satrap, he exceeded 
all the magnificence of the Persians m luxury and 
profusion. 

But he was not barely satisfied with gaining the es¬ 
teem of the Lacedaemonians. He insinuated himself 
so far into the affection of Timaea, the wife of king 
Agis, that he had a son by her, who, in public, went 
by the name of Leotychides; though his mother, in 
private, and among her women and female friends, 
did not blush to call him Aleibiades; so violent was 
her passion for that Athenian. Agis was informed 
of this intrigue, and therefore refused to own Leoty¬ 
chides for his son; for which reason he was after¬ 
wards excluded the throne. 

SECTION XI.— DESCRIPTION OF SYRACUSE. 

As the siege of Syracuse is one of the most consi- 
derable in the Grecian history, the particular circum¬ 
stances of which I thought proper to relate for that 
reason, in order to give my readers an idea of the 
manner in which the ancients formed the siege of a 
place, I judge it necessary, before I enter into that 
detail, to give the reader a description and plan of 
the city of Syracuse; iu which he will also find the 
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different fortifications, both of the Athenians and Sy¬ 
racusans, mentioned in the siege. 

Syracuse stood on the eastern coast of Sicily. 1 Its 
vast extent, its advantageous situation, the conveni¬ 
ence of its double harbour, its fortifications built with 
the utmost care and labour, and the multitude and 
wealth of its inhabitants, made it one of the greatest, 
the most beautiful, and most powerful among the 
Grecian cities. We are told, 2 its air was so pure 
and serene, that there was no day in the year, how 
cloudy soever it might be, in which the sun did not 
display its beams. 

It was built by Archias the Co- 
A. M. 3295. rinthian, 3 a year after Naxos and 
Ant. J. C. 709. Megara had been founded on the 
same coast. 

When the Athenians besieged the city, it was di¬ 
vided into three parts, viz. the Island, Achradina, and 
Tyche. Thucydides mentions only these three divi¬ 
sions. Two more, viz. Neapolis and Epipola?, were 
afterwards added. 

The Island, situated to the south, was called N^o-o? 
(Nasos,) signifying, in Greek, an Island, but pro¬ 
nounced accordingto the Doric dialect; and Ortygia. 
It was joined to the continent by a bridge. It was 
in this island that the Syracusans afterwards built the 
citadel and the palace for their kings. 4 This quarter 
of the city was of very great importance, because it 
might render those who possessed it masters of the 
two ports which surrounded it. It was for this reason 
that the Romans, when they took Syracuse, would 
not suffer any Syracusans to inhabit the Island. 

There was in this Island a very famous fountain, 5 
called Arethusa. The ancients, or rather the poets, 
from reasons which have not the least shadow of pro¬ 
bability, supposed that the Alpheus, a river of Elis 
in Peloponnesus, rolled its waters either through or 
under the waves of the sea, without ever mixing with 
them, as far as the fountain of Arethusa. It was this 
fiction which gave occasion to the following lines of 
Virgil: 

Extremum hune, Arethusa, mihi concede laborem.- 

Bie tibi,cum fluctus subtcrlabcre Sic.anos, 

Doris amarasuam non intermisceat undam. 

Virg. Eclog. 30. 

Thv saered succour, Arethusa bring, 

To'crown my labour: his the last I sing.- 

So may thy silver streams beneath the tide, 

Unmix'd with briny seas securely glide. 

Dryden. 

Achradina, situated entirely on the sea-side, to¬ 
wards the east, was the most spacious, the most beau¬ 
tiful, and best fortified quarter of the city. 

Tyche, so called from the temple of Fortune 
(T&%»)) which embellished that part of the city, ex¬ 
tended along Achradina westward from the north to¬ 
wards the south, and was very well inhabited. It 
had a famous gate, called Hexapylum, which led in¬ 
to the country, and was situated to the north of the 
city. 

fcpiPOR® was a hill without the city, which it com¬ 
manded. It was situated between Hexapylum and 
the point of Euryelus, towards the north and west. It 
was exceedingly steep in several places, and for that 
reason of very difficult access. At the time of the 
sie^e in question it was not surrounded with walls; 
ana the Syracusans defended it with a body of troops, 
against the attacks of the enemy. Euryelus was the 
ass or entrance which led to Epipolae. On the same 
ill of Epipolae was a fort called Labdalon, or Lab- 
daulum. 

It was not till long after (under Dionvsius the ty¬ 
rant) that Epipolae was surrounded with walta, and 
inclosed within the city, of which it formed a fifth 
part, but was thinly inhabited. A fourth division had 


i Cie. Verr. G. n. 117—119. 
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naturaesse loci eoeliquo dicifur. ut iiiiIIur unquam dies tarn 
magna turbulentaque tempestate fuerit, quin aliquo tempore 
eolem ejus dici homines viderent. Cic. Verr. 1. n. 2G. 
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been added before, called Neapolis, that is, the New 
City, which covered Tyche. 

The river Anapns ran at almost half a league dis¬ 
tance from the city. 6 The space between them was 
a large and beautiful plain, terminated by two fens, 
the one called Syraco, whence the city was named, 
and the other Lysimelia. This river emptied itself 
into the great harbour.—Near its mouth, southward, 
was a kind of castle called Olympia, from the temple 
of Jupiter Olympius standing there, and in which 
were great ricnes. It was 500 paces from the city. 

Syracuse had two harbours, very near one another, 
and separated only by the Isle, viz. the great harbour, 
and the small one, called otherwise Lactus. Accord¬ 
ing to the description which the Roman orator gives 
of them, 7 * both were surrounded with the buildings 
of the city". 

The great harbour was a little above 5000 paces, 3 
or two leagues in circumference. It had a gulfcalled 
Dascon. The entrance of this port was but 500 paces 
wide. It was formed, on one side, by the point of the 
island Ortygia; and on the other by the little island 
and cape of Plemmyrium, which was commanded by 
a castle of the same name. 

Above Achradina was a third port, called the har¬ 
bour of Trogilus. 

SECTION XII.— NICIAS, AFTER SOME ENGAGE¬ 
MENTS, BESIEGES SYRACUSE. LAMACHUS IS 

KILLED IN A BATTLE. THE CITY IS REDUCED 

TO THE GREATEST EXTREMITIES. 

Eighteenth year of the JVar. 

At the end of the summer, 9 news was brought 
Nicias that the Syracusans having resumed courage, 
intended to march against him. Already their caval¬ 
ry advanced with an air of insolence to insult him 
even in his camp; and asked with a loud laugh whe¬ 
ther he wa 3 come into Sicily to settle in Catana. 
These severe reproaches roused him a little, so that 
he resolved to sail for Syracuse. The enterprise was 
bold and dangerous. Nicias could not, without run¬ 
ning the utmost hazard, attempt to land in the pre¬ 
sence of an enemy who waited /or him with the great¬ 
est resolution; and would not fail to charge him, the 
instant he should offer to make a descent. Nor was 
it safer for him to march his troops by land, because, 
as he had no cavalry, that of the Syracusans, which 
was very numerous, upon the first advice they should 
have of his march, would fall upon him, and over¬ 
power him by the superiority of forces. 

To extricate himself from this perplexity, and ena¬ 
ble bimself to seize without opposition upon an advan¬ 
tageous post, which a Syracusan exile had discovered 
to him, Nicias had recourse to stratagem. He caused 
a false piece of information to be given to the enemy, 
viz, that by means of a conspiracy, which was to take 
effect on a certain day, they might seize on his camp, 
and possess themselves of all the arms and baggage. 
The Syracusans, on this assurance, marched towards 
Catana, and pitched their camp near Leontium. The 
moment the Athenians had advice of this, they em¬ 
barked with all their troops and ammunition, and in 
the evening steered for Syracuse. They arrived by 
day-break in the great harbour; landed near Olympia, 
in the place which had been pointed out to them, and 
there fortified themselves. The enemy, finding them¬ 
selves shamefully over-reached,returned immediately 
to Syracuse; and, in the greatest rage, drew up in 
battle array, some days after, before the walls of the 
city. Nicias marched out of the trenches, and a bat¬ 
tle was fought. Victory was a long time doubtful; 
but a very heavy shower of rain, accompanied with 
thunder and lightning, coming unexpectedly, the Sy¬ 
racusans, who were inexperienced, the greatest part 


e Plut. in Dionys. vit. p. 970. 

i Portus habet prope in redificatione aspeetuqno urbis 

inclusos. Cic. Verr, G. n, 117. 

* According to Slrabo, it is eighty stadia in circumfer¬ 

ence, which is twice its real extent ; a plain proof that this 

passage of Straho is corrupt. Cluver. p. 1G7. 

9 Thucyd. 1. vi. p. 453—4G1. Plut. in Nic. p. 533, 534. 
Diod. 1. xiii. p. 137, 138 
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of them having never carried arms before, were fright¬ 
ed at the tempest, whilst their enemies laughed at it, 
as the mere effect of the season; and regarded nothing 
but the enemy, who were much more to be dreaded 
than the storm. The Syracusans, after making a long 
and vigorous resistance, were forced to give way. 
The Athenians could not pursue them far, because 
their horse, which was still in a body, and had not 
been defeated, covered their retreat. The Syracusans 
retreated in good order, into the city, after having 
thrown a body o( troops into the temple of Olympia, 
to prevent its being plundered. 

This temple stood pretty near the camp of the 
Athenians, who were very desirous of taking it, be¬ 
cause it abounded with gold and silver offerings, 
which the piety of kings and nations had consecrated. 
Nicias having delayed sending troops to seize it, lost 
the opportunity, and gave the Syracusans time to 
throw into it, as was before observed, a detachment 
for its defence. It was thought he did this on pur¬ 
pose, and out of reverence to the gods; because, had 
the soldiers plundered this temple, the public would 
not have reaped any benefit by it, and himself alone 
would have been accused of this sacrilege. 

After the battle, the Athenians, who were not yet 
in a condition to attack Syracuse, retired with their 
fleet to Naxos and Catana, to winter there, with de¬ 
sign to return in the beginning of the next spring, 
and lay siege to the city. For this they wanted 
money, provisions, and particularly horse, of which 
they were absolutely destitute. The Athenians de¬ 
pended upon obtaining part of the succours from the 
people of Sicily; who they supposed would join them, 
the instant they should hear of their victory; and at 
the same time they sent an express to Athens, to so¬ 
licit the like aid. They also addressed the Cartha¬ 
ginians for their alliance; and sent deputies to some 
cities of Ital} r , situated on the coast of the Tuscan sea, 
which had promised to assist them. 

The Syracusans were far from desponding. Her- 
mocrates, who, of all their leaders, was most distin¬ 
guished for his valour, his judgment, and experience, 
represented to them, in order to raise their hopes, 
that they had not been wanting in courage, but in 
conduct; that the enemies, though very brave, owed 
their victory to their good fortune rather than to their 
merit; that the having a multitude of leaders (they 
were fifteen in number,) from which confusion and 
disobedience were inseparable, had done them preju¬ 
dice; that it would be absolutely necessary for them 
to choose experienced generals, to keep the rest in 
their duty, and exercise their forces continually du¬ 
ring the winter season. This advice being followed, 
Hermocrales and two more were elected generals; 
after which they sent deputies to Corinth and Lace¬ 
daemon to renew the alliance, and at the same time to 
engage them to make a diversion, in order to oblige, 
if possible, the Athenians to recall their troops out of 
Sicily, or at least to prevent their sending a reinforce¬ 
ment thither. The fortifying of Syracuse was the 
chief object of their care. Accordingly they took into 
the city, by a wall, all the tract of land towards Epi¬ 
polae, from the northern extremity of Tyehe, descend¬ 
ing westward towards the quarter of the city called 
afterwards Neapolis, in order to remove the enemy to 
a greater distance, and to give them more trouble in 
making their contravallation, by obliging them to give 
a larger extent to it. This part, in all probability, had 
been neglected, because it seemed to be sufficiently 
defended by its rugged and steep situation. They also 
garrisoned Megara and Olympia, and drove stakes 
into all those parts of the sea-shore, where the enemy 
might easily make a descent. Hearing afterwards 
that the Athenians were at Naxos, they went and 
burnt the camp of Catana, and retired, after laying 
waste the adjacent country. 

The ambassadors of Syracuse being arrived among 
the Corinthians, 1 asked succour of them as having 
been their founders, which was immediately granted ; 
and at the same time they sent an embassy to the 


Lacedaemonians, to invite them to declare in their fa¬ 
vour. Alcibiadcs enforced their demand with all his 
credit and eloquence, to which his resentment against 
Athens added new vigour. He advised and exhorted 
the Lacedaemonians to appoint Gylippus their gene¬ 
ral, and send him into Sicily; and at tne same time to 
invade the Athenians, in order to make a powerful 
diversion. In the third place, he induced them to for¬ 
tify Decelia in Attica, which quite completed the ruin 
of the city of Athens, it not being able ever to recover 
that blow: for by this fort, the Lacedaemonians made 
themselves masters of the country, by which the 
Athenians were deprived of their silver mines of Lau- 
rium, and of the revenues of their lands: nor could 
they be succoured by their neighbours, Decelia be¬ 
coming the asylum of all the malcontents and parti¬ 
sans of Sparta. 

Nicias had received some suc¬ 
cours from Athens. These consisted A, M. 3590. 
of 250 troopers, who the Athenians Ant. J. C. 414. 
supposed would be furnished with 
horses in Sicily (the troops bringing only the furni¬ 
ture,) and of 30 horse-archers, with 300 talents, that 
is, 300,000 French crowns. 2 Nicias now began to 
prepare for action. He was accused of often letting 
slip opportunities, by his losing time in deliberating, 
arguing, and concerting measures; however, when 
once he entered upon action, he was bold and vigor¬ 
ous in execution, as he before had been slow and 
timorous in undertaking, as he showed on the present 
occasion. 

The Syracusans hearing that the Athenians had re¬ 
ceived a reinforcement of cavalry, and would soon 
march and lay siege to the city; and knowipg they 
could not possibly approach it, or make a contravaf- 
lation, unless they should possess themselves of the 
heights of Epipolae, which commanded Syracuse, they 
resolved to guard the avenue to it, which was the on¬ 
ly pass by which the enemy could get up to it, every 
other part being rugged and inaccessible. Marching 
therefore down into the meadow, bordered by the 
river Anapus, and reviewing their troops there, they 
appointed 700 foot, under tne command of Diomilus, 
to guard that important post: with orders to repair 
to it, at the first signal which should be given for that 
purpose. But Nicias conducted his design with so 
much prudence, expedition, and secrecy, that they 
had not time to do this. He sailed from Catana with 
all his fleet, without the enemy’s having the least 
suspicion of his design. Being arrived at the port 
of Trogilus, near Leontium, which is but a quarter 
of a league (six or seven furlongs) from Epipolae, he 
put his land forces on shore, after which he retired 
with his fleet to Thapsus, a small peninsula near Syra¬ 
cuse, the entrance to which he shut up with a stac- 
cado. 

The land forces marched with the utmost expedi¬ 
tion to seize on Epipolae, by the pass of Euryelus, be¬ 
fore the enemy who were in the plains of Anapus, at 
above a league’s distance, had the least notice of their 
arrival. At the first news of this, the 700 soldiers, 
under the command of Diomilus, advanced forward 
in confusion, but were easily defeated, and 300 of 
them with their leader, left dead in the field. The 
Athenians, after setting up a trophy, built a fort in 
Labdalou, on the summit of Epipolae, in order to se¬ 
cure their baggage and most valuable effects in it, 
whenever they should be forced to fight, or work at 
the contravallation. 

Soon after, the inhabitants of Egesta sent the Athe¬ 
nians 300 horse, to which some of their Sicilian allies 
added 100 more, which with the 250 sent before by 
the Athenians, and who had furnished themselves 
with horses in Sicily, made a body of 650 horse. 

The plan laid down by Nicias for taking Syracuse, 
was to surround all the city on the land side with a 
strong contravallation, in order to cut off all commu¬ 
nication with the place from without, in hopes, no 
doubt, that his fleet would afterwards enable him to 
prevent the Syracusans from receiving any succour or 
provisions by sea. 


» Thueyd. 1. vi. p. 471—482. Plut. ill Alcib. p. 203. In 
Nic. p. 534, 535. Diod. 1. xiii. p. 138. 


a About 67,000/. sterling. 
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Having left a garrison in Labdalon, be came down 
from the hill, advanced towards the northern extrem¬ 
ity of Tyche, and halting there, he employed the 
whole army in throwing np a line of contravallation, 
to shut up the city northward from Tyche as far as 
Trogilus, situate on the sea-side. This work was 
carried on with such a rapidity, as terrified the Syra¬ 
cusans. They thought it absolutely necessary to pre¬ 
vent the carrying on of this work, and accordingly 
made some sallies and attacks, but always with disad¬ 
vantage, and even their cavalry was routed. The 
day after the action, the contravallation (northward) 
was continued by part of the army, during which the 
rest carried stones and other materials towards Tro- 
gilus, in order to finish it. 

The besieged, by the advice of Ilermocrates, 
thought it advisable not to venture a second battle 
with the Athenians; and only endeavoured to put a 
stop to their works, or at least to render them use¬ 
less, by raising a wall to cut the line of that carried 
on by the Athenians. They imagined that in case 
they should be suffered to complete their wall, it 
would be impossible for the Athenians to make any 
farther progress in their work: or that, should they 
endeavour to prevent it, it would be sufficient for the 
Syracusans to oppose them with a part of their forces, 
alter having shut up such avenues a3 were most ac¬ 
cessible, with strong palisades; and that the Atheni¬ 
ans, on the contrary, would be obliged to send for all 
their forces, and entirely abandon their works. 

Accordingly they came out of their city, and work¬ 
ing with inexpressible ardour, they began to raise a 
wall; and, in order to carry it on with less molesta¬ 
tion, they covered it with strong palisades, and Hanked 
it with wooden towers at proper distances, to defend 
it. The Athenians suffered the Syracusans to - carry on 
their works undisturbed, because, had they marched 
only part of their troops against them, they would 
have been too weak; and if they had brought them 
all, they then must have been obliged to discontinue 
their works, which they had resolved not to do. The 
work being completed, the Syracusans left a body of 
troops to defend the palisade and guard the wall, and 
then returned into the city. 

In the mean time the Athenians cut off the canals 
by which water was conveyed into the city; and ob¬ 
serving that the Syracusan soldiers, who had been left 
to guard the wall, were very negligent in their duty 
—some returning at noon either into their city or 
their tents, and the rest not keeping a proper guard 
—they detached 300 chosen soldiers, and some light 
infantry, to attack this post; during which the rest of 
the army marched towards the city, to prevent any 
succours from coming out of it. Accordingly, the 300 
soldiers having forced the palisade, pursued those who 
guarded it as far as that part of the city wall which 
covered Temenites, where, pouring in indiscriminate¬ 
ly with them, they were repulsed by the inhabitants 
with loss. The whole army afterwards demolished 
the wall, pulled down the palisades of the intrench- 
ment, and carried them off. 

After the success whereby the Athenians were mas¬ 
ters of the northern parts, they began, the very next 
day, a still more important work, and which would 
quite finish their inclosure of the city; viz. to carry 
a wall from the hills of Epipolae, westward, through 
the plain and the fens, as far as the great harbour. To 
prevent this, the. besieged, beginning the same kind 
of work as they had carried on on the other side, ran 
a trench, lined with palisades, from the city through 
the fens, to prevent the Athenians from carrying their 
contravallation as far as the sea: but the latter, after 
finishing the first part of the wall on the hills of Epi- 
polcc, resolved to attack this new work. For this 

a osc, they ordered their fleet to sail from Thapsns 
e great harbour of Syracuse; for it had hitherto 
continued in that road; and the besieged had always 
the sea open to them, by which the. besiegers were 
obliged to get their provisions from Thapsns by land. 
The Athenians came down therefore from Epipola* 
into the plain before day-break, when throwing planks 
and beams in that part where the fens were only slimy 
and more firm than in other places, they immediately 


carried the greatest part of the fosse lined with pali¬ 
sades, and then the rest, after having beaten the Sy¬ 
racusans, who gave way and retired; such as were on 
the right towards the city, and the rest towards the 
river. Three hundred chosen Athenians having at¬ 
tempted to cut off the passage of the latter, Hew to¬ 
wards the bridge; but the enemy’s cavalry, the great¬ 
est part of which were drawn up in battle, repulsed 
them; and afterwards charged the right wing of the 
Athenians, and put the first battalions into disorder. 
Lamachus, perceiving this from the left wing, where 
he commanded, ran thither with the Argives and 
some archers; but having passed a trench, and being 
abandoned by his soldiers, he was killed with five or 
six who had followed him. The enemy immediately 
passed the river, and seeing the rest of the army come 
up, they retired. 

At the same time their right wing, which had re¬ 
turned towards the city, resumed courage from this 
success, and drew up in older of battle before the 
Athenians; after having detached some troops to at¬ 
tack the fort on the hills of Epipolm, which served as 
a magazine to the enemy, and was thought to be un¬ 
guarded. They forced an intrenchment that covered 
the fort, but Nicias saved it. He had remained in this 
fort, in consequence of illness, and was at that time 
in his bed, with only his domestics about him. Ani¬ 
mated by the danger and the presence of the enemy, 
he struggles with his indisposition; rises up, and com¬ 
mands 'h?s servants to set fire immediately to all the 
timber lying between the intrenchment and the fort 
for the military engines, and to the engines them¬ 
selves. This unexpected conflagration stopped the 
Syracusans, saved Nicias, the fort, and all the rich 
effects of the Athenians, who made haste to the relief 
of that general. At the same time, the fleet was 
seen sailing into the great harbour, according to the 
orders given for that purpose. The Syracusans hav¬ 
ing perceived this from the hill, and fearing they 
should be attacked from behind, and overpowered by 
the troops which were about to land, retired, and re¬ 
turned to the city with all their forces; now no longer 
expecting, after having lost their fosse lined with pa¬ 
lisades, that it would be possible for them to prevent 
the enemy from carrying on their contravallation as 
far as the sea. 

In the mean time the Athenians, who had content¬ 
ed themselves with building a single wall on the hills 
of Eppiolaj, and through such places as were craggy 
and of difficult access, being come down into the 
plain, began to build, at the foot of the hills, a double 
wall, intending to carry it as far as the sea; viz . a 
wall of contravallation against the hedged, and an¬ 
other of circumvallation against those Syracusan 
troops which were out of the city, and such allies as 
might come to its aid. 

From thenceforward Nicias, who was now sole 
general, conceived great hopes: for several cities of 
Sioilv, which hitherto had not declared for either side, 
came and joined him: and there^ arrived from all 
quarters vessels laden with provisions for his army, 
all parties being eager to go over to him because he 
had acquired the superiority, and been exceedingly 
successful in all his undertakings. The Syracusans, 
seeing themselves blocked np both by sea and land, 
and losing all hopes of being able to defend their city 
any longer, already proposed an accommodation. 
Gylippus, who was coming from Lacedaemon to their 
assistance, having heard, on his passage, the extrem¬ 
ity to which they were reduced, and looking upon 
the whole island as lost, sailed forward nevertheless; 
not with the view of defending Sicily, but only of pre¬ 
serving to the nations of Italy such cities as were 
subject to them in that island, i’f it were not too late, 
and‘if this could be done. For fame had declared, in 
all places that the Athenians had already possessed 
themselves of the whole island; and were headed by 
a general, whose wisdom and good fortune rendered 
him invincible. Nicias himself, now (contrary to his 
natural disposition) conflding in his own strength, and 
elate from his success, persuaded also by the secret 
advices which were brought him daily from Syracuse, 
and the messengers who were scat to him, that the 
2 C 
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city would immediately capitulate, did not regard 
Gylippus’s approach, and in consequence took no 
recautinns to prevent his landing, especially when 
e heard that he brought but very few vessels; term¬ 
ing him a trifling pirate, not worthy, in any manner, 
of his notice. But a general ought to be extremely 
careful not to abate his cares ana vigilance upon ac¬ 
count of success, because the least negligence may 
ruin every thing. Had Nicias sent the smallest de¬ 
tachment to oppose Gylippus’s landing, he would 
have taken Syracuse, and the w T hole affair had been 
ended. 

SECTION" NI1I.— THE SYRACUSANS RESOLVE TO 
CAPITULATE, BUT GYLIPPUS’S ARRIVAL CHANGES 
THE FACE OF AFFAIRS. NICIAS IS FORCED BY 
HIS COLLEAGUES TO ENGAGE IN A SEA-FIGHT, 
AND IS OVERCOME. HIS LAND-FORCES ARE ALSO 
DEFEATED. 

Nineteenth year of the JVar . 

The fortifications of the Athenians were now al¬ 
most completed;* and they bad drawn a double wall, 
near half a league in length, along the plain and the 
lens towards the great port, and had almost reached 
it. There now remained, on the side towards Tro- 
gilus, only a small part of the wall to be finished. 
The Syracusans were therefore on the brink of ruin, 
and had no hopes left, as they were no longer able 
to defend themselves, and did not expect any suc¬ 
cours. For this reason they resolved to surrender. 
Accordingly, a council was held to settle articles of 
capitulation, in order to present them to Nicias; and 
several were of opinion, that it would be proper to 
capitulate soon, before the city should be entirely in¬ 
vested. 

It was at that very instant, and in the most critical 
juncture, that an officer, Gongylus by name, arrived 
from Corinth on board a ship with tnree benches of 
oars. At his arrival, all the citizens flocked round 
him. He informed them, that Gylippus would be 
with them immediately, and was followed by a great 
many other galleys, which were coming to their aid. 
The Syracusans, astonished, or rather stupified, as it 
were, with this news, could scarce believe what they 
heard. Whilst they were thus fluctuating and in 
doubt, a courier arrived from Gylippus to inform them 
of his approach, and order them to march out all 
their troops to meet him. He himself, after having 
taken a fort in his way, 2 marched in order of battle 
directly for Epipolae: and ascending by Euryelus, as 
the Athenians had done, he prepared to attack them 
from without, w’hilst the Syracusans should charge 
them, on their side, with the forces of Syracuse and 
his. The Athenians, exceedingly surprised at his 
arrival, drew up hastily, and without order, under 
the walls. With regard to himself, laying down his 
nrms when he approached, he sent word by a herald, 
that he would allow the Athenians five days to leave 
Sicily'. Nicias did not not condescend to make the 
least answer to this proposal; and some of his sol¬ 
diers bursting out a laughing, asked the herald, 
“Whether the presence of a Lacedaemonian cloak, 
and a trifling wand, could make an}' change in the 
present state of the city ?” Both sides therefore 
prepared for battle. 

Gylippus stormed the fort of Lebdalon. and cut to 
pieces all who were found in it. The same day an 
Athenian galley was taken, as it sailed into the har¬ 
bour. The besieged afterwards drew a wall from the 
city, towards Epipolae, in order to cut (about the ex¬ 
tremity of it) the single wall of the Athenians; and 
to deprive them of all comniunicatioo with the troops 
that were posted in the intrenchments which sur¬ 
rounded the city on the north side towards Tycheand 
Trogylus. The Athenians, after having finished the 
wall, which extended as far as the sea towards the 
great harbour, were returned to the hills. Gylippus 
perceiving, in the single wall which the Athenians 
had built on the hills of Epipolae, one part that was 
weaker and lower than the rest, marched thither in 


* Thuo.yd. I. vii. p. 485-489. Plut. in Nic. p.535, 536. 
Diod. J. xiii. p. 138,139. 
a Jeges. 


the night with his troops; but being discovered by 
the Athenians, who were encamped without, he was 
forced (o retire, upon seeing them advance directly 
towards him. They raised the wall higher, and them¬ 
selves undertook the guard of it, after having fixed 
their allies in the several posts of the remainder of the 
intrenchment. 

JYicias, on the other side, thought proper to fortify 
the cape of Plemmyrium, which, by its running into 
the sea, straitened the mouth of the great harbour; 
and his design tbereb}' was, to procure provisions, and 
all other things he might want, the more easily; be¬ 
cause the Athenians, by possessing themselves of that 
post, drew near the little port, wherein lay the chief 
naval forces of the Syracusans, and were the better 
able to observe their various motions; and that be¬ 
sides, by having the sea open, they would not be. 
forced to have all their provisions from the bottom of 
the great harbour; as they must have been, should 
the enemy, by seizing on the mouth of it, oblige them 
to keep close in the harbour, in the manner they then 
did. For JN'iciaa, since the arrival of Gylippus, had 
had no hopes left but from the side next the sea. 
Sending therefore his fleet and part of his troops 
thither," he built three forts, sheltered by which his 
ships were enabled to lie at anchor; he also secured 
there a great part of the baggage and ammunition. 
It w T as then that the troops on board the fleet suffer- 
ed very much: for as they were obliged to go a great 
way to fetch wood and water, they were surrounded 
by the enemy’s horse, the third part of w'hich were 
posted at Olympia, to prevent the garrison of Plem- 
myrium from sallying, and were masters of the open 
country. Advice being brought to Nicias, that the 
Corinthian fleet w 7 as advancing, be sent twenty gal¬ 
leys against it; ordering them to observe the enemy 
towards Locris, Rhegium, and the rest of the avenues 
of Sicily. 

In the mean time, Gylippus employing those very 
stones w'hicb the Athenians had got together for their 
own use, w T ent on w ith the wall which the Syracusans 
had begun to carry through Epipolse; ana drew up 
daily in battle array before it, as did the Athenians. 
When he saw' it was a proper time for engaging, he 
began the battle in the spot lying between the two 
'vails. The narrowness of it having rendered his 
cavalry and archers useless, he came off with loss, 
and the Athenians set up a trophy. Gylippus, to re¬ 
animate his soldiers by doing them justice, had the 
courage to reproach hunself for the ill success they 
had met with: and to declare publicly, that he, not 
they, had occasioned the late defeat; because he had 
macle them fight in too confined a spot of ground. 
However, he promised to give them soon an opportu¬ 
nity of recovering both their honour and his; and ac¬ 
cordingly the ve^y next day he led them against the 
enemy, after having exhorted them in the strongest 
terms, to behave in a manner worthy of their ancient 
glory. Nicias perceiving, that though he should not 
desire to come to a battle, it would however be abso¬ 
lutely necessary for him to prevent the enemy from 
extending their wall beyond the wall of contravalla- 
tion, to which they w f ere already very near (because 
otherwise this would be granting them a certain vic¬ 
tory;) he therefore marched against the Syracusans, 
Gylippus brought up his troops beyond the spot 
where the walls terminated on both sides, in order 
that he might leave the more room to extend his bat¬ 
tle; when charging the enemy’s left wing with his 
horse, he put it to flight, and soon after defeated the 
right. We see here w'hat the experience and abilities 
of a great captain are capable of producing; for Gy¬ 
lippus, with the same men, the same arms, the same 
horses, and the same ground, by only changing his 
order of battle, defeated the Athenians, and beat them 
quite to their camp. The following night, the victors 
carried on their wall beyond the contravallation of 
the Athenians, and thereby deprived them of all hopes 
of being ever able to surround them. 

After this success, 3 the Syracusans, to whose aid 
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the Corinthian fleet was arrived unperceived by that 
of the Athenians, resumed courage, armed several 
galleys; and marching into the plains with their ca¬ 
valry and other forces, took a £reat number of priso¬ 
ners. They sent deputies to Lacedaemonia and Co¬ 
rinth, to desire a reinforcement; Gylippus went in 
person through all the cities of Sicily, to solicit them 
to join him; and brought over the greatest part of 
them, who accordingly sent him powerful succours. 
JVicias, finding his troops lessen and those of the ene¬ 
my increase daily, began to be discouraged; and not 
only sent expresses to the Athenians, to acquaint 
them with the situation of affairs, but likewise wrote 
to them in the strongest terms. I shall repeat his 
whole letter, both as it gives a clear and exact account 
of the state of things at that time in Syracuse, and 
may serve as a model for such kind of relations. 

“Athenians: I have already informed you, by se¬ 
veral expresses, of what was passing here: but it is 
necessary you should know the present situation of 
affairs, that you may resolve according^. After we 
had been victorious in several engagements, and had 
almost completed our contravallation, Gylippus ar¬ 
rived in Syracuse with a body of Lacedemonians and 
Sicilian troops; and, having been defeated the first 
time, he was victorious the second, by means of his 
cavalry and archers. We are in consequence shut 
up in our intrenchmenls, without daring to make any 
attempt, and unable to complete our works, through 
the superiority of the enemy’s forces; for part of our 
soldiers are employed in guarding our forts, and con¬ 
sequently we have not an opportunity of employing 
all our forces in battle. Besides, as the Syracusans 
have cut our lines, by a wall, in that part where they 
were not complete, it will no longer be possible for 
us to surround the city, unless we should force their 
intrenchments; so that instead of besieging, we our¬ 
selves are besieged, and dare not stir out, for fear of 
their horse. 

“Not contented with these advantages, they are 
bringing new succours from Peloponnesus, and have 
sent Gylippus to force all the neutral cities of Sicily 
tu declare for them; and the iest to furnish them with 
men and ships, to attack us both by sea and land. I 
say by sea, which, though very surprising, is however 
but too true. For our fleet, which before was con¬ 
siderable, from the good condition of the galleys and 
mariners, is noiv very deficient in those very circum¬ 
stances, and prodigiously weakened. 

“Our galleys leak every where; because we can¬ 
not draw them on shore to careen them, for fear, lest 
those of the enemy, which are more numerous and 
in better condition than ours, should attack us on a 
sudden, which they seem to threaten every moment. 
Besides, we are under a necessity of sending many 
backwards and forwards, to guarefthe convoys which 
we are forced to fetch from a great distance, and 
bring along in the sight of the enemy; so that should 
we be ever so little negligent in this point, our army 
would be starved. 

“With regard to the ships* crews, they decrease 
sensibly every day; for as great numbers of them 
disperse to maraud, or to fetch wood and water, they 
are often cut to pieces by the enemy’s horse. Our 
slaves, allured by the neighbourhood of the enemy’s 
camp, desert very fast to it. The foreigners whom 
we forced into the service, disband daily; and such 
as have been raised with money, who came for plun¬ 
der rather than fighting, finding themselves baulked, 
go over to the enemy, who are so near us, or else 
hide themselves in Sicily, which they may easily do in 
so large an island. A great number of citizens, though 
long used to, and well skilled in, working of ships, by 
bribing the captains, have put others in their room, 
who are wholly unexperienced, and incapable of serv¬ 
ing, and by that means have subverted all discipline. 
I am now writing to men perfectly well versed in 
naval affairs; and who are very sensible, that, when 
order is neglected, every thing grows worse and 
worse, and a fleet must inevitably be ruined. 

“ But, the most unhappy circumstance is, that, 
though lam invested with the authority of general, I 
cannot put a stop to these disorders. For (Atheni¬ 
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ans) you are very sensible, that such is your disposi¬ 
tion, that you do not easily brook restraint; besides* 
I do not know where to furnish myself with seamen, 
whilst the enemy get numbers from all quarters. It 
is not in the power of our Sicilian allies to aid us; and 
should the cities of Italy, from whence we have our 
provisions (hearing the extremity to which we are 
reduced, and that you do not take the least care to 
send us any succour,) join the Syracusans, we are un¬ 
done ; and the enemy will have no occasion to fight us. 

“I could write of things which would be more 
agreeable, but of none that could be more proper to 
give you a just idea of the subjects on which you are 
to deliberate. I am sensible that you love to have 
such advices only sent you as are pleasing; but then 
I know on the other side, that when affairs turn out 
otherwise than you expected and hoped for, you ac¬ 
cuse those who deceived you; which has induced me 
to give you a sincere and genuine account of things, 
without concealing a single circumstance. By tne 
way, I am to inform you, that no complaints can be 
justly made either against the officers or comraou 
soldiers, both having done their duty very well. 

“ But now that tne Sicilians are joining all their 
forces against us, and expect a new army from Pelo¬ 
ponnesus; you may lay this down as the foundation 
for your deliberations, that our present troops are not 
sufficient; and, therefore, we either must be recalled, 
or else a land and naval force, equal to the first, must 
be sent us, with money in proportion. You must also 
think of appointing a person to succeed me; it being 
impossible for me, through my nephritic disorder, to 
sustain any longer the weight of the command. I 
imagine tnat I deserve this favour at your hands, on 
account of the services I have done you, in the several 
commands conferred upon me, so loDg as my health 
would permit me to act. 

“To conclude: whatever resolutions you may come 
to, the request I have to make, is, that you would 
execute it speedily, and in the very beginning of the 
spring. The succours which our enemies meet with 
in Sicily, are all ready; but those which they expect 
from Peloponnesus may be longer in coming. How¬ 
ever, fix this in your minds, that if you do not exert 
yourselves, the Lacedaemonians will not fail, as they 
have already done, to be beforehand with you.” 

The Athenians were strongly affected with this let¬ 
ter, which made as great an impression on them as 
Nicias expected. However, they did not think pro¬ 
per to appoint him a successor; and only nominated 
two officers who were under him, viz. Menander and 
Euthydenius, to assist him till other generals should 
be sent. Eurymedon and Demosthenes were chosen 
to succeed Lamachus and Alcibiades. The former 
set out immediately with ten galleys, and some mo¬ 
ney, 1 about the. winter solstice, to assure Nicias that 
a speedy succour should be sent him: during which, 
the latter was raising troops and contributions, in 
order to set sail early in the spring. 

The Lacedasmomans, 2 on the 
other side, being supported by the A. M. 3591. 
Corinthians, were very industrious Ant. J. C. 413. 
in preparing reinforcements to send 
into Sicily, and enter Attica, in order to keep the 
Athenian fleet from sailing to that island. Accord¬ 
ingly they entered Attica early, under the command 
of king Agis; and after having laid waste the coun¬ 
try, they fortified Decelia: having divided the work 
among all the forces, to make the greater despatch. 
This post is about 120 furlongs from Athens, that is, 
about six French leagues, and the same distance from 
Boeotia. Alcibiades was perpetually soliciting the 
Lacedaemonians; and could not be easy, till he had 
prevailed with them to begin that work.. This an¬ 
noyed the Athenians most of all: for as hitherto the 
enemy had been accustomed to retire after they had 
laid waste the Athenian territories, the latter were 
unmolested all the rest of the year; but since the for¬ 
tifying of Decelia, the garrison left in it was continu- 


i One hundred and twenty talents, 

a Thucyd, 1. vii. p. 494—496, and 502—504. Diod. 1. xiii. 
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ally making incursions, and alarming the Athenians, 
Athens being now become a kind ot’ frontier town; 
for in the day-time a guard was mounted at all the 
gates; and in tbe night, all the citizens were either 
on the wall, or under arms. Such vessels as brought 

E revisions from the island of Euboea, and which before 
ad a much shorter passage by Decelia, were forced 
to go round about, in order to double the cape of 
Sunium; by which means, provisions, as well as goods 
imported, grew much dearer. To heighten the ca¬ 
lamity, upwards of 20,000 slaves, the greatest part of 
whom were artificers, went over to the enemy, to fly 
from the extreme misery with which the city was af¬ 
flicted. The cattle of all kinds died. Most of the 
horses were lamed, being continually upon guard, or 
upon parties. Every thing being laid waste in this 
manner, and the Athenians enjoying no longer the 
revenues which arose from the produce of their lands, 
there was a prodigious scarcity of money; so that 
they were forced to take the twentieth part of all the 
imports, to supply their usual subsidies. 

In the mean time, 1 Gylippus, who had made the 
tonr of Sicily, returned with as many men as he could 
raise in the whole island; and prevailed with the Sy¬ 
racusans to fit out the strongest fleet in their power, 
and to hazard a battle at sea, upon the presumption 
that the success would answer the greatness of the 
enterprise. This advice was strongdy enforced by 
Hermocrates, who exhorted the Syracusans not to 
abandon to their enemies the empire of the seas. He 
observed, that the Athenians themselves had not re¬ 
ceived it from their ancestors, nor been always pos¬ 
sessed of it: that the Persian war had in a manner 
forced them into the knowledge of naval affairs, not¬ 
withstanding two great obstacles, their natural dispo¬ 
sition, and the situation of their city, which stood at 
a considerable distance from the sea: that they had 
made themselves formidable to other nations, not so 
much by their real strength, as by their courage and 
intrepidity: that they ought to copy them; and since 
they had to do with enemies who were so enterprising, 
it was fit they should be daring. 

This advice was approved, and according^ a large 
fleet was equipped. Gylippus led out all his land 
forces in the night-time, to attack the forts of Plem- 
myrium. Thirty-five Syracusan galleys which were 
in the great harbour, and forty-five in the lesser, 
where was an arsenal for ships, w f ere ordered to ad¬ 
vance towards Plemmyrium, to amaze the Athenians, 
who would see themselves attacked both by sea and 
land at the same time. Tbe Athenians, at this news, 
went on board also; and, with twenty-five ships, sail¬ 
ed to fight the thirty-five Syracusan vessels which 
were sailing out against them from the great harbour; 
and opposed thirty-five more to the forty-five of the 
enemy, which were come out of the little port. A 
sharp engagement was fought at the mouth of the 
great harbour; one party endeavouring to force their 
wav into it, and the other to keep them out. 

Those who defended the forts of Plemmyrium 
having flocked to tbe shore to view the battle, Gy- 
lipuns attacked the forts unexpectedly by day-break; 
and having carried the greatest of them by storm, the 
soldiers who defended the other two were so terrified, 
that they abandoned them in a moment. After this 
advantage the Syracusans sustained a considerable 
loss: for such of their vessels as fought at the en¬ 
trance of the harbour (after having forced the Athe¬ 
nians) ran foul of one another with much violence, as 
they entered it in disorder; and by this means trans¬ 
ferred the victory to their enemies, who were not 
contented with pursuing, but also gave chase to those 
who were victorious in the great harbour. Eleven 
Syracusan galleys were sunk, and great numbers of 
the sailors in them killed. Three were taken; but 
the Athenians likewise lost three, and after towing ofl' 
those of the enemj r , they raised a trophy in a little 
island that lay before Plemmyrium, and retired to the 
shelter of their camp. 

The Syracusans also raised three trophies for their 


t Thucvd. 1. vii. p. 497—500. PIut. ia Nic. p.536. Diod. 
p. 140. 


taking of the three forts; and after raising one of th6 
smaller, they repaired the fortifications of the other 
two, and put garrisons into them. Several Atheni¬ 
ans had been either killed or made prisoners there; 
and great sums of money were taken, the property of 
the public, as well as of merchants and captains of 
galleys, besides a large quantity of ammunition; this 
being a kind of magazine for the whole army. They 
likewise lost the stores and rigging of forty galleys, 
with three ships that lay in the dock. But a more 
considerable circumstance was, Gylippus thereby pre¬ 
vented ]\ T icias from getting provisions and ammuni¬ 
tions so easily; for, whilst the latter was possessed 
of Plemmyrium, these were procured securely and 
expeditiously; whereas, after that place was lost, it 
was equally difficult and hazardous, because they 
could not bring in any thing without fighting; the 
enemy lying at anchor just off their fort. Thus the 
Athenians could have no provisions but from the 
point of their swords; which dispirited the soldiers 
very much, and threw the whole army into a great 
consternation. 

There afterwards was a little skirmish in defending 
a staccado which the inhabitants had made in the 
sea, 2 at the entrance of the old harbour to secure the 
shipping. The Athenians having raised towers and 
parapets on a large ship, made it advance as near as 
possible to the staccado, in order that it might serve 
as a bulwark to some ships which carried military 
engines, with which they drew up the stakes by the 
help of pulleys and ropes, exclusive of those which 
the divers sawed in two; the besieged defending 
themselves from their harbour, and the enemies from 
their tower. Such stakes as had been driven in, level 
with the surface of the water, in order to strand those 
vessels that should come near them, were the hardest 
to force away. The divers, however, being induced 
by large sums of money, succeeded in removing these 
also, and most of the stakes were torn up; but then 
others were immediately driven in their places. The 
utmost efforts were used on both sides, in the attack 
as well as the defence. 

One circumstance which the besieged considered 
of the greatest importance, 3 was to attempt a second 
engagement both by sea and land, before the fleet, 
and other succours sent by the Athenians, should 
arrive. They had concerted fresh measures for a 
battle at sea, profiting by the errors they had commit¬ 
ted in the last engagement. The change made in the 
galleys was, their prows were now shorter, and at the 
same time stronger and more solid than before. For 
this purpose, they fixed great pieces of timber, pro¬ 
jecting forward, on each side of the prows; and to 
these pieces they joined beams by way of props. 
These beams extended to the length of six cubits on 
each side of the vessel, both within and without. By 
this they hoped to gain the advantage over the galleys 
of the Athenians, which did not dare, because of the 
weakness of their prow's, to attack an enemy in front, 
but only in flank; not to mention that should the 
battle be fought in the harbour, they w'ould not have 
room to spread themselves nor pass between two 
galleys, in which lay their greatest art; nor to tack 
about, after they should have been repulsed, in order 
to return to the charge; whereas the Syracusans, by 
their being masters of the whole extent of the har¬ 
bour, w r ould have all these advantages and might re¬ 
ciprocally assist one another. On these circumstances 
the latter founded their hopes of victory. 

Gylippus therefore first drew all the infantry out 
of the camp, and advanced towards that part of the 
contravallation of the Athenians which faced the city; 
whilst the troops of Olympia marched towards the 
other, and their galleys set sail. 

Nicias was unwilling to venture a second battle, 
saying, that as he expected a fresh fleet every mo¬ 
ment, and a strong reinforcement under Demosthenes, 
it would betray the greatest want of judgement should 
he, as his troops were inferior in number to those of 
the enemy, and already fatigued, hazard a battle with- 
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out being forced to it. On the contrary, Menander 
and Euthydemus,who had just before been appointed 
to share the command with Nicias till the arrival of 
Demosthenes, fired with ambition, and jealous of 
those generals, were eager to perform some great 
exploit, to bereave the one of his glory, and, if pos¬ 
sible, eclipse that of the other. The pretence they 
alleged on this occasion, was, the fame and reputation 
of Athens; and they asserted with so much vehe¬ 
mence, that it would be entirely destroyed should 
they shun the battle, as the Syracusans offered it 
them, that they at last forced Nicias to a compliance. 
The Athenians had seventy-five galleys, and the Sy¬ 
racusans eighty. 

The first day the fleets continued in sight of each 
other, in the great harbour, without engaging: and 
only a few skirmishes passed, after which both par¬ 
ties retired; and it was just the same with the land- 
forces. The Syracusans did not make the least move-^ 
meat the second day. Nicias, taking advantage of 
this inactivity, caused the transports to draw up in a 
line, at some distance from one another, in order that 
his galleys might retire behind them with safety, in 
case of a defeat. On the morrow, the Syracusans 
came up sooner than usual, when a great part of the 
day was spent in skirmishing, after which they retired. 
The Athenians did not suppose they would return, but 
imagined that fear had made them fly: but having re¬ 
freshed themselves with great diligence, and returning 
on board their galleys, they attacked the Athenians, 
who were far from expecting them. The latter being 
now forced to return immediately on board their 
ships, they entered them in great disorder, so that 
they had not time to draw them up in a line of battle, 
and most of the sailors were fasting. Victory did 
not long continue in suspense. The Athenians, after 
making a short and slight resistance, retired behind 
their line of transports. The enemy pursued them 
thither, and were stopped by the sailyards of those 
ships, to which were fixed dolphins of lead, 1 which, 
being very heavy, had they fallen on the enemy’s 
galleys, would have sunk them at once. The Athe¬ 
nians lost seven galleys in this engagement, and a 
great number of soldiers were either killed or taken 
prisoners. 

. This loss threw Nicias into the utmost consterna¬ 
tion. 2 All the misfortunes he had met with, ever 
since the time he had first enjoyed the supreme com¬ 
mand, came into his mind; and he now is involved in 
a greater than any of them, by his complying with the 
advice of his colleagues. Whilst he was revolving 
these gloomy ideas, Demosthenes’s fleet was seen 
coming forward in great pomp, and with such an 
air as must fill the enemy with dread: it was now 
the day after the battle. This fleet consisted of 
seventy-three galleys, on board of which were 5000 
fighting men, and about 3000 archers, slingers, and 
bowmen. All these galleys were richly trimmed; 
their prows being adorned with shining streamers, 
manned with stout rowers, commanded by good offi¬ 
cers, and echoing with the sound of clarions and 
trumpets; Demosthenes having affected an air of 
pomp and triumph, purposely to strike terror into 
the enemy. 

This gallant sight alarmed them indeed beyond 
expression. They did not see any end, or even the 
least suspension of their calamities; all they had 
hitherto done or suffered was as nothing, and their 
work was to begin again. What hopes could they 
entertain of being able to weary out the patience of 
the Athenians, since, though a hostile camp was in¬ 
trenched in the middle of Attica, they were however 
able to send a second army into Sicily, as considera¬ 
ble as the former; and their power, as well as their 
courage, seemed, notwithstanding all their losses, in¬ 
stead of diminishing, to increase daily? 

Demosthenes having made an exact inquiry into 
the state of things, imagined that it would not be 


» This engine, so violent wa3 its motion, broke through a 
galley from the deck to the hold. 
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proper for him to lose time as Nicias had done, who, 
having spread a universal terror at his first arrival, 
became afterwards the object of contempt, for having 
wintered in Catana, instead of going directly to Sy¬ 
racuse; and had afterwards given Gylippusan oppor¬ 
tunity of throwing troops into it. He flattered himself 
with the hopes, that he should be able to carry the 
city at the first attack, by taking advantage of the 
alarm which the news of his arrival would spread in 
every part of it, and by that means should immedi¬ 
ately put an end to the war: otherwise he intended 
to raise the siege, and no longer harass and lessen the 
troops by fighting battles never decisive; nor quite 
exhaust the city of Athens, by employing its treasures 
in needless expenses. 

Nicias, terrified by this bold and precipitate resolu¬ 
tion of Demosthenes, conjured himtiot to be so hasty, 
but to take time to weigh things deliberately, that he 
might have no cause to repent of what he should do. 
He observed to him, that the enemy would be ruined 
by delays; that their provisions as well as money 
were entirely exhausted; that their allies were going 
to abandon them5 that they must soon be reduced to 
such extremity, for want of provisions, as would force 
them to surrender, as they had before resolved; for 
there were certain persons in Syracuse who held a 
secret correspondence with Nicias, and exhorted him 
not to be impatient, because the Syracusans were tired 
with the war and with Gylippus; and that should the 
necessity to which they were reduced be ever so little 
increased, they would surrender at discretion. 

As Nicias did not explain himself clearly, and would 
not declare in express terms, that sure and certain 
advices were sent him of whatever was transacted in 
the city, his remonstrances were considered as an 
effect of the timidity and slowness with which he had 
always been reproached. “Such,” said they, “are 
his usual protraction, delays, distrusts, and fearful 
precaution, whereby he has deadened all the vivacity, 
and extinguished all the ardour of the troops, in not 
marching them immediately against the enemy; but, 
on the contrary, by deferring to attack them, till his 
own forces were weakened and despised.” This 
made the rest of the generals and all the officers come 
over to Demosthenes’s opinion, and Nicias himself 
was at last forced to acquiesce with it. 

Demosthenes, after having attacked to no purpose 
the wall which cut the contravallation of the besiegers, 
confined himself to the attack of EpipoUe, from a sup¬ 
position that should he once be master of it, the wall 
would be quite undefended. He therefore took pro¬ 
visions for five days, with workmen, implements, and 
erery thing necessary for him to defend that post 
after he should possess himself of it. As there was 
no going up to it in the day-time undiscovered, he 
marched thither in the night with all his forces, fol¬ 
lowed by Eurymedon and Menander; Nicias staying 
behind to guard the camp. They went up by the way 
of Euryelus, as before, unperceived by tne sentinels; 
attack the first entrenchment, and storm it, after kill¬ 
ing part of those who defended it. Demosthenes, not 
satisfied with this advantage, to prevent the ardour 
of his soldiers from cooling, and not delay the execu¬ 
tion of his designs, marches forward. During this in¬ 
terval, the forces of the city, sustained by Gylippus, 
march under arms out of the intrenchments. Being 
seized with astonishment, which the darkness of the 
night increased, they were immediately repulsed and 
put to flight. But as the Athenians advanced in dis¬ 
order, to force whatever might resist their arms, lest 
the enemy might rally again, should time be allowed 
them to breathe and recover from their surprise, they 
are stopped on a sudden by the Boeotians, who make 
a vigorous stand, and inarching against the Athenians 
with their pikes presented, repulse them with great 
shouts, and make a dreadful slaughter. This spreads 
a universal terror through the rest of the army. 
Those who fled either force along such as were ad¬ 
vancing to their assistance, or else, mistaking them 
for enemies, turn their arms against them. They now 
were all mixed indiscriminately, it being impossible to 
discriminate objects in the horrors of the night, which 
was not so gloomy as entirely to make them imper- 
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ceptible, nor yet light enough to distinguish those 
which were seen. The Athenians sought for one 
another to no purpose; and from their often asking 
the word , by which only they were able to know one 
another, a strange confusion of sounds was heard; 
which occasiooed no little disorder; not to mention 
that they, by this means, divulged the word to the 
enemy, and could not learn theirs; because, by their 
being together and in a body, they had no occasion to 
repeat it. In the mean time, those who were pursued, 
threw themselves from the top of the rocks, and many 
were dashed to pieces by the fall; arid as most of 
those who had escaped straggled from one another up 
and down the fields and woods, they were cut to pieces 
the next day by the enemy’s horse, who pursued them. 
Two thousand Athenians were slain in this engage¬ 
ment, and a great number of arms were taken; those 
who fled having thrown them away, that they might 
be the better able to escape over the precipices. 

SECTION XIV.— THE CONSTERNATION WITH 
WHICH THE ATHENIANS ARE SEIZED. THEY 
AGAIN HAZARD A SEA-FIGHT, AND ARE DEFEAT¬ 
ED. THEY RESOLVE TO RETIRE BY LAND. BE¬ 
ING CLOSE PURSUED BY THE SYRACUSANS, THEY 
SURRENDER. NICIAS AND DEMOSTHENES ARE 
SENTENCED TO DIE, AND EXECUTED. THE EF¬ 
FECT WHICH THE NEWS OF THE DEFEAT OF 
THE ARMY PRODUCES IN ATHENS. 

The Athenian generals, * 1 after sustaining so great 
a loss, were greatly perplexed, and did not know how 
to act in the present discouragement and despair of 
the troops, who died daily, either by the diseases of 
the autumn, or by the bad air of the fens near which 
they were encamped. Demosthenes was of opinion, 
that it would be proper for them to leave the coun¬ 
try immediately, since they had been so unsuccessful 
in so important an enterprise; especially as the sea¬ 
son was not too far advanced for sailing: and that 
they had ships enough to force a passage, in case thp 
enemy should dispute it with them. He declared, that 
it would be of much greater advantage to oblige the 
enemy to raise their blockade of Athens, than for 
them to continue that of Syracuse, by which they ex¬ 
hausted themselves to no purpose; that he was cer¬ 
tain they would not be reinforced by a new army; 
and that they could not hope to overcome the enemy 
with the weak one under tneir command. 

Nicias was sensible that the arguments his col¬ 
league used were very just, and he himself was of his 
opinion: but at the same time he was afraid, lest so 
public a confession of the weak condition to which 
they were reduced, and their resolution to leave Sicily 
(the report of which would certainly reach the ene¬ 
my,) should complete the ruin of their affairs, and 
perhaps make them unable to execute their resolution 
when they should attempt it. Besides, they had some 
little hopes left that the besieged, being themselves 
reduced to great extremity, by their absolute want of 
provisions and money, would at last be inclined to 
surrender upon honourable terms. Thus, although he 
was in reality uncertain and wavering, he insinuated, 
that he would not quit Sicily till the Athenians should 
have first sent orders for that purpose; as he well 
knew that otherwise they would be highly displeased: 
that as those who were to judge them had not been 
eye-witnesses of the state of things, they would be 
of a different opinion; and, at the instigation of some 
orator, certainly condemn them: that most of those 
men, who now exclaimed with the greatest vehemence 
against the difficulties they laboured under, would 
then change tlieii note, and accuse them of having 
been bribed to raise the siege: that knowing so well 
as he did the disposition and character of the Athe¬ 
nians, he chose to die gloriously by the enemy’s 
sword, rather than be ignominiously condemned by 
his fellow-citizens. 

These reasons, though they appeared very strong, 
were not yet able to convince Demosthenes; and it 
was still his opinion, that the only good choice they 

i Thucyd. 1. vii. p. 518—520. P!ut. in Nic. p. 588—542. 
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could make would be to retire. However, as he had 
been unsuccessful in his former project, he was afraid 
of insisting upon this; and he was the more inclined 
to accede to that of Nicias, from imagining, with 
many others, that this general might have some secret 
resource, as he was so firmly resolved to stay. 

Gylippus, 2 after having made the tour of Sicily, had 
brought a great body of troops with him. This new 
reinforcement terrified the Athenians exceedingly, 
whose army diminished daily by sickness; and they 
now began to repent their not having raised the siege, 
especially as the besieged were preparing to attack 
them both by sea and laud. Besides, Nicias no longer 
opposed this resolution, and only desired to have it 
kept secret. Orders were therefore given, as pri¬ 
vately as possible, for the fleet to prepare for setting 
sail with the utmost expedition. 

When all things were ready, the moment they were 
going to set sail (wholly unsuspected by the enemy, 
who were far from surmising they would leave Sicily 
so soon,) the moon was suddenly eclipsed in the mid¬ 
dle of the night, and lost all its splendour; which ter¬ 
rified Nicias and the whole arnij r , who, from igno¬ 
rance and superstition, were astonished at so sudden 
a change, the causes of which they did not know, and 
therefore dreaded the consequences of it. They then 
consulted the soothsayers; who, being equally unac¬ 
quainted with the reasons of this phenomenon, only- 
augmented their consternation. It was the custom, 
after such accidents had happened, to suspend their 
enterprise but for three days. The soothsayers pro¬ 
nounced, that he must not set sail till three times nine 
days were past (these are Thucydides’s words,) which 
doubtless was a mysterious number in the opinion of 
the people. Nicias, scrupulous to a fault, and full of 
a mistaken veneration for these blind interpreters of 
the will of the gods, declared that he would wait a 
whole revolution of the moon, and not return till the 
same day of the next month; as if he had not seen 
the planet very clearly the instant it had emerged 
from that part which was darkened by the interposi¬ 
tion of the earth’s body. 

But he was not allowed time for this. The news 
of the intended departure of the Athenians being 
soon spread over the city, a resolution was taken to 
attack the besiegers both by sea and land. The Sy¬ 
racusans began the first day by attacking the in- 
trenchments, and gained a slight advantage over the 
enemy. On the morrow they made a second attack; 
and at the same time sailed, with seventy-six galleys, 
against eighty-six of the Athenians. Eurymedon, 
who commanded the right of the Athenian fleet, hav¬ 
ing spread along the shore to surround them, this 
movement proved fatal to him; for as he was detach¬ 
ed from the body of the fleet, the Syracusans, after 
forcing the centre, attacked him; drove him vigor¬ 
ously into the gulf called Dascon, and there defeated 
him entirely. Eurymedon lost his life in the engage¬ 
ment. They afterwards gave chase to the rest of the 
gallej'S, and run them on shore. Gylippus, who com¬ 
manded the land army, seeing the Athenian galleys 
were forced aground, and not able to return into their 
staccado, came down with part of his troops, in order 
to charge the soldiers, in case they should be forced 
to run ashore; and to give his friends the more room 
to tow such galleys as they should have taken. How¬ 
ever, he was repulsed by the Tyrrhenians, who were 
posted on that side; and obliged by the Athenians, 
who flew to sustain them, to retire with some loss as 
far as the marsh called I^simelia, which lay near it. 
The latter saved most of their ships, eighteen except¬ 
ed, which were taken by the Syracusans, and their 
crews cut to pieces by them. After this, resolving to 
burn the rest, they filled an old vessel with combusti¬ 
ble materials; and having set fire to it, they drove it 
by the help of the wind against the Athenians, who 
nevertheless extinguished the fire and drove off the 
ship. 

Each side erected trophies; the Syracusans for the 
defeat of Eurymedon, and the advantage they had 
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g ained the day before; and the Athenians, for their 
aving driven part of the enemy into the marsh, and 
put the other part to flight. But the minds of the two 
nations were very differently disposed. The Syracu¬ 
sans, who had been thrown into the utmost conster¬ 
nation at the arrival of Demosthenes with his fleet, 
seeing themselves victorious in a naval engagement, 
resumed fresh hope, and assured themselves of a 
complete victory over their enemies. The Athenians, 
on the contrary, frustrated of their only resource, and 
overcome by sea, so contrary to their expectations, en¬ 
tirely lost courage, and had no thoughts but of retiring. 

The enemy, to deprive them ot all resource and 
prevent their escaping, shut the mouth of the great 
harbour, which was about 500 paces wide, with gal¬ 
leys placed across, and other vessels fixed with an¬ 
chors and iron chains, and at the same time made the 
requisite preparations for the battle in case they should 
have courage to engage again. When the Athenians 
saw themselves thus hemmed in, the generals and 
principal officers assembled, in order to deliberate on 
the present state of aflTairs. They were in absolute 
want of provisions, which was owing to their having 
forbidden the people of Catana to bring any, from the 
hopes they entertained of their being able to retire; 
and they could not procure any from other places, un¬ 
less they were masters of the sea. This made them 
resolve to venture a sea-fight. With this view, they 
determined to leave their old camp and their walls, 
which extended to the temple of Hercules; and to 
entrench themselves on the shore, near their ships, in 
ihe smallest compass possible. Their design was, to 
leave some forces in that place to guard their baggage 
and the sick; and to fight with the rest on board all 
the ships they had remaining. They intended to re¬ 
tire to Catana, in case they should be victorious; 
otherwise, to set fire to their ships, and to march by 
land to the nearest city belonging to their allies. 

This resolution being taken, Nicia9 immediately 
filled 110 galleys (the others having lost their oars) 
with the flower of his infantry; and drew up the rest 
of the forces, particularly the bowmen, in order of 
battle on the snore. As the Athenians dreaded very 
much the beaks of the Syracusan galleys, Nicias had 
provided harping-irons to grapple them, in order to 
break the force of the blow, and to come immediately 
to dose fight, as on shore. But the enemy perceiving 
this, covered their prows and upper part of their gal- 
levs with leather, to prevent their being so easily laid 
hold of. The commanders on both sides had em¬ 
ployed all their rhetoric to animate their men; and 
none could ever have prompted them from stronger 
motives; for the battle which was going to be fought, 
was to determine, not only theirlives and liberties, but 
also the fate of their country. 

The battle was very obstinate and bloody. The 
Athenians being arrived at the mouth of the port, 
easily took those ships which defended the entrance 
of it; but when they attempted to break the chain of 
the rest to widen the passage, the enemy came up 
from all quarters. As near 200 galleys came rushing 
on each side, towards one narrow place, there must 
necessarily be a very great confusion; and the vessels 
could not easily advance forward, or retire, nor turn 
about to renew the attack. The beaks of the galleys, 
for this reason, did very little execution; but there 
were very furious and frequent discharges. The 
Athenians :vere overwhelmed with a shower of stones, 
which always did execution from what place soever 
they were thrown; whereas they defended themselves 
only by shooting darts and arrows, which, by the mo¬ 
tion of the ships from the agitation of the sea, could 
not be well aimed, and by that means the greatest 

E art of them did little execution. Ariston the pilot 
ad given the Syracusans this counsel. These dis¬ 
charges being over, the soldiers, heavily armed, at¬ 
tempted to enter the enemy’s ships in order to fight 
hand to hand; and it often happened, that whilst 
they were climbing up one side, their own ships were 
entered on the other; and two or three ships would 
be grappled to one, which occasioned a great per¬ 
plexity and confusion. Farther, the noise of the snips 
that dashed one against the other, together with the 


different cries of the victors and vanquished, prevent¬ 
ed the orders of the officers from being heard. The 
Athenians wanted to force a passage, whatever might 
be the consequence, to secure their return into their 
own country; and this the enemy employed their ut¬ 
most efforts to prevent, in order that they might gain 
a more complete and more glorious victory. The two 
land armies, which were drawn up on the highest 
part of the shore, and the inhabitants of the city who 
were there, ran to the walls; whilst the rest, kneeling 
in the temples, were imploring Heaven to give suc¬ 
cess to their citizens: all these saw clearly, because 
of their little distance from the fleets, every thing that 
passed; and contemplated the battle as from an am¬ 
phitheatre, but not without great anxiety and terror. 
Attentive to, and shuddering at, every movement, and 
the several changes which happened, they discovered 
the interest they took in^ the battle, by their fears, 
their hopes, their grief, their joy, by different cries and 
different gestures; stretching out their hands, some¬ 
times towards the combatants to animate them, and 
at other times towards heaven, to implore the succour 
and protection of the gods. At last, the Athenian 
fleet, after sustaining a long battle and a vigorous re¬ 
sistance, was put to flight and driven against the 
shore. The Syracusans, who were spectators of this 
victory, conveyed to the whole city, by a universal 
shout, the news of this victory. The victors, now 
masters of the sea, and sailing with a favourable 
wind towards Syracuse, erected a trophy: whilst the 
Athenians, who were quite dejected and overpower¬ 
ed, did not do so much as request that their dead 
soldiers might be delivered to them, in order to pay 
the last sad duty to their remains. 

There now remained but two methods for them to 
choose; either to attempt the passage a second time, 
for which they had ships and soldiers sufficient, or to 
abandon their fleet to the enemy, and retire by land. 
Demosthenes proposed the former; but the sailors, in 
the deepest affliction, refused to obey, fully persuaded 
that it would be impossible for them to sustain a 
second engagement. The second method was there¬ 
fore resolved upon, and accordingly they prepared to 
set out in the night, to conceal the inarch of their army 
from the enemy. 

But Hermocrates, who suspected their design, was 
very sensible that it was of the utmost importance not 
to suffer so great a body of forces to escape; since 
they otherwise might fortify themselves in some cor¬ 
ner of the island, and renew the war. The Syracu¬ 
sans were at that time in the midst of their festivity 
and rejoicings; and thinking of nothing but how they 
might best divert themselves, after the toils they had 
sustained in fight. They were then solemnizing the 
festival of Hercules, which happened on that very day. 
To desire the Syracusans to take up arms again, m 
order to pursue the enemy; and to attempt to draw 
them from their diversions either by force or persua¬ 
sion, would have been to no purpose; for which rea¬ 
son another expedient was employed. Hermocrate 9 
sent out a few horsemen, who were to pass for friends 
of the Athenians, and ordered them tn cry aloud: 
Tell Nicias not to retire till day-light, for the Syra¬ 
cusans lie in ambush for him, and have seized on ihe 
passes. This false advice stopped Nicias at once; 
and he did not even set out the next clay, in order 
that the soldiers might have more time to prepare for 
their departure; and carry oft’what might be neces¬ 
sary for their subsistence, and abandon the rest. 

The enemy had time enough for seizing the ave¬ 
nues. The next morning early they possessed them¬ 
selves of the most difficult passes, fortified those 
places where the river was fordable, broke down the 
bridges, and spread detachments of horse up and down 
the plain; so that there was not one place through 
which the Athenians could pass without fighting. 
They set out. upon their march the third day after the 
battle, with the design to retire to Catana. The whole 
army was in an inexpressible consternation, at the sight 
of the dead or dying, some of whom were left exposed 
to wild beasts, and the rest to the cruelty of the enemy. 
Those who were sick and wounded conjured them 
with tears to take them along with the army, and held 
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by their clothes when they were going; or else, drag¬ 
ging themselves after them, followed them as far as 
their strength would permit; and, when this failed, 
they had recourse to tears, sighs, imprecations; and 
sending up towards heaven plaintive and dying 
groans, they called upon the gods as well as men to 
avenge their cruelty, whilst every place echoed with 
lamentations. 

The whole army was in as deplorable a condition. 
All men were seized with the deepest melancholy. 
They were inwardly tortured with rage and anguish, 
when they represented to themselves the greatness 
from which they were fallen, the extreme misery to 
which they were reduced, and the still greater evils 
from which they foresaw it would be impossible for 
them to escape. They could not bear the comparison, 
for ever present in their thoughts, of the triumphant 
state in which they had left Athens, in the midst of 
the good wishes and acclamations of the people; with 
the ignominy of their retreat, aggravated by the cries 
and imprecations of their relations and fellow-citizens. 

But the most melancholy part of the spectacle, and 
that which most deserved compassion, was Nicias. 
Dejected and worn out by a tedious illness; deprived 
of the most necessary things, at a time when his 
age and infirmities required them most: pierced, not 
only with his private grief, but still more with that of 
others, all which preyed upon his heart; this great 
man, superior to all his misfortunes, thought of nothing 
but how he might best comfort his soldiers, and revive 
their courage. He ran up and down in all places, 
crying aloud, that matters were not yet desperate, and 
that other armies had escaped from greater dangers; 
that they ought not to accuse themselves, or grieve 
immoderately, for misfortunes which they had not 
occasioned; that if they had offended some god, his 
vengeance must be satiated by this time; that for¬ 
tune, after having so long favoured the enemy, would 
at last be tired ofpersecuting them; that their bravery 
and their numbers made them still formidable (being 
still near 40,000 strong;) that no city in Sicily would 
be able to withstand them, nor prevent their settling 
wherever they might think proper; that they had no 
more to do but to take care severally of themselves, 
and march in good order; that by a prudent and good 
retreat, which was now become their only resource, 
they would not only save themselves, but also their 
country, and enable it to recover its former grandeur. 

The army marched in two bodies, both drawn up 
in the form of a phalanx; the first being commanded 
by Nicias, and tne second by Demosthenes, with the 
baggage in the centre. Being come to the river Ana- 
pis, they forced the passage, and afterwards were at¬ 
tacked by all the enemy’s cavalry, as well as archers, 
who discharged perpetually upon them. They were 
annoyed in this manner during several clays’ march; 
every one of the passes being guarded, and the Athe¬ 
nians being obliged to dispute every inch of their way. 
The enemy were unwilling to hazard a battle against 
an army which despair alone might render invincible; 
and the instant the Atbeuians presented the Syracu¬ 
sans battle, the latter retired; but whenever the for¬ 
mer proceeded on their march, they advanced and 
charged them in their retreat. 

Demosthenes and Nicias, seeing the miserable con¬ 
dition to which the troops were reduced, being in ex¬ 
treme want of provisions, and great numbers of them 
wounded, judged it advisable to retire towards the 
sea, by a quite contrary way to that in which they 
then marched, and to make directly for Camarina and 
Gela, instead of proceeding to Catana, as they first 
intended. They set out in the night, after lighting a 
great number of fires. The retreat was made in great 
confusion and disorder, as generally happens to great 
armies during the gloomy horrors of the night, es¬ 
pecially when the enemy is not far off. However, 
the van-guard, commanded by Nicias, went forward 
in good order; but above half the rear-guard, with 
Demosthenes at their head, quitted the main body, 
and lost their way. On the next day the Syracusans, 
who, on the report of their retreat, had marched with 
extraordinary diligence, came up with him about noon; 
and having surrounded him with their horse, they 


drove him into a narrow place enclosed with a wall, 
where his soldiers fought like lions. Perceiving, at the 
close of the day, that they were oppressed with fatigue 
and covered with wounds, they gave the islanders 
leave to retire, which some of them accepted; and af¬ 
terwards spared the lives of the rest, who surrendered 
at discretion with Demosthenes, after having stipulat¬ 
ed that they should not be pul to death, nor sentenced 
to perpetual imprisonment. About 6000 soldiers sur¬ 
rendered on these conditions. 

Nicias arrived on the same evening at the river Eri- 
neus, and passing it, encamped on a mountain, where 
the enemy came up with him the next day, and sum¬ 
moned him to surrender at discretion, as Demosthenes 
had done. Nicias could not persuade himself at first 
that what they told him concerning that general was 
true, and therefore desired leave to send some horse for 
information. Upon their returning with the news that 
Demosthenes had really surrendered in that man¬ 
ner, Nicias offered to pay the expenses of the ivar, 
upon condition that they would permit him to leave 
the country with his forces, and to give as many Athe¬ 
nians for hostages as he should be obliged to pay 
talents. But the enemy rejected this proposal with 
disdain and insolence, and renewed the attack. Ni¬ 
cias, though in absolute want of all things, neverthe¬ 
less sustained the charge the whole night, and marched 
towards the river Asinarus. When they were got to 
the banks of it, the Syracusans coming up with them, 
drove most of them into the stream; the rest having 
already voluntarily plunged into it to quench their 
thirst. Here the greatest and most bloody carnage 
was made, the poor wretches being butchered without 
the least pity as they were drinking. Nicias finding 
all lost, and unable to bear this dismal spectacle, 
surrendered at discretion; upon condition that Gylip- 
us should discontinue the fight,and spare the rest of 
is army. A great number were killed, and more 
taken prisoners, so that all Sicily was filled with them 
The Athenians seem to have been displeased with 
their general, 1 for surrendering in this manner at dis¬ 
cretion; and for this reason his name was omitted in 
a public monument, on which were engraved the 
names of those commanders wbo had lost their lives 
in fighting for their country. 

The victors adorned, with the arms taken from the 
prisoners, the finest and largest trees on the banks of 
the river, and made a kind of trophies of those trees; 
and crowding themselves with chaplets of flowers, 
dressing their horses in the richest caparisons, and 
cropping the manes of those of their enemies, they 
entered triumphantly into Syracuse, after having hap¬ 
pily terminated the most considerable war in which 
they had ever been engaged with the Greeks; and 
won. by their strength and valour, a most signal and 
complete victory. The next day a council was held, 
to deliberate on what was to be done with the pri¬ 
soners. Diodes, one of the leaders of the greatest 
authority among the people, proposed, that all the 
Athenians who were born of free parents, and all 
such Sicilians as had joined with them, should be im¬ 
prisoned in the quarries, and only two measures of 
Hour, and one of water, given them daily; that the 
slaves and all the allies should be publicly sold; and 
that the two Athenian generals should be first scour¬ 
ged with rods and afterwards put to death. 

This last article was exceedingly disliked by all 
wise and moderate Syracusans. 2 Hermocrates, who 
was very famous for his probity and justice, attempted 
to make some remonstrances to the people, but they 
would not hear him; and the shouts which echoed on 
all sides, prevented him from continuing his speech. 
At that instant, an ancient man, 3 venerable for his 
age and gravity, who in this war had lost two sons, 
the only heirs to his name and estate, made his ser¬ 
vants carry him to the tribunal, and the instant he 
appeared a profound silence ensued. “You here be¬ 
hold,” says he, “an unfortunate father, who has felt 
more than any other Syracusan the fatal effects of 
this war, by the death of two sons, who formed all the 
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consolation, and were the only supports, of my old 
age. I cannot indeed forbear admiring their courage 
nnd felicity, in sacrificing to their country’s welfare, a 
life which they would one day have been deprived of 
by the common course of nature: but then I cannot 
but be strongly affected with the cruel wound which 
their death has made in my heart; nor forbear hating 
and detesting the Athenians, the authors of this un¬ 
happy war, as the murderers of my children. But, 
however, I cannot conceal one circumstance, which 
is, that 1 am less sensible to my private affliction, than 
to the honour of my country, and I see it ready to ex¬ 
pose itself to eternal infamy, by the barbarous advice 
(which is now given you. The Athenians indeed merit 
the worst treatment, and every kind of punishment 
that can be inflicted on them, for so unjustly declaring 
war against us; but have not the gods, the avengers 
of crimes, punished them and revenged us sufficient¬ 
ly? When their generals laid down their arms and 
surrendered, did they not do this in the hopes of 
having their lives spared? And if we put them to 
death, will it be possible for us to avoid the just re¬ 
proach, of our having violated the law of nations, 
and dishonoured our victory by the most barbarous 
cruelty? What! will you suffer your glory to be thus 
sullied in the face of the whole world; and have it 
said, that a nation, who first dedicated a temple in 
their city to Clemency, found /lot any in yours? 
Surely victories and triumphs do not give immortal 
glory to a city; but the exercising mercy towards a 
vanquished enemy, the using moderation in the great¬ 
est prosperity, and fearing to offend the gods by a 
haughty and insolent pride. You doubtless have not 
forgotten that this Nicias, whose fate you are going to 
pronounce, was the very man who pleaded your cause 
in the assembly of the Athenians; and employed all 
his credit, and the whole power of his eloquence, to 
dissuade his country from embarking in this war. 
Should you therefore pronounce sentence of death on 
this worthy general, would it be a just reward for the 
teal he showed for your interests? With regard to 
myself, death would be less grievous to me than the 
sight of so horrid an injustice, committed by my coun¬ 
trymen and fellow-citizens.” 

The people, seemed moved to compassion at this 
speech, especially as, when this venerable old man 
first ascended the tribunal, they expected to hear him 
cry aloud for vengeance on those wno had brought all 
his calamities upon him, instead cf suing for their par¬ 
don. But the enemies of the Athenians having ex¬ 
patiated, with vehemence, on the unheard-of cruelties 
which their republic had exercised on several cities 
belonging to tneir enemies, and even to their ancient 
allies: the inveteracy which their commanders had 
shown against Syracuse, and the evils they would 
have made it suffer, had they been victorious; the 
afflictions and groans of infinite numbers of Syracu¬ 
sans, who bewailed the death of their children and 
near relations, whose manes could be appeased no 
other way than by the blood of their murderers; on 
these representations, the people returned to their 
sanguinary resolution, and followed Diocles’s advice 
in every respect. Gylippus used his utmost endea¬ 
vours, but in vain, to have Nicias and Demosthenes 
given up to him (especially as he had taken them,) in 
order to carry them to Lacedaemon. But his demand 
was rejected with a haughty scorn, and the two gene¬ 
rals were put to death. 

All wise and moderate men could not forbear shed¬ 
ding tears at the tragical fate of these two illustrious 
personages; and particularly for Nicias, who, of all 
men of his time, seemed least to merit so ignominious 
and untimely an end. When people recollected the 
speeches and remonstrances he had made to prevent 
this war; and, on the other side, when they consider¬ 
ed how high a regard he had always retained for things 
relating to religion; the greatest part of them were 
tempted to exclaim against Providence, when they saw 
a man, who had ever shown the highest reverence for 
the gods, and had always exerted himself to the ut¬ 
most for their honour and worship, so ill rewarded 
by them, and meeting with no better fate than the 
moot abandoned wretches. But it is no wonder that 


the calamities of good men should inspire the heath¬ 
ens with such thoughts, and make them murmur and 
despond; since they did not know the holiness of the 
Divine Being, nor the corruption of human nature. 

The prisoners were shut up in the quarries {(he 
public prisons of Syracuse;') where, crowded one 
upon the other, they suffered incredible torments for 
eight months. Here they were for ever exposed to 
the inclemencies of the weather; scorched in the day¬ 
time by the burning ray9 ot the sun, or frozen in the 
night by the colds of autumn; poisoned by the stench 
of their own excrements, by the carcases of those who 
died of their wounds and of sickness; in fine, worn 
out by hunger and thirst: for the daily allowance to 
each was but a small measure of water, and two of 
meal. Those who were taken out of this place two 
months after, in order to be sold as slaves (many of 
whom were citizens who had concealed their condi¬ 
tion,) found a less rigorous fate, Their wisdom, their 
patience, and a certain air of probity and modesty, 
were of great advantage to them; for they were either 
soon restored to their liberty, or met with the kindest 
and most generous treatment from their masters. 
Several of them eveo owed the good usage they met 
with to Euripides, the finest scenes of whose tragedies 
they repeated to the Sicilians, who were extremely 
fond of them; so that when they returned to their 
own country, they went and saluted that poet as their 
deliverer; and informed him of the admirable effect 
wrought in their favour by his verses. 

The news of the defeat being carried to Athens, 1 
the citizens would not believe it at first; and were so 
far from giving credit to it, that they sentenced that 
man to death who had first published it. But when it 
was confirmed, all the Athenians were seized with 
the utmost consternation; and, as if themselves had 
not decreed the war, they vented their rage and re¬ 
sentment against the orators who had promoted the 
enterprise, "as well as against the soothsayers, who, 
by their oracles of fictitious prodigies, had flattered 
them with the hopes of success. They had never been 
reduced to so deplorable a condition as at present, 
having neither horse, foot, money, galleys, nor marin¬ 
ers; in a word, they were in the deepest despair, ex¬ 
pecting every moment that the enemy, elate with so 
great a victory, and strengthened by the revolt of the 
allies, would come and invade Athens both by sea and 
land, with all the forces of Peloponnesus. Cicero had 
reason to observe, 2 speaking of the battles in the har¬ 
bour of Syracuse, that it was there that the troops of 
Athens, as well as their galleys, were ruined and sunk; 
and that, in this harbour, the power and glory of the 
Athenians were miserably shipwrecked. 

The Athenians, however, did not suffer themselves 
to be wholly dejected, and resumed courage. They 
now resolved to raise money on all sides, and to im¬ 
port timber for building of ships, in order to awe the 
allies, and particularly the inhabitants of the island of 
Euboea. They retrenched all superfluous expenses, and 
established a new council of ancient men, who were 
to weigh and examine all affairs before they should be 
proposed to the people. In fine they omitted nothing 
which might be of service in the present conjuncture; 
the alarm in which they were, ana their common dan¬ 
ger, obliging every individual to be attentive to the 
necessities of the state, and docile to all advice that 
might promote its interests. 


CHAPTER II. 

SECTION I.— CONSEQUENCES OF THE DEFEAT OF 
THE ATHENIANS IN SICILY. REVOLT OF THE 
ALLIES. ALCIEIADES GROWS INTO GREAT POWER 
WITH TISSAPIIERNES. 

Nineteenth, and hoeniicth years of the IVur. 
The defeat of the Athenians 3 be- ^ M 3591 
fore Syracuse was the cause of great . . n J , n * 
movements throughout all Greece. 

i Thucyd. 1. viii. p. 551—553. Plut. de Garrulit. p. 509. 

» Hie primum opes ill'uis rivitatis victre, eomminutae, de- 
press®qne sunt: in hoe portu Alhonietisium, nohilmiii*. im 
perii, "lari® naufragium factum existimatur. Cic. in. Verr 
7. n. 97. ~ ■ Thucyd. 1. viii. p. 553 
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The states, who had not yet joined either side, and 
waited to be determined by the event, resolved to de¬ 
clare against them. The allies of the Lacedaemonians 
believed, that the time was come to deliver them for 
ever from the expenses of a war which lay very heavy 
upon them, by tne speedy and final ruin of Athens. 
Those of the Athenians, who followed them only out 
of constraint, seeing no appearance of any future re¬ 
source for that republic, after the dreadful blow it had 
received, thought it best to take advantage of so fa¬ 
vourable a conjuncture for throwing oft" the yoke of 
dependence, and resuming their liberty. Dispositions 
of this kind inspired the Lacedaemonians with great 
views, which were supported by the hopes they had 
conceived, that their Sicilian allies would join then) 
in the spring with a naval army, augmented by the 
ruin of the Athenian fleet. 

In fact, 1 the people of Euboea, Chio, and Lesbos, 
with several others, gave the Lacedaemonians to un¬ 
derstand, that they were readj f to quit the party of the 
Athenians if they would take them under their pro¬ 
tection. At the same time came deputies fromTissa- 

E hemes and Pharnabazus. The first was governor of 
ydia and Ionia, the other of the Hellespont. Those 
viceroys of Darius wanted neither application nor zeal 
for the interest of their master. Tissaphernes, pro¬ 
mising to furnish the Lacedaemonians, with all the 
necessary expenses for their troops, pressed them to 
arm directly, and to join him; because the Athenian 
fleet prevented him from levying the usual contribu¬ 
tions in his province; and had put it out of his power 
to remit those of the preceding years to the king. He 
hoped besides with that powerful aid to get into his 
hands with more ease a certain nobleman who had re¬ 
volted in Caria, and whom he had the king’s orders to 
6 end him dead or alive. This was Amorges, a bastard 
of Pissuthnes. Pharnabazus at the same time de¬ 
manded ships to draw off the cities of the Hellespont 
from their subjection to the Athenians; who prevented 
him also from levying the tributes of his government. 

The Lacedaemonians thought it proper to begin by 
satisfying Tissaphernes; and the influence of Alcibi- 
ades contributed very much to the taking that reso¬ 
lution. He embarked with Chalcidaeus for Chio, 
which took up arms upon their arrival, and declared 
for the Lacedaemonians. Upon the news of this re¬ 
volt, the Athenians resolved to take the 1000 talents 
out of the treasury, 2 which had been deposited there 
from the beginning of the war, after having repealed 
the decree which prohibited it. Miletus also revolt¬ 
ed soon after. Tissaphernes, having joined his troops 
with those of Sparta, attacked and took the city of 
Iasus, in which Amorges had shut himself up, 3 who 
was taken alive and sent into Persia. That governor 
gave a month’s pay to the whole army, at a drachma, 
or ten-pence, a day to each soldier, observing that he 
had orders to give them only half that sum for the 
future. 

It was at this time that Chalcidseus made a treaty 
with Tissaphernes in the name of the Lacedaemoni¬ 
ans, 4 of which one of the principal articles ivas, that 
all the country which had been subject to the king or 
his predecessors should remain in his hands. It was 
renewed some time after by Theramancs, another ge¬ 
neral of the Lacedaemonians, with some small altera¬ 
tions. But when this treaty came to be examined at 
Sparta, it was found, that too great concessions had 
been made to the king of Persia, in giving up all the 
places held by himself or his ancestors, as this was to 
make him master of the greatest part of Greece, of 
Thessaly, Locris, and the whole country as far as 
Boeotia, without mentioning the islands; from whence 
the Lacedaemonians would appear rather to have en¬ 
slaved Greece, than re-establisned its liberty. It was 
therefore necessary to make farther alterations in it, 
with which Tissaphernes and the other governors 
made great difficulties to comply. A new treaty was 
however concluded, as we shall gee in the sequel. 

In the mean time, several cities of Ionia declared 
for Lacedaemon, to which Alcibiades contributed very 


much. Agis, 5 who was already his enemy in conse¬ 
quence of the injury he had received from him, could 
not endure the glory he had acquired; for nothing 
was done without the advice of Alcibiades, and it was 
generally said, that the success of all enterprises was 
owing to him. The most powerful and ambitious of 
the Spartans, from the same sentiments of jealousy, 
looked upon him with an evil eye, and at length, by 
their intrigues, obliged the principal magistrates tQ 
send orders into Ionia for putting him to death. A1 
cibiades being secretly apprised of this order, did nol 
discontinue nis services to the Lacedaemonians, but 
kept himself so well upon his guard, that he avoided 
all the snares which were laid Tor him. 

For his better security he threw 
himself into the protection of Tis- A. M. 3593. 
saphernes, the great king’s governor Ant. J. C. 411. 
at Sardis, and was not long without 
seeing himself in the highest degree of credit and au¬ 
thority in the court of the barbarian. For this Per¬ 
sian, who was full of fraud and artifice, a great friend 
to knaves and bad men, and set no value upon simpli¬ 
city and integrity, infinitely admired the versatility of 
Alcibiades, the ease with which he assumed all kind 
of manners and characters, and his great ability in 
the conduct of affairs. And indeed there was no 
heart so hard, or temper so untractable, as to hold 
out against the graces and charms of his conversation 
and intimacy. Even those who feared and envied him 
most, enchanted in a manner by his affable and en¬ 
gaging behaviour, could not dissemble the infinite sa¬ 
tisfaction they felt in seeing and conversing with him. 

Tissapherues therefore^ though otherwise very 
haughty and brutal, and the man who of all the Per¬ 
sians most hated the Greeks, was so much taken with 
the complaisance and insinuations of Alcibiades, that 
he gave himself wholly up to him, and flattered him 
more than he was flattered by him: insomuch that he 
gave the name of Alcibiades to the finest and most 
delightful of his gardens, as well from the abundance 
of its fountains and canals, and the verdure of its 
groves, as the surprising beauty of its retreats and so¬ 
litudes, which art and nature seemed to vie with each 
other in embellishing, and wherein a more than royal 
magnificence was displayed. 

Alcibiades, who found there was no longer any 
safety for him in the party of the Spartans, and who 
always apprehended the resentment of Agis, began to 
do them ill offices with Tissaphernes, to prevent his 
aiding them with all his forces, and ruining the Athe¬ 
nians entirely. lie had no difficulty in bringing the 
Persian into his views, which were conformable to his 
master’s interests, and to the orders he had received 
from him. For, ever since the famous treaty con¬ 
cluded under Cimon, the kings of Persia, not daring 
to attack the Greeks with open force, took other mea¬ 
sures to ruin them. They endeavoured covertly to 
excite divisions amongst them, and to foment troubles 
by considerable sums of money, which they found 
means to convey sometimes to Athens, and sometimes 
to Sparta. They applied themselves so successfully 
to keep up a balance of power between those two re¬ 
publics, that the one could never entirely reduce the 
other. They granted them only slight aids, that could 
effect nothing decisive, in order to undermine them 
insensibly, and exhaust both parties gradually, by- 
weakening them by the means of one another. 

It is in this kind of conduct, that policy makes the 
ability of ministers consist; who from the recess of 
their cabinets, without noise or commotion, without 
any great expenses, or setting numerous armies on 
foot, succeed in weakening the states whose power 
gives them umbrage, either by sowing domestic divi¬ 
sions among them, or by promoting the jealousy of 
their neighbours, in order to set them at variance 
with each other.- 

We must confess, however, that this kind of policy 
gives us no very favourable idea of the kings of Per¬ 
sia. To reduce themselves, powerful as they were, 
to such mean, obscure, and indirect measures, was to 


* Thucvd.I. viii. p.577—579. Plot, in Alcib. p.204. Diod. 
p. 164,165. 


i Thocyd.!. viii. p. 555—558. a Three millions of livres. 
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confess their weakness, and their inability, as they be¬ 
lieved, to attack their enemies with open force, and to 
reduce them by honourable means. Besides, is it con¬ 
sistent with justice to employ such methods towards 
states, against whom there is no foundation of com¬ 
plaint, who live in peace under the faith of treaties, 
and whose sole crime is the apprehension of their 
being one day in a condition to do hurt? Is it lawful 
by secret bribes to lay snares to the fidelity of sub¬ 
jects, and to be the accomplice of their treasons, by 
putting arms into their hands against their native 
country? 

What glory and renown would not the kings of 
Persia have acquired, if, content with the vast end 
rich dominions which Providence had given them, 
they had employed their good offices, power, and 
even treasures, to reconcile the neighbouring states 
with each other; to remove their jealousies, to pre¬ 
vent injustice and oppression; and if, feared and hon¬ 
oured by them all, they had made themselves the 
mediators of their differences, the security of their 
peace, and the guarantee of their treaties. Can any 
conquest, however great, be compared with such 
glory? 

Tissaphernes acted upon other principles, and had 
no thought but of preventing the Greeks from being 
in a condition to attack the Persians, their common 
enemy. He therefore entered freely into the views 
of Alcibiades, and at the same time that he declared 
himself openly for the Lacedaemonians, did not fail to 
assist the Athenians underhand, and by a thousand 
secret methods; deferring the payment of the Lace¬ 
daemonian fleet, and retarding the arrival of the Phce- 
nician ships, of which he had long kept them in hopes. 
He omitted no occasion of giving Alcibiades new 
marks of his friendship and esteem, which rendered 
that general equally considerable to both parties. The 
Athenians, who had sadly experienced the effects of 
having drawn his anger upon them, were not now to 
repent their passing sentence of condemnation upon 
him. Alcibiades also on his side extremely sorry to 
gee the Athenians in so mournful a situation, began 
to fear that if the city of Athens were to be entirely 
ruined, he might fall into the hands of the Spartans, 
who mortally hated him. 

SECTION II.— THE RETURN OF ALCIBIADES TO 

ATHENS NEGOTIATED UPON CONDITION OF ES¬ 
TABLISHING THE ARISTOCRATICAL, IN THE ROOM 

OF THE DEMOCRATICAL GOVERNMENT. TISSA- 

PHERNES CONCLUDES A NEW TREATY WITH THE 

LACEDEMONIANS. 

The Athenians were intent upon nothing so much 
as Samos, 1 where they had all their forces. From 
theDcewith their fleet they reduced all the cities that 
had abandoned them under their obedience, kept the 
rest in their duty, and found themselves still in a con¬ 
dition to make head against their enemies, over whom 
they had obtained several advantages. But they were 
afraid of Tissaphernes, and the 150 Phoenician ships 
which he hourly expected; and rightly perceived that, 
if so powerful a fleet should join the enemy, there was 
no longer any safety for their city. Alcibiades, who 
was well informed of all that passed among the Athe¬ 
nians, sent secretly to the principal of them at Samos, 
to sound their sentiments, and to let them know, that 
he was not averse to returning to Athens, provided 
the administration of the republic were put into the 
hands of the great and powerful, and not left to the 
populace, who had expelled him. Some of the prin¬ 
cipal officers went from Samos, with design to concert 
with him the proper measures for the success of that 
undertaking. He promised to procure the Athenians 
not only the favour of Tissaphernes, but of the king 
himself, upon condition they would abolish the demo¬ 
cracy or popular government; because the king would 
lace more confidence in the engagements of the no- 
ility, than upon those of the inconstant and capri¬ 
cious multitude. 

The deputies lent a willing ear to these proposals, 
gnd conceived great hopes of exonerating themselves 


from part of the public impositions, because as they 
were the richest ot the people, the burden lay heaviest 
upon them, and of making their country triumph after 
having possessed themselves of the government. At 
their return, they began by bringing over such as were 
most proper to share in their design; after wbich they 
caused a report to be spread amongst the troops, that 
the king was inclined to declare in favour of the Athe¬ 
nians, and to pay the ariliy, upon condition that Alci¬ 
biades were reinstated, and the popular government 
abolished. That proposal surprised the soldiers, and 
was generally rejected at first; but the charm of gain, 
and the hope of change to their advantage, soon 
softened what was harsh and offensive in it, and even 
made them ardently desire the recall of Alcibiades. 

Phrynicus, one of their generals, rightly judging 
that Alcibiades cared as little for an oligarchy as he 
did for the democracy, and that in decrying the peo¬ 
ple’s conduct, he had no other view than to acquire 
the favour and confidence of the nobility for his own 
re-establishment, had the boldness to oppose the re¬ 
solutions, which were about to take place. He re¬ 
presented, that the change they meditated might very 
probably excite a civil war to the ruin of the state; 
that it was very unlikely that the king of Persia would 
prefer the alliance of the Athenians to that of the Spar¬ 
tans, which was so much more advantageous to him; 
that this change would not retain the allies in their 
duty, nor bring over those who had renounced it, as 
they would persist in preferring their liberty; that the 
government of a small number of rich and powerful 
persons would not be more favourable to either the 
citizens or allies than that of the people, because am¬ 
bition was the great cause of all misfortunes in a re¬ 
public, and the rich were the sole promoters of all 
troubles for the aggrandizing of themselves; that a 
state suffered more oppressions and violences under 
the rule of the nobility than under that of the people, 
whose authority kept the former within due bounds, 
and was the asylum of such as they desired to oppress; 
that the allies were too well acquainted with these 
truths from their own experience, to want any lessons 
upon the subject. 

These remonstrances, wise as they were, had no 
effect. Pisander was sent to Athens with some of the 
same faction, to propose the return of Alcibiades, an 
alliance with Tissaphernes, and the abolition of the 
democracy. Th e y represented that, by changing the 
government, and recalling Alcibiades, Athens might 
obtain a powerful aid from the king of Persia, which 
would be a certain means to triumph over Spartp, 
Upon this proposal great numbers exclaimed against 
it, and especially the enemies of Alcibiades. They 
alleged, amongst other reasons, the imprecations pro¬ 
nounced by the priests, and all the other ministers of 
religion against him, and even against snch as should 
propose to recall him. But Pisander, advancing into 
the midst of the assembly, demanded, whether they 
knew any oiher means to save the republic in thede- 
plorable’condition to which it was reduced: and as it 
was admitted there were none, he added that the pre¬ 
servation of the state was the question, and not the 
authority of the laws, which might be provided for in 
the sequel; but at present there was no other method 
for the attainment of the king’s friendship and that of 
Tissaphernes. Though this change was very offen¬ 
sive to the people, they gave their consent to it at 
length, with thG hope of re-establishing the democracy 
hereafter, as Pisander had promised; and they decreed 
that he should go with ten more deputies to treat with 
Alcibiades and Tissaphernes, and that in the mean 
time Phrynicus should be recalled, and another gen¬ 
eral appointed to command the fleet in his stead. 

The deputies did not find Tissaphernes in so good 
a disposition as they had been made to hope. He 
was afraid of the Lacedaemonians, but was unwilling 
to render the Athenians too powerful. It was his 
policy, by the advice of Alcibiades, to leave the two 
parties always at war, in order to weaken and con¬ 
sume them by each other. He therefore made great 
difficulties. He demanded at first, that the Atheni¬ 
ans should abandon all Ionia to him, and afterwards 
insisted upon their adding the neighbouring islands. 


* Thucycl. I. viii. p. 579—587. Plul. in Alcib. p. 204—206. 
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Those demands being complied with, he farther re- 
uired, in a third interview, permission to fit out a 
eet, and to cruise in the Grecian seas; which had 
been expressly provided against in the celebrated 
treaty concluded with Artaxerxes. The deputies 
thereupon broke up the conferences with indignation, 
end perceived that Alcibiades had imposed upon 
them. 

Tissaphernes, without loss of time, concluded a 
new treaty with the Lacedaemonians; in which, what 
had displeased in the two preceding treaties was re¬ 
trenched. The article, which yielded to Persia the 
countries in general, that had been in the actual pos¬ 
session of the reigning king Darius, or his predeces¬ 
sors, was limited to the provinces of Asia. The king 
engaged to defray all expenses of the Lacedaemonian 
fleet, in the condition it then was, till the arrival of 
that of Persia; after which they were to support it 
themselves; unless they should choose that the king 
should pay it, to be reimbursed after the conclusion 
of the war. It was farther agreed, that they should 
unite their forces, and continue the war, or make 
eace, by common consent. Tissaphernes, to keep 
is promise, sent for the fleet of Phoenicia. This 
treaty was made in the eleventh year of Darius, and 
the twentieth of the Peloponnesian war. 

SECTION III.— tiie whole authority of the 

ATHENIAN GOVERNMENT HAVING BEEN VESTED 
IN 400 PERSONS, THEY MAKE A TYRANNICAL 
ABUSE OF THEIR POWER, AND ARE DEPOSED. 
ALCIBIADES IS RECALLED. AFTER VARIOUS AC¬ 
CIDENTS, AND SEVERAL CONSIDERABLE VICTO¬ 
RIES, HE RETURNS IN TRIUMPH TO ATHENS, AND 
IS APPOINTED GENERAIJSSIMO. HE CAUSES THE 
GREAT MYSTERIES TO BE CELEBRATED, AND 
DEPARTS WITH THE FLEET. 

From the twenty-first to the twenty fifth year of the 
War. 

PlSANDER, 1 at his return to Athens, found the 
change he had proposed at his setting out much for¬ 
warded, to which he soon after put the last hand. To 
give a form of this new government, he caused ten 
commissioners with absolute power to be appointed, 
who were however at a certain fixed time to give the 
people an account of what they had done. At the 
expiration of that term, the general assembly was 
summoned, wherein their first resolution was, that 
every one should be admitted to make such proposals 
as he thought fit, without being liable to any accusa¬ 
tion of infringing the law, or to any penalty in conse¬ 
quence. It was afterwards decreed, that a new 
council should be formed, with full power to admin¬ 
ister the public affairs, and to elect new magistrates. 
For this purpose five presidents were established, 
who nominated 100 persons, including themselves, 
Each of these chose and associated three more at his 
own pleasure, which made in all 400, in whom an 
absolute power was lodged. But to amuse the peo¬ 
ple, and to console them with a shadow of popular 
government, whilst they instituted a real oligarchy, 
it was said that the Four Hundred should call a coun¬ 
cil of 5000 citizens, to assist them when they should 
judge it necessary. The council and assemblies of 
the people were held as usual: nothing was done 
however but by the order of the Four Hundred. The 
people of Athens were deprived in this manner of 
their liberty, which they had enjoyed almost a hun¬ 
dred years, after having abolished the tyranny of the 
Pisistratidse. 

This decree being passed without opposition, after 
the separation of the assembly, the Four Hundred 
armed with daggers, and attended by 120 young men, 
whom they made use of when any execution required 
it, entered the senate, and compelled the senators to 
retire, after having paid them the arrears due upon 
their salaries. They elected new magistrates out of 
their own body, observing the usual ceremonies upon 
such occasions. They did not thiuk proper to recall 
those who were banished, lest they should be obliged 

» Thucyd. 1. viii. p. 500, 594. Plut. in Alcib. p. 205. 


to authorize the return of Alcibiades, of whose uncon 
trollable spirit they were apprehensive, and who 
would soon have made himself master of the people. 
Abusing their power in a tyrannical manner, some 
they put to death, others they banished, confiscating 
their estates with impunity. Ail who ventured to 
oppose this change, or even to complain of it, were 
butchered upon false pretexts; and those would have 
met with a bad reception who demanded justice of 
the murderers. The Four Hundred, soon after their 
establishment, sent ten deputies to Samos to gain the 
concurrence of the army. 

All that had passed at Athens was already known 
there, 2 and the news had enraged the soldiers to the 
highest degree. They deposed immediately several 
of their chiefs, whom they suspected, and put others 
into their places, of whom Tbrasylus and Thrasybulus 
were the principal, and in highest credit. Alcibiades 
was recalled, and chosen generalissimo by the whole 
army. They were desirous to sail directly for the 
Piraeeus to attack the tyrants. But he opposed it, re¬ 
presenting that it was necessary he should first have 
an interview with Tissaphernes, and that as they had 
chosen him general, they might rely upon him for the 
care of the war. He set out immediately for Miletus. 
Ilis principal design was to show himself to that 
governor with all the power with which he had been 
invested, and to let him see that he was in a condition 
to do him much good or much harm. The conse¬ 
quence of which was, that as he had kept the Athe¬ 
nians in awe by Tissaphernes, he now awed Tissa¬ 
phernes no less by the Athenians; and we shall see in 
the sequel that this interview was not unnecessary. 

Alcibiades, upon his return to Samos, found the 
army more inflamed than at first. The deputies of 
the Four Hundred had arrived there during his ab¬ 
sence, and had endeavoured in vain to justify the 
alteration made at Athens to the soldiery. Their 
discourses, which were often interrupted by tumultu¬ 
ous cries, served only to exasperate them more, and 
they earnestly demanded to he led against the tyrant? 
directly. Alcibiades did not act on this occasion, as 
every body else ivould have done in consequence of 
having been raised to so high a dignity by the favour 
of tbe people: for he did not think himself obliged to 
an absolute and implicit compliance w r ith their incli¬ 
nations in every thing, though from an exile and fugi¬ 
tive, they had made him general of so great a fleet, 
and so numerous and formidable an army: but, as a 
statesman and great politician, he believed it his duty 
to oppose the blind fury that hurried them on into 
evident danger, and to prevent them from committing 
a fault which must have been attended with their 
utter ruin. This wise steadiness preserved the city of 
Athens. For had they sailed thither at first, the ene¬ 
my would have made themselves masters of Ionia, the 
Hellespont, and all the islands, without resistance; 
whilst the Athenians, by carrying the war into theix 
own city, would have exhausted their whole forces 
against one another. He prevented the deputies from 
being ill-treated, and dismissed them; saying, that he 
did not object to the 5000 citizens having the supreme 
authority in the republic, but that it was necessary 
to depose the Four Hundred, and to re-establish 
senate. 

During these commotions, 3 the Phoenician fleet, 
which the Lacedaemonians impatiently expected, ap¬ 
proached, and news came that it was arrived at As- 
pendusA Tissaphernes went to meet it; Dobody being 
able to divine the true cause of that journey. He 
had sent for that fleet at first to flatter the Lacedae¬ 
monians with the hopes of so powerful an aid, and 
to put a stop to their progress by making them wait 
its arrival. It was believed that his journey had the 
same motive; to prevent their doing any thing in his 
absence, and that their soldiers ana mariners might 
disband for want of pay. However this might be, he 
did not bring the fleet with him, from the view, no 
doubt, of keeping the balance equal, which was the 


a Thucyd. 1. viii. p. 595—604. Plut. in Alcib. p. 205. 
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King of Persia’s interest, and of exhausting both par¬ 
ties by the length of the war. For it would have 
been very easy for him to have put an end to it by the 
assistance of this additional fleet, as the Lacedemoni¬ 
ans alone were already as strong at sea as the Athe¬ 
nians. His frivolous excuse, of its not being complete, 
which he alleged as the reason for not bringing it with 
him, sufficiently shows that he had other motives for 
his conduct. 

Th« return of the deputies without success, 1 who 
had been sent to Samos, and the answer of Alcibiades, 
excited new troubles in the city, and gave a mortal 
wound to the authority of the Four Hundred. The 
tumult increased exceedingly, when news was brought 
that the enemy, after having beaten the fleet which 
had been sent by the Four Hundred to the aid of 
Euboea, had made themselves masters of the island. 
Athens was in the highest terror and consternation on 
this account. For neither the defeat in Sicily, nor 
any other preceding it, were of such importance as 
the loss of this island, from whence the city received 
considerable supplies, and almost all its provisions. If 
in the confusion in which Athens was at that time be¬ 
tween two factions, the victorious fleet had fallen upon 
the port, as it might have done, the army of Samos 
would have been indispensably obliged to have flown 
to the defence of their country; and then the repub¬ 
lic would have had only the city of Athens remaining 
of all its dominions. For the Hellespont, Ionia, and 
all the islands, seeing themselves abandoned, would 
have been reduced to choose a side, and go over to 
the Peloponnesians. But the enemy were not capa¬ 
ble of such great designs; and this wa9 not the first 
time that the Lacedaemonians had been observed to 
have lost their advantages by their natural slowness 
and procrastination. 

Athens without delay deposed the Four Hundred, 
as the authors of all the troubles and divisions under 
which they groaned. Alcibiades was recalled by 
unanimous consent, and earnestly solicited to make 
all possible haste to the assistance of the city. But 
judging, that if he returned immediately to Athens, 
ne should owe his recall to the compassion and favour 
of the people, he resolved to render his return glori¬ 
ous ana triumphant, and to deserve it by some consi¬ 
derable exploit. For this purpose, 
A. M. 3595. leaving Samos with a small number 
Ant. J. C. 409. of ships, he cruised about the islands 
of Cos and Cnidos; and having 
learned that Mindarus, the Spartan admiral, was sail¬ 
ing towards the Hellespont with his whole fleet, and 
that the Athenians were in pursuit of him, he steered 
that way with the utmost diligence to support them, 
and arrived happily with his eighteen vessels, at the 
time that the fleets were engaged near Abydos in a 
battle, which lasted till night, without any advantage 
on either side. His arrival gave the Spartans new 
courage at first, who believed him still their friend, 
and dispirited the Athenians. But Alcibiades, hang¬ 
ing out the Athenian flag in the admiral’s galley, fell 
upon the Lacedaemonians who were strongest, and 
were vigorously pursuing the Athenians, put them to 
flight, drove them ashore; and, animated by his suc¬ 
cess, sunk the vessels, and made a great slaughter of 
the soldiers, who had thrown themselves into the sea 
to save themselves by swimming; though Pharnaba- 
tus spared no pains to assist them, and had advanced 
at the head of his troops to the coast, to favour their 
flight, and to save their ships. The Athenians after 
having taken thirty of their galleys, and retaken those 
they bad lost, erected a trophy. 

Alcibiades, vain of his success, 
A. M. 3596. had the ambition to desire to appear 
Ant. J. C. 408. before Tissaphernes in his triumph¬ 
ant equipage, and to make him rich 
presents, as well in his own, as in the name of the 
people of Athens. He went to him therefore with a 
magnificent retinue, worthy of the general of the 
Athenians. But he did not meet with that favourable 
reception he expected. For Tissaphernes, who knew 


*■ Thueyd. 1. viii. p. 607—614. Plut. in Alcib. p. 206—210. 
Diod. p. 171.172, & 175,177, and 189—122. 
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he was accused by the Lacedaemonians, and feared that 
the king would punish him at length for not having 
executed bis orders, found Alcibiades presenting him¬ 
self verj' opportunely, and caused him to be seized 
and sent prisoner to Sardis; to shelter himself by that 
injustice Irom the representations of the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians. 

Thirty days after, Alcibiades, having found means 
to get a horse, escaped from his guards, and fled to 
Clazomene, where, to revenge himself on Tissapher¬ 
nes, he gave out that he had set him at liberty. From 
Clazoinenae, he repaired to the Athenian fleet, where 
he was joined by Thararnenes with twenty ships from 
Macedonia, and b}” Thrasybulus with twenty more 
from Thasos. He sailed from thence to Barium in 
the Propontis. All those ships, to the number of four¬ 
score and six, being come thither, he left that place in 
the night, and arrived the next morning at Proconne- 
sus, a small isle near Cyzicum. He heard there, that 
Mindarus was at Cyzicum with Pharnabazus and his 
land arm)'. He rested that whole day at Proconne- 
sus. On the morrow he harangued his soldiers, and 
represented to them the necessity there was for at¬ 
tacking the enemy by sea and land, and for making 
themselves masters of Cyzicum; demonstrating, at the 
same time, that without a complete and absolute vic¬ 
tory, they could have neither provisions nor money. 
He had taken great care that the enemy should not 
be apprized of bis approach. Fortunately for him, a 
great storm of rain and thunder, followed by a thick 
gloom, helped him to conceal his enterprize so suc- 
cessfull}", that not only the enemy were prevented 
from perceiving that he advanced, but the Athenians 
themselves, whom he had caused to embark with pre¬ 
cipitation, did not know that he had weighed anchor 
and put to sea. 

When the gloom was dispersed, the Lacedaemonian 
fleet appeared exercising at some distance before the 
port. Alcibiades, who was apprehensive that the 
enemy, upon the sight of so great a number of ships, 
would make for the harbour, ordered the captains to 
keep back a little, and to follow him at a good dis¬ 
tance; and taking only forty vessels, he advanced 
towards the enemy, to offer them battle. The enemy, 
deceived by this stratagem, and despising his small 
number, advanced against him, and began the fight. 
But when they saw the rest of the Athenian fleet 
come up, they immediately lost courage, and fled. 
Alcibiades, with twenty of his best ships, pursued 
them to the shore, landed, and killed a great number 
of them in the flight. Mindarus and Pharnabazus op¬ 
posed his efforts in vain; the first, who fought with 
astonishing valour, he killed, and put the other to 
flight. 

The Athenians by this victory, which made them 
masters of the slain, the arms, spoils, and whole fleet 
of the enemy, and by the taking of Cyzicum, not only 
possessed themselves of the Hellespont, but drove 
the Spartans entirely out of that sea. Letters were 
intercepted, in which the latter, with a conciseness 
truly laconic, informed the Ephori of the blow they 
had received, in terms to this effect: “The flower of 
your army is cut off; Mindarus is dead; the rest of 
the troops are dying with hunger; and we neither 
know what to do, nor what will become of us.’] 

The news of this victory occasioned no less joy at 
Athens than consternation at Sparta. They despatch¬ 
ed ambassadors immediately to demand, 2 that an end 
should be put to a war. equally destructive to both 
people, and that a peace should be concluded upon 
reasonable conditions, for the re-establishment of their 
ancient concord and amity, of which they had for 
many years experienced the salutary effects. The 
wisest and most judicious of the citizens of Athens 
were unanimously of opinion, that it was proper to 
take the advantage of so favourable a conjuncture for 
the concluding of a treaty, which might put an end 
to all jealousies, appease all animosities, and remove 
all distrusts. But those who found their advantage in 
the troubles of the state, prevented so happy a dispo¬ 
sition from taking effect. Cleophon, 3 amongst others. 


a Diod l xiii, p. 177—179. a .£scli. in Orat, de fals.legut- 
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the orator in greatest repute at that time, animated 
the people from the tribunal, by a violent and seditious 
discourse, insinuating, that their interests were be¬ 
trayed by some who kept up a secret intelligence with 
the Lacedaemonians, which aimed at depriving them 
of all the advantages of the important victory they had 
lately gained, and at making them lose for ever the 
opportunity of being fully avenged for all the wrongs 
and misfortunes Sparta had caused them to suffer. 
This Cleophon was a worthless fellow, a musical in¬ 
strument maker. It was reported also that he had 
been a slave, and had got himself fraudulently enrolled 
in the register of the citizens. He carried his auda¬ 
city and fury so far as to threaten to plunge his dag¬ 
ger into the throat of any one who should talk of peace. 
The Athenians, puffed up with their present prospe¬ 
rity, forgetting their past misfortunes, and promising 
themselves allthings from the valour and good fortune 
of Alcibiades, haughtily rejected all proposals of ac¬ 
commodation, without reflecting, that there is nothing 
so fluctuating and precarious as the success of tyar. 
The ambassadors retired without being able to eflect 
any thing. Such infatuation and irrational pride are 
generally the forerunners of some great misfortune. 

Alcihiades knew well how to take advantage of the 
victory he had gained, and presently after besieged 
Chalcedon, which had revolted from the Athenians 
and received a Lacedaemonian garrison. During this 
siege, he took another town, called Selymbria. Phar- 
nabazus, terrified by the rapidity of his conquests, 
made a treaty with the Athenians to this effect; “That 
Phartiabazus should pay them a certain sum of money; 
that the Chalcedonians should return to their obedi¬ 
ence and dependence upon the Athenians, and pay 
them tribute; and that the Athenians should commit 
no hostilities in the province of Pharnabazus, who 
engaged for the safe conduct of their ambassadors to 
the great king.” Byzantium and several other cities 
submitted to the Athenians. 

Alcibiades, who desired with the 
A. M. 3597. utmost passion to see his country 
Ant. J. C. 407. again, or rather to be seen by his 
country, after so many victories over 
their enemies, set out for Athens. The sides of his 
ships were covered with bucklers and all sorts of 
spoils, in form of trophies; and causing a great num¬ 
ber of vessels to be towed after him by way of triumph, 
he displayed also the ensigns and ornaments of those 
he had burnt, which were more in number than the 
others; the whole amounting to about 200 ships. It 
is said, that reflecting on what had been done against 
him, upon approaching the port, he was struck w’ith 
some terror, and was afraid to quit his vessel, till he 
saw from the deck a great number of his friends and 
relations, who were come to the shore to receive him, 
and earnestly entreated him to land. 

The people came out of the city in crowds to meet 
him, and at his appearance set up incredible shouts of 
joy. In the midst of an infinite number of officers and 
soldiers, all eyes were fixed solely on him, whom they 
considered as Victory itself, descended from the skies: 
all thronging around him, caressed, blessed, and 
crowned him in emulation of each other. Those, who 
could not approach him,were never tired withcontem- 
lating him at a distance, whilst the old men showed 
im to their children. They repeated with the highest 
praises all the great actions he had done for his coun¬ 
try; nor could they refuse their admiration even to 
those which he had done against it during hi9 ban¬ 
ishment, of which they imputed the fault to them¬ 
selves alone. This public joy was mingled with tears 
and regret, from the remembrance of past misfortunes, 
which they could not avoid comparing with their pre¬ 
sent felicity. “We could not have failed,” said they, 
“of the conquest of Sicily; our other hopes could 
never have proved abortive, if w'e had intrusted all our 
affairs and forces to the disposal of Alcibiades alone. 
In what a condition was Athens when he took upon 
him our protection and defence! We had not only 
almost entirely lost our power at sea, but were scarce 
possessed of the suburbs of our city, and, to add to 
our misfortunes, were torn to pieces by a horrid civil 
war. He notwithstanding has raised the republic 


from its ruins; and not content with having reinstated 
it in the possession of the sovereignty of the sea, has 
rendered it universally victorious by land; as if the 
fate of Athens had been in his hands alone, either to 
ruin or restore it, and victory was annexed to his per¬ 
son, and obeyed his orders.” 

This favourable reception of Alcibiades did not 
prevent his demanding an assembly of the people, in 
order to his justification before them; well knowing 
how necessary it was for his safety to be absolved in 
due form. He appeared therefore; and after having 
deplored his misfortunes,which he imputed very little 
to the people, and entirely ascribed to his ill fortune, 
and some demon envious of his prosperity, he repre¬ 
sented to them the designs of the enemy, and exhorted 
them not to conceive other than great hopes. The 
Athenians, transported with hearing him speak, de¬ 
creed him crowns of gold, appointed him general by 
sea and land with unlimited power, restored him all 
his fortunes, and ordered the Eumolpidae and Ceiy- 
ces 1 to absolve him from the curses they had pro¬ 
nounced against him by the order of the people; 
doing their utmost to make him amends for the injury 
and shame of his banishment by the glory of his recall, 
and to efface the remembrance the imprecations them¬ 
selves had decreed, by the vows and prayers which 
they made in his favour. Whilst all the Eumolpidae 
and Ceryces were employed in revoking these impre¬ 
cations, Theodorus, the principal of them, had the 
courage to say: As for me, I have not cursed him , 
if he has done no evil to his country; insinuating by 
that bold expression, that the maledictions, being con¬ 
ditional, could not fall on the head of the innocent, 
nor be averted from the guilty. 

In the midst of this glory and shining prosperity 
of Alcibiades, the majority of the people could not 
help being concerned, when they considered the time 
of his return. For it happened precisely upon the day 
when the Athenians celebrated a festival in honour of 
Minerva, adored under the name of Agraulis. The 
priests took oft* all the ornaments from the goddess’s 
statue to wash it—from whence that feast was called 
—and afterwards covered it; and that day 
was accounted one of the most ominous and unfor¬ 
tunate. It was the 25th of the month Thargelioo 
which answers to the 2d of July. This circumstance 
displeased that superstitious people,because it seemed 
to imply that the goddess, patroness and protectress 
of Athens, did not receive Alcibiades agreeably and 
with a benign aspect, since she covered and concealed 
herself, as if she would keep him off and remove him 
from her. 

All things having however succeeded according to 
his wish, 2 and the 100 ships he was to command 
being ready, he deferred his departure out of a laud¬ 
able ambition to celebrate the great mysteries; for 
from the time the Lacedaemonians had fortified Dece- 
lia, and taken possession of all the ways from Athens 
to Eleusis, the feast had not been solemnized in all 
its pomp, and the procession had been obliged to go 
by sea. 

Alcibiades believed it would be a most glorious 
action, and draw down upon him the blessings of the 
gods and the praises of men, if he restored all its lustre 
and solemnity to this feast, in making the procession 
go by land escorted by his troops to defend it against 
the attacks of the enemy. For either Agis would suffer 
it to pass quietly, notwithstanding the numerous troops 
he had at Decelia, which would considerably lessen 
the reputation of that kin^, and sully his glory; or, if 
he should choose to attach it, and oppose the march, 
he should then have the satisfaction to fight a sacred 
battle—a battle grateful to the gods, for the greatest 
and most venerable of all their mysteries, in the sight 
of his country and citizens, who would be witnesses 
of his valour and regard for religion. It is very likely, 
that by this public and ostentatious act of piety, which 

* The Eumolpidae and Ceryces were two families at Athens 
who had different functions in the mysteries of Ceres. They 
took their names from EumoJpus and Ceryx, the first who 
had exercised those offices. Perhaps tho employment of th<5 
latter had some relation to that of heralds K^uxe;. 
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struck the people’s view in so sensible a manner, and 
was so extremely to their taste, Alcibiatles’s princi¬ 
pal design was to efface entirely from their minds 
the suspicions of impiety, to which the mutilation of 
the statues, and profanation of the mysteries, had 
given birth. 

Having taken that resolution, he gave notice to the 
Eumolpidre and Ceryces to hold themselves in readi¬ 
ness, posted sentinels upon the hills, sent out scouts 
at the break of day, and taking with him the priests, 
the initiated, and the probationers, with those who 
initiated them, he covered them with his army, and 
conducted the whole pomp with wonderful order and 
profound silence. Never was show, says Plutarch, 
more august, nor more worthy the majesty of the gods, 
than this warlike procession, and religious expedition; 
in which even those who envied the glory of Alcibiades 
were obliged to own, that he was no less happy in 
discharging the functions of a high priest than those 
of a general. No enemy dared to appear, or disturb 
that pompous march, and Alcibiades reconducted the 
sacred troop to Athens with entire safety. This suc¬ 
cess gave him new courage, and raised the valour and 
boldness of his army to such a degree, that they looked 
upon themselves as invincible whilst be commanded 
them. 

He acquired the affection of the poor, and the lower 
sort of people so much that they most ardently de¬ 
sired to have him for their king. Many of them 
openly declared themselves to that effect; and there 
were some who addressed themselves to him, and ex¬ 
horted him to set himself above envy, and not to trou¬ 
ble himself about laws, decrees, or suffrages; to put 
down those wordy impertinent orators that disturbed 
the state with their vain harangues, to make himself 
absolute master of affairs, and to govern with entire 
authority, without fearing accusers. For him, what 
his thoughts of the tyranny and his designs were, 
are unknown; but the most powerful citizens, appre¬ 
hending the breaking out of a fire, of which they 
already saw the sparks, pressed him to depart without 
delay; granting whatever he demanded, and giving 
him for colleagues, the generals most agreeable to 
him. He set sail accordingly with 100 ships, and 
steered for the island of Anaros, that had revolted. 
His high reputation, and the good fortune that had 
attended him in all his enterprises, made nothing but 
wbat was great and extraordinary to be expected 
from him. 

SECTION IV. THE LACEDEMONIANS APPOINT 
LYSANDER ADMIRAL. HE ACQUIRES GREAT IN¬ 
FLUENCE WITH THE YOUNGER CYRUS, WHO 
COMMANDED IN ASIA. HE BEATS THE ATHE¬ 
NIAN FLEET NEAR EPHESUS IN THE ABSENCE 
OF ALCIBIADES, WHO IS DEPRIVED OF THE COM¬ 
MAND. TEN GENERALS ARE CHOSEN IN HIS 
STEAD. CALLICRATIDAS SUCCEEDS LYSANDER. 

Twenty-sixth year of the JVar. 

The Lacedaemonians, 1 justly alarmed at the return 
and success of Alcibiades, sufficiently perceived that 
such an enemy required to be opposed by an able 
general, capable of making bead against him. For 
this reason they made choice of Lysander, and gave 
him the command of the fleet. When he arrived at 
Ephesus, he found the city very well disposed towards 
himself, and well affected to Sparta; but otherwise in 
a very unhappy situation. For it was in danger of 
becoming barbarous, by assuming the manners and 
customs of the Persiaus, who had great intercourse : 
with it, as well as from the neighbourhood of Lydia, 
as because the king’s generals commonly took up their 
winter quarters there. An idle and voluptuous life, 
filled up with luxury and empty show, could not fail 
of disgusting infinitely a man like Lysander, who had 
been bred from his birth in the simplicity, poverty, 
and severe discipline of Sparta. Having brought his 
army to Ephesus, he gave orders for assembling ships 
of burden there from all parts, erecting an arsenal for 
building of galleys, made the ports free for merchants, 


i Xenoph. Hellen. 1. i. p. 440—442. Plut. in Lysand. p, 
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gave up the squares and public places to artificers, 
put all the arts in motion, and held them in honour; 
and by these means filled the city with riches, and 
laid the foundations of that grandeur and magnificence 
to which it afterwards attained. So great a change 
can the application and ability of a single person 
occasion in a state! 

Whilst he was making these dispositions, he re¬ 
ceived advice, that Cyrus, the king’s youngest son, 
was arrived at Sardis. That prince could not be 
above sixteen years old at that time, being born after 
his father’s accession to the throne, who was now in 
the seventeenth year of his reign. Parysatis, his 
mother, loved him to idolatry, and she had the entire 
ascendant over her husband. It was she that occa¬ 
sioned bis having the command in chief of all the 
provinces of Asia Minor given him — a command 
that subjected all the provincial governors of the 
most important part of the empire to his authority. 
The view of Parysatis was, without doubt, to put this 
young prince into a condition to dispute the lhrone 
with nis brother after the king’s death, as we shall see 
he actually did. One of the principal instructions 
given him by his father, upon sending him to his gov¬ 
ernment, was to give effectual aid to the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians against Athens—an order very contrary to the 
measures observed till then by Tissaphernes, and the 
other governors of those provinces. It had always 
been their maxim, sometimes to assist one party, some¬ 
times the other, in order to hold their power in such 
a balance that the one might never be able to crush the 
other entirely: from whence it followed, that both 
parties were kept weak by the war, and neither were 
m a condition to form any' enterprises against the 
Persian empire. 

Upon Lysander’s being apprized, therefore, of the 
arrival of Cyrus at Sardis, he set out from Ephesus to 
make him a visit, and to complain of the delays and 
breach of faith of Tissaphernes, who, notwithstanding 
the orders he had received to support the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians, and to drive the Athenians from the sea, had 
always covertly favoured the latter, out of regard for 
Alcibiades, to whom he was entirely devoted, and had 
been the sole canse of the loss of the fleet, by not 
supplying it with the necessary quantity of provisions. 
This discourse pleased Cyrus, who looked upon Tis¬ 
saphernes as a very bad man, and his particular ene¬ 
my. And he answered, that the king nad given bira 
orders to support the Lacedaemonians powerfully, and 
that he had received 500 talents for that purpose. 2 * 
Lysander, contrary to the common character of the 
Spartans, was submissive and condescending, full of 
complaisance to the great, always ready to pay his 
court to them, and supporting, for the good of the 
service, all the weight of their haughtiness and vanity 
with incredible patience; in which behaviour some 
people make the chief address and principal merit of 
a courtier to consist. 

He did not forget himself on this occasion, and 
setting at work all that the industry and art of a com- 
lete courtier could suggest of flattery and insinuation, 
e perfectly gained the young prince’s favour and 
good opinion. After having praised his generosity', 
magnificence, and zeal for the Lacedaemonians, he de¬ 
sired him to give each soldier and mariner a drachma 3 
per day; in order to corrupt those of the enemy by 
that means, and thereby terminate the war the sooner. 
Cyrus very much approved the project; but said, he 
could make no change in the king’s order, and that 
the treaty with them expressly settled only half a 
talent 4 to be paid monthly for each galley. The 
prince, however, at the end of the banquet which he 
gave him before his departure, drinking to his health, 
and pressing him to ask something of nim, Lysander 
desired that an obolus 6 a day might be added to the 
seamen’s pay. This was granted, and he gave them 


* Five hundred thousand crowns, about 112,500/. sterling. 

* Ten-pence. 

* One thousand five hundred livres, about 112/. sterling. 

s The drachma was six oboli, or ten pence French ; each 
obolns being something above three half-pence ; so that the 
four oboli was six-pence half-penny a day, instead of five* 
pence, or three oboli. 
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four oboli, instead of three, which they received be¬ 
fore, and paid them all the arrears due to them, with 
a month’s advance; giving- Lysander 10,000 daricks 1 
for that purpose; that is 100,000 livres, or about 5000/. 
sterling. 

This largess filled the whole fleet with ardour and 
alacrity, and almost unmanned the enemy’s galleys; 
the greatest part of the mariners deserting to that side 
where the pay was best. The Athenians in despair 
upon receiving this news, endeavoured to conciliate 
Cyrus by the interposition of Tissaphernes; but he 
would not hearken to them, notwithstanding that 
satrap represented, that it was not for the king’s in¬ 
terest to aggrandize the Lacedaemonians, but to bal¬ 
ance the power of one side with that of the other, 
in order to perpetuate the war, and to ruin both by 
their own divisions. 

Though Lysander had considerably weakened the 
enemy, by augmenting the mariners’ pay, and thereby 
very much hurt their naval power, he dared not how¬ 
ever hazard a battle with them, particularly dreading 
Alcibiades, who was a man of execution, had the 
greater number of ships, and had never been over¬ 
thrown in any battle, either by sea or land. But after 
Alcibiades had left Samos to go into Phocaaa and 
Ionia, to raise money of which he was in w T ant, for the 
payment of his troops, and had given the command 
of his fleet to Antiochus, with express order not to 
fight or attack the enemy in his absence; the new 
commander, to make a show of his courage, and to 
brave Lysander, entered the port of Ephesus, with two 
galleys, and after having made a great noise, retired 
with loud laughter, and an air of contempt and insult. 
Lysander, enraged at that affront, immediately de¬ 
tached some galleys, and went himself in pursuit of 
him. But as the Athenians advanced to support An¬ 
tiochus, he ordered other galleys of his side to come, 
till the whole fleet arrived by little and little, and the 
engagement became general on both sides. Lysander 
gained the victory, and having taken fifteen of the 
Athenian galleys, he erected a trophy. Alcibiades, 
on his return to Samos, sailed even into the port to 
offer him battle; but Lysander was contented with 
his victory, and did not think proper to accept it; so 
that he retired without doing any thing. 

Thrasybulus at the same time, 
A. M. 3598, the most dangerous enemy he had 
Ant. J. C. 406. in his army, left the camp, and went 
to Athens to accuse him. To in¬ 
flame his enemies in the city the more, he told the 
people in a full assembly, that Alcibiades had entirely 
ruined their affairs, and the navy, by the licence he 
had introduced; that he had given himself up to the 
most notorious debauchees and drunkards, 2 wno, from 
having been common seamen, w'ere now the only 
persons in credit about him; that he abandoned his 
whole authority to them, to be at leisure to enrich 
himself in the provinces, and to plunge himself there 
into intemperance and all other infamous excesses, to 
the disgrace of Athens, whilst his fleet was left neg¬ 
lected in the face of that of the enemy. 

Another article of accusation against him was taken 
from the forts he had built near the city of Byzantium, 
for an asylum and retreat for himself; as neither being 
able nor willing to return any more to his country. 
The Athenians, a capricious, inconstant people, gave 
credit to all these imputations. The los9 of the last 
♦battle, and his little success since his departure from 
Athens, instead of the great and wonderful actions 
expected from him, entirely sunk him in their opinions; 
and his own glory and reputation may be said to have 
occasioned his ruin. For he was suspected of not 
having been desirous to do whal was not done, which 
they could not believe out of his power, because they 
were fully persuaded, that nothing he desired to do 
was impossible to him. They made it a crime in 
Alcibiades, that the rapidity of his conquests did not 
correspond with that of their imaginations; not con¬ 
sidering that he made war without money upon a 

i A datiek is about a pistole. 

* Antiochus is pointed at in this place, a mean, debauched 

man, who had acquired the favour of Alcibiades by catching 

6 quail for him, which be had let fly. 


people who had the great king for their treasr er, 
and that he was often obliged to quit his camp, tu go 
in quest of what was necessary for the payment and 
subsistence of his troops. However, Alcibiaden was 
deposed, and ten generals nominated in his stead, of 
which when he received advice, he retired in his 
galley to some castles which he had in the Thracian 
Chersonesus. 

About this time died Plistonax, 3 one of the kings 
of Lacedtemonia, and was succeeded by Pausanias, 
who reigned fourteen years. The latter made a fine 
answer to one who asked, why it was not permitted 
to make any change in the ancient customs of Spartai 
Because, says he, at Sparta the laws command men , 
and not men the laws : 4 

Lysander, 5 who intended to establish the govern¬ 
ment of the nobility in all the cities in the dependence 
of Sparta, that the governors of his choosing might be 
always at his disposal, from his having rendered them 
independent of the people, caused such persons as he 
knew to be the boldest, and most enterprising and 
ambitious among the principal men of the cities, to 
come to Ephesus. These he placed at the head of 
affairs, promoted to the greatest honours, and raised 
to the first employments of the army, thereby render 
ing himself, says Plutarch, the accomplice of all the 
crimes and oppressions they committed to advance 
and enrich themselves. For this reason they were 
always extremely attached to him, and regretted him 
infinitely, when Callicratidas came to succeed him, 
and toot upon him the command of the fleet. He was 
not inferior to Lysander either in valour or military 
knowledge, and was infinitely above him in point of 
moral virtue. Alike severe to himself and others, 
inaccessible to flattery and sloth, the declared enemy 
of luxury, he retained the modesty, temperance, and 
austerity of the ancient Spartans; virtues that began 
to distinguish him particularly, as they were not too 
common in his time. His probity and justice were 
proof against all things; his simplicity and integrity 
abhorred all falsehood and fraud, to which were joined 
a truly Spartan nobleness and grandeur of soul. The 
reat and powerful could not refrain from admiring 
is virtue; but they were better pleased with the affa¬ 
bility and condescension of his predecessor, who was 
blind to the injustice and violence of their actions. 

It was not without mortification and jealousy, that 
Lysander saw him arrive at Ephesus to take upon him 
the command, and out of a criminal baseness and 
treachery, not uncommon with those who hearken 
more to their private ambition than the good of the 
public, he did him all the ill offices in his power. Of 
the 10,000 daricks, which Cyrus had given him for 
the augmentation of the mariners’ pay, he returned 
the remainder to that prince; telling Callicratidas, 
that he might apply to the king for the money, and 
that it depended on him to find means for the subsist¬ 
ence of the army. This conduct gave him great 
trouble, and distressed him exceedingly. For he had 
brought no money with him from Sparta, and could 
not resolve to extort any from the cities, as he found 
them sufficiently rifled already. 

In this urgent necessity, 6 a person having offered 
him fifty talents (that is to say, 50,000 crowns) to ob¬ 
tain a favour which he could not grant with justice, 
he refused them. Upon which Oleander, one of his 
officers, said, I would accept them , were I in your 
place . And so would I, replied the general, were I 
in yours. 

He had no other resource therefore than to go, as 
Lysander had done, to ask money at the gates of the 
king’s generals and lieutenants, for which he was the 
least proper of all mankind. Nurtured and educated 
in the love of liberty, full of great and noble senti¬ 
ments, and infinitely remote from all flattery and 
baseness, he was convinced at heart, that it was a les 3 
evil and dishonour for Greeks to be overcome by 


* Diod. p. 196. 

« ’Oti tov; viftovg tZv ecvfpwu, ou toIi? xvSpxg rwv vo/tmv 
xvptovg si vxi PIul. in Apophth. p. 230. 

* Xenoph. Hellen. 1. i. p. 442—444. Plut, in Lysand. p. 
435, 436. Diod. p. 197, 198. 

« Piut. in Aooph. p. 222. 
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Greeks, than infamously to make their court, and be^ 
**t the gates of barbarians, whose only merit consisted 
in their gold and silver. The whole nation were in¬ 
deed disgraced by so mean a prostitution. 

Cicero, in his Otfices, draws two very different 
characters of persons employed in the administration 
of government, and makes the application of them to 
the two generals of whom we speak. The one, says 
he, 1 zealous lovers of truth, and declared enemies of 
all fraud, pique themselves upon their simplicity and 
candour, and do not believe, that it ever can be con¬ 
sistent with honour, to lay snares or use artifice. The 
Others, prepared to do or suffer every thing, and not 
ashamed of the meanest actions, provided from those 
unworthy methods they have reason to expect the 
success of their designs. Cicero places Callicratidas 
amongst the former, and Lysander amongst the lat¬ 
ter, to whom he gives two epithets, not much to his 
honour, and hardly consistent with the Spartan cha¬ 
racter, when he calls him very artful , and very patient , 
or rather vcry complaisant. 

Callicratidas, however, forced by necessity, went 
to Lydia, and repaired immediately to the palace of 
Cyrus, where he desired that prince might be told that 
the admiral of the Grecian fleet was come to speak 
with him. He was answered, that Cyrus was then at 
table, engaged in a party of pleasure; 2 to which he 
replied with a modest tone and air, that he was in no 
haste, and would wait till the prince came forth. The 
guards set up a laugh, wondering at the honest stran¬ 
ger’s simplicity, who seemed so little acquainted with 
the world; and he was obliged to retire. He came 
thither the second time, and was again denied admit¬ 
tance. Upon which he returned to Ephesus, loaded 
those with curses and imprecations, who had first 
made their court to Barbarians, and by their flattery 
and submissions had taught them to make their riches 
a title and pretence for insulting the rest of mankind. 
Addressing himself at the same time to those about 
him, he swore that as soon as he returned to Sparta, 
he would use his utmost endeavours to reconcile the 
Greeks amongst themselves, that for the future they 
might become formidable to the Barbarians, and have 
no farther occasion for their aid to invade and ruin each 
other. But that generous Spartan, whose thoughts 
were so noble, and so worthy the Lacedaemonian 
name, and whose justice, magnanimity, and valour, 
might rank him with all that Greece had ever pro¬ 
duced of the most excellent and most consummate, 
had not the good fortune to return to his country, nor 
to apply himself to a work so great, and so worthy 
of him. 

SECTION V. CALLICRATIDAS IS DEFEATED BY 
THE ATHENIANS NEAR THE ARGINUSJE. THE 
ATHENIANS PASS SENTENCE OF DEATH UPON 
SEVERAL OF THEIR GENERALS FOR NOT HAVING 
BROUGHT OFF THE BODIES OF THOSE WHO HAD 
BEEN SLAIN IN BATTLE. SOCRATES ALONE HAS 
THE COURAGE TO OPPOSE SO UNJUST A SEN¬ 
TENCE. 

Callicratidas, 3 after having gained several vic¬ 
tories over the Athenians, had at last pursued Cooon, 
one of their generals, into the port of Mitylene, where 
he kept him blocked up. This was in the twenty- 
sixth year of the Peloponnesian war. Conon seeing 
himself besieged by sea and land, without hope of aid, 
and in want of provisions, found means to apprize 
Athens of the extreme danger he was in. Extraor¬ 
dinary efforts were made to relieve him, and in less 
than a month’s time a fleet of 110 sail were fitted 


» Sunt his alii mulium dispares, simplices et aperti; qui 
nihil ex occulto, nihil ex insidiis agendum putant; verilatis 
cultures, fraud is inimici: itemque alii, qui quidvis perpeti- 
antur, cnivis deserviant. dum, quod velint, consequantur. 
Quo in genere versutissimum ct patientissimum Lacedae- 
monium Lysandrum accepitnus, contraque Callieratidam. 
Offtc. 1. i. n. 100. 

» The Greek says literally that he was drinking, mvci. 
The Persians valued themselves upon drinking a great deal, 
as an instance of their merit, as we shall see in Cyrus’s let¬ 
ter to the Lacedemonians. 

3 Xenoph. Hcdlen. 1. i. p. 444—452. Diod. I.xiii. p. 198 and 
201, and 217—222. 


out, on board of which were embarked all that were 
capable of bearing arms, as well slaves as freemen, 
with some horse. At Samos they were joined by the 
allies with forty galleys, and the collected armament 
steered for the Arginusse, islands situate between 
Cumae and Mitylene. Callicratidas, being informed 
of their course, left Eteonicus to continue the siege 
with fifty ships, and put to sea with 120 sail, with 
design to face the enemy, and prevent their relieving 
Conon. The right wing of the Athenians was com¬ 
manded by Protomachus and Tlirasy lus, who had each 
fifteen galleys. They were supported by a second line 
with a like number of ships, commanded* by Lysias and 
Aristogenes. The left wing, like the other, drawn up 
in two lines, was under Aristoerates and Diotnedon, 
supported by Erasinides and Pericles. 1 The main 
body, consisting of near thirty galleys, amongst which 
were the three Athenian admirals, was disposed in 
one line. They had strengthened each of their wings 
with a second line; because their galleys were neither 
so swift, nor so easy to manage as those of the enemy; 
so that there was reason to fear their getting between 
two, and being charged on both sides at the same 
time. The Lacedaemonians and their allies, who per¬ 
ceived they were inferior in number to the enemy, 
contented themselves with drawing up in one line, in 
order to equal their front, and for the greater facility 
of running between the Athenian galleys, and turning 
nimbly round them. Callicratidas’s pilot, daunted at 
the inequality, advised him not to hazard the battle, 
and to retire: but he replied, that he could not fly 
without shame, and that Ids death was of small im¬ 
portance to the republic. “ Sparta,” said he, “doe3 
not depend upon one man.” He commanded the right 
wing, and Thrasondas the Theban the left. 

It was a grand and awful sight to behold the sea 
covered with 300 galleys ready to engage. Never had 
more numerous naval armies of the Greeks fought 
against each other before. The ability, experience, 
and valour of the generals who commanded, left 
nothing to desire; so that there was reason to believe 
this battle would decide the fate of both people, and 
put an end to a war that had endured so long. When 
the signals were given, the two armies raised great 
shouts, and began to fight. Callicratidas, who from 
the answer of the augurs expected to fail in the bat¬ 
tle, did amazing actions of valour. He attacked the 
enemy with incredible courage and boldness, sunk 
some of their ships, disabled others by breaking their 
oars and piercing their sides with the prow or beak of 
his galley. At length he attacked that of Pericles, 
and made a thousand holes in it; but the latter having 
hooked him fast with a grappling-iron, he found it 
impossible to disengage himself, and was surrounded 
in an instant by several of the Athenian vessels. Kis 
own was immediately filled with the enemy, and after 
a dreadful slaughter, he fell dead, rather overwhelmed 
by their numbers than vanquished. The right wing 
which he commanded, having lost its admiral, was 
put to flight. The left, composed of Boeotians and 
Euboeans, still made a long and vigorous resistance, 
from the urgent concern they were in, lest they should 
fall into the hands of the Athenians, against whom 
they had revolted; but they were at length obliged 
to give way, and retire in disorder. The Athenians 
erected a trophy in the Arginusse. They lost twenty- 
five galleys in this battle, and the enemy more than 
seventy, of which number were nine of the ten fur¬ 
nished by the Lacedaemonians. 

Plutarch 2 equals Callicratidas, the Lacedaemonian 
general, for his justice, valour, and magnanimity, with 
all who had ever rendered themselves most worthy 
of admiration among the Greeks. 

He blames him however exceedingly, for hazarding 
the battle at the Arginusa?, 3 and observes, that to 
avoid the reproach of having retired out of fear, he. 
had, through a mistaken sense of honour, failed in the 
essential duty of his function. For, says Plutarch, if 
(to use the comparison of Iphicrates 4 ) the light-armed 

i He was the son of the great Pericles. 

a Plut. in Lvsand. p. 430. 

3 Pint, in Pelop. p. 278. 

* He was a famous general of the Athenians. 
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infantry resemble the bands, the horse the feet, the 
main body the breast, and the general the head; the 
general who abandons himself rashly to the impetu¬ 
osity of his valour, does not so much neglect or ex¬ 
pose his own life, as the lives of those whose safety 
depends upon his. Our Lacedaemonian chief was 
therefore in the wrong, continues Plutarch, to answer 
the pilot, who advised him to retire, Sparta does not 
depend vpon one man. For though it be true that 
Callicratidas, fighting under the orders of another by 
sea or land, was no more than one man> yet, when 
commanding an army, all that obeyed his orders were 
collected in his person; and he, in whom so many 
thousands might be lost, was no longer one man. 
Cicero 1 had passed the same judgment upon him 
before Plutarch. After having said, that there were 
many persons to be found, who were ready to sacrifice 
their fortunes and even lives for their country, but 
who out of a false delicacy in point of glory would not 
hazard their reputation for it in the least; he cites 
the example of Callicratidas, who answered those 
that advised him to retreat from the Arginusae, “That 
Sparta could fit out another fleet if this were lost; 
but for himself, he could not fly before the enemy 
without shame and infamy.” 

I return to the sequel of the battle near the Argi- 
nusee. The Athenian generals ordered Therainenes, 
Thrasybulus, and some other otlicers, to return with 
about fifty galleys to take up the wrecks and dead 
bodies, in order to their interment, whilst they sailed 
on with the rest against Eteonicus, who kept Conon 
besieged before Slitylene. But a violent tempest 
came on suddenly, and prevented the execution of 
this order. Eteonicus having received news of the 
defeat, and fearing it might occasion alarm and terror 
among the troops, sent back those who brought it, 
with orders to return with wreaths of flowers upon 
their heads, and to give out that Callicratidas had 
gained the victory, and destroyed the whole Athenian 
fleet. Upon their return, he offered sacrifices of 
thanksgiving, and having made his troops take some 
refreshment, he sent the galleys away directly, the 
wind being fair, and inarched oft' the land army to 
JVlethymna, after having burned the camp. Conon 
being delivered in this manner from the blockade, 
joined the victorious fleet, which returned forthwith 
to Samos. However, when it was known at Athens, 
that the dead bodies had been left without interment, 
the people were highly enraged, and caused the whole 
weight of their resentment to fall upon those whom 
they deemed guilty of that crime. The ancients held 
it a great one not to provide sepulture for the dead; 
and we may observe, that after all their battles, the 
first care of the conquered, notwithstanding the sense 
of their misfortune, and their great affliction for a 
bloody defeat, was to demand a suspension of arms 
from the victor, in order to pay the last duties to those 
who had fallen in battle; upon which they believed 
their happiness in another life depended. They had 
little or no idea of the resurrection of the body; but 
however, the Pagans, by the soul’s concern for the 
body after death, the religious regard paid to it, and 
the zeal with which they rendered solemn honours to 
the dead, showed that they had some confused notion 
of a resurrection, which subsisted among all nations, 
and descended from the most ancient tradition, though 
the) r could not clearly distinguish it. 

Hence arose the fury of the people of Athens. They 
immediately nominated new generals, retaining only 
Conon of the old ones, to whom they gave Adimantus 
and Philocles for colleagues. Of the eight others, 
two had withdrawn themselves, and only six returned 
to Athens. Theramencs, the tenth general, who re¬ 


1 Tnvcnti multi sunt, qui non modo peeuniam, eed vitam 
ctiam, profundere pro patria purati eesent, iidem gloria 1 
jaeturam ne minimam quidem faoere vellent, ne republica 
qviidem postulantc: ui Callicrnlidas, qui, cum Luccdaemo- 
niorum dux fuisset Peloponncsiaco bello, multaque fecisset 
egrogie, vertit ad extremum omnia, cum consilio non paruit 
eorum, qui classein ab Arginusis removendam, nee cum 
Atbemcr.sibus dimicaudum putabant. Q.uibus ilJe respundit 
Lacedirruonios, classe ilia amissa, aliam parare posse, se 
fugere sine suo dedceore non posse. Ofiic, 1. i. n. 48. 


turned before the rest of the fleet, accused the other 
chiefs before the people, making them responsible for 
not bringing oft' the dead after the battle; and to clear 
himself, read the letter they had written to the senate 
and the people, wherein they excused themselves 
from the violence of the storm, without charging any 
body. There was something detestably vile in this 
calumny, as it was making an unjust use of their re¬ 
serve in not mentioning him in their letter, and in not 
laying a fault to his charge, of which he might have 
appeared the most guilty. The generals at their re¬ 
turn, not being able to prevail in obtaining the time 
necessary for making their defence contented them¬ 
selves with representing in few words the state of the 
afl'air, and appealed for the truth of what they said to 
the pilots, and all present when it happened. The 
people seemed to receive their excuse favourably, and 
several persons offered themselves for their sureties; 
but it was thought proper to adjourn the assembly, 
because of the night, and it being the people’s custom 
to give their suffrages by lifting up of hands, their 
resolution could not be known; besides which the 
council were first to give their opinion upon the ques¬ 
tion to be proposed to the people. 

The feast of Apaturia coming on, in which it was 
the custom to assemble by families, the relations of 
Theramenes posted several persons in mourning-hab¬ 
its, with their heads shaved, in proper places, who 
said they w'ere the kindred of those who had been 
slain in battle, and obliged Callixenes to accuse the 
generals in the senate. It was decreed in conse¬ 
quence, that as the accusation and defence had been 
heard in the last assembly, the people by their re¬ 
spective tribes should give their voices, and if the 
accused were found guilty, they should be punished 
with death, tbeir estates confiscuted, and the tenth 
part consecrated to the goddess. 2 Some senators 
opposed this decree as unjust, and contrary to the 
laws: but as the people, at the instigation of Callix- 
e.nes, threatened to include the opposers in the same 
cause and crime with the generals, they were so mean 
as to desist from their opposition, and to sacrifice the 
innocent generals, to their own safety, by consenting 
to the decree. Socrates (the celebrated philosopher) 
was the only one of the senators that stood firm, and 
persisted obstinately in opposing a decree so notori¬ 
ously unjust, and so contrary to all laws. The orator, 
who mounted the tribunal in defence of the generals, 
showed, “That they had failed in no part of their 
duty, as they had given orders that the dead bodies 
should be taken up: that if any one were guilty, it 
was he who, being charged with these orders, had 
neglected to put them in execution; but that he ac¬ 
cused nobody: and that the tempest, which came on 
unexpectedly at the very instant, wa3 an unanswera¬ 
ble apology, and entirely discharged the accused from 
all guilt. He demanded, that a whole day should be 
allowed them to make their defence, a favour not 
denied to the most criminal, and that they should be 
tried separately. He represented, that they were not 
in ihe least, obliged to precipitate a sentence, w herein 
the lives of the most illustrious of the citizens were 
concerned; that it was in some measure attacking the 
gods to make men responsible for the winds and 
weather; 3 and that they could not without the most 
flagrant ingratitude and injustice, put the conquerors 
to death, to whom they ought to decree crowns and 
honours, or give up the defenders of their country to 
the rage of those who envied them; and if they did 
so, their unjust judgment would be followed w-ith a 
sudden but vain repentance, w r hich would leave in 
their hearts the sharpest remorse, and cover them with 
eternal shame and infamy.” The people seemed at 
first to be moved with these reasons; but being ani¬ 
mated by the accusers, they pronounced sentence of 
death against the eight generals; and six of them, 
who were present, were seized in order to their being 
carried to execution. One of them, Diomedon, a 
person of great reputation for his valour and probity 


* Minerva. 

3 Quem adeo iniquum, ut seeleri assignet, quod venti et 
fluctus deliquerint ? Tacit. Annal. 1. xiv. c. 3 






PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


343 


demanded to be heard.—“Athenians,” said he, “I 
wish the sentence you have passed upon us may not 
prove the misfortune of the republic; but I have one 
favour to ask of you in behalf of tny colleagues and 
myself, which is, to acquit us before the gods of the 
vow r s we made to them for you and ourselves, ns we 
are not in a condition to discharge them; for it is to 
their protection, invoked before the battle, we ac¬ 
knowledge that we are indebted for the victory gained 
by us over the enemy.” There was not one good citi¬ 
zen that did not melt into tears at this discourse, so 
full of mildness and religion, and admire with sur¬ 
prise the moderation of a person, who seeing himself 
unjustly condemned, did not however vent the least 
harsh expression, or even complaint, against his 
judges, but was solely intent (in favour of an ungrate¬ 
ful country, which had doomed them to perish) upon 
what it owed the gods in common with them for the 
victory they had lately obtained. 

The six generals were hardly executed when the 
people opened their eyes, and perceived all the hor¬ 
ror of that sentence; but their repentance could not 
restore the dead to life. Callixenes, their accuser, 
was put in prison, and was not allowed to be heard. 
Having found means to make his escape, he fled to 
Decelia to the enemy, from whence he returned some 
time after to Athens, where he died of hunger, uni¬ 
versally detested and abhorred by all the world, as all 
false accusers and slanderers ought to be. Diodorus 
remarks, that the people themselves were justly 
punished for their crime by the gods, who abandoned 
them soon after, not to a single master, but to thirty 
tyrants, that treated them with the utmost rigour and 
cruelty. 

The disposition of the populace is recognised in this 
account; 1 and Plato, upon the same event, draw's in 
few words their character with much spirit and re¬ 
semblance. The populace, 2 says he, is an inconstant, 
ungrateful, cruel, suspicious animal, incapable of sub¬ 
mitting to the government of reason; and this is no 
wonder, adds ne, as it is commonly composed of the 
dregs of a city, and is a monstrous assemblage, with¬ 
out form or order, of all that is worst in it. 

The same relation shows what effect fear can have 
upon the minds of men, even upon those who pass for 
the wisest, and how few there are, who are capable of 
supporting inflexibly the view of present danger and 
disgrace. Though the justice of the accused gene¬ 
rals’ cause was perfectly known in the senate, at least 
by the greater part of it; as soon as the people’s rage 
was mentioned, and the terrible menaces they mur¬ 
mured, those grave senators, most of whom had com¬ 
manded armies, and who all had frequently exposed 
themselves to the greatest dangers of war, instantly 
changed sides, and came over to the most notorious 
calumny, and flagrant injustice, that ever had being: 
an evident proof, that there is a courage, though very 
rare, which infinitely transcends that valour, which 
induces so many thousands of men every day to con¬ 
front the most terrible dangers in battle. 

. Amongst all the judges, one alone, truly worthy of 
his reputation, the great Socrates, in this general 
treason and perfidy, stood firm and immoveable; and 
though he knew his suffrage and unaided voice would 
be of little or no consequence to the accused, he 
thought these an homage due to oppressed innocence, 
and that it was unworthy an honest man 3 to suffer 
himself, through a base fear, to be hurried away by the. 
fury of a blind and frantic people. We see in this 
instance how far the cause of justice may be aban¬ 
doned. We may conclude it was not better defended 
before the people. Of more than 3000 citizens, who 
composed the assembly, two only took upon them the 
defence of their generals, Euriptolemus and Axiochus. 
Plato has preserved their names, and given that of 
the latter to the dialogue, from whence part of these 
reflections are taken. 


t Plat, in Axioch. p. 3G8, 3G9. 

2 k%,xpi<TT0v, x-^txopov i wftlv, /3x<rxxvov t «jroc« Stv- 
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The same year the battle of Ar- 
ginusce was fought, Dionysius pos- A. M. 3593. 
sessed himself of the tyranny in Ant. J. C. 406. 
Sicily. I shall defer speaking of 
him till I relate the history of the tyrants of Syracuse 
at large. 

SECTION VI.— LYSANDER COMMANDS THE LACE¬ 
DAEMONIAN FLEET. CYRUS IS RECALLED TO 

COURT BY HIS FATHER. LYSANDER. GAINS A 

CELEBRATED VICTORY OVER THE HENIANS AT 

AEG OSPOT AMOS. 

After the defeat at the Arginu- 
sae, 4 the affairs of the Peloponnesians A. M. 3599. 

declining, the allies, supported by Ant. J. C. 411. 
the credit of Cyrus, sent an embas¬ 
sy to Sparta, to demand that the command of the fleet 
should again be given to Lysander, with the promise 
of serving with more affection and courage if their 
request were granted. As it was contrary to the law's 
of Sparta that the same person should be twice admi¬ 
ral, the Lacedaemonians, to gratify the allies, gave the 
title of admiral to one Aracus, and sent Lysander 
with him, whom in appearance they commissioned 
only as vice-admiral, though in effect, they invested 
him with all the authority of the supreme command. 

All those who had the greatest share in the govern¬ 
ment of the cities, and possessed the most authority 
in them, saw him arrive with extreme joy; promising 
themselves, from his influence, the final subversion ot 
the democratic power. His character of complaisance 
towards his friends, and indulgence to all their faults, 
suited much better their ambitious and injurious 
views, than the austere equity of Callicratidas. For 
Lysander was a man of tne most corrupt heart, and 
gloried in having no principles on the score of virtue 
or the most sacred duties. He made no scruple to 
employ artifice and deceit upon all occasions, and 
esteemed justice only as far as it served his measures. 
When it did not promote them, he never failed to 
prefer the useful, which with him was alone the laud¬ 
able and excellent; from a persuasion that truth had 
in its own nature no advantage over falsehood, and 
that the value of both one and the other was to be 
appreciated by the convenience resulting from them. 
And as to those who represented to him, that it was 
unworthy the descendants of Hercules to make use 
of fraud and treachery’, he laughed at them; “For,” 
said he, “where the lion’s skin is not long enough, it 
is necessary to tack the fox’s tail to it.” 

An expression ascribed to him sufficiently denotes 
how small an account he made of perjury. He used 
to say, Children are amused with baubles and men 
with oaths; 5 showing by so professed a want of reli¬ 
gion, that he cared less for the gods than his enemies. 
For be w’ho deceives with a false oath, plainly de¬ 
clares, in so doing, that he fears his enemies, but that 
he despises God. 

Here ends the twenty-sixth year of the Peloponne¬ 
sian tvar. 6 In this year it was, that the younger Cyrus, 
dazzled with the splendour of supreme authority, to 
which he had been little accustomed, and jealous of 
the least omission in point of ceremonial homage, dis¬ 
covered by a remarkable action the secret of his heart. 
Brought up from his infancy among the reigning 
family, nurtured under the shade of the throne, amidst 
the submissions and prostrations of the courtiers, 
entertained long by the discourses of an ambitious 
mother, that idolized him, in the desire and hope of 
empire, he began already to exert the rights of sov¬ 
ereignty, and to exact the honours paid to it with 
surprising haughtiness and rigour. Two Persians of 
the royal family, his cousin-germans by their mother, 
sister of his father Darius, had omitted to cover their 
hands with their sleeves in his presence, according to 


« Xenoph. Hellen. 1. ii. p. 454. Tlut. in Lys. 1. ix. p. 43G, 
437. Diod. 1. xiii. p.*223. 

* The Greek text admits of another sense, which is per¬ 
haps equally good : Children may use art and cheat one 
another in their games, and men in their oaths. ’£xe*.sut 
to Of fttv irxiXxs x<TTpxyxK0tf } Toy$ J ccvSpx; tfpxo 7tjs« 
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a ceremonial observed only towards the kings of Per¬ 
sia. Cyrus resented that neglect as a capital crime, 
condemned tbem both to die, and caused them to be 
executed at Sardis without mercy. Darius, at whose 
feet their relations threw themselves to demand jus¬ 
tice, was very much affected with the tragical end of 
his two nephews, and looked upon this action of his 
son’s as an attempt upon himself, to whom alone that 
honour was due. He resolved therefore to take his 
government from him, and ordered him to court upon 
the pretext of being sick, and having a desire to see 
him. 

Cyrus, before his departure, sent for Lysander to 
Sardis, and put into his hands great sums of money 
for the payment of his fleet, promising him still more 
for the future. And with the ostentation of a young 
man, to let him see how much he desired to oblige 
him, he assured him, that though the king his father 
should cease to afford him any supplies, he would 
furnish him the more willingly out of his own coffers, 
and that rather than he should want the necessary 
provisions, he would even cause the throne of massy 
gold and silver, upon which he sat to administer 
justice, to be melted down. At length, when he was 
upon the point of setting out, he empowered him to 
receive the tributes and revenues of the cities, con¬ 
fided the government of his provinces to him, and 
embracing him, conjured him not to give battle in his 
absence, unless superior in force; because the king 
neither wanted the will nor the power to give him that 
superiority over the enemy; promising, at the same 
time, with (he strongest assurances of affection, to 
bring him a great number of ships from Phoenicia and 
Cilicia. 

After that prince’s departure,* * Lysander sailed 
towards the Hellespont, and laid siege to Lampsacus, 
Thorax, having marched thither with his land forces 
at the same time, assaulted the city on his side. The 
place was carried by storm, 2 and abandoned by Ly¬ 
sander to the soldiers. The Athenians, who followed 
him close, came to an anchor in the port of Eleontum 
in the Chersonesus, with 180 galleys. But upon the 
news of the taking of Lampsacus,*’they immediately- 
steered for Sestos, and after having taken in provi¬ 
sions, they stood away from thence, sailing along the 
coast to a place called iEgospotamos, 3 where they 
halted over against the enemy, who were then at 
anchor before Lampsacus. The Hellespont is not 
above 2000 paces broad in that place. The two armies, 
seeing themselves so near each other, expected only 
to rest that day, and were in hopes of coming to a 
battle on the next. 

But Lysander had another design in view. He 
commanded the seamen and pilots to go on board 
their galleys, as if they were in reality to fight the 
next morning at break of clay, to hold themselves in 
readiness, and to wait his orders with profound 
silence. He ordered the land army in like manner to 
draw up in battle upon the coast, and to wait the day 
without any noise. On the morrow, as soon as the 
sun was risen, the Athenians began to row towards 
them with their whole fleet in one line and to bid them 
defiance. Lysander, though his ships were ranged 
in order of battle, with their heads towards the enemy, 
lay still without making any movement. In the eve¬ 
ning, when the Athenians withdrew, he did not suffer 
his soldiers to go ashore, till two or three galleys, 
which he had sent out to observe them, were returned 
with advice, that they had seen the enemy land. The 
next day passed in tne same manner, as did the third 
and fourth. Such a conduct, which argued reserve 
and apprehension, extremely augmented the security 
and boldness of the Athenians, and inspired them 
with a sovereign contempt for an army, which fear, 
in their opinion, prevented from showing themselves, 
and attempting any thing. 

Whilst this passed, Alcibiades, who was near the 
fleet, took horse, and came to the Athenian generals; 


* Xenophon. Hellen. 1. ii. p. 455—458. 

* in Lys. p. 437 & 440. Id. in Alcib. p. 212. Diod. 
1. xtii. p. 225, 226. 

* The river of the Goat. 


to whom he represented, that they kept upon a very 
disadvantageous coast, where there were neither ports 
nor cities in the neighbourhood; that they were 
obliged to bring their provisions from Sestos with 
great danger and difficulty; and that they were very 
much in the wrong to suffer the soldiers and mariners 
of the fleet, as soon as they were ashore, to straggle 
and disperse themselves wherever they pleased, whilst 
they saw an enemy’s fleet facing them, accustomed 
to execute the orders of their general with instant 
obedience, and upon the slightest signal. He offered 
also to attack the enemy by land with a strong body 
of Thracian troops, and to force them to a battle. 
The generals, especially Tydeus and Menander, jea¬ 
lous of their command, did not content themselves 
with refusing his offers, from the opinion, that if the 
event proved unfortunate, the whole blame would fail 
on them, and if favourable, that Alcibiades would 
engross the honour of it; but rejected also with insult 
his wise and salutary counsel, as if a man in disgrace 
lost his sense and abilities with the favour ot’ the 
commonwealth. Alcibiades withdrew. 

The fifth day the Athenians presented themselves 
again, and offered him battle; retiring in the evening 
according to custom with more insulting airs than the 
days before. Lysander, as usual, detached some gal¬ 
leys to observe them, with orders to return with the 
utmost diligence, as soon as they saw the Athenians 
landed, and to put a brazen buckler at each ship’s 
head as soon as they reached the middle of the chan¬ 
nel. Himself in the mean time ran through the whole 
line in his galley, exhorting the pilots and officers to 
hold the seamen and soldiers in readiness to row and 
fight on the first signal. 

As soon as the bucklers were put up in the ship’s 
heads, and the admiral galley had given the signal by 
the sound of trumpet, the whole fleet set forwards in 
good order. The land army at the same time made 
all possible haste to the top of the promontory to see 
the battle. The strait that separates the two conti¬ 
nents in this place, is about fifteen stadia, 4 or three 
quarters of a league in breadth, which space was 
presently cleared through the activity and diligence 
of the rowers. Conon, the Athenian general, was the 
first who perceived, from the shore, tne enemy’s fleet 
advancing in good order to attack him; upon which 
he immediately cried out for the troops to embark. In 
the height of sorrow and perplexity, some he called 
to by their names, some he conjured, and others he 
forced to go on board their galleys; but all his en¬ 
deavours and emotion were ineffectual, the soldiers 
being dispersed on all sides. For they were no sooner 
come on shore, than some ran to the sutlers, some to 
walk in the country, some to sleep in their tents, and 
others had begun to dress their suppers. This pro¬ 
ceeded from the want of vigilance and experience in 
their generals, who, not suspecting the least danger, 
indulged themselves in taking their repose and gave 
their soldiers the same liberty. 

The enemy had already fallen on with loud cries 
and a great noise of their oars, when Conon, disen¬ 
gaging- himself with nine galleys, of which number 
was tne sacred ship called the Paralian , stood away 
for Cyprus, where he took refuge with Evagoras. The 
Peloponnesians, falling upon the rest of the fleet, took 
immediately the galleys which were empty, and dis¬ 
abled and destroyed such as began to fill with men. 
The soldiers, who ran without order or arms to their 
relief, were either killed in their endeavour to get on 
board, or flying on shore, were cut to pieces by the 
enemy, who landed in pursuit of them. Lysander 
took 3000 prisoners, with all the’generals and the 
whole fleet. After having plundered the camp, and 
fastened the enemy’s galleys to the sterns of his own, 
he returned to Lampsacus, amidst the sounds of flutes 
and songs of triumph. He had the glory of achieving 
one of the greatest military exploits recorded in his¬ 
tory, with little or no loss, and of terminating in the 
small space of an hour, a war which had already 
lasted seven-and-twenty years, and which perhaps, 
without him, would have been of much longer conti- 
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nuance. Lysander immediately sent despatches with 
inis agreeable news to Sparta. 

The 3000 prisoners, taken in this battle, having 
been condemned to die, Lysander called upon Philo- 
cles, one of the Athenian generals, who had caused 
all the prisoners taken in two galleys, the one of 
Andros, tho other of Corinth, to be thrown from the 
top of a precipice, and had formerly persuaded the 
people of Athens to make a decree for cutting off the 
thumb of the right hand of all the prisoners ol war, in 
order to disable them from handling the pike, and that 
they might be fit only to serve at the oar. Lysander 
therefore caused him to be brought forth, and asked 
him- what sentence he would pass upon himself, for 
having induced his city to pass that cruel decree. 
Philtvcles without departing from his haughtiness in 
the West, notwithstanding the extreme danger he was 
in, niwde answer, “Accuse not people of crimes who 
have ko judges; but as you are victor, use your right, 
and d<k by us as we would have done by you, if we 
had conquered,” At the same instant he went into 
a bat! put on afterwards a magnificent robe, and 
marched foremost to the execution. All the prisoners 
were p*i to the sword, except Adimantus, who had 
opposed the decree. 

After ibia expedition, Lysander went with his fleet 
to all tU* maritime cities, and gave orders for all 
Athenian* in them to withdraw as soon as possible to 
Athens, without permitting them to take any other 
route; declaring, that after a certain time fixed, all 
such should be punished with death, as should be 
found out of Athens. This he did as an able politi¬ 
cian, to reduce the city by famine the more easily, 
and to rendto- it incapable of sustaining a long siege. 
He afterward* busied himself in subjecting democracy, 
and all other forms of government, throughout the 
cities; leaving in each of them a Lacedamicnian gov¬ 
ernor, called narmostes , and ten archons, or magis¬ 
trates, whom he chose out of the societies he had es¬ 
tablished in them. Me thereby in some measure se¬ 
cured to himself universal authority, and a kind of 
sovereignty over all Greece; putting none into power, 
but such as were entirely devoted to his service. 

SECTION VIL— ATHENS, BESIEGED BY LYSANDER, 
CAPITULATES AND SURRENDERS. LYSANDER 
CHANGES THE FORM OF GOVERNMENT, AND 
ESTABLISHES THIRTY COMMANDERS IN IT. HE 
SENDS GYL1PPUS BEFORE HIM TO SPARTA WITH 
ALL THE GOLD AND SILVER TAKEN FROM THE 
ENEMY. DECREE OF SPARTA UPON THE USE TO 
BE MADE OF IT. THE PELOPONNESIAN WAR 
ENDS IN THIS MANNER. DEATH OF DARIUS 
NOTH US. 

When the news of the entire 
A. M. 3600. defeat of the army came to Athens 
Ant. J. C. 404. by a ship, 1 which arrived by night 
at the Piraeus, the city was in uni¬ 
versal consternation. Nothing was heard but cries 
of sorrow and despair in every part of it. They 
imagined the enemy already at tneir gates. They 
represented to themselves the miseries of a long siege, 
a cruel famine, the ruin and burning of their city, the 
insolence of a proud victor, and the shameful slavery 
they were upon the point of experiencing, more afflict¬ 
ing and insupportable to them than the most severe 
punishments, and death itself. The next day the 
assembly was summoned, wherein it was resolved to 
shut up all the ports, one only excepted; to repair the 
breaches in the walls; and mount guard to prepare 
against a siege. 

In fact, Agis and Pausanias, the two kings of Sparta, 
advanced towards Athens with all their troops. Ly¬ 
sander soon after arrived at the Piraeus with 150 sail 
and prevented all ships from going in or coming out. 
The Athenians besieged by sea and land, without 
provisions, ships, hope of relief, or any resource, re¬ 
instated all persons who had been attainted by any 
decree, without however speaking of a capitulation, 
though many already died of the famine. But when 


1 Xenonh. Hcllen. 1. ii. n. 458—4G2. Plut. in Lysand. p. 
440, 441. 
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their corn was entirely consumed, they sent deputies 
to Agis, to propose a treaty with Sparta, upon condi- 
tion of abandoning all their possessions, the city and 
port only excepted. He referred the deputies to 
Laoedemon, as not being empowered to treat with 
them. When they arrived at Selasia, upon the fron¬ 
tier of Sparta, and had made known their commission 
to the Ephori, they were ordered to retire, and to come 
with other proposals if they expected peace. The 
Ephori had demanded, that 1200 paces of the wall on 
each side of the Piraeus should be demolished: but 
an Athenian, for venturing to advise a compliance, 
was sent to prison, and prohibition made against pro¬ 
posing any thing of that kind for the future. 

In this deplorable condition, Theramenes declared 
in the assembly, that if he were sent to Lysander, he 
would know whether the proposal made by the La- 
caedemonians for dismantling the city, was intended 
to facilitate its ruin, or to prevent a revolt. The 
Athenians having deputed him accordingly, he was 
more than three months absent; no doubt with the 
view of reducing them by famine to accept any con¬ 
ditions that should be offered. On his return he told 
them, that Lysander had detained him all that time, 
and that at last he had given him to understand, that 
he might apply to the Ephori. He was therefore sent 
back with nine others to Sparta, with full powers to 
conclude a treaty. When they arrived there, the 
Ephori gave them audience in the general assembly, 
where the Corinthians and several other allies, espe¬ 
cially the Thebans, insisted that it was absolutely 
necessary to destroy the city without hearkening any 
farther to a treaty# But the Lacaedeinoniaus prefer¬ 
ring the glory and safety of Greece to their own 
grandeur, made answer that they never would be 
reproached with having destroyed a city that had 
rendered such great services to all Greece; the 
remembrance of which ought to have much greater 
weight with the allies than the resentment of private 
injuries received from it. The peace was therefore 
concluded upon these conditions: “That the fortifi¬ 
cations of the Piraeus, with the long wall that joined 
that port to the city, should be demolished; that the 
Athenians should deliver up all their galleys, twelve 
only excepted; that they should abandon all the 
cities they had seized, and content themselves with 
their own lands and country; that they should recall 
their exiles, and make a league offensive and defen¬ 
sive with the Lacaeclemonians, under whom they 
should march wherever they thought fit to lead them.” 

The deputies on their return were surrounded with 
an innumerable throng of people, who were apprehen¬ 
sive that nothing had been concluded, for they were 
not able to hold out any longer, such multitudes 
dying every day with famine. The next day they 
reported the success of their negociation; the treaty 
was ratified notwithstanding the opposition of some 
persons; and Lysander, followed by the exiles, en¬ 
tered the port. ” It was upon the very day that the 
Athenians had formerly gained the famous naval 
battle of Salaniis. He caused the walls to be demol¬ 
ished to the sound of flutes and trumpets, and with 
all the exterior marks of triumph and rejoicing, as if 
all Greece had that day regained its liberty. Thus 
ended the Peloponnesian war, after having continued 
during the space of twenty-seven years. 

Lysander, without giving the Athenians time to 
look about them, changed the form of their govern¬ 
ment entirely, established thirty archons, or rather 
tyrants, over the city, put a stroug garrison into the 
citadel, and left the Spartan Callibius, harrnostes , or 
governor. Agis dismissed his troops. Lysander, be¬ 
fore he disbanded his, advanced against Samos, which 
he pressed so warmly, that it was at last obliged to 
capitulate. After having established its ancient in¬ 
habitants in it, he proposed to return to Sparta with 
the Lacedemonian galleys, those of the Piraeus, and 
the beaks of those he had taken. 

He had sent Gylippus, who had commanded the 
army in Sicily, before him, to carry the money and 
spoils, which were the fruit of his glorious campaigns, 
to Lacaedemon. The money, without reckoning the 
innumerable crowns of gold given hir4 by the cities. 
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amounted to 1500 talents, that is to say, 1,500,000 
crowns.* Gylippus, who carried this considerable 
sum, could not resist the temptation of converting 
Some part of it to his own use. The bags were seal¬ 
ed up carefully and did not seem to leave any room 
for theft. He unsewed them at the bottom; and af¬ 
ter having taken out of each of them what money he 
thought fit, to the amount of 300 talents, he sewed 
them up again very neatly, and thought himself per¬ 
fectly safe. But when he arrived at Sparta, the ac¬ 
counts which had been put up in each bag, discovered 
him. To avoid punishment, he banished nimself from 
his country, carrying along with him in all places the 
disgrace of having sullied, by so base and sordid an 
avarice, the glory of all his great actions. 

From this unhappy example, the wisest and most 
judicious of the Spartans, apprehending the all-pow¬ 
erful effects of money, which enslaved not only the 
vulgar, but even the greatest of men, extremely 
blamed Lysander for having acted so contradictorily 
to the fundamental laws of Sparta, and warmly repre¬ 
sented to the Epliori, how incumbent it was upon 
them to banish all that gold and silver from the repub¬ 
lic,® and to lay the heaviest of curses and imprecations 
upon it, as the fatal bane of all other states, introduced 
only to corrupt the wholesome constitution of the 
Spartan government, which had supported itself for 
so many ages with vigour and prosperity. The 
Ephori immediately passed a decree to proscribe that 
money, and .ordained that none should be current, 
except the usual iron coin. But Lysander’s friends 
opposed this decree, and sparing no pains to retain 
the gold and silver in Sparta, thefaffair was referred 
to farther deliberation. There naturally seemed only 
two plans to be proposed; which were, either to 
make the gold and silver coin current, or to cry them 
down and prohibit them absolutely. The men of 
address and policy found out a third expedient, which, 
in their opinion, reconciled both the otners with great 
success: this was wisely to choose the mean between 
the vicious extremes of too much rigour and too 
much remissness. It was therefore resolved, that the 


i About 337,000/. sterling. 
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new coin of gold and silver should be solely employ¬ 
ed by the public treasury; that it should only pass 
in the occasion and uses of the state; and that every 
private person in whose possession it should he found, 
should be immediately put to death. 

A strange expedient! says Plutarch; as if Lycur- 
gus had feared the specie of gold and silver, and not 
the avarice they occasion; an avarice less to be extin¬ 
guished by prohibiting individuals from possessing it, 
than inflamed by permitting the state to amass and 
make use of it for the service of the public. For it 
was impossible, whilst that money was neld in honour 
and esteem with the public, that it should be despised 
in private as useless, and that the people should look 
upon that as of no value in their domestic affairs, which 
the state prized, and was so anxious to have for its 
occasions; bad usages, authorized by the practice and 
example of the public, being a thousand times more 
dangerous to individuals than the vices of individuals 
to the public. The Lacaedemonians, therefore, con¬ 
tinues Plutarch, in punishing those with death who 
should make use of the new money in private, 
were so blind and imprudent as to imagine, that 
the placing of the law, and the terror of punish¬ 
ment, as a guard at the door, was sufficient to pre¬ 
vent gold and silver from entering the house; whilst 
they left the hearts of their citizens open to the desire 
and admiration of riches, and introduced themselves a 
violent passion for amassing treasure, in causing it to be 
deemed a great and honourable thing to become rich. 

It was about the end of the Pelo- 
onnesian war, that Darius Nothus, A. M. 3600. 
ing of Persia, died, after a reign of Ant. J. C. 404. 
nineteen years. Cyrus had arrived 
at the court before his death, and Parysatis, his mother, 
whose idol he was, not contented with having made 
his peace, notwithstanding the faults he had commit¬ 
ted in his government, pressed the old king to declare 
him his successor also, after the example of Darius 
the First, who gave Xerxes the preference before all 
his brothers, because he had been born, as Cyrus was, 
after his father’s succession to the throne. But Darius 
did not carry his complaisance for her so far. He 
gave the crown to Arsaces, his eldest son by Parysatis 
also, whom Plutarch calls Arsicas, and bequeathed to 
Cyrus only the provinces he had already 
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CHAPTER I. 

SECTION I.— CORONATION OF ARTAXERXES MNE¬ 
MON. C VRUS ATTEMPTS TO ASSASSINATE HIS BRO¬ 
THER, AND IS SENT INTO ASIA MINOR. CRUEL RE¬ 
VENGE OF STATIRA, WIFE OF ARTAXERXES, UPON 
THE AUTHORS AND ACCOMPLICES IN THE MURDER 
OF HER BROTHER. DEATH OF ALCIBIADES. HIS 
CHARACTER. 

ARSACES, upon ascending the 
A. M. 3600. throne, assumed the name of Arta- 
Ant. J. C. 404. xerxes: he it is to whom the Greeks 
gave the surname of Mnemon.t from 
his prodigious memory. Being near his father’s bed 
when he was dying, 1 * * he asked him, a few moments 
before he expired, what had been the rule of his con¬ 
duct during so long and happy a reign as his, that he 
might make it his example. It has been, replied he, 
to do always what justice and religion required of me: 
memorable words, and well worthy to be set up in 
letters of gold in the palaces of kings, to keep them 
perpetually in mind of what ought to be the guide 
and rule of all their actions. It is not uncommon for 
princes to give excellent instructions to their children 
on their death-beds, which would be more efficacious, 
if preceded by their own example and practice; 
without which they are as weak and impotent as the 
sick man who gives them, and seldom survive him 
long. 

Soon after Darius’s death,* the new king set out 
from his capital for the city of Pasargada, 4 in order to 
his coronation, according to custom, by the priests of 
Persia. There was in that city a temple of the goddess 
who presided over war, in which the coronation of 
their kings was solemnized. It was attended with 
very singular ceremonies, which no doubt had some 
mysterious sense; though Plutarch does not explain 
it.—The prince, at his consecration, took off his robe 
in the temple, and put on that worn by the ancient 
Cyrus before he came to the throne, which wa3 pre¬ 
served in that place with great veneration. After 
that he ate a dry fig, chewed some leaves of the tur¬ 
pentine tree, and drank a draught composed of milk 
and vinegar. Was this to signify, that the sweets of 
sovereign power are mingled with the bitterness of 
care and disquiet, and that, if the throne be surround¬ 
ed with pleasures and honours, it is also attended 
with pains and anxieties'? It seems sufficiently evi¬ 
dent, that the design of putting the robes of Cyrus 
upon the new king, was to make him understand, that 
he should also clothe his mind with the great qualities 
and exalted virtues of that prince. 

Young Cyru3, corroded by ambition, was in despair 
upon being forever frustrated in his hopes of ascend¬ 


1 Which word signifies in the Greek, one of a good mem¬ 
ory. 

1 Athen. 1. xii. p. 543. 

* I’lut. in Artax. p. 1012. 

4 A city of Persia built by Cyrus the Great. 


ing a throne with which his mother had inspired him, 
and on seeing the sceptre, which he thought his 
righl, transferred into the hands of his brother. The 
blackest crimes cost the ambitious nothing. Cyrus 
resolved to assassinate Artaxerxes in the temple itself, 
and in the presence of the whole court, just when he 
was about to take off his own robe to put on that of Cy¬ 
rus. Artaxerxes was apprized of this design by the priest 
himself who had educated his brother, to whom he 
had imparted it. Cyrus was seized and condemned 
to die—when his mother Parysatis, almost out of her 
senses, flew to the place, clasped him in her arms, 
tied herself to him with the tresses of her hair, fasten¬ 
ed her neck to his, and by her shrieks, and tears, and 
prayers, prevailed so far as to obtain his pardon, and 
that he should be sent back to his government 
of the maritime provinces. He carried thither with 
him an ambition no less ardent than before, and 
animated besides, with resentment of the disgrace 
he had received, and the warm desire of revenge, 
and armed with an absolute unbounded power. 
Artaxerxes upon this occasion acted contrary to the 
most common rules of policy, which do not admit 
the nourishing and inflaming,* by extraordinary hon¬ 
ours, the pride and haughtiness of a bold and enter¬ 
prising young prince like Cyrus, who had carried his 
personal enmity to his brother so far, as to have 
resolved to assassinate him with his own hand, and 
whose ambition for empire was so great, as to employ 
the most criminal methods for the attainment of its 
end. 

Artaxerxes had espoused Statira.* Scarce had her 
husband ascended the throne, when she employed the 
power her beauty gave her over him, to avenge the 
death of her brother Teriteuchmes. History has not 
a more tragical scene, nor a more monstrous compli¬ 
cation of adultery, incest, and murder; which, after 
having occasioned great disorders in the royal family, 
terminated at length in the most fatal manner to all 
who had any share in it. But it is necessary for the 
reader’s knowledge of the fact, to trace it from the 
beginning. 

Hydarues, Statira’s father, a Persian of very high 
quality, was governor of one of the principal provinces 
of the empire. Statira was a lady of extraordinary 
beauty, winch induced Artaxerxes to marry her: he 
was then called Arsaces. At the same time Teri¬ 
teuchmes, Slatira’s brother, married Hamestris, Ar¬ 
saces’s sister, one of the daughters of Darius and Pary- 
satis ; in favour of which marriage Teriteuchmes, 
upon his father’s death, had his government given him. 
There was at the same time another sister in this fami¬ 
ly, named Roxana, no less beautiful than Statira, and 
who besides excelled in the arts of shooting with the 
bow, and throwing the dart. Teriteuchmes her brother 
conceived a criminal passion for her, and to gratify 

* Ne quis mobiles adolescentium auimos praematuris ho 
noribus ad superbiam extolleret. Tacit. Annat. 1. iv. c, 17. 

« Ctes. c. li. Iv. 
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it, resolved to set himself at liherty by killing Hame- 
stris, whom he had espoused. Darius, having been 
informed of this project, hy the force of presents and 
promises, engaged Udiastes, Teriteuchnies's intimate 
mend and confidant, to prevent so black a design, by 
assassinating him. He obeyed, and had for his re¬ 
ward, the government of him he had put to death 
with his own hands. 

Among Teriteuchnies’s guards was a son of Udia¬ 
stes, called Mithridates, very much attached to his 
master. The young gentleman upon hearing that his 
father had committed this murder in person, uttered 
all manner of imprecations against him, and full of hor¬ 
ror for so infamous and vile an action, seized on the ci¬ 
ty of Zaris, and openly revolting, declared for the es¬ 
tablishment of Teriteuchnies’s son. But that young man 
could not hold out long against Darius. He was 
blocked up in the place with the son of Teriteuchmes, 
whom he had with him; and all the rest of the family 
of Hydarnes were put in prison, and delivered to 
Parysatis, to do with them as that mother, exaspera¬ 
ted to the last excess by the treatment either done or 
intended against her daughter Hamestris, should think 
fit. That cruel princess began by causing Roxana, 
whose beauty had been the occasion of all this evil, 
to be sawed m two, and ordered all the rest to be put 
to death, except Statira, whose life she granted to the 
tears and the most tender and ardent solicitations of 
Arsaces; whose love for his wife made him spare no 
ains for her preservation, though Darius, his father, 
elieved it necessary, even for his own good, that she 
should share the same fate with the rest of her family. 
Such was the state of the affair at the death of Darius. 

Statira, as soon as herhusband was upon the throne, 
causes Udiastes to be delivered into her hands. She 
ordered his tongue to be torn out, and made him die 
in the most exquisite torments she could invent, to 
punish the crime which had occasioned the ruin of her 
family. She gave his government to Mithridates, in 
recompense for his attachment to the interests of her 
family. Parysatis on her side took her revenge on the 
son of Teriteuchmes, whom she caused to be poisoned; 
and we shall see that Statira’s turn was not very remote. 

We see here the terrible, effects of female revenge, 
and in general of what excesses they are capable, who 
find themselves ahove all laws, and have no other rule 
for their actions than their will and passions. 

Cyrus, having resolved to dethrone 
A. M. 3601. his brother, employed Clearchus, the 
Ant. J. C.403. Lacedaemonian general, to raise a 
body of Grecian troops, under pre¬ 
tence of a war which that Spartan proposed to carry 
into Thrace. I shall defer speaking of this famous 
expedition, and also of the death of Socrates, which 
happened about the same time; as I intend to treat 
those two great events in all the extent they deserve. 
It was without doubt, with the same view, 1 * that Cy¬ 
rus presented to Lysander a galley of two cubits of 
length, made of ivory and gold, to congratulate him 
upon his naval victory. That galley was consecra¬ 
ted to Apollo in the temple ot Delphi. Lysander 
went soon afterwards to Sardis, charged with magni¬ 
ficent presents for Cyrus from the allies. 

It was upon that occasion Cyrus had the celebrated 
conversation with Lysander, related by Xenophon,a 
and which Cicero after him, has applied so beautiful¬ 
ly. That young prince, 3 * who piqued himself more 
upon his aftability and politeness than nobility and 

1 Plut. in Lys. p. 443,. a Xenophun CEcon. p. 830. 

a Narrat Socrates in eo libro Cyrum minorem, regem 
Persarum, pr®stautem ingenio atque imperii gloria, cum 
Lysander Lacedcemonius, vir sumra® virtutis, venisset ad 
eum Sardes, eique dona a sociis attulissct, et caeteris in re¬ 
bus comem erga Lysandrum atque humanum fuisse, et ei 
quemdam conseptum agrum diligentcr consitum ostendisse. 
Cumautem admiraretur Lysander et proceriiates arborum, 
et directos in quincuncem ordines, et humum subactam 
atque puram, el suavitatem odorum qui ctflarentur e fiori- 
bus; turn eum dixiese, mirari sc non modo diligentiam, sed 
etiam solertiam ejus, a quo essent ilia dimensa atque des- 
cripta. Et ei Cyrum respondisse: Atqui ego ista sum 
dimensus, mei sunt ordines, mea descriptio, mult® etiam 
istarum arborum mea manu sunt sat®. Turn Lysandrum 
sriiuentem ejus purpuram et nilorem corporis, ornatumque 

Persicum multo auro multisque gemmis, dixisae: Rectb 


grandeur, pleased himself with conducting in person 
so illustrious a guest through his gardens, and with 
making him observe the various beauties of them. 
Lysander, struck with so fine a prospect, admired the 
manner in which the several parts were laid out the 
height of the trees, the neatness and disposition of the 
walks; the abundance of fruit-trees, planted checker- 
wise, with an art which had known how to unite the 
useful with the agreeable; the beauty of the parterres, 
and the glowing variety of flowers, exhaling odours 
universally throughout the delightful scene. “Every 
thing charms and transports 'me in this place,” said 
Lysander, addressing himself to Cyrus; “but what 
strikes me most, is the exquisite taste and elegant in¬ 
dustry of the person who drew the plan of the several 
arts of this garden, and gave it the fine order, won- 
erful disposition, and happiness of symmetry, which 
I cannot sufficiently admire.” Cyrus, infinitely pleased 
with this discourse, replied, “It was I that drew the 
plan, and -entirely marked it out; and many of the 
trees, which you see, were planted with my own 
hands.” “What!” replied L)^sander, considering 
him from head to foot, “is it possible with these pur¬ 
ple robes and splendid vestments, those strings of 
jewels and bracelets of gold, those buskins so richly 
embroidered, that you could play the gardener, and 
employ your royal hands in planting trees!” “ Dcrfes 
that surprise you?” said Cyrus, “ I swear by the god 
Mithras,4 that when my health admits, I never sit 
down to table without having made myself sweat with 
some fatigue or other, either in military exercise, rural 
labour, or some other toilsome employment, to which 
I apply with pleasure, and without sparing myself.” 
Lysaucer was amazed at this discourse, and pressing 
him by the hand; “ Cyrus,said he, “you'are truly 
happy, and deserve your high fortune; because in 
you it is united with virtue.” 

Alcibiades without any trouble discovered the mys¬ 
tery of the levies made by Cyrus, and went into the 
province of Pharnabazus, with a design to proceed to 
the court of Persia, and to apprise Artaxerxes of the 
scheme laid against him. Had he arrived there.adis- 
covery of sucn importance would have infallibly pro¬ 
cured him the favour of that prince, and the assistance 
he wanted for the re-establishment of his country. 
But the Lacedaemonian partizans at Athens, that is to 
say, the thirty tyrants, apprehended the intrigues of 
so superior a genius as his, and represented to their 
masters, that they were inevitably ruined, if they did 
not find means to rid themselves of Alcibiades. The 
Lacedaemonians thereupon wrote to Pharnabazus, and 
with an abject meanness not to be excused,and which 
showed how much Sparta had degenerated from her 
ancient manners, pressed him with great earnestness 
to deliver them at any rate from so formidable an ene¬ 
my. The satrap complied with their wish. Alci¬ 
biades was then in a small town of Phrygia, where 
he lived with his concubine Timandra.® Those who 
were sent to kill him, not daring to enter his house, 
contented themselves with surrounding and setting it 
on fire. Alcibiades, having quitted it through the 
flames sword in hand, the Barbarians were afraid to 
stay to come to blows with him, but flying and re¬ 
treating as he advanced, they poured their darts and 
arrows upon him, and he fell dead upon the spot. 
Timandra took up his body, and having adorned 
and covered it with the finest robes she had, she made 
as magnificent a funeral for it as her present condi¬ 
tion would admit. 

Such was the end of Alcibiades, whose great virtues 
were stifled and suppressed by still greater vices. It 
is not easy to say,i whether his good or bad qualities 


verb te. Gyre, beatum ferunt, queniam virtuti lu® fortuna 
conjuncta est. Cic. de Scnec. n. 59. 

* The Persians adored the sun under that name, who 
was their principal god. 

* Ainantu;, tu Kvp«, Sxi/uovtTs* xyx$c$ wv'ii>SxtftoviTg t 
RectS verb te, Cyrc beatum ferunt, quoniam virtuti tuae 
fortuna conjuncta est. 

« It was said that Lais the famous courtezan, called the 
Corinthian, was the daughter of this Timandra. 

■» Cujus nescio utrum bona an vitia patriae perniciosiora 
fuerint: illis enim cives suos decepit, his afilixit. Val. 
Max, 1. iii. c. 1. 
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were most pernicious to his country; for with the 
one he deceived, and with the other he oppressed it. 
In him distinguished valour was united with nobility 
of blood. His person was beautiful and finely made; 
he was eloquent, of great ability in business, insinu¬ 
ating, and formed lor charming all mankind. He 
loved glory, but without prejudice to his inclination 
for pleasure; nor was he so fond of pleasure, as to 
neglect his glory for it. He knew how to give into, 
or abstract himself from it, according to the situation 
of his affairs. Never was there ductility of genius 
equal to his. He metamorphosed himsell with incre¬ 
dible facility, like a Proteus, into the most contrary 
forms, and supported them all with as much ease ana 
grace, as if each had been natural to him. 

This convertibility of character, according as cir¬ 
cumstances, the customs of countries, and his own 
interests required, discovers a heart void of principles, 
without either truth or justice. He did not confine 
himself either to religion, virtue, laws, duties, or his 
country. His sole rule of action was his private am¬ 
bition, to which he referred every thing. His aim 
was to please, to dazzle, and be beloved; but at the 
*ame time to subject those he soothed. He favoured 
them only as they served his purposes; and made his 
correspondence and society a means for eogrossing 
every thing to himself. 

His life was a perpetual mixture of good and evil. 
His sallies into virtue were ill-sustained, and quickly 
degenerated into vices and crimes, very little to the 
honour or the instructions of that great philosopher, 
who took no small pains to cultivate him into a man 
of worth. His actions were glorious; but without 
rule or principle. His character was elevated and 
grand; but without connexion and consistency. He 
was successively the support and terror of the Lace¬ 
daemonians and Persians. He was either the misfor- 
fortune or refuge of his own country, according as he 
declared for or against it. In fine, he w'as the author 
of a destructive war through the whole of Greece, 
from the sole motive of commanding, by inducing the 
Athenians to besiege Syracuse; much less from the 
hope of conquering Sicily, and afterwards Africa, than 
with the design ot keeping Athens independence up¬ 
on himself; convinced, that having to deal with an in¬ 
constant, suspicious, ungratefuhjealous people, averse 
to those that governed, it w T as necessary to engage 
them continually in some great affair, in order to make 
his services always necessary to them, and that they 
might not be at leisure to examine, censure, and con¬ 
demn his conduct. 

He had the fate generally experienced by persons 
of his character, and of which they cannot reasonably 
complain. He never loved any one, himself being his 
sole motive; nor ever found a friend. He made it his 
merit and glory to cajole all men, and consequently 
nobody confided in, or adhered to, him. His sole 
view was to live with splendour, and to domineer 
universally; and he perished miserably, abandoned by 
the whole world, and obliged at bi3 death to the fee¬ 
ble services and impotent zeal of one only woman for 
the last honours rendered to his remains. 

About this time died Democritus the philosopher. 

SECTION II.— THE THIRTY EXERCISE THE MOST 

HORRID CRUELTIES AT ATHENS. THEY PUT THE- 

RAMENKS, ONE OF THEIR COLLEAGUES TO DEATH. 

SOCRATES TAKES HIS DEFENCE UPON HIMSELF. 
i THRASYBULUS ATTACKS THE TYRANTS, MAKES 

HIMSELF MASTER OF ATHENS, AND RESTORES ITS 
\ LIBERTY. 

The council of Thirty ,i established at Athens by 
Lysander, committed the most execrable cruelties. 
Upon pretence of restraining the multitude within their 
duty, and of preventing seditions, they had caused 
guards to be assigned them, and armed 3000 of the 
citizens for that sendee, and at the same time disarmed 
all the rest. The whole city w’as in the utmost terror 
and dismay. Whoever opposed their injustice and 
violence became the victims of them. Kiches were 


t Xenoph. Hist. 1. ii. p. 462—4S9. Diod. 1. xiv. n. 235 
-J-23& Justin. 1. v. c. 8.10. 


a crime that never failed of drawing a sentence upon 
their owners, always followed with death, and the 
confiscation of estates, which the thirty tyrants divided 
amongst themselves. They put more people to death, 
says Xenophon, in eight months of peace, than the 
enemies had done in a war of thirty years. 

The two most considerable persons of the Thirty, 
were Critias and Theramenes, who at first lived in 
great union, and always acted in concert with each 
other. The latter had some honour, and loved his 
country. When he saw with what an excess of 
violence and cruelty his colleagues behaved, he declar¬ 
ed openly against them, and thereby drew their re¬ 
sentment upon him. Critias became his most mortal 
enemy, and acted as informer against him before the 
senate, accusing him of disturbing the tranquillity of 
the state, and of designing to subvert the present 
government. As he perceived that the defence of 
Theramenes was heard with silence and approbation, 
he was afraid, that ifthe affair was left to the decision 
of the senate, they would acquit him. Having there¬ 
fore caused a band of young men, whom he had armed 
with poniards, to advance to the bar, he said that he 
thought it the duty of a supreme magistrate to pre¬ 
vent justice from being abused, and that he should 
act conformably upon this occasion. “But,” continued 
he. “as the law does not permit, that any of the 3000 
should be put to death without the consent of the 
senate, I exclude Theramenes from that number, and 
condemn him to die, in virtue of my own and my col¬ 
leagues’ authority.” Theramenes at these w 7 ords. 
leaping upon the altar; “ I demand,” said he, “ Athe¬ 
nians, that I may be tried according to the law’s; 
w hich cannot be refused me without manifest injustice. 
Not that 1 imagine, that the goodness of my cause 
will avail me any thing, or the sanction of altars protect 
me; but I would show’ at least, that my enemies respect 
neither the gods nor men. What most astonishes me is, 
that persons of your wisdom do not see, that your owm 
names may as easily be struck out of the list of citi¬ 
zens, as that of Theramenes.” Critias upon this 
ordered the officers of justice to pull him down from 
the altar. A universal silence and terror ensued 
upon the sight of the armed soldiers, that surrounded 
the senate. Of all the senators, Socrates alone, whose 
disciple Theramenes had been, took upon him his 
defence, and opposed the officers of justice. But his 
w’eak endeavours could not deliver Theramenes, w’ho 
was led to the place of execution, notwithstandingall 
he could do, through crowds of the citizens, who saw 
with tears, in the fate of a man, equally considerable 
for his love of liberty and the great services he had 
done his country, what they had to fear for them¬ 
selves. When they presented him the hemlock, that 
is, the poison (which was the manner of putting the 
citizens at Athens to death,) he took it with an 
intrepid air, and after having drunk it, he poured the 
bottom upon the table, after the usual manner observ¬ 
ed in feasts or public rejoicings, saying, “This for 
the noble Critias.” Xenophon relates this circum¬ 
stance, inconsiderable in itself, to show, says he. 
the tranquillity of Theramenes in his last momenta. 

The tyrants, delivered from a colleague whose 
presence alone was a continued reproach to them, no 
longer observed any measures. Nothing passed 
throughout the city but imprisonment and murders, * 2 
Every body trembled for themselves or their friends. 
The general desolation had no remedy, nor was there 
any hope of regaining their liberty. Where had they 
then as many Harmodiuses 3 as they had tyrants'? 
Terror had taken entire possession of their minds, 
whilst the whole city deplored in secret their loss of 
liberty, without having one amongst them generous 

a Poteralne eivitas ilia conquiescero, in qua tot. tyranni 
erant, quot satellites esaent ? Ne spes quidem ulla recipi- 
endae libertatis aniniis polerat ofFerri, nec ulli remedio lo¬ 
cus apparebat contra tantum vim maloriun. Unde enim 
miserac niviiati tot Harmodios ? Socrates lamcn in medio 
eral, et lugentes patres consolabatur, ct desperanles de 
republiea exhortabatur — et imitari volenlibus magnum cir- 
cumferebat exemplar, cum inter tri"inta dominos liber 

inrederct. Sntrc. dctravqviJ.avim. e. iii. 

3 ilarmutfius formed a conspiracy for the deliverance of 
Athens from the tyranny of t bo t’isistradidee. 
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enough to attempt breaking its chains. The Athe¬ 
nian people seemed to have lost that valour, which 
til! then had made them awful and terrible to their 
neighbours and enemies. They seemed to have lost 
the very use of speech; not daring to vent the least 
complaint, lest it should be made a capital crime in 
them. Socrates alone continued intrepid. He con¬ 
soled the afflicted senate, animated the desponding 
citizens, and set all men an admirable example of 
courage and resolution; preserving his liberty, and 
sustaining his part in the midst of thirty tyrants, who 
made all else tremble, but could never shake the con¬ 
stancy of Socrates with their menaces. Critias, 1 who 
had been his pupil, was the first to declare most open¬ 
ly against him, taking offence at the free and bold 
discourses which he held against the government of 
the Thirty. He went so tar as to prohibit his in¬ 
structing the youth; but Socrates, who neither 
acknowledged his authority, nor feared the violent 
effects of it, paid no regard to so unjust an order. 

All the citizens of any consideration in Athens, 
and who still retained a love of liberty, quilted a 
place reduced to so harsh and shameful a slavery, and 
sought elsewhere an asylum and retreat, where they 
mignt live in safety. At the head of these was Thra- 
sybulus, a person of extraordinary merit, who beheld 
with the most lively affliction the miseries of his coun¬ 
try. The Lacedemonians had the inhumanity to 
endeavour to deprive those unhappy fugitives of this 
last resource. They published an edict to prohibit 
the cities of Greece from giving them refuge, decreed 
that they should be delivered up to the thirty tyrants, 
and condemned all such as should contravene the 
execution of this edict, to pay a fine of five talents. 
Only two cities rejected with disdain so unjust an 
ordinance, Megara and Thebes; the latter of which 
made a decree to punish all persons whatsoever, that 
should see an Athenian attacked by his enemies with¬ 
out doing his utmost to assist him. Lysias, an orator 
of Syracuse, who had been banished by the Thirty, 
raised 500 soldiers at his own expense, 2 and sent them 
to the aid of the common country of eloquence. 

Thrasybnlus lost no time. After having taken 
Phyla, a small fort in Attica, he marched to the Pira¬ 
eus, of which he made himself master. The Thirty 
flew thither with their troops, and a warm battle 
ensued. But as the soldiers on one side fought with 
valour and vigour for their liberty, and on the other 
with indolence and indifference for the power of 
others, the success was not doubtful, but followed the 
better cause. The tyrants were overthrown. Critias 
was killed upon the spot. And as the rest of the army 
were taking to flight,Thrasybulus cried out; “ Where¬ 
fore do you fly from me as from a victor, rather than 
assist me as the avenger of your liberty? We are not 
enemies, but fellow-citizens; nor have we declared 
war against the city, but against the thirty tyrants.” 
He bade them remember, that they had the same 
origin, country, laws, and religion; he exhorted them 
to compassionate their exiled brethren, to restore their 
country to them, and resume their liberty themselves. 
This cliscourse made a due impression. The army, 
upon their return to Athens, expelled the Thirty, and 
substituted ten persons to govern in their room, whose 
conduct proved no better than that of the former. 

It is a matter of surprise, that so sudden, so uni¬ 
versal, so tenacious, and so uniform a conspiracy 
against the public good, should always actuate the 
several bodies of persons established in the adminis¬ 
tration of this government. This we have seen in 
the Four Hundred formerly ehosen at Athens; again 
in the Thirty; and now in the Ten. And what aug¬ 
ments our wonder is, that this passion for tyranny 
should so immediately possess republicans, born in 
the bosom of liberty, accustomed to an equality of 
condition on which it is founded, and nurtured from 
their earliest infancy in an abhorrence of all subjec¬ 
tion and dependency. There must be, 3 on the one 


t Xenoph. Memorab. 1. i. p. 71G, 717. 

9 Q,uingentos milites, stipendin suo iustruetos, in auxilium 
pairing communis eloqumtia miuit. Justin . 1. v.c. 9, 

3 Vi dominalionis uonvuLus. Tacit . 


side, in power and authority some violent impulse, to 
actuate in this manner so many persons, of whom 
many, no doubt, were not without sentiments of vie 
tue and honour; and to banish so suddenly the prin¬ 
ciples and manners natural to them: and on the oth** 
an excessive propensity in the mind of man to subje « 
his equals, and to rule over them imperiously, to ca rtj 
him on to the last extremities of oppression and cru 
elty, and to make him forget at once all the laws of 
nature and religion. 

The Thirty being fallen from their power and 
hopes, sent deputies to Lacedcemon to demand aid. 
It was not Lysander’s fault, who was sent to them 
with troops, that the tyrants were not re-established. 
But king Pausanias who likewise marched agaiusrt 
Athens, moved with compassion for the deplorable 
condition to which a city, once so flourishing, wa* * 
reduced, had the generosity to favour the Athenian? 
in secret, and at length obtained a peace for them 
It was sealed with the blood of the tyrants, who hav 
ing taken arms to reinstate themselves in the govern 
ment, and being present at a parley for that purpose 
were all put to the sword, and left Athens in the full 
possession of its liberty. All the exiles were recalled. 
Thrasybulus at that time proposed the celebrated 
amnesty, by which the citizens engaged upon oath 
that all past transactions should be buried in obl'vion. 
The government was re-established upon its ancient 
foundation, the laws restored to their pristine vigour, 
and magistrates elected with the usual forms. 

I cannot forbear observing in this place the wisdom 
and moderation of Thrasybulus, so salutary and es¬ 
sential after so long a continuance of domestic trou¬ 
bles. This is one of the finest events in ancient 
history, worthy of the Athenian lenity ^nd benevo¬ 
lence," and has served as a model to successive ages 
in good governments. 

Never had tyranny been more cruel and bloody than 
that which the Athenians had just thrown off. Every 
house was in mourning; every family bewailed the 
loss of some relation. It had been a series of public 
robbery and rapine, in which license and impunity 
had authorized all manner of crimes. Private indi¬ 
viduals seemed to have a right to demand the blood 
of all accomplices in such notorious malversations, 
and even the interestof the state appeared to authorize 
such a claim, that by exemplary severities such enor¬ 
mous crimes might be prevented for the future. But 
Thrasybulus rising above those sentiments, from the 
superiority of his more extensive genius, and the views 
of a more discerning and profound policy, foresaw 
that by acquiescing iu the punishment of the guilty, 
eternal seeds of discord and enmity would remain, to 
weaken, by domestic divisions, the strength of the 
republic, which it was necessary to unite against the 
common enemy, and occasion the loss to the state of 
a great number of citizens, who might render it im¬ 
portant services with the very view of making amends 
for past misbehaviour. 

Such a conduct after great troubles in a state has 
always seemed, to the ablest politicians, the most cer¬ 
tain aod ready means to restore the public peace and 
tranquillity. Cicero, 4 when Rome was divided into 
two factions upon the occasion of Caesar’s death, who 
had been killed by the conspirators, calling to mind 
this celebrated amnesty, proposed, after the example 
of the Athenians, to bury all that had passed in eter¬ 
nal oblivion. Cardinal Mazarin 5 observed to Don 
Lewis de Haro, prime minister of Spain, that this 
gentle and humane conduct in France had prevented 
the troubles and revolts of that kingdom from having 
any fatal consequences, and “ that the king had not 
lost a foot of land by them to that day;” whereas 


* In Eedem Telluri9 convoeati sumus; in quo templn, quan¬ 
tum in me fuit, jeci fundamentum pacis; AtheniensiumquQ 
renovavi vetus exemplum, Graeeum etiam* verbum usurpavi, 
qund turn in sedandis discordns usurpaverat civitas ilia; 
atque omnem memoriam diseordiarum oblivione sempiterna 
delendam censui. Philip, i, n. i. 

* Some believe that word was a. /hvvitt(* ; but as it is not found in the 
historians who have treated this fact, it is more likely that it was pvv\trt- 
x *xno-£ * v, which has tbe same sense, and is used by them all. 

« Let. XV. of Card. Maz. 
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the inflexible severity of the Spaniards “ wag the 
occasion, that the subjects of that monarchy, when¬ 
ever they threw otT the mask, never returned to their 
obedience but by the force of arms; which sufficiently 
appears,” says he, “ in the example of the Hollanders, 
who are in the peaceable possession of many provin¬ 
ces, that not an age ago were the patrimony of the 
king of Spain.” 

Diodorus Siculus takes occasion, from the thirty 
tyrants of Athens, 1 whose immoderate ambition in¬ 
duced them to treat their country with the most ex¬ 
cessive cruelties, to observe how unfortunate it is for 
persons in power to want a sense of honour, 2 and to 
disregard either the present opinion, or the judgment 
which posterity will form of their conduct: for from 
the contempt of reputation the transition is too com¬ 
mon to that of virtue itself. They may perhaps, by 
the dread of their power, suppress for some time the 
public voice, and impose a forced silence upon cen¬ 
sure; but the more constraint they lay upon it during 
their lives, the more liberal will it be after their deaths 
of complaints and reproaches, and the more infamy 
nnd imputation will be affixed to their memories. 
The power of the Thirty, says he, was of a very short 
duration, but their infamy will be immortal; their 
memory will be held iu abhorrence throughout all 
ages, whilst their names will be recorded in histoiy 
only to render them odious, and to make their crimes 
detestable. He applies the same reflection to the 
Lacedaemonians; who, after having made themselves 
masters of Greece by a wise and moderate conduct, 
fell from that glory, through the severity, haughtiness, 
and injustice, with which they treated their allies. 
There is doubtless no reader, whom their abject and 
cruel jealousy in regard to Athens enslaved and hum¬ 
bled,‘has not prejudiced against them; nor do we 
recognise in such behaviour the greatness of mind 
and noble generosity of ancient Sparta; so much 
power has the lust of dominion and prosperity over 
even virtuous men. Diodorus concludes his reflec¬ 
tion with a maxim very true, though very little known: 
44 The greatness and majesty of princes,” says he (and 
the same may be said of all persons in high authority,) 
4 ‘ can be supported only by humanity and justice with 
regard to their subjects; as, on the contrary, they are 
ruined and destroyed by a crnel and oppressive gov¬ 
ernment, which never fails to draw upon them the 
hatred of their people.” 

SECTION III.— LYSANDER ABUSES HIS POWER TN 

AN EXTRAORDINARY MANNER. HE IS RECALLED 

TO SPARTA UPON THE COMPLAINT OF PHARNA- 

BAZUS. 

As Lysander had the greatest share in the celebrated 
exploits, 3 which had raised the glory of the Lacedae¬ 
monians to so high a pitch; so had be acquired a de¬ 
gree of power and authority of which there had been 
no example before in Sparta; but he suffered himself 
to be carried away by a presumption and vanity still 
greater than his power. He permitted the Grecian 
cities to dedicate altars to him as to a god, and to offer 
sacrifices, and sing hymns and odes in honour of him. 
The Samians ordained by a public decree, that the 
feasts celebrated in honour of Juno, and which bore 
the name of that goddess, should be called the feasts 
of Lysander . He had always a crowd of poets about 
him (who are often a tribe of venal flatterers,) that 
vied with each other in singing his great exploits, for 
which they were magnificently paid. Praise is un¬ 
doubtedly due to noble deeds; but it diminishes their 
lustre when either extravagant or purchased. 

This sort of vanity and ambition, had he stopped 
there, would have hurt only himself, by exposing him 
to envy and contempt; but a natural consequence of 
it was, that through his arrogance and pride, in con¬ 


* Diod. 1. xiv. p. 234. 

a Cwiera prineipibue statim adeeee: unnm insatiabiliter 
parandum, prosperam sni memoriam; nam eontempta fama, 
contemni virtutes—Quo magis socordium eorum inridere 
libet, qui prnesenti poteniia credunl exiingui posse etiam 
scqueniis aevi memoriam—suum euique decus posteritas 
rependit. Tacit. Anval. 1. iv. c. 30. & 35. 

8 Plat, in Lys. p.443—443. 


junction with the incessant flatteries of those around 
him, he carried the spirit of command and authority 
to an insupportable excess, and observed no longer 
any measures either in rewarding or punishing. The 
absolute government of cities with tyrannic power 
were the fruits of his friendship, or of the ties of hos¬ 
pitality with him; and only the death of those he 
hated could put an end to his resentment and displea¬ 
sure, without its being possible to escape his ven¬ 
geance. What Sylla caused to be inscribed upon his 
tomb, might with equal propriety have been engraved 
upon Lysander’s: that no man had ever surpassed him 
in doing good to his friends, or evil to his enemies. 

Treachery and perjury cost him nothing whenever 
they promoted his designs; nor was he less cruel than 
revengeful; of which, what he did at Miletus was a 
sufficient proof. Apprehending that the leaders of the 
popular party would escape him, he swore not to do 
them any hurt. Those unfortunate persons gave cre¬ 
dit to his oath, and no sooner appeared in public, than 
they were put to the sword with his consent, by the 
nobility, who killed them all, though no less than 
800. The number of those on the side of the people, 
whom he caused to be massacred in the other cities, 
is incredible; for he did not only destroy to satiate hi3 
own individual resentments, but to serve in all places 
the enmity, malice, and avarice of his friends, whom 
he supported in gratifying their passions by the death 
of their enemies. 

There was no kind of injustice and violence which 
the people did not sutler under the government of 
Lysander; whilst the Lacedaemonians, who were suf¬ 
ficiently informed of his conduct, gave themselves no 
trouble to correct it. It is too common for those in 
power to be little affected with the vexations and 
oppressions laid upon persons of low condition and 
credit, and to turn a deaf ear to their just complaints; 
though authority is principally confided to them for 
the defence of the weak and poor, who have no other 
protectors. But if such remonstrances are made by 
a great or powerful person, from whom they may have 
any thing to hope or fear, the same authority that was 
slow ana drowsy, becomes immediately active and 
officious; a certain proof that it is not the love of 
justice that actuates it: this appears here in the con¬ 
duct of the Lacedaemonian magistrates. Pharnabazus, 
weary of Lysander’s repeated enormities, who ravaged 
and pillaged the provinces under his command, having 
sent ambassadors to Sparta to complain of the wrongs 
he had received from that general, the Ephori recalled 
him. Lysander was at that time in the Hellespont. 
The letter of the Ephori threw him into great con¬ 
sternation. As he principally feared the complaints 
and accusations of Pharnabazus, he made all the haste 
he could to come to an explanation with him from the 
hopes of softening him, and making his peace. He 
went for that purpose to him, and desired, that he 
would write another letter to the Ephori, intimating 
that he was satisfied with his conduct. But Lysander, 
says Plutarch, in such an application to Pharnabazus, 
forgot the proverb, 4 Set a thief to catch a thief The 
satrap promised all he desired, and accordingly wrote 
such a letter in Lysander’s presence as he had re¬ 
quested, but he had prepared another to a quite dif¬ 
ferent effect. When he was to seal it, as both letters 
were of the same size and form, he dexterously put 
that he had written in secret in the place of the other, 
without being observed, which he sealed and gave him. 

Lysander departed well satisfied, and being arrived 
at Sparta, alighted at the palace where the senate was 
assembled, and delivered Pharnabazus’s letter to the 
Ephori. But he was strangely surprised when he 
heard the contents, and withdrew in extreme confu¬ 
sion and disorder. Some days after he returned to 
the senate, and told the Ephori, that he was obliged 
to go to the temple of Ammon to acquit himself of the 
sacrifices he had vowed to that god before his battles. 
That pilgrimage was no more than a pretence to con¬ 
ceal the pain it gave him to live as a private person 
in Sparta, and to submit to the yoke of obeying; he. 


i The Oreck i?, Cretan agah'S* Crc*an , as tho people of 

Crete passed for the greatest cheats and liars in the world. 
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who till then had always governed. Accustomed long 
to commanding armies, and to the flattering distinc¬ 
tions of a kind of sovereignty exercised by him in 
Asia, he could not endure that mortifying equality 
which put him on a level with the multitude, nor re¬ 
duce himself to the simplicity of a private life. Hav¬ 
ing obtained permission, not without great difficulties, 
he embarked. 

As soon as he was gone, the kings, reflecting that 
he held all the cities in dependence upon himself, by 
the means of the governors and magistrates who had 
been established by him, and who were also indebted 
to him for their unlimited authority, and that he was 
thereby effectually lord and master of all Greece, ap¬ 
plied tnemselves vigorously to restore the government 
of the people, and to depose all his creatures and 
friends from any share in it. This alteration occa¬ 
sioned great tumults at first. About the same time, 
Lysander, being apprized of the design of Thrasybu- 
lus to re-establish the liberty of his country, returned 
with the utmost diligence to Sparta, and endeavoured 
to engage the Lacedaemonians to support the party of 
the nobility at Athens. We have before observed, 
that Pausanias, from a more noble spirit of equity and 
generosity, gave peace to Athens, and by that means, 
says Plutarch, clipped the wings of Lysander’s am¬ 
bition. 


CHAPTER II. 

THE YOUNGER CYRUS, WITH THE AID OF THE 
GRECIAN TROOPS, ENDEAVOURS TO DETHRONE 
HIS BROTHER ARTAXERXES. HE IS KILLED IN 
BATTLE. FAMOUS RETREAT OF THE TEN THOU¬ 
SAND. 

Antiquity has few events so memorable as those 
I am about to relate in this place. We see on one 
side a young prince, in other respects abounding with 
excellent qualities, but abandoned to his violent am¬ 
bition, carrying war from a distance against his brother 
and sovereign, and going to attack him almost in his 
own palace, with the view of depriving him at once 
of his crown and life; we see him, I say, fall dead in 
the battle at the feet of that brother, and terminate, 
by so unhappy a fate, an enterprise equally glaring 
and criminal. On the other hand, the Greeks who 
follow him, 1 destitute of all succour after the loss of 
their chiefs, without allies, provisions, money, cavalry, 
or archers, reduced to less than 10,000 men, with no 
resource but in their own persons and valour, sup- 

f >orted solely by the ardent desire of preserving their 
iberty, and of returning to their native countries; 
these Greeks, with bold and intrepid resolution, make 
their retreat before a victorious army of 1,000,000 
of men, traverse five or six hundred leagues, notwith¬ 
standing vast rivers and innumerable defiles, and arrive 
at last in their own country, through a thousand fierce 
and barbarous nations, victorious over all obstacles 
in their way, and over all the dangers which either 
concealed fraud or open force reduce them to undergo. 

This retreat, in the opinion of the best judges and 
most experienced military men, is the boldest and 
best conducted exploit to be found in ancient history, 
and is deemed a perfect model in its kind. Happily 
for us it is described with the utmost minuteness by 
an historian who was not only eye-witness of the facts 
he relates, but the first mover, the soul of this great 
enterprise. I shall only abridge his history, ana ab¬ 
stract its most material circumstances; but I cannot 
omit advising young persons who make arms their 
profession, to consult the original, of which there is a 
good translation extant, though far short of the ad¬ 
mirable beauties of the text. It is very difficult to 
meet with a more able master than Xenophon in the 
art of war, to whom may be well applied here what 


* Post Mortem Cyri, ncque aimis a tanto exercitu vinci, 
neque dolo eapi potuerunl; revertente3que inter tot indomi- 
tas nationes et barbaras gentes, per lanta itineris spatia, 
virtute sc usque terminos patriae defenderunt. Justin . 1. 
v. c. 11. 


Homer says of Phoenix the governor of Achilles, 
“That he was equally capable of forming his pupi 
for eloquence or arms.” 

MuSwv t* * fijTjjp* »fii v*», TpjjxTijpa ti ipywv. 

SECTION I.— CYRUS RAISES TROOPS SECRETLY 
AGAINST HIS BROTHER ARTAXERXES. THIRTEEN 
THOUSAND GREEKS JOIN HIM. HE SETS OU*3? 
FROM SARDIS, AND ARRIVES AT BABYLONIA AF 
TER A MARCH OF MORE THAN SIX MONTHS. 

We have already said, 3 that 
young Cyrus, son of Darius Nothus A. M. 3600. 
and Parysatis, saw with pain his Ant. J, C. 404. 
elder brother Artaxerxes upon the 
throne, and that at the very time the latter was taking 
ossession of it, he had attempted to deprive him of 
is crown and life together. Artaxerxes was not in¬ 
sensible of what he had to fear from a brother of his 
enterprising and ambitious spirit, but could not refuse 
pardoninghim to the prayers and tears of his mother 
Parysatis, who doted upon this youngest son. He 
sent him therefore into Asia to bis government; con¬ 
fiding to him, contrary to all the rules of policy, an 
absolute authority over the provinces left him by the 
will of the king his father. 

As soon as ne arrived there, his 
thoughts were solely intent upon A. M. 3601. 
revenging the affront he supposed Ant. J. C. 403. 
he had received from his brother, 
and to dethrone him. He received all that came from 
the court with great favour and affability', to induce 
them insensibly to quit the king’s party and adhere to 
him. He gained also the hearts of the Barbarians 
under his government; familiarizing himself with 
them, and mingling with the common soldiery, 
though without forgetting the dignity of the general; 
and these he formed by various exercises for service 
in war. He applied particularly to raise secretly in 
several places, and upon different pretexts, a body of 
Greciau troops, upon whom he relied much more 
than upon those of the Barbarians. Clearchus retired 
to his court after having been banished from Sparta, 
and was of great service to him, being an able, ex¬ 
perienced, and valiant captain. At 
the same time several cities in the A. M. 3602. 
provinces under the government of Ant. J. C. 402. 
Tissaphernes revolted from their 
obedience, and placed themselves under the jurisdic¬ 
tion of Cyrus. This incident, which was not an effect 
of chance, but of the secret intrigues of that prince, 
gave birth to a war between them. Cyrus, under the 
pretence of arming against Tissaphernes, assembled 
troops with less reserve; and to amuse the court the 
more speciously, sent grievous complaints to the king 
against that governor, demanded his protection and 
aid in the most submissive manner. Artaxerxes was 
deceived by these appearances, and believed that all 
Cyrus’s preparations were directed against Tissapher¬ 
nes alone, and continued quiet from the assurance of 
having nothing to apprehend for himself. 

Cyru9 knew well how to take advantage of the im¬ 
prudent security and indolence of his brother, 4 which 
some people conceived the effect of his goodness and 
humanity! And indeed in the beginning of his reign 
he seemed to imitate the virtues of the first Artaxer¬ 
xes, whose name he bore. For he demeaned himself 
with great mildness and affability to such as approach¬ 
ed him; he honoured and rewarded magnificently, all 
those whose services had merited favour; when he 
passed sentence of punishment, it was without either 
outrage or insult; and when he made presents, it wa9 
with a gracious air, and such engaging manners, as 
infinitely exalted their value, and implied, that he was 
never better pleased than when he had an opportunity 
of doing good to his subjects. To all these excellent 
qualities he ought to have added one bo less royal, 
and which would have put him upon his guard against 


9 Iliad. 1. v. 443. 

3 Diod. 1. xiv. p. 243—249, and 252. Justin. 1. v, c, 11. 

Xenoph. de Cyri Expcd. 1. i. p. 243—243. 
riut. in Ariax. p. 1013. 
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the enterprises of a brother, whose character he ought 
to have known; I mean a wise foresight that pene¬ 
trates the future, nnd renders a prince attentive to 
prevent or frustrate whatever may disturb the tran¬ 
quillity of the state. 

The emissaries of Cyrus at the court were perpet¬ 
ually dispersing reports and opinions amongst the 
people, to prepare tneir minds for the intended change 
and revolt. They said that the state required a king 
of Cvrus’s character; a king, magnificent, liberal, 
who loved war, and showered his favours upon those 
that served him; and that it was necessary for the 
gTandeur of the empire to have a prince upon the 
throne fired with ambition and valour, for the support 
and augmentation of its glory. 

The young prince lost no time on 
A. M. 3603. his side, and nastened the execution 
Ant. J. C. 401. of his great desjgn. He was then 
only twenty-three years old at most. 
After the important services ne had done the Lacedae¬ 
monians, without which they had never obtained the 
victories that had made them masters of Greece, lie 
thought he might safely open himself to them. He 
therefore imparted to them the present situation of 
his affairs, and the end he had in view; convinced 
that such a confidence could not but incline them the 
more in his favour. 

In the letter he wrote them, he spoke of himself in 
very magnificent terms. He told them he had a 
reater and more royal heart than his brother; that 
e was better versed in the philosophy and the know- 
ledge of the Magi, 1 and that he could drink more wine 
without being disordered in his senses; a very merit¬ 
orious quality amongst the Barbarians, but not so 
proper to recommend him to the good opinion of 
those to whom he was writing. The Lacedaemonians 
sent orders to their fleet to join that of the prince 
immediately, and to obey the commands of Tamos 
his admiral in all things, but without the least men¬ 
tion of Artaxerxes, or seeming in any manner privy 
to his design. They thought that precaution neces¬ 
sary for their justification with Artaxerxes, 2 in case 
affairs should happen to terminate in his favour. 

The troops of Cyrus, according to the review after¬ 
wards made, consisted of 13,000 Greeks, which were 
the flower and chief force of hi3 anny, and 100,000 
regular troops of the barbarous nations. Clearchus, 
the Lacedaemonian, commanded all the Peloponnesian 
troops, except the Achaeans, who had Socrates of 
Achaia for their leader. The Boeotians were under 
Proxenus the Theban, and the Thessalians under 
Menon. The Barbarians had Persian generals, 3 of 
whom the chief was Ariaeus. The fleet consisted of 
thirty-five ships under Pythagoras the Lacedaemonian, 
nnd twenty-five commanded by Tamos the ./Egyp¬ 
tian, admiral of the whole fleet. It followed the land 
army, coasting along near the shore. 

Cyrus had opened his mind to Clearchus alone of 
all the Greeks, foreseeing aright that the length and 
boldness of the enterprise could not fail of discourag¬ 
ing and dismaying the officers, as well as soldiers. 
He made it his sole application to gain their affections 
during the march, by treating them with kindness and 
humanity, conversing freely with them, and giving 
effectual orders that they should want for nothing. 
Proxenus, between whose family and Xenophon’s an 
ancient friendship subsisted, presented that young 
Athenian to Cyrus, who received him very favourably, 4 
and gave him an employment in his army amongst 
the Greeks. He set out from Sardis at length, and 
marched towards the upper provinces of Asia. The 
troops knew neither the occasion of the war, nor into 
what countries they were going. Cyrus had only 
caused it to be given out, that lie was carrying his 
arms against the Pisidians, who had infested his pro¬ 
vince by their incursions. 

* By the knowledge of the Magi, amongst the Persians, 
was meant the science of religion and government. 

a Clmercntes apud Cyrum gratiam ; et apud Artaxerxcm, 
ei vicisset, venire patrocinia cum nihil adversus eum apertti 
dccrevissent. Justin. 1 v. c. 11. 

a Xenoph. Oyri Exped. 1. i. p. 252. 

4 Xenoph. 1. iii. p. 294. 

V 0 r,. 1.—45 


Tissapherncs, 5 rightly judging that all these prepa¬ 
rations were too great lor so insignificant an enter¬ 
prise as against Pisidia, had set out post from Miletus 
to give the king an account of them. This news 
occasioned great trouble at court. Parysatis, the 
mother of Artaxerxes and Cyrus, was looked upon 
as the principal cause of this war; and all persons in 
her service and interest were suspected of holding 
intelligence with Cyrus. Statira especially, the reign¬ 
ing queen, reproached her incessantly m the most 
violent terms. “ Where is now,” said she to her, 
“ that faith you have so often engaged for your son’s 
behaviour? Where those ardent prayers you eni- 

loyed to preserve from death that conspirator against 

is king and brother? It is your unhappy fondness 
that has kindled this war, and plunged us into an 
abyss of misfortunes.” The antipathy and hatred of 
the two queens for each other were already very 
great, and were still more inflamed by such warm re¬ 
proaches. We shall see what the consequences were. 
Artaxerxes assembled a numerous army to receive 
his brother. 

Cyrus advanced continually by long marches. 6 
What troubled him most on the way was the pass of 
Cilicia, which was a narrow defile between very high 
and steep mountains, that would admit no more than 
one carriage to pass at a time. S}*ennesis, king of 
the country, was preparing to dispute this pass with 
him, and would infallibly nave succeeded but for the 
diversion made by Tamos with his fleet, in conjunc¬ 
tion with that of the Lacedaemonians. To defend the 
coasts against the insults of the fleet, Syennesis aban¬ 
doned that important post, which a small body of 
troops might nave made good against the greatest 
army. 

When they arrived at Tarsus, the Greeks refused 
to advance any farther, rightly suspecting that the} 1, 
were inarching against the king, and loudly exclaim¬ 
ing that they nad not entered into the ser vice upon 
that condition. Clearchus, who commanded them, 
had occasion for all his address and ability to stifle 
this commotion in its birth. At first he made use of 
authority and force, but with very ill success, and 
desisted therefore from an open opposition to their 
sentiments: he even affected to enter into their views, 
and to support them with his approbation and influ¬ 
ence. He declared publicly, that he would not sepa¬ 
rate himself from them, and advised them to depute 
persons to the prince, to know from his own mouth 
against whom they were to be led, that they might 
follow him voluntarily if they approved his measures; 
if not, that they might demand his permission to 
withdraw. By this artful evasion he appeased the 
tumult, and made them easy, and they chose him 
and some other officers for their deputies. Cyrus, 
whom he had secretly apprized of every thing, made 
answer, that he was going to attack Abrocomas 7 his 
enemy, who was encamped at twelve days’ march 
from thence upon the Euphrates. When this answer 
was repeated to them, though they plainly saw against 
whom they were going, they resolved to proceed, 
and only demanded an augmentation of their pay. 
Cyrus, instead of one darick 8 a month to each soldier, 
promised to give them one and a half. 

Some time after, Cyrus was informed that two of 
the principal officers, upon account of a private quar¬ 
rel with Clearchus, had deserted with part of their 
equipage on board a merchant ship. Many were of 
opinion, that it was proper to send some galleys after 
them, which might be done with great ease; and that 
when they were brought back, they should be made 
an example, by suffering death in the sight of the 
whole army. Cyrus, convinced that favour was the 
most certain means to obtain affection, 9 and that 
punishments, like violent remedies, ought never to be 
used but in extreme necessity, declared publicly that 

« Plut. in Artax. p. 1014. ® Xenoph. 1. i. p. 248—261. 

t It is not said where he commanded. It appears to be 
upon the Euphrates. He marched with 300,000 men to join 
the king’s army, but did not arrive till after the battle. 

* The darick was worth ten livres. 

» Bencficiis potius quam remediis ingenio experiri placuit. 
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he would not suffer it to be said that he had detained 
any nne in his service by force, and added, that he 
would send them their wives and children, whom they 
had left as hostages in his hands. 

An answer displaying so much wisdom and gene¬ 
rosity had a surprising effect; and made even those 
his firm adherents, who were before inclined to retire. 
This is an excellent lesson for all who govern. There 
is in the mind of man a fund of natural generosity, 
which it is necessary to know and to put in play. 
Threats exasperate them, and chastisement makes 
them revolt, when endeavours are used to force them 
to do their duty against their will. They desire a 
certain degree of confidence in their honour, 1 and 
that the glory of discharging their duty through 
choice be left in their power: to show that you believe 
men faithful, is often the best means to make them so. 

Cyrus soon after declared, that he was marching 
against Artaxerxes. Upon which some murmuring 
was heard at first, but it soon gave place to the ex¬ 
pressions of joy and satisfaction, occasioned by that 
prince’s magnificent promises to the army. 

As Cyrus advanced by long marches, 2 he was in¬ 
formed from all parts, that the king did not intend to 
come directly to a battle, but had resolved to wait in 
the heart of Persia till all his forces were assembled; 
and that, to stop his enemies, he had ordered to be 
dug in the plains of Babylon, a ditch of five fathoms 
broad, and three deep, extending the space of twelve 
parasangas, 3 or leagues, from the Euphrates to the 
wall of Media. Between the Euphrates and the fosse 
a way had been left of twenty feet in breadth, by 
which Cyrus passed with his whole army, which he 
had reviewed the day before. The king had neglect¬ 
ed to dispute this pass with him, and suffered him to 
continue his march towards Babylon. It was Tiriba- 
sus who made him resolve not to fly in such a man¬ 
lier before an enemy, over whom he had infinite ad¬ 
vantages, as well from the number of his troops as 
the valour of his generals. He resolved therefore to 
advance against the enemy. 

SECTION II.— THE BATTLE OF CUN AX A. THE 
GREEKS ARE VICTORIOUS ON THEIR SIDE, AR¬ 
TAXERXES ON HIS. CYRUS IS KILLED. 

The place where the battle was fought, 1 * * was called 
Cunaxa, about twenty-five leagues 5 from Babylon. 
The army of Cyrus consisted of 13,000 Greeks, 
100,000 Barbarians, and twenty chariots armed with 
scythes. That of the enemy in horse and foot might 
amount to about 1,200,000, under four generals, Tis- 
saphernes, Gobryas, Arbaces, and Abrocomas, with¬ 
out including 6000 chosen horse, that fought where 
the king was present, and never quitted his person. 
But Abrocomas, who had the command of 300,000 
men, did not arrive till five, days after the battle. In 
the king’s army were only 150 chariots armed with 
scythes. 

Cyrus believed, from the enemy’s not having de¬ 
fended the pass at the fosse, that there would be no 
battle; so that the next day the army marched with 
great negligence. But on the third, Cyrus being in 
his chariot, with few soldiers in their ranks before him, 
and the rest marching without any order, or having 
their arms carried for them, a horseman came in full 
speed, Cl*} ing out as he passed, that the enemy were 
approaching in order of battle. Upon this, great con- 
fnsion ensued, from the apprehension that they should 
not have time to draw up the army. Cyrus, leaping 
from his chariot, put on his arms immediately, and 
getting on horseback with bis javelin in his hand, he 

i Nescio an plus moribus conferet princeps, qui bonos esse 
patitur, qu&m qui cugit. Pliit. ibid . 

Plerumquc habila fides ipsam obligat fidem. Liv. 

* Plut. in Artax. p. 1014. Xenop. 1. i. p. 261—2G6. 

a The Parasanga is a road measure peculiar to the Per¬ 
sians. It was commonly thirty stadia, which make about a 
league and a half French. Some were from twenty to sixty 
stadia. In ihe march of Cyrus’s army, I suppose the para- 
sanga only twenty stadia, or one league, for reasons I shall 
give hereafter. 

* Xenoph. in Exped. Cyr. I. i. p. 2G3—266. Diod. 1. xiv, 
p. 253, 254. Plut. p. 1014-1017 

® Five hundred stadia. 


gave orders universally to the troops to stand to their 
arms, and fall into their ranks; which was executed 
with so much expedition, that the troops had not time 
to refresh themselves. 

Cyrus posted upon his right 1000 Paphlagonian 
horse,supported by the Euphrates, and the light-armed 
infantry of the Greeks; and next them, Clearchus, 
Proxenus, and the rest of the general officers to Me* 
non, at the head of their several corps. The left wing, 
composed of Lydians, Phrygians, and other Asiatic 
nations, was commanded bv Ariaeus, who had 1000 
horse. Cyrus placed himself in the centre, where the 
chosen troops of the Persians and other Barbarians 
were posted. He had around him 600 horsemen, 
armed at all points, as were their horses, with front- 
lets and breast-plates. The prince’s head was un¬ 
covered, as were those of all the Persians, whose 
custom it was to give battle in that manner; the arms 
of all his people were red, and those of Artaxerxes 
were white. 

A little before the onset, Clearchus advised Cyrus 
not to charge in person, but to cover himself in the 
rear of the Grecian battalions. “ What is it you say?’’ 
replied Cyrus; “at the time I am endeavouring to 
make myself king, would you have me show myself 
unworthy of being sol” That wise and generous 
answer proves, that he knew the duty of a general, 
especially on a day of battle. Had he withdrawn 
when his presence was most necessary, it would have 
argued Ills want of courage, and intimidated others. 
It is necessary always, however, preserving the due 
distinction between the leader and the troops, that 
their danger should be common, and no one exempt 
from it; lest the latter should be alarmed by a differ¬ 
ent conduct. Courage in an army depends upon 
example, upon the desire of being distinguished, the 
fear of dishonour, the incapacity of doing otherwise 
than the rest, and the equality of danger. If Cyrus had 
retired, it would have either ruined, or greatly weak¬ 
ened, all these potent motives, by discouraging the 
officers as well as soldiers of his army. He thought, 
that being their general, it was incumbent upon him 
to discharge all the functions of that office, and to 
show himself worthy to be the leader and soul of such 
a number of valiant men, ready to shed their blood 
for his service. 

It was now noon, and the enemy did not yet appear. 
But about three of the clock a great dust like a white 
cloud arose, followed soon after with a blackness that 
overspread the whole plain; after which was seen the 
glittering of armour, lances, and standards. Tissa- 
phernes commanded the left, which consisted of ca¬ 
valry armed with white cuirasses, and of light-armed 
infantry; in the centre was the heavy-armed foot, a 
great part of which had bucklers made of wood which 
covered the soldier entirely (these were Egyptians.) 
The rest of the light-armed infantry and of the horse 
formed the right wing. The foot were drawn up by 
nations, with as much depth as front, and in that or¬ 
der composed square battalions. The king had posted 
himself in the main body with the flower of the whole 
army, and had 6000 horse for his guard, commanded 
by Ai'tagerses. Though he was in the centre, he was 
beyond the left wing of Cyrus’s army, so much did 
the front of his own exceed that of the enemy in ex¬ 
tent. A hundred and fifty chariots armed with 
scythes were placed in the front of the army at some 
distance from one another. The scythes were fixed 
to the axle downwards and aslant, so as to cut down 
and overthrow all before them. 

As Cyrus relied very much upon the valour and ex¬ 
perience of the Greeks, he bade Clearchus, as soon 
as he had beaten the enemies in his front, to take care 
to incline to his left, and fall upon the centre, where 
the king was posted—the success of the battle depend¬ 
ing upon that attack. But Clearchus, finding it very 
difficult to make his way through so great a body of 
troops, replied, that he need be in no pain, and that 
he would take care to do what was necessary. 

The enemy in the mean time advanced slowly and 
in good order. Cyrus marched in the space between 

the two armies, though nearest to his own, and con¬ 
sidered both of them with great attention. Xenophon, 
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perceiving him, spurred directly up to him to know 
whether he had any farther orders to give. He called 
out to him, that the sacrifices were favourable, and 
that he should tell the troops so. He then hastened 
through the ranks to give his orders, and showed him¬ 
self to the soldiers with such a joy and serenity in his 
countenance, as inspired them with new courage, and 
at the same time with an air of kindness and familiar¬ 
ity, that excited their zeal and affection. It is not 
easy to comprehend what great effects are produced 
by a word, a kind air, or a look of a general, upon a 
day of actiou; and w'ith what ardour a common man 
will rush into danger, w’hen he believes himself not 
unknown to his general, and thinks his valour will 
oblige him. 

Artaxerxes moved on continually, though with a 
slow pace, and without noise and confusion. That 
good order and exact discipline extremely surprised 
the Greeks, who expected to see much hurry and tu¬ 
mult in so great a multitude, and to hear confused 
cries, as Cyrus had foretold them. 

The armies were not distant above four or five hun¬ 
dred paces, when the Greeks began to sing the hymn 
of battle, and to march on, slowdy at first, and with 
silence. When they came near the enemy, they 
set up great cries, striking their darts upon their 
shields to frighten the horse, and then moving alto¬ 
gether, they sprung forwards upon the Barbarians 
with all their force, who did not wait their charge, 
but took to their heels, and fled universally; except 
Tissaphernes, who stood his ground with a small part 
of his troops, 

Cyrus saw with pleasure the enemy routed by the 
Greeks, and was proclaimed king by those around 
him. But he did not give himself up to a vain joy, 
nor as yet reckon himself victor. He perceived that 
Artaxerxes was wheeling his right to attack him in 
flank, and marched directly against him with his 600 
horse. He killed Artagerses, who commanded the 
king’s guard of 6000 horse, with his own hand, and 
put the whole body to flight. Discovering his bro¬ 
ther, he cried out, his eyes sparkling with rage, I see 
Mm, and spurred against him, followed only by his 
principal officers; for his troops had quitted their 
ranks to follow the runaways, which was an essential 
fault. 

The battle then became a single combat, 1 in some 
measure, between Artaxerxes and Cyrus, and the 
two brothers were seen transported with rage and 
fury, endeavouring, like Eteocles and Polynices, to 
plunge their swords into each other’s hearts, and to 
assure themselves of the throne by the death of their 
rival. 

Cyrus having opened his way through those who 
were drawn up in battle before Artaxerxes, joined 
him, and killed h '13 horse that fell with him to the 
ground. He rose, and was remounted upon another, 
W’hen Cyrus attacked him again, gave him a second 
wound, and was preparing to give him a third, in 
hopes that it would prove his last. The king, like a 
lion wounded by the hunters, only the more furious 
from the smart, sprung forwards, impetuously pushing 
his horse against Cyrus, w'ho running headlong, and 
without regard to his person, threw himself into the 
midst of a flight of darts, aimed at him from all sides, 
and received a wound from the king’s javelin, at the 
instant all the rest discharged their weapons against 
him. Cyrus fell dead : some say that it was from the 
wound given him by the king; others affirm that he 
was killed by a Carian soldier. Mithridates, a young 
Persian nobleman, asserted, that he had given him the 
mortal stroke with a javelin, which entered his temple, 
and pierced his head quite through. The greatest 
persons of the court, resolving not to survive so good 
a master, were all killed around his body;— a certain 
proof, says Xenophon, that he well knew how to 
choose his friends, and that he was truly beloved by 
them. Ariaeus, who ought to have been the firmest 
of all his adherents, fled with the left wing, as soon as 
he heard of his death. 

Artaxerxes, after having caused the head and right 


hand of his brother to be cut of! hy the eunuch Mesa- 
bates, pursued the enemy into their camp. Ariseus 
had not stopped there, but having passed through it, 
continued his retreat to the place w’here the army had 
encamped theday before, w’hich was about four leagues 
distant. 

Tissaphcrnes, after the defeat of the greatest part 
of his left wing by the Greeks, led on the rest against 
them, and by the side of the river passed through the 
light-armed infantry of the Greeks, who oppned to 
give him passage, and made their discharge upon him 
as he passed without losing a man. They were com¬ 
manded by Episthenes of Amphipolis, who was 
esteemed an able captain. Tissaphernes kept on 
without returning to the charge, because he perceived 
he was too weak, and went forward to Cyrus’s camp, 
where he found the king, who was plundering it; 
but had not been able to force the quarter defend¬ 
ed by the Greeks left to guard it, who saved their 
baggage. 

The Greeks on their side, and Artaxerxes on his, 
who did not know what was going on elsewhere, be¬ 
lieved each of them that they had gained the victory; 
the first, because they had put the enemy to flight, and 
ursued them; and the king, because he had killed 
is brother, beaten the troops who had opposed him, 
and plundered their camp. The event w'as soon 
cleared up on both sides. Tissaphernes, upon his ar¬ 
rival at the camp, informed the king, that the Greeks 
had defeated his left wing, aud pursued it with great 
vigour; and the Greeks on their side learned, that 
the king, in pursuing Cyrus’s left, had penetrated into 
the camp. Upon this advice, the king rallied his 
troops, and marched in quest of the enemy; and 
Clearchus, being returned from pursuing the Persians, 
advanced to support the camp. 

The two armies were soon very near each other, 
when, by a movement made by the king, he seemed 
to intend to charge the Greeks by their left, who, fear¬ 
ing to be surrounded on all sides, wheeled about, and 
halted with the river on their backs, to prevent their 
being taken in the rear. Upon seeing that, the king 
changed his form of battle also, drew up his army in 
front of them, and marched on to the attack. As 
soon as the Greeks saw him approach, they began 
to sing the hymn of battle, and advanced against 
the enemy even with more ardour than in the first 
action. 

The Barbarians again took to their heels, as at first, 
ran farther than before, and were pursued to a village 
at the foot of a hill, upon which their horse halted. 
The king’s standard was observed to be there, which 
was a golden eagle upon the top of a pike, having its 
wings displayed. The Greeks preparing to pursue 
them, they abandoned also the hill, tied precipitately, 
and all their troops broke, and were in the utmost dis¬ 
order and confusion. Clearchus having drawn up the 
Greeks at the bottom of the hill, ordered Lycias the 
Syracusan, and another to go up it, and observe what 
passed in the plain. They returned with an account 
that the enemy fled on all sides, and that their whole 
army was routed. 

As it was almost night, the Greeks laid down their 
arms to rest themselves, much surprised, that neither 
Cyrus, nor any one from him, appeared; and ima¬ 
gining that he was either engaged in the pursuit of 
the eneni)', or was making haste to possess himself 
of some important place; for they were still ignorant 
of his death, and the defeat of the rest of his army. 
They determined therefore to return to their camp, 
where they arrived about night-fall, and found the 
greatest part of the baggage taken, with all the pro¬ 
visions and 400 waggons laden with corn and wine, 
which Cyrus had expressly caused to be carried along 
with the army for the Greeks, in case of any pressing 
necessity. They passed the night in the camp, the 
greatest part of them without any refreshment, con¬ 
cluding that Cyrus was alive and victorious. 

The success of this battle shows the superiority of 
valour and military knowledge over tne greatest 
numbers without them. The small army of the 
Greeks did not amount to more than twelve or 13,000 
men; but they were seasoned and disciplined troops, 


i Diod. 1. xiv.p. 254. 
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inured to fatigues, accustomed to confront dangers, 
sensible to glory, and who, during the long Pelopon¬ 
nesian war, haci not wanted either time or means to 
acquire, and perfect themselves in the art of war. 
On Artaxerxes’s side were reckoned nearly 1,000,000 
of men; but they were soldiers only in name, without 
force, courage, discipline, experience, or any senti¬ 
ment of honour. Hence it was, that as soon as the 
Greeks appeared, terror and disorder ensued amongst 
the enemy; and in the second action, Artaxerxes 
himself did not dare to wait their attack, but shame¬ 
fully betook himself to flight. 

Plutarch here blames Clearchus the general of the 
Greeks very much, and imputes to him as an unpar¬ 
donable neglect, his not having followed Cyrus’s 
order, who recommended to him above all things to 
fall upon that body where Artaxerxes commanded in 
person. This reproach seems groundless. It is not 
easy to conceive, how it was possible for that captain, 
who was posted on the right wing, to attack Arta¬ 
xerxes immediately, who, in the centre of his own ar¬ 
my, lay beyond the utmost extent of the enemy’s 
left, as has been said before. It seems that Cyrus, 
depending as he did with great reason upon the 
valour of the Greeks, and desiring they should 
charge Artaxerxes in his post, ought to have placed 
them in the left wing which answered directly to 
the part where the king was; that is, to the main 
body, and not in the right, which was very remote 
from it. 

Clearchus may indeed be reproached with having 
followed the pursuit too warmly and too long. It, 
after having put the left wing which opposed him into 
disorder, he had charged the rest of the enemv in 
flank, and had opened his way to the centre, where 
Artaxerxes was, it is highly probable, that he would 
have gained a complete victory, and placed Cyrus up¬ 
on the throne. Tne 600 horse of that prince’s guard 
committed the same fault, and by pursuing the body of 
troops they had put to flight too eagerly, left their 
master almost alone, and abandoned to the mercy of 
the enemy: without considering that they were cho¬ 
sen from the whole army for the immediate guard of 
his person, and for no other purpose whatsoever. Too 
much ardour is often prejudicial in a battle, and it is 
the duty of an able general to know how to restrain 
and direct it. 

JSVCyrus himself erred highly in this respect, and 
abandoned himself too much to his blind passion for 
glory and revenge. In running headlong to attack 
Fiis brother, lie forgot that there is a wide difference 
between a general and a private soldier. He ought 
nqt to have exposed himself, but as became a prince: 
as the head, not as the hand—as the person who was 
to give orders, and not as those who were to execute 
them. 

la thvese remarks I only adopt those which have 
been made by able judges in the art of war, and 
fvould .not choose to advance my own opinion upon 
points wi’tich I am not competent to decide. 

SECTION III.— EULOGY OF CYRUS. 

Xeivophg gives us a magnificent character of 
Cyrus, 1 and that not merely from the report of others, 
but from wha 1 h e saw anc * knew of him in his own 
rierson. He v 7as > says h e > ,n the opinion of all that 
was acquaintec 1 with him, next to Cyrus the Great, a 
Drince the most worthy of the supreme authority, and 
one w’ho had the most noble, and most truly royal soul. 
From his infanc) * he surpassed all of his own age in 
every exercise, whether it were in managing the 
horse, drawing the bow, throwing the dart, or in 
the chase, in wh ich he distinguished himself once 
bv fighting and killing a bear that attacked him. 
Those advantages were enhanced in him by the 
nobleness of his air, an engaging aspect, and by all 
the traces of natu. ve, that conduce to recommend 

m Vnien his father had made him satrap of Lydia, 
and the neighbouring provinces,® his chief care was 
to make the people .sensible that he had nothing so 

i De Ex pea’. Ctyr.l. i. p. 266. 267. 

9 Great Phrygia and Canpadocia. 


much at heart as to keep his word inviolably, no 
only with regard to public treaties, but the most mi¬ 
nute of his promises;—a quality very rare amongst 
princes, which however is the basis of all good gov¬ 
ernment, and the source of their own, as w ell as their 
people’s happiness. Not only the places under his 
authority, but the enemy themselves, reposed an en¬ 
tire confidence in him. 

Whether good or ill were done him, he always de¬ 
sired to return it two-fold, and wished that he might 
live no longer (as he said himself,) than whilst he 
surpassed his friends in benefits, and his enemies in 
vengeance. (It would have been more glorious for 
him to have overcome the latter by the force of fa¬ 
vour and benevolence.) Nor was there ever a prince 
whom people were more afraid to offend, nor for 
whose sake they were more ready to hazard their 
possessions, lives, and fortunes. 

Less intent upon being feared than beloved, his 
study was to make his greatness appear only where 
it was useful and beneficial, and to extinguish all 
other sentiments, but those which flow from grati¬ 
tude and affection. He was careful to seize every 
occasion of doing good, to confer his favours with 
judgment and in season, and to show, that hethougfit 
himself rich, powerful, and happy, only as he made 
others sensible of his being so by his benevolence 
and liberality. But he took care not to exhaust the 
means by an imprudent profusion. He did not lavish 3 
but distribute his favours. He chose rather to make 
his liberalities the rewards of merit, than mere dona¬ 
tions, and that they should be subservient in promo¬ 
ting virtue, and notin supporting the soft and abject 
sloih of vice. 

He was particularly pleased with conferring his 
favours upon valiant men, and governments and re¬ 
wards were bestowed only on those who had distin¬ 
guished themselves by their actions. He never gran¬ 
ted any honour or dignity to favour, intrigue, or 
faction, but to merit alone; upon which depends not 
only the glory but the prosperity of governments. 

that means he soon made virtue estimable, and 
•rendered vice contemptible. The provinces, anima¬ 
ted with a noble emulation, furnished him in a very 
short time with a considerable number of excellent 
subjects of every kind; who under a different gov¬ 
ernment would have remained unknown,obscure, and 
useless. 

Never did any one know how to confer an obliga¬ 
tion with a better grace, or to win the hearts of those 
who could serve him with a more engaging beha¬ 
viour. As he was fully sensible that he stood in need 
of the assistance of others for the execution of his 
designs, he thought justice and gratitude required 
that he should render his adherents all the services 
in his power. All the presents made him, whether 
of splendid arms, or rich apparel, he distributed 
among his friends, according to their several tastes 
or occasions, and used to say, that the brightest or¬ 
nament, and most exalted riches of a prince, consis¬ 
ted in adorning and enriching those who served him 
well. In fact, says Xenophon, to do good to one’s 
friends, and to excel them in liberality, does not 
seem so worthy of admiration in so high a fortune; 
but to transcend them in goodness of heart and senti¬ 
ments of friendship and affection, and to take more 
pleasure in conferring, than receiving obligations; 
this is what I find in Cyrus truly worthy of esteem 
and admiration. The first of these advantages he 
derives from his rank; the other from himself and his 
intrinsic merit. 

By these extraordinary qualities, he acquired the 
universal esteem and affection as well of the Greeks 
as barbarians. A great proof of what Xenophon 
here says, is, that none ever quitted the service of 
Cyrus, for the king’s; whereas great numbers went 
over every day to him from the king’s party after the 
war was declared, and even of such as had most cre¬ 
dit at the court; because they were all convinced, 
that Cyrus knew best how to distinguish and reward 
their services. ____ 

* Habebat ginum facilem, non perforatum: ex quo muUft 
exeant, nihil excidat. Senec, de vit . beat, cxxiii. 
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It is most certain that young Cyrus was endowed 
with great virtues, and a superior merit; but i am 
surprised, that Xenophon, in drawing his character, 
has described only the most beautiful features, and 
such as are calculated to excite our admiration of him, 
without saying the least word of his defects, and 
especially of that immoderate ambition, which was 
the soul of all his actions, and which at length put 
arms into his hands, against his elder brother and 
king. Is it allowable in an historian, whose chief 
duty is to paint virtue and vice in their proper col¬ 
ours, to relate at large an enterprise of such a nature, 
without intimating the least dislike or reprobation of 
it? But with the pagans, ambition was so far from 
being considered as a vice, that it often passed for a 
virtue. 

SECTION IV.— TIIE KING WISHES TO COMPEL 
THE GREEKS TO DELIVER UP THEIR ARMS. 
THEY RESOLVE TO DIE RATHER THAN SURREN¬ 
DER THEMSELVES. A TREATY IS MADE WITH 
THEM. TISSAPHERNES TAKES UPON HI3T TO 
CONDUCT THEM BACK TO THEIR OWN COUNTRY. 
HE TREACHEROUSLY SEIZES CLEARCHUS AND 
FOUR OTHER GENERALS, WHO ARE ALL PUT TO 
DEATH. 

The Greeks, 1 having learned, the day after the 
battle, that* * Cyrus was dead, sent deputies to Ariaeus, 
the general of the barbarians, who had retired with 
his troops to the place from whence they had marched 
the day before the action, to offer him, as victors, the 
crown of Persia in the room of Cyrus. At the same 
time arrived Persian heralds at arms from the king, 
to summon them to deliver up their arms; to whom 
they answered with a haughty air that such mes¬ 
sages were not to be sent to conquerors; that if the 
king would have their arms, he might come and take 
them; but that they would die before the}'would part 
with them; that if he would receive them into the 
number of his allies, they would serve him with fide¬ 
lity and valour; 2 but if he imagined to reduce them 
to slavery as conquered, he might know, they had 
wherewithal to defend themselves, and were deter¬ 
mined to lose their lives and liberty together. The 
heralds added, that they had orders to tell them, 
that if they continued in the place where they were, 
they would be allowed a suspension of arms, but if 
they advanced or retired, that they would be treated 
as enemies. The Greeks agreed, but were asked by 
the heralds what answer they should take back. 
Peace in continuing here , or war in marching , re¬ 
plied Clearchus, without explaining himself farther; 
in order to keep the king always in suspense and 
uncertainty. 

The answer of Ariseus to the Grecian deputies was 
that there were many Persians more considerable 
than himself, who would not suffer him upon the 
throne, and that he should set out early the next day 
to return into Ionia; that, if they would march thither 
with him, they might join him in the night. Clear¬ 
chus, with the advice of the officers, prepared to de¬ 
part. He commanded from thenceforth, as being the 
fcole person of sufficient capacity: for he had not been 
actually elected generai-in-chief. 

When the night came, Miltocythes the Thracian, 
who commanded forty horse, and about three hun¬ 
dred foot of his own country, w'ent and surrendered 
himself to the king; and the rest of the Greeks began 
their march under the conduct of Clearchus, and ar¬ 
rived about midnight at the camp of Ariseus. After 
they had drawn up in battle, the principal officers 
went to wait on him in his tent, where they swore 
alliance with him ; and the barbarian engaged to 
conduct the army without fraud. In confirmation of 
the treaty, they sacrificed a wolf, a ram, a boar, and 
a bull; the Greeks dipped their swords, and the bar¬ 
barians the points of their javelins, in the blood of 
the victims. 


i Xenoph. in Expcd. Cvr. 1. ii» p. 272—202. Diod, 1. xiv. 

p. 2.75—257. 

* Sin ut victis serviium indiceretur, esse sibi ferrum ct 
juventntem, et prompium libertati aut ad mortem animum. 
Tacit. Jlnnal. 1. iv.c. 40. 


Ariaeus did not think proper to return by the same 
route they had come, because, as they had found no¬ 
thing for their subsistence during the last seventeen 
days of their march, they must have suffered much 
more, had they taken the same way back again. He 
therefore took another; exhorting them only to make 
long marches at first, in order to evade the king’s pur¬ 
suit; but this, however, they could not effect. To¬ 
wards the evening, when they were not far from some 
villages where they proposed to halt, the scouts came 
in with advice, that they had seen several equipages 
and convoys, which made it reasonable to judge, that 
the enemy were not far off. Upon which they stood 
their ground, and waited their coming up; and the 
next day, before sun-rising, drew upin the same order 
as in the preceding battle. So bold an appearance 
terrified the king, lvho sent heralds, not to demand, as 
before, the surrender of their arms, but to propose 
peace and a treaty. Clearchus, who was informed of 
their arrival, whilst he was busy in drawing up his 
troops, gave orders to bid them wait, and to tell tnem, 
that he was not yet at leisure to hear them. He as¬ 
sumed purposely an air of haughtiness and grandeur, 
to denote ids intrepidity, and at the same to show the 
fine appearance and good condition of his phalanx. 
When he advanced with the most gallant of his of¬ 
ficers, expressly chosen for the occasion, and had 
heard what the heralds had to propose; he made 
auswer, that they must begin with giving battle, be¬ 
cause the army, being in want of provisions, had no 
time to lose. The herald having carried back this 
answer to their master, returned shortly after; which 
showed, that the king, or whoever spoke in his name, 
was not very distant. They said, they had orders to 
conduct them to villages, where they would find pro¬ 
visions in abundance, and conducted them thither ac¬ 
cordingly. 

The army stayed there three days, during which, 
Tissaphernes arrived from the king, with the queen’s 
brother and three other Persian grandees, attended by 
a great number of officers and domestics. After hav¬ 
ing saluted the generals, who advanced to receive 
him, he told him by his interpreter, that being a 
neighbour of Greece, and seeing them engaged in 
dangers, out of which it would be difficult to extricate 
themselves, he had used his good offices with the 
king, to obtain permission to reconduct them into 
their own country; being convinced, that neither 
themselves, nor their cities, would ever be unmindful 
of that favour: that the king, without having declared 
himself positively upon that head, had commanded 
him to come to them, to know for what cause they 
had taken arms against him; and he advised them to 
make the king such an answer, as might not give any 
offence, and might enable him to do them service. 
“We call the gods to witness,” replied Clearchus, 
“that we do not enlist ourselves to make war. with 
the king, or to march against him. Cyrus, concealing 
his true motives under different pretexts, brought us 
almost hither without explaining himself, the bttter to 
surprise you. And when we saw' him surrounded 
witn dangers, we thought it infamous to abandon 
him, after the favours we had received from him. 
But as he is dead, we are released from our engage¬ 
ment, and neither desire to contest the crown wuth 
Artaxerxes, nor to ravage his countiy, nor to give 
him the least disquiet; provided he does not oppose 
our return. However, if we are attacked, we shall 
endeavour, with the assistance of the gods, to make a 
good defence; and shall not he ungrateful towards 
those who render us any service.” Tissaphernes re¬ 
plied, that he would let the king know what they 
said, and return with his answer. But his not coming 
the next day gave the Greeks some anxiety: he how-- 
ever arrived on the third, and told them that after 
much controversy, he had at length obtained the 
king’s pardon for them: for, that it had been repre¬ 
sented to the king, that he ought not to suffer people 
to return with impunity into their country, xvho had 
been so insolent as to come thither to make war upon 
him. “In fine,” said he, “you may now assure 
yourselves of not finding arry obstacle to your return, 
and of being supplied with provisions, or suffered to 
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buy them; and you shall swear on your part, that 
\ou will pass without committing any disorders in 
your march, and that you will take only what is 
necessary; provided you are not furnished with it.” 
These conditions were sworn to on both sides. Tis- 
saphernes and the queen’s brother gave their hands 
to the colonels and captains in token of amity. After 
which Tissaphernes withdrew to arrange Ins affairs, 
promising to return shortly in order to go back with 
them into his government. 

The Greeks waited for him above twenty days, 
continuing encamped near Arlseus, who received fre- 

uent visits from his brothers, and other relations, as 

id the officers of his army from the Persians of the 
different party; who assured them from the king of 
an entire oblivion of the past: so that the friendship 
of Ariaeus for the Greeks appeared to cool every day 
more and more. This change gave them some unea¬ 
siness. Several of the officers went to Clearchus and 
the other generals, and said to them, V What do we 
here any longer? Are we not sensible, that the king 
desires to see us all perish, that others may be terri¬ 
fied by our example? Perhaps lie keeps us waiting 
here, till he re-assemblcs his dispersed troops, or sends 
to seize the passes in our way; tor he will never suffer 
us to return into Greece to divulge our own glory and 
his shame.” Clearchus made answer to this discourse, 
that to depart without consulting the king, was to 
break with him, and to declare war by violating the 
treaty; that they should remain without a conduc¬ 
tor in a strange country, where nobody would sup¬ 
ply them with provisions; that Ariaeus would aban¬ 
don them; and that even their friends would be¬ 
come their enemies; that he did not know, but there 
might be other rivers to pass, but that, were the Eu¬ 
phrates the only one, they could not get over it, were 
the passage ever so little disputed. That if it were 
necessary to come to a battle, they should find them¬ 
selves without cavalry against an enemy that had a 
very numerous and excellent body of horse; so that 
if they gained the victory, they could make no great 
advantage of it, and if they were overcome, they were 
utterly and irretrievably lost. “ Besides, wh} r should 
the king, who has so many other means to destro} r 
us, engage his word only to violate it, and thereby 
render himself execrable in the sight of gods and 
men?” 

Tissaphernes, however, arrived with his troops, in 
order to return into his government, and they set for¬ 
ward all together under the conduct of that satrap, 
who supplied them with provisions. Ariaeus with his 
troops encamped with the Barbarians,and the Greeks 
separately at some distance, which kept up a con¬ 
tinual distrust amongst them. Besides which, there 
happened frequent quarrels for wood or forage, that 
augmented their aversion for each other. After three 
days’ march, they arrived at the wall of Media, which 
is a hundred feet high, twenty broad, and twenty 
leagues* in extent, all built with bricks, cemented 
with bitumen, like the walls of Babylon, from which 
it was not very distant at one of its extremities, 
When they had passed it, they marched eight leagues 
in two days, and came to the river Tigris, after hav¬ 
ing crossed two of its canals, cut expressly for water¬ 
ing the country. They then passed the Tigris 2 upon 
a bridge of twenty-seven boats near Sitnce, a very 
great and populous city. After four days’ march, 
they arrived at another city, very opulent also, called 
Opis. They found there a bastard brother of Arta- 
xerxes with a very considerable body of troops, which 
he was bringing from Susa and Ecbatana to his aid. 
He admired the fine order of the Greeks. From 
thence, having passed the deserts of Media, they 
came after a march of six days to a place called the 
lands of Farysatis; the revenues of which appertained 


i Twenty par asanas. 

3 The march of lhe Greeks and the rest of the army, 
from lhe day after the battle till the passing of the Tigris, 
abounds in the text of Xenophon with very great obscuri¬ 
ties, to explain which fully, would require a long disserta¬ 
tion. My plan does not admit me to enter into sueh discus¬ 
sions, which I must therefore refer to those who are more 
able than myself. 


to that princess. Tissaphernes, to insult the memory 
of her son Cyrus, so dearly beloved by her, gave up 
the villages to be plundered by the Greeks. Contin¬ 
uing their march through the desert on the one side 
of the Tigris, which they had on their left, they arri¬ 
ved at Ctente a very great and rich city, and from 
thence at the river Zabates. 

The occasions of distrust increased every day be¬ 
tween the Greeks and Barbarians. Clearchus thought 
it incumbent on him to come to an explanation once 
for all with Tissaphernes. He began with observing 
upon the sacred and inviolable nature of the treaties 
subsisting between them. “ Can a man,” said he, 
“conscious of the guilt of perjury, be capable of liv¬ 
ing at ease. How would he shun the wrath of the 
gods, who are the witnesses of treaties, and escape 
their vengeance, whose power is universal ?” He 
added afterwards many things to prove, that the 
Greeks were obliged by their own interest to continue 
faithful to him, and that, by renouncing his alliance, 
they must first inevitably renounce not only all re¬ 
ligion, but reason and common sense. Tissaphernes 
seemed to relish this discourse, and spoke to him with 
all the appearance of the most perfect sincerity; in¬ 
sinuating at the same time, that some persons had 
done him bad offices with him. “If you will bring 
your officers hither,” said he, “ 1 will show you those 
who have wronged you by their representations.” He 
kept him to supper, and professed more friendship for 
him than ever. 

The next day Clearchus proposed in the assembly, 
to go with the several commanders of the troops to 
Tissaphernes. He suspected Menon in particular, 
whom he knew to have nad a secret conference with 
the satrap in the presence of Ariaeus; besides which, 
they had alreadj’ differed several times with each 
other. Some objected, that it was not proper that all 
the generals should go to Tissaphernes, and that it 
was not consistent with prudence to rely implicitly 
upon the professions of a Barbarian. But Clearchus 
continued to insist upon his proposal, till it was agreed 
that the four other commanders, with twenty captains 
and about 200 soldiers, under pretext of buying pro¬ 
visions in the Persian camp, where there was a market, 
should be sent along with him. When they came to 
the tent of Tissaphernes, the five commanders, Clear¬ 
chus, Menon, Proxenus, Agias, and Socrates, were 
suffered to enter, but the captains remained without 
at the door. Immediately, on a certain signal before 
agreed on, those within were seized, and the others 
put to the sword. Some Persian horse afterwards 
scoured the country, and killed all the Greeks they 
met, whether freemen or slaves. Clearchus, with the 
other generals, w r as sent to the king, who ordered 
their heads to be struck off. Xenophon describes 
with sufficient extent the characters of those officers. 

Clearchus was valiant, bold, intrepid, and of a ca¬ 
pacity for forming great enterprises. His courage 
was not rash, but directed by prudence; and he re¬ 
tained all the coolness of histeinper and presence of 
mind in the midst of the greatest dangers. He loved 
the troops, and let them want for nothing. He knew 
how to make them obey him; but out of fear. His 
mien was awful and severe; his language rough; his 
punishments instant and rigorous: he gave way some¬ 
times to passion, but presently came to himself, and 
always chastised with justice. His great maxim was, 
that nothing could be done in an army without severe 
discipline; and from him came the saying, thata soldier 
ought to fear his "eneral more than the enemy. The 
troops esteemed liis valour, 3 and did justice to his 
merit; but they were afraid of his temper, and did 
not love to serve under him. In a word, says Xeno¬ 
phon, the soldiers feared him as scholars do a severe 
pedagogue. We may say of him with Tacitus, that 
by an excess of severity he made, what had other¬ 
wise been well done by him, unamiable; Cvpidine 
severitatis in Ins etiam, yuccriiefaeeret , acerbus. 4 

Proxenus was of Bceotia. From his infancy he as- 
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pired at great things, and was industrious to make 
nimself capable of them. He spared no means for 
the attainment of instruction, nnd was the disciple of 
Gorgias the Leontine, a celebrated rhetorician, who 
sold his lectures at a very high price. When he 
found himself capable of commanding, and of doing 
good to his friends, as well as of being served by 
them, he entered into Cyrus’s service with the view 
of advancing himself. He did not want ambition, 
but would take no other path to glory than that of 
virtue. He would have been a perfect captain, had 
he had to do with none but brave and disciplined men, 
and had it been only necessary to make nimself be¬ 
loved. He was more apprehensive of being upon bad 
terms with his soldiers, than his soldiers with him. 
He thought it sufficient for a commander to praise 
good actions, without punishing bad ones; for which 
reason he was beloved by the worthy, but those of 
a different character abused his easiness. He died at 
thirty years of age. 

Could the two great persons, 1 whose portraits we 
have here drawn after Xenophon, have moulded into 
one, something perfect might have been made of them, 
by retrenching their several defects,and retaining only 
their virtues; but it rarely happens, that the same 
man, as Tacitus 2 says of Agricola, behaves, accord¬ 
ing to the exigency of times and circumstances, some¬ 
times with gentleness nnd sometimes with severity, 
without lessening his authority by the former, or the 
people’s affection by the latter. 

Menon was a Thessalian, nvaricious and ambitious, 
but ambitious only to satiate his avarice, pursuing 
honour and estimation for the mere lucre of money. 
He courted the friendship of the great, and of persons 
in authority, that he might have it in his power to 
commit injustice and oppression with impunity. To 
obtain his ends, falsehood, fraud, perjury cost him 
nothing; whilst sincerity, and integrity of heart, were 
in his opinion merely weakness and stupidity. He 
loved nobody; and if he professed friendship, it was 
only to deceive. As others make their glory consist 
in religion, probity, and honour, he valued himself up¬ 
on injustice, deceit, and treachery. He gained the fa¬ 
vour of the great by false reports, whispering, and cal¬ 
umny; and that of the soldiery by license and impu¬ 
nity. In fine, he endeavoured to render himself terri¬ 
ble by the mischief it was in his power to do, and im¬ 
agined he favoured those to whom he did none. 

I had thoughts of retrenching these characters, 
which interrupt the thread of the history. But as 
men, in all times, are the same, I thought retaining 
them would neither be useless nor disagreeable to the 
reader. 

SECTION V.— RETREAT OF THE 10,000 GREEKS 

FROM THE PROVINCE OF BABYLON, AS FAR AS 

TREBISOND. 

The generals of the Greeks having been seized, 3 
and the officers who attended them massacred, the 
troops were in the highest consternation. They were 
five or 600 leagues from Greece, surrounded with 
great rivers and hostile nations, without a guide or 
any supplies of provisions.—In this state of general 
dejection, they could not think of taking either nour¬ 
ishment or repose. In the middle of the night, Xen¬ 
ophon, a young Athenian, but of prudence and capac¬ 
ity superior to his years, went to some of the officers, 
and represented to them, that they had no time to 
lose; that it \vas of the utmost importance to prevent 
the bad designs of the enemy; that however small 
their number, they would render themselves formida¬ 
ble, if they behaved with boldness and resolution: 
that valour and not multitude determines the success 
of arms; and that it was necessary above all things to 
nominate generals immediately,—because an army 


* Egregium principatus tcmperamentum si, demptis 
utriusque viiiis sol® virtutee imsceientur. Tacit, Jlislor. 
1. ii. c 5. 

* Pro variis temporibus ac ncgotiis eevcrus et comis—ncc 
illi, quod est rarissimum, aut fadlilas auctoritatem, aut se- 
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without commanders is like a body without a soul. A 
council was immediately held, at which 100 officers 
were present; and Xenophon being desired to speak, 
enforced the reasons at large, which he had at first 
but lightly touched upon; and by his advice comman¬ 
ders were appointed. These were. Timasion, in the 
room of Clearc.hus, Xanthides for Socrates, Cleanor 
for Agias, Philesius for Menon, and Xenophon for 
Proxenus. 

Before the break of day, they assembled the army. 
The generals made speeches to animate the troops, 
and Xenophon amongst the rest.—“ Fellow soldiers, 1 ’ 
said he, “ the loss of so many brave men by vile 
treachery, and the being abandoned by our frienus, 
is very deplorable: but we must not sink under our 
misfortunes; and if we cannot conquer, let us ehoose 
rather to perish gloriously, than to fall into the hands 
of Barbarians, who would inflict upon us the greatest 
miseries. Let us call to mind the glorious battles of 
Platreee, Thermopylae, Salamis, and so many others, 
wherein our ancestors, though with a small number, 
have fought and defeated the innumerable armies of 
the Persians, and thereby rendered the name alone of 
Greek for ever formidable. It is to their invincible 
valour we owe the honour we possess of acknowledg¬ 
ing no masters upon earth but the gods, nor any hap¬ 
piness but what is consistent with liberty. Those 
gods, the avengers of perjury, and witnesses of the 
enemy’s perfidy, will be favourable to us; and as they 
are attacked in the violation of treaties, and take 
pleasure in humbling the proud and exalting the low, 
they will also follow us to battle and combat for us. 
For the rest, fellow soldiers, as we have no refuge but 
in victory, which must be our sole resource, and will 
make us ample amends for whatever it costs to attain 
it; I should believe, if it were your opinion, that in 
order to make a more expeditious and less difficult 
retreat, it would be very proper to rid ourselves of 
all the useless baggage, and to keep only what is ab¬ 
solutely necessary in our march.”—All the soldiers 
that moment lifted up their hands to signify their 
approbation and consent to all that had been said, 
and without loss of time set fire to their tents and 
carriages; such of them as had too much equipage 
giving it to others who had too little, and destroying 
the rest. 

It was resolved to march the army without tumult 
or violence, if their return was not opposed; but oth¬ 
erwise to open themselves a passage sword in hand 
through the enemy. They therefore began their march 
in the form of a great hollow square, with the baggage 
in the centre. Chirisophus, the Laccedemonian, had 
the vanguard: tw r o of tne oldest captains the right 
and left; and Timasion with Xenophon were posted 
in the rear as the youngest officers.—The first day 
was distressing; because having neither horse nor 
•dingers, they were extremely harassed by a detach¬ 
ment sent against them: but they provided against 
that inconvenience by following Xenophon’s advice. 
They chose 200 men out of the Rhodians among the 
troops, whom they armed with slings, and augmented 
their pay for their encouragement. They could throw 
as far again as the Persians, because they discharged 
balls of lead, and the others made use only of large 
flints. They mounted also a squadron of fifty men 
upon the horses intended for the baggage, and sup¬ 
plied their places with other beasts of burden. By 
the means of this supply, a second detachment of the 
enemy were very severely handled. 

After some days’ march Tissaphernes appeared 
with all his forces. He contented himself at first with 
harassing the Greeks, who moved on continually. 
The latter observing the difficulty of retreating in a 
hollow square, in the face of the enemy, from the 
unevenness of ground, hedges, and other obstacles, 
which might oblige them to break it, changed their 
order of battle, and marched in two columns, with 
the little baggage they had in the space between 
them. They formed a body of reserve of 600 chosen 
men, whom they divided into six companies, and sub¬ 
divided by fifties and tens, to facilitate their motions 
according as occasion might require. When the 
columns came close to each other, they ’ either re- 
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mained in the rear, or filed off upon the flanks on 
both sides, to avoid disorder; and when they opened, 
they fell into the void space in the rear between the 
two columns. Upon any occasion of attack, they 
immediately ran where it was necessary. The Greeks 
stood several charges, but they were neither consider¬ 
able, nor attended with much loss. 

They arrived at the river Tigris. As its depth would 
not admit them to repass it without boats, they were 
obliged to cross the Carduchian mountains, because 
there was no other way; and the prisoners reported, 
that from thence they would enter Armenia, where 
they might pass the Tigris,*at its source, and after¬ 
wards the Euphrates, qot very distant from it. To 
gain those defiles, before the enemy could seize them, 
it was thought proper to set forwards in the night, in 
order to arrive at the foot of the mountains by the 
break of day; which was done accordingly, Chiriso- 
phus continued at the head of the advanced guard, 
with the troops armed with missive weapons, besides 
his ordinary corps; and Xenophon in the rear, with 
only the heavy-armed soldiers, because at that time 
there was nothing to fear on that side. The inhabi¬ 
tants of the country had taken possession of several 
of the heights, from whence it was necessary to dis¬ 
lodge them, which could not be done without great 
clanger and difficulty. 

The officers, having held a council of war, were of 
opinion, that it was proper to leave behind them all 
the beasts of burden not absolutely necessary, with 
all the slaves lately taken; because both the one and 
the other would retard their march too much in the 
great defiles they had to pass; besides which, it re¬ 
quired a greater quantity of provisions to support 
them, and those who had the care of the beasts were 
useless in fight. That regulation was executed with¬ 
out delay, and they continued their inarch sometimes 
fighting, sometimes halting. The passing of the 
mountains, which took up seven days, fatigued the 
troops exceedingly,and occasioned some loss; but at 
length they arrived at villages, where they found 
provisions in abundance, and rested some days, to 
recover the severe fatigues the army had undergone, 
in comparison with which all they had suffered in 
Persia was trivial. 

But they found themselves soon after exposed to 
new danger. Almost at the foot of the mountains 
they came to a river two hundred feet in breadth, 
called Centrites, which stopped their march. They 
had to defend themselves both against the enemy, 
who pursued them in the rear, and the Armenians, 
the soldiers of the country, who lined the opposite 
side of the river. They attempted in vain to pass it 
in a place where the water came up to their arm-pits, 
and were carried away by the rapidity of the current, 
which the weight of their arms made them unable to 
resist. By good fortune they discovered another 
place not so deep, where some soldiers had seen the 
people of the country pass. It required abundance of 
address, diligence, and valour, to keep off the enemy 
on both sides of them. The army however passed 
the river at length without much loss. 

They marched afterwards with less interruption; 
lassed the source of the Tigris, and arrived at the 
ittle river Teleboa, which is very beautiful, and has 
many villages on its banks. Here began the western 
Armenia; which was governed by Tiribasus, a satrap 
much beloved by the king, who had the honour to 
help him to mount on horseback when at court: 1 he 
offered to let the army pass, and to suffer the soldiers 
to take all they wanted, upon condition that they 
should commit no ravages in their march; which 
proposal was accepted and ratified on each side. 
Tiribasus kept always a flying camp at a small dis¬ 
tance from the army. There fell a great quantity of 
snow, which gave the troops some inconvenience; 
and they learned from a prisoner, that Tiribasus de¬ 
signed to attack the Greeks in their passage over the 
mountains, in a defile, through which they must 


t The French translator of Xenophon says, he held the 
Icing's stirrup when he got on horseback , without consider¬ 
ing that the ancients used none. 


necessarily march. They prevented him by seizing 
that post, after having put the enemy to flight. After 
some days’ march through deserts, they passed the 
Euphrates near its source, not having the water above 
their waist. 

They suffered exceedingly afterwards from a north 
wind, which blew in their faces, and obstructed res¬ 
piration; so that it was thought necessary to sacrifice 
to the wind, upon which it seemed to abate. They 
marched on in snow five or six feet deep, which killed 
several servants and beasts of burden,besides thirty 
soldiers. They made several fires during the night, 
for they found plenty of wood. All the next day, 
they continued their march through the snow, where 
many of them, worn down with hunger, which was 
followed with languor or fainting, continued lying 
upon the ground, through weakness and want of 
spirits. When something had been given them to 
eat, they found themselves relieved, and continued 
their march. 

The enemy still pursued them. Many, overtaken 
by the night, remained on the road without fire or 
provisions, so that several died of their hardships, and 
the enemy who followed them took some baggage. 
Some soldiers were also left behind, that had los heir 
sight, and others their toes, by the snow. Ag'ainst 
the first evil the remedy was to wear something black 
before the eyes; and against the other to keep the 
legs always in motion, and to bare the feet at night. 
Arriving at a more commodious place, they dispersed 
themselves into the neighbouring villages, to recover 
and repose after their fatigues. The houses were 
built under ground, with an opening at top, like a 
well, through which the descent was by a ladder; 
but there was another entrance for cattle. They 
found there sheep, cows, goats, poultry; with wheat, 
barley, and pulse; and for drink, there was beer, 
which was very strong, when not mingled with water, 
but was agreeable to those who were used to it. They 1 ’ 
drank this with a reed out of the vessels that held the 
beer, upon which they saw the barley swim. The 
master of the house where Xenophon lay, received 
him very kindly, and even showed him where some 
wine was concealed; besides which he made him a 
present of several horses. He taught him also to 
fasten a kind of hurdles to their feet, and to do the 
same to the other beasts of burden, to prevent their 
sinking in the snow; without which they would have 
been up to the girth in it at every' step. The army, 
after having rested seven days in these villages, re¬ 
sumed their route. 

After a march of seven days, they arrived at the 
river Araxes, called also the Phasis, which is about a 
hundred feet in breadth. Two days after they disco¬ 
vered the Phasians, the Chalybes, and the Taocians, 
who kept the pass of the mountains, to prevent their 
descending into the plain. They saw it was impos¬ 
sible to avoid coming to a battle with them, ana re¬ 
solved to engage the same day. Xenophon, who 
observed that the enemy defended only the ordinary 
passage, and that the mountain was three leagues in 
extent, proposed the sending of a detachment to take 
possession of the heights that commanded the enemy; 
which would not be difficult, as they might prevent 
all suspicion of their design by a march in the night, 
and by making a false attack by the main road, to 
amuse the barbarians. This was accordingly executed, 
the enemy put to flight, and the pass cleared. 

They’ crossed the country of the Chaly’bes, who are 
the most valiant of all the barbarians in those parts. 
When they killed an enemy, they cut off his head, 
and carried it about in triumph, singing and dancing. 
They kept themselves close shut up in their cities, 
and when the army marched, fell suddenly upon the 
rear, after having carried every thing of value in the 
country into places of safety. After twelve or fifteen 
days’ march, they arrived at a very high mountain, 
called Teches, from whence they descried the sea. 
The first who perceived it, raised great shouts of joy 
for a considerable time; which made Xenophon im¬ 
agine that the vanguard was attacked, and go with 
haste to support it. As he approached nearer, the 
cry of The sea ’ The seal was beard distinctly, and 
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the alarm changed into joy and gayety; but when 
they came to the top, nothing was heard but a con¬ 
fused noise of the whole army crying together, The 
sea! The sea! whilst they could not refrain from 
tears, nor from embracing their generals and officers. 
And then, without waiting for orders, they heaped 
up a pile of stones, and erected a trophy with broken 
bucklers and shattered arms. 

From thence they advanced to the mountain of 
Colchis, one of which was higher than the rest, and 
of that the people of the country had possessed 
themselves. The Greeks drew up in battle at the 
bottom of it to ascend, for the access was not imprac¬ 
ticable. Xenophon did not judge it proper to march 
in line of battle, but by files: because the soldiers 
could not keep their ranks, from the inequality of the 
round, that in some places was easy, and in others 
ifficult, to climb, which might discourage them. 
That advice was approved, and the army formed ac¬ 
cording to it. The heavy-armed troops amounted to 
fourscore files, each consisting of about 100 men, 
with 1800 light-armed soldiers, divided into three 
bodies, one of which was posted on the right, another 
on the left, and a third in the centre. After having 
encouraged his troops, by representing to them that 
this was the last obstacle they had to surmount, and 
implored the assistance of the gods, the army began 
to ascend the hill. The enemy were not able to sup¬ 
port their charge, and dispersed. They passed the 
mountain, and encamped in villages, where they found 
provisions in abundance. 

A very strange accident happened there to the 
army, which put them in great consternation. For 
the soldiers, finding abundance of bee-hives in that 
place, and eating the honey, they were seized with 
violent vomiting and fluxes, attended with delirious 
fits; so that those who were least ill seemed like 
drunken men, and the rest, either furiously mad or 
dying. The earth was strewed with their bodies as 
after a defeat; however, none of them died, and the 
distemper ceased the next day about the same time it 
had seized them. The third or fourth day the soldiers 
got up, but in a condition in which people are after 
taking a violent medicine. 

Tavo days after, the army arrived near Trehisond, 
a Greek colony of Sinopians, situate upon the Euxine 
or Black Sea, in the province of Colcnis. Here they 
lay encamped for thirty days, and acquitted them¬ 
selves of the vows they had made, to Jupiter, Her¬ 
cules, and the other deities, to obtain a happy return 
into their own country. They also celebrated the 
games of the horse and foot races, ivrestling, boxing, 
the pancratium; the whole attended with the greatest 
joy and solemnity. 

SECTION VI. — THE GREEKS, AFTER HAVING 
UNDERGONE EXCESSIVE FATIGUES, AND SUR¬ 
MOUNTED MANY DANGERS, ARRIVE UPON THE 
SEA-COAST OPPOSITE TO BYZANTIUM. THEY 
PASS THE STRAIT, AND ENGAGE IN THE SER¬ 
VICE OF SEUTHES, PRINCE OF THRACE. XENO¬ 
PHON AFTERWARDS REPASSES THE SEA WITH 
I1IS TROOPS, ADVANCES TO PERGAMUS, AND JOINS 
THI.MBRON, GENERAL OF THE LACEDEMONIANS, 
WHO WAS MARCHING AGAINST TISSAPIIERNES 
AND PHARNABAZUS. 

After having offered sacrifice to the several divi¬ 
nities, 1 and celebrated the games, they deliberated 
upon the proper measures for their return into 
Greece. They concluded upon going thither by sea, 
and for that purpose Chirisophus offered to go to 
Anaxibius, the admiral of Sparta, who was his friend, 
in hopes of being able to obtain ships of him. He 
set out directly, and Xenophon regulated the order 
it was necessary to observe, and the precautions to 
be taken for the security of the camp, provisions, and 
forage. He believed it also proper to make sure of 
some vessels, besides those that were expected, and 
made some expeditions against the neighbouring 
people. 

As Chirisophus did not return so soon as was 
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expected, and provisions began to be wanting, it wa* 
resolved to proceed by land; because there was not 
a sufficient number of ships to transport the whole 
army; and those which the precaution of Xenophon 
had procured, were allotted to carry the women, the 
old and sick men, with all the unnecessary baggage. 
The army continued its march, and lay ten days at 
Cerasus, 2 where there was a general review of the 
troops, who were found to amount to 8,600 men, out 
of about 10,000; the rest having died iu the retreat, 
of their wounds, fatigue, or diseases. 

In the short time that the Greeks continued in 
these parts, several disputes arose, as well with the 
inhabitants of the country, as with some of the officers 
who were jealous of Xenophon’s authority, aud en¬ 
deavoured to render him odious to the army. But 
his prudence and moderation put a stop to those dis¬ 
orders, having made the soldiers sensible, that their 
safety depended upon preserving union and a good 
understanding amongst themselves, and obedience to 
their generals. 

From Cerasus they went to Cotyora, which is not 
very remote from it. They there deliberated again 
upon the proper measures for their return. The 
inhabitants of the country represented the almost 
insupportable difficulties of going by land, from the 
defiles and rivers they had to pass, and offered to 
supply the Greeks with ships. This seemed the best 
expedient, and the army embarked accordingly. 
They arrived the next day at Sinope, a city of 
Paphlagonia, and a colon}' of the Milesians. Chiri¬ 
sophus repaired thither with galleys, but without 
money, though the troops expected to receive some. 
He assured them that the army should be paid as 
soon as they were out of the Euxine sea; and that 
their retreat was universally celebrated, and the sub¬ 
ject of the discourse and admiration of all Greece. 

The soldiers finding themselves near enough to 
Greece, desired to make some booty before they ar¬ 
rived there, and with that view resolved to nominate 
a general with full authority, whereas, till then, all 
affairs were determined in the council of war by the 
plurality of voices. They cast their eyes upon Xen¬ 
ophon, and caused him to be desired, to accept that 
office. He was not insensible to the honour of com¬ 
manding in chief; but he foresaw the consequences, 
and desired time to consider. After having expressed 
his high sense of gratitude for an office so much to 
his honour, he represented, that, to avoid jealousy 
and division, the success of affairs, and the interest 
of the army, seemed to require that they should 
choose a Lacedaemonian for their general, as the 
Spartan state at that time was actually mistress of 
Greece, and in consideration of that choice, would be 
better disposed to support them. This reason wa3 
not relished, and they objected, that they were far 
from intending to depend servilely upon Sparta, or 
to submit to regulate their enterprises by the plea¬ 
sure or dislike of that state; and pressed him again to 
accept the command. He was then obliged to explain 
himself plainly, and without evasion; and declared, 
that having consulted the gods by sacrifice upon the 
offer they made him, they had manifested their will 
by evident signs, from whence it appeared that they 
did not approve their choice. It was surprising to 
see the impression w'hich the sole mention of the goda 
made upon the soldiers, otherwise very warm and 
tenacious; and who besides are commonly little af¬ 
fected with the motives of religion. Their great 
ardour abated immediately, and without making any 
reply, they proceeded to elect Chirisophus, though a 
Lacedaemonian, for their general. 

His authority was of no long continuance. Dis¬ 
cord, as Xenophon had foreseen, arose amongst the 
troops, who were angry that their general prevented 
their plundering the Grecian cities through which 
they passed. This disturbance ivas principally ex¬ 
cited by the Peloponnesians, who composed one half 
of the army, and could not see Xenophon, an Athe- 

« This city of Cerasus became famous for the cherry-treea 
which Lucullus first brought into Italy, and which from 
thence have been dispersal all over the western world. 
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nian, in authority, without pain. Different measures 
were proposed; but nothing being concluded, the 
troops divided themselves into three bodies, of which 
the Achaians and Arcadians, that is, the Peloponne¬ 
sians, were the principal, amounting to 4,500 neavy- 
aroied foot, with Lycon and Callimachus for their 
generals. Chirisophus commanded another party of 
about 1400 men, besides 700 li^ht-armed infantry. 
Xenophon had the third, almost the same in number, 
of which 300 were light-armed soldiers, with about 
40 horse, which were all the cavalry of the army. 
The first having obtained ships from the people of 
Heraelea, 1 to whom they had sent to demand them, 
set out before the rest to make some booty, and made 
a desceot in the port of Calpe. Chirisophus, who 
was sick, marched by land, but without quitting the 
coast. Xenophon landed at Heraelea, and entered 
into the heart of the country. 

New divisions arose. The imprudence of the troops 
and their leaders had involved them in several diffi¬ 
culties, not without loss, from whence the address of 
Xenophon extricated them more than once. Being 
all re-united again, after various success, they arrived 
by land at Chrysopolis of Chalcedon, facing Byzan¬ 
tium, whither they repaired some days after, having 
passed the small arm of the sea which separates the 
two continents. They were upon the point of plun¬ 
dering that rich and powerful city, to revenge a fraud 
and injury which had been done them, and from the 
hope of enriching themselves once for all, when Xen- 
opnnn made all possible haste thither. He admitted 
the justice of their revenge, but he made them sensi¬ 
ble of the fatal consequences which would attend it. 
“After your plundering this city, and destroying the 
Lacedaemonians established in it, you will be deemed 
the mortal enemies of their republic, and of all their 
allies. Athens, my country, that had 400 galleys at 
sea and in the arsenals, when it took up arms against 
them, great sums of money in its treasury, a revenue 
of 1000 talents, and was in possession of all the isles 
of Greece, and of many cities in Europe and Asia, of 
which this was one, has nevertheless been reduced to 
yield to their power, and submit to their sway. And 
can you hope, who are but a handful of men, without 
generals, provisions, allies, or any resource, either 
from Tissapherne9, who has betrayed you, or the king 
of Persia, whom you have attempted to dethrone; can 
you hope, I say, in such a condition, to make head 
against the Lacedaemonians? Let us demand satis¬ 
faction of the Byzantines, and not avenge their fault 
by a much greater of* *our own, which must draw upon 
us inevitable ruin.” He was believed, and the affair 
accommodated. 

From thence he led them to Salmydessa,* to serve 
Seuthes, prince of Thrace, who had before solicited 
him by his envoys, to bring troops to his aid, in order 
to his re-establishment in his father’s dominions, of 
which his enemies had deprived him. He had made 
Xenophon great promises for himself and his troops; 
but when he had done him the service he wanted, he 
was so far from keeping his word, that he did not give 
him the pay agreed upon. Xenophon keenly re¬ 
proached him wjth this breach of faith; imputing his 
perfidy to his minister Heraclides, who thought to 
make "his court to his master, by saving him a sum of 
money at the expense of justice, faith, and honesty; 
qualities which ought to be dearer than all others to a 
prince, as they contribute the most to his reputation, 
as well as to the success of affairs, and the security 
of a state. But that treacherous minister, who looked 
upon honour, probity, and justice, as mere chimeras, 
and that there was nothing real but the possession of 
much money, thought only of enriching himself by 
any means whatsoever, and robbed his master first 
with impunity, and all his subjects along with him. 
“However,” continues Xenophon, “every wise man, 
especially if vested with authority aud command, 
ought to regard justice, probity, and the faith of en¬ 
gagements, as the most precious treasure he can 
possess; and as an assured resource, and an infallible 
support in all the events that can happen.” Hera- 


i A city of Poutus. a Xenoph, 1. vii. 


elides was the more in the wron£ for acting in this 
manner towards the troops, as he was a native of 
Greece, and not a Thracian; but avarice had extin¬ 
guished all sense of honour in him. 

Whilst the dispute between Seuthes and Xenophon 
was warmest, Charminus and Polynices arrived as 
ambassadors from Lacedaemon, and brought advice, 
that the republic had declared war against Tissa- 
phernesand Pharnabazus; thatThimbron had already 
embarked with troops, and promised a darick a month 
to every soldier, two to each officer, and four to the 
colonels, who should engage in the service. Xeno- 
hon accepted the offer; and having obtained from 
euthes, by the mediation of the ambassadors, part 
of the pay due to him, he went by sea to Lampsacus 
with the army, which amounted at that time to almost 
six thousand men. From thence he advanced to 
Pergamus, a city in the Tvoad. Having met near 
Parthenia, where ended the expedition of the Greeks, 
a great nobleman returning into Persia, he look him, 
his wife and children, with all his equipage, and by 
that means found himself in a condition to bestow 
great largesses upon the soldiers, and to make them 
a satisfactory amends for all the losses they had sus¬ 
tained. Thimbron at length arrived, who took upon 
him the command of the troops, and having joined 
them with his own, marched against Tissaphernes and 
Pharnabazus. 

Such was the event of Cyrus’s expedition. Xen¬ 
ophon reckons, 3 from the first setting out of that 
prince’s army from the city of Ephesus to their arrival 
where the battle was fought, five hundred and thirty 
parasangas or leagues, and ninety-three days’ march; * 
and in their return from the place of battle to Coty- 
ora, a city upon the coast of the Euxine or Black 
sea, six hundred and twenty parasangas or leagues, 
and a hundred and twenty-two days’ march. And 
adding both together, he says, the way, going and 
coming, was one thousand one hundred and fifty-five 
parasangas or leagues, 5 and two hundred and fifteen 
days’march; 6 and that the whole time the army 
took to perform that journey, including the days of 
rest, was fifteen months. 

It appears by this calculation, that the army of 
Cyrus inarched daily, one day with another, almost 
six Parasangas or leagues in going, 7 and only five in 
their return. It was natural that Cyrus, who desired 
to surprise his brother, should use all possible dili¬ 
gence for that purpose. 

The retreat of the ten thousand Greeks has always 
passed amongst judges in the art of war, as I have 
already observed, for a perfect model of its kind, 
which has never had a parallel. Indeed, no enter¬ 
prise could be formed with more valour and bravery 
nor conducted with more prudence, nor executed 
with more success. Ten thousand men, five or six 
hundred leagues from their own country, who had 
lost their generals and best officers, and find them¬ 
selves in the heart of the enemy’s vast empire, under¬ 
take, in the sight of a victorious and numerous army, 
with the king at the head of it, to retire through the 
seat of his empire, and in a manner from the gates of 


* Xenopli. de Exped. Cyr. 1. ii. p. 276. 

* Ibid. 1. v. p. 355. 

«I add, Jive, which are left out in the text, to make the 
total agree with the two parts. 

« Xenoph. 1. vii. p. 427. 

t The parasanga is a road measure peculiar to the Per¬ 
sians, and consists of thirty stadia. The stadium is a Gre 
cian measure, and contains, according to the most received 
opinion, 125 geometrical paces; twenty of which in conse¬ 
quence are required to the common French league, which 
consists of 2500 paces. And this has been my rule hitherto 
according to which the parasanga is a league and a half. i 

But I observe here a great difficulty. According to this 
calculation we should find, the ordinary days’ marches of 
Cyrus, with an army of more than 100,000 men, would have 
been, one day with another, nine leagues, during so long a 
time, which, according to the judges in miiilary affairs, i9 
absolutely impossible. This is what has determined me to 
compute the parasanga at no more than a league. Several 
authors have remarked, and indeed it is not to be douhted, 
that the stadium, and all the other, road measures of th» 
ancients, have differed widely according to times and places, 
as they still do amongst us. 
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his palace, and to traverse a vast extent of unknown 
countries, almost all in arms against them, without 
being dismayed by the prospect of the innumerable 
obstacles and dangers, to which they were every mo¬ 
ment exposed; the passage of rivers, of mountains, 
aod defiles; open attacks, or secret ambuscades from 
the people upon their route; famine, almost inevita¬ 
ble in vast and desert regions; and above all, the 
treachery they had to fear from the troops, who 
seemed to be employed in escorting them, but in 
reality had orders to aestroy them. For Artaxerxes, 
who was sensible how much the return of those 
Greeks into their country would cover him with dis¬ 
grace, and discredit the majesty of the empire in the 
opinion of all nations, had left nothing undone to 
prevent it; and he desired their destruction, says 
Plutarch, more passionately than to conquer Cyrus 
himself, or to preserve his dominions. Those ten 
thousand men, however, notwithstanding so many 
obstacles, carried their point, and arrived, through a 
thousand dangers, victorious and triumphant in their 
own country. Antony long after, 1 when pursued by 
the Parthians almost in the same country, finding 
himself in like danger, cried out in admiration of their 
invincible valour, Oh the retreat of the ten thousand! 

And it was the good success of this famous retreat, 
which filled the people of Greece with contempt for 
Artaxerxes, by demonstrating to them, that gold, sil¬ 
ver, luxury, voluptuousness, and a numerous seraglio 
of women, were the sole merit of the Great King; 
but that, as to the rest, his opulence and all his boast¬ 
ed power were only pride and vain ostentation. It 
was this prejudice, more universal than ever in 
Greece after this celebaated expedition, that gave 
birth to those bold enterprises of the Greeks, of which 
we shall soon treat, that made Artaxerxes tremble 
upon his throne, and brought the Persian empire to 
the very brink of destruction. 

SECTION VII.— CONSEQUENCES OP CYRUS’S 

DEATH IN THE COURT OF ARTAXERXES. CRUEL¬ 
TY AND JEALOUSY OF PARYSATIS. STATIRA POI¬ 
SONED. 

I RETURN to what passed after the battle of Cu- 
naxa in the court of Artaxerxes. 2 As he believed 
that he had killed Cyrus with his own hand, and 
looked upon that action as the most glorious of his 
life, he desired that all the world should think the 
same; as it was wounding him in the most tender 
part, to dispute that honour, or endeavour to share 
it, with him. TheCarian soldier, whom we men¬ 
tioned before, not contented with the great presents 
the king had made him upon a different pretext, 
perpetually declared to all that would hear him, that 
none but himself had killed Cyrus, and that the. 
king did him great injustice in depriving him of the 
glory due to him. The prince, upon being informed 
of that insolence, conceived a jealousy equally base 
and cruel, and had the weakness to cause him to be 
delivered to Parysatis, who had sworn the destruc¬ 
tion of all those that had any share in the death of 
her son. Animated by a barbarous spirit of ven¬ 
geance, she commanded the executioners to take 
that unfortunate wretch, and to make him suffer the 
most exquisite tortures during ten days; then after 
they had torn out his eves, to pour melted brass into 
his ears, till he expired in that cruel agony; which 
was accordingly executed. 

Mithridates also, having boasted in an entertain¬ 
ment where he had heated his brain with wine, that 
it was he who gave Cyrus his mortal wound, paid 
very dear for that absurd and imprudent vanity. He 
was condemned to suffer the punishment of the 
troughs, 3 one of the most cruel that was ever inven¬ 
ted, and after having languished in torment seven¬ 
teen days, died at last in exquisite misery. 

There only remained, for the final execution of 
Parysatis’s project, and fully to satiate her vengeance, 


- P\ut. in Anton, p. t)37. fAvpist. 

5 Plat, in Arlax. p. 1013—1021. 

* See the description of this torture, as before given in 
this volume, p. 355. 


the punishment of the king’s eunuch Messabates, who 
by his master’s order had cut off the head and hand 
of Cyrus. But as there was nothing to take hold of 
in his conduct, Parysatis laid this snare for him. She 
was a woman of great address, had abundance of 
wit, and excelled at playing a certain game with 
dice. After the war, sne had been reconciled with 
the king, played often with him, was of all his par¬ 
ties, had an unbounded complaisance for him, and far 
from contradicting him in any thing, anticipated his de¬ 
sires, did not blush at indulging his passions, and even 
of supplying him with the means of gratifying them. 
But she took especial care never to lose sight of 
him, and to leave Statira as little alone with him as 
she could, desiring to gain an absolute ascendant 
over her son. 

One day seeing the king entirely unemployed, and 
with no thoughts but of diverting himself, she pro¬ 
posed playing at dice with him for 1000 daricks, 4 to 
which he readily consented. She suffered him to win, 
and paid down the money. But affecting regret and 
vexation, she pressed him to begin again, anu to play 
with her for a eunuch. The king, who suspected 
nothing, complied, and they agreed to except five of 
the favourite eunuchs on each side, that the winner 
should take their choice out of the rest, and the 
loser be bound to deliver him. Having made these 
conditions, they sat down to play. The queen was 
all attention to the game, anu made use of all her 
skill and address in it; besides which the dice fa¬ 
voured her. She won, and chose Messabates, for he 
was not one of those that had been excepted. As 
soon as she got him into her hands, before the king 
could have the least suspicion of the revenge she 
meditated, she delivered him to the executioners, and 
commanded them to flay him alive, to lay him after¬ 
wards upon three cross bars, 5 and to stretch his skin 
before his eyes upon stakes prepared for that purpose; 
which was performed accordingly. When the king 
knew this, he was very sorry for it, and violently 
angry with his mother. But without giving herself 
any farther trouble about it, she told him with a 
smile, and in a jesting way, “ Really, you are a great 
loser, and must be highly in the right, to be so much 
out of humour for a decrepid wretch of a eunuch, 
when I, who lost 1000 good daricks, and paid them 
down upon the spot, don’t say a word, and am satis¬ 
fied.” 

All these cruelties seem to have been only essays 
and preparations for a greater crime which Parysatis 
meditated. She had long retained in her heart a vio¬ 
lent hatred for queen Statira, marks of which she had 
suffered to escape her upon many occasions. She per¬ 
ceived plainly, that her influence with the king her 
son, was only the effect of his respect and considera¬ 
tion for her as his mother; whereas that for Statira 
was founded in love and confidence, which rendered 
that influence much more secure. Of what is not the 
jealousy of an ambitious woman capable? She resolv¬ 
ed to rid herself, whatever it cost her, of so formida¬ 
ble a rival. 

For the more certain attainment of her ends, she 
feigned a reconciliation with her daughter-in-law, and 
treated her with all the exterior marks of sincere 
friendship and real confidence. The two queens, ap¬ 
pearing therefore to have forgotten their former sus¬ 
picions and quarrels, lived upon good terms togeth¬ 
er, saw one another as before, and ate at each other’s 
apartments. But as both of them well knew what 
reliance was to be placed upon the friendships and 
caresses of the court, especially amongst the wo¬ 
men, they were neither of them the dupe of the oth¬ 
er; and as the same fears always subsisted, they kept 
upon their guard, and never ate but ofthe same dish¬ 
es and pieces. Could one believe it possible to de¬ 
ceive so attentive and cautious a vigilance? Parysa¬ 
tis, one day when her daughter-in-law was at table 
with her, took an extremely exquisite bird that had 
been served up, cut it in two parts, gave one half to 
Statira, and ate the other herself. Statira soon after 


< The darick was worth ten livres. 

» Plutarch explains this circumstance no farther. 
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was seized with sharp pains, and having quitted 
the table, died in the most horrible convulsions, not 
without inspiring the king with the most violent sus¬ 
picions ot'his mother, of whose cruelty, and implaca¬ 
ble and revengeful spirit, he was sufficiently sensible 
before. He made the strictest inquiry into the 
crime. All his mother’s officers and domestics were 
seized, and put to the torture; when Gygis, one of 
Parysatis’s women, and the confidant of all her se¬ 
crets, confessed the whole. She had caused one 
side of a knife to be rubbed with poison, so that 
Parysatis, having cut the bird in two, put the sound 
part into her own mouth directly, aod gave Statira 
the other that was poisoned. Gygis was put to 
death after the manner that the Persians punished 
prisoners, which is thus: they lay their heads upon a 
great and very broad stone, ana beat upon it with 
another until they are entirely crushed, and have no 
remains of their former figure. As for Parysatis, 
the king contented himself with confining her to Ba¬ 
bylon, whither she demanded to retire, and told her, 
that he would never set his foot within it whilst she 
was there. 


CHAPTER III. 

SECTION I.— THE GRECIAN CITIES OF IONIA IM¬ 
PLORE AID OF THE LACEDEMONIANS AGAINST 
ARTANERXES. RARE PRUDENCE OF A LADY 
CONTINUED IN HER HUSBAND’S GOVERNMENT 
AFTER HIS DEATH. AGESILAUS ELECTED KING 
OF SPARTA. HIS CHARACTER. 

The cities of Ionia, 1 that had followed the party 
of Cyrus, apprehending the resentment of Tissapher- 
nes, had applied to the Lacedaemonians as the deliv¬ 
erers of Greece, requesting that they would sup¬ 
port them in the possession of the liberty they enjoy¬ 
ed, and prevent their country from being ravaged. 
We have already said that Thimbron was sent thith¬ 
er, to whose troops Xenophon had joined his, after 
their return from Persia. Thim- 
A. M. 3605. bron was soon recalled upon some 
Ant. J. C. 399. discontent, and had for his succes¬ 
sor Dercyllidas, surnamed Sisy- 
hus, from bis industry in finding resources, and 
is ability in inventing machines of war. He took 
upon him the command of the army at Ephesus. 
When he arrived there, he was apprized, that there 
was a dispute between the two satraps, who comman¬ 
ded in the country. 

The provinces of the Persian monarchy, of which 
several, situate at the extremity of the empire, re- 
uired too much application to be governed imme- 
iately by the prince, were confided to the care of 
the great lords commonly called Satraps. They had 
each of them in their government an almost sove¬ 
reign authority, and were, properly speaking, not 
unlike the viceroys we see in our days in some neigh¬ 
bouring states. They were supplied with a number 
of troops sufficient for the defence of the country. 
They appointed all officers, disposed of the govern¬ 
ments of cities, and were charged with levying and 
remitting the tributes to the prince. They had pow¬ 
er to raise troops, to treat with neighbouring states, 
and even with the.generals of the enemy — in a 
word, to do every thing necessary to maintain good 
order and tranquillity in their governments. They 
were independent of one another; and though they 
served the same master, and it was their duty to con¬ 
cur to the same ends, nevertheless, each being more 
interested in the particular advantage of his own 
province, than in the general good of the empire, 
they often differed among themselves, formed oppo¬ 
site designs, refused aid to their colleagues in ne¬ 
cessity, and sometimes even acted entirely against 
them. The remoteness of the court, and the ab¬ 
sence of the prince, gave room for these dissensions; 
and perhaps a secret policy contributed to keep 
them up, to elude or prevent conspiracies, which too 


f ood an understanding amongst the governors might 
ave excited. 

Dercyllidas having heard, therefore, that Tissa- 
pbernes and Pharnabazus were at variance, made a 
truce with the former, that he might not have them 
both upon bis hands at the same time, entered 
Pharnabazus’s province, and advanced asfaras iEolia. 

Zenis, the Dardanian, had governed that province 
under that satrap’s authority; and as after uis death 
it was to have been given to another, Mania, his wid¬ 
ow, went to Pharnabazns with troops and presents, 
and told him, that having been the wife of a man 
who had rendered him great services, she desired 
him not to deprive her of fier husband’s reward ; that 
she would serve him with the same zeal and fidelity; 
and that, if she failed in either, he was always at liberty 
to tako her government from her. She was continued 
in it by this means, and acquitted herself with all the 
judgment and ability that could have been expected 
from the most consummate master in the art of rul¬ 
ing. To the ordinary tributes which her bnsband 
had paid, she added presents of extraordinary magni¬ 
ficence; and when Pharnabazus came into her pro¬ 
vince, she entertained him more splendidly than any 
of the other governors. She w r as not contented witn 
the conservation of the cities committed to her care,- 
she made new conquests, and took Larissa, 2 Amaxita 
and Colona. 

Hence we may observe, that prudence, good sense 
and courage, are of all sexes. She was present in all 
expeditions in a chariot, and in person decreed re¬ 
wards and punishments. None of the neighbouring 
rovinees bad a finer army than hers, in which she 
ad a great number of Greek soldiers in her pay. She 
even attended Pharnabazns in all his enterpnzes, and 
was of no common support to him. So that the sa¬ 
trap, who knew all the value of so extraordinary a 
merit, did more honour to this lady, than to all the 
other governors. He even admitted her into his 
council, and treated her with such a distinction as 
might have excited jealousy, if the modesty and affa¬ 
bility of that lady had not prevented bad effects, by 
throwing in a manner a veil over all her perfections, 
which softened their lustre, and let them only occa¬ 
sionally appear as objects of admiration. 

She had no enemies but in her own familj\ Midias, 
her son-in-law, stung with the reproach of suffering 
a woman to command in his place, and abusing the 
entire confidence she reposed in him, which gave him 
access to her at all times, strangled her with her 
son. After her death, he seized two fortresses, 
wherein she had secured her treasures: the other 
cities declared against him. He did not long enjoy 
the fruits of his crime. Dercyllidas happily arrived at 
this juncture. All the fortresses of iEolia, either 
voluntarily or by force, surrendered to him, and Mi 
dias was deprived of the possessions he had so un 
justly acquired. The Lacedaemonian general having 
granted Pharnabazus a truce, took up his winter 
quarters in Bithynia, to avoid being chargeable to his 
allies. 

The next year, 3 being continued 
in the command, he crossed over A. M. 3606. 
into Thrace, and arrived in the Ant. J. C. 398. 
Chersonesus. He knew that the 
deputies of the country had been at Sparta, to re¬ 
present the necessity of fortifying the isthmns with a 
good wall, against the frequent incursions of the 
barbarians, which prevented the cultivation of the 
lands. Having measured the space, which is more 
than a league in breadth, he distributed the work 
amongst the soldiers, and the wall was finished in the 
autumn of the same year. Within this space were 
enclosed eleven cities, several ports, a great num¬ 
ber of arable lands, and plantations, with pas¬ 
tures of all kinds. The work being finished, he re¬ 
turned into Asia, where he reviewed the cities, and 
found them all in good condition. 

Conon the Athenian , 4 after losing the battle of 
iEgospotamos, having condemned himself to a volun- 


1 Xenoph. Hist. Graec. 1. iii. p. 479—487. 
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tary banishment, continued in the isle ofCypruswith 
king Evagoraa, not only for the safety of his person, 
but also in expectation of a change of affairs; like 
one, says Plutarch, who waits the return of the tide 
before "he embarks. He had always in view the 
re-establishment of the Athenian power, to which 
his defeat had given a mortal wound; and full of fi¬ 
delity and zeal for his country, though little favoura¬ 
ble to him, perpetually meditated the means of rais¬ 
ing it from its ruins, and restoring it to its ancient 
splendour. 

This Athenian general, knowing that, in order to 
succeed in his views, he had occasion for a powerful 
support, wrote to Artaxerxes to explain his projects 
to him, and ordered the person who carried his let¬ 
ter to apply to Ctesias, who would give it into the 
king’s own hands. It was accordingly delivered to 
that physician, who, it is said, though he did not ap¬ 
prove tne contents of it, added to what Conon had 
written, “ that he desired the king would send Ctesi¬ 
as to him, being'a person very capable of doing him 
service, especially in maritime affairs.” Pharnaba- 
zus, 1 io concert with Conon, was gone to court to 
complain against the conduct of Tissaphernes, as 
too avowedly in favour of the Lacedaemonians. At 
the urgent solicitations of Pharnabazus, the king 
ordered 500 talents 2 to be paid to him for the equip¬ 
ment of a fleet, with instructions to give Conon the 
command of it. He sent Ctesias into Greece, who, 
after having visited Cnidos, his native country, went 
to Sparta. 

This Ctesias had at first been in the service of 
Cyrus, 3 whom he had followed in his expedition. 
He was taken prisoner in the battle wherein Cyrus 
was killed, and was made use of to dress the wounds 
Artaxerxes had received, of which he acquitted him¬ 
self so well that the king retained him in his service, 
and made him liis first physician. He passed several 
years in his service in that capacity. Whilst he was 
there, the Greeks, in all their business at the court, 
applied themselves to him; as Conon did on the pre¬ 
sent occasion. His long residence in Persia, and at 
the court, had given Him the necessary time and 
means for his information in the history of the coun¬ 
try, which he wrote in three-and-twenty books. The 
first six contained the history of the Assyrians and 
Babylonians, from Ninus and Semiramis down to 
Cyrus. The other seventeen treated of the Persian 
affairs from the beginning of Cyrus’s reign to the 
third year of the 95lh Olympiad, which agrees with 
the 398th year before Jesus Christ. He wrote 
also a history of India. Photius has given us several 
extracts of both these histories, and these extracts 
are all that remain of the works of Ctesias. He often 
contradicts Herodotus, and differs sometimes also 
from Xenophon. He w T as not much esteemed by the 
ancients, ivho speak of him as of a very vain man, 
whose veracity is not to be relied on, and who has 
inserted fables, and sometimes even lies, in his history. 

Tissaphernes and Pharnabazus, 4 
A. M. 3607. though secretly each other’s ene- 
Ant. J. C. 397. mies, had upon the king’s orders 
united their troops, to oppose the 
enterprises of Dercyllidas, who had marched into 
Caria, They- had reduced him to post himself so 
disadvantageous^, that he must inevitably have per¬ 
ished, had they charged him immediately, without 
giving him time to look about him. Pharnabazus was 
of this opinion; but Tissaphernes, dreading the valour 
of the Greeks who had followed Cyrus, which he had 
experienced, and whom he conceived all the others 
resembled, proposed an interview, which was accept¬ 
ed. Dercyllidas having demanded, that the Grecian 
cities should continue free, and Tissaphernes, that 
the army and generals of Lacedaemon snould retire; 
they made a truce, til! the answer of their respective 
masters should be known. 


* Diod. 1. xiv. p. 207. Justin. I. vi. c. 1. 
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Whilst these things were passing in Asia, 5 the 
Lacedaemonians resolved to chastise the insolence of 
the people of Elis, who, not content with having 
entered into an alliance with their enemies in the 
Peloponnesian war, prevented their disputing the 
prizes in the Olympic games. Upon pretence of the 
non-payment of a fine by Sparta, they had insulted 
one of their citizens during the games, and hindered 
Agis from sacrificing in the temple of Jupiter Olym¬ 
pics. That king was charged with this expedition, 
which did not terminate till the third year after. He 
could have taken their city of Olympia, which had 
no works, but contented himself with plundering the 
suburbs, and the places for the exercises, which were 
very fine. They demanded peace, which was grant¬ 
ed, and were suffered to retain the superintendency 
of the temple of Jupiter Olyinpius, to which they had 
not much right, but were more worthy of that honour 
than those who disputed it with them. 

Agis on his return fell sick, 6 and died upon arriving 
at Sparta. Almost divine honours were paid to his 
memory; and after the expiration of some days, 
according to custom, Leotychides and Agesilaus, one 
the son and the other the brother of the deceased, 
disputed the crown. The latter maintained, that his 
competitor was not the son of Agis, and supported 
his assertion by the confession of the queen herself, 
who knew best, and who had often, as well as her 
husband, acknowledged as much. In fact, there was 
a current report, that she had him by Alcibiades, 7 as 
has been related in its place, and that the Athenian 
general had corrupted her by a present of 1000 dar- 
icks. 8 Agis protested the contrary at his death. 
Leotychides having thrown himself at his feet, all 
bathed in tears, he could not refuse the favour he 
implored of him, and owned him for his son before 
all that were present. 

Most of the Spartans charmed with the virtue and 
reat merit of Agesilaus, and deeming it an extraor- 
inary advantage to have a person for their king, who 
had been educated amongst them, and had passed 
like them through all the rigour of the Spartan edu¬ 
cation, supported him with their whole power. An 
ancient oracle, that advised Sparta to beware of a 
lame reign, was urged against him. Lysander only 
made a jest of it, and turned its sense ag-ainst Leoty-' 
chides himself; endeavouring to prove, that as a bas¬ 
tard, he was the lame king whom the oracle intended 
to caution them against. Agesilaus, as well by his 
own great qualities as the powerful support of Lysan- 
der, carried it against his nephew, and was declared 
king. 

As by the laws the kingdom had devolved to Agis, 
his brother Agesilaus, who seemed to be destined to 
pass his life as a private person, had been educated 
like other children in the Spartan discipline, which as 
to the inode of life was very rough, ana full of labori¬ 
ous exercise, but taught youth obedience perfectly 
well. 9 The law dispensed with this education only 
to such children as were designed for the throne. 
Agesilaus therefore had this peculiar advantage, that 
he did not arrive at commanding till he had first 
learned perfectly well how to obey. From thence it 
was, that of all the kings of Sparta, he best knew 
how to make his subjects love and esteem him, 10 be¬ 
cause that prince, to the great qualities with which 
nature had endowed him for command and sovereign¬ 
ty^ had united by his education the advantage of 
bein<j humane and popular. 

It is surprising that Sparta, a city so renowned in 
point of education and policy, should have conceived 
it proper to abate any thing of its severity and disci¬ 
pline in favour of the princes who were to reign; they 

6 Xenoph. Hisi. Graec. I. iii. p. 492. 
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having most need of being early habituated to the 
yoke of obedience, in order to their being the better 
qualified to command. 

Plutarch 1 observes, that from his infancy Agesilaus 
was remarkable for uniting; qualities in himself, which 
are generally incompatible; a vivacity of temper, a 
vehemence, a resolution invincible in appearance, an 
ardent passion for being first and surpassing all others 
with a gentleness, submission, and docility that com¬ 
plied at a single word, and made him infinitely sensible 
of the slightest reprimand, so that every thing might 
be obtained of him from the motives of honour, but 
nothing by fear or violence. 

He was lame, but that defect was covered by the 
gracefulness of his person, and still more by the gay- 
etv with which he supported and rallied it first him¬ 
self. It may even be said, that this infirmity of his 
body set his valour and passion for glory in a stronger 
light; there being no labour nor enterprise, however 
difficult, that he would refuse upon account of that 
inconvenience. 

Praise, 2 without any air of truth and sincerity, was 
so far from giving him pleasure, that it offended him, 
and was never received by him as such, but when it 
came from the mouth of those, who upon other occa¬ 
sions had represented his failings to him with freedom. 
He would never suffer his picture to be drawn during 
his life, and even when dying expressly forbade any 
image to be made of him, either in colours or relievo. 
His reason was, 3 that his great actions, if he had done 
any, would supply the place of monuments; without 
which, all the statues in the world would do him no 
manner of honour. We only know, that he was of 
small stature, w’hich the Spartans did not like in their 
kings; and Theophrastus affirms, that the Ephori laid 
a fine upon their king Archidamus, the father of him 
we speak of, for having espoused a very little woman: 
For, said they, she'll give vs puppets instead of kings . 4 

It has been remarked, 5 that Agesilaus, in his way 
of living with the Spartans, behaved better with re- 
ard to his enemies than his friends; for he never 
id the least wrong to the former, and often violated 
justice in favour of the latter. He would have been 
ashamed not to have honoured and rewarded his 
enemies, when their actions deserved it; and was not 
able to reprove his friends when they committed 
faults. He would even support them when they were 
in the ivrong, 6 * and upon such occasions looked upon 
the zeal for justice as a vain pretence to cover the 
refusal of serving them. And in proof of this, a short 
letter is cited, written by him to a judge in recom¬ 
mendation of a friend ; the words are: “ If Nicias be 
not guilty, acquit him for his innocence; if he be, 
acquit him for my sake; but however it be, acquit 
him.” 

It is understanding the rights and privileges of 
friendship very ill, to be capable of rendering it in 
this manner the accomplice of crimes, and the pro¬ 
tectress of bad actions. The fundamental law of 
friendship, says Cicero, is never to ask of, or grant 
any thing to friends that is not consistent with justice 
and honour. Haec prima lex in amicitid sanciatur; 
ut neque rogemus res turpes , nec Jaciamus rogatiJ 
Agesilaus was not so delicate in this point, at least 
in the beginning, and omitted no occasion of grati¬ 
fying his friends, and even his enemies. By this 
officious and obliging conduct, supported by his ex¬ 
traordinary merit, he acquired great credit, and 
almost absolute power in the city, which ran so high 
as to render him suspected by his country. The 
Ephori, to prevent its effects, and give a check to his 
ambition, laid a fine upon him; alleging as their sole 
reason, 8 that he attached the hearts of the citizens to 
himself alone, which were the Tight of the republic, 
and ought not to be possessed but in common. 

When he was declared king, he was put in posses¬ 
sion of the whole estate of his brother Agis, of which 
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Leotychides was deprived as a bastard. But seeing 
the relations of that prince, on the side of his mother 
Lampito, were all very poor, though persons of much 
worth, he divided the whole inheritance with them, 
and by that act of generosity acquired great reputa¬ 
tion, and the good will of all the world, instead of the 
envy and hatred which he might have drawn upon 
himself by the inheritance. These sort of sacrifices 
are glorious, though rare, and can never be sufficiently 
esteemed. 

Never was king of Sparta so powerful as Agesi¬ 
laus; and it was only, as Xenophon says, by obeying 
his country in every thing, that he acquired so great 
an authority; which seems a kind of paradox, thus 
explained by Plutarch. The greatest power was 
vested at that time in the Ephori and senate. The 
office of the Ephori subsisted only one year; they 
were instituted to limit the too great power of the 
kings, and to serve as a barrier against it, as we have 
observed elsewhere. For this reason the kitigs of 
Sparta, from their earliest establishment, had always 
retained a kind of hereditary aversion for them, and 
continually opposed their measures. Agesilaus took 
a quite contrary method. Instead of being perpetu¬ 
ally at war with them, and clashing upon all occasions 
with their measures, he made it bis business to culti¬ 
vate their good opinion, treated them always with the 
utmost deference and regard, never entered upon the 
least enterprise without having first communicated to 
them, and upon their summons quitted every thing, 
and repairetf to the senate with the utmost prompti¬ 
tude and resignation. Whenever he sat upon his 
throne to administer justice, if the Ephori entered, 
he never failed to rise up to do them honour. By 
all these instances of respect, he seemed to add new 
dignity to their office, whilst in reality he augmented 
his own power, without its being observed, and added 
to the sovereignty a grandeur by so much the more 
solid and permanent, as it ivas the effect of the peo¬ 
ple’s good will and esteem for him. The greatest of 
the Roman emperors, as Augustus, Trajan, and Mar¬ 
cus Antoninus, were convinced, that the utmost a 
prince could do to honour and exalt the dignity of 
the principal magistrates, was only adding tohis own 
power ana strengthening his authority, which neither 
should nor can be founded in any thing but justice. 

Such %vas Agesilaus, of whom much will be said 
hereafter, and whose character it was therefore neces¬ 
sary to develope. 

SECTION II.— AGESILAUS SETS OUT FOR ASIA. 

LYSA.NDER FALLS OUT WITH HIM, AND RETURN3 

TO SPARTA. HIS AMBITIOUS DESIGNS TO ALTER 

THE SUCCESSION TO THE THRONE. 

Agesilaus had scarce ascended 
the throne, 9 when accounts came A. M. 3603. 
from Asia that the king of Persia Ant. J. C. 396. 
was fitting out a great fleet in Phoe¬ 
nicia, with intent to deprive the Lacedaemonians of 
the empire of the sea. Conon’s letters, seconded by 
the remonstrances of Pharnabazus, who had in con¬ 
cert represented to Artaxerxes the power of Sparta a3 
formidable, had made a strong impression upon that 
prince. From that time he nad it seriously in his 
thoughts to humble that proud republic, by raising up 
its rival, and by that means re-establishing the ancient 
balance between them, which could alone assure his 
safety, by keeping them perpetually employed against 
each other, and thereby prevented from uniting their 
forces against him. 

Lysander, who desired to be sent into Asia, in 
order to re-establish his creatures and friends in the 
government of the cities, from which Sparta had re¬ 
moved them, strongly inclined Agesilaus to take upon 
himself the charge of the war, and to anticipate the 
barbarian king, by attacking him at a great distance 
from Greece, before he should have finished his pre¬ 
parations. The republic having made this proposal to 
him, he could not refuse it, and charged himself with 
the expedition against Artaxerxes, upon condition 
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that thirty Spartan captains should he granted him, 
to assist him and compose his council, with two thou¬ 
sand new citizens to be chosen out of the helots who 
had been lately made freemen, and six thousand 
troops of the allies, which was immediately resolved. 
Lysander was placed at the head of the thirty Spar¬ 
tans, not only on account of his great reputation, and 
the authority he had acquired, but for the particular 
friendship between him and Agesilaus, who was in¬ 
debted to him for the throne, as well as for the honour 
which had been lately conferred upon him of being 
elected generalissimo. 

The glorious return of the Greeks who had follow¬ 
ed Cyrus, whom the whole power of Persia had not 
been able to prevent from retreating into their own 
country, had inspired all Greece with a wonderful 
confidence in her own strength, and a supreme con¬ 
tempt for the barbarians. In this disposition of the 
public mind, the Lacedaemonians conceived it would 
be a reproach to them, not to take advantage of so 
favourable a conjuncture for delivering the Greeks in 
Asia from their subjection to those barbarians, and 
for putting an end to the outrages and violences with 
which they were continually oppressing them. They 
had already attempted this by their generals Thim- 
bron and Dercyllidas; but all their endeavours having 
hitherto proved ineffectual, they referred the conduct 
of this war to the care of Agesilaus. He promised 
them either to conclude a glorious peace with the 
Persians, or to employ them so effectually, as should 
leave them neither leisure nor inclination lo carry 
the war into Greece. The king had great views, 
and thought of no less than attacking Artaxerxes in 
Persia itself. 

When he arrived at Ephesus, 1 Tissaphernes sent to 
demand what reason had induced him to come into 
Asia, and why he had taken up arms. He replied, 
that he came to aid the Greeks who inhabited there, 
and to re-establish them in their ancient liberty. The 
satrap, who was not yet prepared, made use of art 
in the place of force, and assured him that his mas¬ 
ter w r ould give the Grecian cities of Asia their liber¬ 
ty, provided he committed no acts of hostility till 
the return of the couriers. Agesilaus agreed, and 
the truce was sworn to on both sides. Tissapher¬ 
nes, who laid no great stress upon an oath, took ad¬ 
vantage of this delay to assemble troops on all 
sides. The Lacedaemonian general was apprised of 
it, but however kept his word; being convinced, 
that in affairs of state the breach of faith can have 
but a very short and precarious success; whereas 
a reputation established upon inviolable fidelity in the 
observance of engagements, which even the perfidy 
of other contracting parties has not power to alter, 
will establish a credit and confidence equally useful 
and glorious. In fact, Xenophon remarks, that this 
religious observation of treaties gained him the uni¬ 
versal esteem and opinion of the cities; whilst the 
contrary conduct of Tissaphernes entirely lost him 
their favour. 

Agesilaus made use of this inter- 
A.M. 3609. val in acquiring an exact knowl- 
Ant. J. C. 395. ledge of the state of the cities, 
and in making suitable regulations. 
He found great disorder everywhere, their gov¬ 
ernment being neither democratical, as under the 
Athenians, nor aristocratical, as Lysander had es¬ 
tablished it. The people of the country had had no 
communication with Agesilaus, 2 nor had ever known 
him; far which reason they made no court to him, 
conceiving, that he had the title of general for farm 
sake only, and that the whole power was really ves¬ 
ted in Lysander. As no governor had ever done so 
much good to his friends or hurt to his enemies, it is 
not wonderful that he wa3 so much beloved by the 
one and feared by the other. All therefore were 
eager to pay their homage to him, were every day 
in crowds at his door, and made his train very nu¬ 
merous when he went abroad; whilst Agesilaus re¬ 
mained almost alone. Such a conduct could not fail 


of offending a general and king extremely sensible 
and delicate in what regarded his authority, though 
otherwise not jealous of any one’s merit, but, on the 
contrary, much inclined to distinguish it with his fa¬ 
vour, He did not dissemble his disgust. He no longer 
paid regard to Lysander’s recommendations, and 
ceased to employ him himself. Lysander presently 
perceived this alteration towards him. He discon¬ 
tinued his applications for his friends to the king, 
desired them not to visit him any more, nor attach 
themselves to him, but to address themselves directly 
to the king, and to cultivate the favour of those 
who in the present times had power to serve and 
advance their creatures. The greatest part of them 
ave over importuning him with their affairs, but 
id not cease to pay their court to him. On the 
contrary, they were only more assiduous than ever 
about his person, attended him in throngs when he 
took the air abroad, and regularly assisted at all hia 
exercises. Lysander, naturally vain, and long accus¬ 
tomed to the homage and submission that attended 
on absolute power, did not take sufficient care to 
remove the busy crowd from his person, that contin¬ 
ually made their addresses to him with more applica¬ 
tion than ever. 

This ridiculous affectation of authority and gran¬ 
deur grew still more and more offensive to Agesi¬ 
laus, and seemed as if intended to insult him. He 
resented it so highly, that having given the most 
considerable commands and best governments to 
private officers, he appointed Lysander commissary 
of the stores, and distributor of provisions; and 
afterwards, to insult and deride the Ionians, he told 
them, that they might now go and consult his master- 
butcher. 

Lysander then thought it incumbent upon him to 
speak, and to come to an explanation with him. 
Their conversation was brief and laconic.—“ Cer¬ 
tainly, my lord,” said Lysander, ‘‘you know very 
well how to depress your friends.”—“ Yes, when 
they would set themselves above me; but when 
they study to exalt my dignity, I know also how to 
let them share in it.”—“But perhaps, my lord,” 
replied Lysander, “I have been injured by false 
reports, and things I never did have have been im¬ 
puted to me. I must beg, therefore, if it be only 
on account of the strangers, who have all of them 
their eyes upon us, that you would give me an em¬ 
ployment in your army, wherein you shall think me 
least capable of displeasing, and most of serving you 
effectually.” 

The result of this conversation was, that Agesi¬ 
laus gave him the lieutenancy of the Hellespont. 
In this employment he retained all his resentment, 
without however neglecting any part of his duty, 
or omitting any step that might conduce to the suc¬ 
cess of affairs. Some short time after he returned 
to Sparta, without any marks of honour or distinc¬ 
tion, extremely incensed against Agesilaus, and 
trusting to make him feel his resentment very sen¬ 
sibly. 

It must be allowed that Lysander's conduct, as wo 
have here represented it, denotes a vanity and nar¬ 
rowness of mind on his side, highly unworthy of 
his reputation. Perhaps Agesilaus carried too far 
his sensibility and delicacy on the point of honour, 
and was a little too severe upon a friend and bene¬ 
factor, whom a secret reprimand, attended with 
frankness and expressions of kindness, might have 
reclaimed to his duty. But, brilliant as Lysander’s 
merit, and considerable as the services he had ren¬ 
dered Agesilaus, might be, they could not all of them 

ive him a right, not only to an equality with his 

ing and general, but to the superiority he af¬ 
fected, which in some measure tended to make the 
other insignificant. He ought to have remember¬ 
ed, that it is never allowable for an inferior to for¬ 
get himself, and to exceed the bounds of a just 
subordination. 

Upon his return to Sparta 3 he had it seriously in 
his thoughts to execute a project which he had 
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many years revolved in his mind. At Sparta there 
were only two families, or rather branches, of the 
posterity of Hercules, who had a right to the throne. 
When Lysander had attained to that high degree of 

{ lower which his great actions had acquired him, he 
>egan to see with pain a city, whose glory had been 
so much augmented by his exploits, under the go¬ 
vernment of princes to whom he was inferior neither 
in valour nor birth; for he was descended, as well as 
themselves, from Hercules. He therefore sought 
means to deprive those two houses of the sole suc¬ 
cession to the crown, and to extend that right to all 
the other branches of the Heraclidse, and even, 
according to some, to all the natives of Sparta; flat¬ 
tering himself, that if his design took effect, no 
Spartan could be capable of disputing that honour 
with him, and that ne should have the preference 
over all others. 

This ambitious project of Lysander shows, that the 
greatest captains are often those from whom a repub¬ 
lic has most to apprehend. Those haughty, valiant 
spirits, accustomed to absolute power in armies, bring 
back with victory a daring loftiness of mind, always 
to be dreaded in a free state. Sparta, in giving Ly- 
sander unlimited power, and leaving it for so many 
years in his hands, did not sufficiently consider, that 
nothing is more dangerous than to confide to per¬ 
sons of superior merit and abilities employments 
which confer supreme authority, which naturally ex¬ 
poses them to the temptation of rendering themselves 
independent, and retaining in their own hands abso¬ 
lute power. Lysander was not proof against it, and 
practised secretly to open himself a way to the 
throne. 

The undertaking was bold, and required long pre¬ 
parations. He thought it impossible to succeed with¬ 
out he could first, through fear of the divinity and 
the terrors of superstition, amaze and subdue the 
citizens into a more easy disposition to receive what 
he wanted to have them understand; for he knew 
that at Sparta, as well as throughout all Greece, 
nothing of the least importance was determined, 
without the oracles being previously consulted. He 
strove by great presents to influence the priests and 
priestesses of Delphi, Dodona, and Aininon, though 
ineffectually at that time; and the latter even sent 
ambassadors to Sparta, to accuse him of impiety and 
sacrilege; but he extricated himself from that diffi¬ 
culty by his credit and address. 

It was necessary to set other engines at work. A 
woman in the kingdom of Pontus, affirming that she 
was with child by Apollo, had been delivered some 
years before of a son, to whom the name of Silenus 
was given, and the greatest persons of that nation had 
contended with eagerness for the honour of nursing 
and educating him. Lysander, taking this wondrous 
birth for the commencement, and in a manner the 
groundwork, of the plot he was meditating, supplied 
the rest himself, by employing a good number of 
persons, and those of no inconsiderable station, to 
spread abroad, by way of prologue to the piece, the 
miraculous birth of this infant; and, as they did this 
without the appearance of anj r affectation, people 
were disposed to believe it. This being; done, they 
brought certain rumours from Delphi to Sparta, which 
were industriously spread abroad every where, that 
the priests of the temple had in their custody some 
books of very ancient oracles, which they kept con¬ 
cealed from all the world, and of which it was not 
permitted, either for them or any other persons what¬ 
soever to have any knowledge; and that ooly a son 
of Apollo, who was to come in process of time, after 
having given undoubted proofs of. his birth to those 
who had the books in their keeping, was to take and 
carry them away. 

All this being well arranged, Silenus was to present 
himself to the priests, and to demand those oracles as 
the son of Apollo; and the priests, who were in the 
secret, as actors well prepared and fully instructed in • 
their parts, were on their side to make the most exact 
and circumstantial inquiry into every thing, not 
without affecting great difficulty, and asking endless 
questions for the full proof of his birth. At length, as 


absolutely convinced that this Silenus was the real 
son of Apollo, they were to produce the books, and 
deliver them to him; after which, this son of Apollo 
was to read the prophecies contained in them, in the 
presence of all the world; and particularly that for 
which the whole contrivance had been fabricated. 
The purport of this prediction was, “ That it was 
more expedient and advantageous for the Spartans 
to elect no king for the future but the most worthy 
of their citizens.” Lysander in consequence was to 
mount the tribunal, to harangue the citizens, and 
induce them to make this alteration. Cleon of Hali¬ 
carnassus, a celebrated rhetorician, had composed a 
very eloquent discourse for him upon the subject, 
which he had got by heart. 

Silenus, when grown up, having repaired to Greece 
in order to play his part, Lysander had the mortifica¬ 
tion to see his piece miscarry, by the timidity and 
desertion of one of his principal actors, who broke his 
word, and disappeared at the very instant it was to 
have been performed. Though this intrigue had been 
carried on a great while, it was transacted with so 
much secrecy to the very time that it was to have 
made its appearance, that nothing of it was known 
during the life of Lysander. How it came to light 
after his death we shall soon relate, but must at pre¬ 
sent return to Tissaphernes. 

SECTION III.— EXPEDITION OF AGESILAUS IN 

ASIA. DISGRACE AND DEATH OF TISSAPHERNES. 

SPARTA GIVES AGESILAUS THE COMMAND OF ITS 

ARMIES BY SEA AND LAND. HE DEPUTES PISAN- 

DER TO COMMAND THE FLEET. INTERVIEW OF 

AGESILAUS AND PHARNABAZUS. 

When Tissaphernes 1 had received the troops sent 
to him by the king, and drawn together all his forces, 
he sent to command Agesilaus to retire out of Asia, 
and declared war against him in case of refusal. His 
officers were all alarmed, not believing him in a con¬ 
dition to oppose the great army of the Persian king. 
For himself, he heard Tissaphernes’s heralds with a 
gay and easy countenance, and bade them tell their 
master, that he was under a very great obligation to 
hitn “ for having made the gods, by his perjury, the 
enemies of Persia and the friends of Greece.” He 
promised himself great things from this expedition, 
and would have thought it an exceeding disgrace for 
him, that 10,000 Greeks, under the command of Xen¬ 
ophon, should have passed through the heart of Asia 
to the Grecian sea, and beaten the king of Persia as 
often as he appeared against them; ana that he who 
commanded the Lacedaemonians, whose empire ex¬ 
tended all over Greece by sea and land, should not 
execute some brilliant exploit worthy of remem¬ 
brance. 

At first, therefore, to take vengeance of the perfidy 
of Tissaphernes by a just and allowable deceit, he 
made a feint of marching his army into Caria, the re¬ 
sidence of that satrap; and as soon as the barbarian 
had caused all his troops to march that way, he 
turned short, and fell upon Phrygia, where he took 
many towns, and amassed immense treasures, which 
he distributed amongst the officers and soldiers; let¬ 
ting his friends see, says Plutarch, that to break a 
treaty and violate an oath, is to despise the gods 
themselves; and that, on the contrary, to deceive an 
enemy by the stratagems of war, is not only just and 
glorious, but a sensible delight attended with the 
greatest advantages. 

The spring being come, he assembled all his forces 
at Ephesus; and to exercise his soldiers, he proposed 
rizes both for the horse and foot. This small in* 
ucement set every thing in motion. The place for 
exercises was perpetually full of all kinds of troops, 
and the city of Ephesus seemed only a pakestra, and 
a school of war. The whole market-place was filled 
with horses and arms, and the shops with different 
kinds of military equipages. Agesilaus was seen 
returning from the exercises, followed by a crowd 
of officers and soldiers, all of them crowned with 
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wreaths, which they were going to deposit in the 
temple of Diana, to the great admiration and delight 
of every one. For, says Xenophon, where piety and 
discipline are seen to flourish, the best hopes must be 
conceived. 

To give his soldiers new valour by inspiring them 
with contempt for their enemies, he made use of this 
contrivance. He one day ordered the commissaries, 
who had charge of the booty, to strip the prisoners 
and expose them to sale. There were abundance 
who were ready to buy their habits; but as to the 
prisoners, their bodies were so soft, white, end deli¬ 
cate, having been nurtured and brought up in the 
£hade, that they laughed at them, as of neither ser¬ 
vice nor value. Agesilaus took this occasion to ap¬ 
proach and say to his soldiers, pointing to the men, 
See there agamst whom yovfghi; and showing them 
their rich spoils, and there for what you fght. 

When the season foi> taking the field returned, 
Agesilaus gave out that he would march into Lydia. 
Tissapherncs, who had not forgotten the first strata¬ 
gem he had used in regard to him, and was not witl¬ 
ing to be deceived a second time, made his troops 
march directly for Caria; not doubting but at this 
time Agesilaus would turn his arms that way; the 
rather because it was natural for him, as he wanted 
cavalry, to endeavour to make a rough and difficult 
country the seat of action, which might render the 
horse of an enemy useless and unserviceable. But 
be deceived himself: Agesilaus entered Lydia, and 
approached Sardis. Tissaphernes hastened thither 
with his horse, with intent to relieve, the place. 
Agesilaus, knowing that his infantry could nut yet 
have had lime to arrive, thought proper to take the 
advantage of so favourable an opportunity to give 
him battle before he had re-assembled all his troops. 
He drew up his army in two lines; the first he formed 
of his squadrons, whose intervals he filled up with 
platoons of the light-armed foot, and ordered them to 
begin the charge; whilst he followed with the second 
line, composed of his heavy-armed infantry. The 
Barbarians did not sustain the first shock, but took to 
their heels immediately. The Greeks pursued them, 
and forced their camp, where they made a great 
slaughter, and a still greater booty. 

After this battle 1 the troops of Agesilaus were at 
entire liberty to plunder and ravage the whole coun¬ 
try of the Great King, and at the same time had the 
satisfaction to see that prince inflict an exemplary 
punishment upon Tissaphernes, who was a very 
wicked man. and a most dangerous enemy of the 
Greeks. The king had already received abundance 
of complaints against his conduct. 2 Upon this occa¬ 
sion he was accused of treason, as not having done his 
duty in the battle. Queen Parvsatis, always actuated 
in her haired and revenge against those who had any 
share in the death of her son Cyrus, did not a little 
contribute to the death of Tissaphernes, by aggravat¬ 
ing with all her power the charges against him; for 
she had been entirely restored to favour by the king 
her son. 

As Tissaphernes had great authority in Asia, the 
king was afraid to attack him openlv, but thought it 
necessary to take suitable precautions, in order to 
secure so powerful an officer, who might prove a 
dangerous enemy. He charged Tithraustes with that 
important commission and gave him two letters at 
the same time. The first was for Tissaphernes, and 
contained the king’s orders in regard to the war with 
the Greeks, with full power to act as was requisite. 
The second was addressed to Aricens, governor of 
Larissa; by which the king commanded him to assist 
Tithraustes with bis advice and all his forces in seiz¬ 
ing Tissaphernes. He lost no time, and sent to desire 
Tissaphernes would come to him, that they might 
confer together upon the operations of the ensuing 
campaign.—Tissaphernes, who suspected nothing, 
went to him with only a guard of 300 men. Whilst 
he was in a bath, without sabre or other arms, he was 
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seized, and put into the hands of Tithraustes, who 
caused his head to be struck off, and sent it immedi¬ 
ately to Persia. The king gave it to Parvsatis—an 
agreeable present to a princess of her violent and vin¬ 
dictive temper. Though this conduct of Artaxcrxes 
seems little worthy of a king, nobody lamented the 
death of that satrap, who had no veneration for the 
gods, nor any regard for men; who looked upon pro¬ 
bity and honour as empty names; who made a jest of 
the most sacred oaths, and believed the whole ability 
and policy of a statesman consisted in knowing how 
to deceive others by hypocrisy, fraud, perfidy, and 
perjury. 

Tithraustes had a third letter from the king, where¬ 
by he was appointed to command the armies in the 
room of Tissaphernes. After having executed his 
commission, 3 he sent great presents to Agesilaus, to 
induce him to enter more readily into his views and 
interests; and ordered him to be told, that as the 
cause of the war was now removed, and the author 
of all these commotions put to death, nothing opposed, 
an accommodation; that the king of Persia consented 
that the cities of Asia should enjoy their liberty, pav¬ 
ing him the customary tribute, provided he would 
withdraw his troops and return into Greece. Agesi¬ 
laus replied, that he could conclude nothing without 
the orders of Sparta, upon whom alone depended the 
peace; that as for him, he was better pleased with 
enriching his soldiers than himself: that the Greeks 
besides thought it more glorious and honourable to 
take spoils from their enemies than to accept their 
presents. However, as he w-as not unwilling to give 
Tithraustes the satisfaction of removing out of his 
province, and of expressing his gratitude to him for 
having punished the common enemy of the Greeks, 
he marched into Phrygia, which was the province of 
Pharnabazus. Tithraustes had himself proposed that 
expedition to him, and paid him thirty talents for the 
charges of his journey. 

Upon his inarch, he received a letter from the 
magistrates of Sparta, with orders to take upon him 
the command of the naval army, and liberty to depute 
whom he thought fit in his stead. By these new 
powers he saw himself absolute commander of all the 
troops of that stale in Asia both by sea and land. 
This resolution was taken, in order that all operations 
being directed by one and the same head, and the two 
armies acting in concert, the plans for the service 
might be executed with more uniformity, and every 
thing conspire to the same end. Sparta till then had 
never conferred this honour upon any of her generals, 
of intrusting to him at the same time’ the command of 
the armies by sea and land. So that all the world 
agreed, that he was the greatest personage of his 
time, and best sustained the high reputation he en¬ 
joyed. But he was a man, and had his failings. 

The first thing he did was to establish Pisander bis 
lieutenant in the fleet; in which he seemed to have 
committed a considerable fault; because, as he bad 
about him many older and more experienced cap¬ 
tains, yet without regard to the service of the public, 
to do honour to a relation, and to please his wife, who 
was Pisandcr’s sister, he intrusted him with the com¬ 
mand of the fleet; an employment much above his 
abilities, though he was not without his merit. 

This is the common temptation of persons in power, 
who believe they possess it only for themselves and 
their families, as if the advantage of relation to them 
w r as a sufficient title and qualification for posts which 
require great abilities. They do not reflect, that they 
not only expose the affairs of a state to ruin by their 
private views, but sacrifice besides the interests of 
their own glory, which cannot be maintained but by 
successes which it were inconsistent to expect from 
instruments so ill chosen. 

Agesilaus continued with his ar¬ 
my in Phrygia, 4 upon the lands of A. M. 3610. 
Pbarnabnzus’s government, where Ant, J. C. 394 
he lived in abundance of all things, 
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and amassed great sums of money. From thence 
advancing as far as Paphlagonia, he made an alliance 
with king Cotys, who earnestly desired his amity, 
from the sense 'he entertained ot his faith in the 
observance of treaties, and his other virtues. The 
same motive had already induced Spithridates, one 
of the king’s principal officers, to quit the service of 
Pharnabazus, and go over to Agesilaus, to whom, 
since his revolt, he had rendemTgreat services; for 
he had a great body of troops, and was very brave. 
This officer, having entered Phrygia, had laid waste 
the whole country under Pharnabazus, who never 
dared to appear in the field against him, nor even 
trust himself to his fortresses; but carrying away 
whatever was most valuable and dear to him, he kept 
flying continually before him, and retired from one 
place to another, changing his camp every day. 
Spithridates at length, taking with him some Spartan 
troops, with Herippidas (the chief of the new coun¬ 
cil of thirty sent by the republic to Agesilaus the 
second year,) watched him one day so closely, and 
attacked him so successfully, that he made himself 
master of his camp, and of all the rich spoils with 
which it abounded. Herippidas, injudiciously setting 
himself up as an inexorable comptroller, was for 
bringing the booty that had been secreted to an ac¬ 
count; forced even the soldiers of Spithridates to 
restore what they had taken, and by visiting their 
tents and searching them with an unseasonable exac¬ 
titude and severity, affronted Spithridates to such a 
degree, that he withdrew directly to Sardis with his 
Paphlagonians. 

It is said, that in this whole expedition nothing so 
sensibly affected Agesilaus as the retreat of Spithri¬ 
dates. For, besides his being very sorry for the loss 
of so good an officer and so good troops, he appre¬ 
hended being reproached with mean and sordid ava¬ 
rice; a vice equally dishonourable to himself and his 
yountty, and the slightest suspicion of which he had 
taken pains to avoid during his whole lite. He did 
not think it consistent with the duty of his office to 
shut his eyes, through slothful ease and indolence, 
against alf the malversations that were committed 
under him; but he knew, at the same time, that there 
is an exactitude and severity, which, by being carried 
too far, degenerates into minuteness and petulancy, 
*nd which, through an extreme affectation of virtue, 
becomes a real and dangerous vice. 

Some time after, Pharnabazus, 1 who saw his whole 
country ravaged, demanded an interview with Agesi¬ 
laus, which was negotiated by a common friend of 
them both. Agesilaus arrived first with his friends 
at the place agreed on; and while waiting for Phar¬ 
nabazus, sat down upon the turf under the shade of a 
tree. When Pharnabnzus arrived, his people spread 
skins upon the ground of exceeding softness from 
the length of their hair, with rich carpets of various 
colours, and magnificent cushions. But when he saw 
Agesilaus sitting merely upon the ground, without 
any preparation, he was ashamed of his effeminacy, 
and sat down also upon the grass. On this occasion 
the Persian pride was seen to pay homage to the 
Spartan modesty and simplicity. 

After reciprocal salutations, Pharnabazus spoke to 
this effect: That he had served the Lacedemonians 
in the Peloponnesian war to the utmost of his power, 
fought several battles for them, and supported their 
naval army, without giving any room to reproach him 
with fraud or treachery, as Tissaphernes had done; 
that he was surprised at them coming to attack him 
in his government, burning the towns, cutting down 
the trees, and laying waste the whole country: that 
if it was the custom with the Greeks, who made pro¬ 
fession of honour and virtue, to treat their friends and 
benefactors in such a manner, he did nut know what 
they might mean by just and equitable. These com¬ 
plaints were not entirely without foundation, and 
were uttered with a modest but pathetic air and tone 
of voice. The Spartans, who attended Agesilaus, not 
seeing how they could be answered, cast down their 
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eyes, and kept a profound silence. Agesilaus. who 
observed it, replied almost in these terms: “Lord 
Pharnabazus, you are not ignorant that war often 
arms the best friends against each other for the de¬ 
fence of their country. Whilst we were such to the 
king your master, we treated him as a friend; but as 
we are now become his enemies, we make open war 
against him, as it is just we should, and endeavour to 
hurt him by the injuries we do you. However, from 
the instant you shall think fit to throw off the igno¬ 
minious yoke of bondage, and prefer being called the 
friend and ally of the Greeks, before the name of the 
king of Persia’s slave, you may reckon that all the 
troops you see before your eyes, our arms, our ships, 
our persons to the last man of us, are only here to 
defend your possessions, and secure your liberty, 
which of all blessings is the most precious and de¬ 
sirable.’’ 

Pharnabazus answered, that if the king sent another 
general in his place, and subjected him to the new¬ 
comer, he should very willingly accept his offer; that 
otherwise he would not depart from the faith he had 
sworn to him, nor quit his service. Agesilaus then 
taking him by the hand, and rising with him, replied, 
“Would it were the pleasure of the gods, Lord 
Pharnabazus, that with such noble sentiments, you 
were rather our friend than our enemy 1” lie prom¬ 
ised to withdraw from his government, and never to 
return into it, whilst he could subsist elsewhere. 

SECTION IV.— LEAGUE AGAINST THE LACEDiE 
IWONIANS. AGESILAUS, RECALLED BY THE EPHORI 
TO DEFEND HIS COUNTRY, OBEYS DIRECTLY. 
LYSANDER’S DEATH. VICTORY OF THE LACE¬ 
DEMONIANS NEAR NEMiEA. THEIR FLEET IS 
BEATEN BY CONON OFF CNIDOS. BATTLE GAINED 
BY TIIE LACEDAEMONIANS AT CORONAEA. 

Agesilaus 2 had been two years 
at the head of the army, and had A. M. 3610. 
already made the provinces of Up- Ant. J. C. 394. 
per Asia tremble at his name, and 
resound with the fame of his great wisdom, disinter¬ 
estedness, moderation, intrepid valour in the greatest 
dangers, and invincible patience in supporting the 
rudest fatigues. Of so many thousand soldiers under 
his command, not one was worse provided, or lay 
harder than himself. He was so indifferent as to heat 
or cold, that he alone seemed formed to support the 
most rigorous seasons, 3 and such as it pleased God 
to send. These are Plutarch’s express words. 

The most agreeable of all sights to the Greeks 
settled in Asia, was to see the lieutenants of the 
great king, his satraps, and other great lords, who 
were formerly so haughty and morose, soften their 
note in the presence of a man, meanly e'lad, and at 
his single word, however short and laconic, change 
their language and conduct, and in a manner trans¬ 
form themselves into different creatures. Deputies 
from all parts were sent by the people to form alli¬ 
ances with him, and his army increased every day by 
the troops of the barbarians that came to join him. 

All Asia was already in motion, and most of the 
provinces ready to revolt. Agesilaus had already 
restored order and tranquillity in all the cities, had 
reinstated them in the possession of their liberty 
under reasonable modifications, not only without 
shedding of blood, but without even banishing a 
single person. Not content with such a progress, he 
had formed the design of attacking the king of Per¬ 
sia in the heart of his dominions, to put him in fear 
for his own person and the tranquillity he enjoyed 
in Ecbatana and Susa, and to find him so much busi¬ 
ness as should make it impracticable for him to em¬ 
broil all Greece from his cabinet, by corrupting the 
orators and persons of greatest authority in its cities 
with his presents. 

Tithraustes, 4 who commanded for the king in Asia, 
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seeftig the tendency of Agesilaus's designs, and de¬ 
siring to prevent their effects, had sent Timocrates 
of Rhodes into Greece, with great sums of money to 
corrupt the principal persons in the cities, and by 
their means occasion commotions against Sparta. He 
knew that the haughtiness of the Lacedaemonians 
(for nil their generals did not resemble Agesilaus,) 
and the imperious manner with which they treated 
their neighbours and allies, especially since they con¬ 
sidered themselves as the masters of Greece, had 
universally disgusted the people, and excited a jeal¬ 
ousy that waited only an occasion to break out against 
them. This severity of governing had a natural cause 
in their education. Accustomed from their infancy 
to obey without delay or reply, first their tutors, and 
afterwards their magistrates, they exacted a like sub¬ 
mission from the cities dependent upon them, were 
easily incensed by the least opposition, and by this 
punctilious aud excessive severity rendered them¬ 
selves insupportable. 

Tithraustes therefore did not find it difficult to 
draw off the allies from their part}'. Thebes, Argos, 
Corinth, entered into his measures; the deputy did not 
go to Athens. These three cities, inllueuced b) those 
that governed them, made a league against the Lace¬ 
daemonians, who on their side prepared vigorously 
for the war. The Thebans at the same time sent 
deputies to the Athenians, to implore their aid, and 
to induce them to enter into the alliance. The 
deputies, after having slightly passed over their 
ancient divisions, insisted strongly upon the consid¬ 
erable service they had rendered Athens in refusing 
to join its enemies when they endeavoured its final 
destruction. They represented to them the favour¬ 
able opportunity that -offered for reinstating them¬ 
selves in their ancient power, and for depriving the 
Lacedemonians of the empire of Greece; that all 
the allies of Sparta, either without or within Greece, 
were weary of their severe and unjust way, and 
waited only the signal to revolt: that the moment the 
Athenians should declare themselves, all the cities 
would rouse up at the sound of their arms; and that 
the king of Persia, who had sworn the ruin of Spar¬ 
ta, would aid them with all his forces both by sea 
and land. 

Thrasybulus, whom the Thebans had supplied 
with arms and money, when lie undertook the re¬ 
establishment of the Athenian liberty, seconded their 
demand with great vigour, and the aid was unani¬ 
mously resolved. The Lacedremonians on their side 
took the field without loss of time,and entered Pho- 
cis. Lysander wrote to Pausanias, who commanded 
one of the two armies, to give him notice to march 
early the next day to Haliartus, which he designed 
to besiege, and that he should be there himself at 
sunrise. The letter was intercepted. Lysander, after 
having waited his coming up a great while, was 
obliged to engage, and was killed in the battle. Pau- 
sanias received this bad news on his way; but, how¬ 
ever, continued his march to Haliartus, and called a 
council of war to consider upon a second battle. He 
did not think it consistent with prudence to hazard 
it, and contented himself with making a truce, to re¬ 
move the bodies of those who had fallen in the for¬ 
mer fight. Upon his return to Sparta, he was cited 
to give an account of his conduct; and, refusing to 
appear, w^as condemned to die. But he avoided the 
execution of that sentence by flight, and retired to 
Tegaea, where lie passed the remainder of his life un¬ 
der the shelter and protection of Minerva, to whom 
he had rendered himself a suppliant, and died of dis¬ 
ease. 

Lvsander’s poverty having been discovered after 
his death, did great honour to his memory; when it 
was known, that of all the gold and riches which 
had passed through his hands, of a power so exten¬ 
sive as his had been, of so many cities under his gov¬ 
ernment, and which made their court to him; in a 
word, of that kind of dominion and sovereignty al¬ 
ways exercised by him, he had made no manner of 
advantage for the advancement and enriching of his 
house. 

Some days before his death, two of the principal 
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citizens of Sparta had contracted themselves to his 
two daughters; but when they knew in what condi¬ 
tion he had left his affairs, they refused to marry 
them. The republic did not suffer so sordid a base¬ 
ness to go unpunished, nor permit'Lysander’s pover¬ 
ty, which was the strongest proof of his justice and 
virtue, to be. treated as an obstacle to an alliance 
into his family. They were fined in a great sum, 
publicly disgraced, and exposed to the contempt of 
all persons of honour. For at Sparta there were 
penalties established, not only for such as refused 
to marry, or married too late, but also for those 
who married amiss: and those especially were reck¬ 
oned of this number, who, instead of forming al¬ 
liances with virtuous families, and with their own 
relations, had no motive but wealth and lucre in 
marriage :—an admirable law, tending to perpet¬ 
uate probity and honour in families, which an im¬ 
pure mixture of blood and manners seldom fails to al¬ 
ter and efface. 

It must be owned, that a generous disinterested¬ 
ness in the midst of all that could inflame and 
gratify the lust of gain, is very rare, and well wor¬ 
thy of admiration; but in Lysander it was attend¬ 
ed with great defects, which sullied its lustre. With¬ 
out speaking of his imprudence in introducing gold 
and silver into Sparta, which he despised himself, 
though he rendered it an object of esteem to his 
countrymen, and thereby occasioned their ruin; what 
opinion can we have of a man, brave indeed, capa¬ 
ble of conciliating the affections, skilful in affairs, 
and of great ability in the arts of government, and 
what is commonly called politics, but who regards 
probity and justice as nothing; to whom falsehood, 
fraud and perfidy, appear legitimate methods for 
the attainment of his ends: who does not fear, 
for the advancement of his friends and the augmen¬ 
ting the number of his creatures, to commit the 
most flagrant injustice and oppressions, and is not 
ashamed to profane whatever is most sacred in reli¬ 
gion, even to the bribing of priests and forging of 
oracles, to satiate the empty ambition of being equal 
to a king, and of ascending the throne'? 

When Agesilaus w r as upon the point of leading his 
troops into Persia, 1 the Spartan Epicydidas arrived 
to let him know that Sparta was threatened with a 
furious war; that the Ephori recalled him, and or¬ 
dered him to return immediately for the defence of 
his country. Agesilaus did not deliberate a moment, 
but returned this answer immediately to the Ephori, 
which Plutarch 2 has transmitted to us, “Agesilaus to 
the Ephori greeting. We have reduced part of Asia, 
put the Barbarians to flight, and made great prepa¬ 
rations for war in Ionia; but as you order me to re¬ 
turn, I am not far behind this letter, and would anti¬ 
cipate it if possible. I received the command not for 
myself, but my country and its allies. I know that 
a general does not deserve, or really fulfil, the duties 
of that name, but when he suffers himself to be gui¬ 
ded by the laws and the Ephori, and obeys the ma¬ 
gistrates.” 

This ready obedience of Agesilaus has been much 
admired and applauded, and not without reason. 
Hannibal, though depressed with misfortunes, and 
driven almost entirely out of Italy, obeyed his citi¬ 
zens with great reluctance, when they recalled him 
to deliver Carthage from the dangers that threat¬ 
ened it. Here a victorious prince, ready to enter 
the enemies* country, and to attack the king of Per¬ 
sia even upon his throne, almost assured of the suc¬ 
cess of his arms, on the first order of the Ephori re¬ 
nounces these flattering hopes and most exalted ex¬ 
pectations. He demonstrates the truth of what was 
said, “That at Sparta the laws ruled men, and not 
men the laws.” 

On his departure he said, “That thirty thousand 
of the king’s archers drove him out of Asiaalluding 
in those words to a species of Persian coin, which had 
on one side the figure of an archer, 30,000 of which 


i Xenoph. Hist. Gra?c. I. iv. p. 513. Idem in Agesil. jv 
667. Plui. in Agesil. p. G03,601. 

^ Plut. in Apoph. Laconic, p. 211, 
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pieces of money had been dispersed in Greece to cor¬ 
rupt the orators and persons of greatest power in the 
cities. 

Agesilaus, 1 on quitting Asia, where he was regret¬ 
ted as the common father of the people, appointed 
Euxenes his lieutenant, and gave him 4000 men for 
the defence of the country. Xenophon went with 
him. He left at Ephesus, with Megabyzns, the guar¬ 
dian of Diana’s temple, half the gold lie had brought 
with him from his expedition in Persia with Cyrus,to 
keep it for him in trust, and in case of death to con¬ 
secrate it to the goddess. 

In the mean time the Lacedaemonians had raised 
an army, 2 and given the command of it to Aristode- 
mus, guardian to king Agesipolis, then an infant. 
Their enemies assembled to concert the operations 
of the war. Timolaus of Corinth said, that the 
Lacedaemonians were like a river that grew larger 
in proportion as it was more distant from its source; 
or to a swarm of bees, which it is easy to burn in 
their hive, but which disperse themselves a great 
vva 3 r , when they fly abroad, and become formidable 
by their stings, lie was therefore of opinion, that 
it was proper to attack them in their capital; which 
was approved and resolved. But the Lacedcemoni- 
ans did not give them time. They took the field, 
and found the enemy near Nemcea, a city not very 
remote from Corinth, where an obstinate battle ensu¬ 
ed. The Lacedaemonians had the advantage, which 
was very considerable. Agesilaus having received 
this news at Amphipoiis, as he was hastening to the 
relief of his country, sent it directly to the cities of 
Asia for their encouragement, and gave them hopes 
of his speedy return, if the success of affairs would 
admit it. 

When the approach of Agesilaus w r as known at 
Sparta, 3 the Lacedaemonians that remained in the 
city, to do him honour for the ready obedience he 
had paid to their orders, caused proclamation to be 
made hy sound of trumpet, that all young persons 
who were willing to aid their king, might come and 
list themselves for that purpose. Not one of them 
failed to enter himself immediately with the utmost 
joy. But the Ephori chose only fifty of the bravest 
and most robust, whom they sent him, and desired 
that he would enter Bceotia with the utmost expedi¬ 
tion: which he did accordingly. 

About the same time the two fleets came up with 
each other near Cnidos, 4 a city of Curia: that cf the 
Lacedaemonians was commanded by Pisander, Age- 
silaus’s brother-in-law, and that of the Persians by 
Pharnabazus and Conon the Athenian. The latter, 
observing that the king of Persia’s supplies came 
slowly, and occasioned the loss of many favourable 
opportunities, had resolved to go in person to the 
court, to solicit the king’s assistance. As he would 
not prostrate himself before him, according to the 
Persian custom, he could not explain himselt but by 
the intervention of others. He represented to him, 
with a force and spirit seldom pardoned in those 
who treat with princes, that it was equally shame¬ 
ful and astonishing, that his ministers, contrary to 
his intention, should suffer his affairs to be disconcer¬ 
ted and ruined by a disgraceful parsimony; that the 
richest king in the world should give place to his 
enemies in the very point in which he was so in¬ 
finitely superior to them; that is, in riches; and 
that, for want of remitting to his generals the sums 
his service required, all their designs were ren¬ 
dered abortive. These remonstrances were free, 
but just and solid. The king received them per¬ 
fectly well, and showed, by his example, that truth 
may often be spoken to princes with success, if 
courage were not wanting. Conon obtained all he 
demanded, and the king made him admiral of his 
fleet. 

It was composed of more than fourscore and ten 


galleys; that of the enemy wa3 somewhat inferior In 
number. They came in view of each other near Cni¬ 
dos, a maritime city of Asia Minor. Conon, who had 
in some measure occasioned the taking of Athens by 
the loss of the sea-fight near iEgospotamos, used 
extraordinary efforts in this to retrieve his misfor¬ 
tune, and to obliterate by a glorious victory the dis¬ 
grace of his former defeat. He had this advantage^ 
that in the battle he was going to fight, the Persians 
would be at the whole expense, and bear all the loss 
themselves; whereas the entire fruits of the victory 
would accrue to the Athenians, without hazarding 
any thing of their own. Pisander had also strong 
motives to show his valour upon this occasion, that 
he might not degenerate from the glory of his bro¬ 
ther-in-law, and justify the choice he had made in 
appointing him admiral. In fact, he behaved with 
extreme valour, and had at first some advantage; 
but the battle growing warm, and the allies of Spar¬ 
ta betaking themselves to flight, he could not resolve 
to follow them, and died sword in hand. Conon took 
fifty galleys, and the lest escaped to Cnidos. The 
consequence of this victory was the revolt of almost 
all the allies of Sparta; several of whom declared 
for the Athenian?, and the rest resumed their ancient 
liberty. After this battle, the affairs of the Lacedae¬ 
monians daily declined. All their actions in Asia 
w r ere no more than feeble efforts of an expiring pow¬ 
er, till the defeats ofLeuctraand Mantinaea comple¬ 
ted their downfall. 

Isocrates makes a very just reflection upon the 
revolutions of Sparta and Athens,6 which had al¬ 
ways their source and origin in the insolent prosper¬ 
ity of botli these republics. The Lacedaemonians, 
who were at first acknowledged masters of Greece 
without opposition, fell from their authority only in 
consequence of their enormous abuse of it. The 
Athenians succeeded them in power, and at the same 
time in pride; and we have seen into what an abyss 
of misfortunes it precipitated them. Sparta, having 
regained the superiority by the defeat of the Athe 
nians in Sicily and the taking of their city, ought to 
have improved in her measures from the double ex¬ 
perience of the past; as well in regard to what had 
befallen herself, as from the recent example of her 
rival: but the most striking examples and events 
seldom or never occasion a people to change their 
conduct. Sparta became as haughty and untractable 
as before, ami so experienced the same destiny again. 

To warn the Athenians against this misfortune, 
Isocrates puts them in mind of the past, while he ad¬ 
dresses them at a time wherein they were successful 
in everything. “You imagine,” says he, “that as 
you are provided with a numerous fleet, absolute 
masters at sea, and supported by powerful allies al¬ 
ways ready to give you aid, you have nothing to 
fear, and may enjoy in repose and tranquillity the 
fruits of your victories:—for my part, suffer me to 
speak with truth and freedom, I think quite other¬ 
wise. The cause of my apprehension is, my having 
observed, that the decline of the greatest republics 
has always commenced at the time they believed 
themselves most powerful; and that their very seen- 
rity has prepared the precipice from which they have 
fallen. The reason of this is evident. Prosperity and 
adversity never come alone, but have each their 
train of very different effects. The first is attended 
with vain-glory, pride and insolence, which dazzle 
the mind, and inspire rash and extravagant measures: 
on the contrary, the companions of adversity, are 
modesty, self-diffidence, and circumspection, which 
naturally render men prudent, and apt to derive ad¬ 
vantage from their own failings. So that it is hard 
to judge which of the two conditions we ought to 
desire for a city; as that which appears unhappy ia 
an almost certain path to prosperity; and the other, 
so flattering and splendid, generally leads on to the 
greatest misfortunes.” The blow which the Lacedae- 


t Xenoph. Hist. Graec. 1. iv. p. 513. Xenoph. de Exped. 
Qyr. 1. v. p. 350. 

® Xenoph. p. 514—517, a Plut. in Agesil. p. 005. 

* Xenoph. Hist. Graer.. 1. iv. p. 518. Diod.!. xiv. d. 302. 
Justin. 1. vi. c. 2, 3. 


* Eo speeiosius quod ne ipsorum quidem Atheniensiuni 
sed alieni imperii viribus dimicet, pugnaturus periculo regij 
victurus prosmio patriae. Justin. 
e Isocral. in Orat. Areop. p. 278—280. 
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Etonians received at the battle of Cnidos is a mourn¬ 
ful proof of what he says. 

Agesilaus was in Boeotia, and upon the point of 
giving battle, 1 when this bad news was brought him. 
Apprehending that it might discourage and deter his 
troops, he caased it to be reported in the army that 
the Lacedaemonians had gained a considerable vic¬ 
tory at sea: and appearing in public with a wreath 
of flowers upon his .head, he offered a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving for the good news, and sent part of it 
in presents to his officers. The two armies, 2 almost 
equal in strength, were in view of each other upon 
the plains of Corona*a, and they drew up in battle, 
Agesilaus gave the left vving to the Orchomenians, 
and took the right himself. On the other side, the 
Thebans were upon the right, and the Argives on the 
left. Xenophon says, that this was the most furious 
battle of any that had been fought in his time: and 
we may believe him, as he was present in it, and 
fought near the person of Agesilaus, with whom he 
had returned from Asia. 

The first charge was not very obstinate, nor of long 
continuance. The Thebans soon put the Orchome- 
nians to flight, and Agesilaus overthrew and routed 
the Argives. But both parties, having learned that 
their left wing had been very severely handled and 
had fled, returned immediately; Agesilaus to oppose 
the Thebans and to wrest the victory out of tneir 
hands, and the Thebans to follow their left wing that 
was retired to Helicon. Agesilaus at that moment 
might have assured himself of a complete victory, if 
he would have let the Thebans pass on, and had after¬ 
wards charged them in the rear; but carried away by 
the ardour of his courage, he resolved to stop them 
with an attack in front, and to beat them by pure 
force. Jn which, says Xenophon, he showed more 
valour than prudence. 

The Thebans, seeing Agesilaus advance against 
them, drew all their foot immediately into one body, 
formed a hollow square, and waited his coming up in 
good order. The engagement was sharp and bloody 
on all sides, but particularly where Agesilaus fought 
at the head of the fifty young Spartans, who had been 
sent him by the city. The valour and emulation of 
those young men were of great service to Agesilaus, 
and may be said to have saved his life; for they fought 
around him with exceeding ardour, and exposed 
themselves foremost in all dangers for the safety of 
his person. They could not however prevent his 
receiving several wounds through his armour from 
pikes and swords. Notwithstanding,with the utmost 
efforts they brought him off alive from the enemy; 
and making their bodies a rampart for him, sacrificed 
a great number of Thebans in his defence; and many 
of those young men were left also upon the field. 
At length, finding it too difficult to break the The¬ 
bans in front, they were forced to have recourse to 
what they had at first rejected. They opened their 
phalanx to let them pass; which when they had done, 
as they marched afterwards in more disorder, they 
charged them again upon the flanks and rear. They 
could, however, neither break them nor put them to 
flight. Those brave Thebans made their retreat con¬ 
tinually fighting, and gained Helicon, elated with the 
success of the battle, wherein on their side they had 
always remained invincible. 

Agesilaus, though very much weakened by the great 
number of his wounds, and the quantity of blood he 
had lost, would not retire to his tent till he had been 
carried to the place where his phalanx was drawn 
up. and had seen all the dead bodies removed even 
upon their own arms. He was informed there, that 
many of the enemy had taken refuge in the temple of 
the Itonian Minerva, which was not very distant from 
the field of battle, and asked what he would have 
done with them. As he was full of veneration for 
the gods, he gave ovders to let them go, and even 
gent them a guard to escort them in safety wherever- 
they thought fit. 


i Plut. in Agcsil. p. G05. 

* Plut. ibid. Xenoph. Hist. Graec. p. 518—520, and in 
Agesil. p. G59. GGO. 
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The next morning, Agesilaus, to try whether the 
Thebans would have the courage to renew the battle, 
commanded his troops to crown themselves with 
flowers, and the music of the army to play, whilst a 
trophy was erected and adorned in honour of his 
victory. At the same instant the enemy sent heralds 
to demand his permission to bury their dead; which 
he granted, with a truce; and having confirmed his 
victory by that act of a conqueror, he caused himself 
to be carried to Delphi, where the Pythian games 
were then celebrated. He made there a solemn pro- 
1 cession, which was follow ed by a sacrifice, and conse¬ 
crated to the god the tenth part of the booty taken in 
Asia, which amounted to a hundred talents. 3 These 
great men, no less religious than brave, never failed 
to express by presents their gratitude to the gods for 
their successes in arms; declaring, by that public 
homage, that they believed themselves indebted to 
their protection for their victories. 

SECTION V.— AGESILAUS RETURNS VICTORIOUS 
TO SPARTA. HE ALWAYS RETAINS HIS SIMPLI¬ 
CITY AND ANCIENT MANNERS. CONON REBUILDS 
THE WALLS OF ATHENS. A PEACE, DISGRACE¬ 
FUL TO THE GREEKS, CONCLUDED BY ANTALCI- 
DAS, THE LA C E DJEM ON IAN. 

After the festival,* Agesilaus returned to Sparta. 
His citizens received him with all the marks of the 
most real joy, and beheld him with admiratiun, when 
they observed the simplicity of his manners and the 
constant frugality and temperance of his life. At his 
return from foreign countries, where pomp, luxury, 
sloth, and the love of pleasures prevailed, he was not 
infected with the manners of the barbarians, as most 
of the other generals had been: he made no altera¬ 
tion in his diet, baths, equipage of his wife, ornament'? 
of his arms, or furniture of his house. In the midst 
of so brilliant a reputation, and the universal ap- 
lause, always the same, or rather more modest than 
cfore, be distinguished himself from the rest of the 
citizens, only by a greater submission to the laws, 
and a more inviolable attachment to the customs of 
his country; convinced, that he was king, only to be 
the brighter example of those virtues to others. 

He made greatness consist in virtue only. 5 Hear¬ 
ing the Great King (so the kings of Persia used to 
call themselves) spoken of in magnificent terms, and 
his power extremely extolled: “I cannot conceive,” 
said he, “ wherein he is greater than I, unless he be 
more virtuous.” 6 

There were at Sparta some citizens, who, vitiated 
by the prevailing taste of Greece, made their merit 
and glory consist in keeping a great number of horses 
for the race. He persuaded his sister Cynisca to 
dispute the prize in the Olympic games, in order to 
show the Greeks that those victories, on which they 
set so high a value, were not the effects of valour and 
bravery, but of riches and expense. She was the 
first of her sex who shared in this honour. He had 
not the same opinion of the exercises which contri¬ 
bute to render the body more robust, and inure it to 
labour and fatigue; and, to place them in greater es¬ 
timation, would often honour them with his presence. 

Some time after Lysander’s death, he discovered 
the conspiracy formed by that captain against the 
two kings, wffiich till then had not been heard of, and 
came to light by a kind of accident, in the following 
manner: Upon some affairs, 7 which related to the 
government, it w^as necessary to consult Lysander’s 
papers, and Agesilaus went to his house for that pur¬ 
pose. Jn running them over, he fell upon the sheets 
which contained at large the harangue of Cleon, 
which had been prepared to recommend the new 
method of proceeding in the election of kings. Sur¬ 
prised at perusing it. he gave over his search, and 
went away abruptly to communicate that oration to 
the citizens, and to let them see what manner of man 
Lysander was, and how much they had been deceived 

3 One hundred thousand crowns, or about 22,500L ster¬ 
ling. 

* Plut. in Agesil. p. GOG. * Plut, de sui laud. p. 555 
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in regard to him. But Lacratidas, a wise and pru¬ 
dent person, who was president of the Ephori, inter¬ 
posed, by telling him, that it was highly improper to 
raise Lysander from the dead: on the contrary, that 
it was necessary to bury his harangue in the some 
rave with him, as a production of dangerous ten- 
ency, from the great art with which it was composed, 
and {he force of persuasion that universally prevailed 
in it, which it might prove no easy matter to resist. 
Agesilaus was of the same opinion ; and the piece was 
consigned to silence and oblivion, as the best use that 
could be made of it. 

As his credit was very high in the city, 1 he caused 
Teleutias, his brother by the mother’s side, to be 
declared admiral of the fleet. It w-ere to be wished, 
that history, to justify this choice, had mentioned 
some other qualities in that commander than his 
nearness of blood to the king. Agesilaus soon after 
set out with his land army to besiege Corinth, and 
took the long walls, as they were called, whilst his 
brother Teleutias attacked it by sea. He did several 
other exploits against the people of Greece at war 
with Sparta, which always indeed evince the valour 
and experience of the general, but are neither very 
important nor decisive, and which we thought, tor 
that reason, might be omitted. 

At the same time, 2 Pharnabazus 
A. M. 3611. and Conon, having made them- 

Ant. J. C. 393. selves masters at sea, ravaged the 
whole coast of Laconia. That sa¬ 
trap, returning to his government of Phrygia, left 
Conon the command of the naval army, with very 
considerable sums for the re-establishment of Athens. 
Conon, victorious and crowmed with glory, repaired 
thither, where he w'as received with universal ap¬ 
plause. The sad prospect of a city, formerly so 
flourishing, and at that time reduced to so melan¬ 
choly a condition, gave him more grief than he felt 
joy in seeing his beloved country again, after so many 
years’ absence. He lost no time, but fell immediately 
to work, employing, besides masons and the usual 
artizans, the soldiers, mariners, citizens, allies, in a 
word, all that w’ere well inclined to Athens: Provi¬ 
dence decreeing, that this city, formerly destroyed 
by the Persians, should be rebuilt by their own hands; 
and that having been dismantled and demolished by 
the Lacedaemonians, it should be reinstated at their 
own cost, and by the spoils taken from them. What 
a vicissitude ancl alteration was this! Athens at this 
time had those for its allies, who had formerly been 
its most violent enemies; and for enemies, those with 
whom before it had contracted the most strict and 
closest union. Conon, seconded by the zeal of the 
Thebans, soon rebuilt the walls of Athens, restored 
the city to its ancient splendour, and rendered it 
more formidable than ever to its enemies. After 
having offered to the gods a whole hecatomb, 3 that is 
to say, a sacrifice of an hundred oxen, as a thanks¬ 
giving for the happy re-establishment of Athens, he 
made a feast, to which all the citizens, without ex¬ 
ception, were invited. 

Sparta could not see without extreme affliction so 
glorious a revolution. 4 It looked upon the grandeur 
and pow r er of a city, its ancient rival and almost con¬ 
tinual enemy, as its own ruin. This made the Lace¬ 
demonians take the mean resolution of avenging 
themselves at once upon Athens, and Conon its re¬ 
storer, by making peace with the king of Persia, 
With this view they despatched Antalridas to Tiri- 
bazus. His commission consisted of two principal 
articles. The first was, to accuse Conon to that 
satrap of having defrauded the king of the money 
which he had employed in the re-establishment of 
Athens; and of having formed the design of depriving 
the Persians of iEolia and Ionia, in order to subject 
them anew to the republic of Athens, upon which 
they had formerly depended. By the second, he had 

* Plut.dn Agesil. p. (507. 

* Xenoph. Hist. Grsec. 1. iv. p. 534—537. Died. 1. xiv. p. 
303. Justin. 1. vi. «. 5. 

a Alhen. 1. i. p. 3. 

* Xenoph. Hist. Grffic. 1. iv. p. 537,533. Tlut. in Agesil. 

P. 603. 


orders to make the most advantageous proposals to 
Tiribazus that his master could desire. Without 
giving himself any manner of trouble in regard to 
Asia, he stipulated only, that all the islands, and other 
cities, should enjoy their laws and liberty. The 
Lacedaemonians thus gave up to the king, with the 
greatest injustice and the utmost baseness, all the 
Greeks settled in Asia, for whose liberty Agesilaus 
had so long fought. It is true, he had no snare in, 
this most infamous negociation; the whole reproach 
of which ought to fall on Antalcidas, who, being the 
' sworn enemy of the king of Sparta, hastened the 
peace by all manner of means, because the war aug¬ 
mented the authority, glory, and reputation, of Age¬ 
silaus. 

The most considerable cities of Greece had sent 
deputies at the same time to Tiribazus, and Conon 
w r as at the head of those from Athens. All of them 
were unanimous in rejecting such proposals. With¬ 
out speaking of the interests of the Greeks of Asia, 
with which they were extremely affected, they saw 
themselves exposed by this treaty; the Athenians, to 
the loss of the isles of Lemnos, tmbros, and Scyros; 
the Thebans, to abandon the cities of Boeotia, of which 
they w'ere in possession, and which would thereby 
regain their independence; and the Argives, to re¬ 
nounce Corinth, with the loss of which that of Argos 
itself would soon, in all probability, be attended. 
The deputies therefore withdrew without concluding 
any thing. 

Tiribazus seized Conon, and put him in prison. 
Not daring to declare openly to the Laccdtemonians 
without an express order to that purpose, lie contented 
himself with supplying them underhand with consi¬ 
derable sums of money for fitting out a fleet, in order 
that the other cities of Greece might not be in a con¬ 
dition to oppose them. After having taken these 
precautions, he set out directly for the court, to give 
the king an account of the state of his negociation. 
That prince was well satisfied with it, and directed 
him in the strongest terms to put the last hand to it. 
Tiribazus also laid before him the Lacedaemonians' 
accusation of Conon. Some authors, according to 
Cornelius Nepos, have affirmed that he was carried 
to Susa, and there executed by the kirfg’s order. The 
silence of Xenophon, who was his contemporary, in 
regard to his death, makes it duubtful, whether he 
escaped from prison, or suffered as has been said. 

Whilst this treaty was negociating, several actions 
of little consequence passed between the Athenians 
and Lacedaemonians. It was also at the same tune 
that Evagoras extended his conquests in the island 
of Cyprus, of which we shall soon treat. 

Tiribazus at length, 5 upon his 
return, summoned the deputies of A. M. 3617. 
the Grecian cities to be present at Ant. J. C. 387. 
the reading of the treaty. It im¬ 
ported, that all the Grecian cities of Asia should 
remain dependent on the king, and that the rest, as 
well small as gteat, should have full possession of 
their liberty. The king farther reserved to himself 
the. isles of Cyprus and Clazomenae, and left those of 
Scyros, Lemnos, and Imbros, to the Athenians, to 
w'honi they had long appertained. By the same 
treaty he engaged to join with such states a9 acceded 
to it," in order to make war by sea and land against 
all that should refuse to agree to it. We have al¬ 
ready said it was Sparta itself who had proposed these 
conditions. 

All the other cities of Greece, or at least the great¬ 
est part of them, rejected so infamous a treaty with 
horror. However, as they were weakened and ex¬ 
hausted by domestic divisions, and not in a condition 
to support a war against so powerful a prince, who 
threatened to fall with all his forces upon those who 
should refuse to accede to this agreement, they w r ere 
obliged against their will to comply with it; except 
the Thebans, who had the courage to oppose it open¬ 
ly at first, but at length were reduced to accept h 
with the others, by w'hoin they found themselves uni 
versally abandoned. 
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Such was the fruit of the jealousy and divisions 
which armed the Grecian cities against each other, 
and which was the end proposed by the policy of 
Artaxerxes, in distributing considerable sums of mo¬ 
ney amongst the several states; invincible by arms 
and by the sword, but not by the gold and presents 
of the Persians; so remote were they in this respect 
from the character of the ancient Greeks tbeir fore¬ 
fathers. 

To comprehend aright how much Sparta and Ath¬ 
ens differed now from what they had been in former 
times, we have only to compare the two treaties con¬ 
cluded between the Greeks and Persians; the for¬ 
mer by Ciruon the Athenian, under Artaxerxes 
Longimaous above sixty years before, and the 
latter byAntalcidas the Lacedaemonian under Arta¬ 
xerxes Mnemon. In the first, 1 Greece, victorious 
and triumphant, assures the liberty of the Asiatic 
Greeks, gives the law to the Persians, imposes what 
conditions she pleases, and prescribes to them their 
bounds and limits, by prohibiting them to ap¬ 
proach nearer to the sea with their troops than the 
distance of three clays’ march, or to appear with 
ships of war in any of the seas between the Cyanoean 
and Chelidonian islands; that is to say, from the 
Euxine to the coasts of Pamphylia. In the second, 
on the contrary, Persia, grown haughty and imperi¬ 
ous, takes pleasure in humbling its conquerors, in de¬ 
priving them, with the single stroke ofa pen, of their 
empire in Asia Minor, in compelling them to abandon 
basely all the Greeks established in those rich pro¬ 
vinces, to subscribe to their owr. subjection, and to 
confine themselves in their turn within the narrow 
bounds of Greece. 

Prom whence can so strange an alteration arise? 
Are there not on both sides the same cities,the same 
people, the same forces, and the same interests? No 
doubt there are: but they are not the same men; or 
rather, they have no longer the same principles of 
policy. Let us recall to mind those happy tiiues of 
Greece, so glorious for Athens and Sparta, when 
Persia came pouring like a deluge upon this little 
country with all the forces of the East. What was it 
that rendered these two cities invincible, and supe¬ 
rior to such numerous and formidable armies? Their 
union and good understanding. No dissension be¬ 
tween the two states, no jealousy of command, no 
private view of interest; in fine, no other contest be¬ 
tween them, but that of honour, glory, and the love 
of their country. 

To so laudable a union may be added an irrecon¬ 
cilable hatred for the Persians, which became, if I 
may sn say, natural to the Greeks, and was the most 
distinguishing character of that nation. It was a 
capital crime, 2 and punished with death, only to 
mention peace, or propose any accommodation with 
them: and an Athenian mother was seen to throw 
the first stone at her son, who had dared to make 
such a motion, and to set others the example of ston- 
iug him. 

This strict union of the two states, and this de¬ 
clared abhorrence of the common enemy, were for a 
long time the potent barriers of their security, ren¬ 
dered them invincible, and may be said to have 
been the source and principle of all the glorious 
successes that raised the reputation of Greece to 
,so high a pitch. But by a misfortune common to 
the most flourishing states, those very successes be¬ 
came the cause of its ruin, and prepared the way 
for the disgraces which it experienced in the sequel. 

These two states, 3 which might have carried their 
victorious arms into the heart of Persia, and have 
attacked in their turn the great king upon his throne 
itself; instead of forming in concert such an enter¬ 
prise, which would at once have crowned them with 
glory and laden them with riches, have the folly to 
leave their common enemy in repose, to embroil 
themselves with each other upon trivial points of 
honour and interests of little importance, and to 
exhaust those forces to no purpose against theni- 
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selves, which ought to have been employed solely 
against the barbarians, that could not have resisted 
them. For it is worthy of remark, that the Per¬ 
sians never gained any advantage over the Athe¬ 
nians or Lacedaemonians whilst they were united 
with each other, and that it was their own divisions 
alone which supplied them with the means to con¬ 
quer both alternately, and always the one by the 
other. 

These divisions induced them to take such mea¬ 
sures as neither Sparta nor Athens would evei* * 
otherwise have been capable of. YVe see both the 
one and the other dishonour themselves by their 
mean and abject flatteries, not only of the king of 
Persia, but even of his satraps; pay their court to 
them, earnestly solicit their favour, cringe to them, 
and even suffer their ill humour; and all this to ob¬ 
tain some aid of troops or money; forgetting that the 
Persians, haughty and insolent to such as seemed 
afraid of them, became timorous and little to those 
w r ho had the courage to despise them. But, in fine, 
what did they gain by all these, mean condescensions! 
The treaty which gave occasion for these reflections, 
and will forever be the reproach of Sparta and 
Athens. 

SECTION. VI. —WAR OF ARTxVXERXES AGAINST 

EVAGORAS, KING OF SALA3IIS. EULOGY AND 

CHARACTER OF THAT PRINCE. TIRIBAZUS 

FALSELY ACCUSED. HIS ACCUSER PUNISHED. 

WHAT J have just said upon the facility with 
which the Greeks might have rendered themselves 
formidable to their enemies, will be more evident if 
we consider on one side, the diversity of the nations, 
and the extent of country, which composed the vast 
empire of the Persians ; and on the other, the 
weakness of the government, incapable of animating 
so great a mass, and of supporting the weight of so 
much business and application. At the court ev¬ 
ery thing was determined, by the intrigues of wo¬ 
men and the cabals of favourites, whose sole merit 
often consisted in flattering their prince, and sooth¬ 
ing* his passions. It was through their influence that 
officers were chosen, and the first dignities disposed 
of; by their opinion the services of the generals 
of armies were judged, and their rewards decided. 
The sequel will show, that from the same source 
arose the insurrection of provinces, the distrust of 
the greatest part of the governors, the discontent 
and consequent revolt of the best officers, and the 
ill success of almost all the enterprises that were 
formed. 

Artaxerxes, freed from the care and perplexity 
which the war with the Greeks had occasioned, ap- 
lied himself to the terminating that of Cyprus, which 
ad lasted several years, but had been carried on 
with little vigour, and turned the greatest part of his 
forces that way. 

Evagoras reigned at that time in Salamis, 4 the ca¬ 
pital city of the Isle of Cyprus. He was descended 
froni Teucer of Salamis, 5 who at his return from 
Troy built this city, and gave it the name of his coun¬ 
try. His descendants had reigned there from that 
time; but a stranger from Phoenicia, having dispos¬ 
sessed the lawful king, had taken his place, and to 
maintain himself in the usurpation had filled the city 
with barbarians, and subjected the whole island to 
the king of Persia. 

Under this tyrant Evagoras was born, and great 
care was taken of his education. He was distin¬ 
guished amongst the youth by the beauty of his 
aspect, the vigour of his body, and still more by the 
modesty and innocence of his manners. 6 which are 
the greatest ornaments of that age. As lie advanced 
in years, the greatest virtues, valour, wisdom, and 
justice were observed to shine forth in him. He af¬ 
terwards carried these virtues to so conspicuous a 
height, as to give jealousy to those that were at the 
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head of the government; who conceived justly that 
so brilliant a merit could not continue in the obscu¬ 
rity of a private condition: but his modesty, probi¬ 
ty, and integrity, re-assured them; and they re¬ 
posed an entire confidence in him, which he always 
repaid by an inviolable fidelity, without ever medi¬ 
tating' their expulsion from the throne by violence 
or treachery. 

A more justifiable means conducted him to it, Di¬ 
vine Providence, as Isocrates says, preparing the 
way for him. One of the principal citizens murder¬ 
ed the person upon the throne, and intended to 
seize Evagoras, and to rid himself of him, in order 
to secure the crown to himself; but that prince 
escaping his pursuit, retired to Soli, a city of Cilicia. 
His banishment was so far from abating his courage, 
that it gave him new vigour. Attended only with 
fifty followers, determined like himself to conquer 
or die, he returned to Salamis, and expelled the 
usurper, though supported by the credit and pro¬ 
tection of the king of Persia. Having re-establish¬ 
ed himself in Salamis, he soon rendered his little 
kingdom very flourishing, by his great care in re¬ 
lieving his subjects, and by protecting them in every 
respect; by governing them with justice and bene¬ 
volence; by making them active and laborious; by 
inspiring them with a taste for the cultivation of 
their hands, the breeding of cattle, commerce, and 
navigation. He trained them also for war, and made 
them excellent soldiers. 

He was already very powerful, 

A. M. 3599. and had acquired great reputation. 
Ant. J. C. 405. when Conon the Athenian general, 
after his defeat at iEgospotamos, 
took refuge with him; not thinking it possible to 
rind a safer asylum for himself, 1 nor a more power¬ 
ful support of his country. The resemblance of 
their manners and sentiments soon made them con¬ 
tract a strict amity with each other, which continu¬ 
ed ever after, and proved equally advantageous to 
both. Conon possessed great influence at the king 
of Persia’s court, which he em- 

A. M. 3605. ployed with that prince, by the 
Ant. J. C. 399. means of Ctesins, his physician, to 
accommodate his differences with 
his host Evagoras, and happily effected it. 

Evagoras and Conon engaged in the great design 
of subverting, or at least of reducing, the great pow¬ 
er of Sparta, which had rendered itself formidable 
to all Greece, concerted together the means for the 
attainment of that end. They were both citizens of 
Athens; the latter by birth, and the other by right 
of adoption; a privilege which great services and 
zeal for that republic had merited. 

A. M. 3606. The satraps of Asia saw with pain 

Ant. J. C. 398. their country ravaged by the Lace¬ 

daemonians, and found themselves 
in great difficulties from not being in a condition to 
make head against them. Evagoras demonstrated to 
them, that it was necessary to attack the enemy as 
w r ell by sea as land; and he contributed not a little, 
through the influence he still had with the king of 
Persia, to Conon’s being appoin- 

A. M. 3610. ted general of his fleet. The cel- 
Ant, J. C.394. ebrated victory over the Lace¬ 
daemonians at Cnidos was the 
consequence, and gave the mortal wound to that re¬ 
public. 

The Athenians, 2 in acknowledgment of the im¬ 
portant services which Evagoras and Conon hacl ren¬ 
dered them with Artaxerxes, erected statues in ho¬ 
nour of them. 

Evagoras, 3 on his side, extending his conquests 
from efty to city, endeavoured to make himself mas¬ 
ter of the whole island. The Cypriots had recourse 
to the king of Persia. That prince, alarmed by the 
rapid progress of Evagoras, the effects of which he 
apprehended, and conscious of what importance it 
was to him to prevent an island’s falling into the 
hands of an enemy, which was so favourably situated 
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for holding Asia Minor in awe, promised them an 
immediate and powerful support, without declaring 
openly, however, against Evagoras. 

Being employed elsew’here by 
more important affairs, 4 he could A. M. 3614 
not keep his w r ord with them so soon Ant. J. C. 390* 
as he expected, and had engaged. 

That war of Cyprus continued six years, and the 
success with which Evagoras supported it against the 
great king, ought to have banished from the minds 
of the Greeks all terror of the Persian name, and 
united them against the common enemy. It is true, 
the succours sent by Artaxerxes, till then, were in¬ 
considerable, as they were also the two following 
years. During all this time it was less a real w'ar, 
than a preparation for war: but 
when he had disengaged bimself A. M. 3618. 
from the Greeks, 5 ne applied to Ant. J. C. 386. 
it vigorously, and attacked Evago¬ 
ras with all his forces. 

The land army, commanded by Orontes his son-in- 
law, consisted of 300,000 men, and the fleet of 300 
galleys; of which Tirihazus, a Persian of the high¬ 
est rank and greatest reputation, was admiral. Gaos, 
his son-in-law, commanded under him. Evagoras, 
on his side, assembled as many troops and ships as 
he could; but they were a handful, in comparison 
with the formidable preparations of the Persians. 
His fleet was composed of only fourscore and ten 
galleys, and bis army scarce amounted to 20,000 men. 
As he had abundance, of light vessels, he laid snares 
for those that carried the provisions of the enemy, 
sunk a great number, took many, and prevented the 
rest from arriving; which occassioned a famine 
amongst the Persians, and gave rise to violent sedi¬ 
tions, which could only be appeased by the arrival of 
fresh convoys from Cilicia. Evagoras strengthened 
his fleet with sixty galleys, which he caused to be 
built, and fifty sent him by Achoris king of Egypt, 
with all the money and corn he could have occasion for. 

Evagoras, with his land forces, attacked immedi¬ 
ately a part of the enemy’s army, which was separate 
from the rest, and entirely routed it. This first ac¬ 
tion was soon followed by another at sea, in which 
the Persians were worsted for some time, till anima¬ 
ted by the warm reproaches and remonstrances of 
their admiral, they resumed courage, and obtained 
a complete victory. Salamis was immediately be¬ 
sieged by sea and land. Evagoras, leaving the de¬ 
fence of the city to his son Py thagoras, quitted it in 
the night with ten galleys, and sailed for Egypt, to 
engage the king to support him vigorously against 
the common enemy’. He did not obtain from him 
all the aid he expected. At his return he found the 
city in exceeding distress; and finding himself with¬ 
out resource or hope, he was obliged to capitulate. 
The proposals made to him were, that he should 
abandon all the cities of Cyprus except Salamis, 
where he should content himself to reign; that 
he should pay an annual tribute to the king, and re¬ 
main in obedience to him as a servant to a master. 
The extremity to which he was reduced, obliged him 
to accept the other conditions, hard as they were; 
but he could never resolve to comply with the last, 
and persisted always in declaring, that he could only 
treat as a king with a king. Tirihazus who com¬ 
manded the siege, would abate nothing of his pre¬ 
tensions. 

Orontes, the other general, jealous of his colleague’s 
glory, had written secretly’ to court against him, ac¬ 
cusing him, amongst other things, of forming designs 
against the king, and assigned in support of his accu¬ 
sation his continuing to hold a secret intelligence 
with the Lacedaemonians, and his manifest endeavours 
to attach to himself the chiefs of the army’, by force 
of presents, promises, and an obliging demeanour not 
natural to him. Artaxerxes, upon these letters, be¬ 
lieved he had no time to lose in stifling a conspiracy 
which he considered as ready to break out. He 
despatched orders immediately to Orontes, to seize 
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Tiribazus, and send him to court in chains, which 
was immediately pot in execution. Tiribazus, upon 
his arrival, demanded to be brought to trial in form; 
that the heads of the accusation should be communi¬ 
cated to him, and the proof and witnesses produced. 
The king, employed in other cares, had no leisure at 
that time to take"cognizance of the affair. 

Orontes, in the mean time, seeing that the besieged 
made a vigorous defence, and that the soldiers of the 
army, discontented with the removal of Tiribazus, 
quitted the service, and refused to obey him, was 
afraid affairs would take a bad turn with regard to 
himself. He therefore caused Evagoras to be spoken 
to uoderhand: the negotiation was resumed, the 
offers made at first by the latter were accepted, and 
the mortifying article, which had prevented the con¬ 
clusion of the treaty, retrenched. 

A. M. 3619. The siege was raised in conse- 
Ant. J. C. 385. quence. Evagoras continued king 
of Salamis only, and engaged to 
pay an annual tribute. 

It appears that this prince lived twelve or thirteen 
years after the conclusion of the treaty, for his death 
is dated in the year of the world 3632. His old age 
was attended with a happiness and tranquillity never 
interrupted with sickness or disease, the usual effect 
of a sober and temperate life. Nicocles, his eldest 
son, succeeded him, and inherited his virtues as well 
as throne. He celebrated his funeral with the utmost 
magnificence. The discourse, entitled Evagoras, 
composed by Isocrates to inspire the young king with 
the desire of treading in the steps of his father, and 
from which I have extracted the subsequent eulo- 
gium, served for his funeral oration. He also ad¬ 
dressed another tract to Nicocles, which bears his 
name, wherein he gives him admirable precepts for 
governing well. I shall perhaps have occasion to 
6peak further of them afterwards. 

Eulogy and character of Evagoras. 

Though Evagoras was only king of a little state, 1 
Isocrates, who was well able to judge of virtue and 
merit, compares him with the most powerful monarchs, 
and proposes him as the perfect model of a good king, 
convinced that it is not the extent of territory, but 
extent of mind and greatness of soul, that constitute 
great princes. In fact, he points out to us many 
qualities truly royal in him, and which ought to give 
us a very high idea of his merit. 

Evagoras was not of the number of those princes 
who believe, that to reign, it is sufficient to be of the 
blood-royal; and that the birth which gives a right 
to the crown, gives also the merit and qualities 
necessary for wearing it with honour. He did not 
fancy that it could be supposed, since every other 
condition and station of life made a kind of appren¬ 
ticeship necessary to succeed therein, that the art of 
reigning, the most difficult and important of all, 
should require no pains and preparation for its at¬ 
tainment. He came into the world with the most 
happy disposilions; a great fund of genius, a ready 
comprehension, a lively and quick penetration which 
nothing escaped, a solidity of judgment that imme¬ 
diately perceived what was necessary to be done; 
qualities which might seem to dispense with all study 
and application; and yet, as if he had been born 
without talents, and found himself obliged to supply 
by study what he might want by nature, he neglected 
no means for the embellishment of his mind, and de¬ 
voted a considerable part of his time in instructing 
himself, 1 in reflecting, meditating, and consulting the 
judgment and experience of others. 

When he ascended the throne, hi3 greatest care 
and application was to know mankind, in which the 
ability of a prince, and of those which are at the head 
of affairs, principally consists. He had, no doubt, 
repared himself for that science by the study of 
istory, which gives prudence by anticipation, sup¬ 
plies "the place of experience, and teaches us what 
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the men are with whom we nve, by what they have 
been in other ages. But we study men quite differ¬ 
ently in themselves; by their manners, characters, 
conduct, and actions. The love of the commonwealth 
rendered him attentive to all persons who were capa¬ 
ble of serving or hurting it. He applied bimseli to 
the discovery of their most secret inclinations and 
principles of action, and to the knowledge of their 
different talents and degress of capacity, in order to 
assign to each his proper post, to bestow authority in 
proportion to merit, and to make the private and 
public good promote each other. He neither re¬ 
warded nor punished his subjects, says Isocrates, 
from the report of others, but solely upon his own 
knowledge and experience of them; and neither the 
virtues of the good, nor the vices of the bad, escaped 
his inquiry and penetration. 

He had one quality very seldom found in those 
who possess the first rank, especially when they 
believe themselves capable of governing alone ; I 
mean, a wonderful docility ana attention to the 
opinion of others, which arose from a diffidence in 
his own abilities. With his great penetration, it did 
not seem necessary for him to have recourse to the 
counsel of others; yet he nevertheless made no reso¬ 
lution, and formed no enterprise, without having first 
consulted the wise persons he had placed about him 
in his court: instead of which, pride and presumption, 
the latent poison of sovereign power, incline the 
greatest part of those who arrive at thrones, either to 
ask no counsel at all, or not to follow it when they do. 

Intent upon discovering what was excellent in every 
form of government and private condition of life, he 
proposed the uniting of all their best qualities and 
advantages in himself: affable and popular as in a 
republican state; grave and serious as in the council 
of the elders and senators; steady and decisive, after 
mature deliberation, as in a monarchy; a profound 
politician by the extent and rectitude of his views; an 
accomplished warrior, from intrepid valour in battle 
directed by a wise moderation; a good father, a good 
relation, a good friend, and, what crowns his eulogy, 
in every circumstance of his character, 3 always great, 
and always a king. 

He supported his dignity and rank, not by an air of 
pride anc! haughtiness, but by a serenity of aspect, 
and a mild and easy majesty, resulting from innate 
virtue, and the testimony of a good conscience. He 
won the hearts of his friends by his liberality, and 
conquered others by a greatness of soul, to which 
they could not refuse their esteem and admiration. 

But what was most royal in him, and attracted the 
entire confidence of his subjects, neighbours, and 
even enemies, was his sincerity, faith, and regard to 
all his engagements; and his hatred, or rather de¬ 
testation, lor all disguise, falsehood, and fraud. A 
single word from him had as much regard paid to it 
as the most sacred oath; and it was universally 
known, that nothing was capable of inducing him to 
violate it in the least circumstance whatever. 

It was by all these excellent qualities that he effec¬ 
tually reformed the city of Salamis, and entirely 
changed its appearance in a very short time. He 
found it gross, savage, and barbarous, without any 
taste either for learning, commerce, or arms. What 
cannot a prince do that loves his people, and is be¬ 
loved by them; who believes himself great and pow¬ 
erful only to render them happy; and knows how to 
set a just value upon, and do honour to, their labours, 
industry, and merit of every kind! He had not been 
many years upon the throne, before arts, sciences, 
commerce, navigation, and military discipline, were 
seen to flourish at Salamis; insomuch that that city 
did not give place to the most opulent of Greece. 

Isocrates often repeats, that in the praises which he 
gives Evagoras, of which I have only extracted a part, 
far from exaggerating any thing, he always falls short 
of truth. To what can we attribute a reign so wise, so 
just, so moderate, so constantly employed in render¬ 
ing his subjects happy, and in promoting the public 
good? The condition of Evagoras before he came 
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to govern, seems to me to have contributed very 
much to it. The being born a prince, and the never 
having experienced any other condition than that of 
master and sovereign, are, in my opinion, great ob¬ 
stacles to the knowledge and practice of the duties 
of that high station. Evagoras, who came into the 
world under a tyrant, had long obeyed before he 
commanded. He had borne in a private and depen¬ 
dent life the yoke of an absolute and despotic power. 
He had seen himself exposed to envy and calumny, 
and had been in danger on account of his merit and 
virtue. Such a prince had only to be told, upon his 
ascending the throne, what was said to a great em¬ 
peror: 1 * “You have not always been what you now 
are. Adversity has prepared you to make a good 
use of power. You have lived long amongst us, and 
like us. You have been in danger under bad princes. 
You have trembled for yourself, and known by ex¬ 
perience how virtue and innocence have been treat¬ 
ed.” a What he had personally suffered, what he 
had feared for himself or others, what he had seen 
unjust and unreasonable in the conduct of his prede¬ 
cessors, had opened his eyes, and taught him all his 
duty. It sufficed to tell him, what the emperor Galba 
told Piso, when he adopted him for his associate in 
the empire: “Remember what you condemned or 
applauded in princes, when you were a private man. 
You have only to consult the judgment you then 
passed upon them, and to act conformably to it, in 
order to acquire full instruction in the art of reign¬ 
ing well.” 3 

Trial of Tiribuzus. 

We have already said that Tiribazus, 4 having been 
accused by Orontes of forming a conspiracy against 
the king, had been sent to court in chains. Gaos, 
admiral of the fleet, who had married his daughter, 
apprehending that Artaxerxes would involve him in 
the affair witn his father-in-law, and cause him to be 
put to death upon mere suspicion, conceived he had 
no other means for his security than open revolt. He 
was very well beloved by the soldiers, and all the 
officers of the fleet were particularly attached to him. 
Without loss of time he sent deputies to Achoris, 
king of Egypt, and concluded a league with him 
against the king of Persia. On the other side, he 
warmly solicited the Lacedaemonians to come into 
that league, with assurances of making them mas¬ 
ters of all Greece, and of establishing universally 
their form of government, at which they had long 
seemed to aspire. They hearkened favourably to 
these proposals, and embraced with joy this occasion 
of taking arms against Artaxerxes; the rather be¬ 
cause the peace which they had a short time before 
concluded with him, by which they had given up the 
Greeks of Asia, had covered them with sname. 

As soon as Artaxerxes had put an end to the war 
of Cyprus, 5 he thought of concluding also the affair 
of Tiribazus. He had the justice to appoint for that 
purpose, as commissioners, three of the greatest no¬ 
blemen of Persia, of distinguished probity, and of the 
highest reputation in his court. The affair came to 
an examination and a hearing on both sides. For so 
considerable a crime, as that of having conspired 
against the king’s person, no other proofs were pro¬ 
duced than the letter of Orontes; that is to say, of a 
declared enemy, studious to supplant his rival. Oron¬ 
tes was in hopes, from his credit at court, that the 
affair would not have been discussed in the usual 
forms, and that upon the memorial sent by him the 
accused would have been condemned without farther 
examination. But this was not the custom with the 
Persians. By an anciently established regulation, to 

* Trajao. 
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which, amongst other privileges, they had a right by 
birth, no person was ever to be condemned, without 
being first heard and confronted with his accusers. 
This was granted to Tiribazus, who answered to all 
the articles of the letter. As to his connivance with 
Evagoras, the very treaty concluded by Orontes was 
his apology; as it was absolutely the same as that 
prince had proposed to him, except one condition, 
which would have done honour to his master. As to 
his intelligence with the Lacedaemonians, the glorious 
treaty he had made them sign sufficiently explained, 
whether his own or the king’s interests were bis mo¬ 
tives for it. lie did not deny his credit in the army; 
but how long, he inquired, had it been a crime to be 
beloved by the officers and soldiers? and he concluded 
his defence, by representing the long services he had 
rendered the king with inviolable fidelity; and espe¬ 
cially his good fortune in having formerly saved nis 
life, when he was hunting, and in great danger of 
being devoured by two lions. The three commis¬ 
sioners were unanimous in declaring Tiribazus inno¬ 
cent. The king restored him to his former favour, 
and, justly enraged at the black design of Orontes, 
let the whole weight of his indignationfall upon him. 
A single example of this kind against informers con¬ 
victed of falsehood, would for ever shut the door 
against calumny. IIow many innocents have been 
destroyed for want of observing this rule, which even 
the Pagans considered as the basis of all justice, and 
the guardian of the public tranquillity. 

SECTION VII —THE EXPEDITION OF ARTAXERXES 

AGAINST THE CADUSIANS. HISTORY OF DAT AMES 

THE CARIAN. 

When Artaxerxes had terminated the Cyprian 
war. 6 he entered upon another against the Cadusians, 
who, it is probable, had revolted, and refused to pay 
the customary tribute; for authors say nothing as to 
the occasion of this war. Those people inhabited 
part of the mountains situate between the Euxine 
and Caspian seas, in the north of Media. The soil 
is there so ungrateful, and so little proper for cultiva¬ 
tion, that no corn is sowed upon it. The people 
subsisted almost entirely upon apples, pears, and 
other fruits of that kind. Inured from their infancy 
to a hard and laborious life, they looked upon dan¬ 
gers and fatigues as nothing; and for (hat reason 
were well calculated for soldiers. The king marched 
against them in person at the head of an army of 
three hundred thousand foot and ten thousand horse. 
Tiribazus attended him in this expedition. 

Artaxerxes had not advanced far into the country 
when his army suffered extremely by famine. The 
troops could find nothing to subsist upon; and it was 
impossible to bring provisions from other places, as 
the roads were difficult and impracticable. The 
whole camp were reduced to eat their beasts of bur¬ 
den; and these soon became so scarce, that an ass’s 
head was valued at sixty drachmas, 7 and was very 
hard to be got at that price. The king’s table itself 
began to fall short, aod only a few horses remained, 
the rest having been entirely consumed. 

In this melancholy conjuncture,Tiribazus contrived 
a stratagem which savecl the king and army. The 
Cadusians had two kings, who were encamped sepa¬ 
rately with their troops. Tiribazus, who took care to 
be informed of all that passed, had been apprized that 
there was some misunderstanding between them, and 
that their jealousy of each other prevented their acting 
in concert, as they ought to have done. After having 
communicated his design to Artaxerxes, he went him¬ 
self to one of the kings, and despatched his son to 
the other. They each of them informed the king to 
whom they applied, that the other had sent ambassa¬ 
dors to treat with Artaxerxes privately, and advised 
him to lose no time, but to make his peace directly, 
in order that the conditions of it might be the more 
advantageous ; promising to assist them with their 
whole credit. The fraud succeeded. The Pagans 
thought it might allowably be used with enemies. 8 


e Plut. in Arlax. p. 1023, 1024. * Thirty livres. 

* Dolus an virtue, quis in hoste,requirat? Virgil , 





PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


379 


Ambassadors set out from both princes respectively* 
from the one with Tiribazus, and from the other with 
his son. 

As this double negociation lasted some time, Ar¬ 
taxerxes began to suspect Tiribazus; and his ene¬ 
mies, taking that opportunity, forgot nothing to his 
prejudice that might ruin him in the king’s opinion. 
That prince nlready repented the confidence he had 
reposed in him, and thereby gave room for those who 
envied him to vent their calumnies and invectives. 
Upon what does the fortune of the most faithful sub- 
*ects depend with a credulous and suspicious prince! 

Vhilst this passed, arrived Tiribazus on his side, and 
his son on the other, each with ambassadors from the 
Cadusians. The treaty being concluded with both 
parties, and the peace made, Tiribazus became more 
powerful than ever in his master’s favour, and re¬ 
turned with him. 

The king's behaviour in this march was much ad¬ 
mired. Neither the gold with which he was covered, 
nor his purple robes, nor the jewels that glittered all 
over him, and were worth 36,000,000 of livres, 1 pre¬ 
vented his taking an equal share in the whole fatigue 
with the meanest soldier. He was seen, with his 
quiver at his back and his shield on his arms, to dis¬ 
mount from his horse, and march foremost in those 
rugged and difficult roads. The soldiers, observing 
his patience and fortitude, and animated by his exam¬ 
ple, became so light, that they seemed rather to fly 
than walk. At length he arrived at one of his palaces, 
where the gardens were kept in admirable order, and 
there was a park of great extent and well planted, 
which was the more surprising, as the whole country 
about it was entirely naked, and bore no kind of trees. 
As it was the depth of winter, and the cold was ex¬ 
cessive, he gave the soldiers permission to cut down 
the wood in this park, without sparing the finest trees, 
either pines or cypresses. But the soldiers not being 
able to resolve to fell timber of such exceeding beauty 
and stateliness, the king took an axe, and began by 
cutting the finest and largest tree himself; after which 
the troops bad no farther scruples, but cut down all 
the wood they wanted, and kindled as many fires as 
were necessary to enable them to pass the night 
without any inconvenience. When we reflect how 
much value noblemen generally set upon their gar¬ 
dens and houses of pleasure, we must feel pleased 
with Artaxerxes’s generosity in making this sacrifice, 
which argued great goodness of heart, and a sensi¬ 
bility for the distresses and sufferings of his soldiers. 
But he did not always support that character. 

The king had lost in this enterprize a great number 
of his best troops, and almost all his horses: and as 
he imagined that he was despised upon that account 
and the ill success of his expedition, he became very 
much out of humour with the grandees of his court, 
and put to death a great number of them in the emo¬ 
tions of his wrath, and more out of distrust, and the 
fear of their attempting something against him. For 
fear in a suspicious prince is a very destructive and 
bloody passion; whereas true courage is gentle, hu¬ 
mane, and averse to all jealousy and suspicion. 

One of the principal officers that perished in this 
expedition against the Cadusians,* was Camisares, 
by nation a Carian, and governor of Leuco-Syria, a 
province enclosed between Cilicia and Cappadocia. 
His son Datames succeeded him in that government, 
which was given him in consideration of the good 
services be had also rendered the king in the same 
expedition. He was the greatest captain of his time; 
and Cornelius Nepos, who has given us his life, pre¬ 
fers Amilcar and Hannibal alone to him, amongst the 
barbarians. It appears from this life, that no one 
ever excelled him in boldness, valour, and ability in 
inventing schemes and stratagems, in activity in the 
execution of his designs, in presence of mind to de¬ 
cide instantly, and to find resources upon the most 
desperate occasions; in a word, in every thing that 
regards the science of war. It seems that nothing 
was wanting to his having acquired a more illustrious 


* l.welve thousand talents. 

* Corn. Ncp. in vit. Datamis. .3 **■ 


name, than a more spacious theatre, and perhaps an 
historian who would have given a more minute nar¬ 
rative of his exploits. For Cornelius Nepos, accord¬ 
ing to his general plan, could not relate them other¬ 
wise than in a very succinct manner. 

He began to distinguish himself particularly by the 
execution of a commission that was given him to re¬ 
duce Thyus, a very powerful prince, and governor of 
Paphlagonia, who had revolted against the king. As 
he was his near relation, he thought it incumbent 
upon him at first to try the methods of lenity and con¬ 
ciliation, which almost cost him his life, through the 
treachery of Thyus, by the ambuscades, he laid for 
him. Having escaped so great a danger, he attacked 
him with open force; though he saw himself aban¬ 
doned by Ariobarzanes, satrap of Lydia, Ionia, and 
all Phrygia, whom jealousy prevented from giving 
him aid. He took his enemy prisoner, with his wife 
and children; and knowing with what joy the king 
would receive the news, he endeavoured to make it 
the more sensibly felt by the pleasure of a surprise. 
He set out with his illustrious prisoner, without giv¬ 
ing the court any advice, and made long marches, to 
prevent its being known by report before his arrival. 
When he came to Susa, he equipped Thyus in a very 
singular manner. He was a man of a very tall stature, 
of a haggard and terrible aspect, a black complexion, 
with the hair of his head and beard very long. He 
dressed him in a magnificent habit, put a collar and 
bracelets of gold about his neck and arms, and added 
to this equipage all the ornaments of a king, as in 
fact he was. For himself, in the coarse habit of a 
peasant, and clad like a hunter, armed with a club 
in his right hand, be led Thyus in his left in a leash, 
like a wild beast that had been taken in the toils. 
The novelty of the sight drew the whole city after 
it; but nobody was so much surprised and pleased as 
the king, when he saw them approach in that pleasant 
masquerade. The rebellion of a prince, very power¬ 
ful in his country, had given Artaxerxes great and 
just alarm, and he did not expect to have seen him 
so soon in his hands. So sudden and successful an 
execution gave him a higher opinion than ever of the 
merit of Datames. 

To express his sense of it, he gave him an equal 
share in the command of the army designed against 
Egypt, with Pharnabazus and Tithraustes, the two 
principal persons in the state, and even appointed 
him general in chief when he recalled Pharnabazus. 

When he was upon the point of setting out for that 
expedition, Artaxerxes ordered him to march directly 
against Aspis, who had made the country where he 
commanded in the neighbourhood of Cappadocia re¬ 
volt. The commission was of little importance for 
an officer who had been appointed general, and be¬ 
sides very dangerous, because it was necessary to go 
in quest of the enemy in a very remote country. The 
king soon perceived his error, and countermanded 
him: but Datames had set out directly with a hand¬ 
ful of men, and marched night and day, judging that 
diligence alone, and not a great number of troops, 
was all that was necessary to surprise and vanquish 
the enemy. It happened according to his expecta¬ 
tion, and the couriers despatched by the king, met 
Aspis in chains upon the road to Susa. 

Nothing ivas talked of at the court but Datames. 
No one knew which to admire most, his ready obe¬ 
dience, his wise and enterprising bravery, or his ex¬ 
traordinary success. So glorious a reputation gave 
offence to the courtiers in power. Enemies ia secret 
to each other, and divided by a contrariety of inte¬ 
rests, and a competition in their pretensions, they 
united together against a superior merit which re¬ 
proached their defects, and was therefore a crime in 
their acceptation. They conspired to ruin him in the 
king’s opinion, and succeeded but too well. As they 
besieged him perpetually, and he was not upon his 
guard against persons who appeared so well affected 
to his service, they inspired him with jealousy and 
suspicion, against tne most zealous and faithful of his 
officers. 

An intimate friend of Datames, who held one of 
the highest posts at the court, apprized him of what 
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was passing 1 , and of the conspiracy which had been 
formed against him, and had already rendered the king 
disaffected towards him. He represented to him, 1 
that if the Egyptian expedition, with which he was 
charged, should take a bad turn, he would find himself 
exposed to great dangers: that it was the custom of 
kings to attribute good successes to themselves and 
their auspicious fortune only, and to impute the bad 
to the faults of their generals, and to make them re¬ 
sponsible for these at the peril of their heads: that he 
ran the greater risk, as all that were about the king’s 
person and had any ascendant over him, were his de¬ 
clared enemies, and had sworn his destruction.^ 

Upon this advice, Datames resolved to quit the 
king’s service, though without doing any thing hither¬ 
to contrary to the fidelity which he owed him. He 
left the command of the army to Mandrocles of Mag¬ 
nesia, departed with his own troops to Cappadocia, 
seized Paphlagonia, which joined it, allied himself 
secretly with Ariobarzanes, raised troops, took posses¬ 
sion of the fortresses, and pul good garrisons in them. 
He received advice, that the Pisidians were arming 
against him. lie did not wait their attack, but made 
his army march thither under the command of his 
youngest son, who had the misfortune to be killed in 
a battle. However livelv the father’s affliction might 
be upon that occasion, Re concealed his death, lest 
the bad news should discourage his troops. When 
he approached near the enemy, his first care was to 
take possession of an advantageous post. Mithro- 
barzanes, 2 his father-in-law, who commanded the 
horse, believing his son entirely ruined, determined 
to go over to the enemy. Datames, without concern 
or emotion, caused a rumour to be spread throughout 
the army, that it was only a feint concerted between 
him and his father-in-law, and followed him close, as 
if he designed to put his troops into a disposition for 
charging the enemy in two different quarters. The 
stratagem had all the success he expected from it. 
When they joined battle, Mithrobarzanes was trea¬ 
ted as an enemy on both sides, and cut to pieces 
with his troops. The army of the Pisidians was put 
to flight, and left Datames master of the field, and of 
all the rich booty found in the camp of the conquered. 

Datames had not till then declared openly against 
the king, the actions we have related beiug only 
against governors, with whom he might have parti¬ 
cular differences, which, as we have observed before, 
was common enough. His own eldest son, called 
Scismas, made himself his accuser, and discovered 
his whole designs to the king. Artaxerxes was highly 
alarmed. He knew all the merit of this new enemy, 
ancl that he did not engage in any enterprise without 
having maturely considered all its consequences, and 
taken the necessary measures to secure its success; 
and that hitherto the execution had always corres¬ 
ponded with the wisdom of his projects. He sent an 
army against him into Cappadocia of almost 200,000 
men, ot which 20,000 were horse, all commanded by 
Autophradates. The troops of Datames did not 
amount to the twentieth part of the king’s; so that 
he had no resource but in himself, the valour of his 
soldiers, and the happy situation of the post he had 
chosen. For in that consisted his chief excellence; 
never captain having better known how to take his 
advantages and choose his ground, when he was to 
draw up an army in battle. 

His army, as I have observed, was far inferior to 
that of the enemy. He had posted himself in a situa¬ 
tion where they could not surround him; where, upon 
the least movement they made, he could attack them 
with very considerable advantage; and where, had 
they resolved to fight, their odas in number would 
have been absolutely useless to them. Autophradates 


i Docet eum ma^no fore in periculo, siquid, illo imperante, 
in jEgypto adversi accidissct. Namque earn esse consue- 
tudinem regum, ut casus adversus hominibus tribuant, 
Becnndos fortunae sum; quo facile fieri, ut impcllantur ad 
eorura perniciem, quorum ductu res malfi gestae nuncientur. 
Ilium hoc majore fore in discrimine, quod, quibus rex 
maxime obediat, eos habent iuiinicissimos. Cor. N ep, 

? Diod. 1. xv. p. 3 r J9. 


well knew, that according to all the rules of war, hfc 
ought not to hazard a battle in such a conjuncture: 
but he observed at the same time, that it would be 
disgraceful for him, with so numerous an army, to 
retreat, or to continue any longer in inaction before 
a handful of enemies. He therefore gave the signal. 
The first attack was rude; but the troops of Auto¬ 
phradates soon gave way, and were entirely routed. 
The victor pursued them for some time with great 
slaughter. There were only 1000 men killed on the 
side of Datames. 

Several battles, or rather skirmishes, were fought 
afterwards, in which the latter was always victorious; 
because, perfectly knowing the country, and succeed¬ 
ing especially in stratagems of war, he always posted 
himself advantageously, and engaged the enemy in 
difficult ground, from whence they could not extri¬ 
cate, themselves without loss. Autophradates seeing 
all his endeavours ineffectual,and his supplies entirely 
exhausted, and despairing of ever being able to sub¬ 
ject by force so artful and valiant an enemy, suggested 
an accommodation, and proposed to him the being 
restored to the king’s favour upon honourable condi¬ 
tions. Datames was not ignorant that there was little 
security for him in such a choice, because princes are 
seldom reconciled in earnest with a subject who has 
failed in his obedience, and to whom they see them¬ 
selves in some sort obliged to submit. However, as 
despair alone had hurried him into the revolt, and 
he had always retained at heart sentiments of zeal and 
affection for his prince, he joyfully accepted offers 
which would put an end to the violent condition in 
which his misfortune had engaged him, and afford 
him the means of returning to his duty, and of em¬ 
ploying his talents for the service of the prince to 
whom they were due. He promised to send deputies 
to the king; upon which ensued a cessation of arms, 
and Autophradates retired into Phrygia, which ivus 
his government. 

Datames was not deceived. Artaxerxes, furiously 
enraged against him, had changed the esteem and 
affection which he formerly professed for him, into 
an implacable hatred. Finding himself incapable of 
conquering him by force of arms, he was not ashamed 
to employ artifice and treachery; means unworthy 
every man of honour, and how much more so of a 
prince! He hired several murderers to assassinate 
nim; but Datames was so happy as to escape their 
ambuscades. At length Milhridates, the son of Ario¬ 
barzanes, to whom the kiug had made magnificent 
promises, if he could deliver him from so formidable 
au enemy, having insinuated himself into his friend¬ 
ship, and having long treated him witli all the marks 
of the most entire fidelity, in order to acquire his con¬ 
fidence, look the advantage of a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity when lie was alone, and stabbed him with his 
sword before he was in a condition to defend himself. 

Thus fell this great captain in the snares of a pre¬ 
tended friendship, 3 who had always made it a point 
of honour to observe the most inviolable fidelity 
towards those with whom he had any engagements. 
Happy had he always piqued himself also upon be¬ 
ing as faithful a subject as be was a true friend; and 
if he had not, in the latter part of his life, sullied 
the lustre of his heroic qualities by the ill use he 
made of them; which neither the fear of disgrace, 
the injustice of those who envied him, the ingrati¬ 
tude of his master for the services he had ren¬ 
dered him, nor any other pretext, could sufficiently 
authorize. 

I am surprised that, worthy as he was, from his 
uncommon virtues, of being compared to the great¬ 
est persons of antiquity, his merit has remained in a 
manner buried in silence and oblivion. His great 
actions and exploits are however worthy of being 
preserved in history. For it is in such small bodies 
of troops as those of Datames, where every energy 
is exerted, where prudence directs, and where chance 
has no share, that the abilities of a general appear in 
their full light. 


a Ita vir, qut multos consilio, neminera perfidia, ceperat 
simulata captus est amicitia. Cor. Nep 







THE 


ANCIENT HISTORY 


OF THE 


PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


BOOK IX. CONTINUED. 


CHAPTER IV. 

HISTORY OF SOCRATES ABRIDGED. 

As the death of Socrates is one of the most con¬ 
siderable events of antiquity, I think it incumbent 
on me to treat that subject with all the extent it 
deserves. With this view I shall go somewhat back, 
in order to give the reader a just idea of this Prince 
of Philosophers. 

Two authors will supply me principally with what 
I have to say upon the subject:—Plato and Xeno¬ 
phon, both disciples of Socrates. It is to them that 
posterity is indebted for many of his discourses (as 
that philosopher left nothing in writing, 1 ) and for 
an ample account of all the circumstances of his 
condemnation and death. Plato was an eye-witness 
of the whole, and relates, in his Apology, the man¬ 
ner of Socrates’s accusation and defence; in his 
Crito, his refusal to make his escape out of prison; 
in his PliSBclon, his admirable discourse upon the im¬ 
mortality of the soul, w’hich was immediately follow¬ 
ed by his death. Xenophon was absent at that time, 
and upon his return to his native country, after the 
expedition of the younger Cyrus against his brother 
Artaxerxes: so that he wrote his Apology of Socra¬ 
tes only from the report of others; but his actions 
end discourses in his four books of memorable things, 
he repeats from his own knowledge. Diogenes Laer¬ 
tius has given us the life of Socrates, but in a very dry 
and abridged manner. 

SECTION I— BIRTH OF SOCRATES. HE APPLIES 
AT FIRST TO SCULPTURE; THEN TO THF. STUDY 
OF THE SCIENCES : HIS WONDERFUL PROGRESS IN 
THEM. HIS TASTE FOR MORAL PHILOSOPHY: HIS 
MANNER OF LIVING, AND SUFFERINGS FROM TIIE 
ILL HUMOUR OF HIS WIFE. 

Socrates was born at Athens, 
A.M. 3533. in the fourth year of the seventy- 
Ant. J. C. 471. seventh Olympiad. 2 His father 
Sopbroniscus, was a sculptor, and 
his mother Phaenarete a midwife. Hence we may 
observe, that meanness of birth is no obstacle to true 
merit, in which alone solid glory and real nobility 
consist. It appears from the comparisons which 
Socrates often used in his discourses, that he was 
neither ashamed of his father’s nor mother’s profes¬ 
sion. He was surprised that a sculptor should em¬ 
ploy his whole attention to fashion an insensible 
stone into the likeness of a man, 3 and that a man 
should take so little pains not to resemble an insen¬ 
sible stone. He would often say,4 that he exercised 
the function of a midwife with regard to the mind, 
in making it bring forth all its thoughts; and this 


* Socraies, cujus ingenium vnriosque sermnnes immnr- 
talitati scriptis suis Plato tradidit, literara nullaui reliquit 
Cic. dc Orat. I. iii. n. 57. 

a Diog. Lacrt. in. Poc. p. 100. 

* Diog. Laert. in Soc. p. 110. 

4 Plat, in Theatet. p. 149, See. 


was indeed the peculiar talent of Socrates. He 
treated subjects in so simple,.natural, and clear an 
order, that he made those with whom he disputed 
say what he wished, and find an answer themselves 
to all the questions he proposed to them. He at 
first learned k ’13 father’s trade, in which he made 
himself very expert. In the time of Pausanias. 5 
there was a Mercury and the Graces still to be seen 
at Athens of his workmanship; and it is to be pre¬ 
sumed, these statues would not have found a place 
among those of the greatest masters in the art, if 
they had not been thought worthy of it. 

Crito is reported to have taken him out of his 
father’s shop, 6 from admiration of his line genius, 
and the opinion he entertained that it was inconsist¬ 
ent for a youg man, capable of the greatest things, 
to continue perpetually employed upon stone with a 
chisel in his hand. He was the disciple of Arche- 
laus, who conceived a great affection for him. Arche- 
laus had been pupil to Anaxagoras, a very celebra¬ 
ted philosopher. His first study was physics, the 
works of nature, ?.nd the motions of the heavens, 
stars, and planets, according to the custom of those 
times, wherein only that part of philosophy was 
known; and Xenophon assures us that he was very 
well acquainted with it. 7 But alter having found, by 
ills own experience 8 how difficult, abstruse, and intri¬ 
cate, and, at the same time, of how little use that 
kind of learning w T as to tile generality of mankind, 
he was the first, as Cicero remarks, who conceived 
the thought of bringing down philosophy from hea¬ 
ven, to place it in cities, and introduce it into pri¬ 
vate houses; humanizing it, if I may use that ex¬ 
pression, and rendering it more familiar, more use¬ 
ful in common life, more within the reach of man’s 
capacity, and applying it solely to what might 
make them more rational, just, and virtuous. He 
thought it was a sort of foil}' to devote the whole 
vivacity of his mind, 9 and employ all his time, in 
inquiries merely curious, and involved in impene¬ 
trable darkness, and absolutely incapable of contri¬ 
buting to the happiness of mankind; whilst he ne¬ 
glected to inform himself in the ordinary duties of 
life, and to learn what is conformable, or opposite 
to piety, justice, and probity; in what fortitude, 
temperance, and wisdom consist ; what is the end 
of all government, what the rules of it, and what 
qualities are necessary for commanding and ruling 


* Paus. 1. ix. p.596. • Diog. p. 101. 

7 Lib. iv. Memorab. p. 710, "5 

* Socrates primus pbilosophiam devocavit e coelo, ut in ur- 
bibus collocavit, et in domos ctium introduxit, et coegit de 
vita et moribus. rebusque bunis et malis qujerere. Cic. Tusc . 
Quast. I. v. 11 . 10. 

Sncrales mihi videtur, id quod constat inter omnes, primus 
ft rebusoceullis, et ab ipsa mitura, involutis, in quihus om¬ 
nes ante eutn pliilosophi occupati fucrunl, avocavisse philo- 
sophiarp, et ad vitam com mu neon ndduxisse; nt de virluti- 
bus el vitiis, omninoque de bonis rebus el malis qutercret; 
cceleslia aulem vel procul esse h nostra engnitione censeret, 
vel si maximS cognira essent, nihil tamen ad bene vivendum 
conferra. Cic . /lead. Quasi. I. i. n. 15 

s Xenopli. Mernurab. I, i. p. 710. 
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well. We shall see in the sequel the use he made of 
this study. 

It was so far from preventing his discharging the 
duties of a good citizen, that it was the means of mak¬ 
ing him the more observant of them. He bore arms, 
as did all the people of Athens; but with more pure 
and elevated motives. He made many campaigns, 
was present in many actions, and always distinguish¬ 
ed himself by his valour and fortitude. He was seen, 
towards the end of his life, giving in the senate, of 
which he was a member, the most shining proofs of 
his zeal for justice, without being intimidated by the 
greatest present dangers. 

He had accustomed himself early to a sober, se¬ 
vere, laborious life; without which it seldom hap¬ 
pens, that men are capable of discharging the great¬ 
est part of the duties of good citizens. It is diffi¬ 
cult to carry the contempt of riches and the love of 
poverty farther than he did. He looked upon it as 
a divine perfection to be in want of nothing: 1 and be¬ 
lieved, that the less we are contented with, the near¬ 
er we approach to the Divinity. Seeing the pomp 
and show displayed by luxury in certain ceremonies, 2 
and the infinite quantity of gold and silver employed 
in them: “ How many things,” said he, congratulating 
himself on his condition, “do I not want !”— Quan- 
iis none geo! 

His father left him fourscore mince. 3 that is to saj', 
about two hundred pounds, which he lent to one of 
his friends who had occasion for that sum. But the 
affairs of that friend having taken an ill-turn, he lost 
the whole, and suffered that misfortune w'ith such 
indifference, and tranquillity, that he did not so much 
as complain of it. We find in Xenophon’s (Econo¬ 
mics, 4 that his whole estate amounted to no more 
than five mince, or twelve pounds. The richest per¬ 
sons of Athens were among his friends, who could 
never prevail upon him to accept any share of their 
wealth. When he was in want of any thing, he 
was not ashamed to declare it: “ If 1 had money,” 5 
said he, one day in an assembly of friends, “ I should 
buy me a cloak.” He did not address himself to any 
body in particular, but contented bimself with that 
eneral information. His disciples contended forthe 
ononrof making him this small preseot; which was 
being too slow, says Seneca; their own observation 
ought to have anticipated both the want and the 
demand. 

lie generously refused the offers and presents of 
Archelaus, king of Macedonia, who was desirous of 
having him at his court; adding, that he could not 
go to a man who could give him more than it was in 
liis power to return. Another philosopher does not 
approve this answer. “ Would it have been making 
a prince a small return,” says Seneca, “ to undeceive 
him in his false ideas of grandeur and magnificence; 
to inspire him with a contempt for riches; to show 
him the right use of them; to instruct him in the 
great art of reigning; in a word, to teach him how to 
live, and how to die! But,” continues Seneca, “the 
true reason which prevented his going to the court 
of that prince, was, that he did not think it consis¬ 
tent for him to seek a voluntary servitude, whose li¬ 
berty even a free city could not tolerate.” Noluit 
ire ad voluntariam servitutam is cujus libertatcm 
civitas libera ferre non potuit. 6 

The peculiar austerity of his life did not render 
him gloomy and morose. 7 as was common enough 
with the philosophers of those times. In company 
and conversation he was always gay and facetious, 8 
and the life and soul of the entertainment. Though 


i Xenoph. Memorab. 1. i. p. 731. 

a Soeraies in pompa, cum magna vis auri argentique fer- 
retur ;Cluam mulia non desidero, inquit! Cic. Tusc. Quast. 
1 . v. 

a Liban.in Apolog. Socrat. p. 640. 

4 Xenoph. CEoon. p. 822. 

5 Socrates amicis audientibus: Emissem, inquit, pallium, 
si nummos haberem. Neminem poposcit, omnes admonuit. 
A quo accipere.t. ambitus fuit. — Post hoc quisquis pro- 

raverii. serd dat ; jam Socrati defuit. Senec. de Bencf, 
vii. e. 24. 

• Senec. de Benef. 1. v. c. 6. *» Xenoph. in Conviv. 

* -Elian. I. iv. e, 11. and 1. ix. c. 35. 


he was very poor, he piqued himself upon the neat¬ 
ness of his person and house, and could not endure 
the ridiculous affectation of Antisthenes, who al¬ 
ways wore dirty and ragged clothes. He told him 
once, that through the holes in his cloak, and the 
rest of his tatters, abundance of vanity might be 
discerned. 

One of the most distinguishing qualities of Socrates, 
was a tranquillity of soul, that no accident, no loss, no 
injury, no ill treatment, could ever alter. Some have 
believed, that he was by nature hasty and passionate, 
and that the moderation, to which he had attained, 
was the effect of his reflections, and of the efforts he 
had made to subdue and correct himself; which would 
still add to his merit. Seneca tells us, 9 that he had 
desired his friends to apprize him whenever they saiv 
him ready to fall into a passion, and that he had given 
them that privilege over him, which he took himself 
with them. Indeed, the best time to call in aid 
against a passion, which has so violent and sudden 
a power over us, is when we are yet ourselves, 
and in cool blood. 10 At the first signal, the least 
hint, he either softened his tone, or was silent. Find¬ 
ing himself exasperated against a slave, I would beat 
you , says he, if I were not angry .— Ccedeiem ie , nisi 
irascerer . n Having received a box on the ear, he 
contented himself with only saying, with a smile; 
It is a misfortune not to know when to put on a 
helmet. 12 

Without going out of his own house, he found 
enough to exercise his patience in all it 5 * extent, 
Xantippe, his wife, put it 'to the severest proofs by 
her capricious, passionate, violent disposition. D 
seems that, before he took her for his companion, he 
was not ignorant of her character; and he says him¬ 
self in Xenophon, that he had expressly chosen 
her, 13 from the conviction, that if he should be capa¬ 
ble of bearing her insults there would be nobody, 
though ever so difficult to endure, with whom he 
could not live. If this was the view with which he 
married her, it was certainly fully answered. Never 
was a woman of so violent and fantastical a spirit, 
and so bad a temper. There was no kind of abuse 
or injurious treatment, which he had not to experi¬ 
ence from her. She would sometimes be transpor¬ 
ted with such an excess of rage, as to tear otl his 
cloak in the open street) 14 and even one day, after 
having vented all the reproaches her fury could sug¬ 
gest, she emptied a pot of foul water upon his head: 
at which he only laughed, and said, That so much 
thunder must needs produce a shower. 

Some ancient authors write, that Socrates married 
a second wife, 15 named Myrto, who was the grand¬ 
daughter of Aristides the Just, and that he suffered 
exceedingly from them both, as they were continually 
quarrelling with each other, and never agreed, but in 
loading him with reproaches, and offering him the 
grossest insults. They pretend that, during the Pe¬ 
loponnesian war, after tne pestilence had swept off 
great part of the Athenians, a decree was made, 
whereby, to retrieve the sooner the ruins of the re¬ 
public, each citizen was permitted to have two wives 
at the same time, and that Socrates took the benefit 
of this new law. Those authors found this circum¬ 
stance solely upon a passage in a treatise on nobility, 
ascribed to Aristotle. But, besides that, according to 
Plutarch himself, Panaetius, a very grave author, has 
fully refuted this opinion, neither Plato nor Xeno¬ 
phon, who were well acquainted with all that related 
to their master, say any thing of this second mar¬ 
riage of Socrates; and, on another side, Thucydides, 
Xenophon, aod Diodorus Siculus, who have treated 
at large all the particulars of the Peloponnesian war, 
are alike silent in regard to the pretended decree of 
Athens, which permitted bigamy. We may see, in 
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the first volume of the memoirs of the Academy of 
Belles Lettres, a dissertation of Monsieur Hardion’s 
upon this subject; wherein he demonstrates, that the 
second marriage of Socrates, and the decree respect¬ 
ing bigamy, are supposititious facts. 

SECTION II. — OF THE D2EM0N, OR FAMILIAR 
SPIRIT OF SOCRATES. 

OUR knowledge of Socrates would be defective if 
we knew nothing of the Genius, which he pretended, 
assisted him with its counsel and protection in the 
greatest part of his actions. It is not agreed amongst 
authors what this Genius was, commonly called, The 
Damon of Socrates, from the Greek word A**/*iy» ov, 
that signifies something of a divine nature, conceived 
as a secret voice, a sign, or such an inspiration's 
diviners are supposed to have had: tljiis Genius 
dissuaded him from the execution of his designs 
when they would have been prejudicial to him, with¬ 
out ever inducing him to undertake any action: 
Esse divimnn quoddam , quod Socrates damonium 
appcllat , cui semper ipse paruerit,nunquam impellcn- 
ii, sape revocanli. 1 Plutarch, 2 in his treatise, enti¬ 
tled Of the Genius of Socrates, relates the different 
sentiments of the ancients concerning the existence 
and nature of this Genius. I shall confine myself to 
that which seems the most natural and reasonable 
of them all, though he does not lay much stress 
upon it. 

AV r c know that the Divinity alone has a clear and 
unerring knowledge of futurity: that man cannot 
penetrate into its darkness but by uncertain and con¬ 
fused conjectures: that those who succeed best in 
that research, are such, as by a more exact and stu¬ 
died comparison of the difierent causes capable of 
influencing future events, discern with greater force 
and perspicuity, what will be the result and issue of 
the conflict of those difierent causes in conducing to 
the success or miscarriage of an effect or enterprise. 
This foresight and discernment has something of di¬ 
vine in it, exalts us above the rest of mankind, ap¬ 
proximates us to the Divinity, and makes us parti¬ 
cipate in some measure in his counsels, and designs, 
by giving us an insight and foreknowledge, to a cer¬ 
tain degree, of what he has ordained concerning the 
future. Socrates had a just and piercing judgment, 
joined with the most exquisite prudence. He might 
call this judgment Axt/tcvtov, something divine, using 
indeed a kind of equivocal expression, without attri¬ 
buting to himself, however, the merit due to his wis¬ 
dom in forming conjectures with regard to the fu¬ 
ture. The Abbe Fraguier comes very near the same 
opinion in the dissertation he has left upon this 
subject in the Memoirs of the Academy of Belles 
Lettres. 3 

The effect, 4 or rather function, of this Genius, was 
to stop and prevent his acting without ever inducing 
him to act. He received also the same impulse, 
when his friends were going to engage in any unluc¬ 
ky affair, which they communicated to him; and se¬ 
veral instances are related, wherein they found them- 
Etlvcs under much inconvenience from not having 
believed him. Now what other signification can be 
given to this, than that it implies, under mysterious 
terms, a mind, which, by its own lights, and the 
knowledge of mankind, has attained a sort of insight 
into futurity? And if Socrates had not intended to 
lessen in his own person the merit of an unerring 
judgment, by attributing it to a kind of instinct; if 
at bottom he had desired any thing to be under¬ 
stood, besides the general aid of the divine wisdom, 
which speaks in every man by the voice of reason; 
would he have escaped, says Xenophon, the imputa¬ 
tion of arrogance and falsehood? 5 

God has always prevented me from speaking to 
you, 6 says he to Alcibiades, whilst the tenderness of 
your age would have rendered my discourses of no 
utility to you. But I conceive I may now enter into 
a dispute with you, as an ambitious young man, for 
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whom the laws open a way to the dignities of the 
republic.—Is it not visible here, that prudence pre¬ 
vented Socrates from conversing seriously with Alci¬ 
biades at a time when grave and serious conversation 
would have given him a disgust, of which he might 
perhaps never have got the better? And when, 7 * in 
the dialogue upon the Republic, Socrates ascribes his 
avoiding public business to inspiration from above, 
does he mean any thing more than what he says in 
his Apology, that a just and good rnan, who, in a 
corrupt state, intermeddles with the government, is 
not long without perishing? If when he was go¬ 
ing to appear before the judges that were to con¬ 
demn him,® that divine voice does not make itself 
heard to prevent him, as it was accustomed to do up¬ 
on dangerous occasions, the reason is, that he did 
not deem it a misfortune for him to die, especially 
at his age, and in his circumstances. Every hody 
knows what his prognostication had been long be¬ 
fore, with respect to the unfortunate expedition 
of Sicily. He attributed it to his daemon, and de¬ 
clared it to be the inspiration of that spirit. A 
wise man, who sees an affair ill concerted, and 
conducted with precipitation, may easily prophesy 
the event of it, without the aid of a daemon's in¬ 
spiration. 

It must be allowed, however, that the opinion 
which gives to men, genii and angels to direct and 
guide them, was not unknown even to the Pagans. 
Plutarch cites some verses of Menander, 9 in which 
that poet expressly says, “ That every man at bis 
birth has a good Genius given him, which attends 
him during the whole course of his life as a guide 
and director.” 

'As-*vti Sxiftiov xvSpi a-vftxxpxa-rxTsT 
EwSGs ytvoftivu fiutnxyiuy *<; tcu $»ou 
'AyxQbg, 

It may be believed with probability enough, that 
the Dtemon of Socrates, which has been so difierent- 
ly spoken of as to make it a question whether it was 
a good or bad angel, was no more than the force and 
rectitude of his judgment, which, acting accord¬ 
ing to the rules of prudence, and with the aid of 
a long experience, supported by wise reflections, 
made nim foresee the events of those things, upon 
which he was either consulted, or deliberated him- 
’ self. 

I conceive, at the same time, that he was not sorry 
the people should believe him inspired, or that his 
acquaintance with futurity was the effect of a divini¬ 
ty, whatsoever that might be. That opinion might 
exalt him very much in the minds of the Athenians, 
and give him an authority, of which it is well known 
that the greatest persons of the Pagan world were 
very fond, 10 and which they endeavoured to acquire 
by secret communications, and pretended conferen¬ 
ces, with some divinity: but it likewise drew the 
jealousy of many of the citizens upon him. 

SECTION III.— SOCRATES DECLARED THE WISEST 
OF^MA-N’KIND BY THE ORACLE OF DELPHI. 

THIs'ideclaration of the oracle, 11 so advantageous 
in appearance for Socrates, did not a little contribute 
to the inflaming envy, and stirring up of enemies 
against him, as he tells us himself in his Apology, 
wherein he recounts the occasion, and true meaning, 
of that oracle. 

Cheerephon, a zealous disciple of Socrates, hap¬ 
pening to be at Delphi, demanded of the oracle, 
whether there was a wiser man than Socrates in the 
world: the priestess replied, there was none This 
answer puzzled Socrates extremely, and he could 
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scarce comprehend the meaning of it. For, on the 
one side, he well knew, says he of himself, that 
there was no wisdom in him, neither little nor great; 
and, on the other, he could not suspect the oracle of 
falsehood, the divinity being incapable of telling a 
lie. He therefore considered it attentively, and took 
reat pains to penetrate the meaning of it. At first 
e applied himself to a powerful citizen, a states¬ 
man, and a great politician, who passed for one of 
the wisest men of the city, and who was himself still 
more convinced of his own merit than others. He 
found by his conversation that he knew nothing, 
and insinuated as much to him in terms sufficiently 
intelligible; which made him extremely odious to 
that citizen, and all who were present. He did the 
same by several others of the same profession, and 
all the fruit of his inquiry was, to draw upon himself 
a greater number of enemies. From the statesman 
he addressed himself to the poets, whom he found 
still fuller of self-esteem, but really more void of 
knowledge and wisdom. He pursued his inquiries 
to the artizans, and could not meet with one, who, 
because he succeeded in his own art, did not believe 
himself very capable and fully informed in all other 
points of the greatest consequence; which presump¬ 
tion was the almost universal failing of the Athe¬ 
nians. As they had naturally abundance of wit, 
they pretended to know every thing, and believed 
themselves capable of pronouncing upon all mat¬ 
ters. His inquiries amongst strangers were not more 
successful. 

Socrates afterwards entering into and comparing 
himself with all those he had questioned, discovered, 1 
that the difference between nim and them was, that 
they all believed they knew what they did not know, 
and that, for his part, be sincerely avowed his igno¬ 
rance. From thence he concluded, that Gcd alone 
is truly wise, and that the true meaning of his oracle 
was to signify', that all human wisdom was no great 
matter, or, to speak more properly, was nothing at 
all. And as to the oracle’s naming me, it no doubt 
did so, says he, by way of setting me up for an exam¬ 
ple, as if it intended to declare to all men, The 
wisest amongst you is he, who knows, like Socrates, 
that there is no real wisdom in him. 

SECTION IV.— sccr \tes devotes himself en¬ 
tirely TO THE INSTRUCTION'OF THE YOUTH OF 
ATHENS. AFFECTION OF HIS DISCIPLES FOR HIM. 
THE ADMIRABLE PRINCIPLES WITH WHICH HE 
INSPIRES THEM, EOTH WITH RESPECT TO GOV¬ 
ERNMENT AND RELIGION. 

AFTER having related some particularities in the 
life of Socrates, it is time to proceed to that in which 
his character principally and peculiarly consisted; I 
mean, the pains he took to instruct mankind, and 
particularly to form the youth of Athens. 

He seemed, says. Libanius,*-* the common father of 
the republic, so attentive was he to the happiness 
and advantage of all his countrymen. But as it is 
very difficult to correct the aged, and to make peo¬ 
ple change principles, who revere the errors in which 
have grown gray, he devoted his labours princi- 
to the instruction of youth, in order to sow the 
s of virtue in a soil more fit to produce the fruits 
of it. 

He had no open school like the rest of the philoso¬ 
phers, 3 nor set times for his lessons. He nad no 
benches prepared, nor ever mounted a professor’s 
chair. He was the philosopher of all times and sea¬ 
sons. He taught in all places, and upon all occa¬ 
sions; in walking, conversation, at meals, in the ar¬ 
my, and in the midst of the camp, in the public as¬ 


i Socrates in omnibus fere sermonibus sic disputat, ut 
nihil affirmet ipse, refellat alios; nihil se scire dicat. nisi id 
ipsum.eoqne praestare coetcris, quod illi, quae nesciant, scire 
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rem se arbitrari ab Apolline omnium sapientissimum. esse 
dictum, quod bsec esset una omnis sapicnlia, non arbitrari 
se scire quod nesriat. Cir. Jlcad. Quest. 1. i. n. 15. 16. 

3 In Apol. Socrat. p. 641. 
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semblies of the senate or people, in prison itself, and 
when he drank the poison, he philosophized, says 
Plutarch, and instructed mankind. And from thence 
the same judicious author takes occasion to establish 
a great principle on the subject of government, which 
Seneca before had placed in its full light. 4 To be a 
public man, says he, it is not necessary to be actually 
in office, to wear the robe of judge or magistrate, 
and to sit in the highest tribunals for the administra¬ 
tion of justice. Many do this, who, though honour¬ 
ed with the fine names of orators, praetors, and sena¬ 
tors, if they want the merit of. those characters, 
ought to be regarded as private persons, and often 
deserve to be confounded with the lowest and vilest 
of the populace. But whoever knows how to give 
wise counsel to those who consult him, to animate 
the citizens to virtue, and to inspire them with senti¬ 
ments of probity, equity, generosity, and love of 
their country; such a man, says Plutarch, is the true 
magistrate and ruler, in whatsoever condition or 
place he be. 

Such was Socrates. The services he did the 
state, by the instructions he gave their youth, and 
the disciples he formed, are inexpressibly great. 
Never had master a greater number, nor more Hus* 
trious. Had Plato been the only one, he would be 
worth a multitude. Upon the point of death he 
blessed and thanked God for three things: 5 that he 
had endowed him with a rational sonl, that he was 
born a Greek, and not a barbarian, and that he 
had placed his birth in the life-time of Socrates, 
Xenophon had the same advantage. 6 It is said, that 
one day Socrates met him in the street, and stopping 
him with his staff, asked him whether he knew w ere 
provisions were sold'? It was not difficult to answer 
this question. But Socrates having demanded in 
what place men learned virtue, and seeing this se¬ 
cond question put him to a stand: “If you desire to 
know it,” continued the philosopher, follow me, 
and you shall be informed.” Which he did immedi¬ 
ately, and was afterwards the first who collected and 
published his master’s discourses. 

Aristippus, 7 upon a conversation with Ischoma- 
chus, in which he had introduced some strokes of 
Socrates’doctrine, conceived so ardent a passion to 
become his disciple, that he grew lean and wan in 
consequence of it, till he could go to the fountain 
head, and imbibe his fill of a philosophy, that taught 
the knowledge of evil, and its cure. 

What is reported of Euclid the Megarian, explains 
still better how high the eagerness of Socrates’ dis¬ 
ciples ran, to receive the benefit of his instructions. 
There was at that time an open war between Athens 
and Megara,® which was carried on with so much 
animosity, that the Athenians obliged their generals 
to take an oath to lay waste the territory of Megara 
twice a year, and prohibited the Megarians to set 
foot in Attica upon pain of death. This decree 
could not extinguish nor suspend the zeal of Euclid. 
He left his city in the evening in the disguise of a 
woman, with a veil upon his head, and came to the 
house of Socrates in the night, where he continued 
till the approach of day, when he returned in the 
same manner he came. 

The ardour of the young Athenians to follow him 
was incredible. They left father and mother, and 
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renounced all parties of pleasure, to attach themselves 
to him, and to hear his discourses. \Ve. may judge 
of this by the example of Alcibiades, the most ar¬ 
dent and fiery of all the Athenians. The philoso¬ 
pher, however, never spared him, and was always 
careful to calm the sallies of his passions, and to re¬ 
buke his pride, which was his great disease. I have 
before related some instances of this temper of his. 
One day when Alcibiades was boasting of his wealth, 1 
and the great estates in his possession (for this it is 
which generally puffs up the pride of young people 
of quality,) he carried him to a geographical map, 
and asked him to find Attica. It was so small it 
could scarcely be discerned upon that draught; he 
found it, however, though with some difficulty; but 
upon being desired to point out his own estate there, 
‘‘Iti 9 too small,” says he, “ to he distinguished in 
so little a space.”—“ See then,” replied Socrates, 

what consequence you attach to an imperceptible 
spot of land.” This reasoning might have been ur¬ 
ged much farther still. For what was Attica compar¬ 
ed to all Greece, Greece to Europe, Europe to the 
whole world, and the world itself to the vast extent 
of the infinite orbs which surround it? What an in¬ 
sect, what a nothing, is the most powerful prince of 
the earth in the midst of this abyss of bodies and 
immense spaces, and what a portion of it does he oc¬ 
cupy ! 

The young people of Athens, dazzled with the 
glory of Themistocles, Cimon, and Pericles, and full 
of a wild ambition, after having received for some 
lime the lessons of the sophists, who promised to 
make them very great politicians, conceived them¬ 
selves capable of every thing, and aspired at the 
highest employments. One of these, 2 named Glauco, 
bad taken it so strongly into his head to enter upon 
the administration of the public affairs, though not 
yet twenty years old, that none of his family or 
friends were able to divert him from a design so lit¬ 
tle suited to his age and capacity. Socrates, who 
had an affection for him upon account of Plato, his 
brother, was the only person that could prevail upon 
him to change his resolution. 

Meeting him one day, he accosted him with so 
much address and dexterity, that he engaged him to 
give him the hearing, which was already a great 
point gained. “You are desirous, then, of govern¬ 
ing the republic?” said be to him.—“ True,” replied 
Glauco.—“You cannot have a more noble design,” 
answered Socrates: “ for if you succeed, you will 
have it in your power to serve your friends effectual¬ 
ly, to aggrandize your family, and to extend the 
confines of your country. You will make yourself 
known not only at Athens, but throughout all 
Greece; and perhaps your renown, like that of 
Themistocles, may spread abroad amongst the bar¬ 
barous nations. In short, wherever you are, you 
will attract the respect and admiration of the whole 
world.” 

So smooth and insinuating a prelude was extreme¬ 
ly pleasing to the young man, who was attacked on 
the blind side. He stayed willingly, without requir¬ 
ing to be pressed so to do, and the conversation 
continued. “ Since you desire to be esteemed and 
honoured, no doubt your view is to be useful to the 
public?”—“Certainly.”—“ Tell me then, I beg you, 
in the name of the gods, what is the first service you 
propose to render the state?” As Glauco seemed at 
a loss, and meditated upon what he should answer: 
“ I presume,” contiuues Socrates, “ it is to enrich it, 
that is to say, to augment its revenues.”—“ Exactly 
so.”—“You are well versed then, undoubtedly, in 
the revenues of the state, and know perfectly to what 
they may amount? You have not failed to make 
them your particular study, in order that, if a fund 
should happen to fail on a sudden by any unforeseen 
accident, you might be able to supply the deficiency 
by another?”—“ I protest,” replied* * Glauco, “ that 
never entered into my thoughts.”—“ At least you 
will tell me to what the expenses of the republic 


amount; for you must know the importance of re¬ 
trenching such as are superfluous?”—“ I own I am as 
little informed in this point as the other.”—“You 
must therefore defer your design of enriching the 
state till another time; for it is impossible ) on should 
do it, whilst you are unacquainted with its revenues 
and expenses.” 

“ but,” said Glauco, “ there is still another means, 
which you have not mentioned. A state may be en¬ 
riched by the ruin of its enemies.”—“You are in 
the right,”, replied Socrates. “But that depends 
upon its being the strongest; otherwise it incurs the 
danger of losing what it has. - For which reason, 
he who talks ot engaging in a war, ought to know 
the forces on both sides; that if he finds his own 
party strongest, he may boldly advise the war, and 
if weakest, dissuade the people from undertaking it. 
Now', do you know' the strength of our republic, and 
that of our enemies by sea and land? Have you a 
state of them in writing? Be so kind to let me see 
it.”—“ I have it not at present,” said Glauco.— 
“ I see then,” said Socrates, “that we shall not soon 
enter into a war, if you are charged with the gov¬ 
ernment; for you have abundance of inquiries to 
make, and much pains to go through, before you will 
resolve upon it.” 

He ran over in this manner several other articles 
of no less importance, with which Glauco appeared 
equally unacquainted; till he brought him to confess 
how ridiculous those people were, who have the 
rashness to intrude themselves into the administra¬ 
tion of affairs, without any other preparation for the 
service of the public than that of a high esteem for 
themselves, anti an immoderate ambition of rising to 
the first places and dignities. “Have a care, dear 
Glauco,” said he to him, “lest a too warm desire of 
honours should deceive you into pursuits that may 
cover you with shame, by setting your incapacity anti 
slender abilities in full light.” 

Glauco improved from the wise admonitions of 
Socrates, and took time to inform himself in private 
before he ventured to appear in public. This is a 
lesson for all ages, and may be very useful to persons 
in all stations and conditions of life. 

Socrates did not urge his friends to enter early 
upon public employments; 1 but first to take pains 
to improve their minds by the knowledge necessary 
to their success in them. “A man must be very 
simple,” 2 said lie, “ to believe that the mechanic arts 
are to be acquired without the help of proper mas¬ 
ters, and that the knowledge requisite in governing 
slates, which is the highest degree of human pru¬ 
dence, demands no previous labour and application.” 
His great care, in regard to those who aspired at 
public employments, was to form their manners up¬ 
on the solid principles of probity and justice; and 
especially to inspire them with a sincere love of 
their country, with the most ardent passion for the 
public good, and a high idea of the power and good¬ 
ness of the gods; because, without these qualities, 
all other abilities serve only to render men more 
wicked, and more capable of doing evil. Xenophon 
has transmitted to us a conversation of Socrates with 
Euthydemus, upon Providence, which is one of the 
finest passages to be found in the writings of the an¬ 
cients. 

“ Did you never reflect within yourself,” says Socra¬ 
tes to Euthydemus, “ how much care the gods have 
taken to bestow upon man all that is necessary for 
him?”—“ Never, I assure you,” replied he.—“ You 
see,” continued Socrates, “how necessary light is, 
and how precious that gift of the gods ought to ap¬ 
pear to us.”—“ Without it,” added Euthydemus, 
“ we should be like the blind, and all nature as if it 
were dead: but because we have occasion for inter¬ 
vals of relaxation, they have also given us the night 
for our repose.”—“You are in tne ridit; and for 
this we ought to render them continued praises and 
thanksgiving. They have ordained that the sun 
that bright and luminous star, should preside over 
the day to distinguish its different parts, and that 
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its light should serve not only to discover the won¬ 
ders of nature, but to dispense over every part life 
and heat; and at the same time, they have comman¬ 
ded the moon and stars to illumine the night, 
which of itself is dark and obscure. Is there any 
thing more worthy of admiration than this variety 
and vicissitude of day and night, of light and darkness, 
of labour and rest;—and all this for the convenience 
and good of man?” Socrates enumerates in like 
manner the infinite advantages we receive from 
fire and water for the necessaries of life; and con¬ 
tinuing to observe upon the wonderful attention of 
Providence in all that regards us: “ What say you,” 
pursued he, “ upon the sun’s return after winter to 
revisit us: and that as the fruits of one season wither 
and decay, he ripens new ones to succeed them? that 
having rendered man this service, he retires, lest he 
should incommode him by excess of heat; and then, 
after having receded to a certain point, which he 
could not pass without putting us in danger of pe¬ 
rishing with cold, that he returns in the same track 
to resume his place in those parts of the heavens 
where his presence is most beneficial to us? And be¬ 
cause we could neither support the cold nor heat, if 
we were to pass in an instant from the one to the 
other, are you not struck with admiration that this 
luminary approaches and removes so slowly, that the 
two extremes arrive by almost insensible degrees? Is 
it possible not to discover, in this disposition of the 
seasons of the year, 1 a providence and goodness at¬ 
tentive not only to our necessities, but even to our 
delights and enjoyments?” 

“All these things,” said Euthydemus, “make rue 
doubt whether the gods have any other employment 
than to shower down their gifts and benefits upon 
mankind. There is one point, however, that puts me 
to a stand, which is, that the brute animals partake 
of all these blessings as well as ourselves.”—“Yes,” 
replied Socrates: “but do you not observe, that all 
these animals subsist only for man’s service? The 
strongest and most vigorous of them he subjects at 
his will; he makes them tame and gentle, and em¬ 
ploys them with great advantage in war, tillage, and 
the other occasions of life.” 

“ What if we consider man in himself?” Here 
Socrates examines the diversity of the senses, by 
the ministry of which man enjoys all that is best 
and most excellent in nature; the vivacity of his 
mind, and therefore of his reason, which exalts him 
infinitely above all other animals; the wonderful 
gift of speech, by the means of which we communi¬ 
cate our thoughts reciprocally, publish our laws, and 
govern states. 

“ From all this,” says Socrates, “ it is easy to dis¬ 
cern that there are gods, and that they have man in 
their particular care, though he cannot discover 
them by his senses. Do we perceive the thunder 
whilst it crushes every thing which opposes it? Do 
we distinguish the winds whilst they make such 
dreadful havoc before our eyes? Our soul itself, 
which is so intimately connected with us, which 
moves and actuates us, is it visible; can we behold 
it?—It is the same with regard to the gods, of whom 
none are visible in the distribution of their favours. 
This Great God himself” (these words are remar¬ 
kable, and demonstrate that Socrates acknowledged 
one supreme God, the Author of all being, and supe¬ 
rior to all others, who were only the ministers of his 
will,) “ this Great God who has formed the uni¬ 
verse, and supports the stupendous work, whose 
every part is finished with the utmost goodness and 
harmony; he who preserves them perpetually in im¬ 
mortal vigour, and causes them to obey him with a 
never-failing punctuality, and a rapidity not to be 
followed by our imagination: this God makes him¬ 
self sufficiently visible by the endless wonders of 
which he is author; but continues always invisible in 
himself. Let us not then refuse to believe even 
what we do not see; and let us supply the defects 
of our corporeal eyes, by using those of the soul; 
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but especially let us learn to render the just homage 
of respect and veneration to the Divinity, whose 
will it seems to be, that we should have no other 




In this manner Socrates instructed youth: 2 these 
are the principles and sentiments with which he in¬ 
spired them; on the one side,a perfect submission to 
the laws and magistrates, in which he made justice 
consist; on the other, a profound regard for the Di¬ 
vinity, which constitutes religion. In things sur¬ 
passing our understanding, he advises us to consult 
the gods; and as they impart themselves only to 
those that please them, he recommends above all 
things the making of them propitious by a prudent 
and regular conduct. “The gods are free,” 3 says 
he, “ and it depends upon them either to grant what 
we ask, or to give us directly the reverse of it.” He 
cites an excellent prayer from a poet whose name has 
not come down to us: “ Great God, give us, we be¬ 
seech thee, those good things of which we stand in 
need, whether wo crave them or not; and remove 
from us all those which may be hurtful to us, even 
though we implore them of thee.” The vulgar ima¬ 
gined, that there are things which the gods observe, 
and others of which they take no notice; but Socra¬ 
tes taught, that the gods observe all our actions and 
words; that they penetrate into our most secret 
thoughts; are present in all our deliberation; and 
that^they inspire us in all our actions. 

SECTION V.— SOCRATES APPLIES HIMSELF TO 
discredit the sophists in the opinion of 

THE YOUNG ATHENIANS. WHAT IS TO BE UN¬ 
DERSTOOD OF THE IRONICAL CHARACTER AS¬ 
CRIBED TO HIM. 

Socrates found it necessary to guard the }*oung 
people against a bad taste which had prevailed for 
some time in Greece. A sect of assuming men 
arose, who, ranking themselves as the first sages of 
Greece, were in their conduct entirely the reverse. 
For instead of being infinitely remote from all ava¬ 
rice and ambition, like Pittacus, Bias, Thales, and the 
others, who made the study of wisdom their princi¬ 
pal occupation, these men were ambitious and cove¬ 
tous, entered into the intrigues and affairs of the 
world, and made a trade of their pretended know¬ 
ledge. They 4 called themselves sophists. 5 They 
w'andcred from city to city, and caused themselves to 
be cried up as oracles, and walked about attended by 
crowds of their disciples, who, through a kind of en¬ 
chantment, abandoned the embraces of their parents 
to follow these proud teachers, whom they paid a 
great price for their instruction. There was nothing 
these masters did not profess:—theology, physics, 
ethics, arithmetic, astronomy, grammar, music, poe¬ 
try, rhetoric, and history. The knew every thing, 
and could teach every thing. Their greatest sup¬ 
posed skill lay in philosophy and eloqueuce. Most 
of them, like Gorgias, valued themselves upon giving 
immediate answers to all questions that could be 
proposed to them. Their young disciples acquired 
nothing from their precepts, but a silly esteem for 
themselves, and a universal contempt for every body 
else; so that not a scholar quitted these schools, but 
was more impertinent than when he first entered them. 

It was necessary to decry the false eloquence and 
bad logic of these proud teachers in the opinions of 
the young Athenians. To attack them openly, and 
dispute with them in a direct manner, by a connec¬ 
ted discourse, was what Socrates could well have 
done, for he possessed in a supreme degree the tal¬ 
ents of elocution and reasoning; but this was not 
the way to succeed against great haranguers, whose 
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sole aim was to dazzle their auditors with a vain 
glitter and rapid flow of words. He therefore took 
another course, 1 and employing the artifices and ad¬ 
dress of irony, which he knew how to apply with 
wonderful art and delicary, he chose to conceal, un¬ 
der the appearance of simplicity and the affectation 
of ignorance, all the beauty and great force of his 
genius. Nature, which had given him so fine a soul, 
seemed to have formed his outside expressly for sup¬ 
porting the ironic character. He was very ugly, and, 
besides that, had something very dull and stupid in his 
physiognomy. 2 The whole air of his person, which 
had nothing but what was very common and very 
poor in it, perfectly corresponded with that of his 
countenance. 

When he happened to fall into the company of 
some one of those sophists, 3 he proposed his doubts 
with a diffident and modest air, he asked simple 
questions iD a plain manner, and as if he had been 
incapable of expressing himself otherwise, made use 
of trivial comparisons, and allusions taken from the 
meanest employments. The sophist heard him with 
a scornful attention, and instead of giving him a 
precise answer, had recourse to his common-place 
phrases, and talked a great deal without saying any 
thiog to the purpose. Socrates, after having praised 
(in order not to enrage) his adversary, entreated him 
to adapt himself to his weakness, and to descend so 
low as nim, by satisfying his questions in a few words; 
because neither his wit nor memory was capable of 
comprehending or retaining so many fine and exalted 
notions, and all his knowledge was confined to ques¬ 
tion and answer. 

This passed in a numerous assembly, and the 
teacher could not recede. When Socrates had once 
got him out of his entrenchment, by obliging him to 
answer his questions succinctly, he carried him on 
from one to another, to the most absurd consequen¬ 
ces; and after having reduced him either to contra¬ 
dict himself, or be silent, he complained that the 
learned man would not vouchsafe to instruct him. 
The young people, however, perceived the incapacity 
of their master, and changed their admiration for 
him into contempt. Thus the name of sophist be¬ 
came odious and ridiculous. 

It is easy to judge that men of the sophists’ cha¬ 
racter, of which I have now spoken, who were in 
high credit with the great, who lorded it amongst 
the 5'outh of Athens, and had been long celebrated 
for their wit and learning, could not be attacked 
with impunity; and the rather, because they had 
been assailed in the two most sensible points, their 
fame and their interest. Socrates, 4 for having en¬ 
deavoured to unmask their vices and discredit their 
false eloquence, experienced from these men, who 
were equally corrupt and haughty, all that could be 
feared or expected from the most malignant envy and 
the most envenomed hatred; to which it is now 
time to proceed. 

SECTION VI.— -SOCRATES is accused of hold¬ 
ing BAD OPINIONS IN REGARD TO THE GODS, 
AND OF CORRUPTING THE ATHENIAN YOUTH. 
HE DEFENDS HIMSELF WITHOUT ART OR FEAR. 
HE IS CONDEMNED TO DIE 

Socrates was accused a little 
A. M. 3602. before the first year of the ninety- 
Ant. J. C. 402. fifth Olympiad, soon after the ex¬ 
pulsion of the thirty tyrants out of 
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Athens, in the sixty-ninth year of his life; but the 
prosecution had been projected long before. The 
oracle of Delphi, which had declared him the wisest 
of mankind; the contempt into which he had brought 
the doctrine and morals of the sophists of his time, 
who vvere then in high reputation; the liberty with 
which he attacked all vice; the singular attachment 
of his disciples to his person and maxims had all 
concurred in alienating people against him, and had 
drawn abundance of envy upon him. 

IJis enemies having sworn his destruction, 5 and 
perceiving the difficulty of the attempt, prepared 
the way for it at a distance, ant! at first attacked him 
in the dark, and by obscure and secret methods. It 
is said, that in order to sound the people’s disposi¬ 
tion towards Socrates, and to try whether it would 
ever be safe to cite him before the judges, they en¬ 
gaged Aristophanes to bring him upon the stage in a 
comedy, wherein the first seeds of the accusation 
meditated against him were sown. It is not certain 
whether Aristophanes was suborned by Anytus and 
the rest of Socrates’s enemies to compose that satiri¬ 
cal piece against him. It is very likely that Socra¬ 
tes’s declared contempt for all comedies in general, 
and for those of Aristophanes in particular, whilst 
he professed an extraordinary esteem for the trage¬ 
dies of Euripides, might be the poet's true motive 
for taking his revenge of the philosopher. Howev¬ 
er it were, Aristophanes, to the disgrace of poetry, 
lent his pen to the malice of Socrates’s enemies, 
or his own resentment, and employed his whole 
genius and capacity to depreciate the best and must 
excellent man that ever the pagan world produced. 

He composed a piece called The Clouds , wherein 
he introduces the philosopher perched in a basket, 
and hoisted up amidst the air and cloud?, from 
whence he delivers maxims, or rather the most ridi¬ 
culous subtilties. A very aged debtor, who desires 
to escape the close pursuit of his creditors, conies to 
him to be taught the art of tricking them at law; to 
prove by unansvveiable reasons that he owes them 
nothing; and, in a w'ord, of a very bad, to make 
a very good, cause. But finding himself incapable 
of any improvement from the sublime lessons of his 
new master, he brings his son to him in his stead. 
This youDg man soon after quits this learned school 
so well instructed, that at their first meeting he beats 
his father, and proves to him by subtile but invin¬ 
cible arguments, that he has reason for treating him 
in that manner. In every scene where Socrates ap¬ 
pears, the poet makes him utter a thousand imper¬ 
tinences, and as many impieties against the gods, 
and in particular against Jupiter. He makes him 
talk like a man of the greatest vanity and highest 
opinion of himself, with an equal contempt for all 
others, who out of a criminal curiosity is desirous 
of penetrating into what passes in the heavens, and of 
diving into the abysses of the earth; who boasts of 
having always the means of making injustice tri¬ 
umph; and who is not contented with keeping those 
secrets for his own use, but teaches them to others, 
and thereby corrupts youth. All this is attended 
with a refined raillery and wit, that could not fail 
of highly pleasing a people of so quick and delicate 
a taste as the Athenians, who were besides naturally 
jealous of all transcendent merit. They were so much 
charmed with it, that without waiting the conclusion 
of the representation, they ordered the name of Aris¬ 
tophanes to be set down above all his competitors. 

Socrates, who had been informed that he was to be 
brought upon the stage, went that day to the thea¬ 
tre to see the comedy, contrary to his custom; for it 
was not common for him to go to those assemblies, 
unless when some new tragedy of Euripides was to 
be performed, who was his intimate friend, and 
whose pieces he esteemed upon account of the solid 
principles of morality he took care to intersperse in 
them. It has, however, been observed, that he once 
had not patience to wait the conclusion of one of 
them, wherein the actor had advanced a dangerous 
maxim, but went out immediately, without consider- 
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jng the injury which his withdrawing might do to his 
friend’s reputation. He never went to comedies, 
unless that AJcibiades and Critias forced him thither 
against his will; as he was ofi'ended at the unboun¬ 
ded licentiousness which reigned in them, and could 
not endure to see the reputation of his fellow-citi¬ 
zens publicly torn in pieces. He was present at this 
without the least emotion, and without expressing 
any discontent: and some strangers being anxious to 
know who the Socrates intended by the play was, 
he rose up from his seat, and showed himself during 
the whole representation. He told those who were 
near him, 1 and were amazed at his indifference and 
patience, that he imagined himself at a great enter¬ 
tainment, where he was agreeably laughed at, and 
that it was necessary to be able to bear a joke. 

There is no probability, as I have already obser¬ 
ved, that Aristophanes, though he was not Socrates’s 
friend, had entered into the black conspiracy of his 
enemies, and had any thought of occasioning his 
destruction. It is more probable, that a poet who 
diverted the public at the expense of the principal 
magistrates and most celebrated generals, was also 
willing to make them laugh at the expense of a phi¬ 
losopher. All the guilt was on the side of those 
who envied him, and his enemies, who were in hopes 
of making great use of the representation of this 
comedy against him. The artifice was indeed deep 
and well planned. In bringing a man upon the stage, 
he is only represented by his bad, weak, or equivo¬ 
cal qualities. That view of him is followed with 
ridicule: ridicule accustoms people to the contempt 
of his person, and contempt proceeds to injustice. 
For the world are naturally emboldened in insulting, 
abusing, and injuring a man, when once he becomes 
the object of general contempt. 

These were the first blows struck at him, and 
served as an essay and trial of the great aftliir medi¬ 
tated against him. It lay dormant a long while, and 
did not break out until twenty years afterwards. The 
troubles of the republic might well occasion that 
long delay. For it was in that interval that the en¬ 
terprise against Sicily happened, the event of which 
was so unfortunate, that Athens was besieged and 
taken by Lysander, who changed its form of govern¬ 
ment and established the thirty tyrants, who were 
not expelled till a very short time before the affair 
we speak of. 

Melitus then appeared as accu- 
A. M. 3603. ser, and entered a process in form 
Ant. J. C. 401. against Socrates. His accusation 
consisted of ttvo heads. The first 
was, that he did not admit the gods acknowledged 
by the republic, and introduced new divinities: the 
second, that he corrupted the youth of Athens; and 
concluded with inferring that sentence of death 
ought to pass against him. 

Never had accusation so little foundation, or even 
probability and pretext, as this. Socrates for forty 
years had made it his profession to instruct the 
Athenian youth. He had advanced no opinions in 
secret and in the dark. His lessons were given pub¬ 
licly, and in the view of great numbers of auditors. 
He had always observed the same conduct, and 
taught the same principles. What then could he 
Melitus’s motive for this accusation after such a 
length of time'? How came his zeal for the public 
good, after having been languid and drowsy for so 
many years, to awake on a sudden and become so 
violent? Is it pardonable in so zealous and worthy 
a citizen as Melitus would wish to appear, to have 
continued mute and inactive, whilst a person was 
corrupting the whole youth of that city, by instilling 
seditious maxims into them, and inspiring them with 
a disgust and contempt for the established govern¬ 
ments'? For he who does not prevent an evil when 
It is in his power, is equally criminal with him that 
commits it. These are the expressions of Libanius in 
a declamation of his called the Apology of Socrates. 2 
But, continues he, allowing that Melitus, whether 


through forgetfulness, indifference, or real and se¬ 
rious engagements, never thought for so many years 
of entering an accusation against Socrates; how came 
it to pass, that in a city like Athens, which abounded 
with wise magistrates, and, what is more, with bold 
informers, so public a conspiracy as that imputed to 
Socrates should have escaped the eyes of those 
whom either the love of their country or invidious 
. 'No¬ 
pro¬ 


of Socrates prepared for his defence. Lysias, the 
most able orator of his time, brought him an elabor¬ 
ate discourse of bis composing, wherein he had set 
forth the reasons and measures of Socrates in their 
fullest light, and interspersed the whole with tender 
and pathetic strokes, 4 capable of moving the most 
obdurate hearts. Socrates read it with pleasure, 
and approved it very much; hut as it was more con¬ 
formable to the rules of rhetoric than the sentiments 
and fortitude of a philosopher, he told him frankly 
that it did not suit him. Upon which Lysias, having 
asked how it was possible to be well done, and at 
the same time not suit him;—In the same manner, 
said he, using, according to bis custom, a vulgar com¬ 
parison, that an excellent workman might bring me 
magnificent apparel, or shoes embroidered with gold, 
to which nothing would be wanting on his part, but 
which, however, would not fit me. He persisted 
therefore inflexible in the resolution he bad formed, 
not to demean himself by begging suffrages in the 
low abject manner common at that time. He em¬ 
ployed neither artifice nor the glitter of eloquence; 
lie had no recourse either to solicitation or entreaty: 
be brought neither his wife nor children to incline 
the judges in liis favour by their sighs and tears. 
Nevertheless, 5 though he firmlj' refused to make use 
of any voice but his own in his defence, and to ap¬ 
pear before his j’udges in the submissive posture of a 
suppliant, he did not behave in that manner out of 
pride, or contempt of the tribunal: it was from a no¬ 
ble and intrepid assurance, resulting from greatness 
of soul, and the usual attendant upon consciousness 
of truth and innocence. So that his defence had no¬ 
thing timorous or weak in it. His discourse was bold, 
manly, generous, without passion, without emotion, 
full of the noble liberty of a philosopher, with no 
other ornament than that of truth, and displaying 
throughout the character and language of innocence. 
Plato, who was present, transcribed it afterwards, 
and without any additions composed from it the’work 
which he calls the The Apology of Socrates , one of 
the most consummate master pieces of antiquity. I 
shall here make an extract from it. 

Upon the day assigned, 6 the proceeding com¬ 
menced in the usual forms; the parties appeared be¬ 
fore the judges, and Melitus spoke. The worse his 
cause, and the less provided it was with proofs, the 
more occasion he had for address and art to cover its 
weakness. He omitted nothing that might render the 
adverse party odious; and instead of reasons, which 
could not hut fail him, he substituted the delusive 
glitter of a lively and pompous eloquence. Socrates, 
in observing that be could not tell what impression 
the discourse of his accusers might make upon the 
judges, owns, that for his part he scarce knew him¬ 
self, such an artful colouring and likelihood had they 
given to their arguments, though there was not the 
least word of truth in all they had advanced. 

I have already said that their accusation consisted 
of two heads. 7 The first regards religion. Socrates 
inquires out of an impious curiosity into what passes 
in the heavens and in the bowels of the earth. Ho 


malignity rendered so vigilant and attentive? 
thin°; was ever less credible, or more void of all 
bability. 

As soon as the conspiracy broke out, 3 the fri 
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does not acknowledge the gods adored by his country. 
He endeavours to introduce new deities; and, if he 
may be believed, an unknown god inspires him in all 
his actions. To make short, he believes there are no 
gods. 

The second head relates to the interest and go¬ 
vernment of the state. Socrates corrupts the youth 
by instilling bad sentiments concerning the Divinity 
into them, by teaching them a contempt of the laws, 
and the order established in (he republic; by declar¬ 
ing openly against the choice of the magistrates by 
lot; 1 by exclaiming against the public assemblies, 
where he is never seen to appear; by teaching the 
art of making the worst of causes good: by attach¬ 
ing the youth to himself out of a spirit of pride and 
ambition, under the pretence of instructing them; and 
by proving to children that they may treat their pa¬ 
rents ill with impunity. He glories in a pretended 
oracle, and believes himself the wisest of mankind. 
He taxes all others with folly, and condemns without 
reserve all their maxims and actions; constituting 
himself by his own authority the general censor and 
reformer of the state. Notwithstanding which, the 
effects of his lessons may be seen in the persons of 
Critias and Alcibiades, his most intimate friends, who 
have done great mischiefs to their country, and have 
been the most wicked of citizens and the most aban¬ 
doned of men. 

This concluded with recommending to the judges 
to be very much upon their guard against the dazzling 
eloquence of Socrates, and to suspect extremely the 
insinuating and artificial turns of address which he 
would employ to deceive them. 

Socrates began his discourse with this point, 2 and 
declared that he would speak to the judges as it was 
his custom to talk in his common conversation, that is 
to say, with much simplicity, and no art. 

He then proceeds to particulars. 3 Upon what 
foundation can it be alleged, that he does not ac¬ 
knowledge the gods of the republic; he who lias 
been often seen sacrificing in his own house and in 
the temples? Can it be doubted whether he uses 
divination, since it is made a crime in him to report 
that he received counsels from a certain divinity; and 
is thence inferred that he aims at introducing new 
deities? But in this he innovates nothing more than 
others, who, putting their faith in divination, ob¬ 
serve the flight of birds, consult the entrails of vic¬ 
tims, and remark even words and accidental en¬ 
counters—different means which the gods em¬ 
ploy to give mankind a foreknowledge of the fu¬ 
ture. Old or new, it is still evident that Socrates 
acknowledges divinities, by the confession of even 
Melitus himself, who in his information avers that 
Socrates believes daemons, that is to say, subaltern spi¬ 
rits, the offspring of the gods. Now every man who 
believes the offspring of the gods, believes the gods. 

As to what relates to the impious inquiries into 
natural things imputed to him; 4 without despising 
or condemning those who apply themselves to the 
study of physics, he declares tnat, as for himself, he 
had entirely devoted himself to what concerns moral 
virtue, the conduct of life, and the rules of govern¬ 
ment, as to a knowledge infinitely more useful than 
any other; and he calls upon all those who have been 
his hearers, to come forth and convict him of false¬ 
hood if he does not say what is true. 

“ I am accused of corrupting the youth, and of in¬ 
stilling dangerous maxims into them, as well in re¬ 
gard to the worship of the gods as the rules of gov¬ 
ernment. You know, Athenians, that I never made 
it my profession to teach, nor can envy, however vio¬ 
lent against me, reproach me with ever having sold my 
instructions. I have an undeniable evidence for me 


i Socrates in realily did not approve this manner of 
electing the magistrates. lie observed, that when a pilot, 
a musician, or an architect is wanted, nobody is willing to 
take him at a venture; though lhe faults of these people 
arc far from being of such great importance as those errors 
which are committed in the administration of the republic, 

Xenoph. Mcmorab. 1. fig. 1. p. 712. 

a Mai. p. 17. * Plat. p. 27. Xenoph. p. 703. 

4 Xenoph. p. 710. 


in this respect, which is my poverty. Always equal 
ly ready to communicate my thoughts either to the 
rich or poor, and to give them full leisure to question 
or answer me, I lend myself to every one who is de¬ 
sirous of becoming virtuous: and if amongst those who 
hear me, there are any that prove either good or bad, 
neither the virtues of the one, of which 1 am not the 
cause, nor the vices of the other, to which I have not 
contributed, are to be ascribed to me. My whole 
employment is to persuade the young and old not to 
entertain too nmen love for the bodv, for riches, and 
all other precarious things, of whatsoever nature 
they be; but to let their principal regard be for the 
soul, which ought to be the chief object of their af¬ 
fection: for I incessantly urge to you, that virtue 
does not proceed from riches, but, on the contrary, 
riches front virtue; and that all the other goods of 
human life, as well public as private, have their 
source in the same principle. 

“ If to speak in this manner be to corrupt youth, I 
confess, Athenians, that I am guilt)', and deserve to 
be punished. If what I say be not true, it is most 
easy to convict me of falsehood. I see here a great 
number of my disciples; they have only to appear. 
But perhaps reserve and consideration for a master 
who has instructed them, will prevent them from 
declaring against me: at least their fathers, brothers, 
and uncles cannot, as good relations and good citi¬ 
zens, excuse themselves from standing forth to demand 
vengeance against the corrupter of their sons, bro¬ 
thers, and nephews. But these are the persons who 
take upon them my defence, and interest themselves 
in the success of my cause. 

“Pass on me what sentence you please, 5 Atheni¬ 
ans; but I can neither repent nor change my con¬ 
duct. I must not abandon nor suspend a function 
which God himself has imposed on me. Now it is 
He who has charged me with the care of instruct¬ 
ing my fellow-citizens. If, after having faithfully 
kept all the posts wherein I was placed by onr gen¬ 
erals at Potidasa, Amphipolis, and Delium, the fear 
of death should at this time make me abandon that 
in which the Divine Providence has placed me, by 
commanding me to pass my life in the study of 
philosophy for the instruction of myself and others; 
this would be a most criminal desertion indeed, and 
make me highly worthy of being cited before this 
tribunal as an impious man who does not believe 
the gods. Should you resolve to acquit me, on 
condition that I keep silence for the future, I should 
not hesitate to make answer,—‘Athenians, I honour 
and love you, but 1 shall choose rather to obey 
God than you, 6 and to my latest breath shall never 
renounce philosophy, nor cease to exhort and reprove 
you according to my custom, by telling each of you 
when you come in my way, My good friend,7 and citi¬ 
zen of the most famous city in the world for wisdom 
and valour, are you not ashamed of having no other 
thoughts than that of amassing wealth, and of acquir¬ 
ing glory, credit, and dignities, whilst you neglect the 
treasures of prudence, truth, and wisdom, and take 
no pains in rendering your soul as good and perfect 
as it is capable of being?’ 

“ I am reproached with abject fear and meanness 
of spirit, 8 for being so busy in imparting my advice 
to every one in private, and yet having always avoid¬ 
ed being present in your assemblies, to give my coun¬ 
sels to my country. I thought I had given sufficient 
proofs of my courage and fortitude, both in the field, 
where! have borne arms with you, and in the senate, 
where I alone opposed the unjust sentence you pro¬ 
nounced against the ten captains, who had not taken 
up and interred the bodies of those who were killed 
or drowned in the sea-fight near the islands Arginu- 
sae; and when, upon more than one occasion, I oppo¬ 
sed the violent and cruel orders of the thirty tyrants. 
What is it then that has prevented me from appear¬ 
ing in your assemblies? It is that Daemon, Athe- 

* Plat. p. 2S, 29. 
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nians, that voice divine, which’you have so often 
heard me mention, and which Melitus has taken so 
much pains to ridicule. That spirit has attached it¬ 
self to me from my infancy: it is a voice which 1 
never hear, but when it would prevent me front 
persisting in something I have resolved, for it never 
exhorts me to undertake any thing. It is that which 
has always opposed me when I would have inter¬ 
meddled in the affairs of the republic; and its oppo¬ 
sition was very seasonable; for I should have been 
amongst the aead long ago, had I been concerned in 
the measures of the state, without effecting any 
thing to the advantage of myself or our country. 
Do not take it ill, I beseech you, if I speak my 
thoughts without disguise, and with truth and free¬ 
dom. Every man who would generously oppose 
a whole people, either amongst us, or elsewhere, 
and who inflexibly applies himself to prevent the 
violation of the laws and the practice of iniquity in 
a city, will never do so long with impunity. It is 
absolutely necessary for him who would contend for 
justice, if he has the slightest wish to live, to remain 
in a private station, and never to have any share in 
public affairs. 

“For the rest, 1 Athenians, if, in the extreme dan¬ 
ger in which I now am, I do not imitate the behaviour 
of those who upon less emergencies have implored 
and supplicated their judges with tears, and have 
brought before them their children, relations and 
friends; it is not through pride and obstinacy, or any 
contempt for you, but solely for your honour, and for 
that of the whole city. It is fit that you should know, 
that there are amongst our citizens, those who do not 
regard death as an evil, and who give that name only 
to injustice and infamy. At my age, and with the 
reputation which I have*, whether true or false, would 
it be consistent for me, after all the lessons I have 
given upon the contempt of death, to be afraid of it 
myself, and to belie by my last act all the principles 
and sentiments of my past life? 

“ But without speaking of my fame, which I should 
extremely injure by sucli a conduct, I do not think it 
allowable to entreat a judge, nor to procure an ac¬ 
quittal by supplications; he ought to be persuaded 
and convinced. The judge does not sit upon the 
bench to show favour by violating the laws, but to do 
justice by conforming to them. He did not take an 
oath to favour whom he pleases; but to do justice 
where it is due. We ought not therefore to accustom 
you to perjury, nor you to suffer yourselves to be ac¬ 
customed to it; for in so doing,both the one and the 
other of us equally injure justice and religion, and 
both become criminal. 

“ Do not therefore expect from me, Athenians, that 
I should have recourse amongst you to means which 
I believe neither honest nor lawful; especially upon 
this occasion, wherein I am accused of impiety by 
Melitus. For if I should influence you by my pray¬ 
ers, and thereby induce yon to violate your oaths, it 
would be undeniably evident that I should teach you 
not to believe in the gods; and even in defending 
and justifying myself, should furnish my adversaries 
with arms against me, and prove that I believe in no 
divinity. But I am very far from such thoughts. I 
am more convinced of the existence of God than my 
accusers; and so convinced, that I abandon myself 
to God and you, that you may judge of me as you 
shall deem best for yourselves and me.” 

Socrates pronounced this discourse with a firm and 
intrepid tone. 2 His air, his action, his visage, bore 
no resemblance to that of a person accused: he 
seemed the master of his judges, from the assurance 
and greatness nf soul with which lie spoke, without, 
however, losing any thing of the modesty natural to 
him. So noble and majestic a deportment displeased 
and gave offence. It is common for judges, 3 who 


i Flat. p. 34, 35. 

5 Socrates iia in judicio capitis pro se ipse dixit, ut non 
simplex aut reus, sed magister aut dominus viderctnr esse 
judicum. Cic. 1. i do Oro.t. n. 231. 

3 Odit, judex fere litigantis securitatom ; cijmque jus 
eura intcliigat, tacitus reverentiam postulat. Quvit. 1, iv. 


look upon themselves as the absolute dispensers o 
life or death to such as are before them, to expect, 
out of a secret tendency of mind, that they should 
appear in their presence with humble submission and 
respectful awe; an homage which they think due 
to their supreme authority. 

This was what happened now. Melitus, however, 
had not at first the fifth part of the voices. We have 
reason to suppose that the judges assembled upon 
this occasion .might amount to five hundred, without 
reckoning the president. The law condemned the 
accuser to pay a fine of a thousand drachmas, 4 if he 
had not the fifth part of the suffrages. This law had 
been wisely established to cheek the boldness and 
impudence of calumniators. Melitus would have 
been obliged to pay this fine, if Anytus and Lycon 
had not joined him, and presented themselves also 
as the accusers of Socrates, Their influence drew 
over a great number of voices, and there were two 
hundred and eighty-one against Socrates, and con¬ 
sequently only two hundred and twenty for him. He 
wanted no more than thirty-one to have been acquit¬ 
ted, 5 for he would then have had two hundred and 
fifty-one, which would have been the majority. 

By this first sentence the judges only declared So¬ 
crates guilty, without decreeing against him any 
penalty. 6 * For when the law did not determine the 
punishment, and when a crime against the state was 
not in question (in which manner I conceive Cicero’s 
expression, frans capitalis , may be understood,) the 
person found guilty had a right to choose the penalty 
lie thought he deserved. Upon his answer the judges 
deliberated a second time, and afterwards passed 
their final sentence. Socrates was informed that he 
might demand an abatement of the penalty, and 
change the condemnation of death into banishment, 
imprisonment, or a fine. He replied generouslj', that 
he would choose neither of those punishments be¬ 
cause that would be to acknowledge himself guilty.— 
“Athenians,” said he, “to keep you no longer in 
suspense, as you oblige me to sentence myself accor¬ 
ding to what I deserve, I condemn myself, for having 
passed my life in instructing yourselves and your 
children; for having* neglected with that view my do¬ 
mestic affairs, and all public employments and digni¬ 
ties; for having devoted myself entirely to the service 
of my country, in labouring incessantly to render my 
fellow-citizens virtuous; I condemn myself, I say, to 
be maintained in the Pi vtaneum at the expense of the 
republic for the rest of my life.”? This last answer 
so much offended the judges, 8 that they condemned 
him to drink hemlock, a punishment very much in 
use amongst them. 

This sentence did not shake the constancy of So¬ 
crates in the least. 9 “I am going,” said he, addres¬ 
sing himself to his judges with a noble tranquillity, 
“to suffer death by your order, to which nature had 
condemned me from the first moment of mj' birth; 
bnt my accusers will suffer no less from infamy and 
injustice bj T the decrees of truth. Did you expect 
from me, that to extricate myself out of your hands, 


* About 25/. 

6 The text varies in Plato: it says, thirty-three, or thirty ; 
whence it is probably defective. 

e Primis sententiis statuebaDt tantijm judines, damnarent 
an absolverent. Erat autem Athenis, rco damnato, si frausr 
capitalis non esset, quasi pcenac aeetimatio. Ex Ecntentia, 
cum judicibiis dareiur, intcrrogabatur reus, quam quasi a?s- 
timaiionem commeruisse se maxime coafileretur. Cic. 1. i. 
dc Oral. n. 234, 232. 

i It appears in Plato, that after this discourse, Socrates, 
without doubt to remove from himself an imputation of 
pride and contumacy, modestly offered to pay a fine propor¬ 
tionate to his indigence, that is to say, one mines (fifty 
livres), and that, at the solicitation of his frioods, who had 
bound themselves for him, he rose in his offer to thirty 
mime. Flat, in Jlpolog. Socrat. p. 3. a . But. Xenophon 
positively asserts the oooirary, p. 705. Thi* difference may 
be reconciled, perhaps, by supposing that Socrates refused 
at first to make any offer, and that he suffered himself at 
Jeogtli to he overcome by the earnest solicitations of his 
friends. 

8 Cujus response sic. judiccs exarserunt, ut capitis homi 
nem innocent issimura condemnarent. CicAA.de Orat. n.233 
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4 . should have employed, according to the custom, 
flattery and pathetic expressions, and the timorous 
and grovelling behaviour of a suppliant? But in 
trials, as well as war, an honest man ought not to use 
all sorts of means for the preservation of his life. It 
is equally dishonourable both in the one and in the 
other, to ransom it only by prayers and tears, and all 
those other abject methods which you see every day 
practised by people in my present condition.” 

Apollodorus, who was one of his friends and disci- 
les, having advanced to him to express his grief for 
is dying innocent: “What,” replied-he, with a 
smile, “would you have me die guilty?” 

Plutarch, 1 to show that only our weakest, part, the 
body, is in the power of man, but that there is another 
infinitely more nohle part of us entirely superior to 
their threats, and inaccessible to their attacks, cites 
these admirable words of Socrates, which are more 
applicable to his judges than his accusers: Anytus 
and Melitus may kill me, but they cannot hurt me. 
As if he had said, in the language of the Pagans: 
Fortune may deprive me of my goods, my health, 
and my life; but I have a treasure within me, of 
which no external violence can deprive me; I mean 
virtue, innocence, fortitude, and greatness of mind. 
This great man, 2 fully convinced of the principle 
he had so often inculcated to his disciples—that guilt 
is the only evil a wise man ought to fear,—chose 
rather to be deprived of some years which he might 
perhaps have to live, than to forfeit in an instant the 
glory of his whole past life, in dishonouring himself 
for ever by the shameful behaviour he was advised to 
observe towards his judges. Seeing that his contem¬ 
poraries had but a slight knowledge of him, he re¬ 
ferred himself to the judgment of posterity; and, by 
the generous sacrifice of the remnant of a life already 
far advanced, acquired and secured to himself the 
esteem and admiration of all succeeding age3. 

SECTION VII.— SOCRATES REFUSES TO ESCAPE 
OUT OF PRISON. HE PASSES THE LAST HAY OF 
HIS LIFE IN DISCOURSING WITH HIS FRIENDS 
UPON THE IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL. HE 
DRINKS THE POISON. PUNISHMENT OF HIS AC¬ 
CUSERS. HONOURS PAID TO HIS MEMORY. 
After the sentence had been passed upon him, 
Socrates , 3 with the same intrepid aspect with which 
he had held the tyrants in awe, went forward towards 
the prison, which lost that name, says Seneca, when 
he entered it, and became the residence of virtue and 
probity. His friends followed him thither, and con¬ 
tinued to visit him during thirty days, which passed 
between his condemnation and death. The cause of 
that long delay was, the Athenians sent every year a 
shin to the isle of Delos, to oiler certain sacrifices; 
and it was prohibited to put any person to death in 
the city, from the time, that the priest of Apollo had 
crowned the poop of this vessel, as a signal of its de¬ 
parture, till tne same vessel should return. So that 
sentence having been passed upon Socrates the day 
after that ceremony began, it was necessary to defer 
the execution of it thirty days, during the continu¬ 
ance of this voyage. 

In this long interval, death had sufficient oppor¬ 
tunity to present itself before his eyes in all its ter¬ 
rors, and to put his constancy to the proof, not only 
by the severe rigour of a dungeon, and the irons upon 
his legs,, but by the continual prospect and cruel 
expectation of an event which nature always abhors. 
In this sod condition he did not cease to enjoy that 


i De anim. tranquil, p. 475. 

a Maluit. vir sapiontissimus quod suppress^ ox vita sibi 
perire, quatn quod prrcterissct: et quando ab bominibus eui 
teniporis parftm intolligebutur, poeternrum judiciis rescr- 
vavit, brevi detrimento jam ultimce sencr.tutis tevum sceu- 
lorum omnium consecutus. Quint.* 1. i, e. 1. 

3 Soerat.cs eodem illo vultu, quo aliquamlo solus trisrfnta 
tyrannos in ordiuem rcdcgcrat. carcerem intravit, ignnmi- 
niam ipsi loro dotracturux. Neque rnim pntcrat career 
videri, in quo Socrates ernt. Scncc.in Consol, ad Helvct. 
o.. xiii. 

Socrates carcerem intrnndo purgavit, omnique honestiu- 
rem curia reddidit. Id. de vit> heal. c. xxvii. 
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profound tranquillity of mind which his friends had 
always admired in him . 4 He conversed with them 
with the same temper he had always expressed; and 
Crito observes, that the evening before his death he 
slept as peaceably as at any other time. He even at 
that time composed a hymn in honour of Apollo and 
Diana, and turned one ofiEsop’s fables into verse. 

The day before, or the same day that the ship was 
to arrive from Delos, the return of which was to be 
followed by the death of Socrates, Crito, his intimate 
friend, came to him early in the morning to let him 
know that mournful news, and at the same time to 
inform him that it depended only upon himself to quit 
the prison; that the jailor was gained; that he would 
find the doors open, and offered him a safe retreat in 
Thessaly. Socrates laughed at this proposal, and 
asked him, whether he knew any place out of Attica 
where people did not die ? Crito urged the thing 
very seriously, and pressed him to take advantage of 
so precious an opportunity, adding arguments upon 
arguments to induce his consent, and to engage him 
to resolve upon his escape. Without mentioning the 
inconsolable grief lie should suffer for the death of 
such a friend, how should he support the reproaches 
of an infinity of people, who would believe that it was 
in his power to have saved him, but that he would not 
sacrifice a small part of his wealth for that purpose? 
Could the people ever be persuaded that so w ise a 
man as Socrates would not quit his prison, when he 
might do it with all possible security? Perhaps he 
might fear to expose his friends, or to occasion the loss 
of their fortunes, or even of their lives or liberty. 
Ought there to be any thing more dear and precious 
to them than the preservation of Socrates? Even 
strangers themselves dispute that honour with them; 
many of whom have come expressly with considerable 
sums of money to purchase his escape; and declare, 
that they should think themselves highly honoured 
to receive him amongst them, and to supply him 
abundantly with all he should have occasion fur. 
Ought he then to abandon himself to enemies, who 
have occasioned his being condemned unjustly; and 
can he think it allowable to betray his own cause? 
Is it not essential to his goodness and justice to spare 
his fellow-citizens the guilt of innocent blood? . But 
if all these motives cannot alter him, and he is not 
concerned with regard to himself, can he be insensi¬ 
ble to the interests of his children? In what a con¬ 
dition does he leave them? And can he forget the 
father, only to remember the philosopher? 

Socrates, after having heard him with attention, 
praised his zeal, and expressed his gratitude: but 
before he could accede to his opinion, was for exa¬ 
mining whether it was just for him to depart out of 
prison without the consent of the Athenians. The 
question, therefore, here is to know, whether a man 
condemned to die, though unjustly, can without a 
crime escape from justice and the laws? I do not 
know, whether amongst us, there are many persons 
to be found who would believe that this could be 
made a question. 

Socrates begins with removing every thing foreign 
to the subject, and comes immediately to the bottom 
of the affair. “ I should certainly rejoice extremely, 
my dear Crito, if you could persuade me to quit this 
place, but cannot resolve to do so without being first 
persuaded. We ought not to concern ourselves for 
what the people may say, but for what the sole Judge 
of all that is just or unjust shall say, and that alone 
is truth. All the considerations you have alleged, as 
money, reputation, family, prove nothing, unless you 
show me that what yon propose is just and lawful. 
It is a received and constant principle with us, that 
all injustice is shameful and fatal to him that commits 
it, whatever men may say, or whatever good or evil 
may ensue from it. We have always reasoned from 
this principle even to our latest days, and have never 
departed in the least from it. Would it be possible, 
dear Crito, that at our age our most serious discourses 
should resemble those of infants, who say Yes and 
No almost in the same breath, and have no fixed and 
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determinate notion?”—At each proposition he waited 
Crito’s answer and asseut. 

“Let ns therefore resume our principles, and en¬ 
deavour to make use of them at this time. It has 
always been a maxim with us, that it is never allow¬ 
able upon any pretence whatsoever to comnaft injus¬ 
tice, not even in regard to those who injure us, nor 
to return evil for evil; and that when we have once 
engaged our word, we are bound to keep it inviola¬ 
ble; no interest being capable to dispense with it. 
!s T ow, if at the time I should be ready to make my 
escape, the laws and republic should present them¬ 
selves in a body before me, what could I answer 
to the following questions which they might pnt to 
me? * What are you going to do, Socrates. 4 Is flying 
from justice in this manner aught else than ruining 
entirely the laws and (he republic? Do you believe 
that a state can subsist, after justice is not only no 
longer in force in it, but is even corrupted,subverted, 
and trod under foot by individuals?’ But, it may be 
said, the republic has done me injustice, and has sen¬ 
tenced me wrongfully. 4 Have you forgot,’ the laws 
would reply, ‘that you are under an agreement with 
us to submit yoDr private judgment to that of the 
republic? You were at liberty, if our government 
and regulations did not suit you, to retire and settle 
yourself elsewhere: but a residence of seventy years 
in our city sufficiently denotes that onr regulations 
have not displeased you, and that you have complied 
with them from an entire knowledge and experience 
of them, and out of choice. In fact you owe all you 
are, and all you possess, to them; birth, nurture, 
education, and establishment: for all these proceed 
from the tuition and protection of the republic. Do 
you believe yourself free to break through engage¬ 
ments with her, which you have confirmed by more 
than one oath? Though she should intend to destroy 
you, can you render her evil for evil, and injury for 
injury? Have you a right to act in that manner to¬ 
wards your father and mother; and do you not know 
that your country is more considerable, nnd more 
worthy of respect before God and man, than either 
father or mother, or all the relations in the world toge¬ 
ther; that your country is to be honoured and revered, 
to be complied with in her excesses, and to be treated 
with tenderness and kindness even in her most violent 
proceedings? in a word, that she is either to be re¬ 
claimed by wise counsels and respectful remonstran¬ 
ces, or to be obeyed in her commands, and all she 
shall decree suffered without murmuring? As for 
your children, Socrates, your friends will render 
them all the services in their power; at least the 
Divine Providence will not fail them. Resign your¬ 
self therefore to onr reasons, and take the counsel of 
those who have given you birth, nurture, and educa- 
cation. Set not so high a value upon your children, 
your life, or any thing in the world, as upon justice; 
that when you appear before the tribunal of Pluto, 
you may not be at a loss to defend yourself in the 
presence of your judges. But if you demean your¬ 
self otherwise, we shall continue your enemies as long 
as you live, without ever affording you relaxation or 
repose; anti when you are dead, our sisters, the laws 
in the regions below, will be as little favourable to 
you; knowing that you have been guilty of using 
your utmost endeavours to destroy us.* ” 

Socrates observed to Crito, that he seemed actually 
to hear all he had said, and that the sound of these 
words echoed so continually in his ears, that they en¬ 
tirely engrossed him, and left him no other thoughts 
or words. Crito, agreeing in fact that he had nothing 
to reply, continued silent, and withdrew from his 
friend. 

At length the fatal ship returned to Athens,which 
was in a manner the signal for the death of Socrates. 1 
The next day all his friends, except Plato, who was 
sick, repaired to the prison earlv in the morning. 
The jai lor desired them to wait a little, because the 
eleven magistrates (who had the direction of the 
prisons) were at that time signifying to the prisoner 
that he was to die the same day. Presently after they 


1 Plat, in Phscd. p. 59, &c. 


entered, and found Socrates, whose chains had been 
taken ofi, a sitting by Xantippe his wife, who held one 
of his children in her arms. As soon as she perceived 
them she uttered piercing cries, sobbing, and tearing 
her face and hair, and made the prison resound with 
her complaints. “ Oh my dear Socrates, your friends 
are come to see you this day for the last time!” He 
desired that she might be taken away, and she was 
immediately carried home. 

Socrates passed the rest of the day with his friends, 
and conversed with them with his usual cheerfulness 
and tranquillity. The subject of conversation wa3 
most important, and well suited to his present condi¬ 
tion ; that is to say, the immortality of the soul. 
What gave occasion to this discourse was a question 
introduced in a manner by chance, Whether a true 
philosopher ought not to desire and take pains to 
die? This proposition, taken too literally, implied 
an opinion that a philosopher might kill himself. 
Socrates shows that nothing is more unjust than this 
notion; and that man, appertaining to God, who 
formed and placed him with his own hand in the post 
he possesses, cannot abandon it without his permis¬ 
sion, nor quit life without his order. What is it then 
that can induce a philosopher to entertain this love 
for death? It can be only the hope of that happiness 
which he expects in another life, and that hope can 
be founded only upon the opinion of the soul’s im¬ 
mortality. 

Socrates employed the last day of his life in enter¬ 
taining his friends upon this great and important sub¬ 
ject, from which conversation Plato’s admirable dia¬ 
logue, entitled Phccdon, is wholly taken, lie explains 
to his friends all the arguments for believing the soul 
immortal, and refutes all the objections against it, 
which are very near the same as are made at this day. 
This treatise is too long for me to attempt an ab¬ 
stract of it. 

Before he answers any of these objections, 3 he de¬ 
plores a misfortune common enough amongst men, 
who, in consequence of hearing ignorant persons, 
that contradict and doubt every thing, dispute, and 
believe there is nothing certain. “ Is it not a great 
misfortune, dear Phaedon, that having reasons which 
are true, certain, and very easy to be understood, 
there should, however, be persons in the world who 
are not at all affected with them, from their having 
heard those frivolous disputes w herein all things ap¬ 
pear sometimes true and sometimes false. These un¬ 
just and unreasonable men, instead of blaming them¬ 
selves for these doubts, or imputing them to the nar¬ 
rowness of their own capacities, by ascribing the de¬ 
fect to the reasons themselves, proceed at length to a 
detestation of them, and believe themselves more 
judicious and better informed than all others, because 
they imagine they are the only persons who compre¬ 
hend that there is nothing true or certain in the na¬ 
ture of things.” 

Socrates demonstrates the injustice of this pro¬ 
ceeding. He observes, that of two things equally 
uncertain, w isdom enjoins us to choose that which is 
most advantageous with least hazard. “ If what I 
advance,” says he, “ upon the immortality of the 
soul proves true, it is good to believe it; and if after 
my death it proves false I shall still have drawn from 
it in this life this advantage,—of having been less 
sensible here of the evils which generally attend 
human life.” Thb reasoning of Socrates 4 (which 
is real and true in the mouth of a Christian alone) 
is very remarkable. If what I say is true, I gain 
every thing, whilst I hazard very little: and if false, 
I lose nothing; on the contrary', I am still a great 
gainer. 

Socrates does not confine himself to the mere spe¬ 
culation of this great truth, that the soul is immor¬ 
tal; he draws from it useful and necessary conclu- 


a At Athens as soon as sentence was pronounced, upon a 
criminal, he was unbound, and considered as the victim of 
death, whom it was no longer lawful to keep in chains. 
a Plat. p. 90, 91. 

4 Monsieur Pascal has expatiated upon this reasoning in 
his seventh article, and deduced from it a demonstration of 
infinite force. 
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sions for the conduct of life, in explaining what the 
hope of a happy eternity demands from man, that it 
oe not frustrated, and that instead of attaining the 
rewards prepared for the good, they do not expe¬ 
rience the punishment allotted for the wicked. The 
philosopher here sets forth these great truths, which 
a constant tradition, though very much obscured by 
fiction and fable, had always preserved amongst the 
Pagans: the last judgment of the righteous and 
wicked; the eternal punishments to which great crim¬ 
inals are condemned; a place of peace and joy with¬ 
out end for the souls that have retained their purity 
and innocence, or which during this life have ex¬ 
piated their offences by repentance and satisfaction; 
and an intermediate state, in which they purify them¬ 
selves, for a certain time, from less considerable 
crimes that have not been atoned for during this life. 

“ My friends, 1 there is still one thing, wnicb it is 
very just to believe; and this is, that if the soul be 
immortal, it requires to be cultivated with attention, 
not only for what we call the time of life, but for 
that which is to follow, I mean eternity; and the 
least neglect in this point may be attended with end¬ 
less consequences. If death were the final dissolu¬ 
tion of being, the wicked would be great gainers by 
it, as being delivered at once from their bodies, their 
souls, and their vices; but as the soul is immortal, 
it has no other means of being freed from its evils, 
nor any safety for itself, but in becoming very good 
and very prudent; for it carries nothing away with 
it but it? good or bad deeds, its virtues or vices, 
which are Commonly the consequence of the educa¬ 
tion it has received, and the causes of eternal happi¬ 
ness or misery. 

“ When the dead are arrived at the fatal rendez¬ 
vous of departed souls, whither their daemon 2 con¬ 
ducts them, they are all judged. 3 Those w r ho have 
passed their lives in a manner neither entirely crimi¬ 
nal nor absolutely innocent, are sent into a place 
where they suffer pains proportioned to their faults, 
till being purged and cleansed of their guilt, and 
afterwards restored to liberty, they receive the 
reward of the good actions they have done in the 
body. Those who are judged to be incurable on ac¬ 
count of the greatness of their crimes, who delibe¬ 
rately and wilfully have committed sacrileges and 
murders, and other such great offences, the fatal des¬ 
tiny that passes judgment upon them hurls them into 
Tartarus, from whence they never depart. But 
those who are found guilty of crimes, great indeed, 
but worthy of pardon; who have committed violen¬ 
ces in the transports of rage against their father or 
mother, or have killed some oue in a like emotion, 
and afterwards repented; these suffer the same pun¬ 
ishment and in the same place with the last, but for 
a time only, till by their prayers and supplications 
they have obtained pardon from those they have in¬ 
jured. 

“ But, for those who have passed through life with 
eculiar sanctity of manners, delivered from their 
ase earthly abodes as from a prison, they are receiv¬ 
ed on high in a pure region which they inhabit; and, 
as philosophy has sufficiently purified them, they live 
without their bodies 4 through all eternity in a series 
of joys and delights which it is not easy to describe, 
and which the shortness of my time will not permit 
me to explain more at large. 

“ What I have said will suffice, I conceive, to 
prove that we ought to endeavour strenuously 
throughout our whole lives to acquire virtue and 
wisdom; for you see how great a reward and how 
high a hope are proposed to us. And though the 
immortality of the soul were dubious, instead of ap¬ 
pearing a certainty as it does, every wise man ought 
to assure himself that it is well worth his trouble to 
risk his belief of it in this manner. And, indeed, 
can there be a more glorious hazard? We ought to 


» Plat. p. 107. 

* Daemon is a Greek word, which signifies spirit, genius, 

and, with us, angel. s Plat. p. 313,114. 

4 The resurrection of the body was unknown to the 

Pagans. 
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enchant ourselves with this blessed hope, for which 
reason I have lengthened this discourse so much,” 

Cicero expresses these noble sentiments of Socra¬ 
tes with his usual delicacy. Almost at the very mo¬ 
ment, 5 says he, that he had held the deadly draught 
in his bauds, he talked in such a manner as show¬ 
ed that he looked upon death not as a violence 
done to him, but as a means bestowed upon him 
of ascending to heaven. He declared that, upon 
departing out of this life, two ways are open to us: 
the one leads to the place of eternal misery for such 
souls as have sullied themselves here below in shame¬ 
ful pleasures and criminal actions; the other con¬ 
ducts those to the happy mansions of the gods who 
have retained their purity upon earth, and have 
led in human bodies a life almost divine. 

When Socrates had done speaking, 6 Crito desired 
him to give him and the rest of his friends his last 
instructions in regard to his children, and his other 
affairs, that by executing them they might have the 
consolation of doing him some pleasure. “ I shall 
recommend nothing to you this day,” replied Socra¬ 
tes, “ more than I have always done, which is to take 
care of yourselves. You cannot do yourselves a 
greater service, nor do me and my family a greater 
pleasure.” Crito having asked him afterwards in 
what manner he wished to be buried: “As you 
please,” said Socrates, “ if you can lay hold of me, 
and I do not escape out of your hands.” At the 
same time looking upon his friend with a smile; “ I 
can never persuade Crito,” says he, “ that Socrates 
is he who converses with you, and disposes the sev¬ 
eral parts of his discourse: for he always imagines 
that I am what he is going to see dead in a little 
while. He confounds me with my carcass, and there¬ 
fore askes me how I would be interred.” In finishing 
these words he rose up and w ent to bathe himself in 
a chamber adjoining. After he came out of the bath, 
his children were brought to him, for he had three, 
two very little, and the other grown up. He spoke 
to them for some time, gave his orders to the women 
who took care of them, and then dismissed them. 
Being returned into his chamber, he laid himself 
down upon his bed. 

The servant of the Eleven entered at the same in¬ 
stant, and having informed him that the time for 
drinking the hemlock w r as come (which was at sun¬ 
set,) the servant was so much aflected with sorrow, 
that he turned his back and fell a weeping. “ See,” 
said Socrates, “the good disposition of this man! 
Since my imprisonment he has often come to see me 
and to converse with me. He is more w r orthy than 
all his fellows. How heartily the poor man weeps 
forme!” This is a remarkable example, and might 
teach those who hold an office of this kind how 
they ought to behave to all prisoners, but more 
especially to persons of merit, if at any time they 
should happen to fall into their hands. The fatal 
cup was brought. Socrates asked what it was neces¬ 
sary for him to do. “Nothing more,” replied the ser¬ 
vant, “ than as soon as you have drunk off the draught 
to walk about till you find your legs grow weary, 
and afterwards lie down upon your bed.” He took 
the cup without any emotion or change in his co¬ 
lour or countenance, and regarding the man with a 
firm and a steady look, “ Well,” said he, “ what say 
you of this drink; may one make a libation out of 
it?” Upon being told that there was only enough 
for one dose: “At least,” continued he, “we may 


* Cum pene in manu jam mortiferum iUatl teneret po- 
culum, lecutus ita esi, ut non ad mortem trudi, verum in 
ecelum videretur aseendere. Ita enim censebat, itaque 
disseruit: duas esse vias duplieesque eursus animorum 6 
eorpore exoedentium. Nam, qui se humanis vitiis eonta- 
minassent, et se totos libidinibus dedidissent, quibus cnare- 
tati velut domestieis vitiis atque flagiliis ee inquinassent, 
iis devium quoddam iter esse, seclusum a eonsilio deorum: 
ui autem so integros eastosque servavissent, quibusque 
uisset minima rum corporibus eontagio, seseque ab his 
semper sevoeassent, essenlque in corporibus humanis vi- 
tam imitati deorum, his ad illos, a quibus essent profeeti, 
redilum facilem patere. Cic. Tusc. Quest. 1.1. n. 71. 73. 
e Pag. 115—118. 
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say our prayers to the gods, as it is our duty, and im¬ 
plore them to make our exit from this world and our 
last stage happy, which is what I most ardently beg 
of them.” After having spoken these words, he kept 
silence for some time, and then drank off the whole 
draught with an amazing tranquillity, and a serenity 
of aspect not to be expressed. 

Till then his friends, with great violence to them¬ 
selves, had refrained from tears; but after he had 
drunk the potion, they were no longer their own mas¬ 
ters, and wept abundantly. Apollodorns, who had 
been in tears during almost the whole conversation, 
began then to utter great cries, and to lament with 
such excessive grief as pierced the hearts of all that 
were present. Socrates alone remained unmoved, 
and even reproved his friends, though with his usual 
mildness and good nature. “ What are you doing?” 
said he to them; “ I am amazed at you. Ah! what 
has become of your virtue? Was it not for this I sent 
away the women, that they might not fall into these 
weaknesses. For I have always heard say that we 
ought to die peaceably, and blessing the gods. Be at 
ease, I beg you, and show more constancy and reso¬ 
lution.” These words filled them with confusion, and 
obliged then) to restrain their tears, 

Jn the meantime he kept walking to and fro; and 
when he found his legs grow weary, he lay down upon 
his back as he had been directed. 

The poison then operated more and more. When 
Socrates found it began to gain upon the heart, un¬ 
covering his face, which had been covered, without 
doubt to prevent any thing from disturbing him in his 
last moments. “ Crito,” said he, and these xvere his 
last words, “we owe acock to yEsculapius; discharge 
that vow for me, and pray do not forget it.” Soon 
after which he breathed his last. Crito drew near and 
closed his mouth and eyes. Such was the end of So¬ 
crates, in the first year of the 95th Olympiad, and the 
seventieth of his age. Cicero says he could never 
read the description of his death in Plato without 
tears. 1 * 

Plato and the rest of Socrates’s disciples appre¬ 
hending the rage of his accusers was not satiated by 
that victim, retired to Megara to the house of Euclid, 
where they stayed till the storm blew over. Euripi¬ 
des, however, to reproach the Athenians with the 
horrible crime they had committed in condemning 
the best of men to die upon such slight grounds, com¬ 
posed his tragedy called Palamedes, in which, under 
the name of that hero, who was also destroyed by 
a foul calumny* he deplored the misfortune of his 
friend. When the actor came .o repeat this verse, 

You doom the justest of the Greeks to perish ; 

the whole theatre, remembering Socrates by so mark¬ 
ed a characteristic, melted into tears, and a decree 

assed to prohibit speaking any more of him in public. 

ome believed Euripides was dead before Socrates, 
and reject this anecdote. 

Be this as it may, the people of Athens did not 
open their eyes till some time after the death of So¬ 
crates. Their hatred being satisfied, their prejudices 
were dispelled, and time having given them oppor¬ 
tunity for reflection, the notorious injustice of the 
sentence appeared in all its horrors. Nothing was 
heard throughout the city but discourses in favour of 
Socrates. The Academy, the Lyceum, private houses, 
public walks, and market places, seemed still to re¬ 
echo the sound of his loved voice. Here, said they, 
he formed our youth, and taught our children to love 
their country, and to honour their parents. In this 
place he gave us his admirable lessons, and sometimes 
made us seasonable reproaches, to engage us more 
warmly in the pursuit of virtue. Alas! how have we 
rewarded him for such important services? Athens 
was in universal mourning and consternation. The 
schools were shut up, and all exercises suspended. 
The accusers were called to account for the innocent 
blood they had caused to be shed. Melitus was con¬ 
demned to die and the rest banished. Plutarch ob¬ 


serves, 9 that all those who had any share in this black 
calumny, were in such abomination amongst the citi¬ 
zens, that no one would give them fire, answer them 
any question, nor go into the same bath with them, 
and had the place cleansed where they had bathed, 
as being polluted by their touching it; which drove 
them into such despair, that many of them killed 
themselves. 

The Athenians, 3 not contented with having pun¬ 
ished his accusers, caused a statue of brass to be 
erected to him, of the workmanship of the celebrated 
Lysippus, and placed it in one of the most conspicu¬ 
ous parts of the city. Their respect and gratitude 
rose even to a religious veneration; they dedicated 
a chapel to him, as to a hero and a demigod, which 
they called X*xp*rt7ov, that is to say, the chapel of 
Socrates. 

SECTION VIII.— -REFLECTIONS UPON THE SEN¬ 
TENCE PASSED ON SOCRATES BY THE ATHENI¬ 
ANS, AND UPON SOCRATES HIMSELF. 

We must be very much surprised, when on the 
one side we consider the extreme delicacy of the 
people of Athens, with respect to what regards the 
worship of the gods, which ran so high as to occasion 
their condemning the most eminent persons upon the 
simple suspicion, of their failing in respect for them; 
and on the other, when we see the exceeding tolera¬ 
tion, to call it no worse, with which the same people 
hear comedies every day, in which all the gods pre 
turned into ridicule in a manner capable of inspiring 
the highest contempt for them. All Aristophanes’ 
pieces abound with pleasantries, or rather buffoone¬ 
ries, of this kind; and if it is true, that this poet did 
not know what it was to spare the greatest men of 
the republic, it may be said also as justly, he spared 
the gods still less. ' 

Such were the daily entertainments in the theatre, 
which the people of Athens heard not only without 
pain, but with such joy, pleasure, and applause, that 
they rewarded the poet with public honours who 
diverted them so agreeably. What was there in 
Socrates that came near this excessive license? Ne¬ 
ver did any person of the pagan world speak of 
the Divinity, or of the adoration due to him, in so 
pure, so noble, and so respectful a manner. He did 
not declare against the gods publicly received and 
honoured by a religion more ancient than the city; 
he only avoided imputing to them the crimes and 
infamous actions, which the popular credulity ascribed 
to them, and which were only calculated to depreci¬ 
ate and decry them in the minds of the people. He 
did not blame the sacrifices, festivals, nor the other 
ceremonies of religion; he only taught, that all pomp 
and outward show could not be agreeable to the gods 
without uprightness of intention and purity of heart. 

This wise, this illumined, this religious man, how¬ 
ever, with all his veneration and noble sentiments in 
regard to the Divinity, is condemned as an impious 
person by the suffrages of almost a whole people, 
without his accusers being able to instance one single 
avowed fact, or to produce any evidence that has the 
least appearance of probability. 

From whence could so evident, so universal, and so 
determinate a contradiction arise amongst the Athe¬ 
nians? A people, abounding in other respects with 
wit, taste, and knowledge, must without doubt have 
had their reasons, at least in appearance, for a con¬ 
duct so different, and sentiments so opposite, to their 
general character. May we not say 1- , that the Athe¬ 
nians considered their gods in a double light? They 
confined their real religion to the public, solemn, and 
hereditary worship, as they had received it from their 
ancestors, as it was established by the laws of the 
state, had been practised from immemorial time, and 
especially confirmed by the oracles, auguries, offer¬ 
ings, and sacrifices. It is by this standard they regu¬ 
lated their piety; against which they could not suffer 
the least attempt whatsoever: it was of this worship 
alone that they were jealous; it was for these ancient 
ceremonies that they were such ardent zealots; and 


i Quid dicam de Socrati, cujus morti illacryraari soleo 

Platonem legens ? De nat. deor. lib. iii. n. 82. 


a De iavid. et ndio, p. 538. 


s Diog. p. I1G 





PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


395 


they believed, though without foundation, that Socra¬ 
tes was an enemy to then). But there was another 
kind of religion, founded upon fable, poetical fictions, 
popular opinions, and foreign customs; for this they 
were little concerned, aud abandoned it entirely to 
the poets, to the representations of the theatre, and 
common conversation. 

What grossness did they not attribute to Juno and 
Venus'? 1 No citizen would have wished that his 
wife or daughters should resemble those goddesses. 
Timotheus, the famous musician, having represented 
Diana upon the stage of Athens, transported with 
folly, fury, and rage, one of the spectators conceived 
he could not utter a greater imprecation against him, 
than to wish his daughter might resemble that di¬ 
vinity. It is better, says Plutarch, to believe there 
are no gods, than to imagine them of this kind; open 
and declared impiety being less profane, if we may 
be allowed to say so, thau so gross and absurd a 
superstition. 

However it be, the sentence, of which we have re¬ 
lated the circumstances, will, through all ages, cover 
Athens with infamy and reproach, which all the splen¬ 
dour of its glorious actions, for which it is otherwise 
so justly renowned, ean never obliterate: and it shows 
at the same time what is to be expected from a people, 
gentle, humane, and beneficent at bottom, for such the 
Athenians really were, but volatile, proud, haughty, 
inconstant, wavering with every wind and every im¬ 
pression. It is therefore with reason that public as¬ 
semblies have been compared to a tempestuous sea; 
as that element, like the people, though calm and 
peaceable of itself, is subject to be frequently agitated 
by a violence not its own. 

As to Socrates, it must be allowed that the pagan 
world never produced any thing so great and perfect. 
When we observe to what a height he carries the 
sublimity of his sentiments, not only in respect to the 
moral virtues, temperance, sobriety, patience in ad¬ 
versity, the love of poverty, and the forgiveness of 
wrongs; but, what is far more considerable, in regard 
to the Divinity, his unity, omnipotence, creation of 
the world, and providence in the government of it; 
the immortality of the soul, its ultimate end and eter¬ 
nal destiny; the rewards of the good and the punish¬ 
ment of the wicked: when we consider this train of 
sublime knowledge, we ask ourselves whether it is a 
pagan who thinks and speaks in this manner; and 
are scarce persuaded that from so dark and obscure a 
stock as paganism, should shine forth such brilliant 
and glorious rays of light. 

It is true, his reputation has not been unimpeached, 
and it has been affirmed that the purity of his man¬ 
ners did not correspond with that of his sentiments. 
This question has been discussed by the learned, 2 
but my plau will not admit me to treat it in its full 
extent. The reader may see Abbe Fraguier’s disser¬ 
tation in defence of Socrates, against tne reproaches 
made him upon account of his conduct. The nega¬ 
tive argument he makes use of in his justification 
seems a very strong one. He observes, that neither 
Aristophanes in his comedy of The Clouds , which is 
entirely directed against Socrates, nor his vile ac¬ 
cusers in his trial, have advanced one word that tends 
to impeach the purity of his manners: and it is not 

E robable that such violent enemies as those would 
ave neglected one of the most likely methods to dis¬ 
credit him in the opinion of his judges, if there had 
been any foundation or probability for the use of it. 

I confess, however, that certain principles of Plato, 
his disciple, held by him in common with his master, 
with respect to the nudity of the combatants in the 
public games, from which at the same time he did not 
exclude the fair sex; and the behaviour of Socrates 
himself, who wrestled naked, man to man with Alci- 
biades, give us no great idea of that philosopher’s 
delicacy in point of modesty and bashfuiness. What 
shall we say of his visit to Theodota, 3 a woman of 
Athens of indifferent reputation, only to assure him- 


1 Hut. de superset, p. 170. 

c Meraoires de l’Acad£mie des Inseript. turn. iv. p. 372. 
1 Xonoph. Mcmorab. 1. iii. p. 783—786. 


self with his own eyes of her extraordinary beauty 
which was much talked of, and of the precepts he gave 
her, in order to attract admirers and to retain them 
in her snares? Are such lessons very suitable to a 
philosopher? I pass over many other things in 
silence. 

I am the less surprised after this, that several of the 
fathers have censured him in regard to the purity of 
his manners, and that they have thought fit to apply 
to him, as well as to his disciple Plato, what St. Paul 
says of the philosophers: 4 That God by a just judg¬ 
ment abandoned them to a reprobate mind, and the 
most shameful lusts, as a punishment; for that having 
clearly known there was but one true God, they had 
not honoured him as they ought, by publicly avowing 
their belief, and were not ashamed to associate with 
him an innumerable multitude of divinities, ridiculous 
and infamous even in their own opinions. 

And in this, properly speaking, consists the crime 
of Socrates, which diet not make him guilty in the 
eyes of the Athenians, but gave occasion for his 
being justly condemned by eternal Truth. She had 
illuminated his soul with the most pure and sublime 
lights of which the pagan world was capable; for 
we are not ignorant that all knowledge of God, even 
natural, cannot come but from himself alone. He 
held admirable principles on the subject of the Divi¬ 
nity. He agreeably rallied the fables of the poets, 
upon which the ridiculous mysteries of his age were 
founded. He often spoke, and in the most exalted 
terms, of the existence of one only God, eternal, in¬ 
visible, creator of the universe, supreme director and 
arbiter of all events, avenger of crimes and rewarder 
of virtues; but he had not the courage to bear public 
testimony to these great truths. 5 He perfectly dis¬ 
cerned the falsehood and absurdity of tne pagan sys¬ 
tem; and nevertheless, as Seneca says of the wise 
man, and as he acted himself, he observed exactly all 
the customs and ceremonies, not as agreeable to the 
gods, but as enjoined by the laws. He acknowledged 
at bottom one only Divinity, 6 and worshipped with 
the people that multitude of infamous idols which 
ancient superstition had heaped up during a long 
succession of ages. He held peculiar opinions in the 
schools, but followed the multitude in the temples. 
As a philosopher, he despised and detested the idols 
in secret; as a citizen of Athens and a senator, he 
paid them in public the same adoration with others: 
by so much the more W'ortby of blame, says St. Au¬ 
gustin, as that worship, which was only external and 
dissembled, seemed to the people to be the effect of 
sincerity and conviction. 

And it cannot be said that Socrates altered his con¬ 
duct at the end of his life, or that he then expressed 
a greater zeal for truth. In his defence before the 
people, he declared that he had always received and 
honoured the same gods as the Athenians: end the 
last order he gave before he expired, was to sacrifice 
in his name a cock to iEsculapius. Behold, then, 
this prince of the philosophers, declared by the Del¬ 
phic oracle the wisest of mankind, who notwithstand¬ 
ing his internal conviction of one only Divinity, dies 
in the bosom of idolatry, and professing to adore all 
the gods of the Pagan theology. Socrates is the 
more inexcusable in this, since, declaring himself a 
man expressly appointed by Heaven to bear witness 
to the truth, he fails in the most essential duty of the 
glorious commission he ascribes to himself. For if 
there be any truth in religion that we ought most 
particularly to avow', it is that which regards the 


* Rom. ch. i. ver. 17—32. 

* Du® omnia (ait Seneea) sapiens servabit tanquam fegi- 
bus jussa, non tanquam diis grata—Omnem istam ignobilern 
deorum turbam, quam longo sevo longa supersiitio congcssit, 
sie, inquit, adorabimus, ut meminerimu3 eultum ejos magia 
ad morem, qudm ad rem, pertincre—Sed isle, quem philo- 
sophia quasi liberum fecerat, tamen, quia illustris senator 
erat, eolebat quod reprehendebai, ngebat quod arguebai, 
quod culpabat adorabat—eo damnabilius, quu ilia, quremen- 
daoitcr agebat, sic agerot, ut eum populus veraeiter agere 
existimaret. & August, de civit. Dei, 1. vi. c. 10. 

* Eorum sapientes, quo* philosopbos vacant, scbolas ha 
bebant dissentientes, et templa eommunia. Id, lib, de ter 
rel. c. i. 







396 


HISTORY OF THE 


unity of the Godhead, and the vanity of idol wor¬ 
ship. In this his courage would have been well 
placed; nor would it have been any great difficulty 
to Socrates, determined besides as he was to die. 
But, says St. Augustin, 1 it was not these philoso¬ 
phers who were designed by God to enlighten the 
world, nor to bring men over from the impious 
worship of false deities to the holy religion of the 
true God. 

We cannot deny Socrates to have been the hero of 
the Pagan world in regard to moral virtues. But to 
judge rightly' of him, let us draw a parallel between 
this supposed hero and the martyrs of Christianity, 
who often were young children and tender virgins, 


i Non sic isti nati erant,ut populorum suorum opinionem 

ad verum cultum veri Dei a simulacrurum superstitione 

atque ab hujus mutidi vanitate eonverterent. 5. August . 

lib. de ver. rcl. c. ii. 


and yet were not afraid to shed the last drop of their 
blood, to defend and confirm the same trutns, which 
Socrates knew, without daring to assert them in pub 
lie: I mean the unity of God, and the vanity of idols. 
Let us also compare the so much boasted death of 
this prince of philosophers, with that of our holy 
bishops, who have done the Christian religion so 
much honour, by the sublimity of their genius, the 
extent of their knowledge, and the beauty and excel¬ 
lence of their writings; a saint Cyprian, a saint Au¬ 
gustin, and so many others, w T ho were all seen to die 
in the bosom of humility, fully convinced of their 
unworthiness and nothingness, penetrated with a 
lively fear of the judgments of God, and expecting 
their salvation from his sole goodness and condescen¬ 
ding mercy. Philosophy inspires no such sentim*~,ts; 
they could proceed only from the grace of the Me¬ 
diator, which Socrates was not thought worthy to 
know, 


THE ANCIENT 

HISTORY OF THE PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


BOOK X. 


MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE GREEKS. 

The most essential part of history, and that which 
it concerns the reader most to know, is that which 
explains the character and manners as well of the 
people in general, as of the great persons in particu¬ 
lar, of whom it treats; and this may be said to be in 
some sort the soul of history, while the facts are only 
the body.—I have endeavoured, as occasion offered, 
to paint in their true colours the most illustrious 
personages of Greece; it remains for me to show the 
genius and character of the people themselves. I 
shall confine myself to those of Lacedaemon and 
Athens, who always held the first rank amongst the 
Greeks, and shall reduce what I have to say upon 
this subject to three heads; their political govern¬ 
ment, war, and religion. 

Sigonius, Meursius, Potter, and several others, who 
have written upon Grecian antiquities, supply me 
with great lights, and are of much use to me in the 
suhject which it remains for me to treat. 


CHAPTER I. 

OF POLITICAL GOVERNMENT. 

There are three principal forms of government:— 
Monarchy, in which a single person reigns; Aristo¬ 
cracy, in which the elders and wisest governs; and 
Democracy, under which the supreme authority is 
lodged in the hands of the people. The most cele¬ 
brated writers of antiquity, as Plato, Aristotle, Poly¬ 
bius, and Plutarch, give the preference to the first 
kind, as including the most advantages with the few¬ 
est inconveniences. But all agree—and it cannot be 
too often inculcated—that the end of all government, 
and the duty of every one invested with it, be the 
form what it inay, is to use his utmost endeavours to 
render those under his command happy and just, by 


obtaining for them on the one side safety and tran¬ 
quillity, with the advantages and conveniences of life; 
and on the other, all the means and helps that may 
contribute to making them virtuous. As the pilot’s 
aim, says Cicero, 1 is to steer his vessel happily into 
port, tne physician’s to preserve or restore health, 
the general’s of an army to obtain victory; so a 
prince, and every man who governs others, ought to 
make the utility of the governed his ultimate aim; 
and to remember, that the supreme law of every just 
government is the good of the public, Salus populi 
suprema lex esto. 2 He adds, that the greatest and 
most noble function in the world, is to be the author 
of the happiness of a nation. 

Plato in a hundred places esteems as nothing the 
most shining qualities and actions of those who go¬ 
vern, if they do not tend to promote the two great 
ends I have mentioned, the virtue and hajm’iness of 
the people; and he refutes at large, in the nrst book 
of his Republic, 3 one Thrasymachus, who advanced, 
that subjects were born for the prince, and not the 
prince for his subjects; and that whatever promoted 
the interests of the prince or commonwealth, ought 
to be deemed just and lawful. 

In the distinctions which have been made upon the 
several forms of government, it has been agreed, that 
that would be the most perfect which should unite in 
itself, by a happy mixture of institutions, all the ad¬ 
vantages, and exclude all the inconveniences of the 
rest; and almost all the ancients have believed, that 
the Lacedaemonian government came nearest to this 
idea of perfection. 4 


* Tenes-ne igitur, moderatorem ilium reip. quo referre 
velimus omnia?—Ut gubernatori cursus secundusr, medico 
salus, imperaiori victoria, sic huic moderatori rcip. beata 
civium vita proposita est, et opibus firma, copiis locuplcs, 
gloria ampla, viriute honesta sit. Hujus enim operis maxim* 
inter homines atque optimi ilium esse perfcctorum volo. A3 
Attic. 1. viii. Epist. 10. 

* Cic. de leg. 1. iii. n. 8. * Page 338—343, 

4 Polyb. 1. vi. p. 458, 459, 
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ARTICLE I. 

OF THE GOVERNMENT OF SPARTA. 

From the time that the Heraclida? had re-entered 
Peloponnesus, Sparta was governed by two kings, 
who were always of the same two families, descend¬ 
ed from Hercules by two different branches; as I 
have observed elsewhere. Whether from pride and 
the abuse of despotic power on the side of the kings, 
or the desire of independence and an immoderate 
love of liberty on that of the people, Sparta, in its 
beginnings, was always involved in commotions and 
revolts; which would infallibly have occasioned its 
ruin, as had happened at Argos and Messene, two 
neighbouring cities equally powerful with itself, if 
the wise foresight of Lycurgus had not prevented the 
fatal consequences by the reformation which he made 
in the state. I have related it at large in the life of 
that legislator, and shall only touch here upon what 
regards the government. 

SECTION I.— ABRIDGED IDEA OF THE SPARTAN 

GOVERNMENT. ENTIRE SUBMISSION TO THE LAWS 

WAS IN A MANNER THE SOUL OF IT. 

Lycurgus restored order and peace in Sparta by 
tne establishment of the senate. It ennsisted of 
twenty-eight senators, and the two kings presided in 
it. This august assembly, formed out of the wisest 
and most experienced men in the nation, served as a 
counterpoise to. the two other authorities, that of the 
kings, and that of the people; and whenever the one 
attempted to overbear the other, the senate inter¬ 
posed, by joining the weakest, and thereby held the 
balance even between both. At length, to prevent 
this body itself from abusing its power, which ivas 
very great, a kind of curb was annexed to it, by the 
nomination of five Ephori, who were elected out of 
the people, whose office lasted only one year, but 
who haa authority, not only over the senators, but 
the kings themselves. 

The power of the kings was extremely limited, 
especially in the city, and in time of peace. In war 
they had the command of the fleets and armies, and 
at that time greater authority. However, 1 they had 
even then a kind of inspectors and commissioners as¬ 
signed them, who served as a necessary council, and 
were generally chosen for that office from among 
those citizens who were out of favour with them, in 
order that there should be no connivance on their 
side, and the republic be the better served. There 
was almost continually some secret misunderstanding 
between the two kings; whether it proceeded from a 
natural jealousy between the two branches, or was 
the effect of the Spartan policy, to which their too 
great union might nave given umbrage. 

The Ephori had a greater authority at Sparta than 
the tribunes of the people at Rome. They presided 
in the election of the magistrates, and called them to 
an account for their administration. Their power ex¬ 
tended even to the persons of their kings, and of the 
princes of the hlood royal, whom they had a right to 
imprison, which right they actually used in the case 
of Pausanias. When they sat upon their seats in the 
tribunal, they did not rise up when the kings entered, 
which was a mark of respect paid them by all the 
other magistrates, and this seems to imply a kind of 
euperiority in the Ephori in consequence of their re¬ 
presenting the people; and it is observed of Agesi- 
laus, that when he was seated upon his throne to 
dispense justice, 2 and the Ephori came in, he never 
failed to rise up to do them honour. It is very pro¬ 
bable, that before him it was not usual for the kings 
to behave in that manner, since Plutarch relates this 
behaviour of Agesilaus as peculiar to him. 

All public business was proposed and examined in 
the senate, and there it was that resolutions were 
passed. But the decrees of the senate were not of 
force unless ratified by the people. 

There must have been exceeding wisdom in the 
laws established by Lycnrgus for the government of 
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Sparta, because, as long as they were exactly ob¬ 
served, no commotions or seditions of the people 
were ever known in the city, no change in the form 
of government ever proposed, no private person 
usurped authority by violence, or made himself ty¬ 
rant; the people never thought of depriving the two 
families, in which it had always been, of the sove¬ 
reignty, nor did any of the kings ever attempt to 
assume more power than the laws permitted. This 
reflection, 3 which both Xenophon and Polybius make, 
shows the idea they had of the. wisdom of Lycurgus 
in political matters,and the opinion we ought to have 
of it. In fact, no other city of Greece had this ad¬ 
vantage, and all of them experienced many changes 
and vicissitudes, for ivant of similar laws to perpetuate 
their form of government. 

The reason of this constancy and stability of the 
Lacedaemonians in their government and conduct is, 
that in Sparta the laws governed absolutely, and with 
sovereign authority; whereas the greatest part of the 
other Grecian cities, abandoned to the caprice of 
private individuals, to despotic power, to an arbitrary 
and irregular sway, experienced the truth of Plato’s 
saying: that the city is miserable, 4 where the magis¬ 
trates command the laws, and not the laws the ma¬ 
gistrates. 

The example of Argos and Messene, which I have 
already pointed out, would alone suffice to show how 
just and true that reflection is. After their return from 
the Trojan war, 5 the Greeks, distinguished by the 
name of Dorians, established themselves in three 
cities of Peloponnesus, Lacedaemon, Argos, and 
Messene; and swore mutually to assist each other. 
These three cities, governed alike by monarchal 
power, had the same advantages; except that the 
two latter were far superior to the other in the fer¬ 
tility of the territory where they were situated. Ar¬ 
gos and Messene, however, did not long preserve 
their superiority. The haughtiness of the kings, and 
the disobedience of the people, occasioned their fall 
from the flourishing condition in which they had 
been at first: and their example proved, says Plu¬ 
tarch, after Plato, that it was the peculiar favour of 
the gods which gave the,Spartans such a man as Ly¬ 
curgus, capable of prescribing so wise and reasonable 
a plan of government. 

To support it without change, particular care was 
taken to educate the youth according to the laws and 
manners of the country; in order that, by being early 
engrafted into them, and confirmed by long habitude, 
they might become, as it were, a second nature. The 
hard and sober manner in which they were brought 
up, inspired them during the rest of their lives with a 
natural taste for frugality and temperance that distin¬ 
guished them from all other nations, and wonderfully 
adapted them to support the fatigues of war. Plato 
observes, 6 * that this salutary custom had banished from 
Sparta,and all the territory dependent upon it, drunk¬ 
enness, debauchery, and all the disorders that ensue, 
from them; insomuch that it ivas a crime punishable 
by law to drink wine to excess even in the Bacchana¬ 
lia, which every where else were days of license, and 
on which whole cities gave themselves up to the last 
excesses. 

They also accustomed the children from tlieir ear¬ 
liest infancy to an entire submission to the laws, ma¬ 
gistrates, and all in authority; and their education, 1 * 
properly speaking, was no more than an apprentice¬ 
ship of obedience. It was for this reason that Agesi¬ 
laus advised Xenophon to send his children to Sparta, 
as to an excellent school, where they might learn the 
greatest and most noble of all sciences, 8 to obey and 
to command , for the one naturally leads on to the 
other. It was not only the mean, the poor, and the 
ordinary citizens, who were subjected in this manner 


a Xenophon, in Agesil. p. 651. Polyb. 1. vi. p. 459. 

« Plat. 1. iv. de leg. p. 715. 

® Plat. 1. iii. do leg. p. 083—G55. Plut. in Lycurg. p. 43. 

e Plat. 1. i. de leg. n. 037. 

* 'Cla-Ti t»)v TrxtStixv t'lvxt psKtrqv tvveiieius. Plut. in 

Lycurg . p. 58. 

8 iJ«r0/xlv9W? TO)V HX$V t flXTu}V TO XStXMCTGl', 

tcu'i upxuv. Plut in Jigesil. p. 606. 

21 


* Arisi. de rep.!. ii. p. 331. 


® Plut. in Agesil. p.597. 
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to the laws, but the rich, the powerful, the magis¬ 
trates, and even the kings; aud they distinguished 
themselves from the others only by a more exact 
obedience; convinced that such behaviour was the 
surest means to their being obeyed and respected 
themselves by their interiors. 

Hence came the so much celebrated answers of 
Demnratus. * 1 Xerxes could not comprehend how the 
Lacedcetnonians, who had no master to control them, 
should be-capable of confronting dangers and death. 
“They are free and independent of all men,” replied 
Demaratus, “but the law is above them and com¬ 
mands them; and that law ordains that they must 
conquer or die.” Upon another occasion, 2 when 
somebody expressed their surprise, that being king 
be should suffer himself to be banished: “ It is,” says 
he, “because at Sparta the laws are stronger than 
the kings.” 

This appears evidently in the ready obedience of 
Agesilaus to the orders of the Ephori, 3 when recalled 
by them to the support of his country; a delicate 
occasion for a king and a conqueror; but to him it 
seemed more glorious to obey his country and the 
laws, 4 than to command numerous armies, or even to 
conquer Asia. 

SECTION II. —LOVE OF FO VERT IT INSTITUTED AT 
SPARTA. 

To this entire submission to the laws of the state, 
Lycurgns added another principle of government no 
less admirable, which was to remove from Sparta all 
luxury, profusion, and magnificence; to bring riches 
absolutely into discredit, to make poverty honourable, 
and at the same time necessary, by substituting a spe¬ 
cies of iron money in the place of gold and silver 
coin, which till then had been current. I have ex¬ 
plained elsewhere the measures that he used to make 
so difficult an undertaking succeed, and shall con¬ 
fine myself here to examining w hat judgment should 
be passed on it, as it affects a government. 

Was the poverty to which Lvcurgus reduced Spar¬ 
ta, and which seemed to prohibit to that state all con¬ 
quest, and to deprive it of all means of augmenting 
its force and grandeur, well adapted to render it pow¬ 
erful and flourishing? Does such a constitution of 
government, which till then had no example, nor has 
since been imitated by any state, evince a great fund 
of prudence and policy in a legislator? And was not 
the modification conceived afterwards under Lysand- 
er, of continuing private persons in their poverty, 
and restoring to the public the use of gold and silver 
coin, a wise amendment of what was too strained and 
excessive in that law of Lycurgns of which we are 
speaking? 

It seems, if we consult only the common views of 
human prudence, that it is just to reason in this man¬ 
ner; but the event, which is an infallible evidence and 
arbiter in this place, obliges me to be of a quite dif¬ 
ferent opinion. Whilst Sparta remained poor, and 
persisted in the contempt of gold and silver, which 
continued for several ages, she was still powerful and 

lorious; and the commencement of her decline may 

e dated from the time when she began to break 
through the severe prohibition of Lvcurgus against 
the use of gold and silver money. 

The education which he instituted for the young 
Lacedaemonians, the hard and sober life which he 
recommended with so much care, the laborious and 
violent exercises of the body prescribed by him, the 
abstraction from all other application and employ¬ 
ment, in a word, all his laws and institutions show, 
that his view was to form a nation of soldiers, solely 
devoted to arms and military functions. I do not 
pretend absolutely to justify this scheme, which had 
its great inconveniences; and I have expressed my 
thoughts of it elsewhere. But, admitting this to 
be his view, we must confess that legislator showed 


* Herod. 1. vii. o. J45,146. 

* Plut. in Apoph. Laron. p. 520. 

» Idem, in Affesil. p. 606, 604. 

* Multo gloriosius dux it, si institute pa trim paruisset, 
quaxu si bello superaseet Asiara. Corn. J\ r cp. i/t Jigcsil c. iv. 


great wisdom in the means he took to carry it into 
execution. 

The almost inevitable danger of a people solely 
trained up for war, who have always their arms in 
their hands, and that which is most to be feared, is 
injustice, violence, ambition, the desire of increasing 
their power, of taking advantage of their neigh¬ 
bours’ weakness, of oppressing them by force, of 
invading their lands under false pretexts, which the 
lust of dominion never fails to suggest, and of exten¬ 
ding their bounds as far as possible; all vices and 
extremes which are horrid in private persons, and 
the ordinary intercourse of life, but which men have 
thought fit to applaud as grandeur and glory in the 
persons of princes and conquerors. 

The great care of Lycurgus was to defend his 
people against this dangerous te/nptntion. Without 
mentioning the other means he made use of, he em¬ 
ployed two which could not fail of producing their 
effect. The first was to prohibit all navigation and 
war at sea to his citizens. 6 The situation of his city, 
and the fear lest commerce, the usual source of lux¬ 
ury and disorder, should corrupt the purity of the 
Spartan manners, might have a share in this prohi¬ 
bition. But his principal motive was to put it out 
of his citizens’ power to project conquests, which a 
people shut up within the narrow bounds of a pe¬ 
ninsula could not carry very far without being mas¬ 
ters at sea. 

The second means, still more efficacious, was to 
forbid all use of gold or silver money, and to intro¬ 
duce a species of iron coin in its stead, which was of 
great weight and small value, and could only be cur¬ 
rent at home. How with such money could foreign 
troops be raised and paid, fleets fitted out, and nu¬ 
merous armies kept up either by land or sea?. 

So that the design of Lycurgus, in rendering his 
citizens warlike, and putting arms into their hands, 
vvas not, as Polybius observes, 6 and Plutarch after 
him, to make them illustrious conquerors, who might 
carry war into remote regions, and subject great 
numbers of people. His sole end was, that, shut up 
within the extent of the lands and domnin left them 
by their ancestors, they should have no thoughts but 
of maintaining themselves in peace, and defending 
themselves successfully against such of their neigh¬ 
bours as should have the rashness to invade them; 
and for this they had occasion for neither gold nor 
silver, as they found in their own country, and still 
more in their sober and temperate manner of life, all 
that was sufficient for the support of their armies, 
when they did not quit their own lands, or the neigh¬ 
bouring territories. 

Now, savs Polybius, this plan once admitted, it 
must be allowed that nothing could be more wise 
nor more happily conceived than the institutions of 
Lycurgus, for maintaining a people in the possession 
of their liberty, and securing to them the enjoyment 
of peace and tranquillity. In fact, let us imagine a 
little republic, like that of Sparta, of which all the 
citizens are inured to labour, accustomed to live on 
little, warlike, courageous, intrepid; and that the 
fundamental principle of this small republic is to 
do no wrong to any one, nor to disturb its neigh¬ 
bours, nor invade their lands or property; but, on 
the contrary, to declare in favour ot the oppressed 
against the injustice and violence of oppressors; is it 
not certain, that such a republic, surrounded by a 
great number of states of equal extent, would be 
generally respected by all the neighbouring nations, 
would become the supreme arbiter of all their quar¬ 
rels, and exercise an empire over them, by so much 
the more glorious and lasting, as it would be volun¬ 
tary, and founded solely upon the opinion, which 
those neighbours would have of its virtue, justice, 
and valour? 

This was the end that Lycurgus proposed to bim- 
selfJ Convinced that the happiness of a city, like 
that of a private person, depends upon virtue, and 

5 'AmteysTO xvraTg vxuruig tlvxt, xett 
Pint, in inslit. Lacon. p. 269. 

e Polyb.l. vi. p. 491. Plut. in Lycucg. p. 59. 

i Plut. p. 53. 
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upon being well within itself, he regulated Sparta so 
as that it might always suffice to its own happiness, 
and act upon principles of wisdom and equity. From 
thence arose that universal esteem of the neighbour¬ 
ing people, and even of strangers, who asked from 
the Lacedaemonians neither money, ships, nor troops, 
but only that they would lend them a Spartan to com¬ 
mand their armies; and when they had obtained their 
request, the)* paid him entire obedience with every 
kind of honour and respect. In this manner the Sici¬ 
lians obeyed Gylippus, tbeChalcidians, Brasidas, and 
all the Greeks of Asia, Lysander, Callicratidas, and 
Agesilaus; regarding the city of Sparta as a model 
for all others, in the arts of living and governing 
well. 1 

The epochs of the declension of Sparta begins 
with the open violation of Lyeurgus’s laws. I do 
not pretend that they had always been exactly ob¬ 
served till that time, which was far from the case; 
but the spirit and genius of those laws had almost 
always prevailed with the majority of the persons 
W'ho governed. As 3oon as the ambition of reigning 
over all Greece had inspired them with the design of 
having naval armies and foreign troops, and that mo¬ 
ney was necessary for the support of those forces, 
Sparta, forgetting her ancient maxims, saw herself 
reduced to have recourse to the barbarians, whom 
till then she had detested, and basely to make her 
court to the kings of Persia, whom she had formerly 
vanquished with so much glory; and that, only to 
draw from them some aids of money and troops 
against their own brethren, that is to say, against 
people born and settled in Greece like themselves. 
Thus had they the imprudence and misfortune to re¬ 
call with gold and silver into Sparta, all the vices and 
crimes which the iron money had banished; and to 
prepare the way for the changes which ensued, and 
were the cause of their ruin. And this infinitely ex¬ 
alts the wisdom of Lycurgus, in having foreseen, at 
such a distance, what might strike at the happiness 
of his citizens, and provided salutary remedies against 
it in the form of government which he established at 
Sparta. VVe must not, however, attribute the whole- 
honour of this plan to him alone. Another legisla¬ 
tor, who had preceded him several ages, has a right 
to share this glory with him. 

SECTION III.— LAWS ESTABLISHED BY !MINOS US' 
CRETE, THE MODEL OF THOSE OF SPARTA. 

All the world knows, that Lycurgus had formed 
the plan of most of his law3 upon the model of 
those observed in the island of Crete, where he pas¬ 
sed a considerable time for the better studying of 
them. It is proper I should give some idea of them 
here, having forgotten to do it in the place where it 
would have been more natural, that is, when I spoke 
for the first time of Lycurgus and his institutions. 

Minos, whom fabulous history 
A. M.2720. calls the son of Jupiter, was the 
Ant. J. C. 1204. author of these laws. He lived 
about 100 years before the Trojan 
war. He was a powerful, wise, and gentle prince; 
and still more estimable for his moral virtues than 
his military abilities. After having conquered the 
island of Crete, and several others in its neighbour¬ 
hood, he applied himself to strengthen by wuse laws 
the new state, of which he had possessed himself 
by the force of arms. The end which he proposed 
in the establishment of these laws, 2 was to render 
his subjects happy by making them virtuous. He 
banished idleness ana voluptuousness from his es¬ 
tates, and with them luxury and effeminate pleasures, 
the fruitful sources of all vice. Well knowing that 
liberty is justly regarded as the most precious and 
greatest good, and that it cannot subsist without a 
perfect union of the people, he endeavoured to es¬ 
tablish a kind of equality amongst them; which is 
the tie and basis of it, and well calculated to remove 
all envy, jealousy, hatred, and dissension. He did 


4 IT^o; trvfiTxirxv rr,v r&v Sjt<*£T< xtZv jt4J.iv, i'rjrfj jt«<- 

Sxy".»yov $ SiSxrxxXiv povos /3»ou xxi TtTxy/uevr,g 

troKiTUxg iwejSXljrsvTi; * Strab. 1. X. p, -ISO. 


not undertake to make any new divisions of lands, 
nor to prohibit the use of gold and silver. He ap¬ 
plied himself to the uniting of his subjects by other 
ties, which seemed to him neither less firm nor less 
reasonable. 

He decreed, that the children should be all brought 
up and educated together, by troops and bands; in 
order that they might learn early the same principles 
and maxims. Their life was hard and sober. They 
were accustomed to be satisfied with little, to suffer 
heat and cold, to walk over steep and rugged places, 
to skirmish with each other in small parties, to suffer 
courageously the blows they received, and to exer¬ 
cise themselves in a kind of dance in which they car¬ 
ried arms in their hands, and which was afterwards 
called the Pyrrhic; in order, says Strabo, that, even 
to their very diversions, every thing might breathe, 
and form them for war. They were also made to 
learn certain airs of music, but of a manly, martial 
kind. 

They were not taught either to ride, or to wear 
heavy armour; 3 but in return, they were made to 
excel in drawing the bow, which was their most usu¬ 
al exercise. The reason of this was natural. Crete 
is not a fiat even country, nor fit for breeding hor¬ 
ses, as is that of the Thessalians, who were consid¬ 
ered the best cavalry in Greece; but a rough, bro¬ 
ken country, full of hills and highlands, where heavy¬ 
armed troops could not exercise themselves in the 
horse-race. But as archers and light-armed sol¬ 
diers, fit to execute the devices and stratagems of 
war, the Cretans pretended to hold the foremost rank. 

Minos thought proper to establish in Crete a com¬ 
munity of tables and meals. Besides several other 
great advantages which he found in this institution, 
as the introducing a kind of equality in his domin¬ 
ions, the rich and poor having the same diet, the 
accustoming his subjects to a frugal and sober life, 
the cementing friendship and unity hetween them 
by the usual gaiety and familiarity of the table, he 
had also in view the custom of war, in which the 
soldiers are obliged to eat together. It was the 
public that supplied the expenses of these tables. 4 
Out of the revenues of the state, a part was ap¬ 
plied to the uses of religion and the salaries of the 
magistrates, and the rest allotted for the public 
meals. So that the women, children, and men of 
all ages, were fed at the cost, and in the name of the 
republic. In this respect, Aristotle gives the pre¬ 
ference to the meals of Crete before those of Spar¬ 
ta, wherein private persons were obliged to furnish 
their proportion, and without it were not admitted 
into the assemblies; which was to exclude the poor. 

After eating, the old men discoursed upon the af¬ 
fairs of the state. 5 The conversation turned gener¬ 
ally upon the history of the country, upon the ac¬ 
tions and virtues of great men, who had distinguish¬ 
ed themselves either by their valour in war, or their 
wisdom in the art of government; and the youth, 
who .were present at these entertainments, were ex¬ 
horted to propose those great persons to themselves as 
their models for the forming of their manners, and 
the regulation of their conduct. 

Minos, 6 as well as Lycurgus, te reproached with 
having no other view in his laws than war; which is 
a very great fault in a legislator. It is true, this ap¬ 
pears to have been his principal object, because he 
was convinced that the repose, liberty, and riches 
of his subjects were under the protection, and in a 
manner under the guard of arms and military know¬ 
ledge; the conquered being deprived of all thosa 
advantages by tne victor. But he was desirious 
that war should he made only for the sake of peace; 
and his laws are far from being confined to that sole 
object. 

Amongst the Cretans, the cultivation of the mind 
was not entirely neglected, and care was taken to 
give the youth some tincture oflearning. The work3 
of Homer, 7 of much latter date than the laws of Mi- 


s Plat de leg. 1 . i. p. 023. « Ariet. do rep. 1 . ii. e. 10. 

s Aihen. 1, iv. p. 143. e Plat, deleg.l ii. p. 026. 
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nos, were not unknown amongst them, though they 
set small value upon, and made little use of, foreign 
poets. 1 2 They were very curious in such knowledge 
as is proper to form the manners; and what is no 
small praise 2 they piqued themselves upon thinking 
much and speaking little, The poet Epimenides, 3 
who made a voyage to Athens in the time of Solon, 
and was in great estimation there, was of Crete, and 
is by some placed in the number of the seven sages. 

One of Minos’s institutions, which Plato 4 ad¬ 
mires the most, was to inspire early into the youth a 
high respect for the maxims, customs, and laws of 
the state, and not to sutler them to dispute or call in 
question the wisdom of their institutions; since they 
were to consider them not as prescribed and imposed 
by man, but as emanations of the divinity himself. 
Accordingly he had industriously apprised the peo¬ 
ple, that Jupiter himself had dictated them to him. 
lie paid the same attention in regard to the magis¬ 
trates and aged persons, towards whom he recommen¬ 
ded honour should be particularly shown; and in 
order that nothing might violate the respect due to 
them, he ordained, that if any defects were obser¬ 
ved in them, they should never be mentioned in the 
presence of the youth: a wise precaution, and one 
w hich would be of great utility in the ordinary prac¬ 
tice of life! 

The government of Crete was at first monarchial, 
of which Minos has left a perfect model to all ages. 
According to him, as a great and most excellent man 
observes, 5 the king has supreme power over the peo¬ 
ple, but the laws supreme power over him. He has 
an absolute power to do good, and his hands are tied 
up from doing evil. The law9 intrust the people in 
his hands as the most sacred of deposits, upon condi¬ 
tion that he shall be the father of his subjects. The 
same laws require, that a single man by his wisdom 
and moderation shall constitute the felicity of an 
infinite number of subjects; not that the subjects, by 
their misery and abject slavery, shall be subservient 
to the gratifications of the pride and low passions of 
a single man. According to him, the king ought to 
be abroad the defender of his country at the head of 
armies, and at home the judge of his people to render 
them good, wise, and happy. It is not for himself that 
the gods have made him king; he is only so for the 
service of his people. lie owes to them his whole 
time, care, and affection; and is worthy of the throne, 
only as far as he forgets himself, and devotes himself 
to the public good. Such is the idea Minos had of 
the sovereignty, 6 of which he was a living image in 
his own person, and which Hesiod has perfectly ex¬ 
pressed in two words, by calling that prince, the most 
royal of mortal kings , {Sxa-ikti/TstTO v 6v»|t<u v fixrtkti jjv I 
that is to say, that he possessed in a supreme degree 
all royal virtues, and was a king in all things. 

It appears,? that the authority of king was of no 
long duration, and that it gave place to a republican 
government, as Minos had intended. The senate, 
composed of thirty senators, formed the public coun¬ 
cil. In that assembly the public affairs were examined, 
and resolutions taken; but they were of no force till 
the people had given them their approbation, and 
confirmed them by their suffrages. The magistrates, 
to the number of ten, established for maintaining 

ood order in the state, and therefore called Cosmi, 8 

eld the two other bodies of the state in check, and 
preserved the balance between them. In time of war 
the same persons commanded the army. They were 
chosen by lot, but only out of certain families. Their 
office was for life, and they were not accountable to 
any for their administration. Out of this company the 
senator? were elected. 

^ The Cretans made the slaves and mercenaries cul¬ 
tivate their lands, who were obliged to pay them a 
certain annual sum. They were called ’ Pcriceci , 
probably from their being drawn from neighbouring 


1 PIui. in Pulun. p. 84. 
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nations, whom Minos had subjected. As they inha¬ 
bited an island, and consequently a country separate 
from all others, the Cretans had not so much to fear 
from these vassals as the Lacedaemonians from the 
Helots, who often joined the neighbouring people 
against them. A custom anciently established in 
Crete, 9 from whence it was adopted by the Romans, 
gives us reason to believe that the vassals who tilled 
the lands were treated with great mildness and hu¬ 
manity. In the feasts of Mercury, the masters waited 
on their slaves at table, and did them the same offices 
as they received from them the rest of the year;— 
precious remnants and traces of the primitive world, 
in which all men were equal, that seemed to inform 
the masters that their servants were of the same con¬ 
dition with themselves, and that to treat them with 
cruelty and pride was to renounce humanity. 

As a prince cannot do every thing alone, 10 and is 
obliged to associate co-operators with himself, for 
whose conduct he is accountable, Minos charged his 
brother Rhadamanthus with a share in the adminis¬ 
tration of justice in the capital city, which is the most 
essential and indispensable function of sovereignty. 
He knew his probity, disinterestedness, ability, and 
constancy, and had taken pains to form him for so 
important an office. Another minister had the care 
of the rest of the cities, through which he made a cir¬ 
cuit three times a year, to examine whether the laws 
established by the prince were duly observed, and the 
inferior magistrates and officers religiously acquitted 
themselves of their duty. 

Crete, under so wise a government, changed its 
aspect entirely, and seemed to have become the abode 
of virtue, probity, and justice, as we may judge from 
what fabulous history tells us of the. honour Jupiter 
did these, two brothers, in making them the judges of 
the infernal regions; for every body knows that fable 
is founded upon real history, though disguised under 
agreeable emblems and allegories, adapted to recom¬ 
mend truth by the ornaments of fancy. 

It was, according to fabulous tradition, 11 a law es¬ 
tablished from the beginning of time, that men on 
departing this life should be judged, in order to their 
receiving the reward or punishment due to their good 
or evil actions. In the reign of Saturn, and in the 
first years of that of Jupiter, this judgment was pro¬ 
nounced at the instant preceding death, which left 
room for every flagrant injustice. Princes, who had 
been cruel and tyrannical, appearing before their 
judges in all the pomp and splendour of their power, 
and producing witnesses to depose in their favour, 
because, as they were still alive, they dreaded their 
anger; the judges, dazzled with this vain show, and 
deceived by such false evidence, declared these prin¬ 
ces innocent, and dismissed them with permission to 
enter into the happy abodes of the just. The same 
may be said in regard to the rich; but for the poor 
and helpless, calumny and malice pursued them even 
to this last tribunal, and found means to have them 
doomed for ever as criminals. 

Fabulous history adds, that, upon reiterated com¬ 
plaints and warm remonstrances made to Jupiter upon 
this account, he changed the form of these trials. The 
time for them was fixed for the very moment after 
death. Rhadamanthus and iEacus, both sons of Jove, 
were appointed judges ; the first for the Asiatics, 
the other for the'Europeans; and Minos over them 
to decide supremely in cases of doubt and obscurity. 
Their tribunal is situated in a place called The Field 
of Truth, because neither falsehood nor calumny can 
approach it. The greatest prince must appear there, 
as soon as he has resigned his last breath, deprived 
of all his grandeur, reduced to his naked self, without 
defence or protection, silent and trembling for his own 
doom, after having made the whole world tremble for 
theirs. If he be found guilty of crimes which are of 
a nature to be expiated, he is confined in Tartarus for 
a certain time only, and with assurances of being 
released as soon as he shall be sufficiently purified. 
But if his crimes are unpardonable, such as injustice, 
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pcrjurv, and the oppression of his people, he is cast 
into the same Tartarus, there to suffer eternal mise¬ 
ries, The just, on the contrary, of whatsoever con¬ 
dition they are, are conducted into the blest abodes 
Of peace and joy, to partake of a felicity which 
shall have no end. 

Who does hot see that the poets, under the cover 
of these fictions, ingenious indeed, but little to the 
honour of the gods, intended to give us the model of 
an accomplished prince, whose first care is to render 
justice to his people, and to depict the extraordinary 
happiness Crete enjoyed under the wise government 
of Minos'? This happiness did not expire with him. 
The laws he established subsisted in all their vigour 
even in Plato’s time, 1 that is to say, more than 900 
years after; 2 and they were considered as the effect 
of his long conversations for many years with Jupi¬ 
ter, 3 who had condescended to become his teacher, 
to enter into a familiarity with him as with a friend, 4 * 
and to form him in the great art of reigning with a 
secret complacency, as a favourite disciple and a ten¬ 
derly beloved son. It is in this manner Plato explains 
these words of Homer, ;e the 

most exalted praise, according to him, that can be 
given to a mortal, and which that poet ascribes only 
to Minos. 

Notwithstanding so shining and solid a merit, the 
theatres of Athens resounded with imprecations 
against the memory of Minos; and Socrates, in the 
dialogue of Plato, which I have already often cited, ; 
observes upon, and gives the reason for them: but 
first he makes a reflection well worthy of being 
weighed: “When either the praise or dispraise of 
great men is in question, it is of the utmost impor¬ 
tance,” says he, “to make use of circumspection and 
wisdom; because upon that depends the idea men 
form to themselves of virtue and vice, and the dis¬ 
tinction they ought to make between the good and 
the bad. I'or,” adds he, “God conceives a just in¬ 
dignation when a prince is blamed who resembles 
himself, and on the contrary another praised who is 
directly the reverse. We must not believe that no¬ 
thing is sacred but brass and marble (he speaks of 
the statues that were worshipped;) the just man is 
the most sacred, and the wicked the most detestable, 
of all beings in this world.” 

After this reflection, Socrates observes, that the 
source and cause of the Athenians’ hatred of Minos 
was the unjust and cruel tribute he imposed upon 
them, in obliging them to send him, every nine years, 
seven young men and as many maids, to be devoured 
by the Minotaur: and he cannot avoid reproaching 
that prince with having drawn upon himself the ab¬ 
horrence of a city like Athens, abounding with learned 
men, and of having sharpened the tongues of the poets 
against him, a dangerous and formidable race of men, 
from the poisoned shafts which they never fail to let 
fly against their enemies. 

It appears from what I have repeated, that Plato 
imputes to this Minos of whom we are treating, the 
imposition of that cruel tribute. Apollodorus, Strabo, 
and Plutarch seem to be of the same opinion. The 
Abb6 Banier 6 alleges and proves that they are mis¬ 
taken, and confound the first Minos, of whom we 
speak, with a second, his grandson, who reigned after 
him in Crete, and who, to avenge the death of his son 
Androgens, killed in Attica, declared war against the 
Athenians, and imposed that tribute, to which Theseus 
ut an end by killing the Minotaur. It would indeed 
e difficult to reconcile so inhuman and barbarous a 
conduct with what all antiquity relates of the good¬ 
ness, lenity, and equity of Minos, and with the mag¬ 
nificent praises it bestows upon the polity and insti¬ 
tutions of Crete. 

It is trne, that in after-times the Cretans degene- 


* Plat, in Min. p. 321. • Ibid. p. 319. 
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rated very much from their ancient reputation, which 
at length they absolutely lost by an entire change ol 
their manners, becoming avaricious, and so self-in 
terested as to think that no gain was base, enemies 
of labour and regularity of life, professed liars and 
knaves; so that to Crclize became a proverb amongst 
the Greeks, implying to lie and to deceive. Every 
body knows that St. Paul 7 cites against them as truth 
the testimony of one of their ancient poets (it is be¬ 
lieved to be Epimenides,) who paints them in colours 
much to their dishonour. But this change of man¬ 
ners, at whatever time it took place, docs not at all 
afl'ect the probity of the ancient Cretans, nor the 
glory of Minos their king. 

The most certain proot of that legislator’s wisdom, 
as Plato 8 observes, is the solid and lasting happiness 
which the sole imitation of his laws effected at Sparta. 
Lycurgus had regulated the government of that city 
upon the plan ana idea of that of Crete; and it sub¬ 
sisted in a uniform manner for many ages, without 
experiencing the vicissitudes and revolutions so com¬ 
mon in all the other states of Greece. 

ARTICLE II 

OF THE GOVERNMENT OF ATHENS. 

The government of Athens was neither so perma¬ 
nent nor so uniform as that of Sparta, but suffered 
various alterations, according to the diversity of times 
and conjunctures. Athens, after having long been go¬ 
verned by kings, and afterwards by archons, assumed 
entire liberty, w'hich gave place, however, for some 
years to the tyrannic power of the Pisistratidae, but 
was soon after re-established, and subsisted with 
splendour till the defeat in Sicily, and the taking of 
the city bv the Lacedaemonians, ^he latter subjected 
them to the thirty tyrants, whose authority was not 
of long duration, and gave place again to liberty 
which continued amidst various events during a long 
series of years, till the Roman power had subdued 
Greece, and reduced it into a province. 

I shall consider in this place only the popular go¬ 
vernment, and shall examine in particular five or six 
heads of it: the foundation of their government ac¬ 
cording to Solon’s establishment; the different parts 
of which the republic consisted ; the council or senate 
of Five Hundred; the assemblies of the people; the 
different tribunals for the administration of justice; 
the revenues or finances of the republic. I shall be 
obliged to dwell more at large upon what regards the 
government of Athens, than I have upon that of Spar¬ 
ta, because the latter is almost sufficiently known, 
from what has been said of it in the life of Lycurgus. 9 

SECTION I.— FOUNDATION OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OF ATHENS ACCORDING TO SOLON’S PLAN. 

Solon was not the first who established the popu¬ 
lar government at Athens. 10 Theseus long before 
him had traced out the plan, and begun the execu¬ 
tion of it. After having united the twelve towns into 
one city, he divided the inhabitants into three bodies: 
that of the nobility, to whom the superintendence of 
religious affairs and all offices were confided; the 
labourers, or husbandmen, and the artisans. He had 
proposed the establishment of a kind of equality 
between the three orders. For if the nobles were 
considerable by their honours and dignities, the hus¬ 
bandmen had the advantage from their utility to the 
public, and the necessity there was for their labours; 
and the artisans had the superiority to both the other 
bodies from their number. Athens, properly speak¬ 
ing, did not become a popular state till the establish¬ 
ment of the nine Archons, whose authority continued 
only for one year, whereas before it lasted for ten; 
and it was not till many years after that Solon, by the 
wisdom of his laws, confirmed and regulated this form 
of government. 

f KpJjTsf «e» •i/tZ'rrxt, S»p!x t yxrripeg xpyxi. The 
Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, slow bellies.— Titus, 
i. 12. 
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Solon’s great principle was to establish as much 
as possible a kind of equality amongst his citizens, 1 
which he regarded with reason ns the foundation and 
essential point of liberty, lie resolved therefore to 
leave the public employments in the hands of the rich, 
as they had been till then; but to give the poor also 
some share in the government, from which they were 
excluded. For this reason lie made an estimation of 
what each individual was worth. Those who were 
found to have an annual revenue of 500 measures, as 
well in grain as liquids, were placed in the first class, 
and called the Pcntacosiomcdimni, that is, those who 
had a revenue of 500 measures. The second class 
was composed of such as had 300, and could main¬ 
tain a horse for war; these were, called horsemen or 
knights. Those who had only 200, were in the third 
class, and were called Zugita :, 2 Out of these three 
classes alone the magistrates and commanders were 
chosen. All the other citizens who were below these 
three classes, and had less revenues, were comprised 
under the name of Theta, j. e. hirelings, or rather 
workmen labouring with their hands, Solon did not 
permit them to hold any office, and granted them only 
the right of giving their suffrages m the assemblies 
and trials of the people, which at first seemed a very 
slight privilege, but at length was found to be a very 
great advantage, as will appear in the seciuel. 1 do 
not know whether Solon foresaw it, but nc used to 
say, that the people were never more obedient and 
submissive, than when they possessed neither too much 
nor too little liberty: 3 which comes very near Gal¬ 
on's expression, when, 4 in order to induce Pi so to 
treat the Roman people with mildness and lenity, he 
desires him to remember, 5 that he was going to com¬ 
mand men who were incapable of bearing either 
entire liberty or absolute subjection. 

The people of Athens, 6 being hecomc more haugh¬ 
ty after their victories over the I’eisians, pretended 
to have a right to share in all the public offices and 
magistracy: and Aristides, to prevent the disorders 
which a too tenacious opposition might have oc¬ 
casioned, thought proper to give way to them in this 
point. It appears, however, from a passage in Xeno¬ 
phon, 7 that the people contented themselves with 
those offices from whence some profit arose, and left 
those which related more, particularly to the govern¬ 
ment of the state in the hands of the rich. 

The citizens of the first three classes paid every 
3 r ear a certain sum of money. 3 to be laid up in the 
public treasury: the first a talent, 9 the Knights half 
a talent, and the ZugiUcten mime. 10 

As the proportion of revenue determined the order 
of the classes, as their revenues augmented, the peo¬ 
ple, were allowed to rise to n superior class. 

If Plutarch, 11 mny be believed, Solon formed two 
councils, which were the two anchors, as it were, of 
the commonwealth, to secure it from being shaken 
by the commotions of the assemblies of the people. 
The first was the. Areopagus; but it was much more 
ancient than his institutions, and he only reformed it, 
and gave it new lustre, by augmenting its power. 
The second was the council of the Four Hundred, 
that is, 100 of each tribe; for Cecrops, the first king 
of the Athenians, had divided the people into four 
tribes. Clislhenes long after him changed that order, 
nnd established ten. It was in this council of the 
Four Hundred that all affairs were considered before 
they were proposed to the assembly of the people, as 
we shall soon explain. 

I do not mention here another division of the peo- 
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pic into three parties or factions, which till the time 
of Pisistrtftns were a continual source of troubles 
and seditions. One of these three parties was form¬ 
ed out of those who inhabited the highlands; and 
these favoured popular government: the other, out 
of those who lived in the plains; and they were for 
oligarchy: and the third out of the people upon the 
coast; and these held the mean between both. 

It is necessary, for the better understanding what 
we have now said, to enter into a more particular ac¬ 
count of the Athenian people. 

SECTION II.— OF THE INHABITANTS OF ATHENS. 

There were three sorts of in¬ 
inhabitants of Athens; 12 citizens, A. M. 3690. 
strangers, and servants. In the Ant. J. C.314. 
account token by Demetrius Fha- 
lorcus in the cxvith Olympiad, their number amoun¬ 
ted to 21,000 citizens, 10,000 strangers, and 40,000 
servants. 13 The number of citizens was almost the 
same in the time of Cecrops, and less under Pericles. 

1. Of the Citizens . 

A citizen could only be such by birth or adoption. 
To be a natural denizen of Athens, it was necessary 
to be born of a father and mother both free, and 
Athenians. We have seen that Pericles restored in 
all its force this law’, which had not been exactly ob¬ 
served, and which he himself some short time after 
infringed. The people could confer the freedom of 
the city upon strangers; and those whom t^ey had 
so adopted enjoyed almost the same rights and pri¬ 
vileges as the natural citizens. The quality of citi¬ 
zen of Athens was sometimes granted as an honour 
and mark of gratitude to those who had rendered 
great services to the state; as to Hippocrates; ana 
oven kings have sometimes canvassed that title for 
themselves or their children. Evagoras, king of Cy¬ 
prus, thought it much to his honour. 

When the young men had attained the age of 
twenty, they were enrolled upon the list of citizens, 
after having taken an oath; and it was only in virtue 
of that public and solemn act that they became mem¬ 
bers of the stnte. The form of this oath is exceed¬ 
ing^ remarkable, which Stobceusand Pollux 14 have 
preserved in the following words: “ I will never dis¬ 
honour the profession of arms, nor save my life by a 
shameful flight. I will fight to my last breath for the 
religion and civil interests of the state, in concert with 
tho other citizens, and alone if occasion be. I will not 
bring my country into a worse condition than l found 
it, but will use my utmost endeavours to make it more 
nourishing. I will always submit myself to the laws 
and mngiatrntes, and to whatsoever shall be ordained 
by the common consent of the people. If any one 
shall violate, or attempt to annul, the laws, 1 will 
not disguise or conceal such an enterprise, but will 
oppose it either alone or in conjunction with my 
fellow-citizens; nnd I will constantly adhere to the 
religion of my forefathers. To all which I call to 
witness Agranlos, Enyalius, Mars, and Jupiter.” I 
leave the reader to his own reflections upon this au¬ 
gust ceremony, well adapted to inspire the love of 
their country in the hearts of the young citizens. 

The whole people at first had been divided into 
four tribes, and afterwards into ten. Each tribe was 
subdivided into several parts, which were called 
pagi. It was by these two titles that the citizens were 
described in the public acts, J)Ielitus,l tribu Cccro- 
pidtj £ pago Pitthcnsi. 

2. Of the Strangers. 

I call those by that name who, being of a foreign 
country, came to settle at Athens or in Attica, whe¬ 
ther for the sake of commerce, or the exercising any 
trade. They were termed /uhontoi, inquilini. They 
had no share in the government, nor votes in the as¬ 
sembly of the people, and could not be admitted in¬ 
to any ofticc. They put themselves under the pro- 

i3 A then. 1. vi. p. 272. 
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tection of some citizens, as we find from a passage of 
Terence, 1 and upon that account were obliged to 
render him certain duties and services, as the clients 
did at Rome to their patrons. They were bound to 
observe all the laws ot the republic, and to conform 
entirely to all its customs. They paid a yearly tri¬ 
bute to the state of twelve drachmas ; 2 and in de¬ 
fault of payment were made slaves, nnd exposed to 
sale. Numerates, 3 the celebrated hut poor philoso¬ 
pher, was very near experiencing this misfortune, 
and was being carried to prison; but Lycnrgus, the 
orator, having paid the tax, released him from the 
hands of the farmers of the public revenues; a kind 
of men who in all times have been very little sensible 
to merit, with the exception of an exceeding few of 
their number. That philosopher, meeting some time 
after the sons of Jiis deliverer, told them: “I pay 
your father the favour he has done me with usury, 
tor all the world praises him upon my account.” 

3. Of the Servants. 

These were of two kinds. The one who were 
/rcc, and not able to get their bread by their work, 
were obliged by the bad state of their a flairs to go 
into service, and their condition was reputable nnd 
not laborious. The service of the other was forced 
and constrained: these were slaves who had either 
been taken prisoners in war, or bought of such as 
trafficked publicly in them. They formed part of 
the property of their masters, who disposed absolute¬ 
ly ot them, but generally treated tin m with great 
humanity. Demosthenes observes, 4 * in one of his 
harangues, that the condition of servants was infin¬ 
itely more gentle at Athens than any where else. 
There was in that city an asylum and place of refuge 
for slaves, where the bones of Theseus had been in¬ 
terred, and that asylum still subsisted in Plutarch’s 
time. How glorious was it for Theseus, that his 
tomb should do that, 1200 years after his death, 
which he had done himself during his life, and con¬ 
tinue the protector of the oppressed as he had been ! 

When the slaves were treated with too much ri¬ 
gour and inhumanity, 6 they had their action against 
their masters, w ho were obliged to sell them to oth¬ 
ers, if the fact was sufficiently proved. They could 
ransom themselves even against their masters’ con¬ 
sent, 6 when they had laid up money enough for that 
purpose. For out of what they got by their labour, 
after having paid a certain proportion to their mas¬ 
ters, they kept the remainder for themselves, and 
made a stock which was at their own disposal. Pri¬ 
vate persons, when they were satisfied with their ser¬ 
vices, often gave these slaves their liberty; and the 
same favour was often granted them by the public, 
when the necessity of the times obliged the state to 
put arms in their hands and enlist them amongst the 
citizens. 

The humane and equitable manner in which the 
Athenians treated their servants and slaves, was an 
effect of the good temper natural to that people, and 
very remote from the austere and cruel severity of 
the Lacedaemonians towards their Helots, which 
often brought their republic to the very brink of 
destruction. Plutarch,' with great reason condemns 
this rigour. He thinks it proper to habituate 
one’s self always to mercy, even with regard to 
beasts, were it only, says he, to learn by that means 
to treat men w r elf, and to serve, as it were, an ap¬ 
prenticeship to humanity and benevolence. He re¬ 
lates, upon this occasion, a very singular fact, and 
one well calculated to give an idea of the character 
of the Athenians. After having finished the temple 
called Hecatompcdon , they set all the beasts of bur¬ 
den at liberty, that had been employed in the work, 
and assigned them fat pasturages as consecrated ani¬ 
mals. And it was said, that one of these beasts hav¬ 
ing come to offer itself at the w'ork, and put itself at 
the head of those that drew the carts to the cita- 

‘ Thais putri se commendavit in clientelam ct fidem : 
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del, walking foremost, as if to exhort and encourage 
them, the Athenians ordained by a decree, that the 
crenture should be maintained at the public expense 
till its death. 

SECTION III.— OF THE COUNCIL OR SENATE OF 
FIVE HUNDRED. 

IN consequeuce of Solon's institutions, the people 
©f Athens had a great share and authority in the 
government. Appeals might be brought to their 
tribunals in all cases; they had a right to cancel the 
old laws and establish new' ones; in n word, all im¬ 
portant affairs, whether relating to war or pence, 
were decided in their assemblies. In order that 
their determinations should be made with more wis¬ 
dom and maturity, Solon had instituted a council, 
composed of 400 senators, 100 out of each tribe, 
which were then four in number; and they prepared 
and digested the affairs which were to be laid before 
the people, as we shall soon explain more at large. 
Clisthencs, about 100 years alter Solon, having in¬ 
creased the number ot the tribes to ten, augmented 
also that of the senators to 500, each tribe supplying 
fifty. This was called the council, or senate, ol the 
Five Hundred. They received their stipend out of 
the public treasury. 

Tliey were chosen by lot, in which they made use 
of black and white beaus, which w'ere mingled and 
shaken in an urn; and each tribe gave in the names 
of those w ho aspired to that trust, and lmd the re ve¬ 
nue assigned by the laws to qualify them for it. None 
could be admitted under the age of thirty'. After in- 

3 uiry made into the manners and conduct of the can- 
idate, lie w as made to take an oath, whereby lie en¬ 
gaged to give at all times the best council lie could to 
the people of Athens, and never to depart in the least 
from the tenor of the laws, 

'Ibis senate assembled every day, except upon the 
days appointed for festivals. Each tribe in its turn 
furnished those who were to preside in it, called Pry - 
tancs£ and this rank was decided by lot. This presi¬ 
dency continued thirty-five days, which being reckon¬ 
ed ten .times, amounts to the. number of days, except 
four, of the lunar year followed at Athens. This 
time of the presidency, or pry tanism, was divided into 
five weeks, regard being had tu the five tens of the 
Prytanes , who were to preside in them, and every 
week seven of these ten Prytanes drawn by lot pre¬ 
sided, each their day, and were denominated rfeoiJ^ei, 
that is to say, presidents. He who was so for the 
day,9 presided in the assembly of the senators and in 
that of the people. He w-as charged with the public 
seal, as also with the keys of the citadel and trea¬ 
sury. 

The senators, before they assembled, offered a sa¬ 
crifice to Jupiter and Minerva, under the additional 
appellation of givers of good counsel, 10 to implore 
from them the prudence and understanding neces¬ 
sary to form wise deliberations. The president pro- 
possed the business which was to be considered in 
the assembly. Every one gave his opinion in his 
turn, and always standing. After a question had been 
settled, it w f as drawn up in writing, and read w'ith a 
loud voice. Each senator then gave his vote by 
scrutiny, by nutting a bean into the urn. Ifthe white 
beans carried it, the question passed, otherwise it was 
rejected. This sort of decree was called or 

U^c^ouXtvftx, as much ns to say, a preparatory resolu¬ 
tion. It was afterwards laid before the assembly of 
the people, where, if it was received and approved, 
it had the force of a law', if not, its authority subsis¬ 
ted only one year. This shows with what wisdom 
Solon established this council, to inform and direct 
the people, to fix their inconstancy, to check their 
temerity, and to impart to their deliberations a pru¬ 
dence and maturity not to be expected in a confused 
and tumultuous assembly composed of a great num¬ 
ber of citizens, most of them without education, ca¬ 
pacity, or much zeal for the public good. The 
reciprocal dependency and mutual concurrence of the 
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two bodies of the state, which were obliged to lend 
each other their authority, and remained equally 
without force when without union and a good 
understanding, were besides a method judiciously 
contrived for supporting a wise balance between the 
two bodies: the people not being able to enact any 
thing without its being first proposed and approved 
by the senate, nor the senate to pass any decree into 
a law till it had been ratified by the people. 

We may judge of the importance of this council 
by the matters which were treated in it; the same, 
without any exception, as were laid before the peo¬ 
ple;—wars, taxes, maritime affairs, treaties of peace, 
alliances; in a word, whatever related to govern¬ 
ment; without mentioning the account which they 
obliged the magistrates to give on quitting their offi¬ 
ces,and the frequent decisions and judgments upon 
the most serious and important affairs. 

SECTION IV.— OF THE AREOPAGUS. 

This council took its name from the place where 
it held its meetings called the quarter, 1 or hill of 
J\Iars , because, according to some, Mars had been ci¬ 
ted thither to trial for a murder committed by him. 
It was believed to be as ancient as the nation. Cice¬ 
ro and Plutarch attribute the institution of it to So¬ 
lon: but he only re-established it by giving it more 
lustre and authority than it had had till then, and for 
that reason was looked upon as its founder. The 
number of the senators of the Areopagus was not fix¬ 
ed; at certain times they amounted to two or three 
hundred. Solon thought proper that only those who 
had borne the office of archon should be honoured 
with that dignity. 

This senate had the care of seeing the laws duly 
observed, of inspecting the manners of the people, 
and especially of judging in criminal cases. They 
held their sittings in an open place, and during the 
night. The former very probably to avoid being 
under the same roof with the criminals, and not to 
defile themselves hv such nn intercourse with them; 
the latter, that they might not be softened by the 
sight of the guilty, and might judge solely accord¬ 
ing to justice and the laws. It was for the same 
reason, that, in presence of these judges, the ora¬ 
tors were not permitted to use anj exordium or 
peroration, nor allowed to excite the passions, but 
were obliged to confine themselves soley to the subject 
matter of their cause. The severity of their judg¬ 
ments was exceedingly dreaded, particularly in re¬ 
gard to murder, and they were highly attentive to 
inspire their citizens with horror for that crime. 
They 2 condemned a child to be put to death for 
making it his pastime to put out the eyes of quails; 
conceiving this sanguinary inclination as the mark 
of a very wicked disposition, which might one day 
prove fatal to many, if it were suffered to grow up 
with impunity. 

The affairs of religion, as blasphemies a,gainst the 
gods, contempt of the sacred mysteries, difierent spe¬ 
cies of impiety, and the introduction of new ceremo¬ 
nies and new divinities, were also brought before this 
tribunal. We read in Justin Martyr, 3 that Plato, 
who in his travels in Egypt had acquired great lights 
concerning the unity of God, when he returned to 
Athens, took great care to dissemble and conceal his 
sentiments, for fear of being obliged to appear, and 
jgive an account of them before the Areopagitse; and 
we know that St. Paul was traduced before them, as 
teaching a new doctrine, 4 and endeavouring to intro¬ 
duce new gods. 

These judges were in great reputation for their 
probity, equity, and prudence, and generally respec¬ 
ted. Cicero, in writing to his friend Atticus, upon 
the fortitude, constancy, and wise severity of the 
Roman senate, thinks he makes a great encomium 
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upon it in comparing it with the Areopagus. Sena- 
lus t 6 ’'AfMoj nZyoq, nil constantius, nil severius , nil 
fortius. Cicero must have conceived a very advan¬ 
tageous idea of it, to speak of it as he does in the 
first book of his Offices. He compares the famous 
battle of Salamis, 6 in which Themistocles had so 
great a part, with the establishment of the Areopa¬ 
gus, which he ascribes to Solon; and makes no scru¬ 
ple to prefer, or at least to equal, the legislator’s 
service to that for which Athens was obliged to the 
general of its army. “For in reality,” says he, “ that 
victory was useful to the republic only for once, 
but the Areopagus will be so throughout ,all ages, 
as by the wisdom of that tribunal, the law’s and an¬ 
cient customs of the Athenian state are preserved. 
Themistocles did no service to the Areopagus, but 
the Areopagus abundantly contributed to the vic¬ 
tory of Themistocles; because the republic was at 
that time directed by the wise counsels of that au¬ 
gust senate.” 

It appears from this passage of Cicero, that the 
Areopagus had a great share in the government, and 
I do not doubt but it was consulted upon important 
afiairs. Cicero here perhaps may have confounded 
the council of the Areopagus with that of the Five 
Hundred. It is certain, however, that the Areopagitae 
were extremely active in the public affairs. 

Pericles, who could never enter the Areopagus, be¬ 
cause, chance having always been against him, he 
had not passed through any of the employments ne¬ 
cessary to his admission, attempted to weaken its au¬ 
thority, and attained his point; which is a great blot 
in his reputation. 

SECTION V.— OF THE MAGISTRATES. 

Of these a great number were established for dif¬ 
ferent functions. I shall speak only of the Archons, 
who are the most known. I have observed elsewhere 
that they succeeded the kings, and that their authori¬ 
ty at first continued during life. It was afterward® 
limited to ten years, and reduced at last only to one. 
When Solon was commissioned to reform the gov¬ 
ernment, he found them upon this foot, and to the 
number of nine. He did not abolish their office, but 
he very much diminished their power. 

The first of these nine magistrates was called THE 
ARCHON, by way of eminence, and the year denomi¬ 
nated from him: Under such an Archon, such a battle 
was fought . 7 The second was called the King, 
which was a remnant and vestige of the authority to 
which they had succeeded. The third was THE 
Polemarch, who at first commanded the armies, and 
always retained that name, though he had not the 
same authority, of which, however, he had yet preser¬ 
ved some part. For %ve have seen, in speaking of 
the battle of Marathon, that the polemarch had a 
right to vote in the council of war, as well as the ten 
generals then in command. The six other archons 
were called by the common name, THESMOTHET2E, 
which implies that they had a particular superinten¬ 
dence over the laws, in order to their being duly ob¬ 
served. These nine archons had each of them a pe¬ 
culiar province, and were judges in certain affairs al¬ 
lotted to their cognizance. I do not think it necessary 
to enter into the particulars of their duty, nor into 
those of many other employments and offices estab¬ 
lished for the administration of justice, for the levy¬ 
ing of taxes and tributes, for the preservation of good 
order in the city, for supplying it with provisions; in 
a word, for every thing relating to commerce and 
civil society. 

» Ad Attic. 1. i. ep. 13. 

e Quamvis Themistocles jure landetur, et sit ejus no¬ 
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SECTION VI. —OF THE ASSEMBLIES OF THE 
PEOPLE. 

These were of two sorts: the one ordinary and 
fixed to certain days, and for these there was no kind 
of summons: the other extraordinary, according to 
the different occasions that arose, and the people 
were informed of it by express proclamation. 

The place for the assembly was not fixed. Some¬ 
times it was the public market-place, sometimes a 
part of the city near the citadel, called rLv£, and 
sometimes the theatre of Bacchus. 

The prytanesgenerally assembled the people. Some 
days before the assembly, bills were fixed up, where¬ 
in the business to be considered was set down. 

All the citizens, poor as well as rich, had a right to 
give their suffrages. Those were liable to a penalty 
who failed of being present at the assembly, or who 
came late; and to induce their punctual attendance, 
a reward was annexed to it, at first of an obolus, 
which w’as the sixth part of a drachma, then of three 
oboli, which made about five pence French. 

The assembly always began with sacrifices and 

f irayers, in order to obtain from the gods the know- 
edge and understanding necessary to wise delibera¬ 
tions; and they never failed to add the most terrible 
imprecations against such as should wilfully advise 
any thing contrary to the public good. 

The president proposed the affair upon which they 
were to deliberate. If it had been examined in the 
senate, and decided upon there, the resolution was 
read; after which those who wished to speak were 
iirvited to ascend the tribunal, that they might be 
the better heard by the people, aud inform them in 
the matter proposed. The oldest generally spoke 
first, and then the rest according to their seniority. 
When the orators bad done speaking, and given 
their opinion, that it was necessary, for instance, to 
approve or reject the decree of the senate, the peo¬ 
ple proceeded to vote; and the most conimou method 
of doing it was by holding up their hands, to de¬ 
note their approbation, which was called %£ <? ot ovtiv. 
The assembly was sometimes adjourned till another 
day, because it was too late to distinguish the num¬ 
ber of those that lifted up their hands, and to decide 
which party had the majority. After a resolution 
had been formed in this manner, it was reduced to 
writing, and read by an officer to the people with a 
loud voice, who confirmed it again by holding up 
their hands as before; after which the decree had 
the force of a law. And this was called from 

the Greek word which signifies a pebble , or 

small slone , because they were sometimes used in 
giving suffrages by scrutiny. All the great affairs 
of the republic were discussed in these assemblies. 
It wa3 in them that new laws were proposed and old 
ones amended; every thing that related to religion 
and the worship of the gods examined; magistrates, 
generals, and officers created; their behaviour and 
conduct inquired into; peace or war concluded; de¬ 
puties and ambassadors appointed; treaties and alli¬ 
ances ratified; freedom of the city granted; rewards 
and honours decreed to those who had distinguished 
themselves in war, or rendered great services to the 
republic; and punishments ordained for those who 
had behaved themselves ill, or had violated the laws 
of the state, and were banished by the ostracism. In 
fine, justice was administered, and judgment passed 
there, upon the most important affairs. We see 
from this account—which is, however, very imperfect 
—how far the people’s power extended; and with 
what truth it may be said, that the government of 
Athens, though qualified by the aristocracy and the 
authority of the elders, was by its constitution demo- 
cratical and popular. 

I shall have occasion to observe in the sequel, of 
what weight the talent of eloquence must have 
been in such a republic; and in what great repute 
orators must have been in it. It is not easy to con¬ 
ceive how they could make themselves heard in so 
numerous an assembly, and where such a multitude 
of auditors were present. We may judge how great 
that was, from what has been said of it in two in¬ 
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stances. The first relates to the ostracism, and the 
other to the adoption of a stranger for a citizen. 
Oil each of these occasions it was necessary that no 
less than 6000 citizens should be present in the as¬ 
sembly. 

I reserve for another place the reflections which 
naturally arise from what I have already related, and 
what still remains for me to say upon tne government 
of Athens. 

SECTION. VII.— OF TRIALS 

There were different tribunals, according to the 
different nature of the affairs to be adjudged, but ap¬ 
peals might be brought to the people from all de¬ 
crees of the other judges, and this it was that ren¬ 
dered their power so great and considerable. All 
the allies, when they had any cause to try, were oblig¬ 
ed to repair to Athens, 1 where they often remained a 
considerable time without being able to obtain au¬ 
dience, from the multiplicity of affairs to be adjudg¬ 
ed. This law had been imposed upon them, in or¬ 
der to render them more dependent upon the people, 
and more submissive to their authority; instead of 
which, had they sent commissioners upon the spot, 
they would ba\e been the sole persons to whom the 
allies would have made their court and paid their 
homage. 

The parties pleaded their cause either in person, 
or employed advocates to do it for them. The time 
allowed for the hearing was generally fixed, and a 
water-clock, called in Greek xAtvJ/uJe*, regulated its 
duration. The decree was passed by plurality of 
voices; and when the suffrages were equal, the jud¬ 
ges inclined to the side of mercy, and acquitted the 
accused. It is remarkable that a friend was not obli¬ 
ged to give evidence against a friend. 

All tne citizens, even the poorest, and such as had 
no estates, were admitted into the number of the 
judges, provided they had attained the age of thirty, 
and were known to be persons of good morals. 
Whilst they sat in judgment, they held in their hands 
a kind of sceptre, which was a mark of their dignity, 
and laid it down when they withdrew. 

The judges’ salary was different at different times. 
They had at first only an obolus a day, and after¬ 
wards three, at which their fee remained fixed. It 
was but a small matter in itself, but became in time 
a very great charge to the public, and exhausted the 
treasury without much enriching individuals. We 
may judge of this from what is related in Aristopha¬ 
nes’s comedy of The Wasps , wherein the poet 
ridicules the fondness of the Athenians for trying 
causes, and their eager desire for the gain arising 
from it, which protracted and multiplied suits with¬ 
out end. 

In this comedy, a young Athenian who was to act 
the parti have mentioned, of turning the judges and 
trials of Athens into ridicule, from a compulation 
which he makes of the revenues paid into the public 
treasury, finds their amount to be 2000 talents. 2 He 
then examines how much of that sum falls to the 
share of the 6000 judges, with whom Athens was 
overrun, at three oboli a head per day. This appears 
to be annually, including all of them, only 150 ta¬ 
lents. 3 The calculation is easy The. judges were 
paid only ten months in the year, the other two being 
employed in festivals, when all proceedings at law 
were prohibited. Now three oboli a day paid to 
6000 men, makes fifteen talents a monil^ and conse¬ 
quently 150 in ten months. According to this calcu¬ 
lation, the most assiduous judge gained only seventy- 
five livres (about three guineas) a year. “ What 
then becomes of the remainder of the 2000 talents?'’ 
cries the young Athenian.—“ What?” replies his fa¬ 
ther, who was one of the judges, “ it goes to those 

-but let us not expose the shame of Athens; 

let us always be for the people.” The young Athe¬ 
nian goes on to insinuate that the remainder went to 
such as robbed the public treasury; to the orators, 
who incessantly flattered the people, and to those 
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who were employed in the government and army. I 
have extracted this remark From the works of Father 
Brunioi the Jesuit, of which I have already mode 
much use, where 1 have spoken of the public shows 
and dramatic representations. 

SECTION VIII,—OF THE AMPHICTYONS. 

The famous council of the Amphictyons is intro¬ 
duced here, though it was not peculiar to the Athe¬ 
nians, but common to all Greece, because it is often 
mentioned in the Grecian history, and I do not know 
whether I shall have a more natural occasion to in¬ 
troduce it. 

The assembly of the Amphictyons was in a manner 
the holding ol* a general assembly of the states of 
Greece. The establishment of it is attributed to 
Amphictyon, king of Athens, and son of Deucalion, 
who gave it his name. His principal view in the in¬ 
stitution of this council, was to unite in the sacred 
band of amity the several people of Greece admitted 
into it, and to oblige them by that union to undertake 
the defence of each other, and be mutually vigilant 
for the happiness and tranquillity of their country, 
The Amphictyons were also created to be protectors 
of the oracle of Delphi, and the guardians of the pro¬ 
digious riches of that temple, and also to adjudge the 
differences which might arise between the Delphians 
and those who came to consult the oracle. This 
council was held at Thermopylae, and sometimes at 
Delphi itself. It assembled regularly twice a year; 
in the spring and autumn, and more frequently when 
affairs required. 

The number of people or cities which had a right 
to sit in this assembly is not precisely known, and 
varied, without doubt, at different times. When the 
Lacedaemonians, in order to secure to themselves 
alone an influence over the decrees of this council, 
were desirous of excluding the Thessalians, Argives, 
and Thebans; Themistocles, * 1 in the speech he made 
to the Amphictyons to prevent that design from tak¬ 
ing effect, seems to insinuate that there were only 
one-nnd-thirty cities at that time which had this right. 

Each city sent two deputies, and consequently, had 
two votes in the council; and that without distinc¬ 
tion, Or the more powerful having any prerogative of 
honour or pre-ennnence over inferior states in regard 
to the suffrages; the liberty upon which these nations 
valued themselves, requiring that every thing should 
be equal amongst them. 

The Amphictyons bacl full power to discuss and 
determine finally in all differences which might arise 
between the Amphictyonic cities, and to fine the cul¬ 
pable in heavy penalties. They could employ not 
only the rigour of the laws in the execution of their 
decrees, but even raise troops, if it were necessary, to 
compel such as rebelled to submit to them. The 
three sacred wars undertaken by their order, of which 
I have spoken elsewhere, are an evident proof of this 
power. 

Before they were installed into this body, they took 
a very remarkable oath, of which /Eschines 2 has pre¬ 
served the form; its runs to this effect: “I swear 
that I will never destroy any of the cities honoured 
with the right of sitting in the Amphictyonic coun¬ 
cil, nor turn their running waters out of their course 
either in times of war or peace. If any people shall 
make such an attempt, I hereby engage to carry the 
war into their country, to demolish their cities, 
towns, and villages, and to treat them in every re¬ 
spect as the most cruel enemies. Moreover, if at 
any time any person shall dare to be so impiour* as to 
steal and take away any of the rich offerings pre¬ 
served in the temple of Apollo at Delphi, or abet 
any others in committing that crime, either by aiding 
or only counselling him iherein, 1 will use my feet, 
hands, voice; in a word, all my powers and faculties, 
to avenge such sacrilege,” That oath was attended 
with the most terrible imprecations and execrations: 
“That if any one infringes any thing contained in the 
oath l have now taken, whether private person, city. 
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or people, may that person, city, or people, be deem¬ 
ed accursed; and, as such, experience the whole ven¬ 
geance of Apollo, Latona, Diana, and Minerva the 
fore-knowfcr. May their country produce none of 
the fruits of the earth, and their women, instead of 
generating children resembling their fathers, bring 
forth nothing but monsters; and may their animals 
share in the same curse. May those sacrilegious men 
lose all their suits at law; may they be conquered in 
war, have their houses demolished, and be themselves 
and their children put to the sword.” I am not 
astonished that after such terrible engagements, the 
holy war, undertaken by the order of the Amphictyons, 
should be carried on with so much rancour and fury. 
The religion of an oath was of great force with the 
ancients; and how much more regard ought to be had 
to it in the Christian world, which professes to be¬ 
lieve that the violation of it shall be punished with 
eternal torments; and yet hou r many are there amongst 
us who make a jest of breaking through the most so¬ 
lemn oaths? 

The authority of the Amphictyons had always been 
of great weight in Greece, but it began to decline 
exceedingly From the moment they condescended to 
admit Philip of Macedon into their body. For that 
prince, enjoying by this means all their rights and 
privileges, soon knew how to set himself above all 
law, and to abuse his power so far as to preside by 
proxy both in this illustrious assembly and in the 
Pythian games; of which games the Amphictyons 
were judges and agonothetas in virtue of their office. 
With this Demosthenes reproaches him in his third 
Philippic: “ When he does not deign,” says he, “to 
honour us with his presence, he sends his slaves to 
preside over us.” An odious but eniphatical term, 
and highly characteristic of Grecian liberty, by which 
the Athenian orator designates the base and abject 
subjection of the greatest lords in Philip’s court. 

If the reader desires a more intimate knowledge 
of what relates to the Amphictyons, the dissertations 
of Monsieur Valois may be consulted, in the Memoirs 
of the Academy of Belles Lettres,® wherein this sub¬ 
ject is treated with great extent and erudition. 

SECTION IX.—-OF THE REVENUES OF ATHENS. 

The revenues, according to the passage of Aristo¬ 
phanes, 4 which I have cited above, and consequently 
as they stood in the time of the Peloponnesian war, 
amounted to 2000 talents; that is to say, to 6,000,000 
of livres. They are generally classed under four 
heads. 

1. The first relates to the revenues arising from 
agriculture, the sale of woods, the produce of the 
silver mines, and other funds of a like nature, apper¬ 
taining to the public. Amongst these may be inclu¬ 
ded the duties upon the import and export of mer¬ 
chandise, and the taxes levied upon the inhabitants 
of the city, as well natives as strangers. 

In the history of Athens mention is often made of 
the. silver mines of Laurium, which w r as a mountain 
situate between the Piraeus and Cape Sunium, and 
those of Thrace, from whence many persons drew 
immense riches. Xenophon, 5 in a treatise wherein 
he considers this subject at large, demonstrates how 
much the public might gain by industriously working 
these mines, from the example of many individuals 
who had been enriched by them. Hipponicu.s 6 let 
his mines and 600 slaves to an undertaker, who paid 
him an obolus 7 a day for each slave, clear of all 
charges, which amounted to a mina per day, about 
2J. 5s. Nicias, who was killed in Sicily, farmed out 
his mines and 1000 slaves in the same manner, and 
with the same profit in proportion to that number. 

2. The second species of revenue were the contri¬ 
butions paid to the Athenians by the allies for the 
common expenses of the war. At first, under Aristides 
they amounted to only 460 talents. 8 Pericles aug¬ 
mented them almost a third, and raised them to 600, 
and some time after they were run up to 1300. Taxes, 

•Vol.iii. 4 
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which in the beginning were moderate and necessary, 
became thus in a little time excessive and exorbitant, 
notwithstanding all the protestations to the contrary 
made to the allies, and the most solemn engagements 
entered into with them. 

3. A third sort of revenue were the extraordinary 
capitation taxes, levied upon the inhabitants of the 
country, as well natives as strangers, in pressing oc¬ 
casions and emergencies of the state. 

4. The fines laid upon persons by the judges for 
different misdemeanours, were applied to the uses 
of the public, and laid up in the treasury, with the 
exception of the tenth part of thorn, which was conse- 
crate'd to Minerva, and a fiftieth to the other divinities. 

The most natural and legitimate application of 
these different revenues of the republic, was in pay¬ 
ing the troops both by sea and land, building and 
fitting out fleets, keeping up and repairing the public 
buildings, temples, walls, ports, and citadels. But 
the greatest part of them, especially after Pericles’s 
time, was misapplied to unnecessary uses, and often 
consumed in frivolous expenses; games, feasts and 
shows, which cost immense sums, and were of no 
manner of utility to the state. 

SECTION X.— of the education cf the youth. 

I PLACE this article under the head of government* 
because all the most celebrated legislators have with 
reason believed that the education of youth was an 
essential part of it. 

The exercise that served to form either the bodies 
or minds of the yonng Athenians (and as much may 
be said of almost all the people of Greece,) were 
dancing, music, hunting, fencing, riding, polite lear¬ 
ning, and philosophy. It is clear, that I only skim 
over, and treat very slightly, these several articles. 

1. Dancing. Music. 

Dancing is one of those bodily exercises which 
was cultivated by the Greeks with great attention. 
It made a part of what the ancients called the Gym¬ 
nastic , divided, according to Plato, 1 into two kinds, 
the Orchestic , which takes its name from dancing, 
and the Palcesiric , 2 so called from a Greek word 
which signifies wrestling. The exercises of the lat¬ 
ter kind principally conduced to form the body for 
the fatigues of war, navigation, agriculture, aud the 
other uses of society. 

Dancing had another end, and taught such rules 
of motion as were most proper to render the shape 
free and easy; to give the body a just proportion, ami 
the whole person an unconstrained, noble, and grace¬ 
ful air, in a word, an external politeness, if we may 
be allowed to use that expression, which never fails 
to prepossess people in favour of those who have been 
formed to it early. 

Music was cultivated with no less application and 
success. The ancients ascribed wonderful eflVcts to 
it. They helieved it well calculated to calm the 
passions, soften the manners, and even humanize na¬ 
tions naturally savage and barbarous. Polybius, 3 a 
grave and serious historian, who is certain))' worthy 
of belief, attributes the extreme difference between 
two nations of Arcadia, the one infinitely beloved and 
esteemed for the elegance of their manners, their bene¬ 
volent inclinations, humanity to strangers, and piety 
to the gods; the other, on the contrary, generally 
reproached and hated for their malignity, brutality, 
and irreligion: Polybius, I say, ascribes this difl'er- 
ence to the study of music (I mean, savs he, the true 
and genuine music,) industriously cultivated by the 
one, and absolutely neglected by the other nation. 

After this it is not surprising that the Greeks should 
have considered music as an essential part in the edu¬ 
cation of youth. Socrates himself, 4 at a very advanced 
age, was not ashamed of learning to play upon musical 
instruments.—Themistoclcs, however otherwise es¬ 
teemed, was thought deficient in polite accomplish- 
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nients, 6 because at an entertainment he could not 
touch the lyre like the rest of the company. Igno¬ 
rance in this respect was deemed a defect of educa¬ 
tion; 6 on the contrary, skill did honour to the great¬ 
est men. Epaminondas was praised for dancing and 
playing well upon the flute.7 We may observe in 
this place the different tastes and genius of nations. 
The Romans were far from having the same opinion 
with the Greeks in regard to music and dancing, and 
set no value upon them. It is very likely that the 
wisest and most sensible amongst the latter did not 
apply to them with any great industry; and Philip's 
expression to his son Alexander, who had shown too 
much skill in music at a feast, induces me io be of 
this opinion: Are you not ashamed, said he, to sing 
so well? 

In other respects, there were some grounds for this 
esteem for dancing and music. Both the one and the 
other were employed in the most august feasts ana 
ceremonies of religion, to express with greater force 
and dignity their acknowledgment to the gods for 
the favours they had vouchsafed to confer upon them. 
They formed generally the greatest and most agree¬ 
able part of their feasts and entertainments, which 
seldom or never began or ended without some edeb 
being sung, like those in honour of the victors in the 
Olympic games, and on other similar subjects. They 
had a part also in war; and we know 7 that the Lace¬ 
daemonians marched to battle dancing, and to the 
sound of flutes. Plato, 8 the most grave philosopher 
of antiquity, considered both these arts not as simple 
amusements, but as having a great share in the cere¬ 
monies of religion and military exercises. Hence we 
see him very intent, in his books of laws, to prescribe 
judicious regulations with respect to dancing and 
music, in order to keep them within the bounds of 
utility and decorum. 

They did not continue long within these restric¬ 
tions. The licentiousness of the Grecian stage, on 
which dancing was in the highest vogue, and in a 
manner prostituted to buffoons and the most con¬ 
temptible people, who made no other use of it than 
to awaken or cherish the most vicious passions; this 
licentiousness, 1 say, soon corrupted an art which 
might have been of some advantage, had it been re¬ 
gulated by Plato’s opinion. Music had a like des¬ 
tiny; and perhaps the corruption of this did not a 
little contribute to the depraving and pervciting of 
dancing. Voluptuousness and sensual pleasure were 
the sole arbiters consulted as to the use which was to 
be made of both, and the theatre became a school of 
every kind of vice. 

Plutarch, 9 in lamenting that the art of dancing was 
much fallen from the merit which rendered it so es¬ 
timable to the great men of antiquity, does not omit 
to observe, that it was corrupted by a vicious kind of 
poetry, and a soft effeminate music, with which it had 
formed an injudicious union, and which had taken 
place of that ancient poetry and music., which had 
something noble, majestic, and even religious and 
heavenly in them. He adds, that being made subser¬ 
vient to voluptuousness and sensuality, it exercised, 
by their aid, a kind of tyrannical power in the thea¬ 
tres, which were become the public schools of crimi¬ 
nal passions and gross vices, wherein no regard was 
paid to reason. 

The reader, without my reminding him, will make 
the application of this passage of Plutarch to that 
sort of music with which our theatres resound at this 
clay, and which, by its effeminate and wanton airs, 
has given the. last wound to the little manly force and 
virtue that remained among us. Quintilian describes 
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the music of his times in these terms: Qua nunc in 
scenis effeminate, ei tmpudicis modis fracla, non ex 
parte minima, si quia in nobis virilis roboris mane- 
bat ', excidit . 1 

2. Of the other exercises of the body. 

The young-Athenians, and in general all the Greeks, 
were very careful to form themselves in all the exer¬ 
cises of the body, and to take lessons regularly from 
the masters of the Palaestrae. They called the places 
allotted for these exercises, Palaestrae or Gymnasia; 
which answers very near to our academies. Plato, in 
his books of laws, after having shown of what impor¬ 
tance it was with a view to war, to cultivate strength 
and agility of the hands and feet, adds, 2 that far from 
banishing from a well-regulated republic the profes¬ 
sion of the Athletae, on the contrary, prizes ought to 
be proposed for all exercises that conduce to the im¬ 
provement of the military art: such are those which 
render the body more active and fitter for the race; 
more hardy, robust, and supple; more capable of 
supporting great fatigues, ana effecting great enter- 
pnzes. We must remember, that there was no Athe¬ 
nian who ought not to have been capable of handling 
the oar in the largest galleys. The citizens them¬ 
selves performed this office, which was not left to 
slaves and criminals, as io these days. They w ere all 
destined to the trade of war, and often obliged to 
wear armour of iron from head to foot of a great 
weight. For this reason, Plato, and all the ancients, 
looked upon the exercises of the body as highly use¬ 
ful, and even absolutely necessary to the good of the 
public, and therefore this philosopher excludes only 
those which were of no service in war. 

There were also masters who taught the youth to 
ride, 3 and to handle their arms, or fence; and others 
whose business it was to instruct them in all that was 
necessary to be known, in order to excel in the art 
military, and to become good commanders. The 
whole science of the latter consisted in what the an¬ 
cients called Tactics, that is to say, the art of drawing 
up troops in battle, and of making military evolutions. 
That science was useful, but it was not sufficient. 
Xenophon 4 shows its insufficiency, by producing a 
voung man lately come from such a school, io which 
Le imagined he had learnt every thing, though in 
reality he had only acquired a foolish esteem for him¬ 
self, attended with perfect ignorance. He gives him, 
by the mouth of Socrates, admirable precepts as to 
the business of a soldier, and well calculated to form 
an excellent officer. 

Hunting was also considered by the ancients a9 an 
exercise well calculated for forming youth to the stra¬ 
tagems and fatigues of war. It is for this reason that 
Xenophon, who was no less a great general than a 
great philosopher, did not think it below him to write 
a treatise expressly upon hunting, 5 in which he de¬ 
scends to the minutest particulars; and points out the 
considerable advantages that may be derived from it, 
from being inured to suffer hunger, thirst, heat, cold, 
without being discouraged either by the length of the 
course, the difficulty of the clifts and thickets through 
which it is often necessary to press, or the small suc¬ 
cess of the long and painful fatigues which are often 
undergone to no purpose. He adds, that this inno¬ 
cent pleasure removes others equally shameful and 
criminal; and that a wise and moderate man would 
not, however, abandon himself so much to it as to 
neglect the care of his domestic affairs. The same 
author, 6 in the Cyropceclia, frequently praises hunt¬ 
ing, which he looks upon as a real study of the art 
of war; and shows, in the example of his young hero, 
the good use that may be made of it. 

3. Of the Exercises of the JMind. 

Athens, properly speaking, was the school and 

abode of polite learning, arts, and sciences. The 
study of poesy, eloquence, philosophy, and mathe- 
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matics, was in great vogue there, and much cultivated 
by the youth. 

The young people were first sent to learn grammar 
under masters who taught them regularly, and upon 
proper principles, their own language; by which they 
attained a knowledge of its whole beauty, energy, 
number, and cadence. Hence proceeded that fine 
taste which universally pervaded Athens, 7 where, as 
history informs us, a simple herd-woman distinguished 
Theophrastus to be a foreigner, from the affectation 
of a single word in expressing himself. And from the 
same cause the orators were greatly apprehensive of 
letting fall the least injudicious expression, for fear 
of offending so refined and delicate an audience. It 
was very common for the young people to get the 
tragedies represented upon the stage by heart. We 
have seen, that after the defeat of the Athenians be¬ 
fore Syracuse, many of them, who had beem taken 
prisoners and made slaves, softened their slavery by 
reciting the works of Euripides to their masters, who, 
extremely delighted with hearing such sublime verses, 
treated them from henceforth with kindness and hu¬ 
manity. The compositions of the other poets had no 
doubt the same effect; and Plutarch tells us, that 
Alcibiades, when very young, having entered a school 
in which there was not a Homer, gave the master a 
box on the ear as an ignorant fellow, and one who 
dishonoured his profession. 8 

As for eloquence, it is no wonder that it-was par¬ 
ticularly studied at Athens. It was that which open¬ 
ed the way to the highest offices, reigned absolute in 
the assemblies, decided the most important affairs of 
the state, and gave an almost unlimited power to those 
who had the talent of oratory in an eminent degree. 

This therefore was the great employment of the 
young citizens of Athens, especially of those who 
aspired to the highest offices. To the study of rhe¬ 
toric, they annexed that of philosophy. I comprise 
under the latter all the sciences which are either 
parts of, or relate to, it. The persons known to an¬ 
tiquity under the name of Sophists had acquired a 
reat reputation at Athens, especially in the time of 
ocrates. These teachers, who were as presumptu¬ 
ous as avaricious, set themselves up for universal 
scholars. Their chief strength lay in philosophy and 
eloquence, both of which they corrupted by the false 
taste and wrong principles which they instilled into 
their disciples. I have observed, in the life of So-, 
crates, that philosopher’s endeavours and success in 
discrediting them. 


CHAPTER II. 

OF WAR. 

SECTION I. — THE NATIONS OF GREECE IN ALL 
TIMES VERY WARLIKE, ESPECIALLY THE LACE¬ 
DAEMONIANS AND ATHENIANS. 

No people of antiquity (I except the Romans^ can 
dispute the glory of arms and military virtue with the 
Greeks. During the Trojan war Greece signalized 
her valour in battle, and acquired immortal fam by 
the bravery of the captains she sent thither. This 
expedition was however, properly speaking, no more 
than the cradle of her infant glory; and the great 
exploits by which she distinguished herself there, 
were only her first essays and apprenticeship in the 
art of war. 

There were in Greece several small republics, 
neighbours to one another by their situation, but 
widely distant in their customs, laws, characters, and 
particularly in their interests. This difference of 
manners and interests was a continual source and oc¬ 
casion of divisions amongst, them. Every city, little 
satisfied with its own territory, was studious to ag¬ 
grandize itself at the expense of its next neighbours, 
according as they lay most commodious for it. Hence 
all these little states, either out of ambition, and to 
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extend their conquests, or the necessity of a just de¬ 
fence, were always under arms; and by that continual 
exercise of war, there tvas formed throughout the 
whole of these nations a martial spirit, and an intre¬ 
pidity of courage which made them invincible in the 
field; as appeared in the sequel, when the whole 
united forces of the East came to invade Greece, and 
made her sensible of her own strength, and of what 
she was capable of. 

Two cities distinguished themselves above the rest, 
and held jndisputabij’ the first rank; these were Spar¬ 
ta and Athens: in consequence of which those cities, 
either successively or together, had the empire of 
Greece, and maintained themselves through a long 
series of time in a power which the sole superiority 
of merit, universally acknowledged by all tne other 
states, had acquired them. This merit consisted 
principally in their military knowledge and martial 
virtue; of which both of them had given the most 
glorious proofs in the war against the Persians. 
Thebes disputed this honour with them for some 
years, by surprising actions of valour, which had 
something of prodigy in them: but this was but a 
short-lived blaze, which, after having shone out with 
exceeding splendour, soon disappeared, and left that 
city in its original obscurity. Sparta and Athens 
will therefore be the only objects of our reflections, 
as to what relates to war; and we shall join them to¬ 
gether, in order to be the better able to form a notion 
of their characters, as well in what they resemble, as 
in what they differ from each other. 


SECTION II. —ORIGIN AND CAUSE OF THE VALOUR 
AND MILITARY VIRTUE BY WHICH THE LACEDE¬ 
MONIANS AND ATHENIANS ALWAYS DISTINGUISH¬ 
ED THEM SELVES. 


All the laws of Sparta and all the institutions of 
Lycurgus seem to have had no other object than w ar, 
and tended solely to the making the subjects of that 
republic a body of soldiers. All other employments, 
all nther exercises, were prohibited amongst them. 
Arts, polite learning, sciences, trades, even husbandry 
ifeelf, formed no part of their employment, and seem¬ 
ed in their eyes unworthy of them. From their earli¬ 
est infancy no other taste was instilled into them but 
for arms; and indeed the Spartan education w as won¬ 
derfully well adapted to that end. To go barefoot, 
to lie on the bare ground, to be satisfied with little 
meat and drink, to suffer heat and cold, to be exer¬ 
cised continually in hunting, wrestling, running on 
foot and horse-back, to be inured to blows and wounds 
so as to vent neither complaint nor groan; these were 
the rudiments of education of the Spartan youth with 
regard to war, and enabled them one day to support 
all its fatigues, and to confront all its dangers. 

The habit of obeying, contracted from the most 
early years, respect lor the magistrates and elders, a 
perfect submission to the laws, from which no age 
nor condition was exempt, prepared then! amazingly 
for military discipline, which is in a manner the soul 
of war, and the principle of success in all great en¬ 
terprises. 

Now one of these law’s was to conquer or die, and 
never to surrender to the enemy. Leonidas with his 
300 Spartans was an illustrious example of this; and 
his intrepid valour, extolled in all ages with the 
highest applauses, and proposed as a model to ail pos¬ 
terity, had given the same spirit to the nation, and 
traced them out the plan they were to follow. The 
disgrace and infamy annexed to the violation of this 
law, and to such as quitted their arms in battle, con¬ 
firmed the observance of it, and rendered it in a man¬ 
ner inviolable. The mothers recommended to their 
sons, when they set out for the field, to return either 
with or upon their bucklers. They did not weep for 
those who died with arms in their hands, but for 
those who preserved themselves by flight. Can we 
be surprised, after this, that a small body of such sol¬ 
diers, with such principles, should put to a stand an 
innumerable army of barbarians? / 

The Athenians were not bred up so roughly as the 
people of Sparta, but had no less valour. The taste 
of the two nations was quite different in regard to 
Vol. I.—52 


education and employment; but they attained the 
same end, though by different means. The Spartans 
knew only how to use their arms, and were soldiers 
alone: but amongst tiie Athenians (and we must say 
as much of the other people of Greece) arts, trades, 
husbandry, commerce, and navigation, were held in 
honour, and thought no disgrace to any one. These 
occupations were no obstacles to military skill and 
valour; they disqualified none for rising to the great¬ 
est commands and the first dignities of the republic. 
Plutarch observes, that Solon, seeing the territory of 
Attica was barren, applied himself to direct the in¬ 
dustry of his citizens towards arts, trades, and com¬ 
merce, in order to supply his country thereby with 
what it wanted on the side of fertility. This taste 
became one of the maxims of the government and 
fundamental laws of the state, and perpetuated itself 
amongst the people, but without lessening in the least 
their ardour for war. 

The ancient glory of the nation, which had always 
distinguished itself by military bravery, was a power¬ 
ful motive for not degenerating from the reputation 
of their ancestors. The famous battle of Marathon, 
wherein they had sustained alone the shock of the 
barbarians, and gained a signal victory over them, 
infinitely heightened their courage; and the battle of 
Salamis, .in the success of which they had the great¬ 
est share, raised them to the highest pitch of glory, 
and rendered them capable of the greatest enterprises. 

A noble emulation not to give place in merit to 
Sparta, the rival of Athens, and a keen jealousy of 
their glory, which during the war with tne Persians 
contained itself within due bounds, were another 
strong incentive to the Athenians, who every day 
made new efforts to excel themselves, and sustain 
their reputation. 

The rewards and honours granted to those who 
had distinguished themselves in battle: the monu¬ 
ments erected in memory of the citizens tvho had 
died in the defence of their country; the funeral 
orations publicly pronounced in the midst of the 
most august religious ceremonies, to render their 
names immortal:—all conspired in the highest de¬ 
gree to eternize the valour of the Athenians particu¬ 
larly, and to make fortitude a kind of law and indis¬ 
pensable necessity to them. 

Athens had a law by which it was ordained,* that 
those who had been maimed in war should be main¬ 
tained at the expense of the public. The same fa¬ 
vour was granted to the fathers, and mothers, as well 
as to the children of such as had fallen in battle, and 
left their families poor and not in a condition to sup¬ 
port themselves. The republic, like a good mother, 
generously took them into her care, and fulfilled to¬ 
wards them all the duties and procured them all the 
relief that they could have expected from those 
whose loss they deplored. 

This exalted the courage of the Athenians, and 
rendered their troops invincible, though not very 
numerous. In the battle of Platcea, where the army 
of the .barbarians, commanded by Mardonius, consis¬ 
ted at the least of 300,000 men, and the united forces 
of the Greeks of only 108,200 men, there were in 
the latter only 10,000 Lacedaemonians, of which one 
half were Spartans, that is to say, inhabitants of 
Sparta, and 8,000 Athenians. It is true, each Spar¬ 
tan brought with him seven Helots, which made in 
all 35,000 men; but they tvere scarce ever reckoned 
as soldiers. 

This shining merit, in point of martial valour, ge¬ 
nerally acknowledged by the other states,, did not 
suppress in their minds all sentiments of eovy and 
jealousy; as appeared once in relation to the Lace¬ 
daemonians. The allies, who were very much supe¬ 
rior to them in number, could with difficulty endure to 
see themselves subjected to their order,and murmur¬ 
ed against it in secret. Agesilaus, king of Sparta, 
without seeming to have any knowledge of their dis¬ 
gust, assembled the whole army; and after having 
made all the allies sit down on one side, and the 
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Lacedaemonians by themselves on the other, he caus¬ 
ed proclamation to be made by a herald, that ail 
smiths, masons, carpenters, (and so on, through 
the other trades,) should rise up. Almost all the al¬ 
lies did so, and not one of the Lacedaemonians, to 
whom all trades were prohibited. Agesilaus then 
smiling, “You see,” said he, “how man}* more sol¬ 
diers Sparta alone furnishes than all the rest of the al¬ 
lies together;” thereby intimatiug, that to be a good 
soldier, it wa3 necessary to be only a soldier; that 
trade diveited the artisan from applying himself whol¬ 
ly to the profession of arms and the science of war, 
and prevented his succeeding so well in it as those who 
made it their sole business and exercise. But Ages- 
ilaus spoke and acted in that manner from his preju¬ 
dice in favour of the Lacedmmonian education; for 
indeed those whom he wished to consider only as 
simple artisans, demonstrated by the glorious victo¬ 
ries they obtained over the Persians, and even Sparta 
tself, that they were by no means inferior to the 
Lacedaemonians, entirely soldiers as they were, either 
in valour or military knowledge. 

SECTION III.— DIFFERENT KINDS OF TROOPS OF 

WHICH THE ARMIES OF THE RACEDJEMONIANS 

AND ATHENIANS WERE COMPOSED. 

The armies both of Sparta and Athens were com¬ 
posed of four sorts of troops: citizens, allies, merce¬ 
naries and slaves. The soldiers were sometimes mar¬ 
ked in the hand, to distinguish them from the slaves, 
who had that character impressed upon their forehead. 
Interpreters believe, that it is in allusion to this dou¬ 
ble manner of marking, that it is said in the Revela¬ 
tion, that all were obliged “ to receive the mark of 
the beast in the right hand, or in their foreheads;” 1 
and that St. Paul says of himself; 2 “ I bear in my bo¬ 
dy the marks of the Lord Jesus.” 

The citizens of Lacedcemonia were of two sorts; 
either those who inhabited Sparta itself, and who for 
that reason were called Spartans, or those who lived 
in the country. In Lycurgus’s ‘time the Spartans 
amounted to 9000, and the others to 30,000. This 
number seems to have been somewhat diminished in 
the time of Xerxes, as Demaratus, speaking to him 
of the Lacedaemonian troops, computes only 8000 
Spartans. The latter were the flower of the nation; 
and we may judge of the value they set upon them, by 
the anxiety the republic expressed for the three or 
four hundred besieged by tne Athenians in the small 
island of Sphacteria, where they were taken pris¬ 
oners. The Lacedemonians generally spared the 
troops of their country very much, and sent only a 
few of them into the armies; but even these few 
constituted their chief strength. When a Lacedae¬ 
monian general was asked, how many Spartans there 
were in the army; he answered, as many as are 
necessary to repulse the enemy. They served the 
state at their own expense, and it was not till after 
a length of time that they received pay from the 
public. 

The greatest number of the troops in the two repub¬ 
lics were composed of the Allies, who were paid by 
the cities which sent them. 

The foreign troops, who were paid by the republic 
to whose aid they were called in, were styled Merce¬ 
naries. 

The Spartans never marched without Helots, and 
we have seen that in the battle of Plataea every citi¬ 
zen had seven. I do not believe that this number 
was fixed, nor do I well comprehend for what ser¬ 
vice they were designed. It would have been very 
bad policy to have put arms into the hands of so 
great a number of slaves, generally much disconten¬ 
ted with their masters’ harsh treatment of them, 
and who consequently would have had every thing to 
fear from them in a battle. Herodotus, however, in 
the passage I have cited from him, represents them 
carrying arms in the field as light-armed soldiers. 

The infantry consisted of two kinds of soldiers. 
The oue were heavy armed, and carried great buck¬ 
lers, lances, half-pikes, and scimitars and of these the 

i Rev. xiii. 16. a Gal. vi. 17. 


main strength of the army consisted. The other weie 
light armed, that is to say, with bows and slings. 
They were commonly placed in the front of the bat¬ 
tle, or upon the wings as a first line, to shoot arrows, 
and fling javelins ana stones at the enemy; and when 
they had discharged, they retired through the inter¬ 
vals behind the battalions as a second line, and con¬ 
tinued their volleys. 

Thucydides, 3 in describing the battle of Mantincea, 
divides the Lacedaemonian troops in ihis manner. 
There were seven regiments of four companies each, 
without including the Sciritae, to the number of 600; 
these were horsemen, of whom I shall soon speak 
farther. The company consisted, according to the 
Greek interpreter, of 128 men, and was subdivided 
into four squadrons, each of thirty-two men. So that 
a regiment amounted to 512 men, and the seven made 
together 3534. Each squadron had four men in front 
and eight in depth, for that was the usual depth of 
the files, which the officers might change according 
as circumstances required. 

The Lacedaemonians did not actually begin to use 
cavalry till after the war with Messenc, where they 
perceived their want of it. They raised their horse 
principally in a small city not far from Lacedaemon, 
called Sciros, from whence these troops were de¬ 
nominated Sciritce. They were always on the ex¬ 
tremity of the left wing, and this was their post by 
right. 

Cavalry was still more rare amongst the Athenians: 
the situation of Attica, broken with abundance of 
mountains, was the cause of this. It did not amount, 
after the war with the Persians, which was the time 
when the prosperity of Greece was at the highest, to 
more than 300 horse; but increased afterwards to 
1200 ; a very small body, however, for so powerful a 
republic. 

I have already observed, that amongst the ancients, 
as well Greeks as Romans, no mention is made of the 
stirrup, W'hich is very surprising. They threw them¬ 
selves nimbly on horseback:— 

Corpora saltu 

Subjieiunt in equos- JEn. 1. xii. ver. 287. 

And with a leap sit steady on the horse. 
Sometimes the horse, trained early to that practice, 
would bend his forelegs to give his master the oppor¬ 
tunity of mounting with more ease; 

Inde inclinatus collnm. submissus el artr.os 
De more, inflexis priebebat seandere terga 
Cruribus.— Sil. Jtal. dc cquo Catlii Equ. Rom. 

Those whom age or weakness rendered heavy, 
made use of a servant in mounting on horseback; m 
which they imitated the Persians, with whom it was 
the common custom. Gracchus caused handsome 
stones to be placed on each side of the great roads of 
Italy at certain distances from one another, to help 
travellers to get on horseback without the assistance 
of any body. 4 

I am surprised that the Athenians, expert as they 
were in the art of war, did not perceive that the 
cavalry was the most essential part of an army, es¬ 
pecially in battles; and that some of their generals 
did not turn their attention that way, asThemislocles 
did towards maritime a flairs. Xenophon was well 
capable of rendering them a similar service in respect 
to the cavalry, of the importance of which he was 
perfectly apprised. He wrote two treatises upon 
this subject; one of which regards the care it is ne¬ 
cessary to take of horses, and how to acquire a 
knowledge of them, and to break them; which he 
treats with astonishing minuteness: and the other 
gives instructions for training and exercising the 
troopers themselves; both well worth the reading of 
all who profess arms. In the latter he states the 
means of placing the cavalry in honour, and lays 
down rules upon the art military in general, which 
might be of very great use to all those who are de¬ 
signed for the profession of arms. 


* Thueyd. 1. v, p. 3U0. _ ^ . 

* ’Ava/ioxsto; w Ssa/ittvoii. Plut . in Grace .p. 883. Tins 
word i v*fioX£u5, signifies a servact who helped his master 
to mount on horseback. 
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I have been surprised, in running over this second 
treatise, to see with what care Xenophon, a soldier 
and a pagan, recommends the practice of religion, a 
veneration for the gods, and the necessity of implo¬ 
ring their aid upon all occasions. He repeats this 
maxim in thirteen different places of a tract in other 
respects brief enough; and rightly judging that these 
religious insinuations might give some people offence, 
he makes a kind of apology for Jhem, and concludes 
the piece with a reflection which I shall repeat entire 
in this place. “ If any one,” says he, “wonders that 
I insist so much here upon the necessity of not form¬ 
ing any enterprise without first endeavouring to ren¬ 
der the Divinity favourable and propitious, let him 
reflect, that there are in war a thousand unforeseen 
and hazardous conjunctures, wherein the generals, 
vigilant to take advantages and lay ambuscades for 
each other, from the uncertainty of an enemy’s mo¬ 
tions, can take no other counsel than that of the gods. 
Nothing is doubtful or obscure with them. They 
unfold the future to whomsoever they please, by the 
inspection of the entrails of beasts, by the singing of 
birds, by visions, or in dreaois. Now we may pre¬ 
sume, that the gods are more inclined to illuminate 
the minds of such as consult them not only in urgent 
necessities, but who at all times, and when no dan¬ 
gers threaten them, render them all the homage and 
adoration of which they are capable.” 

It was worthy of this great man to give the most 
important of instructions to his son Gryllus, to whom 
he addresses the treatise we mention, and who, ac¬ 
cording to the common opinion, was appointed to 
discipline the Athenian cavalry. 

SECTION IV.— OF MARITIME AFFAIRS, FLEETS, 
AM> IS'AVAL FORCES. 

If the Athenians were inferior to the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians in cavalry, they had infinitely the advantage 
over them in naval affairs; and we have seen their 
skill in that department make them masters at sea, 
and give them a great superiority over all the other 
states of Greece. As this subject is very necessary 
to the understanding many passages in history, I 
shall treat it rather more extensively than I have 
other matters, and shall make great use of what the 
learned Father Don Bernard de Montfaucon has said 
of it in his books upon antiquity. 

The principal parts of a ship were the prow or 
head, the poop or stern, and tne middle, called in 
Latin carina , the hulk or waist. 

The Prow was the part which projected beyond 
the waist or belly of the ship; it was generally adorn¬ 
ed with paintings and different sculptures of gods, 
men, or animals. The beak, called rostrum, lay 
lower, and level with the water: it was a piece of 
timber w hich projected from the prow, armed with a 
spike of brass, and sometimes of iron. The Greeks 
termed it J^poxov. 

The other end of the ship, opposite to the prow, 
was called the Poop. There the pilot sat and held 
the helm, which was an oar longer and larger than 
the rest. 

The Waist was the hollow of the vessel, or the 
hold. 

The ships were of two kinds. The one were rowed 
with oars, which were ships of war; the other carried 
sails, and were vessels of burden, intended for com¬ 
merce and transports. Both of them sometimes made 
use of oars and sails together, but that very rarely. 
The ships of war are also very often called long ships 
by authors, and by that name distinguished from ves¬ 
sels of burden. 

The long ships were farther divided into two 
species: those which were called actuaries naves, 
and were very light vessels, like our brigantines; 
and those called only long ships. The first were 
usually termed open ships, because they had no decks. 
Of these light vessels there were some larger than 
ordinary, of which some had twenty, some thirty, 
and the others forty oars, half on one side, and half 
on the other, all on the same line. 

The long ships, which were used in war, were of 
two sorts. Some had only one rank of oars on each 


side; the others two, three, four, five, or a greater 
number, as far as furty; but these last were rather for 
show than use. 

The long ships of one rank of oars were called 
aphracii; that is to say, uncovered, and had no 
decks; this distinguished them from the caiaphraeii , 
which had decks. They had only small platforms 
to stand on, at the head and stern, in the time of 
action. 

The ships most commonly used in the battles of 
the ancients, were those which carried from three to 
five ranks or benches of oars, and were called Wire* 
mes and quinqueremes. 

It is a great question, and has given occasion for 
abundance of learned dissertations, bow these ben¬ 
ches of oars were disposed. Some will have it, that 
they were placed at length, like the ranks of oars in 
the modern galleys. Others maintain, that the ben¬ 
ches of the biremes, triremes, quinqueremes, and so 
on to the number of forty in some vessels, were one 
above another. To support this last opinion, innu¬ 
merable passages are cited from ancient authors, 
which seem to leave no manner of doubt in it, and 
are considerably corroborated by the evidence of 
Trajan’s pillar, which represents these ranks one 
above another. Father Montfaucon, however, avers, 
that all the persons of greatest skill in naval aflairs 
whom he had consulted, declared, that the thing 
conceived in that manner seemed to them utterly 
impossible. But reasoning is a weak proof against 
the experience of so many ages, confirmed by so 
many authors. It is true, that in admitting these 
ranks of oars to be disposed perpendicularly ODe 
above another, it is not easy to comprehend how 
they could be worked; but in the biremes and trire¬ 
mes of Trajan’s pillar, the lower ranks are placed 
obliquely, and as it were rising by degrees. 

In ancient times ships with several ranks of oar3 
were not known: they made use of long ships, in 
which the rowers, however numerous they were, 
worked all upon the same line. Such was the fleet 
which the Greeks sent against Troy. 1 It was com¬ 
posed of 1200 sail; among which the galleys of Boeo- 
tia had each 120 men, and of those of Philoctetes 50; 
and this no doubt denotes the greatest and smallest 
vessels. Their galleys had no decks, but were built 
like common boats; which is still practised, says 
Thucydides, by the pirates, to prevent their being so 
soon discovered at a distance. 

The Corinthians are said to have been the first 
who changed the form of ships; 2 and instead of 
simple galleys made vessels with three ranks, in or¬ 
der to add, by increasing the number of oars, to the 
swiftness and impetuosity of their motion. Their 
city, advantageously situated between two seas, was 
well adapted for commerce, and served as a staple 
for merchandise. After their example, the inhabi¬ 
tants of Oorcyra, and the tyrants of Sicily, equipped 
also many galleys of three benches, a fittle before 
the war against the Persians. It was about the same 
time that the Athenians, animated by the forcible 
exhortations of Themistocles, who foresaw the war 
which soon after broke out, built ships of the same 
form, though even then the deck did not reach the 
whole length of the vessel ; and from thenceforth 
they applied themselves to naval affairs with incredi¬ 
ble ardour and success. 

The beak of the prow ( rostrum ) was that part of 
the vessel of which most use was made in sea-fights. 
Ariston of Corinth 5 persuaded the Syracusans, when 
their city was besieged by the Athenians, to make 
their prows lower and shorter; which advice gained 
them the victory. For the prows of the Athenian 
vessels being very high and very weak, their beaks 
struck only the parts above water, and for that rea¬ 
son did little damage to the enemy’s ships; whereas 
those of the Syracusans, whose prows were strong 
and low, and tneir beaks level w ith the water, often 
sunk, at a single blow, the triremes of the Athenians. 

Two sorts of people served on board these galleys. 


i Thucyd. 1. i. p. 8. 

s Diod. 1. xiii. p. 141. 


* Ibid. p. 10, 
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The one were employed in steering and working the 
ship, who were the rowers, rcmiges, and the mari¬ 
ners, nautce. The rest were soldiers intended for the 
fight, and are denoted in Greek by the word 
This distinction did not prevail in the early times, 
when the same persons rowed, fought, and did all 
the necessary work of the ship, and this was also not 
wholly disused in later days. For Thucydides, 1 in 
describing the arrival of the Athenian fleet at the 
small island of Sphacteria, observes, that only the 
rowers of the lowest bench remained in the ships, 
and that the rest went on shore with their arms. 

1. The condition of the rowers was very hard and 
laborious. I have already said that the rowers, a9 
well as mariners, were all citizens and freemen, and 
not slaves or foreigners, as in these days. The rowers 
were distinguished bv their several stages. The 
lower rank were called thalamitce, the middle zugitce , 
and the highest thranitce. Thucydides remarks, that 
the latter had greater pay than the rest, because they 
W'orked with longer and heavier oars than those of 
the lower benches. It seems that the crew, 2 in order 
to pull in concert, and with the greater regularity, 
were sometimes guided by the singing of a man, 
and sometimes by the sound of an instrument; and 
this grateful harmony served not only to regulate 
the motion of their oars, but to diminish and soothe 
their toil. 

It is a question amongst the learned, whether there 
wa 3 only one man to every oar in these great ships, 
or several, as in the galleys of these days.—What 
Thucydides observes concerning the pay of the thra- 
nitse, seems to imply that they worked single. For if 
others had shared tne work with them, wherefore had 
they greater pay given them than those who managed 
an oar alone, as the latter had as much, and perhaps 
more of the labour than they? Father Montfaucon 
believes that in the vessels of more than five ranks 
there might be several men to one oar. 

He who took care of the whole crew, and com¬ 
manded the vessel, was called nauclerus , and was the 
principal officer. The second was the pilot, guber- 
nator; his place was in the poop, where he held the 
helm in his hand, and steered the vessel. His skill 
consisted in knowing the coasts, ports, rocks, shoals, 
and especially the winds and stars; for before the 
invention of the compass, the pilot had nothing to 
direct him during the night but the stars. 

2. The soldiers who fought in the ships were armed 
almost in the same manner with the land forces. 
There was no fixed number. The Athenians, 3 at the 
battle of Salamis, had 180 vessels, and in each of 
them eighteen fighting men, four of whom were 
archers, and the rest heavy-armed troops. The 
officer who commanded these soldiers was called 
rpttpxpws, and the commander of the fleet, v*vup%o$ 

Or CTTpXTtiyoS. 

We cannot exactly ascertain the number of sol¬ 
diers, mariners and rowers, that served on board 
each ship; but it generally amounted to 200, more 
or less, as appears from Herodotus’s estimate of the 
Persian fleet in the time of Xerxes, and in other 
laces where mention is made of that of the Greeks. 

mean here the great vessels, the triremes, which 
were the species most in use. 

The pay of those vvho served in these ships varied 
very much at different times. When the younger 
Cyrus arrived in Asia, 4 it was only three oboli, which 
was half a drachma, or five-pence; and the treaty 
between the Persians and Lacedmmonians was con¬ 
cluded at that rate; 5 which gives reason to believe 


* Thucyd. 1. iv. p.275. 

® Musicam natura ipsa videtur ad tolerandus facilius 
labores veluti muneri nobis dcdisse. Siquidem et remiges 
eantus hortatur; nee solum in iis operibus, in quibus plu- 
rium conatus prceeunte aiiqua jueunda vqce conspirat^sed 
etiam singulorum fatigatio quamlibet se rudi modulatione 
eolatur. Qv.in.tiL 1. i. c. 10. 

3 Plut. in Themist. p. 119. 4 Xenoph. Hist. 1. i. p. 441. 

* This treaty stipulated that the- Persians should pay 

thirty mince a month for each ship, which was half a talent: 

the whole amounted to three oboli a day for every man that 

served on board. 


that the usual pay was three oboli. Cyrus, at Lyaau- 
der’s request added a fourth, which made sixpence- 
halfpenny a day. It was often raised to a whole 
drachma, 6 about ten-pence French. In the fleet fit¬ 
ted out agaiust Sicily, the Athenians gave a drachma 
a day to the troops. The sum of sixty talents,7 which 
the people of Egesta advanced to the Athenians 
monthly for the maintaining of sixty ships, 3 shows 
that the pay of each vessel for a month amounted to 
a talent, that is to say, to about 140Z.; which supposes 
that each ship’s company consisted of 200 men, each 
of whom received a drachma, or ten-pence, a day. 
As the officers’ pay was higher, the republic perhaps 
either furnished the overplus, or it was deducted out 
of the total of the sum advanced for a vessel, by 
abating something in the pay of the private men. 

The same may be said of the land troops as has 
been said of the seamen, except that the cavalry had 
double their pay. It appears that the ordinary pay 
of the foot was three oboli a day, and that it was 
augmented according to times and occasions. Thini- 
bron the Lacedaemonian, 9 when he marched against 
Tissaphernes, promised adarick a month to each sol¬ 
dier, two to a captain, and four to the colonels. Now 
a darick a month is four oboli a day. The younger 
Cyrus, to animate his troops, who were disheartened 
by the idea of a too long march, instead of one darick, 
promised one and a half to each soldier, which amount¬ 
ed to a drachma, or ten-pence French, a day. 

It may be asked how the Lacedaemonians, whose 
iron coin, the only species current amongst them, 
would pass no where else, could maintain armies by 
sea and land; and where they found money for their 
subsistence. It is not to be doubted but they raised 
it, as the Athenians did, by contributions from their 
allies, and still more from the cities to which they 
gave liberty and protection, or from those they had 
conquered from their enemies. Their second fund 
for paving their fleet and armies was the aids which 
they drew from the king of Persia, as we have seen 
on several occasions. 

SECTION V.— PECULIAR CHARACTER OF THE 
ATHENIANS. 

Pr,UTARCn will furnish us with almost all the lead¬ 
ing features upon this head. Every body knows how 
well he succeeds in copying nature in his portraits, 
and how well calculated he was to trace the charac¬ 
ter of a people whose genius and manners he had 
studied with so profound an attention. 

I. 10 The people of Athens, 11 says Plutarch, are 
easily provoked to anger , and as easily induced to 
resume sentiments of benevolence and compassion . 
History supplies ns with an infinity of examples of 
this kind: the sentence of death passed against the 
inhabitants of Mitylene, and revoked the next day: 
the condemnation of the ten generals, and that of 
Socrates,—both followed with an immediate repent¬ 
ance and the most lively grief. 

II. They are better pleased with forming a prompt 
decision, 1 ® and almost guessing at the result of an 
affair , than with giving themselves leisure to be in¬ 
formed in it thoroughly, and in all its extent. 

Nothing is more surprising than this circumstance 
in their character, which it is very hard to conceive, as 
it seems almost incredible. Artificers, husbandmen, 
soldiers, mariners, are generally a heavy kiod of peo¬ 
ple, and very dull in their conceptions; but the people 
of Athens were of a quite different turn. They had 
naturally a penetration, vivacity, and even delicacy 
of wit, that surprise us. I have already mentioned 
what happened to Theophrastus. He was cheapen¬ 
ing something of an old woman of Athens that scld 
herbs: 13 JVo, Mr. Stranger , said she, you shall not 


s Thucyd. 1. vi. p. 431. * About 8,400Z. sterling, 

s Thucyd. 1. vi. p. 415. » Xenoph. Exped. Cyr. 1. vii. 

™ Plut. de pr&cept. reip. gcr. p. 793. .... 

ii ’O £ii/uof ’A3sjva/cov twxjvjjrdj i<rn frpl$ **>{**' r*- 

Sf-ro; s-go; "Xtcv. , 4 

ia o lirovouv, 3 Ji£*crxitrS*« x*5 yicrv%utv 

fiouKlftevs;. 

is Cum Theophrastus pereontaretur ex aniculu quadam, 
quanti aliquid venderet, et rcapondisset ilia, atque addidis- 
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have it for less . He was much surprised to see him¬ 
self treated as a stranger, who had passed almost his 
whole life at Athens, and piqued himself upon excel¬ 
ling all others in the elegance of his language. It 
was, however, from that she knew he was not of her 
country. We have seen that the Athenian soldiers 
knew the fine passages of the tragedies of Euripides 
by heart. Besides, these artificers and soldiers, from 
assisting at the public deliberations, were versed in 
affairs of state, and understood every thing at half a 
word. We may judge of this from the orations of 
Demosthenes, whose style we know is ardent, ner¬ 
vous, and concise. 

• III. As they are naturally inclined to relieve per¬ 
sons of a low condition and mean circumstances, so 
are they fond of conversations seasoned with, plea¬ 
santry , and calculated to make people laugh t 

They assisted persons of a mean condition, 2 be¬ 
cause from such tney had nothing to apprehend in 
regard tn their liberty, and saw in them the charac¬ 
ters of equality, and resemblance with themselves.' 
They loved pleasantly, and in that showed they were 
men; but men abounding with good nature and in¬ 
dulgence, who understood raillery, who were not 
prone to take offence, nor over delicate in point of 
the respect due to them. One day when the assem¬ 
bly was fully formed, and the people had already 
taken their places, Cleon, after having made them 
wait his coming a great while, appeared at last with 
a wreath of Mowers upon his head, and desired the 
people to adjourn their deliberations to the next day: 
** For to-day,” said he, “ I have business. I have 
been sacrificing to the gods, and am to entertain 
some strangers, my friends, at supper.” The Athe¬ 
nians, setting up a laugh, rose, and broke up the 
assembly. At Carthage, it would have cost any man 
his life, who had presumed to vent such a pleasantry, 
and to take such a liberty with a proud, 3 haughty, 
jealous, morose people, little disposed by nature to 
cultivate the graces, and still less inclined to humour. 
Upon another occasion the orator Stratocles, having 
informed the people of a victory, and in consequence 
caused sacrifices to be offered,—three days after, news 
came of the defeat of the army. As the people ex¬ 
pressed their discontent and resentment upon the 
talse information, he asked them “ofwhat they had 
to complain, and what harm he had done them, in 
making them pass three days more agreeably than 
they would else have done?” 

IV. They are pleased with hearing themselves 
praised, and yet readily bear to be ridiculed or criti¬ 
cized . 4 The least acquaintance with Aristophanes 
and Demosthenes will show with what address and 
effect they employed praises and censure with regard 
to the people of Athens. 

When the republic enjoyed peace and tranquil¬ 
lity^ says the same Plutarch in another place, the 
Athenian people diverted themselves with the ora¬ 
tors who flattered them; but in important affairs and 
emergencies of the state, they became serious, and 
gave the preference to those whose custom it had 
been to oppose their unjust desires: such as Pericles, 
Phocion, and Demosthenes. 

V. They keep even those who govern them in awe , 
and show their humanity even to their enemies . 6 

The people of Athens made good use of the talents 
of those who distinguished themselves by their elo¬ 
quence and prudence; but they were full of suspi¬ 
cion, and kept themselves always on their guard 
against their superiority of genius and ability; they 


set, Hoppes, non potes minnris; tuiit inoleste, se non effagere 
hoepitis speciem, cum seiaiem ageret Athenis, optirafeque 
loquereiur. Cie. de Clar. Orat. n. 17. 

t tnrt£ rmv toV? iJ{{jo<s *«» tx^uvois /So»jJtiv 
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* Xenopli. de Athen. Rep. p G91. 
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* Plut. in Phocion, p. 746. 
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took pleasure in restraining their courage, and les¬ 
sening their glory and reputation. This may be 
judged from the ostracism, which was instituted only 
as a curb on those whose merit and popularity ran 
too high, and which spared neither the greatest nor 
the most worthy persons. The hatred of tyranny and 
tyrants, which was in a manner innate in the Athe¬ 
nians, made them extremely jealous and apprehensive 
for their liberty with regard to those who governed. 

A9 to what relates to their enemies, they did not 
treat them with rigour; they did not make an inso¬ 
lent use of victory, nor exercise any cruelty towards 
the vanquished. The amnesty decreed after the ty¬ 
ranny of the Thirty, shows that they could not forget 
the injuries which they had undergone from them. 

To these different characteristics, which Plutarch 
unites in the same passage of his works, some others 
mav be added, extracted principally from the same 
author. 

VI. It was from this fund of humanity and bene¬ 
volence, 7 of which I have now spoken, and which 
was natural to the Athenians, that they were so at¬ 
tentive to the rules of politeness, and so delicate in 
point of decorum—qualities one would not expect to 
find among the common people. In the war against 
Philip of Macedon, 8 having intercepted one of his 
couriers, they read all the letters he carried, except 
that from Olympias his wife, which they returned 
sealed up and unopened, out of regard to conjugal 
love and secrecy, the rights of which are sacred, and 
ought to be respected even amongst enemies. The 
same Athenians having decreed that a strict search 
should be made after the presents distributed by 
Harpalus amongst the orators, would not suffer the 
house of Caliicles, who was lately married, to be 
visited, out of respect for his bride, not long brought 
home. Such behaviour is not very common; and 
upon like occasions people do not always stand upon 
forms and politeness. 

VII. The taste of the Athenians for all arts and 
sciences is too well known to require dwelling long 
upnn it in this place. But we cannot see, without 
admiration, a people, composed for the most part, as 
T have said before, of artizans, husbandmen, soldiers, 
and mariners, carry delicacy of taste in every kind 
to so high a degree of perfection, which seems the 
peculiar attribute of a more exalted condition, and a 
nohler education. 

VIII. It is no less wonderful that this people 
should have had such great views, 9 and risen so high 
in their pretensions. In the war which Alcibiades 
made them undertake, filled with vast projects and 
unbounded hopes, they did not confine themselves to 
the taking of Syracuse or the conquest of Sicily, but 
had already grasped Italy, Peloponnesus, Libya, the 
Carthaginian states, and the empire of the sea as far 
as the Pillars of Hercules. Their enterprise failed, 
but they had formed it; and the taking of Syracuse, 
which seemed no great difficulty, might have enabled 
them to put it in execution. 

IX. Tne same people, so great, and, nne may say, 
so haughty in their projects, had nothing of that 
character in other respects. In what regarded the 
expense of the table, dress, furniture, private build¬ 
ings, and, in a word, private life, they were frugal, 
simple, modest, and poor; but sumptuous and mag¬ 
nificent in every thing public, and capable of doing 
honour to the state. Their victories, conquests, 
wealth, and continual communication with the peo¬ 
ple of Asia Minor, introduced neither luxury, glut¬ 
tony, pomp, nor vain profusion amongst them.—- 
Xenopnon 10 observes that a citizen coulcf not be dis¬ 
tinguished from a slave by his dress. The richest 
inhabitants and the most famous generals were not 
ashamed to go to market themselves. 

X. It was very glorious for Athens to have pro¬ 
duced and formed so many persons who excelled in 
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the arts of war and government; in philosophy, elo¬ 
quence, poesy, painting, sculpture, and architecture: 
to have furnished alone more great men in every de- 
artment than any other city of the world; if, per- 
aps, we except Rome, which had imbibed her infor¬ 
mation from Athens, and knew how to apply her les¬ 
sons to the best advantage: 1 to have been in some 
sort the school, and tutor of almost the whole uni¬ 
verse: to have served, anrl still continue to serve, 
as the model for all nations which pique them¬ 
selves most upon their fine taste: in a word, to 
have set the fashion, and prescribed the laws of 
all that regards the talents and productions of the 
mind. 

XI. I shall conclude this description of the Athe¬ 
nians with one more attribute which cannot be 
denied them, and appears evidently in pll their ac¬ 
tions and enterprises; and that is, their ardent love 
of liberty. This was their darling passion, and the 
main-spring of their policy. We see them, from 
the commencement of the war with the Persians, 
sacrifice eveiy thing to the liberty of Greece. They 
abandon, without the least hesitation, their lands, 
estates, city, and houses, and remove to their ships, 
in order to fight the common enemy, whose view 
was to enslave them. What day could be more glo¬ 
rious for Athens, than that in which, when all the 
allies were trembling at the vast offers made her by 
the king of Persia, she answered his ambassador by 
the mouth of Aristides, 2 That all the gold and silver 
in the world was not capable of tempting them to sell 
their own liberty or that of Greece. It was from 
such generous sentiments that the Athenians not only 
became the bulwark of Greece, but preserved the 
rest of Europe, and all the western world from the 
invasion of the Persians. 

These great qualities were mingled with great de¬ 
fects, often the very reverse of them, such as we may 
imagine in a fluctuating, light, inconstant, capricious 
people, as were the Athenians. 

SECTION VI.— COMMON CHARACTER OF THE 
LACEDEMONIANS AND ATHENIANS. 

I CANNOT refuse giving a place here to what M. 
Bossuet says upon the character of the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians and Athenians. The passage is long, but will 
not appear so; and will include all that is wanting to 
a perfect knowledge of the genius of both those 
6tates. 

Amongst all the republics of which Greece was 
composed, Athens and Lacedaemon were undoubtedly 
the principal. No people could have more wit than 
the Athenians, nor more solid sense than the Lace¬ 
daemonians. Athens affected pleasure; the Lacedae¬ 
monian way of life was hard and laborious. Both 
loved gloiy and liberty; but liberty at Athens ten¬ 
ded to licentiousness: and, controlle'd by severe laws 
at Lacedaemon, the more restrained it was at home, 
the more ardent it was to extend itself by ruling 
abroad. Athens wished also to reign, but upon ano¬ 
ther principle, in which interest had a share with glo¬ 
ry. Her citizens excelled in the art of navigation, 
and her sovereignty at sea had enriched her. To 
continue in the sole possession of all commerce, there 
was nothing she was not desirous of subjecting to 
her power; and her riches, which inspired this de¬ 
sire, supplied her with the means of gratifying it. On 
the contrary, at Lacedaemon money was in contempt. 
As all the laws tended to make the latter a military 
republic, martial glory was the sole object that en¬ 
grossed the minds of her citizens. From thence she 
naturally affected dominion; and the more she was 
above interest, the more she abandoned herself to 
ambition. 

Lacedaemon, from her regular life, was steady and 
determinate in her maxims and measures. Athens 
was more lively and active, and the people too much 
masters. Philosophy and the laws had indeed the 

» Greeia capta ferum victorem eepit, et artes 
Intulit agresti Latio. Horat. Epist. 1.1. 2. 

Greece taken, took her savage victors’ hearts, 

And polish’d rustic Latium with her arts. 

* Plut. iu Aristid. p. 342. 


most happy effects upon such exquisite natural parts as 
theirs; out reason alone was not capable of keeping 
them within due bounds. A wise Athenian, 3 who 
knew admirably the genius of his country, informs us, 
that fear was necessary to those too ardent and free 
spirits; and that it was impossible to govern them, 
after that the victory at Salamis had removed their 
fears of the Persians. 

Two things, then, ruined them; the glory of their 
great actions, and the supposed security of their pre¬ 
sent condition. The magistrates were no longer 
heard; and as Persia wa 3 afflicted with excessive 
slavery: so Athens, says Plato, experienced all the 
evils of excessive liberty. 

Those two great republics, so contrary in their man¬ 
ners and conduct, interfered with each other in the 
design they had each formed of subjecting all Greece; 
so that they were always enemies, still more from the 
contrariety of their interests than from the incompat¬ 
ibility of "their humours. 

The Grecian cities were unwilling to submit to the 
dominion of either the one or the other: for, besides 
that each was desirous of preserving their liberty, they 
found the empire of those two republics too grievous 
to bear. That of the Lacedaemonians was severe. 
That people were observed to have something almost 
brutal in their character. A government too rigid,* * 
and a life too laborious, rendered their tempers too 
haughty, austere, and imperious in power: besides 
which, they could never expect to live in peace under 
the influence of a city, which being formed for war, 
could not support itself, but by continuing perpetu¬ 
ally in anus. So that the Lacedaemonians were de¬ 
sirous of attaining to command, and all the world 
were afraid they should do so. 5 

The Athenians were naturally more mild and agree¬ 
able. 6 Nothing was more delightful to behold than 
their city, in which feasts and games were perpetual; 
where wit, liberty, and the various passions of men 
daily exhibited new objects: but the inequality of 
their conduct disgusted their allies, and was still more 
insupportable to their own subjects. It was impossi¬ 
ble for them not to experience the extravagance and 
caprice of a flattered people; that is to say, according 
to Plato, something more dangerous than the same 
excesses in a prince vitiated by flattery. 

These two cities did not permit Greece to contin¬ 
ue in repose. We have seen the Peloponnesian and 
other wars, which were always occasioned, or fomen¬ 
ted, by the jealousy of Lacedaemon and Athens. But 
the same jealousies which involved Greece in troubles, 
supported it in some measure, and prevented its falling 
into dependence upon either the ODe or the other ot 
those republics. 

The Persians soon perceived this condition of 
Greece; and accordingly the whole mystery of their 
politics consisted in keeping up those jealousies, and 
fomenting those divisions. Lacedaemon, which was 
the most ambitious, was the first that gave them oc¬ 
casion to take a part in the quarrels of the Greeks. 
They engaged in them from the sole view of making 
themselves masters of the whole nation; and, indus¬ 
trious to weaken the Greeks by their own arms, they 
waited only the opportunity to crush them altogether. 
The states of Greece, 7 in their wars, already regard¬ 
ed only the king of Persia, whom they called the 
Great King, or the King y by way of eminence, as if 
they had already reckoned themselves among the 
number of his subjects. But it was impossible that 
the ancient spirit of Greece should not revive, when 
they were upon the point of falling into slavery, aud 
the hands of the barbarians. 

The petty kings of Greece undertook to oppose 
this great king, and to ruin his empire. With a small 
army, 8 but bred in the discipline we have related, 
Agesilaus, king of Sparta, made the Persians tremble 
in Asia Minor, and showed it was not impossible to 
subvert their power. The divisions of Greece alone 

» Plat. 1. iii. fie leg. 

* Aristot. Polit. i. i. p. 4. 6 Xcnoph. de Rep. Lacon. 

« Plat. *le Rep. I. viii. 

* Plat. 1. iii. de leg. Isuerat. Panegyr. 

9 Polyb. 1. iii. 
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put a stop to his conquests. The famous retreat of 
the 10,000, who, after the death of the younger Cy¬ 
rus, in spite of the victorious troops of Arlaxerxes, 
made their way in a hostile manner through the whole 
Persian empire, and returned into their own country; 
that action, I saj r , demonstrated to Greece more than 
ever, that their soldiery was invincible, and superior 
to all opposers; and that only their domestic divisions 
could subject them to an enemy too weak to resist 
their forces when united. 

We shall see, in the series of this history, by what 
methods Philip, king of Macedon, taking advantage 
of these divisions, succeeded at length, partly by ad¬ 
dress and partly by force, in making himself little less 
than the sovereign of Greece, and by what means he 
obliged the whole nation to march under his colours 
against the common enemy. What he had only 
planned, his son Alexander brought to perfection; 
and showed to the wondering- world how much ability 
and valour avail against the most numerous armies 
and the most formidable preparations. 


CHAPTER III. 

OF RELIGION. 

It Is observable, that in all ages and in every coun¬ 
try the several nations of the world, however various 
and opposite in their characters, inclinations, and 
manners, have always united in one essential point; 
the inherent opinion of an adoration due to a Su¬ 
preme Being, and of external forms, calculated to 
evince such a belief. Into whatever country we 
cast our eyes, we find priests, altars, sacrifices, festi¬ 
vals, religious ceremonies, temples, or places conse¬ 
crated to religious worship. Among every people 
we discover a reverence and awe of the Divinity; 
an homage and honour paid to him; and an open 
profession of an entire dependence upon him in all 
their undertakings, in all their necessities, in all their 
adversities and dangers. Incapable of themselves to 
penetrate into futurity and to ensure success, we find 
them careful to consult the Divinity by oracles, and 
by other methods of a like nature; and to merit his 
protection by prayers, vows, and offerings. It is by 
the same supreme authority they believe the most 
solemn treaties are rendered inviolable. It is that 
which gives sanction to their oaths; and to it by im¬ 
precations is referred the punishment of such crimes 
and enormities as escape the knowledge and power 
of men. On all their private concerns, voyages, 
journeys, marriages, diseases, the Divinity is still in¬ 
voked. With him their every repast begins and 
ends. No war is.declared, no battle fought, no en¬ 
terprise formed, without his aid being first implored; 
to which the glory of the success is constantly ascri¬ 
bed by public acts of thanksgiving, and by the obla¬ 
tion of the most precious of the spoils, which they 
never fail to set apart, as appertaining by right to the 
Divinity. 

■ No variety of opinion is discernible in regard to 
the foundation of this belief. If some few persons, 
depraved by false philosophy, presume from time to 
time to rise up against this doctrine, they are imme¬ 
diately disclaimed by the public voice. They con¬ 
tinue singular and alone, without making parties, or 
forming sects; the whole weight of the public au¬ 
thority falls upon them; a price is set upon their 
heads; whilst they are universally regarded as exe¬ 
crable persons, the bane of civil society, with whom 
it is criminal to have any kind of commerce. 

So general, so uniform, so perpetual a consent of 
all the nations of the universe, which neither the 
prejudice of the passions, the false reasoning of some 
philosophers, nor the authority and example of cer¬ 
tain princes, have ever been able to weaken or vary, 
can proceed only from a first principle, which forms a 
part of the nature of man; from an inward sentiment 
implanted in his heart by the author of his being; 
and from an original tradition as ancient as the world 
itself. 

Such were the source and origin of the religion of 


the ancients; truly worthy of man, had he been 
capable of persisting in the purity and simplicity of 
these first principles: but the errors of the mind, and 
the vices of the heart, those sad effects of the cor¬ 
ruption of human nature, have strangely disfigured 
their original beauty. There are still some faint 
rays, some brilliant.sparks of light, which a general 
depravity has not been able to extinguish utterly; 
but they are incapable of dispelling the profound 
darkness of the gloom which prevails almost univer¬ 
sally, and presents nothing to view but absurdities, 
follies, extravagancies, licentiousness, and disorder; 
in a word, a hideous chaos of frantic excesses and 
enormous vices. 

Can any thing be more admirable than these prin¬ 
ciples laid down by Cicero'? 1 That we ought above 
all things to be convinced that there is a Supreme 
Being, who presides over all the events of the w orld, 
and disposes every thing as sovereign lord and arbi¬ 
ter: that it is to him mankind are indebted for all 
the good they enjoy: that he penetrates into, and is 
conscious of whatever passes in the most secret re¬ 
cesses of our hearts: that he treats the just and the 
impious according to their respective merits: that the 
true means of acquiring his favour, and of being 
pleasing in his sight, is not by employing of riches and 
magnificence in the worship that is paid to him, 
but by presenting him with a heart pure and blame¬ 
less, and by adoring him with an unfeigned and pro¬ 
found veneration. 

Sentiments so sublime and religious were the re¬ 
sult of the reflections of some few who employed 
themselves in the study of the heart of man, and had 
recourse to the first principles of his institution, 
of which they still retain some valuable relics. 
But the whole system of their religion, the tendency 
of their public feasts and ceremonies, the essence of 
the Pagan theology, of which the poets were the 
only teachers and professors, the very example of the 
gods, whose violent passions, scandalous adventures, 
and abominable crimes, were celebrated in their 
hymns or odes, and proposed in some measure to the 
imitation, as well as adoration, of the people: these 
were certainly very unfit means to enlighten the 
minds of men, and to form them to virtue and mo¬ 
rality. 

It is remarkable, that in the greatest solemnities 
of the Pagan religion, and in their most sacred and 
venerable mysteries, far from perceiving any thing 
which can recommend virtue, piety, or the practice 
of the most essential duties of ordinary life, we find 
the authority of law’s, the imperious power of cus¬ 
tom, the presence of magistrates, the assembly of 
all orders of the state, the example of fathers and 
mothers, all conspire to train up a w’hole nation from 
their infancy in an impure and sacrilegious worship, 
under the name, and in a manner under the sanc¬ 
tion, of religion itself; as we shall soon see in the 
sequel. 

After these general reflections upon Paganism, it is 
time to proceed to a particular account of the religion 
of the Greeks. I shall reduce this subject, though 
infinite in itself, to four articles, which are, I. The 
feasts. 2. The oracles, auguries, and divinations. 3. 
The games and combats. 4. The public show’s and 
representations of the theatre. In each of these arti¬ 
cles, I shall treat only of what appears most worthy 
of the reader’s curiosity, and has most "elation to this 
history. I omit saying any thing of sacrifices, having 
given a sufficient idea of them elsewhere. 2 

Of the Feasts . 

An infinite number of feasts were celebrated ifr the 
several cities of Greece, and especially at Athens, of 


t Sit hoc jam a principio persuasum rivibus: dominos 
esse omnium reruni ac moderatores dcos, caque qute ger- 
untur eorum gen judicio ac numinc ; eosdemque optima 
de gciiere hominum mereri; et, qualis quisque sit, quid 
agat, quid in se admin at, qua mente, qua pietate roligiones 
colat, intueri; piorumquo ct impiorum habere rationem— 
Ad divos adcunto caste. Pietalcm adhibento, opes amo* 
vento. Cic. dc Leg 1 . 1. ii. n. 15 et 19. 
a Manner of Teaching,&c. p, 214. 
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which I shall describe only three of the most famous; 
the Panathenea, the feasts of Bacchus, and those of 
Eleusis. 

The Panathenea. 

f' This feast was celebrated at Athens in honour of 
Minerva, the tutelary goddess of that city, to which 
she gave her name, 1 as well as to the feast of which 
we are speaking. Its institution was ancient, and it 
was called at first the Athenea; but after Theseus 
had united the several towns of Attica into one city, 
it took the name, of Panathenea. These feasts were 
of two kinds, the great and the less, which were 
solemnized with almost the same ceremonies; the less 
annually, and the great upon the expiration of every 
fourth year 

In these feasts were exhibited racing, the gymnastic 
combats, and the contentions for the prizes of music 
and poetry. Ten commissaries, elected from the 
ten tribes, presided on this occasion, to regulate the 
forms, and distribute the rewards to the victors. This 
festival continued several days. 

In the morning of the first day a race was run on 
foot, in which each of the runners carried a lighted 
torch in his hand, which they exchanged continually 
with each other, without interrupting the race. They 
started from the Ceramicus, one of the suburbs of 
Athens, and crossed the whole city. The first that 
came to the goal, without having put out his torch, 
carried the prize. In the afternoon they ran the same 
course on horseback. 

The gymnastic or athletic combats followed the 
races. The place for that exercise was upon the 
banks of the Ilissus,a small river, which runs through 
Athens and empties itself in the sea at the Piraeus. 

Pericles first instituted the prize of music. In this 
dispute were sung the praises of Harniodius and Aris- 
togitun, who, at the expense of their lives, delivered 
Athens from the tyranny of the Pisistratidae; to which 
was afterwards added the eulogium of Thrasybuius, 
who expelled the thirty tyrants. The prize was 
warmly disputed, not only amongst the musicians but 
still more so among the poets; and it was highly 

f glorious to be declared victor in this contest. iEschy- 
us is reported to have died with grief upon reeing the 
prize adjudged to Sophocles, tvho was much younger 
than himself. 

These exercises were followed by a general pro¬ 
cession, wherein was carried with great pomp and 
ceremony, a sail, embroidered with gold, on which 
were curiously delineated the warlike actions of 
Pallas against the Titans and Giants. This sail was 
affixed to a vessel, which bore the name of the god¬ 
dess. The vessel, equipped with sails, and with a 
thousand oars, was conducted from the Ceramicus to 
the temple of Eleusis, not by horses or beasts of 
draught, but by machines concealed in the bottom of 
it, which put the oars in motion, and made the vessel 
glide along. 

The march was solemn and majestic. At the head 
of it were old men who carried olive branches in their 
hands, ; and these were chosen for the sym¬ 

metry of their shape, and the vigour of their com¬ 
plexion. Athenian matrons of great age, also ac¬ 
companied them in the same equipage. 

The grown and robust men formed the second clas9. 
They were armed at all points, and had bucklers and 
lances. After them came the strangers that inhabited 
Athens, carrying mattocks, instruments proper for 
tillage. Next followed the Athenian women of the 
same age, attended by the foreigners of their own sex, 
carrying vessels in their hands for the drawing of 
water. 

The third class was composed of the young persons 
of both sexes, selected from the best families in the 
city. The young men wore vests, with crowns upon 
their heads, and sang a peculiar hymn in honour of 
the goddess. The maids carried baskets, xxvjj^oi,. m 
which were placed the sacred utensils proper to the 
ceremony, covered with veils, to keep them from the 
sight of the spectators. The person to whose care 
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those sacred thing's were intrusted, was bound to ob¬ 
serve a strict continence for several days before he 
touched them, or distributed them to the Athenian 
virgins; 2 or rather, as Demosthenes says, his whole 
life and conduct ought to have been a perfect model 
of virtue and purity. It was a high honour for a young 
woman to be chosen for so noble and august an office, 
and an insupportable affront to be deemed unworthy 
of it. We shall see that Hipparchus offered this in¬ 
dignity to the sister of Harmodius, which extremely 
incensed the conspirators against the Pissistratidae. 
These Athenian virgins were followed by the foreign 
young women, who carried umbrellas and seats for 
them. 

The children of both sexes closed the pomp of the 
procession. 

In this august ceremony, the wereappointed 

to sing certain verses of Homer; a manifest proof of 
the estimation in which the works of that poet were 
held, even with regard to religion. Hipparchus, son 
of Pisistratus, first introduced that custom. 

I have observed elsewhere, 3 that in the. gymnastic 
games of this feast, a herald proclaimed, that the peo¬ 
ple of Athens had conferred a crown of gold upon the 
celebrated physician Hippocrates, in gratitude for the 
signal services which he nad rendered the state during 
the pestilence. 

In this festival the people of Athens put themselves, 
and the whole republic, under the protection of Mi¬ 
nerva, the tutelary goddess of their city, and implor¬ 
ed of her all kind of prosperity. From the lime of 
the battle of Marathon, in these public acts of wor¬ 
ship, express mention was made of the Platreaiis, and 
they were joined in all things with the people of 
Athens. 

Feasts of Bacchus. 

The worship of Bacchus had been brought out of 
Egypt to Athens, where several feasts had been 
established in honour of the god; two particularly 
more remarkable than all the rest, called the great and 
the less feasts of Bacchus. The latter were a kind 
of preparation for the former, and were celebrated in 
the open field about autumn. They were named Le- 
nrea, from a Greek word 4 that signifies a wine-press. 
The great priests were commonly called Dionysia, 
from one of the names of that god, 6 and were so¬ 
lemnized in the spring within the city. 

In each of these feasts the public were entertained 
with games, shows, and dramatic representations, 
which were attended with a vast concourse of people, 
and exceeding magnificence, as will be seen hereafter: 
at the same time the poets disputed the prize of poetry, 
submitting to the judgment of arbitrators expressly 
chosen for that purpose, their pieces, whether tragic, 
or comic, which were then represented before the 
people. 

These feasts continued many days. Those who 
were initiated, mimicked whatever the poets had 
thought fit to feign of the god Bacchus. They covered 
themselves with the skins of wild beasts, carried a 
thyrsus in their hands, a kind of pike with ivy-leaves 
twisted around it; had drums, horns, pipes, and other 
instruments calculated to make a great noise; and 
wore upon their heads, wreaths of ivy and vine 
branches, and of other trees sacred to Bacchus. Some 
represented Silenus, some Pan, others the Satyrs, all 
dressed in suitable masquerade. Many of them were 
mounted on asses; others dragged 6 goats along for 
sacrifices. Men and women, ridiculously dressed in 
this manner, appeared night and day in public; and 
imitating drunkenness, and dancing with the most in¬ 
decent gestures, ran in throngs about the mountains 
and forests, screaming and howling furiously; the 
women especially seemed more outrageous than the 
men; and, quite out of their senses, in their furious 7 
transports invoked the god, whose feasts they celebra¬ 

te OCfci irgottf^ftivov YifitgZv afiSjwov xyvtittv ftovov, k\X* * 

t'cv IZlov ixav’lfyvivxtvxi, Dcmost. in extrema Aristocratia. 

* Page 3!H). * Ant's*. , 6 Dionysius. , 

« Gnats were sacrificed, because they spoiled the vinc3. 

t From this fury of tiic Bacchanalians these feasts were 
distinguished by the name of Orgia. ’O^ii, ira, furor. 
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This troop of Bacchanalians was followed bv the 
virgins of the noblest families in the city, who were 
called xav^c^oi, from carrying- baskets on their heads, 
covered with vine leaves and"ivy. 

To these ceremonies others were added, obscene to 
the last excess, and worthy of the god who chose to 
be honoured in such a manner. The spectators gave 
in to the prevailing humour, and were seized witlpthe 
same frantic spirit. Nothing was seen but dancing, 
drunkenness, debauchery, and all that the most 
abandoned licentiousness can conceive of gross and 
abominable. And this an entire people, reputed the 
wisest of all Greece, not only suffered, but admired 
and practised;—I say an entire people, for Plato, 1 * 
speaking of the Bacchanalia, says in direct terms, that 
he bad seen the whole city of Athens drunk at once. 

Livy 2 informs us, that this licentiousness of the 
Bacchanalia having secretly crept into Rome, (he most 
horrid disorders w ere committed there under cover of 
the night, and the inviolable secrecy which all persons 
who were initiated into these impure and abominable 
mysteries, were obliged, under the most horrid impre¬ 
cations, to observe. The senate, being apprized of 
this affair, put a stop to those sacrilegious feasts by 
the most severe penalties; and first banished the 
practisers of them from Rome, and afterwards from 
Italy. These examples inform us, 3 how far a mis¬ 
taken sense of religion, that covers the greatest crimes 
with the sacred name of the Divinity, is capable of 
misleading the mind of man. 

The Feasts of Eleusis. 

There is nothing in all Pagan antiquity more cele¬ 
brated than the feast of Ceres Eleusma. The cere¬ 
monies of this festival were called by way of eminence 
the mysteries , from being, according to Pnusanias, as 
much above all others, as the gods are above men. 
Their origin and institution are attributed to Ceres 
herself, who, in the reign of Erechtheus, coming to 
Eleusis, a small town of Attica, in search of her 
daughter Proserpine, whom Pluto had carried away, 
and finding the country afflicted with a famine, in¬ 
vented corn as a remedy for that evil, with which she 
rewarded the inhabitants. She 4 not only taught them 
the use of corn, but instructed them in the principles 
of probity, charity, civility, and humanity: from 
whence her mysteries were called and 

Initia. To these first happy lessons fabulous anti¬ 
quity ascribed the courtesy, politeness, and urbanity, 
so remarkable among the Athenians. 

These mysteries were divided into the less and the 
greater; of which the former served as a preparation 
For the latter. The less were solemnized in the month 
of Anthesterion, which answers to our November; the 
great in the month Boedroniion, which corresponds to 
August .—-Only Athenians were admitted to these mys¬ 
teries; but of them, each sex, age, and condition, had 
a rigid to be received. All strangers were absolutely 
excluded, so that Hercules, Castor and Pollux, were 
obliged to be adopted as Athenians in order to their 
admission; which, however, extended only to the 
lesser mysteries. I shall consider principally the great, 
which were celebrated at Eleusis. 

Those who demanded to be initiated into them 


l Ilxa-xv tJ| v 7riKtv rrif i t* Atovvrix /xi$vQv<ruv. 

Lib. i. de Leg p. 637. 

* Liv. 1. xxxix. n. 8. 18. 

* Nihil in spcciem fallaoius est quam prava religio, ubi 
deorum numen pra'lenditur scelcribus,—Liv.xxxix. n. 16. 

4 Multa cximia divinaque videntur Athenar; tua? peperitse, 
atque in vilam hominum attulisse; turn nihil melius iilis 
myeteriis, quibns ex agresti immanique vita excuhi ad bu- 
manitatem ct mitigati sumus initiaque ei appellantur, ita 
re vera principia vil® cognovimu6. Cic. I. ii. de Leff. 

d. 36. 

Tcque Ceres, et Libera, quarum sacra, eieut opinions 

hominum ac religiones ferunt, longe maximis atque occul- 

tissimis cercmoniis continentur: a quibus inilia viise atque 

victus, leuum, morum, mansuctudinis, humanitatis exempla 

bominibus et civitatibus data ac dispertita esse dicuntur.— 

Id. Cic . in Verr. dc Svvvlic , n. 186. 
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were obliged, before their reception, to purify them¬ 
selves in the lesser mysteries, by bathing in the river 
llissus, by saving eertain prayers, offering sacrifices, 
and, above all, by living in strict continence during a 
certain interval of time prescribed them. That time 
was employed in instructing them in the principles 
and elements of the sacred doctrine of the great 
mysteries. 

When thetime for their initiation arrived, they were 
brought into the temple.; and to inspire the greater 
reverence and terror, the ceremony was performed in 
the night. Wonderful things took place upon this 
occasion. Visions were set if, and voices heard of an 
extraordinary kind. A sudden splendour dispelled 
the darkness of the place, and disappearing immedia- 
ately, added new horrors to the gloom. Apparitions, 
claps of thunder, earthquakes, heightened the terror 
and amazement; whilst the person to be admitted, 
overwhelmed with dread, and sweating through Aar, 
heard, trembling, the mysterious volume read to him. 
if in such a condition he was capable of hearingatall. 
These nocturnal rites gave birth to many disorders, 
which the severe law ofsilence imposed on the persons 
initiated, prevented from coming to light, as St. Gre¬ 
gory Nazianzen observes. 5 What ^cannot superstition 
effect upon the mind of man, when once his imagina¬ 
tion is heated? The president in this eeremony wa 3 
called Hierophantcs. He wore a peculiar habit, and 
was not permitted to marry. The first who served in 
this function, and whom Ceres herself instructed, w-as 
Etimolpus; from whom his successors were called Eu- 
molpidm. He had three colleagues; one who carried 
a torch; 6 another a herald, 7 whose office was to pro¬ 
nounce certain mysterious words; and a third to at¬ 
tend at the altar. 

Besides these officers, one of the principal magis¬ 
trates of thecity was appointed to take care that all 
the ceremonies of this feast were exactly observed. 
He was called the king, 8 and was one of the nine 
Archons. His business was to offer prayers and sa¬ 
crifices. The people ga\e him four assistants, 9 one 
chosen from the family of the Eumolpidce, a second 
from that of the Ceryces, and the two* last from two 
other families. He had besides ten other ministers to 
assist him in the discharge of his duty, and particu¬ 
larly in offering sacrifices, from whence they derived 
their name. 10 

The Athenians initiated their children of both sex¬ 
es very early into these mysteries, and would have 
thought it criminal to let tfiem die without such an 
advantage. It was their general opinion, that this 
ceremony was an engagement to lead a more virtu¬ 
ous and regular life; that it recommended them to 
the peculiar protection of the goddesses (Ceres and 
Proserpine,) to whose service they devoted them¬ 
selves; and procured to them a more perfect and 
certain happiness in the other w-orld; whilst, on the 
contrary, such as had not been initiated, besides the 
evils they had to apprehend in this life, were doomed, 
after their descent to the shades below', to wallow 
eternally in dirt, filth, and excrement. Diogenes 11 
the Cynic believed nothing of the matter, and when 
bis friends endeavoured to persuade him to avoid such 
a misfortune, by being initiated before his death— 
“ What,” said he, “shall Agesilaus and Epaminon- 
das lie amongst mud and dung, whilst the vilest Athe¬ 
nians, because they have been initiated, possess the 
most distinguished places in the regions of the bless¬ 
ed?” Socrates w-as not more credulous; he would 
not be initiated into these mysteries, which w r as 
perhaps one reason that rendered his religion sus¬ 
pected. 

Without 12 this qualification, none were admitted to 
enter the temple of Ceres; and Livy informs us of two 
Acarnanians, who, having followed the crowd into it 
upon one of the feast-days, although out of mistake, 
and with no ill design, were both put to death w ithout 

5 OTJev 1 Exivo*it' t*5t*,x*! ol t£v <rtu;7rwfjttvwv x*i <r»M?rfo 
ovtkv e>’7ij)v ofl-Tair. Chat de sacr. lum. 

e AaSoOjse?. i Kijpu£. 8 BixtriXivf. 

9 'Ejrl/tsX ((Teii'. 10 ^I|gO!TO«0|, 

ii Ding. Laert. 1. vi. p. 389. 

ii Liv. 1. xxxi. n. 14. 
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mercy. It was also a capital crime to divulge the se¬ 
crets and mysteries of this feast. Upon this account 
Diagoras the Melian was proscribed, and a reward set 
upon his head. It very nearly cost the poet iEschylus 
his life, for speaking too freely of it in some ofhis tra¬ 
gedies. The disgrace of A Icibiades proceeded from 
the same cause. Whoever 1 had violated this secrecy, 
was avoided as a wretch accursed and excommuni¬ 
cated. Pausanias, 2 in several passages, wherein he 
mentions the temple of Eleusis, and the ceremonies 
practised there, stops short, and declares he cannot 
proceed, because he had been forbidden by a dream 
or vision. 

This feast, the most celebrated of profane antiquity, 
was of nine days* continuance. It began the fifteenth 
of the month Boedromion. After some previous cere¬ 
monies and sacrifices on the first three days, upon the 
fourth, in the evening, began the procession of the 
Basket; which was laid upon an open chariot slowly 
drawn by oxen, 3 and followed b} r a long train of the 
Athenian women. They all carried mysterious bas¬ 
kets in their hands, filled with several things, which 
they took great care to conceal, and covered with a 
veil of purple. This ceremony represented the basket 
into which Proserpine put the flowers she was gather¬ 
ing when Pluto seized and carried her oft! 

^The fifthday was called the day of the Torches; be¬ 
cause at night, the men and women ran about with 
them in imitation of Ceres, who having lighted a torch 
at the fire of mount ./Etna, wandered about from place 
to place in search of her daughter. 

The sixth was the most famous day of all. It was 
called Iacchus, which is the same as Bacchus,the son 
of Jupiter and Ceres, whose statue was then brought 
out with great ceremony, crowned with myrtle, and 
holding a torch in its hand. The procession began at 
the Cerarnicus, and passing through the principal 
places of the city, continued to Eleusis. The way 
leading to it was called the sacred way, and lay across 
abridge over the river Cephisus. This 4 procession 
was very numerous, and generally consisted of thirty 
thousand persons. The temple of Eleusis, where it 
ended, was large enough to contain the whole of this 
multitude; and Strabo 6 says, its extent was equal to 
that of the theatres, which everybody knows were ca¬ 
pable of holding a much greater number of people. 
The whole way re-echoed with the sound of trumpets, 
clarions, and other musical instruments. Hymns were 
sung in honour of the goddesses, accompanied with 
dancing, and other extraordinary marks of rejoicing. 
The route before mentioned, through the sacred way, 
nnd over the Cephisus, was the usual one: but after 
the Lacedcemomans, in the Peloponnesian war, had 
fortified Decelia, the Athenians were obliged to make 
their procession by sea, till Alcibiades re-established 
the ancient custom. 

The seventh day was solemnized bv games and the 
gymnastic combats, in which the victor was awarded 
with a measure of barley; w ithout doubt because it 
was at Eleusis the goddess first taught the method of 
raising that grain, and the use of it. The two follow¬ 
ing days were employed in some particular ceremonies, 
neither important nor remarkable. 

During this festival it was prohibited, under very 
great penalties, to arrest any person whatsoever, in 
order to their being imprisoned, or to present any bill 
of complaint to the judges. It was regularly celebra¬ 

* Est et fideli tuta silenlio 

RIerres. Vetabo, qui Cereris sacrum 
Vulgarit aicante, sub isdcm 

Sic trabibus, fragileinve mecum 
Sol vat phaselum. Hor. Od. 2. lib. iii. 

Safe is the silent tongue, which none can blame, 

Who keeps the faithful secret merits fame: 

Beneath one roof ne’er let him rest with me, 

Who Ceres' mysteries reveals; 

In one frail bark ne’er let us put to sea, 

Nor tempt the jarring winds with spreading sails. 

a Lib. i. p. 26, and 71. 

® Tardaque Eleusin® matris volventia plaustra. 

Virg. Georg, lib. i. ver. 103. 

The Eleusinian mother’smystic car, 

Slow rolling- 

* Herod. 1. viii. c. 65. 5 Lib. ix. p. 395. 


ted every fifth year, that is, after a revolution of four 
years; and history does not mention that it was ever 
interrupted, except upon the taking of Thebes by 
Alexander the Great. 6 The Athenians, who were 
then upon the point of celebrating the great mysteries, 
were so much affected with the ruin of that city, that 
they could not resolve, in so general an affliction, to 
solemnize a festival which breathed nothing but merri¬ 
ment and rejoicing. It 7 was continued down to the 
time of the Christian emperors. Valentinian would 
have abolished it, if Praetextatus, the proconsul of 
Greece, had not represented, in the most lively and 
affecting terms, the universal sorrow which the abro¬ 
gation of that feast would occasion among the people; 
upon which it was suffered to subsist. It is supposed 
to have been finally suppressed by Theodosius the 
Great; as were all the rest of the Pagan solemnities. 

Of Auguries, Oracles, fyc. 

Nothing is more frequently mentioned in ancient 
history, than oracles, auguries, and divinations. No 
war was made, or colony settled ; nothing of conse¬ 
quence was undertaken, either public or private, with¬ 
out having first consulted the gods. This was a cus¬ 
tom universally established amongst the Egyptian, 
Assyrian, Grecian, and Roman nations; which is no 
doubt a proof, as has been already observed, that it 
w T as derived from ancient tradition, and that it had its 
origin in the religion and worship of the true God. 
It is not indeed to be questioned, but that God, before 
the deluge, did manifest his will to mankiud, in dif¬ 
ferent methods, as he has since done to his people, 
sometimes in his own person and viva voce ,sometimes 
by the minstry of angels, or of prophets inspired by 
himself, and at other tunes by apparitions or in dreams. 
When the descendants of Noah dispersed themselves 
into different regions, they carried tnis tradition along 
with them, w’bich was every where retained, though 
altered and corrupted by the darkness and ignorance 
of idolatry. None of the ancients have insisted more 
upon the necessity of consulting the gods on all oc¬ 
casions by auguries and oracles than Xenophon; 
and he founds that necessity, as I have more than 
once observed elsewhere, upon a principle deduced 
from the most refined reason and discernment. He 
represents, in several places, that man of himself is 
very frequently ignorant of what is advantageous or 
pernicious to him; that, far from being capable of 
penetrating the future, the present itselfescapes him: 
so narrow and short-sighted is he in all his views, that 
the slightest obstacles can frustrate his greatest de¬ 
signs; that the Divinity alone, to whom all ages are 
present, can impart a certain knowledge of the future 
to him: that no other being has power to facilitate the 
success of his enterprises; and that it is reasonable 
to believe he will enlighten and protect those, who 
adore him with the purest affection, who invoke him 
at all times with greatest constancy and fidelity, and 
consult him w r ith most sincerity and integrity. 

Of Auguries . 

What a reproach is it to human reason, that so lu¬ 
minous a principle should have given birth to the ab¬ 
surd reasonings, and wretched notions, in favour of 
the science of augurs and soothsayers, and been the 
occasion of espousing, with blind devotion, the most 
ridiculous puerilities: should have made the most im¬ 
portant affairs of state depend upon a bird’s happen¬ 
ing to sing upon the right or left hand; upon the 
greediness of chickens in pecking their grain; the in¬ 
spection of the entrails of beasts; the liver’s being 
entire and in good condition, which, according to 
them, did sometimes entirely disappear, without leav¬ 
ing any trace or mark of its having ever subsisted! 
To these superstitious observances may be added, ac¬ 
cidental rencounters, words spoken by chance, and 
afterwards turned into good or bad presages; fore¬ 
bodings, prodigies, monsters, eclipses, comets; every 
extraordinary phenomenon, every unforeseen accident, 
with an infinity of chimeras of the like nature. 

Whence could it happen, that so many great men. 


e Plut. in. vit. Alex, p 671. 


Zosim. Ilist. 1. iv. 
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illustrious generals, able politicians, and even learned 
philosophers, hove actually given in to such absurd 
imaginations'? Plutarch, in particular, so estimable 
in oilier respects, is to be pitied lor his servile observ¬ 
ance of the senseless customs of the Pagan idolatry, 
and his ridiculous credulity in dreams, signs, and pro¬ 
digies. He 1 tells us in his works, that ne abstained 
a great w r hile from eating eggs, upon account of a 
dream, with which he has not thought fit to make us 
farther acquainted. 

The wisest of the Pagans knew well how to ap¬ 
preciate the art of divination, and often spoke of it to 
each other, and even in public, with the utmost con¬ 
tempt, and in a manner best adapted to expose its ab- 
surdit 3 r . The grave censor Cato was of opinion, that 
one soothsayer could not look at another without 
laughing. Hannibal was amazed at the simplicity of 
Prusias, whom he had advised to give battle, upon 
his being diverted from it by the inspection of the en¬ 
trails of a victim. “ What,” said he, “ have you more 
confidence in the liver of a bea«t, than in so old and 
experienced a captain as I am?” Marcellus, who 
had been five times consul, and was augur, said, that 
he had discovered a method of not being put to a 
stand by the sinister flight of birds, which was, to 
keep himself close shut up in his litter. 

Cicero explains himself upon the subject of augu¬ 
ries without ambiguity or reserve. Nobody was more 
capable of speaking pertinently upon it than himself 
(as M. Morin observes in his dissertation upon the 
same subject.) As he was adopted into the college 
of augurs, he had made himself acquainted with their 
most abstruse secrets, and had all possible opportuni¬ 
ty of ioforming himself fully in their science. That 
he did so, sufficiently appears from the two books he 
has left us upon divination, in which, it may be said, 
he has exhausted the subject. In the second, where¬ 
in he refutes his brother Quintus, who had espoused 
the cause of the augurs, he combats and defeats his 
false reasonings with a force, and at the same time 
with so refined and delicate a raillery, as leaves us 
nothing to w'ish; and he demonstrates by proofs, 
each more convincing than the other,the falsity, con¬ 
trariety, and impossibility, of that art. But 2 what is 
very surprising, in the midst of all his arguments, he 
takes occasion to blame the generals and magistrates, 
who on important conjunctures had contemned the 
prognostics; and maintains, that the use of them, as 
great an abuse as it was in his own opinion, ought 
nevertheless to be respected, out of regard to reli¬ 
gion, and the prejudices of the people. 

All that I have hitherto said tends to prove, that 
Paganism was divided into two sects, almost equally 
enemies of religion; the one by their superstitious and 
blind regard for auguries, the other by their irreligious 
contempt and derision of them. 

The principle of the first, founded on one side upon 
the ignorance and weakness of man in the affairs of 
life, and on the other upon the prescience of the Divi¬ 
nity, and his almighty providence, was true; but the 
consequence deduced from it in favour of auguries, 
false and absurd. They ought to have proved that it 
was certain, that the Divinity himself had established 
these external signs to denote his intentions, and that 
he had obliged himself to a punctual conformity to 
them upon all occasions: hut they had nothing of 
this in their system. These auguries and divinations 
therefore were the effect and invention of the ignor¬ 
ance, rashness, curiosity, and blind passions, of man, 
who presumed to interrogate God, and to ohlige 
him to give answers upon every idle imagination and 
unjust enterprise. 

The others, who gave no real credit to any thing en¬ 
joined by the science of augury, did not fail, however, 


i Sympos. lib. ii. Quaest. 3. p. 635. 

* Errabat multis in robu9 antiquitas; quam velnsujam, 
vel doctrina, vcl vetustate immutaiam vidimus. Retinctur 
autem et ad opininneni vulgi, et ad mngnas militates rcip. 
mos, religio, disciplina, jus tiugurum, collegii auetoritas. 
Nee verb non omni suppiic.io digtii P. Claudius, L. Junius 
consoles, qui cnnlra auspicia navigarunt. Parendum cnim 
fuit religioui, ncc patrius mos tam cuntumaci ter repudian- 
dus. Divin. 1. ii. n, 70, 71. 


to observe its trivial ceremonies through policy', in 
order the better to subject the minds of the people to 
themselves, and to reconcile them to their own pur¬ 
poses, by the assistance of superstition: but by tneir 
contempt for auguries, and their inward conviction of 
their falsity, they were led into a disbelief of the 
Divine Providence, and to despise religion itself; con¬ 
ceiving it inseparable from the numerous absurdities 
of this kind, which rendered it ridiculous,and conse¬ 
quently unworthy a man of sense. 

Both the one and tbe other behaved in this manner, 
because, having mistaken the Creator, and abused 
the light of Nature, which might have taught them to 
know and to adore him, they were deservedly aban¬ 
doned to their own darkness, and to a reprobate 
mind; and, if we had not been enlightened by the 
true religion, we, even at this daj\ should give our¬ 
selves up to the same superstitions. 

Of Oracles. 

No county was ever richer in, or more productive 
of, oracles, than Greece. I shall confine myself to 
those which were the most noted. 

The oracle of Dodona, a eity of the Molossians, in 
Epirus, was much celebrated; where Jupiter gave 
answers either by vocal oaks, 3 or doves, which had 
also their language, or by resounding basins of brass, 
or by the mouths of priests and priestesses. 

The 4 oracle of Trophonius in Boeotia, though he 
was nothing more than a hero, was in great reputa¬ 
tion. After many preliminary ceremonies,as washing 
in the river, offering sacrifices, drinking a water called 
Lethe, from its quality of making people forgetevely 
thing, the votaries went down into his cave, by small 
ladders, through a very narrow passage. At the 
bottom was another little cavern, the entrance of 
which was also exceeding small. There they lay 
down upon the ground, witn a certain composition of 
honey in each hand, which they were indispensably 
obliged to carry with them. Their feet were placed 
within the opening of the little cave; which was no 
sooner done, than they perceived themselves borne 
into it with great force and velocity. Futurity was 
there revealed to them; but not to all in the same man¬ 
ner. Some saw, others heard, wonders. From thence 
they returned quite stupified, and out of their senses, 
and were placed in the chair of Mnemosyne, the 
goddess of memory; not without great need of her 
assistance to recover their remembrance, after their 
great fatigue, of what they had seen and heard; 
admitting they had seen or heard any thing at all. 
Pausanias, who had consulted that oracle birnself, 
and gone through all these ceremonies, has left a 
most ample description of it; to which Plutarch 5 adds 
some particular circumstances, which I omit, to avoid 
a tedious prolixity. 

The 6 temple and oracle of the Branchidse, in the 
neighbourhood of Miletus, so called from Branchus, 
the son of Apollo, was very ancient, and in great es¬ 
teem with all the lonians and Dorians of Asia. Xerxes, 
in his return from Greece, burnt this temple, after the 
priests had delivered its treasures to him. That prince, 
in return, granted them an establishment in the remo¬ 
test parts of Asia, to secure them against the vengeance 
of the Greeks. After the war was over, the Milesians 
re-established that temple with a magnificence which, 
according to Strabo, surpassed that of all the other 
temples of Greece. When Alexander the Great had 
overthrown Darius, he utterly destroyed the city where 
the priests Branchidae had settled, of which tneirde- 
scendants were at that time in actual possession, 
punishing in the children the sacrilegious perfidy of 
their fathers. 


3 Certain instruments were fastened to the tops of oaks, 
which, being shaken by the wind, or by some other means, 
gave a confuted sound. Servius observes, that the sama 
word, in the Thessalian language, signifies dove and ■pro¬ 
phetess. which had given room for the fabulous tradition of 
doves that spoke. It was easy to make those brazen basins 
sound by some secret means, .and to give wbat signification 
they pleased tn a confused and inarticulate anise. 

* PausanJ. ix. p. 602. G04. 

* I’lut. de gen. Soar. p. 590. 

e Herod. 1. i. c. 157. Strab. 1. xiv. p. 634. 
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Tacitus 1 relates something very singular, though 
not very probable, of the oracle of Claros, a town of 
Ionia, in Asia Minor, near Colophon. “ Gorroanicus,” 
says he, “ went to consult Apollo at Claros. It is not 
a woman that gives the answers there, as at Delphi, 
but a man, chosen out of certain families, and almost 
always of Miletus. It is sufficient to let him know 
the number and names of those who come to consult 
him. After which he retires into a cave, and having 
drunk of the waters of a spring within it, he delivers 
answers in verse upon what the persons have in their 
thoughts, though he is often ignorant, and knows no¬ 
thing of composing in measure. It is said, that he 
foretold to Germanicus his sudden death, but in dark 
and ambiguous terms, according to the custom of ora¬ 
cles.” 

I omit a great number of other oracles, to proceed 
to the most famous of them all. It is very obvious, 
that I mean the oracle of Apollo at Delphi. He was 
worshipped there under the name of the Pythian, a 
title derived from the serpent Python, which he had 
killed, or from a Greek word, that signifies to inquire, 
rrvSlrSxi, because people came thither to consult him. 
From thence the Delphic, priestess was called Fythia, 
and'the games there celebrated, the Pythian games. 

Delphi was an ancient cityofPhocis in Achaia. It 
stood upon the declivity, and about the middle, of the 
mountain Parnassus, built upon a small extent of even 
ground, and surrounded with precipices, that fortified 
it without the help of art. Diodorus 2 says, that there 
was a cavity upon Parnassus, from whence an exha¬ 
lation rose, which made the goats dance and skip 
about, and intoxicated the brain. A shepherd having 
approached it,outofa desire to know the causes ofso 
extraordinary an effect, was immediately seized with 
violent agitations of body, and pronounced words, 
which, without doubt, lie did not understand himself; 
but which, however, foretold futurity. Others made 
the same experiment, and it was soon rumoured 
throughout the neighbouring countries. The cavity 
was no longer approached without reverence. The 
exhalation was concluded to have something divine in 
it. A priestess was appointed for tiie reception of its 
effects, and a tripod placed upon the vent, called by 
the Latins, Cortina, perhaps from the skin 3 that co¬ 
vered it. From thence she gave her oracles. The city 
of Delphi rose insensibly round about this cave; and 
a temple was erected, which, at length, became very 
magnificent. The reputation of this oracle almost 
effaced, or at least very much exceeded, that of all 
others. 

At first a single Pythia sufficed to answer those 
who came to consult the oracle, as they did not yet 
amount to any great number: but in process of time, 
when it grew into universal repute, a second was ap¬ 
pointed to mount the tripod alternately with the first, 
and a third chosen to succeed in case of death, or dis¬ 
ease. There were other assistants besides these to 
attend the Pythia in the sanctuary, of whom the most 
considerable were called prophets; 4 it was their busi¬ 
ness to take care of the sacrifices, and to inspect them. 
To these the demands of the inquirers were delivered 
by word of mouth, or in writing; and they returned 
the answers as we shall see in the sequel. 

We must not confound the Pythia with the Sibyl 
of Delphi. The ancients represent the latter as a 
womau that roved from country to country, venting 
her predictions. She was at the same time the 
Sibyl of Delphi, Erythrae, Babylon, Cumae, and many 
other places, from her having resided in them all. 

The Pythia could not prophesy till she was intoxi¬ 
cated by the exhalation from the sanctuary of Apollo. 
This miraculous vapour had not that effect at all times 
and upon all occasions. The god was not always in 
the inspiring humour. At first he imparted himself 
only once a year, but at length he was prevailed upon 
to visit the Pythia every month. All days were not 
proper, and upon some it was not permitted to consult 
the oracle. These unfortunate days occasioned an 
oracle’s being given to Alexander the Great worthy 


1 Tacit. Annal. 1. ii, c. 54. a Lib. xiv. p. 427, 428. 
* Corium. * n^o^TM*. 


of remark. He went to Delphi to consult the god, at 
a time when the priestess pretended it was forbidden 
to ask him any questions, and would not enter the 
temple. Alexander, who was always warm and te¬ 
nacious, took hold of her by the arm to force her into 
it, when she cried out, Ah, vny son, you are not to be 
resisted! 5 or, My son, you are invincible! —Upon 
which words he declared he would have no oth¬ 
er oracle, and was contented with that he had re¬ 
ceived. 

The Pythia, before she ascended the tripod, was a 
long time preparing for it by sacrifices, purifications, 
a fast of three days, and many other ceremonies. The 
god denoted his approach by the moving of a laurel, 
that stood before the gate of the temple, which shook 
also to its very foundations. 

As soon 6 as the divine vapour, like a penetrating 
fire, had diffused itself through the entrails of the 
priestess, her hair stood upright upon her head, her 
looks grew wild, she foamed at the mouth, a sudden 
and violent trembling seized her whole body, with all 
the symptoms of distraction and frenzy. 7 She uttered, 
at intervals, some words almost inarticulate, which 
the prophets carefully collected, and arranged with a 
certain degree of order and connection. After she had 
been a certain time upon the tripod, she was recon¬ 
ducted to her cell, where she generally continued 
many days to recover from her fatigue; and, as Lu¬ 
can says, 8 a 3udden death was often either the reward 
or punishment of her enthusiasm: 

Numinis aut pcena est mors immatura recepti, 

Aut pretium. 

The prophets had poets under them, who made the 
oracles into verses, which were often bad enough, 
and gave occasion to remark, that it was very sur¬ 
prising, that Apollo, who presided over the choir of 
the muses, should inspire his priestess no better. But 
Plutarch informs us that it was not the god who com¬ 
posed the \erses of the oracle. lie inflamed the Py- 
thia’s imagination, and kindled in her soul that living 
light, which unveiled all futurity to her. The words 
she uttered in the heat of her enthusiasm, having nei¬ 
ther method nor connection, and coming only by 
starts, if that expression may be used, from the bot¬ 
tom of her stomach, or rather from her belly, 9 were 
collected with care by the pruphets, who gave them 
afterwards to the poets to be turned into verse. These 
Apollo left to their own genius and natural talents; 
as we may suppose he did the Pythia when she her¬ 
self composed verses, which, though not often, hap¬ 
pened sometimes. The substance of the oracle was 
inspired by Apollo, the manner of expressing it was 
the priestess’s own; the oracles were however often 
given in prose. 

The general characteristics of oracles were 10 ambi- 


1 Aiu’ioiTO; £i, w fl-a7. 

e---Cui talia fanti 

Ante fores, subito nun vultus, noncolnr unus, 

Non comptae mansere eonue: sed pectus anheium, 

Et rabie feraoorda tument ; majorque vidori, 

Nec moriale sonans ; afflata est numine quando 
Jam prnpioio dei. Virg. JEn. 1. vi. v. 46—51. 

t Among the various marks which God has given us in 
the Scriptures to distinguish his oracles from those of the 
devil, the fury or madness, attributed hy Virgil to the Py- 
lliia, et rabie fera corda tument., is one. It is I, saith God, 
that show the falsehood of the diviner's predictions, and 
give to such as divine, the motions of fury and madness; 
or, according to Isa. xliv. 25, “ That frustrateth the tokens 
of the liar, and maketh diviners mad.” Instead of which, 
the prophets of the true God constantly give the divine 
answers in an equal and calm tone of voice, and with a 
noble tranquillily of behaviour. Another distinguishing 
mark is, that the demons gave their oracles in secret places, 
by-ways, and in the obscurity of caves; whereas God 
gave his in open day, and before all the world. “ I have 
not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth,” Isa. xlv. 
19.—“ I have not spoken in secret from the beginning,” Isa, 
xlviii. 1G. So that God did not permit the devil to imitate 
his oracles, without imposing such conditions upon him as 
might distinguish between the true and false inspiration, 

s Lib.v- o'Eyyxo-rt'pvSog. 

io Q,uod si aliquis dixerit multa ab idol is esse pra?dicta ; 

hoc sciendum, quod semper mendacium junxerint veritati, 
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guity, obscurity, and convertibility, (if I may use 
that* expression,) so that one answer would agree 
with several various, and sometimes directly oppo¬ 
site, events. By the help of this artifice, tlm de¬ 
mons, who of themselves are not capable of knowing 
futurity, concealed their ignorance, and amused the 
credulity of the pagan world. When Crasus was 
upon the point of invading the Medes, he consulted 
the oracle of Delphi upon the success of that war, 
and was answered, that by passing the river Halys, 
he would ruin a great empire. What empire, his 
own, or that of his enemies'? He was to guess that; 
but whatever the events might be, the oracle could 
not fail of being in the right. As much may be said 
upon the same god’s answer to Pyrrhus: 

Aio te, iEaeida, Romanos vincere posse. 

I repeat it in Latin, because the equivocality, which 
equally implies, that Pyrrhus could conquer the Ro¬ 
mans, and the Romans Pyrrhus, will not subsist in a 
translation. Under the cover of such ambiguities, 
the god eluded all difficulties, and was never in the 
wrong. 

It must, however, be confessed, that sometimes the 
answer of the oracle was clear and circumstantial. 1 
have related, in the history of Croesus, the stratagem 
he made use of to assure himself of the veracity of 
the oracle, which was, to demand of it, by his ambas¬ 
sador, what he was doing at a certain time prefixed. 
The oracle of Delphi replied in verse, that he was 
causing a tortoise and a lamb to be dressed in a vessel 
of brass, which W'as really the case. The emperor 
Trajan * 1 made a similar trial of the god at Heliopolis, 
by sending him a letter 2 sealed up, to which he de¬ 
manded an answer. The oracle made no other re¬ 
turn, than to command a blank paper, well folded 
and sealed, to be delivered to him. Trajan, upon the 
receipt of it, was struck with amazement to see an 
answer so correspondent with his own letter, in which 
he knew he had written nothing. The wonderful 3 * 
facility with which demons can transfer themselves 
almost in an instant from place to place, made it not 
impossible for them to give the two answers which 
I have last mentioned, and to foretell in one countiy, 
what they had seen in another: this is Tertullian’s 
opinion. 

Admitting it to be true, that some oracles have 
been followed precisely by the events foretold, we 
may believe that God, to punish the blind and sacri¬ 
legious credulity of the Pagans, has sometimes per¬ 
mitted the demons to have a knowledge of things to 
come,and to foretell them distinctly enough. Which 
conduct of God, though very much above human 
comprehension, is frequently attested in the holy 
Scriptures. 

It has been questioned, whether the oracles, men¬ 
tioned in profane history, should be ascribed to the 
operations of demons, or only to the wickedness and 
imposture of men. Vandale, a Dutch physician, has 
maintained the latter opinion; and Monsieur Fonte- 
nelle, when a young man, adopted it, in the persua¬ 
sion (to use his own words) that it was indifferent, as 
to the truth of Christianity, whether the oracles were 
the effect of the agency of spirits, or a series of im¬ 
postures. Father Ballus, the Jesuit, professor of the 
Holy Scriptures in the university of Strasburgh, has 
refuted them both in a very solid treatise, wherein 
he demonstrates, invincibly, from the unanimous 
authority of the Fathers, that demons were the real 


ct sic sententias temperarint, ut, sou boni sen mali quid 
acridisset, ulrunique possii intelli^i.— Hierovym. in cap. 
xlii. Isaise. He cites die two examples of Croesus and 
Pyrrhus. 

i Maerob. 1. i. Saturmd.c. xxiii. 

* One method of consulting the orarlc was by sealed let¬ 
ters, which were laid upon the altar of the god unopened. 

s Omnis spiritus ales. Hoc et angcli et dxmoncs, Igi- 
tur momemo ubique sunt; totusorbis iltis locus uoue est: 
quid uhi gcraiur lam facile sciunt, quam enuotiant. Velo- 
citas divinitatis crcdilur, quia substantia ignoraiur.—Cattc- 

rum testudinem deroqui cum carnibus pecudis Pythius eo 

tmudo renunciavit, quo supra diximus. Memento apud Ly¬ 

dia m fuerat. Tertv.ll. in Jipolog. 


agents in the oracles. He attacks, with equal force 
and success, the rashness and presumption of the 
Anabaptist physician; who, calling in question the 
capacity and discernment of those holy doctors, se¬ 
cretly endeavoured to efface the high idea all true 
believers should entertain of those great leaders of 
the church, and to depreciate their venerable author¬ 
ity, which is so great a difficulty to all who de¬ 
viate from the principles of ancient’tradition. Now, 
if that was ever certain and uniform in any thing, 
it is so in this point; for all the Fathers of the 
church, and ecclesiastical writers of all ages, main¬ 
tain, and attest, that the devil was the author of idol¬ 
atry in general, and of oracles in particular. 

This opinion does not hinder our believing that 
the priests and priestesses were frequently guilty of 
fraud and imposture in the answers of-the oracle*. 
For is not the devil the father and prince of lies! 
In the Grecian history , we have seen more than once 
the Delphic priestess suffer herself to be corrupted by 
presents. It was from that motive, she persuaded the 
Lacedemonians to assist the people of Athens in the 
expulsion of the thirty tyrants; that she caused De- 
maratus to be divested of the royal dignity, to make 
way for Cleomenes; and dressed up an oracle to sup¬ 
port the imposture of Lysander, when he endeavoured 
to change the succession to the throne of Sparta. 
And l am apt to believe that Themistocles, who well 
knew the importance of acting against the Persians 
by sea, inspired the god with the answer he gave, io 
defend themselves with wooden walls. Demosthenes,- 1 
convinced that the oracles were frequently suggested 
by passion or interest, and suspecting, tvith reason, 
that Philip had instructed them to speak in his favour, 
boldly declared, that the Pythia philippized: and-bade 
the Athenians and Thebans remember that Pericles 
and Epaminondas, instead of listening to, and amus¬ 
ing themselves with, the frivolous answers of the ora¬ 
cle, those idle bugbears of the base and cowardly, 
consulted only reason in the choice and execution of 
their measures. 

The same Father Baltus examines, with equal suc¬ 
cess, a second point in dispute, namely, the cessation 
of oracles. Mr. Vandale, to oppose with some ad¬ 
vantage a truth so glorious to Jesus Christ, the sub- 
verter of idolatry, had falsified the sense of the Fa¬ 
thers, by making them sav, that oracles ceased precise¬ 
ly at the moment of Christ’s birth. The learned apo¬ 
logist for the Fathers show r s, that they all allege that or¬ 
acles ceased after our Saviour’s birth, and the preach¬ 
ing of his gospel; not on a sudden, but in proportion 
as his salutarv doctrines became known to mankind, 
and gained ground in the world. This unanimous 
opinion of the Fathers is confirmed by the unexcep¬ 
tionable evidence of great numbers of the Pagans, 
who agree with them as to the time when the oracles 
ceased. 

What an honour to the Christian religion was this 
silence imposed upon the oracles by the victory ol 
Jesus Christ! Every Christian had this power, ''fer- 
tullian, 5 in one of his apologies, challenges the Pagans 
to make the experiment, anti consents that a Christian 
should be put to death, if he did not oblige those giv¬ 
ers of oracles to confess themselves devils. Lactan- 
tius 6 informs us, that every- Christian could silence 
them by only the sign of the cross. And all the world 
knows, that when Julian the Apostate was at Daphne, 
a suburb of Antioch, to consult Apollo; the god, 
notwithstanding all the sacrifices offered to him, con¬ 
tinued mule, arid only recovered his speech to an¬ 
swer those who inquired the cause of his silence, 
that they must ascribe it to the interment of certain 
bodies in the neighbourhood. Those were the bodies 
of Christian martyrs, amongst which was that of St. 
Baby las. 

This triumph of the Christian religion ought to give 
us a due sense of our obligations to Jesus Christ, and 
at the same time, of the darkness to which all man¬ 
kind were abandoned before his coming. We have 


* Plut. in Demcstli. p. 854. 
b Tertull. hi Apolog. 
e Lib. de vera sapient, e. xxvii 
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seen, amongst the Carthaginians, fathers 1 and mo¬ 
thers, more cruel than wild beasts, inhumanly giving 
up their children, and annually depopulating their 
cities, by destroying the most vigorous of their youth, 
in obedience to the bloody dictates of their oracles and 
false gods. The victims were chosen without any re¬ 
gard to rank, sex, age, or condition. Such bloody 
executions were honoured with the name of sacrifi¬ 
ces, and designed to make the gods propitious. 
“ What greater evil,” cries Lactantins, “ could they 
inflict in their most violent displeasure, than thus to 
deprive their adorers of all sense of humanity, to 
make them cut the throats of their own children, and 
pollute their sacrilegious hands with such execrable 
parricides!” 

A thousand frauds and impostures, openly detected 
at Delphi, and every where else, had not opened men’s 
eyes, nor in the least diminished the credit of the ora¬ 
cles; which subsisted upwards of two thousand years, 
and was carried to an inconceivable height, even in 
the minds of the greatest men, the most profound 
ihilosophers, the most powerful piinces, and general- 
y among the most civilized nations, and such as val¬ 
ued themselves most upon their wisdom and policy. 
The estimation they were in, may be judged from the 
magnificence of the temple of Delphi, and the im¬ 
mense riches amassed in it through the superstitious 
credulity of nations and monarchs. 

The 2 temple of Delphi having been burnt about 
the fifty-eighth Olympiad, the Amphictyon?, those ce¬ 
lebrated judges of Greece, took upon themselves the 
care of rebuilding it. They agreed with an architect 
for 300 talents, which amounts to 900,000 livres. 3 The 
cities of Greece were to furnish that sum. The inha¬ 
bitants of Delphi were taxed a fourth part of it, and 
collected contributions in all parts, even in foreign 
nations, for that service. Amasis, at that time king of 
Egypt, and the Grecian inhabitants of his country, 
contributed considerable sums towards it. The Ale- 
mceonidfe, a potent family of Athens took upon 
themselves the conduct of the building, and made it 
more magnificent, by considerable additions of their 
own, than had been proposed in the model. 

Gyges, king of Lydia, and Croesus one of his 
successors, enriched the temple of Delphi with an 
incredible number of presents. Many other princes, 
cities, and private persons, by their example, in a kind 
of emulation of each other, had heaped up in it tri¬ 
pods, vases, tables, shields, crowns, chariots, and sta¬ 
tues of gold and silver of all sizes, equally infinite in 
number and value. The presents of gold which 
Cra-sus alone made to this temple, amounted, accord¬ 
ing to Herodotus, 4 to upwards of 254 talents; that 
is, about 762,000 French livres 5 and perhaps those 
of silver to as much. Most of these presents were in 
being at the time of Herodotus. Diodorus 6 Siculus, 
adding those of other princes to them, makes their 
amount 10,000 talents, or 30,000,000 of livres. 7 

Amongst 8 the statues of gold, consecrated by 
Croesus in the temple of Delphi, was placed that of 
his female baker, the occasion of which was this. 
Alyattes, Croesus’s father, having married a second 
wife, by whom he had children, she laid a plan to get 
rid of her son-in-law, that the crown might descend to 
her own issue. For this purpose she engaged the 
female baker to put poison into a loaf, that was to be 
served at the young prince’s table. The woman, who 
was struck with horror at the crime (in which she 


i Tam barbaros, tam immanes fuisse homines, ut par- 
ricidium suum, id est tetrum atquc execrabile humano 
generi facinua, sacrificium vooarenl. bum leneras aique 
innoccntes animas, qua? rnaxhnfc est setas parenlibus dub 
cior, sine ullo rcspcctu pictatisextiugucrent, immaniiatem- 
que omnium bestiarum, qute tamon tootns suos amant feri- 
taie supernrent. O dementinm insunabilem ! Quid ilb.s 
isti dii amplius faeero possont si essont iratissinii, quam 
fac : unt propitii ? Cum suos cultores parricidiis inquinant, 
orbiiatibus mactant, huraani9 sensibus spoliant. Lactant. 
1 i.c. 21. 

a Herod, l.ii. c. 180. and 1. v. e. 02. 

3 About 44,428Z.sterling. 

* Herod. 1. i. c. 50,51. 

* About 311,500;. 6 Diod. 1. xvi. p. 453. 

1 About 1,300,000;. 9 Plut. do Pyth. orac. p. 401. 


ought to have had no part at nil,) gave Crcesu3 notice 
of it. The poisoned loaf was served to the queen’3 
own children, and their death secured the crown to 
the lawful successor. When he ascended the throne, 
in gratitude to his benefactress, he erected a statue 
to her in the temple of Delphi. But, it may be said, 
could a person of so mean a condition deserve so 
great an honour? Plutarch answers in the affirmative; 
and with a much better title, he says, than many of 
the so-much-vaunted conquerors and heroes, who 
have acquired tbeir fame only by murder and devas¬ 
tation. 

It is not to be wondered at, that such immense 
riches should have tempted the avarice of mankind, 
and exposed Delphi to being frequently pillaged. 
Without mentioning more ancient times, Xerxes, who 
invaded Greece with a million of men, endeavoured 
to seize upon the spoils of this temple. Above a 
hundred years after, the Fhoccans, near neighbours 
of Delphi, plundered it at several times. The same 
rich booty was the sole motive of the irruption of the 
Gauls into Greece under Brennus. The guardian 
god of-Delphi, if we may believe historians, sometimes 
defended this temple by surprising prodigies; and at 
others, either from impotence or want of presence of 
mind, suffered himself to be plundered. When Nero 
made this temple, so famous throughout the universe, 
a visit, and found in it five hundred brass statues 
of illustrious mrn and gods to bis liking, which 
bad been consecrated to Apollo (those of geld and 
silver having undoubtedly disappeared upon His ap¬ 
proach,) he ordered them to be taken down, and ship¬ 
ping them on board his vessels carried them with him 
to Rome. 

Those who are desirous of more particular informa¬ 
tion concerning the oracles and riches of the temple 
of Delphi, may consult some dissertations upon this 
subject, printed in the Memoirs of the Academy of 
BeUcs Lellres , 9 of which I have made good use, ac¬ 
cording to my custom. 

Of the Carnes and Combats. 

Games and combats made a part of the religion, 
and had a share in almost all the festivals,of the an¬ 
cients; and for that reason it is proper that they 
should find a place in this work. Whether we con¬ 
sider their origin, or the design of their institution, 
we shall not be surprised at their being so prevalent 
ill the best-governed states. 

Hercules, Theseus, Castor and Pollux, and the 
greatest heroes of antiquity, were not only theinstitu- 
tors or restorers of them, but thought it glorious to 
share in the exercise of them, and meritorious to suc¬ 
ceed therein. These subduers of monsters, and of 
the common enemies of mankind, thought it no dis¬ 
grace to them to aspire to the victories in these com¬ 
bats; nor that the new wreaths, with which their 
brows were encircled in the solemnization of these 
games, detracted from the lustre of those they had 
before acquired. Hence the most famous poets made 
these combats the subject of their verses; the beauty 
of whose poetry, whilst it immortalized themselves 
seemed to promise an eternity of fame to those whose 
victories it celebrated. Hence arose that uncommon 
■ardour which animated all Greeee, to tread in the 
steps of those ancient heroes, and like them, to sig¬ 
nalize themselves in the public combats. 

A reason more solid, and originating in the very 
nature of these combats, and of the people who used 
them, may be given for their prevalence. The Greeks, 
by nature warlike, and equally intent upon forming 
the bodies and minds of their youth, introduced these 
exercises, and annexed honours to them, in order to 
prepare the younger sort for the profession of arms, to 
confirm their health, to render them stronger and 
more robust, to inure them to fatigues, and to make 
them intrepid in close fight, in which, the use of fire¬ 
arms being then unknown, strength of body generally 
decided the victory. These athletic exercises sup¬ 
plied the place of those in use amongst our nobility, as 
dancing, fencing, riding the great horse, &c.; but 
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the} did not confine themselves to a graceful mien, 
nor to the beauties of a shape and face; they were 
for joining strength to the charms of person. 

It is true, these exercises, so illustrious by their 
founders, and so useful in the ends at first proposed 
from them, introduced public masters, who taught 
them to young persons, and, from practising them 
with success, made public show and ostentation of 
thcii- skill. This sort of men applied themselves solely 
to the practice of this art, and, carrying it to an excess, 
they formed it into a kind of science, by the addition 
of rules and refinements; often challenging each other- 
out of a vain emulation, till at length they degene¬ 
rated into a profession of people who, without any 
other employment or merit, exhibited themselves as 
a sight for the diversion of the public. Our dancing- 
masters are not unlike them in this respect, whose 
natural and original designation was to teach youth a 
graceful manner of walking, and a good address; but 
now we see them mount the stage, and perform bal¬ 
lets in the garb of comedians, capering, jumping, 
skipping, and making a variety of strange unnatural 
motions. We shall see, in the sequel, what opinion 
the wiser among the ancients had of their professed 
combatants and wrestling-masters. 

There were four games solemnized in Greece. The 
Olympic , so called from Olympia, otherwise Pisa, a 
town of Elis in Peloponnesus, near which they were 
celebrated, after the expiration of every four years, in 
honour of Jupiter Olympicus. The Pythian , sacred to 
Apollo Pythius, 1 so called from the serpent Python, 
killed by him; they were celebrated at Delphi every 
four years. The JVemcean, which took their name 
from Nemaea, a city and forest of Peloponnesus, and 
were either instituted or restored by Hercules, after 
he had slain the lion of the Nemsean forest. They 
were solemnized every two years. And lastly, the 
Isthmian, celebrated upon the isthmus of Corinth, eve¬ 
ry four years, in honour of Neptune. Theseus 2 was 
the restorer of them, and they continued even after 
the ruin of Corinth. That persons might be present 
at these public sports with greater quiet and security, 
there was a general suspension of arms, and cessation 
of hostilities, throughout all Greece, during the time 
of their celebration. 

In these games, which were solemnized with incre¬ 
dible magnificence, and drew together a prodigious 
concourse of spectators and combatants from all parts, 
a simple wreath was all the reward of the victors. In 
the Olympic games, it was composed of wild olive; 
in the Pythian, of laurel; in the Nemrean, of green 
parslej ; 3 and in the Isthmian, of the same herb 
dried. The institutors of these games wished that it 
should be implied from hence, that honour alone, and 
not mean and sordid interest, ought to be the motive 
of great actions. Of what were men not capable, ac¬ 
customed to act solely from so glorious a principle! 
We 4 have seen, in the Persian war, that Tigrancs, 
one of the most considerable captains in the army of 
Xerxes, having heard the prizes in the Grecian games 
described, cried out with astonishment, addressing 
himself to Mardonius, who commanded in chief, 
“Heavens! 5 against what men are you leading us? 
Insensible to interest, they combat only for glory!” 
Which exclamation, though looked upon by Xerxes 
as an effect of abject fear, abounds with sense and 
judgment. 

It 6 was from the same principle that the’ Romans, 
whilst they bestowed upon other occasions crowns of 
gold of great value, persisted always in giving only a 
wreath of oaken leaves to him who had saved the life 
of a citizen. “ O manners, worthy of eternal remem¬ 
brance!'’ cried Pliny, in relating this laudable custom. 
“ O grandeur, truly Roman, that would assign no 
other reward but honour, for the preservation of a citi¬ 
zen! a service, indeed, above all reward; thereby 


i Several reasons are given for this name, 
a Paus. 1. ii. p. 88. a Apium. 

4 Herod. 1. viii. c. 26. 

5 Ilwa-ati, MxfS’ivtij xo'tvg in- 1 ivfrfxf ijyccyi < [it- 

rcu? y,u'xg t oi ov 7rtf] %,$*•,fix rwv rlv xywvx rroiflvvTsci, xKKx 

igsT*;'?. 

« Plin. 1. xvi. c. i 


sufficiently evincing their opinion, that it was criminal 
to save a man’s life from the motive of lucre and in¬ 
terest!” 0 mores ceternos , qvi tania opera honor e 
solo donaverini: ct cum reliquas coronas auro com - 
mendarent , salutem civis in preiio esse noluerint, cla- 
ru professions s errori quidem hommem nefas esse lu- 
cri causa! 

Amongst all the Grecian games, the Olympic held 
undeniably the first rank; and that for three reasons. 
They were sacred to Jupiter, the greatest of the gods; 
instituted by Hercules, the first of the heroes; and 
celebrated with more pomp and magnificence, amidst 
a greater concourse of spectators attracted from all 
parts, than any of the rest. 

If Pausanias 7 may be believed, women were pro¬ 
hibited to be present at them upon pain of death; and 
during their continuance, it was ordained, that no 
woman should approach the place where the games 
were celebrated, or pass on that side of the river Al- 
pheus. One only was so bold as to violate this law. 
and slipped in disguise amongst those who were train¬ 
ing the wrestlers. She was tried for the offence, and 
would have suffered the penalty enacted by the law, 
if the judges, in regard to her father, her brother, and 
her son, who had all been victors in the Olympic 
games, had not pardoned her offence, and saved her 

This law was very conformable with the manners 
of the Greeks, amongst whom the ladies were very 
reserved, seldom appeared in public, had separate 
apartments called Gyncecea , and never ate at table 
with the men when strangers were present. It was 
certainly inconsistent with decency to admit them at 
some of the games, as those of wrestling and the 
Pancratium, in which the combatants fought naked. 

The same Pausanias 8 tells us, in another place, 
that the priestess of Ceres had an honourable scat in 
these games, and that virgins were not denied the 
liberty of being present at them. For mj part, I 
cannot conceive the reason of such inconsistency, 
which indeed seems incredible. 

The Greeks thought nothing comparable to the vic¬ 
tory in these games. They looked upon it as the per¬ 
fection of glory, and did not believe it permitted to 
mortals to desire any thing beyond it. Cicero 9 as¬ 
sures us, that with them it was no less honourable 
than the consular dignity in its original splendour 
with the ancient Romans. And in another place he 
says, that to conquer at Olympia, 10 was almost, in the 
estimation of the Grecians, more great and glorious, 
than to receive the honour of a triumph at Rome. 
Horace speaks in still stronger terms of this kind of 
victory. He is not afraid to say, 11 that it exalts the 
victor above human nature; they were no longer men, 
but gods. 

We shall see hereafter what extraordinary honours 
were paid to the victor, of which one of the most af¬ 
fecting was, to date the year with his name. Nothing 
could more effectually stimulate their endeavours, and 
make them regardless of expenses, than the assurance 
of immortalizing their names, which, through all future 
ages, would be enrolled in their annals, and stand in 
the front of all laws made in the same year with the vic- 
to?‘y. To this motive may be added the joy of know¬ 
ing, that their praises would be celebrated by the 
most famous poets, and form the subject of conversa¬ 
tion in the most illustrious assemblies; for these odes 
were sung in every house, and formed a part in every 
entertainment. What could be a more, powerful in- 
eentive to a people, who had uo other object and aim 
than that of human glory? 

I shall confine myself upon this head to the Olym¬ 
pic games, which continued five days; and shall de- 

i Pansan. 1. v. p. 207. 8 Ibid. I. vi. p. 382. 

a Olympiorum victoria, Creeds consulates file antiquus 

vidobatur. — Tuscul. Quasi, bb. ii. n 41. 

io Olympionieum esse apud Grtccos prnpe majus fuit 

et ploriosius quiim Romas triumphasse. — Pro Flacco , num. 

xxxi. 

u-Palmaque nobilis 

Terraium dominos cvcliit ad deos. Od. i. lib. i. 

Sive quos Elea domum reducit 

Pulma ceelestes. Od, ii, lib, iv. 
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scribe, in as brief a manner as possible, the several 
kinds of combats of which they were composed. M. 
Burette has treated this subject in several disserta¬ 
tions, printed in the Memoirs of the Academy of 
Belles Lettres; wherein purity, perspicuity, and ele¬ 
gance of style, are united with profound audition. I 
make no scruple in appropriating to my use the riches 
of my brethren; and in what 1 have already said upon 
the Oljmpio games, have made very free with the 
late Abbe Massieu’s remarks Dpon the Odes of Bin- 
da r. 

The combats which had the greatest share in the 
solemnity of the public games, were boxing, wrest¬ 
ling, the pancratium, the discus or quoit, and racing. 
To these may be added, the exercises of leaping, 
throwing the dart, and that of the trochus, or wheel; 
but as these were neither important, nor of any great 
reputation, I shall content myself with only ha\ing 
mentioned lhem in this place. For the better metho¬ 
dising the particulars of these games and exercises, it 
will be necessary to begin with an account of the 
Athletae, or combatants. 

Of the Athletce, or Combatants. 

The term Athletoe is derived from the Greek word 
which signifies labour, combat. This name was 
given to those who exercised themselves with an in¬ 
tention to dispute the prizes in the public games. The 
art by which they formed themselves for these en¬ 
counter?, was called Gymnastic, from the Athletce’s 
practising naked. 

Those who were designed for this profession fre- 
oented, from their most tender age, the Gymnasia or 
'alxstra?, which were a kind of academies maintain¬ 
ed for that purpose at the public expense. In these 
places, suclryoung people were under the direction of 
different masters, who employed the most effectual 
methods to inure their bodies for the fatigues of the 
public games, and to train them for the. combats. The 
regimen they were under w r as very hard and severe. 
At first they had no other nourishment than dried rigs, 
nuts, soft cheese, and a coarse heavy sort of bread, 
called *. They were absolutely forbidden the use 
of wine, and enjoined continence; which Horace ex¬ 
presses thus: 

Ciui studet optatam cursu eoutingrre metam 
Malta luliL focitquc pucr, sudavit et alsit, 

Abstinuit vcncrc ct vino.~.#r£. Poet. v. 41-2. 

Who in the Olympic race the prize would gain, 

Has borne from tally youLh faiiguc and puin, 

Excess of heat and cold has often tried. 

Love’s softness buinsli’d, and the glass denied. 

St. Paul, by a comparison drawn from the Athletoe, 
exhorts the Corinthians, near whose city the Isthmian 
game3 were celebrated, to a sober and penitent life. 
“ Those who strive,” says he, “ for the mastery, are 
temperate in all things: .Now they do it to obtain a 
corruptible crow’n, but we an incorruptible.” Tertul- 
liari 1 uses the same thought to encourage the martyrs, 
lie makes a comparison from what the hopes of vic¬ 
tory made the Athletai endure. He repeals the severe 
and painful exercises they were obliged to undergo; 
the continual denial and constraint in which they 
passed the best years of their lives; and the voluntary 
privation which they imposed upon themselves, of 
all that was most pleasing and grateful to their pas¬ 
sions. It is true, the A till elm did not always observe 
so severe a regimen, but at length substituted in its 
stead, a voracity and indolence extremely remote 
from it. 

The Athletae, before their exercises, 2 were rubbed 
with oils and ointments, to make their bodies more 
supple and vigorous. At first they made use of a 
bell, with an apron or scarf fastened to it, for their 
more decent appearance in the combat; but one of 
the combatants happening to lose the victory by this 
covering’s tailing off, that accident was the occasion 


* Nempe cnim et Athletaa segregantnr ad etrictiorem 

disciplinary ut robori sedilieando vacent; eontinentur a 
luxuria, a cibis lstioribus, a poiu jueundiore ; coguntur, 
cruciantur, futigantur. Tert.uU . ad Martyr. 

3 The persons employed in this office were called Aliptcs. 


of sacrificing modesty to convenience, and retrenching 
the apron for the future. The Athletse were naked 
only in some exercises, as wrestling, boxing, the pan¬ 
cratium, and the foot-race. They practised a kind of 
novitiate in the Gymnasia for ten months, to accom¬ 
plish themselves in the several exercises by assiduous 
application; and this they did in the presence of such, 
as curiosity or idleness conducted io look on. But 
when the celebration of the Olympic games drew 
nigh, the Athletas who were to appear in them were 
kept to double exercise. 

Before they wero admitted to combat, other proofs 
were required; as to birth, none but Greeks were to 
be received. It was also necessary that their manners 
should be unexceptionable, and their condition free. 
No foreigner was admitted to combat in the Olympic 
games; and when Alexander, the son of Amyntas, 
king of Macedon, presented himself to dispute the 
prize, his competitors, without any regard to the royal 
dignity, opposed his reception as a Macedonian, and 
consequently a barbarian and a stranger; nor could 
the judges be prevailed upon to admit him, till he had 
proved in due form his family originally descended 
from the Argives. 

The persons who presided in the games were called 
Agonotheta’, Athlothetcs, and Hellanodicai: they re¬ 
gistered the name and country of each champion: and 
upon the opening of the games a herald proclaimed 
the names of the combatants. They were then made 
to take on oath, that they would religiously observe 
the several laws prescribed in each kind of Combat, 
and do nothing contrary to the established orders and 
regulations of the games. Fraud, artifice, and ex¬ 
cessive violence, were absolutely prohibited; and the 
maxim so generally received elsewhere, 3 * that it is in¬ 
different whether an enemy is conquered by deceit or 
valour, was banished from these combats. The ad¬ 
dress of a combatant, expert in all the niceties of his 
art, who knows how to shift and ward dexterously, to 
put the change upon his adversary with art and subtil- 
t} r , and to improve the least advantages, must not be 
confounded herewith the cowardly and knavish cun¬ 
ning of one who, without regard to the laws prescri¬ 
bed, employs the mest unfair means to vanquish his 
competitor. Those who disputed the prize in the se¬ 
veral kinds of combats, drew lots for their precedency 
in them. 

It is time to bring our champions to blows, and to 
run over the different kinds of combats, in which they 
exercised themselves. 

Of IVrcstiing. 

Wrestling is one of the most ancient exercises of 
which we have any knowledge, having been practised 
in the time of the patriarchs, as the wrestling of the 
angel with Jacob proves. 4 Jacob supported the an¬ 
gel’s attack so vigorously, that the latter perceiving 
he could not throw' so rough a wrestler, w 7 as induced 
to make him lame by touching the sinews of hia thigh, 
which immediately shrunk up. 

Wrestling, among the Greeks, as well as other na¬ 
tions, was practised at first with simplicity, little art, 
and in a natural manner; the w-cightof the body, and 
the strength of the muscles, having more share in it 
than address and skill. Theseus was the first that 
reduced it to method, and refined it by the rules of 
art. He w as also the first who established the public 
schools called Palaislrce , where tbeyoung people had 
masters to instruct them in it. 

The wrestlers, before they began the combat, w r ere 
rubbed all over in a rough manner, and afterward 
anointed with oils, which added to the strength and 
flexibility of their limbs. But as this unction, by 
making the skin too slippery, rendered it difficult for 
them to take hold of each other, they remedied that 
inconvenience, sometimes by rolling themselves in the 
dust of the Palaestra?, sometimes by throwing a fine 
sand upon each other, kept for that purpose in the 
Xvstae, or porticoes of the Gymnasia. 

Thus prepared, the wrestlers began their combat. 
They w'ere matched two against two, and sometimes 


s Dolus an virtus, quis in boste requirat? 

* Gen. xxxii. 24. 
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several couples contended at the same time. In this 
combat, the whole aim and design of the wrestlers 
was, to throw their adversary upon the ground. Both 
strength and art were employed for this purpose: 
They seized each other by the arms, drew forwards, 
pushed backwards, used many distortions and tvvist- 
jngsof the body; locking their limbs into each other’s, 
seizing by the neck, throttling, pressing in their 
arras, struggling, plying on all sides, lifting from the 
ground, dashing their heads together like rams, and 
twisting one another’s necks. The most considerable 
advantage in the wrestler’s art, was to make himself 
master of bis adversary's legs, of which a fall was 
the immediate consequence. I-’rom whence Plautus 
says in his Pseudolus, speaking of wine, 1 “ He is a 
dangerous wrestler, he presently trips up the heels.” 
The Greek terms, Gs-oc-xix/^iv and and the 

Latin word supplanlare , seem to imply, that one of 
these arts consisted in stooping down to seize the an¬ 
tagonist under the soles of his feet, and in raising 
them up to give him a fall. 

In this manner the Athletas wrestled standing, the 
combat ended with the fall of one of the competitors. 
But when it happened that the wrestler who was 
down drew his adversary along with him, either by 
art or accident, the combat continued upon the sand, 
the antagonists tumbling and twining with each other 
in a thousand different ways, till one of them got 
uppermost, and compelled the other to ask quarter, 
and confess himself vanquished. There was a third 
sort ofwrestlingcalled j\u 3?, from the Athle¬ 

te’s using only their hands in it, without taking hold 
of the body, as in the other kinds: and this exercise 
served as a prelude to the greater combat. It consist¬ 
ed in intermingling their fingers, and in squeezing 
them with all their force; in pushing one another, by 
joining the palms of their hands together; in twisting 
their fingers, wrists, and otherjoints of the arms, with¬ 
out the assistance of any other member; and the 
victory was his who obliged his opponent to ask 
quarter. 

The combatants were to fight three times succes¬ 
sively, and to throw their antagonists at least twice, 
before the prize could be adjudged to them. 

Homer 2 describes the wrestling of Ajax and Ulys¬ 
ses; Ovid, that of Hercules ana Achelous; Lucan, 
of Hercules and Antceus; and Statius, in his The- 
baid, that of Tydeus and Agylleus. 

The wrestlers of greatest reputation amongst the 
Greeks, were Milo of Crotona, whose history I have 
related elsewhere at large, and Polydamus. The lat¬ 
ter, alone and without arms, killed a furious lion upon 
mount Olympus, in imitation of Hercules, whom he 
proposed to himself as a model in this action. Another 
time, having seized a bull by one of his hinder legs, 
the beast could not get loose without leaving his hoof 
in his hands. He could hold a chariot behind, while 
the coachman whipped his horses in vain to make 
them go forward. Darius Nothus, king of Persia, 
hearing of his prodigious strength, was desirous of 
seeing him, and invited him to Susa. Three soldiers 
of that prince’s guard, and of that band which the 
Persians called immortal , esteemed the most warlike 
of their troops, were ordered to fall upon him. Our 
champion fought, and killed them all three. 

Of Boxing, or the Cestus. 

Boxing is a combat at blows with the fists, from 
whence it derives its name. The combatants covered 
their fists with a kind of offensive arms, called Cestus , 
and their heads with a sort of leather cap, to defend 
their temples and ears, which were most exposed to 
blows, and to deaden their violence. The Cestus was 
a kind of gauntlet or glove, made of straps ofleather, 
and plated with brass, lead, or iron. Their use was 
to strengthen the hands of the combatants, and to add 
violence to their blows. 

Sometimes the Athlelse came immediately to the 


i Cupiat pedes primum, luctator dolosus est. 

* Iliad. 1. xxiii. v. 708, &c. Ovid. Metara. 1. ix, v. 31, &c. 

Phars. ]. iv. v. 612, Stat.l, vi. v. 847 

Vol. 1—54 


most violent blows, and began their onset in the most 
furious manner. Sometimes whole hours passed in 
harassing and fatiguing each other, by a continual 
extension of their arms, rendering each other’s blows 
ineffectual, and endeavouring by that sparring to keep 
oft' their adversary. But when they fought with the 
utmost fury, they aimed chiefly at the head and face, 
which parts they were most careful to defend,by either 
avoiding or parrying the blows made at them. When 
a combatant came on to throw himself with all his 
force and vigour upon another, they had a surprising 
address in avoiding the attack, by a nimble turn of the 
body, which threw the imprudent adversary down, and 
deprived him of the victory. 

However fierce the combatants were against each 
other, their being exhausted by the length of the com¬ 
bat, would frequently reduce them to the necessity of 
making a truce; upon which the battle wassuspended 
by mutual consent for some minutes, that were em¬ 
ployed in recovering their fatigue, and rubbing off’the 
sweat in which they were bathed: after which they 
renewed the fight, till one of them, by letting fall his 
arms, through weakness and faintness, explained that 
be could no longer support the pain or fatigue, and de¬ 
sired quarter; which was confessing himself van¬ 
quished. 

Boxing was one of the roughest and most dan¬ 
gerous of the gymnastic combats; because, besides 
the danger of being crippled, the combatants ran the 
hazard of their lives. They sometimes fell down dead, 
or dying, upon the sand; though that seldom hap¬ 
pened. except the vanquished person persisted too long 
in not acknowledging his defeat; yet it was common 
for them to quit the field with a countenance so dis¬ 
figured, that it was not easy to knoyv them afterward; 
carrying away with them the sad marks of their vigor¬ 
ous resistance, such as bruises and contusions in the 
face, the loss of an e/e, their teeth knocked out,their 
jaws broken, or some more considerable fracture. 

We find in the poets, both Latin and Greek, seve¬ 
ral descriptions of this kind of combat. In Homer, 
that of Epeus and Euryalus; 3 in Theocritus, of Pol¬ 
lux and Ainycus; in Apollonius Rhodius, the same 
battle of Pollux and Amycus; in Virgil, that of Da¬ 
res and Entellus; and in Statius and Valerius Flac- 
cus, of several other combatants. 

Of the Pancratium. 

The Pancratium 4 was so called from two Greek 
words, which signify, that the whole force of the body 
was necessary for succeeding it it. It united boxing 
and wrestling in the same fight, borrowing from one 
its manner of struggling and flinging, and from the 
other, the art of dealing blows, and of avoiding them 
with success. In wrestling it was not permitted to 
strike with the hand, nor in boxing to seize each other 
in the manner of the wrestlers; but in the Pancratium, 
it wa? not only allowed to make use of all the gripes 
and artifices of wrestling, but the hands and feet, and 
even the teeth and nails, might be employed to con¬ 
quer an antagonist. 

This combat was the most rough and dangerous. 
A Pancratiast in the Ol/mpic games (called Arrichion, 
or Arrachion,) perceiving himself almost suffocated 
by his adversary, who had got fast hold of him by the 
throat, at the same time that he held him by the foot, 
broke one of his enemy’s toes, the extreme anguish of 
which obliged him to ask quarter at the very instant 
that Arrichion himself expired. The Agonothetae 
crowned Arrichion, though dead, and proclaimed him 
victor. Philostratus has left us a very lively descrip¬ 
tion of a painting, which represented this combat. 

Of the Discus , or Quoit. 

The Discus was a kind of quoit of a round form, 
made sometimes of wood, but more frequently of 
stone, lead, or other metal; as iron or brass. Those 
who used this exercise were called Discoboli, that 


* Dioscor. Idyl. xxii. Argonautic, lib. ii. ^Eneid. 1. v, 
Thebatd. 1. vii." Argonaut. 1. iv. 
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is, Singers of the Discus. The epithet xftrw^iieo 
which signifies borne upon the shoulders, given to this 
instrument by Homer, sufficiently shows that it was 
of too great a weight to be carried from place to place 
in the hands only, and that the shoulders were neces¬ 
sary for the support of such a burden for any length 
of time. 

The intent of this exercise, as of almost all the 
others, was to invigorate the body, and to make men 
more capable of supporting the weight and use of 
arms. In war they were often obliged to carry such 
loads, as appear excessive in these days, either of 
provisions, fascines, palisades; or in scaling of walls, 
when, to equal the height of them, several of the be¬ 
siegers mounted upon the shoulders of each other. 

The Athletce, in hurling the Discus, put themselves 
into the posture best adapted to add force totheircast; 
that is, they advanced one foot, upon which they 
leaned the whole weight of their bodies. They then 
poised the Discus in their hands, and whirling it round 
several times almost horizontally, to add force to its 
motion, they threw it off with the joint strength of 
hands, arms, and body, which had all a share in the 
vigour of the discharge. He that flung the Discus 
farthest was the victor. 

The most famous painters and sculptors of anti¬ 
quity, in their endeavours to represent naturally the 
attitudes of the Discoboli, have left to posterity many 
masterpieces in their several arts. Quintilian exceed¬ 
ingly extols a statue of that kind, which had been 
finished with infinite care and application by the cele¬ 
brated Myron: “What 1 can be more finished,’' says 
he, “ or express more happily the muscular distortions 
of the body in the exercise of the Discus, than the Dis¬ 
cobolus of Myron?” 

Of the Pentaihlum. 

The Greeks gave this name to an exercise com¬ 
posed of five others. It is the common opinion, that 
these five exercises were wrestling, running, leap¬ 
ing, throwing the dart, and the Discus. It is believed 
that this sort of combat was decided in one day, 
and sometimes the same morning; and that to ob¬ 
tain the prize, which was single, it was required 
that a combatant should be the victor in all those ex¬ 
ercises. 

The exercise of leaping, and throwing the javelin, 
of which the first consisted in leaping a certain length, 
and the other in hitting a mark with a javelin at a cer¬ 
tain distance, contributed to the formingof a soldier, 
by making him nimble and active in battle, and expert 
in flinging the spear and dart. 

Of Races, 

Of all the exercises which the Athletce cultivated 
with so much pains and industry to enable them to 
appear in the public games, running held the foremost 
rank. The Olympic games generally opened with 
races, and were solemnized at first with no other ex¬ 
ercise. 

The place where the Athletae exercised themselves 
in running, was generally called the Stadium by the 
Greeks; as was that wherein they disputed in earnest 
for the prize. As the lists or course for these games 
was at first but one Stadium 2 in length, it took its 
name from its measure, and was called the Stadium, 
whether precisely of that extent, or of a much greater. 
Under that denomination was included not only the 
space in which the Athletce ran, but also that which 
contained the spectators of the gymnastic games. 
The place where the Athletce contended, was called 
Scamma, from its lying lower than the rest of the 
Stadium, on each siaeof which,and at the extremity, 


i Quid tam distortum ct elaboratum quam cst ille Disco¬ 
bolus Myronis 7 Quintil. lib. ii. cap. 13. 

a The Stadium was a measure of distance among the 
Greeks, and was, according to Herodotus, 1. ii, e. 149, six 
hundred feet in length. Pliny says, lib, ii. c. 23, that it was 
six hundred and twenty-five. Those two authors may be 
reconciled hy considering the difference between the 
Greek and Roman foot; besides which, the length of the 
Stadium varies, according to the difference of times and 
places. 


ran an ascent, or kind of terrace, covered with seats 
and benches, upon which the spectators were seated. 
The most remarkable parts of the Stadium were its 
entrance, middle, and extremity. 

The entrance of the course, from whence the com¬ 
petitors started, was marked at first only by a line 
drawn on the sand from side to side of the Stadium. 
To that at length was substituted a kind of barrier, 
which was only a cord strained tight in the front of the 
horses or men that were to run. It was sometimes a 
rail of wood. The opening of this barrier was the 
signal for the races to start. 

The middle of the Stadium was remarkable only 
by the circumstance of having the prizes allotted to the 
victors set up there. St. Chrysostom 3 draws a fine 
comparison from this custom. “As the judges,” says 
he, “ in the races and other games, expose in the midst 
of the Stadium, to the view of the champions, the 
crowns which they are to receive; in like manner the 
Lord, by the mouth of his prophets, has placed, in the 
midst of the course, the prizes which he designs for 
those who have the courage to contend for them.” 

At the extremity of the Stadium was a goal, where 
the foot races ended, but in those of chariots and 
horses they were to run several times around it without 
stopping, and afterward conclude the race by regain¬ 
ing the other extremity of the lists, from whence they 
started. 

There were three kinds of races, the chariot, the 
horse, and the foot-race. I shall begin with the last 
as the more simple, natural, and ancient, 

1 . Of the Foot-race. 

The runners, of whatever number they were, ranged 
themselves in a line, after having drawn lots for their 
places. Whilst 4 they waited the signal to start, they 
practised, by way of prelude, various motions to 
awaken their activity, and to keep their limbs pliable 
and in a right temper. They kept themselrcs in wind 
by small leaps, and making little excursions, that 
were a kind of trial of tiieir speed and agility. Upon 
the signal being given they flew towards the goal, 
with a rapidity' scarce to be followed by the eye, 
which was solely to decide the victory. For the Ago¬ 
nistic laws prohibited, under the penalty of infamy, 
the attaining it by any foul method. 

In the simple race, the extent of the Stadium was 
run but once, at the end of which the prize attended 
the victor; that is, he who came in first. In the race 
called A/mw* *. 05 , the competitors ran twice that length ; 
that is, after having arrived at the goal, they return¬ 
ed to the barrier. To these may be added a third 
sort, called AeXijtrj, which was the longest of all, as 
its name implies, and was composed of several Di- 
auli. Sometimes it consisted of twenty-four Stadia 
backwards and forwards, turning twelve times round 
the goal. 

There were some runners in ancient times, as well 
among the Greeks as Romans, who have been much 
celebrated for their swiftness. Pliny 5 tells 11 s, that it 
was thought prodigious in Phidippides to run eleven 
hundred and forty Stadia 6 between Athens and Lace¬ 
daemon in the space of tw'o days, till Anystis, of the 
latter place, and Philonides, the runnerof Alexander 
the Great, went twelve hundred Stadia 7 in one day, 
from Sicyon to Elis. These runners were denomi¬ 
nated as we find in that passage of Hero¬ 

dotus , 8 which mentions Phidippides. In the consulate 


a Horn. Iv. in Matth. e. 16. 

* -Tunc rite citato* 

Explorant, acuuntque gradus, variasque per artes 
Inslimulant docto languentia membra tumuliu. 
Poplite nune flexo sidunt, nunc lubrica furli 
Peetora cullidunl plausu ; nune ignea tollunt 
Crura brevemque fugam ncc opino fine reponunt. 

Stat. Thcb. lib. vi. v. 587, &c. 

They try, they rouse their speed, with various arts; 
Their languid limbs they prompt to act their parts, 

Now with bent hams, amidst, the practised crowd, 

They sit; now strain their lungs, and shout aloud ; 
Now a short flight with fiery steps they trace, 

And with a sudden stop abridge the mimic race, 

* Plin. 1. vii. c. 20. s 57 leagues. * 60 leagues. 

* Her. 1. vi. c. 106. 
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ofFonteius and Vipsanus, in the reign of Nero, a boy 
of nine years old ran seventy-five thousand paces, 1 
between noon and night. Pliny adds, that in his time 
there were runners who ran one hundred and sixty 
thousand paces 2 in the Circus. Our wonder at such a 
prodigious speed will increase (continues he,) if 3 we 
refiect that when Tiberius went to Germany to his 
brother Drusus, then at the point of death, he could 
not arrive there in less than four-and-twenty hours, 
though the distance was but two hundred thousand 
paces, 4 and he changed his carriage three times, 5 and 
went with the utmost diligence. 

2. Of the Horse-races. 

The race of a single horse with a rider was less cele¬ 
brated among the ancients, yet it had its favourers 
amongst the most considerable persons, and even 
kings themselves, and was attended with uncommon 
glory to the victor. Pindar, in his first ode, celebrates 
a victory of this kind, obtained by Hiero, kingof Sy¬ 
racuse, to whom he gives the title of that is, 

Vidor in the horse-race; which name was given to the 
horses carrying only a single rider, Ksxtjr*?, Some¬ 
times the rider led another horse by the bridle, and 
then the horses were called Desultorii , and their riders 
Desultores; because, after a number of turns in the 
Stadium, they changed horses, by dexterously vault¬ 
ing from one to the other. A surprising address was 
necessary upon this occasion, especially in an age un¬ 
acquainted with the use of stirrups, and when the 
horses had no saddles, which made the leapspll more 
difficult. Among the African troops there were also 
cavalry 6 called Desultores , who vaulted from one 
horse to another, as occasion required; and these 
were generally Nmnidians. 

3. Of the Chariot-races . 

This kind of race was the most renowned of all the 
exercises used in the games of the ancients, and that 
from whence most honour redounded to the victors; 
which is not to be wondered at, if we consider whence 
it arose. It is plain that it was derived from the con¬ 
stant custom of princes, heroes, and great men, of 
fighting in battle upon chariots. Homer has an infi¬ 
nity of examples of this kind. This custom being 
admitted, it is natural to suppose it very agreeable to 
those heroes, to have their charioteers as expert as 
possible in driving, as their success depended, in a 
very great measure, upon the address of their drivers. 
It was anciently, therefore, only to persons of the first 
consideration, that this office was confided. Hence 
arose a laudable emulation to excel others in the art 
of guiding a chariot, and a kind of necessity to prac¬ 
tised very much, in order to succeed. The high rank 
of the persons who made use of chariots, ennobled, 
as it always happens, an exercise peculiar to them. 
The other exercises were adapted to private sol¬ 
diers and horsemen, as wrestling, running, and the 
single horse-race; but the use of chariots in the field 
was always reserved to princes, and generals of 
armies. 

Hence it was, that all those who presented them¬ 
selves in the Olympic games to dispute the prize in the 
chariot-races, were persons considerable either for 
their riches, their birth, their employments, or great 
actions. Kings themselves eagerly aspired to this glo¬ 
ry, from the belief that the title of victor in these games 
was scarce inferior to that of conqueror, and that the 
Olympic palm added new dignity to the splendours of 
a throne. Pindar's odes inform us, that Gelon and 
Hiero, kings of Syracuse, were of that opinion. Di¬ 
onysius, who reigned there long after them, carried 
the same ambition much higher. Philip of Macedon 
had these victories stamped upon his coins, and seem¬ 
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ed as much gratified with them as with those ob¬ 
tained against the enemies of his state. All 7 the 
world knows the answer of Alexander the Great on 
this subject. When his friends asked him whether he 
would not dispute the prize of the races in these 
games ? Yes, said he, if kings were to he my antago¬ 
nists. Which shows, that he would not have disdain¬ 
ed these contests, if there had been competitors in 
them Yvorthy of him. 

The chariots were generally drawn by two or four 
horses, ranged abreast: biga, quadrigee. Sometimes 
mules supplied the place of horses, and then the char¬ 
iot was called Pindar, in the fifth ode of his 

first book, celebrates one Psaumis, who had obtained 
a triple victory: one by a chariot drawn by four hor¬ 
ses, Tf3g£5r?ra>; another by one drawn by mules, i^vj) ; 
and the third by a single horse, %extj T i, which the 
title of the ode expresses. 

These 'chariots, upon a signal given, started to¬ 
gether from a place called Careens. Their places 
were regulated by lot, which was not an indifferent 
circumstance as to the victory; for as they were to 
turn round a boundary, the chariot on the left Yvas 
nearer than those on the right, which consequently 
had a greater compass to take. It appears from se¬ 
veral passages in Pindar, and especially from one in 
Sophocles, which I shall cite very soon, that they ran 
twelve times round the Stadium. He that came in 
first the twelfth round \Y'as victor. The chief art con¬ 
sisted in taking the best ground at the turning of the 
boundary: for if the charioteer drove too near it, he 
w f as in danger of dashing the chariot to pieces; and 
if he kept too wide of it, his nearest antagonist might 
cut between him, and get foremost. 

It is obvious that these chariot-races could not be 
run without some danger; for as the motion 8 of the 
wheels was very rapid, and it was requisite to graze 
against the boundary in turning, the least error in 
driving would have broken the chariot in pieces, and 
might have dangerously wounded the charioteer. An 
example of which we find in the Electra of Sophocles, 
who gives an admirable description of a chariot-race 
run by ten competitors. The pretended Orestes, at 
the twelfth and last round, Yvhich was to decide the 
victory, having only one antagonist, the rest having 
been throivn out, Yvas so unfortunate as to break one 
of his wheels against the boundary, and fallingout of 
his seat entangled in the reins, the horses dragged him 
violently forwards along with them, and tore him to 
pieces. But this very seldom happened. To 9 avoid 
such danger, Nestor gave the following directions to 
his son Antilochus, Yvho was going to dispute the 
prize in the chariot-race. “ My son,” says he, “ drive 
your horses as near as possible to the boundary; for 
which reason always incline your body over your 
chariot, get the left of your competitors, and encour¬ 
aging the horse on the right, give him the rein, whilst 
the near horse, hard held, turns the boundary so close 
that the nave of the wheel seems to graze upon it; 
but have a care of running against the stone, lest you 
Yvound your horses, and dash the chariot in pieces.” 

Father Montfaucon mentions a difficulty, in his opi¬ 
nion of much consequence, in regard to the places of 
those Yvho contended for the prize in the chariot race. 
They all started indeed from the same line, and at the 
same time, and so far had no advantage of each other; 
but he, whose lot gave him the first place, being near¬ 
est the boundary at the end of the career, and having 
but a small compass to describe in turning about it, had 
less way to make than the second, third, fourth, &*c. 
especially Yvhen the chariots were drawn by four 
horses, wffiich took up a greater space betYveen the 
first and the others, and obliged them to make a larger 
circle in coming round. This advantage tYvelve times 
together, as must happen, admitting the Stadium was 
to be run round twelve times, gave such a superiority 
to the first, as seemed to assure him infallibly of the 
victory against all his competitors. To me it seems 
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that the fleetness of the horses, joined with the ad¬ 
dress of the driver, might countervail this odds: either 
by getting before the first, or by taking his place; if 
not in the first, at least in some of the subsequent 
rounds; for it is not to be supposed, that in the pro¬ 
gress of the race, the antagonists always continued 
in the same order in which they started. They often 
changed places in a short interval of time, and in that 
variety and vicissitude consisted all the diversion of 
the spectators. 

It ivas not required, that those who aspired to the 
victory should enter the lists, and drive their chariots 
in person. Their being spectators of the games, or 
even sending their horses thither was sufficient; but 
in either case, it was previously necessary to regis¬ 
ter the names of the persons for whom the horses 
were to run, either in the chariot or single-horse¬ 
races. 

At 1 the time that the city of Potidaea surrendered to 
Philip, three couriers brought him advices; the first, 
that the Illyrians had been defeated in a great battle 
by his general Parmenio; the second, that he had car¬ 
ried the. prize of the horse-race in the Olympic games; 
and the third, that the queen was delivered of a son. 
Plutarch seems to insinuate, that Philip was equally 
delighted with each of these circumstances. 

Hiero 2 sent horses to Olympia, to run for the prize, 
and caused a magnificent pavilion to be erected for 
them. Upon this occasion Theinistocles harangued 
the Greeks, to persuade them to pull down the tyrant’s 
pavilion, who had refused his aid against the common 
enemy, and to hinder his horses from running with 
the rest. It does not appear that any regard was had 
to this remonstrance; for we find, by one of Pindar’s 
odes, composed in honour of Hiero, that he won the 
prize in the equestrian races. 

No 3 one ever Carried the ambition of making a great 
figure in the public games of Greece so far as Alci¬ 
biades, in which he distinguished himself in the most 
splendid manner, by the great number of horses and 
chariots which he kept only for the races. There 
never was either private person or king, that sent, as 
he did, seven chariots at once to the Olympic games, 
wherein he carried the first, second, and third prizes; 
an honour no one ever had before him. The famous 
poetEuripides celebrated these victories in an ode, of 
which Plutarch has preserved a fragment The victor, 
after having made a sumptuous sacrifice to Jupiter, 
gave a magnificent feast to the innumerable multitude 
of spectators at the games. It is not easy to compre¬ 
hend, how the wealth of a private person should suf¬ 
fice for so enormous an expense: but Antisthenes, the 
scholar of Socrates, who relates what he saw, informs 
us, that many cities of the allies, in emulation of each 
other, supplied Alcibiades with all things necessary 
for the support of such incredible magnificence; equi¬ 
pages, horses, tents, sacrifices, the most exquisite pro¬ 
visions, the most delicate wines—in a word, all that 
was necessary to the support of his table or train. The 
passage is remarkable; for the same author assures 
us, thatihis was not only done when Alcibiades went 
to the Olympic games, but in all his military expedi¬ 
tions and journeys by land or sea. “Wherever,” 
says he, “ Alcibiades travelled, he made use of four 
of the allied cities as his servants. Ephesus furnished 
him with tents, as magnificent as those of the Per¬ 
sians; Chios took care to provide for his horses; Cy- 
zicum supplied him with sacrifices, and provisions for 
his table; and Lesbos gave him wine, with whatever 
else was requisite for his house.” 

I must not omit, in speaking of the Olympic games, 
that the ladies were admitted to dispute the prize in 
them as well as the men: and that many of them ob¬ 
tained it. Cynisca, 4 sister of Agesilaus king of Sparta, 
first opened this new path of glory to her sex, and 
was proclaimed conqueror in the race of chariots with 
four horses. This victory, 5 of which till then there 
had been no example, did not fail of being celebrated 
with all possible splendour. A magnificent monu¬ 
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ment 6 was erected at Sparta in honour of Cynisca; 
and the Lacedaemonians, though otherwise very little 
sensible to the charms of poetry, appointed a poet to 
transmit this new triumph to posterity, and to immor¬ 
talize its memory by an inscription in verse. She her¬ 
self? dedicated a chariot of brass, drawn by four hor¬ 
ses, in the temple of Delphi; in which the charioteer 
was also represented,—a certain proof that she did not 
drive it herself. In process of time, the picture of 
Cynisca, 8 drawn by the famous Apelles, was annexed 
to it, and the whole adorned with many inscriptions 
in honour of that Spartan heroine. 

Of the Honours and Rewards granted to the Victors. 

These honours and rewards were of several kinds. 
The acclamations of the spectators in honour of the 
victors, were only a prelude to the prizes designed 
them. These prizes were different wreaths of wild 
olive, pine, parsley, or laurel, according to the diffe¬ 
rent places where the games were celebrated. Those 
crowns were always attended with branches of palm, 
that the victors carried in their right hands; which 
custom, according to Plutarch, 9 arose (perhaps) from 
a property of the palm tree, which displays new vi¬ 
gour the more endeavours are used to crush or bend 
it, and is a symbol of the courage and resistance of 
the champion who had obtained the prize. As he 
might be victor more than once in the same games, 
and sometimes on the same day, he might also re¬ 
ceive several crowns and palms. 

When, the victor had received the crown anu palm, 
a herald, preceded by a trumpet, conducted bim 
through the stadium, and proclaimed aloud the name 
and country of the successful champion, who passed 
in that kind of review before the people, whilst they 
redoubled their acclamations and applauses at the 
sight of him. 

When he returned to his own country, the people 
came out in a body to meet him, and conducted him 
into the city, adorned with all the marks of his vic¬ 
tory, and riding upon a chariot drawn by four horses. 
He made his entry not through the gates, but through 
a breach purposely made in the walls. Lighted 
torches were carried before him, and a numerous train 
followed to do honour to the procession. 

The athletic triumph almost always concluded with 
feasts made for the victors, their relations and friends, 
either at the expense of the public, or by private in¬ 
dividuals, who regaled not only their families and 
friends, but uften a great part of the spectators. Alci¬ 
biades, 10 after having sacrificed to the Olympian Jupi¬ 
ter, which was always the first care of the victor, 
treated the whole assembly. Leophron did the same, 
as Athenaeus reports; 11 who adds, that Empedocles 
of Agrigenturn, naving conquered in the Same games, 
and not having it in his power, being a Pythagorean, 
to regale the people with flesh or fish, caused an ox to 
be made of a paste, composed of myrrh, incense, and 
all sorts of spices, of which pieces were given to all 
who were present. 

One of the most honourable privileges granted to 
the athletic victors, was the right of precedency at the 
public games. At Sparta it was the custom for the 
king to take them with him in military expeditions, to 
fight near his person, and to be his guard,—which, 
with reason, was judged very honourable. Another 
privilege, in whicn advantage was united w'ith honour, 
was that of being maintained for the rest of their lives 
at the expense of their country. That this expense 
might not become too chargeable to the state, 12 Solon 
reduced the pension of a victor in the Olympic games 
to five hundred drachmas; 13 in the Isthmian to a hun¬ 
dred; 14 and the rest in proportion. The victor and 
his country considered this pension less as a relief of 
the champion’s indigence, than as a mark of honour 
and distinction. They were also exempted from all 
civil offices and employments. 
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PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


The celebration of the games being over, one of the 
first cares of the magistrates, who presided in then), 
was to inscribe, in the public register, the name and 
country of the Athletic who had carried the prizes, and 
to annex the species of combat in which they had been 
victorious. The chariot-race had the preference to all 
other games. Hence the historians, who date occur* 
rences by the Olympiads, as Thucydides, Dionysius 
of Halicarnassus, Diodorus Siculus, and Pausanias, 
almost always express the Olympiad by the name and 
country of the victors in that race. 

The praises of the victorious Athletic were amongst 
the Greeks one of the principal subjects of their lyric 
poetry. We find that all the odes of the four books 
of Pindar turn upon it, each of which takes its title 
from the games in which the combatants signalized 
themselves, whose victories those poems celebrate. 

,The poet, indeed, frequently enriches his matter, by 
calling in to the champion’s assistance, incapable 
alone of inspiring all the enthusiasm necessary, the 
aid of the gods, heroes, and princes, who have any re¬ 
lation to his subject: and to support the (lights of ima- 
ination, to which he abandons himself. Before Pin- 
ar, the poet Simonides practised the same manner of 
writing, intermingling tne praises of the gods and he¬ 
roes with those of the champions whose victories he 
sang. It is related upon this head, 1 that one of the 
victors in boxing, called Scopas, having agreed with 
Simonides for a poem upon his victory, the poet, ac¬ 
cording to custom, after having given the highest 
praises to the champion, expatiated in a long digres¬ 
sion to the honour of Castor and Pollux. Scopas, 
satisfied in appearance with the performance of Simo¬ 
nides, paid inm, however, onh r the third part of the 
sum agreed on, referring him for the remainder to the 
Tyndaridae, whom he had celebrated so well. And in 
fact he was well paid by them, if we may believe the 
sequel; for, at the feast given by the champion, whilst 
the guests were at table, a servant came to Simonides, 
and told him, that two men, covered with dust and 
sweat, were at the door, and desired to speak with 
him in all haste. He had scarce set his foot out of the 
chamber, in order to go to them, when the roof fell in, 
and crushed the champion, with all his guests, to death. 

Sculpture united with poetry to perpetuate the fame 
of the champions. Statues were erected to the victors, 
especially in the Olympic games, in the very place 
where they had been crowned, and sometimes in that 
of their birth also; which was commonly done at the 
expense of their country. Amongst the statues which 
adorned Olympia, were those of several children of 
ten or twelveyears old, who had obtained the prize at 
that age in the Olympic games. They did not only 
raise such monuments to the champions, but to the 
very horses to whose swiftness they were indebted for 
the Agonistic crown: and Pausanias 2 mentions one, 
which was erected in honour of a mare, called Aura, 
whose history is worth repeating. Phidolas her rider, 
having fallen off in the beginning of the race, the mare 
continued to run in the same manner as if he had been 
upon her back. She outstripped all the rest; and 
upon the sound of the trumpets, which was usual 
towards the end of the race to animate the competitors, 
she redoubled her vigour and courage, turned round 
the goal; and, as if she had been sensible that she 
had gained the victory, presented herself before the 
judges of the games. The Eleans declared Phidolas 
victor, with permission to erect a monument to him¬ 
self, and the mare that had served him so well. 

The different taste off the Greeks and Romans , in 
regard to the Public Shows . 

Before I make an end to these remarks upon the 
combats and games so much in estimation amongst 
the Greeks, I beg the reader’s permission to make a 
reflection, that may serve to explain the difference of 
character between the Greeks and Romans with 
regard to this subject. 

The most common entertainment of the latter, at 
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which the fair sex, by nature tender and compassion¬ 
ate, were present in throngs, was the combat of the 
gladiators, and of men with bears and lions; in which 
the cries of the wounded and dying,and the abundant 
cflusion of human blood, supplied a grateful spectacle 
for a whole people, who feasted their cruel eyes with 
the savage pleasure of seeing men murder one ano¬ 
ther in cold blood; and in the times of the persecu¬ 
tions, witli the tearing in pieces of old men and in¬ 
fants, of women and tender virgins, whose age and 
weakness, are apt to excite compassion in the hardest 
hearts. 

In Greece these combats were absolutely unknown, 
and were only introduced into some cities after their 
subjection to the Roman people. The Athenians,® 
however, whose distinguishing characteristics were 
benevolence and humanity, never admitted them into 
their city; and when it was proposed to introduce the 
combats of the gladiators, that they might not be out¬ 
done by the Corinthians in that point, “First throw 
down,” cried out an Athenian * 4 * from the midst of the 
assembly, “throw down the altar, erected above a 
thousand years ago by our ancestors to Mercy.” 

It mint be allowed that in this respect the conduct 
and wisdom of the Greeks were infinitely superior to 
that of the Romans. I speak of the wisdom of Pagans. 
Convinced that the multitude, too much governed by 
the objects of sense to be sufficiently amused and 
entertained with the pleasures of the understanding, 
could be delighted only with sensible objects, both 
nations were studious to divert them with games and 
shows, and such external contrivances as were proper 
to affect the senses; in the institution of which, each 
evinced and followed its peculiar inclination and dis¬ 
position. 

The Romans, educated in war, and accustomed to 
battle, always retained,notwithstanding the politeness 
upon which they piqued themselves, something of 
their ancient ferocity; and thence it was, that the 
effusion of blood, and the murders exhibited in their 
public shows, far from inspiring them with horror, 
formed a grateful entertainment to them. 

The insolent pomp of triumphs flowed from the 
same source, and argued no less inhumanity. To 
obtain this honour, it was necessary to prove, that 
eight or ten thousand men had been killed in battle. 
The spoils, which were carried with so much ostenta¬ 
tion, proclaimed, that an infinity of worthy families 
had been reduced to the utmost misery. The innu¬ 
merable troop of captives had been free persons a few 
days before, and were often distinguishable for honour, 
merit, and virtue. The representation of the town3 
that had been taken in the war, explained that they 
had sacked, plundered, and burnt, the most opulent 
cities; and had either destroyed or enslaved their 
inhabitants. In short, nothing was more inhuman, 
than to drag kings and princes in chains before the 
chariot of a Roman citizen, and to insult their misfor¬ 
tunes and humiliation in that public manner. 

The triumphal arches, erected under the emperors, 
where the enemies appeared with chains upon their 
hands and legs, could proceed only from a haughty 
fierceness of disposition, and an inhuman pride, that 
took delight in immortalizing the shame and sorrow 
of subjected nations. 

The joy of the Greeks after a victory 6 was far more 
modest. They erected trophies, indeed, but of wood, 
a substance of no long duration, which time would 
soon consume; and these it was prohibited to renew. 
Plutarch’s reason for this is admirable. 6 After time 
had destroyed and obliterated the marks of dissension 
and enmity that had divided nations, it would have 
been the excess of odious and barbarous animosity to 
have thought of re-establishing them, to perpetuate the 
remembrance of ancient quarrels, which could not be 
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buried too soon in silence and oblivion. He adds, that 
the trophies of stone and brass, since substituted to 
those of wood, reflect no honour upon those who in¬ 
troduced the custom. 

I i am pleased with the grief depicted on Age- 
silaus’s countenance, after a considerable victory, 
wherein a great number of his enemies, that is to say, 
of Greeks, were left upon the field, and to hear him 
utter, with sighs and groans, these words, so full of 
moderation and humanity: “ Oh, unhappy Greece, to 
deprive thyself of so many brave citizens, and to de¬ 
stroy those who had been sufficient to have conquered 
all the Barbarians!” 

The same spirit of moderation and humanity pre¬ 
vailed in the public shows of the Greeks. Their fes¬ 
tivals had nothing mournful or afflictive in them. 
Every thing in those feasts tended to delight, friend¬ 
ship, and harmony; and in that consisted one of the 
greatest advantages which resulted to Greece from 
the solemnization of these games. The republics, se¬ 
parated by distance of country and diversity of inte¬ 
rest, having the opportunity of meeting from time to 
time, in the. same place, and in the midst of rejoicing 
and festivity, allied themselves more strictly with one 
another, stimulated each other against the Barbarians 
and the common enemies of their liberty, and made 
up their differences by the mediation of some neutral 
state in alliance with them. The same language, 
manners, sacrifices, exercises, and worship, all con¬ 
spired to unite the several little states of Greece into 
one great and formidable nation; and to preserve 
amongst them the same disposition, the same princi¬ 
ples, the same zeal for their liberty, and the same fond¬ 
ness for the arts and sciences. 

Of the Prizes of JVit, and the Shows and Representa¬ 
tions of the Theatre . 

I have reserved, for the conclusion of this head, 
another kind of competition, which does not at all 
depend upon the strength, activity, and address of 
the body, and may be called with reason the combat 
of the mind: wherein the orators, historians, and po¬ 
ets, made trial of their capacities, and submitted their 
productions to the censure and judgment of the pub¬ 
lic. The emulation in this sort ofdispute was so much 
the more lively and ardent, as the victory in question 
might justly be deemed to be infinitely superior to all 
others, because it affects the man more nearly, is 
founded on his personal and internal qualities, and 
decided upon the merit of his intellectual capacity ; 
which are advantageswe are apt to aspire after with 
the utmost vivacity and passion, and of which we are 
least of all inclined to renounce the glory to others. 

It was a great honour, and at the same time a most 
sensible pleasure, for writers, who are generally fond 
of fame and applause, to have known how to unite in 
their favour the suffrages of so numerous and select 
an assembly as that of the Olympic games; in which 
were present all the finest geniuses of Greece, and 
all who were most capable of judging of the excel¬ 
lency of a work. This theatre was equally open to 
history, eloquence, and poetry. 

Herodotus 2 read his history at the Olympic games 
to all Greece, assembled at them, and was heard with 
such applause, that the names of the nine Muses were 
given to the nine books which compose his work, and 
the people cried out wherever he passed, “ That is he, 
who has written our history, and celebrated our glo¬ 
rious successes against the Barbarians so excellently. 

All who had been present at the games, caused af¬ 
terward every part of Greece to resound with the 
name and glory of this illustrious historian. 

Lucian, who writes the fact which I have related, 
adds, that after the example of Herodotus, many of 
the sophists and rhetoricians went to Olympia, to 
read the harangues of their composing; finding that 
the shortest and most certain method of acquiring a 
great reputation in a little time. 

Plutarch 3 observes, that Lysius, the'famous Athe¬ 
nian orator, contemporary with Herodotus, pro¬ 


1 Plut. in Lacmt. Apophthegm. p. 211. 

* Lucian, in Herod p. 622. 3 Flut. de vit. Orat. p. 836. 


nounced a speech in the Olympic games, wherein he 
congratulated the Greeks upon their reconciliation 
with each other, and their having united to reduce 
the power of Dionysius the Tyrant, as upon the great¬ 
est action they had ever done. 

We 4 may judge of the eagerness of the poets to 
signalize themselves in these solemn games, from that 
ot Dionysius himself. That prince, who had the 
foolish vanity to believe himself the most excellent 
poet of his time, appointed readers, called in Greek, 
([rhapsodists ,) to read several pieces of his 
composing at Olympia. When they began to pro¬ 
nounce the verses of the royal poet, the strong and 
harmonious voices of the readers occasioned a pro¬ 
found silence, and they were heard at first with the 
greatest attention, which continually decreased as 
they went on, and turned at last into downright horse¬ 
laughs and hooting; so miserable did the verses ap¬ 
pear. He 5 comfoi'ted himself for this disgrace by a 
victory he gained some time after in the feast of Bac¬ 
chus at Athens, in which he caused a tragedy of his 
composition to be represented. 

The disputes of the poets in the Olympic games 
were nothing in comparison with the ardour and emu¬ 
lation that prevailed at Athens; which is what re¬ 
mains to be said upon this subject, and therefore I 
shall conclude with it, taking occasion to give my rea¬ 
ders, at the same time, a short view of the shows and 
representations of the theatre of the ancients. Those 
who would be more fully informed on this subject, will 
find it treated at large in a work lately made public 
by the reverend Father Brumoi, the Jesuit; a work 
which abounds with profound knowledge and erudi¬ 
tion, and with reflections entirely new, deduced from 
the nature of the poems of which it treats. I shall 
make considerable use of that piece, and often with¬ 
out citing it; which is not uncommon with me. 
Extraordinary Fondness of the Athenians for the 

Entertainments of the Stage . Emulation of the 

Poets in disputing the Prizes in those Representa¬ 
tions. A short Idea of Dramatic Poetry . 

No people ever expressed so much ardour and ea¬ 
gerness for the entertainments of the theatres as the 
Greeks, and especially the Athenians. The reason is 
obvious; as no people ever demonstrated such extent 
of genius, nor carried so far the love of eloquence and 
poesy, taste for the sciences, justness of sentiments, 
elegance of ear, and delicacy in all the refinements of 
language. A 6 poor woman who sold herbs at Athens, 
discovered Theophrastus to be a stranger, by a single 
word which he affectedly made use of in expressing 
himself. The common people got the tragedies of 
Euripides by heart. The genius of every nation ex¬ 
presses itself in the people’s manner of passing their 
time, and in their pleasures. The great employment 
and delight of the Athenians were to amuse them¬ 
selves with tvorks of wit, and to judge of the drama¬ 
tic pieces, that were acted by public authority several 
times a-year, especially at the feasts of Bacchus, when 
the tragic and comic poets disputed for the prize. 
The former used to present four of their pieces at a 
time; except Sophocles, who did not think fit to con¬ 
tinue so laborious an exercise, and confined himself 
to one performance, when he disputed the prize. 

The state appointed judges, to determine upon the 
merit of the tragic or comic pieces, before they were 
represented in the festivals. They were acted before 
them in the presence of the people; but undoubtedly 
with no great preparation. The judges gave their 
suffrages, and that performance, which had the most 
voices, was declared victorious, received the crown 
as such, and was represented with all possible pomp at 
the expense of the republic. This did not, however, 
exclude such pieces, as were only in the second or 
third class. The best had not always the preference; 
for what times have been exempt from party, caprice, 
ignorance, and prejudice? iElian 7 is very angry with 
the judges, who, in one of these disputes, gave only 

* Diod. 1. xiv. p. 313. 1 Diod. 1. xv. p. 3S1. 

6 Attica anus Theophrastum, hominem alioqui desertis- 
simum, annotate unius aflfcctatione verbi, hospitem dixit. 

Quint. 1. viii. c. 1. * * iElian, 1. ii. c. 8, 
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the second place to Euripides. ~ He accuses them of 
judging either without capacity, or of suffering them¬ 
selves to be bribed. It is easy to conceive the warmth 
and emulation which these disputes and public re¬ 
wards excited amongst the poets, and how much they 
contributed to the perfection to which Greece car¬ 
ried dramatic performances. 

The dramatic poem introduces the persons them¬ 
selves, speaking and acting upon the stage: in the 
epic, on the contrary, the poet only relates the dif¬ 
ferent adventures of his characters. It is natural to 
be delighted with fine descriptions of events, in which 
illustrious persons and whole nations are interested; 
and hence the epic poem had its origin. But we are 
quite differently affected with hearing those persons 
themselves, with being the confidants of their most 
secret sentiments, and auditors and spectators of their 
resolutions, enterprise?, and the happy or unhappy 
events attending them. To read and* see an action, 
are quite different things ; we are infinitely more 
moved with what is acted, than with what we merely 
read. Our eyes as well as our minds are addressed at 
the same time. The spectator, agreeably deceived by 
an imitation so nearly approaching life, mistakes the 
picture for the original, and 'thinks the object real. 
This gave birth to dramatic poetry, which includes 
tragedy and comedy. 

To these may be added the satyric poem, which 
derives its name from the satyrs, rural gods, who were 
always the chief characters in it; and not from the 
satire , a kind of abusive poetry, which has no resem¬ 
blance to this, and is of a much later date. The 
satyric poem was neither tragedy nor comedy, but 
something between both, participating of the charac¬ 
ter of each. The poets, who disputed the prize, gene- 
rall} r added one or these pieces to their tragedies, to 
allay the gravity and solemnity of the one, with the 
mirth and pleasantry of the other. There is but one 
example of this ancient poem come down to us, which 
is the Cyclops of Euripides. 

I shall confine myself upon this head to tragedy and 
comedy; both which had their origin amongst the 
Greek?, who looked upon them as fruits of their own 
growth, of which they could never have enough. 
Athens was remarkable for an extraordinary appetite 
of this kind. These two poems, which were for a 
long time comprised under the general name of tra¬ 
gedy, received there b}' degrees such improvements, 
as at length raised them to their highest perfection. 

The Origin and Progress of Tragedy. Poets who 
excelled in it at Athens ; JEschylus , Sophocles , 
and Euripides. 

There had been many tragic and comic poets be¬ 
fore Thespis; but as they had made no alterations in 
the original rude form of this poem, and as Thespis 
was the first that made any improvement in it, he was 
generally esteemed its inventor. Before him, tragedy 
was no more than a jumble of buffoon tales in the 
comic style, intermixed with the singing of a chorus 
in praise of Bacchus; for it is to the feasts of that god, 
celebrated at the time of the vintage, that tragedy 
owes its birth. 

La tragedic, informe et grossierc cn naissant, 

N’dtoit fi’tioii simple choeur, on chacun en dansant, 

El du (lieu dea raisins ontonnant les louanges, 

S'effergoit d’attirer dc fertilcs vendanges, 

La, !e vin et la joie evcillant les esprits, 

Du plus habile chantre un boue 6toit le prix. 

Boileau , Art. Poet, chant, iil. 
Formless and gross did tragedy arise. 

A simple chorus, rather mad than wise. 

For fruitful vintages the dancing throng 
Bear'd to the god of grapes a drunken song: 

Wild mirth and wine sustain’d the frantic note, 

And the best singer had the prize, a goat. 

Thespis made several, alterations in it, which Ho¬ 
race describes aftefr Aristotle, in his Art of Poetry. 
The first, ' was to carry his actors about in a cart, 


1 Ignntom trafficae genus inver»issc camoen* 

Dicitor, et plaoslris vexisse pocmatn Thespis, 

Quaj cancrent agercntquc peruncti ficcibua ora. 

Nor. de Art. Poet. 


whereas before they used to sing in the streets, wher¬ 
ever chance led them. Another was to have their 
faces smeared over with wine-lees, instead of acting 
without disguise, as at first. He also introduced a 
character among the chorus, who, to give the actors 
time to rest themselves and to take breath, repeated 
the adventures of some illustrious person; which re¬ 
cital, at length, gave place to the subjects of tragedy. 

Thespis fut le premier, qoi barbouille de lie, 

Prnmena par les bourgs cettc hcureusc folic, 

Et d’actours mal ornCs chargeant on tombercau, 

Amusa les persons d’un spectacle nouveau. 

Boileau , Art . Poet, chant, lii. 
First Thespis, smear’d with Ices, and void of art, 

The grateful folly vented from a cart; 

Anil as those tawdry actors drove about, 

The sight was new, and charm’d the gaping rout. 

Thespis 2 lived in the time of Solon. 

That wise legislator, upon seeing his A. M. 3140. 
pieces performed, expressed his cl is- Ant. J. C. 56-1. 
like, by striking his staff' against the 
ground ; apprehending that these poetical fictions, 
and idle stories, from mere theatrical representations 
would soon become matters of importance, and have 
too great a share in all public and private affairs. 

It is not so easy to invent, as to Im¬ 
prove the inventions of others. The A. M. 3464. 
alterations Thespis made in tragedy, Ant. J. C. 540. 
gave room for iEschylus to make 
new and more considerable of his own. He was born 
at Athens, in the first year of the sixtieth Olympiad. 
He took upon him the profession of arms, at a time 
when the Athenians reckoned almost as many heroes 
as citizens. He was at the battles of Marathon, Sa¬ 
lami®, and Plataea, where he did his duty. .But his 
disposition called him elsewhere, and put him upon 
entering into another course, where 
no less glory was to be acquired; and A. M. 3514. 
where he was soon without any com- Ant. J. C.490. 
petitors. As a superior genius, he 
took upon him to reform, or rather to create tragedy 
anew; of which he has, in consequence, been always 
acknowledged the inventor and father. Father Bru- 
mio, in a desertation which abounds with wit and 
good sense, explains the manner in which dSschyius 
conceived the true idea of tragedy from Homer’s epic 
poems. The. poet himself used to say, that his works 
were the remnants of the feasts given by Homer in 
the Iliad and Odyssey. 

Tragedy, therefore, took a new form under him. 
He gave masks 3 to his actors, adorned them with 
robes and trains, and made them wear buskins. In¬ 
stead of a cart he erected a theatre of a moderate ele¬ 
vation, and entirely changed their style; which from 
being merry and burlesque, as at first, became ma¬ 
jestic and serious. 

Eschyle dans le cheer jotta les personages : 

D‘uu masque plus hnnnete hahilla les visages : 

Sur les ais ct’on theatre en public exhaiis-se 
Fit paroitre 1’acteur d’on brodeqoin chauss6. 

Boileau. Art. Poet. 

From JEschylns the choros learnt new grace : 

He veil’d with decent masks the actor’s face, 

Taught him in buskins first to tread the stage, 

And raised a theatre to please the age. 

But that was only the external part or body of tra¬ 
gedy. Its soul, which was the most important and 
essential addition ofiEschylus, consisted in the viva¬ 
city and sptritof the action, sustained by the dialogue 


When Thespis first exposed the tragic Muse, 

Rude were the actors, and a cart the scene, 

Where ghastly faces, smear’d with lees of wine, 
Frighted the children, and amused iho crowd. 

Roscom. Art. of Pod 

a Plot, in Solon, p. 95. 

» Post hunc personae pallaeque repertor hnnestre 
Aeschylus, ct modicis inslravit polpila tignis, 

Et docuit magnomque loqui, nilique cothuruo. 

Nor. de Art. Poet . 

This JEsrbylos (with indignation) saw, 

And built a stage, found out a decent dress, 

Brought vizards in, a civiler disguise, 

And taught men hew to speak and howto act. 

Roscom. Art, Pod. 
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of the persons of the drama, introduced by him—in 
the artful working up of the stronger passions, espe- 
ciallj- of terror and pity, which, by alternately afflict¬ 
ing and agitating the soul with mournful or terrible 
objects, produce a grateful pleasure and delight from 
that very trouble and emotion—in the choice of a sub¬ 
ject, great, noble, interesting, and contained within 
due bounds by the unity of time, place, and action: 
in short, it is the conduct and disposition of the whole 
piece, which, by the order and harmony of its parts, 
and the happy connection of its incidents and in¬ 
trigues, holds the mind of the spectator in suspense 
till the catastrophe, and then restores him his tran¬ 
quillity, and dismisses him with satisfaction. 

The chorus had been established before iEschylus, 
as it composed alone, or next to alone, what was then 
called tragedy. He did not therefore exclude it, hut 
on the contrary, thought fit to incorporate it, to sing 
as chorus between the acts. Thus it supplied the in¬ 
terval of resting, and was a kind of person of the 
drama, employed 1 either in giving useful advice, and 
salutary instructions, in espousing the party of inno¬ 
cence and virtue, in being the depository of secrets, 
and the avenger of violated religion, or in sustaining 
all those characters at the same time, according to 
Horace. The coryphaeus, or principal person of the 
chorus, spoke for the rest. 

In one of iEschylus’s pieces, called the Eumenides, 
the poet represents Orestes at the bottom of the stage, 
surrounded by the furies, laid asleep by Apollo. Their 
figure must have been extremely horrible, as it is re¬ 
lated, that upon their waking and appearing tumul¬ 
tuously on the theatre, where they were to act as a 
chorus, some women miscarried with the surprise, and 
several children died of the fright. The chorus at 
that time consisted of fifty actors. After this acci¬ 
dent, it was reduced to fifteen by an express law, and 
at length to twelve, 

I have observed, that one of the alterations made 
by JEschylus in tragedy, was the mask worn by his 
actors. These dramatic masks had no resemblance 
to ours, which only cover the face, but were a kind 
of case for the whole head, and which, besides the 
features, represented the beard, the hair, the ears, and 
even the ornaments used by women in their head¬ 
dresses. These masks varied according to the differ- 
ent pieces that were acted. The subject is treated at 
large in a dissertation of M. Boindin’s, inserted in the 
Memoirs of the Academy nf Belles Letlres. 2 

I could never comprehend, as I have observed, 3 in 
speaking of pronunciation, how masks came to con¬ 
tinue so long upon the stageof the ancients; for cer¬ 
tainly they could not be used, without considerably 
deadening the spirit of the action, which is princi¬ 
pally expressed in the countenance, the seat and mir¬ 
ror of what passes in the soul. Does it not often 
happen, that the blood, according as it is put in motion 
by different passions, sometimes covers the face with 
a sudden and modest blush, sometimes inflames it with 
the heat of rage and fury, sometimes retires, leaving 
it pale with fear, and at others diffuses a calm and 
amiable serenity over it? All these affections are 
strongly imaged and distinguished in the lineaments 
of the face. The mask deprives the features of this 

1 Actoris partes chorus officiumque virile 
Dofendat, ncu quid medios intereinat actus, 

Quod non propusito eonducat, et haereal apte. 

Illc bonis faveatque, et eoucilictur amicis, 

Et regat iratos, et amet peccare limentes, 
tile dapos laudet mens® brevis ; ille salubrcm 
Justiliam, legesque, et apertis otia portis. 

Ille tegat commissa, deosque preeetur etoret, 

Ut redeat miseris, abeat fortuna superbis. 

Hor. de Art, Poet, 

The chorus should supply what action wants, 

And hath a generous and manly part; 

Bridles wild rage, loves rigid honesty, 

And strict observance of impartial laws, 

Sobriety, security, and peace, 

And begs the godsto turn blind Fortune’s wheel, 

To raise the wretched, and pull down the proud; 

But nothing must he sung between the acts, 

But what someway conduces to the plot. 

Rosccm. Art. of Poetry translat. 

4 Vol. iv. a Mauner of Teaching, vol. iv. 


energetic language, and of that life and soul, by which 
it is the faithful interpreter of all the sentiments of the 
heart. I do not wonder, therefore, at Cicero’s re¬ 
mark upon the action of Roscius. 4 “ Our ancestors,” 
says he, “ were better judges than we are. They 
could not wholly approve even Roscius himself whilst 
he performed in a mask.” 

iEschylus was in the sole possession of the glory of 
the stage, with almost every voice in his favor, when 
a young rival made his appearance to dispute the 
palm with him. This was Sophocles. 

He was born at Colonos, a town in A. M. 3509. 
Attica, in the second year of the Ant. J. C.495. 
seventy-first Olympiad. His father 
was a blacksmith, or one M ho kept people of that 
trade to work for him. His first essay was a master¬ 
piece. When, upon the occasion of Cimon’s having 
found the bones of Theseus, and their being brought 
to Athens, a dispute between the tragic poets "was ap¬ 
pointed, Sophocles entered the lists 
with JEschyius, and carried the prize A. M. 3534. 
against him. The ancient victor, Ant. .T. C. 470. 
laden till then with the wreaths he 
had acquired, believed them all lost by failing of the 
last, and withdrew in disgust into Sicily to king 
Iliero, the protcetnrand patron of all the learned in 
disgrace at Athens. He died there soon after in a 
very singular manner, if we may believe Suidas. As 
he lay asleep in the fields, with his head bare, an ea¬ 
gle, taking his bald crown for a stone, let a tortoise 
fall upon it, which killed him. Of ninety, or at least 
seventy tragedies, composed by him, only seven are 
now extant. 

Nor have those of Sophocles escaped the injury of 
time better, though one hundred and seventeen in 
number, and according to some, one hundred and 
thirty. He retained to extreme old age all the force 
and vigour of Ids genius, as appears from a circum¬ 
stance in his history. His children, unworthy of so 
great a father, upon pretence that he had lost his 
senses, summoned him before the judges, in order to 
obtain a decree, that his estate might be taken from 
him, and put into their hands. He made no other de¬ 
fence. than to read a tragedy he was at that time com¬ 
posing, called CE dipus al Colonos , with which the 
judges were so charmed, that he carried his cause 
unanimously; and his children, detested by the whole 
assembly, got nothing by their suit, but the shame and 
infamy due to so flagrant ingratitude. 1 le was twenty 
times crowned victor. Some say lie expired re¬ 
peating his Antigone, for want of power to recover 
lis breath, after a violent endeavour to pronounce a 
long period to the end; others, that he died of joy 
upon his being declared victor, contrary to his ex¬ 
pectation. The figure of a hive was plaeed upon his 
tomb, to perpetuate the name of Bee, which had been 
given him, from the sweetness of his verses: whence 
it is probable, the notion was derived of the bees 
having settled upon his lips, when in his cradle. He 
died in his ninetieth year, the fourth 
of the ninety-third Olympiad, after A. M. 3599. 
having survived Euripides six years, Ant. J. C. 405. 
who was not so old as himself. 

The latter was born in the first year 
of the seventy-fifth Olympiad, at Sala- A. M. 3524. 
mis, whither his father Mnesarchus Ant. J. C. 480 
and mother Clito had retired, when 
Xerxes was preparing for his great expedition against 
Greece. He applied himself at first to philosophy, 
and, amongst others, had the celebrated Anaxagoras 
for his master. But the danger incurred by that great 
man, who was very near being made the victim of his 
philosophical tenets, inclined him to the study of po¬ 
etry. He discovered in himself a genius for the dra¬ 
ma, unknown to him at first; and employed it with 
such success, that he entered the lists with the great 
masters of whom we have been speaking. II is 5 works 
sufficiently denote his profound application to philo- 

* Quo melius nostri illi senes, qui personatum, no Ros- 
cium quidem, magnopere laudabant. Lib. iii. de Orat. n. 
221 

s Senteniiis densus, ot in iis quae a sapientibus sunt pen?, 
ipsis est par. Qvinlil. 1. x. c. ]. 
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sophy. They abound with excellent maxims of mo¬ 
rality: and it is in that view that Socrates in his lime, 
and Cicero. 1 long after him, set so high a value upon 
Euripides. 

One cannot sufficient!}' admire the extreme delicacy 
expressed by the Athenian audience on certain occa¬ 
sions, and their solicitude to preserve the reverence 
due to morality, virtue, decency, and justice. It is 
surprising to observe the warmth with which they 
unanimously reproved whatever seemed inconsistent 
with them, and called the poet to an account for it, 
notwithstanding his having a well-founded excuse, as 
he had given such sentiments only to persons notori¬ 
ously vicious, and actuated by the most unjust pas¬ 
sions. 

Euripides had put into the mouth of Bellerophon a 
pompous panegyric upon riches, which concluded 
with this thought: “Riches are the supreme good of 
the human race, and with reason excite the admira¬ 
tion of the gods and men.” The whole theatre cried 
out against these expressions ; and he would have 
been banished directly, if he had not desired the sen- 
teoce to be respited till the conclusion of the piece, 
m which the advocate for riches perished miserably. 

He was indanger of in curring serious inconveni¬ 
ences from an answer he puts into the mouth of 
Hyppolytus. Thcedra’s nurse represented to him, 
that he nad engaged himself under an inviolable oath 
to keep her secret. “My tongue, it is true, pro¬ 
nounced that oath,” replied he, “ but my heart gave 
no consent to it.” This frivolous distinction appear¬ 
ed to the whole people, as an express contempt of the 
religion and sanctity of an oath, that tended to banish 
ell sincerity and good faith from society and the in¬ 
tercourse of life. 

Another maxim 2 3 * advanced by Eteocles in the tra¬ 
gedy called the Phoenicians, and which Caesar had 
always in his mouth, is no less pernicious: “ If justice 
may be violated at all, it is when a throne is jn ques¬ 
tion; in other respects, let it be duly revered.” It is 
highly criminal in Eteocles, or rather in Euripides, 
says Cicero, to make an exception in that very point 
wherein such violation is the highest crime that can 
be committed. Eteocles is a tyrant, and speaks like 
a tyrant, who vindicates his unjust conduct by a false 
maxim; and it is not strange that Caesar, who was a 
tyrant by nature, and equally unjust, should lay great 
stress upon the sentiments of a prince whom he so 
much resembled. But what is remarkable in Cicero, 
is his falling upon the poet himself, and imputing to 
him as a crime, the having advanced so pernicious a 
principle upon the stage. 

Lycurgus, a the orator, who lived in the time of 
Philip and Alexander the Great, to re-animate the 
spirit of the tragic poets, caused three statues of brass 
to be erected, in the name of the people, to ^schy- 
lus, Sophocles, and Euripides; and having ordered 
their works to be transcribed, he appointed them to 
be carefully preserved amongst the public archives, 
from whence they were taken from time to time to be 
read; the players not being permitted to represent 
them on the stage. 

The reader expects, no doubt, after what has been 
said relating to the three poets, who invented, im¬ 
proved, and carried tragedy to its perfection, that I 
should point out the peculiar excellencies of their 
style and character. For that I must refer to Father 
Brumoi, who will do it much better than it is in my 
power. After having laid down, as an undoubted prin¬ 
ciple, that the epic poem, that is to say Homer, point¬ 
ed out the way for the tragic poets; and having de- 


t Cui (Euripidi) tu quantum credas nescio; ego certe 
eingulos ejus versus singula testinionia puto. Epist. viii. I. 

14. ad Famil. 

3 Ip«c autem socer (Caesar) in ore semper Graocos versus 

Euripidis de Phcenissi? hnbebat, quos dream ut poiero, in 

condite fortasse, sed lumen utres possit intelligi : 

Nam, si violandum est jus, rognandi gratia 
Violandum est; aliis rebus pietatem colas, 

Capitulis Eteocles, vel potius Euripides, qui id unura, quod 
omnium scelcatissimum fuerit, exceperit. Ojfic, 1. iii. n. 32. 

8 Plui. in vit. x. orat. p. 641, 
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monstraied, by reflections drawn from human nature, 
upon what principles and by what degrees, this happy 
imitation was conducted to its end; he goes on to 
describe the three poets above-mentioned, m the most 
lively and brilliant colours. 

Tragedy took at first from iEscbvlus, its inventor, 
a much more lofty style than the Iliad; that is, the 
magnum loqui mentioned by Horace. Perhaps JEs- 
ch} lus, who had a full conception of the grandeur of 
the language of tragedy, carried it too high. It is not 
Homer’s trumpet, but something more. His pom¬ 
pous, swelling, gigantic diction, resembles rather the 
beating of drums and the shouts of battle, than the 
noble harmony of the trumpets. The elevation and 
grandeur of Ins genius would not permit him to speak 
the language of other men, so that his muse seemed 
rather to walk in stilts, than in the buskins of his own 
invention. 

Sophocles understood much better the true excel¬ 
lence of the dramatic style: he therefore copies Ho¬ 
mer more closely, and blends in his diction that ho¬ 
neyed sweetness, from whence he was denominated 
the Bee, with a gravity that gives his tragedy the mo¬ 
dest air of a matron, compelled to appear in public 
with dignity, as Horace expresses it. 

The style of Euripides, though noble, is less removed 
from the familiar; and he seems to have affected ra¬ 
ther the pathetic and the elegant, than the nervous 
and the lofty. 

As Corneille, says Father Brumoi in another place, 
after having opened to himself a path entirely new 
and unknown to the ancient®, seems like an eagle tow f - 
eringin the clouds, from the sublimity, force, unbro¬ 
ken progress, and rapidity in his flight; and, as Ra¬ 
cine, in copying the ancients in a manner entirely his 
own, imitates the swan, that sometimes floats upon 
the air, sometimes rises, then falls again, with an ele¬ 
gance of motion, and a grace peculiar to herself; so 
Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, have each of 
them a particular characteristic and method. The 
first, as the inventor and father of tragedy, is like a 
torrent rolling impetuously over rocks, forests, and 
precipices; the second resembles a canal A w hich flows 
gently through delicious gardens; and the third a 
river, that does not follow its course in a continued 
line but loves to turn and wind his silver wave through 
flowery meads and rural scenes. 

This is the character which Father Brumoi gives of 
the three poets, to whom the Athenian stage was 
indebted for its perfection in tragedy. iEscbylus 5 
drew it out of its original chaos and confusion, and 
made it appear in sonic degree of lustre; but it still 
retained the rude unfinished air of things in their be¬ 
ginning, which are generally defective jn point of art 
and method. Sophocles and Euripides added infi¬ 
nitely to the dignity of tragedy. The style of the 
first, as has been observed, is more noble and majes¬ 
tic; of the latter more tender and pathetic; each per¬ 
fect in their way. In this diversity of character, it is 
difficult to decide which is most excellent. The 
learned have always been divided upon this head; as 
we are at this day, with respect to the two 6 * 8 poets of 
our own nation, whose tragedies have made our stage 
illustrious, and not inferior to that of Athens. 

I have observed, that the tender and pathetic dis¬ 
tinguishes the compositions of Euripides, of which 
Alexander of Pherae, the most cruel of tyrants was a 
proof. That barbarous man, upon seeing the Troades 
of Euripides acted, found himself so moved with it, 
that he quitted the theatre before the conclusion of 
the play; professing that he was ashamed to be seen 
in tears for the distress of Hecuba and Andromache, 


* I know not whether the idea nf a canal that flaws gently 
through delicious gardens, is well adapted tu designate iho 
character of Sophocles, which is peculiarly distinguished by 
nobleness, grandeur, and elevation. That of an impetuous 
and rapid stream, whose waves, from the violence of their 
motion, are loud, and to he heard afar oft] seems to me a 
more suitable image of that poet. 

* Tragandias primus in lucetn ^Eschylus protulit: subli* 
miset gravis, et grandiloquus stepe usque ad vitiumjsed 
rudis in plerisqueet incompositus. Quintil. 1. x. c. 3. 

6 Corneille and ftacine. 
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who had never shown the least compassion for his 
own citizens, of whom he had butchered such numbers. 

When I speak of the tender and pathetic, I would 
not be understood to mean a passion that softens the 
heart into effeminacy, and which, to our reproach, is 
almost alone, or at least more than any other passion, 
received upon qur stage, though rejected by the an¬ 
cients, and condemned by the nations around us of 
greatest reputation for their genius, and taste lor the 
sciences and polite learning. The two great princi¬ 
ples for moving the passions amongst the ancients, 
were terror ana pity. 1 AncI indeed, as we naturally 
refer every thing to ourselves, or our own particular 
interest, when we see persons of exalted rank or virtue 
sinking under great evils, the fear of the like misfor¬ 
tunes, with which we know that human life is on all 
sides invested, seizes upon us, and from a secret im¬ 
pulse of self love, we nnd ourselves sensibly affected 
with the distresses of others; besides which, the sha¬ 
ring a 2 common nature with the rest of our species, 
makes us sensible to whatever befalls them. Upon a 
close and attentive inquiry into those two passions, 
they will be fuund the mnst deeply inherent, active, 
extensive and general, affections of the soul; inclu¬ 
ding all orders of men, great and small, rich and poor, 
of w hatever age or condition. Hence the ancients, 
accustomed to consult nature, and to take her for their 
guide in all things, with reason conceived terror and 
compassion to be the soul of tragedy; and that those 
affections ought to prevail in it. The passion of love 
was in no estimation amongst them, and had seldom 
any' share in their dramatic pieces; though with us it 
is a received opinion, that they cannot be supported 
without it. 

It is worth our trouble to examine briefly in what 
manner this passion, which has always been deemed 
a weakness and a blemish in the greatest characters, 
got such footing* * upon our stage. Corneille, who was 
the first who brought the French tragedy to any per¬ 
fection, and whom all the rest have followed, found 
the whole nation enamoured with the perusal of ro¬ 
mances, and little disposed to admire any thing not 
resembling them. From the desire of pleasing his au¬ 
dience, who w ere at the same time his judges, he en¬ 
deavoured to move them in the manner they* had been 
accustomed to be affected; and, by introducing tove 
in his scenes, to bring them the nearer to the pre¬ 
dominant taste of the age for romance. From the 
same source arose that multiplicity of incidents, epi¬ 
sodes, and adventures, with which our tragic pieces 
are crowded and nbscured; so contrary to probability, 
which will not admit such a number of extraordinary 
and surprising events in the short space of fonr-aud- 
twenty nours; so contrary to the simplicity of ancient 
tragedy'; and so adapted to conceal, by the assem¬ 
blage of so many different objects, the sterility of the 
genius of a poet, more intent upon the marvellous 
than upon the probable and natural. 

Both the Greeks and Romans have preferred the 
iambic to the heroic verse in their tragedies; not only 
because the first has a kind of dignity better adapted 
to the stage, but, whilst it approaches nearer to prose, 
retains satficiently the air of poetry to please the ear: 
and yet has too little of it to put the audience in mind 
of the poet, who ought not to appear at all in repre¬ 
sentations, where other persons are supposed to speak 
and act. Monsieur Dacier makes a very just reflec¬ 
tion on this subject. He says, that it is the misfor¬ 
tune of our tragedy to have almost no other verse 
than what it has in common with epic poetry, elegy, 

f iastoral, satire, and comedy; whereas the learned 
anguages have a great variety ofversification. 

This inconvenience is highly' obvious in our trage¬ 
dy; which consequently is obliged to lose sight of 
nature and probability, as it obliges heroes, princes, 
kings, and queens, to express themselves in a pompous 
strain in their familiar conversation, which it would 
be ridiculous to attempt fe real life. The giving ut¬ 
terance to the most impetuous passions in a uniform 
Cadence, and by* hemistichs and rhymes, would un¬ 


* $a,3o£ xaci T\s op; 

a Homo sum : linmani nihil a me alienum puto. Ter. 


doubtedly be tedious and offensive to the ear, if the 
charms of poetry, the elegance of expression, and the 
spirit of sentiments, and perhaps, more than all of 
them, the resistless force of custom, had not in a man¬ 
ner subjected our reason,and spread a veil before our 
judgment. 

It was not chance, therefore, which suggested to the 
Greeks the use of iambics in their tragedy. Nature 
itself seems to have dictated that kind of verse to 
them. Instructed by the same unerring guide, they 
made choice of a different versification for the chorus, 
better adapted to the motions of the dance, and the 
variations of the song; because it was necessary for 
poetry here to shine out in all it 3 lustre, whilst the 
mere conversation between the real actors was sus¬ 
pended. The chorus was an embellishment of the 
representation, and a relaxation to the audience, and 
therefore required more exalted poetry and numbers 
to support it, when united, with music and dancing. 

Of the Old , Middle , and Mew Comedy. 

Whilst tragedy was thus rising to perfection at 
Athens, comedy*, the second species of dramatic poe¬ 
try, and which, till then, had been much neglected, 
began to be cultivated with more attention. Nature 
was the common parent of both. We are sensibly 
affected with the dangers,distresses,misfortunes, and, 
in a word, with whatever relates to the lives and con¬ 
duct of illustrious persons; and this gave birth to tra¬ 
gedy. And we are as curious to know the adventures 
conduct, and effects, of our equals; which “supply us 
with occasions of laughing, and being merry at the 
expense of others. Hence comedy derive? itself, 
which is properly an image of private life. It? design 
is to expose defects and vices upon the stage, and by 
affixing ridicule to them, to make them contemptible; 
and consequently*, to instruct by diverting. Ridicule, 
therefore (or, to express the same word by another, 
pleasantry,) ought to prevail in comedy. 

This species of entertainment took at different times 
three different forms at Athens, as well from thege- 
nious of the poets, as from the influences of the go¬ 
vernment, which occasioned various alterations in it. 

The old comedy, so called 3 by Horace, and which 
he dates after the time of iEschylus, retained some¬ 
thing of its original rudeness, and the liberty it had 
been used to take of throwing out coarse jests, and 
reviling the spectators from the cart of Thespis. 
Though it was become regular in its plan, and worthy 
of a great theatre, it had not learnt to be more re¬ 
served. It represented real transactions, with the 
names, dress, gestures, and likeness, in masks, of 
whomsoever it thought fit to sacrifice to the public 
derision. In a state where it was held good policy 
to unmask whatever earned the air of ambition, sin¬ 
gularity, or knavery, comedy* assumed the privilege 
to harangue, reform, and advise the people upon their 
most important interests. No one was spared in a 
city of so much liberty*, or rather licentiousness, as 
Atnens was at that time. Generals, magistrates, go¬ 
vernment, the very gods were abandoned to the poet’s 
satirical vein; and all was well received, provided the 
comedy was diverting, and the Attic salt not wanting. 

In one of these comedies, not only the priest 4 of 
Jupiter determines to quit his service, because no more 
sacrifices are offered to the god, but Mercury him¬ 
self comes, in a starving condition, to seek his fortune 
amongst mankind, and offers to serve as a porter, sut¬ 
ler, bailiff’, guide, door-keeper; in short, in any capa¬ 
city, rather than return to heaven. In another, 6 the 
same gods, reduced to the extremity of famine, from 
the birds having built a city in the air, whereby their 
provisions are cut off, and the smoke of incense and 
sacrifices prevented from ascending to heaven, depute 
three embassadors in the name of Jupiter to conclude 
a treaty of accommodation with the birds, upon such 
conditions as they shall approve. The chamber of 
audience, where the three famished gods are received, 
is a kitchen well stored with excellent game of all 


a Succcssit vetus his comcedianon sine multa 

Laiide. dfor. in Art. Poet. 

* Plutus, * The Birds 
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sorts. Hero Hercules, deeply smitten with the smell 
of roast meat, which he apprehends to be more ex¬ 
quisite and nutritious than that of incense, begs leave 
to make his abode, and to turn the spit, and assist the 
cook upon occasion. The other pieces of Aristo¬ 
phanes abound with strokes still more satirical and 
severe upon the principal divinities. 

I am not much surprised at the poet’s insultingthe 
gods, and treating them with the utmost contempt, 
as from them he had nothing to fear; but I cannot 
help wondering at his having brought the most illus¬ 
trious and powerful persons of Athens upon the stage, 
and presuming to attack the government itself with¬ 
out any manner of respect or reserve. 

Cleon having returned triumphant, contrary to the 
general expectation, from the expedition against 
Sphacteria, was looked upon by the people as the 
greatest captain of that age. Aristophanes, to set that 
bad man in a true light, who was the son of a tanner, 
and a tanner himself, and whose rise was owing solely 
to his temerity and impudence, was so bold as to 
make him the subject of a comedy, 1 without being 
awed by his power and influence : but he was obliged 
to play the part of Cleon himself, and appeared for 
the first time upon the stage in that character; not 
one of the comedians daring to represent it, nor to 
expose himself to the resentment of so formidable an 
euemy. His face was smeared over with wine lees; 
because no workman could be found, that would ven¬ 
ture to make a mask resembling Cleon, as was usual 
when persons were brought upon the stage. In this 
piece he reproached him with embezzling the public 
treasures, with a violent passion for bribes and pre¬ 
sents, with craft in seducing the people, and denies 
him the glory of the action at Spnacteria, which he 
attributes chiefly to the share his colleague had in it. 

In the Achamians , he accuses Lamachus of having 
beeo made general, rather by bribery than merit. He 
imputes to him his youth, inexperience, and idleness; 
at the same time that he, and many others, whom he 
covertly designates, convert to their own use the re¬ 
wards due only to valour and real services. He re¬ 
proaches the republic with their preference of the 
younger citizens to the elder, in the government of 
the state, and the command of their armies. He tells 
them plainly, that when peace shall be concluded, 
neither Cleonymus, Hyperbolus, nor many other such 
knaves, all mentioned by name, shall have any share 
in the public affairs; they being always ready to ac¬ 
cuse tneir fellow-citizens of crimes, and to enrich 
themselves by such informations. 

In his comedy called the Wasps , imitated by Ra¬ 
cine in his PlaidcurSy he exposes the mad passion of 
the people for prosecutions and trials at law, and the 
enormous injustice frequently committed in passing 
sentence and giving judgment. 

The poet, 2 concerned to see the republic obstinately 
bent upon the unhappy expedition to Sicily, endea¬ 
vours to excite in the people a thorough disgust for 
so ruinous a war, and to inspire them with the desire 
of a peace, as much the interest of the victors as the 
vanquished, after a war of several years’ duration, 
equally pernicious to each party, and capable of in¬ 
volving all Greece in ruin. 

None of Aristophanes’s pieces explains better his 
boldaess, in speaking upon the most delicate affairs of 
the state in the crowded theatre, than his comedy 
called Lysisirata . One of the principal magistrates 
of Athens had a wife of that name, who is supposed 
to have taken it into her head to compel Greece to 
conclude a peace. She relates, how,during the war, 
the women, inquiring of their husbands the result of 
their counsels, and whether they had not resolved to 
make peace with Sparta, received no answers but im¬ 
perious looks, and orders to inind their own business: 
that, however, they perceived plainly to wdiat a low 
condition the government declined: that they took 
the liberty to remonstrate mildly to their husbands 
upon the sad consequences of their rash determina¬ 
tions, but that their humble representations had no 
other effect than to offend and enrage them; that,at 


length, being confirmed by the general opinion of all 
Attica, that there were no longer any men in the state, 
nor heads for the administration ol affairs, their pa¬ 
tience being quite exhausted, the w'ornen had thought 
it proper and advisable to take the government upon 
themselves, and preserve Greece, whether it w r ouId or 
no, from the folly and madness of its resolves. “ For 
her part, she declares, that she has taken possession 
of the city, and treasury, in order,” says she, “ to 
prevent Pisander and his confederates, the four hun¬ 
dred administrators, from exciting troubles, accord¬ 
ing to their custom, and from robbing the public 
as usual.” (Was ever any thing so bold \) She goes 
on to prove, that the women only are capable of re¬ 
trieving affairs, by this burlesque argument; that ad¬ 
mitting things to be in such a state of perplexity and 
confusion, the sex, accustomed to untangling their 
threads, were the only persons to set them right 
again, as being best qualified with the necessary ad¬ 
dress, patience, and moderation. The Athenian po¬ 
litics are thus made inferior to those of the women, 
who are only represented in a ridiculous light, to turn 
the derision upon their husbands, who were engaged 
in the administration of the government. 

These extracts from Aristophanes, taken almost 
word for word from Father Brumoi, seemed to me 
very proper to give an insight into that poet’s cha¬ 
racter, and the genius of the ancient comedy, which 
was as we see, a satire of the most poignant and severe 
kind, that had assumed to itself an independency from 
respect to persons, and to which nothing was sacred. 
It is no wonder that Cicero condemns so licentious 
and uncurbed a liberty. 3 It might, he says, have 
been tolerable, had it attacked only bad citizens, and 
seditious orators, who endeavoured to raise commo¬ 
tions in the state, such as Cleon, Cleophon, and Hy- 
jerbolus: but when a Pericles, who for many years 
lad governed the commonwealth both in war and 
eace with equal wisdom and authority (he might 
ave added, and a Socrates, declared by Apollo the 
wisest of mankind) is brought upon the stage to be 
laughed at by the public, it is as if our PlautU3 or 
Nievius had attacked the Scipios, o>r Ctecilius had 
dared to revile Marcus Cato in his plays. 

That liberty is still more offensive to us, who are 
born and live under a monarchical government, which 
is far from being favourable to licentiousness. But 
without intending to justify the conduct of Aristopha¬ 
nes, which is certainly inexcusable, I think, to judge 
properly of it, would be necessary to lay aside the 
prejudices of birth, nations, and times, and to imagine 
we live in those remote ages, in a state purely demo- 
cratical. We must not fancy Aristophanes to have 
been a person of little consequence in his republic, as 
the comic writers generally are ia our days. The 
king of Persia had a very different idea of him. It is 
a known story, 4 that in audience of the Greek ambas¬ 
sadors, his first inquiry was after a certain comic po¬ 
et (meaning Aristophanes,) that put all Greece in mo¬ 
tion, and gave such effectual counsels against him. 
Aristophanes did that upon the stage, which Demos¬ 
thenes did afterward in the public assemblies. The 
poet’s reproaches were no less animated than the ora¬ 
tor’s. In his comedies he uttered the same sentiments 
as he had a right to deliver from the public rostrum. 
They were addressed to the same people, upon the 
same occasions of the state, the same means of success, 
and the same obstacles to their measures. In Athens, 
the whole people were the sovereign, and each of 
them had an equal share in the supreme authority. 
Upon this they were continually intent, were fond of 
discoursing upon it themselves, and of hearing the 
sentiments of others. The public affairs were the bu¬ 
siness of every individual; on which they were desi- 


3 Quem ilia non attigit, vel pot ms quem non vexavit ? 
Esto, popularcs homines. improbos, in remp. seditiosus Clo- 
oncm, Clcophontem, lljperbolum ltesjt: patlamur—Sed 
Perielem, cum jam sua? civitnli maxima aurtoritatc pluri- 
mos annos domi'et belli preefuisset, viulari versibus, et eoa 
am in sccna non plus decuit, quam si Plautus ouster volu- 
isset, aut Nffivius, P. etCn. Poipioni. aut CasciliusM. Cato- 
ni maledicerc. Ez.fragni. Cic. tie Rep. lib. iv. 

* Aristopli. in Acliarn. 


* The Kaights 


* The Peace. 
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rous of being fully informed, that they might know 
liow to conduct themselves on every occasion of war 
or peace, which frequently offered, and to decide upon 
their own, as well as upon the destiny of their allies 
or enemies. Hence rose the liberty taken by the 
comic poets, of discussing affairs of the state in’their 
performances. The people were so far from being 
offended at it, or at the manner in which those writers 
treated the principal persons of the state, that they 
conceived their liberty in some measure to consist in it. 

Three poets, 1 particularly excelled in the old come¬ 
dy; Eupolis, Cratinus, and Aristophanes, the last is 
the only one of them whose pieces have come down 
to us entire; and out of the great number which he 
composed, eleven are all that remain. He nourished 
in an age when Greece abounded with great men, 
and was contemporary with Socrates and Euripides, 
whom he survived. During the Peloponnesian war, 
he made his greatest figure; less as a w riter to amuse 
the people with his comedies, than as censor of the 
government retained to reform the state, and to be 
almost the arbiter of his country. 

He is admired for an elegance, poignancy, and hap¬ 
piness of expression, or, in a word, that Attic salt and 
spirit, to which the Roman language could never at¬ 
tain, and for 2 which Aristophanes is more remarkable 
than any other of the Greek authors. His particular 
excellence Avas raillery. None ever toucned what 
was ridiculous in the characters whom he wished to 
expose with such success, or knew better how to con¬ 
vey it in all its full force to others. But it would be 
necessary to have lived in his times, to be qualified to 
judge of this. The subtle salt and spirit of the an¬ 
cient raillery, according to Father Brunioi, is evapo¬ 
rated through length of time, and what remains of it 
is become fiat ancTinsipid to us; though the sharpest 
part will retain its vigour throughout all ages. 

Two considerable defects are justly imputed to this 

f >oet, which very much obscure, if not entirely efface, 
iis glory. These are, low buffoonery, and gross ob¬ 
scenity; and it has in vain been attempted to offer, in 
excuse for the first of these faults, the character of 
his audience; the bulk of which generally consisted 
of the poor, the ignorant, and dregs of the people, 
whom, however, it was as necessary to please, as the 
learned and the rich. The depraved taste of the lower 
order of people, which once banished Cratinus and 
his company, because his scenes were not grossly co¬ 
mic enough for them, is no excuse for Aristophanes, 
as Menander could find out the art of changing that 
grovelling taste, by introducing a species of comedy, 
not altogether so modest as Plutarch seems to insinu 
ate, yet much less licentious than any before his time. 

The gross obscenities with which all Aristophanes’s 
comedies abound, have no excuse; the}- only denote 
to what a pitch the libertinism of the spectators, and 
the depravity of the poet had proceeded. Had he 
even impregnated them with the utmost wit, which 
however is not the case, the privilege of laughing him¬ 
self, or of making others laugh, would have been too 
dearly purchased at the expense of decency and good 
manners- 3 And in this case it may well be said, that 
it were better to have no wit at all, than to make so 


x Eupolis, atque Cratinus, Ariatophanesque poetic, 

Atque alii, quorum eomoedia prisca virorum est, 

Si ques crat dignus describi, quod malus, aut fur, 
duod moechus foret,aut sic.arius,aut alioqui 
Famosus; multa cum libertate notabant. 

Hor. Sat. iv. 1. i. 

ft With Aristophanes’ satiric rage. 

When ancient comedy amused the age, 

Or Eupnlis's or Cratinus’ wit, 

And others that all-licensed poem writ; 

None, worthy to be shown, escaped the scene, 

No public knave, or thief of lofty mien ; 

The louse adult’rer was drawn forth tu sight ; 

The secret murd’rer tremhling lurk’d the night; 

Vice play’d itself, and each ambitious spark; 

All boldiy branded with the poet’s mark. 

Antiqua comcedia sinceram illam sermonis Attici gratiam 
prope sola retinet.— Quintil. 

* Nimium risus preiium est, si probitatis impendio con- 
itat.— Quintil. lib. vi. c. 3. 


ill use of it. 4 F. Brumoi is very much to be com 
niended for having taken care, in giving a general 
idea of Aristophanes’s writings, to throw a veil over 
those parts of them that might have given offence to 
modesty. Though such behaviour be the indispensa¬ 
ble rule of religion, it is not always observed by those 
who pique themselves most on their erudition, and 
sometimes prefer the title of Scholar to that of Chris¬ 
tian. 

The old comedy subsisted till Lysander’s time, who, 
upon having made himself master of Athens, changed 
the form of the government, and put it into the hands 
of thirty of the principal citizens. The satirical li¬ 
berty of the theatre was offensive to them, and there¬ 
fore they thought fit to put a stop to it. The reason 
of this alteration is evident, and confirms the reflec¬ 
tion made before upon the privilege which the poets 
possessed of criticising with impunity the persons at 
the head of the state. The whole authority of Athens 
was then invested in tyrants. The democracy was 
abolished. The people had no longer any share in 
the government. They" were no more the prince; 
their sovereignty had expired. The right of giving 
their opinions and suffrages upon affairs of state was 
at an end; nor dared they, either in their own per¬ 
sons or by the poets, presume to censure the senti¬ 
ments and conduct of their masters. The calling 
persons by their names upon the stage Avas prohibited; 
but poetical ill-nature soon found the secret of elu¬ 
ding the intention of the law, and of making itself 
amends for the restraint which was imposed upon it 
by the necessity of using feigned names. It then ap¬ 
plied itself to discover what was ridiculous in known 
characters, which it copied to the life, and from 
thence acquired the double advantage of gratifying 
the vanity of the poets, and the malice of the audi¬ 
ence, in a more refined manner: the one had the de¬ 
licate pleasure of putting the spectators upon gues9 
ing their meaning, and the other of not being mis¬ 
taken in their suppositions, and of affixing the right 
name to the characters represented. Such was the 
comedy, since called the Middle Comedy , of which 
there are some instances in Aristophanes. 

It continued till the time of Alexander the Great, 
who having entirely assured himself of the empire of 
Greece by the defeat of the Thebans, caused a check 
to be put upon the licentiousness of the poets, which 
increased daily. From thence the Mew Comedy took 
its birth, which Avas only an imitation of private life 
and brought nothing upon the stage but feigned 
names, and fictitious adventures. 

Chaeun point avee art dans ee nnuveau miroir, 

S’y vit aver, plaisir, ou crut nc s’y pas voir. 

L’nvare des premiers rit da tableau fidele 
D’un avare sou vent trar.6 sur sun modele; 

Et mille fois un fat, finement exprim6, 

M6connut le portrait sur lui-memeform6. 

Soileau , Art. Poet, chant, iii. 

In th is new glass, Avhilsteaeh himself survey’d, 

Hesat Avith pleasure, though himself was play’d; 
The miser grinn’d whilst avarice was draAvn, 

Nur thought the faithful likeness was his own; 

His oAvn dear self no imaged fool could find, 

But saw a thousand other fops design’d. 

This may properly be called fine comedy, and is 
that of Menander. Of one hundred and eighty, or 
rather eighty plays, according to Suidas, composed 
by him, all ofAvhieh Terence is said to have translated 
there.remain only a few fragments. We may form a 
just judgment of the merit of the originals from the 
excellence of the copy. Quintilian, in speaking of 
Menander, is not afraid to say, 5 that with the beauty 
of his works, and the height of his reputation, he ob¬ 
scured, or rather obliterated, the fame of all other 
Avriters in the same way. He observes, in another 
passage, that his own times were not so just 6 to his 


4 Non pejus duxerimtardi ingenii esse, quam mali. Quin - 
til. lib. i. c. 3. 

* Atque ille quidem omnibus ejusdem opens auctoribas 
abstulif nomen, et fulgore quodam suae clariiatis tenebras 
obduxit. Quintil. lih. x. c. 1. 

6 Quidam, sicut Menander, justiora posterorum, quam 
su® aetatis, judicia sunt cunsccuti. Quintil. lib. iii. c. 6. 
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merit as they ought to hare been, which has been the 
fate of many others; but that he was sufficiently made 
amends by the favourable opinion of posterit}'. And 
indeed Philemon, a comic poet, who nourished about 
the same period, though older than Menander, was 
preferred before him 

The Theatre of the Ancients described. 

I have already observed, that iEschylus was the first 
founder of a fixed and durable theatre, adorned with 
suitable decorations. It was at first, as well as the 
amphitheatres, composed of wooden planks, the seats 
in which rose one above another; but those having 
one day broke down, by having too great a weight 
upon them, the Athenians, excessively enamoured of 
dramatic representations, were induced by that acci¬ 
dent to erect those superb structures, which were imi¬ 
tated afterwards with so much splendour by the Ro¬ 
man magnificence. What I shall say of them has 
almost as much relation to the Roman as the Athenian 
theatres; and is extracted entirely from M, Boindin’s 
learned dissertation upon the theatre of the ancients, 1 
who has treated the subject in its fullest extent. 

The theatre of the ancients w r as divided into three 
principal parts; each of which bad its peculiar appel¬ 
lation. The division for the actors was called in ge¬ 
neral the scene, or stage; that for the spectators was 
particularly termed the theatre, which must have been 
of vast extent, 2 as at Athens it was capable of con¬ 
taining above thirty thousand persons; and the or¬ 
chestra, which amongst the Greeks was the place as¬ 
signed for the pantomimes and dancers, though at 
Rome it was appropriated to the senators and vestal 
virgins. 

The theatre was of a semicircular form on one side, 
and square on the other. The space contained within 
the semicircle, was allotted to tne spectators, and had 
seats placed one above another to the top of the build¬ 
ing. The square part in the front of it, was appro- 
riated to the actors; and in the interval, between 
oth, was the orchestra. 

The great theatres had three rows of porticoes, 
raised one above another, which formed the body of 
the edifice, and at the same time three different sto¬ 
ries for the seats. From the highest of those porti¬ 
coes the women saw the representation, sheltered 
from the weather. The rest of the theatre was un¬ 
covered, and all the business of the stage was per¬ 
formed in the open air. 

Each of these stories consisted of nine rows of 
seats, including the landing-place, which divided them 
from each other, and served as a passage from side to 
side. But as this landing-place and passage took up 
the space of two benches, there were only seven to sit 
upon, and consequently in each story there were 
seven rows of seats. They were from fifteen to eigh¬ 
teen inches in height, and twice as much in breadth; 
so that the spectators had room to sit at their ease, 
and without being incommoded by the legs of the peo¬ 
ple above them, no foot-boards being provided for 
them. 

Each of these stories of benches were divided in 
two different manners; in their height by the land¬ 
ing-places, called by the Romans Pracinct tones, and 
in their circumferences by several stair-cases, pecu¬ 
liar to each story, which intersecting them in right 
lines, tending torwards the centre of the theatre, gave 
the form of wedges to the quantity of seats between 
them, from whence they were called Cnnci. 

Behind these stories of seats were covered galleries, 
through which the people thronged into the theatre, 
by great square openings, contrived for that purpose 
in the walls next the seats. Thnse openings were 
called Vomitoria , from the multitude of people 
crowding through them into their places. 

As the actors could not be heard to the extremity 
of the theatre, the Greeks contrived a means to sup¬ 
ply that defect, and to augment the force of the 
voice, and make it more distinct and articulate. For 
that purpose they invented a kind of large vessels of 


copper, which were disposed under the seats of the 
theatre, in such a manner, as made all sounds strike 
upon the ear with more force and distinctness. 

The orchestra being situated, as I have observed, 
between the two other parts of the theatre, of which 
one was circular and the other square, it participated 
of the form of each, and occupied the space between 
both. It was divided into three parts. 

The first and most considerable was more particu¬ 
larly called the orchestra, from a Greek word, 3 that 
signifies to dance. It was appropriated to the panto¬ 
mimes and dancers, and to all such subaltern actors 
as played between the acts, and at the end of the re¬ 
presentations; 

The second was named 8^/ui from itsheingsquare, 
in the form of an altar. Here the chorus was gene¬ 
rally placed. 

And in the third, the Greeks disposed their band of 
music. They called it tiWOTX)) VIOV, frum its being situ¬ 
ate at the bottom of the principal part of the theatre, 
to which they gave the general name of the scene. 

I shall describe here this third part of the theatre, 
called the scene; which was also subdivided into 
three different parts. 

The first and most considerable was properly called 
the scene, and gave its name to this whole division. 

It occupied the whole front of the building from 
side to side, and was the place allotted for the deco¬ 
rations. This front had two small wings at its ex¬ 
tremity, from which hung a large curtain, that was 
let down to open the scene, and drawn up between 
the acts, when any thing in the representation made 
it necessary. 

The second called by the Greeks indifferently 
jrpoTx])i/<ov, and xoysTov, and by the Romans Prosceni¬ 
um , and Pulpitum , was a large open space in front of 
the scene, in which the actors performed their parts, 
and which, by the help of the decorations, represent¬ 
ed either a public square or forum, a common street, 
or the country; but the place so represented was al¬ 
ways in the open air. 

The third division was a part reserved behind the 
scenes, and called by the Greeks 7rxe*<rx>ivtov m Here 
the actors dressed themselves, and the dccoratioos 
were locked up. In the same place were also kept 
the machines, of which the ancients had abundance 
in their theatres. 

As only the porticoes and the building of the scene 
were roofed, it was necessary to draw sails, fastened 
with enrds to mast*, over the rest of the theatre, to 
screen the audience from the heat of the sun. But as 
this contrivance did not prevent the heat, occasioned 
by the perspiration and breath of so numerous an as¬ 
sembly, the ancients took care to allay it by a kind of 
rain; conveying the water for that use above the por¬ 
ticoes, which falling again in form of dew through an 
infinity of small pores concealed in the statues, with 
which the theatre abounded, did not only diffuse a 
grateful coolness all around, but the most fragrant 
exhalations along with it; for this clew was always 
perfumed. Whenever the representations were in¬ 
terrupted by storms, the spectators retired into the 
porticoes behind the seats of the theatre. 

The fondness of the Athenians for representations 
of this kind cannot be expressed. Their eyes, their 
ears, their imagination, their understanding all shared 
in the satisfaction. Nothing gave them so sensible a 
pleasure in dramatic performances, either tragic or 
comic, as the strokes which were aimed at the affairs 
of the public; whether pure chance occasioned the 
application, or the address of the poets, who knew 
how to reconcile the most remote subjects with the 
transactions of the republic. They entered by that 
means into the interests of the people, took occasion 
to sootli their passion, authorise their pretensions, 
justify, and sometimes condemn, their conduct, en¬ 
tertain them with agreeable hopes, instruct them in 
their duty in certain nice conjunctures; in conse¬ 
quence of which they often not only acquired the ap¬ 
plauses of the spectators, but credit and influence in 
the public affairs and counsels: hence the theatre be- 
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came so grateful, and so interesting to the people. 
It was in this manner, according to some authors, that 
Euripides artfully adaptetMiis tragedy of Palamedes 1 
to the sentence passed against Socrates; and pointed 
out, by an illustrious example of antiquity, the inno¬ 
cence of a philosopher, oppressed by malignity, sup¬ 
ported by power and faction. 

Accident was often the occasion of sudden and un¬ 
foreseen applications, which from their appositeness 
were very agreeable to the people. Upon this verse 
of JEschylusj in praise of Amphiaraus, 

-’Tis hia desire, 

Not to appear, but be the great and good 

the whole audience rose up, and unanimously ap¬ 
plied it to Aristides. 2 The same thing happened to 
Philopcemen at the JYeniaean games. At the instant 
he entered the theatre these verses were singingupon 
the stage ; 

-He comes, to whom we owe 

Our liberty, the noblest good below. 

All the Greeks cast their eyes upon Philopocmen, 3 
and with clapping of hands, and acclamations of joy, 
expressed their veneration for the hero. 

In 4 the same manner at Rome, during the banish¬ 
ment of Cicero, when some verses of Accius, 5 * * which 
reproached the Greeks with their ingratitude in suf¬ 
fering the banishment of Telamon, were repeated by 
iEsop, the best actor of his time, they drew tears from 
the eyes of the whole assembly. 

Upon another, though very different occasion, the 
Roman people applied to Pompey the Great, some 
verses to this effect : 

’Tis our unhappiness has made thee great; » 
and then addressing the people; 

The time shall come when you shall lato deplore 

So great a power confided to such hands; 

the spectators obliged the actor to repeat these verses 
several times. 

Fondness for Theatrical Representations one of the 
principal Causes of the Decline , Degeneracy, and 
Corruption of the Athenian State . 

When we compare the happy times of Greece, in 
which Europe and Asia resounded with nothing but 
the fame of the Athenian victories, with the latter 
ages, when the power of Philip and Alexander the 
Great had in a manner reduced it to slavery, we shall 
be surprised at the strange alteration in that repub¬ 
lic. Rut what is most material, is the investigation 
of the causes and progress of this declension : and 
these M. de Tourreil has discussed in an admirable 
manner in the elegant preface to his translation of 
Demosthenes’ Orations. 

There were no longer, he observes, at Athens, any 
traces of that manly and vigorous policy, equally ca- 

f iable of planning good and retrieving bad success, 
nstead of that, there remained only an inconsistent 
loftiness, apt to evaporate in pompous decrees. They 
were no more those Athenians, who, when menaced 
by a deluge of Barbarians, demolished their houses 
to build ships with the timber, and whose women 
stoned the abject wretch to death that proposed to 
appease the great king by tribute or homage. The 
love of ease and pleasure had almost entirely extin¬ 
guished that of glory, liberty, and independence. 

Pericles, that great man, so absolute, that those who 
envied him treated him as a second Pisistratus, was 
the first author of this degeneracy and corruption. 
With the design of conciliating the favor of the peo¬ 
ple, he ordained that upon such days us games or 
sacrifices were celebrated, a certain number of oboli 
should be distributed amongst them; and that in the 

* It is not certain whether this piece was prior or poste¬ 
rior to the death of Socrates. 

£ Plut. in Arislid. p. 320. 

3 Plut. in Philopcem p. 302. 

« Cic. in Orat. pro Soxt. n. 120,123 

* O incratifici Argivi, inanes Grtiii, immemores bcneficii, 

Exulare sivhtk sivistis polli, puisum patimini. 

0 Cic. ad Attic. 1. ii.Epist, 39. Val. Max. 1. vi. c. 2. 


assemblies in which affairs of state were to be discuss¬ 
ed, every individual should receive a certain pecunia¬ 
ry gratification in right of being present. Thus the 
members of the republic were seen for the first time to 
sell their care in the administrtiomof the government, 
and to rank amongst servile employments the most 
noble functions of the sovereign power. 

It was not difficult to foresee where so excessive an 
abuse would end: and to remedy it, it was proposed 
to establish a fund for the support of the war, and to 
make it a capital crime to advise, upon any account 
whatsoever, the application of it to other uses; but, 
notwithstanding, the abuse always subsisted. At first 
it seemed tolerable, whilst the citizen, who was sup¬ 
ported at the public expense, endeavoured to deserve 
it by doing his duty in the field for nine mouths to¬ 
gether. Every one was to serve in his turn, and 
whoever failed was treated as a deserter w ithout dis¬ 
tinction: but at length the number of the transgress¬ 
ors carried it against the law; and impunity, as it com¬ 
monly happens, multiplied their number. People ac¬ 
customed to the delightful abode of a city, where 
feasts and games were perpetually taking place, con¬ 
ceived an invincible repugnance for labour and fa¬ 
tigue, which they looked upon as unworthy of free¬ 
born men. 

It was therefore necessary to find amusement for 
this indolent people, to fill up the great void of an 
inactive, useless life. Hence arose principally their 
fondness, or rather frenzy, for public show. The 
death of Epaminondas, which seemed to promise them 
the greatest advantage, gave the final stroke to their 
ruin and destruction. “ Their courage,” says Justin," 
“did not survive that illustrious Theban. Freed 
from a rival, who kept their emulation alive, they 
sunk into a lethargic sloth and effeminacy. The funds 
for armaments land and sea were soon lavished 
upon games and feasts. The seaman’s and soldier’s 
pay was distributed to the idle citizen. An indolent 
and luxurious mode of life enervated every breast. 
The representations of the theatre, w'ere preferred to 
the exercises of the camp. Valour and military 
knowledge w r ere entirely disregarded. Great cap¬ 
tains were in no estimation; whilst good poets and ex¬ 
cellent comedians engrossed the universal applause.” 

Extravagance of this kind makes it easy to compre¬ 
hend in what multitudes the people thronged to the 
dramatic performances. As no expense w'as spared 
in embellishing them, exorbitant sums-w r ere sunk in 
the service of the theatre. “ If,” says Plutarch, s “an 
accurate calculation were to be made, what each re¬ 
presentation of the dramatic pieces cost the Athenians, 
it would appear, that their expenses in playing the 
Bacchanalians, the Phcenecians, CEdipus, Antigone, 
Medea, and Elertra (Tragedies written either by So¬ 
phocles or Euripides,) were greater than those which 
had been employed against the Barbarians in defe nce 
of the liberty, and for the preservation of Greece. 
This gave a Spartan just reason to exclaim, on seeing 
an estimate of the enormous sums laid out in these 
contests of the tragic poets,and the extraordinary pains 
taken by the magistrates who presided in them, 9 “ that 
a people must be void of sense to apply' themselves in 
so warm and serious a manner to things so frivolous. 
For,” added he, “ games should only be games; and 
nothing is more unreasonable than to purchase a short 
and trivial amusement at so great a price. Pleasures 
of this kind agree only with public rejoicings and sea¬ 
sons of festivity, and were designed to divert people 
at their leisure hours; but should by no means inter¬ 
fere with the affairs of the public, nor the necessary 
expenses of the government.” 

After all, says Plutarch, in the passage w'hich I have 
already cited, of what utility have these tragedies been 
to Athens, though so mtich boasted by the people, and 
admired by the rest of the world? I find that the pru¬ 
dence of Themistoeles enclosed the city with strong 
walls; that the fine taste and magnificence of Pericles 
improved and adorned it: that the noble fortitude of 
Miltiades preserved its liberty; and that themoderate 


1 i Justin. 1. vi. c. 1). 

s Pint, du glor. A then. p. 349. 
s Plut. Sympos. 1. vii. quest, vii. p.710. 
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conduct of Cinion acquired it the empire and govern¬ 
ment of all Greece. If the wise and learned poetry 
of Euripides, the sublime diction of Sophocles, the 
lofty buskin ofyEschylus, have obtained equal advan¬ 
tages for the city of Athens, by delivering it from im¬ 
pending calamities, or by adding to its glory, I am 
willing (he goes on) that dramatic pieces should be 
placed in competition with trophies of victory; the 
poetic theatre with the field of battle, and the com¬ 
positions of the poets with the great exploits of the 
generals. But what a. comparison would this be? 
Uu the one side would be seen a few writers, crown¬ 
ed with wreaths of ivy, and dragging a goat or an ox 
after them, the rewards and victims assigned them for 
excelling in tragic poetry: on the other a train of il¬ 
lustrious captains, surrounded by the colonies which 
they founded, the cities which they captured, and the 
nations which they subjected. It is not to perpetu¬ 
ate the victories of iEschylus and Sophocles, but in 
remembrance of the glorious battles of Marathon, Sa- 
lamis, Eurymedon, and many others, that so many 
feasts are celebrated every month w ith such pomp by 
the Grecians. 

The inference which Plutarch draws from hence, in 
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which we ought to agree with him, is, that it was the 
highest imprudence in the Athenians 1 thus to prefer 
pleasure to duty, fondness for the theatre to the love 
of their country, trivial shows to application to public 
business, and to consume in useless expenses and dra¬ 
matic entertainments, the funds intended for the sup¬ 
port of fleets and armies. Macedon, till then obscure 
and inconsiderable, well knew how to take advantage 
of the Athenian 2 indolence anJ effeminacy; and Phi¬ 
lip, instructed by the Greeks themselves, amongst 
whom he had for several years applied himself suc¬ 
cessfully to the art of war, was not long before he 
gave Greece a master, and subjected it to the yoke, 
as we shall see in the sequel. 


1 ‘A/xMfT«i/Ou<r<v * AShfvccTo i T $v TTrovSitv ei; 

r>1 v ttxiSixv xxtxvxUo-xovt *?, toutItti ptyxKuv K3rc<r- 
TD\u>v Sx-rxvxi *<** <TT£scTfv.uiruM/ i$i$ix %xt 

iit- to SixT^OV, 

2 Quibus rebus effectum est, ut inter otia Greecorum, 
sordiduxn et obscurum antea Macedonum nomen emergeret ; 
et Philippus, obse9 triennio Thebis habitus, Epaminoud® et 

Pelopidoe virtutibus eruditua, regnum Macedonia), Greet® 
et Asi® eer vicibus, velut jugum servitutis, impoueret. Just. 
1 . vi. e. 9. 
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DIONYSIUS THE ELDER AND YOUNGER, 

TYRANTS OF SYRACUSE. 


BOOK XL 


SIXTY years had elapsed since Syracuse had re¬ 
gained its liberty by the expulsion of the fatnilj' of 
Gelon. The events which passed during that inter¬ 
val in Sicily, except the invasion of the Athenians, 
are of no great importance, aDd little known; but those 
which follow are highly interesting, and make amends 
for the chasm: I mean the reigns of Dionysius the fa¬ 
ther and son, tyrants of Syracuse; the first of whom 
governed thirty eight years, and the other twelve, 1 
in all fifty years. 

This history will present to our view a series of the 
most odious and horrid crimes, though it abounds at 
the same time with instruction. When on the one 
side we behold a prince, 2 the declared enemy of li¬ 
berty, justice and laws, treading under his feet the 
most sacred rights of nature and religion, inflicting the 
most cruel torments upon his subjects, beheading 
some, burning others fora slight word, delighting and 
feasting himself with human blood, and gratifying his 
inhuman cruelty with the sufferings and miseries of 


» After having been expelled for more than ten years, he 
re-ascended the throne, and reigned two or three year.*. 

* Erit Dionysius illic tyrannus, libertatis, justitia?, legum 
exitium—Alios uret, alios verberabit, alios ob levem ofi'en- 
sam jubebit detruncari.— Scnec. de Covsol. ad Marc. o.. .xvii. 

Sanguine humano non tantiim gaudet, sed pascitur; eed 
et suppliciis omnium retatum erudditutem insutiabilera ex- 
plet.— Id. de Bencf. 1. vii. c. J9. 


every age and condition: I say when we behold such 
an object, can we deny a truth, which the Pagan world 
itself hath confessed, and which Plutarch takes occa¬ 
sion to observe in speaking of the tyrants of Sicily: 
That God in his anger gives such princes to a people, 
and makes use of the impious and the wicked to pu¬ 
nish the guilty and the criminal. On the other side, 
when the same prince, the dread and terror of Syra¬ 
cuse, is perpetually anxious aod trembling for his own 
life, ana abandoned by day and night to remorse and 
regret, can find no person in his whole state, not even 
his wives and children, in whom he can confide; who 
will not exclaim with Tacitus, 3 * “ That it is not with¬ 
out reason the oracle of wisdom has declared, that if 
the hearts of tyrants could be seen, we should find 
them torn In pieces with a thousand evils: it being cer¬ 
tain that the body does not suffer more from stripes 
and torments, than the minds of such wretches from 
their crimes, cruelties, and the injustice and violence 
of their proceedings.” 

The condition of tfgood prince is quite different. 
He loves his people, and is beloved by them; he esi- 
joys a perfect tranquillity within himself, and lives 


3 Neque fruslrfi prsestantissimus sapientia? firmare eolitus 
est, si recludantur tyrannorum mentes, posse aspir.i Jama- 
tus et ictus ; quando, ut corpora verberibus, ita srevitia, li- 
bidine, malls consults, animus dilaecraretur. 2'acit. Bn- 
nal. I. vi. e. 6. 
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amidst his subjects as a father with his children. 
Though he knows that the sword of justice is in his 
hands, he dreads to make use of it. He loves to turn 
aside its edge, and can never resolve to evince his 
power, but with extreme reluctance, in the last ex- 
tremety, and with all the forms and sanction of the 
Jsws. 1 But a tyrant punishes only from caprice and 
passion; and believes, says Plutarch, speaking of Dio¬ 
nysius, that he is not really master, 2 and does not act 
with supreme authority, but in proportion as he sets 
himself above all laws, acknowledges no other than 
his own will and pleasure, and sees himself obeyed 
implicitly. Whereas, continues the same author, he 
that can do whatever he will, is in great danger of 
willing what he ought not. 

Besides these characteristics of cruelty and tyran- 
n}\ which particularly distinguish the first Dionysius, 
we shall see in his history, whatever unbounded am¬ 
bition, sustained by great valour, extensive abilities, 
and talents qualified for acquiring the confidence of a 
people, is capable of undertaking for the attainment 
of sovereignty; the various means which he had the 
address to employ for maintaining himself in it against 
the opposition of bis enemies, and the odium of the 
public; and, lastly, the tyrant’s good fortune in esca¬ 
ping, during a reign of thirt}'-ejght years, the many 
conspiracies formed against him, and in transmitting 
peaceably the tyranny to his son, as a legitimate pos¬ 
session, and an hereditary right. 


CHAPTER I. 

SECTION I.— MEANS MADE USE OF BY DIONYSIUS 
THE ELDER, TO POSSESS HIMSELF OF THE TYRANNY. 

Dionysius was a native of Syracuse, 3 of noble and 
illustrious extraction according to some, but others say 
his birth was base and obscure. Be this as it may, 
he distinguished himself by his valour, and acquired 
great reputation in the war with the Carthaginians. 
He was one of those who accompanied Hermocrates, 
when lie attempted to re-enter Syracuse by force of 
arms, after having been banished through the intrigues 
of his enemies. The event of that enterprise was not 
fortunate. Hermocrates was killed. The Syracu¬ 
sans did not spare his accomplices, several of whom 
were public’ ly executed. Dionysius was left amongst 
the wounded. The report of his death, designedly 
given out by his relations, saved his life. Providence 
would have spared Syracuse an infinity of misfor¬ 
tunes, had he expired either in the field or by the ex¬ 
ecutioner. 

The Carthaginians had made several attempts to es¬ 
tablish themselves in Sicily, and to possess themselves 
of the principal cities there, as we have observed else¬ 
where. 4 The happy situation of that island for their 
maritime commerce, the fertility of its soil, and the 
riches of its inhabitants, were powerful inducements 
to such an enterprise. We may form an idea of the 
wealth of some of its cities from Diodorus Siculus’s 
account of Agrigentum. The temples were ofextraor- 
dinary magnificence, 5 especially tnat of Jupiter Olym- 
pius, which was 3*10 feet in length, 60 in breadth, 
and 120 in height. The piazzas, or galleries, in ex¬ 
tent and beauty, corresponded with the rest of the 
building. On one side was represented the battle of 
the giants, on the other the taking of Troy, in figures 
as large as the life. Without the city was an artificial 


i Hsec. est in maxima potestate verissima animi tempe- 
rantia, linn cupiditate aliqua non temeritate incendi; non 
priorum principum exemplis corruptum, quantum in c.ives 
suns liceat, experiendo tenlare ; se<J bebetare aeiern imperii 
put. Quid interest inter tyrannum et regem (species cnim 
ipsa fortun* aelicenlia par est,) nisi quod tyranni in volup- 
taie sieviunt, reges non nisi ex causa et necessitate? Senee. 
de Clevi. lib. i. e. 11. ^ H 

a w E$;j i—oXav e*v Tjjj orsev u 

/EeoXeTjat votvi" ftly ss? o5v a xivS'w oc 8xt * I, rlv 

a SoCxer** : 7 e»EjV Suvifts vov. Ad Princ. indoct. p. 762. 

3 Died. 1. xiii. p. 197. 

* Tn the history of the Carthaginians. 

* Diod. 1. xiii. p. 203.206. 


lake, which was seven stadia (above a quarter of a 
league) in circumference and thirty feet in depth. It 
was full of all kinds of fish, covered with swans and 
other water-fowls, and afforded the most agreeable 
prospect imaginable. 

It was about the time of which we speak, thatExe- 
nctas, victor in the Olympic games, entered the city 
in triumph in a magnificent chariot, attended by 300 
more, all drawn by white horses. Their habits glit¬ 
tered with gold and silver; and nothing was ever more 
splendid than their appearance. Gellias, the most, 
wealthy of the citizens of Agri'gentum, had erected 
several large apartments in his house for the recep¬ 
tion and entertainment of his guests. Servants wai¬ 
ted by his order at the gates of the city, to invite all 
strangers to lodge at their master’s house, whither 
they conducted them. Hospitality was much prac¬ 
tised and esteemed by the generality of that city. A 
violent storm having obliged 500 horsemen to take 
shelter there, Gellias entertained them all in his house, 
and supplied them immediately with dry clothes, of 
which he had always a great quantity in his wardrobe. 
This is understanding how to make a noble use of 
riches. His cellar is much talked of by historians, in 
which he had 300 reservoirs hewn out of the rock, 
each of which contained 100 amphone. 6 

This great and opulent city was 
besieged, and at length taken by the 'A. M. 3593. 
Carthaginians, Its fall shook all Ant. J. C.406. 

Sicily, and spread a universal ter¬ 
ror. The cause of its being lost was imputed to the 
Syracusans, who had but weakly succoured it. Dio¬ 
nysius, who even then was engrossed solely by the 
thoughts of his grand designs, and who was engaged, 
though secretly, in laying the foundation of his future 
power, took advantage of this favourable opportunity, 
and of the general complaints of Sicily against the Sy¬ 
racusans, to render the magistrates odious, and to ex¬ 
claim against their administration. In a public as¬ 
sembly, held to consider of the present state of affairs, 
when nobody dared to open their mouths for fear of in¬ 
curring the displensure of the persons at the helm, Dio¬ 
nysius rose up, and boldly accused the magistrates of 
treason; adding, that it was his opinion, that they ought 
to be deposed immediately, without waiting till the 
term of tneir administration should expire. They re¬ 
torted this audacity by treating him as a seditious per¬ 
son, and a disturber of the public tranquillity, and as 
such laid a fine upon him accordingto the laws. This 
was to be paid before he could be admitted to speak 
again, and Dionysius was not in a condition to dis¬ 
charge it. Philistus, one of the richest citizens (who 
wrote the history of Sicily, which is not come down 
to us,) deposited the money, and exhorted him at the 
same time to give his opinion upon the state of affairs 
with all the liberty which became a citizen zealous for 
his country. 

Dionysius accordingly resumed his discourse with 
more vigour than before. He had long cultivated the 
habit of eloquence, which he looked upon with rea¬ 
son as a talent very necessary in a republican govern¬ 
ment; especially with relation to his views of acqui¬ 
ring the people’s favor, and of conciliating them to Ilia 
measures. He began with describing in n lively and 
pathetic manner the ruin of Agrigentum, a neighbour¬ 
ing city, and one of their alliance; the deplorable ex¬ 
tremity to which the inhabitants had been reduced, of 
quitting the place under cover of the night; the cries 
and lamentations of infants, and of aged and sick per¬ 
sons, whom they had been obliged to abandon to a fe¬ 
rocious and merciless enemy; and the cruel murder of 
all who had been left in the city, whom the barba¬ 
rous victor dragged from the temples and altars of 
the gods, a feeble asylum against the Carthaginian fu¬ 
ry and impiety. He imputed all these evils to the trea¬ 
chery of tne commanders of the army, who, instead of 
marching to the relief of Agrigentum, had retreated 
with their troops; to the criminal remissness and delay 
of the magistrates, who had suffered themselves to be 


s An amphora contained about seven gallons ; 100 conse¬ 
quently consisted of 700 gallons, or eleven hogsheads seven 
gallons. 
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corrupted by Carthaginian bribes; and to the pride of 
the great and rich, who thought only of establishing 
their own power upon the ruins of their country’s li¬ 
berty. He represented Syracuse as composed of two 
different bodies; the one, by their power and influ¬ 
ence, usurping all the dignities and wealth of the state; 
the other, obscure, despised, and trampled under foot, 
bearing the sad yoke of a shameful servitude, and ra¬ 
ther slaves than citizens. He concluded with saying, 
that the only remedy for so many evils was to elect 
persons from amongst the people, devoted to their in¬ 
terests, and who, not being capable of rendering them¬ 
selves formidable by their riches and authority, would 
be solely employed for the public good* and apply in 
earnest to the re-establishment of liberty in Syracuse. 

This discourse was listened to with infinite plea¬ 
sure, as all speeches are which flatter the natural pro- 
pens'^ of inferiors to complain of the government, 
and was followed with the universal applause of the 
people, who always give themselves up blindly to 
those who know how to deceive them under the spe¬ 
cious pretext of serving their interest. All the ma¬ 
gistrates were deposed upon the spot,and others sub¬ 
stituted in their room, with Dionysius at the head of 
them. 

This was only the first step to the tyranny, apd he 
did not stop here. The success of his undertaking 
inspired him with new courage and confidence. He 
had also in view the displacing of the generals of the 
army, and having their power transferred to himself. 
The design was bold and dangerous, and he set about 
it with address. Before he attacked them openly, he 

f ilanted his batteries against them at a distance; ca- 
umniating them by his emissaries among the people, 
and sparing no pains to render them suspected. He 
caused it to be whispered amongst the populace, that 
those commanders held secret intelligence with the 
enemy; that couriers in disguise were frequently seen 
passing and repassing; and that it was not to be doubt¬ 
ed, but some conspiracy was on foot. He affected on 
his side not to see those leaders, nor to open himself 
to them at all upon the affairs of the public. He com¬ 
municated none of his designs to them, as if he was 
apprehensive of rendering himself suspected by having 
any intercourse or correspondence with them. Per¬ 
sons of sense and discernment were not at a loss to 
discover the tendency of these undermining arts; nor 
were they silent upon the occasion; but the common 
people, prejudiced in his favour, incessantly applau¬ 
ded and admired his zeal, and looked upon him as 
the sole protector and asserter of their rights and li¬ 
berties. 

Another scheme, which he set at work with his 
usual address, was of very great service to him, and 
exceedingly promoted his designs. There was a 
great number of banished persons dispersed through¬ 
out Sicily, whom the faction of the nobility of Syra¬ 
cuse had expelled the city at different times and upon 
different pretences. He knew what an addition of 
strength so numerous a body of citizens would be to 
him, whom gratitude to their benefactor, and resent¬ 
ment against those who had occasioned their banish¬ 
ment, the hope of retrieving their affairs, and of en¬ 
riching themselves out of the spoils of their enemies, 
would render well calculated for the execution of his 
designs, and attach them unalterably to his person 
and interest. He applied therefore earnestly to ob¬ 
tain their recall. It was given out that it was neces¬ 
sary to raise a numerous body of troops to oppose the 
progress of the Carthaginians, and the people foresaw 
with anxiety the expense to which the new levies 
would amount. Dionysius took advantage of this 
favourable conjecture and disposition of the public 
mind. He represented, that it was ridiculous to bring 
foreign troops at a great expense from Italy and the 
Peloponnesus, whilst their own country would supply 
them with excellent soldiers, without being at any 
charge at all; that there were numbers of Syracusans 
in every part of Sicily, who, notwithstanding the ill 
treatment they had received, had always retained the 
hearts of citizens under the name and condition of ex¬ 
iles: that they preserved a tender affection and invio¬ 
lable fidelity ’for their country, and had chosen rather 
Vol. 1-56 


to wander about Sicily without support or settlement, 
than to enrol themselves in the armies of the enemy, 
however advantageous the offers to induce them to 
it had been. This discourse of Dionysius had all the 
effect upon the people he could have wished. His 
colleagues, who perceived plainly what lie had in 
view, were afraid to contradict him; rightly judging, 
that their opposition would not only prove ineffectual, 
but incense the people against them, and even aug¬ 
ment the reputation of Dionysius, to whom it would 
leave the whole honour of recalling the exiles. Their 
return was therefore decreed, and they accordingly 
came all to Syracuse without losing time. 

A deputation from Gela, a city dependant on Syra¬ 
cuse, arrived about the same time, to demand that the 
garrison should be reinforced. Dionysius immidiately 
marched thither with 2000 foot and 400 horse. He 
found the city in a great commotion, and divided into 
two factions; one ol the people, and the other of the 
rich and powerful. The latter having been tried in 
form, were condemned by the assembly to die, and 
to have their estates confiscated for the use of the 
public. This confiscation was applied to pay off the 
arrears which had long been due to the former gar¬ 
rison, commanded by Dexippus the Lacedaemonian; 
and Dionysius promised tbe troops he had brought 
with him from Syracuse to double the pay they were 
to receive from the city. This was attaching bo ma¬ 
ny new creature? to himself. The inhabitants of 
Gela treated him with the highest marks of honour, 
and sent deputies to Syracuse, to return their thanks 
for the important service that city had done them in 
sending Dionysius thither. Having endeavoured in 
vain to bring Dexippus into his measures, he returned 
with his troops to Syracuse, after having promised 
the inhabitants of Gela, who used all means in their 
power to keep him amongst them, that he would soon 
return with more considerable aid. 

He arrived at Syracuse just as the people were 
coming out of the theatre, who ran in throngs about 
him, inquiring with earnestness what he had heard of 
the Carthaginians. He answered with a sad and de¬ 
jected air, that the city nourished far more dange¬ 
rous and formidable enemies in.her own bosom; that 
whilst Carthage was making extraordinary prepara¬ 
tions for the invasion of Syracuse, those who were in 
command, instead of rousing the zeal and attention 
of the citizens, and setting every thing at work against 
the approach of so potent an enemy, lulled them with 
trivial amusements and idle shows, and suffered the 
troops to want necessaries; converting their pay to 
their private uses in a fraudulent manner, which was 
destructive to the public affairs: that he had always 
sufficiently comprehended the cause of sucli a con¬ 
duct; that however it was not now upon mere con¬ 
jecture, but upon too evident proof, that his com¬ 
plaints were founded: that Imilco, the general of the 
Carthaginians, had sent an officer to him, under pre¬ 
text of treating about the ransom of prisoners, but in 
reality to prevail on,him not to be too strict in exa¬ 
mining into the conduct of his colleagues; and that 
if he would not enter into the measures of Carthage, 
at least that he would not oppose them: that for his 
part he came to resign his command, and to abdicate 
his dignity, that he might leave no room for injurious 
suspicions of his acting in concert, and holding intel¬ 
ligence, with traitors who sold the commonwealth. 

°This discourse being rumoured amongst the troops 
and about the city, occasioned great inquietude and 
alarm. The next day the assembly was summoned, 
and Dionysius renewed his complaints against the ge¬ 
nerals, which were received with universal applause. 
Some of the assembly cried out, that it was necessary 
immediately to appoint him generalissimo, with unli¬ 
mited power, and that it would be too late to have re¬ 
course to so salutary a measure when the enemy was 
at the gates of Syracuse: that the importance of the 
war with which they were threatened required such a 
leader: that it was in the same manner formerly, that 
Gelon, when elected generalissimo, had defeated the 
Carthaginian army at Himera, which consisted of 300,- 
000 men: that as for the accusation alleged against 
the traitors, it might be deferred to another day, but 
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that the present affair would admit of no delay. Nor 
was it in fact delayed; for the people (who, when 
once prejudiced, run headlong after their opinion with¬ 
out examining any thing) elected Dionysius generalis¬ 
simo with unlimited power that instant. In the same 
assembly he caused it to be decreed, that the soldier’s 
pay should be doubled; insinuating, that the state 
would be amply reimbursed by the conquests which 
would be the consequence of that advance. This be¬ 
ing done, and the assembly dismissed, the Syracusans 
upon cool reflection on what had passed, began to be 
in some consternation—as if it had not been the effect 
of their own choice: and comprehended, though too 
late, that from the desire of preserving their liberty, 
they had given themselves a master, 

Dionysius rightly judged the importance of taking 
his measures before the people repented what they 
had done. There remained but one step more to 
the tyranny, which was to have a body of guards 
assigned him; and that he accomplished in the most 
artful and politic manner. He proposed that all the 
citizens under forty years of age, and capable of bear¬ 
ing arms, should march with provisions lor thirty days 
to the city of Leontium. The Syracusans were at 
that time in possession of the place, and had a garri¬ 
son in it. It was full of fugitive and foreign soldiers, 
who were very fit persons for the execution of his de¬ 
signs. He justly suspected, that the greatest part of 
the Syracusans would not follow him. He set out, 
however, and arriving in the night, encamped upon 
the plains near the city. It wa3 not long before a 
great noise was heard throughout the whole camp. 
This tumult was raised by persons planted for that 
purpose by Dionysius. He affected to believe that 
ambuscades had been laid with design to assassinate 
him, and in great trouble and alarm retired for refuge 
into the citadel of Leontium, where he passed the rest 
of the night, after having caused a great number of 
fires to be lighted, and drawn around him such of the 
troops as he most confided in. At break of day the 
people assembled in a body, to whom, expressing still 
reat apprehension, he explained the danger he had 
een in, and demanded permission to choose himself 
a guard of 600 men for the security of his person. Pi- 
sistratus had set him the example long before, and had 
used the same stratagem when he made himself ty¬ 
rant of Athens. His demand seemed very reasonable, 
and was accordingly complied with. He chose out 
1000 men for his guard upon the spot, armed them 
completely, equipped them magnificently, and made 
them great promises for their encouragement. He 
also attached the foreign soldiers to his interest in a 
peculiar manner, by speaking to them with great free¬ 
dom and affability. He made many removals and al¬ 
terations in the troops, to secure the officers in his 
interest; and dismissed Dexippus to Sparta, as he dis¬ 
trusted him. At the same time he ordered a great 
art of the garrison, which he had sent to Gela, to join 
ini, and assembled from all parts fugitives, exiles, 
debtors, and criminals,—a train worthy of a tyrant. 

With this escort he returned to Syracuse, that 
trembled at his approach. The people were no longer 
iu a condition to oppose his undertakings, or to dispute 
his authority. The city was full of foreign soldiers, 
and saw itself upon the point of being attacked by the 
Carthaginians. To strengthen himself the more in 
the tyranny, he espoused the daughter of Hermo- 
crates, the most powerful citizen of Syracuse, and who 
bad contributed the most to the defeat of the Atheni¬ 
ans. He also gave his sister in marriage to Polyxe- 
nus, brother-in-law of Hermocrates. He afterwards 
summoned an assembly, in which he rid himself of 
Daphneus and Deniarchus, who had been the most 
active in opposing his usurpation. In this manner 
Dionysius, from a simple notary and a citizen of the 
lowest class, made himself absolute lord and tyrant 
of the greatest and most opulent city of Sicil}\ 

SECTION IT.— COMMOTIONS IN SICILY AND AT 
SYRACUSE AGAINST DIONYSIUS. HE FINDS MEANS 
TO DISPEL THEM. TO PREVENT REVOLTS, HE PRO¬ 
POSES TO ATTACK THE CARTHAGINIANS. HIS WON¬ 
DERFUL APPLICATION AND SUCCESS IN MAKING 


PREPARATIONS FOR THE WAR. PLATO' COMES TO 

SYRACUSE. HIS INTIMACY AND FRIENDSHIP WITH 

DION. 

Dionysius had a rude shock to sustain in the begin¬ 
ning of his usurpation. 1 The Carthaginians having 
besieged Gela, he marched to its relief, and after some 
unsuccessful endeavours against the enemy, threw 
himself into the place. He behaved there with little 
vigour, and all the service he did the inhabitants was 
to make them abandon their city in the night, and to 
cover their flight in person. He was suspected of 
acting in concert with the enemy, and the more, be¬ 
cause they did not pursue him, and that he lost very 
few of his foreign soldiers. All the inhabitants who 
remained at Gela were butchered. Those of Cama- 
rina, to avoid the same fate, followed their example, 
and withdrew with all the effects they could carry 
away. The moving sight of aged persons, matrons, 
young virgins, and tender infants, hurried on beyond 
their strength, struck Dionysius’s troops with compas¬ 
sion, and incensed them against the tyrant. Those 
he had raised in Italy withdrew to their own country; 
and the Syracusan cavalry, after having made a vain 
attempt to kill him upon the march, from his bein^ 
surrounded with his foreigners, pushed forwards, and 
having entered Syracuse, went directly to his palace, 
which they plundered, using his wife at the same time 
with so much violence and ill treatment, that she died 
of it soon after. Dionysius, who had foreseen their de¬ 
sign, followed them close with only 100 horse and 400 
foot; and having made a forced march of almosftwenty 
leagues, 2 he arrived at midnight at the gate of Achra- 
dina, w hich he found shut against him. He set fire to 
it, and thus opened himself a passage. The richest of 
the citizens ran thither to dispute his entrance, but 
were surrounded by the soldiers, and almost all of 
them killed. Dionysius having entered the city, put 
all to the sword that came in his way, plundered the 
houses of his enemies, of whom he killed a great num¬ 
ber, and forced the rest to leave Syracuse. The next 
morning the whole body of his troops arrived. The 
unhappy fugitives of Gela and Camarina,out of horror 
for the tyrant, retired to the Leontines. Imilco having 
sent a herald to Syracuse, the treaty was concluded 
which has been mentioned in the history of the Cartha¬ 
ginians. 3 By one of the articles it was stipulated, 
that Syracuse should continue under the government 
of Dionysius; which confirmed all the suspicions that 
had been conceived of him. This happened in the 
year Darius Nothus died. 

It was then he sacrificed to his re¬ 
pose and security every thing that A. M. 3600. 
could give him umbrage. He knew Ant. J. C. 404, 
that after having deprived the Syra¬ 
cusans of all that w as most dear to them, he could not 
fail of incurring their utmost hatred; and the fear of 
the miseries he had to expect from it, increased in the 
usurper, in proportion to their abhorrence of him. He 
looked upon all his new subjects as so many enemies, 
and believed that he could guard against the dangers 
which surrounded him on both sides, and dogged him 
in all places, only by cutting off one part of the people, 
to intimidate the other. He did not perceive, that by 
adding the cruelty of executions to the oppression of 
the public, he only multiplied his enemies, and induced 
them after the loss of their liberty, to preserve at least 
their own lives by attempts upon his. 

Dionysius,4 who foresaw that the Syracusans would 
not fail to take advantage of the repose, in which the 
treaty lately concluded with the Carthaginians had 
left them, to attempt the re-establishment of their 
liberty, neglected nothing on his side to strengthen his 
power. He fortified the part of the city called the 
Is>le, which was already very strong from the nature of 
its situation, and might be defended by a moderate 
garrison. He surrounded it with good walls, flanked 
at due distances W'ith high towers, and separated it in 
that manner from the rest of the city. To these works 
he added a strong citadel, to serve him for a retreat 


t Diod. 1. xiii. p. 227. 231. * Four hundred stadia, 
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and refuge in case of accident; and caused a great 
number of. shops and piazzas to be erected, capable 
of containing a considerable multitude of inhabitants. 

As to the lands, he chose out the best of them, 
which he bestowed upon his creatures and the officers 
of his appointing.anddistributed the rest in equal pro¬ 
portion amongst the citizens and strangers, including 
amongst the former the slaves who had been made 
free. He divided the houses in the same manner, re¬ 
serving those in the Isle for such of the citizens as he 
could most confide in, and for his strangers. 

After having taken these precautions for his secu¬ 
rity. he began to think of subjecting several free states 
of Sicilv, which had aided the Carthaginians. He be- 
gau with the siege of Herbesus. The Syracusans in 
his army, seeing their swords in their hands, thought it 
their duty to use them for the re-establishment of their 
liberty. At a time when they met in throngs to cou- 
cert their measures, one of the officers, who took upon 
him to reprove them in harsh terms, was killed upon 
the spot, and his death served as a signal for their re¬ 
volt. They sent immediately to iEtna for the horse 
who had retired thither at the beginning of the revo¬ 
lution. Dionysius, alarmed at this motion, raised the 
siege, and marched directly to. Syracuse, to keep it 
in obedience. The revolters followed him close, and 
having seized upon the suburb Epipolae, barred him 
from all communication with the country. Having 
received aid from their allies both by sea and land, 
they seta price upon the tyrant’s head, and promised 
the freedom of the city to such of the strangers as 
should abandon him. A great number came over to 
them; whom they treated with the utmost favour and 
humanity. They made their machines advance, and 
battered the walls of the Isle vigorously, without 
giving Dionysius the least respite. 

The tyrant, finding himself reduced to extremities, 
abandoned by the greatest part of the strangers, and 
shut up on the side of the country, assembled his 
friends to consult with them, rather by what kind of 
death he should put a glorious period to his career, 
than upon the means of saving himself. They endea¬ 
voured to inspire him with new courage, and were 
divided in their opinions; but at last the advice of 
Philistus prevailed, which was, that he should by no 
means renounce the tyranny. Dionysius, to gain 
time, sent deputies to the revolters, and demanded 
permission to quit the place with his adherents; which 
was granted, and five ships were allowed him to trans¬ 
porters followers and effects. He had, however, sent 
despatches secretly to the Campanians,who garrisoned 
the places in the possession of the Carthaginians, with 
offers of considerable reward, if they would come to 
his relief. 

The Syracusans, who, after the treaty, believed 
their business done, and the tyrant entirely defeated, 
had disarmed part of their troops, and the rest acted 
with great indolence and little discipline. The arri¬ 
val of the Campanians, to the number of 1200 horse, 
infinitely surprised and alarmed th.e city. After ha¬ 
ving beaten such as disputed their passage, they open¬ 
ed themselves a way to Dionysius. At the same time, 
300 soldiers more arrived to his assistance. The face 
of things was then entirely altered, and terror and 
dejection now were transferred to the Syracusans. 
Dionysius, in a sally, drove the Syracusans vigorous¬ 
ly as far as that part of the city called Neapolis. The 
slaughter was not very considerable, because he had 
given orders to spare those that fled. He caused the 
dead to be interred, and gave those who had retired 
to iEtna to undeistand, that they might return with 
entire security, promising entirely to forget the past. 
Many came to Syracuse, but others did not think it 
advisable to confide in the faith of a tyrant. The 
Campanians were rewarded to their satisfaction, and 
dismissed. 

The Lacedaemonians at this time took such mea¬ 
sures in regard to Syracuse as were most worthy of 
the Spartan name. They had lately subverted the li¬ 
berty of Athens, and declared publicly, in all the ci¬ 
ties dependent upon them, against popular govern¬ 
ment. They deputed one of their citizens to Syra- 
cusa ostensibly to express the interest they took in 
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the misfortunes of that city, and to offer it their aid; 
but, in reality, to confirm Dionysius in his resolution 
of supportiog himself in the tyranny; expecting, that 
from me increase of his power, he would prove of 
great advantage and support to their own. 

Dionysius saw, from what had so lately happened 
at Syracuse, what he was to expect from the people 
for the future. Whilst the inhabitants were employed 
abroad in gathering in their harvest, he entered their 
houses, and seized upon all the arms he could find 
He afterwards enclosed the citadel with an addition¬ 
al wall, fitted out abundance of ships, armed great 
numbers of strangers, and took all possible measures 
to secure himself against the disaffection of the Syra¬ 
cusans. 

After having made this provision for his safety at 
home, lie prepared to extend his conquests abroad; 
from whence he proposed to himself Dot merely the 
increase of his dominions and revenues, but the addi¬ 
tional advantage of diverting his subjects from feeling 
the loss of their liberty, by turning their attention to¬ 
wards their ancient and always.abhorred enemy, and 
by employing them in lofty projects, military expedi¬ 
tions, and glorious exploits, to w'hich the hopes of 
riches and plunder would be annexed. He relied also 
on acquiring by this means the affection of his troops, 
and on securing the esteem of the people by the 
grandeur and success of his enterprises. 

Dionysius wanted neither courage uor policy, and 
had all the qualities of a great general. He took, 
either by force or fraud, Naxos, Catana, Leontium, 
and some other towns in the neighbourhood of Sy¬ 
racuse, 1 which for that reason were very convenient 
for his purposes. Some of them he treated with fa¬ 
vour and clemency, to engage the esteem and confi¬ 
dence of the people: others he plundered, to strike 
terror into the country. The inhabitants of Leonti- 
um were transplanted to Syracuse. 

These conquests alarmed the neighbouring cities, 
which saw themselves threatened with the same mis¬ 
fortune. Rhegium, situate upon the opposite coast 
of the strait which divides Sicily from Italy, prepared 
to prevent it, and entered into an alliance with the 
Syracusan exiles, who were very numerous, and in¬ 
duced the Messenians, on the Sicilian side of the 
strait, to aid them with a powerful supply. They had 
levied a considerable army, aod were upon the point 
of marching against the tyrant, when discord arose 
amongst the troops, and rendered the enterprise abor¬ 
tive. It terminated in a treaty of peace and alliance 
between Dionysius and the two cities. 

He had long revolved a great design in his mind— 
to ruin the Carthaginian power in Sicily, which was 
a great obstacle to his own, as his discontented sub¬ 
jects never failed of finding a secure refuge in the 
towns dependent upon that nation. The occurrence 
of a plague, w’hich had lately ravaged Carthage, and 
extremely diminished its strength, seemed to supply 
a favourable opportunity for the execution of his de¬ 
sign. But, as a man of ability, he knew that the 
greatness of the preparations ought to correspond 
with that of an enterprise, to assure the success of it; 
and he took his measures in a manner which shows 
the extent of his views, and extraordinary capacity. 
He therefore used uncommon pains and application; 
conscious that the war, into which he was going to 
enter with one of the most powerful nations then in 
the world, might be of long duration, and be attended 
with consequences of the utmost importance. 

His first care was to hringto Syra¬ 
cuse, as W’cll from the conquered ci- A. M. 3605. 
ties in Sicily as from Greece and Ita- Ant. J. C. 399. 
ly, a great number of artisans and 
workmen of all kinds, whom he induced to come thi¬ 
ther by the lure of great gain and reward, the certain 
means of engaiog the most skilful persons in every 
profession. He caused an infinite number of arms of 
all kinds to be forged; sword®, javelins, lances, par¬ 
tisans, helmets,cuirasses, bucklers; all after the man¬ 
ner of the nation by whom they were to be worn. He 
built also a great number of galleys that had from 
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three to firfc benches of rowers, and were an entirely 
new invention, with abundance of barks and other 
vessels for the transportation of troops and provisions. 

The whole city seemed but one workshop,and con¬ 
tinually resounded with the noise of the several arti¬ 
sans. Not only the porches of the temples, the pi¬ 
azzas, porticoes, places of exercise, and public squares, 
but even private houses of any extent, were full of 
workmen. Dionysius had distributed them with ad¬ 
mirable order. Each species of artists, divided by 
streets and districts, had their overseers and inspect¬ 
ors, who by their presence and direction promoted and 
completed the works. Dionysius himself was perpe¬ 
tually amongst the workmen, stimulating and encoura¬ 
ging them by praise and rewards in proportion to their 
merit. He knew bow to confer different marks of 
honour upon them, according as they distinguished 
themselves by their ingenuity or industry. He would 
even make some of them dine with him at his own 
table, where he entertained them with the freedom 
and kindness of a friend. It is justly said, that ho¬ 
nour nourishes the arts and sciences, 1 and that men 
of all ranks and conditions are animated by the love 
of glory. The prince who knows how to put the two 
great springs and strongest incentives of the human 
soul, interest and glory, in motion under proper regu¬ 
lations, will soon make all arts and sciences flourish 
ip his kingdom, and fill it at a small expense with 

erson3 who excel in every profession. And this 

appened now at Syracuse, where a single person, of 
great ability in the art of governing, excited such ar¬ 
dour and emulation amongst the artificers as it is not 
easy to imagine or describe. 

Dionysius applied himself more particularly to naval 
affairs. He knew that Corinth had invented the art 
of building galleys with three and five benches of 
oars, and was ambitious of acquiring for Syracuse, a 
Corinthian colony, the glory of bringing that inven¬ 
tion to perfection; which he effected. The timber 
for building his galleys was brought, part of it from 
Italy, where it was drawn on carriages to the sea-side, 
and from thence shipped to Syracuse; and part from 
mount jEtna, which at that time produced abundance 
of pine and fur trees. In a short time, a fleet of 200 
galleys was seen to rise, as it were, all at once out of 
the earth; and 100 others, formerly built, were refit¬ 
ted by his order: be caused also 160 sheds to be erect¬ 
ed within the great port, each capable of containing 
two galleys, and 150 more to be repaired. 

The sight of such a fleet, built in so short a time, 
and fitted out with so much magnificence, would have 
given reason to believe that all Sicily had united its 
labours and revenues in accomplishing so great and 
expensive a work. On the other side, the view' of 
such an incredible quantity of arms newly made, 
would have inclined one to think that Dionysius had 
solely employed himself in providing them, and had 
exhausted his treasures in the expense. They con¬ 
sisted of 140,000 shields, and as many helmets and 
swords: and upwards of 14,000 cuirasses, finished with 
all the art and elegance imaginable. They were in¬ 
tended for the horse, for the tribunes and centurions 
of the foot, and for the foreign troops who had the 
guard of his person. Darts, arrows, and lances were 
innumerable; and engines and machines of war in 
proportion to the rest of the preparations. 

The fleet was to be manned by an equal number 
of citizens and strangers. Dionysius did not think of 
raising troops till all his preparations were complete. 
Syracuse and the cities in its dependance supplied 
him with part of his forces. Many came from. Greece, 
and especially from Sparta. The considerable pay 
he offered brought soldiers in crowds from all parts 
to enlist in his service. 

He omitted none of the precautions necessary to 
ensure the success of his enterprise; the importance 
as well as difficulty of which was well known to him. 
He was not ignorant that every thing depends upon 
the zeal and affection of the troops for their general, 
and applied himself particularly to gain the hearts, 


* Honos alit artes, omnesque incenduntur ad stadia glo- 
ria.— Cic. Tusc. Quast. 1. i. n. 4. 


not of his own subjects only, but of all the inhabitants 
of Sicily, and was wonderfully successful in his at¬ 
tempts. He had entirely changed his behaviour for 
some time. Kindness, courtesy,clemency, a disposi¬ 
tion to do good, and an obliging and insinuating de¬ 
portment to all, had taken place of that haughty and 
imperious air and inhumanity, which had rendered 
him so odious. He was so entirely altered, that he 
did not seem to be the same man. 

Whilst he was hastening his preparations for war, 
and studying to attain his subject’s pffbetions, he me¬ 
ditated an alliance with two powerful cities, Rhegiura 
and Messina, which were capable of disconcerting his 
great designs by a formidable diversion. The league 
formed against him by those cities some time before, 
though without any effect, gave him some uneasiness. 
He therefore thought it necessary to make sure of the 
amity of them both. He presented the inhabitants of 
Messina with a considerable ouantity of land, which 
was situate in their neighbourhood, and lay very com- 
modiously for them. To give the people of Rheni¬ 
um an instance of his esteem and regard for them, ne 
sent embassadors to desire that they would give him 
one of their citizens in marriage. He had lost his 
first wife in the popular commotion, of which men¬ 
tion has already been made. 

Dionysius, sensible that nothing establishes a throne 
more effectually than the prospect of a successor, who 
may enter into the same designs, have the same inte¬ 
rests, pursue the same plan, and observe the same 
maxinte of government, took the opportunity of the 
present tranquillity of his affairs to contract a double 
marriage, in order to have a successor, to whom he' 
might transfer the sovereignty which had cost him so 
many toils, and dangers to acquire. 

The people of Rhegium, to whom Dionysius had 
first applied, having called a council to take his de¬ 
mand into consideration, after a long debate came to 
a resolution not to contract any alliance with a ty¬ 
rant; and for their final answer returned, that they 
had only the hangman’s daughter to give him. The 
raillery was keen, and cut deep. We shall see in 
the sequel how dear that city paid for their jest. 

The Locrians, to whom Dionysius sent the same 
embassadors, did not show themselves so difficult and 
delicate, but sent him for a wife Doris, the daughter 
of one of their most illustrious citizens. He caused 
her to be brought from Locris in a galley with five 
benches of rowers, of extraordinary magnificence, and 
glittering in every part with gold and silver. He 
married, at the same time, Aristomache, daughter of 
Hipparinus, the most considerable and powerful of 
the citizens of Syracuse, and sister of Dion, of whom 
much will be said hereafter. She was brought to his 
palace in a chariot drawn by four white horses, which 
was then a singular mark of distinction. The nup¬ 
tials of both were celebrated the same day with uni¬ 
versal rejoicings throughout the whole city, and at¬ 
tended with feasts and presents of incredible magni¬ 
ficence. 

It was contrary to the manners and universal cus¬ 
tom of the western nations, from the earliest times, 
that he espoused two wives at once; taking in (his, as 
in every thing else, the liberty assumed by tyrants, of 
setting themselves above all laws. 

Dionysius seemed to have an equal affection for the 
two wives, without giving the preference to either, to 
remove all cause of jealousy' and discord. The peo¬ 
ple of Syracuse reported that he preferred his own 
countrywoman to the foreigner; but the latter had 
the good fortune first to bring her husband a son, 
which supported him not a little against the cabals and 
intrigues of the Syracusans. Aristomache was a long 
time without any symptoms of pregnancy, though Di¬ 
onysius desired so earnestly to have issue by her, that 
he put the mother of his Locrianwife to death, accu¬ 
sing her of hindering Aristomache from conceiving, 
by witchcraft and sorcery. 

Aristoniache’s brother was the celebrated Dion, who 
wa 9 in great estimation with Dionysius. He was at 
first obliged for his credit to his sister’s favour; but ha¬ 
ving afterwards given proofs of his great capacity in 
many instances, his own merit made him much be- 
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loved and regarded by the tyrant. Amongst the other 
marks which Dionysius gave him of his confidence, 
he ordered his treasurers to supply him, without far¬ 
ther orders, with whatever money he should demand, 
provided they informed him the very same day what 
they had given him. 

Dion had naturally n great and D-' hie soul. A hap¬ 
py accident had conduced to inspire and confirm in 
nun the most elevated sentiments. A kind of chance, 
or rather, ns Plutarch says, a peculiar providence, 
which laid at a distance the foundations of the liberty 
of Syracuse, brought Plato, the most celebrated of 
philosophers to that city. Dion became his friend and 
disciple, and made great improvements from hi« les¬ 
sons, for though brought up in a luxurious and vo¬ 
luptuous court, where the supreme good was made to 
^consist in pleasure and magnificence, he had no soon- 
fe r heard tne precepts of his new master, and imbibed 
'/a taste of the philosophy that inculcates virtue, than 
*!iis soul was intlamed with the love of it. Plato, in 
one of his letters, gives this glorious testimoy of him; 
that he had never met with a young man upon whom 
hi.s discourses made so great an impression, or who 
had comprehended his principles with so much 
quickness and vivacity. 

As Dion was young and inexperienced, observing 
the facility with which Plato had changed his taste 
and inclinations, he imagined, with simplicity enough, 
that the same reasons would have the same effects up¬ 
on the mind of Dionysius; and with this view could 
not rest till he had prevailed upon the tyrant to hear 
and converse with him. Dionysius consented; but 
the lust of tyrannic power had taken too deep a root 
in his heart to be ever eradicated from it. It was 
like an indelible dye, 1 that had penetrated his inmost 
soul, from whence it was impossible ever to efface it. 

Though the stay of Plato at the court made no al¬ 
teration in Dionysius, 2 the latter still continued to 
ive Dion the same marks of his esteem and confi- 
ence, and even to endure, without taking offence, 
the freedom with which he spoke to him. Dionysius', 
ridiculing one clay the government of Gelon, formerly 
king of Syracuse, and saying, in allusion to his name, 
that he had been the laughing-stock of Sicily, 3 the 
whole court greatly admired, and took no small pains 
to praise the quaintness and delicacy of the conceit, 
insipid and flat as it was, and indeed, as puns and 
quibbles generally are. Dion took it in a serious 
sense, and was so bold as to represent to him that he 
was in the wrong to talk in that manner of a prince 
whose Wise and equitable conduct bad been the mo¬ 
del of a perfect government, and given the Syracu¬ 
sans a favourable opinion of monarchical power. 
“You reign,” added he, “and are trusted,forGelon’s 
sake; but for your sake, no man will ever be trusted 
after you.” It tvas much that a tyrant should suffer 
himself to be talked to in such a manner with im¬ 
punity. 

SECTION III.-DIONYSIUS DECLARES WAR 

AGAINST THE CARTHAGINIANS. VARIOUS SUC¬ 
CESS OF IT. SYRACUSE REDUCED TO EXTREMI¬ 
TIES, AND SOON AFTER DELIVERED. NEW COM¬ 
MOTIONS AGAINST DIONYSIUS. DEFEAT OF TMIL- 

CO, AND AFTERWARDS OFMAGO, UNHAPPY FATE 

OF THE CITY OF RHEGIUM. 

Dionysius seeing his great preparations were now 
complete, and that he was in a condition to take the 
field, publicly opened his design to the Syracusans, in 
order to interest them the more in the success of the 
enterprise, and told them that it was his intention to 
make war against the Carthaginians. He represented 
that people as the perpetual and inveterate enemy of 
the Greeks, and especially of those who inhabited Si¬ 
cily; that the plague which had lately wasted Car¬ 
thage, afforded a favourable opportunity, which ought 
cot to be neglected; that the people in subjection to 
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such severe masters, waited only the signal to declare 
against them; that it would he glorious for Syracuse 
to reinstate the Grecian cities in their liberty, after 
having so long groaned under the yoke of the Barba¬ 
rians; that in declaring war at present against the 
Carthaginians, they only anticipated them by a short 
time; since as soon as they had retrieved their losses, 
they would not fail to attack Syracuse with all their 
forces. 

The assembly ivere unanimous in opinion. Their 
ancient and natural hatred of the Barbarians; their 
anger and resentment against them for having given 
Syracuse a master; and the hope that with arms in 
their hands they might find some occasion of recover¬ 
ing their liberty, united them in their suffrages. The 
war was resolved without any opposition, and it began 
that very instant. There were at Syracuse, as well 
in the city as the port, a great number of Carthagi¬ 
nians, who, relying upon the faith of treaties and the 
peace, exercised traffic, and thought themselves in 
security. The populace, by Dionysius’s authority, 
upon the breaking up of the assembly, ran to their 
houses and ships, plundered their goods, and carried 
off’their effects. They met with the same treatment 
throughout Sicily; and murders and massacres were 
added to this pillage, by way of reprisal for the many 
cruelties committed by the Barbarians upon those they 
conquered, and to show them what they had to expect 
if they continued to make war with the same in¬ 
humanity. 

After thisbloody execution, Diony¬ 
sius sent a letter by a herald to Car- A. M. 3607. 
thage, in which he signified that the Ant. J. C. 397. 
Syracusans declared war against the 
Carthaginians, if the)' did not withdraw their garri¬ 
sons from all the Grecian cities held by them in Sici¬ 
ly. The reading of this letter, which took place first 
in the senate and afterwards in the assembly of the 
people, occasioned an uncommon alarm, as the pesti¬ 
lence had reduced the city to a deplorable condition. 
However, they were not dismayed, and prepared for 
a vigorous defence. They raised troops with the ut¬ 
most diligence, and Imilco set out immediately to put 
himself at the head of the Carthaginian army in Sicily. 

Dionysius, on his side, lost no time, and took the 
field with his army, which daily increased by the ar¬ 
rival of new troops, who came to join him from all 
parts. It amounted to 80,000 foot and 3000 horse. 
The fleet consisted of 200 galleys, and 500 barks la¬ 
den with provisions and machines of w ar. He open¬ 
ed the campaign with the siege of Motya, a fortified 
town belonging to the Carthaginians near mount 
Eryx, in a little island something more than a quarter 
of a league from the continent, 4 to which it was join¬ 
ed by a small neck of land, which the besieged imme¬ 
diately cut through, to prevent the approaches of the 
enemy on that side. 

Dionysius having left the care of the siege, to Lep- 
tines, who commanded the fleet, w'ent with his land 
forces to attack the places in alliance with the Car¬ 
thaginians. Terrified by the approach of so nume¬ 
rous an army,they all surrendered except five; which 
were Ancyra, Solos, Palermo, 5 Segesta, and Entella, 
The last two places he besieged. 

Imilco, however, to make a diversion, detached ten 
galleys of his fleet, W’itb orders to attack and surprise 
in the night all the vessels which remained in the port 
of Syracuse. The commander of this expedition en¬ 
tered the port according to his orders, w-ithout meet¬ 
ing with resistance; and after having sunk a great 
part of the vessels which he found there, retired well 
satisfied with the success of his enterprise. 

Dionysius, after having wasted the enemy’s coun¬ 
try, returned, and sat down with his whole army be¬ 
fore Motya: and having employed a great number of 
hands in making causeways and mole* *, he restored 
the neck of land, and brought forward his engines on 
that side. The place was attacked w-ith the utmost 
vigour, and equally w r ell defended.* After the be¬ 
siegers had passed the breach and entered the city, 
the^ besieged persisted a great while in defending 
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themselves with incredihle valour; so that it was ne¬ 
cessary to pursue and drive them from house to house. 
The soldiers, enraged at so obstinate a defence, put 
all before them to the sword; age, youth, women, 
children, nothing was spared, except those who had 
taken refuge in the temples. The town was aban¬ 
doned to the soldiers’ discretion; Dionysius being 

i deased with an occasion of attaching the troops to 
iis service by the allurement and hope of gain. 

The Carthaginians made an extraordinary effort the 
next year, and raised an army of 300,000 foot and 4000 
horse. The fleet under Mago’s command consisted 
of 400 galleys, and upwards of 600 vessels laden with 
provisions and engines of war. Imileo had given the 
captains of the fleet his orders sealed up, which were 
not to be opened till they were out at sea. He had 
taken this precaution, that his designs might be kept 
secret, and to prevent spies from sending information 
of them to Sicily. The rendezvous was at Palermo; 
where the fleet arrived without much loss in their pas¬ 
sage. imileo took Eryx by treachery,and soon after 
compelled Motya to surrender. Messina seemed to 
him a place of importance; because it might favour 
the landing of troops from Italy in Sicily, and bar the 
passage of those that should come from Peloponne¬ 
sus. After a long and vigorous defence it fell into his 
hands, and some time after he entirely demolished it. 

Dionysius, seeing his forces extremely inferior to 
the enemy, retired to Syracuse. Almost all the peo¬ 
ple of Sicily, who hated* him from the beginning, and 
were only reconciled to him in appearance and out 
of fear, took this occasion to quit nis party, and to 
join the Carthaginians. The tyrant levied new 
troops, and gave the slaves their liberty, that they 
might serve on board the fleet. His army amounted 
to 30,000 font ancl 3000 horse, and his fleet to 180 
galleys. With these forces he took the field, and re¬ 
moved about eight leagues from Syracuse. Imileo con¬ 
tinued to advance with his land army, followed by 
his fleet, that kept near the coast. When he arrived 
at Naxos, he could not continue his march along the 
sea-side, and was obliged to taken long compass round 
mount .Etna, which, by a new eruption, had set the 
country about it on fire, and covered it with ashes. 
He ordered his fleet to wait his coming up at Catana. 
Dionysius apprised of this, thought the opportunity 
favourable for attacking it, whilst separated from the 
land forces, and whilst his own, drawn up in battle 
upon the shore, might he of service to animate and 
support his fleet. The scheme was wisely concerted, 
but the success not answerable to it. Leptines his 
admiral, having advanced inconsiderately with thirty 
galleys, contrary to the opinion of Dionysius, who 
had particularly recommended to him not to divide 
his forces, at first sank several of the enemy’s ships, 
but, upon being surrounded by the greater number, 
was forced to fly. His whole fleet followed his ex¬ 
ample, and was warmly pursued by the Carthaginians. 
Mago despatched boats full of soldiers, with orders to 
kill all that endeavoured to save themselves by swim¬ 
ming to shore. The land army drawn up there, saw 
them perish miserably, without bein^ able to give 
them any assistance. The loss on tne side of the 
Sicilians was very great, more than 100 galleys be¬ 
ing either taken or sunk, and 20,000 men perishing 
either in the battle or the flight. 

The Sicilians, who were afraid to shut themselves up 
in Syracuse, where they eould not fail of being be¬ 
sieged very soon, solicited Dionysius to lead them 
against Itnilco, whom so bold an enterprise might dis¬ 
concert; besides which, they should find his troops 
fatigued with their long and forced march. Thepro- 

E osal pleased him at first; but upon reflecting that 
Iago, with the victorious fleet, might in the mean 
time advance and take Syracuse, he thought it more 
advisable to return thither; which was the occasion 
of his losing abundance of his troops, who deserted in 
numbers on all sides. Imileo, after a march of two 
days, arrived at Catana, where he halted some days to 
refresh his army, and refit his fleet, which had suffer¬ 
ed exceedingly by a violent storm. 

He then marched to Syracuse, 1 and made his fleet 

i Diod. p. 2?5, 290. 


enter the port in triumph. More than 200 galleys, 
adorned with the spoils of the enemy, made a noble 
appearance as they advanced; the crews forming a 
kind of concert by the uniform and regular order 
they observed in the motion of their oars. They 
were followed by an infinite number of smaller ves¬ 
sels; so that the port, vast as it was, was scarcely ca¬ 
pable of containing them, the whole sea being in a 
manner covered with sails. At the same time on the 
other side appeared the land army composed, as has 
been said, of 300,000 foot and 4000 horse. Imileo 
pitched his tent in the temple of Jupiter, and the army 
encamped round, at somewhat more than a half 
league’s distance from the city. 2 It is easy to judge the 
consternation and alarm with which such a prospect 
inspired the Syracusans. The Carthaginian general 
advanced with his troops to the walls to offer the Sy¬ 
racusans battle, and at the same time seized upon the 
two remaining ports by a detachment of 100 galleys. 3 
As he saw that the Svracusans did not make the least 
movement, he retired, contented for the present with 
the enemy’s avowal of their weakness. For thirty 
(lays together he laid waste thecountry, cutting down 
all the trees, and destroying all before him. He then 
made himself master of the suburb called Archradina, 
and plundered the temples of Ceres and Proserpine. 
Foreseeing that the siege might probably be of long 
duration, he intrenched nis camp, and enclosed it with 
strong walls, after having demolished for that purpose 
all the tomhs, and amongst others, that of GHon and 
his wife Demnrata, which was a most magnificent 
monument. He built three forts at some distance 
from each other; the first at Plemmyrium; the second 
towards the middle of the port; tne third near the 
temple of Jupiter; in order to secure his magazines 
of corn and wine. He sent also a great number of 
small vessels to Sardinia and Africa to fetch provisions. 

At the same time nrrived Polyxenns, whom his brn- 
ther-in-law Dionysius had despatched at the begin¬ 
ning of the war into Italy and Greece for all the aid 
he could obtain, and he brought with him a fleet of 
thirty ships, commanded by Pharacides, a Lacedaemo¬ 
nian. This reinforcement came very seasonably, and 
gave the Syracusans new spirit. Upon seeing a bark 
laden with provisions for the enemy, they detached 
five galleys, and took it. The Carthaginians gave 
them chase with forty sail; the Syracusans advanced 
with their whole fleet, and in the battle made them¬ 
selves masters of the admiral-galley, damaged many 
others, took twenty-four, pursued the rest to the place 
where their whole fleet rode, and offered them battle 
a second time, which the Carthaginians, discouraged 
by the check they had received, were afraid to accept. 

The Syracusans, emboldened by so unexpected a 
victory, returned to the city with the galleys they had 
taken, and entered it in a kind of triumph. Animated 
by this success, which could be only ascribed to their 
valour, (for Dionysius was then absent with a small 
detachment oftheir fleet to procure provisions,attend¬ 
ed by Leptines,) they encouraged each other, and 
seeing themselves with arms in their hands, they re¬ 
proached one another with cowardice, ardently ex¬ 
claiming, that the time was come for throwing off the 
shameful yoke of servitude, and resuming their ancient 
liberty. , 

Whilst they were in the midst of these discourses, 
dispersed in small parlies, the tyrant arrived; and ha¬ 
ving summoned an assembly, he congratulated ihe 
Syracusans upon their late victory,and promised in a 
short time to put an end to the war, and deliver them 
from the enemy. He was going to dismiss the asseni- 
bly, when Theodorus, one of the most illustrious of 
the citizens, a person of sense and valour, took upon 
him to speak, and to declare boldly for liberty. “ We 
are told,” said he, “ of restoring peace, terminating 
the war, and of being delivered from the enemy. 
What signifies such language from Dionysius? Can 
we consider as peace the wretched state of slavery to 
which he lias reduced us? Have we any enemy more 
to be dreaded than the tyrant that subverts our liberty, 
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or a war more cruel than that he has nmde upon us I 
for so many years? Let Imileo conquer, he will con¬ 
tent himself with laving a tribute upon U3, and leave I 
us the exercise of our laws; but the tyrant that en¬ 
slaves us, knows no other than his avarice, his cruel¬ 
ly, his ambition! The temples of the gods robbed by 
his sacrilegious hands, our goods made a prey, ana 
our lands abandoned to his instruments, our persons 
daily exposed to the most shameful and cruel treat¬ 
ment, the blood of so many citizens shed in the midst 
of us, and before our eyes; these are the fruits of his 
reign, and the peace he obtains for us! Was it for 
the support ofdur liberties he built yon citadel? that 
he has enclosed it with such strong walls and high tow¬ 
ers, and has called in for his guard that tribe of stran¬ 
gers and barbarians who insult us with impunity? 
How long, O Syracusans, shall we suffer such indig¬ 
nities, more insupportable to the brave and generous 
than death itself ) Bold and intrepid against the ene¬ 
my abroad, shall wc always tremble like cowards in 
the presence of a tyrant? Providence, which has 
again put arms into our hands, directs us what use to 
make of them! Sparta, and the other cities in our al¬ 
liance, who glory in being free and independent, would 
deem us unworthy of the Grecian name if we had any 
other sentiments. Let us show that we do not de¬ 
generate from our ancestors. If Dionysius consents 
to retire from amongst us, let us open him our gates, 
and let him take along with him whatever he pleases; 
but if he persists in tne tyranny, let him experience 
what effects the love of liberty has upon the brave 
and resolute.’ 1 

After this speech, all the Syracusans, in suspense 
betwixt hope and fear, looked earnestly upon their 
allies, and particularly upon the Spartans. Pharaci- 
des, who commanded their fleet, rose up to speak. 
It was expected that a citizen of Sparta would declare 
in favour ofliberty; but he did quite the reverse: and 
told them that his republic had sent him to aid the 
Syracusans and Dionysius against the Carthaginians, 
and not to make war upon Dionysius, or to subvert 
his authority. This answer confounded the Syracu¬ 
sans, and the tyrant’s guard arriving at the same time, 
the assembly broke up. Dionysius perceiving more 
than ever what he had to fear,used all his endeavours 
to ingratiate himself with the people, and to attach 
the citizens to his interests; making presents to some, 
inviting others to eat with him, and affecting upon 
fill occasions to treat them with kindness and fami¬ 
liarity. 

It was probably about this time, 1 that Polyxenus, 
Dionysius’s brother-in-law, who had married his sis¬ 
ter Thesta, having without doubt declared against him 
in this conspiracy, fled from Sicily for the preserva¬ 
tion of his life, and to avoid falling into the tyrant’s 
bands. Dionysius sent for his sister, and bitterly re¬ 
proached her for not apprising him of her husband’s 
intended flight, as she could not be ignorant of it. She 
replied without expressing the least surprise or fear, 
“Have I then appeared to you so bad a wife, and of 
so mean a soul, as to have abandoned my husband in 
bis flight, had I been acquainted with his design, and 
not to have desired to share his dangers and misfor¬ 
tunes? No! I knew nothing of it; or I should have 
been much happier irf being called in all places the 
wife of Polyxenus the exile, than, in Syracuse, the sis¬ 
ter of the tyrant.” Dionysius could not but admire 
an answer so full of spirit and generosity; and the Sy¬ 
racusans in general w’ere so charmed with her virtue, 
that after tne tyranny was suppressed, the same ho¬ 
nours, equipage, and train of a queen, which she had 
before, were continued to her during her life; and af¬ 
ter her death, the whole people attended her body to 
the tomb, and honoured ncr funeral with an extraor¬ 
dinary concourse. 

On the side of the Carthaginians, affairs began to 
take a new appearance on a sudden. They had com¬ 
mitted an irretrievable error in not attacking Syra¬ 
cuse upon their arrival, and in not taking advantage 
of the consternation which the sight of their fleet and 
army, equally formidable, had occasioned, At pre- 
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sent the plague, which was looked upon as a punish¬ 
ment sent from heaven for their plundering of tem¬ 
ples and demolishing of tombs, had destroyed great 
numbers of their army in a short time. I have de¬ 
scribed the extraordinary symptoms of it in the his¬ 
tory of the Carthaginians. To add to that misfor¬ 
tune, the Syracusans, being informed of their unhap- 
pj r condition, attacked them in the night by sea and 
land. The surprise, and terror, and even haste they 
were in, to put themselves into a posture of defence, 
threw them into new difficulty and confusion. They 
knew not on which side to send relief; all being 
equally in danger. Many of their vessels were sunk, 
and others almost entirely disabled, and a much 
greater number destroyed by fire. The old men, 
women, and children, ran in crowds to the walls to 
be witnesses of that scene of horror, and lifted up 
their hands towards heaven, returning thanks to the 
gods for so signal a protection of their city. The 
slaughter within and without the camp, and ou board 
the vessels, w r as great and dreadful, and ended only 
with the day. 

Imileo, reduced to despair, offered Dionysius se¬ 
cretly 300,000 crowns 2 for permission to retire in the 
night with the remains of his army and fleet. The 
tyrant, who was not displeased with leaving the Car¬ 
thaginians some resource, to keep his subjects in con¬ 
tinual awe, gave his consent ; but only for the citi¬ 
zens of Carthage. Upon which Imileo, four days af¬ 
ter, set out with forty ships, filled with Carthaginians 
alone; leaving the rest of his troops behind. The 
Corinthians, discovering from the noise and motion 
of the galleys that Imileo was making off, sent to in¬ 
form Dionysius of his flight, who affected ignorance 
of it, and gave immediate orders to pursue him; but 
as they saw' that those orders were but slowly exe¬ 
cuted, they followed the enemy themselves, and sunk 
several vessels of their rear guard. 

Dionysius then marched out with his troops; but 
before their arrival, the Sicilians in the Carthaginian 
servicehad retired to their several countries. Having 
first posted troops in all the passes, he advanced di¬ 
rectly to the enemy’s camp, though it was not quite 
day. The barbarians, who saw themselves cruelly 
abandoned and betrayed by Imileo and the Sicilians, 
lost courage and fled. Some of them were taken by 
the troops in the passes; others laid down their arms 
and asked quarter. The Iberians alone drew up, and 
sent a herald to capitulate with Dionysius, who in¬ 
corporated them intu his guards. The rest were all 
made prisoners. 

Sucli was the fate of the Carthaginians; which 
shows, says the historian, 3 that humiliation treads upon 
the heels of pride, and that those who are too much 
puffed up with their pow'er and success, are soon 
forced to confess their weakness and vanity. Those 
haughty victors, masters of almost all Sicily, who 
looked upon Syracuse as already their own, and had 
already entered triumphant into the great port, in¬ 
sulting the citizens, are now reduced to fly shamefully 
under the covert of the night; dragging away with 
them the sad ruins and miserable remains of their fleet 
and army, and trembling for the fate of their native 
country. Imileo, who had neither regarded the sa¬ 
cred refuge of temples, nor the inviolable sanctity of 
tombs, after having left 150,000 men unburied in the 
enemy’s country, returns, to perish miserably at Car¬ 
thage, avenging upon himself by his death the con¬ 
tempt he had expressed for gods and men. 

Dionysius, w ho was suspicious of the strangers in 
his service, removed 10,000 of them, and, under 
the pretence of rewarding their merit, gave them 
the city, of Lcontium, which was in reality very 
commodiously situated, and an advantageous settle¬ 
ment. He confided the guard of his person to other 
foreigners, and the slaves wliom he had made free. 
He made several attempts upon places in Sicily, and 
in the neighbouring country, especially against Rhc- 
gium. 4 The people of Italy, seeing themselves iu 
danger, entered into a powerful alliance to put a stop 


* Plut. in Dion. p. DGC. 
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to his conquests. The success was tolerably equal on 
both sides. 

About this time, the Gauls, who some months be¬ 
fore had burnt Rome, sent deputies to Dionysius to 
make an alliance with him. 1 He wa9 at that time in Ita¬ 
ly. The advices he had received of the great prepa¬ 
rations making by the Carthaginians for war, obliged 
him to return to Sicily. 

In fact, the Carthaginians having set on foot a nu¬ 
merous army under the conduct of Mago, made new 
efforts against Syracuse, but with no better success 
than the former. They terminated in an acconmio- 
dation with Dionysius. 

He attacked Rhegium again, and at 

A. M. 3615. first received no inconsiderable check, 
Ant. J. C.389. But having gained a great victory 
against the Greeks of Italy, in which 
he took more than 10,000 prisoners, he dismissed them 
all without ransom, contrary to their expectation; 
with a view of detaching the Italians from the inte¬ 
rests of Rhegium, and of dissolving a powerful league, 
which might have defeated his designs against that 
city. Having by this act of favour and generosity ac¬ 
quired the good opinion of all the inhabitants of the 
country, and from enemies made them his friends and 
allies, he returned against Rhegium. He was extreme¬ 
ly incensed against that city, upon account of their 
refusing to give him one of their citizens in marriage, 
and the insolent answer with which that refusal was 
attended. The besieged, finding themselves incapable 
of resisting so numerous an army as that of Diony¬ 
sius, and expecting no quarter if the city were taken 
by assault, began to talk of capitulating; to which he 
hearkened not unwillingly, lie made them pay 300,- 
000 crowns, deliver up all their vessels to the number 
c* *f seventy, and put 100 hostages into hi> hands; after 
which he raised the siege. It was not out of favour 
or clemency that he acted in this manner, but to make 
their destruction sure, after having first reduced their 
power. 

Accordingly the next year, under the false pretext, 
and with the reproach of their having violated the 
treaty, he besieged them again with all his forces, 
having first sent back their hostages. Botli parties 
acted With the utmost vigour. The desire of revenge 
on one side, and the fear of the most cruel torments 
on the other, animated the troops. Those of the city 
were commanded by Phvto, a brave and intrepid man, 
whom the danger of his country rendered more cou¬ 
rageous. He made frequent and vigorous sallies, in 
one of which Dionysius received a wound, of which 
he recovered with great difficulty. The siege went 
on slowly, and had already continued eleven months, 
when a cruel famine reduced the city to the last ex¬ 
tremities. A measure of wheat (of about six bushels) 
was sold for about ten pounds. 2 After having con¬ 
sumed all their horses an.d beasts of burden, they 
were reduced to support themselves with leather and 
hides, which they boiled; and at last to feed upon the 
grass of the fields like beasts: a resource of which 
Dionysius soon deprived them, by making his horse 
eat up all the herbage around the city. Necessity at 
length reduced them to surrender at discretion, and 
Dionysius entered the place, which he found covered 
with dead bodies. Those who survived were rather 
skeletons than men. He took above 6000 prisoners, , 
whom he sent to Syracuse. Such as could pay about 
two pounds 3 he dismissed, and sold the rest for slaves. 

Dionysius let fall the whole weight of his resent¬ 
ment and revenge upon Phyto. He began with or¬ 
dering his son to be thrown into the sea. The next 
day he ordered the father to be fastened to the ex¬ 
tremity of the highest of his engines for a spectacle 
to the’whole army, and in that condition he sent to 
tell, him that his son had been thrown into the sea. 
“Then he is happier .than l by a day,” replied that 
unfortunate parent. He afterwards caused him to be 
led through the whole city, to be scourged with rods, 
an*d to suffer a thousand other indignities, whilst a 
herald proclaimed, “that the perfidious traitor was 


1 Justin. 1. xx. c. 5 
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treated in that manner, for having inspired the peo* 
pie of Rhegium with rebellion.”—“ Say rather,” an¬ 
swered that generous defender of his country’s li¬ 
berty, “that a faithful citizen is soused, for having re¬ 
fused to sacrifice his country to a tyrant.” Such an 
object and such a discourse drew tears from all eyes, 
and even from the soldiers of Dionysius. He was 
afraid his prisoner would be taken from him before 
he had satiated his revenge, and ordered him to be 
flung into the sea directly. 

SECTION IV.— -VIOLENT PASSION OF DIONYSIUS 

FOR POESY. REFLECTIONS UPON THAT TASTE OF 

THE TYRANT. FLATTERY OF HIS COURTIERS. 

GENEROUS FREEDOM OF FHILOXENUS. DEATH 

OF DIONYSIUS. HIS BAD QUALITIES. ' 

At an interval of leisure which his success against 
Rhegium had left Dionysius, 4 the tyrant, who was de¬ 
sirous of glory of every kind, and piqued himself upon 
the excellence of his genius, sent his brother Theari- 
des to Olympia, to dispute in his name the prizes of 
the chariot-race and poetry. 

The circumstance which I am now going to treat, 
and which regards the taste or rather passion of Dio¬ 
nysius for poetry and polite learning, being one of his 
peculiar characteristics, and having besides a mixture 
of good and bad in itself, makes it requisite, in order 
to form an equitable judgment upon this point, to 
distinguish wherein this taste of his is either laudable 
or worthy of blame. 

I say the same of the tyrant’s total character, with 
whose vices of ambitiun and tyranny many great qua¬ 
lities were united, which ought not to be disguised or 
misrepresented ; the veracity of history requiring, that 
justice should be done to the most wicked, as they 
are not so in every respect. We have seen several 
things in his character that certainly deserve praise; 
I mean in regard to his manners and behaviour: the 
mildness with which he suffered the freedom of young 
Dion, the admiration he expressed of the bold ancl 
generous answer of his sister Thesta upon the occa¬ 
sion of her husband’s flight, his gracious and insinu¬ 
ating deportment upon several other occasions to the 
Syracusans, the familiarity with which he conversed 
with the meanest citizens and even workmen, the 
equality he observed between his two wives, and his 
kindness and respect for them; all which imply that 
Dionysius had moreequity, moderation,affability, and 
generosity, than is commonly ascribed to him. He 
is not such a tyrant as Phalaris, Alexander of Pherce, 
Caligula, Nero, or Caracal la. 

But to return to Dionysius’s taste for poetry. In 
his intervals of leisure, he loved to unbend in the con¬ 
versation of persons of wit, ancl in the study of the 
arts and sciences. . He was particularly fond of versi¬ 
fying and employed himself in the composition of 
poems, especially of tragedies. Thus far this passion 
of his may be excused, having something undoubtedly 
laudable in it; 1 mean in his taste for polite learning, 
the esteem he expressed for learned men, his inclina¬ 
tion to do them good offices, and the employment to 
which he devoted his leisure hours. Was it not bet¬ 
ter to employ them in exercising his mind and the 
cultivation of science, than in feasting, dancing, the¬ 
atrical amusements, gaming, frivulous company, and 
other pleasures still more pernicious? This is the 
wise, reflection which Dionysius the younger made 
when at Connth. Philip ofIMacedon being at table 
with him, 5 spoke of the odes and tragedies his father 
had left behind him with an air of raillery and con¬ 
tempt, and seemed to be under some difficulty to com¬ 
prehend at what time of his life he had leisure for 
such compositions. Dionysius smartly and wittily 
replied, “ The difficulty is very great indeed! Why, 
he composed them at those hours which you and I, 
and an infinity of others, who have so high an opin¬ 
ion of ourselves, pass in drinking, and other diver¬ 
sions,” 

Juliu 9 Caesar and the emperor Augustus.cultivated 
poetry, and composed tragedies. 6 Lucullus intended 
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to have written the memoirs of his military actions in 
verse. The comedies of Terence were attributed to 
Lrelius and Scipio, both great captains, especially the 
latter; and that report, which generally prevailed at 
Rome was so far from lessening their reputation, that 
it added to the general esteem in which they were 
held. 

These relaxations, therefore, were not blameable in 
their own nature; this taste for poetry was rather 
laudable, if kept within due bounds; but Dionysius 
was ridiculous for pretending to excel all others in it. 
He could not endure either a superior or competitor 
in any* * thing. From being in the sole jpossession of 
supreme authority,he had accustomed himself to ima- 
■ gine that he possessed the same paramount rank in 
the empire of wit: in a word, he was in every thing a 
tyrant. His immoderate estimation of his own merit 
flowed, in some measure, from the overbearing turn 
cf mind which empire and command had given him. 
The continual applauses of a court, and the flatteries 
of those who knew how to recommend themselves by 
6oothing his darling foible, were another source of 
this vain conceit. And of what will not a great man, 1 
a minister, a prince, think himself capable, who has 
such incense and adoration continually paid to him? 
It is well known that Cardinal Richelieu in the midst 
of his important business, not only composed dra¬ 
matic pieces, but piqued himself on his excellence in 
that talent; and what is more, his jealousy in that 
point rose so high as to use his authority in causing 
criticisms to be directed against the compositions of 
those to whom the public, a just and incorruptible 
judge in the question, had given the preference against 
him. 

Diony*sius did not reflect, that there are things es¬ 
timable in themselves, and conferring honour upon 
private persons, in w*hich it does not become a prince 
to desire to excel. I have mentioned elsewhere Phi¬ 
lip of Macedon’s expression to his son Alexander, up¬ 
on his having shown too much skill in music at a pub¬ 
lic entertainment: “Are you not ashamed,” said he, 
“ to sing so well?” It was acting inconsistently w*ith 
the dignity of his rank. If Caesar and Augustus, when 
they wrote tragedies, had taken it into their heads to 
equal or excel Sophocles, it had not only been ridi¬ 
culous, but a reproach to them. And the reason is, 
because a prince being obliged by an essential and 
indispensable duty to apply himself incessantly to the 
affairs of government, and having an infinitude of va¬ 
rious business perpetually flowing in upon him, he can 
make no other use of the sciences, than to divert him 
at such short intervals, as will not admit such pro¬ 
gross iu them, as is requisite in order to excel those 
who make them their particular study. Hence when 
the public sees a prince afl'ect the first rank in this 
kind of merit, they* have a right to conclude that he 
neglects his more important duties,and what he ow*es 
to his people’s happiness, to give himself up to an em¬ 
ployment which w-astes his time and mental energy* 
ineffectually. 

We must, however, do Dionysius the justice to 
own, that he was never reproached for letting poetry 
interfere to the prejudice of his great affairs, or that 
it made him less active and diligent on any important 
occasion. 

I have already said, 2 that this prince, in an interval 
of peace, had sent his brother Thearides to Olympia, 
to dispute the prizes of poetry and the chariot-race in 
bis name. When he arrived in the assembly, the 
beauty as well as number of his chariots, and the mag¬ 
nificence of his pavilion, embroidered with gold and 
silver, attracted the eyes and admiration of all the 
spectators. The ear w*as rjo less charmed when the 
poems of Dionysius began to be read. He had cho¬ 
sen expressly for the occasion readers with sonorous, 3 
musical voices, who might be heard far and distinct¬ 
ly, and who knew how to give a just emphasis and 
cadence to the verses they repeated. At first this had 

i-Nihil estquod credere de se 

Non poBsit, cum laudatur diis aequa potestas. 

Juvenal. 
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a very happy effect, and the whole audience were de¬ 
ceived by the art and sw*eetncss of the pronunciation. 
But that charm was soon at an end, and the mind not 
long seduced by the ears. The verses then appeared 
in their absurdity. The audience were ashamed of 
having applauded them, and their praise w'as turned 
into laughter, scorn, anti insult. Their contempt and 
indignation rose to such a pitch, that they tore Dio¬ 
nysius’s rich pavilion in pieces. Lysias, the celebrated 
orator, who was come to the Olympic games to dis¬ 
pute the prize of eloquence, which he had carried se¬ 
veral times before, undertook to prove, that it was 
inconsistent with the honour of Greece, the friend and 
asserler of liberty, to admit an impious tyrant to share 
in the celebration of the sacred games, who had no 
other thoughts than of subjecting all Greece to his 
power. Dionysius was not affronted in that manner 
then; but the event proved as little in his favour. 
His chariots having entered the lists, were all of them 
either carried out of the course by a headlong impe¬ 
tuosity, or dashed in pieces against one another. And 
to complete the misfortune, the galley which was 
bringing back the persons Dionysius had sent to the 
games, met with a violent storm, and did not return 
to Syracuse without great difficulty*. When the pi¬ 
lots arrived there, out of hatred and contempt for the 
tyrant, they reported throughout the city, that it was 
His vile poems which had occasioned so many misfor¬ 
tunes to the readers, racers, and even the ship itself. 
This bad success did not at all discourage Dionysius, 
nor make him abate in the least the high opinion 
which he entertained of his poetic vein. The flatter¬ 
ers, W'ho abounded in his court, did not fail to insinu¬ 
ate, that such injurious treatment of his poems could 
proceed only from envy, which always fastens upon 
what is most excellent; and that sooner or later, the 
invidious themselves would be compelled by demon¬ 
stration to do justice to his merit, and acknowledge 
his superiority to all other poets. 

The infatuation of Dionysius on this subject was in¬ 
conceivable. 4 He was undoubtedly a great warrior, 
and an excellent captain; but he fancied himself a 
much better poet, and believed that his verses w'ere a 
far greater honour to him than all his victories. To 
endeavour to undeceive him in an opinion so favoura¬ 
ble to himself, to say nothing of the absolute hope¬ 
lessness of the attempt, would have been an ill w’oy 
of making court to him; so that all the learned men 
and poets, who ate at his table in great numbers, 
seemed to be in an ecstary of admiration whenever he 
read them his poems. Never, according to them, was 
any thing comparable to them: all was great, all no¬ 
ble in his poetry: all was majestic, or, to speak more 
properly, all divine. 

Philoxenus was the only one of all the tribe who 
did not suffer himself to be hurried away by* this tor¬ 
rent of excessive praise and flattery. He w as a man 
of great reputation, and excelled in Dithyrambic poe¬ 
try. There is a story told of him, which La Fontaine 
has known how to apply admirably*. Being at table 
with Dionysius, and seeing a very small fish set be¬ 
fore him, and a huge one before the king, the whim 
took him, to lay his ear close to the little fish. He 
w*as asked what he meant by that pleasantry: “ I was 
inquiring,” said he, “ into some affairs that happened 
in the reign of Nereus, but this young native of the 
floods can give me no information: yours is elder, 
and without doubt knows something of the matter.” 

Dionysius having read one day some of his verses 
to Philoxenus, and having pressed him to give him 
his opinion of them, he answ ered with entire freedom, 
and told him plainly his real sentiments. Dionysius, 
who was not accustomed to such language, was ex¬ 
tremely offended, and ascribing his boldness to envy, 
gave orders to carry him to the quarries; the com¬ 
mon jail being so called. The whole court was af¬ 
flicted upon this account, and solicited for the gene¬ 
rous prisoner, whose release they obtained. Hewa3 
enlarged the next day and restored to favour. 

At the entertainment made that day by Dionysius 
for the same guests, which was a kind of ratification 


4 Diod. 1. xv. p. 331. 
2n2 






HISTORY OF 


450 

of the pardon, and at which they were for that reason 
more than usually gay and cheerful; after they had 
plentifully regaled a great while, the prince did not 
fail to introduce his poems into the conversation, 
which were the most frequent subject of it. He chose 
some passages which lie had taken extraordinarj' 
pains in composing, and conceived to be master¬ 
pieces, as was very discernible from the self-satisfac¬ 
tion and complacency he expressed whilst they were 
reading. But his delight could not be perfect without 
Philoxenus’s approbation, upon which he set the 
greater value, as it was not his custom to be so pro¬ 
fuse of it as the rest. What had passed the evening 
before was a sufficient lesson for the poet. When 
Dionysius asked his opinion of the verses, Philoxenus 
made no answer, but turning towards the guards, who 
stood round the table, he said in a serious, though hu¬ 
morous tone, without any emotion, “Carry me back 
to the quarries.” The prmce comprehended all the 
salt and spirit of that ingenious pleasantry, without 
being offended. 1 The sprightliness of the conceit 
atoned for its freedom, which at another time would 
have touched him to the quick, and made him exces¬ 
sively angry. He only laughed at it now, and was 
not aispleased with the poet. 

He did not act in the same way upon occasion of a 
gross jest of Antiphon’ 3 , which was indeed of a dif¬ 
ferent kind, and was the result of a violent and brutal 
disposition. The prince in conversation asked, which 
was the best kind of brass. After the company had 
given their opinioos, Antiphon said, that was the best 
of which the statues of Harniodius and Aristogiton 
were made. 2 This witty expression, 3 if it may be 
called so, cost him his life. 

The friends of Philoxenus, apprehending that his 
too great frankness might be also attended with fatal 
consequences, represented to him in the most serious 
manner, that those who live with princes must speak 
their language; that they wish to have nothing said 
to them but what is agreeable; that whoever does 
not know how to dissemble, is not qualified for a court, 
that the favours and liberalities which Dionysius con¬ 
tinually bestowed upon them, well deserved the re¬ 
turn of some little complaisance; that, in a word, with 
his blunt freedom and plain truth, he was in danger 
of losing not only his fortune but his life. Philoxe¬ 
nus told them, that he would profit by their good 
advice, and for the future give such a turn to his an¬ 
swers as should satisfy Dionysius without injuring 
truth. 

Accordingly, some time after, Dionysius having- 
read a piece of his composing upon a very mournful 
subject, wherein he was to move compassiou and draw' 
tears from the eyes of the audience, he addressed 
himself again to Philoxenus and asked him what he 
thought of his verses. Philoxenus gave him for an¬ 
swer one word, 4 which in the Greek language has 
two different significations. In one of then) it im¬ 
plies mournful, moving things, such a3 inspire senti¬ 
ments of pity and compassion: in the other, it express¬ 
es something very mean, defective, pitiful, and mise¬ 
rable. Dionysius, who was fond of nis verses, and be¬ 
lieved that every body must have thesamegood opin¬ 
ion of them, took that word in the favourable con¬ 
struction, and was extremely satisfied with Philoxe¬ 
nus, the rest of the company were not mistaken, but 
understood it in the right sense, though without ex¬ 
plaining themselves. 

Nothing could cure his folly for versification. It 
appears from Diodorus Siculus,* * 5 that having sent some 
of his poems a second time to Olympia, they were 
treated with the same ridicule and contempt as before. 
That news, which could not be kept from him, threw 
him into an excess of melancholy, which he could ne¬ 
ver get over, and turned soon after into a kind of mad¬ 
ness and frenzy. He complained that envy and jea¬ 

1 Tori ,ii'v £»i rijv suTf xmK'iXv r <ev \iyZv fiEiStxrxg o 
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lousy, the certain enemies of true merit, were always 
making war upon him, and that all the world con¬ 
spired to ruin his reputation. He accused his best 
friends of having engaged in the same design; some 
of whom he put to death, and others he banished; 
amongst whom were Leptines his brother, and Philis* 
tus, who had done him such great services, and to 
whom he was indebted for his power. They retired 
to Thurium in Italy, from whence they were recalled 
some time after, and reinstated in all their fortunes 
and former favour; Leptines even married Dionysius’s 
daughter. 

To remove this melancholy occasioned by the ill 
success of his verses, 6 it was necessary to find some 
employment; and with this his wars and buildings 
supplied him. He had formed a design of establish¬ 
ing powerful colonies in that part of Italy which is 
situate upon the Adriatic sea facing Epirus; in order 
that his fleet might not w’ant a secure retreat, when he 
should employ his forces on that side; a'nd with this 
view he made an alliance with the Illyrians; and re¬ 
stored Alcetes, king of the Molossians, to his throne. 
His principal design was to attack Epirus, and to make 
himself master of the immense treasures which had 
been for many ages amassing in the temple of Delphi. 
Before he could set this project on foot, which re¬ 
quired great preparations, he seemed to wish to make 
an essay of his abilities, by another of the same kind, 
though of much more easy execution. Having made 
a sudden irruption into Tuscany, under the pretence 
of pursuing pirates, he plundered a very rich temple 
in the suburbs of Agylla, a city of thaUcountry, and 
carried away a sum exceeding 4,500,000 livres.? He 
had occasion for money to support his great expen¬ 
ses at Syracuse, as well in fortifying the port, and ma¬ 
king it capable of receiving 200 galleys, as in enclo¬ 
sing the whole city with good walls, erecting magni¬ 
ficent temples, and building a place of exercise upon 
the banks of the river Anapus. 

At the same time he formed the design of driving 
the Carthaginians entirely out of Sicily. 3 A first vic¬ 
tory which he gained, put him almost into a condition 
to accomplish his project; but the loss of a second bat¬ 
tle, in which his brother Leptines was killed, put an 
end to his hopes, and obliged him to enter into a trea¬ 
ty, by which he gave up several towns to the Cartha¬ 
ginians, and paid them great suni3 of money to reim¬ 
burse their expenses in the war. An attempt which 
he made upon them some years after, taking advantage 
of the desolation occasioned by the plague at Car¬ 
thage, had no better success. 

Another victory of a very different kind, 9 though one 
which he had no less at heart, made him amends, or 
at least comforted him, for the ill success of hi3 arms. 
He had caused a tragedy of his to be represented at 
Athens, for the prize in the celebrated feast of Bac¬ 
chus, and w'asxleclared victor. Such a victory among 
the Athenians, who were the best judges of this kind 
of literature, seems to indicate, that the poetry of Di¬ 
onysius was not so mean and pitiful; and it is very 
possible that the aversion of the Greeks for every 
thing which came from a tyrant, had a great share in 
the contemptuous sentence passed upon his poems in 
the Olympic games. Be this as it may, Dionysius re¬ 
ceived the news with inexpressible transports of joy. 
Public thanksgivings were made to the gods, the tem¬ 
ples being scarce capable of containing the concourse 
of the people. Nothing was seen throughout the city 
but feasting and rejoicing; and Dionysius regaled all 
his friends with the most extraordinary magnificence. 
Self-satisfied to a degree that cannot be described, 
he believed himself at the summit of- glory, and did 
the honours of his table with a gayety and ease, and at 
the same time with a grace and dignity, that charmed 
all the world. He invited hi 3 guests to eat and drink 
more b) r his example than expressions, and carried his 
civilities of that kind to such an excess, that at the 
close of the banquet he was seized with violent pains, 
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occasioned by an indigestion, of which it was not dif¬ 
ficult to foresee the consequences. 

Dionysius had three children by his wife Doris, 1 
and four by Aristomoche, of which two were daugh¬ 
ters, the one named Sopbrosyne, the other Arete. 
Sophrosync was married to his eldest son, Dionysius 
the younger, whom he had by his Locrian wife; and 
Arete espoused her brother Theorides. But Theo- 
ridcs dying soon, Dion married his widow Arete, who 
was his own niece. 

As Dionysius’3 distemper left no hopes of his life, 
Dion undertook to speak to him concerning his chil¬ 
dren by Aristoinache, who were at the same time his 
brothers-in-law and nephews, and to insinuate to him, 
that it was just to prefer the issue of his Syracusan 
wife to that of a stranger. But the physicians, desi¬ 
rous of making their court to young Dionysius, the 
Locrian’s son, for whom the throne was intended, did 
not give him an opportunity; for Dionysius having 
demanded a medicine to make him sleep, they gave 
him so strong a close as quite stupified him, and laid 
him in a sleep that lasted him for the rest of his life. 
He had reigned thirty-eight years. 

He was certainly a prince of very great political 
and military abilities, and had occasion for them all 
to raise himself as he did from a mean condition to 
so high a rank. After having held the sovereignty 
thirty-eight years, he transmitted it peaceably to a 
successor of his own issue and election; aod had es¬ 
tablished his power upon such solid foundations, that 
his son, notwithstanding his slender capacity for go¬ 
verning, retained it twelve years; all which could 
not have been effected without a great fund of merit. 
But what qualities could cover tne vices which ren¬ 
dered him the object of his subjects’ abhorrence? His 
ambition knew neither law nor limit; his avarice 
spared nothing, not even the most sacred places; bis 
cruelty had no regard to the nearest relations; and 
his open and professed impiety acknowledged the Di¬ 
vinity only to insult him. 

As he was returning to Syracuse with a very fa¬ 
vourable wind after plundering the temple of Proser¬ 
pine at Locris, “See,” said he to his friends with a 
smile of contempt, “how the immortal gods favour 
the navigation of the sacrilegious.” 

Having occasion for money to carry on the war 
against the Carthaginians, 2 he rifled the temple of 
Jupiter, and took from that god a robe of solid gold, 
which ornament Hiero the tyrant had given him out 
of the spoils of the Carthaginians. He even jested 
upon that occasion, saying, that a robe of gold was 
much too heavy in summer, and too cold in winter; 
and at the same time ordered one of wool to be 
thrown over the god’s shoulders; adding, that such 
a habit would be commodious in all seasons. 

Another time he ordered the golden beard of iEs- 
culapius of Epidauvus to be taken off; giving for his 
reason, that it was very inconsistent for the son to 
have a beard, 3 when the father had none. 

He caused all the tables of silver to be taken out 
of the temples; and as there was inscribed upon 
them,according to the custom of the Greeks, to tiie 
good GODS; he would (he said) take the benefit of 
their GOODNESS. 

As for less prizes, such as cups and crowns of gold, 
W'hich the statues held in their hands, those he carried 
off, without any ceremony; saying, it was not taking, 
but merely receiving them; and that it was idle and 
ridiculous to ask the gods perpetually for good things, 
and to refuse them when they held out their hands 
themselves to present them to you. These spoils 
were carried by his order to the market and sold by 
ublicsale: and when he had got the money for them, 
e ordered proclamation to be made, that whoever 
had in their custody any things taken out of sacred 
places, were to restore them entire, within a limited 
time, to the temples from whence they were brought; 
adding in this manner to his impiety to the gods, in¬ 
justice to man. 


i Plut. in Dion. p. 9G0. 
a Cic. de nat. deor. 1. xv. n, 83, 84. 

• Apollo wa3 represented without a beard. 
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The amazing precautions that Dionysius thought 
necessary to secure his life, show to what anxiety and 
apprehension he was abandoned. He wore under his 
robe a cuirass of brass. 4 He never harangued the 
people but from the top of a high tower; and thought 
he made himself invulnerable by being inaccessible. 
Not daring to confide in any of his friends or rela¬ 
tions, his guard was composed of slaves and strangers. 
He went abroad as little as possible; fear obliging 
him to condemn himself to a kind of imprisonment. 
These extraordinary precautions are to be referred 
without doubt to certain periods of his reign, when 
frequent conspiracies against him rendered him more 
timid and suspicious than usual; for at other times we 
have seen that he conversed freely enough with the 
people, and was accessible even to familiarity. In 
those dark clays of distrust and fear, he fancied ne saw 
all mankind in arms against him. An expression 
which escaped his bt-rber, 5 who boasted, by way of 
jest, that he held a razor at the tyrants throat every 
week, cost him his life. From thenceforth, not to 
abandon his life and head to the hands of a barber, 
he made his daughters, though very young, do him 
that despicable office; aud when they were more ad¬ 
vanced in } r ears, he took the scissors and razors from 
them, and taught them to singe off his beard with 
walnut-shells. He was at last reduced to do himself 
that office, 6 uot daring, it seems, to trust his own 
daughters any longer. He neverwent into the cham¬ 
ber of his wives at night, till they had been first 
searched with the utmost care and circumspection. 
His bed was surrounded with a very broad and deep 
trench, with a small drawbridge over it for the en¬ 
trance. After having well locked and bolted the 
doors of his apartment, he drew up the bridge, that 
he. might sleep in security. Neither his brother,? 
nor even his sons, could be admitted into his cham¬ 
ber, without first changing their clothes, and being 
visited by the guards. Can he be said to reign, can 
he be said to live, who passes his days in such con¬ 
tinual distrust and terror? 

In the midst of all his greatness, possessed of 
riches, and surrounded with pleasures ot every kind, 
during a reign of almost forty years, notwithstanding 
all his presents and profusion, he never was capable 
of making a single friend. He passed his life with 
none but trembling slaves and sordid flatterers; and 
never tasted the joy of loving, or of being beloved, 
nor the charms of social intercourse and reciprocal 
confidence. This ho ingenuously owned himself 
upon an occasion not unworthy of being related. 

Damon and Pythias had both been educated in the 
principles of the Pythagorean philosophy, 8 and were 
united to each other in the strictest ties of friend¬ 
ship, which they had mutually sw'orn to observe with 
inviolable fidelity. Their faith was put to a severe 
trial. One of them being condemned to die by the 
tyrant, petitioned for permission to make a journey 
into his own country, to settle his affairs, promising 
to return at a fixed time, the other generously offer¬ 
ing to be his security. The courtiers, and Dionysius 
in particular, expected with impatience the event of 
so delicate and extraordinary an adventure. The 
day fixed for his return drawiug nigh, and he not ap¬ 
pearing, every body began to blame the rash and im¬ 
prudent zeal of his friend who had bound himself in 
such a manner. But he, far from expressing any fear 
or concern, replied with a tranquil air, and confident 
tone, that he was sure his friend would return; as he 
accordingly did upon the day and hour agreed. The 
tyrant, struck with admiration at so uncommon an 
instance of fidelity, and softened with the view of so 
amiable a union, granted him his life, and desired to 
be admitted as a third person into their friendship. 

He expressed with equal ingenuousness on another 
occasion what he himself thought of his condition. 9 
One of bis courtiers named Damocles was perpetual- 

* Cic. Tusc. Quaest. 1. v. n. 57.03. 

* Plut. de Garrul. p. 508. 

6 Cic. de Offic. 1. ii. n. 55. 

t Plut. in Dioo. p,961. 

s Cic. de Offic. 1. iii. n. 43. Val. Max. 1. iv. c. 7. 

& Cic. Tusc. Q-uacst. 1. v. d. 01,62. 
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\y extolling; with rapture his treasures, grandeur, the 
number of his troops, the extent of his dominions, the 
magnificence of his palaces, anc! the universal abun¬ 
dance of all good things and enjoyments in his pos¬ 
session, always repeating, that never man was happier 
than Dionysius. “ Since you are of that opinion,” said 
the tyrant to him one day, “will you taste and make 
proof of my felicity in person?” The offer was accept¬ 
ed with joy? Damocles was placed upon a golden 
couch, covered with carnets richly embroidered. The 
side-boards were loaded with vessels of gold and sil¬ 
ver. The most beautiful slaves in the most splendid 
habits, stood ground, ready to serve him at the slight¬ 
est signal. The most exquisite essences and perfumes 
had not been spared. The table was spread with 
proportionate magnificence. Damocles was all joy, 
and looked upon himself as the happiest man in the 
world; when unfortunately casting up his eyes,he be¬ 
held over bia head the point of a sword, which hung 
from the roof only by a single horse-hair. He was 
immediately seized with a cold sweat; every thing dis¬ 
appeared in an instant: he could see nothing but the 
sw-ord, nor think of any thing but his danger. In the 
height of his fear he desired permission to retire, and 
declared he would be happy no longer. A very na¬ 
tural image of the life of a tyrant. He of whom we 
are speaking, reigned as 1 have observed before, thir¬ 
ty-eight years. 


CHAPTER II. 

SECTION I.— DIONYSIUS THE YOUNGER SUCCEEDS 
HIS FATHER. DTON ENGAGES HIM TO INVITE 
PLATO TO HIS COURT. SURPRISING ALTERATION 
OCCASIONED BY HtS PRESENCE. CONSPIRACY OF 
THE COURTIERS TO PREVENT THE EFFECTS OF IT. 

Dionysius the elder was succeed- 
A. M. 3832. ed by one of his sons of his own 
Ant. J. C. 372. name, 1 commonly called Dionysius 
the Younger. After his father’s fu¬ 
neral had been solemnized with the utmost magni¬ 
ficence, he assembled the people, and desired they 
would have the same good inclinations for him as they 
had evinced for his father. They were very differ¬ 
ent from each other in their character. For the lat¬ 
ter was as peaceable and calm in his disposition, 2 as 
the former was active and enterprising; which would 
have been no disadvantage to his people, had that 
mildness and moderation been the effect of a wise and 
judicious understanding, and not of natural sloth and 
indolence of temper. 

It is surprising to see Dionysius the younger take 
quiet possession of the tyranny after the death of his 
father, as a patrimonial ’inheritance, notwithstanding 
the natural fondness of the Syracusans for liberty, 
which could not but revive upon so favourable an occa¬ 
sion, and the weakness of a young prince undistin¬ 
guished by his merit and void of experience. It 
seemed as if the last years of the elder Dionysius, who 
had applied himself towards the close of his life in 
making his subjects taste the advantages of his go¬ 
vernment, had m some measure reconciled them to 
tyranny; especially after his exploits by sea and land 
had acquired him a great reputation, and infinitely ex¬ 
alted the glory of the Syracusan power, which he had 
found means to render formidable to Carthage itself, 
ns well as to the most potent states of Greece and Ita¬ 
ly. Besides which it was to be feared, that should 
they attempt a change in the government, the sad 
consequences of a civil war might deprive them of all 
those advantages: whereas the gentle and humane 
disposition of young Dionysius gave them reason to 
entertain the most favourable hopes with regard to 
the future. He therefore peaceably ascended his fa¬ 
ther’s throne. 

Something of this kind has been seen in England. 
The famous Cromwell died in his bed with as much 
tranquillity as the best of princes, and was interred 
with the same honours and pomp a3 a lawful sove¬ 


reign. Richard his son succeeded him as protector, 
and for some time possessed equal authority with his 
father, though he had not any of his’grcat qualities. 

Dion, 2 the bravest and at the same time the most 
prudent of the Syracusans, who was Dionysius’s bro¬ 
ther-in-law, might have been of great support to him 
had be known how to profit by his advice. In the 
first assembly held by Dionysius and all hi3 friends, 
Dion spoke in so wise a manner upon what was ne¬ 
cessary and expedient in the present conjuncture, as 
showed that the rest were infants in judgement in 
comparison with him, and in regard to a just bold¬ 
ness and freedom of speech, were no more than de¬ 
spicable slaves of the tyranny, solely employed in the 
abject endeavour of pleasing the prince. But what 
surprised and amazed them most was that Dion, at a 
time when the whole court was struck with terror at 
the prospect of the storm already formed on the side 
of Carthage and just ready to break upon Sicily, should 
insist, that if Dionysius desired peace, he would 
embark immediately for Africa, and dispel this tem¬ 
pest to hissatisfaction; or if he preferred making war, 
that he would furnish and maintain at his own expense 
fifty galleys of three benches completely equipped for 
service. 

Dionysius admiring and extolling so generous a 
magnanimity to the skies, professed the highest gra¬ 
titude to him for his zeal and affection; but the cour¬ 
tiers, who looked upon Dion’s magnificence as a re¬ 
proach to themselves, and his great power as a les¬ 
sening of their own, took immediate occasion from 
thence to calumniate him, and spared no expressions 
that might influence the young prince against him. 
They insinuated, that in making himself strong at 
sea, he would open his way to the tyranny; and that 
with his vessels he designed to transfer the sovereign¬ 
ty to his nephews, toe son? of Aristomache. 

But what put them most out of humour with Dion, 
was his manner of life, which was a continual censure 
of their own. For these courtiers, having presently 
insinuated themselves into the good graces of the 
young tyrant, who had been wretchedly educated, 
thought of nothing but of supplying him’perpetually 
with new amusements, keeping him always employed 
in feasting, abandoned to women, and devoted to all 
manner of shameful pleasures. In the beginning of 
his reign he made a riotous entertainment, 4 which con¬ 
tinued for three entire months, during all which time 
his palace, shut against all persons of sense and rea¬ 
son, was crowded with drunkards, and resounded 
with nothing but low buffoonry, obscene jests, lewd 
songs, dances, masquerades, and every kind of gro ?9 
and dissolute extravagance. It is therefore natural 
to believe, that nothing could be more offensive and 
disgusting to them than the presence of Dion, who 
gave in to none of these pleasures. For which rea¬ 
son, painting his virtues in such of the colours of vice 
as were most likely to disguise them, they found 
means to calumniate him with the prince, and to make 
his gravity pass for arrogance, and his freedom of 
speech for insolence and sedition. If he advanced 
any wise counsel, they treated him as a sour peda¬ 
gogue, who took upon him to obtrude his lectures, 
an 1 to school bis prince, without being asked; and 
if he refused to share in the revels with the rest, they 
called him a man-hater, a snlenetic, melancholy 
wretch, who from the fantastic neight of virtue look¬ 
ed down with contempt on the rest of the world, and 
set himself up for the censor of mankind. 

And indeed it must be confessed, that he had na¬ 
turally something austere and rigid in his manners 
and behaviour, which seemed to denotea haughtiness 
of disposition, very capable not only of disgusting'a 
young prince, nurtured from his infancy amidst flat¬ 
teries and submission, but even his best friends, and 
those who were most closely attached to him. Full 
of admiration for his integrity, fortitude and noble¬ 
ness of sentiments, they represented to him, that for 
a statesman, who ought to know how to adapt him¬ 
self to the different tempers of men, in order to apply 


* Diod. 1. xv. p. 385. 


a Id. 1, xvi. p. 410. 
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them to his purposes, his humour was much too rough 
and forbidding. 

Plato afterwards took pains to correct that defect 
in him, 1 by making him intimate with a philosopher 
of a gay and polite turn of mind, whose conversation 
was well calculated to inspire him with more easy 
and insinuating manners. He reminds him also of 
that failing in a letter, wherein he thus addresses 
him: “ Consider, I beg you, that you are censured as 
being deficient in good nature and affability; and im¬ 
print it on your mind, that the most certain means to 
ensure the success of affairs, is to be agreeable to the 
persons with whom we have to transact them. A 
haughty carriage keeps people at a distance, 2 and re¬ 
duces a man to pass his life in solitude.” Notwith¬ 
standing this defect, he continued to be highly con¬ 
sidered at court; where his superior abilities and 
transcendent merit made him absolutely necessary, 
especially at a time when the state was threatened with 
great danger and commotions. 

As he believed, 3 that all the vices of young Diony¬ 
sius were the effect of his bad education and entire 
ignorance of his duty, 4 he conceived justly, that the 
first step would be to associate him if possible with 
persons of wit and sense, whose solid hut agreeable 
conversation might at once instruct and divert him: 
for the prince did not naturally want parts and genius. 

The sequel will show that Dionysius the younger 
had a natural propensity to what was good and vir¬ 
tuous, and a taste and capacity for arts and sciences. 
He knew how to set a value upon the merits and ta¬ 
lents by which men are distinguished. He delighted, 
in conversing with persons of ability, and from his 
correspondence with them, made himself capable of 
the highest improvements. He went so far as to fa¬ 
miliarize the throne with those sciences which have 
not usually the privilege of approaching it; and by 
rendering them in a manner his favourites, he gave 
them courage to make their appearance in courts. 
His protection was the patent ol nobility, by which 
he raised them to honour and distinction. Nor was 
he insensible to the joys of friendship. In private he 
was a good parent, relation, and master, and acquired 
the affection of all that approached him. He was not 
naturally inclined to violence or cruelty; and it might 
be said of him,that he was rather a tyrant by succes¬ 
sion and inheritance, than by temper and inclination. 

All which demonstrates, that he might have made, 
a very tolerable prince (not to say a good one,) had 
proper care been early taken to cultivate the happy 
opposition which he brought into the world with 
him. But his father, to whom all merit, even in his 
own children, gave umbrage, industriously suppress¬ 
ed in him all tendency to goodness, and every noble 
and elevated sentiment, by a base and obscure edu¬ 
cation, with the view of preventing his attempting 
any thing against himself. It was therefore necessary 
to find for hirn a person of the character before men¬ 
tioned, or rather to inspire him with the desire of 
having such a one found. 

This wa3 what Dion laboured with wonderful ad¬ 
dress. He often talked to him of Plato, as the most 

rofound and illustrious of philosophers, whose merit 

e himself had experienced, and to whom he was 
obliged for all he knew. He enlarged upon the bril¬ 
liancy of his genius, the extent of his knowledge, the 
amiableness of his character, and the charms of his 
conversation. He represented him particularly as 
the man of all others most capable of forming him in 
the arts of governing, upon which his own and the 
people’s happiness depended. He told him, that his 
subjects, governed for the future with lenity and in¬ 
dulgence, as a good father governs his family, would 
voluntarily render that obedience to his moderation 
and justice, which force and violence extorted from 
them against their will; and that by such a conduct 
he would, from a tyrant, become a just king, to whom 

1 Plat. Epist. iv. p. 327, 3*23. 

s*H 5’ ctvixS‘ix igyjuix Zi>voiv.o;. M. Dacier rentiers these 
words, Pride is always the companion cf solitude. I bave 
Bliown elsewhere wherein this version is faulty. Art of 
teaching the Belles Lctlrcs , vol. iii. p. 505. 

* Pint, ia Dion. j>. 9G2. * Plat, Epist. vii. p. 3*27, 328. 
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all submission would be paid out of affection and 
gratitude. 

It is incredible how* * much these discourses, intro¬ 
duced in conversation from time to time, as if by ac¬ 
cident, without affectation, or the appearance of any 
premeditated design, inflamed the young prince with 
the desire of knowing and conversing w*ith Plato. 
He wrote to him in the most importunate and obliging 
manner: he despatched couriers after couriers to 
hasten his voyage; whilst Plato, who apprehended 
the consequences, anti had but small hopes of any good 
effect from it protracted the affair, and, without abao- 
1 utely refusing, sufficiently intimated, that he could 
not resolve upon it, without doing violence to him¬ 
self. The obstacles and difficulties made to the 
young prince’s request, w r ere so far from disgusting 
him, that they only served, as it commonly happens, 
to inflame his desire. The Pythagorean philosophers 
of Graecia Magna in Italy joined their entreaties with 
his and Dion’s, who on his part redoubled his solici¬ 
tation, and used the strongest arguments to conquer 
Plato’s repugnance. “ This is not,” said he, “thecon¬ 
cern of a * private person, but of a powerful prince, 
whose change of manners will have the same effect 
throughout his whole dominions, with the extent of 
which yon arc not unacquainted. It is he himself who 
makes all the advances; who importunes and solicits 
you to come to his assistance, and employs the inte¬ 
rest of all your friends to that purpose. What more fa¬ 
vourable conjuncture could we expect than that which 
Divine Providence now offers? Are you not afraid 
that your delays will give the flatterers, w-ho surround 
the young prince, the opportunity of drawing him 
over to themselves, and of seducing him to change 
his resolution? What reproaches would you not 
make yourself, and what dishonour would it not be 
to philosophy, should it ever be said, that Plato, who 
bv his counsels to Dionj’sius might have established 
u wise and equitable government in Sicily, abandoned 
it to ail the evils of tyranny, from fear of undergoing 
the fatigues of a voyage, or from I know not what 
other imaginary difficulties?” 

Plato could not resist such earnest solicitations. 5 
Vanquished by the consideration of what was due to 
his own character, and to obviate the reproach of his 
being a philosopher in words only, without having 
ever shown himself such in his actions, and conscious 
besides of the great advantages which Sicily might 
acquire from his voyage, he suffered himself to be 
persuaded. 

The flatterers at the court of Dionysius, terrified 
with the resolution which he had taken contrary to. 
their remonstrances, and fearing the presence of Pla¬ 
to, the consequences of wffiich they foresaw, united to¬ 
gether against him as their common enemy. They 
rightly judged, that if, according to the new maxims 
ofgovernment, all things were to be measured by the 
standard of true merit, and no favour w*as to be ex¬ 
pected from the prince, but for services done to the 
state, they had nothing farther to expect, and might 
wait their whole lives at court to no manner of pur¬ 
pose. They therefore devised a plan to render Pla¬ 
to’s voyage ineffectual, though they w*ere not able to- 
prevent it: and this was to prevail upon Dionysius to 
recall Philistus from banishment, who was not only 
an able soldier, but a great historian, very eloquent 
and learned, and a zealous assertor of the tyranny. 
They hoped to find a counterpoise in him against Pla¬ 
to and his philosophy. Upon his being banished by 
Dionysius the elder, on some personal discontent, he 
had retired into the city of Adria, where it is believed 
he composed the greatest part of his writings. He 
wrote the history of Egypt in twelve book?, 6 that of 
Sicily in eleven/and of Dionysius the tyrant in six; ail 
which works are entirely lost. Cicero praises him 
highly, 7 and calls him a little Thucydides, pine pusil- 

t Plut. p. 9G2. 6 Died. 1. xiii. p. 222. 

i Hone(Thuoyditlem)consocutnsestPyrucusius Philistus, 
qui t um Dionysii lyrnnni familiarissimus easel, olium suura 
contiumpsii hi historia ribenda, msisiindque Thucj-didem 
est. sicut inihi videtur, imiltitin. Cic. dc Orat. 1. ii. n. 57. 

Bioulus illc, order, acutus, brevis. pene pusillus Thucy 
Aides—Id. Epist. xiii. ad. Qu.frat.l ii. 
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lus Thucydides, to signify that he copied that author, 
and not without success. He was therefore recalled. 
The courtiers at the same time made complaints 
against Dion to Dionysius, accusing him of having 
held conferences'with Theodotus and Heraclides, the 
secret enemies of that prince, to concert with them 
measures for subverting the tyranny. 

This was the state of affairs when Plato arrived in 
Sicily. 1 He was received with infinite caresses, and 
with the highest marks of honour and respect. Upon 
liis landing, he found one of the prince’s chariots, 
equally magnificent in its horses and ornaments, await¬ 
ing him. The tyrant offered a sacrifice, as if some 
singular instance of good fortune had befallen him: 
nor was he mistaken; for a wise man who is capable 
of giving a prince good counsels, is a treasure ofines- 
timnble value to a whole nation. But the worth of 
such a person is rarely know T n,and more rarely applied 
to the uses which might be made of it. 

Pluto found the most happy dispositions imaginable 
in young Dionysius, who devoted himself entirely to 
his lessons and counsels. But as he had himself de¬ 
rived infinite improvement from the precepts and ex¬ 
amples of Socrates his master, the most able man of 
all the pagan world iu forminig the mind to relish 
truth, he took care to adapt himself with wonderful 
address to the youug tyrant’s humour, avoiding all 
direct attacks upon his passions; taking pains to ac¬ 
quire his confidence by kind and insinuating beha¬ 
viour; and particularly endeavouring to render vir¬ 
tue amiable, in order to render it at the same time 
triumphant over vice, which keeps mankind in its 
chains, by the sole force of allurements, pleasures, 
and voluptuousness. 

The change was sudden and surprising. The young 
prince, who till then had abandoned himself to idle¬ 
ness, pleasure, and luxury, and was ignorant of all the 
duties of his station, the inevitable consequence of a 
dissolute life, awaking as from a lethargic sleep, be¬ 
gan to open his eyes, to have some idea of the beauty 
of virtue, and to relish the refined pleasures of con¬ 
versation, equally solid and agreeable. He was 
now as passionately fond of learning and instruction, 
as he had once been averse and repugnant to them. 
The court, which always apes the prince, and falls in 
with his inclinations in every thing, entered into the 
same way of thinking. The apartments of the pa¬ 
lace, like so many schools of geometry, were full of 
the dust made use of by the professors of that science 
in tracing their figures; and in a very short time the 
study of philosophy and of every kind of literature 
became the reigning and universal taste. 

The great benefit of these studies, in regard to a 
prince, does not consist alone in storing his mind 
with an infinity of the most curious, useful, and often 
necessary information, but has the farther advantage 
of withdrawing him from idleness, indolence, and the 
frivolous amusements of a court; of habituating hirn 
to a life of application and reflection; of inspiring him 
with a desire of instructing himself iu the duties of* 
the sovereignty, and of knowing the characters of such 
as have excelled in the art of reigning; in a word, of 
making himself capable of governing the state in his 
own person, and of seeing every thing with his own 
eves; that is to say, of being a king indeed. And this 
it was that the courtiers and flatterers, as usually 
happens, were unanimous in opposing. 

They were considerably alarmed by an expression 
that escaped Dionysius, and showed how strong an 
impression had already been made upon his mind by 
the discourses lie had heard upon the happiness of a 
king, who is regarded with tender affection by his 
people as their common father, and the wretched 
condition of a tyrant, whom they abhor and detest. 
Some days after Plato’s arrival, was the time appoint¬ 
ed for a solemn sacrifice, which was annually offered 
in the palace for the prince’s prosperity. The herald 
having prayed to this effect, according to custom, 
“That it would please the gods to support the tyran¬ 
ny,and preservethetyra.it;’’ Dionysius,who was not 
far from him, and to whom these terms began to grow 


odious, called out to him aloud, “ Will you not give 
over cursing me?” Philistus and his party were in 
finitely alarmed at that expression, and judged from 
it, that time and habit must give Plato an invincible 
ascendant over Dionysius, if the intercourse of a few 
days could so entirely alter his disposition. They 
therefore set themselves at work upon new and more 
effectual stratagems against him. 

They began by turning the retired life which Dio¬ 
nysius was induced to lead, and the studies in which 
he employed himself, into ridicule, as if it was intend¬ 
ed to make a philosopher of him. But that was not 
all; they laboured in concert to render the zeal of 
Dion and Plato suspected, and even odious to him. 
They represented them as impertinent censors and 
imperious pedagogues, 2 who assumed an authority 
over him, which was neither consistent with his age 
or rank, It is no wonder that a young prince like 
Dionysius, 3 who, with the most excellent disposition, 
and amidst the best examples, would have found it 
difficult to have supported himself, should at length 
give way to such artful insinuations in a court that 
had long been infected, where there was no emulation 
but to excel in vice, and where he was continually 
besieged by a crowd of flatterers iacessantly praising 
and admiring him in every thing. 

But the principal application of the courtiers was 
to decry the character and conduct of Dion himself; 
no longer separately, nor in secret, but all together, 
and in public. They talked openly, and to whoever 
would give them the hearing, that it was visible that 
Dion made use of Plato’s eloquence, to fascinate and 
enchant Dionysius, with design to draw him into a 
voluntary resignation of the throne, that he might 
take possession of it for his nephews, the children of 
Aristomache, and establish them in the sovereignty. 
They publicly observed, that it was very mortifying 
to see that the Athenians, who had formerly invaded 
Sicily with great forces both by sea and land, which 
had all perished there without being able to take Sy 
racuse, should now with a single sophist attain their 
point, and subvert the tyranny of Dionysius, by per¬ 
suading him to dismiss the 10,000 strangers who 
composed his guard; to lay aside his fleet of 400 
galleys, which he always kept in readiness for ser¬ 
vice; and to disband his 10,000 horse, and the 
greatest part of his foot; for the sake of going to find 
in the Academy (the place where Plato taught) a 
pretended Supreme Good which could not be ex¬ 
plained, and to make himself happy in imagination 
by the study of geometry: whilst he abandoned to 
Dion and his nephews a real and substantia] felicity, 
consistingin empire, riches, luxury, and pleasure. 

SECTION II.— banishment op dion. plato 

QUITS THE COURT SOON AFTER, AND RETURN'S IN¬ 
TO GREECE. DION ADMIRED THERE BY ALL THE 

LEARNED. PLATO RETURNS TO SYRACUSE. 

The courtiers, intent upon taking advantage of 
every favourable moment, perpetually besieged the 
young prince; and covering their secret motives un¬ 
der the appearance of zeal for his service, and an af¬ 
fected moderation in regard to Dion, incessantly ad¬ 
vised him to take proper measures for the security 
of bis life and throne. Such repeated discourse at 
first raised in the mind of Dionysius violent suspicions 
of Dion, which presently increased into fierce resent¬ 
ment, and broke out into an open rupture. Letters 
were privately brought to Dionysius, written by Dion 
to the Carthaginian ambassadors, wherein he recom¬ 
mended to them, “when they should treat of peace 
with Dionysius, not to open the conferences but in 
his presence; because he would assist them in making 
their treaty more firm and lasting.” Dionysius read 
these letters to Philistus, and having concerted with 
him w'hat measures to take, 4 he amused and deceived 
Dion with the appearance of a reconciliation, and 

* Tristes et superciliosos alien® vitce censores, publicoa 
pasdagogus. Sen. Epist . cxxiii. 

2 Vix artibus horestie piuior retinetur, nedum inter cer* 
tamina vitiorum pudicitia, aut tnodesiia, aut qjiidquam pro* 

bi'moris servaretur. Tacit. Jinnal. 1. iv. c. 15. 
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led him alone to the sea-side below the citadel, 
where he showed him his letters, and accused him 
of having entered into a league against him with the 
Carthaginians. Dion would have justified himself, 
but he refused to hear him, and made him immedi¬ 
ately go on board a brigantine, which had orders to 
carry him to the coast of Italy, and to leave him there. 
Dion immediately after set sail for Peloponnesus. 

So harsh and unjust a treatment could not fail of 
making abundance of noise,* * and the whole city de¬ 
clared against it: especially as it was reported, though 
without foundation, that Plato had been put to death. 
Dionysius, 2 who apprehended the consequences, took 
pains to appease tne public discontent, and to stifle 
the complaints. He gave Dion's relations two vessels 
to transport to him in Peloponnesus his riches and 
numerous family; for he had the equipage of a king. 

As soon as Dion was gone, Dionysius made Plato 
change his lodging, and brought him into the citadel; 
in appearance to do him honour, but in reality to as¬ 
sure himself of his person, and prevent him from 
oing to join Dion. In bringing Plato nearer to him, 
e might also have in view the opportunity of hear¬ 
ing him more frequently and more commodiously. 
For, charmed with the allurements of his conversa¬ 
tion, and studying to please him in every thing, and 
to merit his affection, he had conceived an esteem, or 
rather passion for him, which rose even to jealousy, 
but a jealousy of that violence, that could suffer nei¬ 
ther companion nor rival. He wished to engross him 
entirely to himself, to reign solely in his thoughts and 
affections, and to be the only object of bis love and 
esteem. lie seemed ready to give him all his trea¬ 
sures and all his authority, provided he would but love 
him better than Dion, and not prefer the latter’s friend¬ 
ship to his. Plutarch has reason to call this passion 
a tyrannic affection? Plato had much to sutler from 
it; for it had all the symptoms of the most ardent jea¬ 
lousy. Sometimes it was all friendship, 4 caresses, 
and fond respect, with an unbounded openness of heart 
and an endless swell of tender sentiments: some¬ 
times it was all reproaches, menaces, fierce passion, 
and wild emotion; and soon after it sunk into repen¬ 
tance, excuses, tears, and humble cotreaties for par¬ 
don and forgiveness. 

About this time a war broke out very conveniently 
for Plato, which obliged Dionysius to restore him his 
liberty and send him home. At his departure he 
would have overwhelmed him with present®, but Pla¬ 
to refused them, contenting himself with his promise to 
recall Dion the following spring. He did not keep his 
word, and only sent him his revenue, desiring Plato io 
his letters to excuse his breach of promise at the time 
refixed and to impute it only to the war. He assured 
ini, as soon as peace should be concluded, that Dion 
should return; upon condition, however, that he 
should continue quiet, and not intermeddle in affairs, 
nor endeavour to lessen him in the opinion of the 
Greeks. 

Plato, on his return to Greece, went to see the games 
at Olympia, where he happened to lodge amongst 
strangers of distinction. lie ate and passed whole 
days with them, living in a plain and simple manner, 
without ever mentioning Socrates or the Academy, or 
making himself known in any thing, except that his 
name was Plato. The strangers were overjoyed at 
having met with so mild and amiable a companion; 
but as he never talked but on common topics, they 
had not the least notion that he was the philoso¬ 
pher whose reputation was so universal. When the 
ames were over, they went with him to Athens, where 
e provided them with lodgings. They were scarce 
arrived there, when they desired him to carry them to 
see the famous philosopher of his name, who had been 
Socrates’s disciple. Plato told them smiling, that he 
was the man; upon which the strangers, surprised at 


i Plut. p. A64. * Plat. Ep. vii. 
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their having possessed so inestimable a treasure with¬ 
out knowing it, were much displeased with, and se¬ 
cretly reproached themselves, for not having di¬ 
scerned the great merit of the man, through the veil 
of simplicity and modesty w hich he had thrown over it 
whilst they admired him the more upon that account. 

The time Dion passed at Athens was not mispent. 5 
He employed it chiefly in the study of philosophy, for 
which he had a great taste, and which was become his 
delight. lie knew, 6 however, which is not very easy, 
how to confine it within just bounds, and never gave 
himself up to it at the expense of any duty. It was at 
the same time that Plato made him contract a particu¬ 
lar friendship with his nephew Speusippus, w ho. uni¬ 
ting the easy aod insinuating manners of a courtier 
with the gravity of a philosopher, knew’ how to asso¬ 
ciate mirth and innocent pleasure with the most seri¬ 
ous affairs, and by that character, very rarely found 
amongst men of learning, w'ns the most proper of all 
men, to soften what was too rough and austere in 
Dion’s temper. 

Whilst Dion was at Athens, it fell to Plato’s turn 
to give the public games, and to have tragedies per¬ 
formed at the feast of Bacchus, which was usually at¬ 
tended with great magnificence and expense, from an 
extraordinary emulation which had grown into fashion. 
Dion defrayed the whole charge. Plato, who sought 
every occasion of producing nim to the public, was 
well pleased to resign that honour to him, in order 
that his magnificence might make him still better be¬ 
loved and esteemed by the Athenians. 

Dion visited also the other cities of Greece, was 
present at all their feasts and assemblies, and con¬ 
versed w'ith the most excellent wits and the most pro¬ 
found statesmen. He w r as not distinguished in com¬ 
pany by the haughtiness and pride too common in 
persons of his rank, but, on the contrary, by an unaf¬ 
fected, simple, and modest air; and still more by the 
elevation of his genius, the extent of his knowledge, 
and the w'isdom of his reflections. All the cities paid 
him the highest honours, and even the Lacedaemoni¬ 
ans declared him a citizen of Sparta, without regard¬ 
ing the resentment of Dionysius, though he actually 
was assisting them at that time with a powerful sup¬ 
ply in their war against the Thebans. So many marks 
of esteem and distinction alarmed the tyrant’s jea¬ 
lousy. He put a stop to the remittances of Dion's 
revenues, and ordered-them to be received by his 
own officers. 

After Dionysius had put an end to the war,7 in 
which he w as engaged in Sicily, of which history re¬ 
lates no circumstance, he was afraid that his treat¬ 
ment of Plato would prejudice the philosophers 
against him, and make him pass for their enemy. For 
this reason he invited the most learned men of Italy 
to In's court, where he held frequent assemblies, in 
which, out of a foolish ambition, he endeavoured to 
excel them all in eloquence and depth of knowledge; 
venting, without application, such of Plato’s discourses 
as he retained. But as he had those discourses only 
by rote, and his heart had never been rightly affected 
w’ith them, the source of his eloquence was soon ex¬ 
hausted. He then perceived what he had lost by not 
having made a better use of that treasure of wisdom 
which be had once in his own possession and under 
his own roof, and by not having heard, in all their 
extent, the admirable lectures of the greatest philoso¬ 
pher in the world. 

As in tyrants every thing is violent and impetuous, 
Dionysius was suddenly seized with an excessive de¬ 
sire of seeing Plato again, and used all means for 
that purpose. He prevailed upon Architas, and the 
other Pythagorean philosophers, to write to him, that 
he might return with all manner of security; and to 
be bound for the performance of all the promises 
which had been made to him. They deputed Archi- 
demus to Plato, and Dionysius sent *at the same time 
two galleys of three benches of rowers, with several 
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of his friends on board, to entreat his compliance. 
He also wroto letters to him with his own hand, in 
which he frankly declared, that if he would not be 
persuaded to come to Sicily, Dion had nothing to ex¬ 
pect from him; but that if he came, there was nothing 
that he would not be inclined to do in his favour. 

Dion received several letters at the same time from 
his wife and sister, who pressed him to prevail upon 
Plato to make a voyage, and to satisfy the impatience 
of Dionysius, that he might have no new pretexts 
against him upon that account. Whatever repug¬ 
nance Plato had to it, he could not resist the warm 
solicitations made to him, and determined to go to 
Sicily for the third time, at seventy years of age. 

His arrival gave the whole people new hopes, who 
flattered themselves that his wisdom would at length 
overthrow the tyranny; and the joy of Dionysius was 
inexpressible. He appointed the apartment of his 
garden for his lodging, the most honourable in the pa¬ 
lace, and had so much confidence in him, that he suf¬ 
fered him to have access at all hours, without being 
searched; a favour not granted to any ofhis best friends. 

After the first caresses w'ere over, Plato was anxious 
to enter upon Dion’s affair, which he had much at 
heart, and which was the principal motive of his 
voyage. But Dionysius put it off at first; to which 
ensued complaints and murinurings, though not 
outwardly expressed for some time. The tyrant 
took great care to conceal his sentiments, endeavour¬ 
ing hy all manner of honours, and by all possible 
regard and complaisance, to abate his friendship for 
Dion. Plato dissembled on his side, and though 
extremely shocked at so notorious a breach of faith, 
he kept his opinion to himself. 

Whilst they were upon these terms, and believed 
that nobody penetrated their secret, Helicon of Cyzi- 
cum, one of Plato's particular friends, foretold, that 
on a certain day there would be an eclipse of the sun; 
which happening according to his prediction exactly 
at the hour assigned, Dionysius was so much surprised 
and astonished at it (a proof that he was no great 
philosopher,) that he made him a present of a talent. 1 
Aristippus, jesting with the other philosophers upon 
that occasion, said, that he had also something very 
incredible and extraordinary to foretell. Upon being 
pressed to explain himself, “ I prophesy,” said he, 
‘* that it will not be long before Dionysius and Ti.-to, 
who seem to agree so well with each other, will be 
enemies.” 

Dionysius verified this prediction; for being weary 
of the constraint he laid upon himself, he ordered all 
Dion’s lands and effects to he sold, and applied the 
money to his own use. At the same time he made 
Plato quit the apartments in the garden, and gave 
him another lodging without the castle in the midst 
of his guards, who had long hated him, and would 
have been glad of an opportunity to kill him, because 
he had advised Dionysius to renounce the tyranny, to 
disband them, and to live without any other guard 
than the love of his people. Plato was sensible that 
he owed his life to the tyrant’s favour, who restrained 
the fury of his guard. 

Architas, the celebrated Pythagorean philosopher, 
who was the principal person and supreme magistrate 
of Tarentum, had no sooner heard of Plato’s great 
danger, than he sent ambassadors with a galley of 
thirty oars to demand him from Dionysius, and to 
remind him, that he had come to Syracuse only upon 
his promise, and that of all the Pythagorean philoso¬ 
phers, who had engaged for his safety; that therefore 
he could not retain him against his w ill, nor suffer any 
insult to be done to his person, without a manifest 
breach of faith, and absolutely forfeiting the opinion 
of all honest men. These just remonstrances awaken¬ 
ed a remnant of shame in the tyrant, who at last per¬ 
mitted Platn to return into Greece. 

Philosophy and wisdom abandoned the palace with 
him. 2 To the conversations, as agreeable as useful, 
to that taste and passion for the arts and sciences, to 
the grave and judicious reflections of a profoundly 
wise politician, idle tattle, 3 frivolous amusements, 

i A thousand crowns. » Plut. in Mo r ai p. 52. 
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and a stupid indolence, entirely averse to every thing 
serious or reasonable, were seen to succeed. Glut* 
tony, drunkenness, and debauchery resumed their 
former empire at the court, and transformed it from 
the school of virtue, which it had been under Plato, 
into the veal stable of Circe. 

SECTION III.— DION SETS OUT TO DELIVER SYRA 

CUSE. SUDDEN AND FORTUNATE SUCCESS OF 

HIS ENTERPRISE. HORRID INGRATITUDE OF THE 

SYRACUSANS. UNPARALLELED GOODNESS OF DICK 

TO THEM AND HIS MOST CRUEL ENEMIES. HIS 

DEATH. 

When Plato had quitted Sicily. 4 
Dionysius threw off all reserve, and A. M. 3643. 
married his sister Arete, Dion’s wife, Ant. J.C. 361. 
to Timocrates, one of his friends. 

So unworthy a treatment w-as, in a manner, the 
signal of war. From that moment, Dion resolved to 
attack the tyrant with open force, and to revenge 
himself for all the wrongs he had done him. Plato 
did all in his power to make him change his reso¬ 
lution; but finding his endeavours ineffectual, he 
foretold the misfortunes he was about to occasion, 
and declared that he must expect neither assistance 
nor relief from him: that as he had been the guest 
and companion of Dionysius, had lodged in his palace, 
and joined in the same sacrifices with him, he should 
never forget the duties of hospitality; and at the same 
time, not to be wanting to his friendship for Dion, 
that he would continue neuter, ahvays ready to dis¬ 
charge the otfices of a mediator between them, in 
order to reconcile them; though he should oppose 
their designs, when they tended to the destruction of 
each other. 

Whether through prudence or gratitude, or the 
conviction that Dion could not justifiably undertake 
to dethrone Dionysius; this wa9 Plato’s opinion. On 
the other hand, Speusippus, and all the rest of Dion’s 
friends, perpetually exhorted him to go and restore 
liberty to Sicily, which opened its nrm9 to him, and 
was ready to receive him with the utmost joy. This 
was indeed the disposition of Syracuse, which Speu¬ 
sippus, during his residence there with Plato had 
sufficiently experienced. This was the universal cry, 
whilst they importuned and conjured Dion to come 
thither, desiring him not to be in pain for the want 
of ships or troops, but only to embark in the first 
merchant-vessel he met with, and lend his person 
and name to the Syracusans against Dionysius. 

Dion did not hesitate any longer to take that reso¬ 
lution, which in one respect cost him not a ‘little. 
From the time that Dionysius had obliged him to quit 
Syracuse and Sicily, he had led in his banishment the 
most agreeable life it was possible to imagine, for a 
person who like him had contracted a taste for the 
delights of study. He enjoyed in peace the conver¬ 
sation of the philosophers, and was present at their 
disputations; shining in a manner entirely peculiar 
to himself, by the greatness of his genius and the 
solidity of his judgment; going to all the cities of the 
learned Greece, to see and converse with the most 
eminent for their knowledge and capacity, and to 
correspond with the ablest politicians; leaving every 
where the marks of his liberality and magnificence, 
equally beloved and respected by all that knew him; 
and receiving, wherever he came, the highest honours, 
which tt r as rendered more to his merit than his birth. 
It was from so happy a life that he withdrew himself 
to go to the relief of his country, which implored his 
protection, and to deliver it from the yoke of a 
tyranny under wdiich it had long groaned. 

No enterprise perhaps was ever formed with so 
much boldness, or conducted with so much prudence. 
Dion began to raise foreign troops privately by proper 
agents, for the better concealment of his design. A 
great number of considerable persons, and who were 
at the head of affaire, joined with him. But what is 
very surprising, of all those whom the tyrant had 
banished, and who were not less than 1000, only 
twenty-five necompanied him in this expedition; so 
much had fear got possession of them. The isle of 
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Zacynlhus was (he place of rendezvous, where the 
troops assembled to the number of almost 800; but 
all of them of tried courage on great occasions, 
excellently disciplined and robust, of an audacity 
and experience rarely to be found amongst the most 
brave and warlike; and, in tine, highly capable of 
animating the troops which Dion was in hopes of 
finding in Sicily, and of setting them the example 
of fighting with* all the valour so noble an enterprise 
required. 

But when they were to set forwards, and it was 
known that this armament was intended against 
Sicily and Dionysius, for till then it had not been 
declared, they were all in a consternation, and 
repented their having engaged in an enterprise which 
they could not avoid considering as the effect of 
extreme rashness and folly, that in the last despair 
was for putting every thing to the hazard. Dion had 
occasion at this time for all his resolution and 
eloquence to re-animate the troops and remove their 
fears. But after he had spoken to them, and, with 
an assured though modest tone, had made them 
understand, that he did not lead them in this expedi¬ 
tion as soldiers, but as officers, to put them at the head 
ofthe Syracusans and all the people of Sicily, who had 
long been prepared for a revolt, their dread and sad¬ 
ness were changed into shouts of joy, and they desired 
nothing so much as to proceed on their voyage. 

Dion, having prepared a magnificent sacrifice ft) be 
offered to Apollo, put himself at the head of his troops 
completely armed, and in that equipage marched in 
procession to the temple. He aftei*wardsgave a great 
feast to the whole company, at the end of which, after 
the libations and solemn prayers had been made, 
there happened a sudden eclipse of the moon. Dion, 
who was well versed in the causes of such appearances, 
re-assured bis soldiers, who were at first in some terror 
upon that account. The next day they embarked on 
board two trading vessels, which were followed by a 
third not so large, and by two barks of thirty oars. 

Who could have imagined, says a historian, 1 that 
a man with two merchant vessels should ever dare to 
attack a prince who had 400 ships of war, 2 100,000 
foot, and 10,000 horse, with magazines of arms and 
corn in proportion, and treasures sufficient to pay and 
maintain them; who, besides all this, was in pos¬ 
session of one of the greatest and strongest cities then 
in the world, with ports, arsenals, and impregnable 
citadels, with the additional strength and support of a 
great number of potent allies'? The event will show, 
whether force and power are adamantine chains for 
retaining a state in subjection, as the elder Dionysius 
flattered himself; or wliether the goodness, humanity, 
and justice of princes, and the love of subjects, are 
not infinitely stronger and more indissoluble ties. 

Dion having put to sea with his small body of troops 
was twelve days under sail with little wind, 3 and the 
thirteenth arrived at Pachynus, a cape of Sicily, about 
twelve or fifteen leagues from Syracuse. When they 
came to that place, the pilot gave notice that they 
must land directly, as there was reason to fear a 
hurricane, and therefore it would not be proper to 
put to sea. But Dion, who was apprehensive of 
making his descent so near the enemy, and chose to 
land farther off, doubled the cape of Pachynus. He 
hod no sooner passed it, than a furious storm arose, 
attended with rain, thunder, and lightning, which 
drove his ships to the eastern coast of Africa, where 
they were iu great danger of being dashed to pieces 


i Dior!. I. .xvi. p. 413. 
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against the rocks. Happily for them a south wind 
rising suddenly, contrary to expectation, they unfurled 
all their sails, and after having made tows to the gods, 
they stood out to sea for Sicily. They ran in this 
manner four days, and on the fifth entered the port of 
Minoa, a small town of Sicily under the Carthaginian?, 
whose commander Syr.alus was Dion’s particular 
friend and guest. They were perfectly well received, 
and would have stayed there some time to refresh 
themselves, after the rude fatigues they had suffered 
during the storm, if they had not been informed that 
Dionysius was absent, having embarked some day3 
before for the coast of Italy, attended by fourscore 
vessels. The soldiers demanded earnestly to be led 
on against the enemy; and Dion, having desired 
Synalus to send his baggage after him at a proper 
time, marched directly to Syracuse. 

His troops increased considerably upon bis route, 
by the great number of those who came to join him 
from all parts. The news of his arrival being soon 
known at Syracuse, Timocrates, who had married 
Dion’s wife, the sister of Dionysius, and to whom he 
had left the command of the city in his absence, 
despatched a courier to him into Italy, with advice 
of Dion’s progress. But the courier, when almost at 
his journey’s end, was so fatigued from having run 
the best part of tbe night, that he found himself under 
the necessity of stopping to take a little sleep. In the 
mean time, a wolf, attracted by the smell of a piece 
of meat which he had in his wallet, came to the place, 
and ran away with both the flesh and the bag, in 
which he had also put his despatches. Dionysius 
was by this means prevented for some time from 
knowing that Dion was arrived, and then received 
the news from other hands. 

When Dion was near the Anapus, which runs about 
half'a league from the city, he ordered bis troops to 
halt, and offered a sacrifice upon the river-side, 
addressing his prayers to the rising sun. All who 
were present, seeing him with a wreath of flowers 
upon nis head, which he wore upon account of the 
sacrifice, crowned themselves also in the same manner, 
as animated with one and the same spirit. He had 
been joined on his march by at least 5000 men, and 
advanced with them towards the city. The most 
considerable of the inhabitants came* out in white 
habits to receive him at the gates. At the same time 
the people fell upon the tyrant’s friends, and upon 
the spies and informers, AN ACCURSED RACE OF 
WRETCHES, THE ENEMIES OF THE GODS AND MEN',4 
says Plutarch, who made it the daily business of their 
lives to disperse themselves into all parts, to mingle 
with the citizens, to pry into all their affairs, and to 
report to the tyrant whatever they said or thought, 
and often what they neither said nor thought. These 
were the first victims to the fury of the people, and 
were knocked on the head with clubs immediately. 
Timocrates, not able to throw himself into the 
citadel, mounted on horseback, and escaped from 
the city. 

At that instant Dion appeared within sight of the 
walls. He marched at the head of his troops magni¬ 
ficently armed, with his brother Megacles on one side, 
and Callippus the Athenian on the other, both crowned 
with chaplets of flowers. After him come 100 of the 
foreign soldiers, very fine troops, whom he had chosen 
for his guard. The rest followed in order of battle, 
with their officers at the head of them. The Syra¬ 
cusans beheld them with inexpressible satisfaction, 
and received them as a sacred procession, whom the 
gods themselves regarded with pleasure, and who 
restored them their liberty with the democracy, 
forty-eight years after they had been banished from 
their city. 

After Dion had made his entry’, lie ordered the 
trumpets to sound, to appease tbe noise and tumult; 
and silence being made, a herald proclaimed, that 
“ Dion and Megacles were come to abolish the 
tyranny, and to free the Syracusans and all the 
people of Sicily from the yoke of a ty rant.” And 
being desirous to harangue the people in person, he 
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went to the upper part of the city, through the 
uarter called Achradina. Wherever he passed, the 
yracusans had set out, on both sides of the streets, 
tables and bowls, and had prepared victims; and as 
lie came before their houses, they threw all sort9 of 
fiowers upon him, addressing vows and prayers to him 
as to a god. Such was the origin of idolatry, which 
paid divine honours to those who had done the peo¬ 
ple any great aod signal services. And can there be 
any service, any gift, so valuable as that of liberty! 
Hot far from the citadel, and below the place called 
Fentapylaa,stood asun-dial upon a high peaestal.erect- 
ed by Dionysius. Dion placed himself upon it, and 
in a speech to the people, who had crowded around, 
exhorted them to employ their utmost efforts for the 
recovery and preservation of their liberty. The Syra¬ 
cusans, transported with what he said, and anxious to 
express their gratitude and affection, elected him and 
his brother captains-general with supreme authority: 
and by their consent, and at their entreaty, joined 
with them twenty of the most considerable citizens, 
half of whom were of the number of those who, ha¬ 
ving been banished by Dionysius, had returned w'ith 
Dion. 

Having afterwards taken the castle of Epipolos, he 
set the citizens who were prisoners in it at liberty, and 
fortified it with strong works. Dionysius arrived from 
Italy seven days after, and entered the citadel by sea. 
The same day a great number of carriages brought 
Dion the amis which he had left with Synalus. These 
he immediately distributed among the citizens who 
were unprovided. All the rest armed and equipped 
themselves as well as they could, expressing the great¬ 
est ardour and zeal. 

Dionysius began by sending ambassadors to Dion 
and the Syracusans with proposals, which seemed ve¬ 
ry advantageous. The answer was, that by way of 
preliminary he must abdicate the tyranny; to which 
Dionysius did not seem averse. From thence he 
came to interviews and conferences; which were only 
feints to gain time, and abate the ardour of the Syra¬ 
cusans by the hope of an accommodation. Accord¬ 
ingly, having made the deputies, who were sent to 
treat with him, prisoners, he suddenty attacked, with 
a great part of his troops, the wall, with which the 
Syracusans had surrounded the citadel, and made se¬ 
veral breaches in it. So warm and unexpected an as¬ 
sault put Dion’s soldiers into great confusion, and 
they immediately fled. Dion endeavoured in vain to 
stop them; and believing example more efficacious 
than words, he threw himself fiercely into the midst 
of the enemy, where he stood the charge with intre¬ 
pid courage,* and killed great numbers of them. He 
received a wound in the hand from a spear; hia ar¬ 
mour was scarce proof against the great number of 
darts thrown at him, and his shield being pierced 
through in many places with spears and javelins, he 
was at length beaten down. His soldiers immediate¬ 
ly brought him off from the enemy. He left Tiino- 
nides to command them, and getting on horseback, 
rode through the whole city, stopped the flight of the 
Syracusans, and taking the foreign soldiers, whom he 
had left to guard the quarter called Achradina, he led 
them on fresh against Dionysius’s troops, who were 
already fatigued, and entirely discouraged by so vi¬ 
gorous and unexpected a resistance. It was now no 
longer a battle, but a pursuit. A great number of the 
tyrant’s troops were killed on the spot, and the rest 
e'seaped with difficulty iuto the citadel. This victory 
was brilliant and glorious. The Syracusans, to reward 
the valour of the foreign troops, gave each of them a 
considerablesum of money; and those soldiers, to ho¬ 
nour Dion, presented him with a crown of gold. 

Soon after came heralds from Dionysius, with seve¬ 
ral letters for Dion from the women of his family, and 
with one from Dionysius himself. Dion ordered them 
all to be read in a full assembly. That of Dionysius 
was couched in the form of a request and justification, 
intermixed however with the most terrible menaces 
against the persons who were dearest to Dion; his sis¬ 
ter, wife, and son. It was written with an art and 
address exceedingly well calculated to render Dion 
suspected. Dionysius put him in mind of the ardour 


and zeal he had formerly expressed for the support 
of the tyranny. He exhorted him iD language, though 
covert and somewhat obscure, yet sufficiently plain to 
be understood, not to abolish it entirely; but to pre¬ 
serve it for himself: not to give the people their liber¬ 
ty, who had at heart no attachment to him; nor to 
abandon his own safety, and that of his friends and 
relations, to the. capricious humour of a violent and in¬ 
constant multitude. 

The reading of this letter had the effect which Dio¬ 
nysius had proposed from it. 1 The Syracusans, with¬ 
out regard to Dion’s goodness to them, and the great¬ 
ness of his soul in forgetting his dearest interests, and 
the ties of nature, to restore them their Jiherty, took 
umbrage at his too great authority, and conceived 
injurious suspicions of him. The arrival of Hera- 
clides confirmed them in their sentiments, and deter¬ 
mined them to act accordingly. He was one of the 
banished persons, a good soldier, and well known 
amongst tnc troops, from having been in considerable 
commands under the tyrant, very bold and ambitious, 
and a secret enemy of Dion’s, between whom and 
himself there had been some difference in Pelopon¬ 
nesus. He came to Syracuse with 9even galleys of 
three benches of oars, and three other vessels, not.to 
join Dion, but with the resolution of marching with 
his own forces against the tyrant, whom he found re¬ 
duced to shut himself up in the citadel. His first en- 
deatour was to ingratiate himself with the people, for 
which his open and insinuating behaviour made him 
very fit; whilst Dion’s austere gravity was offensive 
to the multitude; especially as they were become 
more haughty and untractable from the last victory, 
and expected to be treated like a popular state, 2 even 
before they could call themselves a free people; that 
is to say, in the full sense of the Greek terms, they 
wished to be used with complaisance, flattery, regard, 
and a deference to all their capricious humours. 

What gratitude could be expected from a people 
that consulted only their passions and blind preju¬ 
dices? The Syracusans, of their own accord, formed 
an assembly immediately, and chose Heraclides ad¬ 
miral. Dion came unexpectedly thither, and com¬ 
plained highly of such a proceeding; as the charge 
conferred upon Heraclides was an abridgment of hia 
office; that he was no longer generalissimo, if ano¬ 
ther commanded at sea. These remonstrances obliged 
the Syracusans, against their will, to deprive Hera¬ 
clides of the office they had so lately conferred upon 
him. When the assembly broke up, Dion sent for 
him, and after some gentle reprimands for his strange 
conduct towards him in so delicate a conjuncture, 
wherein the least division amongst them might j’uin 
every thing, he summoned a new assembly himself, 
and, in the presence of the whole people, appointed 
Heraclides admiral, and gave him a guard, as he had 
himself. 

He thought by dint of kind offices to get the bet¬ 
ter of his rival's ill-will. Heraclides, in his expres¬ 
sions and outward behaviour, made his court to Dion, 
confessed his obligations to him, promised eternal 
gratitude, was mean and submissive in his presence, 
and obeyed his orders with a promptitude and punc¬ 
tuality which seemed to imply an entire devotion to 
his service, and a desire of occasions to do him plea¬ 
sure. But underhand, by his intrigues and cabals, he 
influenced the people against him, and opposed his 
designs in every thing. If Dion gave, his consent that 
Dionysius should quit the citadel by treaty, he was 
accused of favouring and intending to save him: if, 
to satisfy them, he continued the siege, without 
hearkening to any proposals of accommodation, they 
did not fail to reproach him with the desire of pro¬ 
tracting the war, for the sake of continuing in com¬ 
mand, and of keeping the citizens in awe and respect. 

Philistus, who came from Apulia to the tyrant’s re¬ 
lief with several galleys, having been defeated and 
put to death, Dionysius sent to ofler Dion the cita¬ 
del with the arms and troops in it, and money to pay 
them for five months, if he might be permitted by a 
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treaty to retire into Italy for the rest of his life, and 
be allowed the revenue of certain lands, which he 
mentioned, in the neighbourhood of Syracuse. The 
Syracusans, who were in hopes of taking Dionysius 
alive, rejected these proposals; and Dionysius des- 
paiiing of reconciling them to his terms, left the ci¬ 
tadel io the hands of his eldest son Apollocrates, and 
taking the advantage of a favourable 

A. M. 3544. wind, embarked for Italy with his 
Ant. J. C. 360. treasures and effects of the greatest 
value, and such of his friends as were 

dearest to him. 

Heraclides, who commanded the galleys, was very 
much blamed for having suffered him to escape by 
his negligence. To regain the people’s favour, he 
proposed a new distribution of lands, insinuating, that 
the foundation of liberty was equalit}', as poverty 
was the principle of servitude. Upon Dion’s oppo¬ 
sing this motion, Heraclides persuaded the people to 
reduce the pay of the foreign troops, who amounted 
to 3000 meu, to enact a new division of land, to ap-^ 
point new generals, and deliver themselves at once* 
from Dion’s insupportable severity. The Syracusan's 
agreed, and nominated twenty-five new officers, He¬ 
raclides being one of the number. 

At the same time they sent privately to solicit the 
foreign soldiers to abandon Dion, and to join with 
them, promising to give them a share in the govern¬ 
ment as native citizens. Those generous troops re¬ 
ceived the offer with disdain; and then placing Dion 
in the centre of them, with a fidelity and affection of 
which there are few examples, they made their bodies 
and their amis a rampart for him, and carried him 
out of the city without doing the least violence to 
any body, but warmly reproaching all they met with 
their ingratitude and perfidy'. The Syracusans, who 
contemned their small number, and attributed their 
moderation to fear and want of courage, began to at¬ 
tack them, not douhting hut they should defeat and 
put them all to the sword before they got out of the 
city. 

Dion, reduced to the melancholy necessity of either 
fighting against his fellow-citizens, or perishing with 
his troops, held out his hands to the Syracusans, im¬ 
ploring them in the most tender and affectionate man¬ 
ner to desist, and pointing to the citadel full of ene¬ 
mies, who saw all that passed with the utmost joy. 
But finding them deaf and insensible to all his remon¬ 
strances, he commanded his soldiers to march in close 
order without attacking; which they obeyed, content¬ 
ing themselves with making a great noise with their 
arms, and raising loud cries, as if they were going to 
fall upon the Syracusans. The latter were so dis¬ 
mayed with those appearances, that they all ran away 
io every street without being pursued. Dion hasten¬ 
ed the march of his troops towards the country of the 
Leootines. 

The officers of the Syracusans, laughed at and ridi¬ 
culed by the women of the city, were desirous to re¬ 
trieve their honour; and made their troops take arms 
and return to the pursuit of Dion. They came up 
to him at the pass of a river, and made their horse ad¬ 
vance to skirmish. But when they saw that Dion was 
resolved in earnest to repel their insults, and had 
made liis troops face about with great indignation, 
they were again seized with terror, and taking to 
their heels in a more shameful manner than before, 
made all the haste they could to regain the city. 

The Leontines received Dion with great marks of 
honour and esteem. 1 They also made presents to his 
soldiers, and declared them free citizens. Some days 
after which, they sent ambassadors to the Syracusans, 
to demand justice for the ill treatment of those troops; 
and they on their side sent deputies to complain of 
Dioa. Syracuse was intoxicated with inconsiderate 
joy and insolent prosperity, which entirely banished 
rejection and judgment. 

Every thing conspired to swell and inflame their 
pride. The citadel was so much reduced by famine, 
that the soldiers of Dionysius, after having suffered 
very much, resolved at last to surrender it. They 


sent in the night to make that proposal, and were to 
give it up the next morning. But at day-break, whilst 
they were preparing to execute the treaty. Nypsius, 
an able and valiant general, whom Dionysius had 
sent from Italy with corn and money to the besieged, 
appeared with his galleys, and anchored near Are- 
tnusa. .Plenty succeeding on a sudden to famine, 
Nypsius landed his troops, and summoned an assem¬ 
bly, wherein he made a speech to the soldiers suita¬ 
ble to the present conjuncture, which determined 
them to hazard all dangers. The citadel, that was 
upon the point of surrendering, was relieved in this 
manner, contrary to all expectation. 

The Syracusans at the same time hastened on 
board their galleys, and attacked the enemy’s fleet. 
They sunk some of their ships, took others, and pur¬ 
sued the rest to the shore. But this very victory 
was the occasion of their ruin. Abandoned to their 
own discretion, without either leader or authority to 
command or counsel them, the officers as well as sol¬ 
diers gave themselves up to rejoicing, feasting, drink¬ 
ing, debauchery, and every kind of loose excess. 
Nypsius knew well how to take advantage of this ge¬ 
neral iufatuation. He attacked the wall that enclosed 
the citadel, and having made himself master of it, he 
demolished it in several places, and permitted his sol¬ 
diers to enter and plunder the city. All things were 
in the utmost confusion. Here, the citizens half 
asleep, had their throats cut; there, houses were plun¬ 
dered ; whilst the women and children were driven 
off into the citadel, without regard to their tears, 
cries, and lamentations. 

There was but one man who could remedy thi 3 
misfortune and preserve the city. This was ia every 
body’s thoughts, but no one had courage enough to 
propose it; so much ashamed were they of the unge¬ 
nerous manaer in which they had driven him out. 
As the danger increased every moment, and already 
approached the quarter Achradina, in the height of 
their extremity and despair, a voice was heard from 
the cavalry and allies, which said, “ That it was ab¬ 
solutely necessary to recall Dion and the Peloponne¬ 
sian troops from the country of the Leontines.” A 3 
soon as any body had courage enough to utter those 
w r ords, they were the general cry of the Syracusans, 
who with tears of joy and grief ollered up prayers to 
the gods, that they would bring him back to them. 
The hope alone of seeing him again, gave them new 
courage, and enabled them to make head against the 
enemy. The deputies set out immediately with full 
speed, and arrived at the city of Leontium late in the 
evening. 

• As soon as they alighted, they threw themselves at 
Dion’s feet, bathed in their tears, and related the de¬ 
plorable extremity to w’hich the Syracusans w’ere re¬ 
duced. Some of the Leontines, and several of the 
Peloponnesian soldiers, who had seen them arrive, 
were already got round Dion, and rightly conceived, 
from their earnestness and humiliating posture, that 
something very extraordinary had happened. Dion 
had no sooner heard what they had to say, than he 
carried them w'ith him to the assembly, which formed 
itself immediately; for the people ran thither with 
abundance of eagerness. The two principal deputies 
explained in a few words the greatness of their dis¬ 
tress, and implored the foreign troops “ to hasten to 
the relief of the Syracusans, and to forget the ill 
treatment they had received; and the rather,because 
that unfortunate people had already paid a severer 
penalty for it, than,the most injured amongst them 
would desire to impose.” 

The deputies having finished their discourse, the 
whole theatre where the assembly was held continued 
in mournful silence, Dion rose: but as soon as he 
began to speak, a torrent of tears suppressed his utte¬ 
rance. Tne foreign soldiers called out to him to take 
courage, and expressed a generous compassion for 
his grief. At length, having recovered himself a lit¬ 
tle, ne spoke to them in these terms: “Men of Pe¬ 
loponnesus, and you our allies, I have assembled you 
here, that you might deliberate upon what regards 
yourselves; as for my part, I must not deliberate when 
’Syracuse is in danger. If I cannot preserve it, I go 
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to perish with it, and to bury myself in its ruins. But 
for you, if you are resolved to assist us once more; 
us, who are the most imprudent and most unfortunate 
of mankind; come and relieve the city of Syracuse, 
from henceforth the work of your hands. But if the 
just subjects of complaint which you have against the 
Syracusans determine you to abandon them in their 
present condition, and to sutler them to perish; may 
you receive from the immortal gods the reward you 
merit for the affection and fidelity which you have 
hitherto expressed for me. For the rest, I have only 
to desire that you will keep Dion in your remem¬ 
brance, who did not abandon you when unworthily 
treated by his countrymen, and who did not abandon 
his countrymen when fallen into misfortunes.” 

He had no sooner ceased speaking, than the foreign 
soldiers rose up with loud cries, and entreated him to 
lead them on that moment to the relief of Syracuse. 
The deputies, transported with joy, saluted and 
embraced them, praying the gods to bestow upon 
Dion and them all kind of happiness and prosperity. 
When the tumult was appeased, Dion ordered them 
to prepare for the march, and as soon as they had 
supped, to return with their arras to the same place, 
being determined to set out the same night, and fly 
to the relief of his country. 

In the mean time, at Syracuse, the officers of 
Dionysius, after having done all the mischief they 
could to the city, retired at night into the citadel 
with the loss of some of their soldiers. This short 
respite gave the seditious orators new courage. Flat¬ 
tering themselves that the enemy would lie still after 
what they had done, they exhorted the Syracusans to 
think no fuvther of Dion, nor to receive him if be 
came to their relief with his foreign troops, nor to 
yield to them in courage, but to defend their city 
and liberty with their own arms and valour. New 
deputies were instantly despatched from the general 
officers to Dion to prevent his coming, and from the 
principal citizens and his friends to desire him to 
hasten his march; which difference of sentiments and 
contrariety of advices occasioned his advancing 
slowly, and by short marches. 

When the night was far spent, Dion ’3 enemies 
seized the gates of the city, to prevent his entrance. 
At the same instant, Nypsfus, well apprised of all that 
passed in Syracuse, made a sally from the citadel 
with a greater body of troops, and more determinate 
than before. They entirely demolished the wall that 
enclosed them, and entered the city, which they 
plundered. Nothing but slaughter and blood was 
seen every where. Nor did they stop for the pillage, 
but seemed to have no other view than to ruin and 
destroy all before them. One would have thought, 
that the son of Dionysius, whom his father had left 
in the citadel, being reduced to despair, and prompted 
by enveoomed hatred for the Syracusans, was de¬ 
termined to bury the tyranny in the ruins of the city. 
To prevent Dion’s relief of it, they had recourse to 
fire, the swiftest instrument of destruction, burning, 
with torches and lighted straw, all places within their 
power, and darting combustibles against the rest. 
The Syracusans who fled to avoid the flames, were 
butchered in the streets; and those who to shun the 
murderous sword retired into the houses, were driven 
out of them again bv the encroaching fire; for there 
were abundance of houses burning, and many that 
fell upon the people in the streets. 

These very flames opened the city for Dion, by 
obliging the citizens to agree in not keeping the 
ates shut against him. Couriers after couriers were 
espatched to hasten his march. Heraclides himself, 
his most declared and mortal enemy, deputed his 
brother, and afterwards his uncle Theodotus, to con¬ 
jure him to advance with the utmost speed to their as¬ 
sistance, there being no one who was able to make head 
against the enemy he himself being wounded, and the 
city almost entirely ruined and reduced to ashes. 

Dion received this news when he was about sixty 
stadia 1 from the gates. His soldiers upon that occa¬ 
sion marched with the utmost diligence, and with so 


good a will, that it was not long before he arrived at 
the walls of the. city. He entered by the quarter 
called Hecatompedon, He there detached his light- 
armed troops’against the enemy, to re-animate the 
Syracusans by the sight of them. He then drew up 
his heavy-armed infantry, and the citizens who came 
running to join him on all sides. He divided them 
into small parties, of greater depth than front, and put 
different officers at the head of them, that they might 
be capable of attacking in several places at once, and 
appear stronger and more formidable to the enemy. 

After having made these dispositions, and offered 
up his prayers to the gods, he marched across the 
city against the enemy. In every street as he passed 
he was welcomed with acclamations, cries of joy, and 
songs of victory, mingled with the prayers and 
blessings of all the Syracusans, who called Dion their 
preserver and their god, and his soldiers their brothers 
and fellow-citizens. At that instant, there was not a 
single man in the city so fond of life, as not to be 
much more in pain for Dion’s safety than his own, and 
not to fear much more for him than for all the rest 
together, seeing him march foremost to so great a 
danger, over blood, fire, and dead bodies, with which 
the streets and squares were universally covered. 

On the other hand, the view of the enemy was no 
less terrible: for they were animated by rage and 
despair, and were posted in line of battle behind the 
ruins of the wall they had thrown down, which made 
the approach very difficult and dangerous. They 
were under the necessity of defending the citadel, 
which was their safety and retreat, and durst not 
remove from it, lest their communications should be 
cut off. But what was most capable of disordering 
and discouraging Dion’s soldiers, and made their 
march very painful and difficult, was the fire. For, 
wherever they turned themselves, they marched by 
the light of the houses in flames, and were obliged to 
go over ruins in the midst of fires; exposing ihein- 
selves to being crushed in pieces by the fall of walls, 
beams, and roofs of houses, which tottered half con¬ 
sumed by the flames, and under the necessity of 
keeping their ranks, whilst they opened their way 
through frightful clouds of smoke mingled with dust. 

When they had joined the enemy, only a very 
small number on each side were capable of coming 
to blows, from the want of room, and the unevenness 
of the ground. But ot length Dion’s soldiers, encou¬ 
raged and supported by the cries and ardour of the 
Syracusans, charged the enemy with such redoubled 
vigour, that the troops of Nypsius gave way. The 
greatest part of them escaped into the citadel, which 
was very near; and those who remained without, 
being broken, were cut to pieces in the pursuit by 
the loreign troops. 

The time would not admit their making immediate 
rejoicings for their victory, in the manner so great aa 
exploit deserved; the Syracusans being obliged to 
employ themselves in rescuing their houses, and to 

ass the whole night in extinguishing the fire; which, 

ovvever, they dia not effect without great difficulty. 

At the return of day, none of the seditious orators 
durst stay in the city, but all fled self-conderuned, to 
avoid the punishment due to their crimes. Only 
Heraclides and Theodotus come to Dion, and put 
themselves into his hands, confessing their injurious 
treatment of him, and conjuring him not to imitate 
their ill conduct; that it became Dion, superior as 
he was in all other respects to the rest of mankind, 
to show himself equally so in greatness of soul, by 
subduing his resentment and revenge, and forgiving 
the ungrateful, who owned themselves unworthy of 
his pardon. 

Heraclides and Theodotus having made these 
supplications, Dion’s friends advised him not to spare 
men of their vile and malignant disposition; but to 
abandon Heraclides to the soldiers, and in so doing, 
exterminate from the state that spirit of sedition and 
intrigue; a distemper that has really something of 
madness in it, and is no less to be feared from its 
pernicious consequences than tyranny itself. But 
Dion, to appease them, said, “That other captains 
generally made the means of conquering their enemies 
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their sole study; that for his part, he had passed much 
time in the Academy, in learning 1 to subdue anger, 
envy, and all the jarring passions of the mind: that 
the sign of having conquered them is not kindness 
and affability to friends and persons of merit; but 
treating those with humanity who have injured us, 
and in being always ready to forgive them: that he 
did not desire so much to appear superior to Hera- 
clides in power and ability, as in wisdom and justice; 
for in that, true and essential superiority consists: 
that if Heraclides be wicked, invidious, and per¬ 
fidious, must Dion contaminate and dishonour him¬ 
self by base resentment? It is true, according to 
dhuman laws, there seems to be less injustice in 
trevenging an injury', than committing it; but if we 
consult nature, we should find both the one and the 
pother to have their rise in the same weakness of 
£mind. Besides, there is no disposition so obdurate 
£and savage, but may be vanquished by the force of 
Kind usage and obligations.” Dion, influenced by 
these maxims, pardoned Heraclides. 

He engaged next in enclosing the citadel with a 
new work, and he ordered each of the Syracusans to 
go and cut a large stake, in the night, he set his 
soldiers to work, whilst the Syracusat\3 took their 
rest. He surrounded the citadel in this manner with 
a strong palisade, before it was perceived; so that in 
the morning, the greatness of the ivork, and the 
suddenness of the execution, were matter of admira¬ 
tion for all the world, as well the enemy as the 
citizens. 

Having finished this palisade, he buried the dead; 
and dismissing the prisoners taken from the enemy, 
lie summoned an assembly. Heraclides proposed in 
it, that Dion should be elected generalissimo with 
supreme authority by sea and land. All the people 
of worth, and the most considerable of the citizens, 
were pleased with the proposal, and desired that it 
might have the sanction of the assembly. But the 
mariners and artisans who were sorry that Heraclides 
should lose the office of admiral; and convinced 
that, however little estimable he might be in all 
other respects, he would at least be more for the 
people than Dion, opposed it with all their power. 
Dion, to avoid exasperating them, did not insist upon 
that point, and re-instated Heraclides in his comniand- 
in-chicf at sea. But his opposing the distribution of 
lands and houses which they were anxious should 
take place, and his cancelling and annulling whatever 
had been decreed upon that head, embroiled him 
with them irretrievably. 

Heraclides, taking advantage of a disposition so 
favourable to his views, did not fail to revive his 
cabals and intrigues against Dion; as appeared openly 
by an attempt of his to make himself master of Syra¬ 
cuse, and to shut the gates upon his rival. But it 
proved unsuccessful. A Spartan, who had been sent 
to the aid of Syracuse, negociated a new accommo¬ 
dation between Heraclides and Dion, under the 
strictest oaths, and the strongest assurances of 
obedience on the side of the former; weak ties to a 
man void of faith and probity. 

The Syracusans having dismissed their sea forces, 
who were become unnecessary, applied solely to the 
siege of the citadel, and rebuilt the wall which had 
been thrown down. As no relief came to the besieged, 
and bread began to fall short with them, the soldiers 
rew mutinous, and would no longer observe any 
iscipline. The son of Dionysius, finding himself 
without hope or resource, entered into a capitulation 
with Dion, by which he surrendered to him the cita¬ 
del, with all the arms and other warlike stores. Hs 
carried his mother and sisters away with him, filled 
five galleys with his followers and effects, and went 
to his father; for Dion gave him entire liberty to 
withdraw unmolested. It is easy to conceive the joy 
of the city upon his departure. Women, children, 
old people, all hurried to the port to gratify their 

S es with so agreeable a spectacle, and to solemnize 
e joyful day, on which, after so many years’ servi¬ 
tude, the sun arose for the first time upon the liberty 
of Syracuse. 

Apollocrates having set sail, and Dion beginning 


his march to enter the citadel, the princesses, who 
were there, did not stay till he arrived, but came out 
to meet him at the gates. Aristomadie led the son 
of Dion; after whom came Arete, his wife, with her 
eyes fixed upon the ground and full of tears. Dion 
embraced his sister first, and afterwards his son. 
Aristomnche then presenting Arete to him, spoke 
thus: “The tears you see her shed, at the time that 
your presence restores us life and joy, the shame 
expressed in her looks, her silence itself, and her 
confusion, sufficiently denote the grief with which 
she is penetrated, at the sight of a husband, to whom 
another has been substituted contrary to her will, but 
who alone has always possessed her heart. Shall she 
salute you as her uncle, shall she embrace you as her 
husband?” Aristomadie having spoken in this man¬ 
ner, Dion, with his face bathed in tears, tenderly 
embraced his wife; gave his son again into her arms, 
and sent them home to his house; because bethought 
proper to give up the citadel to the Syracusans, as 
greater evidence of their liberty. 

For himself, after having rewarded with a truly 
royal magnificence all those who had contributed to 
his success, each according to their rank and merit; 
at the height of glory and happiness, and the object 
of admiration, not only of Sicily, but of Carthage and 
all Greece, who esteemed him the wisest and most 
fortunate captain that ever lived, he still retained his 
original simplicity; as modest and plain in his garb, 
equipage, and table, as if he had lived in the academy 
with l J latu, and not with people bred in armies, with 
officers and soldiers, who often breathe nothing but 
pleasures and magnificence. Accordingly, at the 
time that Plato wrote to him, “That the eyes of all 
mankind were upon him alone;” little affected with 
that general admiration, his thoughts were always 
intent upon the academy, that school of wisdom and 
virtue, where exploits and successes were judged of, 
not from the external splendour and noise with which 
they are attended, but from the wise and moderate 
use which is made of them. 

Dion designed to establish a form of government in 
Syracuse, composed of the Spartan and Cretan, but 
wherein the aristocracy was always to prevail, and to 
decide the most important affairs, by the authority, 
which, according to his plan, was to be vested in a 
council of elders. Heraclides again opposed him in 
this scheme, still turbulent and seditious as usual, 
and solely intent upon gaining the people by flattery, 
caresses, and other popular arts. One day, when 
Dion sent for him to the council, he answered that 
he would not come; and that, being only a private 
person, he should be in the assembly with the rest of 
the citizens, whenever it was summoned. His view, 
in such behaviour, was to make his court to the 
people, and to render Dion odious; who, weary of 
his repeated insults, permitted those to kill him whom 
he had formerly prevented. They accordingly went 
to his house and despatched him. We shall see 
presently Dion’s own sense of this action. 

The Syracusans were deeply affected with his death * 
but as Dinn solemnized his funeral with great magni¬ 
ficence, followed his body in person at the head of his 
whole army, and afterwards harangued the people 
upon the occasion, they were appeased, and forgave 
him the murder; convinced that it was impossible for 
the city ever to be free from commotions and sedi¬ 
tion, while Heraclides and Dion governed together. 

After that murder Dion never knew joy nor peace 
of mind.* A hideous spectre, which ne saw in the 
night, (filled him with trouble, terror, and melancholy. 
The phantom seemed a woman of enormous stature, 
who, in her attire, air, and haggard looks, resembled 
a fury, and who swept his house with violence. His 
son’s death, w’ho for some unknown grief had thrown 
himself from the roof of a house, passed for the 
accomplishment of that ominous apparition, and was 
the prelude to his misfortunes. Callippu9 gave the 
finishing stroke to them. He was an Athenian, with 
whom Dion had contracted an intimate friendship 
whilst he lodged in his bouse at Athens, and witn 
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whom he had lived ever after in an entire freedom 
and unbounded confidence. Callippus, having given 
himself up to his ambitious views, and entertained 
thoughts of making himself master of Syracuse, threw 
off all regard for the sacred ties of friendship and 
hospitality, and devised how to get rid of Dion, who 
was the sole obstacle to his designs. Notwith¬ 
standing his care to conceal then), they got air, and 
came to the ears of Dion’s sister and wife, who 
lost no time, and spared no pains, to discover the 
truth by a very strict inquiry. To prevent its effects, 
he went to them with tears in his eyes, and the ap¬ 
pearance of being inconsolable, that any body should 
suspect him of such a crime, or think him capable of 
so black a design. They insisted upon his taking the 
great oath , as it was called. The person who swore 
it, was wrapped in the purple mantle of the goddess 
Proserpine, and holding a lighted torch in his hand, 
pronounced in the temple the most dreadful execra¬ 
tions, against himself which it is possible to imagine. 

The oath cost him nothing, but did not convince the 
rincesses. They daily received new intimations of 
is guilt from several hands, as did Dion himself, and 
all his friends in general persuaded him to prevent 
Callippus’s crime by n just and sudden punishment. 
But he never could resolve upon it. The death of 
Heraclides, which he looked upon as a horrible blot 
upon his reputation and virtue, was perpetually pre¬ 
sent to his troubled imagination, and renewed by con¬ 
tinual terrors his grief and repentance. Tormented 
night and day by that cruel remembrance, he pro¬ 
fessed that he had rather die a thousand deaths, and 
present his throat himself to whoever would kill him, 
than live under the necessity of continual precautions, 
not only against his enemies, but the best of his friends. 

Callippus ill deserved that name. He hastened to 
the execution of his crime, and caused Dion to be as¬ 
sassinated in bis own house by some Zacynthian sol¬ 
diers, who were entirely devoted to his interest. The 
sister and wife of that prince were put into prison, 
where the latter wa3 delivered of a son, which she 
resolved to nurse there herself. 

After this murder, Callippus was 

A. M. 3646. for some time in a splendid condition, 
Ant. J. C. 358. having made himself master of Syra¬ 
cuse by the means of the troops, who 
were entirely devoted to his service, and whom he 
had gained by the gifts he bestowed upon them. The 
Fagans believed, that the Divinity ought to punish 
great crimes in a sudden and extraordinary manner 
in this life; and Plutarch observes, that the success 
of Callippus occasioned very great complaints against 
the gods, as if they suffcied calmly, and without in¬ 
dignation, the vilest of men to raise himself to so ex¬ 
alted a fortune by so detestable and impious a me¬ 
thod. But Providence was not long without justify¬ 
ing itself, for Callippus soon suffered the punishment 
ofVis guilt. Having marched with his troops to take 
Catana, Syracuse revolted against him, and .threw off 
the yoke of so shameful a subjection. He afterwards 
attacked Messina, where he lost abundance of men, 
and particularly all the Zacynthian soldiers, who had 
muraered Dion. No city of Sicily would receive 
him, but all detesting him as the most execrable of 
wretches, he retired to Rhegiuni, where, after having 
led for some time a miserable life, he was killed by 
Leptines and Polyperchon, and, it was said, with the 
same dagger with which Dion had beea assassinated. 

History has few examples of so striking an attention 
of Providence to pnnish great crimes, such as murder, 
perfidy, treason, either in the authors of those crimes 
themselves, who commanded or executed them, or in 
the accomplices who were any way concerned in them. 
The divine’justice displays itself from time to time 
in this manner, to prove that it is not unconcerned 
and inattentive; and to prevent the inundation of 
crimes, which an entire impunity would occasion; but 
it does not always distinguish itself by remarkable 
chastisements in this world, to intimate to mankind, 
that greater punishments are reserved for guilt in the 
next. 

As for Aristomacbe and Arete, as soon as they 
came out of prison, Icetas of Syracuse, one of Dion’s 


friends, received them into his house, and treated 
them at first with an attention, fidelity, and generosity 
of the most exemplary kind, had he persevered: but 
complying at last with Dion’s enemies, he provided a 
bark for them, and having put them on board, under 
the pretence of sending them to Peloponnesus, he 
gave orders to those who were to carry them, to kill 
them on the voyage, and to throw them into the sea. 
He w'as not long without receiving the chastisement 
due to his black treachery; for being taken by Timo- 
leon, he was put to death. The Syracusans, fully to 
avenge Dion, killed also the two daughters of that 
traitor. 

The relations and friends of Dion, 1 soon after his 
death, had written to Plato, to consult him upon the 
manner in which they should behave in the present 
troubled and fluctuating condition of Syracuse, and 
to know what sort of government it was proper to 
establish there. Plato, who knew the Syracusans 
were equally incapable of entire liberty or absolute 
servitude, exhorted them strenuously to pacify all 
things as soon as possible, and for that purpose to 
change the tyranny, of which the very name was odi¬ 
ous, "into a lawful sovereignty, which would make 
subjection ^asy and agreeable. He advised them 
(and, according to him, it had been Dion’s opinion) to 
create three kings, one to be Hipparinus,Dion’s son; 
another Hipparinus, Dionysius the younger’s bro¬ 
ther, who seemed to be well inclined towards the peo¬ 
ple; and Dionysius himself, if he would comply with 
such conditions as should be duly prescribed him; 
and to invest them with an authority not much unlike 
that of the kings of Sparta. By the same scheme, 
thirty-five magistrates were to be appointed, to take 
care that the laws should be. duly observed; these 
were to have great authority both in times of war 
and peace, ana to serve as a balance between the 
power of the kings, the senate, and the people. 

It does not appear that this advice was ever follow¬ 
ed, and indeed it had great inconveniences, it is on¬ 
ly known, 2 that Hipparinus, Dionysius’s brother, ha¬ 
ving landed at Syracuse with a fleet and considerable 
forces, expelled Callippus, and exercised the sove¬ 
reign power two years. 

The histoiy of Sicily, which I have related thus 
far, includes about fifty years,beginning with Diony¬ 
sius the elder, who reigned thirty-eight, to the death 
of Dion. 

SECTION IV.— CHARACTER OF DIOX. 

It i3 not easy to find so many excellent qualities m 
one and the same person as were united in Dion. I 
dn not consider, in this place, his wonderful taste for 
the sciences, his art of associating them with thegreat- 
est employments of war and peace, ot extracting from 
them the rules of conduct and maxims of govern¬ 
ment, and of making them an equally useful and ho¬ 
nourable entertainment of his leisure; I confine my¬ 
self to the statesman and patriot; and in this view, 
how admirable does he appear! Greatness of soul, 
elevation of sentiments, generosity in bestowing his 
wealth, heroic valour in battle, attended with a cool¬ 
ness of temper, and a prudence scarce to be paral¬ 
leled: a mind vast and capable of the highest views, 
a constancy not to be shaken by the greatest dangers 
or the most unexpected revolutions of fortune, the 
love of his country and of the public good carried al¬ 
most to excess: these are part of Dion’s virtues. The 
design he formed of delivering his country from the 
yoke of tyranny, and his boldness and wisdom in the 
execution of it, show us of what he is capable. 

But what I conceive, the greatest beauty in Dion’s 
character, the most worthy of admiration, and if I 
may say so, the most above human nature, is the 
greatness of soul, the unexampled patience, with 
which, he suffered the ingratitude of his countrymen. 
He had abandoned and sacrificed every thing to come 
to their relief; he had reduced the tyranny to extre¬ 
mities, and was upon the point of re-establishing them 
in the full possession of their liberty: in return for 
such great services they shamefully expelled him the 
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city, accompanied with a handful of foreign soldiers, 
whose fidelity they had not been able to corrupt; 
they load him with injuries, and add to their base per¬ 
fidy the most cruel outrages and indignity; to punish 
those ungrateful traitors he had only a signal to give, 
and to leave the rest to the indignation of his soldiers: 
master of their temper, as well as his own, he curbs 
their impetuosity, and, without disarming their hands, 
restrains their just rage, suffering them, in the very 
height and ardour of an attack, only to terrify, and 
not kill, his enemies, because he could not forget that 
they were his fellow-citizens and brethren. 

There seems to be only one defect that can be ob¬ 
jected to Dion, which is, his having something rigid 
and austere in his temper, that made him less acces¬ 
sible and sociable than he should have been, and kept 
even persons of worth and his best friends at a kind 
of distance. Plato, and those who had his glory sin¬ 
cerely at henrt, had often warned him of this. But 
notwithstanding the reproaches which were made him 
upon his too austere gravity, and the inflexible seve¬ 
rity, with which he treated*the people, he still piqued 
himself upon making no abatement of them: whether 
his natural disposition was entirely averse to the arts 
of insinuation and persuasion; or that from the view 
of correcting and reforming the Syracusans, vitiated 
and corrupted by the flattering and complaisant dis¬ 
courses of their orators, he thought fit to employ that 
rough and manly manner of behaviour towards them. 

Dion was mistaken in the most essentia! point of 
governing. From the throne to the lowest office iu 
the state, whoever is charged with the care of ruling 
and conducting others, ought particularly to study 
the art of managing men’s tempers, 1 anJ of giving 
them that hent and turn of mind that may best suit 
his measures; which cannot be done by harshly do¬ 
mineering over them, by commanding haughtily, and 
contenting one’s self with laying down the rule and 
the duty with inflexible rigour. There is, even in 
worth itself, in virtue, and the exercise of all func¬ 
tions, an exactitude and steadiness, or rather a kind 
of stiffness, which frequently degenerates into a vice 
when carried into extremes. I know it is never al¬ 
lowable to break through rules, but it is always lau¬ 
dable, and often necessary, to soften and make them 
more pliant; which is best effected by mildness of 
demeanour, and an insinuating behaviour; not always 
exacting the discharge of a duty in its utmost rigour; 
overlooking abundance of small faults, that do not 
merit much notice, and animadvert.iag upon those 
which are more considerable with favour and mild¬ 
ness; in a word, in endeavouring by all possible 
means to acquire people’s affection, and to render 
virtue and duty amiable. 

Dion’s permission to kill Heraclides, which was 
obtained with difficulty, or rather forced from him, 
contrary to his natural disposition as well as princi¬ 
ples, cost him dear, and brought that trouble and 
anguish upon him that lasted till the day of his death, 
and of which they were the principal cause. 

SECTION V.— DIONYSIUS THE younger re-as- 

CENDS THE THRONE. SYRACUSE IMPLORES AID 
OF THE CORINTHIANS, WHO SEND TIMOLEON. 
THAT GENERAL ENTERS SYRACUSE, NOTWITH¬ 
STANDING ALL THE ENDEAVOURS OF ICETAS TO 
PREVENT HIM. DIONYSIUS SURRENDERS HIM¬ 
SELF TO HIM, AND RETIRES TO CORINTH. 

Callinpus who had caused Dion to 
A. M. 3647. be murdered, and had substituted him- 
Ant. J. C. 357. self in his place, did not possess his 
power long. 2 * Thirteen months after, 
Hipparinus, Dionysius’s brother, arriving unexpected¬ 
ly at Syracuse with a numerous fleet, expelled him 
from the city, and recovered his paternal sovereignty, 
which he held during two years. 

Syracuse and all Sicily, b*eing ha- 
A. M. 3654. rassed by different factions and intes- 
Ant. J. C. 350. tine war, were in a miserable condi¬ 
tion. Dionysius, taking advantage 

1 Which art an ancient poet called fleianima , atque omni¬ 
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of those troubles, ten years after he had been obliged 
to quit the throne, had assembled some foreign troops, 
and having overcome Nypsoeu?, who had made himself 
master of Syrncuse.he reinstated himself in the pos¬ 
session of his dominions. 

It was perhaps to thank the gods for his re-esla- 
blishment, 8 and to express his gratitude to them, that 
he sent statues ofgold and ivory to Olympia and Del¬ 
phi of very great value. The galleys which earned 
them were taken by Iphicrates, who was at that ume 
near Coreyra with a fleet.* He wrote to Athens to 
know in what manner he should dispose of this sacred 
booty, and was answered that he need not examine 
scrupulously for what it was designed, but make use 
of it for the subsistence of bis troops. Dionysius 
complained hitterly of such treatment to the Atheni¬ 
ans, in a letter which he wrote, wherein he reproach¬ 
ed them, with great warmth and justice, for their 
avarice and sacrilegious impiety. 

A commander ofpirates had acted much more nobly 
and more religious towards the Romans about fifty 
years before. 5 The latter, after the taking of Veii, the 
siege of which had lasted ten years, sent a golden cup 
to Delphi. The deputies who carried that present 
were taken by the pirates of Lipara, and carried to 
that island. It was the custom to divide among the 
citizens all the prizes they took as a common stock. 6 
The island at that time was under the government of 
a magistrate more like the Romans in his manners 
than those he governed. He was called Timasithe- 
us, 7 and his behaviour agreed well with the signifi¬ 
cation of his name. Full of respect lor their charac¬ 
ter of envoys, the sacred gift they carried, the motive 
of their offering, and still more lor the majesty of the 
god for whom^it was designed, he inspired the mul¬ 
titude, that generally follow the example of those 
who rule them, with the same sentiments of respect 
and religion. The envoys were received therefore 
with all possible marks of distinction, and their ex¬ 
penses borne by the public. Tiniasitheus convoyed 
them with a strong squadron to Delphi, and brought 
them back in the same manner to Rome. It is easy 
to judge how sensibly the Romans were affected with 
so noble a proceeding. By a decree of the senate 
they rewarded Timasithens with great presents, and 
granted him the right of hospitality. And more than 
150 years after, when the Romans took Lipara from 
the Carthaginians, with the same gratitude as if the 
action had been but lately done, they thought them¬ 
selves obliged to do farther honour to the family of 
their benefactor, and resolved that all his descendants 
should be ever exempted from the tribute imposed 
upon the other inhabitants of that island. 

This was certainly great and noble on both sides: 
but the contrast does no honour to the Athenians. 

To return to Dionysius. Though he expressed 
some regard for the gods, his actions evinced no hu¬ 
manity for his subjects. His past misfortunes, in¬ 
stead of correcting and softening his disposition, had 
only served to inflame it, and to render him more 
savage and brutal than before. 

The most worthy and considerable of the citizens, 8 
not being able to support so cruel a servitude, had 
had recourse to Icetas, king of the Leontines, and 
abandoning themselves to his conduct, had elected 
him their general; not that they believed he differed 
in any thing from the most avowed tyrants, but be¬ 
cause they had no other resource. 

During these transactions, the Carthaginians, who 


» Diod. I. xvi. p. 453. •* Corfu. 

® Liv. Decad. 1. v. c. 23. Diod. I. xiv. p. 307. 
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were almost always at war with the Syracusans, ha¬ 
ving arrived in Sicily with a great fleet, had already 
made a great progress there. The Sicilians and the 
people of Syracuse resolved to send an embassy into 
Greece, to demand aid of the Corinthians, from whom 
the Syracusans were descended,and who had always 
openly declared against tyrants in favour of liberty. 
lcetas,who proposed no other end from his command 
than to make himself master of Syracuse, and had no 
thoughts of setting it free, treated secretly' with the 
Carthaginians, though in public he affected to praise 
the wise measures of the Syracusans, and even sent 
his deputies along with theirs. 

Corinth received the ambassadors perfectly well, 
decreed that aid should be sent to tbe 

A. M. 3655. Syracusans, and immediately appoint- 
Ant. J. C.349. ed Titnoleou general. He had led a 
retired life for twenty years, without 
interfering in public affairs, and was far from believing 
that at his age, and in the circumstances he then was, 
he should be thought on upon such an occasion. 

He was descended from one of the noblest families 
of Corinth, loved his country passionately, and dis¬ 
covered upon all occasions a singular humanity of 
temper, except against tyrants and bad men. He was 
an excellent captain; and as in his youth he had pos¬ 
sessed all the maturity of age, in age he had all the 
fire and courage of the most ardent youth. 

He had an elder brother called Timophanes, whom 
he tenderly loved, as he had demonstrated in a bat¬ 
tle, in which he covered him with his body, and saved 
his life at the great danger of his own; but his coun¬ 
try wa9 still dearer to him. That brother having 
made himself tyrant of it, so black a crime gave him 
the sharpest affliction. He made use of all possible 
means to bring him back to his duty; kindness, friend¬ 
ship, affection, remonstrances, and even menaces. 
But finding all his endeavours ineffectual, and that 
nothing could prevail upon a heart abandoned to am¬ 
bition, ne caused his brother to be assassinated in his 
presence by two of his friends and intimates, and 
thought that, upon such an occasion, the laws of na¬ 
ture ought to give place to those of his country. 

That action was admired and applauded by the 

f srincipul citizens of Corinth, and by most of the phi- 
osophers, who looked upon it as the most noble ef¬ 
fort of human virtue; and Plutarch seems to pass the 
same judgment upon it. All the world were not of 
that opinion, and some people reproached him as an 
abominable parricide, who could not fail of drawing 
down the vengeance of the gods upon himself. His 
mother especially, in. the excess of her grief, uttered 
the most dreadful curses and imprecations against him; 
and when he came to console her, not being able to 
bear the sight of her son's murderer, she thrust him 
away with indignation, and shut her doors againsthim. 

He was then struck with all the horror of his guilt, 
and giving himself up to the most bitter remorse, con¬ 
sidered Timophanes no longer as a tyrant, but as a 
brother, and resolved to put an end to his life, by ab¬ 
staining from all nourishment. It was with great dif¬ 
ficulty his friends dissuaded him from that fatal reso¬ 
lution. Overcome by their prayers and entreaties, he 
was at length prevailed upon to live; but he con¬ 
demned himself to pn«s the rest of his days in soli¬ 
tude. From that moment he renounced all public 
affairs, and for several years never came to the city, 
but wandered about in the most solitary and desert 
places, abandoned to excess of grief and melancholy. 
So true it is, that neither the praises of flatterers, nor 
the false reasonings of politicians, ean suppress the 
cries of conscience, which is at once the witness, 
judge, and executioner of those who dare to violate 
the most sacred rights and ties of nature! 

He passed twenty years in this enndition. He did 
indeed return to Corinth at the latter part of that 
time, but lived there always private and retired, with¬ 
out concerning himself with the administration of the 
government. It was not without great repugnance 
that he accepted the employment of general, but he 
did not think it allowable to refuse the service of his 
country, and his duty prevailed against his inclination. 
Whilst Timoleon assembled his troops, and was 


preparing to sail, the Corinthians received letters 
from Icetas, in which he told them, “ That it was not 
necessary for them to make any further levies, nor to 
exhaust themselves in great expenses to come to Si¬ 
cily, and expose themselves to evident danger; that 
the Carthaginians, apprised of their design, were wait¬ 
ing to intercept their squadron in its passage with a 
great fleet; and that their slowness in sending their 
troops, had obliged him to call in the Carthaginians 
themselves to his aid, and to make use of them against 
the tyrant.” He had made a secret treaty with them, 
by which it was stipulated, that after the expulsion 
of Dionysius from Syracuse, he should take posses¬ 
sion of it in his place. 

The reading of these letters, far from cooling the 
zeal of the Corinthians, only incensed them still 
more, and hastened the departure of Timoleon. He 
embarked with ten galleys, and arrived safe upon the 
coast of Italy: here the news that came from Sicily 
extremely perplexed him, and discouraged his troops. 
An account was brought, that Icetas had defeated 
Dionysius; and having made himself master of the 
greatest part of Syracuse, had obliged the tyrant to 
shut himself up in the citadel, and in that quarter 
called tbe Isle, where he besieged him; and that he 
had given orders to the Carthaginians to prevent Ti- 
moleon’3 approach and landing, that they might make 
a peaceable partition of Sicily between them, when 
they should nave compelled that general to retire. 

And indeed the Carthaginians had sent twenty 
galleys to Rhegium. The Corinthians upon their ar¬ 
rival at that port, found ambassadors from Icetas, who 
declared to Timoleon, that he might come to Syra¬ 
cuse, and would be well received there, provided he 
dismissed his troops. The proposal was an absolute 
insult, and at the same time more perplexing. It 
seemed impossible to beat the vessels which the bar¬ 
barians had caused to advance to intercept them in 
their passage, being twice their force; and to retire, 
was to ahandon to extreme distress the whole of Si- 
cily, which could not avoid being the reward oflce- 
tas’s treasurv, and of the support which the Cartha¬ 
ginians should give the tyranny. 

In this delicate conjuncture,Timoleon demanded a 
conference witli the ambassadors, and the principal 
officers of the Carthaginian squadron, in the presence 
of the people of Rhegium. It was only, he said, to 
exhoncrate himself, and for his own security, that his 
country might not accuse him of having disobeyed 
its orders, and betrayed its interests. There was a 
secret understanding between him and the governor 
and magistrates of Rhegium. They desired nothing 
more than to see the Corinthians in possession of 
Sicilv, and apprehended nothing so much as the 
neighbourhood of the barbarians. They summoned 
therefore an assembly, and shut the gates of the city, 
upon pretence of preventing the citizens from going 
abroad, in order that they might devote their atten¬ 
tion solely to the present affair. 

The people being assembled, long speeches were 
made of little or no tendency, every body treating the 
same suhject, and repeating the same reasons, or ad¬ 
ding new ones, only to protract the council, and to 
gain time. Whilst this was doing, nine of the Co¬ 
rinthian galleys went off, and were suffered by the 
Carthaginian vessels to pass, believing that their de¬ 
parture had been concerted with their own officers 
who were in the city, and that those nine galleys 
were to return to Corinth, the tenth remaining to 
carry Timoleon to Icetas’s army at Syracuse. When 
Timoleon was informed in a whisper, that his galleys 
were at sea, he slipped gently through the crowd, 
which, to favour his going off, thronged exceedingly 
around the tribunal. He got to the sea-side, em¬ 
barked directly; and having rejoined his galleys, they 
arrived together at Tauromenium, a eity of Sicily, 
where they were received with open arms by Andro- 
machus, who commanded it, and who joined his citi¬ 
zens with the Corinthian troops, to reinstate the Sici¬ 
lians in their liberties. 

It is easy to comprehend how much the Carthagi¬ 
nians were surprised and ashamed of being so de¬ 
ceived: but, as somebody told them, being Phajui- 
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Clans (who passed for the greatest cheats in the world,) 
fraud and artifice ought not to give them so much 
astonishment and displeasure. 

Upon the news of Timoleon’s arrival, Icetas was 
terrified, and made the greatest part of the Carthagi¬ 
nian galleys advance. They had 150 long ships, 50,- 
000 foot, and 300 armed chariots. The Syracusans 
lost all hope when they saw the Carthaginians in pos¬ 
session of the port, Icetas master of the city, Diony¬ 
sius blocked up in the citadel, and Tirnoieon with¬ 
out any other hold in Sicily than a nook of its coast, 
the small city of Tauromenium, with little hope and 
less force; tor his troops did not amount in all to 
more than 1000 soldiers, and he had scarce provision 
for their subsistence. Besides which, the cities placed 
no confidence in him. The ills they had lately suf¬ 
fered from the extortion and cruelty that had been 
practised amongst them, had exasperated them against 
all commanders of troops, especially after the horrid 
treachery of Callippus and Pharax; who being both 
sent, the one from Athens, and the other from Sparta, 
to free Sicily and expel the tyrants, made them con¬ 
ceive the tyranny gentle and desirable, so severe 
were the vexations with which they had oppressed 
them, Thej* * were afraid of experiencing the same 
treatment from Tirnoieon. 

The inhabitants of Ariranon, a small city below 
mount ./Etna, being divided amongst themselves, one 
party had called in Icetas and the Carthaginians, and 
the other had applied to Tirnoieon. The two chiefs 
arrived almost at the same time in the neighbourhood 
of Adranon; the former ivilh near 5000 men,and the 
other with only 1200. Notwithstanding this inequali¬ 
ty, Tirnoieon, who justly conceived that he should 
find the Carthaginians in disorder, and employed in 
taking up their quarters and pitching their tents, made 
his troops advance, and without losing time to rest 
them, as the oflicers advised him, he marched direct¬ 
ly to charge the enemy, who no sooner saw him than 
they took to flight. This occasioned their killing 
only 300, and taking twice as many prisoners; but the 
Carthaginians lost their camp, and all their baggage. 
The Adranites opened their gates at the same time, 
arid received Tirnoieon. Other cities sent their depu¬ 
ties to him soon after, and made their submission. 

Dionysius himself, w*ho renounced his‘vain hopes, 
and saw himself at the point of being reduced, as full 
of contempt for Icetas, who had suffered himself to 
be so shamefully defeated, as of admiration and esteem 
for Tirnoieon, sent ambassadors to the latter, to treat 
of surrendering himself and the citadel to the Corin¬ 
thians. Tirnoieon, taking advantage of so unexpect¬ 
ed a good fortune, made Euclid and Telemachus, two 
Corinthian oflicers, with 400 soldiers, file oft* into the 
castle, not all at once, nor in the day time, that being 
impossible, the Carthaginians being masters of the 
harbour, but in small bodies, and by stealth. Those 
troops, having got successfully into the citadel, took 
possession of it with all the tyrant's effects, and all 
the stpres he had hid up there. For he had a consi¬ 
derable number of horse, all sorts of warlike engines 
and darts, besides 70,000 suits of armour, which had 
been laid up there long before. Dionysius had also 
2000 regular troops, which with the rest he surren¬ 
dered to Tirnoieon. And for himself, taking with 
him his money and some few of his riends, he embark¬ 
ed unperceived by the troops of Icetas, and repaired 
to the camp of Tirnoieon. 

It was the first time of his life that he had appeared 
in the low and abject state of a private person and a 
suppliant; he who had been born and nurtured in the 
arms of the tyranny, and had seen himself master of 
the most powerful kingdom that ever had been usurp¬ 
ed by tyrants. He had possessed it for ten whole 
years before Dion took arms against him, and for some 
years after that, though always in the midst of war 9 
and battles. He was sent to Corinth with only one 
galley, without convoy, and with ve- 

A. M, 3657. ry little money. He served there for 
Ant. J. C. 347. a eight, every body running to gaze at 
him; some with a secret joy of heart 
to feed their eyes with the view of the miseries of a 
man whom the name of tyrant rendered odious; 
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other? with a kind of compassion, from comparing the 
splendid condition from which lie had fallen, with the 
unfathomable abyss of distress into which they beheld 
him plunged. 

His conduct at Corinth no longer excited any sen¬ 
timents towards him, but those of contempt arid in¬ 
dignation. He passed whole days in the perfumers’ 
shops, in taverns, with courtesans, or with actresses 
and singers, disputing with them upon the rules of 
music and the harmony of airs. Some people have 
thought that he behaved in such a manner through 
policy, not to give umbrage to the Corinthians, nor 
to sutler any thought or desire of recovering his do¬ 
minions to be discovered. But such an opinion does 
him too much honour; and it seems more probable, 
that nurtured and educated as he was in drunkenness 
and debauchery, he only followed his inclination,and 
that he passed his life, in the kind of slavery into which 
he was fallen, as he had done upon the throne, having 
no other resource or consolation in his misfortunes. 

Some writers say, 1 that the extreme poverty to 
w’hich he was reduced at Corinth obliged him to open 
a school there, and to teach children to read ; perhaps, 
says Cicero 2 (w ithout doubt jestingly,) to retain still 
a species of empire, and not absolutely to renounce 
the habit and pleasure of commanding. Whether 
that were his motive or not, 3 it is certain that Diony¬ 
sius, who bad seen himself master of Syracuse, and of 
almost all Sicily, who had possessed immense riches, 
and had had numerous fleets and great armies of 
horse and foot under his command; that the same Di¬ 
onysius, 4 reduced now almost to beggary, and from a 
king become a schoolmaster, was a good lesson for 
persons of exalted stations, warning them not to con¬ 
fide in their grandeur, nor to rely too much upon their 
fortune. This was the admonition which the Lace¬ 
daemonians some time after gave Philip. That prince, 
having written to them in very haughty nnrl mena¬ 
cing terms, 5 they made him no other answer, than Di¬ 
onysius at Corinth. 

An expression of Dionysius, which ha? been pre¬ 
served, seems to argue, if it be true, that he knew 
how to make a goocl use of his adversity, and to turn 
his misfortunes to his advantage; which would be very 
much to his praise, but contrary to what has been re¬ 
lated of him before. Whilst he lived at Corinth, 6 a 
stranger rallied him unseasonably, and with an inde¬ 
cent rudeness, upon the intercourse which he had kept 
up with the philosophers during his most splendid for- 
tuue. and asked him by way of insult, “ Of what ad¬ 
vantage all the wisdom of Plato had been to him?”— 
“ Can you believe then,” replied he, “ that I have re¬ 
ceived no benefit from Plato, when you see me bear 
ill fortune as I do?” 

SF.CTION VI.—' TIMOLEON, AFTER several vic¬ 
tories, RESTORES LIBERTY TO SYRACUSE, WHERE 

HE INSTITUTES WISE LAWS. HE RESIGNS HIS AU¬ 
THORITY, AND PASSES THE REST OF HIS LIFE IN 

RETIREMENT. HIS DEATH. HONOURS PAID TO 

HIS MEMORY. 

After the retreat of Dionysius.? 

Icetas pressed the siege of the citadel A. JVI. 3658. 
of Syracuse with the utmost vigour, Ant. J. C. 346. 
and kept it so closely blocked up, 
that the convoys sent to the Corinthians could not 
enter it without great difficulty. Tirnoieon, w r ho was 
at Catana, threw them in thither frequently. To de¬ 
prive them of this resource, Icetas and IVTago set out 
together with design to besiege that place. During 
their absence, Leon the Corinthian, who commanded 
in the citadel, having observed from the ramparts that 
those who had been left to continue the siege were 
very remiss in their duty, made a sudden furious sal- 


i Cic. Tusc. Qurcsf. 1. iii. n. 07. 

a Dionysius Corinthi pueres docebat, usque adeo imperio 
carere non poterat. 

» Val. Max. 1. vi. 

* Tania mutatione majores natu, nequis minis foitafflB 
crederet, macister ludi faotusex tyrannodocuit, 

* Demet. Plialer. de Elocut. I. viii. 

* Piut. in Timol. p. 243. 

i Ibid. p. 243.—248. Diod. 1. xvi. p. 465. 474. 




HISTORY OF 


460 


]y upon them, whilst they were dispersed, killed part 
of them, putthe rest to flight, and seized the quarter of 
the city called Achradina , which was the strongest 
of it, and that which had been least injured by the 
enemy. Leon fortified it in the best manner the time 
would admit, and joined it to the citadel by works of 
communication. 

This bad news caused Mago and Icetas to return 
immediately. At the same time a body of troops 
from Corinth landed safe in Sicily, having deceived 
the vigilance of the Carthaginian squadron, which 
was posted to intercept them. When they were 
landed, Timoleon received them with joy, and alter 
having taken possession of Messina, marched in battle 
array(against.Syracuse. His army consisted of only 
4000 men. When he approached the city, his first 
care was to send emissaries amongst the soldiers that 
bore arms for Icetas. They represented to them that 
it was highly shameful for Greeks, as they were, to 
endeavour to deliver up Syracuse and all Sicily to the 
Carthaginians, the wickedest and most cruel of all 
barbarians: that Icetas had only to join Timoleon, 
and that in concert with him they would soon over¬ 
whelm the common enemy. Those soldiers, having 
spread these insinuations throughout the whole camp, 
ave Mago violent suspicions of his being betrayed; 
esidts which, he had already for some time sought a 
pretext to retire. Forthese reasons, notwithstanding 
the entreaties and warm remonstrances of Icetas, he 
weighed anchor, and set sail for Africa, shamefully 
abandoning the conquest of Sicily. 

Tiinoleon’s army the next day appeared before the 
place in line of battle, and attacked it in three dif¬ 
ferent quarters with so much vigour and success, that 
Icetas’s troops were universally overthrown and put 
to flight. Thus, by a good fortune that has few 
examples, he carried Syracuse by force in an instant, 
which was at that time one of the strongest cities in 
the world. When he had made himself master of it, 
he did not act like Dion, in sparing the forts and 
public edifices on account of their beauty and mag¬ 
nificence. To avoid giving the same cause ofsuspicion, 
which at first had raised distrust, though without foun¬ 
dation, against that great man, and at length had 
ruined him, he caused proclamation to be made by 
sound of trumpet, that all Syracusans, who would 
come with their tools, might employ themselves in 
demolishing the forts of the tyrants. In consequence 
ot which the Syracusans, considering that proclama¬ 
tion and day as the happy commencement of their 
liberty, ran in multitudes, and not only demolished 
the citadel, but the palaces of the tyrants; breaking 
open their tombs at the same time, which they also 
threw down and destroyed. 

The citadel being razed, and the ground made 
level, Timoleon caused tribunals to be erected upon 
it, for the dispensation of justice in the name of the 
people; that the same place from whence,- under the 
tyrants, every day some bloody edict had issued, 
might become the asylum and bulwark of liherty and 
innocence. 

Timoleon was master of the city; but it wanted 
people to inhabit it: for some having perished in the 
wars and seditions, and others having fled to avoid 
the power of the tyrants, Syracuse was become a 
desert, and the grass was grow n so high in the streets, 
that horses grazed in them. Almost all the cities of 
Sicily were in the same condition. Timoleon and 
the Syracusans therefore found it necessary to write 
to Corinth, to desire that people might be sent from 
Greece to inhabit Syracuse; that otherwise the country 
could never recover itself, especially as it was more¬ 
over threatened with a new war. For they had receiv¬ 
ed advice that Mago having killed himself, the Cartha¬ 
ginians, enraged at his having acquitted himself so ill 
of his commission, had hung up his body upon a cross, 
and were making great levies to return into Sicily with 
a more numerous army at the beginning of the year. 

Those letters being arrived with the ambassadors 
from Syracuse, who conjured the Corinthians to take 
compassion of their city, and to be a second time the 
founders of it; the Corinthians did not consider the 
calamity of that people as an occasion of aggrandizing 


themselves, and of making themselves masters of the 
city, according to the maxims of a base and infamous 
policy; but sending to all the sacred games of Greece, 
and to all public assemblies, they caused proclamation 
to be made in them by heralds, that the Corinthians 
having abolished the tyranny in Syracuse, and expelled 
the tyrants, declared free and independent the Syra¬ 
cusans, and all the people of Sicily, who should return 
into their own country; and exhorted them to repair 
thither, to partake of an equal and just distribution of 
the lands amongst them. At the same time they 
despatched couriers into Asia, and into all the isles, 
whither great numbers of fugitives had retired, to 
invite them to come as soon as possible to Corinth, 
which would provide them vessels, commanders, and 
a safe convoy, to transport them into their country 
at its own expense. 

Upon this proclamation Corinth received universal 
praises and blessings, as it justly deserved. It w 7 as 
every where proclaimed, that Corinth had delivered 
Syracuse from the tyrants, had preserved it from 
falling into the hands of the barbarians, and restored 
it to its citizens. It is not necessary to insist here 
upon the grandeur of so noble and generous an action: 
the mere relation of it must make upon the mind of 
every one that impression that always results from 
what is great and noble; and every hody must own, 
that never conquest or triumph equalled the glory 
which the Corinthians then acquired by so perfect 
and magnanimous a disinterestedness. 

Those who came to Corinth, not being sufficiently 
numerous, demanded an addition of inhabitants from 
that city and from all Greece, to augment this new 
kind of colony. Having obtained their request, and 
finding themselves increased to at least 10,000, they 
embarked for Syracuse, where a multitude of people 
from all ports of Italy and Sicily had already joined 
Timoleon. It is said their number amounted to 
60,000 and upwards. Timoleon distributed the lands 
amongst them gratis; but sold the houses, with 
which he raised a very great sum; leaving to the old 
inhabitants the power of redeeming their own; and 
by this means lie collected a considerable fund for 
such of the people as were poor, and unable to sup¬ 
port either their own necessities or the charges of 
the war. 

The statues of the tyrants, and of all the princes 
who had governed Sicily were put up to sale; but 
first they w ere cited to trial, and regularly proceeded 
against in due form of law. One alone escaped the 
rigour of this inquiry, and w T as preserved; which was 
that of Gelon, who had gained a celebrated victory 
over the Carthaginians near Himera, and had governed 
the people wfith lenity and justice; for which his 
memory was still cherished and honoured. If all 
statues were made to undergo the same scrutiny, I do 
not know whether many would continue in being. 

History has preserved another sentence passed also 
in regard io a statue, 1 but of a very different kind. 
The fact is curious, and will excuse the digression. 
Nicon,a champion of Thasos, 2 had been crowned 1400 
times victor in the solemn games of Greece. A man 
of such merit could not fail of being envied. After 
his death, one of his competitors insulted his statue, 
and gave it several blows; to revenge, perhaps, those 
he had formerly received from him it represented. 
But the statue, as if sensible of that outrage, fell from 
its height upon the person that insulted it, and killed 
him. The son of him who had been crushed to death 
roceeded juridically against the statue, as guilty of 
omicide, and punishable by the law of Draco. That 
famous legislator of Athens, to inspire a greater 
horror for the guilt of murder, had ordained that 
even inanimate things should be destroyed, whose 
fall should occasion the death of a man. The Tha- 
sians, conformably to this law, decreed that the statue 
should be thrown into the sea. But some years after, 
being afflicted with a great famine, and having con¬ 
sulted the oracle of Delphi, they caused it to be taken 
out of the sea, and rendered new honours to it. 


* Suidas in Hlxov. Pausan. 1. 6. p. 364 

* An island in the JEgean sea. 
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Syracuse bein'* thus raised in a manner from the 
grave, and people flocking- from all parts to inhabit 
it, Timoleon, desirous of freeing the other cities of 
Sicily, and of finally extirpating tyranny and tyrants 
out of it, began his march with his army. He eom- 
pelled Icetas to renounce his alliance with the Cartha¬ 
ginians, obliged him to demolish his forts, and to live 
as a private person in the city of the Leontines. 
Leptiucs, tyrant of Apollonia and of several other 
cities and fortresses, seeing himself in danger of being 
taken by force, surrendered himself. Timoleon 
spared his life, aad sent him to Corinth. For he 
thought nothing more great and honourable, than to 
let all Greece see the tyrants of Sicily in a state of 
humiliation and living like exiles. 

He returned afterwards to Syracuse, to regulate 
the government, and to institute such laws as should 
be most important and necessary, in conjunction with 
Cephalus aad Dionysius, two legislators sent to him 
by the Corinthians; for he had .not the weakness to 
desire unlimited power, and the sole administration. 
But on his departure, that the troops in his pay might 
get something for themselves, and to keep them in 
exercise at the same time, he sent them, under the 
command of Dinarchus and Demaratns, into all the 
places subject to the Carthaginians. Those troops 
brought over several cities from the barbarians, lived 
always in abundance, made much booty, and returned 
with considerable sums of money, which was of great 
service in the support of the war. 

About this time, 1 the Carthaginians arrived at Lily- 
bceuin, under Asdrubal and Amilcar, with an army of 
70,000 men, 200 ships of war, and 1000 transports, 
laden with machines, armed chariots, horses, amu- 
nition, and provisions. They proposed no less than 
the entire expulsion of the Greeks out of Sicily. 
Timoleon did not think fit to wait their advancing; 
and though he could raise only 6 or 7000 men, so 
great was the people’s terror, he marched with that 
small body of troops against the formidable army of 
the enemy, and obtained a celebrated victory near 
the river Crimesus; an account of which may be 
found in the history of the Carthaginians. Timoleon 
returned to Syracuse amidst shouts of joy and uni¬ 
versal applauses. 

He had before effected the conquest and reduction 
of the Sicilian tyrants, but had not changed them, 
nor taken from- them their tyrannical disposition. 
They united together, and formed a powerful league 
against him. Timoleon immediately took the field, 
and soon put a final end to their hopes. He made 
them all suffer the just punishment their revolt de¬ 
served. Icetas, amongst others, with his son, were 
put to death as tyrants and traitors. His wife and 
daughters, having been sent to Syracuse and brought 
before the assembly of the people, were also sentenced 
to die, and executed accordingly. The people, with¬ 
out doubt, designed to avenge Dion, their first de¬ 
liverer, by that decree. For it was the same Icetas 
who had caused Arete, Dion’s wife, his sister Aristo- 
mache, and bi3 son an iufant, to be thrown into 
the sea. 

Virtue is seldom or never without those who envy 
it. Two accusers summoned Timoleon to answer for 
his conduct before the judges; and having assigned 
him a certain dav for hi3 appearance, demanded 
sureties of him. The people expressed great indig¬ 
nation against such a proceeding, and would have 
dispensed with so great a man’s observing the usual 
formalities; this, however, he strongly opposed, 
giving for his reason, that all he had undertaken had 
no other principle, than that the* law3 might have 
their due course. He was accused of malversation 
during his command of the army. Timoleon, without 
giving himself the trouble to refute those calumnies, 
only replied: “That he thanked the gods, for that 
they had heard his prayers, and that he at length 
saw the Syracusans enjoy an entire liberty of saying 
every thing; a liberty absolutely unknown to them 
under the tyrants, but which it was just to confine 
within due bounds.” 

That great man had given Syracuse wise laws, had 
’ Upiut. in Timol p. 248. 255! 


467 

purged all Sicily of the tyrants which had so long 
infested it, had re-established peace and security 
universally, and supplied the cities ruined by the war 
with the means of re-instating themselves. After 
such glorious actions, which had acquired him an 
unbounded credit, he voluntarily quitted his authority 
to live in retirement. The Syracusans had given him 
the best house in the city, in gratitude for his great 
services, and another very fine and agreeable one in 
the country, where he generally resided with his wife 
and children, whom he had sent for from Corinth; 
for he did not return thither, and Syracuse was be¬ 
come his country. He had the prudence byresigning 
every thing to shelter himself also entirely from envy, 
which never fails to attend exalted stations, and pays 
no respect to merit, however great and substantial. 
He shunned the rock on which the greatest men, 
through an insatiate lust of honours and power, are 
often shipwrecked; that is, by engaging to the end 
of their lives in new cares and troubles, of which age 
renders them incapable, and by choosing rather to 
sink under, than to lay down, the weight of them. 2 

Timoleon, who knew all the value of 3 a noble and 
glorious leisure, acted in a different manner. He 
passed the rest of his life as a private person, enjoy¬ 
ing the grateful satisfaction of seeing so many cities, 
and such a numerous people, indebted to him for 
their happiness and tranquillity. But he was always 
respected, and consulted as the common oracle of 
Sicilv. Neither treaty of peace, institution of law, 
division of land, nor regulation of government, 
seemed well done, if Timoleon had not been con¬ 
sulted, and put the last hand to it. 

His age was tried with a very sensible affliction, 
which he supported with astonishing patience; it 
was the loss of sight. That accident, far from lessen¬ 
ing the consideration and regard of the people towards 
him, served only to augment them. The Syracusans 
did not content themselves with paying him frequent 
visits, they conducted all strangers, both in town and 
country, to see their benefactor and deliverer. When 
they had any important affair to deliberate upon 
in the assembly of the people, they called him in to 
their assistance; he came thither in a chariot drawn 
by two horses, went through the public square to the 
theatre; and in that manner was introduced into the 
assembly, amidst the shouts and acclamations of joy 
of the whole people. After he had given his opinion, 
which was always religiously observed, his domestics 
re-conducted him across the theatre, and he was 
escorted by all the citizens beyond the gates, with 
continual shouts of joy and clapping of hands. 

He had still greater honours paid to him after his 
death. Nothing was wanting that could add to the 
magnificence ot the procession which followed his 
bier, of which the noblest ornaments were the tears 
that were shed, and the blessings uttered by every 
body in honour of his memory. Those tears were 
neither the effect of custom and the formality of 
mourning, nor exacted by a public decree, but flowed 
from a native source, and sprung from sincere affec¬ 
tion, lively gratitude, and inconsolable sorrow. A 
law was also made, that, annually, for the future, 
upon the day of his death, musical and gymnastic 
james should be celebrated, and horse-races run in 
lonour of him. But what was still more honourable 
for the memory of that great man, was the decree of 
the Syracusan people; that whenever Sicily should, 
be engaged in a war with foreigners, they should 
send to Corinth for a general. 

I do not know that we discover in history any 
thing more great and accomplished than what we are 
told of Timoleon. I speak not only of his military 
exploits and the happy success of all bis undertakings. 
Plutarch observes a characteristic in them, which 
distinguishes Timoleon from all the great men of his 
times; and he makes use, upon that occasion, of a 
very remarkable comparison. There are, says he, in 
painting and poetry, pieces which are excellent in 
themselves, and which at the first view mar be known 
to be the works of a master; but some of tnem denote 

a Malunt deficere, quarn desiaere. Q.uintil , 
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their having cost abundance of pains and application; 
whereas in others, an easy and native grace is seen, 
which adds exceedingly to their value; and amongst 
the latter he places tne poems of Homer, Something 
of this sort occurs, he goes on, when we compare the 
great actions of Epaminondas and Agesilaus with 
those of Tirnoleon. In the former, we find them 
executed with force and innumerable difficulties; but 
in the latter there is an easiness and facility, which 
distinguishes them as the work, not of fortune, but of 
virtue, which fortune seems to have taken pleasure 
in seconding. It is Plutarch who still speaks. 

But not fo mention the military actions of Timo- 
leon, what I admire most in him, is his warm and 
disinterested passion for the public good, reserving 
for himself only the pleasure of seeing others happy 
by his services; his extreme remoteness from ambi¬ 
tion and haughtiness; his honourable retirement into 
the country; his modesty, moderation, and indif¬ 
ference for the honours paid him; and, what is still 
more uncommon, his aversion for all flattery, and 
even just praises. When somebody extolled, in his 
presence, his wisdom, valour, and the glory he had 
acquired in having expelled the tyrants, he made no 
answer, but that he thought himself obliged to express 
his gratitude to the gods, in that, having decreed to 
restore peace and liberty to Sicily, they had vouch¬ 
safed to make choice of him iu preference to all others 
for so honourable an office: for he was fully persua¬ 
ded, that all human events are guided and disposed by 


the secret decrees of Divine Providence. 1 What a 
treasure, what a happiness for a state, js such a 
minister! 

For the better understanding his value, we have 
only to compare the condition of Syracuse under 
Tirnoleon, with its state under the two Dionysiuses. 
It is the same city, the same inhabitants,and the same 
people: but what a difference do we perceive under 
the different governments we speak of! The two 
tyrants had no thoughts but of making themselves 
feared, and of depressing their subjects to render 
them more submissive. They were in fact dreaded, 
as they desired to be, but at the same time detested 
and abhorred, and had more to fear from their sub¬ 
jects, than their subjects from them. Tirnoleon, on 
the contrary, who looked upon himself as the father 
of the Syracusan people, and who had no thoughts 
but of making them happy, enjoyed the refined 
pleasure of being beloved aud revered as a parent by 
nis children: and he was remembered amongst them 
with blessings, because they could not reflect upon 
the peace and felicity they enjoyed, without calling 
to mind, at the same time, the wise legislator 10 
whom they were indebted for those inestimable 
blessings. 

1 Cum suas laudes audiret praedicari, nunquam aliud dixit, 
quamse inea re maximas diis gratias agero et habere, quod 
rum Sicilian! rerreare consiituissent, turn ec potissimum 

duccm esse voluissent. Nihil enim rerum humanarum sine 

deorum numine agi putabat. Cor. Nep. in T^inol. c. iv 
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CHAPTER I. 

SECTION I.— STATE OF GREECE FROM THE TIME OF 
THE TREATY OF ANTALCIDAS. THE LACEDAEMONI¬ 
ANS DECLARE WAR AGAINST THE CITY OF CLYN- 
TIIUS. THEY SEIZE BY FRAUD AND VIOLENCE 
UPON THE CITY OF THEEES. OLYNTHUS SUR¬ 
RENDERS. 

THE peace of Antalcidas, 1 of which mention has 
been made in the third chapter of 
A. M. 3617. the ninth book, had plentifully scat- 
Ant. J, C. 387. tered among the Grecian states the 
seeds of discontent and division. In 
consequence of that treaty, the Thebaps had been 
obliged to abandon the cities of Bceotia, and suffer 
them to enjoy their liberty; and the Corinthians to 
withdraw their garrison from Argos, which by that 
means became free and independent. The Lacedae¬ 
monians, who were the authors and executors of this 
treaty, saw their power extremely augmented by it, 
and strove to make farther additions to it. They 
compelled the Mantinaeans, against whom they pre¬ 
tended to have many causes of complaint in the last 
war, to demolish the walls of their city, and to inhabit 
four different places, as they had done before. 

* Xenoph. Hist. Graec. 1. v. p. 550. 553. 


The two kings of Sparta, 2 Agesipolis and Agesi- 
laus, were of quite different characters, and enter¬ 
tained equally different opinions upon the present state 
of affairs. The first, who was naturally inclined to 
peace and a strict observer of justice, was anxious 
that Sparta, who was already much exclaimed against 
for the treaty of Antalcidas, should suffer the Grecian 
cities to enjoy their liberties, according to the tenor 
of that treaty, and not disturb their tranquillity 
through an unjust desire of extending her dominions. 
The other, on the contrary, restless, active, and full 
of great views of ambition and conquest, breathed 
nothing but war. 

At the same time, deputies arrived at 
Sparta from Acanthus and Apollonia, A. M. 3621. 
two very considerable cities of Mace- Ant. J.C. 383. 
donia, on the subject of Olynthus, a 
city of Thrace, inhabited by Greeks, originally from 
Chalcis in Euboea. Athens, 3 after the victories of 
Salamis and Marathon, had conquered many places on 
the side of Thrace, and even in Thrace itself. Those 
cities threw off the yoke as soon as Sparta, at the con¬ 
clusion of the Peloponnesian war, bad ruined the 
power of Athens. Olynthus was of this number. 
The deputies of Acanthus and Apolloni a represented 

a Diod. 1. xv. p 34JL s Diodi lVxv. p. 554. 556.^ 
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in the general assembly of the allies, that Olynthus, 
situate in their neighbourhood, daily improved in 
strength in an extraordinary manner; that it perpe¬ 
tually extended its dominions by new conquests; that 
it obliged all the cities round about to submit to it, 
und to enter into its measures; and was upon the 
point of concluding an alliance with the Athenians 
and the Thebans. The affair being taken into con¬ 
sideration, it was unanimously resolved that it was 
necessary to declare war against the Olynthians. It 
was agreed that the allied cities should* * * furnish 10,- 
000 troops, with liberty to such as desired it, to sub¬ 
stitute money, at the rate of three oboli a day for each 
foot soldier,* and four times as much for the horse. 
The Lacedaemonians, to lose no time, made their 
troops march directly, under the command of Euda- 
midas, wiio prevailed with the Ephori, that Phcehidas, 
his brother, might have the leading of those which 
were to follow, and to join him soon after. When 
he. arrived in that part of Macedonia which is also 
called Thrace, he garrisoned such places as applied 
to him for that purpose, seized upon Potida?a, a city in 
alliance with the Olynthians, which surrendered with¬ 
out making any defence; and began the war against 
Olynthus, though slowly, as was incumbent upon a 
general whose troops were not all assembled. 

Phoebidas began his march soon af- 

A. M. 3622. ter, 2 and being arrived near Thebes, 
Ant. J. C.382. encamped without the walls, near the 
Gj'mnasium or public place of exer¬ 
cise. Ismenius and Leontides, both polemarchs, that 
i3, generals of the army, and supreme magistrates of 
Thebes, were at the head of two different factions. 
The first, who bad engaged Pelopidas on his side, 
was no friend to the Lacedaemonians, nor they to him; 
because he publicly declared for popular govern¬ 
ment and liberty. The other on the contrary, fa¬ 
voured an oligarchy, and was supported by the Lace¬ 
daemonians with their whole interest. I am obliged 
to enter into this detail, because the event I am going 
to relate, and which was a consequence of it, was the 
occasion of the important war between the Thebans 
and the Lacedaemonians. 

This being the state of affairs at Thebes, Leontide3 
applied to Pnoebidas, and proposed to him to seize 
the citadel called Cadmaea, to expel the adherents 
of Ismenius, and to give the Lacedaemonians posses¬ 
ion of it. He represented to him, that nothing could 
be more glorious tor him than to make himself master 
of Thebes, whilst his brother was endeavouring to re¬ 
duce Olynthus; that he would thereby facilitate the 
success of his brother’s enterprise; and that the The¬ 
bans, who had prohibited their citizens by decree to 
bear arms against the Olynthians, would not fail, upon 
his making himself master of the citadel, io supply 
him with whatever number of horse and foot he should 
think proper, for the reinforcement of Eudamidas. 

Phoebidas, who had much ambition and little pru¬ 
dence, and who sought only for an opportunity of 
signalizing himself by some extraordinary action, 
without examining the consequences, suffered himself 
to be easily persuaded. Whilst the Thebans, in en¬ 
tire security and full reliance on the treaty of peace 
lately concluded by the Grecian states, were cele¬ 
brating the feasts of Ceres, and expected nothing less 
than such an act of hostility, Phoebidas, conducted 
by Leontides, took possession of the citadel. The 
senate was then sitting. Leontides went to them, 
and declared, that there was nothing to be feared 
from the Lacedaemonians who had just entered the 
citadel; that they were only the enemies of those 
who wished to disturb the public tranquillity; that as 
for himself, by the power his office of polemarch gave 
him, of confining whoever caballed against the state, 
he should put Ismeniu3 into a place of security, who 
factiously endeavoured to break the peace. He was 
seized accordingly, and carried to the citadel. The 
party of Ismemu3, seeing their chief a prisoner, and 
apprehending the utmost violence for themselves, 


i Five-pence 

* Xenoph. p. 556—558. Pint, in Agesil. p. 608, 609. Id. 
in Pelup. p. 2S0. Diod.!. xv. p. 341, 342. 
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quitted the city with precipitation, and retired to 
Athens, to the number of 400 and upwards. They 
were soon after banished by a public decree. Pelo¬ 
pidas was of the number; but Epaminondas remained 
at Thebes unmolested, being disregarded, as a man 
entirely devoted to the study of philosophy, who did 
not intermeddle in affairs of state; and also on ac¬ 
count of his poverty, which left no room to fear any 
thing from him. A new polemarch was nominated 
in the room of Ismenius, and Leontides went to La¬ 
cedaemon. 

The news of Phoebidas ’3 enterprise, who at a time 
of general peace had taken possession of a cidadel by 
force, upon which he had no claim nor right, had oc¬ 
casioned great murmurings and complaints. Such 
especially as opposed Agesilaus, who was suspected 
of having shared in the scheme, demanded by whose 
orders Phoebidas had committed so strange a breach 
of public faith. Agesilaus, who well knew that those 
w r arm reproaches were aimed at him, made no diffi¬ 
culty of justifying Phoebidas, and declaring openly, 
and before all the world, “ That the action ought to be 
considered in itself, in order to understand whether 
it were useful or not; that whatever was expedient for 
Sparta, he was not only permitted, but commanded 
to act, upon his own authority, and without waiting 
the orders of any body:” strange principles to be ad¬ 
vanced by a person who upon other occasions had 
maintained, “That justice was the first of all virtues; 
and that without it, valour itself, and every other 
great quality, were useless and unavailing.” It is the 
same man that made answer, when somebody in his 
presence magnified the king of Persia’s grandeur; 
“He, whom you call the great king, in what is he 
greater than I, unless he be more just ?” a truly no¬ 
ble and admirable maxim, That JUSTICE MUST BE 
THE RULE OF WHATEVER IS EXCELLENT AND 
Great! but a maxim that he had only in his mouth, 
and which all his actions contradicted; conformably 
to the principle of the generality of politicians, who 
imagine that a statesman ought always to have jus¬ 
tice in his mouth, but should never lose an occasion 
of violating it for the advantage of his country. 

But let us now hear the sentence which the august 
assembly of Sparta, so renowned for the wisdom of 
its counsels and the equity of its decrees, is about to 
pronounce. The affair being maturely considered, 
the arguments discussed at large, and set in their full 
light, the assembly resolved, that Phoebidas should be 
deprived of his command,and fined 100,000 drachmas; 3 
but that they should continue to hold the citadel, and 
keep a strong garrison in it. What a strange contra 
diction was tins! says Polybius; 4 what a disregard ot 
all justice and reason! to punish the criminal, and ap¬ 
prove the crime; and not only to approve the crime 
tacitly, and without having any share in it, but to ra¬ 
tify it by public authority, and continue it in the 
name of the state, in order to reap the advantages 
arising from it. But this was not all: commissioners, 
appointed by all the cities in alliauce with Sparta, were 
despatched to the citadel of Thebes, to try Ismenius, 
upon whom they passed sentence of death, which was 
immediately executed. Such flagrant injustice sel¬ 
dom remains unpunished. To act in such a manner, 
says Polybius again, is neither for one’s country’s in¬ 
terest, nor one’s own. 

Teleutias, 3 Agesilaus’s hrotlier, had been substi¬ 
tuted in the place of Phoebidas to command the rest 
of the troops of the allies designed against Olynthus; 
whither he marched with all expedition. The city 
was strong, and furnished with every thing necessary 
to a good defence. Several sallies were made with 
great success, in one of which Teleutias was killed. 
The next year king Agesipolis had the command of 
the army. The campaigu passed in skirmishing, 
without any thing decisive. Agcsipolis died soon af¬ 
ter of a disease, and was succeeded by Iiis brother Cle- 
ombrotus, who reigned nine years. 

Ahout that time began the hundredth A. M. 3624. 
Olympiad. Sparta made fresh efforts Ant. J. C.380 


3 About 22.000J. sterling. 4 Lib. iv. p. 296. 

s Xenoph. I. v. p. 559—5G5. Diod. 1. xv. 342, 343. 
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to terminate the war with the Olynthians. Polybi- 
das their general, pressed the siege with vigour. The 
place being in want of provisions was at last obliged 
to surrender, and was received by the Spartans into 
the number of their allies, 

SECTION II.— SPARTA’S PROSPERITY. CHARAC¬ 
TER OF TWO ILLUSTRIOUS THEBANS, EPAMINON¬ 
DAS AND PELOPIDAS. THE LATTER FORMS THE 

DESIGN OF RESTORING THE LIBERTY OF HIS 

COUNTRY. CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE TYRANTS 

WISELY CONDUCTED, AND HAPPILY EXECUTED. 

THE CITADEL IS RETAKEN. 

The fortune of the Lncedremonians never appeared 
with greater splendour, 1 nor their power more strong¬ 
ly established. All Greece was subjected to them, 
either by force or alliance. They were in possession 
of Thebes, a most powerful city, and with that of all 
Boeotia. They had found means to humble Argos, and 
to hold it in dependance. Corinth was entirely at 
their devotion and obeyed theirorders in every thing. 
The Athenians, abandoned by their allies, and re¬ 
duced almost to their own strength, were in no con¬ 
dition to make head against them. If any city or peo¬ 
ple in theiralliance attempted to withdraw' themselves 
from their power, an immediate punishment reduced 
them to their former obedience, and terrified all others 
from following their example. Thus, masters by sea 
and land, all trembled before them; and the most for¬ 
midable princes, as the king of Persia and the tyrant 
of Syracuse, seemed to emulate each other in court¬ 
ing their friendship nnd alliance. 

A prosperity founded in injustice can be of no long 
duration. The blow that was to shake the Spartan 
power, came from the very quarter where they ex¬ 
ercised the most unjust violence, and from whence 
they did not seem to have any thing to fear; that is 
to say, from Thebes. Two illustriouscitizens of that 
state will make a glorious appearance upon the thea¬ 
tre of Greece, and for that reason deserve our notice 
i:i this place. 

These are Pelopidas and Epaminondas, 2 both de- 
sesnded from the noblest families of Thebes. Pelo¬ 
pidas, nurtured in the greatest affluence, and having 
become, whilst young, sole heir of a very rich and 
flourishing family, employed his wealth, from the first 
possession of it, in the re lief of such as had occasion 
for it and merited his favour; showing in that wise 
use of his riches, that he was really their master, and 
not their slave. For according to Aristotle’s remark, 
repeated by Plutarch, 3 * most men make no use at all 
of their fortunes out of avarice, or abuse them in bad 
or trifling expenses. As for Epaminondas, poverty 
was all his inheritance, in which his honour, and one 
might almost say, his joy and delight, consisted. He 
was born of poor parents, and consequently familiar¬ 
ized from his infancy with poverty, which he made 
more grateful and easy to him by his taste for philo- 
soph}\ Pelopidas who supported a great number of 
citizens, never having been able to prevail on him to 
accept his offers and to make use of his fortune, re¬ 
solved to share in the poverty of his friend by making 
him his example, and became the model as well as ad¬ 
miration of the whole city, from the modesty of his 
dress and the frugality of his table. 

If Epaminondas was poor with respect to the goods 
of fortune,4 he was amply recompensed in those of the 
head and heart: modest, prudeut, grave, skilful in ta¬ 
king advantage of favourable opportunities, possessing 
in a supreme degree the science of war, equally va¬ 
liant and wise, easy and complaisant in his intercourse 
with the world, suffering with incredible patience the 
ill treatment of the people, and even of his friends, 
uuiting with his ardour for military exercises a won¬ 
derful taste for study and the sciences, piquing him¬ 
self especially so much upon truth and sincerity, that 
he made a scruple of telling a lie even in jest or for 
diversion. Aded veriiatis ailigens,ut tiejoco quidem 
mentiretur. 

* Xenoph. p. 565. Diod. p. 334. 

* 1’lut. in Pelop. n. 279. 

3 T ll v 770 XXCk, of (*\v Ow tZ ttKovtui Slit, pr/.go. 

\:-ylxv ) ct As »%£tvurxi St 7 v.erwrixv, 

* Corn. Ncp. in Epam. e. Hi. 


They were both equally inclined to virtue. 5 But 
Pelopidas was best pleased with the exercises of the 
body, and Epaminondas with the cultivation of the 
mind. For which reason, they employed their leisure, 
the one in the palaestra and tne chase, and the other in 
conversation and the study of philosophy. 

But what persons of sense and judgment must prin¬ 
cipally admire in them, and which is rarely found 
amongst those of their high rank, is the perfect union 
and friendship that always subsisted between them, 
during the whole time they were employed together 
in the administration of the public affairs, whether in 
war or peace. If we examine the government of Ari¬ 
stides and Themistocles, that of Cimon and Pericles, • 
of Is icias and Alcibiades, we shall find them full of 
trouble, dissension and debate. The two friends we 
speak of held the first offices in the state; all great af¬ 
fairs passed through their hands; every thing was con¬ 
fided to their care and authority. In such delicate 
conjunctures, what occasions of pique and jealousy 
generally arise! But neither difference of sentiment, 
diversity of interest, nor the least emotion of envy, 
ever altered their union and good ui derstanding. The 
reason of which was, their being founded upon an un¬ 
alterable principle, that is upon virtue; wnich in all 
other actions, says Plutarch, occasioned their having 
neither glory nor riches, those fatal sources of strife 
and division, in view, but solely the public good, and 
made them desire, not the advancement or honour of 
their own families, Hut to render their country more 
powerful and flourishing. Such were the t^yo illus¬ 
trious men who are about to make their appearance, 
and to give a new face to the affairs of Creece,by the 
great events in which they will have a principal share. 

Leontides being apprised that the 
exiles had retired to Athens, 6 where A. M. 3626 
they had been well received hy the Ant. J. C. 378. 
people, and much respected by all 
people of worth and honour, laid a plot for secretly 
cutting them off, by means of certain unknown peisons, 
whom he sent thither to assassinate the most consi¬ 
derable of them. Only Androclides was killed, and 
Leontides failed in his designs against all the rest. 

At the same time, the Athenians received letters 
from Sparta, to prohibit their receiving or assisting 
the exiles, and with orders to expel them their city, 
as persons declared to be the common enemies of 
Greece by all the allies. Humanity, a virtue peculiar 
and natural to the Athenians, made them reject so in¬ 
famous a proposal with horror. They were transport¬ 
ed with the opportunity of expressing their gratitude 
to the Thebans for a previous obligation of the same 
nature. For the Thebans had contributed the most 
to the re-establishment of the popular government at 
Athens, having declared in their favour by a public 
decree, contrary to the prohibition of Sparta; and it 
was from Thebes, that Thrasybulus had set out to de* 
liver Athens from the tyranny of the Thirty. 

Pelopidas, though at that time very young, weijt to 
all the exiles one after another, of whom Melon was 
the most considerable. He represented to them, 
“That it was neither becoming nor just to content 
themselves with having saved their own lives, and 
to look with indifference upon ’their country, en« 
slaved and miserable; that whatever good-will the 
people of Athens might express for them, it was not 
fit that they should suffer their fate to depend upon 
the decrees of a people, which their natural incon¬ 
stancy, or the malignity of the orators that turned them 
any way at will, might soon alter: that it was necessa¬ 
ry to hazard every thing, after the example of Thrasy¬ 
bulus, and to set before themselves his intrepid va¬ 
lour, and generous fortitude as a model; (hat as he 
set out fr<7m Thebes to suppress and destroy the ty¬ 
rants of Athens, so the}' ought to go from Athens tc 
restore to Thebes its ancient liberty.” 

This discourse made all the impression upon the 
exiles that could be expected. They sent privately 
to inform their friends at Thebes of their resolution . 

* Plut. in Pelop. p. 279. 

9 Xmioph. Hist. Gr. 1. v. p. 5C6—5G8. Plut. in Pelop. p. 
280—284. In. de Soerat. Gen. p. 580—588. et 594—598. 
Diod. 1. xv. p. 344—34C. Cor. Nep. in Pelop. c. i—iv. 
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who extremely approved their design. Charon, one 
of the principal persons in the city, ottered to receive 
the conspirators into his house. Philidas found means 
to get himself made secretary to Archias and Philip, 
who were then polemarchs or supreme magistrates 
of the city. As for Epaminondas, he had tor some 
time diligently endeavoured to inspire the younger 
Thebans by his discourse with a passionate desire to 
throw oft' the Spartan yoke. He was ignorant of no¬ 
thing that had been projected, 1 but he believed that 
he ought not to have any share in it, because, as he 
said, he could not resolve to imbrue his hands in the 
blood of his countrymen; foreseeing that his friends 
would not keep within the due bounds of the enter¬ 
prise, however lawful in itself, and that the tyrants 
would not perish alone; and convinced besides, that 
a citizen, who should not appear to have taken either 
side, would have it in his power to make a more pow¬ 
erful impression upon the minds of the people. 

The day for the execution of the project being 
fixed, the exiles thought proper that fherenicus, 
having assembled all the conpsirators, should stop at 
Thriasium, a little town not far from Thebes, and 
that a small number of the youngest of them should 
venture into the city. Twelve persons of the best 
families of Thebes, all united by a strict and faithful 
r nend$hip with each other, though competitors for 
glory ana honour, offered themselves for this bold 
enterprise. Pelopidas was of this number. After 
having embraced their companions, and despatched a 
messenger to Charon, to give him notice of their co¬ 
ming, they set out dressed in mean habits, carrying 
hounds with them, and poles in their hands for pitch¬ 
ing of tents; that such as they met on the way might 
have no suspicion of them, and take them only for 
hunters that had wandered after their game. 

Their messenger being arrived at Thebes, and ha¬ 
ving informed Charon that they were set out, the 
approach of danger did not alter his sentiments; and 
as he wanted neither courage nor honour, he pre¬ 
pared his house for their reception. 

One of the conspirators, wno was not a bad man, 
who even loved his country, and would have served 
the exiles with all his power, but had neither the re¬ 
solution nor constancy necessary for such an enter¬ 
prise, and could think of nothing but the difficulties 
and obstacles that presented themselves in crowds to 
his imagination, appalled with the prospect of dan¬ 
ger, retired to his house without saying any thing, 
and despatched one of his friends to Melon and Pelo¬ 
pidas, to desire them to defer their enterprise, and 
return to Athens, there to await a more favourable 
opportunity. Happily, that friend, not finding his 
horse’s bridle, and losing a great deal of time in quar¬ 
reling with his wife, was prevented from going. 

Pelopidas and his companions, disguised like pea¬ 
sants, having separated from each other, entered the 
city at different gates towards the close of day. As 
it was then early in the winter, the north wind blew, 
and the snow tell; which served the better to con¬ 
ceal them, every body keeping within doors on ac¬ 
count of the cold weather; which gave them like¬ 
wise a pretext for covering their faces. Some who 
were in the secret, received and conducted them to 
Charon’s house; where, of exiles and others, their 
whole number amounted to forty-eight. 

Philidas, secretary to the Bceotarcbs, 2 who was in 
the plot, had some time before invited Archias and his 
companions to supper on that very da}', promising them 
an exquisite repast, and the company of some of the 
finest women in the city. The guests being met at the 
appointed time, they sat down to table. They had 
circulated the glass, and were almost drunk, when it 
was whispered about, but not known where the report 
began, that the exiles were in the city. Philidas, 
without showing any concern, did his utmost to change 
the discourse. Archias, however, sent one of his 
officers to Charon, with orders to come to him im- 


* Plut.de Gen. Sacrat. p. 504. 

» The magistrates and generals who were charged with 
the government of Thebes, were called Bceotarchs, that is to 
say commanders or governors of Bccotia. 


mediately. It was now late, and Pelopidas and the 
conspirators were preparing to set out, and had put 
on their armour and swords, when, on a sudden, they 
heard a knocking at the door. Somebody went to it, 
and being told by the officer, that he was come from 
the magistrates with orders for Charon to attend 
them immediately, he ran to him half out of his wits 
to acquaint him with that terrible message. They 
all concluded that the conspiracy was discovered, and 
believed themselves lost, before it would be possible 
to execute any thing worthy their cause and valour. 
However, they were all of opinion that Charon should 
obey the order, and present himself before the magis¬ 
trates with an air of assurance, as void of fear, and 
unconscious of offence. 

Charon was a man of intrepid courage in dangers 
which threatened only himself: but at that time, 
terrified for his friends, and apprehending also that 
he should be suspected of some treachery, if so many 
brave citizens, whom he had received into his house, 
should be destroyed, he went to his wife’s apartment, 
and fetched his only son of fifteen years old at most, 
who in beauty and strength excelled all the youths 
of his age, and put him into the hands of Pelopidas, 
saying at the same time, “ If you discover that 1 have 
betrayed you, and have been guilty of treachery 
upon this occasion, revenge yourselves on me in this 
my only son, whom, dear as he is to me, I abandon 
to you, and let him fall a victim without mercy to 
his father’s perfidy.” 

These expressions wounded them to the heart; but 
what gave them the most sensible pain was his imagi¬ 
ning that there was any one amongst them so mean 
and ungrateful as to form to himself the least suspi¬ 
cion in regard to him. They conjured him unani¬ 
mously, not to leave his son with them, but to put him 
into some place of safety; that his friends and coun¬ 
try might not want an avenger, if he should not be so 
fortunate as to escape the tyrants. “ No,” replied the 
father, “ he shall stay with you, and share your fate. 
If he must perish, what nobler end can he make, than 
to perish with his father and best friends? For you, 
iny son, exert yourself beyond your years, and show 
a courage worthy of }'ou and me. You see here the 
most excellent of the Thebans. Make under such 
masters a noble essay of glory, and learn to fight; or, 
if it must be so, to die, like them, for liberty. For 
the rest, I am not without hopes, fori believe "that the 
justice of our cause will draw down the favour and 
protection of the gods upon us.” He concluded with 
a prayer for them, and after embracing the conspira¬ 
tors, went out. 

He took pains on his way to recover himself, and to 
compose his looks and voice, that he might not appear 
under any concern. When he came to the door of the 
house where the feast was kept, Archias and Philidas 
came out to him, and asked the meaning of a report, 
that disaffected people were arrived in the city, and 
were concealed in some house. He seemed astonish¬ 
ed; and finding by their answers to his questions, 
that they had no precise information on the subject, 
he assumed a bolder tone, and said, “ It is very like¬ 
ly the report you speak of is only a false alarm, in¬ 
tended to interrupt ) T our mirth; however, as it ought 
not to be neglected, I’ll go immediately, and make 
the strictest inquiry possible into it.” Philidas praised 
his prudence and zeal; and carrying Archias back 
into the company, again engaged him in the debauch, 
and continued the entertainment, by keeping the 
guests in perpetual expectation of the women he had 
promised them. 

Charon, on his return home, found his friends all 
prepared, not to conquer, nor to save their lives, but 
to die gloriously, and to sell themselves as dear as 
they could. The serenity and joy of his looks ex¬ 
plained beforehand, that they had nothing to fear, 
lie repeated all that had passed; after which they had 
no thoughts but of putting into instant execution a 
design, to which the least delay might occasion a 
thousand obstacles. 

In fact, at that very instant happened a second 
storm, far more violent and more dangerous than the 
first, and which seemed as if it could not possibly fail 
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of making 1 the enterprise miscarry. A courier from 
Athens arrived in great haste with a packet, which 
contained a circumstantial account of the whole 
conspiracy, as was afterwards discovered. The 
courier was brought first to Archias, who was 
already overcome with wine, and thought of nothing 
but pleasure. In giving him his despatches, he said, 
“Mv lord, the person who writes you these letters, 
conjures you to read them immediately, being serious 
affairs,” Archias replied, laughing, 1 “Serious affairs 
to-morrow;” which words were afterwards used by 
the Greeks as a proverb; and taking the letters, he 
put them under his bolster, 2 and continued the 
conversation and banquet. 

The conspirators were at that time in the streets, 
divided into two parties; the one, with Pelopidas at 
their head, marched against Leontides, who was not 
at the feast; the other against Archias, under the 
command of Charon. The latter had put on women’s 
habits over their armour, and crowned themselves 
with pine and poplar wreaths, which entirely covered 
their faces. When they came to the door of the 
apartment where the feast was kept, the guests made 
a great noise, and set up loud shouts of joy. But 
they were told, that the women would not come in 
till the servants were ail dismissed, which was done 
immediately. They were sent to neighbouring 
houses, where there was no want of wine for their 
entertainment. The conspirators, by this stratagem, 
having made themselves masters of the field of battle, 
entered sword in hand, and showing themselves in 
their true colours, put all the guests to the sword, 
and with them the magistrates, who were full of 
wine, and in no condition to defend themselves. 
Pelopidas met with more resistance. Leontides, who 
was asleep in bed, awaked with the noise that was 
made, and rising immediately, armed himself with 
his sword, and laid some of the conspirators at his 
feet, hut was at last killed himself. 

Thi 9 grand affair being executed in this manner 
with so much despatch and success, couriers were 
immediately despatched to the exiles who had 
remained at Thriasium. The doors of the prisons 
were broken open, and 500 prisoners let out. The 
Thebans were called upon to resume their liberty, 
nnd arms were given to all they met, the spoils 
affixed to the porticoes being taken down, and the 
armourers and culler’s shops, broken open for that 
purpose. Epaminondas and Georgidas came in arms 
to join them, accompanied with a numerous band of 
young men, and with some old persons of great 
worth, whom they had got together. 

The whole city was in great terror and confusion; 
the houses all illuminated with torches, and the 
streets thronged with the multitude passing to and 
fro. The people, in a consternation at what had 
happened, and for want of sufficient information, 
waited impatiently for the day to know their destiny. 
The Lacedemonian captains were therefore thought 
guilty of a very great error in not having fallen upon 
them during their disorder; for the garrison consisted 
of 1500 men, besides 3000 who had taken refuge in 
the citadel. Alarmed by the cries they heard, the 
illuminations they saw in the houses, and the tumult 
of the multitude running backwards and forwards, 
they lay still, and contented themselves with guard¬ 
ing* the citadel, after having sent couriers to Sparta 
with the news of what had happened, and to demand 
an immediate re-inforcement. 

The next day at sun-rise the exiles arrived with 
their arms, and an assembly of the people was con¬ 
vened. Epaminondas and Georgidas conducted Pe¬ 
lopidas and his company thither, surrounded with all 
their sacrifices, carrying in their hands the sacred 
fillets, and exhorting the citizens to assist their coun¬ 
try. and to join with their gods. At this sight, the 
whole assembly rose up with loud acclamations and 
clapping of hands, and received the conspirators as 
their benefactors and deliverers. The same day, 
Pelopidas, Melon, and Charon, were elected Boeo- 
tarchs. 

l Ouxowv i; £*Jf»ov, T56 (ra’sodj*!*. 

£ The Greeks ate lying on couches. 


The arrival of the exiles was followed by that of 
5000 foot and 500 horse, sent by the Athenians to 
Pelopidas, under the command of Demophoon. Those 
troops, with others which joined them shortly after 
from all the cities of Bceotia, composed an army of 
12,000 foot and 2000 horse, and without loss of time 
besieged the citadel, that it might be taken before 
relief could come from Sparta. 

The besieged made a vigorous defence in hopes 
of a speedy succour, and seemed resolved rather to 
die than surrender the place; at least the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians were of that opinion. But they were not the 
greatest number of the garrison. "When provisions 
began to fall short, and famine to press them, the 
rest of the troops obliged the Spartans to surrender. 
The garrison had their lives granted them, and were 
permitted to retire whither they thought fit. They 
were scarce marched out, when the aid arrived. The 
Lacedaemonians found Cleombrotus at Megara, at 
the head of a powerful army, which, with a little 
more expedition, might have saved the citadel. But 
this was not the first time that the natural slowness 
of the Lacedaemonians had occasioned the miscarriage 
of their most important enterprises. The three 
commanders who had capitulated were tried. Two 
of them were punished with death; and the third 
had so great a fine laid upon him, that not being able 
to pay it, he banished himself from Peloponnesus. 

Pelopidas had all the honour of this great exploit, 
the most memorable of any that were ever executed 
by surprise and stratagem. Plutarch, with-reason, 
compares it to that of Thrasybulus. Both exiles, 
destitute in themselves of all resource, and compelled 
to implore a foreign support, form the bold design of 
attacking a formidable power with a handful of men; 
and having overcome all obstacles to their enterprise 
solely by their valour, had each of them the good 
fortune to deliver their country, and to change the 
face of affairs entirely. For the Athenians were 
indebted to Thrasybulus for that sudden and happy 
change, which, freeing them from the oppression 
under which they groaned, not ouly restored their 
liberty, but with it their ancient splendour, and put 
them into a condition to humble, and make Sparta 
their ancient and constant rival, tremble in her turn. 
We shall see in like manner, that the war which is 
to reduce the pride of Sparta, and deprive her of 
empire over both sea and land, was the work of this 
single night, in which Pelopidas, without taking 
either citadel or fortress, but entering only one of 
twelve into a private house, 3 unloosed and broke the 
chains imposed by the Lacedaemonians on all the 
other states of Greece, though they appeared to be 
so firmly rivetted as never to be brokea or unloosed. 

SECTION III.— sphodrias the Lacedemonian 

FORMS A DESIGN AGAINST THE PIRAEEUS WITH¬ 
OUT SUCCESS. THE ATHENIANS DECLARE FOR 

THE THEBANS. SKIRMISHES BETWEEN THE LAT¬ 
TER AND THE LACEDAEMONIANS. 

The Lacedaemonians, 4 after the in¬ 
jury they pretended to have received A. M. 3627. 
by the enterprise of Pelopidas, did Ant. J. C.377. 
not continue quiet, but applied them¬ 
selves in earnest to take their revenge, Agesilaus, 
rightly judging that an expedition of that kind, the 
end of which was to support tyrants, would not 
reflect much honour upon him, left it to Cleombrotus, 
who had lately succeeded king Agesipolis, under 
pretence that his great age dispensed with his under¬ 
taking it. Cleombrotus entered Bceotia with his 
army. The first campaign was not vigorous, and 
terminated in committing some ravages in the coun¬ 
try; after which the kiug retired; and detaching 
part of his troops to Sphodrias, who commanded at 
Thespias, returned to Sparta. 

The Athenians, who did not think themselves in a 
condition to make head against the Lacedaemonians, 
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and were afraid of the consequences of the war in 
which the league with the Thebans was likely to en¬ 
gage them, repented their having entered into it, and 
renounced it. Of those who persisted to adhere to 
the Theban party, some were imprisoned, some put to 
death, others banished, and the rich severely fined. 
The Theban affairs seemed almost desperate; as no 
one came forward to support them. Pelopidas and 
Gcorgidas were then in office, and were concerting 
together means to embroil the Athenians with the 
Lacedaemonians; and this was the stratagem they 
contrived. 

Shpodrias the Spartan had been left at Thespiae 
with a body of troops, to receive and protect such of 
the Bceotians as should revolt against Thebes. He 
had acquired some reputation amongst the soldiery, 
and wanted neither courage norambition: but he was 
rash, superficial, self-couctited, and consequently apt 
to entertain vain hopes. Pelopidas and Georgidas 
sent privately a merchant of his own acquaintance to 
him, with the offer, as from himself, of a considerable 
sum of money, and with insinuations better calculated 
to persuade him than money, since they r flattered his 
vanity. “ After having represented to him that a per¬ 
son of his merit and reputation ought to form some 
great enterprise which might immortalize his name, 
be proposed to him the seizing of the Piraeus, by at¬ 
tacking the Athenians by surprise, and when they 
could have no expectation of such an attempt. He 
added, that nothing could be more grateful to the 
Lacedaemonians, than to see themselves masters of 
Athens; and that the Thebans, enraged at the Athe¬ 
nians, whom they considered as traitors and desert¬ 
ers, would lend them no assistance.” 

Sphodrias, anxious to acquire a great name, and 
envying the glory of Phcebidas, who, in his opinion, 
had rendered himself renowned and illustrious by his 
unjust attempt upon Thebes, conceived it would be a 
much more brilliant and glorious exploit to seize the 
Piraeus of his own accord, and deprive the Athenians 
of their great power at sea, by an unforeseen attack 
by land. He undertook therefore with great joy an 
enterprise, which w r as neither less unjust nor less hor¬ 
rid than that of the Cadmea, but executed neither 
with the same boldness nor with the same success. 
For haying set out in the night from Thespiae, with 
the view of surprising the Piraeus before light, the 
day-break overtook him in the plain of Thriasium near 
Eleusis, and finding himself discovered, he returned 
shamefully to Thespiae with some booty which he had 
taken. 

The Athenians immediately sent ambassadors with 
their complaints to Sparta. Those ambassadors found 
that the Lacedaemonians had not waited their arrival 
to accuse Sphodrias, but had already cited him before 
the council to answer for his conduct. He was afraid 
to obey that summons, having just reason to appre¬ 
hend the issue of a trial, and the resentment of his 
country. He had a son, who had contracted a strict 
and tender friendship with the son of Agesilaus. The 
latter solicited his father so earnestly, or rather tor¬ 
mented him with such extreme importunies,and per¬ 
severance, that he could not refuse Sphodrias his pro¬ 
tection, and got him fully acquitted. Agesilaus had 
little delicacy, as we have seen already, with respect 
to the duties of justice, when the service of his friends 
wa3 in question. He was besides, of all mankind, 
the most teuder and indulgent father to his children. 
It is reported of him, that when they were little he 
would play with them, and divert himself with riding 
upon a stick amongst them, and that having been one 
day surprised by a friend in that action, he desired 
hioi Dot to tell aoy body of it till himself was a father. 

The unjust sentence passed in favour of Sphodrias 
by the Spartans exceedingly ineensed the Athenians, 1 
and determined them to renew their alliance with 
Thebes immediately, and to assist them with all their 
power. They fitted out a fleet of sixty sail, and gave 
the command of it to Timotheus, son of the illustri¬ 
ous Conon, whose reputation he well sustained by his 
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own valour and exploits. It was he whom bis ene¬ 
mies, through envy of the glory he had acquired by 
bis great success, painted sleeping, with thegoddess 
Fortune at his feet, taking towns in nets for him: 2 but 
upon this occasion he proved that he was not asleep. 
After having ravaged the coast of Laconia, he attack¬ 
ed the isle of Corcyra, 3 which he took. He treated 
the inhabitants with great humanity, and made no 
alterations in their liberty or laws, which very much 
inclined the neighbouring cities in favour of Athens. 
The Spartans on their side made, powerful prepa¬ 
rations for the w r ar, and were principally intent upon 
retaking Corcyra. Its happy situation between Sici¬ 
ly and Greece rendered that island very important. 
They therefore engaged Dionysius the tyrant in this 
expedition, and demanded aid of him. In the mean 
time they despatched their fleet under the command 
of Mnasippus. The Athenians sent sixty sail against 
them to the relief of Corcyra, under the command of 
Timotheus at first; but soon after, upon his seeming 
to act too slowly, Iphicrates was substituted in his 
place. Mnasippus having made himself odious to his 
troops by his haughtiness, rigour, and avarice, wa3 
very ill obeyed by them, and lost his life in an en¬ 
gagement. * Iphicrates did not arrive till after hi3 
death, when he received advice that the Syracusan 
squadron of ten galleys was approaching, which he 
attacked so successfully that not one of them escaped. 
He had demanded, that the orator Callistratus, and 
Chabrias, one of the most renowned captains of his 
time, should be joined in commission with him. Xeno¬ 
phon admires his wisdom and greatness of soul upon 
that account, in being not unw illing to appear to have 
occasion for advice, and not apprehending that others 
might share the glory of his victories with himself. 

Agesilaus had been prevailed upon to take the com¬ 
mand of the troops against Thebes. He entered Bceo- 
tia, where he did abundance of damage to the The¬ 
bans, not without considerable loss on his own side. 
The two armies came every day \o blows, and were 
perpetually engaged, though not in formal battle, yet 
in skirmishes, which served to instruct the Thebans 
in the art of war, and to inspire them with valour, 
boldness, and experience. It is reported that the 
Spartan Antalcidas told Agesilaus very justly upon 
this head one day, when he was brought back from 
Bceotia much wounded, “My lord Agesilaus, you 
have a fine reward for the lessons you have given the 
Thebans in the art of war, which, before you taught 
it them, they never would nor could learn.” It was 
to prevent this inconvenience, that Lycurgus, in one 
of the three laws which he calls Rhetrce , forbade the 
Lacedaemonians to make war often upon the same 
enemy, lest they should make them good soldiers, by 
obliging them too frequently to defend themselves. 

Several campaigns passed in this manner without 
any thing decisive on either side. It was prudent in 
the Theban generals not to hazard a battle hitherto, 
and to give their soldiers time to inure and embolden 
themselves. When the occasion was favourable, they 
let them seasonably loose like generous hounds, ana 
after having given them a taste of victory by way of 
reward, they called them off, contented with their 
courage and alacrity. The principal glory of their 
success and this wise conduct was due to Pelopidas. 

The engagement at Tegyra, which was a kind of 
prelude to the battle of Leuetra, added much to his 
reputation. Having failed in his enterprise against 
Orchomenos, which had joined the Lacedaemonians, 
at his return he found the enemy posted to intercept 
him near Tegyra. As soon as the Thebans perceived 
them from the defiles, somebody ran in all haste to 
Pelopidas, and told him, “We are fallen into the en¬ 
emy’s hands.” “ Why so,” replied he: “Why should 
we not rather say, that they are fallen into ours?” 
At the same time he ordered his cavalry, wdiich were 
his rear guard, to advance to the front, that they 
might begin the fight. He was assured that his foot, 
which were only 300, and W'ere called the sacred bat - 
trJion , wherever they charged, would break through 
the enemy, though superior in number, as they were 
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by at least two-thirds. The assault began where the 
generals of each party were posted, and was very 
fierce. The two generals of the Lacedaemonians, who 
had charged Felopidas, were presently killed; all that 
were with them fceing either slain or dispersed. The 
rest of the Lacedaemonian troops were so daunted, 
that they opened a passage for the Thebans, who 
might have marched on and saved themselves if they 
had thought fit: but Pelopidas, disdaining to make use 
of that opening for his retreat, advanced against those 
who were still drawn up in battle, and made so great 
a slaughter of them, that the rest were all dismayed, 
and fled in disorder. The Thebans did not pursue 
them far, lest they should be surprised. They con¬ 
tented themselves with having broken them, and with 
making a glorious retreat, not inferior to a victory, 
because it was made through an enemy dispersed and 
defeated. 

This little encounter, for it can be called no more, 
was in a manner the source of the great actions and 
events we shall soon relate. It had never happened 
till then in any war, either against the Barbarians or 
Greeks, that the Lacedaemonians had been defeated 
with the superiority of number on their side, nor even 
with equal forces in a pitched battle. For which rea¬ 
son they were insupportably proud, and their reputa¬ 
tion alone kept their enemies in awe, who never durst 
show themselves in the field before them, unless su¬ 
perior in number. They now lost that glory; and 
the Thebans in their turn are to become the terror 
and dread even of those who had hitherto rendered 
themselves so univerally formidable. 

The enterprise of Artaxerxes Mne- 
A. M. 3627. mon against Egypt, and the death of 
Ant. J. C. 377. Evagoras king "of Cyprus, should na- 
A. M. 3630. turally come in here. But I shall de- 
Ant. J. C. 374. fer those articles, to avoid breaking in 
upon the Theban affairs. 

SECTION IV.— NEW TROUBLES IN GREECE. 
THE LACEDEMONIANS DECLARE WAR AGAINST 
THEBES. THEY ARE DEFEATED AND PUT TO 
FLIGHT IN THE BATTLE OF LEUCTRA. EPAMI¬ 
NONDAS RAVAGES LACONIA, AND MARCHES TO 
THE GATES OF SPARTA. 

Whilst the Persians were engaged in the Egyp¬ 
tian war, 1 great troubles arose in Greece. In that 
interval the Thebans, having taken Plataeae, 2 and af¬ 
terwards Thespiae, entirely demolished those two ci¬ 
ties, and expelled the inhabitants. The Plataeans re¬ 
tired to Athens with their wives and children, where 
they were received with the utmost kindness, and 
adopted into the number of citizens. 

Artaxerxes, 3 being informed of the 
A. M. 3633. state of the Grecian affairs, sent a 
Ant. J, C. 371. new embassy thither, to persuade the 
several cities and republics at war, to 
lay down their arms, and accommodate their differ¬ 
ences upon the plan of the treaty of Antalcidas. By 
that peace, as has been observed in its place, it was 
concluded, that all the cities of Greece should enjoy 
their liberty and be governed by their own laws. In 
virtue of this article, the Lacedaemonians pressed the 
Thebans to restore liberty to all the .cities of Boeotia, 
to rebuild Plataeae and Thespiae which they had de¬ 
molished, and to restore them with the territories de¬ 
pendent on them to tbeir ancient inhabitants. The 
Thebans on the/ir side insisted also, that the Lacedae¬ 
monians should give liberty to all those of I.aconia, 
and that the city of Messene should be restored to its 
ancient possessors. This was what equity required; 
but the Lacedaemonians, believing themselves much 
superior to the Thebans, were for imposing a law upon 
them, to which they would not submit themselves. 

All Greece being weary of a war which had alrea-* * 
dy lasted several campaigns, and had no other origin 
than the ambition and injustice of Sparta, nor any 
other end than the aggrandizing of that state, was se¬ 
riously intent upon effecting a general peace, and with 
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that view had sent deputies to Lacedaemon, to concert 
together the means ot attaining so desirable an event. 
Amongst those deputies, 4 Epamonidas was of the first 
rank. He was at that time celebrated for his great 
erudition and profound knowledge in philosophy; but 
he had not yet had an opportunity of giving any very 
distinguished proofs of his great capacity for the com¬ 
mand of armies and the administration of public af¬ 
fairs. Seeing that all the deputies, out of respect for 
Agesilaus, who declared openly for the war, were 
afraid to contradict him, or to differ from his opinion 
in any thing, a very common effect of too imperious a 
power on one side, and too servile a submission on 
the other; he was the only one that spoke with a 
wise and noble boldness, as became a statesman who 
had no other view than the public good. He made 
a speech, not for the Thebans alone, but for Greece 
in general; in which he proved, that the war aug¬ 
mented only the power of Sparta, whilst the rest of 
Greece was reduced and ruined by it. He insisted 
principally upon the necessity of establishing the 
peace upon the basis of equallity and justice; because 
no peace could be solid and of long duration,but that 
wherein all parties should find an equal advantage. 

A discourse like this, founded evidently upon rea¬ 
son and justice, and pronounced with a grave and se¬ 
rious tone, never fails of making an impression. Age¬ 
silaus plainly perceived, from the attention and silence 
with which it was heard, that the deputies were ex¬ 
tremely affected with it, and would not fail to act 
conformably to his opinion. To prevent that effect, 
he demanded of Epaminondas, “ Whether he thought 
it just and reasonable that Boeotia should be free and 
independent?” that is to say. Whether he agreed 
that the cities of Boeotia should depend no longer 
upon Thebes? Epaminondas immediately asked in 
his turn, with great vivacity, “Whether he thought 
it just and reasonable that Laconia should enjoy the 
same independence and liberty?” Upon which, Age¬ 
silaus, rising from his seat in great rage, insisted upon 
his declaring plainly, “ Whether he would consent 
that Boeotia should be free?” Epaminondas retorted 
his question again, and asked, “ Whether on his side, 
he would consent that Laconia should be free?” 
Agesilaus, who wanted only a pretext for breaking 
with the Thebans, struck their name directly out of 
the treaty of alliance which they were about to con¬ 
clude. The rest of the allies signed it, less out of in¬ 
clination, than not to offend the Lacedaemonians, 
whose power they dreaded. 

In consequence of this treaty, 5 all the troops in 
the field were to be disbanded. C!eombrotus,one of 
the kings of Sparta, was then in Phocis, at the head 
of the army. He wrote to the Ephori to know the re¬ 
public’s resolutions. Prothous, one of the principal 
senators, represented that there was no room for de¬ 
liberation, for that Sparta, by the late agreement, had 
made the recall of the troops indispensable. Agesi¬ 
laus was of a different opinion. Angry with the The¬ 
bans, and particularly with Epaminondas, he was ab¬ 
solutely bent on war for an opportunity of revenge, 
and the present seemed particularly favourable, when 
all Greece was free and united, ana only the Thebans 
excluded from the treaty of peace. The advice of 
Prothous was therefore rejected by the whole coun¬ 
cil, who treated him as an honest well-meaning do¬ 
tard, 6 that knew nothing of the matter; the Divinity, 
from thenceforth, as Xenophon observes, promoting 
their downfall. The Ephori wrote immediately to 
Cleombrotus to march against the Thebans with his 
troops, and sent orders at the same time to all their 
allies, to assemble their forces, who were very averse 
to this war, and did not join in it but with great re¬ 
luctance, and out of fear of contradicting tne Lace¬ 
daemonians, whom they did not yet dare to disobey. 
Though no happy consequences could be expected 
from a war, visibly undertaken contrary to all reason 
and justice, and from t he sole motive of resentment 
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and revenge; the Lacedaemonians, however, from the 
superioriiy of their numbers, assured themselves of 
success, and imagined that the Thebans, abandoned 
by their allies, were in no condition to oppose them. 

The Thebans were much alarmed 

A. M. 3634. at first. They saw themselves alone, 
Aut. J. C.370, without allies or support, whilst all 
Greece looked upon them as utterly 
lost, not knowing that in a single man they had more 
than an army. This man was Epaminondas. He 
was appointed general, and had several colleagues 
joined in commission with him. He immediately 
raised all the troops he could, and began his march. 
His army did not amount to 6000 men, and the 
enemy had above four times that number. As 
several bad omens were told him to prevent his 
setting out, he replied only by a verse of Homer’s, 
of which the sense is, “’There is but one good 
omen, 1 which is, to fight for one’s country.” How¬ 
ever, to re-assure the soldiers, by nature superstitious, 
and whom he observed to be discouraged, he instruct¬ 
ed several persons to come from different places, and 
report auguries and omens in his favor, which revived 
the spirit and hopes of the troops. 

Pelopidas was not then in office, but commanded 
the sacred battalion. When he left his house to go 
to the arm)', his wife, in taking her last adieu, con¬ 
jured him with a flood of tears, to take care of him¬ 
self : ** That,” said he, should be recommended to 
young people; but for generals, they have no occa¬ 
sion tor such advice; they should only be exhorted 
to take care of others.” 

Epaminondas had had the wise precaution to secure 
a pass, by which Cleombrotus might have shortened' 
his march considerably. The latter, after having 
taken a large compass, arrived at Leuctra, a small 
town of Bceotia, between Platasae and Thespiie. Both 
parties consulted whether they should give battle; 
which Cleombrotus resolved by the advice of all his 
officers, who represented to him, that if, with such a 
superiority of troops, he declined fighting, it would 
confirm the report which was sacretly spread, that 
he covertly favoured the Thebans. The latter had 
an essential reason for hastening a battle, to antici¬ 
pate the arrival of the troops which the enemy daily 
expected. However, the six generals, who formed 
the council of war, differed in their sentiments. A 
seventh, who came up very seasonably, joined the 
three that were for fighting; and bis opinion, which 
coincided also with that of'Epaminondas, carry ing 
the question, the battle was resolved upon. This 
was in the second year of the 102d Olympiad. 

The tvvn armies were very unequal in number. 
That of the Lacedaemonians, as has been said, con¬ 
sisted of 24,000 foot and 1600 horse. The Thebans 
had only 6000 foot and 400 horse; but all of them 
choice troops, animated by their success in former 
campaigns, and determined to conquer or die. The 
Lacedaemonian cavalry, composed of men picked up 
by chance, without valour, and ill-disciplined, was as 
much inferior to that of their enemies in courage as 
it was superior in number. The infantry could not 
be depended on, except the Lacedaemonians; the 
allies, as it has been saia, having engaged in the war 
with reluctance, because they did not approve the 
motive of it, and were besides dissatisfied with the 
Lacedaemonians. 

The ability of the generals on either side supplied 
the place of numerous armies, especially the Theban, 
who was the most accomplished captain of his time. 
He was supported by Pelopidas at the head of the 
sacred battalion, composed of 300 young Thebans, 
united in a strict friendship and affection, and 
engaged under a particular oath never to fly, but to 
defend each other to the last drop of their blood. 

Upon the day of battle the two armies drew up on 
a plain. Cleombrotus was upon the right, consisting 
of Lacedaemonians, on whom he confided most, and 
whose files were twelve deep. To take advantage 
of the superiority of his horse in an open country, ne 
posted tnera in the front of his Lacedaemonians. 

l Eij oix’vcj roc, lufiMvici*i srtfi rrxTftf;. 

Iliad, xi. v. 423. 


Archidamus, Agesilaus’s son was at the head of the 
allies, who formed the left wing. 

Epaminondas, who resolved to charge with his 
left, which he commanded in person, strengthened it 
with the choice of his beavy-armed troops, whom he 
drew up fifty deep. The sacred battalion was upon 
his left, and closed the wing. The rest of his infantry 
were posted upon his right in an oblique line, which, 
the farther it extended, was the more distant from 
the enemy. By this uncommon disposition, his 
design was to cover his right flank, to refuse his right 
wing and keep it as a kind of reserve, that he might 
not hazard the event of the battle upon the weakest 
part of his army; and to begin the action with his 
left wing, where his best troops were posted, to turn 
the whole weight of the battle upon king Cleom¬ 
brotus and the Spartans. He was assured, that if he 
could penetrate the Lacedaemonian phalanx, the rest 
of the army would soon be put to the rout. As for 
his horse, he disposed them (after the enemy’s ex¬ 
ample) in the front of his left. 

The action began by the cavalry. As that of the 
Thebans were better mounted and braver troops than 
the Lacedaemonian horse, the latter were not long 
before they were broken, and driven upon the 
infantry, which they put into some confusion. Epa- 
rainondas following his horse close, marched swiftly 
up to Cleombrotus, and fell upon his phalanx with 
all the weight of his heavy battalion. The latter, to 
make a diversion, detached a body of troops with 
orders to take Epaminondas in flank, and to surround 
him. Pelopidas, upon the sight of that movement 
advanced with incredible speed and boldness at the 
head of the sacred battalion to prevent the enemy’s 
design, and flanked Cleombrotus himself, who, by 
that sudden and unexpected attack, was put into 
disorder. The battle was very fierce and obstinate; 
and whilst Cleombrotus could act, the victory con¬ 
tinued in suspense, and declared for neither party. 
When he fell dead with his wounds, the Thebans, to 
complete [the victory, and the Lacedaemonians, to 
avoid the shame of abandoning the body of their 
king, redoubled their efforts, and a great slaughter 
ensued on both sides. The Spartans fought with so 
much fury about the body, that at length they gained 
their point, and carried it off. Animated by so 
glorious an advantage, they prepared to return to 
the charge, which would perhaps have proved suc¬ 
cessful, had the allies seconded their ardour. But the 
left wing, seeing the Lacedaemonian phalanx had 
been broken, and believing all lost, especially when 
they heard that the king was dead, took to flight, 
and drew off the rest of the army along with them. 
Epaminondas followed them vigorously, and killed a 
great number in the pursuit. The Thebans remained 
masters of the field of battle, but erected a trophy, 
and permitted the enemy to bury their dead. 

The Lacedaemonians had never received such a 
blow. The most bloody defeats till then had scarce 
ever cost them more than 4 or 500 of their citizens. 
They had been seen, however, animated, or rather 
violently incensed, against Athens, to ransom by a 
truce of thirty years, 800 of their citizens, who had 
suffered themselves to be shut up in the little island 
of Sphacteria. Here they lost 4000 men, of whom 
1000 were Lacedemonians, and 400 Spartans, out of 
700 who were in the battle. 2 The Thebans had only 
300 men killed, among whom were but few of their 
citizens. 

The city of Sparta was at that time celehrating 
the gymnastic games, and was full of strangers whom 
curiosity had brought thither, when the couriers 
arrived from Leuctra with the terrible news of their 
defeat. The Ephori, though perfectly sensible of all 
the consequences, and that the Spartan empire had 
received a mortal wound, would not permit the 
representations of the theatre to be suspended, nor 
any change to take place in the celebration of the 
festival. They sent to every family the names of 
their relations who were kiiled, and stayed in the 

a Those were properly called Spartans, who inhabited 
Sparta: the Laced$moaiaus were those settled in the 
country. 
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theatre to see that the dances and games were con¬ 
tinued without interruption, to the end. 

The next day in the morning, the loss of each 
family being* * known, the fathers and relations of 
those who had died in the battle met in the public 
square, and saluted and embraced each other with 
great joy and serenity in their looks; whilst the 
others kept themselves close in their house, or, if 
necessity obliged them to go abroad, it w as with a sad¬ 
ness and dejection of aspect which sensibly expressed 
their profound anguish and affliction. That differ¬ 
ence was still more remarkable in the women. Grief, 
silence, tears, distinguished those who expected the 
return of their sons; but such as had lost their sons 
were seen hurrying to the temples to thank the gods, 
and congratulating each other upon their glory and 
good fortune. It cannot be denied but such senti¬ 
ments evince great courage and resolution; but I 
would not have them entirely extinguish natural ten¬ 
derness, and should have been better pleased had there 
been less of ferocity in them. 

Sparta was under no small difficulty to know how 
to act in regard to those who had fled from the battle. 
As they were numerous, and of the most powerful 
families in the city, it was not safe to inflict upon them 
the punishments assigned by the laws, lest their despair 
should induce them to take some violent resolution 
that might be fatal to the state. For such as fled were 
not only excluded from all offices and employments, 
but it was a disgrace to contract any alliance with 
them by marriage. Any body that met them in the 
streets might buffet them, which they were obliged to 
suffer. They were besides to wear dirty ana ragged 
habits, full of patches of different colours; and, last¬ 
ly, they were to shave half their beards, and to let the 
other naif grow. It would be a great loss to the 
Spartans to be deprived of so many of their soldiery, 
at a time when they had such pressing occasion for 
them. To remove this difficulty, they chose Agesi- 
laus legislator, with absolute power to make such al¬ 
terations in the laws as he should think fit. Agesi- 
laus, without adding, retrenching, or changing, any 
thing, found means to save the fugitives without pre¬ 
judice to the state. In a full assembly of the Lace¬ 
daemonians, he decreed, “That tor the present day, 
the laws should be suspended, and of no effect; but 
ever after to remain in lull force and authority.” By 
those few words he preserved the Spartan laws en¬ 
tire, and at the same time restored to the state that 
great number of its members, by preventing their be¬ 
ing for ever degraded, and consequently useless to 
the republic. 

After the battle of Leuctra the two parties were 
industriously employed, the one in retrieving their 
loss, and the other in improving their victory. 1 

Agesilaus, to revive the courage of his troops, 
marched them into Arcadia; 2 but with a full resolu¬ 
tion carefully to avoid a battle. He confined him¬ 
self to altackingsome small towns of the Mantinaeans, 
which he took, and laid the country waste. This gave 
Sparta some jov, and they began to take courage 
from believing their condition not entirely desperate. 

The Thebans, immediately after their victory, had 
sent an account of it to Athens, and to demand aid 
at the same time against the common enemy. The 
senate was then sitting, and received the courier with 
great coldness, did not make him the usual presents, 
and dismissed him without taking any notice of aid. 
The Athenians, alarmed at the considerable advan¬ 
tage which the Thebans had gained over the Lace¬ 
daemonians, could not dissemble the umbrage and dis¬ 
satisfaction which so sudden and unexpected an in¬ 
crease of a neighbouring power gave them, which 
might soon render itself formidable to all Greece. 

At Thebes, Epaminondas and Pelopidas bad been 
elected joint governors of Bceotia. Having assembled 
all the troops of the Boeotians and their allies, whose 
number daily increased, they entered Peloponnesus, 
and made abundance of places and states revolt from 
the Lacedaemonians; Elis, Argos, all Arcadia, and 
the greatest part of Laconia itself. It was then about 

* Xenoph. 1. vi. p. 598. Diod. 1. xv. p. 375—378. 

* Plut. in Agesil. p. 613-615. Id. in Pelop. p. 290. 


the winter solstice, and towards the end of the Iasi 
month of the year, so that in a few days they were to 
quit their offices; the first day of the next month be¬ 
ing assigned by law, for their resigning them to the 
persons appointed to succeed them, upon pain ofdeath 
if they held them beyond that term. Their colleagues, 
apprehending the badness of the seasons, and still 
more the dreadful consequences of infringing that law, 
were for marching back the army immediately to 
Thebes. 

Pelopidas was the first who, entering into the opi¬ 
nion of Epaminondas, animated the citizens, and en¬ 
gaged them to take advantage of the enemy’s alarm, 
and to pursue their enterprise without regard to a for¬ 
mality, from the observance of which they might just¬ 
ly believe themselves dispensed by the state itself, as 
the service of the state, when founded in justice, is the 
sovereign law* and rule of the people’s obedience. 

They entered Laconia therefore at the head of an 
army of 70,000 good soldiers, of which the Theban9 
did not form a twelfth part. But the great reputation 
of the two generals was the cause, that all the allies, 
even without orders, or a public decree, obeyed them 
with respectful silence, and marched with entire con¬ 
fidence and courage under their command. It was 600 
years since, the Dorians had established themselves at 
Lacedaemon, and in all that time they had never seen, 
till now, an enemy upon their lands; none having 
hitherto dared to set foot in them, and much less to 
attack their city, though without walls. The The¬ 
bans and their allies, finding a country hitherto un¬ 
touched by an enemy, ran through it with fire and 
sword, destroying and plundering as far as the river 
Eurotas, without any opposition whatsoever. 

Parties had been posted to defend some important 
passes. Ischolas the Spartan, who commanded one 
of these detachments, distinguished himself in a pe¬ 
culiar manner. Finding it impossible, with his small 
body of troops, to support the enemy’s attack, and 
thinking it disgraceful for a Spartan to abandon his 
post, he sent back the yonng men who were of an age 
and condition to serve their country effectually, and 
kept none with him but such as were advanced in 
years. These, unanimously devoting themselves, af¬ 
ter the example of Leonidas, to the public good, sold 
their lives very dear; and afterhaving defended them¬ 
selves a long time, and made great slaughter of their 
enemies they all perished to a man. 

Agesilaus acted upon this occasion with great ad¬ 
dress and wisdom. He looked upon this irruption of 
the enemy as an impetuous torrent, which it was not 
only in vain, but dangerous to oppose, whose rapid 
course W'ould be but of short duration, and after some 
ravages subside of itself. He contented himself with 
distributing his best troops into the middle and all the 
most important parts of the city, and with strongly 
securing all the posts. He was determined not to quit 
the town, nor to hazard a battle, and persisted in that 
resolution, without regard to all the raillery, insults, 
and menaces of the Thebans, who defied him by name, 
and called upon him to come out and defend his coun¬ 
try, him who had alone been the cause of all its suf¬ 
ferings, by kindling the war. 

But a subject of far greater affliction to Agesilaus 
were the commotions and disorders excited within the 
city, the murmurs and complaints of the old men in the 
highest affliction and despair from being witnesses of 
what they saw, as w’ell as of the women, who seemed 
quite distracted with hearing the threatening cries of 
the enemy, and seeing the neighbouringcountry all on 
fire, whilst the flames and smoke, w hich drove almost 
upon them, seemed to denounce a like misfortune to 
themselves. Whatever courage Agesilaus might ex¬ 
press in his outward behaviour, he could not fail of 
being sensibly affected with so mournful an object, to 
which was added the grief of sullying his reputation ; 
who, having found the city in a most flourishing and 
potent condition when he came to tbe government, 
now saw it fallen to such a degree, and all its ancient 
glory lost under him ! He was, besides, secretly 
mortified at so mournful a contradiction of a boast be 
had often made* 44 that no woman of Sparta had ever 
seen the smoke of an enemy’s camp. 
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Whilst he was giving different orders in the city, 
he was informed, that a certain number of mutineers 
had seized an important post, with a Resolution to de¬ 
fend themselves in it. Agesilaus ran immediately thi¬ 
ther; and as if he had been entirely unacquainted with 
their bad designs, he said to them, “ Comrades, it is not 
there I sent you.” At the same time he pointed to 
different posts to divide them; to which they went, 
believing their enterprize had not been discovered. 
This order, which he gave without emotion, cnvinces 
a great presence of mind ‘in Agesilaus, and shows, 
that in times of trouble it is not proper to see too 
much, that the culpable may not want time to reflect 
and repent. He thought it more advisable to sup¬ 
pose that small troop innocent, than to urge them to 
a declared revolt by a too rigorous inquiry. 

The Eurotas was at that time very much swollen 
by the melting of the snows, and the Thebans found 
^niore difficulty in passing it than they expected, as 
well from the extreme coldness of the water, as its 
rapidity. As Epaminondas passed at the head of his 
infantry, some of the Spartans pointed him out to 
Agesilaus: who, after having attentively considered 
and followed him with his eyes a long time, said 
only, “ Wonderful man!” 1 in admiration of the 
valour that induced him to undertake such great 
things. Epaminondas would have been glad to have 
given battle in Sparta itself, and to have erected a 
trophy in the midst of it. He did not however dare 
to attempt the forcing of the city; and not being 
able to induce Agesilaus to quit it, chose to retire. 
It would have been difficult for Sparta, without aid, 
and unfortified, to have defended itself long against 
a victorious army. But the prudent captain who 
commanded it was apprehensive of drawing upon his 
hands the whole force of Peloponnesus, and still 
more, of exciting the jealousy of the Greeks, who 
would never have pardoned bis destroying so potent 
a republic, and pulling out, as Leptius says, one of 
the eyes of Greece, as a proof ot his skill. 2 He 
confined himself therefore to the glory of having 
humbled the proud, whose laconic language added 
new haughtiness to their commands, and of having 
reduced them to the necessity, as he boasted himself, 
of lengthening their monosyllables. 3 On his return 
he again wasted the country. 

In this expedition the Thebans reinstated Arcadia 
into one body,* * and took Messenia from the Spar¬ 
tans, who had been in possession of it very long, 5 
after having expelled all its inhabitants. It was a 
country equal in extent to Laconia, and as fertile as 
the best soil in Greece. Its ancient inhabitants, who 
were dispersed in different regions of Greece, Italy, 
and Sicily, on the first notice given them, returned 
with incredible joy; animated by the love of their 
country, natural' to all men, and almost as much by 
their hatred of the Spartans, which length of time 
had only increased. They built themselves a city, 
which, from the name of the old one, was called 
Messene. Amongst the unhappy events of this war, 
none gave the Lacedaemonians more sensible dis- 
leasure, or rather more lively grief, than this; 
ecause from time immemorial an irreconcilable 
enmity had subsisted between Sparta and Messene, 
which seemed incapable of being extinguished but 
by the final ruin of the one or the other. 

Polybius points out an ancient error in the conduct 
of the Messenians with regard to Sparta, 6 which was 
the cause of all their misfortunes. This was their 
too great solicitude for present tranquillity, and 
through an excessive love of peace, their neglecting 
the means of making it sure and lasting. Two of the 

i ’£1 tou fity»kc7r^xyy,Qvos «v6gtiu;rov. The Greek ex¬ 
pression is not easy to be translated. It signifies, Oh the 
actor of great deeds. 

a Arist. Rhet. I. iii. e. 10. 

s The Lacedaemonians answered the most important de¬ 
spatches by a single monosyllable. Philip having written to 
them, '‘If I enter your country, I will put all (o fire and 
sword," they replied, “If;” to signify they would take all 
possible care to put it out of his power. 

* Pa us. 1. iv. j>. 2U7, 208. 

• The Mcsscniaas bad been driven ont of their country 

2S7 years. * I’olyb. 1. iv. p. 209, 300. 


most powerful states of Greece were the.ir neigh¬ 
bours, the Arcadians and Lacedaemonians. The 
latter, from their first settlement, in the county, had 
declared open war against them: the others, on the 
contrary, always joined with them, and entered into 
all then* interests. But the Messenians had neither 
the courage to oppose their violent and irreconcilable 
enemies with valour and constancy, nor the prudence 
to treat with due regard their faithful and affectionate 
allies. When the two states were either at war with 
each other, or carried their arms elsewhere, the 
Messenians, with little foresight for the future, and 
regarding only their present repose, made it a rule 
never to engage in the quarrel on either side, and to 
observe an exact neutrality. On such conjunctures 
they congratulated themselves upon their wisdom 
and success in preserving their tranquillity, whilst 
their neighbours all around them were involved in 
trouble and confusion. But this tranquillity was 
of no long duration. The Lacedaemonians having 
subdued their enemies, fell upon them with all their 
forces; and finding them unsupported by allies, and 
incapable of defending themselves, they reduced them 
to submit, either to the yoke of a rigid slavery, or 
to banish themselves from their country. And this 
was several times their case. They ought to have 
reflected, says Polybius,7 that as there is nothing 
more desirable or advantageous than peace, when 
founded on justice and honour; so there is nothing 
more shameful, and at the same time more per¬ 
nicious, when attained by bad measures, and pur¬ 
chased at the price of liberty. 

SECTION V.— THE TWO THEBAN GENERALS, AT 

THEIR RETURN, ARE ACCUSED AND ACQUITTED. 

SPARTA IMPLORES AID OF THE ATHENIANS. THE 

GREEKS SEND AMBASSADORS TO ARTAXF.RXES. 

INFLUENCE OF PELOPIDAS AT THE COURT OP 

TERSIA. 

It might be expected, that the two Theban 
captains, on their return to their country after such 
memorable actions, should have been received with 
general applause, and all the honours that could be 
conferred upon them. Instead of which, the)' were 
both summoned to answer as criminals against the 
state; in having, contrary to the law, whereby they 
were obliged to resign their command to new officers, 
retained it four months beyond the appointed term; 
during which they had executed in Messenia, Arca¬ 
dia, and Laconia, all those great exploits we have 
related. 

Such conduct is surprising, and the relation of it 
cannot be read without a secret indignation: but it 
had a very plausible foundation. The zealous asser- 
tors of a liberty lately regained, were apprehensive 
that the example might prove very pernicious, in 
authorizing some future magistrate to maintain him¬ 
self in command beyond the established term, and 
in consequence to turn his arms against his country. 
It is not to be doubted, but the Romans would have 
acted in the same manner; and if they were so 
severe as to put an officer to death, though victo¬ 
rious, for having fought without his general’s orders, 
how would they have behaved to a general who 
should have continued four months in the supreme 
command, contrary to the laws? 

Pelopidas was the first cited before the trihunal. 8 
He defended himself with less force and greatness of 
mind than was expected from a man of his character, 
for he was naturally warm and fiery. That valour, 
haughty and intrepid in fight, forsook him before the 
judges. His air and discourse, which had something 
timid and grovelling in it, denoted a man who was 
afraid of Jdeath, and did not in the least incline the 
judges in his favour, and it was not without difficulty 
that they acquitted him. Epaminondas appeared, 
and spoke with a quite different air and tone. He 
seemed, if I may be allowed the expression, to charge 
danger in front without emotion. Instead of justi- 

1 Eifvni fterx, /u',v tou $ixx/cv xx\ ovtoj, xi\. 

kHTTfiv £<rn xxJi/U* xxi kvcrtTtkfirTXTOV ptrx Ss xxx!*c *i 
Szvkttxs iTTCvsiSlrriv, srii/rtov *?orX‘<TTCi> x*» fikxfctQuiTXTCV' 

8 Plat, dc sui laudo, p. 540. 
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fying himself, he made a panegyric upon bis actions, 
and repeated in a lofty style, in what manner he had 
ravaged Laconia, re-established Messenia, and reu¬ 
nited Arcadia in one body. He concluded with say¬ 
ing, that he should die with pleasure, if the Thebans 
would concede the sole glory of those actions to him, 
and declare that he had done them by his own au- 
thorit}', and without their participitation. All the 
voices were in his favour; and he returned from his 
trial, as he used to return from battle, with glory and 
universal applause. Such dignity has true valour, 
that it in a manner seizes the admiration of mankind 
by force. 

He was by nature designed for great actions, and 
gave an air of grandeur to every thing he did. His 
enemies, 1 jealous of his glory, and with design to af¬ 
front him, got him elected Telearch; an ofiice very 
unworthy of a person of his merit. He however 
thought it no dishonour to him, and said, that he 
would demonstrate, that “ the office did not only 
show what the man was, but also the man What the 
office was. 2 He accordingly raised that employment 
to very great dignity, which before consisted in only 
taking care that the streets were kept clean, the dirt 
carried away, and the drains and common sewers in 
good order. 

The Lacedaemonians, 3 having every thing to fear 
from an enemy, whom the late successes had render¬ 
ed still more haughty and enterprising than ever, and 
seeing themselves exposed every moment, to a new 
inroad, had recourse to the Athenians, and sent de¬ 
puties to them to implore their aid. The person who 
spoke, began with describing in the most pathetic 
terms, the deplorable condition and extreme danger 
to which Sparta was reduced. He enlarged upon the 
insolent haughtiness of the Thebans, and their ambi¬ 
tious views, which tended to nothing lesss than the 
making themselves masters of all Greece. He insinu¬ 
ated what Athens in particular had to fear from them, 
if they were suffered to extend their power by the 
increase of allies, who every day went over to their 
party and augmented their forces. He called to 
mind the happy times in which the strict union be¬ 
twixt Athans and Sparta bad preserved Greece, and 
contributed to the equal glory of both states; and 
concluded with saying, how great an addition it would 
be to the Athenian name, to aid a city, its ancient 
friend and ally, which more than once had generously 
sacrified itself for the common interest and safety. 

The Athenians could not deny all that the deputy 
advanced in his discourse, but at the same time they 
bad not forgotten the bad treatment which they had 
suffered from the Spartans on more than one occasion, 
and especially after the defeat in Sicily. However, 
their compassion of the present misfortunes of Sparta 
prevailed over their resentment of former injuries, 
and determined them to assist the Lacedaemonians 
with all their forces. A short time after, 4 the depu¬ 
ties of several slates being assembled at Athens, a 
league and confederacy was concluded against the 
Thebans, conformably to the late treaty of Antalci- 
das, and the intention of the king of Persia, who was 
continually urging its execution. 

A slight advantage gained by the Spartans over their 
enemies, 5 raised ttiem from that dejection of spirits in 
which they had hitherto remained; as it generally 
happens, that in a mortal distemper the least glimpse 
of a recovery enlivens hope and recalls joy. Archi- 
darnus, son of Agesilaus, having received a considera¬ 
ble aid from Dionysius the Younger, tyrant of Sicily, 
put himself at the head of his troops, and defeated the 
Arcadians in a battle, called the battle without tears? 
because he did not lose a man, and killed a great 
number of the enemy. The Spartans before had been 
so much accumstomed to conquer, that they had be¬ 
come almost insensible to the pleasure of victory: 


* Plut. de Prfficept. reip. ger. p. 811. 

a Ou fit,ovov otgZK SiUvuxtv t xXkx xx? nvqp. 

* Xenopb. 1. vi. p. 600—613. 

4 Xenopb. ]. vii. p. 613—616. 

6 Piui. in Agesil. p. 614, 615. Xenopb. 1. vii. p. 619. 


but when the news of this battle arrived, and they 
saw Archidamus return victorious, they could not con¬ 
tain their joy, nor keep within the city. His father 
was the first that went out to meet him, weeping with 
joy and tenderness. He was followed by the officers 
and magistrates. The crowd of old men and women 
came down as far as the river, lifting up their hands to 
heaven, end returning thanks to the gods, as if this 
action had obliterated the shame of Sparta, and they 
began to see those happy days again, in which the 
Spartan gloiy and reputation hnd risen so high. 

Philiscus,? who had been sent by the king of Per¬ 
sia to reconcile the Grecian states, was arrived at Del¬ 
phi, whither he summoned their deputies to repair. 
The god was not at all consulted in the affair which 
was discussed in the assembly. The Spartans de¬ 
manded, that Messene and its inhabitants should re¬ 
turn to their obedience to them. Upon the Theban’s 
refusal to comply with that demand, the assembly 
broke up, and Philiscus retired, after having left con¬ 
siderable sums of money with the Lacedaemonians for 
levying troops and carrying on the war. Sparta, re¬ 
duced and humbled by its losses, was no longer the 
object of the Persian’s fear or jealousy; but Thebes, 
victorious and triumphant, gave them just cause of 
inquietude. 

To form a league against Thebes with greater cer 
tainty, 8 the allies had sent deputies to the great king. 
The Thebans on their aide deputed Pelopidas; an ex¬ 
tremely wise choice, from the great reputation of the 
ambassadors, which is no indifferent circumstance in 
respect to the success of a negotiation. The battle 
ofLeuctra had spread his fameinto the remotest pro¬ 
vinces of Asia. When be arrived at the court, and 
appeared amongst the princes and nobility, they cried 
out in admiration of him, “This is he who deprived 
the Lacedaemonians of their empire by sea and land, 
and reduced Sparta, to confine itself between the Eu- 
rotus and Taygetus; Sparta, that not long since, un¬ 
der its king Agesilaus, threateued no less than to 
invade us in Susa and Ecbatana.” 

Artaxerxes, extremely pleased wilh his arrival, paid 
him extraordinary honours, and piqued himself upon 
extolling him highly before the lords of his court; in 
esteem indeed of his great merit, but much more out 
of vanity and self-love, and to insinuate to his sub¬ 
jects, that the greatest and mo9t illustrious persons 
made their court to him, and paid homage to his 
ower and good fortune. But after having admitted 
ini to audience, and heard his discourse, in bis opin¬ 
ion more nervous than that of the Athenian ambassa¬ 
dors, and more simple than that of the Lacedaemoni¬ 
ans, which was saying a great deal, he esteemed him 
more than ever; andasitis common with kings, 9 who 
are but little accustomed to constraint, he did not 
dissemble his extreme regard for him, and his pre¬ 
ference of him to ail the rest of the Grecian deputies. 

Pelopidas, as an able politician, had apprized the 
king, how important it was to the interest of his crown 
to protect an infant power, which had never borne 
arms against the Persians, and which, in forming a 
kind of balance between Sparta and Athens, might be 
able to make a useful diversion against those repu¬ 
blics, the perpetual and irreconcilable enemies of Per¬ 
sia, and which had lately caused it so many losses and 
inquietudes. Timagoras, the Athenian, was the best 
received after him: because being passionately desi¬ 
rous of humbling Sparta, and at the same time of 
pleasing the king, he did not appear averse to the views 
of Pelopidas. 

The king having pressed Pelopidas to explain what 
favours he had to ask of him, he demanded, “ That 
Messene should continue free and exempt from the 
yoke of Sparta; that the Athenian galleys, which had 
sailed to infest the coast of Boeotia, should be recalled, 
or that war should be declared against Athens; that 
those who would not come into the league, or march 
against such as should oppose it, should be attacked 
first.” All which was decreed, and thfe Thebans de- 


i Xenoph. p. 619. Diod, p. 381. 

* Xcnoph. J. vii. p. 620—622. Tint, in Pelop. p. 294 
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dared friends and allies of the king. "When this de¬ 
cree was read to the ambassadors, Leon, Tiinagoras’s 
colleague, said, loud enough to be heard byArtaxer- 
xes, “ Athens has nothing now to do but to find some 
other ally than the king.” 

Pelopidas, having obtained all he desired, left the 
court, without accepting any more of the king’s many 
presents, than what was necessary to carry home as a 
token of his favour and good will; and this aggrava¬ 
ted the complaints which were made against the other 
Grecian ambassadors, who were not so reserved and 
delicate in point of interest. One of them, the envoy 
from the Arcadians, said, on his return home, that he 
had seen oiany slaves at the king’s court but no men. 
He added, that all his magnificence was no more 
than vain ostentation, and that the so-niuch-boast- 
ed plane-tree of gold, 1 which wa3 valued at so high 
a price, had not shade enough under it for a grass¬ 
hopper. 

Of all the deputies, Timagoras had received the 
most presents. He did not only accept of gold and 
silver, but of a magnificent bed, and slaves to make it, 
the Greeks not seeming to him expert enough in that 
office; which shows thht sloth and luxury were little 
in fashion at Athens. He received also twenty-four 
cows with slaves to take care of them: as it was ne¬ 
cessary for him to drink milk for some indisposition. 
Lastly, at his departure, he was carried in a chair to 
the sea-side at the king’s expense, who gave four ta¬ 
lents 2 for that service. His colleague, Leon, on their 
arrival at Athens, accused him of not having held any 
communication with him, and of having joined with 
Pelopidas in every thing. He was brought to trial 
inconsequence, and condemned to suffer death. 

It does not appear that the acceptance of presents 
was what most incensed the Athenians against Tima¬ 
goras. For Epicrates, a simple porter, who had been 
at the Persian court, and had also received presents, 
having said, in a full assembly, that he was of opinion 
a decree ought to pass, by which, instead of the nine 
archons annually elected, nine ambassadors should be 
chosen out of the poorest of the people, to be sent to 
the king, in order to their being enriched by the voy¬ 
age: the assembly only laughed and made a jest of 
it. Put what offended them more, was the Thebans 
having obtained all they demanded. In which, says 
Plutarch, they did not duly consider the great reputa¬ 
tion of Pelopfdas, nor comprehend how much stronger 
and more efficacious that was in persuading, than all 
the harangues and rhetorical flourishes of the other 
ambassadors; especially with a prince accustomed to 
caress and comply with the strongest, as the Thebans 
undoubtedly were at that time, and who besides was 
not sorry to humble Sparta and Athens, the ancient 
and mortal enemies of his throne. 

The esteem and regard of the Thebans for Pelopi¬ 
das were not a little augmented by the good success 
of this embassy, which had procured the freedom of 
Greece, and the re-establishment of Messene; and 
he was extremely applauded for his conduct at his 
return. 

But Thessalia was the theatre where the valour of 
Pelopidas made the greatest figure, in the expedition 
with which he was commissioned by the Thebans 
against Alexander, tyrant of Pherre. I shall relate it 
entire, and unite under one point of view all which 
relates to that great event, without any other inter¬ 
ruption than the journey of Pelopidas into Macedo¬ 
nia to appease the troubles of that court. 

SECTION VI.— pelopidas marches against 

ALEXANDER, TYRANT OF PHERiE, AND REDUCES 
HIM TO SEASON. HE GOES TO MACEDONIA, TO 
APPEASE THE TROUBLES OF THAT COURT, AND 
BRINGS PHILIP TO THEBES AS A HOSTAGE. HE 
RETURNS INTO THESSALY, IS SEIZED BY TREA¬ 
CHERY, AND MADE A PRISONER. EPAMINONDAS 
DELIVERS HIM. PELOPIDAS GAINS A VICTORY 
AGAINST THE TYRANT, AND IS KILLED IN THE 


* It was a tree of gold, of exquisite workmanship, and 
great value, which people went to see out of curiosity. 

3 Four ilioujarid crowns. 


BATTLE. EXTRAORDINARY HONOURS PAID TO 
HIS MEMORY. TRAGICAL END OF ALEXANDER. 
The reduced condition of Sparta 
and Athens, 3 which for many years A. M. 3634. 
had dominion overall Greece, either Ant. J. C. 370. 
in conjunction or separately, had in¬ 
spired some of their neighbours with the desire of sup¬ 
planting those cities, and given birth to the hope of 
succeeding them in the pre-eminence. A power had 
risen up in Thessaly, which began to grow formida¬ 
ble. Jason, tyrant of Pherae, had been declared ge¬ 
neralissimo of the Thessalians by the consent of all 
the people of that province; and it was to his merit, 
which was generally acknowledged, that lie owed 
that dignity. He was at the head of an army of above 
8000 horse and 20,000 heavy-armed foot, without 
reckoning the li^ht-armed soldiers, and might have 
undertaken any thing with such a body of disciplined 
and intrepid troops, who had an entire confidence in 
the valour and conduct of their general. But death 
prevented his designs. He was assassinated by per¬ 
sons who had conspired his destruction. 

His two brothers, Polydorus and Polyphron, were 
substituted in his place, the latter of whom killed the 
other for the sake of reigning alone, and was soon af¬ 
ter killed himself by Alexander of Pher®, who seized 
the tyranny under the pretence of 
avenging the death of Polydorus his A, M. 3635. 
father. Against him Pelopidas was Ant. J. C. 369. 
sent. 

As the tyrant made open war against several states 
of Thessaly, and was secretly intriguing to subject 
them all, the cities sent ambassadors to Thebes to de¬ 
mand troops and a general. Epaminondas being em¬ 
ployed in Peloponnesus, Pelopidas took upon him¬ 
self the conduct of this expedition. He set out for 
Thessaly with an army, made himself master of La¬ 
rissa, and obliged Alexander to make his submission 
to him, He there endeavoured, by mild usage and 
friendship, to change his disposition, and from a ty¬ 
rant to make him become a just and humane prince; 
but finding him incorrigible, and of unexampled bru¬ 
tality, and hearing new complaints every day of bis 
cruelty, debauched life, and insatiable avarice, he be¬ 
gan to employ warm reproofs and severe menaces. 
The tyrant, alarmed at such usage, withdrew secretly 
with his guard; and Pelopidas, leaving the Thessali¬ 
ans in security from any attempts of the tyrant, and 
in good understanding with each other, set out for 
Macedonia, where his presence had been desired. 

Amyntas II. was lately dead, and had left three 
legitimate children, Alexander, Perdiccas, and Phi¬ 
lip, and one natural son, called Ptoliney. Alexander 
reigned but one year, and was succeeded by Perdic¬ 
cas, 4 with whom his brother Ptolemy disputed the 
crown. The two brothers invited Pelopidas either to 
be the arbitrator and judge of their quarrel, or to 
espouse the side on which he should see the most 
right. 

Pelopidas was no sooner arrived, than he put an 
end to all their disputes, and recalled those who had 
been banished by either party. Having taken Philip, 
the brother of Perdiccas, and thirty other children of 
the noblest families of Macedonia for hostages, he 
carried them to Thebes, to show the Greeks how far 
the authoriry of the Thebans extended, from the re¬ 
putation of their arms, and the entire confidence that 
was placed in their justice and fidelity. It was this 
Philip who was father of Alexander the Great, and 
afterwards made war against the Greeks, to subject 
them to his power. 

The troubles and factions arose again in Macedonia 
some years after, occasioned by the death of Perdic¬ 
cas, who was killed in a battle. The friends of the 
deceased called in Pelopidas. Being desirous to ar- 

3 Xenoph. 1. vi. p. 579—583, et 598—601. Diod. 1. xv. p. 
371—373. 

* Plutarch makes this quarrel between Alexander and 
Ptolemy ; which cannot agree with iEsehines’s account (do 
FaJs. Lcgat. p. 400.) of the affairs of Perdiccas after Alex¬ 
ander’s death, which I shnll relate in the history of Philip, 
As i'Esehiiv.-s was contemporary with them, I thought it 
proper to substitute Perdiccas iu the place of Alexander. 
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rive before Ptolemy, who was making 1 new efforts to 
establish himself upon the throne, had time to execute 
his projects; and not having an army, he raised some 
mercenary troops in haste, with whom he marched 
against Ptolemy. When they were near each other, 
Ptolemy found means to corrupt those mercenary 
soldiers by presents of money, and to bring them over 
to his side. At the same time, atved by the reputa¬ 
tion and name of Pelopidas, he went to meet him 
as his superior and master, had recourse to caresses 
and entreaties, and promised in the most solemn man¬ 
ner to hold the crown only as guardian to the son of 
the deceased, to acknowledge as friends and enemies 
all those who were so to the Thebans; and as secu¬ 
rity for his engagements, he gave his son Pliiloxenus 
and fifty other children, who were educated with 
him as hostages. These Pelopidas sent to Thebes. 

The treachery of the mercenary soldiers ran very 
much in his thoughts. He was informed that they 
had sent the greatest part of their effects, with their 
wives and children, into the city of Pharsalus , 1 and 
conceived that to be a fair opportunity for being re¬ 
venged on them for their perfidy. He therefore drew 
together some Thessalian troops, and marched to 
Pharsalus, where he was scarce arrived before Alex¬ 
ander the tyrant came against him with a powerful 
army. Pelopidas, who had been appointed ambassa¬ 
dor to him, believing that became to justify himself, 
and to answer the complaints of the Thebans, went 
to him accompanied only by Ismenias, without any 
precaution. He was not ignorant of his being an im¬ 
pious wretch, 9 s void of faith as of honour; but he 
imagined, that respect for Thebes, and regard to his 
dignity and reputation, would prevent him from at¬ 
tempting any thing against his person. He was mis¬ 
taken: for the tyrant, seeing them alone and unarmed, 
made them both prisoners, and seized Pharsalus. 

Polybius exceedingly blames the imprudence of Pe¬ 
lopidas upon this occasion . 2 There are, says he, in 
the intercourse of society, certain assurances, and, as 
it were, ties of sincerity, upon which one may rea¬ 
sonably rely: such are the sanctity of oaths, the 
pledge of wives and children delivered as hostages, 
and above all the consistency of the past conduct of 
those with whom one treats; when, notwithstanding 
those motives for our confidence, we are deceived, it 
is a misfortune, but not a fault: but to trust one’s 
self to a notorious traitor and villain, is certainly an 
instance of temerity for which there is no excuse. 

This heinous perfidy of Alexander filled the minds 
of all his subjects with terror and distrust , 3 who very 
much suspected, that, after so flagrant an injustice 
and so daring a crime, the tyrant would spare nobody, 
and would behave upon all occasions, and towards all 
sorts of people, as a man in despair, that needed no 
farther regard to his conduct and actions. When 
the news was brought to Thebes, the Thebans, in¬ 
censed at so base a deed, immediately sent an army 
into Thessaly; and as they were displeased with Epa- 
ninondas, whom they suspected, though without any 
good reason, of having been too favourable to the La¬ 
cedaemonians upon a certain occasion, they nominated 
other generals; so that he served in this expedition 
only as a private man. The love of his country and 
of the public good extinguished all resentment in the 
heart of that great man, and would not permit him, as 
is but too common, to abandon its service through 
any pique of honour or personal discontent. 

The tyrant in the mean time carried Pelopidas to 
Phera, and made a show of him to all the world at 
first, imagining that such a treatment would humble 
his pride and abate his courage. But Pelopidas, see¬ 
ing the inhabitants of Pherae in great consternation, 
perpetually consoled them, advising them not to de¬ 
spair, and assuring them that it Would not be long be¬ 
fore the tyrant would be punished. He caused him 
to be told, ihat it was very imprudent and very un¬ 
just to torture and put to death every day so many in¬ 
nocent citizens, that had never done him any wrong, 
and to spare his life, who, he knew, would no sooner 


be out of his hands, than he would punish him a 9 his 
crimes deserved. The tyrant, astonished at his great¬ 
ness of soul, sent to ask him why he took so much 
pains to meet death? “ It is,” returned the illustri¬ 
ous prisoner, “ that thou mayest perish the sooner, 
by becoming still more detestable to the gods and 
men.” 

From that time the tyrant gave orders that nobody 
should see or speak to hint. But Thebe, his wife, 
the daughter of Jason, who had also been tyrant of 
Pherae, having heard of the constancy and courage of 
Pelopidas from those who guarded him, had a curio¬ 
sity to see and converse with him; and Alexander 
could not refuse her his permission .' 1 He loved her 
tenderly (if indeed a tyrant may be said to love any 
body:) but notwithstanding.that tenderness,he treat¬ 
ed her very cruelly, and was in perpetual distrust 
even of her. He never went to her apartment with¬ 
out a slave before him with a naked sword in his hand, 
and having first sent some of his guard to search every 
coffer for concealed poniards. Wretched prince! 
cries Cicero, who could confide more in a slave and 
a barbarian, than in his own wife! 

Thebe therefore desiring to see Pelopidas, found 
him in a melancholy condition, dressed in a poor ha¬ 
bit, his hair and beard neglected, and void of every 
thing that might console him in his distress, Not be¬ 
ing able to refrain from tears at such a sight, “ Ah, 
unfortunate Pelopidas,” said she, “how I pity your 
poor wife!”—“No Thebe,” replied he, “it is you 
who are to be pitied, w’ho can endure such a monster 
as Alexander, without being his prisoner.” Those 
words touched Thebe to the quick, for it was with 
extreme reluctance she bore the tyrant’s cruelty, vio¬ 
lence, and infamous excesses. Hence, by going often 
to see Pelopidas, and openly bewailing before him 
the injuries she suffered, she daily conceived new ab¬ 
horrence for her husband, whilst hatred and the de¬ 
sire of revenge grew continually more strong in her 
heart. 

The Theban generals, who had entered Thessaly, 
did nothing there of any importance, and were obli¬ 
ged, by their incapacity and ill conduct, to abandon 
the country. The tyrant pursued them in their re¬ 
treat, harassed them shamefully, and killed abundance 
of their troops. The whole army had been defeated 
if the soldiers had not obliged Epaminondas, who 
served as a private man amongst them, to take upon 
him the command. Epaminondas, at the head of the 
cavalry and light-armed foot, posted himself in the 
rear; where, sometimes sustaining the enemy’s attacks 
and sometimes charging them in his turn, he com¬ 
pleted the retreat with success, and preserved the Boeo¬ 
tians. The generals upon their return, were each 
of them fined 10,000 drachmas , 5 and Epaininondag 
substituted in their place. As the public good was 
his sole view, he overlooked the injurious treatment 
and kind of affront which he had received, and was 
amply recompensed by the glory that attended so 
generous and disinterested a conduct. 

Some days after he marched at the head of the ar¬ 
my into Thessaly; whither his reputation had prece¬ 
ded him. It had spread already both terror and joy 
through the whole country; terror amongst the ty¬ 
rant's friends, whom the very name of Epaminondas 
dismayed, and joy amongst the people, from the as¬ 
surance they entertained of being speedily delivered 
from the yoke of the tyranny,ana the tyrant punished 
for all his crimes. But Epaminondas, preferring the 
safety of Pelopidas to his owo glory, instead of car¬ 
rying on the war with vigour, as he might have done, 
chose rather to protract it, from the apprehension that 
the tyrant, if reduced to despair, like a. wild beast, 
would turn his whole rage upon his prisoner. For 
he knew the violence and brutality of his nature, 
which would hearken neither to reason nor jastice; 
and that he took delight in burying men alive; that 
some he covered with the skins of bears and wild 
boars, and setting his dogs upon them, caused them 
to be torn in pieces, or shot them to death with arrows. 
These were his frequent sports and diversions. In 


<• A city uf Thessaly. Q Lib. viii, p. 512. 

a Plut. in Pelop. p. 292,293. Diod. 1. xv. p. 3&2,383. 


4 Cic. de Offie. 1. ii. n. 25. 
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the cities of Melibcea and Scotusa.i which were in 
alliance with him, he called an assembly of the citi¬ 
zens, and causing them to be surrounded by his 
guards, he ordered the throats of all their young 
men to be cut in his presence. 

Hearing one day a famous actor perform a part in 
the Troades of Euripedes, he suddenly w'ent out of 
the theatre, and sent to the actor to tell him not to 
be under any apprehension upon that account, for 
that his leaving the place was not from being dis¬ 
pleased with him, but because he was ashamed to let 
the citizens see him weep at the misfortunes of 
Hecuba and Andromache, who had never felt any 
compassion for those who he had murdered. 

Though he was little susceptible of pity, be was 
much so of fear at this time. Amazed at the sudden 
arrival of Epaminondas, aud dazzled \Vith the majesty 
that surrounded him, he made haste to despatch 
persons to him with apologies for his conduct. Epa¬ 
minondas could not endure that the Thebans should 
make either peace or alliance with so wicked a man. 
He only granted him a truce for thirty days: and after 
having got Pelopidas and Ismenias out of his hands, 
he retired with his troops. 

Fear is not a master whose lessons make any deep 
and lasting impression upon the mind. 2 The tyrant 
of Pherm soon returned to his natural disposition. 
He ruined several cities of Thessaly, and put garri¬ 
sons iolo those of Pythia, Achaea, and Magnesia. 
Those cities sent deputies to Thebes to demand a 
succour of troops, praying that the command of them 
might be given to Pelopidas; which was granted. 
He was upon the point of setting out, when there 
happened a sudden eclipse of the sun, by which the 
city of Thebes was darkened at noon-day. The 
dread and consternation were general. Pelopidas 
knew' very' well what to think of this accident, which 
was no more than was natural; but he did not think 
it proper for him to expose 7000 Thebans against 
their will, nor to compel them to march in the terror 
aod apprehension with which he perceived they were 
seized. He therefore gave himself alone to the 
Thessalians; and taking with him 300 horse of such 
Thebans and strangers as would follow him, he 
departed, contrary to the prohibition of the sooth¬ 
sayers, and the opinion of the inosiw’ise and judicious. 

He was personally incensed against Alexander, 
through resentment of the injuries he had received 
from him. What Thebe his wife had said, and he 
himself knew, of the general discontent in regard to 
the tyrant, gave him hopes of finding great divisions 
in his court, and a universal disposition to revolt. 
Rut bis strongest motive was the beauty and 
grandeur of the action in itself. For his sole desire 
and ambition was to show all Greece, that at the 
same time that the Lacedaemonians were sending 
generals and officers to Dionysius the tyrant, and the 
Athenians on their part were in a manner in the pay 
of Alexander, to w hom they had erected a statue 
of brass, as to their benefactor, the Thebans were the 
only people that declared open war against tyranny', 
and endeavoured to exterminate from amongst the 
Greeks all unjust and violent government. 

After having assembled his army' at Pharsalus, he 
marched against the tyrant; who, being apprised that 
Pelopidas had but few Thebans, and knowing that his 
own iofantry was twice as strong as that of the Thes¬ 
salians, advanced to meet him. Pelopidas being told 
by somebody that Alexander was approaching with a 
^great army; “so much the better,” replied he, “we 
shall beat the greater number.” 

Near a place called Cynoscephalae, there were 
very high and steep hills, which lay in the midst of 
the plain. Both armies were in motion to seize that 
post with their foot, when Pelopidas ordered his 
cavalry' to charge that of the enemy. The horse of 
Pelopidas broke Alexander’s; and whilst they pursued 
them upon the plain, Alexander appeared suddenly 
upon the top of the hills, having outstripped the 
Thessalian infantry; and charging fiercely such as 


endeavoured to force those heights and iotrench- 
ments, he killed the foremost, and repulsed the 
others, obliging then: to give way'. Pelopidas, seeing 
this, recalled his horse, and giving them orders to 
attack the enemy ’s foot, he. took his buckler, and 
ran to those who were fighting upon the hills. 

He presently made way through his infantry, and 
passing' in a moment from the rear to the front, 
revived his soldiers’ vigour and courage in such a 
manner as made ihe enemies believe themselves 
attacked by fresh troops. They supported two or 
three charges with great resolution; but finding 
Pelopidas’s infantry continually gaining ground, and 
that his cavalry, who were now returned from the 
pursuit, came to support them, they began to give 
way, and retired slowly, still making head in their 
retreat. Pelopidas, seeing from the top of the hills 
the whole army of the enemy, which, though it wc-s 
not yet actually put to flight, began to break, and 
was in great disorder, he stopped for some time, 
looking about every where for Alexander. 

As soon as he perceived him upon his right wing, 
rallying and encouraging his mercenary soldiers, he 
could contain himself no longer, but, fired will) the 
sight, and abandoning to his sole resentment the care 
of his life and the conduct of the battle, he got a 
great way before his battalions, and ran forwards 
with all his force, calling upon and defying Alex¬ 
ander. The tyrant made no answer to his defiance, 
and not daring to wait his coming up. withdrew* to 
hide himself amongst his guards. The battalion 
standing firm for some time, Pelopidas broke the first 
ranks, and killed the greatest part of the guards upon 
the spot. The rest, continuing the fight at a distance, 
pierced his arms and breast at length with their jave¬ 
lins. The Thessalians, alarmed at the danger in which 
they saw' him. made all the haste they could from the 
tops of the hills, to his assistance; but he was fallen 
dead when they arrived. The infantry and the The¬ 
ban horse, returned to fight against the enemy’s main 
body', put them to flight, and pursued them a great 
way. The plain was covered with the dead: for 
more than 3000 of the tyrant’s troops w r ere killed. 

This action of Pelopidas, though it appears the 
effects of a consummate valour, is inexcusable, and 
has been generally condemned, because there i« no 
true valour without wisdom and prudence. The 
greatest courage is cool and sedate. It spares itself 
where it ought, and exposes itself when occasion 
makes it necessary. A general ought to see every 
thing, and to have every thing in his thoughts. To 
be in a condition to apply the proper remedy on all 
occasions, he must not precipitate himself where 
there is the danger of his being cut off, and of cau¬ 
sing the loss of his army by his death. 

Euripides, 3 after having* said in one of his pieces, 
that it is highly glorious for the general of an army 
to obtain the victory while he preserves his own life, 
adds, “that if it be necessary for him to die, he 
ought to do so by resigning his life into the hands off 
virtue;” as if he wished to imply, that virtue alone, 
not passion, auger, or revenge, lias a right over the 
life of a general, and that the first duty of valour is 
to preserve him who preserves others. 

It is in this sense that the saying of Timotheus is 
so just and amiable. 4 When Chares was one day 
showing to the Athenians the wounds he bad received 
whilst he was their general, aod his shield pierced 
through with a pike: “ For my part,” said Timotheus, 
“ w hen I was besieging Samos, and a dart happened 
to fall very' near me, 1 was much ashamed as having 
exposed myself like a young man without necessity', 
and more than was consistent for the general of so 
great an army.” Hannibal certainly' cannot be 
suspected of fear, and yet it has been observed, that 
in the great number of battles which he fought, he 
never received any wound, except only at the siege 
of Saguntum. 

It is therefore not without reason, that Pelopidas is 
reproached with having sacrified all his other virtues 
to his valour, by thus throwing away his life, and with 
having died rather for himself than hi« country. 

4 Hut. in Pelop. p, 27d. 

2 Q, 


* Cities of Magnesia. 

Plut. in Pelop. p 295—293. Xenoph. 1. vi. p. 001. 
Vo L. 1-61 


3 Plut. in Pelop. 317. 
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Never was a captain more lamented than he. His 
death changed the victor}' so lately gained into 
mourning. A profound silence and universal afflic¬ 
tion reigned throughout the whole army, as if it had 
been entirely defeated. When his body was carried 
to Thebes, from every city through which it passed, 
the people of all ages and sexes, the magistrates and 
priests, came out to meet the bier, and to march 
m procession before it, carrying crowns, trophies, 
and armour, all of gold. The Thessalians, who 
were at the same time highly afflicted for his death, 
and equally sensible of their obligations to him, made 
it their request, that they might be permitted to 
celebrate at their sole expense the obsequies of a 
general, who had devoted nimself for their preserva¬ 
tion; and that honourable privilege could not be 
refused to their grateful zeal. 

His funeral was magnificent, especially in the sin¬ 
cere affliction of the Thebans and Thessalians. For, 
says Plutarch, the external pomp of mourning, and 
those marks of sorrow, which may he imposed by 
the public authority upon the people, are not always 
certain proofs of their real sentiments. The tears 
which flow in private as well as public, the regret 
expressed equally by great and small, the praises 
given by the general and unanimous voice to a person 
who is no more, and from whom nothing farther is 
expected, are an evidence not to be questioned, and 
a homage never paid but to virtue. Such were the 
obsequies of Pelopidas, and, in my opinion, nothing 
more great and magnificent could be imagined. 

Thebes was not contented with lamenting Pelo- 
pidas, but resolved to avenge him. A small army of 
7000 foot and 700 horse were immediately sent 
against Alexander. The tyrant, who had not yet 
recovered the terror of his'defeat, wa5 in no condi¬ 
tion to defend himself. He was obliged to restore 
to the Thessalians the cities he had taken from them, 
and to give the Magnesians, Pythiots, and Achscans, 
their liberty; to withdraw his garrisons from their 
country; and to swear that he would always obey 
the Thebans, and march at their orders against all 
their enemies. 

Such a punishment was very gentle. Nor, says 
Plutarch, did it appear sufficient to the gods, or 
proportioned to his crimes: they had reserved one 
for him worthy of a tyrant. Thebe, his wife, who 
saw with horror and detestation the cruelty and 

f ierfidy of her husband, and had not forgotten the 
essons and advice which Pelopidns had given her 
whilst in prison, entered into a conspiracy with her 
three brothers to kill him. The tyrant’s whole 
palace was full of guards, who kept watch through 
the whole night; but he placed little confidence In 
them, and as his life was in some sort in their hands, 
he feared them the most of all men. He lay in a 
high chamber, to which he ascended by a ladder that 
was drawn up after his entrance. Near this chamber 
a great dog was chained to guard it. He was 
exceeding fierce, and knew nobody but his master, 
Thebe, and the slave who fed him. 

The time pitched upon for the execution of the 
plot being arrived, Thebe shut up her brothers du¬ 
ring the day-time, in an apartment near the tyrant’s. 
When he entered his own chamber at night, as he was 
overcharged with meat and wine, he fell into a deep 
sleep immediately. Thebe went out presently after, 
and ordered the slave to take away the dog, that he 
might not disturb her husband’s repose; and lest the 
ladder should make a noise when her brothers came 
U£ by it, she covered the steps of it with wool. AM 
things being thus prepared, she made her brothers 
ascend softly, armed with daggers: when they came 
to the door, they were seizedwith terror, and would 
go no farther. Thebe, quite out of her wits, threa¬ 
tened to awake the tyrant if they did not proceed 
immediately, and to discover the plot to him. Shame 
and fear re-animated them: she made them enter, 
led them to the bed, and held the lamp herself, whilst 
they killed him with repeated wounds. The news 
of his death was immediately spread through the city. 
His dead body was exposed to all sorts of outrages, 
trampled under foot by the people, and given for a 


prey to the dogs and vultures: a just reward for lus 
violent oppressions and detestable cruelties. 

SECTION VII.— EPAMINONDAS IS CHOSEN GENE¬ 
RAL OF THE THEBANS. HIS SECOND ATTEMPT 

AGAINST SPARTA. HIS CELEBRATED VICTORY 

AT MANTINEA. HIS DEATH AND EULOGY. 

The extraordinary prosperity of 
Thebes was no small subject of alarm A. M. 3641. 
to the neighbouring stages. 1 Every Ant. J. C. 363. 
thing was at that time in motion in 
Greece. A new war had sprung up between the Ar¬ 
cadians and the Eleans, which had occasioned another 
between the Arcadians themselves. The people of 
Tegaea had called in the Thebans to their aid, and 
those of Mantinea, the Spartans and Athenians. 
There were besides several other allies on each side. 
The former gave Epaminondas the command of their 
troops, who immediately entered Arcadia, and en¬ 
camped at Tegaea, with design to attack the Manti- 
neans, who had quitted their alliance with Thebes to 
attach themselves to Sparta. 

Being informed that Agesilaus had begun his march 
with his army, and was advancing towards Mantinea, 
he formed an enterprise, which, he believed, would 
immortalize his name, and entirely reduce the power 
of the enemy. He left Tegaea in the night with his 
army, unknown to the Mantineans, and marched di¬ 
rectly to Sparta by a different route from that of 
Agesilaus. He would undoubtedly have taken the 
city by surprise, as it bad neither wails, defence, nor 
troops: but happily for Sparta, a Cretan having made 
all possible haste to apprize Agesilaus of his design, 
he immediately despatched one of his horse to advise 
the city of the danger that threatened it, and ar¬ 
rived there soon after in person. 

He had scarce entered the town, when the The¬ 
bans were seen passing the Eurotas, and coming on 
against the city. Epaminondas, who perceived that 
his design was discovered, thought it incumbent on 
him not to retire without some attempt. He there¬ 
fore made his troops advance, 2 and making use of 
valour instead of stratagem, he attacked the city in 
several quarters, penetrated as far as the public 
square, and seized that part of Sparta which lay upon 
the side of the river. Agesilaus made head every 
where, and defended himself with much more valour 
than could be expected from his years. He saw well, 
that it was not now a time, as before, to spare him¬ 
self, and to act only on the defensive; but that he had 
need of all his courage and daring, and to fight with 
all the vigour of despair; means which he had never 
yet used, nor placed his confidence in before, but 
which he employed with great success in the present 
dangerous emergency. For by this happy despair 
and prudent audacity, he in a manner snatched the 
city out of the hands of Epaminondas. His son Ar- 
chidamus, at the head of the Spartan youth, behaved 
with incredible valour wherever the danger was 
greatest, and with his small troop stopped the enemy, 
and made great head against them on all sides. 

A young Spartan, named Isadas, distinguished him¬ 
self particularly in this action. He was very hand¬ 
some, perfectly well-shaped, of an advantageous sta¬ 
ture, and in the flower of his youth. He had neither 
armour nor clothes, his body shone with oil, and be 
held a spear in one hand, and a sword in the other. 

In this condition he rushed with impetuosity from 
his house, and breaking through the throng of the 
Spartans that were fighting, he threw himself upon 
the enemy, gave mortal wounds at every blow, and 
laid all at his feet who opposed him, without receiving 
any hurt himself, whether it were that the enemy 
were dismayed at so astonishing a sight, or whether, 
says Plutarch, the gods took pleasure in preserving 
him upon account of his extraordinary valour. It is 
said, the Ephori decreed him a crown after the battle, 
in honour of his exploits, but afterwards fined him a 
1000 drachmas 3 for having exposed himself to so great 
a danger without arms. 

i Xenoph. 1. vii. p. 1)42—644. Flut. in Agesil. p. 615. Diod 

p. 391, 392. 

» Fotyb. 1. ix. p. 547. 9 About 25f. 
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Epaminondas, having failed in his aim, and fore¬ 
seeing that the Arcadians would certainly hasten to 
the relief of Sparta, and not being willing to have 
them with all the Lacedaemonian forces upon his 
hands at the same time, returned with expedition to 
Tegaea. The Lacedaemonians and Athenians, with 
their allies, followed him close in the rear. 

This general, 1 considering his Command was upon 
the point of expiring, and that if he did not fight, his 
reputation 'might sutler extremely, and that immedi¬ 
ately after his retreat, the enemy would fall upon the 
Theban allies, and entirely ruin them,gave orders to 
his troops to hold themselves in readiness for battle. 

The Greeks had never fought amongst themselves 
with more numerous armies. That of the Lacedae¬ 
monians consisted of more than 20,000' foot and 2000 
horse; the Theban army of 30,000 foot and near3000 
horse. Upon the right wing of the former, the Man- 
tineans, Arcadians, and Lacedaemonians, were posted 
in one line; the Eleans and Achreans, who were the 
weakest of their troops, had the centre; and the Athe¬ 
nians alone composed the left wing. In the other 
army, the Thebans and Arcadians were on the left, 
the Argives on the right, and the other allies in the 
centre. The cavalry on each side were disposed in 
the wings. 

The Theban general marched in the same order of 
battle in which he intended to fight, that he might 
not he obliged, when he came up with the enemy, to 
lose, in the disposition of his army, a time which can¬ 
not be too much saved in great enterprises. 

He did not march directly, and with his front to 
the enemy, but in a column along the hills with his 
left wing foremost, to make them imagine that he did 
not intend to fight that day. When he was over 
against them at a quarter of a league’s distance, he 
made his troops halt and lay down their arms, as if 
he designed to encamp there. The enemy in fact 
were deceived by that stand,and reckoning no longer 
upon a battle, they quitted their arms, dispersed 
themselves about the camp, and suffered that ardour 
to extinguish which the near approach of a battle is 
wont to kindle in the hearts of the soldiers. 

Epaminondas, however, by suddenly wheeling his 
troops to the right, having changed his column into a 
line, and having drawn out the choice troops whom 
he had expressly posted in front upon his march, he 
made them double their files upon the front of his left 
wing to add to its strength, and to put it into a condi¬ 
tion to attack in a point the Lacedaemonian phalanx, 
which, by the movement he had made, faced it directly. 
He ordered the centre and right wing of his army to 
move very slow, and to halt before they came up with 
the enemy, that he might not hazard the. event of the 
battle upon troops on whom he could not rely. 

He expected to decide the victory by that body of 
chosen troops which he commanded in person, and 
which he had formed in a column to attack the enemy 
in a point like a galley, says Xenophon. He assured 
himself that if he could penetrate the Lacedaemonian 
phalanx, in which the enemy’s principal force consist¬ 
ed, he should not find it difficult to rout the rest of 
their army, by charging upon the right and left with 
his victorious troops. 

But that he might prevent the Athenians in the left 
wing from coming to the support of their right against 
his intended attack, he made a detachment of his horse 
and foot advance out of the line, and posted them up¬ 
on the rising ground in readiness to flank the Athe¬ 
nians, as well to cover his right, as to alarm them; 
and gave them reason to apprehend being taken in 
flank and rear themselves, if they advanced to sustain 
their right. 

After having disposed his whole army in this man¬ 
ner, he moved on to charge the enemy with the whole 
weight of his column. They were strangely surprised 
when they saw Epaminondas advance towards them 
in this order, and resumed their arms, bridled their 
horses, and made all the haste they could to the ranks. 

AVhilst Epaminondas was marching against theen* 
emy, the cavalry that covered his flank on the left, 


the best at that time in Greece, entirely composed of 
Thebans and Thessalians, had orders to attack the 
enemy’s horse.. The Theban general, whom nothing 
escaped, had judiciously planted bowmen, slingers, 
and lancers in the intervals of his horse, in order to 
begin the disorder of the enemy’s cavalry, by a previ¬ 
ous discharge of a shower of arrows, stones, and jave¬ 
lins upon them. The other army had neglected to 
take the same precautions, and had committed ano¬ 
ther fault not less considerable, in giving as much 
depth to the squadrons as if they had been a phalanx. 
By this means their horse were incapable of support¬ 
ing long the charge of the Thebans. After having 
made several ineffectual attacks with great loss, they 
were obliged to retire behind their infantry. 

In the mean time Epaminondas. with his hody of 
foot, had attacked the Lacedaemonian phalanx. The 
troops came to the charge on both sides with incredi¬ 
ble ardour; both the Thebans and Lacedaemonians 
being resolved to perish rather than yield the glory 
of arms to their rivals. They began by fighting with 
the spear; and those first arms being soon broken in 
the fury of the combat, they charged each other sword 
in hand. The resistance was equally obstinate, and 
the slaughter very great on both sides. The troops 
despising danger, and desiring only to distinguish 
themselves by the greatness of their actions, chose ra¬ 
ther to die in their ranks, than to lose a step of their 
ground. 

The furious slaughter on both sides having conti¬ 
nued a great while without the victory’s inclining to 
either, Epaminondas, to force it to declare for him, 
thought it his duty to make an extraordinary effort in 
person, without regard to the danger of his own life. 
He formed therefore a troop of the bravest and most 
determinate about him, and putting himself at the 
head of them, made a vigorous charge upon the ene¬ 
my, where the battle was most warm, and wounded 
the general of the Lacedaemonians with the first jave¬ 
lin Tie threw. His troop by his example, having 
wounded or killed all that stood in their way, broke 
and penetrated the phalanx. The Lacedaemonians, 
dismayed by the presence of Epaminondas, and over¬ 
powered by the weight of that intrepid band, ivere 
compelled to give ground. The main body of the 
Theban troops, animated by their general’s example 
and success, drove back the enemy upon his right 
and left, and made a great slaughter of them. But 
some troops of the Spartans, perceiving that Epami¬ 
nondas abandoned himself too much to his ardour, 
suddenly rallied, and returning to the fight, charged 
him with a shnwer of javelins. Whilst he kept off 
part of those darts, shunned some of them, warded 
off others, and was fighting with the most heroic* 
valour, to assure the victory to his army, a Spartan, 
named Callicrates, gave him a mortal wound with a 
javelin in the breast through his cuirass. The wood 
of the javelin being broken off, and the iron head 
continuing in the w T ound, the torment was insup¬ 
portable, and he fell immediately. The battle began 
around him with new fury; the one side using their 
utmost endeavours to take him alive, and the other 
to save him. The Thebans gained their point at last, 
and carried him off, after having put the enemy to 
flight. They did not pursue them far; and returning 
immediately, contented themselves with remaining 
masters of the field and of the dead, without making 
any advantage of their victory, or undertaking- any 
thing farther, as if they stayed for the orders ot their 
general. 

The cavalry, dismayed by the accident of Epami¬ 
nondas, whom they believed to be dead, and seeming 
rather vanquished than victorious, neglected to pur¬ 
sue their success in the same manner, and returned to 
their former post. 

Whilst this was passing on the left wing of the The¬ 
bans, the Athenian horse attacked their cavalry on 
the right. But as the latter, besides the superiority 
of number, had the advantage of being seconded by 
the light infantiy posted in their intervals, they 
charged the Athenians rudely, and having galled them 
extremely with their darts, broke, and obliged them 
to fly. After having dispersed and repulsed them in 


i Xenof.b. 1. vii. p. 645—647- 
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this manner, instead of pursuing them, they thought 
proper to turn their arms against the Athenian foot, 
which they took in flank, put into disorder, and push¬ 
ed with great vigour. Just as they were about to 
take to flight, the general of the Elean cavalry, who 
commanded a body of reserve, seeing the danger of 
that phalanx, came upon the spur to its relief, charged 
the Theban horse, who expected nothing less, forced 
them to retreat, and regained from them their ad¬ 
vantage. At the same time, the Athenian cavalry, 
which had been routed at first, finding they were not 
pursued, rallied; and instead of going to the as¬ 
sistance of their foot which was roughly handled, 
they attacked the detachment posted by the Thebans 
upon the heights without the line, and put it to the 
sword. 

After these different movements, and this alterna¬ 
tion of losses and advantages, the troops upon both 
sides stood still and rested upon their arms; and the 
trumpets of the two armies, as if by consent, sounded 
the retreat at the same time. Each party pretended 
to the victory, and erected a trophy: the Thebans, 
because they had defeated the right wing, and re¬ 
mained masters of the field of battle; the Athenians 
because they had cut the detachment in pieces. And 
from this point of honour, both sides refused at first 
to ask leave to bury their dead, which with the an¬ 
cients, was confessing their defeat. The Lacedaemo¬ 
nians, however, first sent a herald to demand the per¬ 
mission; alter which, the rest had no thoughts but 
of paying the last duties to the slain on their respec¬ 
tive sides. 

Such was the event of the famous battle of Manti- 
nea. Xenophon, in his relation of it, which concludes 
his history, recommends to the reader’s attention the 
disposition of the Theban troops, and the order of 
battle, which he describes as a man of knowledge and 
experience in the art of war. And the Chevalier Fo- 
lard, who justly looks upon Epaminondas as one of 
the greatest generals Greece ever produced, in his 
description ot the same battle, ventures to call it the 
masterpiece of that great captain. 

Epaminondas had been carried into the camp. The 
surgeons, after having examined the wound, declared 
that he would expire a3 soon as the head of the dart 
was drawn out of it. These words gave all that were 
present the utmost sorrow and affliction: they were 
inconsolable on seeing so great a man about to die, 
and to die without issue. For him, the only concern 
fie expressed was about his arms, and the success of 
the battle. When they showed him his shield, and 
assured him that the Thebans had gained the victory; 
turning towards his friends with a cairn and serene 
air: “ Do not regard,” said lie, “ this day as the end 
of my life, but as the beginning of my happiness, and 
Hie completion of my glory. I leave Thebes trium¬ 
phant, proud Sparta humbled, and Greece delivered 
from the yoke of servitude. For the rest, I do not 
reckon that I die without issue; Leuctra and Manti- 
nea are two illustrious daughters, that will not fail to 
keep my name alive, and to transmit it to posterity 
Having spoken to this effect, he drew the head of the 
javelin out of his wound and expired. 

It may be truly said that the Theban power expired 
with this great man; whom Cicero seems to rank 
above all the illustrious men Greece ever produced. 1 
Justin is of the same opinion, 2 when he says. That as 
a dart is no longer in a condition to wound when the 
point of it is blunted, so Thebes, after having lost its 
general, was no longer formidable to its enemies, and 
its power seemed to have lost its edge, and to be an¬ 
nihilated by the death of Epaminondas. Before him, 
that city was not distinguished by any memorable 


1 Epaminondas princeps, meo judicio, Gr®cia). Acad. 
Quasi , 1. i. n. 4. 

a Nam sicuti telo, si primam auiem prsefregeris, reliquo 
ferro vim nncendi snstuleris; sic illo, velut mucrone teli, 
ublato duce Thebanorum, reiquoque publicas vires hebetaue 
sunt: ul non tarn ilium amisisse, quam cum illo omnes inte- 
riise videreniur. Nam neque hunc ante ducem ullnin me- 
piorabile bellum gessero, nec postea virtutibus, ped r.ladubis, 
insigDes fuere : ut manifestum sit, patriae gloriam et natam 
et extioctam cum eo fuisse. Justin. 1. vi. c. 8. 


action; and after him, it sunk into its original ob 
scanty; so that it >:aw its glory take birth and expire 
with this great man. 

It has been doubted whether he was a more excel¬ 
lent captain or good man. 3 He sought not power for 
himself, hut for his country; and carried his disinte¬ 
restedness to such a pitch, that at his death he did not 
leave sufficient wealth to defray the expenses of his 
funeral. Truly a philosopher, and poor by inclina¬ 
tion he despised riches, without affecting any reputa¬ 
tion from that contempt; and if Justin may be believed, 
he coveted glory as little as he did money. It was 
always against biswill that commands were conferred 
upon him; and he behaved himself in them in such 
a manner, as did more honour to the dignities, than 
the dignities to him. 

Though poor himself, and without any estate, his 
very poverty, by drawing upon him the esteem and 
confidence of the rich, gave him the opportunity of 
doing good to others. One of his friends being in 
great necessity, Epaminondas sent him to a very rich 
citizen, with orders to ask him for 1000 crowns in his 
name. 4 That rich man coming to his house, to know 
his motives for directing his friend to him upon such 
an errand; “ Why,” 5 replied Epaminondas, “ it is be¬ 
cause this honest man is in want, and you are rich.’' 6 

He had imbibed those generous and noble senti¬ 
ments from the study of polite learning and philoso¬ 
phy, 7 which he had made his usual employment and 
sole drlight from his earliest infancy; so that it was 
surprising, and a question frequently asked how, and 
at what time, it was possible for a man, always busy 
amongst books, to attain, or rather seize, the know¬ 
ledge of the art military in so great a degree of per¬ 
fection. Fond of leisure, which he devoted to the 
study of philosophy, his darling passion, he shunned 
public employments, and intrigued only to exclude 
himself from them. His moderation concealed him 
so well, that he lived obscure and almost unknown. 
His merit, however, discovered him. He was taken 
from his solitude by force, to be placed at the head 
of armies; and he demonstrated that philosophy, 
though generally despised by those who aspire at the 
glory of arms, is wonderfully well calculated to form 
heroes. For besides its being the greatest step to¬ 
wards conquering the enemy, to knowhow to conquer 
one’s self, in this school unciently were taught the 
great maxims of true, policy, 8 the rules of every kind 
of duty, the motives for a true discharge of them, what 
we owe to our country, the right use of authority, 
wherein true courage consists, in a word, the qualities 
that form the good citizen, statesman, and great cap¬ 
tain. 

He possessed all the ornaments of the mincl: he had 
the talent of speaking in perfection, and was well 
versed in the most sublime sciences. But a modest 
reserve threw a veil over all those excellent qualities, 
which still augmented their value, and he knew not 
what it was to be ostentations of them. Spintharus, 
in giving his character, said, “ That he never had met 
a man, who knew more, and spoke less.” 9 

It may be said therefore in praise of Epaminondas, 
that he falsified the proverb, which treated the Boeo¬ 
tians as boorish and stupid. This was the notion com¬ 
monly entertained of them; 10 and it was imputed to 


3 Fuit incertum, vir melior an dux esset. Nora et imps* 
rium non sibi semper seil patriae qusesivit; et pecunife arleo 
parcus fuit, ut euinptus funcri defuerit. Glorite quoque non 
cupidior, quam pccunia?; quippe leeusanti omnia imperils 
ingesta sunt, honoresque ita gessit, ornamentum non acei 
pere, sed dnri ipsi dignitati videretnr. Justin. 

4 A talent, ^ » Plot, de prajeept. reipub. ger. 809. 

6 <r Or« sTirev, evTOf «uv, 7rtvys jctt** <rv Sc sr\ou 

Tfis. 

i Jam literarum stadium, jam philosopbi$ doctrina tanta 
ut mirabile videretur, unde tam insignia militise scienti 
bomini inter literas nato. Justin. 

s The works of Plato, Xenophon, and Aristotle, are proof 
of this. 

s Plut. de audit, p. 39. 

ro Inter locorum naturas quantum lutersit, videmus- 
Athenis tenue ca-lum, ex quo auctiores eliam putanlur At- 
tiei; crassum Thebis, itaque pingues Tbebani. Cic. de 
Fato , n. 7. 
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the gross air of the country, as the Athenian delicacy 
of taste was attributed to the subtlety of the air they 
breathed. Horace says, that to judge of Alexander 
from his bad taste for poetry, one would swear him 
a true Boeotian. 

BcEotum in crasso jurares aere natum. 

Epist. i. 1, 2. 

In thick Boeotian air you’d swear him born. 

When Alcibiades was reproached with having little 
inclination to music, he thought fit to make this ex¬ 
cuse: “It is for Thebans to sing as they do, 1 who 
know' not how to speak.” Pindar and Plutarch, who 
had very little of the soil in them, and who are proofs 
that genius is of all nations, do themselves condemn 
the stupidity of their countrymen. Epaminondas did 
honour to his country, not only by the greatness of 
his military exploits, but by that sort of merit which 
results from elevation of genius and the study of the 
sciences. 

I shall conclude this portrait and character with a 
circumstance that gives place to nothing in all his 
other excellencies, and which may even be preferred 
to them, as it indicates a good heart, and a tenderness 
and sensible disposition; qualities very rare amongst 
the great, but infinitely more estimable than all those 
splendid attributes which the generality of mankind 
commonly gaze at with admiration, and fancy almost 
the only objects worthy of either being imitated or 
envied. The victory at Leuctra bad drawn the eyes 
and admiration of all the neighbouring states upon 
Epaminondas, and caused him to be looked upon as 
the supporter and restorer of Thebes, as the triumph¬ 
ant conqueror of Sparta, as the deliverer of all Greece- 
ill a word, as the greatest man, and the most excellent 
captain, that ever was in the world. In the midst of 
this universal applause, so capable of intoxicating, in 
a manner, the general of an army, Epaminondas, little 
sensible to so affecting and so deserved a glory, “ My 
joy,” 2 said he, “arises from niy sense of that which 
the news of my victory will give my father and my 
mother.” 

Nothing in history seems to me so valuable as such 
sentiments, w r hich do honour to human nature, and 
proceed from a heart which neither false glory nor 
false greatness have corrupted. I confess it is with 
grief I see these noble sentiments daily expire amongst 
us, especially in persons whose birth and rank raise 
them above others, who, too frequently, are neither 
good fathers, good sons, good husbands, nor good 
friends; and who would think it derogatory to them 
to express for a father or mother the tender regard, 
of which we have here so fine an example from a Fagan. 

Until Epaminondas’s time, two cities had exercised 
alternately a kind of empire over all Greece. The 
justice and moderation of Sparta had at first acquired 
it a distinguished pre-eminence, which the pride and 
haughtiness of its generals, and especially of Pausa- 
nias, soon made it lose. The Athenians, until the Pelo¬ 
ponnesian war, held the first rank; but in a manner 
scarcely discernible in any other respect, than in their 
care to acquit themselves worthily, and in giving their 
inferiorsjust reason to believe themselves their equals. 
They judged at that time, and very justly, that the 
true method of commanding, and of continuing their 
power, was to evince their superiority only by their 
good offices and the benefits they conferred. Those 
times, so glorious for Athens, were of about forty-five 
years’ continuance, and they retained a part of that 
pre-eminence, during the twenty-seven years of the 
Peloponnesian war, which make in all the seventy- 
two, or seventy-three years, which Demosthenes as¬ 
signs to the duration of their empire; 3 but for this 
latter space of time, the Greeks disgusted by the 
haughtiness of Athens, received no laws from that 
city without reluctance. Hence the Lacedaemonians 
became again the arbiters of Greece, and continued 
so from the time Lysandcr made himself master of 
Athens, until the first war undertaken by the Atheni¬ 
ans, after their re-establishment by Conon, to with¬ 
draw themselves and the rest of the Greeks from the 
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tyranny of Sparta, which was now grown more inso¬ 
lent than ever. At length, Thebes disputed the su¬ 
premacy; and by the exalted merit of a single man, 
saw itself at the head of all Greece. But that glori¬ 
ous condition was of no long continuance, and the 
death of Epaminondas, as we have already observed, 
plunged it again into the obscurity in which he 
found it. 

Demosthenes remarks, in the passage above cited, 
that the pre-eminence granted voluntarily either to 
Sparta or Athens, was a pre-eminence of honour, not 
of dominion, and that the intent of Greece was to 
preserve a kind of equality and independence in the 
other cities. Hence, says he, when the governing 
city attempted to ascribe to itself what did not belong 
to it, and aimed at any innovations, contrary to the 
rules of justice, in established customs, all the Greeks 
thought themselves obliged to have recourse to arms, 
and without any ground of personal discontent, to 
espouse with ardour the cause of the injured. 

I shall add here another very judicious reflection 
from Polybius. 4 Pie attributes the wise conduct 
of the Athenians, in the times I have spoken of, to the 
ability of their generals, who were then at the head 
of their affairs; and he makes use of a comparison, 
which explains, not unhappily, the character of that 
people. A vessel, without a master, says he, is ex¬ 
posed to great dangers, when every one insists upon its 
being steered according to his opinion, and will not 
suffer others to guide him. If then a rude storm at¬ 
tacks it, the common danger conciliates and unites 
them; they abandon themselves to the pilot’s skill, 
and all the rowers doing their duty, the ship is saved, 
and in a state of security. But if, when the tempest 
ceases, and the weathergrowscalm again, the discord 
of the mariners revives; if they will hearken no lon¬ 
ger to the pilot, and some are for continuing then- 
voyage, whilst others resolve to stop in the midst of 
the course; if on one side they loose their sails, and 
furl them on the other; it often happens that, after 
having escaped the most violent storms, they are 
shipwrecked even in port. This, says Polybius, is a 
natural image of the Athenian republic. As long as 
it suffered itself to be guided by the wise counsels of 
an Aristides, a Themistocles, a Pericles, it came oft* 
victorious from the great dangers. But prosperity 
blinded and ruined it; following no longer any thing 
but its own caprice, and being become too insulent 
to be* advised or governed, it plunged itself into the 
greatest misfortunes. 

SECTION VIII.— death of evagoras king of 

SALAMIS. MCOCLES HIS SON SUCCEEDS HIM. AD¬ 
MIRABLE CHARACTER OF THAT PRINCE. 

The third year of the 101st Olym- 

iad, 5 and soon after the Thebans A. M. 3630. 

ad destroyed Platasm and Thespiae, Ant. J. C. 374, 
as has heen observed before, Evago¬ 
ras, king of Salamis, in the isle of Cyprus, of whom 
much has been said in the ninth book of this volume, 
was assassinated by one of his eunuchs. His son Ni- 
cocles succeeded him. He had a fine modei before 
him in the person of his father; and he seemed to 
consider it as his duty io make it his study, and to 
tread in his steps. 3 When he took possession of the 
throne,he found the public treasury entirely exhaust¬ 
ed by the great expenses which his father had been 
obliged to incur in the long war which he had to 
maintain with the king of Persia. He knew that the 
generality of Princes, upon like occasions, think every 
means just for the re-establishment of their affairs; 
but for his part, he acted upon different principles. 
In his reign there was no talk of banishment, taxes, 
and confiscation of estates. The public felicity was 
his sole object, and justice his favourite virtue. He 
discharged the debts of the state gradually; not by 
crushing the people with excessive imposts, but by 
retrenching all unnecessary expenses, and by using a 
wise economy in the administration of his revenues, 
“ I am sure,” said he, “ that no citizen can complain 
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that I have done him the least wrong: and 1 have 
the satisfaction to know that I have enriched many 
with an unsparing hand.” 1 He believed this kind 
of vanity, if it be a vanity, might be permitted in a 
prince, and that it was glorious for him to have it in 
his power to throw out such a defiance to his subjects. 

He piqued himself also in particular upon another 
virtue, 2 which is the more worthy of admiration in 
princes, as it is very uncommon among them; 1 mean 
temperance. It is most amiable, but very difficult, 
in an age and a rank of life to which every thing 
seems to be lawful, and wherein pleasure, armed 
with all her arts and attractions, is continually lying 
in ambush for a young prince, and anticipating his 
desires, to make a long resistance against the violence 
and insinuation of her assaults. Nicocles gloried in 
having never known any woman besides his wife 
during his reign, and was amazed that all other 
contracts should be treated with due regard in civil 
society, whilst that of marriage, the most sacred and 
inviolable of obligations, was broken through with 
impunity; and that men should not blush to commit 
an infidelity in respect to their wives, of which, 
should their wives be guilty, it would throw them 
into the utmost anguish and despair. 

What 1 have said of the justice and temperance 
of Nicocles, Isocrates puts into that prince’s own 
mouth; and it is not probable that he would have 
made him speak in such a manner, if his conduct had 
not agreed with such sentiments. It is in a discourse, 
supposed to be addressed by that king to his people, 
wherein he describes to them the duties of subjects 
to their princes: love, respect, obedience, fidelity, 
and unbounded devotion to their service; and to 
engage them more effectually to the discharge of 
those duties, he does not disdain to give them an 
account of his own conduct and sentiments. 

In anotherdiscourse, 3 which precedes this, Isocrates 
lays before Nicocles all the duties of the sovereignty, 
and makes excellent reflections upon that subject, of 
which I can repeat here only a very small part. He 
begins by telling him that the virtue of private per¬ 
sons is much better supported than his own, by the 
mediocrity of their condition, by the emplo}inent 
and cares inseparable from it, by the misfortunes to 
which they are frequently exposed, by their distance 
from pleasures and luxury, and particularly by the 
liberty which their friends and relations have of 
giving them advice; whereas, the generality of 
princes have none of these advantages. He adds, 
that a king, who would make himself capable of 
governing well, ought to avoid an idle and inactive 
life, should set apart a fixed time for business and 
the public affairs, should form his council of the most 
able and experienced persons in his kingdom, should 
endeavour to make himself as much superior to 
others by his merit and wisdom as he is by his 
dignity, and especially to acquire the love of his 
subjects, and for that purpose love them sincerely, 
and look upon himself as their common father. 
“ Persist,” said he, “ in the religion you have received 
from your forefathers, but lie assured that the most 
grateful adoration and sacrifice that you can offer to 
the Divinity, is that of the heart, in rendering your¬ 
self good and just. Show, upon all occasions, so 
high a regard for truth, that a single word from you 
may be more confided in than the oath of others. 
P>e'a warrior, by your ability in military affairs, and 
by such a warlike provision as may intimidate your 
enemies; but let your inclinations be pacific, and be 
rigidly exact in never pretending to, or undertaking 
any thing unjustly. The only certain proof that you 
have reigned well, will be the power of bearing this 
testimony to yourself; that your people are become 
both more happy and more wise under your govern¬ 
ment.” 

What seems to me most remarkable in this dis¬ 
course, is, that the advice which Isocrates gives the 
king is neither attended with praises, nor with those 
studied reservations and artificial turns, without 
which fearful and modest truth dares not venture to 

1 Isocrat. p. G5, GG. 
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approach the throne. This is most worthy of ap¬ 
plause, and it is still more to the credit of the prince 
than the writer. Nicocles, far from being offended 
at these counsels, received them with joy: and to 
express his gratitude to Isocrates, made him a present 
of twenty talents, that is to say, 20,000 crowns. 4 
SECTION IX.— ARTAXERXES MNEMON UNDER¬ 
TAKES THE REDUCTION OF EGYPT. IPHICRATES 
THE ATHENIAN IS APPOINTED GENERAL OF THE 
ATHENIAN TROOPS. THE ENTERPRISE MISCAR¬ 
RIES BY THE ILL-CONDUCT OF PHARNABAZUS 
THE PERSIAN GENERAL. 

ARTAXERXES , 5 after having given 
his people an interval of relaxation A. M. 3627. 
for several years, had formed the Ant. J. C. 377. 
design of reducing Egypt, which had 
shaken off' the Persian yoke long before, and made 
great preparations for war for that purpose. Achoris, 
who then reigned in Egypt, and had given Evagoras 
powerful aid against the Persians, foreseeing the 
storm, raised abundance of troops of his own subjects, 
and took into his pay a great body of Greeks and 
other auxiliary soldiers, of whom Chabrias the 
Athenian had the command. 6 He had accepted that 
office of himself, and without the authority of the 
republic. 

Pharnabazus, having been charged with this war, 
sent to Athens to complain that Chabrias had engaged 
himself to serve against his master, and threatened the 
republic with the king’s resentment, if he was not 
immediately recalled. He demanded at the same 
time Iphicrates, another Athenian, who was looked 
upon as one of the most excellent captains of his 
time, to give him the command of the body of Greek 
troops in the service of his master. The Athenians, 
who had a great interest in the continuance of the 
king’s friendship, recalled Chabrias, and ordered 
him, upon pain of death, to repair to Athens by a 
certain day, Iphicrates was sent to the Persian army. 

The preparations of the Persians went on so slow- 
1 }’, that two whole years elapsed before they entered 
upon action. Achoris,7 king of Egypt, died in that 
time, and was succeeded by Psammuthis, who reign¬ 
ed but a year. Nepheritus was the next, and four 
months after Nectanebis, who reigned ten or twelve 
years. 

Artaxerxes, 8 to draw some troops 
out of Greece, sent ambassadors A. M. 3630. 
thither, to declare to the several Ant. J. C.374. 
states, that the king’s intent was, 
they should all live in peace with each other, con¬ 
formably to the treaty of Antalcidas, that all garri¬ 
sons should be withdrawn, and all the cities suffered 
to enjoy their liberty under their respective laws. 
All (Greece received his declaration with pleasure, 
except the Thebans, who refused to conform to it. 

At length, 0 every thing being in readiness for the 
invasion of Egypt, a camp was formed at Aco, since 
called Ptolemais, in Palestine, the place appointed 
for the general rendezvous. In a review there, the 
army was found to consist of 200,000 Persians, under 
the command of Pharnabazus and 20,000 Greeks un¬ 
der Iphicrates. The naval forces were in proportion 
to those of the land; their fleet consisted of 300 gal¬ 
leys, besides 200 vessels of thirty oars, and a prodi¬ 
gious number of barks to transport the necessary pro¬ 
visions for the fleet and army. 

The army and fleet began to move at the same 
time; and that they might act in concert, they sepa¬ 
rated from each other as little as possible. The war 
was to open with the siege of Pelusium; but so much 
time had been given the Egyptians, that Nectanebis 
had rendered the approach to it impracticable, both 
by sea and land. The fleet, therefore, instead of ma¬ 
king a descent, as had been projected, sailed for¬ 
wards, and entered the mouth of the Nile called the 
Mendesian. The Nile at that time emptied itself 
into the sea by seven different channels, of which only 
two remain at this day; 10 and at each of these mouths 

* Plut. in vit. Isoc. p. 838. 8 Died. 1. xv. p. 328. 347. 

6 Cor. Nep. in Chab. et in Iphic. 1 Euseb. in Chron. 
s Diod. 1. xv. p. 355. 8 Ibid. p. 358, 359. 

io Damietra and liosetta. 


2 Isocrat. p. G4. 








PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 


437 


tnere was a fort with a strong garrison to defend the 
entrance. The IVIendesian not being so well fortified 
as that of Pelusium, where the enemy was expect¬ 
ed to land, the descent was made with no great diffi¬ 
culty. The fort was carried sword in hand, and no 
quarter given to those who were found in it. 

After this signal action, Iphicrates thought it advi¬ 
sable to sail up the Nile without loss of time, and to 
attack Memphis, the capital of Egypt. If that opi¬ 
nion had been followed before the Egyptianshad had 
time to recover the panic into which so formidable an 
invasion, and the blow already received, had thrown 
them, they would have found the capital without any 
defence, it would inevitably have fallen into their 
hands, and all Egypt been re-conquered. But the 
main body of the army not being arrived, Pbarnaba- 
zus believed it necessary to wait its coming up, and 
would undertake nothing, till he had re-assembled 
all his troops, under pretext, that they would then be 
invincible, and that there would be no obstacle capa¬ 
ble of withstanding them. 

Iphicrates, who knew that, in affairs of war espe¬ 
cially, there are certain favourable and decisive mo¬ 
ments which it is absolutely proper to seize, judged 
quite differently; and in despair to see an opportuni¬ 
ty suffered to escape, that might never be retrieved, 
he earnestly demanded permission to go at least with 
the 20,000 men under his command. Pharnabnzus 
refused to comply with that demand, out of abject 
jealousy; apprehending, that if the enterprise succeed¬ 
ed, the whole glory of the war would redound to Iphi¬ 
crates. This delay gave the Egyptians time to look 
about them. They drew all their troops together in¬ 
to a body, put a good garrison into Memphis, and 
with the rest of their army kept the field, and harass¬ 
ed the Persians in such a manner, that they prevent¬ 
ed their advancing farther into the country. After 
which came on the inundation of the Nile, which lay¬ 
ing all Egypt under water, the Persians were obliged 
to return into Phoenicia, after having lost a conside¬ 
rable part of their troops to no purpose. 

Thus this expedition, which had cost immense sums, 
and from which the preparation alone had given so 
much difficulty for upwards of two years, entirely 
miscarried, and produced no other effect, than an ir¬ 
reconcilable enmity between the two generals who 
had the command of it. Pharnabazus, to excuse him¬ 
self, accused Iphicrates of having prevented its suc¬ 
cess; and Iphicrates, with much more reason, laid all 
the fault upon Pharnabazus, But well assured that 
that nobleman would be believed at his court in pre¬ 
ference to him, and remembering what had happened 
to Conon, he determined, in order to avoid the fate 
of that illustrious Athenian, to retire secretly to Athens 
in a small vessel which he hired. Pharnabazus caused 
him to be accused there, of having rendered the expe¬ 
dition against Egypt abortive. The people of Athens 
made answer, that if he could be convicted of that 
crime, he should be punished as he deserved. But 
his innocence was too well known at Athens to give 
him any disquiet upon that account. It does notap- 
pear that he was ever called in question about it; and 
some time after, the Athenians declared him sole 
admiral of their fleet. 

Most of the projects of the Persian court generally 
miscarried by their slowness in putting them in exe¬ 
cution. 1 Their generals’ hands were tied up, and 
nothing was left to their discretion. They had a plan 
marked out for them in their instructions, from which 
they did not dare to depart. If any accident hap¬ 
pened, that had not been foreseen and provided for, 
they must wait for new orders from court, and before 
they arrived the opportunity was entirely lost. Iphi¬ 
crates, having observed that Pharnabazus took his re¬ 
solutions with all the presence of mind and penetra¬ 
tion that could be desired in an accomplished gene¬ 
ral, 2 and that nevertheless they were not carried into 
execution, asked him one day, how it happened that 
he was so quick in his views and so slow in his ac¬ 
tions? “It is,” replied Pharnabazus, “because my 
views depend only upon myself, but their execution 
upon my master.” 

i Diod. 1, xv. p, 35d. * Diod. 1, xv. p. 357. 


SECTION X.— THE LACEDAEMONIANS SEND AGE- 
SI LAUS TO THE AID OF TACHOS, WHO IIAD RE¬ 
VOLTED FROM THE PERSIANS. THE KING OF 
SPARTA’S ACTIONS IN EGYPT. II1S DEATH. TIIE 
GREATEST PART OF THE PROVINCES REVOLT 
AGAINST ARTAXERXES. 

After the battle of Man tinea, 3 both parties equally 
weary of the war, had entered into a general peace 
with all the other states of Greece, upon the king of 
Persia’s plan, by which the enjoyment of its laws and 
liberties was secured to each city; and the Messeni- 
ans were included in it, notwithstanding all the op¬ 
position and intrigues of the Laced&mionians to pre¬ 
vent it. Their rage upon this occasion separated 
them from the other Greeks. They were the only 
people who resolved to continue the war, from the 
lope of recovering the whole country of Messetiia in 
a short time. That resolution, of which Agesilaus 
was the author, occasioned him to be justly regarded 
as a violent and obstinate man, insatiable of glory and 
command, who was not afraid of involving the re¬ 
public again in inevitable misfortunes, from the ne¬ 
cessity to which the want of money exposed them of 
borrowing great sums, and of levying heavy imposts, 
instead of taking advantage of the favourable oppor¬ 
tunity that now offered to conclude a peace, and put 
an end to all their evils. 

Whilst matters were thus passing 
in Greece, 4 Tachos, who had ascend- A. M. 3641. 
ed the throne of Egypt, drew togc- Ant.J.C.363. 
theras many troops as he could to de¬ 
fend himself against the Icing of Persia, who medita¬ 
ted a new invasion of Egypt, notwithstanding the ill 
success of his past endeavours to reduce that kingdom. 

For this purpose Tachos sent into Greece, and ob¬ 
tained a body of troops from the Lacedaemonians, 
with Agesilaus to command them, whom he promised 
to make generalissimo of his army. The Lacedemo¬ 
nians were exasperated against Artaxerxes, from his 
having forced them to include the Messenians in the 
late peace, and were rejoiced to have this opportunity 
of expressing their resentment. Cbabrias, the Athe¬ 
nian, went also into the service of Tachos, but of his 
own head, and without the republic’s participation. 

This commission did Agesilaus no honour. It was 
thought below the dignity of a king of Sparta and a 
great captain, who "had made his name glorious 
throughout the world, and was then more than'eighty 
years old, to receive the pay of an Egyptian, and to 
serve a Barbarian who had revolted against his master. 
As soon as he landed in Egypt,the king’s principal 
enerals and the great officers of his house came to 
is ship, to receive and make their court to him. The 
rest of the Egyptians were as solicitous to see him, 
from the great expectation which the nnme and re¬ 
nown of Agesilaus had excited in them, and came in 
multitudes to the shore for that purpose. But when, 
instead of a great and magnificent prince, according 
to the idea which his exploits had led them to enter¬ 
tain of him, they saw nothing splendid or majestic 
either in his person or equipage, and saw only an old 
man of a mean aspect and small stature, without any 
striking appearance, and dressed in a sorry robe of a 
very coarse stuff, they were seized with an immode¬ 
rate disposition to laugh, and applied the fable of the 
mountain in labour to him. 

When he met king Tachos, and had joined hi3 
troops with those of Egypt, he was very much sur¬ 
prised at finding that he was not appointed general 
of the whole army, as he expected, but only of the 
foreign troops; that Chabrias was made general of 
the sea-forces, and that Tachos retained the com¬ 
mand-in-chief to himself. This was not the only 
mortification he had to experience. 

Tachos came to a resolution to march into Phoeni¬ 
cia, thinking it more advisable to make that country 
the sent of war, than to await the enemy in Egypt 
Agesilaus, who knew better, represented to him in 
vain, that his affairs were not sufficiently established 
to admit his removing out of.his dominions; that he 
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would do much better to remain in them,and content 
himself with acting- by his generals in the enemys’ 
country. Tachos despised this wise counsel, and ex¬ 
pressed no less disregard for him on all other occa¬ 
sions. Agesilaus was so much incensed at such con¬ 
duct, that he joined the Egyptians, who had taken 
arms against him during his absence, and had placed 
Nectanebus, his cousin, upon the throne. 1 Agesilaus, 
abandoning the king, to whose aid he had been sent, 
and joining the rebel who had dethroned him, alledgcd 
in justification of himself, that he was sent to the as¬ 
sistance of the Egyptians; and that they having taken 
up arms against Tachos, he was not at liberty to serve 
against them without new orders from Sparta. He 
despatched expresses thither; and the instructions he 
received were, to act as he should judge most advan¬ 
tageous for his country. He immediately declared 
for Nectanebus. Tachos, obliged to quit Egypt, re¬ 
tired to Sidon, from whence he went to the court of 
Persia. Artnxerxes not only forgave him his fault, 
but even gave him the command of his troops against 
the rebels. 

Agesilaus covered so criminal a conduct with the 
veil of the public utility. But, says Plutarch, let that 
delusive blind be removed, the most just and only true 
name which can be given to the action, is that of per¬ 
fidy and treason. It is true that the Lacedremonians, 
making the glorious and the good consist principally 
in the service of their country, which they idolized, 
knew no other justice than what tended to the aug¬ 
mentation of the grandeur of Sparta, and the extend¬ 
ing of its dominions. I am surprised so judicious an 
author as Xenophon should endeavour to palliate a 
conduct of this kind, by saying only, that Agesilaus 
attached himself to that of the two kings who seemed 
the best affected to Greece. 

At the same time, a third prince of the city of Men- 
des,set up for himself, to dispute the crown with Nee- 
tanebus. This new competitor had an army of 100,- 
000 men to support his pretensions. Agesilaus gave 
his advice, to attack them before they were exercised 
and disciplined. Had that counsel been followed, it 
would have been easy to have defeated a body of peo¬ 
ple raised in haste, and without any experience in 
war. But Nectanebus imagined that Agesilaus only 
gave him this advice to betray him afterwards, as he 
had done Tachos. He. therefore gave his enemy time 
to discipline his troops, who soon after reduced him 
to retire into a city, fortified with good walls,and of 
very great extent.’ Agesilaus was obliged to follow 
him thither; where the Mendesian prince besieged 
them. Nectanebus would then have attacked the ene¬ 
my before his works, (which were begun in order to 
surround the city) were advanced, and pressed Agesi¬ 
laus to that purpose; but he refused to comply at first, 
which extremely augmented the suspicions conceived 
of him. At length, when he saw the work in a suffi¬ 
cient forwardness, and that there remained only as 
much ground between the two ends of the line as’ the 
troops within the city might occupy, drawn up in bat¬ 
tle, he told Nectanebus that it was time to attack the 
enemy, that their own lines would prevent their sur¬ 
rounding him, and that the interval between them was 
exactly the space he wanted, for ranging his troops 
in such a manner as that they might all act together 
eflectively. The attack was executed according to 
Agesilaus’s plan; the besiegers were beaten, and from 
thenceforth Agesilaus conducted all the operations 
of the war with so much success, that the prince their 
enemy was always overcome, and at last taken pri¬ 
soner. 

A. M. 3643 ^he f°N 0 ' v,n £ winter, after having 
Ant *JC*361* fi ru) Iy established Nectanebus, he 
embarked to return to Lacedaemon, 
and. was driven by contrary winds upon the-coast of 
Africa, into.a place called the port of Menelaus, 
where he fell sick and died, at the age of four score 
and four years. He had reigned forty-one of them 
at Sparta; and of those forty-one he had passed thirty 
with the reputation of the greatest and most power¬ 
ful of all the Greeks, and had been looked upon as 
the leader and king of almost all Greece, till the bat- 

1 Diodorus calls him his son ; Plutarch, his cousin. 


tie of Leuctrg. His latter years did not entirely sup- 
port the reputation he had acquired; and Xenophon 
in his eulogium of this prince, wherein he gives him 
the preference to all other captains, ha9 been found 
to exaggerate his virtues, and extenuate bis faults 
too much. 

The body of Agesilaus was carried to Sparta. Those 
who were about him not having honey, with which it 
was the Spartan custom to cover the bodies they 
wished to embalm, made use of wax in its stead. His 
son Archidamus succeeded to the throne, which con¬ 
tinued in his house down to Agis, who was the fifth 
king of the line of Agesilaus. 

Towards the end of the Egyptian war, the greatest 
part of the provinces in subjection to Persia revolted. 

Artaxerxes Mnemon had been the involuntary occa¬ 
sion of this defection. That prince, of himself, was 
good, equitable, and benevolent. He loved his peo¬ 
ple and was beloved by them. He had abundance of 
mildness and sweetness of temper in his character; 
but that easiness degenerated into sloth and luxury, 
and particularly in the latter years of his life, in which 
he discovered a dislike for all business and applica¬ 
tion, from whence the good qualities which he other¬ 
wise* possessed, as well as his beneficent intentions, 
became useless and without effect. The satraps and 
governors of provinces, abusing his favour and the 
infirmities of his great age, oppressed the people, 
treated them with insolence and cruelty, loaded them 
with taxes, and did every thing in their power to 
render the Persian yoke insupportable. 

The discontent became general, and broke out, af¬ 
ter long suffering, almost at the same time on all sides. 
Asia Minor, S) ria, Phoenicia, and many other pro¬ 
vinces, declared themselves openly, and took up arms. 
The principal leaders of the conspiracy were Ario- 
barzanes satrap of Fhrygia, Mausolus king of Cnria, 
Orontes governor of Mysia, and Autophradates go¬ 
vernor of Lydia. Datames, of whom mention has 
been made before, and who commanded in Cappado¬ 
cia, was also engaged in it. By this means, half the 
revenues of the crown were on a sudden diverted 
into different channels, and the remainder would not 
have been sufficient for the expenses of a war against 
the rcvolters, had they acted in concert. But their 
union was of no long continuance; and those who had 
been the first and most zealous in shaking off'the yoke, 
were also the foremost in resuming it, and in betraying 
the interests of the others, to make their peace with 
the king. 

The provinces of Asia Minor, on withdrawing from 
their obedience, had entered into a confederacy for 
their mutual defence, and had chosen Orontes, go¬ 
vernor o,f Mysia, for their general. They had also 
resolved to add 20,000 foreign troops to those of the 
country, and had charged the same Orontes with the 
care of raising them. But when he had got the mo¬ 
ney for that service into his hands, with the addition 
of a year’s paj-, he kept it for himself, and delivered 
to the king the persons who had brought it from the 
revolted provinces. 

Reomithras, another of the chiefs of Asia Minor, 
being sent into Egypt 2 to draw succours from that 
kingdom, committed a treachery of a like nature. 
Having brought from that country 500 talents and 
fifty ships of war, he assembled the principal revolters 
at Leucas, a city of Asia Minor, under pretence of 
giving them an account of his negotiation, seized 
them all, delivered them to the king to make his 
peace, and kept the money he had received in Egypt 
for the confederacy. Thus this formidable revolt, 
which had brought the Persian empire to the very 
brink of ruin, dissolved of itself, or to speak more 
properly, was suspended for some time. 

SECTION XI .—TROUBLES AT THE COURT OF AR¬ 
TAXERXES CONCERNING HIS SUCCESSOR. DEATH 

OF THAT PRINCE. 

The end of Artaxerxes’s reign abounded with 
cabals. 3 The whole court were divided into factions 

a Diodurus says he was sent lo Tachos, but it is more 

likely that it was to Nectanebus. 

3 Plui. in Arlax. p. 1024—1027. Diod. 1. xv. p, 400. Jus¬ 
tin. 1. x. c. J, 2. 
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in favour of one or other of his sons, who pretended 
to the succession. He had 350 by his concubines, 
who were hi number 360, and three by his lawful 
wife Atossa; Darius, Ariaspes, and Ochus. To put 
a stop to these intrigues, he declared Darius, the 
eldest, his successor; and to remove all cause of 
disputing that prince’s right after his death, he 
permitted him to assume from thenceforth the title 
of king, and to wear the royal tiara.* But the young 
prince was for having something more real. Besides 
which, the refusal of Artaxerxes to give him one of his 
concubines, whom he had demanded, had extremely 
incensed him, and he formed a conspiracy against his 
father’s life, wherein he engaged fifty of his brothers. 

It was Tiribazus, of whom mention has been made 
several times in the preceding volume, who contri- 
buted the most to his taking so unnatural a resolution, 
from a like subject of discontent against the king; 
who having promised to give him first one of his 
daughters in marriage, and then another, broke his 
word both times, and married them himself. Such 
abominable incest was permitted at that time in 
Persia, the religion of the nation not prohibiting it. 

The number of the conspirators was already very 
great, and the day fixed for the execution, when a 
eunuch, well informed of the whole plot, discovered 
it to the king. Upon that information, Artaxerxes 
thought it would be highly imprudent to despise so 
great a danger, by neglecting a strict inquiry into it; 
but that it would be much more so, to give credit to 
it without certain and unquestionable proof. He 
assured himself of it with his own eyes. The conspi¬ 
rators were suffered to enter the king’s apartment, 
and then seized. Darius and all his accomplices 
were punished as they deserved. 

After the death of Darius, the cabals began again. 
Three of his brothers were competitors; Ariaspes, 
Ochus, and Arsames. The two former pretended to 
the throne in right of birth, being the sons of the 
ueen. The third had the king’s favour, who ten- 
erly loved him, though only the son of a concubine. 
Ochus, prompted by his restless ambition, studied 
perpetually tne means to rid himself of both his 
rivals. As he was equally cunning and cruel, he 
employed his craft and artifice against Ariaspes, and 
his cruelty against Arsames. Knowing the former 
to be extremely simple and credulous, he made the 
eunuchs of the palace, whom he had found means to 
corrupt, threaten him so terribly in the name of the 
king his father, that, expecting every moment to be 
treated as Darius had been, he poisoned himself to 
avoid it. After this, there remained only Arsames 
to give him umbrage, because his father and all the 
world considered that prince as most worthy of the 
throoe, from his ability and other excellent qualities. 
Him he caused to be assassinated by Harpates, son 
of Tiribazus. 

This loss, which followed close upon the other, and 
the exceeding wickedness with which both were at¬ 
tended, gave the old king a grief that proved mortal: 
nor is it surprising, that at his age he should not have 
strength enough to support so great 
A. M. 3643. an affliction. It overpowered him, 
Ant. J. C.36I. and brought him to tne grave, after 
a reign of forty-three years, which 
might have been called happy, if it had not been 
interrupted by many revolts. That of his successor 
will be no less disturbed with them. 

SECTION XII.— causes of tiie frequent insur¬ 
rections AND REVOLTS IN THE PERSIAN EMPIRE. 
I HAVE taken care in relation to the seditions that 
happened in the Persian empire, to observe from 
time to time the abuses which occasioned them. But 
as these revolts were more frequent than ever in the 
latter years, and will be more so, especially in the 
succeeding reign, I thought it would be proper to 
unite here, under one point of view, the different 
causes of these insurrections, which foretell the 
approaching decline of the Persian empire. 

1 This tiara was a turban, or kind of head-dress, wilh the 

plime of feathers standing upright upon it. The seven 

counsellors had also plumes of feathers, but these they wore 
asant, and before, AH others wore them aslant, and behind. 
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I. After the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus, the 
kings of Persia abandoned themselves more and more 
to the charms of voluptuousness and luxury, and the 
delights of an indolent and inactive life. Shut up 
generally in their palaces, amongst women and a 
crowd of flatterers, they contented themselves with 
enjoying, in soft effeminate ease and idleness, the 
pleasure of universal command, and make their 
grandeur consist in the splendid glare of riches and 
an expensive magnificence. 

H. They were, besides, princes of no great talents 
for the conduct of affairs, of small capacity in the art 
of governing, and void of taste for glory. Not 
having a sufficient extent of mind to animate all the 
parts of so vast an empire, nor sufficient strength to 
support the weight of it, they transferred to their 
officers the cares of public business, the fatigues of 
commanding armies, and the dangers which attend 
the execution of great enterprises; confining their 
ambition to bearing alone the lofty title of the Great 
King, and the King of kings, 

III. The great officers of the crown, the govern¬ 
ment of the provinces, the command of armies, were 
generally bestowed upon people without either the 
claim of service or merit. It was the influence of the 
favourites, the secret intrigues of the court, the 
solicitations of the women of the palace, which 
determined the choice of the persons who were to 
fill the most important posts of the empire, and 
appropriated the rewards due to the officers who had 
done the state real service, to their own creatures. 

IV. These courtiers, frequently, through a base 
and mean jealousy of the merit that gave them 
umbrage and reproached their small abilities, re¬ 
moved their rivals from public employments, and 
rendered their talents useless to the state. Some¬ 
times they would even cause their fidelity to be 
suspected by false informations, 1 2 bring them to trial 
as criminals against the state, 3 and force the king’s 
most faithful servants, in order to defend themselves 
against their calumniators, to seek their safety in 
revolting and in turning those arms against their 
prince, which they had so often made triumph for his 
glory and the service of the empire. 

V. The ministers, to hold the generals in depen¬ 
dence, restrained them under such limited orders as 
obliged them to let slip the opportunities of conquer¬ 
ing, and prevented them, by waiting for new orders, 
from pushing their advantages. They also often 
made them responsible for their bad success, after 
having let them want every thing necessary to 
conduct to it. 

VI. The kings of Persia had extremely degene¬ 
rated from the frugality of Cyrus and the ancient 
Persians, who contented themselves with cresses and 
salads for their food, and water for their drink. The 
whole nobility had been infected with the contagion 
of this example. In retaining the single meal of their 
ancestors, they made it last during the greatest part 
of the day, and prolonged it far into the night by 
drinking to excess; ana far from being ashamed of 
drunkenness, they made it their glory, as we have 
seen in the younger Cyrus. 

VII. The extreme remoteness of the provinces, 
which extended from the Caspian and Euxine to the 
Red Sea and Ethiopia, and from the rivers Ganges 4 * 
and Indus to the iEgean Sea, was a great obstacle to 
the fidelity and affection of the people, who never 
had the satisfaction to enjoy the presence of their 
masters; who knew them only by the weight of their 
taxations, And by the pride and avarice of their satraps 
or governors; and who, in transporting themselves to 
the court, to make their demands and complaints 
there, could not hope to find access to princes, who 
believed it contributed to the majesty of their per¬ 
sons to make themselves inaccessifile and invisible. 

.VIII. The multitude of the provinces in subjection 
to Persia did not compose a uniform empire, nor the 


s Pharnabazus, Tiribazus. 3 Data meg, &c. 

* [Our author is mistaken here. The Persian empiro 
never extended to the Ganges. It. extended only a short 
way beyond the Indus, into the Punjaub. See a former 
note on Darius’ conquest of India.] 
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regular body of a state whose members were united 
by the common ties of interest, manners, language, 
and religion, and animated with the same spirit of 
government, under the guidance of the same laws. 
It was rather a confused, disjointed, tumultuous, and 
even forced assemblage of different nations, formerly 
free and independent; of whom some, who were torn 
from their native countries and the sepulchres of their 
forefathers, saw themselves with grief transported in¬ 
to unknown regions, or amongst enemies, where they 
persevered in retaining their own laws and customs, 
and a form of government peculiar to themselves. 
These different nations, who not only lived without 
any common tie or relation between them, but with a 
diversity of manners and worship, and often with an¬ 
tipathy of characters and inclinations, desired nothing 
so ardently as their liberty and re-establishment in 
their own countries. All these people therefore were 
unconcerned for the preservation of an empire 
which was the sole obstacle to their so warm and just 
desires, and could not feel any affection fora govern¬ 
ment that treated them always as strangers and sub¬ 
jected nations, and never gave them any share in its 
authority or privileges. 

IX. The extent of the empire, and its remoteness 
from the court, made it necessary to give the viceroys 
of the frontier provinces a very great authority in every 
branch of government; to raise and pay armies; to 
impose tributes; to adjudge the quarrels of cities, 
provinces, and vassal kings; and to make treaties 
with the neighbouring states. A power so extensive 
and almost independent, in which they continued 
many years without being changed, and without col¬ 
leagues or council to deliberate upon the affairs of 
their provinces, accustomed them to the pleasure of , 


commanding absolutely and of reigning. In conse¬ 
quence of which, it was with great repugnance they 
submitted to be removed from their governments, and 
often endeavoured to support themselves in them by 
force of arms. 

X. The governors of provinces, the generals of ar¬ 
mies, and all the other officers and ministers, gloried 
in imitating in their equipages, tables, furniture, and 
dress, the poinp and splendour of the court in which 
they had been educated. To support so destructive 
a pride, and to supply expenses so much above the for¬ 
tunes of private persons, they were reduced to op¬ 
press the subjects under their jurisdiction with ex¬ 
orbitant taxes, flagrant extortions, and the shameful 
traffic of a public venality, that set those offices to 
sale for money, which ought to have been granted 
only to merit. All that vauity lavished, or luxury 
exhausted, was made good by mean arts, and the 
violent rapaciousness of an insatiable avarice. 

These gross irregularities, and abundance of others, 
which remained without remedy, and which were 
daily augmented by impunity, tired the people’s pa¬ 
tience, and occasioned a general discontent amongst 
them, the usual forerunner of the ruin of states. 
Their just complaints, long time despised, were fol¬ 
lowed by an open rebellion of several nations, who 
endeavoured to do themselves that justice by force, 
which was refused to their remonstrances. In such 
a conduct, they failed in the submission and fidelity 
which subjects owe to their sovereigns; but Pagan¬ 
ism did not carry its lights so far, and was not capa¬ 
ble of so sublime a perfection, which was reserved 
for a religion that teaches, that no pretext, no injus¬ 
tice, no vexation, can ever authorise the rebellion of 
a people against their prince. 
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SECTION. I.— OCHUS ascends the throne of 
PERSIA. HIS CRUELTIES. P.EVOLT OF SEVERAL 
NATIONS. 

The more the memory of Artaxerxes Mnemon 
was honoured and revered throughout the whole em¬ 
pire, the more Ochus believed he had reason to fear 
for himself; convinced, that in succeeding to him, he 
should not find the same favourable dispositions in 
the people and nobility, by whom he had made him¬ 
self abhorred for the murder of his two brothers.. To 
revent that aversion from occasioning his exclusion, 1 
e prevailed upon the eunuchs, and others about the 
king’s persons, to conceal his death from the public. 
He began by taking upon himself the administration 
of affairs, giving orders and sealing decrees in the 
name of Artaxerxes, as if he had been still alive; and 
by one of those decrees he caused himself to be pro¬ 
claimed king throughout the whole empire, still by the 
order of A rtaxerxes. After having governed in this 

* Polyfen. Strata*. vii. 


manner almost ten months, believing himself suffi¬ 
ciently established, he at length declared the death 
of his father, and ascended the throne, taking upon 
himself the name of Artaxerxes. Au¬ 
thors, however, most frequently give A. M. 3644. 
him that of Ochus, by which name I Ant. J. C.360. 
shall generally call him in the sequel 
of this history. 

Ochus was the most cruel and wicked of all the 
princes of his race, as his actions soon evinced. In a 
very short time the palace and the whole empire were 
filled with his murders. To remove from the revolt¬ 
ed provinces all pretext of set'ting some other of the 
royal family upon the throne, 2 and to rid himself at 
once of all trouble that the princes and princesses of 
the blood might occasion him, he put them all to 
death, without regard to sex, age or proximity of 
blood. He caused his own sister Ocha, whose daugh¬ 
ter he had married, to be buried alive; and having 


a Justin. 1. x. c. 3. 
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shut up one of his uncles, with 100 of his sons and 
grandsons, 1 in a court of the palace, he ordered them 
all to be shot to death with arrows, only because those 
princes were much esteemed by the Persians for their 
probity and valour. That uncle is probably the fa¬ 
ther of Sisygambis, the mother of Darius Codoman- 
lius: for Quintus Curtius 2 tells us that Ochus had 
caused fourscore of her brothers, with their father, to 
be massacred in one day. He treated with the same 
barbarity, throughout the whole empire, all those who 
gave him any umbrage, sparing none of the nobility 
whom he suspected of harbouring the least discon¬ 
tent whatsoever. 

The cruelties exercised by Ochus 
A. I\I. 3648. did not deliver him from inquietude. 3 
Ant. J. C. 356. Artabazus, governor of one of the 
Asiatic provinces, engaged Chares the 
Athenian, who commanded a fleet and a body of 
troops in those parts, to assist him, and with his aid 
defeated an army of 70,000 men sent by the king to 
reduce him. Artabazus, in reward of so great a 
service, made Chares a present of money to defray 
the whole expenses of his armament. The king of 
Persia resented exceedingly this conduct of the Athe¬ 
nians towards him. They were at that time employ¬ 
ed in the war of the allies. The king’s menace to 
join their enemies .with a numerous army obliged 
them to recall Chares. 

Artabazus, being abandoned by 
A. AI. 3651. them, had recourse to the Thebans, 
Ant.J. C. 353. of whom he obtained 5000 men that 
he took into his pay, with Pammenes, 
to command them. This reinforcement put him into 
a condition to acquire two signal victories over the 
king’s troops. Those two actions did the Theban 
troops and their commander great honour. Thebes 
must have been extremely incensed against the king 
of Persia, to send so powerful a succour to his ene¬ 
mies, at a time when that republic was engaged in a 
war with the Phocceans. It was, perhaps, an effect 
of their policy, to render themselves more formida¬ 
ble, and to enhance the price of their alliance. It is 
certain that soon after they made their peace with 
the king, 4 * who paid them 300 talents, that is to say, 
300,000 crowns, Artabazus, destitute of all support, 
was overcome at list, and obliged to take refuge with 
Philin in Macedon. 

Ocnus being delivered at length from so dangerous 
an enemy, turned all his thoughts towards Egypt, that 
had revolted long before. About the same time seve¬ 
ral considerable events happened in Greece, which 
have little or no connexion w ith the affairs of Persia. 

I shall insert them here, after w’bich I shall return to 
the reign of Ochus, not to interrupt the series of his 
history. 

SECTION II.— WAR OF THE ALLIES AGAINST THE 
ATHENIANS. 

SOME few years after the revolt of 
A. AI. 3646. Asia Alinor, of which I have been 
Ant. J. C. 358. speaking, in the third year of the 
105th Olympiad, Chios, Cos, Rhodes, 
and Byzantium, took up arms against Athens, upon 
w hich till then they had been dependant. To reduce 
them, the Athenians employed both great forces and 
great captains; Chabrias, Iphicrates, and Timotheus. 
They were the last of the Athenian generals, 6 who 
did honour to their country; no one after them dis¬ 
tinguishing himself by his merit or reputation. 

Chabrias had already acquired a great name, 6 when, 
having been sent to the aid of the Thebans, against 
the Spartans, and seeing himself abandoned in the 
battle by the allies, who had taken flight, he sustained 
alone the charge of the enemy; his soldiers, by his 
order, having closed their files with one knee upon 
the ground, covered with their bucklers, and pre- 

i Val. Max. 1. ix. c. ‘4. a Quint. Curt. I. x. c. 5. 

8 Hind. 1. xvi. p. 433, 434. ■» Diod. 1. xvi. p. 438. 

s Hicc extrema fuit ictns imperatorum Athcniensium, 

Iphicratis, Cliabria?, Timoihei; neque post illorum obitum 

quisquam dux in ilia urhe fuit tiignus inemoria. Cor. Jfep. 
in Timol. c. iv. 

6 Cor. Ncp. in Chab. c. i. 
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senting their pikes in front, in such a manner that 
they could not be broken; and Agesilaus, though 
victorious, was obliged to retire. The Athenians 
erected a statue to Chabrias in the attitude in which 
he had fought. 

Iphicrates was of a very mean extraction, his father 
having been a shoemaker. But in a free city like 
Athens, merit was the sole nobilit}'. This person may 
be truly said to have been the son of his actions. Ha¬ 
ving signalized himself in a naval combat, wherein he 
was only a private soldier, he was soon after employed 
with distinction, and honoured with a command. In 
a prosecution carried on against him before the judges, 
his accuser, who was one of the descendants of Har- 
modius, and plumed himself extremely upon his an¬ 
cestor’s name, having reproached him with the base¬ 
ness of his birth; “Yes,” replied he, “the nobility 
of my family begins in me; that of yours ends in you.” 
He married the daughter of Cotys, king of Thrace. 

7 He is ranked 8 with the greatest men of Greece, 
especially in what regards the knowledge of war and 
military discipline. He made several useful altera¬ 
tions in the soldiers’ armour. Before his time the 
bucklers were very long and heavy, and for that rea¬ 
son were too great a burden, and extremely cumber¬ 
some. He had them made shorter and lighter, so 
that, without exposing the body, they added to its 
force and agility. On the contrary, he lengthened 
the pikes and swords, to make them capable of reach¬ 
ing the enemy at a greater distance. He also changed 
the cuirasses, and instead of iron and brass, of which 
they were made before, he caused them to be made 
of linen. It is not easy to conceive how such armour 
could defend the soldiers, or be any security against 
wounds: but the linen, being soaked in vinegar, min¬ 
gled with salt, was prepared in such a manner, that 
it grew hard, and became impenetrable to the sword 
as well as fire. The use of it was common amongst 
several nations. 

No troops were ever better exercised or disciplined 
than those of Iphicrates. He kept them always in 
action, and in times of peace and tranquillity made 
them perform all the necessary evolutions, either for 
attacking the enemy, or defending themselves; for 
laying ambuscades or avoiding them; for keeping 
their ranks even in pursuit of the enemy, without aban¬ 
doning themselves to an ardour which often becomes 
pernicious; or to rally with success, after having be¬ 
gun to break and give way. So that when a battle 
was to be fought, on the first signal all was in motion 
with admirable promptitude and order. The officers 
and soldiers drew themselves up of their own accord, 
in order of battle, and even in the heat of action per¬ 
formed their parts as the most able general would 
have directed them; a merit very rare, as I have been 
informed, but very estimable; as it contributes more 
than can be imagined to the gaining of a battle, and 
implies a very uncommon superiority of genius in the 
general. 

Timotheuswas the son of Conon, so much celebra¬ 
ted for his great actions and the important services 
he had rendered his country. He did not degenerate 
from his father’s reputation, 9 cither with regard to his 
merit in the field, or his ability in the government of 
the state; but he added to those excellencies the glory 
which results from the talents of the mind, having 
distinguished himself particularly by the gift of elo¬ 
quence and a taste for the sciences. 

No captain at first ever experienced less than him¬ 
self the inconstancy of the fortune of war. 10 He had 
only to undertake an enterprise, to accomplish it. 

i Dind. 1. xv. p. 3G0. Cor. Nop. in Ipliic. c. 1. 

» Iphicrates Athcniensis, non tam magnitudino rcrum 
gestarum, quam disciplina militari nobiliiatus cst. Fuit 
enirn talis dux, lit non solum setatis suae cum primis compa- 
rarctur, sed nc de majoribus natu quidern quisquam ante- 
poncrctnr. Cor. J^Tep. 

» flic a patre aceeptam gloriam muhis nuxit virtutibus. 
Fuit cnim disertus, impiger, taboriosus, rci militaris peritus, 
neque minus civitalis regcndie.^ Cor. J\Tep, c. i. 

Timoilicus Con on is filius, cum belli laude non inferior 
fuisset quam pater, ad earn laudem doctrine et ingenii glori¬ 
am adjecil. C/c. I. i. de Ojfiic. n. 110. 

io Flut. S}1. p. 454. 
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Success perpetually attended his views and desires. 
Such uncommon prosper'd}' did not fail to excite jea¬ 
lousy.* Those who envied him, as I have already ob¬ 
served, caused him to be painted asleep, with Fortune 
by his side taking cities tor him in nets. Timotheus 
retorted coolly, “ If I take places in my sleep, what 
shall I do when I am awake?” He took the thing af¬ 
terwards more seriously; and angry with those who 
pretended to lessen the glory of his actions, declared 
in public, that he did not owe his success to Fortune, 
but to himself. That goddess, says Plutarch, offended 
at his pride and arrogance, abandoned him afterwards 
entirely, and he was never successful afterwards. 
Such were the chiefs employed in the war of the allies. 

The war and the campaign opened with the siege 
of Chios. Chares commanded the land, and Chabrias 
the sea forces. 1 All the allies exerted themselves in 
sending aid to that island. Chabrias, having forced 
the mouth of the harbour, entered it notwithstanding 
all the endeavours of the enemy. The other galleys 
were afraid to follow, and abandoned him. He was 
immediately surrounded on all sides, and his vessel 
exceedingly damaged by the assaults of the enemy. 
He might have saved himself by swimming to the 
Athenian fleet, as his soldiers did; but from a mista¬ 
ken principle of glory, he thought it inconsistent with 
the duty of a general to abandon his vessel in such a 
manner, and preferred a death, glorious in his opinion, 
to a shameful (light. 

This first attempt having miscarried, both sides ap¬ 
plied themselves vigorously to making new prepara¬ 
tions. The Athenians fitted out a fleet of sixty gal¬ 
leys, and appointed Chares to command it, and armed 
sixty more under Iphicrates and Timotheus. The 
fleet of the allies consisted of 100 sail. After having 
ravaged several islands belonging to the Athenians, 
where they made a great booty, they undertook the 
siege of Samos. The Athenians on their side, having 
united all their forces, besieged Byzantium. The 
allies made all possible haste to its relief. The two 
fleets being in view of each other, were preparing to 
fight, when suddenly a violent storm arose: notwith¬ 
standing which, Chares resolved to advance against 
the enemy. The two other captains, who had more 
prudence and experience than he, thought it impro¬ 
per to hazard a battle in such a conjuncture. Chares, 
enraged at their not following his advice, called the 
soldiers to witness, that it was not his fault they did 
defeat the enemy. He was naturally vain, ostenta¬ 
tious, and self-conceited; one who exaggerated his 
own services, depreciated those of others, and arro¬ 
gated to himself the whole glory of success. He 
wrote to Athens against his two colleagues, and ac¬ 
cused them of cowardice and treason. Upon his 
complaint, the people, 2 capricious, warm, suspicious, 
and naturally jealous of such as were distinguished by 
their extraordinary merit or authority, recalled those 
two generals, and brought them to a trial. 

The faction of Chares, which was very powerful at 
Athens, having declared against Timotheus, he was 
sentenced to pay a fine of 100 talents; 3 a worthy re¬ 
ward for the noble disinterestedness he had shown 
upon another occasion, in bringing home to his coun¬ 
try 1200 talents arising from the booty taken from the 
enemy, 4 without reserving any part for himself! He 
could bear no longer the sight of an ungrateful city, 
and, being too poor to pay so great a fine, retired to 
Chalcis. After his death, the people, touched with 
repentance, mitigated the fine to ten talents, which 
they made his son Conon pay to rebuild a certain 
part of the walls. Thus,by an event sufficiently odd, 
those very walls, which his grandfather had rebuilt 
with the spoils of the enemy, the grandson, to the 
shame of Athens, repaired in part at his own expense. 

Iphicrates was also obliged to answer for himself 
before the judges. 5 It was upon this occasion that 
Aristophon, another Athenian captain, accused him 

i Diod. 1. xvi. p. 412. Cor. Nep. in Chab. c. iv. 

* Populus acer, suspicax, mobilis, adversarius, invidus 
etiam potential, doinum revoent. Cor. Ncp. 

3 One hundred thousand crowns. 

4 Twelve hundred thousand crowns. 

* Arist. Rhct. 1. ii. c, 23. 


of having betrayed and sold the fleet under his com 
mand. Iphicrates, with the confidence which an 
established reputation inspires, asked him, “ Would 
you have committed a treason of this naturel” “ No,” 
replied Aristophon, “ I am a man of too much honour 
for such an action!” “How!” replied Iphicrates, 

“ could Iphicrates do what Aristophon would not do?” 

He did not employ the force of arguments alone 
in his defence, he called in also the assistance of 
arms. 6 Instructed by his colleague’s ill success, he 
saw plainly that it was more necessary to intimidate 
than convince his judges. He posted round the 
place where they assembled a number of young 
persons armed with poniards, which they took care 
to show from time to time. They could not resist so 
forcible and triumphant a kind of eloquence, and 
dismissed him with an acquittal. When he was 
afterwards reproached with so violent a proceeeding; 
“I should have been a fool indeed,” said he, “if, 
having made war successfully for the Athenians, I 
had neglected doing so for myself.” 

Chares, by the recall of his two colleagues, was 
left sole general of the whole army, and was in a 
condition of very much advancing the Athenian 
allairs in the Hellespont, if he had known how to 
resist the magnificeut offers of Artabazus. That 
viceroy, who had revolted in Asia Minor against the 
king of Persia his master, besieged by an army of 
70,000 men, and just upon the point of being ruined 
from the inequality of his forces, corrupted Chares. 
That general, who had no thoughts but of enriching 
himself, marched directly to the assistance of Arta¬ 
bazus, effectually relieved him, and received a reward 
suitable to the service. The action of Chares was 
treated as a capital crime. He had not only aban¬ 
doned the service of the republic for a foreign war, 
but had moreover offended the king of Persia, who 
threatened by his ambassadors to equip 300 sail of 
ships in favour of the islanders who were united in 
confederacy against Athens. The credit of Chares 
saved him again upon this as it had done several 
times before on similar occasions. The Athenians, 
intimidated by the king’s menaces, applied themselves 
seriously to prevent their effects by a general peace. 

Prior to these menaces, Isocrates nad earnestly 
recommended this measure to them in a fine dis¬ 
course, which is still extant,? wherein he gives them 
excellent advice. He reproaches them with ^reat 
liberty, as does Demosthenes in almost all his orations, 
for abandoning themselves blindly to the insinuations 
of the orators who flatter their passions, whilst they 
treated those with contempt who gave them the 
most salutary counsels. He applies himself particu* 
larly to correct in them their violent passion for the 
augmentation of their power and dominion over the 
people of Greece, which had been the source of all 
their misfortunes. He recalls to their remembrance 
those happy days, so glorious for Athens, in which 
their ancestors, out of a noble and generous dis¬ 
interestedness, sacrificed every thing for the support 
of the common liberty and the preservation of Greece, 
and compares them with those sad times, wherein the 
ambition of Sparta, and afterwards that of Athens, 
had plunged both states successively into the greatest 
misfortunes. He represents to them, that the real 
and lasting greatness of a state does not consist in 
augmenting its dominions, or extending its conquests 
to the utmost, which cannot be effected without vio¬ 
lence and injustice; but in the wise government of 
the people, in rendering them happy, in protecting 
their allies, in being beloved and esteemed by their 
neighbours, and feared by their enemies. “ A state,” 
says he, “cannot fail of becoming the arbiter of all 
its neighbours, when it knows how to unite in all its 
measures two great qualities, justice and power, which 
mutually support each other, and ought to be inse¬ 
parable. For as power, not regulated by the motives 
of reasnn and justice, has recourse to the most vio¬ 
lent methods to crush and subvert whatever oppose; 
it; so justice, when unarmed and without power, ia 
exposed to injury, and is incapable of defending 
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itself, or protecting others.” The conclusion drawn 
by Isocrates from this reasoning is, that Athens, if it 
would be happy, and in tranquillity, ought to confine 
her dominion within just bounds, not to affect the 
empire of the sea for the sake of lording it over all 
other states; but to conclude a peace, whereby every 
city and people should be left to the full enjoyment 
of their liberty; and declare herself the irreconcilable 
enemy of those who should presume to disturb that 
peace, or contravene such measures. 

The peace was concluded accord- 
A. M. 3648. inglv under such conditions; and it 
Ant.J. C.356. was stipulated that Rhodes, Byzan¬ 
tium, Chios, and Cos, should enjoy 
entire liberty. The war of the allies ended in this 
manner, after having continued three years. 

SECTION III.— DEMOSTHENES ENCOURAGES THE 
ATHENIANS, ALARMED EY THE PREPARATIONS 
v MADE BY ARTAXERXES FOR WAR. HE HARANGUES 
THEM IN FAVOUR OF THE MEGALOPOLITANS, AND 
AFTERWARDS OF THE RHODIANS.* DEATH pF 
MAUSOLUS. EXTRAORDINARY GRIEF OF ARTE¬ 
MISIA, HIS WIFE. 

This peace did not entirely remove the appre¬ 
hension of the Athenians with regard to the king of 
Persia. The great preparations he was making gave 
them umbrage; and they were afraid so formidable 
an armament was intended against Greece, and that 
Egypt was only a plausible pretext with which the 
king covered his real design. 

Athens took the alarm upon this 
A.1M.3649. rumour. The orators increased the 
Ant.J. C. 355. fears of the people by their dis¬ 
courses, and exhorted them to have 
immediate recourse to arms, to prevent the king of 
Persia, by a previous declaration of war, and to make 
a league with all the states of Greece against the 
common enemy. Demosthenes made his first ap¬ 
pearance in public at this time, and mounted the 
tribunal to give his opinion. He was twenty-eight 
years of age. (I shall speak more extensively of him 
shortly.) Upon the present occasion, more wise than 
those precipitate orators, and having undoubtedly in 
view the procuring to the republic the aid of the 
Persians against Philip, he dared not indeed oppose 
in a direct manner the proposals that had been made, 
lest he should render himself suspected; but admit¬ 
ting as a principle from the first, that it was neces¬ 
sary to consider the king of Persia as the eternal 
enemy of Greece, he represented that it was not 
consistent with prudence, in an affair of such great 
consequence, to precipitate any thing; that it was 
very improper, by a resolution taken upon light and 
uncertain reports, and by a premature declaration of 
war, to furnish so powerful a prince with a just reason 
to turn his arms against Greece; that all which was 
necessary at present, was to fit out a fleet of 300 sail 
(and he entered into a copious detail of the means 
by which this was to be effected,) 1 and to hold the 
troops in readiness, to enable them to make an 
effectual and vigorous defence in case of being 
attacked; that by so doing, all the people of Greece, 
without farther invitation, would be sufficiently 
warned by the common danger tu join them; and 
that the report alone of such an armament would be 
enough to induce the king of Persia to change his 
measures, admitting that lie should have formed any 
designs against Greece. 

For the rest, he was not of opinion that it was 
necessary to levy any immediate tax upon the estates 
of private persons, in order to provide for the ex¬ 
pense of this war, which would not amount to a great 
sum, nor suffice for the occasion. “ It is better,” 
said he, “ to rely upon the zeal and generosity of the 
citizens. Our city may be said to be alorie almost as 
rich as all the other cities of Greece together. (He 
had before observed, that the estimate of the lands 
of Attica amounted to 6000 talents, about 850,000/. 
sterling.) When we shall see the danger to be real 

* I reserve this scheme for the seventh section, as it is 
rather curiors. and very proper to explain in what manner 
the Athenians fitted out, and maintained their fleets. 


and imminent, every body will he ready to contribute 
cheerfully to the expenses of the war; as none can 
be so void of reason, as to prefer the hazard of losing 
their tvhole estate with their liberty, to sacrificing n 
small part of it in order to preserve themselves and 
their country. 

“And we ought not to fear, as some people would 
insinuate, that the great riches of the king of Persia 
enable him to raise a jgreat body of auxiliaries, which 
will render his army formidable. Our Greeks, when 
they are to march against Egypt, or Oronles and the 
other barbarians, serve willingly under the Persians; 
but none of them, 1 dare affirm, not a single man of 
them, will ever resolve to bear arms against Greece.” 

This discourse had its full effect. The refined and 
delicate address of the orator, in advising the imposi¬ 
tion of a tax to be deferred, and artfully giving reason 
to suppose at the same time that it would fall only 
upon the rich, whose zeal he commended, was well 
calculated to render abortive an affair which had no 
other foundation than in the overheated imagina¬ 
tions of some orators, who were perhaps interested 
in the war they advised. 

Two years after, 2 an enterprise of 
the Lacedaemonians against Mega- A, M. 3651. 
lopolis, a city of Arcadia, gave De- Ant. J. C. 353. 
mosthenes another opportunity of 
signalizing his zeal and displaying his eloquence. 
That city, which had been lately established by the 
Arcadians, who had settled a numerous colony there 
from different cities, and which might serve a« a 
fortress and bulwark against Sparta, gave the Lacedae¬ 
monians great uneasiness, and alarmed them ex¬ 
tremely. They resolved, therefore, to attack and 
make themselves masters of it. The Megalopolitans, 
who probably had renounced their alliance with 
Thebes, had recourse to Athens, and implored its 
protection. The other states concerned sent also 
their deputies thither, and the affair was debated 
before the people. 

Demosthenes first assigns, 3 as the basis of his dis¬ 
course, this principle; that it was of. the utmost 
importance to prevent either Sparta or Thebes from 
growing too powerful, and from being in a condition 
to give law to the rest of Greece. For this purpose 
it was requisite to balance their power, and maintain 
always an exact equilibrium between them. Now it 
is evident, that if we abandon Megalopolis to the 
Lacedaemonians, they wdll soon make themselves 
masters of Messene also, two strong neighbouring* 
cities, w'hich are a check upon Sparta, and keep it 
within due bounds. The alliance we shall make with 
the Arcadians, in declaring for Megalopolis, is there¬ 
fore the most certain means to preserve so necessary 
a balance between Sparta and Thebes; because 
whatever happens, neither the one nor the other will 
be able to hurt us, whilst the Arcadians are our 
allies, tvhose forces, in conjunction with ours, will 
always be superior to those of either of the tw r o 
other states. 

A weighty objection to this advice of Demosthenes 
was the alliance actually subsisting between Athens 
and Sparta. For, in fine, said the orators who 
opposed Demosthenes, what idea will the w’orld have 
of Athens, if we change, thus with the times? or is it 
consistent w'ith justice to pay no regard tu the faith 
of treaties? “We ought,” replied Demosthenes, 
whose very words l shall repeat, in this place, “we 
ought indeed always to have justice in view, 4 and to 
make it the rule of our conduct; hut, at the same 
time, our conformity to it should be connected with 
the public good and the interest of the state. It has 
been a perpetual maxim w ith us to assist the oppress¬ 
ed.” He cites the Lacedaemonians themselves, the 
Thebans, and Euboeans, as examples. “We have, 
never varied from this principle. The reproach of 
changing, therefore, ought not to fall upon us, but 
upon those whose injustice and usurpation oblige us 
to declare against them.” 

I admire the language of politicians. To hear 
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them talk, it is always reason and the strictest justice 
that determine them: but to see them act, makes it 
evident that interest and ambition are the sole rule 
and guide of their conduct. This language is an 
effect and remnant of that regard for justice which 
nature has implanted in the minds of all men, and 
which they cannot entirely shake off. There are 
few who venture to declare against that internal 
principle in their expressions, or to contradict it 
openly. But there are also few, who observe it with 
fidelity and constancy in their actions. Greece never 
was known to have more treaties of alliance than at 
the time we are now speaking of, nor were they ever 
less regarded. This contempt of the religion of 
oaths in states is a proof of their decline, and often 
denotes and occasions their approaching ruin. 

The Athenians, 1 moved by the eloquent discourse 
of Demosthenes, sent 3000 foot and 300 horse to the 
aid of the Megalopolitans, under the command of 
Pammcnes. 2 Megalopolis was reinstated in its former 
condition, and its inhabitants, who had retired into 
their own countries, were obliged to return. 

The peace, which had put an end to the war of the 
allies, did not procure for all of them the tranquillity 
they had reason to expect from it. The people of 
Rhodes and Cos, who had been declared free by that 
treaty, only changed their master. Mausolus, king 
of Caria, who had assisted them in throwing off the 
Athenian yoke, imposed his own upon them. Having 
publicly declared himself for the rich and powerful, he 
enslaved the people, and made them suffer exceedingly. 

He died the second year after the 
A. M. 3650. treaty of peace, having reigned twen- 
Ant. J. C. 554. ty-four years. Artemisia his wife 
succeeded him; 3 and as she was sup¬ 
ported with all the influence of the king of Persia, 
she retaiued her power in the isles lately subjected. 

In speaking here of Artemisia, it is proper to 
observe, that she must not be confounded with 
another Artemisia, who lived above 130 years before, 
in the time of Xerxes, and who distinguished herself 
so much by her resolution and prudence in the naval 
battle of Salamis. Several celebrated writers have 
fallen into this error through inadvertency. 

This princess immortalized herself by the honours 
which she paid to the memory of Mausolus her hus¬ 
band. 4 She caused a. magnificent monument to be 
erected for hiru in Halicarnassus, which was called 
the Mausoleum, and for its beauty was esteemed one 
of the seven wonders of the world, and has caused 
the name of Mavsolcewn to be given to all great and 
magnificent structures of the same kind. 

She endeavoured also to eternize the name of 
Mausolus by other monuments, 5 which she believed 
more durable thau those of brass or marble, but, 
which are often no better proof against the injuries 
of time;—I mean the productions of the mind. She 
caused excellent panegyrics to be made in honour of 
her husband, and proposed a prize of great value for 
the person whose performance should be the best. 
Amongst many others, the celebrated Isocrates, and 
Theopompus his disciple, were competitors for it. 

Theopompus carriea it from them all, and had the 
weakness and vanity to boast in public of having 
gained the prize against his master; preferring, as is 
too common, the reputation of fine parts to that of a 
good heart. He had represented Mausolus in his 
history as a prince most sordidly avaricious, who 
thought all means of amassing treasure legitimate. 
He painted him, without doubt, in very different 
colours in his panegyric, or else he would never have 
pleased the princess. 

That illustrious widow prepared a different tomb 
for Mausolus, from that I have been speaking of. 6 
Having gathered his ashes, and caused the bones to 
be beaten in a mortar, she mingled some of the 
powder every day in her drink, till she had drunk it 

» Diod. 1. xv. p. 402. 

2 Thi3 is not the Pammenes of Thebes, of whom mention 

bas been made before. 

• Diod. 1. xvi. p. 43.5. « P!in. 1. x.xxvi c. 5. 

» Aul. Gel. 1. x. c. 18. Plul. in Isocrat. p. 838. 

6 Cie. Tusc. Qusest. 1. iii. n. 75. Val. Max. 1. iv. c. 0. 


all off; desiring by that means to make her own berdy 
the sepulchre of her husband. She survived him only 
two years, and her grief did not end but with her life. 

Instead of the tears in which most writers plunge 
Artemisia during her widowhood, there arc some 
who say she made very considerable conquests. It 
appears by one of Demosthenes’s orations, 7 that she 
was not considered at Athens as a forlorn relict, who 
neglected the affairs of her kingdom. But we have 
something more decisive upon this head. Vitruvius 
tells us, 8 that after the death of Mausolus, the 
Rhodians, indignant that a woman should reign in 
Caria, undertook to dethrone her. They left Rhodes 
for that purpose wiih their fleet, and entered the 
great port of Halicarnassus. The queen being in¬ 
formed of their design, had given the inhabitants 
orders to appear upon the walls, and when the enemy 
should arrive, to express by shouts and clapping of 
hands their readiness to surrender the city to them. 
The Rhodians quitted their ships, and went in alj 
haste to the place, leaving their fleet without any to 
gyard it. In the mean time, Artemisia came out 
with her galleys from the little port, through a small 
canal which she had caused to be cut on purpose, 
entered the great port, seized the enemy’s fleet, 
which was incapable of making any resistance, and 
having put her soldiers and mariners on board of it, 
she set sail. The Rhodians having no means of 
escaping, were all put to the sword. The queen in 
the meantime advanced towards Rhodes. When the 
inhabitants saw their vessels approach, adorned with 
wreaths of laurel, they raised great shouts, and re¬ 
ceived, with extraordinary marks of joy, their 
victorious and triumphant fleet. It was so in fact, 
but in another sense than they imagined. Artemisia, 
having met with no resistance, took possession of the 
city, and put the principal inhabitants to death. She 
caused a trophy of her victory to be erected in it, and 
set up two statues of brass; one of which repre¬ 
sented the city of Rhodes, and the other Artemisia 
branding it with a hot iron. Vitruvius adds, that 
the Rhodians dared never demolish that trophy, their 
religion forbidding it; but they surrounded it with a 
building which entirely prevented it from being seen. 

All this, as Bayle observes in his Dictionary, does 
not indicate a forlorn and inconsolable widow, that 
passed her whole time in grief and lamentation; 
which makes it reasonable to suspect, that all the 
marvellous reports of the sorrow of Artemisia, may 
have no other foundation than being advanced at a 
venture by some writer and afterwards copied by 
all the rest. 

I should be better pleased, for the hononr of Arte¬ 
misia, if it had been said, as there is nothing incredi¬ 
ble in it, that by a fortitude and greatness of mind, 
of which her sex affords many examples, she knew 
how to unite the severe affliction of the widow with 
the active courage of the queen, and made the affairs 
of her government serve her instead of consolation. 
Negotia pro solatiis accipiensf 

The^ Rhodians being treated by 
Artemisia in the manner we have A, M. 3653. 
related, 10 and unable to support any Ant. J. C. 351. 
longer so severe and shameful a servi¬ 
tude, had recourse to the Athenians, and implored 
their protection. Though they had rendered them¬ 
selves entirely unworthy of it by their revolt, Demos¬ 
thenes notwithstanding took upon him to speak to 
the people in their behalf. He began with setting 
forth their crime in its full light; he aggravated 
their injustice and perfidy: he seemed to enter into 
the people’s just sentiments of resentment and indig¬ 
nation, and it might have been thought he was going 
to declare in the strongest terms against the Rhodians: 
but all this was only an artifice of the orator, to in¬ 
sinuate himself into his auditors’ good opinion, and 
to excite in them quite contrary sentiments of mild¬ 
ness and compassion for r people, who acknowledged 
their fault, who confessed their unworthiness, ami 
who nevertheless were come to implore the repub 

1 Domest. de Libertat. Rhod. p. 145. 
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lie's protection. He sets before them the grand 
maxims, which in all ages had constituted the glory 
of Athens; of the lorgiviugof injuries, the pardoning 
of rebels, and the taking upon them the defence of 
the unfortunate. To the motives of glory, he an¬ 
nexes those of interest: in showing the importance 
of declaring for a city that favoured the democratic 
form of government, and of not abandoning an island 
so powerful as that of Rhodes. This is the substance 
of Demosthenes’s discourse, entitled, For the liberty 
of the Rhodians. 

The death of Artemisia, 1 which happened the same 
year, it is very likely, re-established the Rhodians in 
their liberty. She was succeeded by her brother 
Idrimus, who espoused his own sister Ada, as Mauso- 
lus had Artemisia. Jt was the custom in Caria for 
the kings to marry their sisters in this manner, and 
for the widows to succeed their husbands in the throne 
in preference to the brothers, and even the children 
of the defunct. 

SECTION IV.— SUCCESSFUL EXPEDITION of ochus 

AGAINST PHOENICIA AND CYPRUS, AND AFTER¬ 
WARDS AGAINST EGYPT. 

Ochus meditated in earnest the re- 

A. M. 3653. duction.of Egypt to its allegiance, 
Ant. J. C. 351. which had long’pretended to maintain 
itself in independence. Whilst he 
was making great preparations for this important ex¬ 
pedition, he received advice of the revolt of Phoenicia. 
That people, 2 oppressed by the Persian governors, re¬ 
solved to throw off so heavy a yoke, and made a league 
with Nectanebus king of Egypt, against whom Persia 
was marching its armies. As there was no other pas¬ 
sage for that invasion but through Phoenicia, this re¬ 
volt was very seasonable for Nectanebus, who there¬ 
fore sent Mentor the Rhodian to support the rebels, 
with 4000 Grecian troops. He intended by that 
means to make Phoenicia his barrier, and to stop the 
Persians there. The Phoenicians took the field with 
that reinforcement, beat the governors of Syria and 
Cilicia that had been sent against them, and drove 
the Persians entirely out of Phoenicia. 

The Cypriots, 3 who were not better treated than 
the Phoenicians, seeing the good success which had 
attended this revolt, followed their example, and 
joined in their league with Egypt. Ochus sent or¬ 
ders to Idriaeus, king of Caria, to make war against 
them; who immediately fitted out a fleet, and sent 
8000 Greeks along with it, under the command of 
Phocion the Athenian, and Evagoras, who is believed 
to be the son of Nieocles. It is probable that he had 
been expelled by his uncle Protagoras, and that he 
had embraced with pleasure this opportunity of re¬ 
ascending the throne. His knowledge of the country, 
and the party he still had there, might make the king 
of Persia choose him very judiciously to command in 
this expedition. They made a descent in the island, 
where their army increased to double its number by 
the reinforcements which came from Syria and Cili¬ 
cia. The hopes of enriching themselves by the spoils 
of this island, that was very rich, drew thither abun¬ 
dance of troops, and they formed the siege of Salamis 
by sea and land. The island of Cyprus had at that 
time nine cities, so considerable as to have each of 
them a petty king. But all those kings were, how¬ 
ever, subjects of Persia. They had upon this occa¬ 
sion united together to throw off that yoke, and to 
render themselves independent. 

Ochus, having observed that the Egyptian wars 
had always been unsuccessful from the ill conduct of 
the generals sent thither, resolved to take the com¬ 
mand in person. But before be set out, he signified 
his desire to the states of Greece, that they would 
put an end to their divisions, and cease to make war 
upon one another. 

It is a just matter of surprise that the court of Per¬ 
sia should insist so earnestly and so often, that the 
people of Greece should live in tranquillity with each 
other, and observe inviolably the articles of the treaty 


of Antalcidas, the principal end of which was the 
establishments of a lasting union amongst them. It 
had formerly employed a quite different policy. 

Ever since the miscarriage of the enterprise against 
Greece under Xerxes, judging gold and silver a more 
proper means for subjecting it than that of the sword, 
the Persians did not attack it with open force, but 
by the method of secret intrigues. They conveyed 
considerable sums into it privately, to corrupt those 
who had most influence and authority in the groat 
cities, and were perpetually watching occasions to 
arm them against each other, and to deprive them of 
the leisure and means of invading themselves. They 
were particularly careful to declare sometimes for one, 
sometimes for another, in order to support a kind of 
balance amongst them, which put it out of the power 
of any of those republics to aggrandize itself too much, 
and by that means to become formidable to Persia. 

That nation employed a quite difl’erent conduct at 
this time, in prohibiting all wars to the people of 
Greece, and commanding them to observe a universal 
peace, upon pain of incurring their displeasure and 
arms, against such as should disobey. Persia, with¬ 
out doubt, did not take that resolution at a venture, 
and had its reasons for behaving in such a manner 
towards Greece. 

Its design might be to soften their spirit by decrees, 
by disarming their hands; to blunt tne edge ol that 
valour which spurred them on perpetually by noble 
emulation; to extinguish in them their passion for 
glory and victory; to render languid, by long inac¬ 
tion and forced ease, the activity natural to them; 
and, in fine, to bring them into the number of those 
nations, whom a quiet and effeminate life enervates, 
and who lose in.-sloth and peace that martial ardour 
which combats and even dangers are apt to inspire. 

The king of Persia who then reigned, had a per¬ 
sonal interest, as well as his predecessor, in imposing 
these terms upon the Greeks. Egypt had long thrown 
off the yoke, and given the empire just cause of in¬ 
quietude. Ochus had resolved to go in person to 
reduce the rebels. He bad the expedition extreme¬ 
ly at heart,and neglected nothing that could promote 
its success. The famous retreat of the 10,000, with- 
out enumerating many other actions of a like nature, 
had left a great idea in Persia of the Grecian valour. 
That prince relied more upon a small body of Greeks 
in his pay, than upon the whole army of the Persians, 
numerous as it was: and he well knew, that the in¬ 
testine divisions of Greece would render the cities 
incapable of supplying the number of soldiers he had 
occasion for. 

In fine, as a good politician, he could not enter upon 
action in Egypt, till he had pacified all behindhim, 
Ionia especially, and the neighbouring provinces. 
Now, the most’certain means to hold them in obedi¬ 
ence, was to deprive them of all hope of aid from the 
Greeks, to whom they had always recourse in times 
of revolt, and without whom they were in no condi¬ 
tion to form any great enterprises. 4 

When Ochus had taken all his measures, and made 
the necessary preparations, he repaired to the fron¬ 
tiers of Phoenicia, where he found an army of 300,- 
000 foot and 30,000 horse, and put himself at the head 
of it. Mentor was at Sidon with the Grecian troops. 
The approach of so great an army staggered him, and 
he sent secretly to Ochus to make him offers not onjy 
of surrendering Sidon to him, but to serve him in 
Egypt, where he was well acquainted with the coun¬ 
try, and might be very useful to him. Ochus agreed 
entirely to the proposals, upon which he engaged 
Tennes king of Sidon in the same treason, and they 
in concert surrendered the place to Ochus. 

The Sidonians had set fire to their ships upon the 
approach of the king’s troops, in order to lay the peo¬ 
ple under the necessity of making a good defence, by 
removing all other hope of security. When they saw 
themselves betrayed, that the enemy were masters of 
the city,and that there was no possibility of escaping 
either by sea or land, in despair they shut themselves 
up in their houses, and set them on fire. Forty thou- 


i Plrab. 1 . tiv. p. 556. 

a Diod. 1. xvi. p. *139. 


3 Ibid. p. 440, 441. 


4 Diod. I, xvi. p 441—443. 
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sand men, without reckoning women and children, 
erished in this manner. The fate of Tennes their 
ing w r as no better. Ochus, seeing himself master of 
Sidon, and having no further occasion for him, caused 
him to be put to death; a just reward of his treason, 
and an evident proof that Ochus did not yield to him 
in perfidy. At the time this misfortune happened, 
Sidon was immensely rich. The fire having melted 
the gold and silver, Ochus sold the cinders ibr a con¬ 
siderable sum of money. 

The dreadful ruin of this city spread so great ter¬ 
ror over the rest of Phoenicia, that it submitted, and 
obtained conditions reasonable enough from the king. 
Oehus made no great difficulty in complying with 
their demands, because he was unwilling to lose the 
time there which he had so much occasion for in the 
execution of his projects against Egypt- 

Before he began his march to cuter that country, 
he was joined by a body of 10,000 Greeks. From the 
beginning of this expedition lie had demanded troops 
from Greece. The Athenians and Lacedemonians 
had excused themselves from furnishing him at that 
time: as it was impossible for them to do it, however 
desirous they might be, as they said,*to maintain a 
good correspondence with the king. The Thebans 
sent him 1000 men under the command of Lachares; 
the Argives 3000 under Kicostratus. The. vest came 
from the cities of Asia. All these troops joined him 
immediately after the taking of Sidon. 

The Jews must have had some share in this war of 
the Phoenicians against Persia. 1 For Sidon was no 
sooner taken than Ochus entered Judaeh, and besieged 
the city of Jericho, which he took. Besides which 
it appears that he carried a great number of Jewish 
captives into Egypt, and sent many others into Hyr- 
cania, where he settled them along the coast of the 
Caspian sea. 

Ochus also put an end to the war with Cyprus at 
the same time. 2 That of Egypt so entirely engrossed 
his attention, that in order to have nothing to divert 
him from it, he was satisfied to come to an accommo¬ 
dation with the nine kings of Cyprus, who submitted 
to him upon certain conditions, and were all conti¬ 
nued in their little states. Evagoras demanded to be 
reinstated in the kingdom of Salaniis. It was evident¬ 
ly proved, that he had committed the most flagrant 
acts of injustice during his reign, and that he had not 
been unjustly dethroned. Protagoras was therefore 
confirmed in the kingdom of Salamis, and the king 
gave Evagoras a government in another quarter. He 
behaved no better in that, and was again expelled. 
He afterwards returned to Salamis, and was seized 
and put to death. How surprising a difference be¬ 
tween Kicoclcs and his son Evagoras! 

After the reduction of the isle of Cyprus and the 
province of Phoenicia, 3 Ochus advanced at length to¬ 
wards Egypt. 

Upon his arrival, he encamped before Pelusium, 
from whence he detached three bodies of bis loops, 
each of them commanded by a Greek and a Persian, 
with equal authority. The first was under Lachares 
the Theban, and Rosaces, governor of Lydia and Io¬ 
nia. The second was given to Kicostratus the Argive, 
and Aristaxanes, one of the great officers of the 
crown. The third bad Mentor the Rhodian, and Ba- 
oas one of Ochus’s eunuchs, at the head of it. Each 
etachment bad its peculiar order. The king re¬ 
mained with the main body of the army in the camp 
which lie had made choice of at first, to wait the event, 
and to be ready to support those troops, in case of ill 
success, or to improve the advantages they might gain. 

Kectanebus had long expected this invasion, the 
preparations for which had made so much noise. He 
had 100,000 men on foot,20,000 of whom were Greeks, 
20,000 Libyans, and the rest Egyptian troops.- Part 
of them he disposed in the places upon the frontiers, 
and posted himself with the rest in the passes, to dis¬ 
pute the enemy’s entrance into Egypt. 

Ochus’s first detachment was sent against Pelusium, 
where there was a garrison of 5000 Greeks. Lachares 


besieged the place. That under Nicostratus, going 
on board a squadron of fourscore ships of the Persian 
fleet, entered one of the mouths of the Kile at the 
same time, and sailed into the heart of Egypt, where 
they landed and fortified themselves well in a camp 
which was very advantageously situated. All the 
Egyptian troops in these parts were immediately 
drawn together under Clinias, a Greek of the isle of 
Cos, and prepared to repel the enemy. A very warm 
action ensued, in which Clinias with 5000 of his troops 
were killed, and the rest entirely broken and dis¬ 
persed. t 

This action decided the success of the w T ar. Kec- 
tanebus, apprehending that Kicostratus after this vic¬ 
tory would embark again upon the Kile, and lake 
Memphis the capital of the kingdom, made all the 
haste he could to defend it, and abandoned the pas¬ 
ses, which it was of the last importance to secure, to 
prevent the entrance of the enemy. When the Greeks 
that defended Pelusium were apprised of this precipi¬ 
tate retreat, they believed all was lost, and capitulated 
with Lachares, upon condition of being sent back in¬ 
to Greece with all that belonged to them, and with¬ 
out suffering any injury in their persons or effects. 

Mentor, who commanded the third detachment, 
finding the passes clear and. unguarded, entered the 
country, and made himstlf master of it without any 
opposition. For, after having caused a report to be 
spread throughout his camp, that Ochus had given 
orders that all those who would submit should be 
treated with favour, and that such as made resistance 
should be destroyed, as the Sidonians had been; he 
let all his prisoners escape, that they might carry the 
news into the country round about. Those poor 
people reported in their towns and villages what they 
had heard in the enemy’s camp. The brutality of 
Ochus seemed to confirm it; and the terror was so 
great, that the garrisons, as well Greek's as Egyptians, 
strove which should be tbe foremost in making their 
submission. 

Kectanebus, having lost all hope 
of being able to defend himself, es- A. M. 3654. 
enped with his treasures and most Ant. J. C. 350. 
valuable effects into Ethiopia, from 
whence he never returned. He was the last king of 
Egypt of the Egyptian race, since whom it has always 
continued under a foreign yoke, according to the 
prediction of Ezekiel. 4 

Ochus, having entirely conquered Egypt in this 
manner, dismantled the cities, pillaged the temples, 
and returned in triumph to Babylon, laden with spoils, 
and especially with gold and silver, of which he carried 
away immense sums. He left the government of it to 
Pherendates, a Persian of the first quality. 

Here Manetho finishes his commentaries, 6 or histo¬ 
ry of Egypt. He was a priest of Heliopolis in that 
country, and had written the history of its different 
dynasties from the commencement of the nation to 
the times we now treat of. His work is often cited 
by Josephus, Eusebius, Plutarch, Porphyry, and seve¬ 
ral others. This historian lived in the reign of Ptole¬ 
my Pliiladelphus, king of Egypt, to whom he dedi¬ 
cates his work, of which Syncellus 6 has preserved 
us the abridgment. 

Kectanebus lost the crown by bis too good opinion 
of himself. He had been placed upon the throne by 
Agesilaus, and afterwards supported in it by the va¬ 
lour and prudence of Diophantes the Athenian, and 
Lamius the Lacedaemonian, who, whilst they had the 
command of his troops and the direction of the war, 
had rendered his armies victorious over the Persians 
in all the enterprises they had formed against him. 
It is a pity we nave no detailed account of them, and 
that Diodorus is silent upon this head. That prince, 
vain from so many successes, imagined, in conse¬ 
quence, that he w-as become sufficiently capahly of 
conducting bis own affairs by himself, and dismissed 
those persons to whom be was indebted for all those 

* Ezek. xxix. 14, 15. 

6 Syncel. p.256. Voss de Hist. Graec. 1. i. c. 14. 

6 George, a monk of Constantinople, so called from his bo- 
ins Svneellus, or vicar !o the patriarch Tarasus, towards the 
end of the ninth century. 


* Solon, c. xxxv. Euseb. in Chron. &e. 
a Diod. 1. xvi. p. 443. 3 Diod. p. 444—450. 
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advantages. He had time enough to repent his er¬ 
ror, and to discover that the rank does not confer the 
qualifications of a king. 

Ochus rewarded very liberally the 
A. M. 3655. service which Mentor the Rhodian 
Ant. J. C. 349. had rendered him in the reduction of 

Phoenicia and the conquest of Egypt. 
Before he left that kingdom, he dismissed the other 
Greeks laden with presents. As for Mentor, to whom 
the whole success of the expedition was principally 
owing, he not only made him a present of J00 talents 
in money, 1 besides many jewels of great value, but 
gave him the government of all the coast of Asia, 
.with the direction of the war against some provinces 
which had revolted in the beginning of his reign, and 
declared him generalissimo of all his armies on that 
side. 

Mentor made use of his interest to reconcile the 
king with his brother Memnon, and Artabazus, who 
had married their sister. Both of them had been in 
arms against Ochus. We have already related the 
revolt of Artabazus, and the victories he had obtained 
over the king’s troops. He was, however, overpow¬ 
ered at last, and reduced to take refuge with Philip 
king of Macedon; and Memnon, who had borne a 
part in his wars, had also a share in his banishment. 
After this reconciliation, they rendered Ochus and 
his successors signal services; especially Memnon, 
who was one of the most valiant men of his time, and 
of the greatest skill in the art of war. Neither did 
Mentor belie the high opinion entertained of him, nor 
deceive the king in the confidence he had reposed in 
him. For he had scarce taken possession ot his go¬ 
vernment, when he re-established every where the 
king’s authority, and reduced those who had revolted 
in his neighbourhood to return to their obedience; 
some he brought over by his address and stratagems, 
and others by force of arms. In a word, he knew so 
well how to improve his advantages, that at length 
he subjected them all to the yoke, and reinstated the 
king’s affairs in all those provinces. 

In the firstyear of the 108th Olym- 
A. M. 3656. piad, died Plato, the famous Atheni- 
Ant. J. C. 348. an philosopher. 

SECTION V.— DEATH OF OCHUS. ARSES SUC¬ 
CEEDS HIM, AND IS SUCCEEDED BY DARIUS CODO- 
MA.NUS. 

Ochus, 2 after the conquest of Egypt, and the re¬ 
duction of the revolted provinces of his empire, aban¬ 
doned himself to pleasure and luxurious ease during 
the rest of his life, and left the care of affairs entirely 
to his ministers. The two principal of them were 
the eunuch Bagoas, and Mentor the Rhodian,'who 
divided all power between them; so that the first had 
all the provinces of the upper, and the latter all those 
of the lower Asia under him. 

After having reigned twenty-three 
A. M. 3666. years, Ochus died of poison given 
Ant. J. C.338. him by Bagoas. That eunuch, who 
was by birth an Egyptian, had al¬ 
ways retained a love for his country, and a zeal for 
its religion. When his master conquered it, he flat¬ 
tered himself that it would be in his power to soften 
the destiny of the one, and protect the other from in¬ 
sult. But he could not restrain the brutality of his 
prince, who acted a thousand things in regard to both, 
which the eunuch saw with extreme sorrow, and al¬ 
ways violently resented in his heart. 

Ochus, not contented with having dismantled the 
cities and pillaged the houses and temples, as has been 
said, had besides taken away all the archives of the 
kingdom, which were deposited and kept with reli¬ 
gious care in the temples of the Egyptians; and in 
derision of their worship, 3 he had caused the god Apis 
to be killed, that is, the sacred bull which they adored 
under that name. What gave occasion for this last 
action was, 4 that Ochus being as lazy and heavy as he 
was cruel, the Egyptians, from the first of those quali¬ 
ties, had sriven him the insulting surname of the stu- 

i One hundred thousand crowns. 

* Diod. 1. xvi. p. 4^0. 3 JElian. I. iv. c. 8. 

« Plut. dt; Isid, et Osir. p. 303. 
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pid animal whom they found he resembled. Violent¬ 
ly enraged at this affront, Ochus said that he would 
make them sensible that he was not an ass but a lion, 
and that the ass, which they despised so much, should 
eat their ox. Accordingly, he ordered Apis to be 
dragged out of his temple, and sacrificed to an ass. 
Alter which he made his cooks dress and serve him up 
to the officers of his household. This piece of wit 
incensed Bagoas. As for the archives he redeemed 
them afterwards, and sent them back to the places 
where it was the custom to keep them; but the affront 
which had been done to his religion was irreparable; 
and that, it is believed, wtfs the real occasion of his 
master's death. 

His revenge did not stop there he caused another 
body to'be interred instead of the king’s; and to re¬ 
venge his having made the officers of the household 
eat tiie god Apis, he made cats eat his dead body, 
which he gave themyut in small pieces: and as for 
his bones, those he turned into handles for knives and 
swords, the natural symbols of his cruelty. It is very 
probable that some new cause had awakened in the 
heart of this monster bis ancient resentment; with¬ 
out which it is not to be conceived that he could 
carry his barbarity so far towards his master and be¬ 
nefactor. 

After the death of Ochus, Bagoas, in whose hands 
all power was at that time, placed Arses upon the 
throne, the youngest of all the late king’s sons, and 
put the rest to death, in order to possess with better 
security, and without a rival, the authority he had 
usurped. He gave Arses only the name of king, 
whilst he reserved to himself the whole power of the 
sovereignty. But perceiving that the young prince 
began to discover his wickedness, and was taking mea¬ 
sures to punish it, he prevented him by having him 
assassinated, and destroyed his whole’ family with 
him. Arses had reigned about two years. 

Bagoas, after having rendered the 
throne vacant by the murder of Ar- A, M. 3663. 
ses, placed Darius upon it, the third Ant.J. C. 336. 
of that name who reigned in Persia. 

•His true name was Codomauus: of him much will be 
said hereafter. 

We see here clearly the sad effect of the pernicious 
policy of the kings of Persia, who, to ease themselves 
of the weight of public business, abandoned their 
whole authority to a eunuch. Bagoas might have 
more address and understanding than the rest, and 
thereby merited some distinction. It is the duty of 
a wise prince to distinguish merit; but it is equalfy 
his duty to continue always the entire master, judge, 
and arbiter of his affairs. A prince like Ochus, that 
had made the greatest crimes serve as steps for as¬ 
cending the throne, and who had supported himself 
in it by the same measures, deserved to have such a 
minister as Bagoas, who vied with his master in per¬ 
fidy and cruelty. Ochus experienced their first ef¬ 
fects. Had he de«ired to have nothing to fear from - 
him, he should not have been so imprudent as to 
render him formidable, by giving him an unlimited 
power. 


SECTION VI.— ABRIDGMENT OF THE LIFE OF DE¬ 
MOSTHENES, TILL THE TIME OF HIS APPEARANCE 
WITH HONOUR AND APPLAUSE IN THE PUBLIC AS¬ 
SEMBLIES AGAINST PHILIP OF MACEDON. 


As Demosthenes will perform a conspicuous part 
in the history of Philip and Alexander, it is necessary 
to give the reader some previous idea of him, and to 
let him know by what means he cultivated, and to 
what a degree ol perfection he carried his talent of 
eloquence; which made him more formidable to Phi¬ 
lip and Alexander, and enabled him to render greater 
services to his country, than the highest military va¬ 
lour could have done. 


That orator, 6 born two years after 
Philip, 7 and 280 before Cicero, was A. M. 3623. 
not the son of a dirty smoky black- Ant.J. C. 381. 
smith, as Juvenal would seem to inti- 


6 ./Elian. 1. vi. e. 8. 

* I’lul. in Demosl. p. 847—849. 
i The fourth yoar of ihe ninety-ninth Olympiad. 
2 R 2 
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mate, but of a man moderately rich, who made con¬ 
siderable profit by forges. Not that the meanest ex¬ 
traction could derogate in the least from the reputa¬ 
tion of Demosthenes; his works are a higher title of 
nobility than the most splendid the world affords. De¬ 
mosthenes tells us himself, 2 that his father employed 
thirty slaves at his forges, each of them valued at 
three minse, or fifty crowns; two excepted, who were 
without doubt the most expert in the business, and 
directed the work, and those were each of them worth 
100 crowns. It is well known that part of the wealth 
of the ancients consisted yi slaves. Those forges, af¬ 
ter all charges were paid, cleared annually thirty mi¬ 
nes, that is, 1500 livres. To this first manufactory, 
appropriated to the forging of swords and such kind 
of arms, he added another, wherein beds and tables 
of fine wood and ivory were made, which brought 
him in yearly twelve mince. In this only twenty 
slaves were employed, each of* them valued at two 
mince, or 100 livres. 3 

Demosthenes’s father died possessed of an estate of 
fourteen talents. 4 His son at that time was only se¬ 
ven years of age. He had the misfortune to fall into 
the hands of sordid and avaricious guardians, who 
had no views but of making the most out of his for¬ 
tune. They carried that base spirit so far as to refuse 
their pupil’s masters the stipend due to them: so that 
he was not educated with the care which so excellent 
a genius as his required; besides which, the weak¬ 
ness of his constitution, and the delicacy of his health, 
in conjunction with the excessive fondness of a mother 
that doated upon him, prevented his masters from 
obliging him to apply closely to his studies. 

The school of Isocrates, 5 in which so many great 
men had been educated, was at that time the most 
famous at Athens. But whether the avarice of Demos¬ 
thenes's guardians prevented him from improving un¬ 
der a master, whose price was very high; 6 or that the 
soft and placid eloquence of Isocrates was not to his 
taste, at that time he studied uuder Isamus, whose cha¬ 
racteristic was strength and vehemence. He found 
means however, to get the principles of rhetoric taught 
by the former: but Plato 7 in reality contributed the 
most to form Demosthenes; he read his works with 
great application, and even received lessons from him; 
anti it is easy to distinguish in the writings of the dis¬ 
ciple, the noble and sublime air of the. master. 

But he soon quitted the schools of lsasus and Plato 
for another; 8 I mean to frequent the bar; of which 
this was the occasion. The orator Callistratus was 
appointed to plead in a full assembly the cause of the 
city of Oropus, situated between Bo?otia and Attica. 
Chabrias, having disposed the Athenians to march to 
the aid of the Thebans, who were in great distress, 
they hastened thither, and delivered them from the 
enemy. The Thebans, forgettingso great a service, 
took the town of Oropus, which was upon their fron¬ 
tier, from the Athenians. Chabrias was suspected, 9 
and charged with treason upon this occasion. Callis- 
tratus was chosen to plead against him. The reputa¬ 
tion of the orator, and the importance of the cause, 
excited curiosity and made a great noise in the city. 

Demosthenes, who was then sixteen 

A. RI. 3639. years of age, earnestly entreated his 
Ant. J. C. 365. masters to carry him with them to 
the har, that he might be present at 
so famous a trial. The orator was heard with great 
attention: and having had extraordinary success, was 

i Quern pater artlentis massat fuligine lippus, 

A earhonc et furcipibus, gladiosque paraoto 
Incude, et luteo Vulcauo ad rhetora misit. 

Juv. Sat. 10. 

* In Orat. i. eonl. Aphob. p. 806. 

3 About 41. 105. ^ “ Fourteen thousand crowns. 

* Isocrates—cujus e ludo, tanquam ex equo Trojano, in- 
numeri prir.cipcs cxicrunt. JDe Orat.xi. 94. 

e About 29/. 10s\ 

1 Leetitavisse IMatunem studiose,audivisseetiam, Demos¬ 
thenes dieitur: idque apparet ex genero et granditate ser¬ 
mon is. Cic. in Brat. n. 121. 

IUud jusjurandum, per ca^sos in Marathone ac Salamine 
propugnatorcs Rcip. satis manifesto dccet, praeceptorem ejus 
rlatonem fuisse. Quintil. 1. xii. c. 10 

*• Aul. Gel. I. iii. c. 13. 

8 DemuBt. in Midi. p. 613. 


attended home by a crowd of illustrious citizens, who 
seemed to vie with each other in praising and admi¬ 
ring him. The young man was extremely affected 
with the honours which he saw paid to the orator, 
and still more with the supreme influence of eloquence 
over the minds of men, over which it exercises a kind 
of absolute power. He was himself sensible of its 
effects; and not being able to resist its charms, he 
gave himself wholly up to it, from thenceforth re¬ 
nounced all other studies and pleasures, and as long 
as Callistratus continued at Athens, he never quitted 
him, but made all the improvement he could from 
his precepts. 

The first essay of his eloquence was against his 
guardians, whom he obliged to refund a part of his 
fortune. Encouraged by this success, be ventured to 
speak before tile people, but with very ill fortune. 
He had a weak voice, an impediment in his speech, 
and a very short breath; notwithstanding which, his 
periods were so long, that he was often obliged to stop 
in the midst of them to take breath. This occasioned 
his being hissed by the whole audience: from whence 
he retired entirely discouraged, and determined to 
renounce for ever a function of which he believed him¬ 
self incapable. One of his auditors, who, through all 
these imperfections, had observed an excellent fund 
of genius in him, and a kind of eloquence which came 
very near that of Pericles, gave him new spirit 
from the grateful idea of so glorious a resemblance, 
and the good advice which he added to it. 

lie ventured therefore, to appear a second time be¬ 
fore the people, and was no better received than be¬ 
fore. As he withdrew, hanging down his head, and 
in the utmost confusion, Satyrus, one of the most ex¬ 
cellent actors of those times, who was his friend, met 
him, and having learnt from himself the cause of his 
being so much dejected, he assured him that the evil 
was not without remedy, and that the case was not so 
desperate as he imagined. He desired him only to 
repeat some of Sophocles’ or Euripides’ verses to him, 
which he accordingly did. Satyrus spoke them after 
him, and gave them such graces by the tone, gesture, 
and spirit, with which he pronounced them, that De¬ 
mosthenes himself found them quite different from 
what they were in his own manner of speaking. He 
perceived plainly what he wanted, and applied him¬ 
self to the acquiring of it. 

Ilis efforts to correct his natural defect of utterance, 
and to perfect himself in pronunciation, of which his 
friend had made him understand the value, seem al¬ 
most incredible, and prove that an industrious perse¬ 
verance can surmount all things. He stammered to 
such a degree, 10 that lie could not pronounce some let¬ 
ters, amongst others, that with which the name of 
the art he studied begins; 11 and he was so short- 
breathed that he could not utter a whole period with¬ 
out stopping. He at length overcame these obstacles 
by putting small pebbles into his mouth, and pronoun¬ 
cing several verses in that manner without interrup¬ 
tion; and that even when walking, and going up steep 
and difficult places; so that, at last, no letter made 
him hesitate, and his breath held' out through the 
longest periods. He went also to the sea-side, 12 and 
whilst the waves were in the most violent agitation, 
he pronounced harangues, to accustom himself, by the 
confused noise of the waters, to the roar of the people, 
and the tumultuous cries of public assemblies. 

Demosthenes took no less care of his actions than 
of his voice. 13 He had a large looking-glass in his 
house, which served to teach him gesture, and at which 
he used to declaim, before he spoke in public. To 
correct a fault which he had contracted by an ill ha¬ 
bit, of continually shrugging his shoulders, he prac¬ 
tised standing upright in a kind of very narrow pul¬ 
pit or rostrum, over which hung a halbert, in such a 
manner that, if in the heat of action that motion es¬ 
caped him, the point of the weapon might serve at the 
same time to admonish and correct him. 

His pains were well bestowed; for it was by this 
means that he carried the art of declaiming to the 
highest degree of perfection of which it is capable; 


Cic. 1. i. de Orat. n. 260, 261. 
Quintil. 1. x. c. 3, 


Rhetoric. 
13 Id. I. xi. c. 3. 
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whence it is plain, he well knew its value and im¬ 
portance. When he was asked three several times, 
which quality he thought most necessary in an ora¬ 
tor, he gave no other answer than Pronunciation; 
insinuating, by making' that reply threfe times suc¬ 
cessively, 1 that qiialitication to be the only one, of 
which the want could be least concealed, and which 
was tile most capable of concealing other defects; 
and that pronunciation alone could give considerable 
weight even to an indifferent orator, when without it 
the most excellent could not hope, for the least suc¬ 
cess. He must have had a very high opinion of it, 
since, in order to attain a perfection in it, and to re¬ 
ceive the instruction of Neoptolemus, the most ex¬ 
cellent comedian then in being, lie devoted so consi¬ 
derable a sum as 10,000 drachmas, 2 though he was 
not very rich. 

His application to study was no less surprising. 
To be the more removed from noise, and less subject 
to distraction, he caused a small chamber to be made, 
for him under ground, in which he sometimes shut 
himself up for whole months, shaving on purpose 
half his head and face, that he might not be in a con¬ 
dition to go abroad. It was there, by the light of a 
small lamp, he composed the admirable orations 
which were said, by those who envied him, to smell 
of the oil; to imply, that they were too elaborate. 
“ It is plain,” replied he, “yours did not cost you so 
much trouble.” He rose very early in the morning, 3 
and used to say, that he was sorry when any work¬ 
man was at his business before him, We may judge 
of his extraordinary efforts 4 to acquire perfection of 
every kind, from the pains he took in copying Thu¬ 
cydides’ history eight times with his own hand, in 
order to render the style of that great man familiar to 
him. 

Demosthenes, after having exercised his talent of 
eloquence ill several private causes, made his ap¬ 
pearance in full light, and mounted the tribunal, to 
treat there upon the public affairs; with what suc¬ 
cess we shall see hereafter. Cicero 5 tells us that his 
success was so great, that all Greece came in crowds 
to Athens to hear Demosthenes speak: and he adds, 
that merit, so great as his, could not but have had 
that effect. I do not examine in this place into the 
character of his eloquence; J have enlarged suffi¬ 
ciently upon that elsewhere; 6 I only consider its 
wonderful effects. 

If we may believe Philip, and upon this point he 
is certainly an evidence of unquestionable authority, 
the eloquence of Demosthenes alone did him more 
hurt than all the armies and fleets of the Athenians, 7 
His harangues, he said, were like machines of war, 
and batteries raised at a distance against him; by 
which he overthrew all his projects, and ruined his 
enterprises, without its being possible to prevent 
their effect. “For I myself,” says Philip of him, 
“had I been present,and’heard that vehement orator 
declaim, I should have been the first to conclude that 
it was indispensably necessary to declare war against 
me.” No city seemed impregnable to that prince, 
provided he could introduce a mule laden with gold 
into it: but he confessed, that, to his sorrow, Demos¬ 
thenes was invincible in that respect, and that he 
always found him inaccessible to his presents. After 
the battle of Chteronea, Philip, though victor, was 
struck with extreme dread at the prospect of the 
great danger to which that orator, by the powerful 

i Actio in dicciulo una dominatur. Sine hac stimmus 
orator esse numero nullo polcst: mediocris, hac. instructus, 
summus $®pe suptrurc. Ibiio primas dedisse Demosthenes 
dicitur, cum rogarotur quid in dieendu esset primum ; huic 
aecundus, huic tertian. Cic, de Orat. 1. iii. n. 213. 

a Ahout 210/. sterling. 

3 Cui non sunt audit® Demosthenis vigili®? qui dolere 
se alcbat, si quando opifienm antclucana victus esset indus¬ 
trial. Tusc. (liucst. I. iv. n. 44, 

* Lucian, advers. Indent, p. 639. 

6 Ne illud quidem intelligent, non modo ita memori® 
proditum esse, sed itaneees.se fuisse, ciim Demosthenes die- 
turus esset, ut conr.ursus, audiendi causa ex tota Grrecia fie- 
rent. In Brut . n. 239. 

4 Art of studying the Belles Leltres, vol. ii, 

* Lucian, in Encom. Demosth. p.940, 941, 


league he had been the sole cause of forming against 
him, and had exposed both himself and his kingdom. 

Antipater spoke of him in similar terms. 8 “ I value 
not,” said he, “the Piraeus, the galleys, anti armies 
of the Athenians. For what have we to fear from a 
people continually employed in games, feasts, and 
bacchanalian rites? Demosthenes alone gives me 
pain. Without him, the Athenians are in no respect 
different from the meanest people of Greece. He 
alone excites and animates them. It is he that 
rouses them from their lethargy and stupefaction, 
and puts arms and oars into their hands almost 
against their will. Incessantly representing to them 
the famous battles of Marathon and Salamis, he trans¬ 
forms them into new men by the ardour of his dis¬ 
courses, and inspires them with incredible valour 
and boldness. Nothing escapes his penetrating eyes 
nor his consummate prudence. He foresees all our 
designs, he countermines all our projects, and dis¬ 
concerts us in every thing; and did Athens entirely 
confide in him, and wholly follow bis advice, we 
should be irremediably undone. Nothing can tempt 
him, nor diminish his love for his country. All the 
gold of Philip finds no more access to him, than that 
of Persia did formerly to Aristides.” 

He was reduced by necessity to give this glorious 
testimony for himseif, in making good his defence 
against iEsehines, his accuser and declared enemy. 
“ Whilst all the orators have suffered themselves to 
be corrupted by the presents of Philip and Alex¬ 
ander, it is well known,” says he, “that neither deli¬ 
cate conjunctures, nor engaging expressions, nor 
magnificent promises, nor hope, nor fear, nor favour, 
nor any thing in the world, have ever been able to 
induce me to relax in any point, which I thought 
favourable either to the rights or interest of my 
country.” He adds, that instead of acting like those 
mercenary persons, who, in all they proposed, de¬ 
clared for such as paid them best, like scales, that 
always incline to the side from whence they receive 
most; he, in all the counsels he had given, had solely 
in view the interest and glory of his country, and 
that he had always continued inflexible and incor¬ 
ruptible by the Macedonian gold. The sequel will 
show whether he supported that character to the end. 

Such was the orator who is about to ascend the 
tribunal, or rather the statesman who is going to 
enter upon the administration of the public affairs, 
and to be the principle and soul of all the enter¬ 
prises of Athens against Philip of Macedon. 

SECTION VII— DIGRESSIONS UPON THE MANNER 
OF FITTING OUT FLEETS BY THE ATHENIANS, AND 
THE EXEMPTIONS AND OTHER MARKS OF HONOUR 
GRANTED BY THAT CITY TO SUCH AS IIAD REN¬ 
DERED IT GREAT SERVICES. 

The subject of this digression ought properly to 
have had place in that part of this volume where I 
have treated of the maritime affairs of the Athenians. 
But at that time I had not in my thoughts those 
orations of Demosthenes which speak of them. It is 
a deviation from the chain of the history, which the 
reader maj^ easily pass over, if he thinks fit. 

The word Trierarchs 9 signifies no more in itself 
than commanders of galleys. But those citizens 
were also called Trierarchs who were appointed to 
fit out the galleys in time of war, and tn furnish 
them with ail things necessary, or at least with part 
of them. 

They were chosen out of the richest of the people, 
and there was no fixed number of them. Sometimes 
two, sometimes three, and sometimes even ten Trier¬ 
archs were appointed to equip one vessel. 

At length the number of Trierarchs in general was 
fixed at 1200, 10 in this manner. Athens was divided 
into ten tribes. A hundred and twenty of the richest 
citizens of each tribe, were nominated to furnish the 
expenses of these armaments; and thus each tribe 
furnishing six score, the number of the Trierarchs 
amounted to 1200. 


s Lucian, in Encom. Demostli. p.934—936. 
b J0 Ulpian. in Olyath. ii. p. 33. 
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Those 1200 men were again divided into two parts, 
of 600 each; and those 600 subdivided into two more, 
each of 300. The first 300 were chosen from among 
such as were richest. Upon pressing occasions they 
advanced the necessary expenses, and'were reim¬ 
bursed by the other 300, who paid their proportion 
as the state of their atfairs would admit. 

A law was afterwards made, whereby those 1200 
were divided into different companies, each consist¬ 
ing of sixteen men, w ho joined in the equipment of a 
galley. That law was very heavy upon the poorer 
citizens, and radically unjust, as it decreed that this 
number of sixteen should be chosen by their age, 
and not their estates. It ordained that all citizens, 
from twenty-five to forty, should be included in one 
of these companies, and contribute one-sixteenth; so 
that by this law the poorer citizens were to con¬ 
tribute as much as the most opulent, and often found 
it impossible to provide for an expense so much 
above their power. From whence it happened, that 
the fleet was either not armed in time, or very ill 
fitted out; by which means Athens lost the most 
favourable opportunities for action. 

Demosthenes, 1 always intent upon the public good, 
to remedy these inconveniences, proposed the abro¬ 
gation of the law by another. By the latter, the 
Trierarchs were to be chosen, not by the number of 
their years, but the value of their fortunes. Each 
citizen, whose estate nmounted to ten talents, 2 was 
obliged to fit out one galley at his own expense; and 
if to twenty talents, two; and so on in proportion. 
Such as were not worth ten talents, were to join 
with as many others as were necessary to complete 
that sum, and to fit out a galley. 

Nothing could be wiser than this law of Demos¬ 
thenes, which reformed all the abuses of the other. 
By these means the fleet was fitted out in time, and 
provided with all things necessary; the poor were 
considerably relieved, and none but the rich dis¬ 
pleased with it. For instead of contributing only a 
sixteenth, as by the first law, they were sometimes 
obliged by the second to equip a galley by them¬ 
selves, and sometimes two or more, according to the 
amount of their estates. 

The rich were in consequence very much offended 
at Demosthenes for this regulation; and it required, 
without doubt, no small courage in him to disregard 
their complaints, and to hazard the making himself 
as many enemies as there were powerful citizens in 
Athens. Let us hear himself, “Seeing,” 8 says he, 
speaking to the Athenians, “ that your maritime 
affairs were in a ruinous condition, (he ricli pos¬ 
sessed of an immunity purchased at a very low rate, 
the citizens of middle or small fortunes overwhelmed 
with taxes, and the republic, itself, in consequence of 
these inconveniences, never attempting any thing till 
too late to be of any avail; I had the courage to 
establish a law, whereby the rich are brought hack 
to their duly, the poor relieved from oppression, and, 
what was of the highest importance, the republic 
enabled to make the necessary preparations for war 
in due time.” He adds, that there was nothing the 
rich would not have given him to forbear the pro¬ 
posing of this law, or at least to have suspended its 
execution: but he did not sutler himself to be swayed 
either by their threats or promises, and continued 
firm to the public good. 

Not having been able to make him change his 
resolution, they contrived a stratagem to render it 
ineffectual. For it was without doubt at their insti¬ 
gation that a certain person, nomed Patroclus, cited 
Demosthenes before the judges, and prosecuted him 
juridically as an infringer of the laws of his country. 
The accuser not having the fifth part of the voices 
on his side, was according to custom fined 500 
drachmas, 4 and Demosthenes acquitted of the charge. 
He himself informs us of these particulars. 

I much doubt, whether at Rome, especially in the 
latter times, the affair would have taken this turn. 

1 Demosth. in Orat. de Classib. 

* Ten thousand crowns 

8 Demosih. pro Ctesiph. p. 419. 

* Twelve pounds five shillings. 


For we see, that whatever attempts were made by 
the tribunes of the people, and to whatever ex¬ 
tremity the quarrel arose, it never was possible to 
induce the rich, who were far more powerful and 
enterprising' than those of Athens, to renounce the 
possession of the lands, which they had usurped in 
manifest contravention of the institutions of the state. 
The law of Demosthenes was approved and confirmed 
by the senate and people. 

We find, from what has been said, that the Tri- 
crarchs fitted out the galleys and equipped them at 
their own expense. The state paid the mariners and 
soldiers, generally at the rate of three Oboli , or five- 
pence a day, as has been observed elsewhere. The 
officers had greater pay. 

The Trierarch commanded the vessel, and gave all 
orders on board. When there were two of them to 
a ship, each commanded six months. 

When they quitted their office, they were obliged 
to give an account of their administration, and de¬ 
livered a state of the vessel’s equipage to their suc¬ 
cessor, or the republic. The successor was obliged 
to go immediately and fill up the vacant place; and 
if he failed to be at his post by a time assigned him, 
he was fined for his neglect. 

As the charge of Trierarch was very expensive, 
those who were nominated to it, were admitted to 
point out some other person richer than themselves, 
and to demand that he should be put into their place; 
provided they were ready to change esi^tes with 
such person, and to act as Trierarch after such 
exchange. This law was instituted by Solon, and 
was called the law of exchanges. 

Besides the equipment of galleys, which must have 
amounted to very great sums, the rich had another 
burden to support in time of war; that was, the 
extraordinary taxes and imposts laid on their estates; 
upon which sometimes (he hundredth, sometimes a 
fiftieth, and even a twelfth, were levied, according 
to the different necessities of the state. 

Nobody at Athens, 5 upon any pretence whatso¬ 
ever, could be exempted from these two charges, 
except the JVovemviri, or nine Archons, who were 
not obliged to fit out galleys. So that we see clear¬ 
ly, that without ships or money, the republic was 
not in a condition, either to support wars, or defend 
itself. 

There were other immunities and exemptions, 
which were granted to such as had rendered great 
8trvic.es to the republic, and sometimes even to all 
their descendants; such as maintaining the public 
places for the exercises with all things necessary for 
such as frequented them; instituting a public feast 
for one of the ten tribes; and defraying the expenses of 
games and shows; all which amounted to great sums. 

These immunities, as has already been said, w'ere 
marks of honour and rewards for services rendered 
the state; as well as the statues w'hich w'ere erected 
to great men, the freedom of the city which was 
granted to strangers, and the privilege of being 
maintained in the Prytaneum at the public expense. 
The view of Athens in these honourable distinctions, 
which were sometimes perpetuated through families, 
was to express their high sense of gratitude, and to 
kindle at the same time in the hearts of ther citizens 
a noble thirst of glory, and an ardent love for their 
country. 

Besides the statues erected to Harmodius and 
Aristogiton, the deliverers of Athens, their de¬ 
scendants w r ere for ever exempted from all public 
employments, and enjoyed that honourable privilege 
many ages after. 

As Aristides died without any estate, 6 and left his 
son Lysimachus no other patrimony but his glory and 
poverty,the republic gave him 100 acres of wood, and 
os much arable land, in Euboea, besides 100 minae 7 
at one payment, and four drachmas, or forty pence 
a-day. 

Athens, 8 in the services which were done it, regard 

s Demosth. ad vers. Lept. p. 545. 

e Idem in Orat. 1 ad Lep. p. 55P. 

■» About two hundred and forty pounds. 

8 Demosth. in Orat. ad Lep. p. 757. 
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ed more the good will than the action itself. A 
certain person' of Cyrene, named Epicerdus, being 
at Syracuse when "the Athenians were defeated, 
touched with compassion for the unfortunate pri¬ 
soners dispersed in Sicily, whom he saw ready to 
expire for want of food, distributed 100 minae amongst 
them, that is, about 240?. Athens adopted him into 
the number of its citizens, and granted him all the 
immunities before mentioned. Some time after, in 
the war against the thirty tyrants, the same Epicerdus 
gave the city a talent. 1 "These were but small matters 
on either occasion with regard to the grandeur and 
power of Athens; but they were deeply affected with 
the good will of a stranger, who, without any view 
of interest, in a time of public calamity, exhausted 
himself in some measure for the relief of those with 
whom he had no connection, and from whom he had 
nothing to expect. 

The same Athens granted the freedom of their 
city, 2 and an exemption from customs, to Leu con, 
wlio reigned in the Bosphorus, and to his children, 
because they imported from the lands of that prince 
a considerable quantity of corn, of which they were 
in extreme want, subsisting almost entirely upon 
what came from foreign parts. Leucon, in his turn, 
not to be outdone in generosity, exempted the 
Athenian merchants from the duty of a thirtieth that 
was imposed upon all grain exported from his 
dominions, and granted them the privilege of sup¬ 
plying themselves with com in his country in 
preference to all other, people. That exemption 
amounted to a considerable sum. For they brought 
from thence alone 2,000,000 of quarters of corn, of 
which the thirtieth part amounted to almost 70,000. 

The children of Conon and Chabrias were also 
granted an immunity from public offices. The 
names alone of those illustrious generals sufficiently 
justify that liberality of the Athenian people. A 
person, however, called Leptines, out of a mistaken 
zeal for the public good proposed to abrogate, by a 
new law, all the grants of that kind, which bad been 
made from time immemorial, except those which 
regarded the posterity of Harmodius and Aristogiton; 
and to enact, that for the future the people should 
not be permitted to grant such privileges. 

Demosthenes strongly opposed this law, though 
with great delicacy towards the person who pro¬ 
posed it; praising his good intentions, and not speak¬ 
ing of him but with esteem; a much more efficacious 
manner of refuting, than those violent invectives, 
and that eager and passionate style, which serve only 
to alienate the minds of the hearers, and to rende’r 
an orator suspected, who discredits his cause him¬ 
self, and shows its weak side, bv substituting railing- 
in the place of reasons, which are alone capable of 
convincing. 

After having shown that so odious a reform would 
prove of little or no advantage to the republic, from 
the inconsiderable number of the exempted persons, 
he goes on to expose its inconveniences, and sets 
them in a full light. 

“ It is first,” says he, “doing injury to the memory 
of these great men, whose merit the state intended 
to acknowledge and reward by such immunities; it 
is in some manner calling in question the services 


they have done their country; it is throwing a 
suspicion upon their great actions, injurious to, if 
r.ot destructive of, their glory. And were they now 
alive and present in this assembly, which of us all 
would presume to offer them such an affront? Should 
not the respect we owe their memories make us 
consider them as always alive and present? 

“ But if we are little affected ivith what concerns 
them, can we be insensible to our own interest? Be¬ 
sides that cancelling so ancient a law is to condemn 
the conduct of our ancestors, what shame shall we 
bring upon ourselves, and what an injury shall we 
do our reputation? The glory of Athens, and of 
every well-governed state, is to value itself upon its 
gratitude; to keep its word religiously, and to be 
true to all its engagements. A private person that 
fails in these respects, is hated and abhorred; and 
who is not afraid of being reproached with ingrati¬ 
tude? And shall the commonwealth, in cancelling a 
taw that has received the sanction of public authority, 
and been in a manner consecrated by the usage of 
many ages, be guilty of so scandalous a prevarica¬ 
tion? We prohibit lying in the very markets under 
heavy penalties, and require truth and good faith to 
be observed in them; and shall we renounce them 
ourselves, by the revocation of giants passed in all 
their forms, and upon which every private man has a 
right to insist? 

“To act in such a manner, would be to extinguish 
in the hearts of our citizens all emulation for glory, 
all desire to distinguish themselves by great exploits, 
all zeal for the honour and welfare of their country, 
which are the great springs and principles of almost 
all the actions of life. And it is to no purpose to 
object the example of Sparta and Thebes, which 
grant no such exemptions. Do we repent our not 
resembling them in many things; and is there any 
wisdom in proposing their defects, and not their 
virtues, for our imitation?” 

Demosthenes concludes with demanding the law 
of exemptions to be retained in all its extent, with 
this exception, that all persons should be deprived 
of the benefits of it, but those who had a just title to 
them; and that a strict inquiry should be made for 
that purpose. 

It i* plain that I have only made a very slight 
extract in this place of an exceeding long discourse, 
and that I designed to express only the spirit and 
sense, without confining myself to the .method and 
expressions of it. 

There was a meanness in Leptines’s desiring to 
obtain a trivial advantage for the republic, by re¬ 
trenching the moderate expenses that were an honour 
to it, and in no degree burdensome, whilst there were 
other abuses of far greater importance to reform. 

Such marks of public gratitude perpetuated in a 
family, perpetuate also in a state an ardent zeal for 
one’s country, and a warm desire to obtain distinction 
by glorious actions. It is not without pain I find 
amongst ourselves, that part of the privileges granted 
to the family of the Maid of Orleans have been re¬ 
trenched. Charles VII. 5 had ennobled her, her 
father, three brothers, and all their descendants, even 
by the female line. In 1614, at the request of the 
attorney-general, the article of nobility on the 
women’s side was retrenched. 


1 A thousand crowns. 

9 Demosth. in Orat. ad Lep. p. 545, 516, 
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SECTION I.— THE BIRTH AND INFANCY OF PHILIP. 

BEGINNING OF HIS REIGN. I1IS FIRST CONQUESTS. 

THE BIRTH OF ALEXANDER. 

MACEDON ivas an hereditary kingdom, situated 
in ancient Thrace: and bounded on the south by the 
mountains of Thessaly; on the east by Bottia andPie- 
via; on the west by the Lyncesta:; and on the north 
by Mygdonia and Pelagonia. But after Philip had 
conquered part of Thrace and Ulyrium, this kingdom 
extended from the Adriatic sea to the river Strymon. 
F.dessa was at first the capital of it, but afterwards re- 
signed that honour to Pella, famous for giving birth 
to Philip and Alexander. 

Philip, whose history we are going to write, was 
the son of Amyntas II., who is reckoned the sixteenth 
king of Macedon from Caranus, who had founded that 
kingdom about 430 years before; that is, in the year 
of the world 3210, and before Christ 794. The his¬ 
tory of all these monarchs is sufficiently obscure, and 
includes little more than several wars with the Illyri¬ 
ans, the Thracian«, and other neighbouring people. 

The kings of Macedon pretended to descend from 
Hercules by Caranus, and consequently to be Greeks 
by extraction. Notwithstanding this, Demosthenes 
often styles them Barbarians, especially in his invec¬ 
tives against Philip. The Greeks, indeed, gave this 
name to all other nations, without excepting the Ma¬ 
cedonians. Alexander, 1 king of Macedon, in the 
reign of Xerxes, was excluded, on pretence of his be¬ 
ing a Barbarian, from the Olympic games; and was 
not admitted to share in them, till after having proved 
his being descended originally from Argos. The 
above-mentioned Alexander, 2 when he went over 
from the Persian camp to that of the Greeks, in order 
to acquaint the latter that Mardonius was determined 
to surprise them at daybreak, justified this perfidy 
by his ancient descent, which he declared to be from 
the Greeks. 

The ancient kings of Macedon did not think it be¬ 
neath them to live at different times under the protec¬ 
tion of the Athenians, Thebans, and Spartans, chang¬ 
ing their alliances os it suited their interest. 

We shall soon see this Macedon, which formerly 
had paid tribute to Athens, become, under Philip, the 
arbiter of Greece, and triumph, under Alexander, 
over all the forces of Asia. 

Amyntas, father of Philip, began to 

A. M. 3608. reign the third year of the ninety- 
Ant. J. C.398. sixth Olympiad. Having the very 
year after been warmly attacked by 
the Illyrians, and dispossessed of a great, part of his 
kingdom, which he thought it scarce possible for him 
ever to recover again, he had applied to the Olynthi¬ 
ans; and in order to engage them the more firmly in 
his interest, had given up to them a considerable tract 
of land in the neighbourhood of their city. Accord¬ 
ing to some authors, Argaeus, who was of the blood 
royal, being supported by the Athenians, and taking 
advantage of the troubles which broke out in Mace¬ 
donia, reigned there two years. 

a vt Amyntas was restored to the throne 

At I C ky the Thessalians; 3 upon which he 

i\nt. J. L..ouo. wag desirous 0 f resuming the posses- 

a Ibid, 1. vi. c. 44. 
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sion of the lands, which nothing but the unfortunate 
situation of his affairs had obliged him to resign to 
the Olynthians. This occasioned a war; but Amyn- 
tas, not being strong enough to make head singly 
against so powerful a people, the Greeks and the Athe¬ 
nians in particular, sent him succours, and enabled 
him to weaken the power of the Olynthians. who 
threatened him with a total and impending ruin. It 
was then that Amyntas, 4 in an assembly of the Greeks, 
to which he had sent a deputation, engaged to unite 
with them in enabling the Athenians to possess them¬ 
selves of Anipbipolis, declaring that this city belong¬ 
ed to the last-mentioned people. This close alliance 
was continued after his death with queen Eurydice, 
his widow, as we shall soon see. 

Philip, one of the sons of Amyntas, 
was born the same year this monarch A.M. 3621. 
declared war against the Olynthians. Ant. J.C.383. 
This Philip was the father of Alexan¬ 
der the Great; for we cannot distinguish him better, 
than by calling him the father of such a son, as Cice¬ 
ro 5 observes of the father of Cato of Utica. 

Amyntus died, 6 after having reign¬ 
ed twenty-four years. He left three A. M. 3629. 
legitimate children, whom Eurydice Ans. J, C. 375. 
had brought him, fit. Alexander, Per- 
diccas and Philip, and a natural son named Ptolemy. 

Alexander, as eldest son, succeeded his father.. In 
the very beginning ot his reign, he was engaged in a 
sharp war against the Illyrians, neighbours to, and 
perpetual enemies of Macedonia. Having concluded 
a peace with them, lie put Philip, his younger brother, 
an infant, into their hands, by way of hostage, who 
was soon sent back to him. Alexander reigned but 
one year. 

The crown now belonged by right 
to Perdiccas, 7 his brother, wno was A. M. 3630. 
become eldest by his death; but Pau- Ant. J. C. 874. 
sanias, a prince of the blood royal, 
who had been exiled disputed it with him; and was 
supported by a great number of Macedonians. He 
began by seizing some fortresses. Happily for the 
new king, Iphicrates was then in that country, whither 
the Athenians had sent him with a small fleet: not to 
besiege Amphipolis as yet, but only to take a view 
of the place, and make the necessary preparations for 
besieging it. Eurydice, hearing of his arrival, be¬ 
sought him to pay her a visit, intending to request hU 
assistance against Pausanias. When he was come in¬ 
to the palace, and had seated himself, the afflicted 
queen, the better to excite his compassion, takes her 
two children, Perdiccas and Philip, 8 and sets the for¬ 
mer in the arms, and the latter on the knees of Iphi- 
crates; and then thus addresses him I “ Ptemember, 
Iphicrates, that Amyntas, the father of these unhappy 
orphans, had always a love for vour country, and 
adopted you for hi3 son. This double tie lays you 
under a double obligation. The amity which that 
king entertained for Athens, requires that you should 
acknowledge us publicly for your friends; and the 
tenderness which that father had for your person, 
claims from you the heart of a brother towards these 

* JEsr.hin. de Fals. Legat. p. 400. 

® M. Cato sententiam dixit, hujus nostri Catonis pater. 

Ut emm cEetcri cx patribus, sic hie, qui lumen illud proge- 

nuit, cxfiiioest nominandus. De Offic. I. iii. n. 66. 

<3 Diod. p.373. Justin. I. vii.e. 4. 

i JEs cii. dc Fals. Legal, p. 395), 400. 

8 Philip was not then less than nine years old. 


1 Herod. 1. v. c. 22. 

» Uijd. 1. xiv. p. 307. 341. 
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children.” Fphicrates, moved with this sight and dis¬ 
course, expelled the usurper, and restored the lawful 
sovereign. 

^erdiccus 2 did not long continue in tranquillity. 

A new enemy, more formidable than the first, soon 
invaded his repose. This was Ptolemy, his brother, 
the natural son of Amyntas, as was before observed. 
He might possibly be the eldest son, and claim the 
crown as such. The two brothers referred the deci¬ 
sion of their claim to Pelopidas, general of the The¬ 
bans, still more revered for his probity than his va¬ 
lour. Pelopidas determined in favour of Perdiocas; 
and having judged it necessary to take pledges on 
both sides, in order to oblige ihe two competitors to 
observe the articles of the treaty which they had ac¬ 
cepted, among other hostages, he carried Philip with 
bim to Thebes,' 3 where he resided several years. He 
was then ten years of age. Eurydice, on yielding up 
this much-loved son, earnestly besought Pelopidas to 
procure him an education worthy of his birth, and 
of the city to which he was going a hostage. Pelo¬ 
pidas placed him with Epaminondas, who had a cele¬ 
brated Pythagorean philosopher in his house for the 
education of his son. Philip improved greatly by 
the instructions of his preceptor, and much more by 
those of Epaminondas, under whom he undoubtedly 
made some campaigns, though no mention is made 
of this circumstance. He could not possibly have had 
a more excellent master, whether for war or the con¬ 
duct of life; for this illustrious Theban was at the 
same time a great philosopher, that is to say, a wise 
and virtuous man, and a great commander as well as 
a great statesman. Philip was very proud of having 
been his pupil, and proposed him as a model to him¬ 
self; and most happy would he have been, could he 
have copied him perfectly! Perhaps he borrowed 
from Epaminondas his activity in war, and his promp¬ 
titude in improving opportunities, which, however, 
formed but a very inconsiderable part of the merit of 
this illustrious personage. Put with regard to his 
temperance, his justice, his disinterestedness, his sin¬ 
cerity, his magnanimity, his clemency, which render¬ 
ed him truly great, these w r ere virtues which Philip 
had not received from nature, anti did not acquire by 
imitation. 

The Thebans did not know that they were then 
forming and cherishing in their bosom the most dan¬ 
gerous enemy of Greece. After Philip had spent 
nine or ten years in their city, 4 the news of a revolu¬ 
tion in Macedon made him resolve to leave Thebes 
clandestinely. Accordingly he steals away, makes 
the utmost expedition, and finds the Macedonians in 
the deepest consternation at having iost their king 
Perdiccas, who had been killed in a great battle by 
the Illyrians; but much more so, at finding they had 
as many enemies as neighbours. The Illyrians were 
on the point of returning into the kingdom with a 
greater force; the Peonians infested it with perpetual 
incursions; the Thracians were determined to place 
Pausanias on the throne, who had not abandoned his 
pretensions; and the Athenians were hringing Ar- 
gaeus, whom Mantius their general was ordered to 
support with a strong fleet and a considerable body 
of troops. Macedonia at that time wanted a man to 
govern; and had only a child in Amyntas, the son of 
rerdiecas, and lawful heir of the crown. Philip go¬ 
verned the kingdom for some time, by the title of 
guardian to the prince; but very soon the subjects, 
justly alarmed, deposed the nephew in favour of the 
uncle; and, instead of the heir whom nature had gi¬ 
ven them, set bin) upon the. throne whom the present 
conjuncture of atTairs required; persuaded that the 

1 I’lut. in I’elop. p.292. 

* l’lutarr:li supposes that it was with Alexander that Ptole¬ 
my disputed the empire, whicli cannot be made to agree 
with the relation of iEsehines. who being his contemporary^ 
is more worthy of credit. I have therefore thought proper 
to substitute Perdiccas instead of Alexander. 

3 Thebis iriennio obses habitus, prima pueritise rudimen- 
ta in urhe severitaiis antiqua?, et in domo Epaminondas sum- 
mi et philusophi et irnperatoris, deposuit. Justin. 1. vii. c. 
5. Philip lived in Thebes not only three, but nine or ten 
years. 

* Diod. 1. xvi. p. 407. Justin. 1 vii. c. 5. 


laws of necessity are superior to all 

others. Accordingly, 5 Philip,at twen- A. M. 3644. 

ty-four years of age, ascended the Ant. J. C.3G0. 

throne, the first year of the 105th 

Olympiad. 

The new king, with great coolness and presence of 
mind, used all his endeavours to answer the expecta¬ 
tions of the people. Accordingly, he provides for 
and remedies every thing, revives the desponding 
courage of the Macedonians, and reinstates and dis¬ 
ciplines the army. He was inflexibly rigid in the 
last point, 6 well knowing that the success of his en¬ 
terprises depended on it. A soldier, who w r as very 
thirsty, went out of the ranks to drink; Philip punish¬ 
ed him with great severity. Another soldier, who 
ought to have stood to his arms, laid them down: 
him he immediately ordered to be put to death. 

It was at this time that he established the Macedo¬ 
nian phalanx, which afterwards became so famous, 
and was the choicest and the best disciplined body 
of troops the world had ever seen, and might dispute 
the pre-eminence in those respects with the Greeks 
of Marathon and Salamis. It is said that he drew up 
the plan, or at least improved it, from the idea sug¬ 
gested by Homer. 7 That poet describes the union 
of the Grecian commanders under the image of a bat¬ 
talion, the soldiers of which, by'joining their shields, 
form a body impenetrable to the enemy’s darts. I 
rather believe that Philip formed the idea of the pha¬ 
lanx from the lessons of Epaminondas, and the sacred 
battalion of the Thebans. He treated those chosen 
foot-soldiers with peculiar distinction, honoured them 
with the title of his comrades or companions; 8 and by 
such marks of honour and confidence induced them to 
bear, without any' murmuring, the hardest fatigues, 
and to confront the greatest dangers with intrepidity. 
Such familiarities as these cost a monarch little, and 
are of no common advantage to him. 1 shall insert, at 
the end of this section, a more particular description 
of the phalanx, and the use made, of it in battles. I 
shall borrow from Polybius this description, the 
length of which would too much interrupt the series 
of our history; yet being placed separately, may pro¬ 
bably please, especially by the judicious reflection 
of a man so well skilled in the art of war as that his¬ 
torian. 

One of the first things Philip took care of was, the 
negotiating a captious peace with the Athenians, 
whose power he dreaded, and w'hom he was not wil¬ 
ling to make his enemies, in the beginning of a reign 
hitherto but ill established. He therefore sent am¬ 
bassadors to Athens, spared neither promises nor pro¬ 
testations of amity, and at last was so happy as to 
conclude a treaty, of which he knew how to make all 
the advantages he had proposed to himself. 

Immediately after this, he does not seem so much 
to act like a monarch of but twenty-four years of age, 
as like a politician profoundly versed in the art of dis¬ 
simulation; and who, without the assistance of expe¬ 
rience, was already r sensible, that to know when to 
lose at a proper season is to gain. He had seized 
upon Amphipolis, 9 a city situated on the frontiers of 
his kingdom, which consequently stood very con¬ 
venient for him. He could not keep it, as that would 
have weakened his army too much; not to mention 
that the Athenians, whose friendship it was his 
interest to preserve, would have been exasperated at 
his bolding a place which they' claimed as their 
colony'. On the other side, he was determined not 
to give up to his enemies one of the keys to his 
dominions. He therefore took the resolution to 
declare that place free, by permitting the inhabitants 
to govern themselves as a republic, and in this 
manner to set them at variance with their ancient 
masters. At the same time he disarmed the Peonians 
by dint of promises and presents; resolving to attack 
them, after he had disunited his enemies, and weak¬ 
ened them by that disunion. 

This address and subtlety established him more 

t Diod. I. xvi. p 407—413. 

« iElian. 1. xiv. c. 40. t Iliad. N. v. 130. 

s signifies, literally, a fellow-foot soldier. 

8 I’olyacn. Strateg. 1. iv. e. 17. 
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firmly on the throne, and he soon found himselfwith¬ 
out competitors. Having' barred the entrance of his 
kingdom to Pausanius, he inarches against Argteus, 
comes up with him in the road fromxEgne to Methone, 
defeats him, kills a great number of his soldiers, and 
takes'a multitude of prisoners; attacks the Peonians, 
and. subjects them to his power. He afterwards turns 
his arms against the Illyrians, cuts them to pieces, 
and obliges them tq restore to him all the places pos¬ 
sessed by them in Macedonia. 

Much about this time the Atheni- 

A. M, 3646. ans acted with the greatest generosi- 
Aut. J. C. 353. ty towards the inhabitants of Euboea. 

That island, which is separated from 
Bceotia by the Euripus, was so called from its large 
and beautiful pasture lands, and is now called JMegro- 
pont. It had been subject to the Athenians , * 5 who 
had settled colonies in Erctria and Chalcis, the two 
principal cities of it. Thucydides relates that in the 
Peloponnesian war, the revolt of the Euboeans dis¬ 
mayed the Athenians very much, because they drew 
greater revenues from thence than from Attica. From 
that time Euboea became a prey to factions; and at 
the time of which we are now speaking, one of these 
factions implored the assistance of Thebes, and the 
other of Athens. At first the Thebans met with no 
obstacle, and easily made the faction they espoused 
triumphant. However, at the arrival of the Atheni¬ 
ans, matters took a very different turn. Though they 
were very much offended at the Euboeans, wmo had 
behaved very injuriously towards them, nevertheless, 
sensibly affected’ with the great danger to which they 
were exposed, and forgetting their private resentments; 
they immediately gave them such powerful succour, 
both by sea and land, that in a few days the)’- forced 
the Thebans to retire. And now, bein<r absolute mas¬ 
ters of the iMand, they restored to the inhabitants 
their cities and liberty, persuaded, says ;£schine&, 2 * in 
relating this circumstance, that justice requires we 
should obliterate the remembrance of past injuries, 
when the party offending repose their trust in the of¬ 
fended. The Athenians, after having restored Euboea 
to its former tranquillity, retired, without desiring any 
other benefit for all their services, than the glory of 
having appeased the troubles of that island. 

But they did not always behave in this manner 
with regard to other states; and it was this gave rise 
to the war of the allies , of which I have spoken else- 
nhere. 

Hitherto Philip, that is, during the 

A. M. 3646, fir^t 3 ears of his reign, had been en- 
Ant. J. C. 353. gaged in ridding himself of his com¬ 
petitors for the throne; in pacifying 
domestic divisions, in repelling the attacks of his fo¬ 
reign enemies, and in rendering them incapable, by 
his frequent victories, of troubling him in the posses¬ 
sion of his kingdom. 

But he is now going to appear in another character. 
Sparta and Athens, after having long disputed with 
each other the empire of Greece, had weakened 
themselves by their reciprocal divisions. This cir¬ 
cumstance had given Thebes an opportunity of rai¬ 
sing herself to the supreme power: but Thebes having 
weakened itself by the wars in which it had been en¬ 
gaged against Sparta and Athens, gave Philip an oc¬ 
casion of aspiring also in his turn to the sovereignty 
of Greece. And now, as a politician and conqueror, 
he resolves how he may best extend his frontiers, re¬ 
duce his neighbours, and weaken those whom he is 
not able to conquer at present; bow he may intro¬ 
duce himself into the affairs of Greece, take a parkin 
its intestine feuds, make himself its arbiter, join with 
one side to destroy the other, in order to obtain the 
empire over all. In the execution of this great de¬ 
sign, he spares neither artifices, open force, presents, 
nor promises. He employs for this purpose negotia¬ 
tions, treaties, and alliances, and each of them singly 
in such a manner a? he judges most conducive to the 

1 Veil. Patero. 1. i. c. 4. Thucyd. lviii p. C13. Dc- 
mosth. pro Ctesiph. p. 489. jEschin. contra Ctesiph. p 
441. 

O Ou% -4% Q-jfiSVOt SUttHV JIl'K* Tr.V U7TQfiVKf*QVt\>HV 

IV TU 7TKTTCV 5>jv*l, 


success of his design; expediency solely determining 
him in the choice of measures. 

We shall always see him acting under the second 
character, in all the steps he takes thenceforth, till he 
assumes a third and last character, which is, preparing 
to attack the great king of Persia, and endeavouring 
to become the avenger of Greece, by subverting an 
empire which before had attempted to subject it, and 
which had always continued its irreconcilable enemy, 
either by open invasions or secret intrigues. 

We have seen that Philip, in the very beginningof 
his reign, had seized upon Amphipolis, because it was 
well situated for his views; but that to avoid restoring 
it to the Athenians, who claimed it as one of their colo¬ 
nies, he had declared it a free city. But at this time, 
being no longer under such great apprehension from 
the Athenians, he resumed his former design of seiz¬ 
ing Amphipolis. The inhabitants of this city being 
threatened with a speedy siege , 3 sent ambassadors to 
the Athenians, offering to put themselves and their 
city under the protection of Athens, and beseeching 
them to accept the keys of Amphipolis. But that 
republic rejected their offer, for fear 
of breaking the peace they had con- A. M. 3646. 
eluded the preceding year with Phi- Ant. J. C. 358. 
lip. However , 4 this monarch was 
not so delicate in this point; for he besieged and took 
Amphipolis by means ot the intelligence he carried 
on in the city, and made it one of the strongest bar¬ 
riers of his kingdom. Demosthenes, in his ..rations, 
frequently reproaches the Athenians with their indo¬ 
lence on this occasion, by representing to them, that 
had they acted at the time with the expedition they 
ought, they would have saved a confederate city, and 
spared themselves a multitude of misfortunes. 

Philip had promised the Athenians to give npAm- 
phipolis into their hands , 5 and by this promise had 
made them supine and inactive; but he did not value 
himself upon keeping his word, and sincerity was not 
the virtue he professed. So far from surrendering 
this city, he also possessed himself of Pydna G and of 
Potidma.7 The Athenians kept a garrison in the lat¬ 
ter; these he dismissed without doing them the least 
injury; and gave up this city to the Olynthians, to 
engage them in his interest. 

From hence he proceeded to seize Crenides , 8 which 
the Thracians had built two years before, and which 
he afterwards called Philippi, from his own name. It 
was near this city, afterwards famous for the defeat 
of Brutus and Cassius, that he opened certain gold 
mines, which every year produced upwards of 1000 
talents, that is, about 141,000/. sterling; a prodigious 
sum of money in that age. By this means, money 
became much more current in Macedon than before; 
and Philip first caused the golden coin bearing his 
name to be stamped there, which outlived his mo¬ 
narchy . 9 Superiority of finances is of the utmost ad¬ 
vantage to a state; and no prince understood them 
better than Philip, or neglected them less. I3y this 
fund he was enabled to maintain a powerful army of 
foreigners, and to bribe a number of creatures in 
most of the cities of Greece. 

Demosthenes says , 10 that when Greece was in its 
most flourishing 'condition, gold and silver were 

a Dnmosth. Olynth. i. p. 2. 4 Died. p. 412. 

b Diod. p. 412. 

6 Pydna, a city of Macedon, situated on the gulf ancient¬ 
ly called Sinus Thcrmaicus, and now Gulfodt Salouichi. 

t Potidma, another city uf Macedonia, on the borders of 
ancient Thrace. It was but sixty stadia, or three leagues 
from Olynthus. 

8 Diod. p. 413 

9 Gratus Ale.xanrlro regi magno fuit ille ^ 

Chrrrilus, incullis qui versibus et male natis 
Iteltulit aceeptos, regale oumisma, Philippos. 

Horat . 1. ii. Ep. ad August 

Chcerilus the Pelkean youth approv’d. 

Him ho rewarded well, and him he lov’d; 

His dull, uneven verse, by great good fate, 

Got him his favours, and a fair estate. 

Creech's Hor. 

Hie sunt numerati aurci trecenti nummi, qui vocantur 
Philippi. Plant, in Pan. 

bo Philip, iii. p. 02. 
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ranked in the number of prohibited arms. But Phi¬ 
lip thought, spoke, and acted in a quite different 
manner. It is said, 1 that having one day consulted 
the oracle of Delphi, he received the following an¬ 
swer: 

’Ayeuft'jtif \3 yx x,tri xxi 7TXVTX Xf*T^cr£<j. 

Make coin thy weapons, and thou’lt conquer all. 

The advice of the priestess became his rule, and he 
applied it with great success. He boasted, that he 
had carried riiore places by money than arms; that he 
never forced a gate, till after having attempted to 
open it with a golden key; and that he did not think 
any fortress impregnable, into which a mule laden 
with silver could find entranre. It has been said, that 
he was a merchant rather than a conqueror; that it 
was not Philip, but his gold, which subdued Greece, 
and that he bought its cities rather than took them . 2 
He had pensioners in all the commonwealths of 
Greece, and retained those in his pay who had the 
greatest share in the public affairs. And, indeed, he 
was les 3 proud of the success of a battle than that of 
a negotiation, well knowing that neither his generals 
nor nis soldiers could share in the honour of the latter. 

Philip had married Olympias, daughter of IVeop- 
tolemus. The latter was the son of Alcetas, king of 
the Molossi or Epirus. Olympias bare him Alexan¬ 
der, surnamed the Great, who was born at Pella, the 
capital of Macedonia, the first year of the 106th Olym¬ 
piad. Philip , 3 who at that time was 
A. INI. 3613. absent from his kingdom, had three 
Ant. J. C. 356. very agreeable pieces of news brought 
him at one and the same time; 4 —that 
he had carried the prize in the Olympic games; that 
Parmenio, one of his generals, had gained a great 
victory over the Illyrians; anc! that his wife was de¬ 
livered of a son. This prince , 5 terrified at so signal 
a happiness, which the Heathens thought frequently 
the omen of some mournful catastrophe, cried out, 
“Great Jupiter! in return for so many blessings, send 
me as soon a 3 possible some slight misfortune. 

We may form a judgment of Philip’s care and at¬ 
tention with regard to the education of this prince , 6 
by the letter which he wrote a little after his birth to 
Aristotle to acquaint him even then that he had made 
choice of him for his son’s preceptor. “ I am to in¬ 
form you,” said he, “that I have a son born, I re¬ 
turn thanks to the gods,not so much for having'given 
him to me,asforhavinggivenbim me while Aristotle is 
living. I may justly promise myself, that you will 
make him a successor worthy of us both, and a king 
worthy of Macedonia.” What noble thoughts arise 
from the perusal of this letter, far different from the 
manners of the present age, but highly worthy of a 
great monarch and a good father! I shall leave the 
reader to make his own reflections upon it; and shall 
only observe, that this example maj' serve as a lesson 
even to private persons, as it teaches them how high¬ 
ly they ought to value a good master, and the extra¬ 
ordinary care they should take to find such a one; 
for every son is an Alexander to his father . 7 It ap- 
pears that Philip 8 p ut his son very early under Ans- 

1 Suidas. 

Q CaJlidus emptor Olynthi. Juv. Sat. xii. 47. 

Philippus niajore ex parte mercator Greeia?, quam victor. 
Val. Max. lib. vii. c. 2. • 

-.-Diffidit liostium 

Portas vir Maeedo, et submit jemulos 
lieges muneribus. llorat. lib. Hi. Od. 10. 

When engines and when arts do fail, 

The golden wedge can cleave the wall; 

Gold Philip’s rival kings o’erthrew. Creech's Hot. 
a Plut. in Alex. p. GOG. Justin. 1. xii. e. 1G. 

4 Flutnrch supposes that this .news was brought him im¬ 
mediately afier the taking of Potidiea ; but this city had 
been taken two years before, 
a Plut. in Apophth. p. 187. 
e A ill. Gel. 1. ix. c. 3. 

, Fingamus Alexandrum dari nobis, impositum gremio, 
dignum tanta eura infantem: (quanquam suus euique dignus 
est.) Quintil. 1. i. c. 1. 

8 An Philippus Macedonum rex Alexandre filio suo prime 
literarum elements tradi ?ab Aristntele smmo ejus aetatis 
philosopho voloisset, aut ille suseepisset hoe officium, si non 
siudiorum inilia a pnrfeetissimo qunque optiino tractari,per- 
tinere ad summara credidisset ? Quintil. ibid. 

Vol. I.— 64 
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lotle, convinced that the success of studies depends on 
the foundation first laid; and that the man cannot be 
too able, who is to teach the principles of learning and 
knowledge in the manner in which they ought to be 
inculcated. 

A description of the Macedonian phalanx. 

The 9 Macedonian 10 phalanx was a body of infan¬ 
try, consisting of 16,000 heavy-armed troops, who 
were always placed in the centre of the battle. Be¬ 
sides a sword, they were armed with a shield, and 
pike or spear, called by the Greeks eapisza ( saris- 
sa.) Tins pike was fourteen cubits long, that is, 
twenty-one feet, for the cubit consists of a foot and a 
half. 

The phalanx was commonly divided into ten bat¬ 
talions, each of which was composed of 1600 men, 
drawn up 100 in front, and sixteen in depth. Some¬ 
times the file of sixteen was doubled, and sometimes 
divided, according as the occasion required; so that 
the phalanx was sometimes but eight, and at other 
times thirty-two, deep: but its usual and regular 
depth was of sixteen. 

The space between each soldier upon a march was 
six feet, or, which is the same, four cubits; and the 
ranks were also about six feet asunder. When the 
phalanx advanced towards an enemy, there was but 
three feet distance between each soldier, and the 
ranks were closed in proportion. In fine, when the 
phalanx was to deceive the enemy, the men who com¬ 
posed it drew still closer, each soldier occupying 
only the space of a foot and a half. 

This evidently shows the different space which the 
front of the phalanx took up in these three cases, sup¬ 
posing the whole to consist of 16,000 men, at sixteen 
deep, and consequently always 1000 men in front. 
This space in the first case was 6000 feet, or 1000 
fathoms, which make ten furlongs, or half a league. 
In the second case it was but half so much, and took 
up five furlongs, or 500 fathoms . 11 And, in the third 
case, it was again diminished another half, and ex¬ 
tended to the distance of only two furlongs and a 
half, or 250 fathoms. 

Polybius examines the phalanx in the second case, 
in ivhich it marched to attack the enemy. Each sol¬ 
dier then took up three feet in breadth, and as many 
in depth. We observed above, that their pikes were 
fourteen cubits long. The space between the two 
hands, and that part of the pike which projected be¬ 
yond the right, took up four; and consequently the 
pike advanced ten cubits beyond the body of the sol¬ 
dier who carried it. This being supposed, the pikes 
of the soldiers placed in the fifth rank, whom I will 
call the fifths, and so of the rest, projected two cubits 
beyond the first rank; the pikes of the fourths four, 
those of the thirds six, those of the seconds eight cu¬ 
bits; in fine, the pikes of the soldiers who formed the 
first rank advanced ten cubits towards the enemy. 

The reader will easily conceive, that when the sol¬ 
diers who composed the phalanx, this great and un¬ 
wieldy machine, every part of which bristled with 
pikes, as we have seen, moved all at once, presenting 
their pikes to attack the enemy, that they must charge 
with great force. The soldiers who were behind the 
fifth rank held their pikes raised, but inclining a little 
over the ranks who preceded them ; thereby forming 
a kind of roof, which (not to mention their shields) 
secured them from the dart 9 discharged at a distance, 
which fell without doing them any hurt. 

The soldiers of all the other ranks beyond the fifth, 
could not indeed engage against the enemy, nor 
reach then) with their pikes, but then they gave great 
assistance in battle to those in the front of them. 
For by supporting them behind with their utmost 
strength, ana pressing upon their backs, they increased 
in a prodigious manner the strength and impetuosity 
of the onset; they gave their comrades such firmness 
and stability as render ed them immovable in attacks, 

a Polyb. 1. xvii. p. 764—7G7. Id. 1. xii. p. G64. iElian. 
de instruend. acieb. 

10 Drcem et sex millia peditum more Macedonum armati 
fuere, qui Phalanirifse appellabantur. Haee media acies fuit 
in fronte, in decern partes divisae. Tit. Liv. l.xxxvii. n. 40. 
n Five stadia. 
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and at the same time deprived them of every hope 
or opportunity of flight by the rear; so that they were 
under the necessity either to conquer or die. 

And indeed Polybius acknowledges, that as long as 
the soldiers of the phalanx preserved their disposition 
and order as a phalanx, that is, as long as they kept 
their ranks in the close order we have described, it 
was impossible for an enemy either to sustain its 
weight, or to open and break it. And this he demon¬ 
strates to us in a plain and sensible manner. The 
Roman soldiers (for it is those whom he compares to 
the Greeks in the place in question,) says he, take up, 
in fight, three feet each. And as they must neces¬ 
sarily move about very much, either to shift their 
bucklers to the right and left in defending themselves, 
or to thrust with the point, or to strike with the 
edge of their swords, vve must be obliged to allow 
the distance of three feet between every soldier. 
Thus every Roman soldier takes up six feet, that is, 
twice as much space as one of the phalanx, 1 and 
consequently opposes singly two soldiers of the first 
rank; and for the same reason is obliged to make 
head against ten pikes, as we have before observed. 
How it is impossible for a single soldier to break, or 
force his way through ten pikes. 

This Livy shows evidently in a few words, 2 where 
he describes in what manner the Romans were 
repulsed by the Macedonians at the siege of a city. 
The consul, say's he, 3 4 made his cohorts to advance, in 
order, if possible, to penetrate the Macedonian pha¬ 
lanx. When the latter, keeping very close together, 
had advanced forward their long pikes, the Romans 
having discharged ineffectually their javelins against 
the Macedonians, whom their shields (pressed very 
close together) covered like a roof and a tortoise; 
the Romans, I say, drew their swords. But it was 
not possible for them either to come to a close 
engagement, or to cut or break the pikes of the 
enemy; and if they happened to cut or break any 
one of them, the broken piece of the pike served as 
a point; so that this hedge of pikes, with which the 
front of the phalanx was armed* still existed. 

Paulus iEmilius 4 owned, that in the battle with 
Perseus, the last king of Macedon, this rampart of 
brass and forest of pikes, impenetrable to his legions, 
filled him with terror and astonishment. He did not 
remember, he said, ever to have seen any thing so 
formidable as this phalanx; and often afterwards 
declared, that this dreadful spectacle made so strong 
an impression upon him, as almost to induce him to 
despair of the victory. 

From what has been said above, it follows that 
the Macedonian phalanx was invincible: nevertheless 
we find from history, that the Macedonians and their 
phalanx were vanquished and subdued by the Ro¬ 
mans. It was invincible, replies Polybius, so long as 
it continued a phalanx, but this happened very rare¬ 
ly; for in order to its being so, it required a flat even 
spot of ground of large extent, without either tree, 
bush, intrenchmeut, ditch, valley, hill, or river. Now 
we seldom find a spot of ground of this description, 
of fifteen, twenty, or more furlongs 5 in extent; for 
so large a space is necessary for containing a whole 
army, of which the phalanx is but a part. 

But let us suppose (it is Polybius who still speaks,) 
that a tract of ground, exactly such as could be wish- 


x It was before said, that each soldier of the phalanx took 
up only Lhree feet when he advanced to attack the enemy, 
and but half so much when he waited his coming up. In 
‘this last case, each Roman soldier was obliged to make head 
against twenty pikes. 

2 Liv. 1. xxxii. n. 17. 

a Cohortes invicem sub signis, quffi cuneum Maccdonum 
(Phalangem ipsi vocant,) si possent, vi perrumperent, emit- 
tebaL—Ubi oonterii hnstas ingentis longitudinis pree se 
Maoedones olijeoissent, velut in cnnstructam densitate cly- 
peorum testudinem, Romani pilis nequicquam emissis, cum 
strinxissent gladios; neque congrcdi pxopius, neque prceei- 
dere hastas pnterant: et, si quas incidissent nut pnefregis- 
sent, hastilia fragmento ipso nouto inter spicula iategrarum 
hastarum, velut vallum explcbant. 

4 PiuL. in Paul. jEmil. p. 265. 

8 Three quarters of a league, or a league, or perhaps 

more. 


ed, tvere found; yet of what use could a body of 
troops, drawn up in the form of a phalanx be, should 
the enemy, instead of advancing forward and offering 
battle, send out detachments to lay waste the country, 
plunder the cities, or cut off the convoys? In case the 
enemy should come to a battle, the general need only 
command part of his front (the centre, for instance) 
designedly to give way and lly, that the phalanx may 
have an opportunity of pursuing them. In this case, 
it is manifest the phalanx would be broken, and a 
large cavity made in it, in which the Romans would 
not fail to throw themselves, in order to charge the 
phalanx in flank on the right and left, at the same 
time that those soldiers who are pursuing the enemy, 
may be attacked in the same manner. 

This reasoning of Polybius appears to me very 
clear, and at the same time gives us a very just idea 
of the manner in which the ancients fought; which 
certainly ought to have its place in history, as it is 
an essential part of it. 

Hence appears, as M. Bossuet 6 observes after 
Polybius, the difference between the Macedonian 
phalanx 7 formed of one large body, very thick on all 
sides, which was obliged to move all at once, and the 
Roman army divided into small bodies, which for 
that reason were nimbler, and consequently more 
calculated for movements of every kind. The pha¬ 
lanx cannot long preserve its natural property (these 
are Polybius’s words,) that is to say, its solidity and 
thickness, because it requires peculiar spots of ground, 
and those, as it were, made purposely for it; and 
that for want of such spots, it encumbers, or rather 
breaks itself by its own motion; not to mention, that 
if once broken, the soldiers who compose it can 
never rally again. Whereas the Roman army, by its 
division into small bodies, takes advantage of all 
places and situations, and suits itself to them. It is 
united or separated at pleasure. It files oft’, or draws 
together, without the least difficulty. It can very 
easily form detachments, rally, and go through every 
kind of evolution, either in the whole or in part, as 
occasion may require. In fine, it has a greater variety 
of motions, and consequently more activity and 
strength than the phalanx. 

Tins 8 enabled Paulus iEmilius 9 to gain his cele¬ 
brated victory over Perseus. He first had attacked 
the phalanx in front. But the Macedonians (keeping 
very close together,) holding their pikes with both 
hands, and presenting this iron rampart to the enemy, 
could not be either broken or forced in any manner, 
and so made a dreadful slaughter of the Romans. 
But at last, the unevenness of the ground and the 
great extent of the front of the battle not allowing 
the Macedonians to continue in all parts that range 
of shields and pikes, Paulus JEmilius observed that 
the phalanx was obliged to leave several openings 
and intervals. Upon this, he attacked them at these 
openiugs, not as before, in front, and in a general 
onset, but by detached bodies, and in different parts 
at one and the same time. By this means the pha¬ 
lanx was broken in an instant, and its whole force. 


« Discourse on Universal History. 

t Statnrius ulerque miles, ordines servans; sed ilia pha¬ 
lanx immnbilis, et unius generis: Romana aeies distinctior, 
ex pluribus parlibus constans; facilis partienti, quacumque 
opus esset, facilis juugeoti. Tit, Liv A. ix. n. 19. 

Erant pleraque sylvestria eirca, incommoda phalangi, 
maxime Maccdonum, quse, nisi ubi prielongis hastis velut 
vallum ante elypeos objeeit, (quod ut fiat, libero campo opus 
est,) nullius admodum usus est. Id. 1. xxxi. n. 39, 

8 Plutarch, in Paul. iEmil. p. 265, 266. Liv. 1. xliv. n. 41. 

9 Sccunda legio imraissa dissipnvit phalangem : neque 
ulla evidentior causa vietorias fuit, quam quod multa passim 
prielia erant, qua? fiuctuanlem turbarunt primo, deinde 
disjecerunt phalangem ; cujus cnnfertffi.et intentis horrentis 
hastis, intolerable? vires sunt. Si carptim aggrediendo 
oircumagere immobilem longitlidine et^ gravitate hastam 
cogas, eonfusa strue implicantur: si vern ab latere, aut nb 
tergo, aliquid tumultus incrcpuit, ruin© mndo turbuntur: 
sicut turn adversus eatervatim irruentes Romanos, et inter¬ 
rupts multifariam aeie, obviam ire cogebantur: et Romani, 
quacumque daia intervalla essent, insinuabaut ordines 6uos. 
Qui si universa aeie in frontem adversus instructara pha- 
langem- eoncurrissent—induissent sc hastis, nec confcrtara 
aciem sustinuissont. Tit. Liv. 
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whWi consisted merely in its union and the impres¬ 
sion it made all at once, was entirely lost, and Paulus 
^Eniilius gained the victory. 

The same Polybius, 1 in the twelfth book above 
cited, describes in few words the order of battle 
observed by the cavalry. According to him, a 
squadron of horse consisted of 800, generally drawn 
up 100 in front, and eight deep; consequently such a 
squadron as this took up a furlong, or 100 fathoms, 
allowing the distance of one fathom, or six feet, for 
each horseman; a space which he must necessarily 
have, to make his evolutions and to rally., Ten 
squadrons, or 8000 horse, occupied ten times as much 
ground; that is, ten furlongs, or 1000 fathoms, which 
make about half a league. 

From what has been said, the reader may judge 
how much ground an army took up, by considering 
the number of infantry and cavalry of which it 
consisted. 

SECTION II.— THE SACRED WAR. SEQUEL OF 

THE HISTORY OF FHIIJP. HE ENDEAVOURS IN 

VAIN TO POSSESS HIMSELF OF THE PASS OF 

THERMOPYLAE 

Discord, 2 which perpetually fo- 

A. M. 3649. mented among the Greeks disposi- 
Ant. J. C. 355. tions not very remote from an open 
rupture, broke out with great vio¬ 
lence upon account of the Phocaeans. That people, 
who inhabited the territories adjacent to Delphi, 
ploughed up certain lands that were consecrated to 
Apollo, which were thereby profaned. Immediately 
the people in the neighbourhood exclaimed against 
them as guilty of sacrilege; some from a spirit of 
sincerity, and others to cover their private revenge 
with the pious pretext of zeal for religion. The war 
that broke out on this occasion was called The 
Sacred JVar y as undertaken from a religious motive, 
and lasted ten years. The people guilty of this 
profanation were summoned to appear before the 
Amphictyons, or states-general of Greece; and the 
whole affair being duly examined, the Phocaeans 
were declared sacrilegious, and sentenced to pay a 
heavy fine. 

Philomelus, one of their chief citizens, a bold man, 
and of great authority, having proved by some verse 
in Homer, 3 that the sovereignty of the temple of 
Delphi belonged anciently to the Phocaeans, inflames 
them against this decree, induces them to take up 
arms, and is appointed their general. He immediately 
proceeds to Sparta to gain the Lacediemonians in his 
interest. They were very much disgusted at a 
sentence which the Amphictyons had pronounced 
against them, at the solicitation of the Thebans, by 
which they had been also condemned to pay a line, 
for having seized upon the citadel of Thebes by fraud 
and violence. Archidamas, one of the kings of 
Sparta, gave Philomelus a handsome reception. This 
monarch, however, did not yet dare to declare openly 
in favour of the Phocaeans, but promised to assist him 
with money, and to furnish him secretly with troops, 
as he accordingly did. 

Philomelus, on his return home, raises soldiers, and 
begins by attacking the temple of Delphi, of which 
he possessed himself without any great difficulty, the 
inhabitants of the country making but a weak re¬ 
sistance. The Locrians, a people in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Delphi, took arms against him, but were 
defeated in several rencounters. Philomelus, en¬ 
couraged by these first successes, increased his troops 
daily, and put himself in a condition to carry on his 
enterprise with vigour. Accordingly he enters the 
temple, tears from the pillars the decree of the 
Amphictyons against the Phocaeans, publishes all 
over the country that he has no design to seize the 
riches ot the temple, and that his sole view is to 
restore to the Phocaeans their ancient rights and 
privileges. It was necessary for him to have a 
sanction from the god who presided at Delphi, and 
to receive such an answer from the oracle as might 


he favourable to him. The priestess at first refused 
to co-operate on this occasiou; but, being terrified 
by his menaces, she answered, that the god permitted 
him to do whatever he should think proper; a cir¬ 
cumstance which he took care to publish to all the 
neighbouring nations. 

The affair was now become seri¬ 
ous. The Amphictyons meeting A. M. 3650. 
a second time, a resolution was Ant. J. C. 354. 
formed to declare war against the 
Phocaeans. Most of the Grecian nations engaged in 
this quarrel, and sided with the one or the other 
party. The Boeotians, the Locrians, Thessalians, 
and several other neighbouring people, declared in 
favour of the god; whilst Sparta, Athens, and some 
other cities of Peloponnesus joined with the Phocae¬ 
ans. Philomelus had not yet touched the treasures 
of the temple; but being afterwards not so scrupulous, 
he believed that the riches of the gods could not be 
better employed than in the deity’s defence (for he 
gave this specious name to his sacrilegious attempt;) 
and being enabled by this fresh supply, to double 
the pay of his soldiers, he raised a very considerable 
body of troops. 

Several battles were fought, and the success for 
some time seemed equal on both sides. Every body 
knows how much religious wars are to be dreaded; 
and the prodigious length to which a false zeal, when 
veiled with so venerable a name, is apt to go. The 
Thebans having in a rencounter taken several prison¬ 
ers, condemned them all to die as sacrilegious 
wretches, who were excommunicated. The Phocae¬ 
ans did the same by way of reprisal. The latter had 
at first gained several advantages; but having been 
defeated in a great battle, Philomelus their leader, 
being closely attacked upon an eminence from which 
there was no retreating, defended himself for a long 
time with invincible bravery, which, however, not 
availing, he threw himself headlong from a rock, in 
order to avoid the torments which he had reason to 
dread, if he should fall alive into the hands of his 
enemies. Onomarchus his brother was his successor, 
and took upon him the command of the forces. 

This new general had soon levied 
a fresh army, the advantageous pay A. M. 3651. 
be offered procuring him soldiers Ant. J. C.353. 
from all sides. He also by dint of 
money brought over several chiefs of the other 
party, and prevailed upon them either to retire, or 
to act with remissness, by which he gained great 
advantages. 

In this general movement of the Greeks, who had 
taken up arms in favour either of the Phocaeans or of 
the Thebans, Philip thought it most consistent with 
his interest to remain neuler. It was consistent with 
the policy of this ambitious prince, who had little 
regard for religion or the interest of Apollo, but was 
always intent upon his own, not to engage in a war 
by which he could not reap the least benefit; and to 
take advantage of a juncture, in which all Greece, 
employed and divided by a great war, gave him an 
opportunity to extend his frontiers, and push his 
conquests without any apprehension of opposition. 
He was also well pleased to sec both parties weaken 
and consume each other, as he should thereby be 
enabled to fall npon them afterwards with greater 
ease and advantage. 

Being desirous of subjecting Thrace, 4 and of secu- 
curing the conquests he had already 
made in it, he determined to possess A. M. 3651. 
himself of Methone, a small city, in- Ant. J. C. 353. 
capable of supporting itself by its 
own strength, but which gave him disquiet, and ob¬ 
structed his designs, whenever it was in the hands of 
his enemies. Accordingly he besieged that city, made 
himself master of it and razed it. It was-before th '13 
city that he lost one of his eyes, by a very singular 
accident. 5 Aster of Amphipolis had offered his ser¬ 
vice to Philip as so excellent a marksman, that he 
could bring down birds in their most rapid flight. 
The monarch made this answer, “ Well, I will take 


1 Lib. xii. p. GG8, 

3 Iliad, 1. ii. v. 516, 


a Diod. 1. xvj. p, 425—433. 


« Diod. p. 434. 


8 Suidas in xv^ 
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you into my service when I make war upon starlings;” 
which answer stung the cross-bow-man to the quick. 
A repartee proves often of fatal consequence to him 
who makes it; and it is no small merit to know when 
to hold one’s tongue. 'Aster having thrown himself 
into the city, he let fly an arrow, on which was writ¬ 
ten, “To Philip’s right eye,” and gave him a most 
cruel proof that he was a good marksman; for it hit 
him in his right eye. Philip sent him back the same 
arrow with this inscription, “ If Philip lakes the city, 
he will hang up Aster;” and accordingly he was as 
good as his word. 

A skilful surgeon drew the arrow out of Philip’s 
eye with so much art and dexterity, 1 that not the least 
scar remained; and though he could not save his eye, 
he yet took away the blemish. But nevertheless this 
monarch was so weak, 2 as to be angry whenever any 
person happened to let slip the word Cyclops , or even 
the word eye, in his presence. Men, however, seldom 
blush for an honourable imperfection. A Lacedaemo¬ 
nian woman thought more like a man, when, to con¬ 
sole her son for a glorious wound that had lamed 
him, she said, “Now, son, every step you take will 
put you in mind of your valour.” 

After the taking of Methone,» Philip, ever studious 
either to weaken his enemies by new conquests, or 
gain new friends by doing them some important ser¬ 
vice, marched into Thessaly, which had implored his 
assistance against the tyrants. The liberty of that 
country seemed now secure, since Alexander of Phe- 
r;e was no more. _ Nevertheless, the brothers of his 
wife Thebe, who in concert with her, had murdered 
him, grown weary of having for some time acted the 
pari of deliverers, revived his tyranny, and oppressed 
the Thessalians with a new yoke. Lycophron, the el¬ 
dest of the three brothers, who succeeded Alexander, 
had strengthened himself by the protection of the 
Phocoeans. Onomarchus, their leader, brought him 
a numerous body of forces, and at first gained a con¬ 
siderable advantage over Philip: but engaging him a 
second time, he was entirely defeated, and his army 
routed. The flying troops were pursued to the sea¬ 
shore. Upwards ot’ 6000 men were killed on the spot, 
among whom was Onomarchus, whose body was hung 
upon a gallows; and 3000 who were taken prisoners, 
were thrown into the sea by Philip’s order, as so ma¬ 
ny sacrilegious w retches, the professed enemies of re¬ 
ligion. Lycophron delivered up the city of Phene, 
and restored Thessaly to its liberty by abandoning it. 
By. the happy success of this expedition, Philip ac¬ 
quired forever the affection of the Thessalians, whose 
excellent cavalry, joined to the Macedonian phalanx, 
had afterwards so-great a share in his victories, and 
those of his son. 

Phayllus, who succeeded his brother Onomarchus, 
findingthe same resources as he had done, in the im¬ 
mense riches of the temple, raised a numerous army; 
and, supported by the troops of the Lacedaemonians, 
Athenians, and other allies, w hom he paid very large¬ 
ly, went into Boeotia.and invaded the Thebans. For 
a long time success and defeat were nearly equal on 
both sides; but at last Phajllus being attacked with 
a sudden and violent distemper, after suffering the 
most cruel, torments, ended his life in a manner wor¬ 
thy of his Impieties and sacrilegious actions. Phale- 
cus, then very young, the son of Onomarchus, was 
placed in his room; and Mnaseas, a man of great ex¬ 
perience, and strongly attached to his family, was ap¬ 
pointed his counsellor. 

The new leader, treading in the steps of his prede¬ 
cessors, plundered the temple as they had done, and 
enriched all his friends. At last the Phocceans open¬ 
ed their eyes, and appointed commissioners to call 
those to account who had any concern in the public 
moneys. Upon this, Phalecus was deposed; and, af¬ 
ter an exaet inquiry, it was found, that from the be¬ 
ginning of the war there had been taken out of the 
temple upwards of 10,000 talents; that is, about 1,- 
500,000/. Philip, after having freed 

A. M. 3652. the Thessalians, resolved to carry his 
Ant. J,C. 352. arms into Phocis. This is his first 

1 Plin. 1. vii. c. 37. 2 Demct. Phaler, de Elocu.c. iii. 

3 Diod. p. 432—435. 


attempt to get footing in Greece, and to have a 
share in the geheral affairs of the Greeks, from 
which the kings of Macedon had always been ex 
eluded as foreigners. With this view, upon pre¬ 
tence of going over into Phocis, in order to punish 
the sacrilegious Phocaeans, he marches towards Ther¬ 
mopylae, to possess himself of a pass which gave him 
a free passage into Greece, and especially into Attica. 
The Athenians, upon hearing of a inarch which might 
prove of the most fatal consequence to them, hasted 
to Thermopylae, and possessed themselves very sea¬ 
sonably of this important pass, which Philip did not 
dare attempt to force; so that he was obliged to 
turn back into Macedonia. 

SECTION III.— DEMOSTHENES, UPON PHILIP’S AT¬ 
TEMPT ON THERMOPYLAE, HARANGUES THE ATHE¬ 
NIANS, AND ANIMATES THEM AGAINST THAT 
PRINCE. LITTLE REGARD IS PAID TO HlS ADVICE. 
OLYNTHUS, UPON THE POINT OF BEING BESIEGED 
BY PHILIP, ADDRESSES THE ATHENIANS FOR SUC¬ 
COUR. DEMOSTHENES ENDEAVOURS BY HIS ORA¬ 
TIONS TO ROUSE THEM FROM THEIR IETHARG Y. 
THEY SEND BUT A VERY WEAK SUCCOUR, AND 
PHILIP AT LENGTH TAKES THE PLACE. 

As we shall soon see Philip engaged against the 
Athenians, and as they, by the strong exhortations 
and prudent counsels of Demosthenes, will become his 
greatest enemies, and the most powerful opposers of 
his ambitious designs, it may not be improper, before 
we enter upon that part of the historj-, to give a short 
account of the state of Athens, and of the disposition 
of the citizens at that time. 

We must not form a judgment of the character of 
the Athenians, in the age of which we are now speak¬ 
ing, from that of their ancestors, in the times of the 
battles of Marathon and Salamis, from whose virtue 
they had extremely degenerated. They were no 
longer the same men, and had no longer the same 
maxims nor the same manners. They no longer dis¬ 
covered the same zeal for the public good, the same 
application to the affairs of the state, the same cou¬ 
rage in enduring the fatigues of war by sea and land, 
the same care in managing the revenues, the same 
willingness to receive salutary advice, the same dis¬ 
cernment in the choice of generals of the armies, and 
of the magistrates to whom they intrusted the admi¬ 
nistration of the state. To these happy, these glori¬ 
ous dispositions, had succeeded a fondness for repose, 
and cn indolence with regard to public affairs; an 
aversion for military labours, which they now left en¬ 
tirely to mercenary troops; and a profusion of the 
public treasures in games and shows; a love for the 
flattery which their orators lavished upon them; and 
an unhappy facility in conferring public oflices by in¬ 
trigue ana cabal: all the usual forerunners of the ap¬ 
proaching ruin of stales. Such was the situation of 
Athens at the time when the king of Macedon began 
to turn his arms against Greece. 

We have seen that Philip, after va¬ 
rious conquests, had attempted to ad- A. M. 3652. 
vance as far as Phocis, but in vain; Ant. J. C. 352. 
because the Athenians, justly alarmed 
at the impending danger, had stopped him at the pass 
of Thermopylae Demosthenes, 4 taking advantage of 
so favourable a disposition,mounted the tribunal, in or¬ 
der to set before them a lively image of the impend¬ 
ing danger with which they were menaced by the 
boundless ambition of Philip; and to convince them 
of the absolute necessity they were under, from hence, 
to apply the most speedy remedies. Now, as the 
success of his arms and the rapidity of his progress 
spread throughout Athens a kind of terror, bordering 
very near upon despair, the orator, by a wonderful 
artifice, first endeavours to revive their courage, and 
ascribes their calamities solely to their sloth and in¬ 
dolence. For, if they hitherto had acquitted them¬ 
selves of their duty, and thatin spite of their activity 
and their utmost efforts Philip had prevailed over 
them, they then indeed woula not have the least re¬ 
source or hope left. But in this oration, and all those 


* Demostb. 1 Philip. 
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which follow, Demosthenes insists strongly, that the 
aggrandizement of Philip is wholly owing to the su¬ 
pineness of the Athenians; and that it is this supine¬ 
ness which makes him bold, daring, and swells him 
with such a spirit of haughtiness, as even dares to in¬ 
sult the Athenians. 

“ See,” says Demosthenes to them, speaking of Phi¬ 
lip, “ to what a height the arrogance of that man ri¬ 
ses, who will not suffer you to choose either action or 
repose: but employs menaces, and, as fame says, speaks 
in the most insolent terms; and not contented with 
his first conquests, which are incapable of satiating 
bis lust of dominion, engages every day in some new 
enterprise. Possibly you wait till necessity reduces 
you to act. Can there be a greater to freeborn men 
than shame and infamy? Will you then for ever walk 
in the public squares with this question in your 
mouths, 1 What news is there?’ Can there be greater 
news, than that a Macedonian has vanquished the 
Athenians, and made himself the supreme arbiter of 
Greece? ‘Philip is dead,’ says one, ‘No,’ replies 
another, ‘ he is only sick.’ [His being wounded at 
Methane had occasioned all these reports.] But 
whether he be sick or dead is nothing to the purpose, 
O Athenians! for the moment after Heaven had deli¬ 
vered you from him (should you still behave as you 
now do,) you would raise up another Philip against 
yourselves; since the man in questioo owes his gran¬ 
deur infinitely more to your indolence than to his 
own strength.” 

But Demosthenes, not satisfied with bare remon¬ 
strances, or with giving his opinion in general terms, 
proposed a plan, the execution of which he believed 
would check the attempts of Philip. In the first 
place, he advises the Athenians to fit out a fleet of 
fifty galleys, and to resolve firmly to man them them¬ 
selves. He requires them to reinforce these with ten 
galleys lightly armed, which may serve to escort the 
convoys of the fleet and the transports. With regard 
to the land forces,—as in his time the general, elect¬ 
ed by the most powerlul faction, formed the army 
only of a confused assemblage of foreigners and mer¬ 
cenary troops, who did little service,—Demosthenes 
requires them to levy no more than 2000 chosen troops. 
500 of which shall be Athenians, and the rest raised 
from among the allies: with 200 horse, fifty of which 
shall also be Athenians. 

The annual expense of maintaining this little army, 
with regard only to provisions and other matters in¬ 
dependent of their pay, was to amount to little more 
than ninety talents (90,000 crowns,) 1 viz. forty talents 
for ten convoy of galleys, at the rate of twenty minse 
(1000 iivres) per month for each galley; forty talents 
for the 2000 infantry; and ten drachmas, (five Iivres) 
per mouth for each toot-soldier, which five Iivres per 
mouth make a little more than three-pence farthing 
(French money) per diem. Finally, twelve talents 
for the 200 horse, at thirty drachmas (fifteen Iivres) 
per month for each horseman, which fifteen Iivres per 
month make five sols per diem. The reason of my 
relating this so particularly, is to give the reader an 
idea of the expenses of an army in those times. De¬ 
mosthenes adds, that if any one should imagine that 
the preparation of provision is not a considerable step, 
he is very much mistaken; for he is persuaded, that, 
provided the forces do not want provisions, the war 
will furnish them with every thing besides; and that 
without doing the least wrong to the Greeks or their 
allies, they will not fail of sufficient acquisitions to 
make up all deficiencies and arrears of pay. 

But as the Athenians might be surprised at Demos¬ 
thenes’s requiring 30 small a body of forces, he gives 
this reason for it, viz. that at present the situation of 
the commonwealth did not permit the Athenians to 
oppose Philip with a force sufficient to make head 
against him in the field: and that it would be their 
business to make excursions only. Thus his design 
was, that this little army should he hovering perpetu¬ 
ally about the frontiers of Macedonia, to awe, ohserve, 
harass, and to press the enemy, in order to prevent 
them from concerting and executing such enterprises 
with ease, as they might think fit to attempt, 

i Each talent was worth 1000 crowns! 
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What the success of this harangue was, is not 
known. It is very probable, that as the Athenians 
were not attacked personally, they, in consequence 
of the supineness natural to them, were very indiffe¬ 
rent with regard to the progress of Philip’s arms. 
The divisions at this time in Greece were very fa¬ 
vourable to that monarch. Athens and Lacediemon 
on one side were solely intent on reducingthe strength 
of Thebes their rival; whilst, on the other side, the 
Thessalians, in order to free themselves from their 
tyrants, and the Thebans, to maintain the superiority 
which they had acquired by the battles of Leuctra 
and Mantinea, devoted themselves in the most abso¬ 
lute manner to Philip; and assisted him, though un¬ 
intentionally, in making chains for themselves. 

Philip, like an able politician, knew well how to 
take advantage of all these dissensions. This king, 
in order to secure bis frontiers, had nothing more at 
heart than to enlarge them towards Thrace; and this 
he could not do but at the expense of the Athenians, 
who, since the defeat of Xerxes, had many colonies 
(besides several states who were either their allies or 
tributaries) in that country. 

Olynthus, a city of Thrace, in the peninsula of 
Pallene. was one of these colonies. The Olynthians 
had been at great variance with Amyntas, father of 
Philip, and had even very much opposed the latter 
upon his accession to the crown. However, as he 
was not yet firmly established on the throne, he at 
first employed dissimulation, and courted the alliance 
of the Olynthians, to whom, some time after, he gave 
up Potidoea, an important fortress, which he had con¬ 
quered, in concert'with and for them, from the Athe¬ 
nians. When he found himself able to execute his 
project, he took proper measures in order to besiege 
Olynthus. The inhabitants of this city, who saw the 
storm gathering at a distance, had recourse to the 
Athenians, of whom they requested immediate aid. 
The affair was debated in an assembly of the people; 
and as it was of the utmost importance, a great num¬ 
ber of orators met in the assembly. Each of them 
mounted the tribunal in his turn, which was regula¬ 
ted by their age. Demosthenes, who was then but 
four-and-thirty, did not speak till after his seniors 
had discussed the matter a long time. 

In 2 this discourse, 3 the orator, the better to succeed 
in his aim, alternately terrifies and encourages the 
Athenians. For this purpose, he represents Philip in 
•two very different lights. On one side, he is a man 
whose unbounded ambition the empire of the whole 
world would not satiate; a haughty tyrant, who looks 
upon all men, and even his allies, as so many sub¬ 
jects or slaves; and who, for that reason, is no less 
incensed by too slow a submission, than an open re¬ 
volt; a vigilant politician, who, always intent on ta¬ 
king advantage of the oversights and errors of others, 
seizes with eagerness every favourable opportunity; 
an indefatigable warrior, whom his activity multi¬ 
plies, and who supports perpetually the most severe 
toils, without allowing himself a moment’s repose, or 
having the least regard to the difference of seasons; 
an intrepid hero, who rushes through obstacles and 
plunges into the midst of dangers; a corrupter, who 
with his purse bargains, traffics, buys, and employs 
gold no less than iron; a happy prince, on whom 
fortune lavishes her favours, and for whom she seems 
to have forgotten her inconstancy: but, on the other 
side, this same Philip is an imprudent man, who mea¬ 
sures his vast projects, not by bis strength, but merely 
by bis ambition;* a rash man, who, by his attempts, 
himself digs the grave of his own grandeur, and opens 
precipices before him, down which a small. effort 
would throw him; a knave, whose power is raised on 


a Olynth. ii. 

a The oration which Demosthenes pronounced at that 
time, is generally looked upon as the second of the three 
Olynthiacs which relate to this subject. But M. do Tour- 
reil, chiefly on the authority of Dionysius Ilalicarncssco- 
sis, which ought to be of great weight on this occasion, 
changes the order generally observed in Demosthenes’s ora¬ 
tions, and places this at the head nf the Olynthiacs. Though 
I am of this opinion, I shall cite the orations in the order 
they are printed. 
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the most ruinous of all foundations, breach of faith, 
and* * villany; a usurper, hated universally abroad, 
who, by trampling upon all laws, human and divine, 
has made all nations his enemies; a tyrant, detested 
even in the heart of his dominions, in which, by the 
infamy of his manners and his other vices, he has tired 
out the patience of his captains, his soldiers, and of all 
his subjects in general; to conclude, a perjured and 
impious wretch, equally abhorred by heaven and 
earth, and whom the gods are now upon the point of 
destroying by any hand that will administer to their 
wrath, and second their vengeance. 

This is the double picture of Philip, which M. de 
Tourreil draws, by uniting the several detached li¬ 
neaments in the present oration of Demosthenes. By 
this we see the great freedom with which the Athe¬ 
nians spoke of so powerful a monarch. 

Our orator, after having represented Philip one mo¬ 
ment as formidable, the next as very easy to be con¬ 
quered, concludes, that the only certain method for 
reducing such an enemy, would be to reform the nc.w 
abuses, to revive the ancient order and regulations, 
to appease domestic dissensions, and to suppress the 
cabals which are incessantly forming; and all this in 
such a manner, that every thing - may unite in the sole 
point of the public service; and that, at a common 
expense, every man, according to his abilities, may 
concur in the destruction of the common enemy. 

Demades,* bribed by Philip’s gold, opposed very 
strenuous^” the advice of Demosthenes, but in vain; 
for the Athenians sent, under the conduct of Chares 
the general, thirty galleys and 2000 men to succour 
the Olynthians, who in this urgent necessity, which 
so nearly affected all the Greeks in general, could 
obtain assistance only from the Athenians. 

However, this succour did not pre- 

A. M. 3655. vent the designs of Philip, nor the 
Ant. J. C. 349. progress of his arms. For he marches 
into Chalcis, takes several places of 
strength, makes himself master of the fortress of Gira, 
which he demolishe.3, and spreads terror throughout 
the whole country. Olynthus, being thus more 
closely pressed, and menaced with destruction, sent 
a second embas's}' to Athens, to solicit a new reinforce¬ 
ment. Demosthenes argues very strongly in favour 
of their request, and proves to the Athenians, that 
they were equally obliged by honour and interest to 
have regard to it. This is the subject of the Olyn- 
thiac generally reckoned as the third. 

The orator, always animated with a strong and 
lively zeal for the safety and glory of his country, en¬ 
deavours to intimidate the Athenians, by setting be¬ 
fore them the dangers with which they are threaten¬ 
ed; exhibiting to them a most dreadful prospect of 
the future, if they do not rouse from their lethargy: 
for that, in case Philip seizes upon Olynthus, he will 
inevitably attack Athens afterwards with all his forces. 

The greatest difficulty was the means of raising suf¬ 
ficient sums for defraying the expenses requisite for 
the succour of the Olynthians; because the military r 
funds were otherwise employed, viz. for the celebra¬ 
tion of the public games. 

When the Athenians, at the end of the war of 
JEgina, had concluded a thirty years* peace with the 
Lacedtemonians, they resolved to put into their trea¬ 
sury, by way of reserve, 1000 talents every year; at 
the same time prohibiting any person, upon pain of 
death, to mention the employing any part of it, ex¬ 
cept for repulsing an enemy who should invade Atti¬ 
ca. This was at first observed with the warmth and 
fervour which men have for all oew institutions. Af¬ 
terwards Pericles, in order to make his court to the 
people, proposed to distribute amongst them in times 
of peace, 2 the 1000 talents, and to apply it in giving 
to each citizen two oboli at the public shows, upon 
condition, however, that they might resume this fund 
in time of war. The proposal was approved and the 
restriction also. But as a 11 concessions of this kind 
degenerate one time or other into licence, the Athe¬ 

i Suidas in voce AhjuxSh;. 

* These games, besides the two oboli which were distri¬ 
buted to each of the persons present, occasioned a great 
number of other expenses. 


nians were so highly pleased with this distribution, 
(called byDemades birdlime by which the Athenians 
would be catched ) that they would not suffer it to be 
retrenched upon any account. The abuse was carried 
to such a height that Eubulus, one of the heads of 
the faction which opposed Demosthenes, caused a 
decree to be passed, prohibiting any person, upon pain 
of death, from so much as proposing to restore, for 
the service of the war, those funds which Pericles had 
transferred to the games and public shows. Apolio- 
dorus was even punished for declaring himself of a 
contrary opinion, and for insisting upon it. 

This absurd profusion had very strange effects. It 
was impossible to supply it but by imposing taxes, 
the inequality of whicn (being entirely arbitrary) 
perpetuated strong feuds, and made the military pre¬ 
parations so very slow as quite defeated the design 
of them, without lessening the expense. As the ar¬ 
tificers and seafaring people, who composed above 
two-thirds of the people of Athens, did not contri¬ 
bute any part of their substance, and only lent their 
personal services, the whole weight of the taxes fell 
entirely upon the rich. These murmured upon that 
account, and reproached the others with suffering the 
public moneys to be squandered upon festivals, plays, 
and the like superfluities. But the people being sen¬ 
sible of their superiorit) - , paid very little regard to 
their complaints, and had no manner of inclination to 
curtail their diversions, merely to ease people who 
possessed employments and dignities from which they 
were entirely excluded. Besides, any person who 
should dare to propose this to the people seriously 
and in form, would be in great danger of his life. 

However, Demosthenes presumed to introduce this 
subject at two different times; but then he treated it 
with the utmost art and circumspection. After show¬ 
ing that the Athenians were indispensably obliged to 
raise an army, in order to stop the enterprises of 
Philip, he hints (but covertly) that there are no other 
funds than those which were expended on theatrical 
representations, which cau be assigned for levying and 
maintaining an armed force. He demands that com¬ 
missioners might be nominated, not to enact new 
laws (there being already but too many established,) 
but to examine and abolish such as should be found 
prejudicial to the welfare of the republic. He did 
not thereby become obnoxious to capital punishment, 
as enacted by those laws; because he did not require 
that they should be actually abolished, but only that 
commissioners might he nominated to inspect them. 
He only hinted, how highty necessary it was to abo¬ 
lish a law which gave pain to the most zealous citi¬ 
zens, and reduced them to this sad alternative, either 
to ruin themselves, in case they gave their opinion 
boldly and faithfully, or to destroy their country, in 
case they observed a fearful prevaricating silence. 

These remonstrances do not seem to have had the 
success they deserved, since in the following Olyn- 
thiac (which is commonly placed as the first) the ora¬ 
tor was obliged to inveigh once more against the 
misapplication of the military funds. The Olynthi¬ 
ans being now vigorously attacked by Philip, and ha¬ 
ving hitherto been very ill succoured by the merce¬ 
nary soldiery of Athens, required, by a third embas¬ 
sy, a body of troops, which should not consist of mer¬ 
cenaries and foreigners as before, but of true Athe¬ 
nians, of men inspired with a sincere ardour for the 
interest both of their own glory and the common 
cause. The Athenians, at the earnest solicitation of 
Demosthenes, sent Chares a second time, with a re¬ 
inforcement of seventeen galleys, of 2000 foot and 
300 horse, all citizens of Athens, as the Olynthians 
had requested. 

The fullowingyear Philip possessed 
himself of Olynthus. 4 Neither the A. M. 3656. 
succours nor the efforts of the Athe- Ant. J. C.348. 
nians could defend it from its domes¬ 
tic enemies. It was betrayed by Euthycrates and 
Lasthenes, two of its most eminent citizens, and ac¬ 
tually in office at that time. Thus Philip entered by 
the breach which his gold had made. Immediately 


3 Diod. 1. xvi. p. 450—452. 
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he plunders this unhappy city, lays one part of the 
inhabitants in chains, and sells the rest for slaves; 
and distinguishes those who had betrayed their city, 
no otherwise than by the supreme contempt he ex¬ 
pressed for them. This king-, like his son Alexander, 
loved the treason but abhorred the traitor. And in¬ 
deed, how can a prince rely upon him who ha3 be¬ 
trayed his country? Every one, 1 * even the common 
soldiers of the Macedonian army, reproached Euthy- 
Crates and Laslhenes for their perfidy; and when 
they complained to Philip upon that account, he on¬ 
ly made this ironical answer, infinitely more severe 
than the reproach itself: “ Do not mind what a pack 
of vulgar fellows say, who call every thing by its real 
name.” 

The king was overjoyed at his being possessed of 
this city, which was of the utmost importance to him, 
as its power might have very much checked his con¬ 
quests. Some years before, 2 the Olynthians had long 
resisted the united armies of Mace’don and Lacedae- 
monia; whereas Philip had taken it with very little 
resistance, at least had not lost many men in the siege, 
He now caused shows and public games to be ex¬ 
hibited with the utmost magnificence; to these he 
added feasts and entertainments, in which he made 
himself very popular, bestowing on all the guests con¬ 
siderable gifts, and treating them with the utmost 
marks of his friendship. 

SECTION IV.— PHILIP DECLARES IN FAVOUR OF 
THEBES AGAINST THE PHOCAEANS, AND THEREBY 
ENGAGES IN THE SACRED WAR. HE LULLS THE 
ATHENIANS, NOTWITHSTANDING THE REMON¬ 
STRANCES OF DEMOSTHENES, INTO SECURITY, BY 
A PRETENDED PEACE AND FALSE PROMISES. HE 
SEIZES ON THERMOPYLAE, SUBJECTS THE PHOCAE- 
ANS, AND PUTS AN END TO THE SACRED WAR. 
HE IS ADMITTED INTO THE COUNCIL OF THE 
AMPHICTYONS. 

The Thebans, being unable alone 
A. M. 3657. to terminate the war which they had 
ADt. J. C. 347. so long carried on against the Pho- 
cteans, had recourse to Philip. Hi¬ 
therto, as we before mentioned, he had observed a 
kind of neutrality with respect to the sacred war; 
and he seemed to wait, in order to declare himself, 
till both parties should have weakened themselves by 
a long war, which equally exhausted them both. 
The Thebans had now very much abated of that 
haughtiness and those ambitious views, with which 
the victories of Epaminondashad inspired them. The 
instant therefore that they requested the alliance of 
Philip, he resolved to espouse the interest of thatre- 

f mblic in opposition to the Phoczeans. He had not 
ost sight of the project he had formed, of obtaining 
an entrance into Greece, in order to make himself 
master of it. To give success to his design, it was 
proper for him to declare in favour of one of the two 
parties w hich at that time divided all Greece, that is, 
either for the Thebans, or the Athenians and Spar¬ 
tans. He was not so void of sense as to imagine, that 
the latter choice would assist his design of securing 
to himself a share in the affairs of Greece. He there¬ 
fore had no more to do but to join the Thebans, who 
offered themselves voluntarily to him, and who stood 
in need of Philip’s power to support themselves in 
their declining condition. He therefore declared at 
once in their favour. But to give a specious colour 
to his arms, besides the gratitude which he affected 
to feel for Thebes, in which he had been educated, 
he also pretended to derive honour from the zeal 
with which he was fired, with regard to the insulted 
god; and was very glad to gain the reputation of a 
religious prince, who warmly espoused the cause of 
the god and of the temple of Delphi, in order to con¬ 
ciliate by that means the esteem and friendship of 
the Greeks. Politicians apply every pretext to their 
views, and endeavour to screen the most unjust at¬ 
tempts with the veil of probity, and sometimes even 
of religion; though they very frequently, in the main 
have no manner of regard for either. 


1 Hut. in Apophlh. p. 178. * Diod. 1. xv. p. 341. 


There was nothing Philip had more at heart, 3 than 
to possess himself of Thermopylae, as It opened him 
a passage into Greece; to appropriate all the honour 
of the sacred war to himself, as if he had been prin¬ 
cipal in that affair; and to preside in the Pythian 
games. He was desirous of aiding the Thebans, and 
by their means to possess himself of Phocis: but then, 
in order to put this double design in execution, it 
was necessary for him to keep it secret from the Athe¬ 
nians, who had actually declared war against Thebes, 
and who for many years ha'd been in alliance with 
the Phocaeans. His business therefore was to deceive 
them by placing other objects in their view; and on 
this occasion the politics of Philip succeeded to a 
wonder. 

The Athenians, who began to grow tired of a war 
which was very burdensome, and of little benefit to 
them, had commissioned Ctesiphon and Pbrynon to 
sound the intentions of Philip, and discover what 
were his sentiments with regard to peace. They re¬ 
lated that Philip did not appear averse to it, and that 
he even expressed a great affection for the common¬ 
wealth. Upon this, the Athenians resolved to send a 
solemn embassy, to enquire more strictly into the 
truth, and to procure the fullest information which 
so important a negotiation required. iEscbines and 
Demosthenes were among the ten ambassadors, who 
brought back three from Philip, viz. Ar.tipater, Par- 
menio, and Eurylochus. All the ten executed their 
commission very faithfully, and gave a very good ac¬ 
count of it. Upon this, they were immediately sent 
back with full powers to conclude a peace, and to ra¬ 
tify it by oaths. It was then that Demosthenes, who 
in his first embassy had met some Athenian captives 
in Macedonia, and had promised to return and ran¬ 
som them at his own expense, endeavours to keep his 
word; and, in the mean time, advises his colleagues 
to embark with the utmost expedition, as the repub¬ 
lic had commanded; and to wait as soon as possible 
upon Philip, in what place soever he might be. How¬ 
ever, these, instead of making a speedy despatch, a3 
they were desired, go an ambassador’s pace, proceed 
to Macedonia by land, stay three months in that coun¬ 
try, and give Philip time to possess himself of several 
other strong places belonging to the Athenians in 
Thrace. At last, having come to a conference with 
the king of Macedonia, they agree with him upon 
articles of peace: but he, content with having lulled 
them asleep by the specious pretence of a treaty, de¬ 
ferred the ratification of it from day to day. Philip 
had found means to corrupt the ambassadors one af¬ 
ter another by presents, Demosthenes excepted, who, 
being but one, opposed his colleagues to no manner 
of purpose. 

In the mean time Philip made his troops advance 
continually. Beingarrived at Pheras in Thessaly, he at 
last ratifies the treaty of peace, but refuses to include 
the Phocaeans in it. When news was brought to 
Athens, that Philip had signed the treaty, it occasion¬ 
ed very great joy in that city, especially among those 
who were averse to the war, and dreaded the conse¬ 
quences of it. Among these was Isocrates. 4 He was 
a citizen very zealous for the commonwealth, whose 
prosperity he had very much at heart. The weak¬ 
ness of his voice, together with a timidity natural to 
him, had prevented his appearing in public, and 
mounting like others the tribunal. He had opened a 
school in Athens, in which he read rhetorical lectures, 
and taught youth eloquence with great reputation and 
success. However he had not entirely renounced the 
careof public affairs; and as others served theircoun- 
try viva voce, in the public assemblies, Isocrates en¬ 
deavoured to benefit it by his writings, in which he 
delivered his thoughts; and these being soon made 
public, were very eagerly sought after. 

On the present occasion, he wrote a piece of consi¬ 
derable length, which he addressed to Philip, with 
whom he held a correspondence, but in such terms’as 
were worthy a good and faithful citizen. He was 
then very far advanced in 3 r ears, being at least four¬ 
score and eight. The scope of this discourse was to 

s Demosth. Oral de falsa Legatione. 

* Isocrat. Orat. ad Philip. 
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exhort Philip to take advantage of the peace he had 
just before concluded, in order to reconcile all the 
Greek nations and afterwards to turn his arms against 
fhe king of Persia. The business was to engage in 
this plan four cities, on which all the rest depended, 
viz. Athens, Sparta, Thebes, and Argos. lie confes¬ 
ses, that if Sparta or Athens were as powerful as for¬ 
merly, he should be far from makingsuch a proposal, 
which he was sensible they would never approve; and 
which the pride of those two republics, whilst cher¬ 
ished and augmented by success, would reject with 
disdain. But that now, as the most powerful cities 
of Greece, wearied out and exhausted by long wars, 
and humbled each in their turn by fatal reverses of 
fortune, have equally an interest in layingdown their 
arms, and living in peace, pursuant to the example 
which the Athenians had begun to set them ; the pre¬ 
sent is the most favourable opportunity Philip could 
have, to reconcile and unite the several cities of 
Greece. 

In case he should be so happy as to succeed in such 
a project, so glorious and beneficial a success would 
raise him above whatever had hitherto appeared most 
august in Greece. But the bare project in itself, 
though it should not have so happy an effect as he 
might expect from it, would yet infallibly gain him 
the esteem, the affection and confidence of all the na¬ 
tions of Greece; advantages infinitely preferable to 
the taking of cities, and all the conquests he might 
hope to obtain. 

Some persons indeed, who were prejudiced against 
Philip, represent and exclaim against him as a crafty 

rincc, who gives a specious pretext to his march, 

ut, at the same time, has in reality no other object 
in view than the enslaving of Greece. Isocrates, 
either from a too great credulity, or from a desire of 
bringing Philip into his views, supposes, tbat rumours 
so injurious as these have no manner of foundation; 
it not being probable, that a prince who glories in 
being descended from Hercules, the deliverer of 
Greece, should think of invading and tyrannizingover 
it. But these very reports, which are so capable of 
blackening his name and of sullying all his glory, 
should prompt him to demonstrate the falsity of them 
in the presence of all Greece by proofs that cannot be 
suspected, by leaving and maintaining each city in 
the full possession of its laws and liberties; by re¬ 
moving with the utmost care all suspicions of par¬ 
tiality; by not espousing the interest of one people 
against another; by winning the confidence of all 
men by a noble disinterestedness and an invariable 
love of juctice: in fine, by aspiring to no other title 
than that of the reconciler of the divisions of Greece, 
a title far more glorious than that of conqueror. 

It is in the king of Persia’s dominions that he ought 
to seek and merit those last titles. The conquest of 
it is open and sure to him, in case he ceuld succeed 
in pacifying the troubles of Greece. He should call 
to mind, that Agesilaus, with no other forces than 
those of Sparta, shook the Persian throne, and would 
infallibly have subverted it, bad he not been recalled 
into Greece by the intestine divisions which then 
broke out. The signal victory of the ten thousand 
under Clearchus, and their triumphant retreat in the 
sight of innumerable armies, prove what might be 
expected from the joint forces of the Macedonians 
and Greeks, when commanded by Philip against a 
prince inferior in every respect to him whom Cyrus 
had endeavoured to dethrone. 

Isocrates concludes with declaring, that it seemed 
as if the gods had hitherto granted Philip so long a 
train of successes, with no other view than to enable 
him to form and execute the glorious enterprise, the 
plan of which he had laid before him. He reduces 
the counsel he gave to three heads: That this prince 
should govern his own empire with wisdom and jus¬ 
tice; should heal the divisions between the neigh¬ 
bouring nations and all Greece, without desiring to 
possess any part of it himself; and this being done, 
that he should turn his victorious arms against a coun¬ 
try which in all ages had been the enemy of Greece, 
and had often vowed their destruction. 

It must be confessed that this is a most noble plan, 


and highly worthy a great prince. But Isocrates 
had a very false idea of Philip, if he thought this mo¬ 
narch would ever put it into execution. Philip did 
not possess the equity, moderation, or disinterested¬ 
ness, which such a project required. He really in¬ 
tended to attack Persia, but was persuaded that it 
washis business first to make himselfsecure ofGreece, 
which indeed he was determine to do, not by kind 
services, but by force. He did not endeavour either 
to win over or persuade nations, but to subject and 
reduce them. As on his side he had no manner of 
regard for alliances and treaties, he judged of others 
by himself, and wished to bind them to himself by * 
much stronger tics than those of friendship, gratitude, 
and sincerity. 

As Demosthenes was better acquainted with the 
state of affairs than Isocrates, so he formed a truer 
judgment of Philip’s designs. Upon his return from 
his embassy, he declares expressly, that he does not 
approve either of the discourse or the conduct of the 
Macedonian king, but that every thing is to be dread¬ 
ed from him. On the contrary, iEschines, who had 
been bribed, assures the Athenians, that he had dis¬ 
covered nothing but the greatest candour and sin¬ 
cerity in the promises arid proceedings of this king. 
He had engaged that Thespke and Platmae should be 
re-peopled, in spite of the opposition of the Thebans; 
that in case he should succeed in subjecting the Pho- 
oa?ans, he would preserve them, and not do them the 
least injury; that he would restore Thebes to the 
good order which had before been observed in it; 
that Oropus should be given up absolutely to the 
Athenians; and that, as an equivalent for Amphipo- 
lis, they should be put in possession of Eubcea. It 
was to no purpose that Demosthenes remonstrated 
to his fcllow-citizcns, that Philip, notwithstanding all 
these glorious promises, was endeavouring to make 
himself absolute master of Phocis; and that by aban¬ 
doning it to him they would betray the common¬ 
wealth, and give up all Greece into his hands. He 
was not attended to, and the oration of iEschines, 
who engaged that Philip would make good his seve¬ 
ral promises, prevailed over that of Demosthenes. 

These deliberations gave that 
prince an opportunity to possess A. M. 3653. 
himself of Thermopylae, and to en- Ant. J. C. 346. 

ter Phocis. 1 Hitherto there had 
been no possibility of reducing the Phcaeans; but 
Philip had only to appear; the bare sound of his 
name filled them with terror. Upon the supposition 
that he was marching against a herd of sacrilegious 
wretches, not against common enemies, he ordered 
all his soldiers to wear crowns of laurel, and led 
them to battle as under the conduct of the god him¬ 
self whose honour they avenged. The instant they 
appeared, the Phocaeans believed themselves over¬ 
come. Accordingly, they sue for peace, and yield 
to Philip's mercy, who gives Phalecus their leader 
leave to retire into Peloponnesus, with the 8000 men 
in his sendee. In this manner Philip, w ith very lit¬ 
tle trouble, engrossed all the honour of a long and 
bloody war, which bad exhausted the forces of both 
parties. This victory 2 gained him incredible honour 
throughout all Greece, and his glorious expedition 
was the sole topic of conversation in that country. 
He was considered as the avenger of sacrilege, and 
the protector of religion; and they almost ranked 
in the number of the gods the man who bad defended 
their majesty with so much courage and success. 

Philip, that he might not seem to do any thing by 
his own private authority, in an affair which concerned 
all Greece, assembles the council of the Amphictyons, 
and appoints them, for form’s sake, supreme judges 
of the pains and penalties to which the Phocaeans had 
rendered themselves obnoxious. Under the name of 
these judges, who were entirely at his devotion, be 
decrees that the cities of Phocis shall be destroyed, 
or that they should all be redu ced to small towns of 

i Dind. I. xvi. p. 455. . . 

a Inoredibile quantum ea res apud omnes nationes rm- 
lipno glori® dedit. Ilium vindieem sncrilegii, ilium ult.orem 
religiouum. Itaque Diis proximus habetur, per quern Deo* 
rum majostas vindicata sit. Justin. 1. viii. c; 
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sixty houses each, and that those towns shall be at a 
certain distance one from the other; that those 
wretches who had committed the sacrilege shall be 
irrevocably proscribed; and that the rest shall not 
enjoy their possessions, but upon condition of paying 
an annual tribute, which shall continue to be levied 
till such a time as the whole sums taken out of the 
temple of Delphi shall be repaid. Philip did not 
forget himself upon this occasion. After he had 
subjected the rebellious Phocaeans, he demanded 
that their right of session in the council of the Am- 
pbictyons, which they, had* been declared to have 
forfeited, should be transferred to him. The Am- 
phictyons, of whose vengeance he had now been the 
instrument, were afraid to refuse him, and accord¬ 
ingly admitted him a member of their body; a cir¬ 
cumstance of the highest importance to him, as we 
shall see in the sequel, and of very dangerous conse¬ 
quence to all the rest of Greece. They also gave him 
the superintendence of the Pythian games, in conjunc¬ 
tion with the Boeotians and Thessalians; because the 
Corinthians, who possessed this privilege hitherto, 
had rendered themselves unworthy of it, by sharing 
in the sacrilege of the Phocaeans. 

When news was brought to Athens of the treat¬ 
ment which the Phocaeans had met with, the former 
perceived, but too late, the wrong step they had 
taken io refusing to comply with the counsels of 
Demosthenes; and in abandoning themselves blindly 
to the vain and idle promises of a traitor, w'ho had 
sold bis country. Besides the shame and grief w ith 
which they were seized, for having failed in the obli¬ 
gations by which they were bound to the Phocaeans 
by their confederacy with them, they found that they 
had betrayed their own interests in abandoning 
their allies. For Philip, by possessing himself of 
Phocis, was become master of Thermopylae, which 
opened him the gates, and put into his hands the keys 
of Greece. The Athenians, 1 therefore, being justly 
alarmed upon their own account, gave orders that 
the women and children should be brought out of the 
country into the city; that the walls should be 
repaired, and the Piraeeus fortified in order to put 
themselves into a state of defence in case of an 
invasion. 

The Athenians bad no share in the decree by which 
Philip had been admitted among the Amphictyor.s. 
They perhaps had absented themselves purposely, 
that they might not authorize it by their presence; 
or, which was more probable, Philip, in order to 
remove the obstacles and avoid the impediments 
he might meet with in the execution of his design, 
assembled, in an irregular manner, such of the Am- 
phictyons alone as were entirely at his devotion. In 
short, he conducted his intrigue so very artfully, that 
he obtained his ends. This election might be dis¬ 
puted as clandestine and irregular; and therefore he 
required a confirmation of it from the states, who, as 
members of that body, had a right either to reject or 
ratify the new choice. Athens received the circular 
invitation; but in ail assembly of the people, w'hich 
was called in order to deliberate on Philip’s demand, 
several were of opinion that no notice should be 
taken of it. Demosthenes, however, was of a con¬ 
trary opinion; and though he did not approve in any 
manner of the peace which had been concluded with 
Philip, he did not think it would be for their interest 
to infringe it in the present juncture; since that 
could not be done without stirring up against the 
Athenians both the new Amphictyon and those who 
had elected him. His advice therefore was, that 
they should not expose themselves unseasonably to 
the dangerous consequences which might ensue, in 
case of their determinate refusal to consent to the 
almost unanimous decree of the Amphictyons; and 
protested, that it was their interest prudently to 
submit, for fear of worse, to the present condition 
of the times; that is, to comply with what was not 
In their power to prevent. This is the subject of 
Demosthenes’s discourse, entitled, Oration on the 
Peace . We may reasonably believe that his advice 
was follo wed. 

» Demostln de fals. Legal, p. 312. """ 
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SECTION V .— PHILIP, BEING RETURNED TO MACE¬ 
DONIA, EXTENDS IIIS CONQUESTS INTO ILLYRIA 
AND THRACE. HE PROJECTS A LEAGUE WITH 
THE TIIEKANS, THE MESSENTANS, AND TIIE AR- 
GJVES, TO INVADE PELOPONNESUS IN CONCERT 
WITH THEM. ATHENS HAVING DECLARED IN 
FAVOUR OF THE LACEDXSIONLANS, TIHS LEAGUE 
IS DISSOLVED. IIE AGAIN MAKES AN ATTEMPT 
UPON EUBCEA, BUT PHOCICN DRIVES HIM OUT 
OF IT. CHARACTER OF THAT CELEBRATED 
ATHENIAN. PHILIP BESIEGES rERlNTHUS AND 
BYZANTIUM. THE ATHENIANS, ANIMATED BY 
THE ORATIONS CF DEMOSTHENES, SEND SUC¬ 
COURS TO THOSE TWO CITIES, UNDER THE 
COAIM AND OF FHOCION, WHO FORCES PHILIP TO 
RAISE THE SIEGE OF THOSE PLACES. 

After Philip had settled every 
thing relating to the worship of the A. M. 3660. 
god, and the security of the temple Ant. J. C. 344. 
of Delphi, he returned into Mace¬ 
donia crowned with glory, and carrying with him 
the reputation of a religious prince and an intrepid 
conqueror. Diodorus observes,- that all those who 
hat! shared in profaning and plundering the temple, 
perished miserably, and came to a tragical end. 

Philip, 3 satisfied with having opened tu himself a 
passage into Greece by his seizure of Thermopylae; 
having subjected Phocis, established himself one of 
the judges of Greece, by bis new dignity of Amphic¬ 
tyon; and gained the esteem and applause of all 
nations, by his zeal to avenge the honour of the 
deity: judged very prudently, that it would be 
proper for him to check his career, in order to pre¬ 
vent all the states of Greece from taking aims against 
him, by discovering too soon his ambitious views 
with regard to that country. In order, therefore, to 
remove all suspicion, and to soothe the disquietudes 
which arose on that occasion, he turned his arms 
against Illyria, purposely to extend his frontiers on 
that side, and to keep his troops always in exercise 
by some new expedition. 

The same motive prompted him afterwards to go 
into Thrace. In the very beginning of his reign he 
had dispossessed the Athenians of several strong 
places ia that country. Philip still carried on his 
conquests there, Suidas observes, 4 that before he 
took Olynthus, he had made himself master of thirty- 
two cities in Chalci«, which is part of Thrace. The 
Chersonesus also was situated very commodiously for 
him. This was a very rich peninsula, in which there 
were a great number of powerful cities and fine 
pasture lands. It had formerly belonged to the 
Athenians. The inhabitants put themselves under 
the protection of Lacedcemonia, when Lysander had 
captured Athens; but submitted again to their first 
masters, after Conun, the son of Timotheus, had rein¬ 
stated his country. Cutys, king of Thrace, after¬ 
wards dispossessed the Athenians of the Chersonesus; 
but it was restored to them by Chersobleptus, 5 son 
of Cotys, who finding himself unable to defend it 
against Philip, gave it up to them the fourth year of 
the 106th Olympiad; reserving, however, to himself 
'Cardia, ivhich was the most considerable city of the 
peninsula, and formed, as it were, the gate and 
entrance to it. After Philip had deprived Cherso¬ 
bleptus of his kingdom, 6 which happened the second 
year of the 109th Olympiad, the inhabitants of Cardia 
being afraid of falling into the hands 
of the Athenians, who claimed their A. M. 3661. 
city as having formerly belonged Ant. J. C. 343. 
to them, submitted themselves^to 
Philip, who did not fail to take them under his 
protection. 7 

Diopithes, the head of the colony 
which the Athenians had sent into A. M. 3662. 
Chersonesus, looking upon this step Ant. J. C. 342. 
in Philip as an act of hostility against 
the commonwealth, without waiting for an order, 
and fully persuaded that it would not be disavowed, 


» Diod. 1. xvi. p. 456. 3 Ibid. p. 463. 

* In Kxqxv. b Diod. 1. xvi-. p. 434 

6 Ibid. p. IG4. i Liban. in Derposlli. p. 75. 
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marches suddenly into the dominions of that prince 
in the maritime part of Thrace, whilst he was carry¬ 
ing on an important war in Upper Thrace; plunders 
them before he had time to return and make head 
against him, and carries off a rich booty, all which 
he lodged safe in Chersonesus. Philip, not being 
able to avenge himself in the manner he could have 
wished, contented himself with making grievous 
cumplaints to the Athenians by letters on that sub¬ 
ject. Such as received pensions from him in Athens, 
served him but too effectually. These venal wretches 
loudly exclaimed against a conduct, which, if not 
prudent, was at least excusable. They declaim 
against Diopithes; impeach him of involving the 
state in war; accuse him of extortion and piracy; 
insist upon his being recalled, and prosecute his con¬ 
demnation with the utmost heat and violence. 

Demosthenes, seeing at this juncture that the 
public welfare was inseparably connected with that 
of Diopithes, undertook his defence, which is the 
subject of his oration on the Chci'soncsvs. This 
Diopithes was father to Menander, the comic poet, 
whom Terence has copied so faithfully. 

Diopithes was accused of oppressing,the allies by 
his unjust exactions. However, Demosthenes lays 
the least stress on this, because it was personal: be 
nevertheless pleads his apology (transiently) frum 
the example of all the generals, to whom the islands 
and cities of Asia Minor paid certain voluntary 
contributions, by which they purchased security to 
their merchants, aud procured convoys for them 
to guard them against the pirates. It is true, indeed, 
that a man may exercise oppressions, and ransom 
allies very unseasonably. But in this case, a bare 
decree, an accusation in due form, 1 a galley appoint¬ 
ed'to bring home the recalled general; all this is 
sufficient to put a stop to abuses. But it is other¬ 
wise with regard to Philip’s enterprises. These 
cannot be checked either by decrees or menaces; 
and nothing will do this effectually, but raising 
troops, and fitting out galleys. 

“Your orators,” says he, “cry out eternally to 
you, that we must make choice, either of peace or 
war; but Philip does not leave this at our option, he 
who is daily meditating some new r enterprise against 
us. And can we doubt but it was he who broke the 
peace, unless it is pretended that we have no reason 
to complain of him, as long as he shall forbear ma¬ 
king any attempts on Attica and the Piraeus'? But it 
will then be too late for us to oppose him; and it is 
cow that we must prepare strong barriers against his 
ambitious designs. You ought to lay it dowm as a 
certain maxim, O Athenians! that it is you he aims 
at; that he considers you as his most dangerous 
enemies; that your ruin alone can establish his tran¬ 
quillity, and secure his conquests; and that whatever 
lie is now projecting, is merely with the view of 
falling upon you, and of reducing Athens to a state 
of subjection. And, indeed, can any of you be so 
vastly simple, as to imagine that Philip is so greedy 
of a few' paltry towns, 2 (for what other name can we 
bestow on those which he now attacks?) as to sub¬ 
mit to fatigues, the inclemency of the seasons, and 
dangers, merely for the sake of gaining them; but 
that as for the harbours, the arsenals, the galleys, the 
silver mines, and the immense revenues, of the Athe¬ 
nians; that he considers these with indifference, does 
not covet them in the least, but will suffer } r ou to 
remain in quiet possession of them? 

“What conclusions ere we to draw from all that 
has been said? Why, that so far from cashiering the 
army we have in Thrace, it must be considerably 
reinforced and strengthened by new levies, in order 
that, as Philip has always one in readiness to oppress 
and enslave the Greeks, we, on our side, may always 
have one on foot to defend and preserve them.” 
There is reason to believe Demosthenes’s advice was 
followed. 

The same year that this oration was spoken, 3 
Arymbas, king of the Moiossi or Epirus died. He 
was son of Alee tas, and had a brother called Neopto- 

1 It was called 

a Diod. 1. xvi. p. 4C5. 


lemus, whose daughter Olympias was married to 
Philip. This Neoptolemus, by the influence and 
authority of his son-in-law, was raised so high as to 
share the regal power with his elder brother, to 
whom only it lawfully belonged. This first unjust 
action was followed by a greater. ^ For after the 
death of Arymbas, 4 * Philip played his part so well, 
either by his intrigues or his menaces, that the 
Molossians expelled iEacidas, son and lawful suc¬ 
cessor to Arymbas, and established Alexander, son of 
Neoptolemus, sole king of Epirus. This prince, who 
was not only brother-in-law, but son-in-law, to 
Philip, whose daughter Cleopatra he had married, as 
will be observed in the sequel, carried his arms into 
Italy, and there died. After this iEacjdas re-ascend¬ 
ed the throne of his ancestors, reigned alone in Epi¬ 
rus, and transmitted the crown to his son, the famous 
Pyrrhus (so celebrated in the Roman history,) and 
second cousin to Alexander the Great, Alcetas being 
grandfather to both those monarchs. 

Philip, after his expedition in Illyria and Thrace, 
turned his views towards Peloponnesus. Terrible 
commotions prevailed at that time in this part of 
Greece. 6 Lacedamionia assumed the sovereignty 
of it, with no other right than that of being the 
strongest. Argos and Messene being oppressed, had 
recourse to Philip. He had just before concluded a 
peace with the Athenians, who, on the faith of their 
orators that had been bribed by this prince, imagined 
he was going to break with the Thebans. However, 
so far from that, after having subdued Fhocis, he 
divided the conquest with them. The Thebans 
embraced with joy the favourable opportunity which 
resented itself, of opening him agate through which 
e might pass into Peloponnesus, in which country 
the inveterate hatred they bore to Sparta made them 
foment divisions perpetually, and continue the war. 
They therefore solicited Philip to join with them, 
the Messenians, and Argives, in order to humble in 
concert the power of Lacedfemonia. 

This prince readily came into an alliance which 
suited his view's, lie proposed to the Amphictyons, 
or rather dictated to tneni, the decree, which ordain¬ 
ed that Lacedaemonia should permit Argos and Mes¬ 
sene to enjoy an entire independence, pursuant to the 
tenor of a treaty lately concluded; and, upon pretence 
of not exposing the authority of the states-general of 
Greece,’ he ordered at the same time a large body of 
troops to march that way. Lacedasmonia, being justly 
alarmed, requested the Athenians to succour them; 
and by an embassy pressed earnestly for the conclu¬ 
ding of such an alliance as their common safety might 
require. The several powers, whose interest it was 
to prevent this alliance from being concluded, used 
their utmost endeavours to gain their ends. Philip 
represented, by his ambassadors to the Athenians, 
that it would he very wron«- in them to declare war 
against him; that if he did not break with the 
Thebans, his not doing so w'as no infraction of the 
treaties; that before he could have broken his W'ord 
in this particular, he must first have given it; and that 
the treaties themselves proved manifestly that he had 
not made any promise to that purpose. Philip indeed 
said true, with regard to the written articles and the 
public stipulations; but iEschincshad made this pro¬ 
mise by word of mouth in his name. On the other 
side, the ambassadors of Thebes, of Argos and Mes¬ 
sene, were also very urgent with the Athenians, and 
reproached them with having already secretly favour¬ 
ed the Lacedaemonians but too much, who were the 
professed enemies to the Thebans and the tyrants of 
Peleponnesns. 

But Demosthenes, 6 insensible to all these solicita¬ 
tions, and mindful of nothing but the real interest of 
his country, ascended the tribunal, in order to en¬ 
force the negotiation of the Lacedaemonians. He 
reproached the Athenians, according to his usual 
custom, with supineness, and indolence. He exposes 
the ambitious designs of Philip, which he still pur- 

4 Justin, book viii. eh. 6, curtaih the genealogy of this 
prince, and confounds this succession. 

s Demosth. ia Philipp, ii. Libau. in Deraosth. 

6 Philip, ii. 


a In Thrace. 
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sues, and declares that they aim at no less than the 
conquest of all Greece. “ You excel,” says he to 
them, “ both you and he, in that circumstance which 
is the object of your application and your cares. You 
speak better than he, and he acts better than you. 
The experience of 4 he past ought at least to open your 
eyes, and make you more suspicious and circumspect 
with regard to him: but this serves no other purpose 
than to lull you asleep. At this time his troops are 
inarching towards Peloponnesus; he is sending money 
to it, and his arrival in person, at the head ot a pow¬ 
erful army, is expected every moment. Do you think 
that you will be secure, after he shall have possessed 
himself of the territories round you? Art has invent¬ 
ed for the security of cities various methods of de¬ 
fence, as ramparts, walls, ditches, and the like works; 
but nature surrounds the wise with a common bill* 
wark, which covers them on all sides, and provides 
for the security of states. What is this bulwark? It 
is distrust.” lie concludes with exhorting the Athe¬ 
nians to rouse from their lethargy; to send immedi¬ 
ate succour to the Lacedaemonians: and, above all, 
to punish directly all such domestic traitors as have 
deceived the people, and brought their present cala¬ 
mities upon them, by spreading false reports, and 
employing captious assurances. 

The Athenians and Philip did not }^et come to an 
open rupture; whence we may conjecture, that the 
latter delayed his invasion of Peloponnesus, in order 
that he might not have too many enemies upon his 
hands at the same time. However, he did not sit still, 
but turned his views another way. Philip had a long 
time considered Euboea as well calculated, from its 
situation, to favour the designs he meditated against 
Greece; and in the very beginning of his reign, had 
attempted to possess himself of it. 'He indeed set 
every engine to work at that time, in order to seize 
upon that island, which he called the Shackles of 
Greece. But the Athenians, on the other side, were 
highly interested in not suffering it to fall into the 
hands of an enemy; especially as it might be joined 
to the continent of Attica by a bridge. However, 
according to the usual custom, they continued indo¬ 
lent whilst Philip pursued his conquests. The latter, 
who was continually attentive and vigilant over his 
interest, endeavoured to carry on an intelligence in 
the island, and by dint of presents bribed those who 
had the greatest authority in it. At the request of 
certain of the inhabitants, 1 he sent some troops pri¬ 
vately thither; possessed himself of several strong 
places: dismantled Porthmos, a very important for- 
tressin Euboea, and established three tyrants or kings 
over the country. He also seized upon Oreum, one 
of the strongest cities of Eubcca, of which it possess¬ 
ed the fourth part: and established five tyrants over 
it, who exercised an absolute authority there in his 
name. 

Upon this, 2 Plutarch of Eretria sent a deputation 
to the Athenians, conjuring them to come and deli¬ 
ver that island, every part of which was upon the 
point of submitting entirely to the Macedonian, The 
Athenians upon this sent some troops under the com¬ 
mand of Phocion. That general had already ac¬ 
quired great reputation, 3 and will have, in the sequel, 
a great share in the administration of affairs, both 
foreign and domestic. He had studied in the Acade¬ 
my under Plato, and afterwards under Xenocrates, 
and in that school had formed his morals and his life, 
upon the model of the most austere virtue. We are 
told that no Athenian ever saw him laugh, weep, or 
go to the public baths. Whenever he went into the 
country, or was in the army, he always walked bare¬ 
foot, 4 and without a cloak, unless the weather hap¬ 
pened to be insupportably cold; so that the soldiers 
used to say, laughing, “See! Phocion has got his 
cloak on; it is a sign of a hard winter.” 

He knew that eloquence is a necessary quality in a 
statesman, for enabling him to execute happily thd 
great designs he may undertake during his adminis- 

1 Demoeih. Philipp, iii. p. 93. 

* Plutarch, in Phoc. p, 74G, 747. 

* Plutarch, in Phoc. p. 743. 745. 

4 Socrates used often to walk in that manor, 
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tration. He therefore applied himself particularly to 
the attainment of it and with great success. Per¬ 
suaded that it is with words as with coins, of which 
the most esteemed are those that with less weight 
have most intrinsic value, Phocion had formed a live¬ 
ly, close, concise style, which expressed a great many 
ideas in few' words/ Appearing one day absent in an 
assembly, where he was preparing to speak, he was 
asked the reason of it; “I am considering,” says he, 
“ whether it is not possible for me to retrench some 
part of the discourse which I am to make.” He was 
a strong reasoner, and by that means prevailed over 
the most sublime eloquence; which made Demosthc- 
ues, who had often experienced this, whenever he 
appeared to harangue the public, say, “There is the 
axe which cuts away the whole effect of my words.” 
One would imagine that this kind of eloquence is ab¬ 
solutely contrary to the genius of the vulgar, w ho re¬ 
quire the same things to be often repeated, and with 
greater extent, in order to their being more intelligi¬ 
ble. But it was not so with the Athenians. Lively, 
penetrating, and lovers of a hidden sense, they valued 
themselves upon understanding an orator at half a 
word, and really understood him. Phocion adapted 
himself to their taste, and in this point surpassed even 
Demosthenes, which is saying a great deal. 

Phocion observing, that those persons who at this 
time were concerned in the administration, had di 
vided it into military and civil; that one part,as Eu 
bulus, Aristophon, Demosthenes, Lycurgus, and By 
perides, confined themselves merely to haranguing 
the people and proposing decrees; that the other 
part, as Diopithes, Leosthenes, and Chares,advanced 
themselves by military employments; he chose rather 
to imitate the conduct of Solon, Aristides, and Peri¬ 
cles, who had known how to unite both talents, po¬ 
litical science with military valour. Whilst he was 
id employment peace and tranquillity were always 
Ill's object, as heing the end of every wise govern¬ 
ment; and yet he commanded in more expeditions, 
not only than all the generals of his time, but even 
than all his predecessors. He was honoured with the 
supreme command five-and-forty times, without hav¬ 
ing once asked or made interest for it; and it was al¬ 
ways in his absence that he was appointed to com¬ 
mand the armies. The world was astonished, that, 
being of so severe a turn of mind, and so great an 
enemy to flattery of every kind, he should know how, 
in a manner, to fix in his own favour the natural le¬ 
vity and inconstancy of the Athenians, though he fre¬ 
quently used to oppose very strenuously their will 
and caprice, without regard to their captiousness and 
delicacy. The idea they had formed to themselves 
of his probity and zeal for the public good, extin¬ 
guished every other sentiment; and that, according 
to Plutarch, was what generally made his eloquence 
so efficacious and triumphant. 

I thought it necessary to give the 
reader this slight idea of Phocion’s A. M. 5663. 
character, because frpquent mention Ant. J. C. 341. 
will be made of him in the sequel. It 
was to him the Athenians gave the command of the 
force? they sent to the aid of Plutarch of Eretria. 
But this traitor repaid his benefactors with ingratitude, 
set up the standard against them, and endeavoured 
openly to repulse the very army he had requested. 
However, Phocion was not at a loss how to act upon 
this unforeseen perfidy; for he pursued his enterprise, 
won a battle, and drove Plutarch from Eretria. 

After this great success, Phocion returned to Athens: 
but he was no sooner gone, than all the allies regret¬ 
ted the absence of his goodness and justice. Though 
the professed enemy of every kind of oppression and 
extortion, he knew how to insinuate himself into the 
minds of men with art; and at the same time that he 
made others fear him, he had the rare talent of mak¬ 
ing them love him still more. He one day made 
Chabrias a fine answer, who appointed him to go 
with ten light vessels to levy the tribute which cer¬ 
tain cities, in alliance with Athens, paid every year. 

“ To what purpose,” says he, “ is such a squadron? 
too strong, if t am only to visit allies; but too weak, 
if I am to fight enemies.” The Athenians knew very 
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well by the consequences, the signal services which 
Phociun’s great capacity, valour, and experience, had 
done them in the expedition of Euboea; for Molos- 
sus, who succeeded him, and who took upon himself 
the command of the troops after that general, was so 
unsuccessful, that he fell into the hands of the enemy. 

Philip, 1 who did not lay aside the 
A. M. 3G64. design he had formed of conquering 
Ant. J. C.340. all Greece, changed his plan of at¬ 
tack, and sought for an opportunity 
of distressing Athens another way. He knew that 
tills city, from the barrenness of Attica, stood in 
greater want than any other of foreign corn. To dis¬ 
pose at his discretion of their supplies, and by that 
means starve Athens, he marches towards Thrace, 
from whence that city imported the greatest part of 
its provisions, with an intention to besiege Perinthns 
and Byzantium. To keep his kingdom in obedience 
during his absence, he left his son Alexander in it, 
with sovereign authority, though he was but fifteen 
years old. This young prince gave, even at that time, 
proofs of his courage; having defeated certain neigh¬ 
bouring states, subject to Macedonia, who had consi¬ 
dered the king’s absence as a very proper time for 
executing the design they had formed of revolting. 
This happy success of Alexander’s first expeditions 
was highly agreeable to his father, and at the same 
time an earnest of w hat might be expected Irom him. 
But fearing lest, allured by this dangerous bait, he 
should abandon himself inconsiderately to his vivacity 
and fire, he sent for him in order to become his mas¬ 
ter, and train him under his own eye in the art of war. 

Demosthenes still continued to exclaim against the 
iudolence of the Athenians, whom nothing could 
rouse from their lethargy; and also against tne ava¬ 
rice of the orators, who, bribed by Philip, amused 
the people under the specious pretence of a peace, 
which he had 3worn to, yet violated openly everyj 
day by the enterprises he formed against the com¬ 
monwealth. This is the subject of Ins orations, call¬ 
ed the Philippics. 

“ Whence comes it,” 2 says he, “ that all the Greeks 
formerly panted so strongly after liberty, and now 
run so eagerly into servitude? The reason is, be¬ 
cause there prevailed at that time among the people, 
what prevails no longer amung us; that which tri¬ 
umphed over the riches of the Persians; which main¬ 
tained the freedom of Greece; which never acted in¬ 
consistently on any occasion either by sea or by land; 
but which being now extinguished in every heart, 
has entirely ruined our affairs, and utterly subverted 
the constitution of Greece. It is that common hatred, 
that general detestation, in which they held every 
person who had a soul abject enough to sell himself 
to any man who desired either to enslave or even 
corrupt Greece. In those times, to accept of a pre¬ 
sent w r as a capital crime, which never failed of being 
punished with death. Neither their orators nor their 
generals exercised the scandalous traffic now become 
so common in Athens, where a price is set upon every 
thing, and where all things are sold to the highest 
bidder. 

“ In these happy times, 3 the Greeks lived in a per¬ 
fect union, founded on the love of the public good, 
and the desire of preserving and defending the com¬ 
mon liberty. But in this age, the states abandon one 
another, and give themselves up to reciprocal dis¬ 
trusts and jealousies. All of them, without excep¬ 
tion, Argives, Thebans, Corinthians, Lacedaemonians, 
Arcadians, and ourselves no less than others; all, all, 
I say, form a separate interest; and this it isthatren¬ 
ders the common enemy so powerful, 

“The safety of Greece consists, 4 therefore, in our 
uniting together against this common enemy, if that 
be possible. But at least, as to what concerns each 
of us in particular, tins incontestible maxim should 
be deeply engraven in your minds, that Philip is ac¬ 
tually attacking you at this time; that he lias infringed 
the peace; that, by seizing upon all the fortresses 
around you, he opens and prepares the way for at¬ 
tacking you yourselves; and that he considers us as 

i Deniost. pro Cies. p. 486, 487, a Philipp, iii. p. yO. 

* Ibid. iv. p. 10*2. 4 Ibid. p. 97. 


his mortal enemies, because he knows that we are the 
only persons capable of opposing the ambitious de¬ 
signs lie entertains of grasping universal pow er. 

•* * These consequently we must oppose with all im¬ 
aginable vigour, 5 and for that purpose must ship off, 
without loss of time the necessary aids for the Cher- 
sonesus and Byzantium; you must provide instantly 
whatever necessaries your generals may require; in 
fine, you must concert together such means as are 
most proper to save Greece, which is now threatened 
with the utmost danger. Though all the rest of the 
Grei ks should bow their necks to the yoke, 6 yet you, 

O Athenians! ought to persist in fighting always for 
the cause of Liberty. After such preparations made 
in presence of all Greece, let us excite all other states 
to second us: let us acquaint every people with our 
resolutions, and send ambassadors to Peloponnesus, 
Rhodes, Chio, and especially to the king of Persia; 
for it is his interest, as well as ours, to check the ca¬ 
reer of that man.” 

The sequel will show, that Demosthenes’s advice 
was followed almost exactly. At the time he was de¬ 
claiming in this manner, Philip was marching towards 
the Chersonesns. lie opened the campaign with the 
siege of Perinthns, a considerable city of Thrace. 
The Athenians having prepared a body of troops to 
succour that place, 7 the orators prevailed so far by 
their speeches, that Chares was appointed commander 
of the. fle< t. This general was universally despised, 
for his manners, rapine, and mean capacity; but in¬ 
trigues and influence supplied the place of merit on 
this occasion, and faction prevailed over the. counsels 
of the most prudent and virtuous men, as happens but 
too often. The success answered the rashness of the 
choice which had been made: but what could be ex¬ 
erted from a general whose abilities were as small as 
is voluptuousness was great; 8 who took along with 
him, in his military expeditious, a band of musicians, 
both vocal and instrumental, who were in tiis pay, 
and whose salary was defrayed out of the moneys ap¬ 
pointed for the service of the fleet ! In short, the ci¬ 
ties themselves, to whose succour he w’as sent, would 
not suffer him to come into their harbours; so that 
his fidelity being universally suspected, lie was 
obliged to sail from coast to cuast, ransoming the al¬ 
lies, and contemned by the enemy. 

In the mean time, 9 Philip was carrying on the siege 
of Perinthns with great vigour. He had 30,000 cho¬ 
sen troops, and military engines of all kinds without 
number. He had raised towers eighty cubits high, 
which far out-topped those of the Perinthians. He 
therefore had a great advantage in battering their 
w’alls. On one side he shook the foundations of 
them by subterraneous mines: and on the other he 
beat down w hole masses with his battering rams; nor 
did the besieged make a less vigorous resistance; for 
as soon as one breach was made, Philip was surprised 
to see another wall behind it, just raised. The in¬ 
habitants of Bjzantium sent them all the succours 
necessary. The Asiatic gatrapre, or governor, by the 
king of Persia’s order, to whonp we have seen 
the Athenians had applied for assistance, likewise 
threw' forces into the place. Philip, in order to de¬ 
prive the besieged of the succours the Byzantines 
gave them, went in person to form the siege of that 
important city, leaving halt his army to carry on that 
of Perinlhus. 

He w'as desirous to appear (in outw’ard show') very 
tender of giving umbrage to the Athenians, whose 
power he dreaded, and whom he endeavoured to 
amuse by fine words. At the time we nowr speak oU 
Philip, by way of precaution against their disgust of 
his measures, wrote a letter to them, in which he en¬ 
deavours to shake off the edge of their resentments, 
by reproaching them in the strongest terms for their 
infraction of the several treaties, which he boasts he 
has observed very religiously: in this piece he inter¬ 
spersed very artfully (for he was a great master of 
eloquence) such complaints and menaces as are best 
calculated to restrain mankind, either from a pnncl- 


* Philipp, iii. p, 88. 
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pie of fear or shame. This letter is a masterpiece in 
the original. A majestic and persuasive vivacity 
shines in every part of it; a strength and justness of 
reasoning sustained throughout; a plain and unaf¬ 
fected declaration of facts, each of which is followed 
by its natural consequence; a delicate irony; in fine, 
that noble and concise style which is so well suited 
to crowned heads. We might here very justly appfy 
to Philip, what was said of Ctesar, 1 “That he nan- 
died the pen as well as he did the sword.” 

This letter is so long, and, besides, is filled with so 
great a number of particular facts (though each of 
these are important,) that it will not admit of being 
reduced to extracts, or to have a connected abridg¬ 
ment made of it. 1 shall therefore cite but one pas¬ 
sage, by which the reader may form a judgment of 
the rest. 

“At the time of our most open rupture?,” says 
Philip to the Athenians, “you went no farther than 
to fit out privateers against me; to seize and stll the 
merchants that came to trade in my dominions; to 
favour anypaity that opposed my measures; and to 
infest the places subject to me by your hostilities: 
but now you carry hatred and injustice to such pro¬ 
digious lengths, as even to send ambassadors to the 
Persian, in order to excite him to declare war against 
me. This must appear a most astonishing circum¬ 
stance; for before he had made himself master of 
Egypt and Phoenicia, you had resolved, in the most 
solemn manner, that in case he should attempt any 
new enterprise,you then would invite me, in common 
with the rest of the Greeks, to unite our forces 
against him: and, nevertheless, at this time you carry 
your hatred to such a height as to negotiate an 
alliance with him against me. 1 have bee n told, that 
formerly your fathers imputed to the sou of Pisistratus 
as an unpardonable crime, his having requested the 
succour of the Persians against the Greeks; and yet 
you do not blush to commit yourselves what you 
were perpetually condemning in the person of your 
tyrants.” 

Philip’s letter did him as much service as a good 
manifesto, and gave his pensioners in Athens a 6ne 
opportunity of justifying him to people who were 
very desirous of easing themselves of political in- 

S uietudes, and greater enemies to expense and labour, 
tan to usurpation and tyranny. The boundless ambi¬ 
tion of Philip and the eloquent zeal of Demosthenes 
were perpetually clashing. There was neither a 
peace nor a truce between them. The one covered 
very industriously, with a specious pretence, his enter¬ 
prises and infractions of the treaty; and the other 
endeavoured as strongly to reveal the true motives 
of them to a people whose resolutions had a great 
influence with respect to the fate of Greece. On this 
occasion, Demosthenes was sensible how highly 
necessary it was to erase, as soon as possible, the first 
impressions which the perusal of this letter might 
make on the minds of the Athenians. Accordingly, 
that zealous patriot immediately ascends the tribunal. 
He at first speaks in an affirmative tone of voice, 
which is often more than half, and sometimes the 
whole proof in the eyes of the multitude. He affixes 
to the heavy complaints of Philip the idea of an 
express declaration of war; and then, to animate liis 
fellow citizens, to fill them with confidence, in the 
resolution with which he inspires them, he assures 
them that all things portend the impending ruin of 
Philip; the gods, Greeks, Persians, Macedonians, and 
even Philip himself. Demosthenes does not observe, 
in his harangue, the exact rules of refutation; he 
avoids contesting facts which might have been disad¬ 
vantageous, so happily had Philip disposed them, and 
So well had he supported them by proofs that seemed 
answerable. 

The conclusion which this orator draws from all 
his arguments is this: 2 “Convinced of these truths, 
O Athenians! and strongly persuaded that we can 
no longer be allowed to affirm that wc enjoy peace 
(for Philip lias now declared war against us by his 
letter, and has long done the came by li is conduct,) 
1 EoiJcm ultimo ilixii, fjuo beliavil. Quinlil. I. x. c. 1. 
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you ought not fo spare either the public treasure or 
the possessions of private persons; but when occa¬ 
sion shall require, haste to your respective standards, 
and set abler generals at your head than those you 
have hitherto employed. For no one among you 
ought to imagine, that the same men who have ruined 
your affairs will be able to restore them to their 
former happy situation. Think how infamous it is, 
that a man from Macedon should contemn dangers 
to such a degree, that, merely to aggrandize his 
empire, he should rush into the midst of combats, and 
return from battle covered with wounds; and that 
Athenians, whose hereditary right it is to obey no 
man, bnt to impose laws on others sword in hand; 
that Athenians, I say, merely through dejection of 
spirit and indolence, should degenerate from the 
glory of their ancestors, and abandon the intere-A 
of their country.” 

At the very time they were examining this affair, 
news was brought of the shameful reception Chares 
had met with from the allies, which raised a general 
murmur among the people, who now, fired with 
indignation, greatly repented their having sent aid to 
the Byzantines. Phocion then rose up, and told the 
people, “That they ought not to be exasperated at 
the distrust of the allies, but at the conduct of the 
generals who had occasioned it. For it is these,” 
continued he, “who render yon odious and formi¬ 
dable even to those who cannot save themselves from 
destruction without your assistance.” And indeed 
Chares, as we have already observed, was a general 
without valour or military knowledge. His whole 
merit consisted in having gained a great ascendant 
over the people bj' the haughty and bold air which 
he assumed. Hi- presumption concealed his inca¬ 
pacity from himself; and a sordid principle of avarice 
made him commit as many blunders as enterprises. 

The people, struck with this dis¬ 
course, immediately changed their A. M. 3665. 
opinion, and appointed Phocion him- Ant. J. C.339. 
self to command, a body of fresh 
troops, in order to succour the allies upon the Hel¬ 
lespont. This choice contributed more than any 
thing to the preservation of Byzantium. Phocion 
had already acquired great reputation, not only for 
his valour and ability in the art of war, but still more 
for his probity and disinterestedness. The Byzan¬ 
tines, on his arrival, opened their gates to him with 
joy, and lodged his soldiers in their houses, as if 
they had been their own brothers and children. The 
Athenian officers and soldiers, struck with the confi¬ 
dence. reposed in them, behaved with the utmost 
prudence and modestj', and were entirely irreproach¬ 
able in their conduct. Nor were they less admired 
for their courage; and in all the attacks they sustain¬ 
ed, discovered the utmost intrepidity, which seemed 
to be animated by the sight of danger. Fhocion’s 
prudence, 3 seconded by the bravery of his troops, 
soon forced Philip to abandon his design upon By¬ 
zantium and Perinthus. This very much diminished 
his fame and glory; for he hitherto had been thought 
invincible, and nothing had been able to oppose him. 
Phocion took some of his ships, recovered ninny 
fortresses which he had garrisoned; and having made 
several descents upon different parts of his territories, 
he plundered all the open country, till a bodj r of 
forces having assembled to check his progress, he was 
obliged to retire, after having been wounded. 

The Byzantines and Perinthians testified their 
gratitude to the people of Athens by a very honoura¬ 
ble decree, 4 preserved by Demosthenes in one of his 
oration«, the substance of which 1 shall repeat here. 
“Under Bosphoricus the Pontiff’, 5 Damagetus, after 
having desired leave of the. senate to speak, said, in 
a full assembly: Inasmuch as in times past the con¬ 
stant good will of the people of Athens towards the 
Byzantines and Perinthians, united by alliance and a 
common origin, has never failed upon any occasion; 
as this good will, so often signalized, has lately dis¬ 
played itself, when Philip of Macedon (who had 


3 Bind. 1. xvi, p. 4<>8. 
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taken up arms to destroy Byzantium and Perinthus) 
battered our walls, burnt our country, cut down our 
forests; as in a season of so great calamity this benefi¬ 
cent people has succoured us with a fleet of 120 sail, 
furnished with provisions, anus, and forces; as they 
have saved us from the greatest danger; in fine, as 
the}' have restored us to the quiet possession of our 
government, our laws, and our tombs; the Byzantines 
and Perinthian®, by a decree, grant to the Athenians 
liberty to settle in the countries belonging to Perin¬ 
thus and Byzantium; to marry in them, to purchase 
lands and to enjoy all the prerogatives of citizens: 
the} r also grant them a distinguished place at public 
shows, and the right of sitting both in the senate and 
the assembly of the people, next to the pontiffs: and 
farther, that every Athenian, who shall think proper 
to settle in either of the two cities above mentioned, 
shall be exempted from taxes of any kind: that, in 
the harbour, three statues of sixteen cubits each shall 
be set up, which statues shall represent the people 
of Athens crowned by those of Byzantium and Perin¬ 
thus: and, besides, that presents shall be sent to the 
four solemn games of Greece; and that the crown 
we have decreed to the Athenians shall there be 
proclaimed: so that the same ceremony may acquaint 
all the Greeks, both with the magnanimity of the 
Athenians, and the gratitude of the Perinthians and 
Byzantines.” 

"The inhabitants of the Chersonesus made a like 
decree, the tenor of which is as follows: “Among 
the nations inhabiting the Chersonesus, the people 
of Sestos, of Eleontum, of Mady tis, and of Alopecon- 
nesus, decree to the people and senate of Athens a 
crown of gold of sixty talents; 1 and erect two altars, 
the one to the goddess of gratitude, and the other to 
the Athenians, for their having, by the most glorious 
of all benefactions, freed from the yoke of Philip the 
people of the Chersonesus, and restored them to the 
possession of their country, their laws, their liberty, 
and their temples: an act of beneficence which they 
will fix eternally in their memories, and never cease 
to acknowledge to the utmost of their power. All 
which they have resolved in full senate." 

Philip, 2 after having been forced to raise the siege 
of Byzantium, marched against Atheas, king of Scy¬ 
thia, from whom he had received some personal 
cause of discontent, and took his son with him in this 
expedition. Though the Scythians had a very- 
numerous army, he defeated them without any diffi¬ 
culty. He got a very great booty, which consisted 
not in gold or silver, the use and value of which the 
Scythians were not as yet so unhappy as to know: 
but in cattle, in horses, and a great number of women 
and children. 

At his return from Scythia, the Triballi, a people 
of Mcesia, disputed bis passage, laying claim to part 
of the plunder he was carrying off. Philip was forced 
to come to a battle; and a very bloody one was 
fought, in which great numbers on each side were 
killed on the spot. The king himself was wounded 
in the thigh, and with the same thrust had his horse 
killed under him. Alexander flew to his father’s 
aid; and, covering him with his shield, killed or put 
to flight all who attacked him. 

SECTION VI— PHILIP, BY HIS INTRIGUES, SUC¬ 
CEEDS IX GETTING HIMSELF APPOINTED GENE- 
RALISSIMO OF THE GREEKS, IN THE COUNCIL OF 
THE AMFHICTYONS. HE POSSESSES HIMSELF 
OF ELAT.EA. THE ATHENIANS AND THEBANS, 
ALARMED BY TIIE CONQUEST OF THIS CITY, 
UNITE AGAINST PHILIP. HE MAKES OVERTURES 
OF PEACE, WHICH, UPON THE REMONSTRANCES OF 
DEMOSTHENES, ARE REJECTED. A BATTLE IS 
FOUGHT AT CHiERONiEA, WHERE PHILIP GAINS A 
SIGNAL VICTORY. DEMOSTHENES IS ACCUSED 
AND BROUGHT TO A TRIAL BY JESCHINES. THE 
LATTER IS BANISHED, AND GOES TO RHODES. 
The Athenians had considered the siege of Byzan- 
t : um as an absolute rupture, and an open declaration 


i Sixly thousand French crowns. 
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of war. The king of Macedon, 3 who ^ jyj ggQg 
was apprehensive-.of the consequences j q ’ 
of it, and dreaded very much the 
power of the Athenians, whose hatred he had drawn 
upon himself, made overtures of peace, in order to 
soften their resentments. Phocion, little suspicious, 
and apprehensive of the uncertainty of the events of 
war, was of opinion that the Athenians should accept 
his offers. But Demosthenes, who had studied the 
genius and character of Philip more than Phocion, 
and was persuaded that, accoi’ding to bis usual 
custom, his only view was to amuse and impose upon 
the Athenians, prevented their listening to his pacific 
proposals. 

It was very much the interest of this prince to 
terminate immediately a war, 4 which gave him great 
cause of disquiet, and particularly" distressed him by 
the frequent depredations of the Athenian privateers, 
who infested the sea bordering upon his dominions. 
They entirely interrupted all commerce, and pre¬ 
vented his subjects from exporting any of the pro¬ 
ducts of Macedonia into other countries, or foreigners 
from importing into his kingdom the merchandise it 
wanted. Philip was sensible that it would be impos¬ 
sible for him to put an end to this war, and free him¬ 
self from the inconveniences attending it, otherwise 
than by exciting the Thessalians and Thebans against 
Athens. He could not yet attack that city with any 
advantage, either by sea or land. His naval forces 
were at this time inferior to those of that republic; 
and the passage by land to Attica would be shut 
against him, as long as the Thessalians should refuse 
to join him, and the Thebans should oppose his 
passage. If, with the view of prompting them to 
declare war against Athens, he were to ascribe no 
other motive for it than his private enmity, he was 
very sensible that it would have no effect with either 
of‘the states; but in that case he could once prevail 
with them to appoint him their chief (upon the 
specious pretence of espousing their common cause,) 
he then hoped it would be easier for him to make 
them acquiesce in his desires, either by persuasion 
or deceit. 

This was his aim; the smallest traces of which it 
highly concerned him to conceal, in order not to 
ive the least opportunity for any one to suspect the 
esign he meditated. In every city he retained 
pensioners who sent him notice of whatever passed, 
and by that means were of great use to him, and 
were accordingly well paid. By their machinations 
he raised divisions among the Locri Ozolce, otherwise 
called the Locrians of Amphissa, from the name of 
their capital city: their country was situated between 
iEtolia and Phocis; and they were accused of having 
profaned a spot of sacred ground, by ploughing up 
the Cyrrhean field, which lay very near the temple 
of Delphi. The reader has seen that a similar cause 
of complaint occasioned the first sacred war. The 
affair was to be heard before the Amphictyons. Had 
Philip employed in his own favour any known or 
suspicious agent, he plainly saw that the Thebans and 
the Thessalians would infallibly suspect his design; 
in which case, all parties would not fail to stand 
upon their guard. 

But Philip acted more artfully, by carrying on hia 
designs by persons in the dark, which entirely pre¬ 
vented their being discovered. By the assiduity of 
his pensioners in Athens, he bad caused Aeschines, 
who was entirely devoted to him, to be appointed 
one of the Pylagori , by which name those were 
called who were sent by the several Greek cities to 
the assembly of the Amphictyons, The instant he 
came into it, he acted the more effectually in favour 
of Philip, as, from heing a citizen of Athens, which 
had declared openly against this prince, he was less 
suspected. Upon his remonstrances, a visit to the 
place was appointed, in order to inspect the spot ot 
ground, of which the Amphissians had hitherto been 
considered (he lawful possessors, but which they now 
were accused of usurping by a most sacrilegious act. 
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Whilst the Amphictyons were visiting- the spot of 
ground in question, the Locrians fall upon them una¬ 
wares, pour in a shower of darts, and oblige them to 
fly. So open an outrage kindled the flames of resent¬ 
ment and war against these -Locrians. Cottyphus, 
one of the Amphictyons, took the held with the army 
intended to punish the rebels; but many not coming 
to the rendezvous, the army retired without acting. 
In the following assembly of the Amphictyons, the 
affair was debated very seriously. It was there that 
the orators previously bribed by Philip exerted all 
their eloquence, and by a studied oration, proved to 
the deputies, that they must either assess themselves 
to support foreign soldiers and punish the rebels, or 
else elect Philip for their general. The deputies, to 
save their respective states the expense, and secure 
them from the dangers and fatigues of a war, resolved 
upon the latter. Upon which, by a public decree, 
“ambassadors were sent to Philip of Macedon, who, 
in the name of Apollo and the Amphictyons, implore 
his assistance, beseech him not to neglect the cause 
of that god which the impious Amphissians make 
their sport; and notify to him, that for this purpose 
all the Greeks, associated in the council of the Am* 
phictyons, elect him for their general, with full power 
to act as he shall think proper.” 

This was the honour to which Philip bad long as¬ 
pired; the aim of all his views, and end of all the en¬ 
gines he had set at work till that time. He therefore 
did not lose a moment, but immediately assembles 
his forces; and feigning to direct his march towards 
the Cyrrhean field, forgetting now both the Cyr- 
rheans and Locrians who had only served as a spe¬ 
cious pretext for his journey, and for whom he had 
not the least regard; he possessed himself of Elatasa, 
the greatest city in Phoos, standing on the river Ce- 
phissus, and the most happily situated for the design 
he meditated, of awing the Thebans, who now began 
to open their eyes, and to perceive the danger they 
were in. 

This news being brought to Athens m the evening,! 
spread terror through every part of the city. The 
next morning an assembly was summoned, when the 
herald, as was the usual custom, cries with a loud 
voice, “Who among you will ascend the tribunal?” 
However, no person appears for that purpose: upon 
which he repeated the invitation several times: but 
still no one rose up, though all the generals and ora¬ 
tors were present; and although the common voice 
of the country, with repeated cries, conjured some¬ 
body to propose some salutary counsel: For, says 
Demosthenes (from whom these particulars are taken,) 
whenever the voice of the herald speaks in the name 
of the laws, it ought to be considered as the voice of 
the country. During this general silence, occasioned 
by the universal alarm with which the minds of the 
Athenians were seized, Demosthenes, animated at the 
sight of the great danger his fellow-citizens were in, 
ascends the tribunal, and endeavours to revive the 
spirits of the drooping Athenians, and inspire them 
with sentiments suitable to the present conjuncture 
and the necessities of the state. Excelling equally 
in politics and eloquence, by the extent of his supe¬ 
rior genius, he immediately suggests a plan which in¬ 
cludes all that was necessary for the Athenians to 
perform both at home and abroad, by land as well as 
by sea. 

The people of Athens were under a double error 
with regard to the Thebans, and he therefore endea¬ 
vours to undeceive then]. They imagined that peo¬ 
ple were inviolably attached, both from interest and 
inclination, to Philip; but he proves to them, that the 
majority of the Thebans waited only an opportunity 
to declare against that monarch, and that the con¬ 
quest of Elataea has apprized them of what they are 
to expect from him. On the other side, they looked 
upon the Thebans as their most ancient and most 
dangerous enemies, and therefore could not prevail 
with themselves to afford them the least aid in the 
extreme danger with which they were threatened. 
It must be confessed, that there had always been a 
declared enmity between the Thebans and Atheni- 
i Utmost, pro Ctcs. p. 501-50-1. Diud. lib, xvi. p. 477. 
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ans, which rose so high that Pindar was sentenced 
by the Thebans to pay a considerable fine for having 
applauded the city of Athens in one of his poems, 2 
Demosthenes, notwithstanding that prejudice had ta¬ 
ken such deep root in the minds of the people, yet 
declares in their favour; and proves to the Athenians 
that their own interest lies at stake; and that they 
could not please Philip more, than in leaving Thebes 
to his mercy, the ruin of which would open him a 
free passage to Athens. 

Demosthenes afterwards unfolds to them, the views 
of Philip in taking that city. “ What then is his de¬ 
sign, and wherefore did he possess himself of Elatrca? 
He is desirous, on one side, to encourage those of his 
faction in Thebes, and to inspire them with greater 
boldness, by appearing- at the head of his army, and 
advancing liis power and forces around that city. On 
the other side, he wishes to strike unexpectedly the 
opposite faction, and stun them in such a manner as 
may enable him to get the better of it either by ter¬ 
ror or force. Philip,” says he, “ prescribes the man¬ 
ner in which you ought to act, by the example he 
himself sets you. Assemble, at.Eleusis, a body of 
Athenians, of an age fit for service, and support these 
by your cavalry. By this step you will show all 
Greece that you are ready armed to defend yourselves; 
and inspire your partisans in Thebes with such reso¬ 
lution, as may enable them both to support their rea¬ 
sons, and to make head against the opposite party, 
when they shall perceive, that as those who sell their 
country to Philip, have forces in Elatasa ready to as¬ 
sist them upon occasion, in like manner those who 
are Avilling to fight for the preservation of their own 
liberties, have you at their gates ready to defend them 
in case of an invasion.” Demosthenes added, that it 
would be proper for them to send ambassadors imme¬ 
diately to the different states of Greece, and to the 
Thebans in particular, to engage them in a common 
league against Philip. 

This prudent and salutary advice was followed in 
'every particular: and in consequence thereof a de¬ 
cree was formed, in which, after enumerating the se¬ 
veral enterprises by which Philip had infringed the 
peace, it continues thus: “For this reason the senate 
and people of Athens, calling to mind the magnani¬ 
mity of their ancestors, who preferred the liberty of 
Greece to the safety of their own country, have re¬ 
solved, that, after offering up prayers and sacrifices to 
call clown the assistance of the tutelar gods and de¬ 
migods of Athens and Attica, 200 sail of ships shall 
be put to sea. That the admiral of their fieet shall 
go, as soon as possible, and cruise on the other side 
of the pass of Thermopylae; while at the same time 
the generals by land, at the head of a considerable 
body of horse and foot, shall march and encamp in 
the neighbourhood of Eleusis. That ambassadors 
shall likewise be sent to the other Greeks; but first 
to the Thebans, as these are most threatened by Phi¬ 
lip. Let them be exhorted not to have any dread of 
Philip, but to maintain courageously their individual 
independence, and the common liberty of all Greece. 
And let it be declared to them, that though formerly 
some subjects of discontent may have cooled the re¬ 
ciprocal friendship between them and us, the Atheni¬ 
ans, however, obliterating the remembrance of past 
transactions, will now assist them with men, money, 
darts, and all kinds of military weapons; persuaded 
that such as are natives of Greece may, very honour¬ 
ably, dispute with one another for pre-eminence; but 
that they can never, without sullying the glory of the 
Greeks, and derogating from the virtue of their an¬ 
cestors, suffer a foreigner to despoil them of that pre¬ 
eminence, nor consent to so ignominious a slavery.” 

Demosthenes, who was at the head of this embas¬ 
sy, 3 immediately set out for Thebes: and indeed he 
had no time to lose, since Philip might reach Attica 
in two days. This prince also’sent ambassadors to 


* He had called Athens a flourishing and renowned city, 
the bulwark of Greece. xai ia*?^**, 'Exxk^oj 

Effjc-/**, y.Ktivut ’ASZvxi. But the Athenians not only in¬ 
demnified the poet, and sent him money to pay his fine, but 
even erected a statue in honour of him. 
a Tlut. in Demosth. p. 853, 854. 
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Thebes. Among these Python was the chief, 1 who 
distinguished himself greatly by his lively and per¬ 
suasive eloquence, which it was scarce possible to 
withstand; so that the rest, of the deputies were mere 
babblers in comparison to him: however, here he met 
with a superior. And, 2 indeed, Demosthenes, in an 
oration where he relates the services he had done the 
commonwealth, expatiates very strongly on this, and 
places the happy success, of so important a negotia¬ 
tion at the head of his political exploits. 

It was of the utmost importance for the Athenians 
to draw the Thebans into the alliance, 3 as they were 
neighbours to Attica, and covered it; had troops ex¬ 
cellently well disciplined, and had been considered, 
ever since the famous victories of Leuctra and Man- 
tinea, as holding the first rank among the several 
states of Greece for valour and military skill. To 
effect this was no easy matter; not only because of 
the great service which Philip had lately done them 
during the war of Phocis.but likewise because of the 
ancient inveierate antipathy between Thebes and 
Athens. 

Philip’s deputies, spoke first. They displayed, in 
the strongest light, the kindness with which Philip 
had loaded the Thebans, and the innumerable evil*, 
which the Athenians had made them sull'er. They 
represented, in the most forcible manner, the great 
benefit they might reap from laying Attica waste, the 
flocks, goods, and power of which would be carried 
into their city: whereas, by joining in a league with 
the Athenians, Bceotia would thereby become the seat 
of war, and would alone sufl'er the losses, depreda¬ 
tions, burnings, and all the other calamities which 
are the inevitable consequences of it. They conclu¬ 
ded with requesting, either that the Thebans would 
join their forces with those of Philip against the 
Athenians; or, at least, permit him to pass through 
their territories to enter Attica. 

The love of his country, and a just indignation at 
the breach of faith ami usurpations of Philip, had al¬ 
ready sufficient!}" animated Demosthenes; but the’ 
sight of an orator, who seemed to contest with him 
the superiority of eloquence, inflamed his zeal,and 
inspired him with new vigour. To the captious ar¬ 
guments of Python he opposed the actions themselves 
of Philip, and particularly the late taking of Elattea, 
which evidently discovered his designs. He repre¬ 
sented him as a restless, enterprising, ambitious, craf¬ 
ty, perfidious prince, who had formed the design of 
enslaving all Greece; but who, to succeed the better 
in his schemes, had the caution to attack the different 
states of it singly; a prince, whose pretended benefi¬ 
cence was onl} a snare for the credulity of those who 
did not know him, in order to disarm those whose 
zeal for the public liberty might be an obstacle to his 
enterprises. He proved to tlu*m, that the conquest of 
Attica, so far from satiating the inordinate avidity of 
this usurper, would only give him an opportunity of 
subjecting Thebes and the rest of the cities of Greece. 
That therefore the interest of the two commonwealths 
being henceforward inseparable, they ought to erase 
entirely the remembrance of their former divisions, 
and unite their forces to repel the common enemy. 

The Thebans were not long in forming their reso¬ 
lutions. 4 The nervous eloquence of Demosthenes, 
says an historian, rushing into their souls like an im¬ 
petuous wind, rekindled there so ardent a zeal for 
their country and so mighty a passion for liberty, 
that, banishing from their minds every idea of fear, 
of prudence, or ingratitude, his discourse transported 
ana ravished them like a fit of enthusiasm, and in¬ 
flamed them solely w ith the love of true glory. Here 
we have a proof of the power which eloquence has 
over the minds of men, especially when it is heighten¬ 
ed by a love and zeal for the public good. One sin¬ 
gle man swayed all things at his will in the assemblies 
ot Athens and Thebes, in both which cities he was 
equally loved, respected, and feared. 


1 This Python was a native of Byzantium. The Atheni¬ 

ans had presented him with the freedom of their city ; after 
which ho went over to Philip. Dcmosth, p. ]93. 745. 

a Demosth. in Orat. pro Coron. p. 500. » Ibid. 

4 Thcopomp. apud Plut. in vit. Depmsth. p. 854. 


Philip, quite disconcerted by the union of these two 
nations, sent ambassadors to the Athenians, to request 
them not to levy an armed force, but to live in har¬ 
mony with him. However, they were too justly 
alarmed and exasperated, to listen to any accommo¬ 
dation; and would no longer depend on the word of 
a prince, whose sole aim was to deceive. In conse¬ 
quence, preparations for vrar were made with the ut¬ 
most diligence, and the soldiery discovered incredible 
ardour. Many evil-disposed persons endeavoured to 
extinguish or damp it, by relating fatal omens and 
terrible predictions which the priestess of Delphi was 
said to have uttered: but Demosthenes, confiding 
firmly in the arms of Greece, and encouraged won¬ 
derfully by the number and bravery of the troops, 
who desired only to march against the enemy, would 
not sufl'er them to be amused with these oracles and 
frivolous pedictions. It was on this occasion he said 
that the priestess Philippized, implying by this ex¬ 
pression that it was Philip’s money that inspired 
the priestess, opened her mouth, and made the god 
speak whatever she thought proper. He bade the 
Thebans remember their Epaminondas, and the Athe¬ 
nians their Pericles, who considered those oracles 
and predictions as idle scarecrows, and consulted rea¬ 
son alone. The Athenian army set out immediately, 
and marched to Eleusis; and the Thebans, surprised 
at the diligence of their confederates, joined them 
and waited the approach of the enemy. 

Philip, on the other side, not having been able to 
prevent the Thebans from uniting with Athens, nor 
to draw" the latter into an alliance with him, assem¬ 
bles all his forres, and enters Cueotia. His army con¬ 
sisted of 30,000 foot and 2000 horse: that of his enemy 
was not quite so numerous. The valour of the troops 
may be said to have been equal on both sides; but 
the* merit of the chiefs was notso. And indeed, what 
warrior could be compared at that time to Philip 1 ? 
Iphicrates, Ghabrias, Timotheus, all famous Athenian 
captains, were no more. Fhocion, indeed, might 
have opposed him: but, not to mention that this war 
had been undertaken against his advice, the contrary 
faction had excluded him from the command,and had 
appointed as generals, Chares, who was universally 
despised, and Lysicles, distinguished for nothing but 
his rash and presumptuous audacity. It is the choice 
of such leaders as these, by the means of cabal alone, 
that paves the way to the ruin of states. 

The two armies encamped near Chaeronsea, a city 
of Bceotia. Philip gave the command of his left wing 
to his son Alexander, who was then but sixteen or 
seventeen years old, having posted his ablest officers 
near him; and took the command of the right w'ing 
upon himself. In the opposite army, the Thebans 
formed the right wing, and the Athenians the left. 

At sun-rise, the signal w f as given on both sides. 
The battle was obstinate and bloody, and the victory 
a long time dubious, both sides exerting themselves 
with astonishing valour and bravery. Alexander, 
even at that time, animated with a noble ardour for 
glory, and endeavouring to signalize himself, in order 
to answer the confidence his father reposed in him, 
under whose eye he fought, and made his first essay 
as a commander, discovered in this battle all the ca¬ 
pacity which could have been expected from a vete¬ 
ran general, together with all the intrepidity of a 
young warrior. It was he who broke, after a long 
and vigorous resistance, the sacred batlalioa of the 
Thebans, which was the flower of their army. The 
rest of the troops who were round Alexander, being 
encouraged by nis example, entirely routed them. 

On the right wing, Philip, who W’as determined 
not to yield to his son, charged the Athenians with 
great vigour, and began to make them give way. 
However, they soon resumed their courage, and re¬ 
covered their first post. Lysicles, 6 one of the two 
generals, having broken into some troops which form¬ 
ed the centre of the Macedonians, imagined himself 
already victorious; and hurried on by rash confidence, 
cried out, “ Corne on, my lads, let us pursue them 
into Macedonia.” Philip, perceiving that the Athe¬ 
nians. instead of profiting by the advantage they had 

* Potyam. Stratag. lib. iv. 
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gained, to take his phalanx in flank, pursued his 
troops too vigorously! said cooly, “The Athenians 
do not know how to conquer.” Immediately he 
commanded his phalanx to wheel about to a little em¬ 
inence; and perceiving that the Athenians, in disor¬ 
der, were wholly intent upon pursuing those they had 
broken, he charged them with his phalanx; and at¬ 
tacking them both in flank and rear, entirely rout¬ 
ed them. Demosthenes, who was a greater states¬ 
man than a warrior, and more capable of giving 
wholesome counsel in his harangues, than of support¬ 
ing them by an intrepid courage, threw down his 
anus, and fled with the rest. It is even said, 1 that in 
his flight his robe being caught by a bramble, he ima¬ 
gined that some of the enemy had laid hold of him, 
and cried out, “ Spare my life.” More than 1000 
Athenians were left upon the field of battle, and 
above 2000 taken prisoners, among whom was De- 
inades the orator. The loss was as great on the The¬ 
ban side. 

Philip, after having erected a trophy, and ollered 
to the gods a sacrifice of thanksgiving for his victory, 
distributed rewards to the officers and soldiers, to 
each according to his merit and the rank he held. 

His conduct after this victory shows, that it is much 
easier to overcome an enemy than to conquer one’s 
self, and triumph over one’s own passions. Upon 
his coming from a grand entertainment which he had 
given his officers, being equally transported with joy 
and the fumes of wine, he hurried to the spot where 
the battle had been fought, and there, insulting the 
dead bodies with which the field was covered, he 
turned into a song the beginning of the decree which 
Demosthenes had prepared to excite the Greeks to 
this war, and sang thus, (himself beating time,) “ De¬ 
mosthenes the Peanian, son of Demosthenes, has said,” 
Every body was shocked to see the king dishonour 
himself by this behaviour, and sully his glory by an 
action so unworthy a king and a conqueror; but all 
kept silence. Demades the orator, whose soul was 
free, though his body was a prisoner, was the only 
person who ventured to make him sensible of the in¬ 
decency of this conduct. “Ah sir,” said he, “since 
fortune has given you the part of Agamemnon, are 
you not ashamed to act that of Thersites'?” These 
words spoken with so generous a liberty, opened his 
eyes and brought him to himself. And, so far from 
being displeased with Demades, he esteemed him the 
more for them, treated him with the utmost respect 
and friendship, and conferred all possible honours up¬ 
on him. 

From this moment Philip seemed quite changed 
both in his disposition and behaviour: as if, says an 
historian, 2 the conversation of Demades, had soften¬ 
ed his temper, and introduced him to a familiar ac¬ 
quaintance with the Attic graces. He dismissed all 
the Athenian captives without any ransom, and gave 
the greatest part of them clothes; with the view of 
acquiring, by this favourable treatment, the good will 
of so powerful a commonwealth as Athens. In which, 
says Polybius, 3 he gained a second triumph, more 
glorious for himself, and even more advantageous, 
than the first: for in the battle, his courage had pre¬ 
vailed over none but thbse who were present in it; 
but on this occasion, his kindness and clemency ac¬ 
quired him a whole city, and subjected every heart 
to him. He renewed with the Athenians the ancient 
treaty of friendship and alliance, and granted the 
Boeotians a peace, after having left a strong garrison 
in Thebes. 

We are told that Isocrates, 4 the most celebrated 
rhetorician of that age, who loved his country with 
the utmost tenderness, could not survive the loss and 
ignominy with which it was covered, by the event 
of the battle of Chaeronea. The instant he received 
the news of it, being uncertain what use Philip would 
make of his victory, and determined to die a free¬ 
man, he hastened his end by abstaining from food. 
He was fourscore and eighteen years of age. 


v Plut. in vil. deoem Orat. p. 845. 

5 ‘Ttto too sesnojuiXJiJBVTec rv.'iq 

Died. a Poiyb. 1. y. p. 359. « Plut. ia Isocr. p.837, 
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Demosthenes seemed to have been the principal 
cause of the terrible shock which Athens received at 
this time, and which gave its power such a wound as 
it never recovered. But at the very instant that the 
Athenians heard of this bloody overthrow, 5 w hich af¬ 
fected so great a number of families, when it would 
have been no wonder, and the multitude, seized with 
terror and alarms, given way to an emotion of blind 
anger against the man whom they might consider in 
some measure as the author of this dreadful calamity; 
even at this very instant, I say, the people submitted 
entirely to the counsels of Demosthenes. The pre¬ 
cautions that were taken to post guards, to raise the 
walls, and to repair the ditches, were all in conse¬ 
quence of his advice. He himself was appointed to 
supply the city with provisions and to repair the 
walls, which latter commission he executed with so 
much generosity, that it acquired him the greatest 
honour; and for which, at the request of Ctesiphon, 
a crown of gold was decreed him, as a reward for his 
having presented the commonwealth with a sum of 
money out of his own estate, sufficient to defray what 
was wanting of the sums for repairing the walls. 

On the present occasion, that is, after the battle of 
Chaeronea, the orators who opposed Demosthenes, 
having all risen up in concert against him, and having 
cited him to take his trial according to law, the peo¬ 
ple not only declared him innocent of the several ac¬ 
cusations laid to his charge, but conferred more ho¬ 
nours upon him than he had enjoyed before; so 
strongly did the veneration which they had for his 
zeal and fidelity overbalance the efforts of calumny 
and malice. 

The Athenians (a fickle wavering people, and apt 
to punish their own errors and omissions in the per¬ 
sons of those whose projects were often redcred abor¬ 
tive, for no other reason but because they had exe¬ 
cuted them too slowly) in thus crowning Demosthe¬ 
nes, in the midst of a public calamity which he alone 
seemed to have brought upon them, pay the most 
glorious homage to his abilities and integrity. By 
this wise and brave conduct, they seem in some mea¬ 
sure to confess their own error, in not having follow¬ 
ed his counsel neither fully or early enough: and to 
confess themselves alone guilty of all the evils which 
; had befallen them. 

; But the people did not stop here. 6 The bones of 
such as had keen killed in the battle of Chaeronea, 
having been brought to Athens to be interred, they 
appointed Demosthenes to pronounce the eulogium 
of those brave men; a manifest proof that they did 
not ascribe to him the ill success of the battle, but to 
Divine Providence only, who disposes of human 
events at pleasure; a circumstance which was ex¬ 
pressly mentioned in the inscription engraved on the 
monument of those illustrious deceased warriors. 

This earth entombs those victims to the state 
Who fell a glorious sacrifice to zeal. 

Greece, on the point of wearing tyrant chains. 

Did, by their deaths alone, escape the yoke. 

This Jupiter decreed : no effort, mortals. 

Can save you from the mighty will of fate. 

To gods alone belong the attribute 

Of being free from crimes, with never-ending joy. 

Demosthenes opposed iEschines, 7 who was perpetu¬ 
ally reproaching him with having occasioned the loss 
of the battle in question, with this solid answer: 
“Censure me,” says he, “for the counsels I gave, 
but do not calumniate me for the ill success of them. 
For it is the Supreme Being who conducts and ter¬ 
minates all things; whereas it is front the nature of 
the counsel itself, that wc are to judge of the inten¬ 
tion of him who offers it. If therefore the event has 
declared in favour of Philip, impute it not to me as 
a crime; since it is God, and not myself, who dis¬ 
posed of the victory. But if you can prove that I did 
not exert myself with probity, vigilance, and an ac¬ 
tivity indefatigable, and superior to my strength: if 
with these I did not seek, I did not employ, every 


* Demosth. pro Ctes. p. 511. Plut. in Demosth. p. 855. 
s Plut. in Demosth. p. 855. Demosth. pro Cies. p. 519, 
520, 1 Demosth. pro Ctca. p. 505. 
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method which human prudence could suggest; and 
did not inspire the most necessary and noble resolu¬ 
tions, such as were truly worthy of Athenians; show 
me this, and then give what scope you please to your 
accusations,” 

He afterwards uses that bold and sublime figure, 1 
which is looked upon as the most beautiful passage 
in his oration, and is so highly applauded by Longi¬ 
nus. 2 Demosthenes endeavours to justify his own 
conduct, and prove to the Athenians that they did 
not do wrong in giving Philip battle. He is not sa¬ 
tisfied with merely citing in a frigid manner, the ex¬ 
ample of the great man who had fought for the same 
cause in the plains of Marathon, at Salamis, and be¬ 
fore Plata?#. No, he makes a quite different use of 
them, says this rhetorician; and, on a sudden, as if 
inspired by some god, and possessed with the spirit 
of Apollo himself, cries out, swearing by those brave 
defenders of Greece: “No, Athenians, you have not 
erred, I swear by those illustrious men who fought 
by land at Marathon and Plat##; by sea before Sa¬ 
lamis and Artemissium; and all those who have been 
honoured by the commonwealth with the solemn 
rites of burial; and not those only who have been 
crowned with success,and came offvictorious.” Would 
not one conclude, adds Longinus, that by changing 
the natural air of the proof into this grand and pa¬ 
thetic manner of affirming by oaths of so extraordi¬ 
nary a nature, he deifies, in some measure, those an¬ 
cient citizens; and makes all who die in the same 
glorious manner so many gods, by whose names it is 
proper to swear? 

I have already observed in another place, how na¬ 
turally apt these orations (spoken in a most solemn 
manner, 3 to the glory of those who lost their lives in 
fighting for the cause of liberty) were to inspire the 
Athenian youth with an ardent zeal for their country, 
and a warm desire to signalize themselves in battle. 
Another ceremony observed with regard to those 
children whose fathers had died in the bed of ho¬ 
nour, 4 was no less efficacious to inspire them with the 
love of virtue. In a celebrated festival, in which 
shows were exhibited to the whole people, a herald 
came upon the stage, and producing the young or- 

f )hans drest in complete armour, proclaimed with a 
oud voice: “ These young orphans whom an untime¬ 
ly death in the midst of dangers has deprived of their 
illustrious fathers, have found in the people a parent, 
who has taken care of them till no longer in a state 
of infancy. And now they send them back, armed 
cap-a-pie to follow under the most happy auspices, 
their own affairs; and invite .them to emulate one 
another in deserving the chief employments of the 
state.” By such methods martial bravery, the love 
of one’s country, and the taste for virtue and solid 
glory, are perpetuated in a state. 

It was the very year of the battle of Ch#ronea, and 
two years before the death of Philip, that iEschines, 
jealous of the glory of his rival, impugned the decree 
which had granted him a crown of gold, and drew 
up an accusation against Ctesipbon, or rather against 
Demosthenes. But the cause was not pleaded till 
seven or eight years after, about the fifth or sixth 
year of the reign of Alexander. I shall relate the 
event of it in this place, to avoid breaking in upon 
the history of the life and actions of that prince. 

No cause ever excited so much curiosity, nor was 
pleaded with so much pomp. People flocked to it 
from all parts (says Cicero: 5 ) and they had great 
reason for so doing; for what sight could be nobler, 
than a conflict between two orators, each of them ex¬ 


i Demusth. pro Ctes. p. 50S. 

o Longin. de sublim. c xiv. 

a Demosthenes, in his oration against Leptincs, p. 5G2, 
observes, that the Athenians were the only people who 
caused funeral orations to he spoken in honour of such per¬ 
sons, as had lost their lives in defence of their country. 

* ASschiii. contra Ctesiph. p. 452. 

5 Ad quod judicium concursus dicitur e tota Greeeia foe¬ 

tus esse. Quid enim aut tarn visendum, aut lam audien- 
dum fu it, quam sumniurum oratorum, in gravissima causa, 
accurata et ininiicitiis inccnsa conteniio? Cicer. de opt. gen . 

Qrat. n. 22. 


cellent in his way; both formed by nature, improved 
by art, and animated by perpetual dissensions and an 
implacable animosity against each other? 

These two orations have always been considered 
as the master-pieces of antiquity, especially that of 
Demosthenes. Cicero had translated the whole of 
it, 6 a strong proof of the high opinion he entertained 
of it. Unhappily for us, the preamble only to that 
performance is now extant, which is sufficient to make 
us very much regret the loss of the rest. 

Amidst the numberless beauties which are conspi¬ 
cuous in every part of these two orations, methinks 
there appears (if I may be allowed to censure the 
writings of such great men) a considerable defect, 
that very much lessens their perfection, and which 
appears to me directly repugnant to the rules of solid 
and just eloquence; and that is, the gross, injurious 
terms in which the two orators reproach one another. 
The same objection has been made to Cicero, with 
regard to his orations against Antony. I have alrea¬ 
dy declared, that this style, this assemblage of gross, 
opprobrious expressions, are the very reverse of solid 
eloquence; and indeed, every speech, which is dic¬ 
tated by passion and revenge, never fails of being sus¬ 
pected by those who judge of it; whereas an oration 
that is strong and invincible from its reason and argu¬ 
ment, and which at the same time is conducted with 
reserve and moderation, wins the heart, whilst it in¬ 
forms the understanding; and persuades no less by 
the esteem it inspires for the orator, than by the 
force of his arguments. 

The times seemed to favour iEschines very much; 
for the Macedonian party, whom he always befriend¬ 
ed, was very powerful in Athens, especially after the 
ruin of Thebes. Nevertheless, iEschines lost Iris 
cause, and was justly sentenced to banishment forhU 
rash accusation. He thereupon went and settled him¬ 
self in Rhodes, where he opened a school of eloquence, 
the fame and glory of which continued for many 
ages. He began his lectures with the two orations 
that had occasioned his banishment. Great encomi¬ 
ums were given to that of iEschines: but when they 
heard that of Demosthenes, the plaudits and acclama¬ 
tions were redoubled. And it was then that he spoke 
these words, so highly worthy of praise in the mouth 
of an enemy and a rival: “ But what applauses would 
you not have bestowed, had you heard Demosthenes 
speak it himself.” 

To conclude, the victor made a good use of bis 
conquest. For at the time that iEschines was lea¬ 
ving Athens, in order to embark for Rhodes, Demos¬ 
thenes ran after him, and forced him to accept of a 
urse of money; an offer which must have obliged 
im so much the more, as he had less room to expect 
it. On this occasion iEschines cried out: “How will 
it be possible for me not to regret a country, 7 in 
which I leave an enemy more grtterous, than I can 
hope to find friends in any other part of the world!” 

SECTION VII.— PHILIP, IN THE ASSEMBLY OF THE 
AMPHICT YON'S IS DECLARED GENERAL OF THE 
GREEKS AGAINST THE PERSIANS, AND PREPARES 
FOR THAT IMPORTANT EXPEDITION. DOMESTIC 
TROUBLES IN HIS HOUSEHOLD. HE DIVORCES 
OLYMPIAS, AND MARRIES ANOTHER WIFE. HE 
SOLEMNIZES THE MARRIAGE OF CLEOPATRA HIS 
DAUGHTER WITH ALEXANDER KING OF EPIRUS, 
AND IS KILLED AT THE NUPTIALS. 

THE battle of Ch#ronea may be 
said to have enslaved Greece. Ma- A. M. 3667. 
cedon at that time, with no more than Ant. J. C.337. 
30,000 soldiers, gained a point which 
Persia, with millions of men, had attempted unsuc¬ 
cessful!}' at Plat##, at Salamis, and at Marathon. 
Philip, in the first years of his reign, had repulsed, 
divided, and disarmed his enemies. In the succeed¬ 
ing ones, he had subjected, by artifice or force, the 
most powerful states of Greece, and had made him¬ 
self its arbiter; but now he prepar es to revenge the 

6 De opt. gen. Orat. 

7 Some authors ascribe these words to Demosthenes; 
when, three years alier, he met with the same fate as iEs« 
chines, and was also banished from Athena. 
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injuries which Greece had received from the Barba¬ 
rians, and meditates no less a design than the destruc¬ 
tion of their empire. The greatest advantage he 

ained by his last victory, 1 (and this was the object 

e long had in view, and never lost sight ol) was to 
get himself appointed, in the assembly of the Greeks, 
their generalissimo against the Persians. In this 
quality he made preparations, in order to invade that 
mighty empire. He nominated, as leaders of part of 
his forces, Attains and Parmenio, two of his captains, 
on whose valour and wisdom he chiefly relied, and 
made them set out for Asia Minor. 

But whilst every thing abroad was glorious and 
happy for Philip, 2 he found the utmost uneasiness at 
home: division and trouble reigning in every part of 
his family. The ill temper of Olympias, who was 
naturally jealous, choleric, and vindictive, raised dis¬ 
sensions perpetually in it, which made Philip almost 
out of love with life: not to mention that, as he him¬ 
self was not a faithful husband, it is said that he expe¬ 
rienced, on his wife’s part, the infidelity he had so 
justly deserved. But whether he had a just subject 
of complaint, or whether it was from- fickleness and 
inconstancy, it is certain he proceeded so far as to 
divorce her. Alexander, who had been disgusted 
upon several other accounts, was highly offended at 
this treatment of his mother. 

Philip, after divorcing Olympias, married Cleopa¬ 
tra, niece to Attalus, a very young lad)', whose beau¬ 
ty, however, was so exquisite that he could not resist 
its charms. In the midst of their rejoicings upon oc¬ 
casion of the nuptials, and in the heat of wine, Atta¬ 
lus, who w’as uncle to the new’ queen by the mother’s 
side, took it into his head to say that the Macedoni¬ 
ans ought to beseech the gods to give them a lawful 
successor for their king. Upon this Alexander, who 
was naturally choleric, exasperated at such an insult, 
cried out, “ Wretch, dost thou then take me for a 
bastard?” and at the same time flung the cup at his 
head. Atlalus returned the compliment; upon 
which the quarrel gre\v warmer. Philip, who sat at 
another table, was very much offended to see the 
feast interrupted in this manner; and not recollecting 
that he was lame, drew his sword, and ran directly at 
his son. Happily the father fell, so that the guests 
had an opportunity of stepping in between them. 
The greatest difficulty was. to keep Alexander from 
rushing upon his ruin. Exasperated at a succes¬ 
sion of such heinous affronts, in spite of all the guests 
could say, concerning the duty he owed Philip as his 
father and his sovereign, he vented his resentments 
in this bitter sneer: “ The Macedonians indeed, have 
a captain there, vastly able to cross from Europe into 
Asia; he w’ho cannot step from one table to another, 
without running the hazard of breaking his neck!” 
Afterthese words, he left the hall; and taking Olym¬ 
pias, his mother, along with him, who had been sn 
highly affronted, lie conducted her to Epirus, and 
himself went over to the Ilyirians. 

In the mean time, Demaratus of Corinth, who was 
connected with Philip by the ties of friendship and 
hospitality, and was very free and familiar with him, 
arrived at his court. After the first civilities and ca¬ 
resses were over, Philip asked him whether the Greeks 
were at peace among themselves? “ It indeed be¬ 
comes you, Sir,”replied Demaratus, “lobe concern¬ 
ed about Greece, who have filled your own house 
with feuds and dissensions.” The prince, sensihly 
affected with this reproach,came to himself,acknow¬ 
ledged his error, and sent Demaratus to Alexander 
to persuade him to return home. 

Philip did not lose sight of the 
A. M, 3063. conquest of Asia. Full of the mighty 
Ant. J. C. 336. project which he was revolving in his 
mind, he consults the gods to know 
what would be the event of it. The priestess replied, 
“ The victim is already crowned, his end draw’s nigh, 
and he will soon be sacrificed.” Philip hearing this, 
did not hesitate a moment, but interpreted an oracle in 
his own favour, the ambiguity of w'hich ought at least 
to have kept him in some suspense. In order, there¬ 
fore, that lie might be in a condition to apply himself 

1 l)iod. 1. xvi. p»479. a Plut. in Alex. p. 6G9. 


entirely to his expedition against the Persians, and 
devote himself solely to the conquest of Asia, he 
despatches with all possible diligence his domestic af¬ 
fairs. After this, he offers up a solemn sacrifice to 
the gods; and prepares to celebrate, with incredible 
magnificence, in iEga?, a city of Macedonia, the nup¬ 
tials of Cleopatra, his daughter, whom he gave in 
marriage to Alexander king of Epirus, and brother 
to Olympias his queen. He had invited to it the 
most considerable persons of Greece; and heaped 
upon them every mark of friendship and honour, to 
testify his gratitude for their having elected him 
generalissimo of the Greeks. The cities made their 
court to him in emulation of each other, by sending 
him golden crowns; and Athens distinguished her¬ 
self above all the rest by her zeal. JVeoptolemus the 
poet had written, purposely for that festival, a trage¬ 
dy, entitled Cinyras, 3 in which, under borrow'ed 
names, he represented this prince as already victor 
over Darius, and master of Asia. Philip listened to 
these happy presages with joy; and, comparing them 
with the answer of the oracle, assured himself of con¬ 
quest, The day after the nuptials, games and shows 
were solemnized. As these formed part of the reli¬ 
gious worship, there were carried in it, with great 
pomp and ceremony, twelve statues of the gods, 
carved with inimitable art. A thirteenth, that sur¬ 
passed them all in magnificence, was that of Philip, 
which represented him as a god. The hour for his 
leaving tne palace being arrived, he went forth in a 
white robe; and advanced with a majestic air, in the 
midst of acclamations, towards the theatre, where an 
infinite multitude of Macedonians, as well as foreign¬ 
ers, waited his coming with impatience. His guards 
marched before and behind him, leaving, by his or¬ 
der, a considerable space between themselves and 
him, to give the spectators a better opportunity of 
surveying him; and also to show that he considered 
the affection which the Grecians bore him as his safest 
guard. 

But all the festivity and pomp of these nuptials 
ended in the murder of Philip; and it was his refusal 
to do an act of justice that occasioned his death. 
Some lime before, Attalus, inflamed with wine at an 
entertainment, had insulted, in the most shocking 
manner, Pausanias, a young Macedonian nohleman. 
The latter had long endeavoured to revenge the cruel 
affront, and was perpetually imploring the king to in¬ 
terpose his power. But Philip, unwilling to disgust 
Attalus, uncle to Cleopatra, whom, as was before ob¬ 
served, he had married after having divorced Olym¬ 
pias his first queen, would never listen to Pausanias’s 
complaints. However, to console him in some mea¬ 
sure, and express the high esteem and the great con¬ 
fidence he reposed in him, he made him one of the 
chief officers of his life-guard. But this was not what 
the young Macedonian required', whose anger now 
swelling to fury directs itself against his judge, and 
he forms the design of wiping out his shame by im¬ 
bruing his hands in a most horrid murder. 

When once a man is determined to die, he is vast¬ 
ly strong and formidable. Pausanias, the better to 
put his bloody design in execution, chose the instant 
of that pompous ceremony; when the eyes of the 
whole multitude were fixed on the prince; doubtless 
to make his vengeance more conspicuous, and pro- 
ortion it to the greatness of the injury which he 
ad received, and for which he conceived he had a 
right to make the king responsible, as he had long so¬ 
licited that prince in vain for the satisfaction due to 
him. Seeing him therefore alone, in the space which 
his guards left round him, he advances forwards, 
stabs him with a dagger, and lays him dead at his feet. 

Diodorus observes, that he was assassinated the 
very instant his statue entered the theatre. The as¬ 
sassin had prepared horses ready for his escape, and 
would have got off, had not an accident happened 
which stopped him, and gave the pursuers time to 


3 Seutonius, among the presages of Caligula’s death, who 
died in much the same manner as Philip, observes, that 
Mncster the Pantomime, exhibited the same piece which 
Ncopiolemus had represented the very day Philip was mur¬ 
dered. 
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overtake him. Pausanias was immediate])- cut to pie¬ 
ces upon the spot. Thus died Philip, 1 

A. M. 3668. at forty-seven years of age, after 
Ant. J.C. 336. having reigned twenty-four. Arta- 
xerxes Odrns, king of Persia, died 
also the same year. 

Demosthenes bad private notice sent him of 
Philip’s death; and in order to prepare the Athe¬ 
nians to resume their courage, he went to the council 
with an air of joy, and said, that the night before he 
had had a dream, which promised some great felicity 
to the Athenians. A little after, couriers arrived 
with the news of Philip’s death, on which occasion 
the people abandoned themselves to the transports 
of immoderate joy, which far exceeded all bounds of 
decency. Demosthenes particularly had inspired them 
with these sentiments; for he himself appeared in 
public crowned with a wreath of flowers, and dressed 
with the utmost magnificence, though his daughter 
had been dead but seven days. He also engaged the 
Athenians to offer sacrifices, to thank the gods for 
the good news; and, by a decree, ordained a crown 
to Pausanias, who had committed the murder. 

On this occasion we do not recognize either De¬ 
mosthenes or the Athenians; and we can scarce con¬ 
ceive how it came to pass that, in so detestable a 
Clime as the murder of a king, policy, at least, did 
not induce them to dissemble such sentiments as 
reflected dishonour on them, without being at all to 
their advantage; and which showed that honour and 
probity were utterly extinct in their minds. 

SECTION VIII.— MEMORABLE ACTIONS AND SAY¬ 
INGS OF PHILIP. GOOD AND PAD QUALITIES OF 

THAT PRINCE. 

THERE are, in the lives of great men, certain facts 
ana expressions, which often give us a better idea of 
their character than their most shining actions; be¬ 
cause in the latter they generally study (heir conduct, 
act a borrowed part, and propose themselves to the 
view of the world; whereas in the former, as they 
speak and act from nature, they exhibit themselves 
such as they really are, without art and disguise. 
M. de Tourreil has collected with sufficient industry 
most of the memorable actions and sayings of Philip, 
and he has been particularly careful to draw the 
character of this prince. The’reader is not to expect 
much order and connection in the recital of these 
detached actions and sayings. 

Though Philip loved flattery so far as to reward 
the adulation of Thrasideus with the title of king in 
Thessaly, he, however, at some intervals loved truth. 
He permitted Aristotle 2 to give him precepts on the 
art of reigning. He declared, that he was obliged to 
the Athenian orators for having corrected him of his 
errors, by frequently reproaching him with them. 
He kept a man in his service to tell him every day, 
before he ga\e audience, “Philip, remember thou 
art mortal.” 

He 3 discoverd great moderation, 4 even when he 
was spoken to in offensive and injurious terms; and 
also, which is no less worthy of admiration, when 
truth was told him; a great quality, says Seneca, in 
kings, and highly conducive to the happiness of their 
reign. At the close of an audience which he gave to 
some Athenian ambassadors, tvho were come to com¬ 
plain of some act of hostility, he asked, whether he 
could do them any service? “The greatest service 
theu couldst do us,” said Demochares, “ would be to 
hang thyself.” Philip, without the least emotion, 
though he perceived all the persons present were 
highly offended at these words, made the following 
answer* “Go, tell your superiors, that those who 
dure to make use of such insolent language are more 
haughty, and less peaceably inclined, than they who 
can forgive them.” 

Being present, 5 in an indecent posture, at the sale 

» JEschin. contra Ctesiph. p. HO. 

3 Arist. Epist. Plutarch, iu Apoph. p. 177. zElian. lib. 
viii. c. ]5. 

3 Sencc. de Ira, 1. iii. c; 23. 

4 Si (jure alia in Philippo virtus, fuit et contumeliarum 
pUientiu, ingons instruraentum ad tutelam regui, 

P1 ut. 
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of 3ome captives, one of them, going up to hi in 
whispered in his ear, “Let down the lappet of your 
robe;” upon which Philip replied, “Set the man at 
liberty; I did not know till now that he was one of 
my friends.” 

The whole court soliciting him to punish the 
ingratitude of the Peloponnesians, 6 who had hissed 
him publicly in the Olympic games: “What won’t 
they attempt,” replied Philip, “ should I do them any 
injury, since they laugh at me, after having received 
so many favours at my hand /” 

His courtiers advising him to drive from him a 
certain person who spoke ill of him: ? “ Yes, indeed, ‘ 
said he, “and so he’ll go and speak injuriously of me 
every where.” Another time, when they advised 
him to dismiss a man of probity, who had reproached 
him: “Let us first take care,” says he, “that we 
have not given him reason to do so.” Hearing after¬ 
wards that the person in question was but in poor 
circumstances, and in no favour with the courtiers, 
he was very bountiful to him: on which occasion his 
reproaches were changed into applauses, which occa¬ 
sioned another fine saying of this prince’s: “ It is in 
the power of kings to make themselves beloved 
or hated.” 

Being urged to assist,3 with the influence and 
authority he had tvilh the judges, a person whose 
reputation would be quite lost, by the sentence which 
was going to be pronounced against him; “I had 
rather,” says he, “ he should lose his reputation, 
than I mine.” 

Philip * 8 9 rising from an entertainment at which he 
had sitven several hours, was addressed by a woman, 
who begged him to examine her cause, and to hear 
several reasons she had to ulleelge, which were not 
pleasing to him. He accordingly heard it, and gave 
sentence against her; upon which she replied very 
calmly, “I appeal.” “How!” says Philip, “from 
your king? To whom then?” “To Philip when 
fasting,” replied the woman. The manner in which 
he received this answer would do honour to the most 
sober prince. He gave the cause a second hearing; 
acknowledged the injustice of his sentence, and con¬ 
demned himself to make amends for it. 

A poor woman used to appear often before him, 10 
to sue for audience, and to beseech him to put an 
end to her law-suit; but Philip always told her he 
had no time. Exasperated at these refusals, which 
had been so often repeated, she replied one day with 
emotion; “ If you have not time to do me justice, be 
no longer king.” Philip w ? as strongly affected with 
this rebuke, which a just indignation had extorted 
from this poor woman; and fur from being offended 
at it, he satisfied her that instant, and afterwards 
became more punctual in giving audience. He was 
sensible, that in-fact a king and a judge are the same 
thing; that the throne is a tribunal; that the sove¬ 
reign authority is a supreme power, and at the same 
time an indispensable obligation to do justice; that to 
distribute it to his subjects, and to grant them the 
1 time necessary for that purpose, was not a favour, but 
a duty and a debt; that he ought to appoint persons 
to assist him in this function, but not to disburden 
himself absolutely from it; and that he was no less 
obliged to be a judge than a king. All these, circum¬ 
stances are included in this natural, unaffected, and 
very sensible expression, “ Be no longer king;” Jt and 
Philip comprehended all its force. 

He understood raillery, 12 w r as very fond of smart 
sayings, and very happy at them himself. Having 
received a wound near the throat, and his surgeon 
importuning him daily with some new request; 
“Take what thou wilt,” say3 he, “for thou hast me 
by the throat.” 

It is also related, 13 that after hearing two villains, 
who accused each other of various crimes, he banish¬ 
ed the one and sentenced the other to follow him. 

Menecrates, 14 the physician who was so mad as to 
fancy himself Jupiter, wrote to Philip in these terms. 
“Menecrates Jupiter, to Philip greeting.” Philip 

* Plut. * Plut. in Apophth. 8 Plut. 

8 10 P)ut. 11 Ksel pit 

?fut. Id. * 4 JElian. lib. xii. cap. 51. 
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answered, “Philip to Menecrates, health and rea¬ 
son.” 1 But this king did not slop here; for he hit 
upon a pleasant remedy for his visionary corre¬ 
spondent. Philip invited him to a grand entertain¬ 
ment. Menecrates had a separate table, where 
nothing was served up to him but incense and per¬ 
fume, whilst all the other guests fed upon the most 
exquisite dainties. The first transports of joy with 
which he was seized, when he found his divinity 
acknowledged, made him forget that he was a man; 
but hunger afterwards forcing him to recollect bis 
being so, he was quite tired with the character of 
Jupiter, and took leave of the company abruptly. 

Philip made an answer which redounded highly to 
the honour of his prime minister. 2 That prince 
being one day reproached with devoting too many 
hours to sleep; “I indeed sleep,” says he, “but 
.Antipater wakes.” 

Parmenio, 3 hearing the ambassadors of all Greece 
murmuring one day because Philip lay too long in 
bed, and did not give them audience: “Do not 
wonder,” says he, “if he sleeps whilst you wake; for 
be waked whilst you slept.” By tnis he wittily 
reproached them for their supineness in neglecting 
their interest whilst Philip was very vigilant in 
regard to his. This Demosthenes was perpetually 
observing to them with his usual freedom. 

Every one of the ten tribes of Athens used to elect 
a new general every year. 4 These did their duty by 
turns, and every general for the day commanded as 
generalissimo. But Philip joked upon this multi¬ 
plicity of chiefs, and said, “ In my whole life I could 
never find but one general (Parmenio,) W’herea3 the 
Athenians can find ten every year at the very instant 
they want them.” 

The letter which Philip wrote to Aristotle on the 
birth of his son, proves the regard that prince paid 
to learned men; and at the same time, the taste he 
himself had for the polite arts and sciences. The 
other letters of his, w hich are still extant, do him no 
less honour. But his great talent was that of war 
and policy, in which he was equalled by few; and it 
is time to consider him under this double character. 

I beg the reader to remember, that M. de Tourreil 
is the author of most of the subsequent particulars, 
and that it is he who is going to give the picture of 
king Philip. 

It would be difficult to determine whether this 
prince were greater as a warrior or a statesman. 
Surrounded from the very beginning of his reign, 
both at home and abroad, with powerful and formi¬ 
dable enemies, he employed sometimes artifice, and 
sometimes force, to defeat them, lie uses his en¬ 
deavours with success to divide his opponents. To 
strike the surer, he eludes and wards off’ the blows 
which were aimed at himself; equally prudent in 
good and ill fortune, he does not abuse victory; 
equally ready to pursue or wait for it, he either 
hastens his pace or slackens it, as necessity requires; 
he leaves nothing to the caprice of chance, but what 
cannot be directed by wisdom: in fine, lie is ever 
immoveable, ever fixed within the just bounds which 
divide boldness from temerity. 

In Philip we perceive a king nearly as much master 
of his allies as of his own subjects, and no less formi¬ 
dable in treaties than in battles; a vigilant and active 
monarch, who is his own superintendent, his own 
prime minister and generalissimo. We see him fired 
with an insatiable thirst of glory, searching for it 
where it is sold at the highest price; making fatigue 
and danger his dearest delights; forming incessantly 
that just, that speedy harmony of reflection and 
action which military expeditions require; and with 
all these advantages turning the fury of his arms 
against commonwealths, exhausted by long wars, 
torn by intestine divisions, sold by their own citi¬ 
zens, served by a body of mercenary or undisciplined 
troops; obstinately deaf tn good advice, and seem¬ 
ingly determined on their ruin. 

He unites in himself two qualities which are com- 

» The Greek word lytxlvuv signifies both these things. 

o Plutarch. s III. 

4 Plutarch, in Apoph. p. 177. 


monly found incompatible, viz . a steadiness and 
calmness of soul that rendered him attentive to take 
advantage of every juncture, and to seize the favour¬ 
able moment without being disconcerted by disap¬ 
pointments; this calmness, I say, was united with an 
activity-, ardour, and vivacity , which were regardless 
of intervals for rest, of the difference of seasons, or 
the greatest of dangers. No warrior was ever bolder, 
or more intrepid in fight. Demosthenes, who cannot 
be suspected of flattering him, gives a glorious testi¬ 
mony of him on this head: for which reason I will 
cite his own words. “1 saw,” 5 says this orator, 
“this very Philip, with whom we disputed for 
sovereignty and empire; I saw him, though cove-ed 
with wounds, his eye struck out, his collar-hone 
broken, maimed both in his hands and feet, still reso¬ 
lutely rush into the midst of dangers, and ready to 
deliver up to fortune any other part of his body she 
might desire, provided he might live honourably and 
gloriously with the rest of it.” 

Philip was not only brave himself, but inspired his 
whole army with the same valour. Instructed by 
able masters in the science of war, as the reader has 
seen, he had brought his troops to the most exact, 
regular discipline; and trainee! up men capable of 
seconding him in his great enterprises. He well 
knew how, without lessening his own authority, to 
familiarize himself with his soldiers; and commanded 
rather as a father of a family, than as the general of 
an army, whenever it was consistent with discipline. 
And indeed from this affability, which merited so 
much the greater submission and respect, as be 
required less, and seemed to dispense with it, his 
soldiers were always ready to follow him to the 
greatest dangers, and paid him the most implicit 
obedience. 

No general ever made a greater use of military 
stratagems than Philip. The dangers to which he 
had been exposed in his youth, had taught him the 
necessity of precautions, and the art of resources. A 
wise diffidence, which Is of service, as it shows dan¬ 
ger in its true light, made him not fearful and irre¬ 
solute, but cautious and prudent. What reason soe¬ 
ver he might have to flatter himself with the hope of 
success, he never depended upon it; and thought 
himself superior to the enemy only in vigilance. 
Ever accurate in his projects, and inexhaustible in 
expedients: his views were unbounded; his genius 
was wonderful, in fixing upon proper junctures for 
the executing of his designs: and his dexterity in not 
suffering his designs to be discovered no less admi¬ 
rable. Impenetrable as to his secrets, even to his 
best friends, he was capable of attempting or conceal¬ 
ing any thing. The reader may have observed, that 
he strenuously endeavoured to lull the Athenians 
asleep, by a specious outside of peace; and to lay si¬ 
lently the foundations of his grandeur, in their cre¬ 
dulous security and blind indolence. 

But these exalted qualities were not without im¬ 
perfections. Not to mention his excess in eating and 
carousing, to which he abandoned himself with the 
utmost intemperance; he also has been reproached 
with the most dissolute and abandoned manners. We 
may form a judgment of this from those who were 
most intimate with him, and the company which usu¬ 
ally frequented his palace. A set of profligate de¬ 
bauchees, buffoons, pantomimes, and wretches worse 
than these, flatterers I mean, whom avarice and am¬ 
bition draw in crowds round the great and powerful; 
such were the people who had the greatest shave in 
his confidence and bounty. Demosthenes is not the 
only person who reproaches Philip with these vices; 
for this might be suspected in so avowed aD enemy; 
but Theopompus, a famous historian, 6 who had writ¬ 
ten the history of that prince in fifty-eight books, of 
which unhappily a few framents only are extant, 
gives a still more disadvantageous character of him. 
“Philip,” says he, 7 “despised modesty and regu¬ 
larity of life. He lavished his esteem and liberality 
on men abandoned to debauchery and the last ex- 

* Demosth. pro Clcs. p. 483. 
c 1Jtod. Sicul. 1. xvi. p. 41)8. 

’ Theeromo u .utl. Alhen. 1. vi. o. 260 
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cesses of licentiousness. lie wa3 pleased to see the 
companions of his pleasures excel no less in the 
abominable arts of injustice and malignity, than in 
the science nf debauchery. What species of infamy, 
what sort of crimes, did they not commit!” &c. 

But a circumstance, in my opinion, which reflects 
the greatest dishonour on Philip, is that very one for 
which he is chiefly esteemed by many persons; I 
mean his politics. He is considered in this respect 
as a prince of the greatest abilities that ever lived. 
And, indeed, the reader may have observed, by the 
history of his actions, that in the very beginning of 
his reign, he had laid down a plan, from which he 
never deviated; and this w T as to raise himself to the 
sovereignty of Greece. When scarce seated on his 
throne, and surrounded on every side with powerful 
enemies, what probability was there that he could 
form, at least that he could execute, such a project 
as this? However, he did not once lose sight of it. 
Wars, battles, treaties of peace, alliances, confede¬ 
racies; in short, every thing terminated in that point. 
He was very lavish of his gold and silver, merely to 
engage creatures in his service. He carried on a 
private intelligence with all the cities of Greece; and 
by the assistance of pensioners, on whom he had 
settled verj r large stipends, he was informed very 
exactly of all the resolutions taken in them, and 
generally succeeded in causing the deliberations to 
take a turn in his own favour. By this means, he 
deceived the prudence, eluded the efforts, and lulled 
asleep the vigilance of states, who till then had been 
looked upon as the most active, the wisest and most 
penetrating, of all Greece. In treading in these steps 
for twenty years together, we see him proceeding 
with great order, and advancing regularly towards 
the mark on which his eye was fixed; hot always by 
windings and subterraneous passages, the outlets 
alone of which discovered the design. 

Polyrenus shows us evidently the methods whereby 
he subjected Thessaly, 1 whieJur was of great advan¬ 
tage to the completing of his'other designs. “ He 
did not,” says he, Mcarry on an open war against the 
Thessalians, but took advantage of the discord that 
divided the cities and the whole country into dif¬ 
ferent factions. He succoured those who sued for 
his assistance; and whenever he had conquered, he 
did not entirely ruin the vanquished, he did not dis¬ 
arm them, nor raze their walls; on the contrary, he 
protected the weakest, and endeavoured to weaken 
and subject the strongest: in a word, he rather 
fomented than appeased their divisions, having in 
every place orators in his pay, those artificers of dis¬ 
cord, those firebrands of commonwealths. And it 
was by these stratagems, not by his arms, that Philip 
subdued Thessaly.” 

All this is a masterpiece, 2 a miracle, in point of 
politics. But what engines does this art set to work, 
what methods does it employ to compass its designs? 
Deceit, craft, fraud, falsehood, perfidy, and perjury. 
Are these the weapons of virtue? We see in this 
prince a boundless ambition, conducted by an artful, 
insinuating, knavish, subtle genius; but we do not 
find him possessed of the qualities which form the 
truly great man. Philip had neither faith nor honour; 
every thing that could contribute to the aggrandizing 
of his power, was in his opinion just and lawful. He 
gave his word with a firm resolution to break it; and 
made promises tvhich he would have been very sorry 
to keep. He thought himself skilful in proportion as 
he was perfidious, and made his glory consist in de¬ 
ceiving all with whom he treated. He did not blush 


i PolyEBn. 1. iv. c. 19. 3 Demosth. Olynth. ii. p. 22. 

s zEIian. 1. vii c. 32. 


to say, 3 “That children were amused with play¬ 
things, and men with oaths.” 

How shameful was it for a prince to be distinguish¬ 
ed by being more artful, a greater dissembler, more 
profound in malice, and more a knave than any other 
person of his age, and to leave so infamous an idea 
of himself to all posterity! What idea should we 
form to ourselves in our intercourse with the world, 
of a man who should value himself upon tricking 
others, and-rank insincerity and fraud among virtues? 
Such a character in private life is detested as the bane 
and ruin of society. How then can it become an 
object of esteem and admiration in princes and minis¬ 
ters of state, persons who are bound by stronger ties 
than the rest of men (because of the eminence of 
their stations, and the importance of the employ¬ 
ments they fill) to revere sincerity, justice, and above 
all, the sanctity of treaties and oaths; to bind which 
they invoke the name and majesty of a God, the 
inexorable avenger of perfidy and impiety? A bare 
promise among private persons ought to be sacred 
and inviolable, if they have the least sense of honour; 
but how much more ought it to be so among princes? 
“We are bound,” says a celelyated writer, 4 “to 
speak truth to our neighbour; for the use and appli¬ 
cation of speech imply a tacit promise of truth; 
speech having been given us-for no other purpose. 
It is not a compact between one private man with 
another; it is a common compact of mankind in 
general, and a kind of right of nations, or rather a 
law of nature. Now, whoever tells an untruth, vio¬ 
lates this law and common compact.” How greatly 
is this enormit}' increased, when the sanctity of an 
oath has intervened, and the name of God been called 
upon to witness it, as is the custom always in treaties! 
“ Were sincerity and truth banished from every part 
of the earth,” 5 said John I. king of France, upon his 
being solicited to \iolate a treaty, “they ought to be 
found in the hearts and in the mouths of kings.” 

The circumstance which prompts politicians to act 
in this manner, is, their being persuaded that it is the 
only means to make a negotiation succeed. But 
though tliis were the case, yet can it ever be lawful 
to purchase such success at the expense of probity, 
honour, and religion? “If your father-in-law” 
(Ferdinand the Catholic, 6 ) said Lewis XII. to Philip 
archduke of Austria, “lias acted perfidiously, ] am 
determined not to imitate him; and lam much more 
pleased in having lost a kingdom (Naples) which I 
am able to recover, than I should have been had I 
lost ni} r honour, which can never be recovered.” 

But those politicians who have neither honour nor 
religion, deceive themselves even in this very par¬ 
ticular. I shall not have recourse to the Christian 
world for princes and ministers, whose notions of 
policy were very different from these. To go no 
farther than our Greek history, how many great men 
have we seen perfectly successful in the administra¬ 
tion of public affairs, in treaties of peace and war; in 
a tvord, in the most important negotiations, without 
once making use of artifice and deceit! An Aristides, 
a Cimon, a Phocion, and so many more, some of 
whom were so very scrupulous in matters relating to 
truth, as to believe they were not allowed to tell a 
falsehood, even laughing and in sport. Cyrus, the 
most famous conqueror of the east, thought nothing 
was more unworthy of a prince, nor more capable of 
drawing upon him the contempt and hatred of his sub¬ 
jects, than lying and deceit. It therefore ought to be 
looked upon as a certain truth, that no success, how 
brilliant soever, can or ought to cover the shame and 
ignominy which arise from breach of faith and perjorj r . 

* M. Nicole, on the epistle of the 19th Sunday after 
Whitsuntide. * Mezerai. c Ibid. 





THE 


HISTORY OF ALEXANDER. 


BOOK XV. 


SECTION. I.— Alexander’s birth, the TEM¬ 
PLE OF EPHESUS IS BURNED THE SAME DAY. 
THE HAPPY NATURAE INCLINATIONS OF THAT 
PRINCE. ARISTOTLE IS APPOINTED 1IIS PRECEP¬ 
TOR, WHO INSPIRES HIM WITH A SURPRISING 
TASTE FOR LEARNING. HE BREAKS BUCEPHA¬ 
LUS. 

ALEXANDER was born in (he 
A. M. 3613. first year of the 106th Olympiad.' 
Ant. J. C.356. The very clay he came into the 
world, the celebrated temple of Diana 
nt Ephesus was burned. It is well known that this 
temple was one of the seven wonders of the world. 
It had been built in the name and at the expense of 
ell Asia Minor. A great number of years i 2 were em¬ 
ployed in building it. Its length was 425 feet, and 
its breadth 220. It was supported by 127 columns, 
threescore feet high, which as many kings 3 * had caused 
to be wrought at a great expense, and by the most 
excellent artists, who endeavoured to excel one ano¬ 
ther on this occasion. The rest of the temple corre¬ 
sponded in magnificence with these columns. 

Hegesias 4 0 f Magnesia, 5 according to Plutarch, 
says, “ That it was no wonder the temple was burned, 
because Diana was that day employed at the delivery 
of Olympias, to facilitate the birth of Alexander:” a 
reflection, says our author, so very cold, 6 that it might 
have extinguished the fire. Cicero, 7 8 who ascribes 
this saying to Timaeus, declares it a very smart one, 
at which I am very much surprised. Possibly the 
fondness he had for jokes, made him not very delicate 
in things of this kind. 

One Erostratus® had set fire to the temple on pur- 

I jose. Being put to the torture, in order to force 
iim to confess his motive for committing so infamous 
an action, he owned that it was with the view of ma¬ 
king himself known to posterity, and to immortalize 
his name, by destroying so noble a structure. The 
states general of Asia imagined they should prevent 
the success of his view, by publishing a decree, pro¬ 
hibiting the mention of his name. However, their 
prohibition only excited a greater curiosity; for 
scarce one of the historians of that age has omitted 
to mention so monstrous an extravagance, and at the 
same time to tell us the name of the criminal. 

The ruling passion in Alexander, 9 even from his 
tender years, was ambition, and an ardent desire of 
glory; but not for every species of glory. Philip, 
Jike a sophist, valued himself upon his eloquence and 
the beauty of his style; and had the vanity to cause 
to be engraved upon his coins the several victories 
he had won at the Olympic games in the chariot- 
race. But it was not to this his son aspired. His 
friends asking him one day, whether lie would not 

i Plin.). xxxvi. c. 14. 

a Pliny sava 220 years, which is not probable. 

* Anciently almost every city was governed by its parti¬ 
cular king. * Piul. in Alex. p. CCS. 

• lie was an historian, and lived in the time of Ptolemy 
eon of Lagus. 

« l do not know whether Plutarch’s reflection be not still 
colder. 

* ConcinnS, ut multa, Tiraseus; qui, rum in historia dix- 
isset, qua node natus Alexander esset, eadem Diance Ephe- 
site templum deflagravissc, adjunxit: minim6 id esse mi- 
randum, quod Diana, cum in puriu Olympiads ade6se volu- 
isset, ahfuisset domo. _ De nat deor. 1. ii. n. 69. 

0 Valer. Max. I. viii. c. 14. 

8 Plot, in vit. Alex. p. 064—068. Id. de Fortum. Alex, 

p. 342. 


be present at the games above mentioned, in order 
to dispute the prize, for he was very swift of foot; 
he answered, “That he would contend in them, pro¬ 
vided kings were to be his antagonists.” 

Every time news was brought him, that his father 
hac! taken some city, or gained some great battle, 
Alexander, far from*sharing in the general joy, used 
to say, in a plaintive tone of voice, to the* young 
persons that were brought up with him, “ Friends, 
my father will possess himself of every thing, and 
leave nothing for us to do.” 

# One day some ambassadors from the king of Per¬ 
sia being arrived at the court during Philip’s absence, 
Alexander gave them so courteons and so polite a 
reception, and regaled them insonobleand generous 
a manner, as charmed them all. But that which most 
surprised them was, the good sense and judgment 
which he discovered in the several conversations they 
had with him. He did not propose to them any 
thing that was trilling, as might be expected from one 
of his age; such, for instance, as inquiring about the 
so-nmeh-boasted gardens suspended in the air, the 
riches and magnificence of the palace and court of the 
king of Persia, which excited the admiration of the 
whole world; the famous golden plane-tree; and 
that Golden vine,' 0 the grapes of which were of eme¬ 
ralds, carbuncles, rubies, and all sorts of precious 
stones, under which the Persian monarch was said 
frequently to give audience to ambassadors: Alexan¬ 
der asked them questions of a quite different nature, 
inquiring which was the road to Upper Asia; the dis¬ 
tance of the several places: in ivhat the strength and 
power of the king of Persia consisted; in what part 
of the battle he fought; how he behaved towards his 
enemies; and in what manner he governed his sub¬ 
jects. These ambassadors admired him all the while: 
and perreivingeven at that time what he might one day 
become, they pointed out, in a few words, the differ¬ 
ence they found between Alexander and Artaxerxes, 11 
by saying one to another, “This young prince is 
great and ours is rich.” 12 That man must be very in¬ 
significant, who has no other merit than his riches! 

So ripe a judgment in this young prince, was owing 
as much to the good education which had been given 
him as to the excellence of his natural abilities. Se¬ 
veral preceptors were appointed to teach him what¬ 
soever was worthy the heir to a great kingdom; and 
the chief of these was Leonidas, a relation of the 
queen, and a person of the most severe morals. Alex¬ 
ander himself related afterwards, that this Leonidas, 
in their journeys together, used frequently to look 
into the trunks where his bed and clothes were laid, 
in order to see if Olympias his mother had not put 
something superfluous into them, which might admi¬ 
nister to delicacy and luxury. But the greatest ser¬ 
vice Tliilip did his son, w f as appointing Aristotle his 
preceptor, the most famous and the most learned phi¬ 
losopher of bis age, whom he intrusted with the 
whole care of his education. One of the reasons 13 
which prompted Philip to choose him a master of so 
conspicuous a reputation and merit was, as he himself 
said, that his son might avoid committing a great ma¬ 
ny faults, of which he himself had been guilty. 

Philip was sensible, how great a treasure he pos¬ 
sessed in the person of Aristotle; for which reason he 


i® Athcn hxii. p. 539. . # “ Artaxerxes Oohus. 

11 £ 0 mi srXc grief,, 

1 3 Plut.in Apophlheg. p. 178. 

527 







HISTORY OF ALEXANDER. 


528 


settled a very considerable stipend upon him, and 
afterwards rewarded his pains and care in an infinite¬ 
ly more glorious manner; for having destroyed and 
laid waste the city of Stagira,! the native place of 
that philosopher, he rebuilt it, purely out of affection 
for him; reinstated the inhabitants who had fled from 
it, or were made slaves; and gave them a fine park in 
the neighbourhood of Stagira, as a place for their 
studies and assemblies. Even in Plutarch’s time, the 
stone seats which Aristotle had placed there were 
standing; as also spacious avenues of trees, under 
which those who walked were shaded from the sun¬ 
beams. 

Alexander likewise discovered no less esteem for 
his master, whom he helieved himself bound to love 
as much as if he had been his father; declaring, 

“ That he was indebted to the one for living, and to 
the other for living well.” 2 The progress of the pu¬ 
pil was equal to the care and abilities of the precep¬ 
tor. He grew passionately fond of philosophy; 3 and 
learned the several branches of it, but with the discri¬ 
mination suitable to his birth. Aristotle endeavoured 
to improve his judgement by laying down sure and 
certain rules, by which he might distinguish just and 
solid reasoning from what is merely specious; and by 
accustoming him to separate in discourse all such parts 
as only dazzle, from those which are truly solid, and 
should constitute its whole value. He also exercised 
him in metaphysics, which may be of great benefit to 
a prince, provided he applies himself to them with 
moderation, as they explain to him the nature of the 
human mind; how greatly it differs from matter; in 
what manner he perceives spiritual things; how he is 
sensible of the impression of those that surround him, 
and many other questions of the like import. The 
reader will naturally suppose, that he did not omit 
either the mathematics, which are so well calculated 
to give the mind a just turn of thinking; or the won¬ 
ders of nature, the study of which, besides a great 
many other advantages, shows how very incapable 
the mind of man is to discover the secret principles 
of the things to which he is daily an eye* * witness. 
But Alexander applied himself chiefly to morality, 
which is properly the science of kings, because it is 
the knowledge of mankind, and of all their duties. 
This he made his serious and profound study; and 
considered it, even at that time, as the foundation of 
prudence and wise policy. How much must such an 
education contribute to enable a prince to conduct 
himself well with regard to his own interests and the 
government of his people! 

The greatest master of rhetoric 4 that antiquity 
could ever boast, and who has left so excellent a trea¬ 
tise on that subject, took care to make that science 
part of his pupil’s education: and we find that Alex¬ 
ander, even in the midst of his conquests, was often 
very urgent with Aristotle to send him a treatise on 
that subject. To this we owe the work entitled 
Alexander's Rhetoric; in the beginning of which, 
Aristotle proves to him the vast advantages a prince 
may reap from eloquence, as it gives him the greatest 
ascendant over the minds of men, which he ought to 
acquire as well by his wisdom as authority. Some 
answers and letters of Alexander, which are still ex¬ 
tant, show that he possessed in its greatest perfection, 
that strong, that manly eloquence, which abounds 
with sense and ideas; and which is so entirely free 
from superfluous expressions, that every single word 
has its meaning; which, properly speaking, is the elo¬ 
quence of kings. 8 

His esteem, or rather his passion, for Homer, shows 
not only with what figure and success he applied 
himself to polite literature, but the judicious use he 
made of it, and the solid advantages he proposed to 
himself from it. He was not prompted to peruse this 
poet merely out of curiosity, or to unbend his mind, 
or from a great fondness for poesy; but his view in 
studying this admirable writer was, in order to bor- 

* A city of Macedon, near the sea-shore. 
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a Retinuit ex sapientia raodum. Tocit. 

* Aristot. in Rhetor, ad Alex. p. COS, COD 

* Imperatoria brevitalc. Tacit. 


row such sentiments from him as are worthy a great 
king and a conqueror; courage, intrepidity, magnani¬ 
mity, temperance, prudence, the art of commanding 
well in war, and governing well in peace. And, in¬ 
deed, the verse which pleased him most in Homer, 8 
was that where Agamemnon is represented as ngood 
king and a brave warrior . 

After this it is no wonder that Alexander should 
have so high an esteem for this poet. Thus, when 
after the battle of Arbela, the Macedonians had found 
among the spoils of Darius a gold casket (enriched 
with precious stones,) in which the exquisite per¬ 
fumes used by that prince were put; Alexander, who 
was quite covered with dust, and regardless of es¬ 
sences and perfumes, destined this rich casket to hold' 
Homer’s poems, which he considered the most per ^ 
feet and the most precious production of the human' 
mind. 7 He admired particularly the Iliad, which he 
called, The best provision for a warrior . 8 He al¬ 
ways had with him that edition of Horner which 
Aristotle had revised and corrected, and to which 
the title of the Edition of the Casket was given; and 
he laid it, with his sword, every night, under his 
pillow, 

Fond, 9 even to excess, of every kind of glory, he 
was displeased with Aristotle, his master, for having 
published, in his absence, certain metaphysical pieces, 
which he himself desired to possess alone; and even 
at the time when he was employed in the conquest of 
Asia, and the pursuit of Darius, he wrote to him a 
letter which is still extant, wherein he complains up¬ 
on that very account. Alexander says in it, that ** he 
had much rather surpass the rest of men in the 
knowledge of sublime and excellent things, than in 
the greatness aud extent of his power,” 10 He in like 
manner requested Aristotle, 11 not to show the tre atise 
of rhetoric above mentioned to any person but him¬ 
self. I will confess, that there is an excess io this 
strong desire of glor}% which prompts him to sup¬ 
press the merit of others, in order that his alone may 
appear; but then we at least must confess, that it dis¬ 
covers such a passion for study as is very laudable in 
a prince; and the very reverse of that indifference, 
not to say contempt and aversion, which most young 
persons of high birth express for all things that re¬ 
late to learning and study. 

Plutarch points out to us, in a few words, the infi¬ 
nite advantage that Alexander reaped from this taste, 
with which nis master (than whom no man possess¬ 
ed greater talents for the education of youth) had in¬ 
spired him from his most tender infancy. “He loved,” 
says that author, “ to converse with learned men, to 
improve himself in knowledge, and to study ;” 12 three 
sources of a monarch’s happiness, which enable him 
to secure himself from numberless difficulties; three 
certain and infallible methods of learning to reign 
without the assistance of others. The conversation 
of persons of fine sense instructs a prince while it 
amuses him, and leaches him a thousand curious and 
useful things without costing him the least trouble. 
The lessons which able masters give him, on the 
most exalted sciences, and particularly on politics, 
improve his mind wonderfully, and furnish him with 
rules to govern his subjects with wusdoni. And 
lastly, study, especially that of history, crowns all the 
rest, and is to him a preceptor for all seasons and for 
all hours, who, without ever growing troublesome, 
acquaints him with truths which no one else would 
dare to tell him, and, under fictitious names, exhibits 
the prince to himself; teaches him to know himself 
as well as mankind, who are the same in all ages. 

s ’A/<C6T£*ov,/S*<r»X£U 5 t’ xyxfas) xgxree 0> S xi%/ur,Ty t g, 

Iliad. 3. V. 170. 

i Pretiosissimum liumani animi opus. Plin. 1. vii.c. 29. 

s Tsjs 570\£ju»x>js «££T>t; £(-ihev. The word, which I 
have not been able to render better, signifies, that in^ihe Ili¬ 
ad are found whatever relates to the art of war, and tho 
qualities of a general: in a word, all things necessary to 
form a good commander. 

s Aul. Gel. 1. xx. c. 5. 
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Alexander owed all these advantages to the excellent 
education which Aristotle gave him. 

He had also a taste for the whole circle of art?, * 1 
but such as becomes a prince; that is, he knew the 
value and usefulness of them. Music, painting, sculp¬ 
ture, architecture, flourished in h '13 reign, because they 
found in him both a skilful judge and a generous pro¬ 
tector, 2 who was able to distinguish and reward merit 
wherever displayed. 

But he despised certain trifling feats of dexterity, 3 * 
that were of no use. Much admiration was lavished on 
a man, who employed himself very earnestly in throw¬ 
ing small peas through the eye of a needle,* 1 which he 
would do at a considerable distance, and without 
once missing. Alexander seeing him thus engaged, 
ordered him, as we are told, a present suitable to his 
employment, viz. a basket of pease. 

Alexander was of a lively disposition; resolute, and 
very tenacious of his opinion, which never gave way 
to compulsion, but at the same lime would submit im¬ 
mediately to reason and good sense. It requires great 
judgment and delicacy to manage such a disposition. 
Philip accordingly, notwithstanding his double au¬ 
thority of king and father, believed it necessary to 
employ persuasion rather than constraint with respect 
to his son, and endeavoured to make himself beloved 
rather than feared by him. 

An accidental occurrence made him entertain a very 
advantageous opinion of Alexander. There had been 
sent from Thessaly to Philip a war-horse, a noble, 
fiery, generous beast, called Bucephalus. 5 The ow¬ 
ner offered to sell him for thirteen talents, about 
1900/. sterling. The king went into the plains, at¬ 
tended by his courtiers, in order to make trial of this 
horse; but be appeared so very fierce, and reared so 
when any one came near him, that no one dared to 
mount him, Philip, being angry that so furious and 
unmanageable a creature had been sent him, ordered 
him back again. Alexander, who was present, cried 
out, “ IV hat a noble horse they are going to lose, for 
want of address and boldness to back him!” Philip, 
at first, considered these words as the effect of folly 
and rashness, so common to young men: but as Alex¬ 
ander insisted still more upon what he had said, and 
w f as very much vexed to see so noble a creature just 
going to be sent home again, his father gave him 
leave to try what he could do. The young prince, 
overjoyed "at this permission, goes up to Bucephalus, 
takes hold of bis bridle, and turns his head to the 
sna; having observed that what frightened him was 
his own shadow, he seeing it dance about, or sink 
down, in proportion as he moved. He, therefore, 
first stroked him gently with his hand, and soothed 
him with his voice; then seeing his fierceness ahate, 
and artfully taking his opportunity, he let fall his 
cloak, and springing swiftly upon his back, first slack¬ 
ened the rein, without once striking or vexing him: 
and when he perceived that his fire was cooled, that 
he was no longer so furious and violent, and wanted 
only to move forward, he gave him the rein, and spur¬ 
ring him with great vigour, animated him with his 
voice to his full speed. While this was doing, Phi¬ 
lip and his whole court trembled for fear, and did not 
once open their lips; but when the prince, after hav¬ 
ing run his first heat, returned with joy and pride, at 
his having broken a horse which was judged absolute¬ 
ly ungovernahle, all the courtiers in general endea¬ 
voured to outvie one another in their applauses and 
congratulations; and, we are told, Philip shed tears 
of joy on this occasion, and embracing Alexander af¬ 
ter he wa3 alighted,and kissing his head,said to him, 
**My son seek a kingdom more ivorthy of thee, for 
Macedon is below tby merit.” 

We are told a great many surprising particulars of 
this Bucephalus; for whatever had any relation to 


i Plut. de Fortun. Alex. Serm. ii. p. 333. 
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of a needle. 
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Alexander, was to be of the marvellous kind. When 
this creature was saddled and equipped for battle, e he 
would sutler no one to back him but his master; and 
it would not have been safe for any other person to 
go near him. Whenever Alexanderwanted to mount 
him, he would.kneel down upon hi? fore-feet. Ac¬ 
cording to some historians, in the battle against To¬ 
rus, where Alexander had plunged too imprudently 
amidst a body of the enemy, his hor«e, though cover¬ 
ed with wounds, did however exert himself in so vi¬ 
gorous a manner that he saved his master’s life; and 
notwithstanding the deep wound* he had received, 
and though almost spent through the great effusion 
of blood, he brought off Alexander from among the 
combatants, and carried him with inexpressible vigour 
to a place of security; where, perceiving? the king 
was no longer in danger, and overjoyed in some mea¬ 
sure to die after the service he had done him. he ex¬ 
pired. This indeed is a very noble end for a horse. 
Others say, that Bucephalus, quite worn out, died at 
thirty years of age. Alexander bewailed his death 
bitterly, believing that he had lost in him a most 
faithful and affectionate friend; and afterwards built 
a city on the very spot where he was buried, near the 
river Hydaspes, and called it JBucephalia , in honour 
of him. 

1 have related elsewhere that Alexander, at six¬ 
teen years of age, was appointed regent of Macedo¬ 
nia, and invested with absolute authority during his 
father’s absence, that he behaved with great pru¬ 
dence and bravery; and that afterwards lie distin¬ 
guished himself in a most signal manner at the battle 
of Chceronea. 

SECTION II.— Alexander, after the death 

OF PHILIP, ASCENDS THE THRONE AT TWENTY 
YEARS OF AGE. HE SUBJECTS AND REDUCES THE 
NATIONS CONTIGUOUS TU MACEDON, WHO HAD 
REVOLTED. HE GOES INTO GREF.CE, TO DISSOLVE 
THE ALLIANCE FORMED AGAINST HIM. HE CAP¬ 
TURES AND DESTROYS THEBES, AND PARDONS 
THE ATHENIANS. HE PROCURES HIMSELF TO 
EE NOMINATED, IN THE DIET OR ASSEMBLY AT 
CORINTH, GENERALISSIMO OF THE GREEKS 
AGAINST PERSIA. HE RETURNS TO MACEDON, 
AND MAKES 1'REPARATIONS FOR CARRYING HIS 
ARMS INTO ASIA. 

Darius and Alexander began to 
reign the same year: s the latter was A. M. 3668. 
but twenty when he succeeded to the Ant. J. C. 338. 
crown. fiis first care was to solem¬ 
nize the funeral obsequies of his father with the ut¬ 
most pomp, and to revenge his death. 

Upon his accession to the throne, he saw himself 
surrounded on every side with extreme dangers. The 
barbarous nations against whom Philip had fought 
during his whole reign, and from whom he had made 
several conquests, which lie had united to his crown, 
after having dethroned their natural kings; thought 
proper to take advantage of this juncture, in which a 
new prince, who wa3 but young, had ascended the 
throne, for recovering their liberty, and uniting against 
the common usurper. Nor was he under less appre¬ 
hensions from Greece. Philip, though he hacl per¬ 
mitted the several cities and commonwealths to con¬ 
tinue to all outward appearance their ancient form of 
government, had however entirely changed it in re¬ 
ality, and made himself absolute master of it. Though 
ahsent, he nevertheless predominated iu all the as¬ 
semblies; and not a single resolution was taken, but 
in subordination to his will. Though he had sub¬ 
dued all Greece, either by the terror of his arms, or 
the secret machinations of policy, he had not had 
time sufficient to subject and accustom it to his pow¬ 
er, but had left all things in it in great ferment and 
disorder, the minds of the vanquished not being yet 
calmed nor moulded to subjection. 

The Macedonians reflecting on this precarious sitn- 

e Aul. Gel. 1. v. c. 2. 

f Et domini jam supers!iti.s sccurus, quasi cum eensus bo- 
Tnani solatio, auimam expiravit. JJuf. Gell. 

> Plut. in Alex. p. G70. 672. Died. 1. xvii. p, 486-169. 
Arrian, 1. i. dc Expedit. Alex. p. 2—23. 
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ation of things, advised Alexander to relinquish 
Greece, and not to persist in his resolution of subdu¬ 
ing it by force; to recover by gentle methods the 
barbarians who had taken arms, and to soothe,i as it 
were, those glimmerings of revolt and innovation by 
prudent reserve, complacency and insinuations, in or¬ 
der to conciliate afl'eetion. However, Alexander 
would not listen to these timorous counsels, but re¬ 
solved to secure and support his affairs by boldness 
and magnanimity: firmly persuaded, that should he 
relax in any point at first, all his neighbours would 
fall upon him; and that were he to endeavour to com¬ 
promise matters, he should be obliged to give up all 
Philip’s conquests, and thus to confine his dominions 
to the narrow limits of Macedon. He therefore made 
all possible haste to check the arms of the barbarians, 
by marching his troops with the greatest expedition 
to the banks of the Danube, which he crossed in one 
night. He defeated the king of the Triballi in a 
great battle: made the Getaj fly at his approach; sub¬ 
dued several barbarous nations, some by the terror 
of his name, and others by force of arms; and not¬ 
withstanding the arrogant answer of their ambassa¬ 
dors, 1 2 he taught them to dread a danger still more 
near them than the fallingof the sky and planets. 

Whilst Alexander was thus employed at a distance 
against the barbarians, all the cities of Greece, who 
were animated more particularly by Demosthenes, 
formed a powerful alliance against that prince. A 
false report which prevailed of his death, inspired the 
Thebans with a boldness that proved their ruin. 
They cut to pieces part of the Macedonian garrison 
in their citadel. Demosthenes, 3 * on the other side,- 
was every day haranguing the people; and fired with 
contempt for Alexander, whom he called a child,* 
and a hair-brained boy, he assured the Athenians, with 
a decisive tone of voice, that they had nothing to fear 
from the new king of Macedon, who did not dare to 
stir out of his kingdom; but would think himself vast¬ 
ly happy could he sit peaceably on his throne. At 
the same time he wrote letters upon letters to Atta- 
lus, one of Philip’s lieutenants in Asia Minor, to ex¬ 
cite him to rebel. This Attalus was uncle to Cleo¬ 
patra, Philip’s second wife, and was very much dis¬ 
posed to listen to Demosthenes’s proposals. Never¬ 
theless, as Alexander was grown very diffident of him, 
for which he knew there was but too much reason; 
he, therefore, to eradicate from Iiis mind all the sus¬ 
picions which he might entertain, and the better to 
screen his designs, sent all Demosthenes’s letters to 
that prince. But Alexander saw through all his ar¬ 
tifices, and thereupon ordered Heeatreus, one of his 
commanders, whom he had sent into Asia for that 
purpose, to have him assassinated, which was execu¬ 
ted accordingly. Attalus’s death restored tranqnil- 
lity to the army, and entirely destroyed the seeds of 
discord and rebellion. 

When Alexander had secured his 
A. M. 3669. kingdom from the barharians, he 
Ant. J. C. 335. marched with the utmost expedition 
towards Greece, and passed Ther¬ 
mopylae. He then said to those who accompanied 
him: “Demosthenes called me, in his orations, a 
child, when 1 was in Illyria, and among the Triballi; 
he called me a young man when I was in Thessaly; 
and I must now show him, before the walls of Athens, 
that I am a man grown.” He appeared so suddenly 
in Baeotia, that the Thebans could scarce believe their 
eyes. 5 When he came before their walls he was wil- 

1 ©e^asjrsusiv rif t&v vsMTt^iCftSiv, 

* Alexander, imagining that his nume only had struck 
these people with terror, asked their ambassadors what 
things they dreaded most? They'replied, with a haughty 
tone of voice, that they were afraid of nothing but the fall¬ 
ing of the sky and stars. 

3 iEschin. contra Ctesiph, p. 453. 

* It is psteyhYti in Greek, a word which has many signi¬ 
fications in that language. 

e [Tho Triballi inhabited what is now called Bulgaria, or 
the tract between Mount H$mus and the Danube, after¬ 
wards denominated Lower Mcesia. Strabo indeed places 
them in Thrace ; but tho ancient geographers, as Pliny and 
others, extended it to the Isier or Danube; aud Herodotus 
called it the largest country in the world except India. This 


ling to give them time to repent, and only demanded 
to have Phoenix and Prothutes, the two chief ring¬ 
leaders of the revolt, delivered up to him; and pub¬ 
lished by sound of trumpet, a general pardon to all 
who should come ovel* to him. But the Thebans, by 
way of insult, demanded to have Philotas and Anti¬ 
pater delivered to them; and invited, in the same 
manner, all who were solicitous for the liberty of 
Greece, to join with them in its defence. 

Alexander, finding it impossible for him to get the 
better of their obstinacy by offers of peace, saw with 
grief that he should be forced to employ his power, 
and decide the affair by force of arms. A great battle 
was thereupon fought, in which the Thebans exerted 
themselves with a bravery and ardour much beyond 
their strength, for the enemy exceeded them vastly 
in numbers: but after a long and vigorous resistance, 
such as survived of the Macedonian garrison in the 
citadel, coming down from it and charging the The¬ 
bans in the rear, being thus surrounded on all sides, 
the greatest part of them were cut to pieces, and the 
city was taken and plundered. 

It would be impossible for words to express the 
dreadful calamities which the Thebans suffered on 
the occasion. Some Thracians having pulled down 
the house of a virtuous lady of quality, Timoclea by 
name, carried off all her goods and treasures; and 
their captain having seized the lady, and satiated his 
brutal lust with her, afterwards inquired whether she 
had not concealed gold and silver. Timoclea, ani¬ 
mated by an ardent desire of revenge, replying that 
she had hid some, took him with herself only into 
her garden, and showing him a well, told him, that 
the instant she saw the enemy enter the city, she her¬ 
self had thrown into it the most valuable things in 
her possession. The officer, overjoyed at what he 
heard, drew near the well, and stooping down to see 
its depth, Timoclea, who was behind, pushing him 
with all her strength, threw him into the well, and 
afterwards killed him with great stones which she 
threw upon him. She was instantly seized by the 
Thracians, and being bound in chains, was carried 
before Alexander. The prince peiceived immedi¬ 
ately by her mien, that she was a woman of quality 
and great spirit, for she followed those brutal wretch¬ 
es with a haughty air, and without discovering the 
least astonishment or fear. Alexander asking her 
who she was, Timoclea replied, I am sister to Thea- 
genes, who fought against Philip for the liberty of 
Greece, and was killed in the battle of Chaeronea, 
where he commanded. The prince admiring the 
generous answer of the lady, and still more the action 
that she had done, gave orders that she should have 
leave to retire wherever she pleased with her chil¬ 
dren. 

Alexander then debated in council, how to act with 
regard to Thebes. The Phocreans and the people of 
Plataete, Thespias, and Orchomenus, who were all in 
alliance with Alexander, and had shared in his vic¬ 
tory, represented to him the cruel treatment they had 
met with from the Thebans, who had destroyed their 
several cities; and reproached them with the zeal 


first expedition of Alexanderwas aa eminent instance of that 
promptitude and vigour which he ever after displayed, and 
which qualified him to be the greatest conqueror that ever 
appeared in the ancient world. That he should have march¬ 
ed in thirteen days to the most northern mouth of the Dan¬ 
ube from Philippi, and across the lofty and rugged ridge of 
the Balkhan, and in three days from the summit of that 
range to the embouchure of the stream mentioned above, 
was an astonishing instance of that rapidity of military 
movements which subsequently distinguished the campaigns 
of a Csesar and a Buonaparte. The distance from the Hae- 
mue or Balkhan, to the most northern branch of the Danube, 
is 200 British miles—a distance so great to be traversed in 
that short space of lime, is hardly credible, and would in¬ 
duce a suspicion of exaggeration in the historian or corrup¬ 
tion in the text. It seems impossible that he should have 
marched nigh 70 miles a day. The isle of Peuce lies off tho 
most northern mouth at a small distance; and is, according 
to Dr. Clark, placed J5 minutes loo far north in all tbe mo¬ 
dern maps. The Illyrians, whom Alexander reduced on hia 
return from the banks of the Danube, lay to the N. W. of 
Macedonia, and inhabited the tract now culled Upper or 
Northern Albania.] 
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which they had always discovered in favour of the 
Persians against the Greeks, who held them in the 
utmost detestution; the proof of which was, the oath 
they had all taken to destroy Thebes, after they should 
have vanquished the Persians. 

Cleades, one of the prisoners, being permitted to 
speak, endeavoured to excuse, in some measure, the 
revolt of the Thebans; a fault which, in his opinion, 
should be imputed to a rash and credulous impru- 
deoce, rather than to depravity of will and declared 
perfidy. He demonstrated, that his countrymen, 
upon a false report of Alexander’s death, which they 
had too eagerly credited, had indeed broke into 
rebellion, not against the king, but against bis suc¬ 
cessors; that what crimes soever they might have 
committed, they had been punished for them with 
the utmost severity, by the dreadful calamity which 
had befallen their city: that there now remained in it 
none but women, children, and old men, from whom 
nothing was to be feared; and who were so much 
the greater objects of compassion, as they had been 
no ways concerned in the revolt. He concluded 
with reminding Alexander, that Thebes, which had 
given birth to so many gods and heroes, several of 
whom were that king’s ancestors, had also been the 
cradle of bis father Philip’s rising glory, and like a 
second native country to him. 

These motives, which Cleades urged, were very 
strong and powerful; nevertheless, the anger of the 
conqueror prevailed, and the city was destroyed. 
However, he set at liberty the priests; all such as 
had right of hospitality with the Macedonians; the 
descendants of Pindar, the famous poet, who had 
done so much honour to Greece; and such as had 
opposed the revolt: but all the rest, in number about 
30,000, he sold, and upwards of 6000 had been killed 
in battle. The Athenians were so sensibly afflicted 
at the sad disaster which had befallen Thebes, that 
being about to solemnize the festival of the great 
mysteries, they suspended them, upon account of 
their extreme grief, and received with the greatest 
humanity all those who had fled from the battle and 
the sack of Thebes, and made Athens their asylum. 

Alexander’s so sudden arrival in Greece, had very 
much abated the haughtiness of the Athenians, and 
extinguished Demosthenes’s vehemence and fire; but 
the ruin of Thebes, which was still more sudden, 
threw them into the utmost consternation. They, 
therefore, had recourse to entreaties, ancl sent a 
deputation to Alexander, to implore his clemency. 
Demosthenes was among the deputies; but he was 
no sooner arrived at mount Cytheron, than dreading 
the anger of that prince, he quitted the embassy, and 
returned home. 

Immediately Alexander sent to Athens, requiring 
the citizens to deliver up to him ten orators, whom 
he supposed to have been the chief instruments in 
forming the league which Philip his father had de¬ 
feated at Chseronea. It was on this occasion that 
Demosthenes related to the people the fable of the 
wolves and dogs, in which it is supposed, “That the 
wolves one day told the sheep, that in case they 
desired to be at peace with them, they must deliver 
up to them the aogs who were their guard.” The 
application was easy and natural, especially with 
respect to the orators, who were justly compared to 
dogs, whose duty is to watch, to bark, and to fight, in 
order to save the lives of the flock. 

In this extreme difficulty in which the Athenians 
were involved, who could not prevail with them¬ 
selves to deliver up their orators to certain death, 
though they had no other way to save their city, 
Demades, whom Alexander had honoured with his 
friendship, offered to undertake the embassy alone, 
and intercede for them. The king, whether he had 
satiated his revenge, or endeavoured to blot out, if 
possible, by some act of clemency, the barbarous 
action he had just before committed; or rather, 
willing to remove the several obstacles which might 
retard the execution of his grand design, and by that 
means not leave, during his absence, the least ground 
or pretence for murmurs, waved his demand with 
regard to the delivery of the orators, and was paci¬ 


fied by their sending Caridenms into banishment, 
who being a native of Orea, 1 had been piesented by 
the Athenians with the freedom of their city, for the 
services he had done the republic. He was son-in- 
law to Chersobleptus, king of Thrace; had learned 
the art of war under Iphicrates, and had himself 
frequently commanded the Athenian armies. To 
avoid the persecution of Alexander, he took refuge 
with the king of Persia. 

As for the Athenians, lie not only forgave them the 
several injuries he pretended to have received, but 
expressed a particular regard for them, exhorting 
them to apply themselves vigorously to public affairs, 
and to keep a watchful eye over the severabtransac- 
tions which might happen; because, in case of his 
death, their city was to give laws to the rest of 
Greece. Historians relate, that many years after 
this expedition, he was seized with deep remorse for 
the calamity he had brought upon the Thebans, and 
that this made him behave with much greater 
humanity towards many other nations. 

So dreadful an example of severity towards so 
powerful a city as Thebes, spread the terror of his 
arms through all Greece, and made all things give 
way before him. .He summoned, at Corinih, the 
assembly of the several states and free cities of 
Greece, 2 to obtain from them the same supreme 
command against the Persians as had been granted 
his faiher a little before his death. No diet ever 
debated on a more important subject. It was the 
Western world deliberating upon the ruin of the 
East, and the methods for executing a revenge that 
had been suspended more than an age. The assembly 
held at this time will give rise to events, the relation 
of which will appear astonishing and almost incredi¬ 
ble; and to revolutions which will change the ap¬ 
pearance of things'nearly throughout the world. 

To form such a design required a prince, bold, 
enterprising, and experienced in war; one of en¬ 
larged views, who had acquired a great name by his 
exploits, was not to be intimidated by dangers nor 
checked by obstacles; but above all, a monarch who 
had a supreme authority over all the stales of Greece, 
none of which singly was powerful enough to make 
so arduous an attempt; and which required, in order 
to their acting in concert, to be subject to one chief, 
who might give motion to the several parts of that 
great body, by making them all concur to the same 
end. Such a prince was Alexander. It was not dif¬ 
ficult for him to rekindle in the minds of the people 
their ancient hatred of the Persians, their perpetual 
and irreconcilable enemies; whose destruction they 
had more than once sworn, and whom they had 
determined to extirpate, in case an opportunity 
should ever present itself for that purpose; a hatred 
which the intestine feuds of the Greeks might indeed 
have suspended, but could never extinguish. The 
immortal retreat of the 10,000 Greeks, notwith¬ 
standing the vigorous opposition of the prodigious 
army of the Persians; the terror which Agesilaus, 
with a handful of men, had struck even as far as 
Susa; showed plainly what might be expected from 
an army, composed of the flower of the forces of all 
the cities of Greece and those of Macedon, com¬ 
manded by generals and officers formed under Philip; 
and, to say all in a word, led by Alexander. The 
deliberations of the assembly were therefore very 
short, and that prince was unanimously appointed 
generalissimo against the Persians. 

Immediately a great number of officers and gover¬ 
nors of cities, with many philosophers, waited upon 
Alexander, to congratulate him upon his election. 
He flattered himself, that Diogenes of Sinope, who 
was then at Corinth, would also come like the rest, 
and pay his compliments. This philosopher, who 
entertained a very mean idea of grandeur, thought it 
improper to congratulate men just upon their exalta¬ 
tion to any dignity; but that mankind ought to wait 
till those persons have worthily fulfilled the duties 

t A city of Euboea. 

o Plutarch places this diet or assembly here, but others 
fix it earlier; whence Dr. Frideaux supposed that it was 
summoned twice. 
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attached to their station. Diogenes therefore did 
not stir out of his house: upon which Alexander, 
attended by all his courtiers, made him a visit. The 
philosopher was at that time lying down in the sun; 
but seeing so great a crowd of people advancing 
towards him, he sat up, and fixed his eyes on Alex¬ 
ander. This prince, surprised to see so famous a 
philosopher reduced to such extreme poverty, after 
saluting him in the kindest manner, asked whether 
he wanted any thing? Diogenes replied, “Yes, that 
you would stand a little out of my sun-shine.” This 
answer raised the contempt and indignation of all 
the courtiers; but the monarch, struck with the 
philosopher’s greatness of soul, “Were I not Alex¬ 
ander,” says lie, “ 1 would be Diogenes.” A very 
profound sense lies hid in this expression, which 
shows perfectly the bent and disposition of the heart 
of man. Alexander is sensible that he is formed to 
possess all things; such is his destiny, in which he 
makes his happiness consist: but then, in case he 
should not be able to compass his ends, he is also 
sensible, that to be happy, he must endeavour to 
bring his mind to such a frame ns to want nothing. 
In a word, all or nothing: presents us with the true 
image of Alexander and Diogenes.- llow great and 
powerful soever that prince might think himself, he 
could not on this occasion deny himself to be inferior 
to a man, to whom he could give, and from whom 
he could take, nothing. 1 

Alexander, before he set out for Asia, was de¬ 
termined to consult the oracle of Apollo, on the 
event of the war. He therefore went to Delphi; but 
happened to arrive there during those days which 
are called unlucky , a season in which people were 
forbid consulting the oracle; and accordingly the 
priestess refused to go to the temple. But Alexan¬ 
der, who could not bear any contradiction to his will, 
took her forcibly by the arm; and, as he was leading 
her to the temple,'she cried out, “ My son, thou art 
irresistible.” 2 This was all he desired: and catch¬ 
ing at these words, which he considered as spoken 
by the oracle, he set out for Macedonia, in order to 
make preparations for his great expedition. 

I shall here give, in one view, a short account of 
those countries through which Alexander passed, till 
his return from India. 

Alexander sets out from Macedonia, which is part 
of Turkey in Europe, and crosses the Hellespont, or 
the Straits of the Dardanelles. 

He crosses Asia Minor (Natolia,) where he fights 
two battles: the first at the passage of the river Gra- 
nicus, and the second near the city of Is>us. 

After this second battle, he enters Syria and Pales¬ 
tine; goes into Egypt, where he builds Alexandria, 
on one of the arms of the Nile; advances as far as 
Libya to the temple of Jupiter Ammon; whence he 
returns back, arrives at Tyre, and from thence 
marches towards the Euphrates. 

He crosses that river, then the Tigris, and gains 
the celebrated victory of Arbela; possesses himself 
of Babylon, 3 and Ectabana, the chief city of Media. 

From thence he passes into Hyrcania, to the sea 
which goes by that name, otherwise called the Cas¬ 
pian Sea; and enters Parthia, Drangiana, and the 
country of Paropamisus. 

He afterwards goes into Bactriana and Sogdiana; 
advances as far as the river laxarthes, called by 
Quintus Curtius the Tanais, the farther side of which 
is inhabited by the Scythians, whose country forms 
part of Great Tartary. 

Alexander, after having gone through various 
countries, crosses the river Indus; enters India which 
lies on this side the Ganges, and forms part of the 
Great Mogul’s empire, and advances very near the 
river Ganges, which he also intended to pass, had 
not his aimy refused to follow him. He therefore 
conteuts himself with inarching to view the ocean, 
and goes down the river Indus to its mouth. 

* Homo supra mensuram human® superbi® tumens, vidit 
aliquem. eui nec dare quidquam posset, nec eripere. Senec. 
de Bencf. 1. v. c. 0. 

® ’ Av/xt]T0 $ it & 

« The capital of Babylonia. 


From Macedonia to the Ganges, very near tc 
which river Alexander marched, is computed at least 
1100 leagues. 

Add to this the various turnings in Alexander’s 
marches, first, from the extremity of Cilicia, where 
the battle of Issus was fought, to the temple of 
Jupiter Ammon in Libya; and his returning from 
thence to Tyre, a journey of 300 leagues at least, 
and as much space at least for the windings of his 
route in different places; we shall find that Alex¬ 
ander, in less than eight years, marched his army 
upwards of 1700 leagues, without including his return 
to Babylon. 

SECTION III.— ALEXANDER SETS OUT FROM 

MACEDON UPON R1S EXPEDITION AGAINST THE 

PERSIANS. HE ARRIVES AT ILION, AND PAYS 

GREAT HONOUR TO THE TOMB OF ACHILLES. 

HE FIGHTS THE FIRST BATTLE AGAINST THE 

PERSIANS AT THE RIVER GRANICUS, AND OB¬ 
TAINS A FAMOUS VICTORY. 

Alexander 4 being arrived in his 
kingdom, held a council with the A. M. 3670. 
chief officers of his arm}' and the Ant. J. C. 334. 
grandees of his court, on the expedi¬ 
tion which lie meditated against Persia, and the 
measures to be taken in order to ensure success. 
The whole assembly was unanimous, except on one 
article. Antipater and Panntnio were ol opinion, 
that the king, before he engaged in an enterprise 
which would necessarily he a long one, ought to 
make choice of a consort in order to secure himself a 
successor to his throne. But Alexander, who was 
of a violent, fiery temper, did not approve of this 
advice; and believed, tnat after he had been nomi¬ 
nated generalissimo of the Greeks, and that his father 
had lelt him an invincible army, it would be a shame 
for him to lose his time in solemnizing his nuptials, 
and waiting for the fruits of it; for which reason he 
determined to set out immediately. 

Accordingly .he offered up very splendid sacrifices 
to the gods, and caused to be celebrated at Dia, a 
city of Macedon, scenical games, that had been insti¬ 
tuted by one of his ancestors in honour of Jupiter 
and the Muses. 5 This festival continued nine days, 
agreeable to the number of those goddesses. He 
had a tent raised large enough to hold a hundred 
tables, on which, consequently, 900 covers might be 
laid. To this feast, the several princes of his family♦ 
all the ambassadors, generals, and officers, were 
invited. He also treated his whole army. It waa 
then he had the famous vision, in which he was 
exhorted to march speedily into Asia, of which 
mention will be made in theVquel. 6 

Before he set out on his expedition, he settled the 
affairs of Macedon, over which he appointed Anti¬ 
pater as viceroy, with 12,000 foot, and nearly the 
same number of horse. 

He also inquired into the domestic affairs of his 
friends, giving to one an estate in land, to another a 
village, to a third the revenues of a town, to a fourth 
the toll of a harbour. And as all the revenues of his 
demesnes were already employed and exhausted by 
his donations, Perdiccas said to him, “My lord, what 
is it yon reserve for yourself?” Alexander replying, 
“Hope;” “The same hope,” says Perdiccas, “ought 
therefore to satisfy us;” and very generously refused 
to accept of what the king had assigned to him. 

The knowledge of the human heart, and the art of 
gaining it, is of great importance to a prince. Now 
Alexander was sensible that this art consists in 
making it the interest of every individual to promote 
his grandeur; and in governing his subjects in such a 
manner, that they should feel his power by no other 
marks than his bounty. It is then the interest of 
every person unites with that of the prince. They 
are one’s own possessions, one’s own happiness, which 
we love in his person; and we are so many times 
attached to him (and by as close ties) as there are 

* Diad. I. xvii. p. 499—503. Arrian. 1. i. p. 23—36. Hut, 
in Alex. p. 672, 673. Justin. 1. xi. c. 5, 6. 

* Theatrical representations were so called. 

6 Joseph. Antiq. lib. xi. 
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things we love and receive from him. All the sequel 
of this history will show, that no person ever made 
a more hanpv use of this maxim than Alexander, who 
thought himself raised to the throne, merely that he 
might do good; and indeed his liberality, which was 
truly royal, was neither satisfied nor exhausted by 
the noblest acts of beneficence. 

Alexander, after having completely' settled affairs 
in Macedonia, and used all the precautions imagina¬ 
ble, to prevent any troubles from arising in it during 
his absence, set out for Asia in the beginning of the 
spring. His army consisted of little more than 30,- 
000 foot and 4 or 5000 horse; but then they were all 
brave men; were well disciplined, and inured to fa¬ 
tigues; had made several campaigns under Philip; 
and were each of them, in case of necessity, capable 
of commanding. 1 Most of the officers wire .near 
threescore years of age; and when they were either 
assembled, or drawn up at the head of a camp, they 
had the air of a venerable senate. 2 Parmeiiio com¬ 
manded the infantry. Phi lotas, his son, had 1,800 
horse 3 under him; and Callas, the son of llarpalus, 
the same number of Thessalian cavalry. The rest of 
the horse, who were composed of natives of the seve¬ 
ral states of Greece, and amounted to 600, had their 
particular commander. The Thracians and Pceoni- 
ans, who were always in front, were headed by Cas- 
sander. Alexander began his route along the lake 
of Cercina, towards Amphipolis; crossed the river 
Strymon near its mouth; afterwards the Hebrus,and 
arrived at Sestus after twenty days’ march. He then 
commanded Parmenio to cross over from Sestus to 
Abydos, with all the horse, and part of the foot; 
which he accordingly did by the assistance of 160 
gal leys and several flat-bottomed vessels. As for Alex¬ 
ander, he went from Eleontum to the port of the 
Achaians, himself steering hi* * own galley; and being 
got to the middle of the Hellespont, he sacrificed a 
bull to Neptune and the Nereides, and made liba¬ 
tions in the sea from a golden cup. It is also related, 
that after having thrown a javelin at the land, as if 
thereby to take possession of it, he landed the first in 
Asia! and leaping from the ship, completely armed, 
and in the highest transports of joy, he erected altars 
on the shore to Jupiter, to Minerva, and to Hercules, 
for having favoured him with so propitious a descent. 
He had done the same at his leaving Europe. He 
depended so entirely on the happy success of his 
arms, and the rich spoils he should find in Asia, that 
he had made very little provision for so great an ex¬ 
pedition ; persuaded that war, when carried on suc¬ 
cessfully, would supply nil things necessary for war. 
He had but seventy talents 4 in money to pay his ar¬ 
my, and only a month’s provision. I before observed, 
that on leaving Macedon he had divided his patrimo¬ 
ny among his generals and officers; and a circum¬ 
stance of still greater importance is, that he had in¬ 
spired his soldiers with so much courage and confi¬ 
dence, that they fancied they marched, not to preca¬ 
rious war, but certain victory. 

When he came within a short distance of the city 
of Lanipsacus, 5 which he had determined to destroy 
in order to punish the rebellion of its inhabitants, he 
saw Anaximenes, a native of that place, coming to 
him. This man, who was a famous historian, had been 
very intimate with Philip his father; and Alexander 
himself had a great esteem for him, having been his 
pupil. The king, suspecting the business he was 
come upon, to be beforehand with him, swore, in ex¬ 
press terms, that he would never grant his request. 
“ The favour I have to desire of you,” says Anaxi¬ 
menes, “ is, that you would destroy Lanipsacus.” By 
this witty evasion, the historian saved his country. 

From thence Alexander arrived at 1IIion, where 
he paid great honours to the names of Achilles, and 
caused games to be celebrated round his tomb. He 


1 Ut non tarn milites, quam magistral militia; cleetos pu- 
tares. Justin. I. xi. c. 6. 

* Ut, si principia castrorum reroeres, senatum tc alicujus 
prisore reip. videre diceres. Id , 
a These were all Macedonians. 

4 Seventy thousand crowns. 

6 Val. RIux. 1, vii. c. 3 


admired and envied the double felicity of that re¬ 
nowned Grecian, in having found,during his lifetime, 
a faithful friend in Patroclus; and, after his death, a 
herald, worthy the greatness of his exploits, in Ho¬ 
mer. And, indeed, had it not been for the Iliad, 6 
the name of Achilles would have perished in the same 
grave with his body. 

At last Alexander arrived on the banks of the Gra- 
nicus, 7 a river of Phrygia. The satrap cc, or deputy- 
lieutenants, waited his coming on the other side of 
it, firmly resolved to dispute the passage with him. 
Their army consisted of 100,000 foot, and upwards of 
10,000 horse. 8 Memnon, who was a Pdiodian, and 
commanded under Darius all the coast of Asia, Lad 
advised the generals act to venture a battle; but to 
lay waste the plains, and even the cities, thereby to 
starve Alexander’s army, and oblige him to return 
back into Europe. Memnon was the most able of all 
Darius’s generals, and had been the principal agent in 
his victories. It is not easy to determine what we 
ought to admire most in him; whether his great wis¬ 
dom in council, his courage and capacity in the field, 
or his zeal and attachment to bis sovereign. The 
council he gave on this occasion was excellent, when 
we consider that his enemy was fiery and impetuous; 
had neither tovvn, magazine, nor place of retreat: that 
he was entering a country to which he was absolutely 
a stranger, inhabited by enemies; that delays alone 
would weaken and ruin him; and that his only hope 
and resource lay in gaining a battle immediately. But 
Arsiles, satrap of Phrygia, opposed the opinion of 
Memnon, and protested he would never suffer the 
Grecians to make such havoc in the territories he go¬ 
verned. This bud advice prevailed over the judicious 
counsel of the foreigner (Memnon,) whom the Per¬ 
sians, to their great prejudice, suspected of a design 
to protract the war, and by that means make himself 
necessary to Darius. 

Alexander, in the mean time, marched on at the 
head of his heavy-aimed infantry, draw'll up in two 
lines, with the cavalry in the wings: the baggage fol¬ 
lowed in the rear. Being arrived upon the banks of 
the Granicus, Parmenio, advised him to encamp there 
in battle array, in order that his forces might have 
time to rest themselves, and not to pass the river till 
next morning, because the enemy would then be less 
able to prevent him. He added, that it would be too 
dangerous to attempt crossing a river in sight of an 
enemy, especially as that before them was deep, and 
its hanks very craggy: so that the Persian cavalry, 
who waited their coining in battle array on the other 
side, might easily defeat them before they were drawn 
up: that besides the loss which would be sustained 
on this occasion, this enterprise, in case it should 
prove unsuccessful, would be of dangerous conse¬ 
quence to their future affairs; the fame and glory of 
arms depending on the first notions. 

However, these reasons were not able to make the 
least impression on Alexander, who declared, that it 
would be a shame, should he, alter crossing the Hel¬ 
lespont, suffer his progress to be retarded by a rivu¬ 
let, for so he culled the Granicus out of contempt: 
that they ought to take advantage of the terror, 
which the suddenness of his arrival, and the boldness 


6 Cum in Sigirn ad Achillis tumulnm constitisset: O for¬ 
tunate, inquit, adolesce ns, qtii tu« virtniis Homer uni pr®- 
conein inveneris! Et vere. Nain, nisi llius ilia exlitisset, 
idem, tumulus, qui corpus ejus contexerat, eliam nomen 
obruisset, Cic, pro *9rc/i. n. 21, 

* [The Granicus is a narrow, deep, and rapid stream, ori¬ 
ginating in the northern slope of the range of Ida, and run¬ 
ning a N. E. course of <10 geographical miles to ihe Propon¬ 
tis. Its western hanks are reported by travellers to he high, 
steep, and rugged. Its modern name is the Oosirola, and 
not Sousoughirli, as affirmed in the Ancient Universal His¬ 
tory, vol. 5tii. This latter appellation belongs lo the Rhyn- 
dacus.a river that falls into tiic Propontis, e0 British miles 
east of the Granicus—the /Esepus running between. T ha 
Granicus lay 35 British miles to the east ot Lampsacus in 
direct distance.] 

» According lo Justin, their army consisted of GOO.OOO foot, 
whereas Arrian declares there were no more 20,000. Both 
these accounts urn improbable, and (hero is doubih-ss somo 
fault in the text, and therefore I follow Diuuorus Siculus. 
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of his attempt, had spread among the Persians: and 
answer the high opinion the world conceived of his 
courage, and the valour of the Macedonians. The 
enemy’s horse, which was very numerous, lined the 
whole shore, and formed an extended front, in order 
to oppose Alexander, Wherever he should endeavour 
to pass: and the foot, which consisted chiefly ofGreeks 
in Darius’s service, was posted behind, upon an easy 
ascent. 

The two armies continued a long time in sight of 
each other, on the banks of the river, as if dreading 
the event. The Persians waited till the Macedonians 
should enter the river, in order to charge them to 
advantage upon their landing: and the latter seemed 
to be making choice of a place proper for crossing, 
and observing the disposition of their enemies. Up¬ 
on this, Alexander, having ordered his horse to be 
brought, commanded the noblemen of the court to 
follow him, and behave gallantly. He himself com¬ 
manded the right wing, and Parmenio the left. The 
king first caused a strong detachment to march into 
the river, himself following it with the rest of the 
forces. He made Parmenio advance afterwards 
with the left wing. Pie himself led on the right 
wing into the river, follow'ed by the rest of the troops; 
the trumpets sounding, and the whole army raising 
cries of joy. 

The Persians seeing this detachment advance for¬ 
ward, began to let fly their arrows, and march to a 
place where the declivity was not so great, in order 
to keep the Macedonians from landing. And now 
the horse engaged with great fury; one part endea¬ 
vouring to land, and the other striving to prevent 
them. The Macedonians, whose cavalry was far in¬ 
ferior in number, besides the disadvantage of the 
ground, were wounded with the darts that were shot 
from the eminence; not to mention that the flower of 
the Persian horse were drawn together in this place; 
and that Memnon, in concert with his sons, command¬ 
ed there. The Macedonians therefore at first gave 
ground, after having lost the first ranks, which made 
a vigorous defence. Alexander, who had followed 
them close, and reinforced them with his best troops, 
puts himself at their head, animates them by his pre¬ 
sence, pushes the Persians, and routs them; upon 
which the whole army follow after, cross the river, 
aud attack the enemy' on all sides. 

Alexander first charged the thickest part of the en¬ 
emy’s horse, in which the generals fought. He him¬ 
self was particularly conspicuous by his shield, and 
the plume of feathers that over-shadowed his helmet, 
on the two sides of which there rose two wings, as it 
were, of n great length, and so vastly white, that they 
dazzled the eyes of the beholder. The charge was 
very furious about his person: and though only horse 
engaged, they fought like foot, man to man, without 
giving way on either side: every one striving to re¬ 
pulse his adversary, and gain ground of him. Spi- 
throbates, lieutenant-governor of Ionia, and son-in- 
law to Darius, distinguished himself above the rest of 
the generals by his superior bravery. Being sur¬ 
rounded by forty Persian lords, all of them his rela¬ 
tions, of experienced valour, and who never moved 
from bis side, he carried terror wherever he moved. 
Alexander observing in how gallant a manner he sig¬ 
nalized himself, clapped spurs to his horse, and ad¬ 
vanced towards him. Immediately' they engage, and 
each having thrown a javelin, wounded the other, 
though but slightly. Spithrobates falls furiously 7 , 
sword in hand, upon Alexander, who being prepared 
for him, thrusts his pike into his face, and lays him 
dead at his feet. At that very' moment, Rosaces, bro¬ 
ther to that nobleman,charging him on the side, gives 
him so furious a blow on the head with his battle-axe, 
that he beat ofi' his plume, but went no deeper than 
the hair. As he was going to repeat his blow on the 
head, which now appeared through his fractured hel¬ 
met, Clitus cut oft’Rosaces’s hand with one stroke of 
his scimitar, and by r that means saves his sovereign’s 
life. The danger to which Alexander had been ex¬ 
posed, greatly animated the courage of his soldiers, 
who now perform wonders. The Persians in the cen¬ 
tre of the cavalry, upon whom the light-armed troops, 


who had been posted in the intervals of the horse, 
poured a perpetual discharge of darts, being unable 
to sustain any longer the attack of the Macedonians, 
who struck them all in the face, began to give ground, 
and the two wings were immediately broke and put 
to flight. Alexander did not pursue them long, but 
turned about immediately to charge the foot. 

These, says the historian, at first stood their ground, 
which was owing to the surprise they were seized with, 
rather than bravery. But when they saw themselves 
attacked at the same time by the cavalry and the Ma¬ 
cedonian phalanx, which had crossed the river, and 
that the battalions were now engaged; those of the 
Persians did not make either a long or a vigorous re¬ 
sistance, and were soon put to flight, the Grecian in¬ 
fantry in Darius’s service excepted. This body of 
foot, retiring to a bill, demanded a promise from 
Alexander to let them march away unmolested; but 
following the dictates of his wrath, rather than those 
of reason, he rushed into the midst of this body of 
foot, and presently lost his horse (not Bucephalus,) 
who was killed with the thrust of a sword. The bat¬ 
tle was so hot around him, that most of the Macedo¬ 
nians who lost their lives on this occasion, fell here; 
for they fought against a body' of men who were well 
disciplined, had been inured to war, and fought in 
despair. They were all cut to pieces, 2000 excepted, 
who were taken prisoners. 

A great number of the chief Persian commanders 
lay' dead on the spot. Arsites fled into Phrygia, where 
it is said he laid violent hands upon himself, through 
regret that he had been the cause that the battle was 
fought. It would have been more glorious for him 
had he died in the field. Twenty thousand foot, and 
2500 horse, were killed in this engagement, on the 
side of the barbarians; and on that of the Macedoni¬ 
ans, twenty r -five of the royal horse were killed at the 
first attack. Alexander ordered Lysippus to make 
their statues in brass, all of which were set up in a 
city of Macedon called Diuni, from whence they r were 
many years after carried to Rome by' Q. Metellus. 
About’threescore of the other horse were killed, and 
near thirty*foot, who, the next day', were all laid, 
with their arms and equipage, in one grave; and the 
king granted an exemption to their fathers and chil¬ 
dren from every kind of tribute and service. 

He also took the utmost care of the wounded, visit¬ 
ed them, and saw their wounds dressed. Heinquired 
very particularly into their adventures, and permitted 
every one of them to relate his actions in the battle, 
and boast his bravery. A prince gains many advan¬ 
tages by such a familiarity and condescension. He 
also granted the rites of sepulture to the grandees of 
Persia, and did not even refuse it to such Greeks as 
died in the Persian service; but all those whom he 
took prisoners, he laid in chains, and sent them to 
work as slaves in Macedonia, for having fought under 
the barbarian standards against their country', con¬ 
trary to the express prohibition made by Greece up¬ 
on that head. 

Alexander made it his duty and pleasure to share 
the honour of his victory with the Greeks; and sent 
particularly to the Athenians 300 shields, being part 
of the plunder taken from the enemy', and caused the 
glorious inscription following to be inscribed on the 
rest of the spoils: Alexander , sonof Philip, with the 
Greeks, (the Lacedcemonians excepted,) gained these 
spoils from the Barbarians who inhabit Asia . A 
conduct of this kind evinces a very' uncommon and 
amiable greatness of soul in a conqueror, who gene¬ 
rally cannot, without great reluctance, admit others 
to share in his glory'. The greatest part of the gold 
and silver plate, the purple carpets, and other arti¬ 
cles of Persian luxury, be sent to his mother. 

SECTION IV.— A LEXANDER CONQUERS THE 
GREATEST PART OF ASIA MINOR. HE IS SEIZED 
WITH A DANGEROUS DISEASE, OCCASIONED BY 
BATHING IN THE RIVER CYDNUS. PHILIP THE 
PHYSICIAN CURES HIM IN A FEW 7 DAYS. ALEX¬ 
ANDER PASSES THE DEFILES OF CILICIA. DARI¬ 
US ADVANCES AT THE SAME TJME. THE BOLD 
AND FREE ANSWER OF CARIDEMUS TO THAT 
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PRINCE, WHICH COST HIM HIS LIFE. DESCRIP¬ 
TION* OF DARIUS’S MARCH. 

The success of the battle of the 
A. I\I. 3670. Granicus, 1 had all the happy conse- 
Ant. J. C. 334. quencesthat could naturally be ex¬ 
pected from it. Sardis, 2 which was 
in a manner the bulwark of the barbarian empire on 
the side next the sea,surrendered to Alexander, who 
gave the citizens their liberty, and permitted them 
to live after their own laws. Four days after he 
arrived at F.pbesus, carrying with him those who 
had been banished from thence for being his adhe¬ 
rents, and restored its popular form of government. 
He assigned to the temple of Diana the tributes 
which were paid to the kings of Persia. He offered a 
great number of sacrifices to that goddess, solemnized 
her mysteries with the utmost pomp, and conducted 
the ceremony with his whole army drawn up in bat¬ 
tle array. The Ephesians had begun to rebuild the 
temple of Diana, which had been burned the very 
night of Alexander’s birth, as was before observed, 
and the work was now very far advanced. Dino¬ 
crates, a famous architect, who superintended the 
building of the temple, was afterwards employed by 
this king to build Alexandria in Egypt. Alexander 
offered to pay the Ephesians, all the expenses they 
had already been at, and to furnish the remainder, 
provided they would inscribe the temple with his 
name alone; for he was fond, or rather insatiable, of 
every kind of glory. The inhabitants of Ephesus, 
not being willing to consent to it, and nevertheless 
afraid to refuse him that honour openly, had recourse 
to an artful flattery, to enable them to evade this re¬ 
quest. They told him that it was inconsistent for 
one god to erect monuments to another. Before he 
left Ephesus, the deputies of the cities of Tralles 
and Magnesia waited upon him with the keys of those 
places. 

He afterwards marched to Miletus, 3 which city, 
flattered with the hopes of a sudden and powerful sup- 
ort, shut their gates against him, and, indeed, tne 
ersian fleet, which was very considerable, made a 
show as if it would succour that city: but after ha¬ 
ving made several fruitless attempts to engage that 
of the enemy, it was forced to sail away. Memnon 
had shut himselfup in this fostress, with a great num¬ 
ber of his soldiers who had escaped the battle, and 
was determined to make a good defence. Alexander, 
who would not lose a moment’s time, attacked it, and 
planting scaling-ladders on all sides, the scalado was 
carried on with no less intrepidity, though Alexander 
sent fresh troops to relieve one another without the 
least intermission; and this lasted several days. At 
last, finding his soldiers were every where repulsed, 
and that the city was provided w ith every requisite for 
a long siege, he planted all his machines against it, 
made a great number of breaches, and whenever these 
were attacked, a new scalado was attempted. The 
besieged, after sustaining all these efforts with pro¬ 
digious bravery, capitulated, for fear of being taken 
by storm. Alexander treated all the Melisians with 
the utmost humanity, and sold all the foreigners who 
were found in it. The historians do not make any 
mention of Memnon, but we may reasonably suppose 
that he marched out with the garrison. 

Alexander, seeing that the enemy’s fleet had sailed 
avvay, resolved to destroy his own, the expense of it 
being too great, not to mention that he wanted 

1 Diod. 1. xvii. p. 503—511. Arrian. 1. i. p. 30.—59. et 1. 
ii. p. 00—GG. Ptut. in Alex. p. G73, 674. Q. Curt. 1. iii. e. 
I—3. Justin. 1. xi. c. 7,8. Strab. 1. xiv. p.040. Solin c. xl. 

a [Sardis lay about 120 geographical, or 138 British miles, 
in direct distance, S. E. of the Granicus; to which place Al¬ 
exander marched directly after his victory. From this again 
he marched S. W. to Ephesus, about G3 Roman miles in di¬ 
rect distance.! 

3 [Miletus lay 28 B. miles S. E. of Ephesus, in direct dis¬ 
tance, on the Lahnian Gulf, now supposed to he the Lake of 
Ufa Bashce; the low grounds between lhat lake and the sea, 
being considered as alluvial matter, formed by the inunda¬ 
tions of the Mreander. At any rate, the Lalmian Gulf is no 
longer in being ; and the ruins of Miletus have not yet been 
so clearly recognised, as to fix with precision the exact site 
of that once celebrated city.] 


money for things of greater importance. Some 
historians are even of opinion* that he was upon the 
point of coming to a battle with Darius, which wa 3 
to determine the fate of the two empires, he w*as 
resolved to deprive his soldiers of all hopes of re¬ 
treat, and to leave them no other* resource than that 
of victory. He therefore retained such vessels only 
of his fleet, as were absolutely necessary for transport¬ 
ing the military engines, and a small number of other 
galleys. 

After possessing himself of Miletus, he marched 
into Caria, in order to lay siege to Halicarnassus. 4 
The city was of most difficult access from its happy 
situation, and had been strongly fortified. Besides, 
Memnon, the ablest as well as the most valiant of all 
Darius’s commanders, had thrown himself into it with 
a body of choice soldiers, with design to signalize his 
courage and fidelity to his sovereign. He accord¬ 
ingly made a very noble defence, in which he was 
seconded by Ephialtes, another general of great 
merit. Whatever could be expected from the most 
intrepid bravery, and the most consummate knowl¬ 
edge in the science of war, was conspicuous on both 
sides on this occasion. After the besiegers had, with 
incredible labour, filled up part of the ditches, and 
brought their engines near the walls, they had the 
grief to see their works demolished in an instant, and 
their engines set on fire, by the frequent vigorous 
sallies of the besieged. After beating down part of 
the wall with their batteringrams, they w r ere aston¬ 
ished to see a new one behind it; which was so sud¬ 
denly built up, that it seemed to rise out of the 
ground. The attack of these walls, which were built 
in a semi-circular form, destroyed a prodigious num¬ 
ber of men, because the besieged, from the top of the 
towers that were raised on the several sides, took the 
enemy in flank. It was evidently seen at this siege, 
that the strongest fortifications of a city are the 
valour and courage of its defenders. The siege was 
long, and attended with such surprising difficulties 
as would have discouraged any warrior but an Alex¬ 
ander; yet*tbe view of danger served only to animate 
his troops, and their patience was at last successful. 
Memnon, finding it impossible for him to hold out 
any longer, was forced to abandon the city. As the 
sea was open to him, after having put a strong garri¬ 
son into the citadel, which was well stored with 
provisions, he took with him the surviving inhabi¬ 
tants, with all their riches, and conveyed them into 
the island of Cos, which was not far from Halicar¬ 
nassus. Alexander did not think proper to besiege 
the citadel, it being of little importance after the city 
was destroyed, which he demolished to the very 
foundations. He thought it sufficient to encompass 
it with strong walls, and left some good troops in the 
country. 

After the death of Artemisia, queen of Caria, 
Idrieus her brother reigned in her stead. The scep¬ 
tre, according to the custom of the country, devolved 
upon Ada, sister and wife of Idrieus; but she was 
dethroned by Pexodorus, whose successor, by Da¬ 
rius’s command, was Oronfobates, his son-in-law*. 
Ada, however, was still possessed of a fortress called 
Alindae, the keys of which she had carried to Alex¬ 
ander, the instant she heard of his arrival in Cana, 
and had adopted him for her son. The king was so 
far from contemning this honour, that he left her the 
quiet possession of her own city; and after having 
taken Halicarnassus, as he by that means w T as master 


* [Halicarnassus lay 40 British miles south-cast of Mile¬ 
tus, in direct distance; nothing but a mass of ruins attests 
its former grandeur and ancient site. It lay between the 
Ceramic and Jasian bays, and was famous for the stately 
mausoleum, or tomb, erected in honour of her husband, 
Mausolus, by Artemisia bis widowed qoeen. Mausolus 
reigned over Caria, of which this city xvas the capital. It 
was, huwever, still more honoured in being the birth-place 
of Herodotus, the father of history, and Diunysius the Greek 
historian of Rome; but of whose work the greater part has 
been unfortunately lost. The poets Heraclitus and Calli¬ 
machus were also natives of this city. The peninsula be¬ 
tween the two bavs formed the ancient Doris and maritime 
Caria, and is about 40 British miles in length from west to 
cast, and about 15 from north to south.] 
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of the whole country, lie restored the government 
to Ada. 

This lady, 1 as a testimony of.the deep sense she 
had of the favours received from Alexander, sent 
him every da}’ meats dressed in the most exquisite 
manner; delicious pastry of all sorts; and the most 
excellent cooks of every'kind. Alexander answered 
the queen on this occasion, “That all this train was 
of no service.to him, for that he was possessed of 
much better cooks, whom Leonidas 2 his governor 
had given’him; one of whom prepared him a good 
dinner, and that was, walking a great deal in the 
morning very early; and the other prepared him an 
excellent supper, and that was, dining very mode¬ 
rately. 

Several kings of Asia Minor submitted voluntarily 
to Alexander. Mithridates, king of Pontus, was one 
of these, who afterwards adhered to this prince, and 
followed him in his expeditions. He was son to 
Ariobarzanes, governor ot Phrygia, and king of Pon- 
tus, of whom mention has been made elsewhere. He 
is computed to be the sixth king from Artabazus, 3 
who is considered as the founder of that kingdom, 
of which he was put in possession by Darius, son of 
Hystaspes, his father. The famous Mithridates, who 
so long employed the Roman armies, was one of his 
successors. 

Alexander, before he went into winter quarter?, 
permitted all such of his soldiers as had married that 
year to return into Macedonia, there to spend their 
winter with their wives, upon condition that they 
would return in the spring. lie appointed three 
officers to lead them thither and to bring them back. 
This agrees exactly with the law of Moses; 4 and, as 
we do not find that this law or custom was used by 
any other nation, it is very probable that Aristotle 
had learned it from some Jew, with whom he became 
acquainted in Asia; and that approving it as a very 
wise and just custom, he therefore had recommended 
it to his pupil, who remembered it on this occasion. 

The next year Alexander began 

A, M. 3671. the campaign very early. He had 
Ant.J. C. 333. debated, whether he should march 
directly against Darius, or should 
first subdue the rest of the maritime provinces. The 
latter plan appeared the safest, since he thereby 
wuuld not be molested by such nations as he should 
leave behind him. His progress was a little inter¬ 
rupted at first. 3 Near Phaselis, a city situated be¬ 
tween Lydia and Pamphylia, is a defile along the 
sea-shore, which is always dry at low water, so that 
travellers may pass it at that time; but when the sea 
rises, it is all under water. As it was now winter, 
Alexander, whom nothing could daunt, was desirous 
of passing it before the waters fell. His forces were, 
therefore, obliged to inarch a whole day in the water, 
which came up to their waist. Some historians, 
purely to embellish this incident, relate that the sea, 
by the Divine command, had submitted spontaneously 
to Alexander, and had opened a way to him, contrary 
to the usual course of nature; among these writers is 
Quintus Cui tius. It is surprising that Josephus, the 
historian, to weaken the authority of the miracle of 
the Jews passing through the Red Sea on dr}* land, 
should have cited this circumstance by way of ex¬ 
ample, the falsity of which Alexander himself had 
refuted. For Plutarch relates, that he merely wrote 
in one of his letters, “That when he left the city of 
Phaselis he inarched on foot through the pass of the 
mountain called Climax:” and it is very well known 
that this prince, who was vastly fond of the marvel¬ 
lous, never let slip any opportunity of persuading the 
people, that the gods protected him in a very singu¬ 
lar manner. 

While he was in the neighbourhood of Phaselis, 
he discovered a conspiracy which was carrying on 
by Alexander, son of Eropus, whom he had a little 


* Plut. in Alex, p.677. 

5 BiA.TI0J';4; J'Xp O'yOWCtOUJ VTO TSw 7T X lS Xj'O.'J'Ob 

Ai-mviScZ S'So/xiv5’j$ stvrw’ /abv vb agiTTCv vj.xto.t3- 

ftxv, Tfb; Si to SsTttvcv oKiyx^urrixv. 

3 Florus. 1 . iii. c. 5. 4 Deut. xxiv .7. 

* Sirab. 1. xiv. p. 606. 


before appointed general of the Thessalian cavalry 
in the room of Calas, whom he had made governor 
of a province. Darius, upon the receipt of a letter 
which this traitor had sent him, promised him a 
reward of 1000 talents, 6 of gold, with the kingdom 
of ’Macedonia, in case he could murder Alexander; 
thinking that he could not pay too dear for a crime 
which would rid him of so formidable an enemy. 
The messenger who carried the king’s answer being 
seized, made a full confession, by which means the 
traitor was brought to condign punishment. 

Alexander, after having settled affairs in Cilicia, 
and Pamphylia, marched his army to Celreme, a city 
of Phrygia, watered by the river Marsyas, which the 
fictions of poets have made so famous. lie sum¬ 
moned the garrison of the citadel, whither the 
inhabitants were retired, to surrender; but these 
believing it impregnable, answered haughtily, that 
they would first die. However, finding the attack 
carried on with great vigour, they desired a truce 
of sixty days, at the expiration of which they 
promised to open their gates, in case they were nut 
succoured; and accordingly, no aid arriving, they 
surrendered themselves upon the day fixed. 

From thence the king marched into Phrygia, the 
capital of which was called Gordium, the ancient and 
famous residence of king Midas, situated on the river 
Sangarius. Having taken the city, he was desirous 
of seeing the' famous chariot, to which the Gordian 
knot was tied. This knot, which fastened die yoke 
to the beam, was tied with so much art, and the 
strings were twisted in so intricate a manner, that it 
was impossible to discover where it began or ended. 
According to an ancient tradition of the country, an 
oracle had foretold, that the man who could untie it, 
should possess the empire of Asia. As Alexander 
was firmly persuaded that this'promise related to 
himself, after many fruitless trials, he cried, “It is 
no matter which way it be untied,” 7 and thereupon 
cut it with the sword, and by that means, says the 
historian, either eluded or fulfilled the oracle. 8 

In the mean time Darius was setting every engine 
at work, in order to make a vigorous defence. Mem- 
non the Rhodian advised him to carry the war into 
Macedonia, which counsel seemed the most proper 
to extricate him from the present danger; lor the 
Lacedaemonians, and several other Greek nations, 
who had no affection for the Macedonians, would 
have been ready to join him; by which means Alex¬ 
ander must have been forced to leave Asia, and return 
suddenly over the sea, to defend his own country. 
Darius approved this counsel, and having determined 
to follow it, committed the execution of it to the 


s About 1,500,000^. sterling. 

* Sorlem oraculi vel elosit, vel implevit. Qubit. Curt. 

8 [Gordium, according to Renners map, M. 2. lay 105 
geographical, or upwards of J20 British miles north, a litllo 
east of Celamao. In his march thither, Alexander had to 
cross the lofty chain, row called the Moragh Dagh, the 
south boundary of l’hrygia Parorias, or the great inland 
tract of Asia Minor. It is difficult precisely to fix the sito 
of Gordium, the ancient capital of Phrygia. That it stood 
on the Sangarius all agree. Kinnier, though his route lay 
near the supposed site'of that city, was unable to gain any 
information respecting it, but places it in his map near the 
modern Beybazaar, considerably to the cast of Sever Hissar. 
All we know is, that it stood somewhere on tire Sangarius, 
not far from its source. Kennel identifies it in his map, 
with the modern Sever Hissar, built on the side of a range 
of craggy rocks, opening towards the south on the great 
plain of Phrygia Salntaris. whereas Kinnier makes it to be 
the ancient Xbrostoki. The whole of this part of Phrygia, 
once covered with towns and villages, is now a treeless 
desolate plain. Gordium, though founded by Gordius, did 
not long retain its honours, but was soon reduced to a poor, 
mean village, as Strabo informs us. . It however recovered 
its importance in the time of the Triumvirate when it was 
again made a city, and called Juliopolis, in honour ot Au¬ 
gustus Cresar, by one Cleo, a noted robber, and native of 
that place. 

This story of the Gordian knot is taken frem Curtins, but 
his authority is not to be compared to that of Aristobulus, 
who was an eye-witness of the fact, and who expressly de¬ 
clares that Alexander did not cut it, to which Plutarch 
agrees. Aristobulus assures us that he. wrested a wooden 
pin not of the beam of the waggon, which being driven in 
across the beam, held it up, and so took the yoke from it,J 
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original proposer. Accordingly Memnon was de¬ 
clared admiral of the fleet, and captain-general of all 
the forces designed for that expedition. 

Darius could not possibly have made a better 
choice. Memnon was the ablest general in his ser¬ 
vice, had fought a great many years under the Per¬ 
sian standards with the utmost fldelity. Had his ad¬ 
vice been taken, the battle of Granicus had not 
been fought. He did not abandon his master’s inte¬ 
rests after that misfortune, but had assembled the scat¬ 
tered remains of the army, and immediately withdrew 
first to Miletus, from thence to Halicarnassus, and last¬ 
ly into the island of Cos, where he was when he re¬ 
ceived his new commission. This place was the ren¬ 
dezvous for the fleet: and Memnon was now medita¬ 
ting wholly upon the manner how to put his design 
into execution. He made himself master of the island 
of Chios,and all Lesbos, the city of Mitylene except¬ 
ed. From thence he was preparing to pass over into 
Euboea, and to make Greece and Macedonia the seat 
of the war, but died before Mitylene, which city he 
had been forced to besiege. His death was the great¬ 
est misfortune that could possibly have happened to 
Persia. We see on this occasion the inestimable 
worth of a man of merit, whose death is' sometimes 
the ruin of a state. The loss of. Memnon frustrated 
the execution of the plan he had formed: for Darius 
not having one general in his army who was able to 
supply Memnon’s place, abandoned entirely the only 
enterprise which could have saved his empire. His 
soie resource, therefore, now lay in the armies of the 
East. Darius, dissatisfied with all his generals, re¬ 
solved to command in person, and appointed Babylon 
for the rendezvous of his army: where, upon being 
mustered, they were found to be about 4, 5, or 600,- 
000 men, for historians differ very much with respect 
to the number. 

Alexander, having left Gordium, marched into Pa- 
phlagonia and Cappadocia, which he subdued. It 
was there he heard of Memnon’s death, the news 
whereof confirmed him in the resolution he had taken 
of marching immediately into the provinces of Upper 
Asia. Accordingly he advanced by hasty marches in¬ 
to Cilicia, and arrived in the country called Cyrus’s 
camp. 1 From thence there is no more than fifty sta¬ 
dia (two leagues and a half) to the pass of Cilicia, 
which is a very narrow defile, through which persons 
are obliged to go from Cappadocia to Tarsus. The 
officer who guarded it in Darius’s name, had left but 
few soldiers in it, and those fled the instant they heard 
of the enemy’s arrival. Upon this, Alexander enter¬ 
ed the pass, and after viewing very attentively the 
situation of the place, he admired his own good for¬ 
tune; and confessed that he might have been very 
easily stopped and defeated there, merely by the 
thiowing of stones; for, not to mention that this pass 
was so narrow, that four men completely armed could 
scarcely walk ‘abreast in it; the top of the mountain 
hung over the road, which was not only narrow, but 
broken up in several places, by the fall of torrents 
from the mountains. 

Alexander marched his whole army to the city of 
Tarsus, where it arrived the very instant the Persians 
were setting fire to that place, to prevent his deriving 
any benefit from the plunder of so opulent a city. But 
Paraienio, whom the kinghad sent thither with a de¬ 
tachment of horse, arrived very seasonably to stop the 

rogres3 of the fire, and marched into the city, which 

e saved; the Barbarians having fled the moment 
they heard of his arrival. 

Through this city the Cydnus runs, a river not so 
remarkable for the breadth of its channel, as for the 
beauty of its waters, which are clear and limpid; but 
at the same time excessively cold,because of the tuft¬ 
ed trees with which its banks are overshadowed. It 
wag now about the end of .summer, which is exces¬ 
sively sultry in Cilicia, and in the hottest part of the 
day, when the king, who was quite covered with sweat 
and dust, arriving on its banks, had a mind to bathe 


* Quintus Curtius supposes it to be eo called from Cyrus 
the Great, and Arrian from the youoger Cyrus, which opi¬ 
nion appears the most probable. 
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in that river, invited by the beauty and clearness of 
the stream. However, the instant he plunged into 
it, he was seized with so violent a shivering, that all 
the standers-by fancied he was dying. Upon this he 
was carried to his tent, after fainting away. The 
news of this sad disaster threw the whole army into 
the utmost consternation. They all burst into tears, 
and breathed their plaints in the following words: 

“ The greatest prince that ever lived is torn from us 
in the midst of his prosperity and conquests; notin a 
battle, or at the storming of a city, but dies by his 
bathing in a river. Darius, who is coming up with 
us, will conquer before he ha3 seen his enemy. We 
shall be forced to retire, like so many fugitives, 
through those very countries which we entered wi'h 
triumph; and as the places through which we must 
pass are either desert or depopulated, hunger alone, 
should we meet no other enemy, will itself de¬ 
stroy us. But who shall guide us in our flight, or 
dare to set himself up in Alexander’s stead? And 
should we be so happy as to arrive at the Hellespont, 
how shall we furnish ourselves, with vessels to cross 
it?” After this, directing their whole thoughts to 
the prince, and furgetting themselves, they cried 
aloud. “ Alas, how sad is it that he was our king,and 
the companion of our toils; a king in the flower of 
his youth, and in the course of his greatest prosperi¬ 
ty, should be taken off, and in a maimer torn from 
our arms!” 

At last the king recovered his senses by degrees, 
and began to know the persons who stood round him; 
though the only symptom he gave of his recovery 
was, his being sensible of his illness. But he wag 
more indisposed in mind than in body, for news was 
brought that Darius might soon arrive. Alexander 
bewailed perpetually his hard fate, in being thus ex¬ 
posed naked and defenceless to his enemy, and robbed 
of so noble a victory, since he was now reduced to 
the melancholy condition of dying obscurely in his 
tent, and far from having attained the glory he had 
promised himself. Having ordered his confidential 
friends and physicians to come into his tent, “ You 
see,” said he, “ my friends, the sad extremity to which 
fortune reduces me. Methinks I already hear the 
sound of the enemy’s arms, and see Darius advancing. 
He undoubtedly held intelligence with my evil ge¬ 
nius, 2 when lie wrote letters to his lieutenants in so 
lofty and contemptuous a strain; however, he shall 
not obtain his desire, provided my physicians will at¬ 
tempt to cure me in the manner I desire. The pre¬ 
sent condition of my affairs will not admit either of 
slow remedies or fearful physicians. A speedy death 
is more eligible to me than a slow cure. In case the 
physicians think it is in their power to do me any good, 
they are to know that I do not so much wisli to live 
as to fight.” 

This sudden impatience of the king spread a uni¬ 
versal alarm. The physicians, who were sensible 
they should be answerable for the event, did not dare 
to hazard violent and extraordinary remedies; espe¬ 
cially as Darius had published, that he would reward 
with 1000 talents 3 tne man who should kill Alexan¬ 
der. However, Philip, an Acarnanian, one of his phy¬ 
sicians, who had always attended upon him from his 
youth, loved him with the utmost tenderness, not only 
as his sovereign, but his child: raising himself (mere¬ 
ly out of affection to Alexander) above all prudential 
considerations, offered to give him a dose, which, 
though not very violent, would nevertheless be speedy 
in its effects; and desired three days to prepare it. 

; At this proposal every one trembled, but he alone 
whom it most concerned; Alexander being afflicted 
upon no other account, than because it would keep 
him three days from appearing at the head of his army. 

While these things were doing, Alexander received 
a letter from Parmenio, who was left behind in Cap- 


* Darius, who imagined himself sure of overcoming Alex¬ 
ander, had written to his lieutenants, that they should chas¬ 
tise lhis young madman ; and after cluthing him in purple, 
out of derision, they should send him, hound hand and foot 
to the court. Freinshcim. in Quint. Curt , 

* About 145,000J. sterling. 
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padocia, in whom Alexander put greater confidence 
than in any other of his courtiers; the purport of 
which was, to bid him beware of Philip, for that Da¬ 
rius had bribed him, by the promise of 1000 talents 
and his sister in marriage. This letter gave him great 
uneasiness,* for he was now at full leisure to weigh 
all the reasons he might have to hope or to fear. But 
the confidence in a physician, whose sincere attach¬ 
ment and fidelity he nad proved from his infancy, 
soon prevailed, and removed all his doubts. He fold¬ 
ed up the letter, and pnt it under his bolster, without 
acquainting any one with the contents of it. 

The day heing come, Philip enters the tent with 
his medicine, when Alexander, taking the letter from 
under the bolster, gives it Philip to read. At the 
same time he takes the cup, and fixing his eyes on the 
physician, swallows the draught without the least he¬ 
sitation, or without discovering the slightest suspicion 
or uneasiness. Philip, as he perused the letter, had 
showed greater signs of indignation than of fear or 
surprise; and throwing himself upon the king’s bed— 
“Royal Sir,” says he, with a resolute tone of voice, 
your recovery will soon clear me of the guilt of par¬ 
ricide with which I am charged. The only favour I 
beg is, that you would he easy in your own mind; 
ana suffer the draught to operate, and not regard the 
intelligence you have received from servants, who in¬ 
deed have shown their zeal for your welfare; a zeal, 
however, very indiscreet and unseasonable.” These 
words did not only revive the king, but filled him 
with hope and joy; so, taking Philip by the hand, 
“ Be you yourself easy,” says ne to him, “for I be¬ 
lieve you are disquieted upon a double account; first, 
for my recovery, and secondly, for your own justifi¬ 
cation.” 

In the mean time, the physic worked so violently, 
that the accidents which attended it strengthened 
Parmenio’s accusation; for the king lost his speech, 
and was seized with such strong fainting fit3, that he 
had hardly any pulse left, or the least symptoms of 
life. Philip employed all the powers of physic to re¬ 
cover him, and in every lucid interval diverted him 
with agreeable subjects; conversing with him at one 
time about his mother and sisters, and another about 
the mighty victory which was advancing, with hasty 
steps, to crown his past triumphs. At last the physi¬ 
cian’s art having gained the ascendant, and diffused 
through every vein a salutary and vivific virtue; his 
mind first began to resume its former vigour, and af¬ 
terwards his body, much sooner than had been ex¬ 
pected, Three days after, he showed himself to the 
army, who were never satisfied with gazing upon him, 
and could scarce believe their eyes; so much had the 
greatness of the danger terrified and dejected them. 
No caresses were enough for the physician; every 
one embracing him w ith the utmost tenderness, and 
returning him thanks as to a god, who had saved the 
life of their sovereign. 

Besides the respect w f hich these people had natu¬ 
rally for their kings, words can never express how 
greatly they admired this monarch more than any 
other, and the strong affection they bore him. 

The^ w r ere persuaded, that he did not undertake 
any thing without the immediate assistance of the 
gods; and as success always attended his designs, 
even his rashness conduced to his glory, and seemed 
to have something divine in it. His youth, which one 
would have concluded incapable of such mighty en¬ 
terprises, and which, however, overcame all difficul¬ 
ties, gave a fresh merit and a brighter lustre to his 
actions. i 2 Besides, certain advantages that generally 
are little regarded, which yet engage in a wonderful 
manner the hearts of the soldiery, greatly augmented 
the merit of Alexander; such as his taking delight in 
bodily exercises; his discovering a skill and excellen¬ 
cy in them; his going clothed like the common sol¬ 
diers, and knowing how to familiarize himself with 
inferiors, without lessening his dig nity: his sharing in 

i Ingentem animo solicitudinem liter® incusserant; et 

quioquid in utramque partem aut metusautspes subjecerat, 
secreta ffistimatione pensabat. Q. Curt. 

a Quk* Jeviora haberi solent, plerumque in re militari gra- 

tiora vuigo sum. Q. Curt 


toils and dangers with the most laborious and intre¬ 
pid; qualities which, whether Alexander owed them 
to nature, or had acquired them by reflection, made 
him equally beloved and respected by his soldiers. 

During this interval, Darius was on his march, full 
of vain confidence in the immense number of his 
troops, and forming a judgment of the two armies 
merely from their disparity in that point. The plains 
of Assyria, in which he was encamped, gave him an 
opportunity of extending his horse as he pleased, and 
of availing himself of the advantage which numhers 
gave him. But, led astray by his arrogance, he en¬ 
tangles himself in narrow passes, where his cavalry, 
and the multitude of his troops, so far from doing him 
any service, would only encumher one another; and 
advances towards the enemy, for whom he should 
have waited, and runs visibly to his own destruction. 
Nevertheless, the grandees of his court, whose cus¬ 
tom it was to flatter and applaud his every action, 
congratulated him beforehand on the victory he 
would soon ohtain, as if it had been certain and ine¬ 
vitable. There was at that time, in the army of Da¬ 
rius, one Caridemus, an Athenian, a man of great ex¬ 
perience in war, who personally hated Alexander, 
for having caused him to he hanished from Athens. 
Darius, turning to this Athenian, asked him, whether 
he helieved him powerful enough to defeat his enemy. 
Caridemus, vvho had been brought up in the bosom 
of liberty, forgetting that he w r as in a country of 
slavery, where to oppose the inclination of a prince 
is of the most dangerous consequence, replied as fol¬ 
low’s: “ Possibly, Sir, you may not be pleased with 
my telling you the truth; hut, in case I do not do it 
now, it will he too late hereafter. This splendid parade 
of war, this prodigious number of men which has 
drained all the East, might indeed he formidable to 
your neighbours. Gold and purple glitter in every 
part of your army, which is so^ prodigiously splendid, 
that those who have not seen it, could never form an 
idea of its magnificence. But the soldiers w r ho com- 
ose the Macedonian army, terrible to behold, and 
ristlingin every part with arms, do not amuse them¬ 
selves with such idle show. Their only care is to 
draw up in a regular manner their battalions, and to 
cover themselves close with their bucklers and pikes. 
Thair phalanx is a hody of infantry, which engages 
without flinching; and keeps so close in their ranks, 
that the soldiers and their arms form a kind of im¬ 
penetrable work. In a w’ord, every single man among 
them, the officers as well as soldiers, are so well train¬ 
ed, so attentive to the command of their leaders, that, 
whether they are to assemble under their standards, 
to turn to the right or left, to double their ranks, and 
face ahout to the enemy on all sides, at the least sig¬ 
nal they make every motion and evolution of the art 
of w ar. But that you may be persuaded, these Ma¬ 
cedonians are not invited hither from the hopes of 
gaining gold and silver; 3 know, that this excellent 
discipline has subsisted hitherto hy the sole aids and 
precepts of poverty. Are they hungry? they satisfy 
their appetite with any kind of food. Are they wea¬ 
ry? they repose themselves on the bare ground, and 
in the day-time are always upon their feet. Do you 
fancy that the Thessalian cavalry, and that of Acar- 
nania and .Etolia, who are all armed cap-a-pie, are to 
be repulsed by stones hurled from slings, and with 
sticks burnt at the end? Troops like themselves will 
be necessary to check their career; and succours must 
be procured from their country to oppose them. Send 
therefore thither all the useless gold and silver which 
I see here, and purchase with it formidable soldiers/’ 
Darius 4 * was naturally of a miid, tractable disposi¬ 
tion; but good fortune will corrupt the most happy 
temper. Few monarchs are resolute and courageous 
enough to withstand their own power, to repulse the 
flattery of the many people who are perpetually in¬ 
flaming their passions, and to esteem a man who love9 
them so well, as to contradict and disp lease them, by 

3 Et ne auri argentique studio teneri putes, adhuc ilia 
diseiplina, paupertate magistra sietit. Q. Curt '. 

* Erat Dario mile ae tractabileingenium, nisi etiam suam 
naturam plerumque fortuna corrumperet. Q. Curt. I sus¬ 
pect the particle suam. 
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telling them the genuine truth, Darius, not having 
strength of mind sufficient for this, gives orders for 
dragging to execution a man who had fled to him for 
protection, was at that time his guest, and gave him 
at that time the best counsel that could have been 
proposed to him. However, as this cruel treatment 
could not silence Caridemus, he cried aloud, with his 
usual freedom: “My avenger is at hand, in the per¬ 
son of that very man in opposition to whom I gave 
vou counsel, and he will soon punish you for despis¬ 
ing it. As for you, Darius, 1 in whom sovereign power 
has wrought so sudden a change, you will teach pos- 
terity, that when once men abandon themselves to 
the delusion of fortune, she erases from their minds 
all the seeds of goodness implanted in them by na¬ 
ture.’’ Darius soon repented his having put to death 
so valuable a person; and experienced, but too late, 
the. truth of all he had told him. 

The king advanced with his troops towards the 
Euphrates. It was a custom long used by the Per¬ 
sians, never to set out upon a march till after sunrise, 
at which time the trumpet was sounded for that pur¬ 
pose from the king’s tent. Over this tent was exhibi¬ 
ted to the view ol the whole army, the image of the 
sun set in crystal. The order they observed in their 
march was this. 

First, were carried silver altars, on which lay the 
fire, called by them sacred and eternal; and these 
were followed by the Magi, singing hymns after the 
manner of their country. They were accompanied 
by 365 youths (agreeable to the number of days in a 
year) clothed in purple robes. Afterwards came a 
car consecrated to Jupiter, 2 drawn hy white horses, 
and followed by a courser of prodigious size, to which 
they gave the name of the sun’s horse; and the equer¬ 
ries were dressed in white, each having a golden rod 
in his hand. 

Ten chariots, adorned with sculptures in gold and 
silver, followed after. Then marched a body of horse, 
composed of twelve nations, whose manners and 
customs were various, and all armed in a different 
manner. Next advanced those whom the Persians 
called The Immortals , amounting to 10,000, who 
surpassed the rest of the Barbarians in the surnptu- 
ousuess of their apparel. They all wore golden col¬ 
lars, were clothed in robes of gold tissue, with sur- 
touts (having sleeves to them) adorned with precious 
stones. 

Thirty paces from them, followed those called the 
king's cousins or relations, 3 to the number of 15,000, 
in habits very much resembling those of women, and 
more remarkable for the vain pomp of their dress than 
the glitter of their arms. 

Those called the Doryphori 4 came after: they car¬ 
ried the king’s cloak and walked before his chariot, 
in which he appeared seated as on a high throne. 
This chariot was enriched on both sides with images 
of the gods in gold and silver; and from the middle 
of the yoke, which was covered with jewels, rose 
two statues a cubit in height, the one representing 
War, the other Peace, having a golden eagle between 
them, with wings extended,'as ready to take its flight. 

But nothing could equal the magnificence of the 
king. He was clothed in a vest of purple, striped 
with silver, and over it a long robe glittering all over 
with gold and precious stones, on which were repre¬ 
sented two falcons rushing from the clouds, and peck¬ 
ing at one another. Around his waist he wore a gold¬ 
en girdle, 5 after the manner of women, whence his 
scimitar hung, the scabbard of which flamed all over 
with gems. On his head he wore a tiara or mitre, 
round which was a fillet of blue mixed with white. 

On each side of him walked 200 of his nearest re¬ 


* Tu quidem licentia regni subito mutatu3, documentum 
eris posleris, homines, cum sc pcrmisere forlunae, etiam na- 
turam 'dedisr.erc. Q'. Curt. 

a Jupiter was a god unknown to the Persians. Cluintus 
Curtius, therefore, in all probability, calls the first and 
greatest of their gods by that name. 

3 This was a title of dignity. Possibly a great number 
of the king’s relations were in this body. 

4 These were guards who carried a half-pike. 

• Cidaris. 


lations, followed by 10,000 pikeman, whose pikes were 
adorned with silver and tipped with gold; and lastly, 
30,000 infantry, who composed the rear guard. These 
were followed by the king’s horses, (400 in number,) 
all which were led. 

About 100, or 120 paces from thence, came Sysi- 
gambis, Darius’s mother, seated on a chariot, and his 
consort on another, with the several female attendants 
of both queens riding on horse-back. Afterwards 
came fifteen large chariots, in which were the king’s 
children, and those who had the care of their educa¬ 
tion, with a band of eunuchs, who are to this day in 
great esteem with those nations. Then marched the 
concubines, to the number of 360, in the equipage of 
queens, followed by 600 mules and 300 camels, which 
carried the kmg’s treasure, and were guarded by a 
great body of archers. 

After these came the wives of the crown officers, 
and of the greatest lords of the court; then the sut¬ 
lers, and servants of the arm}", seated also in chariots. 

In the rear were a body of light armed troops, with 
their commanders, who closed the whole march. 

Would not the reader believe, that he had been 
reading the description of a tournament, not the 
march of an army! Could he imagine that princes 
of the least reason would have been so stupid, as to 
incorporate with their forces so cumbersome a train 
of women, princesses, concubines, eunuchs, and do¬ 
mestics of both sexes'? But the custom of the coun¬ 
try was reason sufficient. Darius, at the head of 600- 
GOO men, and surrounded with this mighty pomp, 
prepared for himself alone, fancied he was great, and 
formed still higher notions of himself. Yet should 
we reduce him to his just proportion and his personal 
worth, how little would he appear! But he is not 
the only one in this way of drinking, and of whom 
we may form the same judgment. But it is time for 
us to bring the two monarchs to blows, 

SECTION V.— ALEXANDER GAINS A FAMOUS VIC¬ 
TORY OYER/ DARIUS, NEAR THE CITY OF ISSUS. 

THE CONSEQUENCES OF THAT VICTORY. 

For the clearer understanding of 
Alexander’s march, and that of Dari- A. M. 3671. 
us, and the better fixing the situation Ant. J. C.333. 
of the spot where the second battle 
was fought, we must distinguish three defiles or pass¬ 
es. The first of these is immediately at the descent 
from mount Taurus, 6 in the way to the city of Tarsus, 
through which, as has been already seen, Alexander 
marched from Cappadocia into Cilicia. The second 
is the pa?9 of Cilicia or Syria, leading from Cilicia 
into Syria; and the third is the pass of Amanus, 60 
called from that mountain. This pass, which leads 
into Cilicia from Assyria, is much higher than the 
pass of Syria, northward. 

Alexander had detached Parmenio with part of the 
army to seize the pass of Syria, in order to secure a 
free passage for his army. As for himself, after march¬ 
ing from Tarsus, be arrived the next day at Anchiala, 
a city which Sardanapalus is said to have built. Hia 
tomb was still to be seen in that city with this inscrip¬ 
tion, “ Sardanapalus built Anchiala and Tarsus in 
one day: GO, PASSENGER, EAT, DRINK, AND REJOICE, 
for THE REST is NOTHING.” From hence he came 
to Soli, where he offered sacrifices to Esculapius, in 

f ratitude for the recovery of his health. Alexander 
imself headed the ceremony with lighted tapers, fol¬ 
lowed by the whole army, and he there solemnized 
games; after which he returned to Tarsus. Having 
commanded Philotas to march the cavalry through 
the Aleian plains, towards the river Pyramus, he him¬ 
self went with the infantry and his life-guards to Ma- 
garsus, whence he arrived at Mallos, and afterwards 
at Castabala. Advice had been brought him, that 
Darius, with his whole army, was encamped at Socbos 
in Assyria, two days’journey from Cilicia. Alexan¬ 
der held a council of war upon that news; when all 
his generals and officers entreating him to lead them 


c Diod. 1. xvii. p. 532—518. Arrian. 1. ii. p. 66—82. 
Plut. in Alex. p. 675, 676. Q. Curt. 1. iii. e 4—12, Justin. 
1. xi. c. 9. & 19. 
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against the enemy, he set out the next day to meet 
the Persians. Parnienio had taken the little city of 
Issus, and after possessing himself of the pass of Syria, 
had left a body of forces to secure it. The king left 
the sick in Issus, marched his whole army through 
the pass, and encamped near the city of Myriandros, 
where the badness of the weather obliged him to 
halt. 

In the mean time, Darius was in the plains of 
Assyria, which were of great extent. The Grecian 
commanders who were in his service, and formed the 
chief strength of his army, advised him to wait there 
the coining up of the enemy. For, besides that this 
spot was open on all sides, and very advantageous 
for his horse, it was spacious enough to contain his 
numerous host, with all the baggage and other things 
belonging to the army.' However, if he should not 
approve of their counsel, they then advised him to 
separate this multitude, and select such only as were 
the flower of his troops; and consequently not 
venture his whole army upon a single battle, which 
perhaps might be decisive. However, the courtiers, 
with whom the courts of monarchs, as Arrian 
observes, for ever abound, called these Greeks an 
unfaithful nation, and venal wretches; and hinted to 
Darius, that the only motive of their counselling the 
king to divide his troops was, that, after they should 
once be separated from the rest, they might have an 
easier opportunity of delivering up into the enemy’s 
hands whatever might be in their power; but that 
the safest way would be, to surround them with the 
whole army, and cut them to pieces, as a memorable 
example of the punishment due to traitors. This 
proposal was shocking to Darius, who was naturally 
of a very mild and humane disposition. He therefore 
answered, “ That he was far from ever designing to 
commit so horrible a crime; that should he be guilty 
of it, no nation would afterwards give the least credit 
to his promises; that it was never known that a 
person had been put to death for giving imprudent 
counsel; 1 that no man would ever couture to give 
his opinion, if it were attended with such danger, a 
circumstance that would be of the most fatal conse¬ 
quence to princes.” He then thanked the Greeks 
for their zeal and good will, and condescended to lay 
before them the reasous which prompted him not to 
follow their advice. 

The courtiers had persuaded Darius, that Alexan¬ 
der’s long delay in coming up with them, was a 
proof and an effect of the terror with which the 
approach of the Persian army had filled him (for 
they had not heard a word of his indisposition;) that 
fortune, merely for their sake, had led Alexander 
into defiles and narrow passes, whence it would be 
impossible for him to get out, in case they should 
fall upon him immediately; that they ought to seize 
this favourable opportunity, for fear the enemy 
should fly, by which means Alexander would escape 
them. Upon this, it was resolved in council, that 
the army should march in search of him; the gods, 
says an historian, 2 blinding the eyes of that prince, 
that he might rush down the precipice they had 
prepared for him, and thereby make way for the 
destruction of the Persian monarchy. 

Darius, having sent his treasure with his most 
precious effects to Damascus, a city of Syria, under 
a small convoy, marched the main body of the army 
towards Cilicia, and entered it by the pass of 
Amanus, which lies far above the passes of Syria. 
His queen and mother, with the princesses his 
daughters, and the little prince his son, followed the 
army, according to the custom of the Persians, but 
remained in the camp during the battle. When he 
had advanced a little way into Cilicia ( (from east 
westward) he turned short towards Issus* not know¬ 
ing that Alexander was behind; for he had been 
assured that this prince fled before him, and was 
retiring in great disorder into Syria: and therefore 
Darius was now considering how he might best 
pursue him. He barbarously put to death all the 

1 Me mineral sloliilum consilium eapile lucre tlebere defu- 

•Miros euira qui suaderent, si suasisse periculum esset. Q. 
(Jurt. a Arrian, 


sick who were in the city of Issus, a few soldiers 
excepted, whom he dismissed, alter making them 
view every part of his camp, in order that they might 
be spectators of the prodigious multitude of his 
forces. These soldiers accordingly brought Alex¬ 
ander word of Darius’s approach, which he could 
scarce believe, from its great improbability, though 
there was nothing he desired more earnestly. But 
he himself w r as soon an eye-witness to the truth of it, 
upon which he began to think seriously of preparing 
for battle. 

Alexander fearing, as the Barbarians were so 
numerous, that they would attack him in his camp, 
fortified it with ditches and palisadoes, discovering 
an incredible joy to see his desire fulfilled, which 
was to engage in those passes, whither the gods 
seemed to have led Darius expressly to deliver him 
into his hands. 

And, indeed, this spot of ground, which was but 
wide enough for a small army to act and move at 
liberty in, reduced, in some measure, the two armies 
to an equality. By this means the Macedonians 
had space sullicient to employ their whole army; 
whereas the Persians had not room for the twentieth 
part of theirs. 

Nevertheless, Alexander, as frequently happens 
even to the. greatest captains, felt, some emotion 
when he saw, that he was going to hazard all at one 
blow. The more fortune had favoured him hitherto, 
the more he now dreaded her frowns; the moment 
approaching which was to determine his fate. But, 
on the other side, his courage revived from the reflec¬ 
tion, that the rewards of his toils exceeded the dan¬ 
gers of them; and though he was uncertain with 
regard to the victory, he at least hoped to die glori¬ 
ously, and like Alexander. However, he did not 
divulge these thoughts to any one, well knowing, that 
upon the approach of a battle, a general ought not to 
discover the least marks of sadness or perplexity; 
and that the troops should read nothing but resnlu- 
tion and intrepidity in the conntenance of their com¬ 
mander. 

Having made his soldiers refresh themselves, and 
ordered them to be ready for the third watch of the 
night, which began at twelve, he went to the top of a 
mountain, 3 and there, by torch-light, sacrificed after 
the manner of his country, to the gods of the place. 
As soon as the signal was given, his army, which was 
ready to march and fight, being commanded to make 
greater speed, arrived by daybreak at the several posts 
assigned them; but now the couriers bringing word 
that Darius was not above thirty furlongs from them, 
the king caused his army to halt, and then drew it up 
in battle array. The peasants in the greatest terror 
came also and acquainted Darius with the arrival of 
the enemy, which he would not at first believe, ima¬ 
gining, as we have observed, that Alexander fled be¬ 
fore him, and was endeavouring to escape. This 
news threw his troops into the utmost confusion, who 
in that surprise ran to their arms with great precipi¬ 
tation and disorder. 

The spot where the battle was fought lay near the 
city of Issus, and was bounded by mountains on one 
side, and the sea on the other. The plain, that was 
situated between them hoth, must have been of con¬ 
siderable extent, as the two armies encamped in it; 
and I before observed, that Darius’s was vastly nume¬ 
rous. The river Pinarus ran through the middle of 
this plain from the mountain to the sea, and divided 
it very near into two equal parts. The mountain 
formed a hollow like a gulf, the extremity of which 
in a curve line bounded part of the plain. 

Alexander drew up his army in the following order, 
lie posted at the extremity of the right wing, which 
stood near the mountain, the Argyraspides, 4 com¬ 
manded by Nicanor; then the phalanx of Camus, 
and afterwards that of Perdiccas, which terminated in 
the centre of the main army. On tlfo extremity of 
the left wing he posted the phalanx of Arnyntas, then 

* The ancients used to offer up their eacririccs upon emi¬ 

nences. 

* Thi9 was a body of infantry, distinguished by their sil¬ 
ver shields, but more so by their great bravery. 
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that of Ptolemy, and lastly, that of Meleager. Thus [ served, to reinforce his right wing, which by this 

' : .. r .- J — L ! means extended farther than that of the Persians. 

The two armies being thus drawn up in order of 
battle, Alexander marched very slowly, that his sol¬ 
diers might take a little breath; so that it was sup¬ 
posed they would not engage till very late: for Da¬ 
rius still continued with his army on the other side of 
the river, in order not to lose the advantageous situa¬ 
tion of his post; and even caused such parts of the 
shore as were not craggy to be secured with palisa- 
does, whence the Macedonians concluded that he was 
already afraid of being defeated. The two armies 
being come in sight, Alexander, riding along the 
ranks, called, by their several names, the principal 
officers both of the Macedonians and foreigners; and 
exhorted the soldiers to signalize themselves, speak¬ 
ing to each nation according to its peculiar genius 
and disposition. To the Macedonians he represent¬ 
ed, “ the victories they had formerly gained in Eu¬ 
rope; the still recent glory of the battle of the Gra- 
nicus; the great number of cities and provinces they 
had left behind them, all which they had subdued.” 

He added, that “one single victory would make 
them masters of the Persian empire; and that the 


the famous Macedonian phalanx was formed, which 
we find was composed of six distinct corps or brigades. 
Each of those brigades was headed by able generals; 
but Alexander was always commander-in-chief, and 
directed all the movements. The horse were placed 
on the two wings; the Macedonians with the Thessa¬ 
lians, on the right, and those of Peloponnesus, with 
the other allies, on the left. Craterus commanded 
all the foot of the left wing, and Parmenio the whole 
wing. Alexander had reserved to himself the com¬ 
mand of the right. He had desired Parmenio to keep 
as near the sea as possible, to prevent the Barbarians 
from surrounding him; and Nicanor, on the contrary, 
was ordered to keep at some distance from the moun¬ 
tains, in order to be out of the reach of the arrows 
discharged by those who were posted on them. He 
covered the horse of his right wing with the light 
horse of Protomachus and the Paeonians, and his foot 
with the bowmen of Antiochus. He reserved the 
Agrians 1 (commanded bv Attalus,) who were greatly 
esteemed, and some forces that were newly arrived 
from Greece, to oppose those which Darius had post¬ 
ed on the mountains. 

As for Darius’s army, it was drawn up in the fol¬ 
lowing order. Having heard that Alexander was 
marching towards him in battle array, he commanded 
SO,000 horse and 20,000 bowmen to cross the river 
Pinarus, that he might have an opportunity to draw 
tip his army in a commodious manner on the hither 
•side. In the centre he posted the 30,000 Greeks in 
his service, who, doubtless, were the flower and chief 
strength of his army, and were not at all inferior in 
bravery to the Macedonian phalanx, with 30,000 Car- 
dacians on their right, and as many on their left; the 
field of battle not being able to contain a greater num¬ 
ber. These were all heavily armed. The rest of the 
infantry, distinguished by their several nations, were 
ranged behind the first line. It were to be wished 
that Arrian had tnld us the depth of those two lines; 
but it must have been prodigious, if we consider the 
extreme narrowness of the pass, and the amazing 
multitude of the Persian forces. On the mountain 
which lay to their left, against Alexander’s right 
wing, Darius posted 20,000 men, who w r ere so ranged 
(in consequence of the several windings of the moun¬ 
tain) that some were behind Alexander’s army, and 
others before it. 

Darius, after having set his army in battle array, 
made his horse cross the river again, and despatched 
the greatest part of them towards the sea against Par- 
memo, because they could fight on that spot with the 
greatest advantage: the rest of his cavalry he sent to 
the left towards the mountain. However, finding that 
these would be of no service on that side, because of 
the too great narrowness of the spot, he caused a great 
part of them to wheel about to the right. As for 
bimself, he took his post in the centre of his army, 
pursuant to the custom of the Persian monarchs. 

Alexander, observing that most of the enemy’s horse 
was to oppose his left wing, which consisted only of 
those of Peloponnesus, and of some other allies, de¬ 
tached immediately to it the Thessalian cavalry, 
which he caused to wheel round behind his battal¬ 
ions, to prevent their being seen by the Barbarians. 
On the same side (the left) he posted before his foot, 
the Cretan bowmen, and the Thracians of Sitalces (a 
king of Thrace,) who were covered by the horse. 
The foreigners in his service were behina all the rest. 

Perceiving that his right wing did not extend so 
far as the left of the Persians, which might surround 
and attack it in flank, he drew from the centre of his 
army two regiments of foot, which he detached thi¬ 
ther, with orders for them to march behind, to pre¬ 
vent their being seen by the enemy. He also rein¬ 
forced that wing with the forces which he had op¬ 
posed to the Barbarians on the mountains; for, seeing 
they did not come down, he made the Agrians and 
some other bowmen attack them, and drive them to¬ 
wards the summit of it; so that he left only 300 horse 
to keep them in check, and sent the rest, as I oh- 


i Agria was a city between the mountains licemus and 
Rhodope. 


spoils of the East would be the reward of their brave¬ 
ry and toils.” The Greeks he animated, “ by the re¬ 
membrance of the many calamities the Persians (those 
irreconcilable enemies to Greece) had brought upon 
them; and set before them the famous battles of Ma¬ 
rathon, of Thermopy Ire, of Salamis, of Platceas, and 
the many others by which they had acquired immor¬ 
tal glory.” He bid the Illyrians and Thracians, na¬ 
tions who used to subsist by plunder and rapine, 

“ view the enemy’s army, every part of which shone 
with gold and purple, and was not loaded so much 
with arms as with booty: that they therefore shoald 
push forward (they who were men,) and strip all those 
women of their ornaments; and exchange their moun¬ 
tains, covered perpetually with ice and snow, for the 
smiling plains and rich fields of Persia.” The mo¬ 
ment he had ended, the whole army set up a shout, 
and eagerly desired to be led on directly against the 
enemy. 

Alexauder had advanced at first very slowly, to 
prevent the ranks, or the front of his phalanx, from 
breakiog, and halted by intervals: but when he was 
got within bow-sbot, he commanded all his right wing 
to plunge impetuously into the river, purposely that 
they might surpise the barbarians, come sooner to a 
close engagement, and be less exposed to the enemy’s 
arrows; in all of which he was very successful. Both 
sides fought with the utmost bravery and resolution; 
and being now forced to fight close, they charged on 
both sides sword in hand, when a dreadful slaughter 
ensued; for they engaged man to man, each aiming 
the point of his sword at the face of his opponent. 
Alexander, who performed the duty both of a private 
soldier and of a commander, wishing nothing so ar¬ 
dently as the glory of killing, with his own hand, Da¬ 
rius, who being seated on a high chariot, was conspi¬ 
cuous to the whole army; and by that means was a 
powerful object, both to encourage his own soldiers 
to defend, and the enemy to attack him. And now 
the battle grew more furious and bloody than before; 
so that a great number of Persian noblemen were 
killed. Each side fought with incredible bravery. 
Oxathres, brother to Darius, observing that Alexan¬ 
der was goingto charge that monarch with the utmost 
vigour, rushed before his chariot with the horse under 
his command, and distinguished himself above all the 
rest. The horses that drew Darius’s chariot, being 
quite covered with wounds, began to prance about; 
and shook the yoke so violently, that they were upon 
the point of overturning the king, who, afraid of falling 
alive into the hands of his enemies, leaped down, and 
mounted another chariot. The rest, observing this, 
fled as fast as possible, and throwing down their arms, 
made the best of their way. Alexander had received 
a slight wound in his thigh, but happily it was not 
attencled with ill consequences. 

WhiUt part of the Macedonian infantry (posted to 
the vio-ht) were pursuing the advantage they had 
gained against the Persians, the remainder of them 
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who engaged the Greeks met with greater resistance. 
These observing that the body of infantry in question 
were no longer covered by the right wing of Alexan¬ 
der’s army which was pursuing the enemy, came and 
attacked it in flank. The engagement was very 
bloody, and victory a long time doubtful. The Greeks 
endeavoured to push the Macedonians into the river, 
and to recover the disorder into which the left wing 
had been thrown. The Macedonians also signalized 
themselves with the utmost bravery, in order to pre¬ 
serve the advantage which Alexander had just before 

ained and support the honour of their phalanx, which 

ad always been considered as invincible. There 
was also a perpetual jealousy between these two na¬ 
tions (the Greeks and Macedonians) which greatly 
increased their courage, and made the resistance on 
each side very vigorous. Ou Alexander’s side, Ptole¬ 
my the son of Seleucus lost his life, with 120 other 
considerable officers, who all had behaved with the 
utmost gallantry. 

In the mean time the right wing, which was victo¬ 
rious under its monarch, after defeating all who op¬ 
posed it, wheeled to the left against those Greeks 
who were fighting with the rest of the Macedonian 
phalanx, charged them vigorously; and attacking 
them in flank, entirely routed them. 

At the very beginning of the engagement, the Per¬ 
sian cavalry which was in the right wing (without 
waiting for their being attacked by the Macedonians) 
had crossed the river, and rushed upon the Thessalian 
horse, several of whose squadrons were broken by it. 
Upon this, the remainder of the latter, in order to 
avoid the impetuosity of the first charge, and induce 
the Persians to break their ranks, made a feint of re¬ 
tiring, as if terrified by the prodigious numbers of 
the enemy. The Persians seeing this, were filled 
with boldness and confidence, and thereupon the great¬ 
est part of them advancing without order or precau¬ 
tion, as to a certain victory, had no thoughts but of 
pursuing the enemy. Upon this, the Thessalians 
seeing them in such confusion, faced about on a sud¬ 
den, and renewed the fight with fresh ardour. The 
Persians made a brave defence, till they saw Darius 
jut to flight, and the Greeks cut to pieces by the pha- 
anx. 

The routing of the Persian cavalry completed the 
defeat of the army. The Persian horse suffered very 
much in the retreat, from the great weight of the 
arms of their riders; not to mention, that as they 
retired in disorder, and crowded in great numbers 
through the defiles, they bruised and unhorsed one 
another, and tvere more annoyed by their own sol¬ 
diers than by the enemy. Besides the Thessalian 
cavalry pursued them with so much fury, that they 
were as much shattered as the infantry ana lost as ma¬ 
ny men. 

With regard to Darius, as we before observed, the 
instant he saw his left wing broke, he was one of the 
first who fled in his chariot; but getting afterwards 
into craggy rugged places, he mounted on horseback, 
throwing down his bow, shield, and royal mantle. 
Alexander, however, did not attempt to pursue him, 
till he saw his phalanx had conquered the Greeks, 
and the Persian horse put to flight; and this allowed 
the fugitive monarch to gain the start of his pursuers 
considerably. 

About 8000 of the Greeks that were in Darius’s 
service (with their officers at their head, who were ve¬ 
ry brave,) retired over the mountains, towards Tripoli 
in Syria, where, finding the transports which had 
brought them from Lesbos upon dry ground, they fit¬ 
ted out as many of them as suited their purpose, and 
burnt the rest, to prevent their being pursued. 

As for the Barbarians, having exerted themselves 
with bravery enough in the first attack, they after¬ 
wards gave way in the most shameful manner; and 
being intent upon nothing but saving themselves, they 
took different ways. Some struck into the high road 
which led directly to Persia, others ran into woods 
and lonely mountains; and a small number returned 
to their camp, which the victorious enemy had alrea¬ 
dy taken and plundered. 

Sysiganibis, Darius’s mother, and that monarch’s 


queen, who was also his sister, had remained in it 
with two of the king’s daughters, a son of his (a child) 
and some Persian iadie9. For the rest of the women 
had been carried to Damascus, with part of Darius’s 
treasure, and all such things as contributed only to 
the luxury and magnificence of his court. No more 
than 3000 talents 1 were found in his camp; but the 
rest of the treasure fell afterwards.into the hands of 
Parnienio, at his taking the city of Damascus, 

Alexander, weary of pursuing Darius, seeing night 
draw on, and that it would be impossible for nim to 
overtake that monarch, returned to the enemy’s camp, 
which his soldiers had just before plundered. Such 
was the end of this memorable battle, fought the 
fourth year of Alexander’s reign. 

The Persians, i 2 either in the engage- A. M. 3672. 
ment or the rout, lost a great nurn- Ant. J. C. 332. 
her of their forces, both horse and 
foot; but very few were killed on Alexander’s side. 

That very evening he invited the grandees of his 
court, and his chief officers, to a feast, at which he 
himself was present, notwithstanding the wound he 
had received, it having only grazed the skin. But 
they were no sooner set down at table, than the}' heard 
from a neighbouring tent, a great noise, intermixed 
with groans, which frighted all the company; inso¬ 
much that the soldiers, who were upon guard before 
the king’s tent, ran to their arms, being afraid of an 
insurrection. But it was found, that the persons who 
made this clamour were the mother and wife of Da¬ 
rius, and the rest of the captive ladies, who, supposing 
that prince dead, bewailed his loss, according to the 
custom of the Barbarians, with dreadful cries and 
bowlings. A eunuch, who had seen Darius’s cloak 
in the hands of a soldier, imagining he had killed 
him, and afterwards stript him of that garment, had 
carried them that false account. 

It is said that Alexander, upon being told the rea¬ 
son of this false alarm, could not refrain from tears, 
when he considered the sad calamity of Darius, and 
the tender disposition of those princesses, who seem¬ 
ed to have forgotten their own misfortunes, and to be 
sensible of his alone. He thereupon sent Leonatus, 
one of his chief courtiers, to assure them, that the 
man whose death they bewailed was alive. Leonatus, 
taking some soldiers with him, came to the tent of 
the princesses, and sent word, that he was come to pay 
them a visit in the king’s name. The persons who 
were at the entrance of the tent, seeing a band 
of armed men, imagined that their mistresses were 
undone; and accordingly ran into the tent, crying 
aloud, that their last hour was come, and that sol¬ 
diers were despatched to murder them; so that these 
princesses being seized with the utmost distraction, 
did not make the least answer, but waited in deep 
silence for the orders of the conqueror. At last, 
Leonatus having staid a long time, and seeing no one 
appear, left his soldiers at the door, and came into the 
tent; but their terror increased when they saw a man 
enter among them without being introduced. They 
thereupon threw themselves at his feet, and entreated, 
that “before he put them to death, they might be al¬ 
lowed to bury Darius after the manner of their coun¬ 
try; and that when they had paid this last duty to 
their king, they should die contented.” Leonatus 
answered, that “ Darius was living; and that, so far 
from giving them any offence, they should be treated 
as queens, and live in their former splendour.” Sy- 
sigambis hearing this, began to recover her spirits, 
and permitted Leonatus to give her his hand, to raise 
her from the ground. 

The next day Alexander, after visiting the wound¬ 
ed, caused the last honours to be paid to the dead, 
in presence of the whole army, drawn up in order 
of battle, in their richest accoutrements. He treated 
the Persians of distinction in the same manner, and 
permitted Darius’s mother to bury whatever persons 

i Aboul 440,000/. sterling. 

* According to Quintus Curtius and Arrian, the Persians 
lost 100,000 foot, and 10,000 horse. And the former histo¬ 
rian relates, that no more than 150 horse and 300 foot were 
lost on Alexander’s side, which dees not seem very pro¬ 
bable. 
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ehe pleased, according to the customs and ceremonies 
practiced in her country. However, this prudent 
princess used that permission in regard only to a few 
who were her near relations; and that with such a 
modesty and reserve as she thought suited her 
present condition. The king testified his joy aud 
gratitude to the whole army, especially to tlie chief 
officers, whose actions he applauded in the strongest 
terms, as well those of which he himself had been 
an eye-witness, as those which had been only related 
to him; and he made presents to all, according to 
their merit and rank. 

After Alexander had performed these several 
duties, truly worthy of a great monarch, he sent a 
message to the queens, to inform them that he was 
coming to pay them a visit; and accordingly, com¬ 
manding all his train to withdraw, he entered the 
tent, accompanied only by Hepha?stion. He was his 
favourite; and as they’had been brought up together, 
the king revealed all his secrets to him; and nobody 
else dared to speak so freely to him;t but even 
Hephajstiou made so cautious and discreet a use of 
that liberty, that he seemed to take it, not so much 
out of inclination, a3 from a desire to obey the king, 
who would have it so. They were of the same age, 
but Hephcestion was taller, so that the queens took 
him at first for the king, nnd paid him their respects 
as such: but some captive eunuchs showing them 
Alexander, Sysigambis fell prostrate before him, and 
begged his pardon; declaring, that as she had never 
seen him, she hoped that consideration would plead 
her apology. The king, raising her from the ground, 
replied, “Dear mother, you are not mistaken, for he 
also is Alexander:” a fine expression, 2 which does 
honour to both! Had Alexander always thought and 
acted in this manner, he would have justly merited 
the title of Great; but fortune had not yet corrupted 
his mind. 3 He bore her at first with moderation and 
wisdom; but at last she overpowered him, and he 
became unable to resist her. 

Sysigambis, strongly affected with these marks of 
oodness and humanity, could not forbear testifying 
er gratitude upon that account.—“Great prince,” 
said she to him, “what words shall I find to express 
my thanks, in such a manner as may answer your 
generosity! You call me your mother, and honour 
me still with the title of queen, whereas I confess 
myself your captive. I know what I have been, and 
wnat I now am. 4 I know the whole extent of my 
past grandeur, and find I can support all the weight 
of my present ill fortune. But it will be glorious for 
you, as you now have an absolute power over us, to 
make us feel it by your clemency only, and not by 
til treatment.” 

The king, after comforting the princesses, took 
Darius’s son in his arms. The little child, without 
discovering the least terror, embraced Alexander, 
who being affected with his confidence, and turning 
about to Hephasstion, said to him: “O that Darius 
had had some portion of his tender disposition!” 

It is certain that Alexander, iD this beginning of 
his career, behaved in such a manner, that he sur¬ 
passed, in clemency and goodness, all the kings his 
predecessors; and proved himself superior to a 
passion which conquers and enslaves the strongest. 
Darius’s consort was the most lovely princess in the 
world, as Dariu3 himself was the most beautiful of 
princes, and of a very tall and most majestic shape; 
and the princesses their daughters resembled them. 
They were, says Plutarch, in Alexander’s camp, not 
a3 in that of an enemy, but as in a sacred temple, 
and a sanctuary assigned for the asylum of chastity 
and modesty, m which all the princesses lived so 


i Libertatis quoque in eo admunendo non alius jus habe- 
bat; quod tameu Ha usurpabat, ut magis a rege permissum 
quam vindicatum ab eo vidcrctur. Quint. Curt. 

a O donum inelytae vocis, danti pariter atque aecipienti 
Epceiosom ! Val. J\Iax. 1. iv. e. 7. 

» Sed nondum fortuna se animoejus infuderat. Itaque 
orientcmcam moderate et prudenter tulit: ad ultimum mag- 
nitudinem ejus non ccpit. Quint. Curt. 

* Et prteteritiB fortuna? fastigium capio, et praesentia 
jugum pati possum. Quint. Curt. 


retired, that they were not seen by any person, nor 
did any one dare to approach their apartments. 

We even find, that after the first visit above 
mentioned, which was a respectful and ceremonious 
one, Alexander, to avoid exposing himself to the 
dangers of human frailty, took a solemn resolution 
never to visit Darius’s queen any more. He himself 
informs us of this memorable circumstance, 5 iu a 
letter written by him to Parmenio, in which he com¬ 
manded him to put to death certain Macedonians 
who bad forced the wives of some foreign soldiers. 
In this letter, the following words occur: “For, as 
to myself, it will be found that I neither even saw, 
nor would see, the wife of Darius; and did Dot suffer 
any person to speak of her heauty before me.” We 
are to remember that Alexander was young, victori¬ 
ous, and free, that is, not engaged in marriage, as has 
been observed of the first Scipio on a like occa¬ 
sion. 6 Eljuvenis , et c celebs, et victor. 

To conclude, he treated these princesses with such 
humanity, that nothing but the remembrance that 
they were captives, could have made them sensible 
of their calamity; and of all the advantages they 
possessed before, nothing was wanting with regard 
to Alexander, but that trust and confidence, which 
no one can repose in an enemy, how kindly soever 
lie behaves. 

SECTION VI.— ALEXANDER MARCHES VICTORIOUS 
LNTO SYRIA. THE TREASURES DEPOSITED IX DA¬ 
MASCUS ARE DELIVERED TO HIM. DARIUS WRITES 
A LETTER TO ALEXANDER IN THE MOST HAUGHTY 
TERMS, WHICH HE ANSWERS IN THE SAME STYLE. 
THE GATES OF THE CITY OF SIDON ARE OPENED TO 
HIM. ABDOLUNYMUSIS PLACED UPON THE THRONE 
AGAINST HIS WILL. ALEXANDER LAYS SIEGE TO 
TYRE, WHICH, AFTER HAVING MADE A VIGOROUS 
DEFENCE OF SEVEN MONTHS, IS TAKEN BY STORM. 
THE FULFILLING OF DIFFERENT PROPHECIES RE¬ 
LATING TO TYRE. 

Alexander set out towards Syria, 7 
after having consecrated three altars A. M. 3672. 
on the river Pinarus, the first to Jupi- Ant. J. C. 332. 
ter, the second to Hercules, and the 
third to Minerva, as so many monuments of his vic» 
tory. He had sent Parmenio to Damascus, in which 
Darius’s treasure was deposited. 8 The governor of 
the city, betraying his sovereign, from whom he had 
now no farther expectations, wrote to Alexander to 
acquaint him, that he was ready to deliver up into 
his hands all the treasure and other rich stores of 
Darius. But being desirous of covering his treason 
with a specious pretext, he pretended that he was not 
secure in the city, so caused, by day-break, all the 
money and the richest things in it to be put on men’s 
backs, and fled away with the whole, seemingly with 
intention to secure them, but in reality to deliver 
them up to the enemy, as he had agreed with Par¬ 
menio, who had opened the letter addressed to the 
king. At the first sight of the forces which this 
general headed, those who carried the burdens being 
frighted, threw them down, and fled away, as did the 
soldiers who convoyed them, and the governor him¬ 
self, who appeared more terrified than the rest. On 
this occasion immense riches were seen scattered up 
and down the fields; all the gold and silver designed 
to pay so great an army: the splendid equipages of 
so many great lords and ladies; the golden vases and 
bridles, magnificent tents, and carriages abandoned by 
their drivers; in a word, whatever the long pros¬ 
perity and frugality of so many king9 had amassed 
during many ages, was abandoned to the conqueror. 

But the most moving part of this sad scene was to 
see the wives of the satraps and grandees of Persia, 
most of whom dragged their little children after 
them; so much the greater objects of compassion, a3 
they were less sensible of their misfortune. Among 


* Plut, in Alex. * Val. Max. 1. iv. e. 3. 

i Diod. J. xvii. p. 517, SIS. Arrian. 1. ii. p. S3—86. Plut. 
in Alex. p. G78. Quint. Curt. 1. iv c. J. Justin. I. xi. c. 10. 

« [The march of Parmenio to Damascus must have been 
very rapid, as lie accomplished it in four days, the direct 
distance from Issus being at least “20 British miles,J 
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these were three young princesses, daughters of 
Ochus, who had reigned before Darius; the widow 
of this Ochus; the daughter of Oxathres, brother to 
Darius; the wife of Artabazus, the greatest lord of the 
court, and his son Ilioneus. There were also taken pri¬ 
soners the wife and son of Pharnahazus, whom the king 
had appointed admiral of all the coasts; three daugh¬ 
ters of Mentor; the wife and son of Meninon, that il¬ 
lustrious general; indeed, there was scarcely one noble 
family in all Persia but shared in this calamity. 

There also were found in Damascus the ambassa¬ 
dors of the Grecian cities, particularly those of Lace¬ 
daemon and Athens, whom Darius thought he had 
lodged in a safe asylum, when he put them under the 
protection of that traitor. 

Besides money and plate, which was afterwards 
coined, and amounted to immense sums, 30,000 men 
and 7000 beasts laden with baggage were taken. Par- 
nienio, 1 in his letter to Alexander, informs hint that 
he found in Damascus 329 of Darius’s concubines, all 
admirably well skilled in music; and also a multi¬ 
tude of officers, whose business was to regulate and 
prepare every thing relating to entertainments; such 
as to make wreathes, to prepare perfumes and essen¬ 
ces, to dress viands, to make the pastry, to preside 
oyer the wine cellars, to give ont the wine, and 
similar offices. There were 492 of these officers; a 
train worthy a prince who runs to meet his ruin! 

Darius, who a few hours belore was at the head of 
so mighty and splendid an army, and who came into 
the field mounted on a chariot, with the pride of a 
conqueror, rather than with the equipage of a war¬ 
rior, was (lying over plains, which, from being before 
covered with the infinite multitude of his forces, now 
appeared like a desert of vast solitude. This ill-fated 
prince rode swiftly the whole night, accompanied by 
a very few attendants: for all had not taken ihe same 
road, and most of those who accompanied him could 
not keep up with him, as he often changed his horses. 
At last he arrived at Sochos, 2 where he assembled 
the remains of his army, which amounted only to 4000 
men, including Persians as well as foreigners; and from 
hence he made all possible haste to Thapsacus, in order 
to have the Euphrates between him and Alexander. 

In the mean time Parmenio having carried all the 
booty into Damascus, the king commanded him to 
take care of it, and likewise of the captives. Most 
of the cities of Syria surrendered at the first approach 
of the conqueror. Being arrived atMarathos, lie re¬ 
ceived a letter from Darius, in which he styled him¬ 
self king, without bestowing that title on Alexander. 
Tie commanded rather than entreated him, “to ask 
any sum of money he should think proper, by way of 
ransom for his mother, his wife, and children: that 
with regard to their dispute for the empire, he might, 
if he thought proper, decide it in one general battle, 
to which both parties should bring an equal number 
of troops; but that in case he were still capable of 
complying with good advice, he would recommend 
to him to rest contented with the kingdom of his ances¬ 
tors, and not invade that of another; that they might 
henceforward live as good friends and faithful allies; 
that he himself was ready to swear to the observance 
of these articles, and to receive Alexander’s oath.” 

This letter, which breathed so unseasonable a pride 
and haughtiness, exceedingly offended Alexander. 
He therefore wrote the following answer: “Alexan¬ 
der the king to Darius, the ancient Darius, whose 
name you assume, in former times entirely ruined the 
Greeks, who inhabit the coasts of the Hellespont, and 
the lonians, our ancient colonies. He next crossed 
the sea at the head of a powerful army, and carried 
the war into the very heart of Macedonia and Greece. 
After him, Xerxes made another descent with a dread¬ 
ful number of Barbarians, in order to fight us; and 
having been overcome in a naval engagement, be left, 
at his retiring, Mardonius in Greece, who plundered 
our cities, and laid waste our plains. But who has 
not heard that Philip, my father, was assassinated by 
wretches suborned thereto by your partisans, in hopes 

* Allien. I. xiii. p. C07. 

a This oily was two or three day3’ jouruey from the place 
where the battle was fought. 


of a great reward? For it is customary with the Per¬ 
sians to undertake impious wars, and when armed in 
the field, to set a price upon the heads of their ene¬ 
mies, And even you yourself, very lately, though at 
the head of a vast army, promised nevertheless 1000 
talents to any person who should kill me. I therefore 
only defend myself, and am not the aggressor. And 
consequently the gods, who always declare for the 
just cause, have favoured mj- arms; and, aided by 
their protection, I have subjected a great part of Asia, 
and defeated you, Darius, in a pitched battle. How¬ 
ever, though I ought not to grant any request you 
make, since you have not acted fairly in this war^ 
nevertheless, in case you will appear before me in a" 
supplicating posture, I will give you my word, that I< 
will restore to you, without any ransom, your mother,, 
our wife, and children. I will let you see that l f 
now how to conquer, and to oblige the conquered. 3 
lf you are afraid of surrendering yourself to me, I 
now assure you, upon my honour, that you may do it 
without the least clanger. But remember, when you 
next write to me, that you write not only to a king, 
but to your king.” Thersippus was ordered to carry 
this letter. 

Alexander, marching from thence into Phoenicia, the 
citizens of Byhlos opened their gates to him. Every 
one submitted as he advanced, hut no people did this 
with greater pleasure than the Sidonians. We have 
seen in what manner Ochus had destroyed their city- 
eighteen years before, and put all the inhabitants of it 
to the sword. After he was returned into'Persia, 
those of the citizens, who, upon account of their traf¬ 
fic, or for some other cause, had been absent, and by 
that means had escaped the massacre, returned hither, 
and rebuilt their city. But they had retained such an 
abhorrence of the Persians, on account of this barba¬ 
rous act, that they were overjoyed at this opportunity 
to throw off their yoke: and consequently they were 
the first in that country who sent to make their sub¬ 
mission to the conqueror, in opposition to Strato 
their king, who had declared in favour of Darius. 
Alexander dethroned him, and permitted Hephsestion 
to elect in his stead whomsoever of the Sidonians he 
should judge worthy of so exalted a station. 

This favourite was quartered at the house of two 
young men who were brothers, and of the most con¬ 
siderable family in that city; to these he offered the 
crown; hut they refused it, telling him, that accord¬ 
ing to the laws of their country, no person could as¬ 
cend the throne unless he were of the blood royal. 
Ilephtestion admiring this greatness of soul, wliich 
could contemn what others strive to obtain hy fire and 
sword: “ Continue,” says he to them, “ in this way of 
thinking; you, who are the first that ever were sensi¬ 
ble that it is much more glorious to refuse a diadem 
than to accept it. However, name me some person 
of the royal family, who may remember, when he is ‘ 
king, that it was you who set the crown on his bead.” 
The brothers observing that several through excessive 
ambition aspired to this high station, and to obtain it 
paid a servile court to Alexander’s favourites, declar¬ 
ed that they did not know any person moie worthy 
of the diadem than one Abdolonymus, descended, 
though remotely, from the royal line; but who at the 
same time was so poor, that he was obliged to get his 
bread by day labour in a garden without the city. 
His honesty and integrity had reduced him, as well 
as many more, to such extreme poverty. Solely in¬ 
tent upon his labour he did not near the clashing of 
the arms which had shaken all Asia. 

Immediately the two brothers went in search of 
Abdolonymus, with the royal garments, and found him 
weeding his garden. They then saluted him king, 
and one of them addressed him thus: “You must 
now change your tatters for a dress I have brought yon. 
Put off the mean and contemptible habit in which 
you have grown old; 4 assume the sentiments of a 

3 Et vincere et consulere victis scio. Q. Curt. 

* Cape Regis animum, et in earn forlunam qua dignus ea, 
istam eonlincntiam prefer. Et, cum in regali solio residebis, 
vita? necisque omnium civium dominas, cave obliviscaris 
hujus status in quo aecipis regnum, imo heroulc, propter 
quem. Quint. CurK 
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prince; but when you are seated on the throne, con¬ 
tinue to preserve the virtue which made you worthy 
of it. And when you shall have ascended it, and by 
that means become the supreme dispencer of life and 
death over all your citizens, be sure never to forget 
the condition in which, or rather for which, you were 
elected.” Abdolonymus looked upon the whole as 
a dream, and, unable to guess the meaning of it, asked 
if they were not ashamed to ridicule him in that man¬ 
ner. But, as he made a greater resistance than suited 
their inclinations, they themselves washed him, and 
threw over his shoulders a purple robe, richly em¬ 
broidered with gold; then, after repeated oaths of 
their being in earnest, they conducted him to the pa¬ 
lace. 

The news of this was immediately spread over the 
whole city. Most of the inhabitants were overjoyed 
at it, but some murmured, especially the rich, who, 
despising Abdolonymus’s former abject state, could 
not forbear showing their resentment upon that ac¬ 
count in the king’s court. Alexander commanded 
the new elected prince to be sent for, and after sur¬ 
veying him attentively a long time, spoke thus: 
“ Thy > air and mien do not contradict what is related 
of thy extraction; but I should be glad to know with 
what frame of mind thou didst bear thy poverty?” 
“Would to the gods,” replied he, “that I may bear 
this crown with equal fortitude. These hands have 
procured me all 1 desired; and whilst I possessed 
nothing, I wanted nothing.” This answer gave Alex¬ 
ander a high idea of Abdolonymus’s virtue; so that 
be presented him not only with all the rich furniture 
which had belonged to Stralo, but with part of the 
Persian plunder, and likewise annexed one of the 
neighbouring provinces to his dominions. 

Syria and Phoenicia were already subdued by the 
Macedonians, the city of Tyre excepted. 2 This city 
was justly entitled the queen of the sea, that element 
bringing to it the tribute of all nations. She boasted 
of being the first that invented navigation, and taught 
mankind the art of braving the wind and waves by 
the assistance of a frail bark. The happy situation 
of Tyre, the convenience and extent of its ports, the 
character of its inhabitants, who were industrious, la¬ 
borious, patient, and extremely courteous to stran¬ 
gers, invited thither merchants from all parts of the 
globe; so that it might be considered, not so much 
as a city belonging to any particular nation, as the 
common city of all nations, and the centre of their 
commerce. 

Upon Alexander’s advancing towards it, the Tyri¬ 
ans sent him an embassy with presents for himself, 
and refreshments for his army. The}'were willing to 
have him for their friend, hut not for their master; 
so that when he discovered a desire of entering their 
city, in order to offer a sacrifice to Hercules, its tute¬ 
lar god, they refused him admission. Bnt this con¬ 
queror, after gainingso many victories, had too haugh¬ 
ty a spirit to put up with such an affront, and there¬ 
upon was resolved to force them to it by siege, which 
they, on the other side, were determined to sustain 
with the utmost vigour. The spring was now coming 
on. Tyre was at that time seated in an island of the 
sea, about a quarter of a league 3 from the continent. 
It was surrounded with a strong wall 150 feet high, 
which the waves of the sea washed: and the Cartha¬ 
ginians (a colony from Tyre,) a mighty people, and 
sovereigns of the ocean, whose ambassadors were at 
that time in the city, offering to Hercules, according 
to ancient custom, an annual sacrifice, had engaged 
themselves to succour the Tyrians. It wa9 this that 
made them so haughty. Firmly determined not to 


* Corporis, inquit. habitus fam® generis non repugnal. 
Sed libel scire, inopiam fjua patientia tuleris. Turn iUe; 
Utinam, inquit, eodem animo regnum* pati possim f Hae 
manus siiffecere desiderio meo. Nihil habeuti, nihil defuit. 
dnint. Curt. 
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surrender, they fix machines cn the ramparts and on 
the towers, arm their young men, and build work- 
houses for the artificers,of vv hum there w ere great num¬ 
bers in the city; so that every part resounded with the 
noise of warlike pit parations. They likewise made 
iron grapples to throw on the enemy’s works, and tear 
them away; as aEo cramp-irons, and such like instru¬ 
ments, invented for the defence of cities. 

Alexander imagined that there were essential rea¬ 
sons why he should possess himself of Tyre. He was 
sensible that he could not invade Egypt easily, so 
long as the Persians should be masters of the sea, nor 
pursue Darius with safety, in case he should leave be¬ 
hind him so large an extent of country, the inhabi¬ 
tants of which were eiLher enemies, or suspected to 
be so. He likewise was afraid, lest some insurrection 
should break out in Greece; and that his enemies, 
after having retaken in his absence the maritime cities 
of Asia Minor, and increased their fleet, might make 
his country the seat of war while he was employed in 
pursuing Darius in the plains of Babylon. These 
apprehensions were the more justly grounded, as the 
Lacedaemonians had declared openly against him, 
and the Athenians sided with him more out of fear 
than affectio^n. But, in case he should conquer Tyre,all 
Phoenicia being then subjert to him, he would beable 
to dispossess the Persians of half their naval army, 
which consisted of the fleet of that province; and 
would soon make himself master of the island of Cy¬ 
prus and of Egypt, which could not resist him the in¬ 
stant he was become master at sea. 

On the other side, it should seem, that, according 
to all the rules of war, Alexander, after the battle of 
Issus, ought to have pursued Darius vigorously, and 
neither given him an opportunity of recovering from 
the fright into which his defeat had thrown him, nor 
allowed him time to raise a new army; the success of 
the enterprise, which appeared infallible, being the 
only thing that could make him formidable and supe¬ 
rior to all his enemies. Add to this, that in case Alex¬ 
ander should fail in his attempt to take this city (which 
was not very unlikely,) lie would discredit his own 
arms, would lose the fruit of his victories, and prove 
to the enemy that he was not invincible. But God, 
who iiad appointed this monarch to chastise the pride 
of Tyre, as will be seen hereafter, did not once per¬ 
mit those thoughts to enter mind; but determined 
him to lay siege to the place, in spite of all the diffi¬ 
culties which opposed so hazardous a design, and the 
many reasons which should have prompted him to 
pursue quite different measures. 

It was impossible to come near this city in order to 
storm it, without making a causeway which would 
reach from the comment to the island; and an at¬ 
tempt of this kind would be attended with difficulties 
that were seemingly insurmountable. The little arm 
of the sea, which separated the island from the conti¬ 
nent, was exposed to the west wind, which often 
raised such dreadful storms there, that the waves 
would in an instant sweap away all his works. Be¬ 
sides, as the city was surrounded on all sides by the 
sea, there was no fixing scaling-ladders, nor erecting 
batteries, but at a distance in the ships; and the wall 
which proiected into the sea tuwards the lower part, 
prevented'people from landing; not to mention that 
the military engines, which might have been put on 
board the galleys, could not do much execution, the 
weaves tvere so very tumultuous. 

But nothing was capable of checking or vanquish¬ 
ing the resolution of Alexander, who was determined 
to carry the city at any rate. However, as the few 
vessels he possessed lay at a great distance from him, 
and the siege of so strong a place might possibly last 
a long time, and so retard his other enterprises, he 
thought proper first to attempt an accommodation. 
Accordingly, he sent heralds, who proposed a peace 
between Alexander and their city; but these the Ty¬ 
rians killed, contrary to the law of nations, and threw 
them from the top of the walls into the sea. Alex¬ 
ander, exasperated at so cruel an outrage, formed a 
resolution at once, and employed his whole attention 
in raising a dike. He found in the ruins of old Tyre, 
which stood on the continent, and \vas called Palae- 
2 Y 2 





HISTORY OF ALEXANDER. 


546 

Tyrus, materials to make piers, and he took nil the 
ttones and rubbish from it. Mount Libanus, which 
was not far distant from it, so famous in Scripture for 
its cedars, furnished him with wood for piles and other 
timber work. 

The soldiers began the pier with great alacrity, 
being animated by the presence of their sovereign, 
who himself gave out all the orders; and who, know¬ 
ing perfectly how to insinuate himself into the good 
will, 1 and to gain the affections of his troops, excited 
some by praises, and others by slight reprimands, in¬ 
termixed with kind expressions,and softened by pro¬ 
mises. At first they advanced with pretty great speed, 
the piles being easily driven into the slime, which 
served os mortar for the stones; and as the place 
where these works were carrying on was at some dis¬ 
tance from the city, they went on without interrup¬ 
tion. But the farther they went from the shore, the 
greater difficulties they met with: because the sea 
was deeper, and the workmen were very much an¬ 
noyed by the darts discharged from the top of the 
walls. The enemy, who were masters of the sea, 
coming forward in boats, and raking the dike on 
each side, prevented the Macedonians from carrying 
it on with vigour. Then adding insults to their at¬ 
tacks, they cried aloud to Alexander’s soldiers, “ That 
it was a noble sight to see those conquerors, whose 
names were so renowned all the world over, carrying 
burdens on their backs like so many beasts.” And 
they would afterwards aslc them in a contemptuous 
tone of voice, “ Whether Alexander were greater 
than Neptune; and whether he pretended to prevail 
over that god?” 

But these taunt3 did but inflame the courage of the 
soldiers. At last the causeway appeared above water, 
began to show a level of considerable breadth, and to 
approach the city. Then the besieged perceiving 
with terror the vastness of the work, which the sea 
had till then kept from their eight, came in barks in 
order to view the bank, which was not yet firm. 
These barks were full of slingers, bowmen, and 
others, who hurled javelins, and even fire; and being 
spread to the right and left about the bank, they shot 
on all sides upon the workmen, several of whom were 
wounded; it not being possible for them to ward off 
the blows, because of the great ease and swiftness 
with which the boats moved backwards and forwards; 
so that they were obliged to leave the work to de¬ 
fend themselves. It was therefore resolved, that 
skins and sails should be spread to cover the work¬ 
men; and that two wooden towers should be raised 
at the head of the bank, to prevent the approaches of 
the enemy. 

On the other side, the Tyrians made a descent on 
the shore, out of the view of the camp, where they 
landed some soldiers, who cut to pieces those that 
carried the stones; and on mount Libanus there also 
were some Arabian peasants, who meeting the Mace¬ 
donians straggling up and down, killed near thirty 
of them, and took prisoners very near the same num¬ 
ber, These small losses obliged Alexander to sepa¬ 
rate his troops into different bodies. 

The^ besieged, in the mean time employed every 
invention, every stratagem that could be devised, to 
ruin the enemy’s works. They took a transport-ves¬ 
sel, and filling it with vine-branches and other dry 
materials, made n large enclosure near the prow, 
wherein they threw all these things, with sulphur and 
pitch, and other combustible matfers. In the middle 
of this enclosure they set up two masts, to each of 
which they fixed two’ sail-yards, on which were hung 
kettles full of oil, and such like unctuous substances. 
They afterwards loaded the hinder part of the vessel 
with stones and sand, in order to raise the prow; and 
taking advantage of a favourable wind, they towed it 
to sea by the assistance of their galleys. As soon as 
they were come near the towers, they set fire to the 
vessel, and drew it towards the extremity of the 
causeway. In the mean time, the sailors, who were 
in it, leaped into the sea and swam away. Immedi- 


1 Haudquaquam rudi9 tractandi militare 9 animos. Q. 


ately the fire catched, with great violence, the towers, 
and the rest of the works which were at the head of 
the causeway; and the sail-yards being driven back¬ 
ward and forward, threw oil upon the fire, and in* 
creased the flame. And, to prevent the Macedonians 
from extinguishing it, the Tyrians, who were in their 
galleys, were perpetually hurling at the towers fiery 
darts and burning torches, insomuch that there was 
no approaching them. Several Macedonians lost 
their lives in a miserable manner on thecauseway; 
being either shot through with arrows, or burned to 
death; whilst others, throwing down their arms, leap¬ 
ed into the sea. But as they were swimming away, 
the Tyrians, choosing to take them alive, rather than 
kill them, maimed their hands with clubs and stones; 
and after disabling them, carried them oft*. At the 
same time, the. besieged, coming out of the city in 
little boats, beat down the edges of the causeway, 
tore up its stakes, and burned the rest of the engines. 

Alexander, though he saw most of his designs de¬ 
feated, and his works demolished, was not at all de¬ 
jected with his loss and disappointment. His soldiers 
endeavoured, with redoubled vigour, to repair the 
ruins of the causeway; and made and planted new 
machines with such incredible celerity, as quite aston¬ 
ished the enemy. Alexander himself was present on 
all occasions, and superintended every part of the 
works. His presence and great abilities caused them 
to advance still more than the multitude of hands em¬ 
ployed in them. The whole was near finished, and 
wrought almost to the wall of the city, when there 
arose on a sudden an impetuous wind, which drove 
the waves with so much fury against the bank that 
the cement and other things that bound it gave way, 
and the water rushing through the stones, broke it 
in the middle. As soon as the great heap of stonC3 
which supported the earth was thrown down, the 
whole sunk at once, as into an abyss. 

Any other than Alexander would that instant have 
uite laid aside his enterprise; and indeed he himself 
ebated whether he should not raise the siege. But a 
superior power, who had foretold and sworn the ruin 
of Tyre, and whose orders, without being conscious 
of it, this prince only executed, prompted him to 
continue the siege, and dispelling all his fear and 
anxiety, inspired him with courage and confidence, 
and fired the breasts of his whole army with the same 
sentiments. For now the soldiers, as if but that mo¬ 
ment arrived before the city, forgetting al) the toils 
they had undergone, began to raise a new mole, at 
which they worked incessantly. 

Alexander was sensible that it would not be possi¬ 
ble for him either to complete the cause\va} r , or take 
the city, as long as the Tyrians should continue mas¬ 
ters at sea. Ke therefore resolved to assemble before 
Sidon his few remaining galleys. At the same time, 
the kings of Aradus and Byblos, 2 bearing that Alex¬ 
ander had conquered their cities, abandoned the Per¬ 
sian fleet, and joined him with their vessels, and those 
of the Sidonians, which made in all eighty sail. There 
arrived also, much about the same time, ten galleys 
from Rhodes, three from Soli and Mallos, ten from 
Lycia, and one from Macedonia of fifty oars. A 
little after, the kings of Cyprus, hearing that the Per¬ 
sian army had been defeated near the city of Issus, 
and that Alexender had possessed himself of Phoe¬ 
nicia, brought hitn a reinforcement of upwards of 120 
galleys. 

The king, whilst his soldiers were preparing the 
ships and engines, took some troops of horse, with 
his own regiment of guards, and marched towards a 
mountain of Arabia, called Antilibanus. 3 The ten- 

* Ciiies of Phoenicia. 

3 [Antilibanus is not a mountain of Arabia, though now 
inhabited by many Arab tribes, but the ridge that separates 
Palestine from Syria. Opposite Tyre,the river Eleutherus, 
the modern Teitane, discharges iiself into tire sea. This 
stream, which rises a little to the north of Baibec, or the 
ancient Heliopolis, divides the two chains of Libanus and 
Antilibanus, during its whole course of 70 geographical 
miles from north-east to south-west; the former being the 
chain that runs along the whole coast uf Phoenicia, from 
south to north; and the latter running a parallel course 
with the former, terminating near the shore, a little to tb© 
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tier regard he had for his old tutor, who was abso¬ 
lute^' resolved to follow bis pupil, exposed Alexan¬ 
der to very great danger. This was Lysimachus, who 
gave the name of Achilles to his scholar, and called 
himself riuenix. 1 When the king was got to the 
foot of the mountain, he leaped from his horse, and 
began to walk. His troops got a considerable way 
before him. It was already late, and Alexander not 
being willing to leave his preceptor, who was very 
corpulent, and scarce able to walk, was by that means 
separated from his little army, accompanied only by 
a very few soldiers; and in this manner spent the 
whole night very near the enemy, who were so nume¬ 
rous, that they might eas’d) have overpowered him. 
However, his usual good fortune and courage extri¬ 
cated him from this danger; so that, coming upafter- 
wards with his forces, he advanced forward into the 
country, took all the strong places, either by force or 
capitulation, and returned the eleventh day to Sidon, 
where he found Alexander, son of I'lolemocrates, who 
had brought him a reinforcement of 4000 Greeks from 
Peloponnesus. 

The fleet being ready, Alexander took some sol¬ 
diers from among his guards, and these he embarked 
with him, in order to employ them in close fight with 
the enemy; and then set sail towards Tyre in order 
of battle. He himself was on the extremity of the 
right wing, which extended itself towards the main 
ocean, bemg accompanied by the kings of Cyprus 
and Phoenicia; the left was commanded by Crnterus. 
The Tyrians were at first determined to give battle; 
but after they heard of the uniting of these forces, 
and saw the army advance, which made a grand ap¬ 
pearance (for Alexander had halted to wait the com¬ 
ing up of his left wing,) they kept all their galleys in 
the harbours, to prevent the enemy from entering 
them. When the king saw this, he advanced nearer 
the city; and finding it would be impossible for him 
to force the port which lay towards Sidon, because 
of the extreme narrowness of the entrance, and its 
being defended by a large number of galleys, all 
whose prows were turned towards the main ocean, he 
only sunk three of them which lay without, and af¬ 
terwards came to an anchor with his whole fleet, pretty 
near the mole, along the shore, where his ships rode 
in safety. 

Whilst all these things were doing, the new mole 
was carried on with great vigour. The workmen 
threw into the sea whole trees with all their branches 
on them; and laid great stones over these, on which 
they put other trees, and the latter they covered with 
a kind of unctuous earth, which served instead of 
mortar. Afterwards heaping more trees and stones 
on these, the whole thus joined together formed one 
entire body. This causeway was made wider than 
the former, in order that the towers that were built 
in the middle might be out of the reach of such ar¬ 
rows as should be shot from those ships which might 
attempt to break down the edges of the bank. The 
besieged, on the other side, exerted themselves with 
extraordinary braveiy, and did all that lay in their 
power to stop the progress of the work. But nothing 
was of so much service to them as their divers, who 
swimming under water, came unperccived quite up 
to the bank, and with hooks drew such branches to 
them as projected beyond the work; and pulling for¬ 
ward with great strength, forced away every thing 
that was over them. This was one expedient by which 
the work was retarded; however, after many delays, 
the patience of the workmen surmounting every ob¬ 
stacle, it was at last finished in its utmost perfection. 
The Macedonians placed military engines of all kinds 
on thecauseway, in order to shake the walls with bat¬ 
tering-ram?, and hurl on the besieged arrows, stones, 
and burning torches. 


south of Tyre. Tho space between these parallel ranges 
forms the valley of Syria, called hy the Greek writers Cn;lo- 
Syria. or the Hollow Syria. To the north-east of Bnlhee 
and the source of the Eleutlurus, rises the Orontes, the 
greatest river of Syria, which watered the once famed city 
of Antioch. It was the range on the opposite bide of Eleu- 
therus which Alexander visited.] 

1 It is well knowa that Phoenix was governor to Achilles. 
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At the same time, Alexander ordered the Cyprian 
fleet, commanded by Andromachus, to take its station 
before the harbour which lay towards Sidon; and 
that of Phoenicia before the harbour on the other side 
of the causeway facing Egypt; towards that part 
where, his own tent was pitched; and made prepara¬ 
tions for attacking the city on every side. The Ty¬ 
rians, in their turn, prepared for a vigorous defence. 
On that side which lay towards the causeway, they 
had erected towers on the wall, which was otEa pro¬ 
digious height, and of a proportional breadth, the 
whole built with great stones cemented together with 
mortar. The access to any other part was very near 
as difficult, the enemy having fenced the foot of the 
wall with great stones, to keep the enemy from ap¬ 
proaching it. The business then was, first to draw 
these away, which could not be done but with the 
utmost difficulty, because the soldiers could not keep 
very firm on their legs in the ships. Besides, the 
Tyrians advanced with covered galleys, and cut the 
cables which held the ships at anchor: so that Alex¬ 
ander was obliged to cover, in like manner, several 
vesstls of thirty rowers each, and to station these 
across, to secure the anchors from the attacks of the 
Tyrian galleys. But still the clivers came and cut 
them unpercfcived, so that they were at last forced to 
fix them with iron chains. Alter this, they drew 
these stones with cable-ropes, and carrying them off’ 
with engines, they were thrown to the bottom of the 
sea, where it was not possible for them to do any far¬ 
ther mischief. The foot of the wall being thus clear¬ 
ed, the vessels had very easy access to it. In this man¬ 
ner the Tyrians were invested on all sides, and at¬ 
tacked at the same time both by sea and land. 

The Macedonians had joined (two and two) galleys 
of four banks of oars in such a manner, that the prows 
were fastened, and the sterns so far distant one from 
the other, as was necessary for the pieces of timber 
between them to be of a proper length. After this they 
threw from one stern to the other sail-yards, whicn 
were fastened together by planks laid across, in order 
for the soldiers to stand fast on that space. The gal¬ 
leys being thus equipped, they rowed towards the 
city, and shot (under covert) against those who de¬ 
fended the walls, the prows serving them as so many 
parapets. The king caused them to advance about 
midnight, in order to surround the walls, and make a 
general assault. The Tyrians now gave themselves 
up for lost, when on a sudden the sky was overspread 
with such thick clouds, as quite took away the faint 
glimmerings of light which before darted through the 
gloom. The sea rises by insensible degrees; and the 
billows being swelled by the fury of the winds, raise 
a dreadful storm. The vessels dash one against the 
other with so much violence, that the cables, which 
before fastened them together, are either loosened 
or break to pieces; the planks split, and, making a 
horrible crash, carry off the soldiers with them; for 
the tempest was so furious, that it was not possible t& 
manage or steer galleys thus fastened together. Tho 
soldier was a hinderance to the sailor, and the sailor 
to the soldier; and, as happens on such occasions, 
those took the command whose business it was to 
obey; fear and anxiety throwing all things into con¬ 
fusion. But now the rowers exerted themselves with 
so much vigour, that they got the better of the sea, 
and seemed to rescue by main force their ships from 
the waves. At last they brought them near the 
shore, but the greatest part in a shattered condition. 

At the same time there arrived at Tyre thirty am¬ 
bassadors from Carthage, who did not bring the least 
succours, though they had promised such mighty 
things. Instead of this, they only made excuses, de¬ 
claring that it was with the greatest grief the Cartha¬ 
ginians found themselves absolutely unable to assist 
the Tyrians in any manner; for that they themselves 
were engaged in a war, not as before for empire, 2 
but to save their country. And indeed the Syracu¬ 
sans were laying waste all Africa at that time with a 
powerful army, and had pitched their camp not far 
from the walls of Carthage. The Tyrians, though 

* See the history of Carthage. 
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the great hopes they had conceived were thus frus¬ 
trated, were no ways dejected. They only took the 
wise precaution of sending most of their women and 
children to Carthage, in order that they themselves 
might be in a condition to defend themselves to the 
Iasi extremity, and bear more courageously the 
greatest calamities which might befall them, when 
they had once lodged, in a secure asylum, what they 
most valued in the world. 

There was in the city a brazen statue of Apollo, of 
an enormous size. This colossus had formerly stood 
in the city of Gela in Sicily. The Carthaginians 
having taken it about the year 412 before Christ, 1 
had given it, by way of present, to the city of Tyre, 
which they always considered as the mother of Car¬ 
thage. The Tyrians had set it up in their city, and 
worship was paid to it. During the siege, in conse¬ 
quence of a dream which one of the citizens had, the 
Tyrians imagined that Apollo was determined to 
leave them, and go over to Alexander. Immediately 
they fastened with a gold chain his statue to Hercu- 
, les’s altar, to prevent the deity from leaving them. 
For these people were silly enough to believe, that 
after his statue was thus fastened down, it would not 
be possible for him to make his escape; and that he 
would be prevented from doing so by Hercules, the 
tutelar god of the city. What a strange idea the 
heathens had of their divinities! 

Some of the Tyrians proposed the restoring of a 
sacrifice which had been discontinued for many ages; 
and this was, to sacrifice a child born of free parents 
to Saturn. The Carthaginians, who had borrowed 
this sacrilegious custom from their founders, pre¬ 
served it till the destruction of their city; and had 
not the old men, who were invested with the great¬ 
est authority in Tyre, opposed the design,this cruel¬ 
ly superstitious custom would have prevailed over 
every sentiment of humanity. 

The Tyrians, finding their city exposed every mo¬ 
ment to be taken by storm, resolved to fall upon the 
Cyprian fleet, which lay at anchor on the side towards 
Sidon. They took the opportunity to do this at a 
lime when the seamen of Alexander’s fleet were dis¬ 
persed up and down; and when he himself was with¬ 
drawn to his tent, pitched on the sen-shore. Accord¬ 
ingly thej' came out, about noon, with thirteen gal¬ 
leys, all manned with choice soldiers who were used 
to sea-fights; and rowing with all their might, came 
thundering on the 1 enemy’s vessels. Part of them 
the}' found empty, and the rest had been manned in 
great haste. Some of these they sunk, and drove se¬ 
veral of them against the shores, where they were 
dashed to pieces. The lo9S would have been still 
greater, had not Alexander, the instant he heard of 
this sally, advanced at the head of his whole fleet 
with all imaginable despatch against the Tyrians. 
However, these did not wait his coming up, but 
withdrew into the harbour, after having also lost 
some of their ships. 

And now the engines playing, the city wa9 warmly 
attacked on all sides, and as vigorously defended. 
The besieged, taught and animated by the imminent 
danger, and the extreme necessity to which they 
were reduced, invented daily new arts to defend them¬ 
selves, and repulse the enemy. They warded off all the 
darts discharged from tbebalistas against them by the 
assistance of turning-wheels, which either broke them 
to pieces, or carried them another way. They dead¬ 
ened the violence of the stones that were hurled at 
them, by setting up a kind of sails and curtains made 
of a soft substance, which easily gave way. To annoy 
the ships which advanced against their walls,they fix¬ 
ed cranes, grappling-irons, and scythes, to joists or 
beams; then straining their catapultas (an enormous 
kind of cross-botvs,) they laid those great pieces of 
timber upon them instead of arrows, and snot them 
off on a sudden at the enemy. These crushed some 
to pieces by their great weight; and the hooks or 
pensile scythes, with which they were armed, tore 
Others to pieces, and did considerable damage to their 
fhips. They also had brazen shields, which they 


drew red-hot out of the fire; and filling these witn 
burning sand, hurled them in an instant from the top 
of the wall upon the enemy. There was nothing the 
Macedonians so much dreaded as this last invention; 
for the moment this burning sand got to the flesh 
through the crevices in the armour, it pierced to the 
very bone, and stuck so close, that there was no pull¬ 
ing it off; so that the soldiers, throwing down their 
arms, and tearing their clothes to pieces, were in this 
manner exposed, naked and defenceless, to the shot 
of the enemy. 

It was then that Alexander, discouraged at so vigo¬ 
rous a defence, debated seriously, whether it would 
not be proper for him to raise the siege, and go into 
Egypt; for after having overrun Asia with prodigious 
rapidity, he found his progress unhappily retarded; 
and lost, before a single city, the opportunity of exe- s 
euting a great many projects of infinitely greater im¬ 
portance. On the other side, he considered that it 
would be a great blemish to his reputation, which 
had done him greater service than his arms, should 
he leave Tyre behind him, as a proof to the world 
that he was not invincible. He therefore resolved to 
make a last effort with a greater number of ships, 
which he manned with the flower of his army. Ac¬ 
cordingly, a second naval engagement was fought, in 
which the Tyrians, after fighting with intrepidity, 
were obliged to draw off their whole fleet towards 
the city. The king pursued their rear very close, but 
was not able to enter the harbour, being repulsed by 
arrow's shot from the walls: however, he either took 
or sunk a great number of their ships. 

Alexander, after letting his forces repose themselves 
two days, brought forward his fleet and his engines, 
in order to attempt a general assault. Both the at¬ 
tack and defence were now more vigorous than ever. 
The courage of the combatants increased with the 
danger; and each side, animated by the most power¬ 
ful motives, fought like lions. Wherever the batter¬ 
ing-rams had beat down any part of the wall, and the 
bridges were thrown out, instantly the Argyraspides 
mounted the breach with the utmost valour, being 
headed by Admetus, one of the bravest officers in the 
army, who w'as killed by the thrust of a partisan, 2 as 
he was encouraging his soldiers. The presence of 
the king, and especially the example he set, fired his 
troops with unusual bravery. He himself ascended 
one of the towers, which was of a prodigious height, 
and there was exposed to the greatest danger his 
courage had ever made him hazard: for, being imme¬ 
diately know'n by his insignia and the i ichness of his 
armour, he served as a mark for all the arrows of the 
enemy. On this occasion he performed wonders; 
killing, with javelins, several of those who defended 
the wall; then advancing nearer to them, he forced 
some with his sword, and others with hi3 shield, 
either into the city or the sea; the tower where he 
fought almost touching the wall. He soon went over 
it, by the assistance of floating bridges, and, followed 
by the nobility, possessed himself of two towers, and 
the space between them. The battering-rams had 
already made several breaches; the fleet had forced 
the harbour; and some of the Macedonians had pos¬ 
sessed themselves of the towers w hich were abandon¬ 
ed. The Tyrians, seeing the enemy master of their 
rampart, retired towards an open place, called the 
square of Agenor, and there stood their ground; but 
Alexander marching up with his regiment of body¬ 
guards, killed part of them, and obliged the rest to fly. 
At the same time, the city being taken on that side 
which lay towards the harbour, the Macedonians ran 
up and down in every quarter, sparing no person 
who came in their way, being highly exasperated at 
the long resistance of the besieged, and the barbari¬ 
ties they had exercised towards some of their com¬ 
rades, who had been taken in their return from Sidoa, 
and thrown from the battlements, after their throats 
had been cut in the sight of the whole army. 

The Tyrians, seeing themselves overpowered on all 
sides, some fly to the temples, to implore the assist? 
ance of the gods; others, shutting themselves in theic 


* Diod. 1. xiii. p. 226 


* A kind of halbert. 
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houses, escape the sword of the conqueror by a volun¬ 
tary death; others rush upon the enemy, firmly re¬ 
solved to sell their lives at the dearest rate. Most of 
the citizens were got on the house-tops, whence 
they threw stones, and whatever came first to hand, 
upon such as advanced forward into the city. The 
king grave orders to kill all the inhabitants (those ex¬ 
cepted who had sheltered themselves in the temples,) 
and to set fire to every part of Tyre. Although this 
order was published by sound of trumpet, yet not 
one person who carried arms fled to the asylums. 
The temples were filled with such young women 
and children only as had remained in the city. 
The old men waited at the doors of their houses, in 
expectation every instant of being sacrificed to the 
rage of the soldiers. It is true, indeed, that the Si- 
donian soldiers, who were in Alexander’s camp, saved 
great numbers of them. For, having entered the city 
indiscriminately with the conquerors, and calling to 
mind tbeir ancient affinity with the Tyrians (Agenor 
having founded both Tyre and Sidon,) they carried 
off great numbers privately on board their ships, and 
conveyed them to Sidon. By this kind deceit 15,000 
were saved from the rage of the conqueror; and we 
may judge of the greatness of the slaughter, from the 
number of the soldiers who were cut to pieces on the 
rampart of the city only, who amounted to 6000. 
However, the king’s anger not being fully appeased, 
he exhibited a scene, which appeared dreadful even 
to the conquerors; for, 2000 men remaining after the 
soldiers had been glutted with slaughter, Alexander 
caused them to be fixed upon crosses along the sea¬ 
shore. He pardoned the ambassadors of Carthage, 
who were come to their metropolis to offer up a sacri¬ 
fice to Hercules according to annual custom. The 
number of prisoners, both foreigners and citizens, 
amounted to 30,000, who were all sold. As for the 
Macedonians, their loss was very inconsiderable. 

Alexander offered a sacrifice to 

A. M. 3672. Hercules, and conducted the cere- 
Ant. J.C.332. mony with aH his land forces under 
arms, in concert with the fleet. He 
also solemnized gymnastic, exercises in honour of the 
same god, in the temple dedicated to him. With re¬ 
gard to the statue of Apollo, above-mentioned, he 
took off the chains from it, restored it to its former 
liberty, and commanded that this god should thence¬ 
forward be adored under the name of Philalexander , 
that is, the friend of Alexander. If we may believe 
Timteus, to Greeks began to pay him this solemn 
worship, for having occasioned the taking of Tyre, 
which happened the day and hour that the Cartha¬ 
ginians had carried off this statue from Gela, The 
city of Tyre was taken about the end of September, 
after having sustained a seven months’ siege. 

Thus were fully accomplished the menaces which 
God had pronounced by the mouth of his prophets 
against the city of Tyre. Nabuchodonosor had be¬ 
gun to execute those threats, 1 by besieging and taking 
it; and they were completed by the sad catastrophe 
we have here described. As this douhle event forms 
one of the most considerable passages in history, and 
as the Scriptures have given us several very remark¬ 
able circumstances of it, 1 shall endeavour to unite 
here, in one view, all that they relate concerning the 
city of Tyre, its power, riches, haughtiness, and irre- 
ligion; the different punishments with which God 
chastised its pride and other vices: and at length its 
last re-cstablishment, but in a manner entirely dif¬ 
ferent from the former. Methinks I revive on a sud¬ 
den, when, through the multitude of profane histori¬ 
ans which heathen antiquity furnishes, and in every 
part whereof there reigns an entire oblivion, not to 
say more, of the Almighty, the sacred Scriptures ex¬ 
hibit themselves, and unfold to me the secret designs 
of God over kingdoms and empires; and teach me 
what idea we are to form of those things which ap¬ 
pear the most worthy of esteem, the most august in 
the eyes of men. 

But hefore I relate the prophecies concerning Tyre, 
I shall here present the reader with a little abstract 


of the history of that famous city, by which lie will 
be the better enabled to understand the prophecies. 

Tyre 2 was built by the Sidonians, 3 
240 years before the building of the A. M. 2752. 
temple of Jerusalem: for this reason Ant. J. C. 1252. 
it is called by Isaiah, The daughter 
rtf Sidon. It soon surpassed its mother-city in ex¬ 
tent, power, and riches. 

It was besieged by Shalmanezer,* 
and alone resisted the united fleets A. M. 3285. 
of the Assyrians and Phoenicians; a Ant.J. C. 719. 
circumstance which greatly heighten¬ 
ed its pride. 

Nabuchodonosor laid siege to 
Tyre, 5 at the time that Ithobalus A. M. 3432. 
was king of that city; but did not Ant. J. C. 572. 
take it till thirteen years after. But 
before it was conquered, the inhabitants had retired, 
with most of their effects, into a neighbouringisland, 
where they built a new city. The old one was razed 
to the very foundation, and has since been no more 
than a village, known by the name of Palce-Tyrus , 
or Ancient Tyre: hut the new one rose to greater 
power than ever. 

It was in this great and flourishing condition, when 
Alexander besieged and took it. And here begin the 
seventy years’ obscurity and oblivion, in which it was 
to lie, according to Isaiah. It was indeed soon re¬ 
paired, because the Sidonians, who entered the city 
with Alexander’s army, saved 15,000 of their citizens, 
(as was before observed,) who after their return, ap¬ 
plied themselves to commerce, and repaired the ruins 
of their country with incredible application; besides 
which, the women and children, who had been sent 
to Carthage, and lodged in a place of safety, returned 
to it at the same time. But Tyre was confined to the 
island in which it stood. Its trade extended no far¬ 
ther than the neighbouring cities, and it had lost the 
empire of the sea. And when eighteen years after 
Antigonus besieged it with a strong fleet, we do not 
find that the Tyrians had any maritime forces to op¬ 
pose him. This second siege, which reduced it a 
second time to captivity, plunged it again into the 
state of oblivion from which it endeavoured to extri¬ 
cate itself; and this oblivion continued the exact 
time foretold by Laioh. 

This term of years being expired. Tyre recovered 
its former credit; and, at the same time, resumed its 
former vices; till at last, converted by the pleaching 
of the Gospel, it became a holy ancl religious city. 


* Joseph. Antiq 1. viii. c. 3. 

s [There were four different places in Phoenicia which 
bore the name of Tyre, as we are informed by Scylax ; but 
the Tyre so famous in ancient history, stood 200 furlonga 
south of Sidon, and wus denominated the daughter of Sidon. 
Tyre must be distinguished into three cities, in order of 
time; namely, continental, or old Tyre; insular Tyre ; and 
peninsular Tyro. The origin of the name Tyre, is from the 
Phoenician word Tor, signifying a rock, according to Bochart. 
Canaan, lib. xi. cap. 17. p. 801. And llio island on which 
the second Tyre was built, is encircled with rocks. Tho 
Syrians pronounced this Tor, Tur, Tyre; hence the Greeks, 
adding their termination, formed Tu^c;, and hence the 
Latin, Tyrus. Tho peninsular Tyre was built after the 
island was joined with the main land. The isle itself on 
which the city taken by Alexander was built, is of an ir¬ 
regular form, and not exceeding half a mile where broadest; 
so that its whole circumference could not exceed a mile and 
a half. The ports are still pretty large, and in part defend¬ 
ed from the sea, each by a long ridge resembling a mole, 
stretching out directly on both sides from the head of the 
island. Its modern name is Tur. It afterwards stood a 
five months’ siege, in A. D 112-t, when the Crusaders re¬ 
duced it by starvation to a surrender. It was retaken from 
thorn in the year 12i>l, by the Mamaluk Sultan of Egypt. 
After this, it fell to decay, and became, as it wore, buried 
in its own ruins; an exact completion of Ezekiel’s prophe¬ 
cies respecting it. The isle is now desert and rocky, desti¬ 
tute even of shrubs and grass. The wretched fishermen 
who frequent, the spot, and dry their nets on its now soli¬ 
tary shore, are quite unconscious of the classic ground on 
which they tread; of that spot, where were collected, as into 
one common storehouse, the amber of Prussia, and the tin 
of Britain ; the linen of Egypt, and the spices of Arabia; the 
slaves of Caucasus, und the horses of Scythia.] 

* Joseph. Antiq. 1. ix. c. 14. ‘ Ibid 1. x. c. H, 


* Or Nebuchadnezzar, as he is called in our version. 
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The sacred writings acquaint us with part of these 
revolutions, and this is what we are now to show. 

Tyre, 1 before the captivity of the Jews in Babylon, 
was considered as one of the most ancient and flou¬ 
rishing cities in the world. Its industry and very ad¬ 
vantageous situation had raised it to the sovereignty 
of the sea, and made it the centre of the trade of the 
whole universe. From the extreme parts of Arabia, 
Persia, and India, to the most remote western coasts; 
from Scythia, and the northern regions, to Egypt, 
Ethiopia, and the southern countries; all nations 
contributed to the increase of its ric hes, splendour, 
and power. Not only the several things useful and 
necessary to society, which those various regions 
produced; but whatever they had that was rare, cu¬ 
rious, magnificent, or precious, and best adapted to 
the support of luxury and pride; all these were 
brought to its markets. And Tyre, on the otiier 
side, us from a common source, dispersed this varied 
abundance over all kingdoms, and infected them 
with its corrupt manners, by inspiring them with a 
love for ease, vanity, luxury, and voluptuousness. 

A long, uninterrupted series of prosperity had 
swelled the pride of Tyre. 2 She delighted to con¬ 
sider herself as the queen of cities; a queen whose 
head is adorned with a diadem; whose correspond¬ 
ents are illustrious princes; whose rich traders dis¬ 
pute for superiority with kings; who sees every 
maritime power, either her allies or dependants; and 
who has made herself necessary or formidable to all 
nations. 

Tyre had now filled up the measure of her iniquity, 
by her impiety' against God, and her barbarity exer¬ 
cised against his people. She had rejoiced over the 
ruins of Jerusalem, exclaiming in an insulting tone: 
“Behold then the gates of this so populous city are 
broken down. 3 Her inhabitants snail come to me, 
and I will enrich myself with her spoils, now she is 
laid waste.” She was not satisfied with having re¬ 
duced the Jews to a state of captivity, 4 notwithstand¬ 
ing the alliance between them; with selling them to 
the Gentiles, and delivering them up to their most 
cruel enemies: she likewise had seized upon the in¬ 
heritance of the Lord, 5 and carried away from his 
temple the most precious things, to enrich therewith 
tlie temples of her idols. 

This profanation and cruelty drew down the ven¬ 
geance of God upon Tyre. 6 God is resolved to de¬ 
stroy her, because she relied so much upon her own 
strength, her wisdom, her riches, and her alliances, 
lie therefore will bring against her Nebuchodonosor, 
that king of kings, to overwhelm her with his mighty 
hosts, as with waters that overspread their banks, to 
demolish her ramparts, to ruin her proud palaces, to 
deliver up her merchandise and treasures to the sol¬ 
diers, and to raze Tyre to the very foundations, after 
having set fire to it, and either extirpated or dispersed 
all its inhabitants. 

By this so unexpected a fall/ the Almighty will 
teach the astonished nations, that he more evidently 
displays his providence b} r the most incredible revo¬ 
lutions of states; and that his will alone directs the 
enterprises of men, and guides them as he pleases, in 
order to humble the proud. 

But Tyre, after she had recovered her losses and 
repaired her ruins, forgot her former state of humilia¬ 
tion, and the guilt which had reduced her to it. 

She still was puffed up with the glory of possessing 
the empire of the sea; 8 of being the seat of univer¬ 
sal commerce; of giving birth to the most famous 
colonies; of having within her walls merchants, 
whose credit, riches, and splendour, rendered them 
equal to the princes and great men of the earth; of 
being governed by a monarch, 9 who might justly be 


i Ezek. xxvi. and xxvii. throughout. Ezek. xxvii. 4—25. 
* Ezek. xxvi. 17. xxvii. 3, 4, 25—33. 

3 Ibid. xxvi. 2. * Joel iii. 2—8, Amos i. 9,10. 

E Joel iii. 2, 5. Amos i. 9. 10. 

s Jerem. xlvii. 2—7. Ezek. xxvi. 3—32. 19—21. xxvii. 
27. 34. 

1 Ezek. xxvi. 15—IP. xxvii. 33—30. Isa. xxiii. 8, 9. 

« Isa. xxiii. 3, 4, 7, 8,12. s Ezek. xxviii. 2. 


entitled god of the sea; of tracing back her origin to 
the most remote antiquity; of having acquired, by a 
long series of ages, a kind of eternity; and of having 
a right to promise herself another such eternity in 
times to come. 

But since this city, 10 corrupted by pride, by ava¬ 
rice and luxury, has not profited by the first lesson 
which God has given her by the hands of the king 
of Babylon; and since, after being oppressed by all 
the forces of the East, she has not yet learned not to 
confide any longer in the. false and imaginary sup¬ 
port of her own greatness: God foretells her another 
chastisement, 11 which he \vill send upon her from the 
West, near 400 years after the first. Her destruction 
wiII come from Chittim, 12 that is Macedonia; from a 
kingdom so weak and obscure, that it had been de¬ 
spised a few years before; a kingdom whence she 
could never have expected such a blow, “Tyre pos¬ 
sessed with an opinion of her own wisdom, and proud 
of her fleets, of her immense riches, which she heap¬ 
ed up as mire in the streets,” and also protected by 
tlie whole power of the Persian empire, does not ima¬ 
gine she has any thing to fear from those new ene¬ 
mies, who, being situated at a great distance from 
her, without either money, strength, or reputation; 
having neither harbours nor ships, and being quite 
unskilled in navigation; cannot therefore, as she 
imagines, annoy her with their land forces. Tyre 
looks upon herself as impregnable, 13 because she is 
defended by lofty fortifications, and surrounded on 
all sides by the sea as with a moat and a girdle: 
nevertheless Alexander, by filling up the arm of the 
sea which separates her from the continent, will force 
ofl’ her girdle, and demolish those ramparts which 
served her as a second enclosure. 

Tyre, thus dispossessed of her dignity as queen and 
as a free city, boasting no more her diadem nor her 
girdle, will be reduced, during seventy years, to the 
mean condition of a slave. “The Lord hath pur¬ 
posed it, 14 to stain the pride of all glory, and to bring 
into contempt all the honourable of the earth.” Her 
fall will drag after it the ruin of trade in general; 13 
and she will prove to all maritime cities a subject of 
sorrow and lamentation, by making them lose the 
present means and the future hopes of enriching 
themselves. 

To prove, 16 in a sensible manner, to Tyre, that 
the prophecy concerning her ruin is not incredible, 
and that all the strength and wisdom of man can no 
ways ward off or suspend the punishment which God 
has prepared for the pride arid the abuse of riches, 
Isaiah sets before her the example of Babylon, whose 
destruction ought to have been a lesson to her. Thi9 
city, 17 in which Nimrod laid the foundations of his 
empire, was the most ancient, the most populous, and 
embellished with more edifices, both public and pri¬ 
vate, than any other city. She was the capital of the 
first empire that ever existed, and was founded in 
order to command over the whole earth, which seem¬ 
ed to be inhabited only by families which she had 
brought forth and sent out as so many colonics, whose 
common parent she was. Nevertheless, sajs the 
piophet, she is no more, neither Babylon nor her em¬ 
pire. The citizens of Babylon had multiplied their 
ramparts and citadels, to render even the besieging it 
impracticable. The inhabitants had raised pompous 
palaces, to make their names immortal; but all these 
fortifications were but as so many dens, in the eyes 
of Providence, for wild beasts to dwell in; and these 
edifices were doomed to fall to dust, or else to sink 
to humble cottages. 

After so signal an example, continues tlie prophet, 
shall Tyre, which is so much inferior to Babylon iu 
many respects, dare to hope that the menaces pro¬ 
nounced by Heaven against her, viz. to deprive her 

io I«a. xxiii. 17. ii Ibid. 11, 12. 

is Maccab. i. 1. Zech. ix. 2, 5. 

is La. xxiii. 10, 13, 13. u Ibid. ver. 9. 

i« Ibid- ver. 1. 13. 14. is La. xxiii. 13, 14. 

i’ Behold lho land of the Chaldeans; ihL people was not 
till the Assyrians founded it for them that dwell in the wil¬ 
derness: they set up the towers thereof, they raised up the 
palaces thereof; and he brought it to ruin. Howl, yc ships 
j of Tarshish: for your strength is laid waste. Isa. xxiii. 13,14 
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of the empire of the sea, and destroy her fleets, will 
not be fulfilled? 

To make her the more strongly se nsible how much 
she has abused her prosperity,! God will reduce her 
to a state of humiliation and oblivion during three¬ 
score and ten years. But after this season of obscu¬ 
rity, 2 she will again endeavour to appear with the air 
of a harlot, full of charms and artifices, whose sole 
endeavours are to corrupt youth, and sooth their pas¬ 
sions. To promote her commerce, she will u^e fraud, 
deceit, and the most insiduous arts. She will visit eve¬ 
ry part of the world, to collect the most rare and most 
delicious products of every country; to inspire the 
various nations of the universe with a love and admi¬ 
ration for superfluities and splendour, and fill them 
with an aversion for the simplicity and frugality of 
their ancient manners. And she will set every engine 
at work, to renew her ancient treaties; to recover the 
confidence of her former correspondents; and to com¬ 
pensate, by a speedy abundance, the sterility of seven¬ 
ty years. 

Thus, 3 in proportion as the Almighty shall give 
Tyre an opportunitj' of recovering her trade and cre¬ 
dit, she will return to her former shameful traffic, 
which God had ruined, by stripping her of the great 
possessions which she had applied to such pernicious 
uses. 

But at last, 4 Tyre, converted by the Gospel, shall 
no more be a scandal and a stumbling-block to na¬ 
tions. She shall no longer sacrifice her labour to the 
idolatry of wealth, but to the worship of the Lord, 
and the comfort of those that serve him. She shall 
no longer render her riches barren and useless by de¬ 
taining them, hut shall scatter them, like fruitful seed, 
from the hauds of believers and ministers of the 
Gospel. 

One of God’s designs, in the prophecies just now 
cited, is to give us a just idea of a trafic, whose only 
motive is avarice, and whose fruits are pleasure®, va¬ 
nity, and the corruption of morals. Mankind look 
upon cities enriched by a commerce like that of Tyre 
(and it is the same with private persons,) as happier 
than any other; as worthy of envy, and as fit, (from 
their industry, labour, and the success of their appli¬ 
cation and conduct) to he proposed as patterns for the 
rest to copy after; but God, on the contrary, exhi¬ 
bits them to us under the shameful image of a woman 
lost to all sense of virtue; whose only view is to se¬ 
duce and corrupt youth; who only sooths the passions 
and flatters the senses; who abhors modesty and eve¬ 
ry sentiment of honour; and who, banishing from her 
countenance every indication of shame, glories in her 
ignominy. We are not to infer from hence, that traf¬ 
fic is sinful in itself; but we should separate from the 
essential foundation of trade, which is just and lawful 
when rightly used, the passions of men which inter¬ 
mix with, and by that means pervert the order and 
end of it. Tyre, converted to Christianity, teaches 
merchants in what manner they are to carry on their 
traffic, and the uses to which they ought to apply 
their profits. 

SECTION VII.— DARIUS WRITES A SECOND LET¬ 
TER TO ALEXANDER. JOURNEY OF THE LATTER 
TO JERUSALEM. THE HONOUR WHICH HE PAYS 
TO JADDUS THE HIGH-PRIEST. HE 13 SHOWN 
THOSE PROPHECIES OF D AIN EL WHICH RELATE TO 
HIMSELF. THE KING GRANTS GREAT PRIVILEGES 
TO THE JEWS, BUT REFUSES THEM TO THE SA¬ 
MARITANS. HE BESIEGES AND TAKES GAZA, EN¬ 
TERS EGYPT, AND SUBDUES THAT COUNTRY. HE 
THERE LAYS THE FOUNDATIONS OF ALEXANDRIA, 
THEN GOES INTO LYBIA, WHERE IIE VISITS THE 
TEMPLE OF JUPITER AMMON, AND CAUSES HIM¬ 
SELF TO BE DECLARED THE SON OF THAT GOD. 
HIS RETURN INTO EGYPT. 

Whilst Alexander was carrying on the siege of 
Tyre, 5 he had received a second letter from Darius, 
who at last gave him the title of king, “ He offered 

* Isa. xxiii. 15. a Ibid. ver. 16. 

3 Ibid. ver. 17. * Ibid, xxiii. 13. 

1 Plut. in Alex. p. G81. Quint. Curt. 1. iv. c. 5. Arrian 

1. ii. p. 101. 


him 10,000 talents (about 1,500,000k) as a ransom 
for the captive princesses, and his daughter Statira in 
marriage, with all the country he had conquered as 
far as the Euphrates. Darius hinted to him the in¬ 
constancy of fortune; and described, in the most 
pompous terms, the numberless troops who were still 
under his command. Could he (Alexander) think 
that it was so very easy to cross the Euphrates, the 
Tigris, the A raxes, and the llydaspes, which were as 
so many bulwarks to the Persian empire? That he 
should not be always shut up between rocks and de¬ 
files: that they ought both to appear in an open plain, 
and that then Alexander would be ashamed to come 
before him with only a handful of men.” The king 
thereupon summoned a council, in which Parmenio 
was of opinion, that he ought to accept of these of¬ 
fers, declaring he himself would agree to them, were 
he Alexander. “And so would I,” replied Alexan¬ 
der, “ were I Parmenio.” He therefore returned the 
following answer: “That he did not want the money 
Darius offered him: that it did not become Darius to 
offer a thing he no longer possessed, or to pretend to 
share what he had entirely lost: that in case he was 
the only person who did not know which of them 
was superior, a battle would soon determine it: that 
he should not think to intimidate with rivers, a man 
who had crossed so many seas: that to whatsoever 
place he might find it proper to retire, Alexander 
would not fail to find him out.” Darius, upon receiving 
this answer, lost all hopes of an accommodation, and 
prepared again for war. 

From Tyre, 6 Alexander marched to Jerusalem, 
firmly resolved to show it no more favour than he had 
the former city: and for this reason. The Tyrians 
were so much employed in trade, that they quite ne¬ 
glected husbandry, and brought most of their corn and 
other provisions from the countries in the neighbour¬ 
hood. Galilee,7 Samaria, and Judea, furnished them 
with the greatest quantities. At the time that Alex¬ 
ander laid siege to their city, he himself was obliged 
to send for provisions from those countries: he there¬ 
fore sent commissaries to summon the inhabitants to 
submit, and furnish his arnw with whatever they 
might want. The Jews, however, desired to be ex¬ 
cused, alledging, that they had taken an oath of fideli¬ 
ty to Darius; and persisted in answering that they 
would never acknowledge any other sovereign as 
long as he was living; a rare example of fidelity, and 
worthy of the onlj T people who in that age acknow¬ 
ledged the true God! The Samaritans,however,did 
not imitate them in this particular; for they submit¬ 
ted with cheerfulness to Alexander, and even sent him 
8000 men to serve at the siege of Tyre, and in other 
places. For the better understanding of what fol¬ 
lows, it may be necessary for us to present the reader, 
in few words, with the state, of the Samaritans at that 
time, and the cause of the strong antipathy which ex¬ 
isted between them and the Jews. 

I observed, elsewhere, 8 that the Samaritans did not 
descend from the Israelites, but were a colony of 
idolaters, taken from the countries on the other side 
of the Euphrates, whom Esarhaddon, king of the As¬ 
syrians, had sent to inhabit the cities of Samaria, af¬ 
ter the ruin of the kingdom of the ten tribes. These 
people, who were called Cuthcei , blended the worship 
of the God of Israel with that of their idols; and oa 
all occasions discovered an enmity to the Jews. This 
hatred was much stronger after the return of the Jews 
from the Babylonish captivity, before and after the 
restoration of the temple. 

Notwithstanding the reformation which the holy- 
man, Nehemiah, had wrought in Jerusalem, with re¬ 
gard to the marrying of strange or foreign women, 
the evil had spread so far, that the high-priest’s house, 
which ought to have been pure more than any other 
from these criminal mixtures, was itself polluted with 
them. One of the sons of Jehoiada the high*priest, 9 
whom Josephus calls Manasseh, had married the 
daughter of Sanballat the Horonite; and many more 
had followed his example. But Nehemiah, zealous 
for the law of God, which was so shamefully violated, 

s Joseph. Antiq. 1. xi.e. 8. 

s Vol. II. Hist, of the Assyrians. 


v Acts xii. 20. 

8 Neh. xiii. 28, 
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commanded, without exception, all who had married 
strange women, either to put them away immediately, 
or to depart the country. Manasseh chose to go into 
banishment rather than to separate himself from his 
wife, 1 and accordingly withdrew to Samaria, whither 
he was followed by great numbers as obstinate in re¬ 
bellion as himself; he there settled them under the 
protection of Sanballat, his fatber-in-law, who was 
governor of that country. 

The latter obtained of Darius Nothus (whom pro¬ 
bably the war which broke out between Egypt and 
Persia had brought into Phoenicia,) leave to build on 
mount Gerizim, near Samaria, a temple like that of 
Jerusalem, and to appoint Manasseh, his son-in-law, 
priest thereof. From that time, Samaria hecame the 
asylum of all the malcontents of Judea. And it was 
this which raised the hatred of the Jews against the 
Samaritans to its greatest height, when they saw' 
that the latter, notwithstanding the express prohibi¬ 
tion of the law, which fixed the solemn worship of 
the God of Israel in the city of Jerusalem, had never¬ 
theless raised altar against altar, and temple against 
temple, and afforded a refuge to all who fled from 
Jerusalem, to screen themselves from the punishment 
which would have been inflicted on them for violating 
the law. 

Such was the state of Judea, when Alexander laid 
siege to Tyre. The Samaritans, as we before ob¬ 
served, sent him a considerable body of troops, where¬ 
as the Jew's thought they could not submit to him,as 
long as Darius, to whom they had taken an oath of 
allegiance, should be alive. 

Alexander, being little used to such an answer, 
particularly after he had obtained so many victories, 
and thinking that all things ought to bow r before him, 
resolved, the instant he had conquered Tyre, to 
march against the Jews, and punish their disobedi¬ 
ence as rigorously as he had punished that of the 
Tyrians. 

In this imminent danger, Jaddus, the high-priest, 
who governed under the Persians, seeing himself ex¬ 
posed with all the inhabitants, to the wrath of the 
conqueror, had recourse to the protection of the Al¬ 
mighty, gave orders that public prayers should be 
made to implore his assistance, and o tie re cl sacrifices. 
The night after, God appeared to him in a dream, 
and bid him, “ To cause flowers to be scattered up 
and down the city; to set open all the gates, and go, 
clothed in his pontifical robes, with all the priests, 
dressed also in their vestments, and all the re^t clothed 
in white, to meet Alexander, and not to fear any evil 
from that king, inasmuch as He would protect them.” 
This demand was punctually' obeyed; and accord¬ 
ingly this august procession, the very day after, 
marched out of the city to an eminence called Snpha, 2 
whence there was a view of all the plain, as well as 
of the temple and city of Jerusalem. Here the whole 
procession waited the arrival of Alexander. 

The Syrians of Phoenicia, who were in his army r , 
were persuaded that the wrath of this prince was so 
great, that he would certainly punish the high-priest 
in an exemplary manner, and destroy' that city in the 
same manner as he had done Tyre; and flushed with 
joy on that account, they waited in expectation of 
glutting their eyes with the calamities of a people to 
whom they bore a mortal hatred. As soon as the 
Jews heard of the king’s apporach, they' set out to 
meet him with all the pomp before described. Alex¬ 
ander was struck at the sight of the high-priest, in 
whose mitre and forehead a golden plate was fixed, 
on which the name of God was written. The mo¬ 
ment the king perceived the high-priest, he advanced 
towards him with an air o( the most profound respect; 
bowed his body, adored the august name upon his 
front, and saluted him who w r ore it with a religious 
veneration. Then the Jews, surrounding Alexander, 
raised their voices to wish him every' kind of prospe¬ 
rity. All the spectators were seized with inex¬ 
pressible surprise; they could scarce believe their 
eyes, and did not know how to account for a sight 

v Joseph. Antiquit. 

* The Hebrew word Sapha signifies to discover from far, 
as from a tower or sentry-box. 


so contrary to their expectation, and so very im¬ 
probable. 

Parmenio, w'ho could not yet recover from his as¬ 
tonishment, asked the king how it came to pass that 
he, who was adored by every one, adored the high- 
priest of the Jews. “ I do not,” replied Alexander, 
“adore the high-priest, but the God whose minister 
he is; for whilst I was at Dium in Macedonia (my 
mind wholly fixed on the great design of the Persian 
war,) as I was revolving by what means I should con¬ 
quer Asia, this very man, dressed in the same robes, 
appeared to me in a dream; exhorted me to banish 
every fear, bid me cross the Hellespont boldly; and 
assured me that his God would march at the head of 
my army, and give me the victory over that of-the 
Persians.” Alexander added, that the instant he saw 
this priest, he knew him by his habit, his stature, his 
air, and his face, to be the same person whom he had 
seen at Dium; that he was firmly'persuaded, it was 
by the command, and under the immediate conduct 
of Heaven that he had undertaken this war; that he 
was sure he should overcome Darius hereafter, and 
destroy the empire of the Persians; and that this was 
the reason why he adored this God in the person of 
his priest. Alexander, after having thus answered 
Parmenio, embracd the high-priest, and all his breth¬ 
ren ; then walking in the midst of them, he arrived 
at Jerusalem, where he offered sacrifices to God, in 
the temple, after the manner prescribed to him by the 
high-priest. 

The high-pricst, afterwards, showed him those pas¬ 
sages in the prophecy of Daniel, which are spoken of 
that monarch. I shall here give an abstract of them, 
which will plainly show how the most distant events 
are present to the Almighty. 

God declares by the prophet Daniel, 3 that grandeur, 
empire, and glory, are his; that he bestows them on 
whomsoever he pleases, and withdraws them in like 
manner, to punish the abuse of them; that his wis¬ 
dom and power solely determine the course of events 
in all ages; that he changes, according to his will, the 
whole tace of human affairs; 4 that he sets up nevy 
kingdoms, overthrows the ancient ones, and effaces 
even the very footsteps of them, with the same ease 
as the wind carries off the smallest chaff from the 
threshing-floor. 

God’s design, in subjecting states to such astonish¬ 
ing revolutions, 5 is to teach men, that they are in his 
presence as nothing; that he alone is the Most High, 
the eternal King, the sovereign arbiter, who doth 
whatsoever he will with supreme power, both in hea¬ 
ven and earth. For the putting this design in execu¬ 
tion, 6 the prophet sees an august council, in which 
the angels, who are appointed as inspectors and guar¬ 
dians of governments and kiogs, inquire into the use 
which they make of the authority that Heaven 
intrusted them with, as his ministers; and when they 
abuse it, these spirits, 7 zealous for the glory of their 
sovereign, beseech God to punish their injustice and 
ingratitude; and to humble their pride, by casting 
them from the throne, and causing the most abject 
among mankind to ascend it in their stead. 

God, 8 to make these important truths still more 
sensible, show's Daniel four dreadful beasts who rise 
from a vast sea, in which the four winds combat to¬ 
gether w'ith fury; and under these symbols, he repre¬ 
sents to the prophet the origin, the characteristics, 
and fall, of tne four great empires, which are to go¬ 
vern the whole world successively. A dreadful, but 
too real image! For empires rise out of tumult and 
confusion; they subsist by blood and slaughter; they 
exercise their potver with violence and cruelty; they 
think it glorious to carry terror and desolation into 
all places; but yet in spite of their utmost efforts, they 
are subject to continual vicissitudes and unforeseen 
reverses of fortune. 

The prophet then relates more particularly the 
character of each of these empires. 10 After having 

3 Dan. ii. 20, 21. 37. « Ibid. ii. 35. 

s Ibid. iv. 32. 34—36. « Ibid. ver. 17. 

* It wa3 nt the desire of these angels, that Nebuchadnex* * 
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represented the empire of the Babylonians under the 
image of a lioness, and that of the Medes and Per¬ 
sians under the form of a bear greedy of prey, he 
draws the picture of the Grecian monarchy, by pre¬ 
senting us with some of its most striking features. 
Under the image of a spotted leopard, with four 
heads and four wings, he depicts Alexander, in whom 
good and bad qualities are intermixed; rash and im¬ 
petuous in his resolutions, rapid in his conquests; fly¬ 
ing with the swiftness of a bird of prey, rather than 
marching with the weight of an army laden with the 
whole equipage of war; supported by the valour and 
capacity of his generals, four of whom, after having 
assisted him in conquering his empire,divide it among 
themselves. 

To this picture the prophet adds elsewhere new 
touches. 1 He enumerates the order of the succession 
of the kings of Persia; he declares, in precise terms, 
that after the first three kings, viz. Cyrus, Cambyses, 
and Darius, a fourth monarch will arise, who is Xer¬ 
xes; and that he will exceed all his predecessors in 
power and in riches; that this prince, puffed up with 
the idea of his own grandeur, which shall have risen 
to its highest pitch, will assemble all the people in his 
boundless dominions, and lead them to the conquest 
of Greece. But as the prophet takes notice only of 
the march of this multitude, and does not tell us what 
success they met with, he thereby gives us pretty 
clearly' to uoderstand, that Xerxes, an effeminate, in¬ 
judicious, and fearful prince, will not have the least 
success in ai y of his vast projects. 

On the contrary, from among these very Greeks, 2 
attacked unsuccessfully by the Persians, there will 
arise a king very different from Xerxes: and this is 
Alexander the Great. He shall be a bold, valiant 
monarch; he shall succeed in all his enterprises; he 
shall extend his dominion far and wide, anu shall es¬ 
tablish an irresistible power on the ruins of the van¬ 
quished Datioris; but at a time when he shall imagine 
himself to be most firmly seated on the throne, he 
shall lose his life, with the regal dignity', and not 
leave any posterity to succeed him in it. This new 
monarchy', losing on a sudden the splendour and 
power for which it was so renowned under Alexan¬ 
der, shall divide itself towards the four winds of hea¬ 
ven. From its ruins there shall arise not only the 
four great kingdoms of Egypt, Syria, Asia Minor, and 
Macedon, but also several other foreigners, or barba¬ 
rians, shall usurp its provinces, and form kingdoms 
out of these. 

At length, 3 in the eighth chapter, the prophet com¬ 
pletes the description in still stronger colours, of the 
character, the battles, the series of successes, the rise 
and fall of these two rival empires. By the image he 
gives of a powerful ram, having two horns of an une¬ 
qual length, he declares that the first of these empires 
snail be composed of Persians and Medes; that its 
strength shall consist in the union of these two na¬ 
tions; that the Persians shall nevertheless exceed the 
Medes in authority'; that they'shall have a series of 
conquests, without meeting with any opposition; that 
they shall first extend them towards the west, by sub¬ 
duing the Lydians, the provinces of Asia Minor and 
Thrace; that they shall afterwards turn their arms 
towards the north, in order to subdue part of Scy¬ 
thia, and the nations bordering on the Caspian sea; 
that at length they' shall endeavour to enlarge their 
dominions towards the south, by subjecting Egypt and 
Arabia, but that they' shall not invade the nations of 
the east. 

The monarchy of the Greeks is afterwards exhibit¬ 
ed to Daniel, under the symbol of a he-goat of a pro¬ 
digious size: he perceives that the Macedonian army 
will march from the west, in order to invade the em¬ 
pire of the Persians; that it will be headed by a war¬ 
rior famous for his power and glory; that it will make 
immense marches, in quest of the enemy, even into 
the very heart of his dominions; that it will advance 
towards the enemy with such rapidity, as to seem not 
to touch the ground; that it will give this empire its 
mortal wound; entirely subvert it by f repeated victo¬ 


ries, and destroy the double power of the Persians 
and Medes; during which not one monarch, whether 
its ally or neighbour, shall give it the least succour. 

Cut as soon as this monarchy shall have risen to its 
greatest height, Alexander who formed its greatest 
strength, shall be snatched from it, and then there 
will arise, towards the four parts of the world, four 
Grecian monarchies, which, though vastly inferior to 
that of Alexander, will however, be very considerable. 

Can any thing be more wonderful, more divine, 
than a series of prophecies, all of them so clear, so 
exact, and so circumstantial; prophecies which go so 
far as to point out, that a prince shall die without 
leaving a single successor from among his ow n family', 
and that four of his generals will divide his empire 
between them? Bui we must peruse these prophe¬ 
cies in the Scriptures themselves. The Vulgate 
agrees pretty nearly with the Hebrew, except in a 
few places, which I shall translate agreeable to the 
original text. 4 

“ In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar, 5 
a vision appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, af¬ 
ter that which appeared unto me at the first. And I 
saw in a vision (and it came to pass when 1 saw, that 
I w f as at Shushan in the palace, which is in the pro¬ 
vince of Elam,') and I saw in a vision, and I was by 
the river of Ulai. Then I lifted up mine eyes, and 
saw, and behold there stood before the river a ram, 
which had two horns; and the two horns w j ere high; 
but one was higher than the other, and the higher 
came up last. I saw the ram pushing westward, and 
northward, and southward; so that no beast might 
stand before him, neither was there any that could 
deliver out of his hand; but he did according to his 
will, and became great. And as I was considering, 
behold an he-goat came from the west, on the face 
of the whole earth, and touched not the ground; and 
the goat bad a notable horn between bis eyes. And 
he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had 
seen standing before the river, and ran unto him in 
the fury of his power. And I saw him come close 
unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against 
him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns; and 
there was no power in the ram to stand before him, 
but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped 
upon him; and there was none that could deliver the 
ram out of his hand. Therefore the he-goat waxed 
very great; and when he was strong, the great horn 
was broken; and for it came up four notable ones to¬ 
wards the four winds of heaven.” 

A great number of very important reflections might 
be made on the prophecies I have now repeated; but 
these I shall leave to the reader’s understanding and 
religion, and will make but one remark; on which, 
however, I shall not expatiate so much as the subject 
might deserve. 

The Almighty presides in general over all events 
which happen in the world; and rules, with absolute 
sway the fate of all men in particular, of all cities, 
and of all empires; but he conceals the operations of 
his wisdom, and the wonders of his providence, be¬ 
neath the veil of natural causes and ordinary' events. 
In all that profane history' exhibits to us, whether 
sieges, or the capture of cities; battles won or lost, 
empires established or overthrown; there appears 
nothing but what is human and natural: God seems 
to have no concern in these things, and we should be 
tempted to believe that he abandons men entirely to 
their views, their talents, and their passions; if we, 
perhaps, except the Jewish nation, whom he consi¬ 
dered as his own peculiar people, and as his own he¬ 
ritage. 

To prevent our falling into a temptation so repug¬ 
nant to religion and even reason itself God occasion¬ 
ally breaks silence, diperses the clouds which hide 
him, and condescends to discover to ns the secret 
springs of his providence, by causing his prophets to 
foretell, long before the event, the fate he has pre¬ 
pared for the different nations of the earth. He re¬ 
veals to Daniel the order, the succession, and the dif- 

4 We have not followed M. Rollin’s translation here, be¬ 

lieving it more proper to make use of our own version of tho 
Bible. • Dan, viii. 1—3 


* Dan. xi. 2. 
Yol. 1—70 


a Ibid ver. 3, 4. 


3 Ibid viii. 
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ft:rent characteristics of the four great empires to 
which he has determined to subject to all the nations 
of the universe, viz, that of the Babylonians, of the 
Persians and Medes, of the Greeks, and lastly, that 
of the Romans. 

It is with the same view that he dwells very forci¬ 
bly on the two most famous conquerors that ever ex¬ 
isted: I mean Cyrus and Alexander, the one the 
founder, the other the destroyer, of the powerful em- 
prie of Persia. He causes the former to be called by 
hi3 name two hundred years before his birth; fore¬ 
tells, by the mouth of Isaiah, his victories; and par¬ 
ticularizes the several circumstances of the taking of 
Babylon, the like of which had never been seen be¬ 
fore. On this occasion, he points out Alexander, by 
the mouth of Daniel, and ascribes such qualities 
and characteristics as can agree with none but him, 
and which denote him as plainly as if he had called 
him by his name. 

These passages of Scripture, in which God explains 
himself clearly, should be considered as very precious, 
and serve as so many keys to open to our understanding 
the secret methods by which he governs the world. 
These bright rays of light should enable a rational 
and rrdigious man to see every thing else clearly; and 
make him conclude, from what is said of the four 
great empires, of Cyrus and Alexander, of Babylon 
and Tyre, that we ought to acknowledge and admire, 
in the several events of profane history, God’s perpe¬ 
tual care and regard for all men and all states, whose 
destiny depends entirely on his wisdom, his power, 
and his pleasure. 

We may easily figure to ourselves the great joy 
and admiration with which Alexander was filled, up¬ 
on hearing such clear, such circumstantial, and ad¬ 
vantageous promises, Before he left Jerusalem, he 
assembled the Jews, and bade them ask any favour 
whatsoever. They answered, that their request was, 
to be allowed to live according to the law of their fa¬ 
thers, and to be exempt, every seventh year, from 
their usual tribute; and for this reason, because they 
were forbidden, by their laws, in that year, to sow 
their fields, and consequently could have no harvest. 
Alexander granted their request; and, upon the high- 
priest’s beseeching him to sufitir the Jews, who were 
resident in Babylonia and Media, to live likewise 
agreeable to their own laws, he also indulged them 
in this particular with the utmost humanity; and said 
farther, that in case any of them were willing to serve 
under bis standards, he would give them leave to 
follow their own way of worship, and to observe their 
peculiar customs; upon which oHer great numbers 
enlisted themselves. 

He had scarce left Jerusalem, when the Samaritans 
waited upon him with great pomp and ceremony, 
humbly entreating him to do them also the honour 
to visit their temple. As they had submitted volun¬ 
tarily to Alexander, and sent him succours, they ima¬ 
gined that they deserved his favour much more than 
the Jews; and flattered themselves that they should 
obtain the same, and even much greater indulgence. 
It was in this view they made this pompous proces¬ 
sion, in order to invite Alexander to their city; and 
the 8000 men they had sent to serve under him, join¬ 
ed in the request made by their countrymen. Alex¬ 
ander thanked them courteously, but said, that he 
was obliged to march into Egypt, and therefore had 
no time to lose; however, that he would visit their 
city at his return, in case he had opportunity. They 
then besought him to exempt them from paying tri¬ 
bute every seventh year; upon which Alexander 
asked them, whether they were Jews? They made 
an ambiguous answer, which the king not hav ing time 
to examine, suspended this matter also till his return, 
and immediately continued his march towards Gaza. 

Upon his arrival before that city, 1 he found it pro¬ 
vided with a strong garrison, commanded by Betis, 
one of Darius’s eunuchs. This governor, who was a 
brave man, and very faithful to his sovereign, defend¬ 
ed it with great vigour against Alexander. As this 


1 Diod. 1. xvii. p. 526. Arrian. 1. ii. p. 101—103. Plut. 
in Alex. p. 679. Quint Curt. 1. iv. c. 6. 


was the only inlet or pass into Egypt, it was abso 
lutely necessary for him to conquer it, and therefore 
he was obliged to besiege it. But although every 
art of war was employed, notwithstanding his soldiers 
fought with the utmost intrepidity, he was however 
forced to lie two months before it. Exasperated at 
its holding out so long, and his receiving two wounds, 
he was resolved to treat the governor, the inhabitants, 
and soldiers, with a barbarity absolutely inexcusable; 
for he cut 10,000 men to pieces, and sold all the rest, 
with their wives and children, for slaves. When Be¬ 
tis, who had been taken prisoner in the last assault, 
was brought before him covered with honourable 
wounds, instead of using him kindly, as his valour 
and fidelity justly merited, this young monarch, who 
at other times esteemed bravery even in an enemy, 
fired on this occasion with an insolent joy, spoke thus 
to him: “Betis, thou shalt not die the death thou 
desiredst. Prepare therefore to sutler al] those tor¬ 
ments which vengeance can invent.” Betis, looking 
upon the king with not only a firm, but a haughty 
air, did not make the least reply to his menaces; up¬ 
on which the king, more enraged by this disdainful 
silence—“Observe,” said he, “ J beseech you, that 
dumb arrogance. Has he bended the knee? Has he 
spoke so much as one submissive word? Bui 1 will 
conquer this obstinate silence, and will force groans 
from him, if I can draw nothing else.” At last Alex¬ 
ander’s anger rose to fury; 2 bis conduct now begin¬ 
ning to change with his fortune; he ordered a hole 
to be made through his heels, when, a rope being put 
through them, and tied to a chariot, he caused Betis 
to be dragged round the city till he died. He boast¬ 
ed his having imitated on this occasion, Achilles, from 
whom he was descended; who, as Homer relates, 
caused the dead body of Hector to be dragged in the 
same manner round the walls of Troj r ; 3 as if a man 
ought ever to pride himself on having imitated a bad 
example. Both were very barbarous; but Alexander 
was much more so in causing Betis to be dragged 
alive; and for no other reason, but because he had 
served his sovereign with bravery and fidelity, by 
defending a city with which he had intrusted him; a 
fidelity, that ought to have been admired, and even 
rewarded by an enemy, rather than punished in so 
cruel a manner. 

He sent the greatest part of the plunder he found 
in Gaza to his mother Olympias, to Cleopatra his sis¬ 
ter, and to his friends. He also presented Leonidas, 
his preceptor, with 500 quintals 4 of frankincense, 
and 100 quintals of myrrh; calling to mind a caution 
Leonidas had given him when but a child, and which 
seemed, even at that time, to presage the conquests 
Ibis monarch had lately achieved. For Leonidas, 
observing Alexander taking up whole handfuls of in¬ 
cense at a sacrifice, and throw it into the fire, said to 
him: “Alexander, when you shall have conquered 
the country which produces these spices, you then 
may be as profuse of incense as you please; but till 
that day comes, be sparing of w hat you have.” The 
monarch therefore writ to Leonidas as follows: “I 
send you a large quantity of incense and myrrh, in 
order that you may no longer be so reserved and 
sparing in your sacrifices to the gods.” 

As soon as Alexander had ended 
the siege of Gaza, 5 he left a garrison A. M. 3673. 
there, and turned the w'hole power of Ant. J, C. 331. 
his arms towards Egypt. In seven 
days’ march he arrived before Pelusiuni, whither a 
great number of Egyptians had assembled, with all 
imaginable diligence, to recognize him for their sove¬ 
reign, and make their submission. 

The haired these people bore to the Persians was 
so great, that it was of little consequence to them w ho 
should be their king, provided they could but meet 
with an avenger who would rescue them from the in- 

4 Tram deinde vertit in rabiem, jam turn peregrinos ritua 

nova subeunte fortuna. Quint Curt, 

3 Decepit exemplar vitiis imitabile. Horat. 

* A quintal is 1001b. weight, 

* Diod. 1. xvii. p. 526—528. Arrian. 1. iii. p. 104— 110. 
Plut. in Alex. p. C79 —C81. Q. Curt. 1. iv. c. 7 et 8 Justin, 
1 . ix. c. 11. 
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solenceand indignity with which themselves and their 
religion were treated. For, how false soever a religion 
may be (and it is scarce possible to imagine one more 
absurd than that of the Egyptians,) so long as it con¬ 
tinues to be the established religion, the people will 
not suffer it to be insulted; nothing affecting their 
minds so strongly, nor inflaming them to a greater de¬ 
gree. Ochus had caused their god Apis to be mur¬ 
dered, in a manner highly offensive to themselves and 
their religion; and the Persians, to whom he had left 
the. government, continued in like manner to ridicule 
that deity. Thus several circumstances had rendered 
the Persians so odious, that, upon Aniy litas's coming 
a little before with a handful of men, he found them 
prepared to join and assist him in expelling the Per¬ 
sians. 

This Amyntas had deserted from Alexander, and 
entered into the service of Darms. lie had com¬ 
manded the Grecian forces at the battle of Issus; and 
having escaped into Syria, by the way of Tripoli, 
with 4000 men, he had there* seized upon as many 
vessels as he wanted, burned the re-t, and immediate¬ 
ly set sail towards the island of Cyprus, and after¬ 
wards towards Pelusium, which he took by surprise, 
upon feigning that he had a commission from Darius, 
appointing him governor of Egypt, in the room of 
Sabaces, killed in the battle of Issus. As soon as he 
found himself possessed of this important city, he 
threw off the mask, and made public pretensions to 
the crown of Egypt; declaring, that the motive of 
his coming was to expel the Persians. tJpon this a 
multitude of Egyptians, who wished for nothing so 
earnestly as to free themselves from these insupport¬ 
able tyrants, went over to him. He then marched 
directly for Memphis, the capital of the kingdom; 
when, coming to a battle, he defeated the Persians, 
and shut them up in the eit}’. But, after he. had 
gained this victory, having neglected to keep his 
soldiers together, they straggled up and down in 
search of plunder; which the enemy seeing, sallied 
out upon such as remained, and cut them to pieces, 
with Amyntas their leader. 

This event, so far from lessening the aversion the 
Egyptians had for the Persians, increased it still 
more; so that the moment Alexander appeared upon 
the frontiers, the people, w'ho were all disposed to re¬ 
ceive that monarch, ran in crowds to submit to him. 
His arrival, at the head of a powerful army, pre¬ 
sented them with a secure protection, which Amyn¬ 
tas could not afford them; and, from this con¬ 
sideration, they all declared openly in his favour. 
Mazreus, who commanded in Memphis, finding it 
would be to no purpose for him to resist so great a 
force, and that Darius, his sovereign was not in a 
condition to succour, him, set open the gates of the 
city to the conqueror, and gave up 800 talents, about 
120,0002. and all the king’s furniture. Thus, Alex¬ 
ander possessed himself of all Egypt, without meet¬ 
ing with the least opposition. 

At Memphis he formed a design of visiting the 
temple of Jupiter-Amnion. This temple 1 was situated 
in the midst of the sandy deserts of Libya, and twelve 
days’journey from Memphis. Ham, the son of Noah, 
first peopled Egypt and Libya, after the flood; and 
when idolatry began to gain ground in the world 
some time after, he was the chief deity of these two 
countries, in which his descendants had continued. 
A temple was built to his honour in the* midst of 
these, deserts, upon a spot of pretty good ground, 
about two leagues broad, 2 which formed a kind of 
island in a sea of sand. It is he whom the Greeks 
called Z£ "?» Jupiter, 3 and the Egyptians Ammon. In 
process of time these two names were joined, and he 
was called Jupiter-Ammon. 

The motive of this journey, which was equally rash 
and dangerous, was owing to a ridiculous vanity. Al¬ 
exander having read in Homer, and other fabulous 
authors of antiquity, that most of their heroes were 

i Phn. lib. v. c. 9. * Forty furlongs. 

* For this reason the city of Egypt, which the Scriptures* 
rail No-Ammon , (the city of Ham or of Ammon) is called by 
the Greeks A<o<r7rsx<?, or the city of Jupiter, 

# Jerem. ilvi. 23. Ezek. xxx. 15. Nahum iii. 8. 


represented as sons of some deity; and, as he himself 
was desirous of passing for a hero, he was determined 
to have some god for his father. Accordingly he fixed 
upon Jupiter-Ammon for this purpose, and began by 
bribing the priests, and teaching them the part they 
were to act. 

It would have been to no purpose, had any one en¬ 
deavoured to divert him from a design which was 
great in no other circumstance than the pride and ex¬ 
travagance that gave birth to it. Puffed up with his 
victories, he had already begun to assume, as Plutarch 
observes, that character of tenaciousness and inflexi¬ 
bility which will do nothing but command; which 
cannot suffer advice, and much less bear opposition; 
which knows neither obstacles nor dangers; which 
makes the beautiful to consist in impossibility; in a 
word, which fancies itself able to overcome, not only 
enemies, but time, place, and the whole order of na¬ 
ture; the usual effect of a long series of prosperity, 
which subdues the strongest, and makes them at 
length forget that they are men. \V r e ourselves have 
seen a famous conqueror, 4 who prided himself upon 
treading in the steps of Alexander, carrying farther 
than he had ever done this kind of savage heroism; 
and Jay it down as a maxim to himself, never to re¬ 
cede from his resolution. 

Alexander therefore sets out; and 
going down the river from Memphis A. M. 3673. 
till he came to the sea, he coasts along Ant. J. C. 331. 
it; and, after having passed Canopus, 
he obsorves, opposite to the island of Pharos, a spot 
which seemed to him very well situated for the 
building of a city. Pie himself drew the plan of it, 
and marked out the several places where the temples 
and public squares were to be erected. For the 
building it, he employed Dinocrates the architect, 
who had acquired great reputation by his rebuilding, 
at Ephesus, the temple of Diana, which Herostratus 
had burnt. This city he called after his own name 
Alexandria, and it afterwards rose to be the capital 
of the kingdom. As its harbour, which was very 
commodious, had the Mediterranean on one side, and 
the Nile and the Red Sea in its neighbourhood, it 
drew all the traffic of the east and west; and thereby 
became, in a ver}' little time, one of the most flou¬ 
rishing cities in the universe. 

Alexander had a journey to go of 1600 stadia, or 
fourscore French leagues to the temple of Jupiter- 
Ammon; 5 and most of the way was through sandy 
deserts. The soldiers were patient enough for the 
first two days’ march, before they arrived in the ex¬ 
tensive dreadful solitudes; but as soon as they found 
themselves in vast plains, covered with sand of a pro¬ 
digious depth, they were seized with terror. Sur¬ 
rounded, as with a sea, they gazed round as far as 
their sight could extend, to discover, if possible, some 
place that was inhabited; but all in vain, for they 
could not perceive so much as a single tree, nor the 
least footsteps of any land that had been cultivated. 
To increase their calamity, the water, that they had 
brought in goat-skins, upon camels, now failed; and 
there was not so much as a single drop in all that 
sandy desert. They therefore were reduced to the 
sad condition of dying almost with thirst; not to men¬ 
tion the danger they were in of being buried under 
mountains of sand, that are sometimes raised by the 
winds; and which had formerly destroyed 50,000 of 
Cambyses’s troops. Every thing was by this time 
scorched to so violent a degree, and the air became 
so hot, that the men could scarcely breathe; when, 
on a sudden, whether by chance, say the historians, 
or the immediate indulgence of Heaven, the sky was 
so completely overspread with thick clouds, that they 
hid the sun, which was a great relief to the army; 
though they were still in want of water. But the 
storm having discharged itself in a violent rain, every 
soldier got as much as he wanted; and some were so 
parched with thirst, that they stood with their mouths 
open, and catched the rain as it fell. The judicious 
reader knows what judgment he is to form of these 

* Charles XII. king of Sweden. 

s [See a previous note on the geographical situation of 
this temple.] 
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marvellous incidents, with which historians have 
thought proper to embellish this relation. 

They were several days in crossing these deserts; 
and upon their arriving near the place where the 
oracle stood, they perceived a great number of ravens 
/lying before the most advanced standard. These 
ravens, sometimes, flew to the ground when the army 
marched slowly; and, at other times, advanced for¬ 
ward, as if it were to serve them as guides, till the}', 
at last, came to the temple of the god. A very sur¬ 
prising circumstance is, that although this oracle he 
situated in the midst of an almost boundless solitude, 
it nevertheless is surrounded with a grove, so very 
shady, that the sun-beams can scarcely pierce it; not 
to mention that this grove is watered with several 
springs of fresh water, which preserve it in perpetual 
verdure. It is related, that near this grove there is 
another, in the midst of which is a fountain, called 
the water y or fountain of the sun. At day-break it is 
lukewarm, at noon cold; but in the evening it grows 
warmer, by degrees, and at midnight is boiling hot; 
after this, as day approaches, it decreases in heat, and 
continues this vicissitude for ever. 

The god, who is worshipped in this temple, is not 
represented under the form which painters and sculp¬ 
tures generally give to gods; for he is made of eme¬ 
ralds, and other precious stones, and from the head 
to the navel resembles a ram. 1 The king being come 
into the temple, the senior priest declared him to be 
the son of Jupiter; and assured him, that the god 
himself bestowed this name upon him. Alexander 
accepted it with joy, and acknowledged Jupiter as 
his father. He afterwards asked the priest, whether 
his father Jupiter had not allotted him the empire of 
the whole world? To which the priest, who was 
as much a flatterer as the king was vain-glorious, 
answered, that be should be monarch of the universe. 
At last be inquired, whether all his father’s murderers 
had been punished; but the priest replied, that he 
blasphemed; that his father was immortal; but that 
with regard to the murderers of Philip, they had all 
been extirpated; adding, that he should be invinci¬ 
ble, and afterwards take his seat among the deities. 
Having ended his sacrifice, he offered magnificent 
presents to the god, and did not forget the priests, 
who had served his purpose so well. 

Decorated with the splendid title of the son of Ju¬ 
piter, and fancying himself raised above the human 
species, he returned from his journey as from a tri¬ 
umph. From that time, in all his letters, his orders, 
and decrees, he always assumed this title: ALEXAN¬ 
DER King, Son of Jupiter-Ammon: 2 in answer to 
which, Olympias, his mother, one day made a very 
witty remonstrance in few words, by desiring him 
not to engage her in any quarrels with Juno. 

Whilst Alexander was indulging himself in these 
chimeras, and tasting the great pleasure his vanity 
made him conceive from this pompous title, every 
one derided him in secret; ana some, who had not 
yet put on the yoke of abject flattery, ventured to 
reproach him upon that account; but they paid very 
dear for that liberty, as the sequel will show. Not 
satisfied with endeavouring to pass for the son of a 
god, and of being himself persuaded, if indeed this 
were possible, that he really was such, he would also 
ass fora god himself; till at last, Providence having 
rought to pass through him the events of which he 
was chosen to be the instrument, brought him to his 
end, and thereby levelled him with the rest of mortals. 

Alexander, upon his return from the temple of Ju- 
piter-Ammon, being arrived at the Falus Mareotis, 
which was not far from the island of Pharos, made a 
visit to his new city, the building of which was al¬ 
ready far advanced. He took the best methods pos¬ 
sible to people it, inviting thither persons from all 
quarters, to whom he offered the most advantageous 
conditions. He drew to it, 3 among others a con¬ 
siderable number of Jew's, by allowing them very 


* This passage in Quintus Curtius is pretty difficult, and 
is variously explained by interpreters. 

2 Varru apud A. Gell. 1. xiii. c. 4, 

* Joseph, contra Appian. 


great privileges; for he not only left them the free 
exercise of their religion and laws, but put them on 
the same foot in every respect with the Macedonians 
whom he settled there. From thence he went to 
Memphis, where he spent the winter. 

Varro observes, that at the time this king built Al¬ 
exandria, the use of papyrus (for writing) was found 
in Egypt. 

During Alexander’s stay in Memphis,4 he settled 
the affairs of Egypt, suffering none but Macedonians 
to command the troops. He divided the country into 
districts, over each of which he appointed a lieutenant, 
who received orders from himself only; not thinking 
it safe to intrust the general command of all the troops 
to one single person, in so large and populous a coun¬ 
try. With regard to the civil government, he invested 
one Doloaspes, an Egyptian, with the whole power of 
it; for being desirous that Egypt should still be go¬ 
verned by its ancient laws and customs, he was of 
opinion that a native of Egypt, to whom they must he 
familiar, was fitter for that office than any foreigner 
whatsoever. 

To hasten the building of his new city, he appointed 
Cleomenes inspector of it; with orders for him to levy 
the tribute which Arabia was to pay. But this Cleo- 
menes was a very wicked wretch, who abused his au¬ 
thority, and oppressed the people with the utmost bar¬ 
barity. 

SECTION VIII.— ALEXANDER, AFTER IIIS RETURN 
FROM EGYPT, RESOLVES TO GO IN PURSUIT OF DA¬ 
RIUS. AT IIIS SETTING OUT HE HEARS OF THE 
DEATH OF THAT MONARCH'S QUEEN. HE CAUSES 
TO PE PAID HER THE HONOURS WHICH WERE DUE 
TO HER RANK. HE PASSES THE EUPHRATES AND 
TIGRIS, AND COMES UP WITH DARIUS. THE FA¬ 
MOUS RATTLE OF ARDELA. 

Alexander having settled the affairs of Eg} T pt,5 
set out from thence in the spring, to march into the 
East against Darius. In his way through Palestine, 
he heard news which gave him great uneasiness. At 
his going into Egypt, he had appointed Andromachus, 
whom he highly esteemed, governor of Syria and Pa¬ 
lestine. Andromachus coming to Samaria to settle 
some affairs in that country, the Sarmaritans mutinied; 
and setting fire to the house in which he was, burned 
him alive. It is very probable, that this was occa¬ 
sioned by the rage with which that people were fired, 
at their having been denied the same privileges that 
had been granted the Jews, their enemies. Alexan¬ 
der was highly exasperated against them for this cruel 
action, and accordingly he put to death all those who 
had any hand in it, hanished the rest from the city 
of Samaria, supplying their room with a colony of 
Macedonians, and divided the rest of their lands 
among the Jews. 

He made some stay in Tyre, to settle the various 
affairs of the countries he left behind him, in his pro¬ 
gress towards new conquests. 

He was scarce set out, when an 
eunuch brought word, that Darius’s A. M. 3673. 
consort was just dead. Hearing this, Ant. J. C. 331. 
he returned back, and went into the 
tent of Sysigambis, whom he found bathed in tears, 
and lying on the ground, in the midst of the young 
princesses, who also were weeping; and near them 
the son of Darius, a child, who was the more worthy 
of compassion, 6 as he was less sensible to evils, which 
concerned him more than any other. Alexander con¬ 
soled them in so kind and tender a manner, as plainly 
showed that be himself was deeply and sincerely af¬ 
fected. He caused her funeral obsequies to be per¬ 
formed with the utmost splendour and magnificence. 
One of the eunuchs who superintended' the chamber, 
and who had been taken with the princesses, fled from 
the camp, and ran to Darius, whom he informed of his 

* Arrian. 1. iii. p. 108—110. Q,. Curt. 1. iv, c. 8, 

8 Diod. 1. xvii. p. 530—536. Arrian. 1. iii. p. 111—127. 
Plutarch, in Alex. p. 681—685. Q.. Curt. 1. iv. c. 9—16. 
Justin. 1. xi. c. 12—14. 

« Oh id ipsum miserabilis, quod nornlum sentiehat cala- 
mitatem, maxima ex parte ad ipsum redundantem, Q. 
Curt . 
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consort’s death. The Persian monarch was seized 
with the most violent affliction upon hearing this 
news, particularly, as he supposed she would not be 
allowed the funeral ceremonies due to her exalted 
rank. But the eunuch undeceived him on this occa¬ 
sion, by telling him the honours which Alexander had 

{ jaid his quee'n after her death, and the civilities he 
lad always shown her in her lifetime. Darius, upon 
hearing these words, was fired with suspicions of so 
horrid a kind, that the)- did not leave him a mo¬ 
ment's quiet. 

, Taking the eunuch aside, he spoke to him as fol¬ 
lows: “ If thou dost still acknowledge Darius for thy 
lord and sovereign, tell me, by the respect and vene¬ 
ration thou owest to that great splendour of Mitlires 1 
which enlightens us, and to this hand which the king 
stretcheth out to thee; tell me, I say, whether, in be¬ 
moaning the death of Statira, I do not bewail the 
least of her evils; and whether, as she fell into the 
hands of a young monarch, she did not first lose her 
honour, and afterwards her life.” The eunuch, 
throwing himself at Darius’s feet, besought him not 
to think so injuriously of Alexander’s virtue; nor dis¬ 
honour his wife and sister after her death; and not to 
deprive himself of the greatest consolation he could 
possibly have in his misfortunes, viz. to be firmly per¬ 
suaded, that the prince, who had triumphed over him, 
was superior to the frailties of other men;'that he 
ought rather to admire Alexander, as he had given 
the Persian ladies much stronger proofs of his virtue 
and continence, than he had given the Persians them¬ 
selves of his valour. After tfiis, he confirmed all he 
had before said, by the most dreadful oaths and im¬ 
precations; and then gave him a particular account 
of what public fame had related, concerning the wis¬ 
dom, temperance, and magnanimity of Alexander. 

Darius, returning into the hall where his courtiers 
were assembled, and lifting up his hands to heaven, 
broke into the following prayer: “Ye gods, who pre¬ 
side over the birth of men, and who dispose of kings 
and empires, grant that, after having raised the for¬ 
tune of Persia from its dejected state, I may transmit 
it to my descendants witn the same lustre in which 1 
received it; in order that, after having triumphed 
over my enemies, I may acknowledge, the favours 
which Alexander has shown in my calamity to per¬ 
sons who, of all others, are most clear to me: or, in 
case the time ordained by the fates is at last come, 
when it must necessarily happen, from the anger of 
the gods, or the ordinary vicissitudes of human af¬ 
fairs, that the empire of Persia must end; grant, 
great gods, that none but Alexander may ascend the 
throne of Cyrus.” 

In the mean time, Alexander having set out upon 
his march, arrived w ith his whole army at Thapsacus, 
where he passed a bridge that lay across the Euphra¬ 
tes, and continued his journey towards the Tigris, 
where he expected to come up with the enemy. Da¬ 
rius had already made overtures of peace to him 
twice; but finding at last that there were no hopes 
of their concluding one, uuless he resigned the whole 
empire to him, he therefore prepared himself again 
for battle. For this purpose, he assembled in Baby¬ 
lon an army half as numerous again as that which he 
had at Issus, and inarched it towards Nineveh; his 
forces covered all the plains of Mesopotamia. Advice 
being brought, that the enemy was not far off, he 
caused Satropates, colonel of the cavalry, to advance 
at the head of 1000 chosen horse; and likewise gave 
6000 to Mazaeus, governor of the province; to prevent 
Alexander from crossing the river, and to lay waste 
the country through which that mouarch was to pass: 
but he arrived too late. 

Of all the rivers of the East, thi3 is the most rapid; 
and it not only receives a great number of rivulets in 
it3 waves, but drags along with it great stones; so 
that it is named Tigris, on account of its prodigious 
rapidity, an arrow being so called in the Persian 
tongue. Alexander sounded those parts of the river 
which were fordable, and there the water, at the en- 


* The Persians worshipped the sun under the name of Mi- 
thres, and the moon under that of Mitkra. 


trance, came up to the horses’bellies, and in the mid¬ 
dle to their breasts. Having drawn up his infantry 
in the form of a half moon, and posted his cavalry on 
the wings, they advanced to the current of the water 
with no great difficulty, carrying their arms over their 
heads. The king waded on foot among the infantry, 
and was the first who appeared on the opposite shore, 
where he pointed out with his hand the ford to 
the soldiers; it not being possible for him to make 
them hear him. But it was with the greatest diffi¬ 
culty they kept their footing; because of the slippe¬ 
riness of the stones, and the impetuosity of the stream. 
Such soldiers as not only carried their arms, but their 
clothes also, were much more embarrassed; for be¬ 
ing unable to support themselves, they were carried 
into whirlpools, unless they threw away their bur¬ 
dens. At the same time, the heaps of clothes, float¬ 
ing up and down, beat down several; and, as every 
man endeavoured to catch at his own things, they 
annoyed one another more than the river did. It was 
to no purpose that the king commanded them, with a 
loud voice, to save nothing but their arms; and as¬ 
sured them, that he himself would compensate their 
other losses; for not one of them could hear his 
admonitions or orders, so great was the noise and 
tumult. At last, they all passed over that part of the 
ford where the water was shallowest, and the stream 
less impetuous, and their chief loss was only that of a 
small part of their baggage. 

It is certain, that this army might easily have been 
cut to pieces, had they been opposed by a general 
who dared to conquer; that is, to make ever so little 
opposition to their passage. But Mazceus, who might 
easily have defeated them had he come up when they 
were crossing the river in disorder and confusion, did 
not arrive till they were drawn up in battle array. 
A like good fortune had always attended this prince 
hitherto, both when he passed the Granic.us in sight 
of so prodigious a multitude of horse and foot, who 
waited his coming on the shore; and also in the roeks 
of Cilicia, when he found the passes and straits quite 
open and defenceless, where a small number of tronps 
might have checked his progress. This circumstance 
may lessen our surprise at that excess of boldness, 2 
which was his peculiar characteristic, and which per¬ 
petually prompted him to encounter blindly the 
greatest dangers: since, as he was always fortunate, 
he never had once room to suspect himself guilty 
of rashness. 

The king, having encamped two days near the ri¬ 
ver, commanded his soldiers to be ready for marching 
on the morrow; but about nine orten in the evening, 
when the sky was calm and clear, the moon first lost 
its light, and appeared afterwards quite sullied, and 
as it were tinged with blood. Now as this happened 
just before a great battle was going to be fought, the 
doubtful success of which had already filled the army 
with sufficient disquietude, they were first struck with 
a religious awe, and afterwards seized with fear. 
They cried out, “That heaven displayed the marks 
of its anger; and that they were dragged, against the 
will of the gods, to the extremities of the earth: that 
rivers opposed their passage; that the stars refused 
to lend their usual light; and that they could now 
see nothing but deserts and solitudes: that merely to 
satisfy the ambition of one man, so many thousands 
shed their blood; and that fora man who contemned 
his own country, disowned his father, and pretended 
to pas3 for a god.” 

These murmer3 were rising to an open insurrection, 
when Alexander, whom nothing could intimidate, 
summoned the officers of his army'into his tent, and 
commanded such of the Egyptian soothsayers who 
were best skilled in the knowledge of the stars, to 
declare what they thought of this phenomenon. 
These knew very well the natural causes of eclipses 
of the moon; but, without entering into physical ar¬ 
guments, they contented themselves with saying, that 
the sun was on the side of the Greeks, and the moon 


s Audacice quoque, qua muxime viguit, ratio minui po¬ 
test; quia nunquara in discrimen venit, an temcre feciaset, 
Q. Curt. 
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on that of the Persians, and that, whenever it suffered 
an eclipse, it always threatened the latter with some 
grievous calamity, whereof they mentioned several 
examples, all which they adduced as true and indis¬ 
putable. Superstition has a surprising-influence over 
the minds of the vulgar. How headstrong and in¬ 
consistent soever they may be, yet if they are once 
struck with a vain image of religion, they will sooner 
obey soothsayers than their leaders. The answer 
made, by the Egyptians being dispersed among the sol¬ 
diers, it revived their hopes and courage. 

The king, purposely to take advantage of this ar¬ 
dour, began his march after midnight. On his right 
hand lay the Tigris, and on his left the mountains 
called Cordycci. At day-break the scouts, whom he 
bad sent to view the enemy, brought word that Da¬ 
rius was marching towards him; upon which he. im¬ 
mediately drew up his forces in battle array, and set 
himself at their head. However, it was afterwards 
found, that they were only a detachment of 1000 horse 
that were sent out to reconnoitre, and which soon re¬ 
tired to the main army. Nevertheless, news was 
brought the king, that Darius was now but 150 sta¬ 
dia, 1 from the place where they then were. 

Not long before this some letters had been inter¬ 
cepted in which Darius solicited the Grecian soldiers 
either to kill or betray Alexander. Nothing can re¬ 
flect so great an odium on the memory of this prince 
as an attempt of that kind; an attempt so cowardly 
and black, and more than once repeated. Alexander 
was in doubt with himself, whether it would be pro¬ 
per for him to read these letters in a full assembly, 
relying as much on the affection and fidelity of the 
Greeks, as on that of the Macedonians. But Parme- 
nio dissuaded him from it; declaring, that it would 
be dangerous even to awake such thoughts in the 
minds of soldiers; that one only was sufficient to 
strike the blow 7 ; and that avarice was capable of at¬ 
tempting the most enormous crimes. Tne king fol¬ 
lowed this prudent counsel, and ordered his army to 
march forward. 

Although Darius had twice sued in vain for peace, 
and imagined that he had nothing to trust to but his 
arms; nevertheless, being overcome by the advanta¬ 
geous reports which had been made to him of Alex¬ 
ander’s tenderness and humanity towards his family, 
be despatched ten of his chief relations, who were to 
offer him fresh conditions of peace, more advantageous 
than the former; and to thank him for the kind treat¬ 
ment he had given his family. Darius had, in the 
former proposals, given him up all the provinces as far 
as the river Halys; but now he added the several ter¬ 
ritories situated between the Hellespont and the Eu¬ 
phrates, that is, all he already possessed. Alexander 
made the following answ'er: “Tell your sovereign, 
that thanks, between persous that make w r ar against 
each other, are superfluous; and that in case I have 
behaved with clemency towards his family, it w T as for 
my own sake, and not for his; to gratify my own in¬ 
clination, and not to please him. To insult the un¬ 
happy is a thing to me unknown. I do not attack 
either prisoners or women, and turn my rage against 
such only as are armed for the fight. If Darius were 
sincere in his demand for peace, I then would debate 
on what was to be done; but since he still continues 
by letters and by money, to spirit up my soldiers to 
betray me, and my friends to murder me, l therefore 
am determined to pursue him with the utmost vigour; 
and that not as an enemy, but a poisoner and an as¬ 
sassin. It indeed becomes him to offer to yield up to 
me w r hat I am already possessed of ! Would he be 
satisfied with ranking second to me, without pretend¬ 
ing to be my equal, I might possibly then hear him. 
Tell him that the world will not permit two suns, nor 
two sovereigns. Let him therefore choose, either to 
surrender to day, or fight me to-morrow, and not 
flatter himself with the hopes of better success than 
he has hitherto had.” Darius’s proposals are certain¬ 
ly not reasonable; but then, is Alexander’s answer 
much more so? In the former we behold a prince, 
who is not yet sensible of his own weakness, or at 


* Seven or eight leagues. 


least who cannot prevail with himself to own it; and 
in the latter, we see a monarch quite intoxicated with 
his good fortune, and carrying his pride to such an 
excess of folly, as is not to be paralleled: “ The world 
will not permit two suns, nor two sovereigns.” If 
this be greatness, and not bombast, I do not know 
what can ever deserve the latter name. The ambas¬ 
sadors having leave to depart, returned back, and 
told Darius that he must now prepare for battle. 
The latter pitched his camp near a village called 
Gaugamela, and the river Bumellus, in a plain at a. 
considerable distance from Arbela. He had before 
levelled the spot which he pitched upon for the field 
of battle, in order that his chariots and cavalry might 
have full room to act; recollecting, that his engaging 
in the straits of Cilicia had lost him the battle fought 
there. At the same time, he had prepared caltraps, 2 
to annoy the enemy’s horse. 

Alexander, upon hearing this news, continued four 
days in the place he then was, to rest his army, and 
surrounded his camp with trenches and palisades; for 
he was determined to leave all his baggage and the 
useless soldiers in it, and march the remainder against 
the enemy, with no other equipage than the arms they 
carried. Accordingly, he set out about nine in the 
evening, in order to tight Darius at day-break; who, 
upon this news, had drawn up his army in order of 
battle. Alexander also marched in battle array; for 
both armies were within two or three leagues of each 
other. When he was arrived at the mountains, 
where he could discover the enemy’s whole army, he 
halted; and having assembled his general officers, as 
well Macedonians as foreigners, he debated whether 
they should engage immediately, or pitch their camp 
in that place. The latter opinion being followed, 
because it was judged proper for them to view the 
field of battle, and the manner in which the enemy 
was drawn up, the army encamped in the same order 
in which it had marched; during which, Alexander, 
at the head of his light infantry, and his royal regi¬ 
ments, inarched round 1.he plain in which the battle 
was to be fought. 

Being returned, he assembled his general officers a 
second time, and told them, that there was no occa¬ 
sion for his making a speech, because their courage 
and great actions were alone sufficient to excite them 
to glory; that he desired them only to represent to 
the soldiers, that they were not to fight, on this occa¬ 
sion, for Phoenicia or Egypt, but for all Asia; which 
would be possessed by him who should conquer; and 
that, after having gone through so many provinces, and 
left behind them so great a number of rivers and 
mountains, they could secure their retreat no other¬ 
wise than by gaining a complete victory. After this 
speech, he ordered them to take some repose. 

It is said that Parmenio advised him to attack the 
enemy in the night time alleging that they might easily 
be defeated, if fallen upon by surprise, and in the 
dark; but the king answered,so loud, that all present 
might hear him, that it did not become Alexander to 
steal a victory, and therefore he was resolved to fight 
and conquer in broad day-light. This was a haughty 
but, at the same time, a prudent answer; for it was 
running great hazard, to fall upon so numerous an 
army in the night time, and in an unknown country. 
Darius, fearing he should be attacked at unawares, 
because he had not intrenched himself, obliged his 
soldiers to continue the whole night under arms, 
W'hich proved of the highest prejudice to him in the 
engagement. 

Alexander, who in the crisis of affairs used always 
to consult the soothsayers, observing very exactly 
whatever they enjoined, in order to obtain the favour 
of the^gods, finding himself upon the point of fighting 
a battle, the success of which was to give empire to 
the conqueror, sent for Aristander, in whom he reposed 
the greatest confidence. He then shut himself up with 
the soothsayer, to make some secret sacrifices; and 
afterwards offered up victims to Fear, 3 which he 

* A caltrap is an instrument composed of spikes. Seve¬ 
ral of these are laid in the fields through w hich tho cavalry 
is to march, in order that they may run into the horses’ feet 
j 3 We must read in Plutarch instead of 
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doubtless did to prevent his troops from being- seized 
with dread, at tne sight of the formidable army of 
Darius. The soothsayer, dressed in his vestments, 
holding vervain, with his head veiled, first repeated 
the prayers which the king was to address to Jupiter, 
to Minerva, and to Victory. The whole being end¬ 
ed, Alexander went to bed, to repose himself during 
the remaining part of the night. As he revolved in 
his mind, not without some emotion, the consequence 
of the battle which was upon the point of being 
fought, he could not sleep immediately. But his bo¬ 
dy being oppressed, in a manner, by the anxiety of 
his mind, he slept soundly the whole night, contrary 
to his usual custom; so that when his generals were 
assembled at day-break before his tent, to receive his 
orders they were greatly surprised to find he was not 
awake; upon which they themselves commanded the 
soldiers to take some refreshment. Parmenio, having 
at last awakened him, and seeming surprised to find 
him in so calm and sweet a sleep, just as he was going 
to fight a battle, in which his whole fortune lay at 
stake: “ How is it possible,” said Alexander, “ for us 
not to be calm, since the enemy is coming to deliver 
himself into our hands'? 1 ’ Immediately he took up 
his arms, mounted his horse, and rode up and down 
the ranks, exhorting the troops to maintain, aDd, if 
possible, to surpass, their ancient fame, and the glory 
they had hitherto acquired. Soldiers, on the day of 
battle, imagine they see the fate of the engagement 
painted in the face of their general. As for Alexan¬ 
der, he had never appeared so calm, so gay, nor so 
resolute. The serenity and security which they ob¬ 
served in him, were in a manner so many assurances 
of the victory. 

There was*a great difference between the two ar¬ 
mies with respect to numbers, but much more so with 
regard to courage. That of Darius consisted at least 
of 600,000 foot, and 40,000 horse;’ and the other of 
no more than 40,000 foot, and 7 or 8,000 horse: hut 
the latter was all fire and strength; whereas, on the 
side of the Persians, it was a prodigious assemblage 
of men, not of soldiers; an empty phantom rather 
than a real army. 2 

Both sides were disposed in very near the same 
array. The forces were drawn up in two lines, the 
cavalry on the two wings, and the infantry in the 
middle; the one and the other being under the parti¬ 
cular conduct of the chiefs of each of the different 
nations that composed them, and commanded in ge¬ 
neral by the principal crown-officers. The front of 
the battle (under Darius) was covered with 200 cha¬ 
riots armed with scythes, and w’ith fifteen elephants, 
that king taking his post in the centre of the first line. 
Besides the guards, which were the flower of his 
forces, he also had fortified himself with the Grecian 
infantry, whom he had drawn up near his person; be¬ 
lieving this body only capable of opposing the Mace¬ 
donian phalanx. As his army spread over a much 
greater space of ground than that of the enemy, he 
intended to surround, and to charge them, at one 
and the same time, both in front and flank. 

But Alexander had guarded against this, by giving 
orders to the commanders of the second line, that in 
case they should be charged in their rear, to face 
about to that side; or else to draw up their troops in 
form of a gibhet, and cover their wings, in case the 
enemy should charge them in flank. He had post¬ 
ed, in the front of his first line, the greatest part of 
his bowmen, slingers, hurlers of javelins, in order that 
these might make head againsi the chariots armed 
with scythes; and frighten the horses, by discharging 
at them a shower of arrows, javelins, and stones. 
Those who led on the wings, were ordered to extend 
them as wide as possible; but in such a manner 
as not to weaken the main body. As for the bag¬ 
gage and the captives, among whom were Darius’s 
mother and children, they were left in the camp, un¬ 
der a small guard. Parmenio commanded, as he had 
always done, the left wing, and Alexander the right. 

When the two armies came in sight, Alexander, 

* According to several historians it amounted to upwards 
Of J,000,000 men. 

Nomina veries quam auxilia. Q. Curt , 


who had been shown the several places where the 
caltrops were hid, extended more and more towards 
the right to avoid them; and the Persians advanced 
forward in proportion. Darius, being afraid lest the 
Macedonians should draw him from the spot of ground 
he had levelled, and carry him into another that was 
rough and uneven, where his armed chariots could not 
act, commanded the cavalry in Ins left wing, which 
spread much farther than that of the enemy’s right, 
to march right forward, and wheel about upon the 
Macedonians in flank, to prevent them from extending 
their line farther. Then Alexander despatched against 
them the body of horse in his service commanded by 
Menidas; but as these were not able to make head 
against the enemy, because of their prodigious num¬ 
bers, he reinforced them with the lAeonians, whom 
Aretas commanded, and with the foreign cavalry. 
The Barbarians gave way at first, but soon returned 
to (he charge. Besides the advantage of numbers, 
they had that also of their coats of mail, which se¬ 
cured themselves and their horses much more. Alex¬ 
ander’s cavalry was much annoyed; however, they 
sustained the charge with great bravery, and at last 
put them to flight. 

Upon this the Persians drove the chariots armed 
with scythes against the Macedonian phalanx, in order 
to break it, but with little success. The noise which 
the soldiers who formed that body made, by strik¬ 
ing their swords against their bucklers, and the ar¬ 
rows which flew on all sides, frightened the horses, 
and made a great number of them turn back against 
their own troops. Others, laying hold of the horses’ 
bridles, pulled the riders down, and cut them to pie¬ 
ces. Part of the chariots drove between the batta¬ 
lions, which opened to make way for them, as they 
had been ordered to do, by which means they did lit¬ 
tle or no execution. 

Alexander, seeing Darius set his whole army in 
motion in order to charge him, employed a stratagem 
to encourage his soldiers. When the battle was at 
the hottest, and the Macedonians were in the greatest 
danger, Aristander, the soothsayer, clothed in his 
white robes, holding a branch of laurel in his hand, 
advances among the troops, as he had been instruct¬ 
ed by the king: and, crying that he saw an eagle ho¬ 
vering over Alexander’s head (a sure omeo of victo¬ 
ry,) he showed with his finger the pretended bird to 
the soldiers; who, relying upon the sincerity of the 
soothsayer, fancied they also saw it; and thereup¬ 
on renewed the attack with greater cheerfulness and 
ardour than ever. Then the king perceiving that 
Aretas, after having charged the cavalry, and put them 
into disorder, upon their advancing to surround his 
right wing, had begun to break ihe foremost ranks of 
the main body of the Barbarian army; marched to 
support him with the flower of his troops, when he 
quite broke the enemy’s left wing, which had already 
begun to give way; and without pursuing the forces 
which he had thrown into disorder, he wheeled to the 
left, in order to fall upon the body in which Darius 
had posted himself. The presence of the two kings 
inspired both sides with new vigour. Darius was 
mounted on a chariot, and Alexander on horseback; 
both surrounded with their bravest officers and sol¬ 
diers, whose only endeavour was to save the lives of 
their respective princes, at the hazard of their own. 
The battle was obstinate and bloody. Alexander hav¬ 
ing wounded Darius’s equerry with a javelin, the Per¬ 
sians, as well as the Macedonians, imagined that the 
king was killed; upon which the former, breaking 
aloud into the most dismal lamentations, the whole 
army was seized with the greatest consternation. The 
relations of Darius, who were at his left hand, fled 
away with the guards, and so abandoned the chariot; 
but those who were at his right, took him into the 
centre of their body. Historians relate, that this 
prince, having drawn his sciiuetar, reflected whether 
he ought not to lay violent hands upon himself rather 
than fly in an ignominious manner; but, perceiving 
from his chariot that his soldiers still fought, he was 
ashamed to forSake them; and, as he was waver¬ 
ing between hope and despair, the Persians retired 
insensibly, and thinned their ranks; when it could 
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no longer be called a battle, but a slaughter. Then 
Darius, turning about 'his chariot, fled with the rest; 
and the conqueror was now wholly employed in pur¬ 
suing him. 

Whilst all this was doing in the right wing of the 
Macedonians, where the victory was not doubtful; 
the left wing, commanded by Parmenio, was in great 
danger. A detachment of the Persian, Indian, and 
Parthian horse, which were the best in all the Persian 
army, having broke through the infantry on the left, 
advanced to the very baggage. The moment the 
captives saw them arrive in the camp, they armed 
themselves with every thing that came first to hand, 
and joining the cavalry, rushed upon the Macedoni¬ 
ans, who were now charged both before and behind. 
They, at the same time, told Sysigambis, that Darius 
had won the battle (for this they believed;) that the 
whole baggage was plundered, and that she was now 
going to rocover her liberty. But this princess, who 
was a woman of great wisdom, though this news af¬ 
fected her in the strongest manner, could not easily 
give credit to it; and being unwilling to exasperate, 
by too hasty a joy, a conqueror who had treated her 
with so much humanity, did not discover the least 
emotion; did not once change countenance, nor let 
drop a single word; hut in her usual posture, calmly 
waited till the event should denounce her fate. 

Parmenio, upon the first report of this nttack, had 
despatched a messenger to Alexander to acquaint him 
with the danger to wliich the camp was exposed, and 
to receive his orders. “Above all things,” said the 
prince, “ let him not weaken his main body; let him 
not mind the baggage, but apply himself wholly to 
the engagement; for victory will not only restore us 
our own possessions, but also give those of the enemy 
into our hands.” The general officers, who com¬ 
manded the infantry, which formed the centre of the 
second line, seeing the enemy, were going to make 
themselves masters of the camp and baggage, made 
a half-turn to the right, in obedience to the order 
which had heen given, and fell upon the Persians be¬ 
hind, many of whom were cut to pieces, and the rest 
obliged to retire; but as these were horse, the Mace¬ 
donian foot could not follow them. 

Soon after, Parmenio himself ivas exposed to much 
greater peril. Mazaeus, having rushed upon him with 
all his cavalry, charged the Macedonians in flank, and 
began to surround them. Immediately Parmenio 
sent Alexander advice of the danger he was in; de¬ 
claring, that in case he were not immediately suc¬ 
coured, it would be impossible for him to keep his 
soldiers together. The prince was actually in pursuit 
of Darius, and fancying he was almost come up with 
him, rode with the utmost speed. He flattered him¬ 
self, that he should absolutely put an end to the war, 
in case he could but seize his person. But, upon this 
news, he turned about in order to succour his left 
wing, shuddering with rage to see his prey and victo¬ 
ry torn in this manner from him; and complaining 
against fortune, for having favoured Darius more in 
bis flight, than himself in the pursuit of that monarch. 

Alexander, in his march, met the enemy’s horse 
who bad plundered the baggage, returning in good 
order, and retiring, not as soldiers who had beyn de¬ 
feated, but almost as if they had gained the victory. 
And now the battle became more obstinate than be¬ 
fore; for the Barbarians marching close in columns, 
not in order of battle but of march, it was very diffi¬ 
cult to break through them; and they did not amu9e 
themselves w ith throwing javelins, nor with wheeling 
about according to their usual custom; but man en¬ 
gaging against man,each did all that lay in his power 
to unhorse his enemy. Alexander lost threescore of 
his guards in this attack. Hephcestion, Coenus, and 
Menidas, were wounded in it; however he triumphed 
on this occasion, and all the Barbarians were cut to 
pieces, except such as forced their way through his 
squadrons. 

During this, news had been brought Mazteus that 
Darius was defeated; upon which, being greatly 
alarmed and dejected by the ill success of that mo¬ 
narch, though the advantage was entirely on his side, 
he ceased to charge the enemy, who were nowin dis¬ 


order, so briskly as before. Parmenio could not con¬ 
ceive how it came to pass, that the battle, which be¬ 
fore was carried on so warmly, should slacken on a 
sudden; however, like an able commander, who seizes 
every advantage, solely intent upon inspiring his sol¬ 
diers with fresh vigour, he observed to them, that 
the terror which spread throughout the enemy’s 
ranks, was the forerunner of their defeat; and fired 
them with the notion how glorious it would be for 
them to put the last hand to the victory. Upon this 
exhortation, they recovered their former hopes and 
bravery; and transformed on a sudden, as it were, 
into olher men, they gave the horses the rein, and 
charged the enemy with so much fury, as threw them 
into the greatest disorder, and obliged them to fly. • 
Alexander came up at that instant, and overjoyed to 
find the scale turned in his favour,and the enemy en¬ 
tirely defeated, he renewed (in concert with ratnie- 
nio)*the pursuit of Darius. He rode as far asArbda, 
where he fancied he should come up with that mo¬ 
narch and all his baggage; but Darius bad only just 
passed by it, and left his treasure a prey to the ene¬ 
my, with his bow and shield. 

Such was the success of this famous battle, which 
gave empire to the conqueror. According to Arrian, 
the Persians lost 300,000 men, besides those who were 
taken prisoners; which, at least, is a proof that the 
loss was very great on their side. That of Alexander 
was very inconsiderable, he not losing, according to 
the last mentioned author, 1200 men, most of whom 
were horse. 

This engagement was fought in the 
month of October, 1 about the same A. M. 3674. 
time that, two years before, the bat- Ant. J. C. 330. 
tie of Issus was fought. As Gauga- 
mela, in Assyria, the spot where the two armies en¬ 
gaged, w'as a small place of very little note, this was 
called the battle of Arbela, that being the nearest city 
to the field of battle. 

SECTION IX.— ALEXANDER POSSESSES HIMSELF 

OF ARBELA, BABYLON, SUSA, FERSEPOLIS, AND 

FINDS IMMENSE RICHES IN THOSE CITIES. AT A 

BANQUET HE SETS FIRE TO THE PALACE OF PER- 

SEPOLIS. 

ALEXANDER’S first care, 2 after his obtaining the 
victory, was to offer magnificent sacrifices tothegod3 
by way of thanksgiving. He afterwards rewarded 
such as had signalized themselves remarkably in the 
battle; bestowed riche3 upon them with a very libe¬ 
ral hand, and gave to eacli of them houses, employ¬ 
ments, and governments. But, being desirous of ex¬ 
pressing more particularly his gratitude to the Greeks, 
for having appointed him generalissimo, against the 
Persian®, he gave orders for abolishing the several ty¬ 
rannical institutions that hud started up in Greece; 
that the cities should be restored to their liberties, and 
all their rights and privileges. He wrote particularly 
to the Platasans, declaring, that it wa9 his desire their 
city should be rebuilt, to reward the zeal and bravery 
by” which their ancestors had distinguished them¬ 
selves, in defending the common liberties of Greece. 
He also sent part of the spoils to the people of Cro- 
tona in Italy; to honour, after the lapse of so ruany 
years, the good-will and courage of Pbayllus the 
wrestler, n native of their country, 3 who (whilst war 
was carrying on by the Medes, and when all the rest 
of the Greeks that were settled in Italy had abandon¬ 
ed the true Grecians, imagining they were entirely 
undone) fitted out a galley at his own expense, and 
sailed to Salamis, to partake of the danger to which 
his countrymen were at that time exposed. So great 
a friend and encourager, says Plutarch, was Alexan¬ 
der, of every kind of virtue; considering himself 
obliged in a manner to perpetuate the remembrance 
of all great actions, to give them the immortality they 

i The month, called by the Greeks Boedromion, answers 
partly lo our month of October. 

a Diod. 1. xvii. p. 538—540. Arrian. 1. iii. p. 127—133. 
Pint, in Alex. p. 685—688. Q,. Curt. 1. v. c. 1—7. Justin. 

1. xi.e. 14. 

3 Herodotus relates ibis history in very few words, 1. viii. 
c. 47. 
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merited, and propose them to posterity as so many 
models for their imitation. 

Darius, after his defeat, with very few attendants, 
had rode towards the river Lycus. After crossing it, 
several advised him to break down the bridge, be¬ 
cause the enemy pursued him. Rut he made this ge¬ 
nerous answer:* “That life was not so dear to him,as 
to make him desire to preserve it by the destruction 
of so many thousands of his subjects and faithful allies, 
who, by that means, would be delivered up to the 
mercy of the enemy; that they had as much right to 
pass over this bridge as their'sovereign, and conse¬ 
quently that it ought to be os open to them as to him¬ 
self.” After riding a great number of leagues full 
speed, he arrived at midnight at Arbela. From 
thence he tied towards Media, over the Armenian 
mountains, followed by his nobility and a few of his 
guards. The reason of his going that way was, his 
supposing that Alexander would proceed towards Ba¬ 
bylon and Susa, there to enjoy the fruits of his victo¬ 
ry; besides, a numerous army could not pursue him 
by this road; whereas, in the other, horses and chari¬ 
ots might advance with great ease; not to mention 
that the country was very fruitful. 

A few days after, Arbela surrendered to Alexan¬ 
der, who found in it a great quantity of furniture be¬ 
longing to the crown, rich clothes, anti othe r precious 
articles, with 4000 talents, (about 775,000/.,) and all 
the riche? of the army, which Darius had left there 
at hi? setting out against Alexander, as was before ob¬ 
served. But he was soon obliged to leave that place, 
because of the diseases that spread in his camp, oc¬ 
casioned by the infection of the dead bodies which 
covered all the field of battle. This prince advanced 
therefore over the plains towards Babylon, and, after 
four days’ march, arrived at Memnis, where, in a cave, 
is seen the celebrated fountain which throws out bitu¬ 
men, in such quantities, that, we are told, it was used 
as cement in building the walls of Babylon. 

But what Alexander admired most, was a great gulf, 
which streamed perpetually rivulets of fire, as from 
ap inexhaustible spring; and a flood of naphtha, which 
overflowing, from the prodigious quantities of it, 
formed a great lake pretty near the gulf. This naph¬ 
tha is exactly like bitumen, but has one quality more, 
viz. its catching fire so very suddenly, that, before it 
touches a flame, it takes fire merely from the light 
that surrounds the flame, and sets the air between both 
on fire. The Barbarians being desirous of showing 
the king the strength and subtle nature of this com¬ 
bustible" substance, scattered several drops of it up 
and down after his arrival in Babylon, in that street 
which went up to the house he had chosen for his re¬ 
sidence, After this, going to the other end of the 
stFeet, they brought torches near the places where 
those drops were fallen (for it was night,) and the 
drops which were nighest the torches taking fire on a 
sudden, the flame ran in an instant to the other end; 
by which means the whole street seemed in one ge¬ 
neral conflagration. 2 

When Alexander drew near Babylon, Mazaetis, 
who had retired thither after the battle of Arbela, 
surrendered himself, with his children, who were 
grown up, and gave the city into his hands. The 
king was very well pleased with his arrival; for he 
would have met with great difficulties in besieging a 
mty of such importance, and so well provided with 
every thing. Besides his being a person of quality, 
and very brave, he had also acquired great honour in 
the last battle; and others might be prompted, from 
the example he set them, to imitate him. Alexander 

1 Non ita se saluti sure vello consultnm, ut tot millia soci- 
orum hosli objir.iat: debere et aliis fugae viam patere quae 
patuerit sibi. Justin. 

5 [This place is called Mcmmium by others. It is placed 
by Kennel on the Little Zab, and 38 geographical milof^S. 
in direct distance from Irbil, nod 5 N. of lbe mudern Kir- 
kook. Iismodern nppellatinn is Kurkar Baba, and answers 
to the Corcurn of Ptolemy, if Kirkook.be not it. In Kin- 
nier’s maps Kirkook is placed CO British miles P, of Irhil, 
and 15 miles S. \V. of Memnis. A number of naphtha pits 
still exist at Memnis or Korknr Baba. The bitumen used 
for cement in the eroetjon of the walls might be got here or 
at Haditha on the Euphrates, N. W. of Babylon.] | 
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1 entered the city at the head of his whole nrmy, as if 
he had been marching to a battle. The wall* of Ba- 
b) Ion were lined with people, notwithstanding the 
greatest part of the citizens were gone out to meet 
him, from the impatient desire they had to see their 
new sovereign, whose renown had far outstripped his 
march. Bagophanes, governor of the fortress and 
guardian of the treasure, unwilling to discover les3 
zeal than Maz;eus, strewed the streets with flowers, 
and raised on both sides of the way silver altars, 
which smoked not only with frankincense, but the 
most fragrant perfumes of every kind. Last of all 
came the presents which were to be made to the king, 
viz. herds of cattle, and a great number of horses; as 
also lions and panthers, which were carried in cages. 
After these the magi walked, singing hymns after the 
manner of their country; then the Chaldeans, accom¬ 
panied by the Babylonish soothsayers and musicians: 
it was customary tor the latter to sing the praises of 
their kings to their instruments; and the Chaldeans 
to observe the motion of the planets, and the vicissi¬ 
tude of the seasons. The rear was brought up by the 
Babylonish cavalry, of which both men and horses 
were so sumptuous, that imagination can scarce con¬ 
ceive their magnificence. The king caused the people 
to walk after his infantry, and himself, surrounded 
with his guards, and seated on a chariot, entered the 
city; and from thence rode to the palace, us in a kind 
of triumph. The next day he took a view of all Da¬ 
rius’s money and moveables. Of the moneys which 
he found in Babylon, he gave, by way of extraordi¬ 
nary recompense, to each Macedonian horseman six 
mince (about 15/.;) to each foreign horseman two 
mince (about 5Z.;) to every Macedonian foot sol¬ 
dier, two mince; and to every* one of the rest, two 
months of their ordinary pay. He gave orders pur¬ 
suant to the advice of the magi, with whom he had 
several conferences, for the rebuilding the temples 
which Xerxes had demolished; and, among others, 
that of Beluf who was held in greater veneration at 
Babylon thatVW other deity. He gave the govern¬ 
ment of the province to Mazseus, and the command 
of the forces he left there to Apollodorus of Amphi- 
polis. 

Alexander, in the midst of the hurry and tumult of 
war, still preserved a love for the sciences. He used 
often to converse with the Chaldeans, who had al¬ 
ways applied themselves to the study of astronomy 
from the earliest times, and gained great fame by 
their knowledge in it.3 They presented him with 
astronomical observations, taken by their predeces¬ 
sors during the space of 1903 years, which conse¬ 
quently went as far backward as the age of Nimrod. 
These’were sent by Callisthenes, who accompanied 
Alexander, to Aristotle. 

The king resided longer in Babylon than he had 
done in any other city, which was of great prejudice 
to the discipline of his forces. The people, even from 
a religious motive, abandoned themselves to pleasures, 
to voluptuousness, and the most infamous excesses; 
nor did ladies, though of the highest quality, observe 
any decorum, or show the least reserve in their licen¬ 
tiousness, but gloried therein, so far from endeavour- 
in"- to conceal it, or blushing at their enormity. It 
must be confessed, that this army of soldiers, which 
had triumphed over Asia, after having thus enervated 
themselves, and rioted, as it were, in the sloth and 
luxury of the city of Babylon,for thirty-four days to- 
"•ether, would have been scarce able to complete their 
exploits, had they been opposed by an enemy. But, 
as they were reinforced from time to time, these irre¬ 
gularities were not so visible; for Amyntas. brought 
6000 foot and 500 Macedonian horse, which were 
sent by Antipater; and 600 Thracian horse, with 
3500 foot of the same nation; besides 4000 mercena¬ 
ries from Peloponnesus, with near 400 horses. 

The above-mentioned Amyntas had also brought 
the king fifty Macedonian youths, sons to noblemen 
of the highest quality in the country, to serve as his 
o-uards. These youths waited upon him at table, 
brought him his horses when in the field, attended 

a Porphyr, apud Simplic. in lib. ii. de Ccelo. 
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upon him in parties of hunting, and kept guard at the 
door of his apartment by turns; and these were the 
first steps to the highest employments both in the army 
and the state. 

After Alexander had left Babylon, he entered the 
province of Sitacena, the soil of which is very fruit¬ 
ful, and productive of every thing valuable, which 
made him continue the longer in it. But lest indo¬ 
lence should enervate the courage of his soldiers, he 
proposed prizes for such of them as should exert the 
greatest bravery; and appointed as judges of the ac¬ 
tions of those wlio should dispute this honour, persons, 
who themselves had been eye-witnesses of the proofs 
of bravery which each soldier had given in the former 
battles, for on these only the prizes were to be be¬ 
stowed. To each of the eight men who were pro¬ 
nounced most valiant, he gave a regiment, consisting 
of 1000 men: whence those officers were called Clti- 
liarchi. This was the first time that regiments were 
composed of so great a number of soldiers, as they 
consisted before but of 500, and had not yet been the 
reward of valour. The soldiers ran in crowds to 
view this illustrious sight, not only as eye-witnesses 
of the actions of all, but as judges over the judges 
themselves; because they might perceive very easily 
whether rewards were bestowed on merit, or merely 
by favour; a circumstance in which soldiers can never 
be imposed upon. The prizes seem to have been dis¬ 
tributed with the »utmost equity and justice. 

He likewise made several very advantageous changes 
in military discipline, as established by his prede¬ 
cessors; for he formed one single body of his whole 
cavalry, without showing any regard to the difference 
of nations, and appointed such officers to command 
them, as they themselves thought fit to nominate; 
whereas before, the horse of every nation used to fight 
under its own particular standard, and was command¬ 
ed by a colonel of its country. The trumpet’s sound 
used to be the signal for the march; but ns it very fre¬ 
quently could not be well heard, becausihof the great 
noise that is made in decamping, he gave orders that 
a standard should be set up over his tent, which might 
be seen by his whole army. lie also appointed fire 
to be the signal in the night-time, and smoke in the day. 

Alexander marched afterwards towards Susa, where 
he arrived twenty days after his leaving Babylon. As 
he came near it, Abutiti s, governor of the province, 
sent his son to meet him, with a promise to surrender 
the city into his hands; whether he was prompted to 
this from his own inclination, or did it in obedience 
to the orders of Darius, to amuse Alexander with the 
hopes of plunder, the king gave this young nobleman 
a very gracious reception, who conducted him to the 
river Choaspes, the waters of which are so famous, 
upon account of their exquisite taste. 1 The kings of 
Persia never drank of any other, and, whithersoever 
they went, a quantity of it, after having been put over 
the fire, was always carried after them in silver vases. 
It was here that Abntites came to wait upon him, 
bringing presents worthy of a king; among which 
were dromedaries of incredible swiftness, and twelve 
elephants which Darius had sent for from India. Be¬ 
ing come into the city, he took immense sums out of 
the treasury, with 50,000 talents ofsilvei-2 in ore and 
ingot3, besides moveables, and a thousand other things 
of infinite value. This wealth was the produce of the 
exactions imposed for several centuries upon the com¬ 
mon people, from whose sweat and poverty immense 
revenues were raised. The Persian monarchs fancied 
they had amassed them for their children and poste¬ 
rity; but, in one hour, they fell into the hands of a 
foreign king, who was able to make a right use of 
them; for Alexander seemed to be merely the guar¬ 
dian or trustee of the immense riches which he found 
hoarded up in Persia; and applied them to no other 
use than the rewarding of merit and courage. 

Among other things, there were found 5000 quintals 5 

i Herod lib. i. c. 

3 About seven millions five hundred thousand pounds. 

® The reader will have an idea of the prodigious value of 
this, when he is told, that this purple was sold at the rate 

of a hundred crowns a pound. The quintal is a hundred 

"weight of Paris, 


ofHermione * 3 4 purple, the finest in the world, wmeb 
had been treasured up there during the space of 190 
years; notwithstanding which, its beauty and lustre 
were nowise diminished. 

Here likewise was found a part of the rarities which 
Xerxes had brought from Greece; and, among others, 
the hrazen statues of Harmodius and Aristogiton, 
which Alexander sent afterwards to Athens, where 
they were standing in Arrian’s time. 5 

The king being resolved to march into Persia, ap¬ 
pointed Archelaus governor of the city of Susa, with 
a garrison of 3000 men; Mezarus, one of the lords of 
his court, was made governor of the qitaa'el, with 1000 
Macedonian soldiers, who could not follow him by 
reason of their great age. He gave the government 
of Susiana to Abutites. 

He left Darius’s mother and children in Susa; and 
having received from Macedonia a great quantity of 
purple stuffs and rich habits, made after the fashion 
of the country, he presented them to Sysigamois, to¬ 
gether with the artificers who had wrought them; for 
he had paid her every kind of honour, and loved her 
as tenderly as if she had been his mother. He like¬ 
wise commanded the messengers to tell her, that in 
case she was pleased with those stuffs, she might make 
her grandchildren learn the art of weaving them, by 
way of amusement; and to give them as presents to 
whomsoever they should think proper. At these 
words, the tears which fell from her eyes showed but 
too evidently how greatly she was displeased with 
these gifts, and how insulting she considered the mes¬ 
sage; the working in wool being considered by the 
Persian women as the highest ignominy. Those who 
carried these presents, having told the king that Sy- 
sigambis was very much dissatisfied, he thought him¬ 
self obliged to make an apology for what he had done, 
and administer some consolation to her. According¬ 
ly, he paid her a visit, when he spoke thus: “ Mother, 
the stuff’ in which you see me clothed, was not only a 
present from my sisters, but wrought by their fingers. 
Hence 1 beg you to believe, that the custom of my 
country misted me; and do not consider that as in¬ 
sult, which was owing entirely to ignorance. I be¬ 
lieve I have not as yet done any thing which I knew 
interfered with your manners and customs. I was 
told, that among the Persians it is a sort of crime for 
a son to seat himself in his mother’s presence, with¬ 
out first obtaining her leave. You are sensible how 
cautious I have always been in this particular; and 
that 1 never sat down, till you had first laid your com¬ 
mands upon me to do so. And every time that ycu 
were going to fall prostrate before me, I only ask you 
whether I would suffer it? As the highest testimony 
Of the veneration I have for you, I have always called 
you by the tender name of mother, though this be¬ 
longs properly to Olympias alone, to whom I owe my 
birth.” « 

What I have just now related, may suggest two re¬ 
flections, both which, in my opinion, are very natu¬ 
ral, and at the same time of the utmost importance. 

First, we see to how great a height the Persians (so 
vain and haughty in other respects) carried the vene¬ 
ration they showed their parents. The reader, doubt¬ 
less remembers, that Cyrus the Great, in the midst of 
his conquests, and at the most brilliant era of his 
good fortune, would not accept of the advantageous 
offer made him by Cyaxares, his uncle, of giving him 
his daughter in marriage, and Media for her dowry, 
till he had first advised with his father and mother, 
and ohtained their consent. History informs us, 6 * 
here, that among the Persians, a son, how great $nd 
powerful soever he might be, never dared to seat him¬ 
self before his mother, till he had first obtained her 
leave; and that to do otherwise was considered as a 
crime. Alas! how widely different are our manners. 

Secondly, I discover in the same relation, several 


4 Hermione was a city of Argolis. where the best purple 
was dyed. 

* What Arrian ascribes here to Alexander, in regard to 
the sialues of Harmodius and Aristogiton, is attributed by 
other historians to other princes. 

s Scio apud vos, filium in conspectu mafris nefas esse con* 
siderc, nisi cum ilia permisit. Quint . Curt. 
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valuable footsteps of that happy simplicity which pre¬ 
vailed in ancient times, when it was the custom for 
ladies, though of the greatest distinction, to employ 
themselves in useful and sometimes laborious works. 
Every one knows what is told us in Scripture to this 
purpose concerning Rebekah, Rachel, and several 
others. We read in Homer, of princesses themselves 
drawing water from springs, and washing, with their 
own hands, the linen of their respective families. 
Here the sisters of Alexander, 1 that is, the daughters 
of a powerful prince, are employed in making clothes 
for their brother. The celebrated Lucretia used to 
spin in the midst of her female attendants. Augustus, 
who was sovereign of the world, wore, for several 
years together, no other clothes but what his wife and 
sister made him. It was a custom in the northern 
parts of the world, not many years since, for the 
princes, who then sat upon the throne, to prepare 
several of the dishes at every meal. In a word, 
needle-work, the care of domestic affairs, a serious 
and retired life, is the proper function of women, and 
for this they were designed by Providence. The de¬ 
pravity of the age has indeed affixed to these customs, 
which are very near as old as the creation, an idea of 
meanness and contempt: but then, what has it sub¬ 
stituted in the room of the hardy and vigorous exer¬ 
cises which a proper education enabled the sex to un¬ 
dertake, in the room of that laborious and useful life 
which was spent at home? A languid indolence, a 
stupid idleness, frivolous conversation, vain amuse¬ 
ments, a strong passion for public shows, and a frantic 
love for gaming. Let us compare these two charac¬ 
ters, and then pronounce which of them may justly 
boast its being founded on good sense, solid judgment, 
and a taste for truth and nature. It must, neverthe¬ 
less, be confessed, in honour of the fair sex and of our 
nation, that several ladies among us, and those of the 
highest quality, make it not only a duty, but a plea¬ 
sure, to employ themselves in works, not of a trifling, 
but of the most useful kind; and to make part of their 
furniture with their own hands, I also might add, 
that great numbers of these adorn their minds with 
agreeable, and, at the same time, serious and useful 
studies. 

Alexander, having taken his leave of Sysigambis, 
who now was extremely well satisfied, arrived on the 
banks of a river, called by the inhabitants of the coun¬ 
try Pasi-Tigris. 2 3 Having crossed it with 9000 foot 
and 3000 horse, consisting of Agnails, as well as of 
Grecian mercenaries, and a reinforcement of 3000 
Thracians, he entered the country of the Uxii. This 
region lies near Susa and extends to the frontiers of 
Persia; a narrow pass only lying between it and 
Susiana. Madetes commanded this province. This 
man was not a time server, 4 not a follower of fortune; 
but faithful to his sovereign, he resolved to hold out to 
the last extremity; and for this purpose had withdrawn 
into his own city, which stood in the midst of craggy 
rocks, and was surrounded with precipices. Having 
been forced from thence, he retired into the citadel, 
whence the besieged sent thirty deputies to Alexan¬ 
der, to sue for quarter; which they obtained, at 'ast, 
by the intercession of Sysigambis. The king not on¬ 
ly pardoned Madetes, who was a near relation of that 
princess, but likewise set all the captives, and those 
who had surrendered themselves, at liberty; permit¬ 
ted them to enjoy their several rights and privileges; 
would not suffer the city to be plundered, and per¬ 
mitted them to plough their lands without paying any 
tax or tribute. Could Sysigambis have possibly ob¬ 
tained more from her own son on this occasion, had 
he been the victor? 

The Uxii being subdued, Alexander gave part of 
his army to Parmenio, and commanded him to march 
it through the plain: whilst himself, at the head of 
his light-armed troops, crossed the mountains, which 

^ i Maier, hanc vestem, qua indutus sum, sororum non so¬ 
lum donum, sod etiam opus vides. Quint. Curt. 

» Tliis is a different river from the Tigris. 

* [This river is ihe modern Jerahi. See a former note on 
Susa and ibe river Gyndes.] 

* Haud gane temporum homo: quippe ultima pro fide ex- 
periri decreverat. Quint. Curl, 


extend as far as Persia. The fifth day he arrived at 
the pass of Susa. Ariobarzanes, with 4000 foot and 
700 horse, had taken possession of those rocks which 
are craggy on all sides, and posted the Barbarians at 
the summit, out of the reach of arrows. He also had 
built a wall in those passes, and encamped his forces 
under it. As soon as Alexander advanced in order to 
attack him, the Barbarians rolled, from the top of the 
mountains, stones of a prodigious size, which falling 
from rock to rock, rushed forward with the greater 
violence., and at once crushed to pieces whole bands 
of soldiers. The king being very much terrified at 
this sight; commanded a retreat to be sounded; and 
it was with the utmost grief he saw himself not only 
stopped at this pass, but deprived of all hopes of ever 
being able to force it. 

\\ hilst he was revolving these gloomy thoughts, a 
Grecian prisoner presented himself to Alexander, and 
promised to conduct him to the top of the mountain 
by another way. The king accepted of the offer, and 
leaving the superintendance of the camp and of the 
army to Craterus, he commanded him to cause a great 
number of fires to be lighted, in order that the Bar¬ 
barians might thereby be more strongly induced to 
believe, that Alexander was there in person. After 
this, taking some chosen troops with him, beset out, 
going through all the by-ways as his guide directed. 
But, besides that these paths were very craggy, and 
the rocks so slippery that their feet would scarce 
stand upon them; the soldiers were also very much, 
distressed by the snows which the winds had brought 
together, and which were so deep, that the men fell 
into them, as into so many ditches; and when their 
comrades endeavoured to draw them out, they them¬ 
selves would likewise sink into them; not to mention, 
that their fears were greatly increased by the horrors 
of the night, by their being in an unknown country, 
and conducted by a guide whose fidelity was doubt¬ 
ful. After having gone through many difficulties and 
dangers, they at last got to the top of the mountain. 
Then going down, they discovered the enemy’s corps- 
de-garde, and appeared behind them sword in hand, 
at a time when they least expected it. Such as made 
the least defence, who were but few, were cut to 
pieces; by which means the cries of the dying on one 
side, and on the other the fright of those who were 
retiring to their main body, spread so great a terror, 
that they fled, without striking a blow. At this noise 
Craterus advanced, as Alexander had commanded 
when he left him, and seized the pass, which, till 
then, had resisted his attacks; and at the same time 
Philotas advanced forwards by another way, with 
Amyntas, Coenus, and Polysperchon, and broke quite 
through the Barbarians, who now were attacked on 
every side. The greatest part of them were cut to 
pieces, and those who fled, fell into precipices. Ari¬ 
obarzanes, with part of the cavalry, escaped through 
mountains. 

Alexander, in consequence of the good fortune 
which constantly attended him in all his undertak¬ 
ings, having extricated himself happily out of the dan¬ 
ger to which he was so lately exposed, marched im¬ 
mediately towards Persia. On the road he received 
letters from Tiridates, governor of Persepolis, which 
informed him, that the inhabitants of that city, upon 
the report of his advancing towards him, were deter¬ 
mined to plunder Darius’s treasures, with which he 
was intrusted, and therefore that it was necessary for 
him to make all the haste imaginable to seize them 
himself; that he had only the Araxes 5 to cross, after 
which the road was smooth and easy. Alexander, 
upon this news, leaving his infantry behind, marched 
the whole night at the head of his cavalry, who were 
very much harassed by the length and swiftness of 
tliis march, and passed the Araxes on a bridge, which, 
by bis order, had been built some days before. 

But, as he drew near the city, he perceived a large 
body of men, who exhibited a memorable example 
of the extremest misery. These were about 800 
Greeks, very far advanced in years, who, having been 
made prisoners of war, had suffered all the torments 
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which the Persian tyranny could indict. They ba:I 
cut off the hands of some, the feet of others; the'noses 
and ears of others; after which, having impressed, by 
/ire, barbarous characters on their faces, they had the 
inhumanity to keep them as so many laughing-stocks, 
with which they glutted their eyes and their cruelty. 
They appeared like so many shadows, rather than like 
men; speech being almost the only thing by which 
they were known to be such. Alexander could not 
refrain from tears at this sight; and as they unanimous¬ 
ly besought him to commiserate their condition, he 
bid them, with the utmost tenderness, not to despond, 
and assured them that they should again see their 
wives and country. This proposal, which one 
might suppose should naturally have filled them with 
joy, perplexed them very much, various opinions 
arising on the occasion. “ How will it be possible,” 
said one of them, “for us to appear publicly before 
all Greece, in the dreadful condition to which we are 
reduced; a condition still more shameful than dissa¬ 
tisfactory? The best way to bear misery is to conceal 
it; and no country is so sweet to the wretched as so¬ 
litude, and an oblivion of their past happiness. Be¬ 
sides, how will it be possible for us to undertake so 
long a journey ? Driven to a great distance from Eu¬ 
rope, banished to the most remote parts of the east, 
worn out with age, and most of our limbs maimed, 
Can we pretend to undergo fatigues, which have wea¬ 
ried even a triumphant arm}’? The only thing that 
now remains for us, is to hide our misery, and to end 
our days among those who are already so accustomed 
to our misfortunes.” Others, in whom the love of 
their couutry extinguished all other sentiments, re¬ 
presented, “ that the gods offered them what they 
should not even have dared to ask, viz. their country, 
tbeir wives, their children, and all those things for 
whose sake men are fond of life, and despise death; 
that they had long enough borne the sad yoke of 
slavery; and that nothing happier could present it¬ 
self than their being indulged the bliss of going at 
last to breathe the air of liberty, to resume their an¬ 
cient manners, laws, and sacrifices, and to die in the 
presence of their wives and children.” 

However the former opinion prevailed; and ac¬ 
cordingly they besought the king to permit them to 
continue in a country where they had spent so many 
years. He granted their request, and presented each 
of them 3000 drachmas; 1 five men’s suits of clothes, 
and the same number for women; two couple of oxen 
to plough their lands, and corn to sow them. He 
commanded the governor of the province not to suf¬ 
fer them to be molested in any manner, anti ordered 
that they should be free from taxes and tributes of 
every kind. Such behaviour as this was truly royal. 
It was, indeed, impossible for Alexander to restore 
them the limbs, of which the Persians had so cruelly 
deprived them; but he restored them to liberty, tran¬ 
quillity, and abundance. Thrice happy those princes, 
who are affected with the pleasure which arises from 
the doing of good actions, and who melt with pity 
for the unfortunate ! 

Alexander, having called together, the next day, 
the generals of his army, represented to them, “That 
no city in the world had ever been more fatal to the 
Greeks than Persepolis, the ancient residence of the 
Persian nionarchs, and the capital of their empire: 
that it was from thence all those mighty armies pour¬ 
ed, which had overflowed Greece; and whence Da¬ 
rius first, and afterwards Xerxes, had carried the fire¬ 
brand of the most accursed war, which had laid waste 
all Europe; and therefore that it was incumbent on 
them to revenge the manes of tbeir ancestors.” It 
was already abandoned by the Persians, who all lied 
os fear directed them. Alexander entered it with his 
phalanx, when the victorious soldiers soon met with 
riches sufficient to satiate their avarice, and immedi¬ 
ately cut to pieces all those who still remained in the 
city. However, the king soon put an end to the mas¬ 
sacre, and published an order, by which his soldiers 
were forbid to violate the chastity of the women. 
Alexander had before possessed himself, either by 


force or capitulation, of a great number of incredibly 
rich cities; but all this was a ti ifie compared with the 
treasures he found here. The Barbarians had laid up 
at Persepolis, as in a storehouse, all the wealth of 
Persia. Gold and silver were never seen here but in 
heaps, not to mention the clothes and furniture of in¬ 
estimable value; for this was the seat of luxury. 
There were found in the treasury 120,000 talents, 2 
which were designed to defray the expense of the 
war. To this prodigious sum he added 6000 talents, 3 
taken from Pasargada. This was a city which Cyrus 
had built, wherein the kings of Persia used to be 
crowned. 

During Alexander’s stay in Persepolis, a little be¬ 
fore he set out upon his march against Darius, he en¬ 
tertained his friends at a banquet, at which the guests 
drank to excess. Among the women, who were ad¬ 
mitted to it, was Thais the courtesan, a native of At¬ 
tica, and at that time mistress to Ptolemy, who after¬ 
wards was king of Egypt. About the end of the 
feast, during which she had studiously endeavoured 
to praise the king in the most artful and delicate man¬ 
ner (a stratagem too often practised by women of that 
character,) she said, with a gay tone of voice, “That 
it would be matter of inexpressible joy to her, were 
she permitted (in order to end this festival nobly) to 
burn the magnificent palace of Xerxes, who had burn¬ 
ed Athens; and to set it on fire with her own hand, 
in presence of the king, in order that it might be said 
in all parts of the world, that the women who had fol¬ 
lowed Alexander in his expedition to Asia, had taken 
much better vengeance of the Persians, for the many 
calamities they had brought upon the Grecians, than 
all the generals who had fought for them both by sea 
and land.” All the guests applauded the discourse; 
when immediately the king rose from the table (his 
head being crowned with dowers.) and taking a torch 
in his hand, he advanced forward to execute this 
mighty exploit. The whole company follow him, 
breaking into loud acclamations,and afterwards, sing¬ 
ing and dancing, they surround the palace, All the 
rest of the Macedonians, at this noise, ran in crowds, 
with lighted torches, and set fire to every part of it. 
However, Alexander was sorry, not long after, for 
what he had done; and thereupon gave orders for 
extinguishing the fire, but it was too late. 

As he was naturally very bountiful, his great succes¬ 
ses increased this benificent disposition; and he ac¬ 
companied the presents he made with such testimo¬ 
nies of humanity and kindness, and so obliging a de¬ 
meanour, as very much enhanced their value. Pie 
acted thus in a particular manner towards fifty Mace¬ 
donian young noblemen, who served under him as 
guards, Olympias his mother, thinking him too pro¬ 
fuse, wrote to him as follows: “ I do not blame you,” 
said she, “for being beneficent towards your friends, 
for that is acting like a king; but then a medium 
ought to be observed in your magnificence. You 
equal them all with kings, and by heaping riches on 
them, you give them an opportunity of making a 
great number of friends, of all whom you deprive 
yourself.” As she often wrote the same advice to 
him, he always kept her letters very secret, and did 
not show them to any person; but happening to open 
one of them, and beginning to read it, Hephcestion 
drewnearto him,and read it over his shoulder, which 
the king observing, did not offer to binder him; but 
only taking the ring from his finger, he put the seal 
of it upon the lips of his favourite, as an admonition 
to him not to divulge what he had read. 

He used to send magnificent presents to his mother; 
but then he never would let her have any concern in 
the affairs of the government. She used frequently 
to make very severe complaints upon that account; 
but he always submitted to her ill humour with great 
mildness and patience. Antipater having one day 
written a long letter against her, the king, after read¬ 
ing it, replied, “ Antipater does not know that one 
single tear shed by a mother, will obliterate 10,000 
such letters as this.” A behaviour like this, and snch 
an answer show, at one and the same time, that Alex- 
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ander was both a kind son and an able politician; and 
that he was perfect!) sensible how dangerous it 
would have been, had he invested a woman of 01)m- 
pias’s character with the supreme authority. 

SECTION X.— DARIUS LEAVES ECBATANA. HE 
IS BETRAYED AM) ITT IN CHAINS BY BESSUS, 

governor of bactriana. tiie latter, upon 

ALEXANDER'S ADVANCING TOWARD HIM, FLIES, 
AFTER HAVING COVERED DARIUS WITH WOUNDS, 
WHO EXPIRES A FEW MOMENTS BEFORE ALEX¬ 
ANDER’S ARRIVAL. HE SENDS HIS CORPSE TO 
SYS1GAMBIS. 

Alexander, 1 after he had taken 
A. M. 3674. Persepolis and Fasargada, resolved 
Ant. J. C. 330. to pursue Darius, who was arrived 
by this time at Ecbatana, the capi¬ 
tal of Media. There remained still with this fugi¬ 
tive prince 30,000 foot, among whom were 4000 
Greeks, who were faithful to him to the last. Be¬ 
sides these he had 4000 slingers,and upwardsof 3000 
cavalry, most of them Bactnans, commanded by Bes- 
sus, governor of Bactriana. Darius inarched his 
forces a little out of the common road, having order¬ 
ed his baggage to go before; then assembling his 
principal officers, he spoke to them as follows: “ Dear 
companions,among so many thousand men who com¬ 
posed my army, you alone have not abandoned me 
during the whole course of my ill fortune; and in a 
little time, nothing but your fidelity and constancy 
will be able to make me fancy myself a king. De¬ 
serters and traitors now govern in my cities; not 
that they are thought worthy of the honour bestow¬ 
ed upon them, but that the rewards which are given 
them may tempt you to follow their example, and 
stagger your perseverance. You have, however, 
still chosen to follow my fortune rather than that of 
the conqueror, for which you certainly have merited 
a recompense from the gods; and do not doubt but 
they will prove beneficent towards you, in case that 
power is denied me. With such soldiers and officers 
I would brave, without the least dread, the enemy, 
how formidable soever he may be. What! would any 
one have me surrender myself up to the mercy of 
the conqueror, and expect from him, as a reward of 
my baseness and meanness of spirit, the government 
of some province which he may condescend to leave 
me7 No—It never shall be in the pow er of any man, 
either to take away, or fix upon my head, the dia¬ 
dem I wear; the same hour shall put a period to my 
reign and life. If you have all the same courage and 
resolution, which 1 can no ways doubt, I will engage 
that you shall retain your liberty, and not be expos¬ 
ed to the pride and insults of the Macedonians. You 
have in your hands the means either to revenge or 
terminate all your evils.” Having ended his speech, 
the whole body of soldiers replied with shouts, that 
they were ready to follow him withersoever he should 
o, and would shed the last drop of their blood in 
is defence. 

Such was the resolution of the soldiery; but Na- 
barzanes, one of the greatest lords of Persia, and ge¬ 
neral of the horse, had conspired with Bessus, ge¬ 
neral of the Bactrians, to commit the blackest of all 
crimes, to seize upon the person of the king, and 
lay him in chains; which they might easily do, as 
each of them had a great number of soldiers under 
his command. Their design was, if Alexander should 
pursue them, to secure themselves by giving up Da¬ 
rius alive into his hands; and, in case they escaped, 
to murder that prince, and afterwards usurp his 
crown, and begin a new war. These traitors soon 
won over the troops, by representing to them, that 
they were going to their destruction; that they 
would soon be crushed under the ruins of an empire 
which w’as just ready to fall; at the same time that 
Bactriana was ojitn to them, and offered them im¬ 
mense riches. r l hough these intrigues were carried 
on very secretly, they came however to the ear of 


* Diod. 1. xvii, p. 540—5-10. Arrian. 1. iii. p. 333—137. 
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Darius, who could not believe them. Fatron, who 
commanded the Greeks, intreated him, but in vain, 
to pitch his tent among them, and to trust the guard 
of his person to men, on whose fidelity he might de¬ 
pend. Darius could not prevail with himstlf to put 
so great an affront upon the Persians, and therefore 
made answer: “ That it would be a less aflliction to 
him to be deceived by, than to condemn them: that 
he would suffer the worst of evils amidst those of his 
own nation, rather than seek for security among 
strangers, how faithful and affectionate soever he 
might believe them: and that he could not but die 
too late, in ease the Persian soldiers thought him un¬ 
worthy of life.” It was not long before Darius ex¬ 
perienced the truth of this information; for the trai¬ 
tors seized him, bound him in chains of gold, by 
way of honour, as he was a king, and then laying 
him in a covered chariot, they set out towards Bac¬ 
triana. 

Alexander, being arrived at Ecbatana, was inform¬ 
ed that Darius had left that city five days before. 
He then commanded Farmenio to lay up all the trea¬ 
sures of Persia in the castle of Ecbatana, under a 
strong guard which he left there. According to 
Strabo, 2 these treasures amounted to 180,000 talenf3 
(about 27,000,000/. sterling;) and, according to Jus¬ 
tin, 3 10,000 talents (about 1,500,000/.) more, He or¬ 
dered him to march afterwards towards Hyrrania, by 
the country of the Cadusians, with the Thracians, the 
foreigners, and the rest of the cavalry, the royal com¬ 
panies excepted. He sent orders to Clitns, who staid 
behind in Susa, where he lay sick, that as soon as he 
was arrived at Ecbatana, he should take the forces 
which were left in that city, and come to him in 
Parthia. 

Alexander, with the rest of his arm)’, pursued Da- 
iius, and arrived the eleventh day at Rhages 4 which 
is a long day’s journey from the Caspian straits: but 
Darius had already passed through them. Alexander, 
now despairing to overtake him, what despatch soever 
he might make, stayed there five days to rest his for¬ 
ces. He then marched against the Parthians, and 
the first day pitched his camp near the Caspian 
straits, and passed them the next. News was scon 
brought him, that Darius had been seized by the trai- 
tois; that Bessus had caused him to be drawn in a 
chariot, and had sent the unhappy monarch before, 
in order to be the surer ofh ’13 person; that the whole 
army obeyed that wretch, Artabazus and the Greeks 
excepted,, who, not having a soul base enough to 
consent to so abominable a deed, and being too weak 
to prevent it, had therefore left the high road, and 
marched towards the mountains. 

This was a fresh motive for him to hasten his 
march. The Barbarians at his arrival were seized 
with dread; though the match would not have been 
equal, had Bestus been as resolute for fighting as for 
putting in execution the detestable act above-men¬ 
tioned: for his troops exceeded the enemy both in 
number and strength, and were all cool and ready 
for the combat; whereas Alexander’s troops were 
quite fatigued with the length of their march. But 
the name and reputation of Alexander (a motive all 
powerful in war) filled them with such terror, that 
they all fled. Bessus and his accomplices being come 
up with Darius, requested him to mount his horse, and 
fiy irom the enemy; but he replied that the gods 
were ready to avenge the evils he had suffered; aud 
beseeching Alexander to do him justice, he refused 
to follow a band of traitors. At these words they 
fell into such a fury, that throwing their darts at 
him, they left him covered with w’ounds. After ha¬ 
ving perpetrated this horrid crime, they separated, 
in order to leave different footsteps of*their flight, 
and thereby elude the pursuits of the enemy, in case 
he should follow them; or at least oblige him to di¬ 
vide his forces. Nabarzanes took the way of Hyrca- 
nia, and Bessus that of Bactriana, both being follow¬ 
ed by a very few horsemen; and as the Barbarians 
were by this means destitute of leaders, they disper- 


3 Strab.i. xv. p. 741. 3 Justin. 1. xii. c. 1. 
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sed themselves op ancl down, as fear or hope directed 
their steps. 

After searching about in different places, Darius 
was at last found, in a retired spot, his body run 
through with spears, lying in a chariot, and drawing 
near his end. However, he had strength enough be¬ 
fore he died, to call for drink, which a Macedonian, 
named Polystratus, brought him. He had with him 
a Persian prisoner, whom he employed as interpreter, 
Darius, after drinking the liquor that had been given 
him, turned to the Macedonian and said, “That in 
the deplorable state to which he was reduced, he 
however should have the comfort to speak to one 
who could understand him, and that hts last words 
would not be lost. He therefore charged him to tell 
Alexander, that he died in his debt, without having 
had the power of returning his obligations: that he 
gave him infinite thanks for the great kindness he 
had shown towards his mother, his wife, and his 
children, not only sparing their lives, but permitting 
them to continue in their former splendour: that he 
besought the gods to give victory to his arms, and 
make nim monarch of the universe; that he thought 
he need not entreat him to revenge the execrable 
murder committed on his person, as this was the 
common cause of kings.” 

After this, taking Polystratus by the hand, “ Give 
him,” said he, “thy hand, as I give thee mine; and 
carry him, in my name, the only pledge 1 am able to 
give of my gratitude and a (lection.” Saying these 
words, he breathed his last, Alexander coming up a 
moment after, and seeing Daiius’s body, wept bitter¬ 
ly; and, by the strongest testimonies of grief that 
could be shown, proved how intimately he was affec¬ 
ted with the unhappiness of a prince who deserved a 
better fate. He immediately pulled off his military 
cloak, and threw it on Darius’s body; then causing ft 
to be embalmed, and his collin to be adorned with a 
royal magnificence, he sent it to Sysigambis, in order 
that it might be interred with tne honours usually 
paid to the deceased Persian monurchs, and be en¬ 
tombed with his ancestors. 

Thus died Darius, the third year 
A. M. 3674. of the 112th Olympiad, .at about 
Ant. J. C. 330. fifty years of age, six of which he 
had reigned. He was a gentle and 
pacific prince; his reign, with the exception of the 
death of Caridemus, having been unsullied with in¬ 
justice or cruelty, which was owing either to his na¬ 
tural lenity, or to his not having had an opportunity 
of acting otherwise from the perpetual war in which 
he had been engaged against Alexander ever since 
his accession to the throne. In him the Persian em¬ 
pire ended, after having existed 208 years, compu¬ 
ting from the beginning of the reign of Cyrus the 
Great (the founder of it) under thirteen kings: viz . 
Cvrus, Cambyses, Snierdis the Magian, Darius the 
son of Hystaspes, Xerxes 1., Artaxerxcs Longitnanus, 
Xerxes II., Sogdianus, Darius Nothus, Artaxerxcs 
Mnemon, Artaxerxes Ochus, Arses, and Darius Co- 
domanus. 

SECTION XI.-— VICES WHICH FIRST caused the 

DECLINE, AND AT LAST THE RUIN’ OF THE PER¬ 
SIAN EMPIRE. 

The death of Darius Codomanus, may very justly 
be considered as the era, but not as the sole cause, of 
the destruction of the Persian monarchy. When 
we take a general view of the history of the kings 
above-mentioned, and consider with some attention 
their different characters and methods of governing, 
whether in peace or war, we easily perceive that this 
decline was prepared at a great distance, and carried 
on to its end by visible steps which denoted a total 
ruin. 

We may declare at first sight, that the declension 
of the Persian empire and its fall, are owing to its 
very origin and primitive institution. It had been 
formed by the union of two nations, who differed 
very much in manners and inclinations. The Per¬ 
sians were a sober, laborious, modest people; but 
the Medes were wholly devoted to pomp, luxury, 
softness and voluptuousness. The example of fru¬ 


gality and simplicity which Cyrus had set them, and 
their being obliged to he always under arms to gain 
so many victories, and support themselves in the 
midst of so many enemies, prevented those vices 
from spreading for some time; but when all was sub¬ 
dued and in subjection to them, the fondness w hich 
the Medes had naturally for pleasures and magnifi¬ 
cence, soon lessened the temperance of the Persians, 
and became in a little time the prevailing taste of the 
two nations. 

Several other causes conspired to this. Babylon, 
when conquered, intoxicated her victors with her 
poisoned cup, and enchanted them with the charms 
of pbasure. She furnished them with such ministers 
and instruments, as were adapted to promote luxury, 
and to foment and cherish voluptuousness with art 
and delicacy; and the wealth of the richest provinces 
in the world being at the entire disposal of new so¬ 
vereigns, they thereby were enabled to satiate all their 
desi res. 

Even Cyrus himself, as I have observed elsewhere, 
contributed to this, without foreseeing the conse¬ 
quences of it ; and pvrpared men’s minds for it by the 
splendid festival which he gave, after having ended his 
conquests; at which he showed himself in the midst 
of his troops, who had shared in his victories, with 
such a pomp and ostentation as w r ere most capable of 
dazzling the eye. He first inspired them with an ad¬ 
miration for pomp and show’, which they had hither¬ 
to despised. He suggested to them, that magnifi¬ 
cence and riches were worthy of crowning the most 
glorious exploits, and the end and fruit ol them: and 
by thus inspiring his subjects with a strong desire 
for things they saw so liighly esteemed by a most 
accomplished prince, his example authorized them 
to abandon themselves to that inclination without 
reserve. 

He spread this evil still further by obliging his 
judges, ofiicers, and governors of provinces, to appear 
xvitn splendour before the people, the better to repre¬ 
sent the majesty of the prince. On one side, these 
magistraJes and commanders easily mistook these 
ornaments and trappings of their employments for 
the most essential parts of them, endeavouring to 
distinguish themselves by nothing hut this glittering 
outside; and, on the other, men of the greatest 
wealth in the provinces proposed them as so many 
patterns for their imitation, and were soon followed 
by persons of moderate fortune, whom those in the 
lowest stations of life strove to equal. 

So many causes of degeneracy uniting together, 
and being authorized publicly, soon destroyed the 
ancient virtue of the Persians. They did not sink, 
like the Romans, by impelceptibledecays, which had 
been long foreseen and often opposed. Scarce ivas 
Cyrus dead, but there rose up as it were another na¬ 
tion, and kings of a quite dliferent genius and cha¬ 
racter Mention was no longer made of that manly, 
that severe education which was bestowed on the 
Persian youth; of those public schools of sobriety, 
patience, and emulation for virtue, nor of those labo¬ 
rious and wailike exercises; of all these there did 
not remain the smallest traces; the young men being 
brought up in splendour and effeminacy, which they 
now saw was had in honour, immediately began to 
despise the happy simplicity of their forefathers, and 
formed, in the space of one generation, an entire 
new set of people, whose manners, inclinations, and 
maxims, were directly opposite to those of ancient 
times. They grew’ haughty, vain, effeminate, in¬ 
human, and perfidious in treaties: and acquired this 
peculiar character, that they, of all people, were the 
most abandoned to splendour, luxury, feasting, and 
even to drunkenness; so that we may aflirm that the 
empire of the Persians was almost at its birth, w’bat 
other empires became through length of time alone, 
and began where others end. It bore the principle 
of its destruction in its own bosom, and this internal 
vice increased in every successive reign. 

After the unsuccessful expeditions of Darius and 
Xerxes against Scythia and Greece, the princes their 
successors became insensible to the ambition of 
making conquests, and gave themselves up a prey to 
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idleness and effeminacy; they grew careless of mili¬ 
tary discipline, and substituted in the place of regu¬ 
lar soldiers, inured to the toils of war, a confused 
multitude of men, who were taken by force out of 
their respective countries. The reader may have ob¬ 
served, on more than one occasion, that the whole 
strength, and almost the only resource of the Per¬ 
sian army, lay in the Greeks whom they retained 
in their service; that, properly speaking, they de¬ 
pended on them only, and always took great care to 
oppose them to the best troops of the enemy: they 
were the only soldiers in Darius’s army who per¬ 
formed their duty, and continued faithful to him to 
the last; and we have seen that Mcmnon the Rho¬ 
dian was the sole great general who made head 
against Alexander, 

Instead of choosing for the command of their for¬ 
ces officers of skill and experience, they used to ap¬ 
point persons of the greatest quality of every nation, 
who frequently had no other merit than their exalted 
birth, their riches and credit; and who were distin¬ 
guished by nothing but the sumptuousness of their 
feasts and entertainments, by the magnificence of 
their equipages, and by the crowd with which they 
w r ere ever surrounded, of guards, domestics, eunuchs, 
and women; such an assemblage, formed merely for 
vain show and ostentation, rather than for warlike 
expeditions, encumbered an army (already but loo 
numerous) with useless soldiers, made it slow' in its 
marches and movements by its too heavy baggage, 
and rendered it incapable of subsisting long in a 
country, and of following up great enterprises in 
sight of an enemy. 

The Persian monarchs shutting themselves up in 
their palaces in order to abandon themselves to plea¬ 
sures, and appearing seldom abroad, placed their 
whole confidence, ana by that means all their autho¬ 
rity, in eunuchs, in women, in slaves, and in flattering 
courtiers, whose sole thoughts and endeavours were 
to banish true merit, which was offensive to them; 
to give the rewards appointed for services to their 
own creatures; and to entrust the greatest employ¬ 
ments of the state to persons devoted to their inte¬ 
rested and ambitions views, rather than to such 
whose abilities rendered them capable of serving 
their country. 

Another characteristic of these princes, which is 
but too frequent in that high sphere, contributed very 
much to the ruin of the empire. They were accus¬ 
tomed from their infancy to have their ears soothed 
with false praises and the most extravagant compli¬ 
ments, and to have a blind submission paid to their 
will. They were educated in so exalted an idea of 
their own grandeur, that the}” readily persuaded 
themselves that the rest of men were formed merely 
to serve them, and administer to their pleasures. 
They were not taught their duties, nor the maxims 
of a wise and good government; the principles by 
which "men should judge of solid merit, and select 
persons able to govern under them. They did not 
know ihat they were raised to sovereign power mere¬ 
ly to protect their subjects and make them happy. 
They were not made sensible of the exquisite plea¬ 
sure that a monarch feels who is the delight of his 
subjects, and the public source of the felicity of so 
vast an empire, as Cyrus the Great had been, who 
was so dear lo his people, that every individual fami¬ 
ly considered him as their father, and bewailed his 
death as a public calamity. So far from this, a mon¬ 
arch’s grandeur was declared to consist in making 
himself feared, and in his being able to gratify all his 
passions with impunity. 

So ill judged an education must necessarily form 
either weak or vicious princes. They were not able 
to sustain the weight of so mighty an empire, nor to 
grasp the several parts of so extensive and laborious 
an administration. Idleness, and a love for pleasure, 
made them careless and averse to business; and they 
sacrificed matters of the highest importance to their 
vain amusements. Some of them were born with 
such happy dispositions, that they would have become 
good princes, had they not been enervated by the 
charms of a voluptuous life; and abandoned them¬ 
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selves to the allurements of a too despotic power, and 
an over great prosperity. By flattery, they were ren¬ 
dered incapable of listening, in their counsels, to any 
expressions delivered with freedom, or of suffering 
the least opposition to their wills. 

It is no wonder thc-y were not beloved by their 
subjects, since their whole study was to aggrandize 
themselves, and to sacrifice all considerations to that 
alone. Darius, in his misfortunes, was abandoned by 
the generals of his armies, by the governors of his 
provinces, by his officers, domestics, and subjects; and 
did not find any where a sincere affection, nor a real 
attachment to his person and interest. The dazzling 
splendour of the Persian monarchy concealed a real 
weakness; and this unwieldy power, heightened by 
so much pomp and pride, had no support in the hearts 
of the people; so that this colossus, at the very first 
blow, fell to the ground. 

SECTION XII.— LACEDiEMOK REVOLTS FROM THE 
MACEDONIANS, WITH ALMOST ALL PELOPONNESUS. 
ANTIPATER MARCHES OUT ON THIS OCCASION, DE¬ 
FEATS THE ENEMY IN A BATTLE, IN WHICH AG1S 
IS KILLED. ALEXANDER MARCHES AGAINST BES- 
SUS. THALESTRIS, QUEEN OF THE AMAZONS, 
•COMES TO VISIT HIM FROM A FAR COUNTRY. 
ALEXANDER, AT HIS RETURN FROM PARTHIA, 
ABANDONS HIMSELF TO PLEASURE AND EXCESS. 
HE CONTINUES HIS MARCH AGAINST EESSUS. A 
PRETENDED CONSPIRACY OF PHILOTAS AGAINST 
THE KING. HE, AND PARMENIO HIS FATHER, ARE 
PUT TO DEATH. ALEXANDER SUBDUES SEVERAL 
NATIONS. IJE AT LAST ARRIVES IN BACTRIANA, 
WHITHER BESSUS IS BROUGHT TO HIM. 

Whilst things passed in Asia 
as we have seen, 1 some tumults A. M. 3674. 
brake out in Greece and Macedo- Ant. J. C. 330. 
nia. Memnon, whom Alexander 
had sent into Thrace, having revolted there, and 
thereby drawn the forces of Antipater on that side; 
the Lacedaemonians thought this a proper opportunity 
to throw off the Macedonian yoke, and engaged al¬ 
most all Peloponnesus in their design. Upon this 
news, Antipater, after having settled to the best of 
his power the affairs of Thrace, returned with the 
utmost expedition into Greece, whence he immedi¬ 
ately despatched couriers,in order to give Alexander 
an account of these several transactions. As soon as 
Antipater was come up with the enemy, he resolved 
to give them battle. The Lacedaemonian army con¬ 
sisted of no more than 20,000 foot and 2000 horse, 
under the command of Agis, their king; whereas 
that of Antipater was twfice that number. Agis, in 
order to make the superiority of numbers of no effect, 
had made choice of a narrow spot of ground. The 
battle began with great vigour, each party endeavour¬ 
ing to signalize themselves in an extraordinary man¬ 
ner for the honour of .their respective countries, tiic 
one fired with the remembrance of their pristine glo¬ 
ry, and the other animated by their present greatness, 
fought with equal courage; the Lacedaemonians for 
liberty, and the Macedonians for empire. So long 
as the armies continued on the spot where the battle 
began, Agis had the advantage; but Antipater, by 
pretending to fly, drew the enemy into the plains; 
after w’hicb, extending his whole army, he gained a 
superiority, and made a proper use of his advantage. 
Agis was distinguished by his suit of armour, his no¬ 
ble mien, and still more so by his valour. The battle 
was hottest round his person, and he himself perform¬ 
ed the most astonishing acts of bravery. At last, 
after having been wounded in several parts of his 
body, his soldiers carried him off upon his shield. 
However this did not damp their courage; for having 
seized an advantageous post, where they kept close to 
their ranks, they resisted with great vigour the at¬ 
tacks of the enemy. After having withstood them a 
long time, the Lacedaemonians began lo give ground, 
being scarce able to bold their arms, which were all 
covered with sweat; they afterwards retired very fast, 
and at last ran quite away. The king, seeing himself 


i Died. I. xviii. p. 537. Q. Curt. 1, vi. c. 1 
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closely pursued, still made some efforts, notwithstand¬ 
ing” the weak condition to which he was reduced, in 
order to oppose the enemy. Intrepid and invincible 
to the last oppressed by numbers, he died sword in 
hand. 

In this engagement upwards of 3000 Lacedaemoni¬ 
ans lost their lives, and 1000 Macedonians at most; 
but very few of the latter returned home unwounded. 
This victory not only ruined the power of Sparta and 
its allies, but also the hopes of those who only waited 
the issue of this war, to declare themselves. Antipa¬ 
ter immediately sent the news of this success to Alex¬ 
ander: but, like an experienced courtier, he drew up 
the account of it in the most modest and circumspect 
terms; and such as were best adapted to diminish the 
lustre of a victory which might expose him to envy. 
He was sensible that Alexander’s delicacy on the 
point of honour was so very great, that he looked 
upon the glory which another person obtained as a 
diminution of his own. And indeed he could not for¬ 
bear,* when this news was brought him, to let drop 
some words which discovered his jealousy. Antipa¬ 
ter did not dare to dispose of any thing by his own 
irivate authority, and only gave the Lacedaemonians 
eave to send an embassy to the king, in order that 
they themselves might learn their fate from his own 
mouth. Alexander paidoned them, some of those 
who had occasioned the revolt excepted, and these 
he punished. 

Darius’s death did not hinder Alexander from pur¬ 
suing llcfesus, 1 2 3 * who had withdrawn into Bactriana, 
where he had assumed the title of king, by the name 
of Artaxerxes. But, finding at last that it would be 
impossible for him to come up with him, he returned 
into Parthin; and resting his troops some days in 
Ilecatomp} los, commanded provisions to be brought 
thither from all quarters. 

’During his stay there, a report prevailed through¬ 
out the whole army, that the king, content with the 
conquests lie had achieved, was pi t paring to return 
into Macedonia. That very instant the soldiers, as if 
a signal had been made for their setting out, ran like 
madmen to their tents, began to pack up their bag¬ 
gage, load their waggons with the utmost despatch, 
and fill the whole camp with noise and tumult. The 
noise soon reached the ears of Alexander, when ter¬ 
rified at the disorder, he summoned the officers to his 
tent, where, with tears in his eyes, he complained, 
that in the midst of so glorious a career, he was stop¬ 
ped on a sudden, and forced to return back into his 
own country, rather like one w ho had been overcome, 
than as a conqueror. The officers comforted him, by 
representing, that this sudden motion was a mere 
sally, and a transient gust of passion, w'hich would 
not be attended with any ill consequences; and assu¬ 
red him, that the soldiers, to a-man, would obey him, 
provided he himself would address them but with 
mildness and tenderness. He promised to do it. 
The circumstance which had given occasion to this 
false report, was his having disbanded some Grecian 
soldiers, after rewarding them in a very bountiful 
manner; so that the Macedonians imagined they also 
were to fight no more. 

Alexander having summoned the army, made the 
following speech: “ I am not surprised, O soldiers, if, 
after the mighty things we have hitherto performed 
you should be satiated with glory, and have no other 
views but ease and repose. I will not now enumerate 
the various nations vve have conquered. We have 
subdued more provinces than others have cities. 
Could I persuade myself, that our conquests were 
well secured, over nations who were so soon over¬ 
come, I would think as you do (for I will not dissem¬ 
ble my thoughts,) and would make all the haste ima¬ 
ginable to revisit my household-gods, my mother, 
my sisters, and my subjects, and enjoy in the midst 
of my country the glory I have acquired in concert 
with you. But this glory will all vanish very soon, 


1 Alexander liostes vinei voluerat; Antipatrum vieisse, ne 

tncitus quideih indignabatur, su® domptum glorice existi¬ 
ng ns, quiequid cossisset alien®. Q, Curt. 

3 Q. Curt. 1. vi. c, 2—4. 


if we do not put the last hand to the work. Do you 
imagine, that so many nations, accustomed to other 
sovereigns, and who have no manner of agreement 
with us either in their religion, manners, or language, 
were entirely subdued the moment they were con¬ 
quered; and that they will not take up arms, in case 
we return back with so much precipitation? What 
will become of the rest who still remain unconquer¬ 
ed? What! shall we leave our victory imperfect, 
merely for want of courage? But that which touch¬ 
es me much more; shall we suffer the detestable 
crime of Bessus to go unpunished? Can you bear to 
see the sceptre of Darius transferred to the sangui¬ 
nary hands of that monster, who, after having loaded 
him with chains, as a captive, at last assassinated his 
sovereign, in order to deprive us of the glory of sa¬ 
ving him? As for myself, I shall not be easy till I see 
that infamous wretch hanging on a gibbet, there 
to pay, to all kings and nations of the eaith, the 
just punishment due to his execrable crime. I do not 
know whether I am mistaken; but methinks I read 
his sentence of death in your countenances; and (hat 
the anger which spaikles in your eyes, declares you 
will soon imbrue your hands in that traitor’s blood,” 

The soldiers would not suffer Alexander to pro¬ 
ceed; but clapping their hands they all cried aloud, 
that they were ready to follow wherever he would 
lead them. All the speeches of this prince generally 
produced this effect. How desponding soever they 
might be, one single word from him revived their 
courage in an instant, and inspired them with that 
martial alacrity and ardour, which appeared always 
in his face. The king, taking advantage of this ta- 
vourable disposition of the whole army, crossed Par- 
tliia, and in three days arrived on the frontiers of 
Hyrcania, which submitted to his arms. He after¬ 
wards submitted the Mardi, the Alii, the Drangae, 
the Arachosii, and several other nations, into which 
his army inarched, with greater speed than people 
generally travel. He frequently would pursue an 
enemy for whole days and nights together, almost 
without suffering his troops to take any rest. By 
this prodigious rapidity, he came unawares upon na¬ 
tions who thought him still at a great distance, and 
subdued them before they had time to put themselves 
in a posture of defence. Under this image Daniel 
the prophet designated Alexander many ages before 
his birth, by representing him as a panther, a leo¬ 
pard, and a lie-goat, who rushed forward with so much 
swiftness, that his feet seemed not to touch the ground. 

Nabarzanes, 8 one of Bessus’s accomplices, who had 
written before to Alexander, came and surrendered 
himself, upon premise of a pardon, when he heard 
that he was arrived at Zadracarla, the capital of Hyr¬ 
cania; and, among other presents, brought him Ba- 
goas the eunuch, who afterwards gained great influ¬ 
ence over the mind of Alexander, as he had formerly 
over that of Darius. 

At the same time arrived Thalestris, queen of the 
Amazons. A violent desire of seeing Alexander had 
prompted that princess to leave her dominions, and 
travel through a great number of countries to gratify 
her curiosity. Being come pretty near his camp, she 
sent word that a queen was come to visit him; and 
that she had a prodigious inclination to cultivate his 
acquaintance, and accordingly was arrived within a 
little distance from that place. Alexander having re¬ 
turned her a favourable answer, she commanded her 
train to stop, and herself came forward with 300 wo¬ 
men; and the moment she perceived the king, she 
leaped from her horse, having tw j o lances in her right 
hand. The dress the Amazons used to wear, did not 
quite cover the body; for theirbosom was uncovered 
on the left side, while every other part of their body 
w'as hid; except that their gowns being tucked up 
with a knot, fell down no farther than the knee. They 
preserved their left breast to suckle their female off¬ 
spring, but used to burn their right, that they might 
be the better enabled to brnd the bow and throw the 
dart, whence they were called Amazons.* 


3 Quint. Curt. lib. vi. eap. 5. 

* This is a Greek word, signifying' without breasts. 
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Thalestris 1 looked upon the king without discover¬ 
ing the least sign of admiration, and surveying him 
attentively, did not think his stature answerable to his 
fame; for the Barbarians are very much struck with a 
majestic air, and think those only capable of mighty 
achievements, on whom nature has bestowed bodily 
advantages. She did not scruple to tell him, that the 
chief motive of her journey was. to have posterity by 
him; adding, that she thought herself worthy of giving 
heirs to his empire. Alexander, upon this request, 
was obliged to make some stay in this place; after 
which Thalestris returned to her own kingdom, and 
the king into the province inhabited by the Parthians. 
This story, and whatever is related of the Amazons, is 
looked upon by some very judicious authors as entirely' 
fabulous. 

Alexander abandoned himself afterwards w holly to 
his passion?, 2 changing into pride and excess the 
moderation and continence for which he had hitherto 
been so greatly admired; virtues so very necessary in 
an exalted station of life, and in the midst of a series 
of prosperities. He was oow no longer the same man. 
Though he was invincible with regard to the dangers 
and toils of w r ar, he was far otherwise with respect to 
the charms of ease. The instant he enjoyed a little 
repose, he abandoned himself to sensuality; and he, 
whom the arms of the Persians could not conquer, fell 
a victim to their vices. Nothing was now to be seen 
but games, parties of pleasure, women, and disorderly 
banquets, in which he used to pass whole days and 
nights in drinking. Not satisfied with the buffoons, 
and the performers on instrumental music, whom he 
had brought with him out of Greece, he obliged the 
captive women, w hom he carried along with him, to 
sing songs after the manner of their country. Hehap- 
pened, among these women, to perceive one who ap¬ 
peared in deeper affliction than the rest, and who, by 
a modest, and at the same time a dignified confusion, 
discovered a greater reluctance than the others, to ap¬ 
pear in public. She was a perfect beauty, which was 
very much heightened by her bashfulness, whilst she 
threw' her eyes to the ground, and did all in her power 
to conceal her face. The king soon imagined by her 
air and mien that she was nol of vulgar birth; and in¬ 
quiring of the lady herself, she answered that she was 
grand-daughter to Ochus, who not long before had 
swayed the Persian sceptre, and daughter of his son; 
that she married IIystaspes,who was related to Darius, 
and gf neral of a great army. Alexander being touched 
with compassion at the unhappy late of a princess of 
the blood royal, and the sad condition to which she 
was reduced, not only gave her liberty, but reinstated 
her in all her possessions, and caused her husband to 
be sought for, in order that she might be restored to 
him. 

This prince w as naturally of a tender and humane 
disposition, which made him sensible of the affliction 
of persons in the lowest condition. A poor Macedo¬ 
nian 3 w'H3 one day driving before him a mule laden 
with gold for the king’s use: the beast being so tired 
that he wa3 not able either to go on or sustain the 
load, the mule-driver took it up and carried it, but 
with great difficulty, a considerable way. Alexander, 
seeing him just sinking under his burden, and going 
to throw' it on the ground, in order to ease himself, 
cried out, “Friend, do not be weary yet; try and 
carry it quite through to thy tent, for it is all thy 
own.” 

Alexander, 4 in a forced march through a barren 
country, at the head of a small body of horse, when he 
was pursuing Darius, met some Macedonians who 
were carrying water in goatskins upon mules. These 
Macedonians, perceiving their prince w r as almost 
parched with thirst occasioned by the ragingheat (the 
sun being then at the meridian,) immediately filled a 


* Interrito vultu regem Thalestris intuebatur, habitum 
ejus Imuriquaquani reruin fam-fi parem oculis perlustrans. 
Cluippe omnibus barbaris in corporum inajesiate veneratio 
cat; mngnurumque operum non alios capaces putant, quam 
quos eximia specie donare natura dignata est. Quint, Curt. 
lib. vi. cap. .*>. 

3 Quint. Curt. lib. vi. cap. 0. 

3 Plut. in Alex. p'. C87. 4 Ibid. 
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helmet with water, and w T ere running to present him 
with it. Alexander asking to whom they were carry¬ 
ing that water, they replied, “ We were going to carry 
it to our children, but do not let your majesty be un¬ 
easy, for if your life is but saved, we shall get children 
enough, in case we should lose these.” At these 
words Alexander takes the helmet, and looking quite 
round him, he saw all his horsemen hanging down 
their heads, and, with eyes fixed earnestly on the 
liquor he held, swallowing it, as it were, with their 
glances : upon which he returned it, with thanks, to 
those who offered it him, and did not drink so much 
as a single drop, but cried, “There is not enough for 
my whole company; and should I drink alone, it w ould 
make the rest be thirstier, and they would die with 
faintness and fatigue.” The officers, who were on 
horseback round him, struck in the most sensible man¬ 
ner with his wonderful temperance and magnanimity, 
entreated him with shouts to carry them wherever be 
thought fit, and not to spare them,- that they w ere not 
in the least tired, nor felt the least thirst; and that as 
long as they should be commanded by such a king, 
they could not think themselves mortal men. 

Such sentiments as these, w hich arise from a gene¬ 
rous and tender disposition, reflect greater honour on 
a prince than all his victories and conquests. Had 
Alexander always retained them, he would justly have 
merited the title of Great ; but too brilliant and un¬ 
interrupted series of prosperity, which is a burden too 
heavy for mortals to sustain, insensibly effaced them 
from his mind, and made him forget that lie.was a 
man : for now, contemning the customs of his own 
country, as no longer worthy the sovereign of the uni¬ 
verse, he laid aside the dress, the manners, and way 
of life of the Macedonian monarchs ; looking upon 
them as loo plain and simple, and derogatory to his 
grandeur. lie even went so far as to imitate the 
pomp of the Persian kings, in that very circumstance 
in which they seemed to equal themselves to the gods; 
I mean, by requiring those w ho had conquered nations 
to fall prostrate at his feet, and pay him a kind of 
homage which becomes only slaves. He had turned 
his palace into a seraglio, filling it with 360 concubines 
(the same number as Darius kept,) and with bands 
of eunuchs, of all mankind the most infamous. Not 
satisfied with wearing a Persian robe himself, he also 
obliged his generals, his friends, and all the grandees 
of hTs court, to put on the same dress, which gave them 
the greatest mortification, not one of them however 
daring to speak against this innovation,or contradict 
the prince. 

The veteran soldiers, who had fought under Philip, 
not having the least idea of sensuality, inveighed pub¬ 
licly against this prodigious luxury, and the numerous 
vices which the army had learned in Susa and Ecba- 
tana. The soldiers would frequently complain : 
“That they had lost more by victory than they had 
gained: that as the Macedonians had thus assumed 
the manners and customs of foreigners, they might 
properly be said to be conquered: that therefore the 
only benefit they should reap from their long absence 
would be, to return back into their country in the habit 
of Barbarians: that Alexander was ashamed of, and 
despised them,* that he chose to resemhle the van¬ 
quished rather than the victorious; and that he, who 
had before been king of Macedonia, was now become 
one of Darius’s lieutenants.” 

The king was not ignorant of the discontent which 
reigned both inhiscouit and army, and endeavoured 
to recover the esteem and friendship of both by his 
beneficence; but slavery, 5 though purchased at ever 
so high a rate, must necessarily be odious to Jreehorn 
men. He therefore thought, that the safest remedy 
would be to employ them; and for that purpose led 
them against Bessus. But as the army was so encum¬ 
bered with booty and a useless train of baggage, that 
it could scarce move, he first caused all his own bag¬ 
gage to be carried into a great square, and afterwards 
that of the army (retaining only such things as were ab¬ 
solutely necessary;) and then ordered the vvhole to be 
parried from thence in carts to a large plain. Every 

s Sed ut opinor, liberis pretium servitutis ingratura est* 
J Q. Curt. 
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one was in great pain to know the meaning of all this; 
but after he had sent away the horses, he set fire to 
his own things, and commanded every one to follow 
his example. Upon this the Macedonians lighted up 
the fire with their own hands, and burned the rich 
spoils they had purchased with their blood, and often 
forced out of the midst of the flames. Such a sacrifice 
must certainly have been made with the utmost reluc¬ 
tance ,• hut the example the king set them silenced all 
their complaints, and they seemed less affected at the 
loss of their baggage than at their neglect of military 
discipline. A short speech the king made, soothed 
all their uneasiness; and being now more able to ex¬ 
ert themselves hereafter, they set out with joy, and 
marched towards Bactriana. In this march they met 
with difficulties which would have quite damped anv 
one but Alexander; but nothing could daunt his soul, 
or check his progress; for he put the strongest confi¬ 
dence in his good fortune, which indeed never forsook 
that hero, but extricated him from a thousand perils, 
wherein one would have naturally supposed both him¬ 
self and his army must have perished. 

Being arrived among the Drangae, * 1 * a danger to 
which he had not been accustomed, gave him very 
great uneasiness; and this was, the report of a con¬ 
spiracy that was formed against his person. One 
Dyinnus, a man of no figure at court, was the con¬ 
triver of this treason; and the motive of it was,some 
private disgust which he had received. He had com¬ 
municated his design to a young man named JYicho- 
machus, who revealed it to Cebalinus, his brother. 
The latter immediately discovered it to Bhilotas, ear¬ 
nestly entreating him to acquaint the king with it, be¬ 
cause every moment was ot the utmost consequence, 
and the conspirators were to execute the horrid deed 
in three days. Philotas, after applauding his fidelity, 
waited immediately upon the king, and discoursed on 
a great variety of snjects, but without taking the least 
notice of the plot. In the evening Cebalinus meeting 
him as he was coming out, and asking whether he had 
done as he requested, he aimvered, that he had not 
found an opportunity of mentioning it to his majesty, 
and went away. The next day this young man went 
up to him as he was going into the palace, and con¬ 
jured him not to forget wnal he had told him the day- 
before. Philotas replied, that he would be sure not to 
forget it; but however he did not perform his pro¬ 
mise. This made Cebalinus suspect him; and fearing 
that in case the conspiracy should be discovered by 
any other person, his silence would be interpreted as 
criminal, he therefore got another person to disclose 
jt to Alexander. The prince having heard the whole 
from Cebalinus himself, and being told how earnestly 
he had conjured Philotas to acquaint him with it, first 
commanded Dymnus to be brought before him. The 
latter guessing upon what account lie was sent for by 
the king, ran himself through with his sword; but the 
guards having prevented him from completing the 
deed, he was carried to the palace. The king asked 
him why lie thought Philotas more worthy than he 
was of the kingdom of Macedon ? but he was quite 
speechless: so that, after fetching a deep sigh, he 
turned his head aside, and breathed his last. 

The king afterwards sent for Philotas, and (having 
first commanded every one to withdraw) inquired 
w r hether Cebalinus had really urged him several times 
to tell him of a plot which was carrying on against 
him. Philotas, without discovering the least confusion 
in his countenance, confessed ingenuouslv that he 
had; but made his apology, by saying, that tlie person 
who had given him information, did not appear to him 
worthy of the least credit. He confessed, however, 
that Dymnus’s death convinced him that he had acted 
very imprudently, in concealing so long a design of so 
black a nature : upon which,acknowledging his fault, 
he fell at the king’s feet ; and embracing them, be¬ 
sought him to consider his past life, rather than the 
fault he had now committed, which did not proceed 
from any bad design, but from the fear he was under 
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of unseasonably alarming the king, should he com¬ 
municate a design which he really supposed was with¬ 
out foundation. It is no easy matter to say whether 
Alexander believed what Philotas said, or only dis¬ 
sembled his anger. But however this be, he gave him 
his hand in token of reconciliation ; and told him, that 
he was persuaded he had despised rather than conceal¬ 
ed the aflair. 

Philotas was both envied and hated by a great num¬ 
ber of courtiers ; and indeed it was hardly possible it 
should be otherwise, because none of them was more 
familiar with the king, or more esteemed by him. In¬ 
stead of softening and moderating the lustre of the 
distinguished favour he enjoyed, by an air of mildness 
and humanity, and a prudent modesty of demeanour; 
he seemed, on the contrary, to endeavour only to ex¬ 
cite the envy of others, by afl'ectinga silly pride, which 
generally displayed itself in his dress, his retinue, his 
equipage, and his table ; and still more so, by the 
haughty airs he assumed, which made him universally 
hated. Parmenio, his father, disgusted at his super¬ 
cilious behaviour, said one day to him, “My son, 
make thyself less.”2 The strongest sense is couched 
under these words ; and it is evident, that the man 
who uttered them was perfectly acquainted with the 
genius of courts. He used often to give Philotas ad¬ 
vice to this effect; but too exalted a prosperity is apt 
to make men both deaf and blind; and they cannot 
persuade themselves that favour, which is established 
on so seemingl}’solid a foundation,can ever change; 
the contrary of which Philotas found to his sorrow. 

His former conduct, 3 with regard to Alexanderhad 
given the king just reason to complain of him; for he 
used to take the liberty to speak disrespectfully ofhis 
sovereign, and applaud himself in the most haughty 
terms. Opening one day his heart to a woman named 
Antigona, with whom he was in love, he began to 
boast, in a very insolent manner, of his father’s ser¬ 
vices and his own : “What would Philip,” said he, 
“have been, had it not been for Parmenio ? and what 
would Alexander be, were it not for Philotas? what 
would become ofhis pretended divinity, and his father 
Ammon, should we undertake tu expose this fiction?” 
All these things were repeated to Alexander; and 
Antigona herself made oath, that such words had been 
spoken. The king had nevertheless taken no notice 
of all this, nor so much as once let drop the least word 
which might show his resentment upon that account, 
even when he was most intoxicated with liquor: he 
had not so much as hinted it to his friends, not even 
to Hephcestion, from whom he scarce concealed any 
thing. But the crime Philotas was now accused of, 
recalled to his memory the disgust he had formerly 
entertained. 

Immediately after the conversation he had with Phi¬ 
lotas, he held a council composed of his chief confi¬ 
dants. Craterus, for whom Alexander had a great 
esteem, and who envied Philotas the more upon that 
very account, looked upon this as a very happy occa¬ 
sion for supplanting his rival. Concealing therefore 
his hatred under a specious pretence of zeal, he sug¬ 
gested to the king, “ The apprehensions he might 
justly be under, both from Philotas himself, because 
mercy is not apt to work any change on a heart which 
could be corrupt enough to entertain so detestable a 
crime; and from Parmenio, his father, who,” said he, 
“ will never be able to bear the thoughts of his owingr 
his son’s life to the king’s clemency. Some beneficial 
acts are so great, that the}’ become a burden to those 
on w'hom they are conferred, for which reason they do 
all in their power to erase them from their memory. 
Besides, who can assure us, that both father and son 
are not engaged in the conspiracy? "When a prince’s 
life is in danger, every thing is of importance; and all 
things, even to the slightest suspicions, are so many 
proofs. Can we conceive it possible, that a favourite 
on whom his sovereign has bestowed the most shining 
marks of his beneficence, should be calm and undis¬ 
turbed, upon his being told an aflair of such impor¬ 
tance? But we are told, that this design was com- 
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municated by young people, who deserved very little 
credit. Wherefore then did he keep them in suspense 
two days, as if he really believed what they told him, 
and still promise them that he would reveal the 
whole, affair to the king'. 1 Who does not sec, that he 
did this merely to prevent their having access by 
another way to his majesty7 Sir,” continued he, “ it 
is necessary for your own sake and that of the state, 
that Philotas should be put to the torture; in order to 
force from his own mouth an account of this plot, and 
the several persons who are his accomplices in it.” 
This being the opinion of all the members of the coun¬ 
cil, the king acceded to it. lie then dismissed the 
assembly, having first enjoined them secrecy; and 
the better to conceal his resolution, gave orders for 
the army’s marching the next day, and even invited 
Philotas to supper with him. 

In the beginning of the night, various parties of 
guards having been posted in the several places ne¬ 
cessary, some entered the tent of Philotas, who was 
then in a deep sleep; when, starting from his slum¬ 
bers, as they were putting manacles on his bands, be 
cried, •* Alas! mv sovereign, the inveteracy of my 
enemies has got the better of your goodness.” After 
this, they covered his face, and brought him to the 
palace without uttering a single word. The next 
morning, the Macedonians, according to an order 
published for that purpose, came thither under arms, 
in number about G000. It was a very ancient custom 
for the army, in the time of war, to take cognizance of 
capital crimes; and, in times of peace, for the people 
to do so; so that the prince had no power on these 
occasions, unless a sanction were given to it by the 
consent of one or other of these bodies; and the king 
was forced to have recourse to persuasion, before he 
employed his authority. 1 

First, the body of Dymnus was brought cut; very 
few then preseut knowing either what he had done, 
or how he came by his death. Afterwards the king 
came into the assembly; an air of sorrow appearing 
jn his countenance, as well as in his whole court, 
while every one waited with impatience the issue of 
this gloomy scene. Alexander continued a long time 
with his eyes east on the ground, as if in the utmost 
dejection; but at last, having recovered his spirits, he 
made the following speech: “I have narrowly escaped, 
O soldiers, being torn from you, by the treachery of 
a small number of wretches; but by the providence 
and mercy of the gods, I now again appear before you 
alive: and I protest to you, that nothing encourages 
me more to proceed against the traitors, than the 
sight of this assembly, whose welfare is much dearer 
to me than my own; for I desire to live for your sakes 
only: and the greatest happiness I should find in living 
(not to say the only one) would be the pleasure 1 should 
receive in having it in my power to reward the services 
of so many brave men, to whom I owe every thing.” 
Here he was interrupted by the cries and groans of 
the soldiers, who all burst into tears. “Ala=! how 
will you behave,” continued he, “when I shall name 
the persons who formed so execrable a design? I 
myself cannot think of it without shuddering. They 
on whom I have been most lavish of my kindnesses: 
on whom I have bestowed the greatest marks of friend¬ 
ship: in whom I had put my whole confidence, and in 
whose breasts I lodged my greatest secrets—Parmenio 
and Philotas.” At these names the soldiers gazed one 
upon the other, not daring to believe their eyes or 
ears, nor to give credit to any thing they saw or heard. 
Then Nicomachus, Metron, and Cehalinus, were sent 
for, who made the several depositions of what they 
knew. But as not one of them charged Philotas with 
engaging in the plot, the whole assembly* being 
seized with a trouble and confusion easier conceived 
than expressed, continued in a sad and gloomy si¬ 
lence 

Philotas was then brought in, his hands tied behind 
him, and his head covered with a coarse worn-out 
piece of cloth. Mow shocking a sight! Almost de¬ 
prived of his senses, he did not dare to look up or 
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open his lips; but the tears streaming from his eyes, 
he fainted away in the arms of the man who held him. 
As the standers by wiped off the tears in which his 
face was bathed, recovering his spirits and his voice 
by degrees, he seemed desirous of speaking. The 
king then told him, that he should be judged by the 
Macedonians, and withdrew. Philotas might have 
justified himself very easily; for not one oi the wit¬ 
nesses, and those who had been put on the rack, had 
accused him of being an accomplice in the plot. Dym¬ 
nus, who first formed it, had not named him to any of 
the conspirators; and had Philotas been concerned 
in it, and the ring-leader, as was pretended, Dymnus 
would certainly have named him, at the head of all 
the rest, in order to engage them the more strongly. 
Had Philotas been conscious to himself of guilt in this 
articular, as he was sensible that Cehalinus, who 
new the whole, sought earnestly to acquaint the 
king with it, was it probable that he could have re¬ 
mained quiet two days together, without once endea¬ 
vouring either to despatch Cehalinus, or to put his 
dark design in execution, which lie might very easily 
have done? Philotas set these proofs, and a great 
many more, in the strongest light; and did not omit 
to mention the reasons which had made him despise 
the information that had been given him, as groundless 
and imaginary. Then directing himself on a sudden, 
to Alexander, as if he had been present, “ O king,” 
says he, “ wheresoever you may be, (for it is thought 
Alexander heard all that passed from behind a cur¬ 
tain) if I have committed a fault in not acquainting you 
with what I heard, I confessed it to you, and you par¬ 
doned me. You gave me your royal hand as a pledge 
of this; and you did me the honour to admit me at 
your table. If you believed me, I am innocent: if you 
pardoned me, 1 am cleared; I refer all this to your 
own judgment. What new crime have 1 committed 
since? 1 was in a deep sleep when my enemies waked 
me, and loaded me with chains. Is it natural for a 
man, who is conscious that he is guilty of the most 
horrid of all crimes, to be thus easy and undisturbed ? 
The innocence of my own conscience, and the promise 
your majesty made me, gave my mind this calm. Do 
not let the envy of my enemies prevail over your cle¬ 
mency and justice.” 

The result of this assembly was, that Philotas 
should be put on the rack. The persons who presided 
on that occasion were his most inveterate enemies, 
and they made him suffer every bind of torture. Phi¬ 
lotas at first discovered the utmost resolution and 
strength of mind; the torments he suffered not being 
able to force from him a single word, nor even so 
much as a sigh. But at last, conquered by pain, 
he confessed himself to be guilty, named several ac¬ 
complices, and even accused his own father. The 
next day, the answers of Philotas were read in full 
assembly, he himself being present. He was unani¬ 
mously sentenced to die; immediately after which he 
was stoned, according to the custom of Macedonia, 
with some other of the conspirators. 

They also judged at the same time, and put to death 
Lyncestes Alexander, who had been found guilty of 
conspiring the death of the king, and had been kept 
three years in prison. 

The condemnation of Philotas brought on that of 
Parmenio: whether it were that Alexander really be¬ 
lieved him guilty, or-was afraid of the father now’he 
had put the son to death. Polvdamas.one of the lords 
of the court, w^as appointed to see the execution per¬ 
formed. He bad been one of Parmenio’s most inti¬ 
mate friends, if w F e may give that name to courtiers 
who love nothing but their own. fortune. This was 
the very reason of his being nominated, because Par¬ 
menio could not entertain any suspicion of his being 
sent to him with such a design. He therefore set out 
for Media, where that general commanded the army, 
and w’as intrusted with the king’s treasures, which 
amounted to 180,000 talents, about 27,000,000Z. ster¬ 
ling. Alexander had given him several letters for 
Cleander, the king’s lieutenant in the province; and 
for the principal officers. Two were for Parmenio; 
one of them from Alexander, and the other sealed with 
Philotas’s seal, as if he had been alive, to prevent the 
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father from harbouring 1 the least suspicion. Polyda- 
mas was but eleven days on his journey, and alighted 
in the night-time at. the house of Oleander. After 
having taken all the precautions necessary, they went 
together with a great number of attendants, to meet 
Parmenio, who at this time was walking in a park of 
his own. The moment Polydamas spied biin, though 
at a great distance, he ran to embrace him with an air 
of the utmost joy; and after compliments, intermixed 
with the strongest indications of friendship, had passed 
on both sides, he gave him Alexander’s letter. In the 
opening it, he asked him what the king was doing; to 
which Polydamas replied, that he would know by his 
majesty’s letter. Parmenio, after perusing it, said: 
“The king is preparing to inarch against the Ara- 
chosii. How glorious a prince is this, who will not 
suffer himself to take a moment’s rest! However, 
he ought to be a little tender of himself, now he has 
acquired so much glory.’’ He afterwards opened the 
letter which was written in Philotas’s name; and, by 
his countenance, seemed pleased with the contents of 
it. At that very instant Oleander thrust a dagger into 
his side, then made another thrust in his throat; and 
the rest gave him several wounds, even after he was 
dead. 

Thus this great man ended his life; a man illus¬ 
trious both in peace and war; who had performed 
many glorious actions without the king, whereas the 
king had never achieved any thing conspicuous, but in 
concert with Parmenio. He was a person of great 
abilities, both in forming plans and carrying then) into 
execution; was very dear to the grandees, and much 
more to the officers and soldiers, who reposed the 
highest confidence in him; and looked upon them¬ 
selves as assured of victory when he was at their head, 
so firmly they relied on his capacity and good fortune. 
He was then threescore and ten years of age; and had 
always served his sovereign w ith inviolable fidelity and 
zeal, for which be was very ill rewarded; his son and 
himself having been put to death, merely on a slight 
suspicion, unsupported by any real proof, which ne¬ 
vertheless obliterated in a moment ail the great ser¬ 
vices both had done their country. 

Alexander was sensible 1 that such 

A. M. 3675. cruel executions might alienate the 
Ant J. C. 329. affections of the troops, of which he 
had a proof, by the letters they sent 
into Macedonia, which were intercepted by his order; 
concluding, therefore, that it w’ould be proper for him 
to separate from the rest of the army such soldiers as 
had most distinguished themselves by their murmurs 
and complaints, lest their seditious discourses should 
spread the same spirit of discontent, he formed a sepa¬ 
rate body of these, the command of which he gave to 
Leonidas; this kind of ignbmiii}'being the only pun¬ 
ishment he inflicted on them. But they were so strong¬ 
ly affected with it that they endeavoured to wipe 
out the disgraceit brought upon them, by a bravery, 
a fidelity, and an obedience, which they observed ever 
afterwards. 

To prevent the ill consequences that might arise 
from this secret discontent, Alexander set out upon 
his march, and continued to pursue Bessus;on which 
occasion he exposed himself to great hardships and 
dangers. After having passed through Drangiana, 
Arachosia, and the country of the Arimaspi, where all 
things submitted to his arms, he arrived at a moun¬ 
tain, called Paropamisus (a part of Caucasus) where 
his army underwent inexpressible fatigues, through 
weariness, famine, cold, and the snows, which killed 
a great number of his soldiers. Bessus laid waste all 
the country that lay between him and mount Cauca¬ 
sus, in order that the want of provisions and forage 
might deprive Alexander of an opportunity of pursu¬ 
ing him. He indeed suffered very much, but nothing 
could check his vigour. After making his army re¬ 
pose for some time at Drapsaca.he advanced towards 
Aornos and Bactria, the two strongest cities of Bac- 
triana, and took them both. At Alexander’s ap¬ 
proach, about 7 or 8000 Bactrians, who till then had 
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adhered very firmly to Bessus, abandoned him to a 
man, and retired each to his respective home. Bessus, 
at the head of the small number of forces who con¬ 
tinued faithful to him, passed the river Oxus, burnt all 
the boats he himself made use of, to prevent Alexan¬ 
der from crossing it, and withdrew to Nauaca, a city 
of Sogdiana, fully determined to raise a new army 
there. Alexander, however,did not give him time to 
do this; and not meeting wdth trees or timber suffi¬ 
cient for the building of boats and rafts, he supplied 
the want of these by distributing to his soldiers a 
great number of skins stuffed with straw, and such¬ 
like dry and light materials; upon which they placed 
themselves, and crossed the river in this manner; 
those w ho went over first, drawing up in battle array, 
whilst their comrades were coming after them. In 
this manner his wffiole army passed over in six days. 

In the mean while Spitamenes, who was Bessus’s 
chief confidant, formed a conspiracy against him, in 
concert with two more of his principal officers. Hav¬ 
ing seized his person, they put him in chains, forced 
his diadem from his head, tore to pieces the royal robe 
of Darius which he had put on, and set him on horse¬ 
back, in order to give him up to Alexander. 

That prince arrived at a little city inhabited by the 
Branchidte. These were the descendants of a family 
who had dwelt in Miletus, whom Xerxes, at his re¬ 
turn from Greece, had formerly sent into Upper Asia, 
where he had settled them in a very flourishing condi¬ 
tion, in return for their having delivered up to him the 
treasure of the temple of Apollo Didymaeus, the keep¬ 
ers of which they were. They received the king with 
the highest demonstrations of joy, and surrendered 
both themselves and their city to him. Alexander 
sent for such Milesians as were in his army, who pre¬ 
served an hereditary' hatred against the Branchidoe, 
because of the treachery of their ancestors. He then 
left them the choice, either of revenging the injury 
they had formerly done them, or of pardoning them in 
consideration of their common extraction. The Mi¬ 
lesians being so much divided in opinion, that they 
could not agree among themselves, Alexander under¬ 
took the decision himself. Accordingly, the next day 
he commanded his phalanx to surround the city: and 
a signal being given, they were ordered to plunder 
that abode of traitors, and put every one of them to 
the sword: which inhuman order was executed with 
the same barbarity as it had been given. All the citi¬ 
zens, at the very time that they woe going to pay 
homage to Alexander, were murdered in the streets 
and in their houses; no manner of regard being paid 
to their cries and tears, nor the least distinction made 
ofageorsex. They even pulled up the very founda¬ 
tions of the walls, that not the least traces of that 
city might remain. But of what crimes were those 
ill-fated citizens guilty'? Were they responsible for 
those their fathers had committed upwards of 150 
years before? 1 do not know whether history fur¬ 
nishes another example of so brutal and frantic a 
cruelty. 

A little after, Bessus was brought to Alexander, not 
only bound, but stark naked. Spitamenes held him 
by a chain, which went round his neck; anti it wa3 
difficult to say, whether that object was more agreea¬ 
ble to the Barharians or Macedonians. In presenting 
him to the king, he said: “ I have, at last, revenged 
hoth you and Darius, my kings and masters. . 1 bring 
you this wretch, who assassinated his sovereign, and 
who is now treated in the same manner as he himself 
gave the first example of. Alas! why cannot Darius 
himself see this spectacle!” Alexander, after having 
greatly applauded Spitamenes, turned about to Bes¬ 
sus, and spoke thus: “Thou surely must have been 
inspired with the rage and fury of a tiger, otherwise 
thou wouldst not have dared to load a king, from whom 
thou hadst received so many instances of favour, w ith 
chains, and afterwards murder him! Begone from my 
sight, thou monster of cruelty and perfidiousuess.” 
The king said no more, but sending for Oxatres, Da¬ 
rius’s brother, he gave Bessus to him, in order that he 
might suffer all the ignominy he deserved; suspend¬ 
ing, however, his execution, that he might be judged 
in the general assembly of the Persians. 
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SECTION XIII.— ALEXANDER, AFTER TAKING A 
GREAT MANY CITIES IN BACTRIANA, BUILDS 
ONE NEAR TIIE RIVER 1AXAKTES, WHICH IIE 
CALLS BY IIIS OWN NAME. THE SCYTHIANS, 
AIARMED AT THE BUILDING OF THIS CITY, AS 
IT WOULD BE A CHECK UPON THEM, SEND AM¬ 
BASSADORS TO TIIE KING, WHO ADDRESS THEM¬ 
SELVES TO IHM WITH .UNCOMMON FREEDOM. 
AITER HAVING DISMISSED THEM, HE TASSES 
THE IAXARTES, GAINS A SIGNAL VICTORY OVER 
THE SCYTHIANS, AND BEHAVES WITH HUMANI¬ 
TY TOWARDS THE VANQUISHED. IIE CHECKS 
AND PUNISHES TIIE INSURRECTION OF THE 
SOGDIANS, SENDS EESSUS TO ECBATANA TO BE 
PUT TO DEATH, AND TAKES THE CITY OF PE¬ 
TRA, WHICH WAS THOUGHT IMPREGNABLE. 
Alexander, * 1 insatiable of victory and conquest, 
r still marched forward in search of new nations whom 
/ie might subdue. After recruiting his cavalry, which 
had suffered very much by their long and daugerous 
marches, he advanced to the laxartes. 2 

Not far from this river the Barbarians rushing sud¬ 
denly from their mountains, came and attacked Alex¬ 
ander’s forces; and having carried off a great number 
of prisoners, retired to their lurking holes, in which 
were 20,000 men, who fought with bows and slings. 
The king went and besieged them in person, and 
being one of the foremost in the attack, he was shot 
with an arrow in the bone of his leg, and the iron head 
stuck in the wound. The Macedonians, who were 
reatly alarmed and afflicted, carried him off imme- 
iately, yet not so secretly, but that the Barbarians 
knew of it; for they saw from the top of the moun¬ 
tain every thing that was doing below. The next 
day the}' sent ambassadors to the king, who ordered 
them to be immediately brought in, when taking off 
the bandage which covered his wound, he showed 
them his leg, but did not tell them how much he had 
been hurt. They assured him, that as soon as they 
heard of his being wounded, they were as much afflict¬ 
ed as the Macedonians could possibly be; and, that 
had it been possible for them to find the person who 
had shot that arrow, they would have delivered him 
up to Alexander; that none but impious wretches 
would wage war against the gods; in a word, that being 
vanquished hy his unparalleled bravery, they surren¬ 
dered themselves to him with the nations who followed 
them. The king, having engaged his faith to them, 
and taken back his prisoners, accepted of their homage. 

After this he set out upon his march, and getting 
into a litter, a great dispute arose between the horse 
and foot who should carry it, each of those bodies 
pretending that this honour belonged to them only: 
and there was no other way of reconciling them, but 
by giving orders that they should carry it in turn. 

From hence he got, the fourth day, to Maracanda, 
a very considerable city, the capital of Sogdiana, 
which he took; and after leaving a considerable gar¬ 
rison there, he burned and laid waste all the open 
country. 

There came an embassy to him from the Abian 
Scythians, 3 who since the death of Cyrus had lived 
free and independent: these submitted to Alexander. 
They were considered as the most equitable of all the 
Barbarians; never making war but to defend them¬ 
selves; and the liberty established among them, and 
which they no ways abused, removed all distinction, 
and equalled the meanest among them with the great¬ 
est. A love of poverty and justice was their peculiar 
characteristic, and enabled them to live happy to¬ 
gether without wanting either kings or laws. Alex¬ 
ander received them kindiy,and sent one of his chief 
courtiers to take a view of their country, and even of 
the Scythians who inhabit beyond the Cimmerian 
Bosphorus. 

He had marked Out a spot of ground proper for 

i Arrian. I. iii. p. 143, 149. et 1. iv. p. 150—ICO. &. Curt. 

1 . vii. c. 0— 11 . 

9 Quinius Curtius and Arrian call it tbo Tanais, but 

they are mistaken. The Tanais lies much more west¬ 
ward, and empties itself not into iho Caspian Sea, but in 
the Pont hr Euxinus, and is now called the Don. 

* Abii Scythse. 


building a citv on the river laxartes, in order to curb 
the nations fie had already conquered, as well as 
those he intended to subdue. But this design was 
retarded by the rebellion of the Sogdians, which 
was soon after followed by that of the Bactrians. 
Alexander despatched Spitamenes, tvho had deliver¬ 
ed up Bessus into his hands, believing hint a very fit 
person to bring them back to their allegiance; but 
he himself had been chiefly instrumental in this in¬ 
surrection. The king, greatly surprised at this trea¬ 
chery, was determined to take vengeance of him in 
tile most signal manner. He marched in person to 
Cyropolis, and besieged it. This was the last city of 
the Persian empire, and had been built by Cyrus, 
whose name it bore. At the same time he sent Cra- 
terus, with two more of his general officers, to be¬ 
siege the city of the Meinaceni, to whom fifty troop¬ 
ers were sent, to desire them to sue for Alexander's 
clemency. These met with a very kind reception at 
first, but in the night-time they were all cut to pie¬ 
ces. Alexander had resolvedto spare Cyropolis, 
purely for the sake of Cyrus; for, of all the nion- 
archs who had reigned over these nations, there were 
none he admired more than this king and Semira- 
mis, because they had surpassed all the rest in cou¬ 
rage and glorious actions. He therefore offered very 
advantageous conditions to the hesieged, but they 
were so blindly obstinate as to reject them, and that 
even with pride and insolence; upon whifh he storm¬ 
ed the city, abandoning the plunder of it to his sol¬ 
diers, and razed it to the very foundations. From 
hence he went to the other city which Craterus was 
besieging. No place ever made a more vigorous de¬ 
fence; for Alexander lost his best soldiers before it, 
and was himself exposed to very great danger; a 
stone striking him with so much violence on the 
head, that it deprived him of his senses. The whole 
army indeed lamented him as dead; but this prioce, 
whom no danger nor disappointment could depress, 
pushed on the siege with greater vigour than before, 
the instant he recovered, without staying till his 
wound was healed, anger adding fresfr fuel to his 
natural ardour. Having therefore caused the wall 
to be sapped, he made a large breach in it, and en¬ 
tered the city, which he burned to the ground, and 
put all the inhabitants to the sword. Several other 
cities met with the same fate. This was the third re- 
bfllion of the Sogdians, who would not be quiet, 
though Alexander had pardoned them twice before. 
They lost above 120,000 men in these different sieges. 
The king afterwards sent Menedemus with 3000 foot 
and 800 horse to Maracanda, whence Spitamenes had 
driven the Macedonian garrison, and had shut himself 
up there. 

With regard to himself, he returned back and en¬ 
camped on the laxartes, where he surrounded with 
wails the whole spot of ground which his army had 
covered, and built a city on it, sixty furlongs 4 in cir¬ 
cumference, ff-hicb he also called Alexandria ; having 
before built several of that name. He caused the 
workmen to make such despatch, that in less than 
tw enty days the ramparts were raised, and the houses 
built; and indeed there was a great emulation among 
the soldiers, who should get his work done soonest, 
every one of them having had his portion allotted 
him: and to people his new city, he ransomed all the 
prisoners he could meet with, settled several Macedo¬ 
nians there who were worn out in the service, and 
permitted many natives of the country, at their own 
request, to inhabit it. 

But the king of those Scythians who live on the 
other side of laxartes, seeing that this city, built on 
the river, was a kind of yoke imposed on them, sent a 
great body of soldiers to demolish it, and to drive the 
Macedonians to a greater distance. Alexander, who 
had no design of attacking the Scythians, finding them 
make several incursions, even in his sight, in a very 
insolent manner, was very much perplexed; especially 
when advice w r as brought him at the same time, that 
the body of troops he had ordered to Maracanda, had 
been all,a very few excepted,cut to pieces. Such a 


* Three leagues. 
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number of obstacles uniting together would have dis¬ 
couraged an) one but an Alexander; for the Sogdian9 
had taken up arms, and the Bactrians also; his army 
was harassed by the Scythians; he himself was brought 
so low, that he was not able to stand upright, to mount 
on horseback, to speak to his forces, or give a single 
order. To increase his affliction, he found his army 
no ways inclined to attempt the passage of the river 
in sight of the enemy, who w r ere drawn up in battle 
array on the other side. The king continued in the 
utmost perplexity all night long; however, his cou¬ 
rage surmounted every difficulty. Being told that the 
auspices were not propitious, he forced the soothsayer 
to substitute favourable ones in their stead. At day¬ 
break he put on his coat of mail, and showed himself 
to the soldiers, who had not seen him since the last 
wound he had received. These held the king in such 
high veneration, that his presence alone immediately 
removed all their fears, so that they shed tears of joy, 
and went unanimously and paid him their respects; 
entreating him to lead them against the enemy, against 
whom they before had refused to march. They work¬ 
ed so hard at the rafts or lloats, that in three days’ time 
they had made 12,000; and also prepared a great num¬ 
ber of skins for the same purpose. 

As every thing was ready for the passage of the 
river, several Scythian ambassadors arrived, to the 
number of twenty, according to the custom of their 
country, who rode through the camp, desiring to speak 
with the king. Alexander having sent for them into 
his tent, desired them to sit down. They gazed 
attentively upon him a long time, without speaking a 
single word, probably being surprised (as they formed 
a judgment of men from their air and stature) to find 
that his did not answer the high idea they entertained 
of him from his fame. The oldest of the ambassa¬ 
dors addressed him in a speech, which, as Quintus 
Curtius relates it, is pretty long ; however, as it is 
very curious, I shall present my readers with the 
greatest part of it. 

“ Had the gods given thee a body proportionable to 
thy ambition, the whole universe would have been too 
little for thee. With one hand thou wouldst touch the 
east, and with the other the west: and not satisfied 
with this, thou wouldst follow the sun, and know 
where he hides himself. Such a9 thou art, thou yet 
aspirest after what it will be impossible for thee to at¬ 
tain. Thou crossest over from Europe into Asia; and 
when thou shalt have subdued all the race of men, 
then thou wilt make war against rivers, forests, and 
wild beasts. Dost thou not know, that tall trees are 
many years a growing, but may be torn up in an 
hour’s time; that the lion serves sometimes for food 
to the smallest birds; that iron, though so hard, is 
consumed by rust; in a word, that there is nothing so 
strong, which may not be destroyed by the weakest 
thing? 

“ What have we to do with thee? We never set 
foot In thy country. May not those who inhabit 
woods be allowed to live, without knowing who thou 
art,and whence thou comest? We will neithercom- 
niand over, nor submit to, any man. And that thou 
mayest be sensible what kind of people the Scythians 
are, know that we received from heaven, as a rich pre¬ 
sent, a yoke of oxen, a plough-share, an arrow, a jave¬ 
lin, and a cup. These we make use of, both with orur 
friends, and against our enemies. To our friends we 
give corn, which we procure by the labour of our oxen; 
with them we offer wine to the gods in our cup: and 
with regard to our enemies, we combat them at a dis¬ 
tance with our arrows, and near at hand with our jave¬ 
lins. It is with these we formerly conquered the most 
warlike nations, 1 subdued the most powerful kings, 
laid waste all Asia, and opened ourselves a way into 
the heart of Egypt. 

“ But thou, who boastest thy coming to extirpate 
robbers, thou thyself art the greatest robber upon 

t This is to be understood of the famous irruption of 
the Scythians, who advanced as far as Egypt, and possessed 
themselves of Upper As*a for twenty-eight years. See the 
History of the Assyrians. I have not followed Quintus 
Curtius Utterly in this place, the text being much embar* 
] asaed. 


earth. Thou hast plundered all the nations that thou 
hast overcome. Thou hast possessed thyself of Lydia, 
invaded Syria, Persia, and Bactriana; thou art forming 
a design to march as far as India, and thou now 
comest hither to 9eize upon our herds of cattle. The 
great possessions thou hast, only make thee covet more 
eagerly what thou hast not. Dost thou not see how 
long the Bactrians have checked thy progress? Whilst 
thou art subduing these,*the Sogdians revolt, and vic¬ 
tory is to thee only the occasion of war. 

“Pass but the Jaxartes, and thou w T ilt behold the 
great extent of our plains. It will be in vain for thee 
to pursue the Scythians; and I defy thee ever to over¬ 
take them. Our poverty will be more active than thy 
army, laden with the spoils of so many nations; and, 
when thou shalt fancy us at a great distance, thou 
wilt see us rush suddenly on thy camp; for we pur¬ 
sue, and fly from our enemies with equal speed. I am 
informed that the Greeks speak jestingly of the Scy¬ 
thian solitudes, and that they are even become a pro¬ 
verb; but we are fonder of our deserts, than of your 
great cities and fruitful plains. Let me observe to 
thee, that fortune is slippery; hold her fast therefore, 
for fear she should escape thee. Put a curb to thy 
felicity, if thou desirest to continue in possession of it. 

“ If thou art a god, thou oughtest to do good to 
mortals, and not to deprive them of their possessions: 
if thou art a mere man, reflect always on what thou 
art. They whom thou shalt not molest, will be thy 
true friends; the strongest friendships being contract¬ 
ed between equals; and they are esteemed equals, 
who have not tried their strength against each other: 
but do not imagine, that those whom thou conquerest 
can love thee; for there is no such thing as frtei dship 
between a master and his slave, and a forced peace is 
soon followed by a war. 

“ To conclude, 2 do not fancy that the Scythians 
will take an oath in their concluding an alliance. 
The only oath among them is to keep their word with¬ 
out swearing. Such cautions as these do indeed be¬ 
come Greeks, who sign their treaties* and call upon 
the god9 to witness them; but, with regard to u-s,our 
religion consists in being sincere, and in keeping the 
promises we have made. That man wbo is not ashamed 
to break his word with men, is not afraid of deceiving 
the gods; and of what use could friends be to thee 
whom thou couldst not trust? Consider that we will 
guard both Europe and Asia for thee. We extend as 
far as Thrace, and we are told, that Thrace is contigu¬ 
ous to Macedonia. The river laxartes alone divides 
us from Bactriana. Thus we are thy neighbours on 
both sides. Consider, therefore, whether thou wilt 
have us for friends, or enemies.” 

The barharian spoke thus; to whom the king made 
but a very short answer: “That he would take ad¬ 
vantage both of his own good fortune, and of their 
counsel: of his good fortune, by still continuing to 
rely upon it; and of their counsel, by not attempting 
any thing rashly.” Having dismissed the ambassa¬ 
dors, bis army embarked on the rafts, which by this 
time were got ready. In the front, he placed such as 
carried bucklers, and made them kneel aown, the bet¬ 
ter to secure themselves from the arrows of the enemy. 
Behind these were those w T ho worked the machines for 
discharging arrows and stones, covered on all sides 
with soldiers armed cap-a-pie. The rest who followed 
the engines, had their shields fixed together over their 
heads, in form of a tortoise, by which they defended 
the sailors who wore corslets. The like order and 
disposition were observed in the other rafts which 
carried the horse. 

The army found great difficulty in crossing. Every 
thing conspired to intimidate them: the clamour and 
confusion that are inseparable from such an enter¬ 
prise; the rapidity of the stream, which carried away 
every thing with it; and the sight of a numerous 
army, drawn up in battle array, on the opposite shore. 
However, the presence of Alexander, who was ever 

* Jurando graiiam Sovihias sancire ne eredideris : co- 
lendo fidem jurant. Graecorum isla cautio est, qui aeia 
consignant, nt dcos invorant: nos religionem in ipsa fide 
novimus. Qui non reverentur homines, fallunt tleos. 
Quint. Curt. 
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the foremost in encountering dangers, made them ne¬ 
glect their own safety, and be concerned for hisonty. 
As soon as the Macedonians began to draw near the 
shore, they who carried shields rose up together, when 
throwing their javelins with a steady aim, every wea¬ 
pon did execution. When they perceived that the 
enemy, overpowered with that shower of darts, began 
to give way, and draw their horses back, they leaped 
on the shore with incredible swiftness, and animating 
one another, began the charge with vigour. In this 
disorder, the troopers, whose horses were ready bri¬ 
dled, rushed upon the enemy, and quite broke them. 
The king could not be heard, by reason of the 
faintness of his voice, but the example he set, spoke 
for him. 

And nnw nothing was heard in the Macedonian 
army, but shouts of joy and victory, whilst they con¬ 
tinued to attack the Barbarians with the utmost fury. 
The latter not being able to stand so fierce an onset, 
fled as fast as their horses could carry them; for they 
consisted of cavalry only. Though the king was very 
weak, he nevertheless pursued them briskly a long 
way, till, being at last quite spent, he was obliged to 
stop. After commanding his troops to pursue them 
as long as daylight lasted, he withdrew to the camp, 
in order to repose himself, and to wait the return of 
his forces. The Macedonians had already gone be¬ 
yond the boundaries of Bacchus, which were marked 
out by great stones ranged close one to the other, 
and by great trees, the trunks of which were covered 
with ivy. However, the heat of the pursuit carried 
them still farther, and they did not return back into 
the camp till after midnight; having killed a great 
number of the enemy, and taken many more prison¬ 
ers, with 1800 horses, all which they drove before 
them. On Alexander’s side, there were but sixty 
troopers slain, and ahout 100 foot, with one thousand 
wounded. Alexander sent back to the Scythians all 
their prisoners without ransom, to show, that not 
animosity, but a thirst of glory had prompted him to 
make war against so valiant a nation. 

The report of this victory, and much more the cle¬ 
mency with which the king treated the vanquished, 
greaily increased his reputation. The Scythians had 
always been considered as invincible; but after their 
defeat, it was owned that every nation in the world 
ought to yield to the Macedonians. The Sacae, who 
were a powerful nation, sent an embassy to Alexander, 
by which they submitted themselves to him, and re¬ 
quested his friendship. The Scythians themselves 
made an apology by their ambassadors; throwing the 
whole blame of what had happened on some few indi¬ 
viduals, and declaring that they were ready to obey 
all the commands of the victorious prince. 

Alexander, being so happily freed from the care 
and trouble of this important war, bent his whole 
thoughts on Maracanda, in which the traitor Spitame- 
nes had fortified himself. At the first news of Alex¬ 
ander’s approach, he had fled awaj', and withdrawn 
into Bactriana. The king pursued him thither, but 
despairing to come up with him, he returned back and 
plundered Sogdiana, which is watered by the river 
Polytimetus. 

Among the Sogdians that were taken prisoners, 
there were thirty young men,all well shaped and very 
cornel}", and the greatest lords of the country. These 
being told, that they were led to execution by Alex¬ 
ander’s command, began to sing songs of joy, to leap 
and dance, discovering all the indications of an immo¬ 
derate joy. The king, surprised to see them go to 
death with so much gaiety, had them brought before 
him; when he asked them, how they came to break 
into such transports of joy, when they saw death be¬ 
fore their eyes'? they answered, that they should 
have been afflicted, had any other person but himself 
put them to death; but as they would be restored to 
their ancestors by the command of so great a monarch, 
who had vanquished all nations, they thought them¬ 
selves happy in a death so glorious, that the bravest 
men would wish to die the same. Alexander, admir¬ 
ing their magnanimity, asked whether they would de¬ 
sire to be pardoned, upon condition that they should 
be no longer his enemies'? They answered, he might 
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be assured they had never been his enemies; but that, 
as he had attacked them, they had defended them¬ 
selves; and that, had they been applied to in a gentle 
manner, and not attacked by force and violence, they 
would have vied with him in politeness and genero¬ 
sity. The king asked them farther, what pledges 
they would give him of their faith and sincerity? 
“ No otbey,” answered they, “but the same life we 
receive from your goodness, and which we shall al¬ 
ways be ready to give back, whenever you shall re¬ 
quire it.” And, indeed, they were as good as their 
word. Four of them, whom he took into his body 
guard, endeavoured to rival the Macedonians in zeal 
and fidelity. 

The king, after having left a small number of forces 
in Sogdiana, marched to Bactria, where, having as¬ 
sembled all his generals, he commanded Bessus to be 
brought before them; when, after reproaching him for 
his treachery, and causing his nose and ears to be cut 
off, he sent him to Ecbatana, there to suffer the most 
extreme torture, under the direction of Darius’s mo¬ 
ther. Plutarch has left us an account of this execu¬ 
tion. Four trees were bent, by main force, one to¬ 
wards the other; and to each of these trees, one of 
the limbs of this traitor’s body was fastened. After¬ 
wards, these trees being suffered to return to their 
natural position, they flew back with so much vio¬ 
lence, that each tore away the limb that was fixed to 
it, and so quartered him. The same punishment is 
at this day inflicted on persons convicted of high trea¬ 
son, who are torn to pieces by four horses. 

Alexander received at this time, both from Mace¬ 
donia and Greece, a large number of recruits, amount¬ 
ing to upwards of 16,000 men. By this considerable 
reinforcement, he was enabled to subdue all those who 
had rebelled: and, to curb them for the future, he built 
several fortresses in Margiana. 

All things were now restored to 
a profound tranquillity. There re- A. M. 3676. 
mained but one strong hold called Ant. J. C. 328. 
Petra Oxiana , or the rock ofOxus, 
which was defended by Arimazes,a native of Sogdiana, 
with 30,000 soldiers under his command,and ammuni¬ 
tion and provisions for two years. This rock, which 
was very high and craggy on all sides, was accessible 
only by a single path that was cut in it. The king, after 
viewing its works, wa3 a long time in suspense whe¬ 
ther he should besiege it; but, as it was his character 
to aim at the marvellous in all things, and to attempt 
impossibilities, he resolved to try, if he could not over¬ 
come, on this occasion, nature itself, which seemed to 
have fortified this rock in such a manner as had ren¬ 
dered it absolutely impregnable. However, before he 
formed the siege, he summoned those Barbarians, 
but in mild terms, to submit to him. Arimazes re¬ 
ceived this offer in a very haughty manner; and after 
using several insulting expressions, asked, “whether 
Alexander, who was able to do all things, could fly 
also; and whether nature had,on a sudden,given him 
wings?” 

Alexander was highly exasperated at this insolent 
answer. He therefore gave orders for selecting, from 
among the mountaineers who were in his army, 300 of 
the most active and dexterous. These heing brought 
to him, he addressed them thus: “ It was in your 
country, brave young men, that I stormed such places 
as were thought impregnable; that I made my way 
over mountains covered with eternal snows: crossed 
rivers, and broke through the passes of Cilicia. This 
rock, which you see, has but one outlet, which alone 
is defended by the Barbarians, who neglect every other 
part. There is no watch nor sentinel, except on that 
side which faces our camp. If you search very nar¬ 
rowly, yon certainly will meet with some path that 
leads to the top of the rock. Nothing has been made 
so inaccessible by nature, as not to be surmounted by 
valour; and it was only by our attempting, what no 
one before had hopes of effecting, that we have pos¬ 
sessed ourselves of Asia. Get up to the summit, and 
when you shall have made yourselves masters of it, 
set up a white standard there as a signal; and be as¬ 
sured, that I then will certainly disengage you from 
the enemy, and draw them upon myself, by making a 
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diversion.” The king accompanied this order with 
the most splendid promises; but the pleasing him, 
was considered by them as the greatest of all rewards. 
Fired therefore with the most noble ardour, and fan¬ 
cying they had already reached the summit, they set 
out, after having provided themselves with wedges to 
drive into the stones, with cramp-irons, and thick 
*s. , 

he king went round the mountain with them, and 
commanded them to begin their march 1 * at the second 
watch of the night, by that part which should seem to 
them of easiest access; beseeching the gods to guide 
their steps. They took provisions for two days; and 
being armed with swords and javelins only, they be¬ 
gan to ascend the mountain, walking some time on 
foot; afterwards, when it was necessary for them to 
climb, some clung to the stones which projected for¬ 
wards, and by that means raised themselves; others 
thrust their cramp-irons into the snow' that was frozen, 
to keep themselves from falling where the way w-as 
slippery; while others, driving in their wedges W'ith 
great strength, made them serve as so many scaling- 
Fadders. They spent the whole day in this manner, 
hanging against the rock, and exposed to numerous 
daDgers and difficulties, being obliged to struggle at 
the same time with snow, cola, and wind. Neverthe¬ 
less, the hardest task was yet to come; and the far¬ 
ther they advanced, the higher the rock seemed to 
rise. Hut that which terrified them most was the sad 
spectacle of some of their comrades falling down pre¬ 
cipices, whose unhappy fate was a warning to them 
of what they themselves might expect. Notwith¬ 
standing this, they still advanced forward, and ex¬ 
erted themselves so vigorously, that, iu spite of all 
these difficulties, they at last got to the top of the 
rock. But they were all inexpressibly weary, and 
many of them even lost the use of some of their limbs. 
Night and drowsiness came upon them at the same 
time, so that dispersing themselves in such parts of 
the rock as w'ere free from snows, they lay clown in 
them, and slept till day-break. At last waking from 
a deep sleep,and looking en all sides to discover the 
place where so many people could lie hid, they saw 
smoke below them, which showed them the haunt of 
the enemy. They then put up the signal, as had 
been agreed; and their whole company being drawn 
up, thirty-two were found wanting, who had lost their 
lives in the ascent. 

In the mean time the king,equally fired with a de¬ 
sire of storming the fortress, and struck with the visible 
dangers to which those men were exposed,continued 
on foot the whole day, gazing upon the rock, and did 
not retire to rest till dark night* The next morning, 
by peep of day, he was the first who perceived the 
signal. Nevertheless he was still in doubt whether 
he might trust his eyes, because of the false splendour 
which takes place at day-break; but the light increas¬ 
ing, he was sure of what he saw. Sending therefore 
for Cophes, who before, hy his command, had sounded 
the Barbarians, he despatched him a second time, to 
exhort them to think better of the matter; and in ease 
they should still depend upon the strength of the place, 
he then was ordered to show them the band of men 
behind their backs, who were got to the summit of 
the rock. Cophes employed all the arguments possi¬ 
ble, to engage Arimazes to capitulate; representing 
to him, that ne would gain the king’s favour, in case 
he did not interrupt the great designs he meditated, 
by obliging him to make some farther stay before that 
rock. Arimazes sent a haughtier and more insolent 
answer than before, and commanded him to retire. 
Then Cophes taking him by the hand, desired he 
would come out of the cave with him, which the Bar¬ 
barian doing, he showed him the Macedonians posted 
over his head, and said in an insulting tone of voice, 
44 You see that Alexander’s soldiers have wings.” In 
the mean time the trumpets were heard to sound in 
every part of the Macedonian camp, and the whole 
army shouted aloud, and cried, Victory! These things, 
though of little consequence in themselves, did never¬ 
theless, as often happens, throw the Barbarians into so 


great a consternation, that without once reflecting how 
lew were got to the summit, they thought themselves 
lost. Upon this, Cophes was recalled, and thirty of 
the chiefs among the Barbarians wc-re sent back with 
him, who agreed to surrender up the place, upon con¬ 
dition that their lives might be spared. The king, 
notwithstanding the strong opposition he might meet 
with, was however so exasperated at the haughtiness 
of Arimazes, that he refused to grant them any terms 
of capitulation. A blind and rash confidence in his 
own good fortune, which had never failed him, made 
him insensible to every danger. Arimazes, on the 
other side, blinded by fear, and concluding himself 
absolutely lost, came down with his relations and the 
principal nobility of the country into Alexander’s 
camp. But this prince, who was not master of his 
anger, forgetting what the faith of treaties and hu¬ 
manity required on this occasibn, caused them all to 
be scourged with rods, and afterwards be fixed to 
crosses, at the foot of the rock. The multitude of 
people who surrendered, with all the booty, were 
given to the inhabitants of the cities which had been 
newly founded in those parts, and Artabazus was 
left governor of the rock and the whole province 
round it. 

SECTION XIV.— THE DEATH OF CLXTUS. SEVE¬ 
RAL EXPEDITIONS OF ALEXANDER. HE ENDEA¬ 
VOURS TO PROCURE WORSHIP TO RE PAID TO 

HJMSELF, AFTER THE MANNER CF THE PER¬ 
SIANS. DISCONTENTS ARISE AMONG THE MACE¬ 
DONIANS. DEATH OF CALL1STI1ENES THE PHILO¬ 
SOPHER. 

Alexander 3 having subdued the Massagetae and 
the Daha\ entered Bazaria. In this province are a 
great number of large parks stocked with deer. Here 
the king took the diversion of hunting, in which he 
was exposed to very great peril; for a lion of an enor¬ 
mous size advanced directly to him, but he killed him 
with a single thrust. Although Alexander came off 
victorious on this occasion, yet the Macedonians, 
alarmed at the danger he had run, and the whole 
army in his person, gave orders, pursuant to the cus¬ 
tom of their country, that the king should go no more 
a-hunting on foot, without being attended by some of 
his courtiers and officers. They were sensible, that a 
king is not born for his own sake, but for that of his 
subjects; that he ought to be careful of his own per¬ 
son for their sakes, and reserve his courage for other 
dangers; and that the being famous for killing beasts 
(a reputation unworthy of a great prince) ought not 
to be purchased so dear. 

From hence he returned to Maracanda, where he 
quelled some tumults which had broken out in that 
country. Artabazus requesting to be discharged from 
the government of that province, by reason of his great 
age, he appointed Clitus his successor. He was an 
old officer, who had fought under Philip, and signali¬ 
zed himself on many occasions. Itw-as he who at the 
battle of the Granicus, as Alexander tvas fighting 
bareheaded, and Rosaces had his arm raised, in order 
to strike him behind, covered the king w-ith his shield, 
and cut off the Barbarian’s hand, Hellanice, his sister, 
had nursed Alexander; and he loved her with as 
much tenderness as if she had'been his own mother. 
As the king, from these several considerations, had 
very great respect for Clitus, he intrusted him with 
the government of one of the most important provinces 
of his empire, and ordered him to set out the next 
day. 

Before his departure, Clitus was invited in the eve¬ 
ning to an entertainment, in w'hich the king, 3 after 
drinking immoderately, began to celebrate his own 
exploits; and was so lavish in his praises of himself, 
that he even shocked those very persons who knew 
that he spoke truth. However, the oldest men in the 
company held their peace, till beginning to depreciate 
the warlike acts of Philip, he boasted, “ That the fa- 

c Quit)!. Curt. 1. viii. c. 1—8, Arrian. 1. iv. p. 161—171. 

Plut, in Alex, p. G93—G96. Justin. 1. xii. o. 6, 7. 

3 In quo rex, cum multo incaluisset mero, immodicus Es¬ 
timator sui, celebrare qua) gesserat ocepit: gravis eliam eo- 
rum auribus, qui sentiebant vera menioreri, Q. Curt . 


i About nine or ten o’clock. 
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mous victory of Chaeronea was won by his means; i not the courtiers withheld his arm, and Clitus been 
and that the glory of that celebrated day had been forced, but with great difficulty, out of the hall. IIow- 
torn from him by the malice and jealousy of his father: I ever, he returned into it immediately by another door, 
that in the insurrection 1 which broke out between the singing, with an air of insolence, verses reflecting 
Macedonians and mercenary Greeks, Philip, fainting ' ' ' ' “ 

from the wounds he had received in that tumult, had 
laid hi nisei Con the ground; and could not think of a 
better method to save himself, than by lying along as 
dead : that on this occasion he had covered him with his 


shield and killed with his own hands those who at¬ 
tempted to fall upon him; but that his father could 
never prevail upon himself to confess this circum¬ 
stance ingenuously, being vexed that he owed his life 
to his own son: that in the war against the Illyrians, 
he alone had done every thing, Philip having had no 
manner of share in it; and hearing of the defeat of 
the enemy, no otherwise than by the letters he sent 
him: that the persons worthy of praise, were not such 
as initiated themselves in the mysteries 2 of the Sa- 
mothracians, when they ought to have laid waste all 
Asia with fire and sword, but those who had achiev¬ 
ed such mighty exploits as surpassed all belief.” 

This and similar discourse was very pleasing to 
the young men, hut highly offensive to those^ ad¬ 
vanced in years; especially for Philip’s sake, under 
whom they had fought many years. Clitus, who also 
was flushed with wine, turning about to those who 
sat below him at table, quoted to them a passage 
from Euripides, 3 but in such a manner that the king 
could only hear his voice, and not the words distinctly. 
The sense of this passage was, “ That the Greeks 
had done very wrong in ordaining, that in the inscrip¬ 
tions engraved on trophies, the names of kings only 
should be mentioned; 4 because, by these means, 
brave men were robbed of the glory they had pur¬ 
chased with their blood.” The king, suspecting Cli¬ 
tus had let drop some disobliging expressions, asked 
those who sat nearest him, what he had said ? As no 
One answered, Clitus, raising his voice by degrees, 
began to relate the actions of Ph ilip, and his wars 
in Greece, preferring them to whatever was doing at 
that time; which created a great dispute between the 
young and old men. Whatever vexation the king 
might inwardly feel, he nevertheless stifled his resent¬ 
ment, and seemed to listen very patiently to all Clitus 
spoke to his prejudice. It is probable he would have 
quite suppressed his passion, had Clitus stopped there; 
but the latter, growing more and more insolent, as if 
determined to exasperate and insult the king, went 
such lengths, .as openly to defend Parmenio; and to 
assert, that the destroying of Thebes was but trifling 
in comparison of the victory which Philip had gained 
over the Athenians; and that the old Macedonians, 
though sometimes unsuccessful, were greatly supe¬ 
rior to those who were so rash as to despise them, 
Alexander telling him, that in giving cowardice the 
name of ill success, he was pleading his own cause; 
Clitus rises up, with his eyes sparkling with wine and 
anger: It is nevertheless this hand,” said he to him, 
extending it at the same time,” that saved your life 
at the battle of the Granicus. It is the blood and 
wounds of these very Macedonians, who are accused 
of cowardice, that raised you to this grandeur. But 
the tragical end of Parmenio shows, what.reward they 
and myself may expect for all our services.” This 
last reproach stung Alexander: however he still re¬ 
strained his passion, and only commanded him to leave 
the table. “ He is in the right,” says Clitus, as he 
rose up, “ not to hear freeborn men at his table, who 
can only tell him truth. He will do well to pass his 
life among Barbarians and slaves, who will be proud 
to pay their adoration to his Persian girdle and his 
white robe.” The king, now no longer able to sup¬ 
press his rage, snatched a javelin from or.e of his 
guards, and would have killed Clitus on the spot, had 


* This sedition is not mentioned in any other place. 

* It was usual for generals, before they set out on their 
expeditions, to cause themselves to be initiated in these 
mysteries, and offer sacrifices to the gods who presided over 
them. Possibly Philip, by observing this ceremony, had de¬ 
layed some enterprise. 

* In his Andromache. . 

* Alieno enim sanguine partam gloriam intercipi. Q. Curt. 


highly on the prince: who seeing the genera! _ 

him, struck him with his javelin, and laid him dead 
at his feet, crying out at the same time, “Go now to 
Philip, to Parmenio, and to Attalus.” 

The king’s anger being in a manner extinguished 
on a sudden in the blood of Clitus, his crime displayed 
itself to him in the blackest ancl most dreadful light. 
He had murdered a man, who indeed had abused his 
patience, but who till then had always served him 
with the utmost zeal and fidelity, and saved his life, 
though he was ashamed to own it. He had that in¬ 
stant performed the vile office of an executioner, in 
punishing, by a horrid murder, the uttering of some 
indi-creet words, which might be imputed to the fumes 
of wine. With what face could he appear before the 
sister of Clitus, his nurse, and offer her a hand im¬ 
brued in her brother's blood ? No longer able to sup¬ 
port these melancholy reflections, he threw himself 
on his friend’s body, forced out the javelin, and would 
have despatched himself with it, had not the guards 
who rushed in upon him, laid hold of his hands, and 
forcibly carried him into his own apartment. 

He passed that night and the next day in tears. 
After that groans and lamentations had quite wasted 
his spirits, he continued speechless, stretched on the 
ground, and only venting deep sighs. But his friends, 
fearing this silence would be fatal, forced themselves 
into his chamber. The king took very little notice of 
the efforts that were employed to comfort him; but 
Aristander, the soothsayer, putting him in mind of a 
dream, in which he had imagined he saw Clitus, 
clothed in a hlack robe, arid stated at table; and de¬ 
claring, that all which had then happened, was ap¬ 
pointed by the eternal decree of fate, and consequently 
unavoidable, Alexander appeared a little easier in his 
mind. He next was addressed by two philosophers, 
Callisthenes and Anaxarchu9. The former went up 
to him with an air of humanity and tenderness, and 
endeavoured to suppress his grief, by agreeably insin¬ 
uating himself, and endeavoured to make him recall 
his leason, by sound reflections drawn from the very 
essence of philosophy, and by carefully shunning all 
such expressions as might renew his affliction, and 
fret a wound, which, as it was still bleeding, required 
to be touched with the gentlest hand. But Anaxar- 
chus tvas not so considerate; for the moment ho en¬ 
tered, he cried aloud, “What! is this Alexander, on 
Tyhom the eyes of the world are fixed? Behold bira 
here extended on the floor, shedding floods of tears, 
like the meanest slave! Does not he know, that he 
himself is a supreme law to his subjects; that he con¬ 
quered merely to raise himself to the exalted dignity 
of lord^and sovereign, and not to subject himself to a 
vain opinion?” The king was determined to starve 
himself; so that it was with the utmost difficulty that 
his friends prevailed with hiin to take a little suste¬ 
nance. The Macedonians declared by a decree, that 
Clitus had been justly killed; to which decree Anax- 
archus the philosopher had given occasion, by asserting 
that the will of princes is the supreme law of the state. 
Alas! how weak are all such reflections against the 
cries of a justly alarmed conscience, which can never 
be quieted either by flattery or false arguments! 

It must be confessed that Clitus had committed a 
great and inexcusable fault. It was indeed his duty, 
not to join in discourses calculated to sully the glory 
of Philip his benefactor; but to show his dislike of 
what was said, by a mournful but modest silence. He 
possibly might nave been allowed to have given his 
testimony to the merits of the late monarch, provided 
he had expressed himself with prudence and modera¬ 
tion. Had such moderation been unsuccessful, he 
might justly have merited pity, and would not have 
been criminal. But by breaking into injurious and 
shocking reproaches, be quite forgot the veneration 
due to the sacred character of kings: with regard to 
whom, how unjustly soever they may act, not onlv 
every contemptuous and insulting expression is forbia, 
but every disrespectful and unguarded word; they 
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being towards their subjects the representatives of 
God himself. 

It must nevertheless be confessed, that the circum¬ 
stance of the banquet extenuates very much, or 
throws, in some measure, a veil over Clitus’s fault. 
When a prince invites a subject to his table; when 
he makes him the companion of a debauch, and in 
person excites him to drink immoderately; a king on 
such an occasion, seems to forget his dignity, and to 
permit his guests to forget it also; he gives a sanc¬ 
tion, as it were, to the liberties, familiarities, and sud¬ 
den flights, which wine commonly inspires: and 
should he be displeased with a subject for equalling 
himself with him, he. ought to blame himself, for hav¬ 
ing first raised a subject so high. A fault committed 
under these circumstances, is nevertheless a fault; 
but then it does not deserve to be expiated by the 
blood of the offender. 

A certain author compares anger, 1 when united 
with power, to thunder; and, indeed, what havoc does 
it not then make? But how dreadful must it be, when 
joined with drunkenness! We see this in Alexan¬ 
der. How unhappy was that prince, not to have en¬ 
deavoured to subdue those two vices in his youth; 2 
but even to have been confirmed in them, from the 
example of one of his tutors? For it is asserted, that 
both were the consequences of his education. But 
what can be meaner, or more unworthy a king, than 
drinking to excess? What can be more fatal or 
bloody, than the transports of anger? Alexander, 3 
who had overcome so many nations, was himself con¬ 
quered by those two vices,*which thrown shade over 
the glory of I 113 brightest actions. The reason of this, 
says Seneca, is, he endeavoured more to vanquish 
others, than to subdue himself; not knowing, that to 
triumph over our passions is, of all conquests, the 
most glorious. 

Alexander, after continuing ten days in Maracanda, 
in order to recover his spirits, marched into the Xenip- 
pa,a province bordering upon Scythia; whiihersome 
rebels were retired, all whom he subjected,and gave 
them a free pardon. Froui thence he set forward 
with his army towards the Chorienian rock, of which 
Sysimethres was governor. All access to it seemed 
absolutely impracticable; nevertheless, he at last gat 
near it, after having passed through numberless diffi¬ 
culties, and, by the mediation of Oxyartes, a prince 
of that country, who had adhered to Alexander, be 
prevailed with Sysimetbres to surrender. The king 
after this left him the government of that place, and 
promised him very great advantages in case he con¬ 
tinued faithful. 

Alexander had resolved to attack the Dahte, be¬ 
cause Spitamenes, the chief of the rebels, had taken 
refuge among them; but the good fortune which al¬ 
ways attended him, spared him that labour.. The 
wife of this Barbarian, being no longer able to bear 
the vagabond wretched life her husband had forced 
her to lead, and having often entreated him, but in 
vain, to surrender himself to the conqueror, she her¬ 
self murdered him in the night; and, quite covered 
with his blood, went and carried his head to the king. 
Alexander was shocked at so horrid a spectacle, and 
ordered her to be driven ignominiously from the camp. 

Alexander, alter having drawn his army out of the 
garrisons, where they had wintered three months, 
marched towards a country called Gabaza. In his 
way he met with a dreadful storm. Flashes of light¬ 
ning coming thick one upon the other, dazzled the eye 3 
of the soldiers, and entirely discuuraged them. It 
thundered almost incessantly, and the thunderbolts 
fell every moment at the feet of the soldiers; so that 


i Fulmen est, ubi eum putestate habitat iracundia. 
Publ. Syr. 

a Nee minus error eorum nocet moribus, si quidem Le¬ 
onidas Alexandri pedagogue, ul a Babylonio Diogene tradi- 
tur, quibusdam eum viliis imbuit, quae robustum quoque eL 
jam maximum regem ab ilia inslitutiune puerili suat prose- 
euta. Quintil. 1. i. c. ]. 

Victor lot regum aique populorum, irse succnbuit. Id 
f/im egerat, ul omnia potius haberct in poiestate, quam 
.Vffectus.—Imperare sibi, maximum imperiuni est. Scncc. 
'Epist, cxiii. 


they.dk! not dare either to stand still or advance for¬ 
ward. On a sodden, u violent shower of rain, mixed 
with hail, came pouring down like a flood; and so 
extreme was the cold in this country, that it froze the 
rain as soon as it fell. The sufferings of the army 
on this occasion were almost insupportable. Tha 
king, who was the only person invincible by these ca¬ 
lamities, rode up and down among the soldiers, com- 
fovted and animated them; and pointing at smoke 
which issued from distant huts, urged them tq march 
thither with all the speed possible. Having given or¬ 
ders for the felling of a great number of trees, and 
laying them in heaps up and down, he had fires made 
in different place?, and by this means saved the army, 
but upwards of 1000 men lost their lives. The king 
made up to the officers and soldiers the several losses 
they had sustained during this fatal storm. 

When they were recovered so well as to be able to 
march, he went into the country of the Sacae, which 
he soon overran and laid waste. Soon after this, 
Oxyartes received him in hi? palace, and invited him 
to a sumptuous banquet, in which he displayed all 
the magnificence of the Barbarians. He had a daugh¬ 
ter called Roxana, whose exquisite beauty was heigh¬ 
tened by all the charms of wit and good sense. Alex¬ 
ander found her charms irresistible, and made her 
his wife; covering his passion with the specious pre¬ 
tence, of uniting the two nations in such bands as 
should improve their mutual harmony, by blending 
their interests, and throwing down all distinctions be¬ 
tween the conquerors and the conquered. This mar¬ 
riage displeased the Macedonians very much, and ex¬ 
asperated his chief courtiers, to see him make one of 
his slaves his father-in-law: but as, after his murder¬ 
ing Clitus, 4 no one dared to speak to him with free¬ 
dom, they applauded what he did with their eyes and 
countenances, which can adapt themselves wonder¬ 
fully to flattery and servile complaisance. 

In fine; having resolved to march into India, and 
embark from thence on the ocean, he commanded (in 
order that nothing might be left behind to check nis 
designs) that 30,000 young men should be brought 
him, all completely armed, out of the several pro¬ 
vinces, to serve him at the same time for hostages as 
well as soldiers. In the meanwhile he sent Cratenus 
against some of the rebels, whom he easily defeated. 
Pulysperchon likewise subdued a country called Bu- 
bacene; so that all things being in perfect tranquillity, 
Alexander bent his whole thoughts to the carrying on 
war with India. This country was considered as the 
richest in the world, not only in gold, but in pearls 
and precious stones, with which the inhabitants adorn¬ 
ed themselves, but with more luxury than graceful¬ 
ness. It was re lated, that the shields of the soldiers 
were of gold and ivory; and the king, now the great¬ 
est monarch in the world, being determined not to 
yield to any person whatsoever, in any circumstance, 
caused the shields of his soldiers to be set oft' with 
silver plates, put golden bridles to the horses, had the 
coats of mail ornamented with gold and silver, and 
prepared to march for this enterprise, at the head of 
120,000 men, all equipped thus magnificently. 

All things being ready for their setting out, he 
thought proper to reveal the design he had so long 
meditated, viz. to have divine honours paid him; and 
was solely intent on the means of putting that design 
in execution. ’ He was anxious, not only to be called, 
but to be believed, the son of Jupiter; as if it had 
been possible for him to command absolutely the 
mind as well as the tongue,.and that the Macedonians 
should fall prostrate, and adore him after the Persian 
manner. 

To soothe and cherish these ridiculous pretensions, 5 
there were not wanting flatterers, those common pest3 
of courts, who are more dangerous to princes than 
the anus of their enemies. The Macedonians, indeed, 
would not stoop to this base adulation; all of them, 
to a man, refusing to vary, in any manner, from the 

* Seil, post Clyti es'dem, libertale sublaia, vultu qni max- 
ime servit, assentiebaniur Q. Curt. 

J Non deerat talia concupiscenti perniciasa adulatio, per- 
petuum malum regum, quorum opes sa'piua assentatio 
quam hostis, evertit. Q. Curt. 
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customs of their country. The whole evil was owing 
to some Greeks, whose depraved manners were a 
scandal to their profession of teaching virtue and the 
sciences. These, though the very refuse of Greece, 
were nevertheless in greater credit with the king, than 
either the princes of his blood, or the generals of his 
army: it was such creatures as these that placed him 
in the skies; and published, wherever they came, that 
Hercules, Bacchus, Castor, and Pollux, would resign 
their seats to this new deit}\ 

He therefore appointed a festival, and made an 
incredibly pompous banquet, to which he invited the 
greatest lords of his court, both Macedonians and 
Greeks, and most of the highest quality among the 
Persians. With these he sat down at table for some 
time, after which he withdrew. Upon this Cleon, one 
of his flatterers, began to speak, and expatiated very 
much on the praises of the king, as had before been 
agreed upon. He made a long detail of the high obli¬ 
gations they had to him, all which (he observed) they 
might acknowledge and repay at a very easy expense, 
merely with two grains of incense, which they should 
offer to him as to a god, without the least scruple, 
since they believed him such. To this pnrpose he 
cited the example of the Persians. He took notice, 
that Hercules himself, and Bacchus, were not ranked 
among the deities till after they had surmounted the 
envy of their contemporaries; that in case the rest 
should scruple to pay this justice to Alexander's merit, 
he himself was resolved to show them the way, and to 
worship him if he should come into the hall: but that 
all of them must do their duty, especially those that 
professed wisdom, who ought to set the others an 
example of the veneration due to so great a monarch. 

It appeared plainly that this speech was directed to 
Callisthenes. He was related to Aristotle,! who had 
presented him to Alexander his pupil, that he might 
attend upon that monarch in the war of Persia. • He 
was considered, upon account of his wisdom and 
gravity, as the fittest person to give him such whole¬ 
some counsel as was most capable of preserving him 
from those excesses, into which his youth and fiery 
temper might hurry him; but he was accused of not 
possessing the gentle, insinuating behaviour of courts; 
and of not knowing a certain medium, 2 between gro¬ 
velling complaisance, and inflexible obstinacy. Ari¬ 
stotle had attempted, but to no purpose, to suftenthe 
severity of his temper; and foreseeing the ill conse¬ 
quences with which this disagreeable liberty of speak¬ 
ing his mind might be attended, he used often to 
repeat the following verse of Homer to him: 3 

My son, thy freedom will abridge thy days. 

And his prediction was but too true. 

This philosopher, seeing that every one, on this 
occasion, continued in a deep silence, and that the 
eyes of the whole assembly were fixed on him, made 
a speech, which appears to niejust enough. However, 
it often happens, when a subject is bound in duty to 
oppose the inclinations of his sovereign, that the most 
cautious and most respectful zeal is considered as 
insolence and rebellion. “ Had the king,” said he, 
“been present at the speech which thou hast just 
made, none among us would have attempted to answer 
thee, for he himself would have interrupted thee, and 
not have suffered thee to prompt him to assume the 
customs of barbarians, in casting an odium on his per¬ 
son and glory, by so servile an adulation. But since 
he is absent, I will answer thee in his name. I con¬ 
sider Alexand/u* * a?, jvorthy of all the honours that can 
be paid a mortal; bu.ythere is a difference between 
the worship of the gods ai>d that of men. The former 
includes temples, altars, prayers, and sacrifices; the 
latter is confined to praises oply, and awful respect. 
We salute the latter, and look upon it as glorious to 
pay them submission, obedience, and fidelity; but we 
adore the former, we institute festivals to their honour, 

1 Diog. Laert. in Aristot.lib. v. 303. 

a Inter ahrupLnm contumaciam ct deforme obsequium 

F ergere her ambilione ac periculis vaeuum. Tucit. AnnaL 
ib. iv. cap. 20. 

• 'iJjcv/icgoj art /«ertxoj, of'* vOfsCn?. 

II. xviii.v.95. 


and sing hymns and anthems to their gloiy. The 
worship of the gods does itself vary, according to their 
rank; and the homage we pay to Castor ancf Pollux, 
is not like that with which we adore Mercury and 
Jupiter. We must not therefore confound all distinc¬ 
tions, either by bringing down the g'ods to the condi¬ 
tion of mortals, or by raising a mortal to the state of a 
god. Alexander would be justly offended should we 
pay to another person, the homage due to his sacred 
person alone: ought we not to dread the indignation 
of the gods as much, should we bestow upon mortals 
the honours due to them alone? I am sensible that 
our monarch is vastly superior to the rest; he is the 
greatest of kings, and the most glorious of conquerors: 
but then he is a man, not a god. To obtain this title, 
he must first be divested of his mortal frame: but 
this it is greatly our interest to wish may not happen, 
but as late as possible. The Greeks did not worship 
Hercules till after his death: and that not till the ora¬ 
cle had expressly commanded it. The Persians are 
cited as an example for our imitation: but how lon^ 
is it that the vanquished have given law to the victor? 
Can we forget that Alexander crossed the Hellespont, 
not to subject Greece to Asia, but Asia to Greece?” 

The deep silence which all the company observed 
whilst Callisthenes spoke, was a sufficient indication 
of their thoughts. The king, who stood behind the 
tapestry all the time, heard whatever had passed. He 
thereupon ordered Cleon to be told, “That without 
insisting any farther, he would only require the Per¬ 
sians to fall prostrate, according to their usual custom.” 
A little after this he came in, pretending he had been 
busied in some affair of importance, and immediately 
the Persians fell prostrate to adore him. Polysperchon, 
who stood near him, observing that one of them bowed 
so low that his chin touched the ground, bid him in a 
rallying tone of voice, to strike harder . The king, 
offended at this joke, threw Polysperchon into prison, 
and broke up the assembly. However, he afterwards 
pardoned him; but Callisthenes was not so fortunate. 

To rid himself of him, he laid to his charge a crime 
of which he was no ways guilty. Hermolaus, one of 
the young officers who attended upon the king in all 
places, had, upon account of some private pique, 
formed a conspiracy against him; but it was very 
happily discovered, the instant it was to be put in 
execution. The criminals were seized, put to the 
torture, and executed. Not one among them had 
accused Callisthenes; but haring been very intimate 
with Hermolaus, that alone was sufficient. Accord¬ 
ingly he was thrown into a dungeon, loaded with iron?, 
and the most grievous torments were inflicted on him, 
in order to extort a confession of guilt. But he insis¬ 
ted upon his innocence to the last, and expired in the 
midst of his tortures. 

Nothing has reflected so much dishonour on Alex¬ 
ander’s memory as this unjust and cruel death of 
Callisthenes. He truly merited the name of philoso¬ 
pher, from the solidity of his understanding, the 
extent of his knowledge, the austerity of his life, the 
regularity of his conduct, and above all, from the 
hatred he so evidently manifested for dissimulation 
and flattery of every kind. He was not born for 
courts, the frequenters of which must have a supple, 
pliable, flexible temper; sometimes indeed it must be 
of a knavish and treacherous, at least of a hypocriti¬ 
cal, flattering turn. He very seldom was seen at the 
king’s table, though frequently invited to it: and 
whenever he prevailed so far upon himself as to go 
thither, his melancholy silent air was a manifest indica¬ 
tion, that he disapproved of every thing that was said 
or done at it. With this humour, which was a little 
too severe, he would have been an inestimable trea¬ 
sure to a prince who hated falsehood; for among the 
many thousands who surrounded Alexander, and paid 
court to him, Callisthenes alone had courage enough 
to tell him the truth. But where do we meet with 
princes who know the value of such a treasure and the 
use which ought to be made of it? Truth seldom 
pierces those clouds which are raised by the authority 
of the great, and the flattery of their courtiers. And 
indeed, Alexander, by this dreadful example, deprived 
all virtuous mca of the opportunity of pointing out hi* 
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true interest. From that instant no one spoke with 
freedom in the council; even those who had the great¬ 
est love for the public welfare, and a personal affec¬ 
tion for Alexander, thought themselves not obliged to 
undeceive him. After this nothing was listened to 
but flattery, which gained such an ascendant over that 
prince, as entirely depraved him, and justly punished 
him for having sacrificed to the wild ambition of having 
adoration paid him, the most virtuous man about his 
person. 

I observe, after Seneca, 1 that the death of Callis- 
thenes is an eternal reproach to Alexander, and so 
horrid a crime, that no quality, how beautiful soever, 
no military exploit, however brilliant, can ever efface 
its infamy. If it is said in favour of Alexander, that 
he killed an infinite number of Persians; that he 
dethroned and slew the most powerful king of the 
earth; conquered innumerable provinces and nations; 
penetrated as far as the ocean, and extended the 
buunds of his empire from the most remote part of 
Thrace to the extremities of the East: in answer to 
each of these particulars, “ Yes,” says Seneca, “ but 
lie murdered Callislhenes;” 2 a crime of such magni¬ 
tude, that it entirely obliterates the glory of all his 
other actions. 

SECTION XV. —ALEXANDER SETS OUT FOR INDIA. 
A DIGRESSION WITH REGARD TO THAT COUNTRY. 
HE BESIEGES AND TAKES SEVERAL CITIES WHICH 
APPEARED IMPREGNABLE, AND IS OFTEN IN DAN¬ 
GER OF HIS LIFE. HE CROSSES THE RIVER INDUS, 
AND AFTERWARDS THE HYDASPES, AND GAINS A 
SIGNAL VICTORY OVER PURUS, WHOM HE RESTORES 
TO HIS THRONE. 

Alexander, to stop the murmurs and discontents 
which arose among his soldiers, set out for India. lie 
himself wanted action and motion, for he always, 
when unemployed, lost part of the glorv he had ac¬ 
quired in war. An excess of vanity and folly promp¬ 
ted him to undertake this expedition; a project quite 
useless in itself, aud attended with very dangerous 
consequences. He had read in the ancient fables of 
Greece, that Bacchus, and Hercules, both sons of 
Jupiter, like himself, had marched so far. He was 
determined not to be surpassed by them: and tlmre 
was not wanting many flatterers, who applauded this 
wild, chimerical design. 

These are the things that constitute the glory and 
merit of such pretended heroes; and it is this which 
many people, dazzled by a false splendour, still admire 
in Alexander: a ridiculous desire of rambling up and 
down the world; of disturbing the tranquillity of na¬ 
tions, who were not bound to him by any obligations; 
of treating all those as enemies, who should refuse to 
acknowledge him for their sovereign; of ransacking 
and extirpating such as should presume to defend 
their liberties, their possessions and their lives, against 
an unjust invader, who came from the extremity of the 
earth to attack them, without the least shadow of rea¬ 
son. Add to this glaring injustice, the rash and wild 
projecthehad formed,of subduing with infinite labour, 
and the utmost hazard, many more nations than it was 
possible for him to keep in subjection; and the sad 
necessity to which he was reduced, of being perpetu¬ 
ally obliged to conquer them anew, and punish them 
for their rebellion. This is a sketch of what the 
conquest of India would exhibit to us, after I shall 
have given some little account of the situation and 
manners of that country, and of some of its rarities. 

Ptolemy divides India into two parts; India on this, 
and India on the other side of the Ganges. Alexan¬ 
der did not go beyond the former, nor even so far 

» Hoc est Alexandri crimen acternum, quod nulla virtus, 
nulla bellorum felicitas redimet. Nam quotiens quis dixe- 
rit occidit Persarura multa millia, opponetur, et Callisthe¬ 
nem. Quoliens dictum erit, occidit Darium, penes quern 
tunc magnum regnum erat; opponetur, et Callisthenem. 
Qtuotiens dictum erit, omnia oceano tenus vicit, ipsum 
quoque tentavit novis classibus, et imperium ex angu- 
lo Thraciae usque ad orientis terminos protulit; dicitur, 
ecd Callisthenem occidit. Omnia licet antiqua ducum 
regumque exempla transient, ex his qu® fecit, nihil tam 
magnum erit, quara seelus Callisthcnis. Senec. J\ r at. quast, 
1. vi. c. 23. a Q. Curt. 1. viii. c. 9. 


as the Ganges. This first part is situated between 
two great rivers, the Indus, whence this country re¬ 
ceives its name, and the Ganges. Ptolemy says, the 
limits of it are, to the west, Paropamisus, Arachosia, 
and Gedrosia, which either form a part, or are upon 
the confines of the. kingdom of Persia; to the north. 
Mount Imaus, which is a part of Great Tartary: to 
the east, the Ganges: to the south, the Ocean or 
Indian Sea. 

All the Indians, 3 according to Arrian, are free, 
and, like the Lacedaemonians, have no slaves amon^ 
them. The only difference is, the latter make use ot 
foreign slaves, whereas there are none in India. They 
do not erect any monuments in honour of the dead, 
but are of opinion, that the reputation of illustrious 
men is their mausoleum. 

They may be divided into seven classes. The first 
and most honourable, though the least numerous, is 
that of the Brahmans, who are, as it were, the guar¬ 
dians of religion. I shall have occasion to mention 
them in the sequel. 

The second and greatest is that of the husband¬ 
men. These are had in great esteem. Their only 
occupation is to cultivate the fields, and they are never 
taken from this employment to carry arms aud serve 
in the field: even in time of war, it is an inviolable 
law, never to molest them or their lands. 

The third is that of herdsmen and shepherds, who 
keep herds and flocks, and never come into cities. 
They rove up and down the mountains, and often 
exercise themselves in hunting. 

> The fourth is of traders and artificers, among 
whom pilots and seamen are included. These three 
last orders pay a tribute to the king, and none are 
exempt from it but those that make arms, who in¬ 
stead of paying any thing, receive a stipend from the 
public. 

The fifth is of soldiers, whose only improvement is 
war: they are furnished with all sorts of necessaries; 
and, in time of peace, are abundantly supplied with 
all things. Their life, at all times, is free and disen¬ 
gaged from cares of every kind. 

The sixth order is that of overseers (‘EWa-xojroi,) 
who superintend tbe actions of others, and examine 
every transaction, either in cities or the country, and 
report the whole to the prince. The virtues and quali¬ 
ties required in these magistrates are exactness, sin¬ 
cerity, probity, and the love of their country. Noue 
of these magistrates, says the historian, have ever been 
accused of telling an untruth. Thrice happy nation, 
were this really fact! However, this observation 
roves at least that truth and justice were had in great 
onour in this country, and that knavery and in¬ 
sincerity were detested in it. 

Lastly, the seventh class consists of persons em¬ 
ployed in the public councils, and who share the cares 
of the government with the sovereign. From this 
class ore taken magistrates, intendants, governors of 
provinces, generals, and all military officers, whether 
for land or sea; comptrollers of the treasury, recei¬ 
vers, and all who are entrusted with the public mo¬ 
neys. 

These different orders of the state never intermix 
by marriage; and an artificer, for instance, is not 
allowed to take a wife from among the class of hus¬ 
bandmen ; and so of the rest. None of these can fol¬ 
low two professions at the same time, nor quit one 
class for another. It is natural to conclude, that this 
regulation must have contributed very much to the 
improvement of all arts and trade'- fas eV®ry one added 
his own industry and reflections to those of his ances¬ 
tors, which were delivered down to him by an unin¬ 
terrupted tradition. 

Many observations flight be made on th>.se Indian 
customs, which I am bbliged to omit, for the sake of 
proceeding in my history. I only entreat the reader to 
observe, that in every wise government, every well- 
governed state, the tilling of lands, and the grazing of 
cattle (two perpetual and certain sources of riches and 
abundance,) have always been one of the chief objects 
of the care of those who preside in the administration; 


* Arriaa.de Iadic.p. 324—338. 
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and that the neglect of either is erring against one of 
tile most important maxims in policy. 

I also admire very much that custom of appointing 
overseers, whether they are known for such or not, 
who go upon the spot, in order to inspect the conduct 
of governors, intendants, and judges; the only method 
to prevent the rapine and outrages, to which unlimited 
authority, and the distance from a court, frequently 
give occasion; the only method,at the same time,for 
a sovereign to know the state of his kingdom, without 
which it is impossible for him to govern happily the 
people whom Providence has entrusted to his care. 
This care regards him personally; and those who act 
under him can no more dispense with the discharge of 
it, than they can usurp his diadem. 

It is remarkable, that in Indja, from the month of 
June to those of September and October, excessive 
rains fall very often, whereby the crossing of rivers is 
rendered much more difficult, and frequent inunda¬ 
tions happen. Hence we may judge how greatly, during 
all this season, the armies of Alexander must have 
suffered, as they were at that time in the field. 

Before I leave what relates in general to India, I 
shall say a few words concerning the elephants, with 
which that country abounds more than any other. 
The .elephant exceeds all terrestrial animals in size. 
Some are thirteen or fifteen feet high. The female 
goes a whole year with heryoung. It lives sometimes 
to the age of 100 or 120years; nay much longer, if 
some ancient writers may be credited. Its nose, called 
its trunk (proboscis ,) is long and hollow’, like a large 
trumpet, and serves the elephant instead of a hand,) 
which it moves with incredible agility and strength, 
and thereby is of prodigious service to it. The ele¬ 
phant, i 2 notwithstanding its prodigious size, is so 
tractable and industrious, that one woulc^ be almost 
apt to conclude it were formed with something like 
human reason. It is susceptible of affection, fond¬ 
ness, and gratitude, so far as to pine away with sor¬ 
row when it has lost its master, and even sometimes 
to destroy itself when it happens to have ill used or 
murdered him in the transport of its fury. There is 
no kind of thing which it cannot be taught. Arrian, 
whose authority is not to be questioned, relates, 
that he had seen an elephant dance with two cym¬ 
bals fixed to his legs, which he struck one after the 
other in cadence with his trunk; while the jest dan¬ 
ced round him, keeping time with a surprising exact¬ 
ness. 

He describes very particularly the manner in which 
they are taken. The Indians inclose a large snot of 
round, with a trench of about twenty feet w'ide,and 
fteen high, to which there is access but in one part, 
and this is a bridge, which is covered with turf; in order 
that these animals, who are very subtle, may not sus¬ 
pect any thing. Of the earth that is dug out of the 
trench, a kind of wall is raised on the outer side, of 
which a little kind of chamber is made, where people 
conceal themselves in order to watch these animals, 
leaving a very small opening. In this enclosure two 
or thi’ee tame female elephants are set. The instant 
the wild elephants see or smell them, they run and 
whirl about so much, that at last they enter the en¬ 
closure, upon which the biiclge is immediately broken 
down, and the people upon the watch fly to the neigh¬ 
bouring villages for help. After they have been broke 
for a few days by hunger and thirst, people enter the 
enclosure upon tame elephants, and with these they 
attack them. As the wild ones are by this time very 
much weakened, it is impossible for them to make a 
long resistance. After throwing them on the ground, 
men get upon their backs, having first made a deep 
wound round their necks, about which they throw a 
rope, in order to put them to great pain, in case they 
attempt to stir. Being tamed in this manner, they 
suffer themselves to be led quietly to the houses with 
the rest, where they are fed with grass and green corn, 
and gradually tamed by blows and hunger, till such 

i Manus data elephantis, quia propter magniiudinem cor¬ 

poris difficiies aditus habebant ad pastuni. Cic. de nat. dcor. 

iib. ii. n. 123. 

»E!ephanto belluarum nulla providentior Atfiguraquse 

vastio' 2 De nat. deor, kb. i. n. 07. 
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time as they obey readily their master’s voice, and 
perfectly understand his language. 

Every one knows the use that was formerly made 
of these animals in battle; however, the}’ frequently 
made greater havoc in the army to which they belonged 
than in that of the enemy. Their teeth, or rather 
tu»ks, furnish us with ivory. But it is time to return 
to Alexander. 

This 3 prince having entered India, 4 all the petty 
kings of these countries came to meet him, and make 
their submissions. They declared that he was the 
third son of Jupiter, 5 * who had arrived in their coun¬ 
try: that they had known Bacchus and Hercules no 
otherwise than by fame; but as for Alexander, they 
had the happiness to sec him, and to enjoy his pre¬ 
sence. The king received them with the utmost 
courtesy, commanding them to accompany him, and 
serve him as guides. As no more of them came in to 
pay their homage, he detached Hepbasstion and Per- 
diocas with part of his forces, to subdue all who should 
refuse to submit. He ordered thorn to advance as far 
as the Indus, and to prepare boats to convey his army 
across that river. But finding he was obliged to cross 
several rivers, he caused these boats to be built in such 
a form, that they could be taken to pieces; the seve¬ 
ral parts of them carried upon waggons, and afterwards 
put together again. Then, having commanded Cra- 
terus to follow him with his phalanx, he himself 
marched before, with his cavalry and light-armed 
troops; and after a slight engagement, he defeated 
those who had dared to make head against him, and 
pursued them to the next city, into which they fled. 
Oaterus being come up, the king, in order to terrify, 
at the first onset, those nations who had not yet felt 
the power of the Macedonian arms, commanded his 
soldiers to burn down the fortifications of that place, 
which he besieged in a regular way, and to put all the 
inhabitants to the sword. But as he was going round 
the walls on horseback, he was wounded by an arrow. 
Notwithstanding this accident, he took the city, after 
which he made dreadful havoc of all the soldiers and 
inhabitants, and did not so much as spare the houses. 

After subduing this nation, which was of no great 
consequence, he inarched towards the city of Nysa, 
and encamped pretty near its walls, behind a forest, 
that hid it. In the mean time, it grew so very cold in 
the night, that they had never yet felt so excessive a 
chill; but, vei-y happily lor them, a remedy was near 
at hand. They felled a great number of ti-ees, and 
lighted up several fires, which proved vei*y comforta¬ 
ble to the whole army. The besieged having attempt¬ 
ed a sally with ill success, a faction arose in the city, 
some being of opinion that it would be best for them 
to surrender, whilst others were for holding out. 
This coming to the king’s ear, he only blacked up 
the city, and did not do the inhabitants any farther 
injury; till at last, tired out with the length of the 
siege, they surrendered at discretion, and accoi’dingly 
weie kindly treated by the conqueror. They declared 
that their city had been built by Bacchus. The whole 
army, for six days together, celebrated games, and 
made rejoicings on this mountain, in honour of the 
god who was there worshipped. 

He marched from thence to a 
country called Dsedala, which had A. M. 3677. 
been abandoned by the inhabitants, Ant. J. C. 326. 
who had fled for shelter to inaccessi¬ 
ble mountains, as had also those of Acadera, into which 
he afterwai’ds entered. This obliged him to change 
his method of war, and to disperse his forces in diffe¬ 
rent places, by which means the enemy were all de¬ 
feated at once: no resistance was made any where, 
and those who were so courageous as to wait the 
coming up of the Macedonians, were all cut to pieces. 
Ptolemy took several little cities the instant he set 


3 Quint. Curt. 1. viii. c. 9—14. Arrian. I. iv. p. 18*2—195. 
1. v. p. 195—221. Plut. in Alex, p. G97—699. Diod. 1. xvii. 
p. 557—559. Justin. I. xii. r. 7, 8. 

* Quintus Curtins supposes, that several countries on this 
side of the Indus, hut adjacent to that river, belonged to In¬ 
dia, and made part of it. 

» Could these Greek names of gods be known to the In¬ 
dians ? 
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down before them: Alexander carried the large ones, 
and, after uniting all his forces, passed the river Cbo- 
aspesj and left Ccenus to besiege a rich and populous 
city, called Bazira by the inhabitants. 

He afterwards marched towards Massaga, whose 
king, called Assacanus, was lately dead, and Cleophes, 
his mother, ruled the province and city. There were 
30,000 foot in it, and both nature and art seemed to 
have vied with each other in raising its fortifications; 
for towards the east, it was surrounded with a very 
rapid river, the banks of which were steep, and diffi¬ 
cult of access; and on the west and south were high 
craggy reeks; at the foot whereof were caves, which 
through length of time had increased into a kind of 
abysses; and where these failed, a trench of an asto¬ 
nishing depth was digged with incredible labour. 

Whilst Alexander was going round the city, to view 
its fortifications, he was shot by on arrow in the calf 
of his leg; but he only pulled out the weapon, and, 
without so much as binding up the wound, mounted 
his horse,and continued to view the outward fortifica¬ 
tions of the city. But as he rode with his leg down¬ 
ward, and the congealing of the blood put him to great 
pain, it is related that he cried, 2 “Every one swears 
that I am the son of Jupiter, but my wound makes 
me sensible that 1 am a man.” However, he did not 
leave the place till he had seen every thing; and given 
all the necessary orders. Some of the soldiers, there¬ 
fore, demolished such houses as stood without the city, 
and with the rubbish, filled up the gulfs above men¬ 
tioned. Others threw great trunks of trees and huge 
stones into them; and all laboured with so much vi¬ 
gour, that in nine clays the works were completed, and 
the towers were raised upon them. 

The king, without waiting till his wound was healed, 
visited the works, and after applauding the soldiers 
for their great despatch, caused the engines to be 
brought forward, w hence a great number of darts w ere 
discharged against those who defended the walls. But 
that which most terrified the barbarians, was those 
towers of a vast height, which seemed to them to 
move of themselves. This made them imagine, that 
they were made to advance by the gods; and that 
those battering-rams which beat clown walls, and the 
javelins thrown by engines, the like of which they had 
never seen, could not be the effect of human strength: 
so that, persuaded that it would be impossible for them 
to defend the city,they withdrew into the citadel; but 
not finding themselves more secure there, they scut 
ambassadors to propose a surrender. The queen af¬ 
terwards came and met Alexander, attended by a 
great number of ladies, who all brought him wine 
in cups, by way of sacrifice. The king gave her a 
very gracious reception, and restored her to her 
kingdom. 

From hence Polysperchon was sent with an arm}’ 
to besiege the city of Ora, which he soon took. Most 
of its inhabitants had withdrawn to the rock called 
Aornos. There was a tradition, that Hercules having 
besieged this rock, an earthquake had forced him to 
quit the siege. There are not on this rock, as on 
many others, gentle declivities of easy access; but it 
rises like u bank; and being very wide at the bottom, 
grows narrower all the way to ihe top, which termi¬ 
nates in a point. The river Indus, whose source is 
not far from this place, flow’s at the bottom, its banks 
being perpendicular and high; and on the other side 
were vast morasses, which it was necessary to fill up 
before the rock could betaken. Very happily for the 
Macedonians they were near a forest. This the king 
caused to be cut down, commanding the soldiers to 
carry off nothing but the trunks, the branches of 
which were lopped, in order that they might be carried 
with the less difficulty; and he himself threw the first 
trunk into the morass. The army seeing this, shouted 
for joy, and every soldier labouring with incredible 
diligence, the work was finished in seven days; im¬ 
mediate!}' after which the attack began. The officers 
were of opinion, that it would not be proper for the 


1 This is not the Choaspes which runs by Susa. 

- Omnes jumnt me Jovis esse fi]ium, sed vulnus hoc liomi- 
nem esso me clumat. -S’rnec. Epist. lix. 


king to expose himself on this occasion, the danger 
being evidently too great. However, the trumpet bad 
no sooner sounded, than this prince, who was not 
master of his courage, commanded his guaids to fol¬ 
low, himself first climbing the rock. At this sfght it 
appeared no longer inaccessible, and every one flew 
alter him. Never were soldiers exposed to greater 
danger; but they were all resolved to conquer or die. 
Several fell from the rock into the river, whose whirl¬ 
pools swallowed them up. The barbarians rolled 
great stones on the foremost, who being scarce able 
to keep upon their feet (the rock w'as so slippery,) fell 
down the precipices, and were dashed to pieces. No 
sight could possibly be more dismal than this; the 
king, greatly afflicted at the loss of so many brave 
soldiers, caused a retreat to be sounded. Neverthe¬ 
less, though he had lost all hopes of taking the place, 
and was determined to raise the siege, he acted as if 
he intended to continue, and accordingly gave orders 
for bringing forward the towers and other engines. 
The besieged, by way of insult, made great rejoi¬ 
cings; and continued their festivity 1 - for two days and 
two nights, making the rock and the whole neigh¬ 
bourhood echo with the sound of their drums and 
cymbals. But the third night they were not heard, 
and the Macedonians were surprised to see every 
part of the roclc illuminated with torches. The king 
was informed, that the Indians had lighted them to 
assist their flight, and to guide them the more easily 
among the precipices, during the obscurity of the 
night. Immediately the whole army, by Alexander’s 
order, shouted aloud, which terrified the fugitives so 
much, that several of them fancying they saw the 
enemy, flung themselves from the top of the rock, and 
perished miserably. The king, having so happily and 
unexpectedJy possessed himself of the rock, in anal- 
most miraculous manner, thanked the gods, and offer¬ 
ed sacrifices in their honour. 

From hence he marched towards Ecbolimus which 
he took, and after sixteen clays’ march arrived at the 
river Indus, where he found that IIepha?stion had 
got all things ready for his passage, pursuant to the 
orders given him. The king of the country, called 
Omphis, whose father died some time before, had sent 
to Alexander, to know whether he would give him 
leave to wear the crown. Notwithstanding he had 
received this permission, he. nevertheless delayed as¬ 
suming it till his arrival. He then went to meet him 
with his whole army; and when Alexander was ad¬ 
vanced pretty near, he pushed forward his horse, came 
up singly to bin), and the king did the same. The 
Indian then told him by an interpreter, “that he was 
come to meet him at the head of his army, in order to 
deliver up all his forces into his hands; that he sur¬ 
rendered his person and kingdom to a monarch, who 
he w r as sensible, fought only with the view of ac¬ 
quiring glory, and dreaded nothing so much as trea¬ 
chery.” The king, greatly satisfied with the frank- 
nessofthe barbarian, gave him his hand, and restored 
him to his kingdom. He then made Alexander a pre¬ 
sent of fifty-six elephants, and a great number of 
other animals of prodigious size. Alexander ask¬ 
ing him which were most necessary to him, husband¬ 
men or soldiers? he replied, that as he W’as at war 
with two kings, the latter were of greatest service to 
him. These two monarchs were Abisarcs and Porus, 
the latter of whom was the most powerful, and the 
dominions of both were situated on the other side of 
the Ilydaspes. Omphis assumed the diadem, and 
took the name of Taxilus, by which the kings of that 
country were usually called. He made magnificent 
resents to Alexander, who did not suffer himself to 
e exceeded in generosity. 

The next day, ambassadors from Abisares, waiting 
upon the king,surrendered up to him, pursuant to the 
power given them, all the dominions of their sovereign; 
and after a promise of fidelity had been given on both 
sides, they returned back. 

Alexander expecting that Porus, astonished with 
the report of his glorv, would not fail to submit to him, 
sent a message to that prince, as if he had been his 
vassal, requiring him to pay trihnte, and meet him 
upon the frontiers of his dominions. Porus answered 
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with great composure, that he would meet him upon 
the frontiers, but it should be sword in hand. At the 
same time, a reinforcement of thirty elephants, which 
were of great service, were sent to Alexander. lie 
gave the superintendance of nil his elephants toTaxi- 
lus, and advanced as far as the banks of the Hydaspes. 
Porus was encamped on the other side of it, in order 
to dispute the passage with him; and had posted at 
the head of his army eighty-five elephants of a prodi¬ 
gious >ize, and behind them 300 chariots, supported 
by 30,000 foot; he had not at most above 7000 horse. 
This prince was mounted on an elephant much larg< r 
than any of the rest, and he himself exceeded the 
usual stature of men; so that, clothed in his armour, 
glittering with gold and silver, he appeared at the 
same time terrible and majestic. The greatness of 
his courage equalled that of his stature, and he was 
os wise and prudent as it wa3 possible for the mon¬ 
arch of so barbarous a people to be. 

The Macedonians dreaded not only the enemy, but 
the river they were obliged to pass. It was four fur¬ 
longs wide (about 400 fathoms,) and so deep in every 
part, that it looked like a sea, and was no where forda¬ 
ble. It was vastly impetuous notwithstanding its 
great breadth; for it rolled with as much violence,as 
if it had been confined to a narrow channel; and its 
raging, foaming waves, which broke in many places, 
discovered that it Wcas full of stones and rocks. 
However, nothing was so dreadful as the appearance 
of the shore, which was quite covered with men, hor¬ 
ses, and elephants. Those hideous animals stood like 
so many towers, and the Indians exasperated them, 
in order that the horrid cry they made might fill the 
enemy with great terror. However, this could not in¬ 
timidate an army of men, whose courage was proof 
against all attacks, and who were emboldened by an 
uninterrupted series of prosperity; but then they did 
not think it would be possible for them, as their barks 
were so crazy, to surmount the rapidity of the stream, 
or land with safety. 

This river was full of little islands, to which the 
Indians and Macedonians used to swim, with their 
arms over their heads; and slight skirmishes took 
place every day in the sight of the two kings, who 
were well pleased to try their strength in these small 
excursions, and to form a judgment from such skir¬ 
mishes of the success of a general battle. There 
were two young officers in Alexander’s army, Egesi- 
machus and JNicanor, men of equal intrepidity, and 
who, having been ever successful, despised dangers 
of every kind. They took with them the bravest 
youths in the whole army; and with no other wea¬ 
pons than their javelins, swam to an island in which 
several of the enemy were landed ; where, with scarce 
any other assistance but their intrepidity, they made 
a great slaughter. After this bold stroke, they might 
have retired with glory, were it possible for rashness, 
when successful, to keep within bounds. But as they 
waited with contempt, and an insulting air, for those 
who came to succour their companions, they were 
surrounded by a band of soldiers, who had swam un¬ 
perceived to the island, and overwhelmed with the 
darts which were shot from far. Those who endea¬ 
voured to save themselves by swimming, were either 
carried away by the waves, or swallowed up by the 
whirlpools. The courage of Porus who saw all this 
from the shore, was surprisingly increased by this 
success. 

Alexander was in great perplexity; and finding he 
could not pass the Hydaspes by force of arms, he 
therefore resolved to have recourse to artifice. Ac¬ 
cordingly he caused his cavalry to attempt several 
times to pass it in the night, and to shout as if they 
really intended to ford the river, all things bcingpre- 
pared for that purpose. Immediately Porus hurried 
thither with his elephants, but Alexander continued 
in battle array on the bank. This stratagem having 
been attempted several times, and Porus finding the 
whole but mere noise and empty menaces, he took no 
farther notice of these motions, and only sent «couts to 
every part of the shore. Alexander being now no 
longer apprehensive of having the whole army of 
the enemy fall upon him, in his attempting to cross 
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the river in the night, began to resolve seriously to 

pass it. 

There was in the river, at a considerable distance 
from Alexander’s camp, an island of a greater extent 
than either of the rest, which being covered with trees, 
was well suited to conceal his design, and therefore 
he resolved to attempt the passage that way. How- 
•ever, the better to conceal the knowledge of it from 
the enemy, and deceive them on this occasion, he left 
Craterus in his camp with a great part of the army, 
with orders for them to make a great noise, at a cer¬ 
tain time which should be appointed, in order to alarm 
the Indians, and make them believe that be was pre¬ 
paring to cross the river; but that he should not at¬ 
tempt this, till such time as Porus should have raised 
his camp, and marched away his elephants, either to 
withdraw or advance towards those Macedonians who 
should attempt the passage. Between the. camp and 
the island he had posted Meleager and Gorgias with 
the foreign horse and foot, with orders for them to 
pass over in bodies, the instant they should see him 
engaged in battle. 

After giving the«e orders, he took the rest of his 
army, as well cavalry as infantry; and, wheeling oft’ 
from the shore, in order to avoid being perceived, he 
advanced in the. night-time towards the island into 
which he was resolved to go; and the better to deceive 
the enemy, Alexander caused his tent to be pitched in 
the camp where he bad left Craterus, which w’as op¬ 
posite to that of Porus. His life-guards were draw'll 
up round, in all the pomp and splendour with which 
the majesty of a great king is usually surrounded. 
He also caused a royal robe to be put upon Attalus, 
who w as of the same age with himself, and so much 
resembled the king, both in stature and features, 
especially at so great a distance as the breadth of the 
river, that the enemy might suppose Alexander him¬ 
self was on the bank, and was attempting the passage 
in that place. He, however, was by this time got to 
the island above mentioned; and immediately landed 
upon it from boats, with the rest of his troops, w hilst 
the enemy were employed in opposing Craterus. But 
on a sudden a furious storm arose, which seemed as if 
it would retard the execution of his project, yc t proved 
of advantage to it; for so fortunate was this prince, 
that obstacles changed into advantages and succours 
in his favour. The storm was succeeded by a very 
violent shower, with impetuous winds, flashes of light¬ 
ning and thunder, insomuch that there was no hearing 
or seeing any thing. Any man but Alexander w'ould 
have abandoned his design; but he, on the contrary, 
was animated by the very danger, not to mention that 
the noise, the confusion, and the darkness, assisted his 
passage. He thereupon made the signal for the em¬ 
barkation of his troops, and went off himself in the 
first boat. It is re ported that it was on this occasion 
he cried out, “ O Athenians, could you believe that I 
W'ould expose myself to such dangers to merit y’our 
applause!” And, indeed, nothing could contribute 
more to eternize his name, than the having his actions 
recorded by such great historians as Thucydides and 
Xenophon; 1 anti so anxious was he about the charac¬ 
ter which should be given him after his death, that he 
w'ished it were possible for him to return again into 
the world only so long as was necessary to know what 
impression the perusal of his history would make on 
the minds of men. 

Scarce any person appeared to oppose their landing, 
because Porus was wholly taken up with Craterus, 
and imagined he had nothing to do but to oppose his 
passage. Immediately’ this general, pursuant to his 
orders, made a prodigious clamour, and seemed dis¬ 
posed to attempt the passage of the river. Upon this 
all the boats came to shore, one excepted, which the 
waves dashed to pieces against a rock. The moment 
Alexander was lauded, he drew up in order of battle 
his little army, consisting of 6000 foot and 5000 horse 
He himself headed the latter; and having commanded 
the foot to make all imaginable despatch after him, he 
marched before. It was his firm opinion, that in case 
the Indians should oppose him w ith their whole force, 


i Lucian, de conscrib. hist. p. 094. 
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his cavalry would <nve him infinite advantage over 
them; and that, at all events, lie might easily continue 
fighting till his foot should come up; or, that iri’case 
the enemy, alarmed at the news of his having passed 
the river, should fly, it would then be in his power 
to pursue, and make a great slaughter of them. 

Porus, upon hearing that Alexander had crossed the 
river, had sent against him a detachment, commanded’ 
by one of his sons, of 2000 horse and 120 chariots. 
Alexander imagined them at first to be the enemy’s 
van-guard, and. that the whole army was behind them; 
but being informed it was but a detachment, he 
charged them with such vigour, (hat Porus’s son was 
killed upon the spot, with 400 horses, and all the 
chariots were taken. Each of these chariots carried 
six men ; two were armed u ith bucklers, two bowmen 
sal on each side, and two guided the chariot, who 
nevertheless always fought when the battle grew 
warm, having a great number of darts which thtj* 
discharged at the enemy. But all these did little exe¬ 
cution that day, because the rain, which had fallen in 
great abundance, had moistened the earth to such a 
degree, that the horses could scarcely stand upon 
their legs: and the chariots being very heavy, most 
of them sunk very deep into the mud. 

Porus, upon receiving advice of the death of his son, 
the defeat of the detachment, and of Alexander’s ap- 
roacli, was in doubt whether it would he proper for 
im to continue in his post, because Craterus, with the 
rest of the Macedonian army, made a feint as if they 
intended to pass the river. However he at last re¬ 
solved logo and meet Alexander, whom he justly sup¬ 
posed to be at the head of the choicest troops of his 
army. Accordingly, leaving only a few elephants in 
his camp, to amuse those who were posted on the 
opposite shore, he sc t out with 30,t)00 foot, 4000 horse, 
300 chariots, and 200 elephants. Being come into a 
firm, sandy soil, into which his horses and chariots 
might wheel about with ease, he drew up his army 
in battle array, with an intent to wait the coming up 
of the enemy. He posted in front, and on the first 
line, all the elephants at 100 feet distance one from 
the other, in order that they might serve as a bul¬ 
wark to his foot, who were behind. It was his opin¬ 
ion, (hat the enemy’s cavalry would not dare to en¬ 
gage in the?e intervals, because of the fear tlw ir hor¬ 
ses w'oulcl have of the elephants; and much less the 
infantry, when they should see that of the enemy 
posted behind the elephants, and themselves in dan¬ 
ger of being trod to pieces by those animals. He 
had posted some of his foot on the same line with the 
elephants, in order to cover their right and left; 
and this infantry was covered by his two wings of 
horse, before which his chariots were posted. Such 
was the order and disposition of Porus’s army. 

Alexander being come in sight of the enemy, halted 
to wait the coming of his foot, which marched with the 
utmost diligence, and arrived a little after; and in 
order that they might have time to take breath, and 
not be led, fatigued as they were, against the enemy, 
he caused his horse to make a great many evolutions, 
in order to gain time. But now every thing being 
ready, and the infantry having sufliciently recovered 
their vigour, Alexander gave the signal of battle. He 
did not think proper to begin by attacking the enemy’s 
main body, where the infantry and the elephants were 
posted, for the very reason which had made Porus 
draw them up in that manner: but his cavalry being 
stronger, he drew out the greatest part of them; and 
marching against the left wing, sent Camus with his 
own regiment of horse, and that of Demetrius, to 
charge them at the same time; ordering him to attack 
the cavalry on the left, in the rear, while he himself 
would charge them both in front and Hank. Seleucus, 
Antigonus, and Tauron, who commanded the foot, 
were ordered not to stir from their posts, till Alex¬ 
ander’s cavalry had put that of the enemy, as well as 
their foot, into disorder. 

Being come w ithin arrow-shot, he detached 1000 
bowmen on horse-back, with orders for them to make 
their discharge on the horse of Torus’s left wing, in 
order to throw it into disorder, whilst he himselfshould 
charge this body in Hank, before it had lime to rally. 


The Indians, having closed their squadrons, advanced 
against Alexander. At that instant Coenus charged 
them in the rear, according to the orders given him; 
so that the Indians were obliged to face about on all 
sides, to defend themselves from the 1000 bowmen, 
and against Alexander and Coenus. Alexander, to 
make the best advantage of the confusion into which 
this sudden evolution had thrown them, charged with 
great vigour those that made head against him, who 
being no longer able to stand so violent an attack, 
were soon broke, and retired behind the elephants, as 
to an impregnable rampart. The leaders of the ele¬ 
phants made them advance against the enemj ’3 horse; 
but that very instant, the Macedonian phalanx moving 
on a sudden, surrounded those animals, and charged 
with their pikes the elephants themselves and their 
leaders. Tnis battle u j as very different from all (hose 
which Alexander had hitherto fought; for the ele¬ 
phants rushing upon (he battalions, broke, with mex- 
ressible fury, (he thickest of them; when the Indian 
orse, seeing the Macedonian foot stopped by the ele¬ 
phants, returned to the charge; however, that of Alex¬ 
ander being stronger, and having greater experience 
in war, broke this body a second time, and obliged it 
again to retire towards the elephants; upon w hich the 
Macedonian horse being all united in one body, spread 
terror and confusion wherever they attacked. The 
elephants being all covered with wounds, and the 
greatest part having lost their leaders, no longer ob¬ 
served their usual order; but, frantic as it were with 
pain, no longer distinguished friends from foes, but 
running about from place to place, they overthrew 
every thing that came in their way. The Macedo¬ 
nians, who had purposely left a greater interval be¬ 
tween their battalions, either made way for them 
wherever they came forward, or charged with darts 
those that fear"anil the tumult obliged to retire. Alex¬ 
ander, after having surrounded the enemy w-ith his 
horse, made a signal to his foot to march up with all 
imaginable speed, in order to make a last effort, and 
to fall upon them with his whole force; all which 
they executed very successfully. In (his manner the 
greatest pari of the Indian cavalry were cut to pieces; 
and a body of their foot, which sustained no less loss, 
set ing themselves charged on all sides, at last fled. 
Craterus, who had continued in the camp, with the 
rest of his army, seeing Alexander engaged with 
Porus, crossed the river, and charging the routed 
«oldiers with his troops, who were fresh and vigorous, 
killed as many enemies in the retreat as had fallen in 
the battle. 

The Indians lost on this occasion 20,000 foot and 
3000 horse; not to mention the chariots which w r ere 
nil broken to pieces, and the elephants, all of which 
were either killed or taken. Porus’s two sons fell in 
this battle, with Spitacus, governor of the province; 
all the colonels of horse and foot, and those who 
uided the elephants and chariots. As for Alexander, 
e lost but fourseoreof the G000 soldiers w ho were at 
the first charge, ten bowmen of the horse, twenty of 
his horse guards, and 200 common soldiers. 

Porus, after having performed all the duties both of 
a soldier and a general in the battle, and fought with 
intrepid bravery, seeing all his horse defeated and the 
greatest part of his foot, did not behave like the great 
king Darius, who, on a like disaster, was the first that 
fled; on the contrary, he continued in the field as long 
as one battalion or squadron stood their ground; but 
at last, having received a wound in the shoulder, he 
retired upon his elephant; and was easily distin¬ 
guished from the rest, by the greatness of his stature, 
and his unparalleled bravery. Alexander, finding 
who he was by those glorious marks, and being de¬ 
sirous of saving him, sent Taxilus after him, because 
hew r as of the same nation. The latter advancing as 
near to him as he might, without running any danger 
of being wotinded, called out to him to stop, in order 
to hear the message he had brought him from Alex¬ 
ander. Porus turning back, and seeing it w r as Tax- 
ilus, his old enemy: “How!” says he “is it not 
Taxilus that calls, that traitor to Lis country and 
kingdom?” Immediately after which he would have 
transfixed him with his dart, had he not instantly 
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retired. Notwithstanding this, Alexander being still 
desirous to save so brave a prince, despatched other 
otiicers, among whom was Meroe, one of his intimate 
friends, who" besought him, in the strongest terms, to 
uait upon a conqueror altogether worthy of him. 
After much entreaty, Porus consented, and accord¬ 
ingly set forward. Alexander, who had been told of 
his coming, advanced forwards in order to receive him 
with some of his train. Being come pretty near, Alex¬ 
ander stopped, purposely to take a view of his stature 
and noble mien, he being above five cubits in height. 1 
Porus did not seem dejected at his misfortune, but 
came up with a resolute countenance, like a valiant 
warrior, whose courage in defending his dominions 
ought to acquire him'the esteem of the brave prince 
tvho had conquered him. Alexander spoke first, and 
with an august and graeious air, asked him how he 
desired to be treated? “ Like a king,” replied Po¬ 
rus. “ But,” continued Alexander, “do you ask 
nothing more?” “No,” replied Porus; “ail things 
are included in that single word.” Alexander, struck 
with this greatness of soul, which seemed heightened 
by the distress of that prince, did not only restore him 
his kingdom, but annexed other provinces to it, and 
treated him with the highest testimonies of honour, 
esteem, and friendship. Porus was faithful to him till 
his death. It is hard to say, whether the victor or the 
vanquished best deserved praise on this uccasion. 

Alexander built a city on the spot where the battle 
had been fought, and another in that place where he 
had crossed the river. He called the one Nicaea, from 
Iiis victory; and the other Bueephalia, in honour of 
his horse, who died there, not of his wounds, but of 
old age. After having paid the last duties to such, 
of his soldiers as had lost their lives in battle, he so¬ 
lemnized games, and offered up sacrifices of thanks, 
in the place where he had passed the Hydaspes. 

This prince did not know to whom he was indebted 
for his victories. We are astonished at the rapidity 
of Alexander’s conquests; the ease with which he 
surmounts the greatest obstacles, and forces almost 
impregnable cities: the uninterrupted and unheard-of 
felicity that extricates him out of those dangers into 
which his rashness plunges him, and in which, one 
would have concluded, he must a hundred times have 
perished. But to unravel these mysterious kinds of 
events, several of "which are repugnant to the usual 
course of things, we must go back to a superior cause, 
unknown to the profane historians and to Alexander 
himself. This monarch was, like Cyrus, the minister 
and instrument of the Sovereign Disposer of empires, 
who raises and destroys them at pleasure. He had 
received the same commission to overthrow the Per¬ 
sian and eastern empires, as Cyrus to destroy that of 
Babylon. The same Power conducted their enter¬ 
prises, assured them of success, protected and pre¬ 
served them from all dang&rs, til! they had executed 
their commission, and completed their ministry. We 
may apply to Alexander, the words which GocI spake 
concerning Cyrus in Isaiah. 2 “ Cyrus, whose right 
hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; 
and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him 
the two-leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut: 

I will go before thee, and make the crooked places 
straight: l will break in pieces the gates of brass,and 
cut in sunder the bars ofiron. And I will give thee the 
treasures of darkness, and hidden riches of secret 
places.—I girded thee, though thou hadst not known 
me.” This is the true and only cause of the incredi¬ 
ble success with which this conqueror was attended; 
of his unparalleled bravery; the affection his soldiers 
had for him; that anticipation of good fortune, and 
that assurance of success, which astonished his most 
intrepid captains. 

SECTION XVI.— ALEXANDER ADVANCES INTO IN¬ 
DIA. A DIGRESSION RELATING TO THE BRACH¬ 
MANS. THAT PRINCE RESOLVES TO MARCH AS 
FAR AS THE GANGES, WHICH RAISES A GENER¬ 
AL DISCONTENT IN HIS ARMY. REMONSTRAN¬ 
CES BEING MADE TO HIM ON THIS ACCOUNT, 
HE LAYS ASIDE HIS DESIGN, AND IS CONTENTED 

i Seven feet and a half. » Chap, xlv,—5. j 

Vol. I.—74 


WITH GOING NO FARTHER THAN THE OCEAN 
HE SUBDUES ALL OBSTACLES IN HIS WAY 
THITHER, AND IS EXPOSED TO GREAT DANGER 
AT THE SIEGE OF THE CITY OF THE OXYDRA- 
CJE; AND ARRIVING AT LAST AT THE OCEAN, 
HE AFTERWARDS PREPARES FOR HIS RETURN 
INTO EUROPE. 

Alexander , 3 after his famous 
victory over Porus, advanced into A. M. 3677. 
India, where he subdued a great ma- Ant. J. C. 327. 
ny nations and eities. He looked 
| upon himself as a conqueror by profession as well as 
by his dignity, and engaged everyday in new exploits 
with so much ardour and vivacity, that he seemed to 
fancy himself invested with a personal commission, and 
that there was an immediate obligation upon him to 
storm all cities, to lay waste all provinces,to extirpate 
all nations, which should refuse his yoke; and that he 
should have considered himself as guilty of a crime, 
had he forborne visiting every corner of the earth, and 
carrying terror and desolation wherever he went. He 
passed the Acesines, and afterwards the Hydraotes, 
two considerable rivers. Advice was then brought 
him, that a great number of free Indians had made a 
confederacy to defend their liberties; and among the 
rest, the Cathrcans,who were the most valiant and most 
skilful of those nations in the art of war; and that they 
were encamped near a strong city, called Sangala. 
Alexander set out against these Indians, defeated them 
in a pitched battle, took the city, and razed it to the 
very foundations. 

One day, as he was riding at the head of his army, 
some philosophers, 4 called Brachmans in the language 
of that country, were conversing together as they were 
walking in a meadow. The instant they perceived 
him, they all stamped against the ground with their 
feet. Alexander, surprised at this extraordinary ges¬ 
ture, demanded the cause of it. They answered, point¬ 
ing to the ground with their fingers, “That no man 
possessed anymore of that element than he could en¬ 
joy: that the only difference between him and other 
men, was, that be was more restless and ambitious than 
they, and overran all seas and lands, merely to do harm 
to others and himself: and yet—he would die at last, 
and possess no greater part of the earth than was ne¬ 
cessary for his interment.” The king was not dis¬ 
pleased at this answer: but he was hurried on by the 
torrent of glory, and his actions were the very reverse 
of what he approved. 

These Brachmans, says Arrian, are held in great 
veneration in their country. They do not pay any 
tribute to the prince,but assist him with their counsel, 
and perform the same offices as the Magi do to the 
kings of Persia. They assist at the public sacrifices; 
and if a person desires to sacrifice in private, one of 
these must he present, otherwise the Indians are per¬ 
suaded the sacrifices would not be agreeable to the 
gods. They apply themselves particularly to consult¬ 
ing the stars; none but themselves exercise thearl of 
divination; and they foretell, chiefly, the change of 
the weather and of the seasons. If a Braehman has 
failed thriee in his predictions, he is silenced forever. 

Their sentiments, according to Strabo, are not very 
different from those of the Greeks. They believe that 
the world had a beginning; that it will end; that its 
form is circular; that it was created by God, who 
presides over and fills it with his majesty: and that 
water is the principle of all things. With regard to 
the immortality of the soul, and the punishment of the 
wicked in hell, they follow' the doctrine of Plato; in¬ 
termixing with it, like that philosopher,some fictions, 
in order to express or describe those punishments. 

Several among them go always naked, whence the 
Greeks gave them the name ofGymnosophists. Many 
incredible particulars are related concerning the aus¬ 
terity of their lives, and their prodigious patience. 
Their only meat and drink is roots and water. A 9 
they admit the metempsychosis, and believe that the 


» Q. Curt. lib. ix. cap. I. 

* Arrian, lib. vii. p. 275, 27G. Id. in Inrlic. p. 324. 
Strab. lib. xv. p. 715—”17. Plut. in Alex. p. 701. Quint, 
Curt. lib. viii c. 9. 
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souls of men transmigrate from their bodies into those 
of beasts, they abstain from the flesh of animals. It is 
thought that Pythagoras borrowed this doctrine from 
the Brachmans. They continue whole days standing 
with their faces towards the sun, and that in the sea¬ 
son when this luminary darts its rays with the greatest 
violence. Persuaded that it is beneath the dignity of 
a man to wait calndj’ for death, when he finds himself 
oppressed by age or sickness, they hold it glorious to 
anticipate their last hour, and burn themselves alive; 
and, indeed, they pay no honours to those who die 
merely of old age; and imagine they would pollute 
their funeral pile, and the fire that is to burn them to* 
ashes, should they go into it otherwise than full of life 
and vigour. Other Brachmans, more judicious and 
humane than the former, live in cities, and associate 
with mankind: and so far from considering self-mur¬ 
der as a virtuous or brave action, they look upon it as 
a weakness in man, not to wait patiently the stroke 
of death, and as a crime to dare to anticipate the will 
of the gods. 

Cicero admires, in his Tusculan questions, the in¬ 
vincible patience, not only of the Indian sages, but 
also of the women of that country, 1 * who used to con¬ 
test for the honour of dying with their common hus¬ 
band. This privilege W’as reserved for that wife whom 
the husband had loved most affectionately; and was 
given in her favour by the sentence of persons ap¬ 
pointed for that purpose, who never gave judgment 
till such time as they had made a strict examination, 
and heard the allegations on all sides. The wife on 
whom the preference was bestowed, ran to meet death, 
and ascended the funeral pile with incredible resolu¬ 
tion and joy: whilst the, surviving wives withdrew in 
the deepest transports of affliction, and with their eyes 
bathed in tears. 

The description which Porphyry2has left us of these 
philosophers, resembles in many particulars that given 
above. According to this author, the Brachmans li\e 
on herbs, roots, and fruits. They abstain from animals 
of every kind, and if they touch any, they thereby 
lender themselves unclean. They spend the greatest 
part of the day and night in singing hymns in honour 
of their gods. They fast and pray perpetually. The 
greatest part of them live alone, and in the deepest 
solitude, and neither marry nor possess any thing. 
They wish for nothing so earnestly as death; and 
considering this life as a burden, they wait impatiently 
for the moment when the soul will be separated from 
the body. 

These philosophers exist still in India, where they 
are called Bramins: and retain, in many points, the 
tradition and tenets of the ancient Brachmans. 

Alexander passing near a city wherein several of 
these Brachmans dwelt, was very desirous to converse 
with them, and, if possible, to prevail with some of 
them to follow him. Being informed that these philo¬ 
sophers never made visits, but that those who had an 
inclination to see them must go to their houses, he 
concluded that it would be beneath his dignity to go 
to them, and not just to force these sages to any thing 
contrary to their laws and usages. Onesicritus, who 
was a great philosopher, and had been a disciple of 
Diogenes the Cynic, was deputed to them. He met 
not far from the city with fifteen, who from morning 
till evening stood always naked, in the same posture 
in which they had at first placed themselves, and 
afterwards returned to the city at night. He addressed 
himself first to Calanus, and told him the occasion of 
bis coming. The latter, gazing upon Onesicritus’s 
clothes and shoes, could not forbear laughing; after 
which he told him, “That anciently the earth had 
been covered with barley and wheat, as it was at that 
time with dust; that besides water, the rivers used to 
flow with milk, honey, oil, and wine; that man’s guilt 
had occasioned a change of this happy condition; and 


1 Mulieres in India, cum est cujusque earum vir mor- 
tuus, in certamen judiciumque veniunt, quam plurimiim 
ille dilexcrit: plurcs enim singulis solent esse nuptse. 

Q,uae est victrix, ea l»ta, prosequentibus suis una cum 
viro in rogum imponiiur: ilia victa mccsta diseedit. Tusc. 

Qvtrst. lib. v. n. 7rt. 

Lib. de Abstin. Animal. 


that Jupiter, to punish their ingratitude, had sentenced 
them to a long, painful labour. That their repentance 
afterwards moving him to compassion, he had restored 
their former abundance; however, that by the course 
of things, they seemed to be returning to their ancient 
confusion.” This relation shows evidently, that these 
philosophers had some notion of the felicity of the first 
man, and of the toil to which he had been sentenced 
for liis sin. 

After this conversation, Onesicritus spoke to Man- 
danis, the eldest, and, as it were, the superior of the 
band. This Braebman said, “ That he thought Alex¬ 
ander worthy of admiration, in seeking thus for wis¬ 
dom in the midst of the cares of his government: that 
he was the first, 3 who had ever united in himsclf-tbe 
two characters of conqueror and philosopher; that it 
were to be wished, that the latter character were the 
attribute of those who could inspire the wisdom which 
they themselves possessed, and enjoin it by their au¬ 
thority.” He auded, that lie could not conceive the 
motive which had prompted Alexander to undertake 
so long and laborious a journey, nor what he came in 
search of, in so remote a country. 

Onesicritus was very urgent with both of them to 
quit their austere way of life, and follow the fortune of 
Alexander, saying, that they would find in him a ge¬ 
nerous master and benefactor, who would heap upon 
them honours and riches of all kinds. Then IVlandanis, 
assuming a haughty, philosophical tone, answered, 
“ That he did not want Alexander, and was the son 
of Jupiter as well as himself: that he was exempted 
from want, desire, or fear; that so long as he should 
live, the earth would furnish him all things necessary 
for his subsistence, and that death would rid him of a 
troublesome companion (meaning his body,) and set 
him at full liberty.” Calanus was more tractable; 
and, notwithstanding the opposition, and even the 
prohibition, of his superior, who reproached him for 
his abject spirit, in stooping so low as to serve another 
master besides God, he followed Onesicritus, and 
went to Alexander’s court, who received him with 
great demonstrations of joy. 

We find by a circumstance which history has re¬ 
corded, that this people used often to employ parables 
and similitudes for conveying their thoughts. One 
day as he was discoursing with Alexander, upon the 
maxims of wise policy and a prudent administration, 
he exhibited to that prince a sensible image and a 
natural emblem of bis empire. He laid upon the 
ground a great ox-hide, which was very dry and 
shrunk up, and then set his foot upon one end of it. 
The hide being pressed so gave way, and all the other 
ends flew up: going thus quite round the hide, and 
pressing the several edges of it, he made him observe, 
that whilst he lowered it on one side all the rest rose 
up, till treading at last upon the middle, the hide fell 
equally on all sides. By. this image he hinted to him 
that it would be proper for him to reside in the centre 
of his dominions, and not undertake such long jour¬ 
neys. We shall soon show the reader the manner in 
which this philosopher ended his days. 

Alexander 4 * being, determined to continue the war 
as long as he should meet w T itb new nations, and to 
look upon them as enemies whilst they should live 
independently of him, was meditating about passing 
the Hyphasis. He was told that after passing that 
river, he must travel eleven days through deserts, aod 
that then he would arrive at the Ganges, the greatest 
river in all India. That farther in the country lived 
the Gangaridae and the Prasii, whose king was pre¬ 
paring to oppose his entering his dominions, at tbe 
icad of 20,0U0 horse, and 200,000 foot, reinforced by 
2000 chariots; and, which struck the greatest terror, 
with 3000 elephants. A report of this being spread 
through the army, struck all the soldiers with conster¬ 
nation, and raised a general murmur. The Macedo¬ 
nians, who, after having traversed so many countries, 
and being grown gray in the field, were incessantly 
directing their eyes and wishes towards their dear 

3 Mo^ov yx$ T£o i xOtov tv o;r\oig $tXo<ro$ovvrct. 

* Quim. Curt. 3. ix. e. 1—9. Arrian. 1. v. p. 221—234. & 
1. vi. p. 235—259. Pint, in Alex. p. 099. 701, Died. I xvii. 
p. 559—570. Justin. 1. xii. c. 9, 10. 
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native country, made loud complaints that Alexander 
should everv day heap war upon war, and danger on • 
danger. They had undergone, but just before, inex¬ 
pressible fatigue?, having been exposed to rain, ac¬ 
companied with storms and thunder, for above two 
months. Some bewailed their calamities in such 
terms as raised compassion; others insolently cried 
aloud, that they would march no farther. 

Alexander, being informed of-tbis tumult, and learn- 
iDg that secret assemblies were held in his camp, to 
prevent the ill consequences of them, sent for the 
officers into his tent, and commanding them to call 
the soldiers together, he made the following speech: 

“ 1 am not ignorant, O soldiers, that the Indians have 
spread abroad many reports, purposely to terrify us; 
but such discourses and artifices are not unusual to 
you. Thus the Persians described the straits of Cili¬ 
cia, the vast plains of Mesopotamia, the rivers Tigris 
and Euphrates, as so many insurmountable difficul¬ 
ties, and jet j our bravery conquered them. Do j’ou 
repent you have followed me thus far? As vour glo¬ 
rious deeds have subdued for you a multitude of pro¬ 
vinces; as you have extended your conquests beyond 
the Iaxartes and mount Caucasus; as you see the 
rivers of India (low through the midst ofyour empire; 
why are you afraid of crossing the Hyphasis, and of 
tting up your trophies on the hanks of it, as on those 
of the Hydaspes? What! can the elephants, whose 
number is so falsely- augmented, terrify you to such a 
degree? But has not experience taught you, that 
they are more destructive to their own masters than 
to the enemy? Endeavours are used to intimidate 
you by the dreadful idea of innumerable armies; but 
are thej- more numerous tlran those of Darius? It is 
sure too late for yon to count the legions of the ene- 
my, aster your victories have made Asia a desert. It 
was when you crossed the Hellespont that you ought 
to have reflected on the small number of our forces: 
hut now the Scythians form part of our army; the 
Bactrians, the Sogdians, and the Dahce, are with us, 
nnd fight for our glory* I, however, do not depend on 
those barbarians. It is on you only that I rely; your 
victorious arms alone are present to my imagination: 

' and your courage alone ensures me success. So long 
as 1 shall be surrounded with you in fight, I shall not 
have any occasion to count the number of mj 7 troops 
lior that of the enemj', provided you go on to battle 
with the same marks of joy and confidence you have 
hitherto discovered. Not only our glory, but even our 
safety, is at stake. Should we now retreat, it will be 
supposed that we fly before our enemies, and from 
that moment vve shnjl appear as mean as the enemj' 
will be judged formidable; for j'ou arc sensible, that 
in war reputation i9 every thing. It is in my power 
to make use of authority, and yet I employ entreaties 
only. Do not abandon (I conjure you,) 1 do not saj- 
your king and master, but your pupil and companion 
in arms. Do not break to pieces in mj T hand that 
glorious palm, which will soon, unless envy rob meof 
so great a glorj’, equal me to Hercules and to Bac¬ 
chus.” As the soldiers stood with their eyes cast on 
the ground, and did not once open their lips, “ What!” 
continued he, “ do I then speak to the deaf? Will no 
one listen to me, nor condescend to answer? Alas! 
I am abandoned, I am betrayed, I am delivered up to 
the enemy. But—I will advancestill farther, though 
I go alone. The Scythians and Bactrians, more faith¬ 
ful than you, will follow me withersoever I lead 
them. Return then to your country, and boast, ye 
cowardly deserters of your king, that you have aban¬ 
doned him. As for myself, I will here meet either 
with the victory you ’despair of, or with a glorious 
death, which henceforwards ought to be the sole ob¬ 
ject of niv wishes.” 

Notwithstanding this lively, pathetic speech, the 
soldiers still kept a profound silence. They waited 
in expectation of hearing (heir commanders and chief 
officers remonstrate to the king, that their affection 
was as strong as ever; but that a3 their bodies were 
covered with wounds,and wornoutwith toils.it would 
be impossible for them to continue the war. How¬ 
ever, not one of them presumed to address him in their 
favour. The example of Clitus, and that of Callis- 


thenes, were still recent. The officers, who were then 
with him, had a hundred times ventured their lives in 
battle for their prince; but they had not the courage 
to hazard the losing of their fortunes by telling him 
the truth. Whilst therefore the soldiers, as well as 
officers, continued dumb, without once daring to lift 
up their ej es, there rose on a sudden a murmur, which 
increasing by insensible degrees, broke into such deep 
groans and floods of tears, that the king himself, 
whose anger was now changed iuto compassion, 
could not forbear weeping. 

At last, whilst the whole assembly were in tears, 
anil in deep silence, Ccenus took courage, and drew 
near to the throne, discovering by his air and action, 
that he desired to speak. And when the soldiers saw 
him take oft’ his helmet, that being the custom when 
any person spoke to the king, they besought him to 
plead the cause of the army; and accordingly he 
spoke as follows: “ No, Sir, we are not changed with 
regard to our affection for you: God forbid that so 
great a calamity should ever befall us. We still have 
and shall always retain the same zeal, the same affec¬ 
tion and fidelity. We are ready to follow you at the 
hazard of our lives, and to march whithersoever you 
shall think fit to lead us. But if your soldiers may be 
allowed to lay before you their sentiments sincere!}', 
and without disguise, they beseech jou to condescend 
so far as to give ear to their respectful complaints, 
which nothing but the most extreme necessity could 
have extorted 1 from them. The greatness. Sir, of jour 
exploits has conquered, not only our enemies, but 
even your soldiers themselves. We have done all 
that it was possible for men to do. We have crossed 
seas and land. We shall soon have marched to the 
end of the world; and you are meditating the con¬ 
quest of another, by going in search of new Indias, 
unknown to the Indians themselves. Such a thought 
may be worthj r of your valour, but it surpasses ours, 
and our strength still more. Behold those ghastly 
faces, and those bodies covered over with wounds and 
scars. You are sensible how numerous we were at 
jour first setting out, and you see what now remains 
of us. The few, who have escaped so many toils and 
dangers, have neither courage nor strength enough to 
follow you. All of them long to revisit their relations 
and country, and to enjoy in peace the fruit of their 
labours and j r our victories. Forgive them a desire na¬ 
tural to all men. It will be glorious, Sir, for you to have 
fixed such boundaries to your fortune, as only your 
moderation could prescribe you; and to have vanquish¬ 
ed j'ourself, after having conquered all your enemies,” 
Coenus had no sooner spoken, but there were heard, 
on all sides, cries and confused voices, intermixed 
with tears, calling upon the king as their lord and their 
father . Afterwards all the rest of the olficers, espe¬ 
cially those whose age gave them a greater authority, 
and a fairer excuse for the freedom thej r took, made 
the same humhle request; but still the king would 
not comply with it. It must cost a monarch many 
pangs, before he can prevail with himself to comply 
with things repugnant to his inclination. Alexander 
therefore shut himself up two daj T s in his tent, wuthout 
once speaking to any one, not even to his most fa¬ 
miliar friends, in order to see whether some change 
might not be wrought in the army, as frequently hap. 
pens on such occasions. But finding it would be im¬ 
possible to change the resolution of the soldiers, he 
commanded them to prepare for their return. This 
news filled the whole army with inexpressible joy; 
and Alexander never appeared greater, or more glo¬ 
rious, than on thisdaj 7 , in which he condescended, for 
the sake of his subjects to sacrifice some part of his 
glorj 7 and grandeur. The whole camp echoed wdth 
praises and blessings of Alexander, for having snfler- 
ed himself to be overcome by his own arm} 7 , who was 
invincible by the rest of the world. No triumph is 
comparable to those acclamations and applauses that 
come from the heart, and which are the lively and sin¬ 
cere overflowings of it; and it is great pity that princes 
are not more affected with them. 

Alexander had not spent above 
three or four months, at most, in A. M. 3678. 
conquering all the country between Ant, J, C, 326. 
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the Indus and the Hyphasis, called to this day The 
Penjah,w hicli is, the Jive waters, from the five rivers 
which water it. Before his setting out, he raised 
twelve altars, to serve as so many trophies and 
thanksgivings for the victories he had obtained. 

These instances of gratitude towards the gods, were 
attended with marks of vanity carried to an excess 
almost incredible. The altars which he erected in 
their honour were seventy-five feet high. He caused 
a camp to be marked out, three times as large again 
as his own, and surrounded it with fosses fifty feet in 
depth by ten broad. He ordered the foot to prepare, 
and leave each in his tent two beds, seven feet and a 
half in length; and the cavalry to make mangers for 
the horses of twice the usual dimensions. Every 
thing else was in proportion. Alexander’s views in 
these orders, which flowed from an extravagance of 
vanity, was to leave posterity monuments of his heroic 
and more than human grandeur, and to bav.e it be¬ 
lieved, that himself and hia followers were superior 
to all other mortals. 

He afterwards crossed the Hydraotes, and left Po- 
rus all the lands he had conquered, as far as the Hy- 
phasis. He also reconciled this monarch with Taxilus, 
and settled a peace between them by means of an 
alliance equally advantageous to both. From thence 
he went and encamped on the banks of the Acesines; 1 
but great rains having made this river overflow its 
Banks, and the adjacent countries being underwater, 
he was obliged to remove his camp to a higher ground. 
Here a fit of sickness carried ofl' Ccenus, whose loss 
was bewailed by the king and the whole arm}'. There 
was not a greater officeramong the Macedonians, and 
he had distinguished himself in a very peculiar man¬ 
lier in every battle in w'liich he engaged. He was one 
of those singularly good men, zealous for the public 
welfare, all whose actions are free from self-interested 
or ambitious views, and who bear so great a love to 
their king, as to dare to tell him the truth, be the con¬ 
sequence what it will. But now Alexander was pre¬ 
paring for his departure. 

His fleet consisted of 800 vessels, as well galleys as 
boats, to carry the troops and provisions. Every thing 
being ready, the whole army embarked, about the set¬ 
ting of the Pleiades, or seven stars, according to Aris- 
tobulu3, that is, about the end of October. The fifth 
day the fleet arrived where the Hydaspes and Acesines 
mix their streams. Here the ships were very much 
shattered, because these fivers unite with such prodi¬ 
gious rapidity, that as great storms arise in this part as 
in the open sea. At last lie came into the country of 
the Oxydracaj and the IVIalli, the most valiant people 
in those parts. These were perpetually at war one 
with another; but having united for their mutual 
safety, they had drawn together 10,000 horse, and 
80,000 foot, all vigorous young men, with 900 chari¬ 
ots. However, Alexander defeated them in several 
engagements, dispossessed them of some strongholds, 
and at last marched against the city of theOxydracas, 
whither the greatest part were retired. Immediately 
he causes the scaling-ladders to be set up; and, as 
they were not nimble enough for Alexander, he forces 
one of the scaling-ladders from a soldier; runs up the 
first (covered with his shield) and gets to the top of the 
wall, followed only by Peucestes and Limneus. The 
soldiers anxious for his safety, mounted swiftly to 
succour him; but the ladder breaking, the king w f as 
left alone. Alexander, seeing himself the mark against 
which all the darts were levelled, both from the towers 
and from the rampart, was so rash, rather than valiant, 
as to leap into the city, which was crowded with the 
enemy, having nothing to expect but to be either taken 
or killed, before it would be possible for him to rise, 
and without once having an opportunity to defend 
himself, or revenge his death. But, happily for him, 
he poised his body in such a manner, that be fell upon 
his feet; and finding himself standing, sword in hand, 
he repulsed such as were nearest him, and even killed 
the general of the enemy, who advanced to run him 
through. Happily for him a second time, not far from 
thence stood a great tree, against the trunk of which 


he leaned,his shield receiving all the darts that were 
shot at him from a distance; for no one dared to ap¬ 
proach him, so great was the dread which the bold¬ 
ness of the enterprise, and the fire which shot from his 
eyes had struck into the enemy. At Inst nn Indian 
let fly an arrow three feet long (that being the length 
of their arrow s,) which piercing his coat of mail, en¬ 
tered a considerable way into his body, a little above 
the right side. So gr.eat a quantity of blood issued 
from the wound, that he dropped his arms and lay as 
dead. Behold then this mighty conqueror,2 this van¬ 
quisher of nations, upon the point of losing his life, 
not at the head of his armies, not at the siege of any 
place of importance, but in a corner of an obscure 
city, into which his rashness had throwm him. The 
Indian who had wounded Alexander, ran, in the great¬ 
est transports of joy, to strip him; however, Alexan¬ 
der no sooner felt the hand of his enemy upon him, but 
fired with the spirit of revenge, he recalled his spirits; 
and grappling with the Indian, as he had no arms, he 
plunged his dagger into his side. Some of his chief 
officers, as Peucestes, Leonates, and Timaeus, who had 
got to the top of the wall with some soldiers, came 
up at that instant, and attempting impossibilities for 
the sake of saving their sovereign’s life, they form 
themselves as a bulwark round his body, and sustain 
the whole effort of the enemy. It was then that a 
mighty battle was fought round him. In the mean 
time the soldiers, who had climbed up with the officers 
above-mentioned, having broken the bolts of a little 
gate, standing between two towers, they by that 
means let in the Macedonians. Soon after the town 
was taken, and all the inhabitants were put to the 
sword, without distinction of age or sex, 

Their first care was to carry Alexander into his 
tent. Being got into it, the surgeons, * 3 cutoff, so very 
dexterously, the wood of the shaft which had been 
shot into his body, that they did not move the steel 
point; and after undressing him, they found it was 
a bearded arrow; 4 and that it could not be pulled 
out, without danger, unless the wound were widen¬ 
ed. The king bore the operation with incredible re¬ 
solution, so that there was no occasion for people to 
hold him. The incision being made, and the arrow 
drawn out, so great an effusion of blood ensued, that 
the king fainted away. Every one thought him dead; 
but the blood being stopped, he recovered by degrees, 
and knew the persons about him. All that day, and 
the whole night after, the army continued underarms 
round his tent; and would not stir from their posts, 
till certain news was brought of his being better, and 
that he began to take a little rest 

At the end of the seven days he had employed for 
his recovery, before his wound was closed, as he knew 
that the report of his death gained ground among the 
barbarians, he caused two vessels to be joined toge¬ 
ther, and his tent pitched in the middle, in sight 
of every one, purposely to show himself to those who 
imagined him dead, and to ruin, by this means, all 
their projects and the hopes with which they flat¬ 
tered themselves. He afterwards went down the 
river, going before at some distance from the rest of 
the fleet, for fear lest the noise of the oars should 
keep him from sleep, which be very much wanted. 
When be was a little better, and able to go out, the 
soldiers who were upon guard brnught him his litter, 
but he refused it, and calling for his horse, mounted 
him. At this sight, all the shore,’and the neighbour¬ 
ing forests, echoed with the acclamations of the army, 
wno imagined they saw him rise, in a manner, from 
the grave. Being come near his tent, he alighted, and 
walked a little way, surrounded with a ^reat number 
of soldiers, some of whom kissed his hands, whilst oth¬ 
ers clasped his knees; others again were contented 
with only touching his clothes, and with seeing him; 
but all in general burst into tears, and calling for a 
thousand blessings from heaven, wished him long life, 
and an uninterrupted series of prosperity, 

a Plut. de forlun. Alex. p. 344. 

3 In those ages they and physicians were the same 
thing. 

4 So arrows are called that have beards at their points 
like fish-hooks. Jlnimadvcrtunt /tamos inesse tclo. 


1 Arrian, in Ind. p. 319. Strab. lib. xv. p. 692. , 
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At this instant deputies came from Malli, with 
the chiefs of the Oxydrac®, to the number of 150, be¬ 
sides the governors of the cities and of the, province, 
who brought him presents, and paid him homage, 
pleading in excuse, for not having done it before, their 
strong love of liberty. They declared that they 
were ready to receive for their governor whomsoever 
he pleased to noniinate; that they would pay him 
tribute, and give him hostages. He demanded 1000 
of the chief persons of their nation, whom he also 
might make use of in war, till he had subjected all the 
country. They put into his hands such of their coun¬ 
trymen as were handsomest and best shaped, with 
500 chariots, though not demanded by him; at which 
the king was so much pleased, that he gave them 
back their hostages, and appointed Philip their go¬ 
vernor. 

t Alexander, who was overjoyed at this embassy, 
and found his strength increase daily, tasted with so 
much the greater pleasure the fruits both of his victory 
and health, as he had like to have lost them for ever. 
His chief courtiers, and most intimate friends, thought 
it a proper juncture, during this calm and serenity of 
mind, for them to unbosom themselves, and expose 
their .fears to him: it was Craterus spoke on this oc¬ 
casion. “ We begin, royal Sir, to breathe and live, 
now we find you in the condition to which the good¬ 
ness of the gods has restored you. But how great 
were our feats and our griefs! How severely did we 
reproach ourselves, for having abandoned, in such an 
extremity, our king, our father! It was not in our 
power to follow' him; but this did not extenuate our 
guilt, and we look upon ourselves as criminals, in 
not having attempted impossibilities for your sake. 
But, Sir, never plunge us in such deep aflliction here¬ 
after. Does a wretched paltry town .deserve to be 
bought at so dear a price as the loss of your life? 
Leave those petty exploits and enterprises to us, and 
preserve your person for such occasions only as 
are worthy of you. We still shudder with horror, 
when vve reflect on what we so lately were spectators 
of. We have seen the moment, when the most ab¬ 
ject hands upon earth were going to seize the greatest 
prince in the universe, and despoil him of bis royal 
robes. Permit us, Sir, to say, you are not your own 
master, but that you owe yourself to us: we have a 
right over your life, since ours depends on it; and we 
dare take the freedom to conjure you, as being your 
subjects and your children, to be more careful of so 
precious a life, if not for your own sake, at least for 
ours, and for the felicity of the universe.” 

The king was strongly touched with these testimo¬ 
nies of their affection, and having embraced them se¬ 
verally with inexpressible tenderness, he answered 
as follows: “1 cannot enough thank all present, 
who are the flower of iny citizens and friends, not only 
for your having this day preferred my safety to your 
own, but also for the strong proofs you have given 
me of your zeal and affection, from the beginning of 
this war; and if any thing is capable of making me 
wish for a longer life, it is the pleasure of enjoying, 
for years to come, such valuable friends as you. But 
give me leave to observe, that in some points we differ 
very much in opinion. You wish to enjoy me long; 

.and even, were it possible, for ever; but as to my¬ 
self, I compute the length of my existence, not by 
ears, but by glory. I might have confined my am- 
ition within the narrow limits of Macedonia; and, 
contented with the kingdom my ancestors left me, 
have waited, in the midst of pleasures and indolence, 
an inglorious old age. 1 own, that if my victories, not 
my years, are computed, I shall seem to have lived 
long; but can you imagine, that, after having made 
Europe and Asia but one empire, after having con¬ 
quered the two noblest parts of the world, in the tenth 
ear of my reign, and the thirtieth of my age, it will 
ecome me to stop in the midst of so brilliant a ca¬ 
reer, and discontinue the pursuit of glory, to which I 
have entirely devoted myself? Know that this glory 
ennobles all things, and gives a true and solid gran¬ 
deur to whatever appears insignificant. In what 
place soever I may fight, I shall fancy myself upon 
the stage of the world, and in presence of all man¬ 
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kind. I confess that I have achieved mighty things 
hitherto; but the country we are now in, reproaches 
me that a woman has done still greater. It is Semir- 
amis I mean. How many nations did she conquer! 
How many cities were built by her! What magnifi¬ 
cent and stupendous works did she finish! How 
shameful is it, that 1 should not yet have attained to 
her pitch of glory! Do but second my ardour, and I 
soon shall surpass her. Defend me only from secret 
cabals and .domestic treasons, by which most princes 
lose their lives. I take the rest upon myself, and will 
be answerable to you for all the events of the war.” 

This speech gives us a perfect idea of Alexander’s 
character. He had no notion of true glory. He did 
not know either the principle, the rule, or end of it. 
He placed it where it certainly was not. The com¬ 
mon error was that which lie adopted and cherished. 
He fancied himself born merely for glory; and that 
none could be acquired but by unbounded, unjust, 
and irregular conquests. In his impetuous sallies 
after a mistaken glory, he followed neither reason, 
virtue, nor humanity; and, as if his ambitious ca¬ 
price ought to have been a rule and standard to all 
other men, he was surprised that neither his officers 
nor soldiers would enter into his views, and lent them¬ 
selves very unwillingly to support his ridiculous enter¬ 
prises. 

Alexander, after having ended his speech, dis¬ 
missed the assembly, and continued encamped for 
several days in this place. He afterwards went upon 
the river, and his army marched after him along the 
banks. He then came among the Sabrac®, a power¬ 
ful nation of Indians. These had levied 60,000 foot 
and 6QOO horse, and reinforced them with 500 cha¬ 
riots; however, the arrival of Alexander spread ter¬ 
ror through the whole country, and accordingly they 
sent ambassadors to make their submission. After 
having built another city, which be also called Alex¬ 
andria, he arrived in the territories of Musicanus, a 
very rich prince, and afterwards in those of king Sa- 
mus. At the siege of one of this king’s towns, Pto¬ 
lemy was very dangerously wounded; for the Indians 
had poisoned all their arrows and swords,so. that the 
wounds thev made were mortal. Alexander, who 
had the highest love and esteem for Ptolcniy, was 
very much afflicted, and caused him to be brought in 
his bed near him, that he himself might have an eve 
to his cure. He was his near relation, and, accord¬ 
ing to some writers a natural son of Philip. Ptolemy 
was one of the bravest men in (he army, was highly 
esteemed in war, and had still greater talents for 
peace. He was averse to luxury, vastly generous, 
and easy of access, and did not"imitate the pomp, 
which wealth ami prosperity had made the rest of 
the Macedonian noblemen assume: in a word, it is 
hard to say, whether he were more esteemed by his 
sovereign or his country. We are told there appear¬ 
ed to Alexander, in a dream, a dragon, which present¬ 
ed him an herb, as an effectual remedy for his friend's 
wound; and that upon his waking, he ordered it to 
be sent for; when laying it upon the wound, it was 
healed in a few days, to the universal joy of the army. 

The king continuing his voyage,! arrived at Patala 
about the rising of the dog-star, that is, about the end 
of July, so that the fleet w as nine months at least from 
its setting out, till its arrival at that place. There 
the river Indus divides into two large arms,and forms 
an island, but much larger,like the Delta of the Nile; 
and hence the city above-mentioned received its name, 
Paiala t according to Arrian, 2 signifying, in the Indian 
tongue, the same as Delta in Greek. Alexander 
caused a citadel to be built in Patala, as also a har¬ 
bour, and an arsenal for the shipping. This being * 
done, he embarked on the right arm of the river, in 
order to sail as far as the ocean, exposing in this man¬ 
ner so many brave men to the mercy of a river with 
w’hich they were wholly unacquainted. The only 
consolation they had in this rash enterprise, was Alex¬ 
andras uninterrupted success. When he had sailed 
twenty leagues, 3 the pilots told him that they began 


* Sirab. 1. xv. p. 692. a Arrian, in Iodic, p, 314. 

3 Four hundred furlongs. 

2 Z 
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to perceive the sea-air, and therefore believed that the 
ocean coulc! not be far off. Upon this news, leaping 
for joy, he besought the sailors to row with all their 
strength, and told the soldiers, “That they at last 
were come to the end of their toils, which they had so 
earnestly desired; that now nothing conld oppose 
their valour, nor add to their glory; that without 
fighting any more, or spilling of blood, they were 
masters of the universe; that their exploits had the 
same boundaries with nature; and that they would 
soon be spectators of things, known only to the im¬ 
mortal gods." 

Being come nearer the sea, a circumstance new 
and unheard of by the Macedonians, threw them into 
the utmost confusion, and exposed the fleet to the 
greatest danger; and this was the ebbing and flow¬ 
ing of the ocean. Forming a judgment of this vast 
sea, from that of the Mediterranean, the only one they 
knew, and whose tides are imperceptible, they were 
very much astonished when they saw it rise to a 
great height, anil overflow the country; and consi¬ 
dered it as a mark of the anger of the gods, who were 
disposed to punish their rashness. They were no 
less surprised and terrified, some hours after, when 
they saw the ebbing of the sea, which now withdrew 
as it had before advanced, leaving those lands unco¬ 
vered it had so lately overflowed. The fleet was very 
much shattered, and the ships being now upon dry 
land, the fields were covered with clothes, with broken 
oars and planks, as after a great storm. 

At last Alexander, after having spent full nine 
months in coming down the rivers, arrived at the 
ocean; where gazing with the utmost eagerness upon 
that vast expanse of waters, he imagined that this 
sight, worthy of so great a conqueror as himself, 
greatly overpaid all the toils he had undergone, and 
the many thousand men he had lost, to arrive at it. 
He then offered sacrifices to the gods, and particularly 
to Neptune; threw iuto the sea the bulls he had 
slaughtered, and a great number of golden cups; 
and besought the gods not to sutler any mortal after 
him to exceed the bounds of his expedition. Finding 
that he had txtended his conquests to the extremi¬ 
ties of the earth on that side, he imagined he had com- 

I ileted his mighty design; and, highly delighted with 
limself, he returned to rejoin the rest of his fleet and 
army, which waited for him at Patala, and in the 
neighbourhood of that place. 

SECTION XVII.— ALEXANDER, IX HIS MARCH 
THROUGH DESERTS, IS GRIEVOUSLY DISTRESSED 
BY FAMINE. HE ARRIVES AT PASARGADA, WHERE 
CYRUS’S MONUMENT STOOD. ORSINES, A POWER¬ 
FUL SATRAP, IS PUT TO DEATH THROUGH THE 
CLANDESTINE INTRIGUES OF RAGOAS THE EU¬ 
NUCH. CALANUS THE INDIAN ASCENDS A FUNE¬ 
RAL PILE, WHERE HE VOLUNTARILY MEETS HIS 
DEATH. ALEXANDER MARRIES STATIRA, THE 
DAUGHTER OF DARIUS. HARPALUS ARRIVES AT 
ATHENS. DEMOSTHENES IS BANISHED. THE MA¬ 
CEDONIAN SOLDIERS MAKE AN INSURRECTION, 
WHICH ALEXANDER APPEASES. HE RECALLS AN¬ 
TIPATER FROM MACEDONIA, AND SENDS CRATE- 
RUS IN HIS ROOM. THE KING’S SORROW FOR THE 
DEATH OF HEPHXSTJON. 

Alexander being returned to Patala, prepared all 
things for the departure of bis fleet. 1 He appointed 
Nearchus admiral of it, who was the only officer 
that had tbe courage to accept of this commission, 
which was a very hazardous one, because they were 
to sail over a sea entirely unknown to them. The 
king was very much pleased at his accepting of it; 
and, after testifying his acknowledgment upon that 
account in the most obliging terms, he commanded 
him to take the best ships in the fleet, and to go and 
observe the sea-coast, extending from the Indus to the 
bottom of the Persian gulf; and, after having given 
these orders, he set out by land for Babylon. 

Nearchus did not leave the Indus at the same time 
with Alexander. 2 It was not yet the season proper 
for sailing. It was summer, when the southern sea- 


winds rise; and the season of the north-winds, which 
blow in winter, was not yet come. He therefore did 
not set sail till about the end of September, and even 
that was too soon; and accordingly he was incom¬ 
moded by adverse winds some daj s after his depar¬ 
ture, and obliged to shelter himself for twenty-lour 
days. 

We are obliged for these particulars to Arrian, who 
has given us an exact journal of this voyage, copied 
from that of Nearchus the admiral. 

Alexander, after having left Patala, marched 
through the country of the Oritse, the capital whereof 
was called Ora or Hhambaeis. Here he was in such 
want of provisions, that lie lost a great number of sol¬ 
diers; and brought back from India scarce the fourth 
part of his army, which had consisted of 120,000 foot, 
and 15,000 horse. Sickness, bad food, and the exces¬ 
sive heats, had swept them away in multitudes; but 
famine made a still greater havoc among the troops in 
this barren country, which was neither ploughed nor 
sowed; its inhabitants being savages, who lined very 
hard, and led a most uncomfortable life. After they 
had eaten all the palm-tree roots that could be. met 
with, they were obliged to feed upon the beasts of 
burden, and next upon their war-horses; and when 
they had no beasts left to carry their baggage! they 
were forced to burn those rich spoils, .for the sake of 
which tbe Macedonians had run to the extremities of 
the earth. The plague, the usual attendant upon 
famiue, completed the calamity of the soldiers, and 
destroyed great numbers of them. 

After marching threescore days, Alexander arrived 
at the confines of Gedrosia, where he found plenty of 
all things: for not only the soil was very fruitful, but 
the kings and great men, who lay nearest that coun¬ 
try, sent him all kinds of provisions. He continued 
some time here, in order to refresh his army. The 
governors of India having sent, by his order, a great 
number of horses, and all kind of beasts of burden, 
from the several kingdoms subject to him, he remount¬ 
ed bis troops; equipped those who had lost every 
thing; and soon after presented all of them with arms, 
as beautifnl as those they had before, which it was 
very easy for him to do, as they were upon the eon- 
fiues of Persia, at that time in peace, and in a very 
flourishing condition. 

He arrived in Carmania, now cal¬ 
led Kerman, and went through it, A. M. 3679. 
not with the air and equipage of a Ant. J. C. 325. 
warrior and a conqueror, but in a 
kind of masquerade and Bacchanalian festivity; com¬ 
mitting the most riotous and extravagant actions. He 
was drawn by eight horse?, seated on a magnificent 
chariot, above which a scaffold was raised, in the form 
of a square stage', where lie passed the days and nights 
in feasts and carousing. This chariot was preceded 
and followed by an infinite number of others, some of 
which, in the shape of tents, were covered with rich 
carpets and purple coverlets; and others, shaped like 
cradles, were overshadowed with branches of trees. 
On the sides of the roads, and at the doors of houses, 
a great number of casks ready broached were placed, 
whence the soldiers drew wine in large flagons, cup?, 
and goblets, prepared for that purpose. Tbe whole 
country echoed with the sound of instrument 5 , and 
the bowlings of the Bacchanals, who, wfith their hair 
dishevelled, and like so many frantic creature?, ran up 
and down, abandoning themselves to evety kind of 
licentiousness. All this he did in imitation of the 
triumph of Bacchus, who, as we are told, crossed all 
Asia, in this equipage, after he had conquered India. 
This riotous, dissolute march lasted seven days, du¬ 
ring all which time the army was never sober. It was 
very happy, says Quintus Curtius, for them, that trie 
conquered nations did not think of attacking them in 
this condition; for 1000 resolute men, well armed, 
might with great ease have defeated the conquerors 
of tbe world, whilst thus plunged in wine and ex¬ 
cess. 

Nearchus, 3 still keeping along th» sea-coast, from 
the month of the Indus, came at last into the Persian 
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gulf, and arrived at the island of Ilarmusia, now 
called Ormus. He was there informed, that Alexan¬ 
der was not above five days’ journey from him. Hav¬ 
ing left the Meet in a seeurc place, he went to meet 
Alexander, accompanied only by lour persons. The 
ting was very anxious about his fleet. When news 
was brought him that Nearehus w*as arrived almost 
alone,he imagined that it hail been entirely destroyed, 
and that Nearehus had been so very happy as to escape 
from the general misfortune. His arrival confirmed 
him still more in his opinion, when he beheld a com¬ 
pany of pale, lean creatures, whose countenances 
were so much changed, that it was scarce possible to 
know them again. Taking Nearehus aside, he told 
him, that he was overjoyed at his return, but at the 
same time was inconsolable for the loss of his fleet. 
“Your fleet, royal Sir,” cried he immediately, “thanks 
to the gods, is not lost:” upon which he related the 
condition in which he had left it. Alexander could not 
refiain from tears, and confessed that this bappy news 
gave him greater pleasure than the conquest of all 
Asia. He heard, with uncommon delight, the account 
Nearehus gave of his voyage, and the discoveries he 
had made; and bid him return back, and go quite up 
the Euphrates as far as Babylon, pursuaut to the first 
orders he had given him. 

Io Carmania, many complaints were made to Alex¬ 
ander, concerning governors and other officers, who 
had grievously oppressed the people of various pro¬ 
vinces during his absence; for, fully persuaded he 
would never return, they had exercised every species 
of rapine, tyranny, cruelty, and oppression. Alex¬ 
ander, strongly affected with their grievances, and 
pierced to the ver}' soul with their just complaints, put 
to death as many as were found guilty of mal-admin¬ 
istration, and with them 600 soldiers, who had been the 
instruments of their exactions and other crimes. He 
ever afterwards treated with the same severity all such 
of bis officers as were convicted of the like guilt, so 
that his government was beloved by all the conquered 
nations. He was of opinion, that a prince owes these 
examples of severity to his equity, which ought to 
check every kind of irregularity; to his glory to prove 
he does not connive, or share in the injustice commit¬ 
ted in his name; to the consolation of his subjects, 
which he supplies with a vengeance which themselves 
ought never to exercise; in fine, to the safety of his 
dominions, which, by so equitable an administration, is 
secured from many dangers, and very often from insur¬ 
rections. It is a great unhappiness to a kingdom, 
when every part of it resounds with exactions, vexa¬ 
tions, oppressions, and corruption, and not so much 
as a single man is punished, as a terror to the rest: 
and that the whole weight of the public authority falls 
only upon the people, and never on those who ruin 
them. 

The great pleasure Alexander took, in the account 
which Nearehus gave him of his successful voyage, 
inspired that prince with a great inclination for navi¬ 
gation and voyages by sea. He proposed no less than 
to sail from the Persian gulf, round Arabia and Africa, 
and to return into the Mediterranean by the Straits of 
Gibraltar, called at that time Hercules's Pillars; a 
voyage which had been several limes attempted, and 
once performed, by older of a king of Egypt, called 
Necho, as I have observed elsewhere. It was after¬ 
wards his design, when he should have humbled the 
pride of Carthage, against which he was greatly exas¬ 
perated, to cross into Spain, called by the Greeks 
Iberia, from the river Iberus: he next was to go over 
the Alps,and coast along Italy, where he would have 
had but a short passage into Epirus, and from thence 
into Macedonia. For this purpose, he sent orders to 
the viceroys of Mesopotamia and Syria, to build in 
several parts of the Euphrates, and particularly at 
Thapsacu?, ships sufficient for that enterprise; and 
he caused to be felled, on mount Libanus, a great 
number of trees, which were to be carried into the 
above-mentioned city. But this project, as well as 
a great many more which he meditated, were all de¬ 
feated by hi? early death. 

Continuing his march, he went to Pasargada, a city 
of Persia. Orsines was governor of the country, and 


the greatest nobleman in it. He was a descendant of 
Cyrus; and, besides the wealth he inherited from his 
ancestors, he himself had amassed great treasures 
having, for many years, ruled a considerable extent of 
country. He had done the king a signal piece of ser¬ 
vice. The person who governed the province during 
Alexander’s expedition into India, happened to die; 
when Orsines observing, that, for want of a governor, 
all things were running to confusion, took the admin¬ 
istration upon himself,composed matters very happily, 
and preserved them in the utmost tranquillity till Alex¬ 
ander’s arrival. He went to meet hint, with presents 
of all kinds for himself, as well as his officers. These 
consisted of a great number of fine and well-trained 
horses, chariots enriched with gold and silver, precious 
furniture, jewels, gold vases of prodigious weight, 
purple robes, and 4000 talents of silver in specie. 1 
However, this generous magnificence proved fatal to 
him: for when he presented such gifts to the principal 
grandees of tile court, as infinitely exceeded their ex- 
ectations, he passed by the eunuch Uagoas, the 
ing’s favourite; and this not through forgetfulness, 
but out of contempt. Some persons telling him bow 
much the king loved Bagoas, he answered, “ I hon¬ 
our the king’s friends, but not an infamous eunuch.” 
These words being told Bagoas, he employed all his 
credit to ruin a prince descended, from the noblest 
blood in the East, and irreproachable in his conduct. 
He even bribed some of Orsines’ attendants, giving 
them instructions, how to impeach him at a proper 
season; and in the mean lime, whenever he was 
alone with the king, he filled his mind with suspi¬ 
cions and distrust, letting drop ambiguous expres¬ 
sions concerning that nobleman, as if by chance; and 
dissembling very artfully the motives of discontent. 
Nevertheless the king suspended his judgment for 
the present, but discovered less esteem than before 
fur Orsines, who knew nothing of what was plotting 
against him,so secretly the affair was carried on; and 
the eunuch, in his private discourses with Alexander, 
was perpetually charging him either with exactions 
or treason. 

The great clanger to which princes are exposed, is 
the suffering themselves to be prejudiced, and over¬ 
reached in this manner by their favourites; a danger 
so common, that St. Bernard, writing to Pope Euge- 
r<ius, 2 assures him that if he were exempt from this 
weakness, he may boast himself to he the only mania 
the world that is so. What is here spoken of princes, 
is applicable to all who are in power. Great men 
generally listen With pleasure to the slanderer: and 
for this reason, because lie generally puts on the 
mask of affection and zeal, which soothes their pride. 
Slander always makes some impression on the most 
equitable minds; and leaves behind it such dark and 
gloomy traces, as raise suspicions, jealousies, and dis¬ 
trusts. The artful slanderer is bold and indefatigable, 
because he i? sure to escape unpunished; and is sen¬ 
sible, that he runs but very little danger, in greatly 
prejudicing others. With regard to the great, they 
seldom make inquiry into the grounds of these secret 
calumnies, either from indolence, inattention or shame, 
to appear suspicious, fearful, or diffident; in a word, 
from their unwillingness to own that they were im¬ 
posed upon, and had abandoned themselves to a rash 
credulity. In this manner, the most unsullied virture, 
and the most irreproachable fidelity, are frequently 
brought to inevitable ruin. 

Of this we have a sad example on the present occa¬ 
sion. Bagoas, after having taken his measures at a 
distance, at last gave birth to his dark design. Alex¬ 
ander having caused the monument of Cyrus to be 
opened, in order to perform funeral honours to the 
ashes of that great prince, found nothing in it but an 
old rotten shield, two Scythian bows, and a scimetar; 
whereas he hoped to find it full of gold and silver, as 
the Persians had reported. The king laid a golden 
crown on his urn, and covered it with his cloak; 
vastly surprised that so powerful and renowned a 
prince had been buried with no greater pomp than a 
private man. Bagoa* thinking this a proper time for 
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him to speak, “ Are we to wonder,” says he, “ that we 
find the tombs of kings so empty, since the houses 
of governors of provinces are filled with the gold of 
which they have deprived them? I, indeed, had never 
seen this monument; hut I have heard Darius say, 
that immense treasures were buried in it. Hence 
flowed the unbounded liberality and profusion of Or- 
sines, who, by bestowing what he could not keep, 
without ruining himself, thought to make a merit of 
this in your sight.” This charge was w ithout the least 
foundation; and yet the Magi who guarded the se¬ 
pulchre, were put to the torture, but all to no purpose; 
and nothing was discovered relating to the pretended 
theft. Their silence on this occasion ought naturally 
to have cleared Orsines; but the artful, insinuating 
discourses of Bagoas, had made a deep impression on 
Alexander’s miua, and by that means given calumny 
an easy access to it. The accusers, whom Bagoas 
had suborned, having made choice of a favourable 
moment, came and impeached Orsines, and charged 
him with the commission of several odious crimes, and 
amongst the rest, with stealing the treasure of the 
monument. At this charge, the matter appeared no 
longer doubtful, and no farther proof was thought re¬ 
quisite; so that this prince was loaded with chains, 
before he so much as suspected that au}- accusation 
had been brought against him; and was put to death, 
without being so much as heard, or confronted with 
his accusers; too unhappy fate of kings, who do not 
hear and examine things in person; and who still 
continue infatuated, notwithstanding the numberless 
examples they read in history, of princes who have 
been deceived in like manner. 

I have already said, that there had followed the 
king, an Indian, named Calanus, reputed the wisest 
man of his country, who, though lie professed the 

ractiee of the most severe philosophy, had however 

een persuaded, in his extreme old age, to attend upon 
the court. This nian.i having lived fourscore and 
three years, without having ever been afllicted with 
sickness; and having a very severe fit of the colic, 
upon his arrival at Pasargada, 2 resolvetf to put himself 
to death. Resolutely determined not to let the perfect 
health he had always enjoyed, be impaired by linger¬ 
ing pains; and being also afraid of falling into the 
hands of physicians, and of being tortured with loads 
of medicine, he besought the king to order the erecting 
of a funeral pile for him; and desired that after he 
had ascended it, fire might be set to it. Alexander at 
first imagined that Calanus might easily be dissuaded 
from so dreadful a design; but finding, in spite of 
all the arguments he could use, that Calanus was still 
inflexible, be at last was obliged to acquiesce in his 
request. Calanus then rode on horseback to the foot 
of the funeral pile; offered up his prayers to the gods; 
caused the same libations to be poured upon himself, 
and the rest of the ceremonies to be observed, wdiich 
are practised at funerals; cut off a tuft of his hair, as 
was done to the victims at a sacrifice; embraced such 
of his friends as were present; entreated them to be 
merry that day and carouse with Alexander; assur¬ 
ing them at the same time, that he would soon see that 
prince in Babylon. After saying these words he as¬ 
cended, with the utmost cheerfulness, the funeral pile, 
laid himself down upon it, and covered his face; and 
when the flame catehed him, he did not make the 
least motion; but with a patience and constancy that 
surprised the whole army,continued in the position in 
which he at first had laid himself; and completed his 
sacrifice, by dying pursuant to the custom practised by 
the sages of his country. 

The historian informs us, 3 that people differed very 
much in opinion with respect to this action. Some 
condemned it, as suiting only a frantic, senseless 
wretch; others imagined he was prompted to it out of 
vajn-glory, merely for the sake of being gazed at, and 
to pass for a miracle in constancy (and these were not 
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| mistaken;) others again applauded this false heroism, 

I which had enabled him to triumph in this manner over 
pain and death. 

Alexander, being returned into his tent, after this 
dreadful ceremony, invited several of his friends and 
general officers to supper; and in compliance with 
Calanus’s request, and to do him honour, he proposed 
a crown, as a reward for him who should quaff'most. 
He who conquered on this occasion, was Promaehu3, 
w ho swallowed four measures ofwine, that is, eighteen 
or twenty pints. After receiving the prize, which 
was a crown, worth a talent, 4 lie survived his victory 
but three days. Of these guests, forty-one died of 
their intemperance: a scene W’orthy of closing that 
which Calanus had a little before exhibited! 

From Pasargada, 5 Alexander came to Persepolis; 
and, surveying the remains of the conflagration, was 
exasperated against himself for his folly in setting it 
on fire. From hence he advanced towards Susa. 
Nearehus, in compliance with his orders, had begun 
to sail up the Euphrates with bis fleet; but being in¬ 
formed that Alexander was going to Susa, he came 
down again to the mouth of the Pasitigris, and sailed 
up this river to a bridge, where Alexander was to pass 
it. Then the naval and land armies joined. The 
king offered to the gods sacrifices, by way of thanks 
fornis happy return; and great rejoicings were made 
in the camp”. Nearehus received the honours due to 
him, for the care he. had taken of the fleet; and for hav¬ 
ing conducted it so far safe through numberless dan¬ 
gers. 

Alexander found in Susa all the captives of quality 
he had left there. He married Statira, Darius’s eldest 
daughter,and gave the youngest to his dear Hephses- 
tion. And in order that, by making these marriages 
more common, his own might not be censured, he per¬ 
suaded the greatest noblemen in his court, and his 
principal favourites, to imitate him. Accordingly they 
chose from among the noblest families of Persia, about 
fourscore young maidens, whom they married. Hi? 
design was, hv these alliances, to cement so strongly 
the union of the two nations, that they should thence¬ 
forward form but one, under his empire. The nuptials 
were solemnized after the Persian manner. He like¬ 
wise gave a feast to all the rest of the Macedonians, 
who had married before in that country. It is related 
that there were 9000 guests this feast, and that he 
gave each of them a golden cup for the libations. 

Not satisfied with this bounty, he would also pay 
his soldiers’ debts. But finding that several would 
not declare the sum they owed, for fear of its being 
an artifice, merely to discover those among them who 
were too lavish of their money, he appointed in his 
camp, offices, where all debts were paid, without ask¬ 
ing the name either of the debtor or creditor. His 
liberality was very great on this occasion, and gave 
prodigious satisfaction; we are told that it amounted 
to near 10,000 talents; 6 but his indulgence, in per¬ 
mitting every person to conceal hU name, was a still 
more agreeable circumstance. He reproached the 
soldiers for their seeming to suspect the truth of his 
promise, and said to them: “That a king ought never 
to forfeit his word with his subjects; 7 nor his subjects 
suspect that he could be guilty of so shameful a pre¬ 
varication:” a truly royal maxim, as it forms the se¬ 
curity of a people, and the most solid glory of a prince; 
which, at the same time, may be renounced for ever, 
by the violation of a single promise; which in affairs 
of government is the most fatal of all errors. 

And now there arrived at Susa 30,000 Persian young 
men, most of the same age, and called Epigoni , that 
is, successors,• as coming to relieve the old soldiers in 
their duly and long fatigues. Such only had been 
made choice of, as were the strongest and best shaped 
in all Persia; and had been sent to the governors of 
such cities as were either lately founded or conquered 
by Alexander. These had instructed them in military 
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discipline, and in all things relating to the science of 
war. They were all very neatly dressed, and armed 
after (lie Macedonian manner. They came and en¬ 
camped before the city, where, drawing up in battle 
array, they were reviewed; and performed their ex¬ 
ercises before the king, who was extremely well pleas¬ 
ed and very bountiful to them afterwards, at which the 
Macedonians took great umbrage. And indeed, Alex¬ 
ander observing that the latter were harassed and 
tired out with the length of the war, and often vented 
murmurs and complaints in the assemblies, was, fur 
that reason, desirous of training up these new forces, 
purposely to check the licentiousness of the veterans. 
It is dangerous to disgust a whole nation, and to show 
too marked a preference to foreigners. 

In the mean time Harpalus, 1 whom Alexander, 
during his expedition into India, had appointed go¬ 
vernor of Babylon, quitted his service. Flattering 
himself with the hopes that this prince would never 
return from the wars in that country, he had given a 
loose to all kinds of licentiousness, and consumed in 
his infamous revels part of the wealth with which he 
had been entrusted. As soon as he was informed that 
Alexander, in his return from India, punished very 
severely such of his lieutenants as had abused their 
power, he meditated how he might best secure him¬ 
self; and for this purpose amassed 5000 talents, that 
is, about 750,000/.; assemhled 6000 soldiers, withdrew 
into Attica, and landed in Athens. Immediately all 
such orators as made a trade of their eloquence, 2 ran 
to him in crowds, all ready to be corrupted by bribes 
as they were before by hopes of them. Harpalus did 
not fail to distribute a small part of his wealth anioii^ 
these orators, to win them over to his interest, but he 
offered Phocion 700 talents, 3 and even put his person 
and property under his protection, well knowing the 
prodigious influence he had over the people. 

The fame of his probity, and particularly of his dis¬ 
interestedness, had gained him this influence. Philip’s 
deputies had offered him great sums of money in tnat 
prince’s name, entreating him to accept them, if not 
For himself, at least for his children, who were so poor 
that it would be impossible for them to support the 
glory of his name: “ If they resemble me,” 4 replied 
rhocion,“ the little spot of ground, on the produce of 
whicli I have hitherto lived, and which has raised me 
to the glory you mention, will be sufficient to maintain 
them: if it will not, I do not intend to leave them 
wealth, merely to foment and heighten their luxury.” 
Alexander, 5 having likewise sent him 100 talents " 
Phocion asked those who brought them, “ with what 
design Alexander had sent so great a sum to him alone 
of all the Athenians'?”—“It is,” replied they, “be¬ 
cause Alexander looks upon you as the only just and 
virtuous man.”—“ Let him, then,” says Phocion, “ suf¬ 
fer me still to enjoy that character, and be really what 
I am taken for.” 

The reader will suppose, that be did not give a more 
favourable reception to the persons sent by Harpalus. 
And indeed he spoke to them in very harsh terms, de¬ 
claring that he should immediately take such mea¬ 
sures as would be very disagreeable to the person on 
whose errand they came, in case he did not leave off 
bribing the city; so that Harpalus lost all hopes from 
that quarter. 

Demosthenes did not at first show more favour to 
Harpalus. He advised the Athenians to drive him 
out from their city, and not to involve it in a war upon 
a very unjust occasion, and at the same time without 
the least necessity. 

Some days after, Harpalus, as an inventory was 
taking of his goods, having observed that Demosthenes 
took a particular pleasure in viewing one of the king’s 
cups, and that he admired the fashion and the beauty 
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of the workmanship, desired him to take it in his hand, 
and tell him the might if the gold. Demosthenes 
taking the cup, was surprised at its heaviness, cud ac¬ 
cordingly asked how much it weighed 1 ? Harpalus 
answered w r itha smile, Twenty talents', I believe; and 
that very evening sent him that sum with the cup; for 
so great was Harpalus’s penetration, that he could 
discover by the air, and certain glances, the foible of 
a man struck with the charms of gold. Demosthenes 
could not resist its power; but, overcome by this pre¬ 
sent,and being no longer master of himself, 8 hejomed 
on a sudden Harpalns’s party; and the very next 
morning, having wrapped his*neck well in wool and 
bandages, he went to the assembly. The people then 
ordered him to rise and make a speech, but he refused, 
making signs that he had lost his voice; upon which 
some wags cried fdoud, that their orator had been 
seized in the night, not with a squinancy , 9 but an 
argyrancy; thereby intimating, that Harpalus’s mo¬ 
ney had suppressed his voice. 

The people being told next day of the gift which 
had been sent to Demosthenes, were highly exaspe¬ 
rated, and refused to hear his justification. Harpalus 
was thereupon expelled the city; and in order to dis¬ 
cover the persons who had taken bribes, the magis¬ 
trates commanded a strict search to be made in all 
houses, that of Carirles excepted, who having married 
but a little before, was exempt from this inquiry, out 
of respect to his bride. The politeness shown on this 
occasion docs honour to Athens, and is not always 
exercised elsewhere. 

Demosthenes to prove his innocence, proposed a 
decree, by which the senate of the Areopagus was 
empowered to take cognizance of this matter. He 
was the first they tried, and fined, upon being con¬ 
victed, fifty talents, 10 for tbepaymentof w hich he was 
thrown into prison; however, he found means to es¬ 
cape, and left his country. Demosthenes did not be¬ 
have with resolution and magnanimity in his banish¬ 
ment, residing generally at Angina or Trcezene; and 
every time he cast his eyes on Attica, his face would 
be covered with tears; and he suffered such words to 
drop from him as were unworthy a brave man ; words, 
which by no means correspond wflth his resolute and 
generous behaviour during his administration. Cicero 
was reproached with the same weakness in his exile, 
which shows that great men are not such at all times, 
nor in all circumstances. 

It were to be wished, 11 for the honour of eloquence, 
that what Pausanias relates in justification of Demos¬ 
thenes w r ere true; and it is very probable it was so. 
According to (his author, Harpalus, after flying from 
Athens, was seized by Philoxcnus the Macedonian; 
and being racked to extort from him the names of such 
Athenians as had been bribed by him, he did not once 
mention Demosthenes, whose name, had he been 
guilty, he w r ould not have suppressed before Philox¬ 
cnus, as that orator was his enemy. 

Upon the first report of Harpalus’s flying to Athens, 
Alexander, fully determined to go in person to punish 
Harpalus and the Athenians, had commanded a fleet 
to be equipped. But after news was brought that the 
people in tneir assembly had ordered him to depart 
their city, he laid aside all thoughts of returning into 
Europe. 

Alexander, having still a curiosity to see the ocean, 
came down from Susa, upon the river Eulams; and 
fter having coasted the Persiangulf to the mouth of 
the Tigris, he went up that river towards the army 
w hich was encamped on the banks of it, near the city 
of Opis, under the command of Hepha?s(ion. 

Upon his arrival there, he published a declaration 


’ Twenty thousand crowns, 

b The expression in the Greek is full of beauty and spirit. 
Plularch compares the gold whicli had been accepted by 
Demosthenes, toagarrison (of the enemy) which a governor 
had received into hi* city, and thereby dispossessed himself 
of the command of it.^ virb rijg Su-^oSox/xf aS<nrep 

7rxex&i$ryt*ivog sgovfiv. 

9 It is impossible to translate the agreeable play of thoso 

reek words. Oix \jttI a-wxyx^g, «**■’ *£- 

V\)KTU>P t^v Sqpxyuij ov. 

*o Fifty thousand crowns. ** Pausan. 1. ii. p. 148 
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in the camp, by which all the Macedonians, who, by 
reason of their age, wounds, or any other infirmity, 
were unable to support any longer the fatigues of the 
service, were permitted to return into Greece; declar¬ 
ing that his design was to discharge them, to be boun¬ 
tiful to them, and send them back to their native coun¬ 
try in a safe and honourable manner. His intention, 
in making this declaration, was to oblige, and at the 
same tiihe to give them the strongest proof of his affec¬ 
tion for them. Hpwever, the very contrary happened; 
for being already disgusted upon some other accounts, 
especially by the visible preference w hich Alexander 
gave to foreigners, they imagined that his resolution 
was to make Asia the scat of his empire, and to dis¬ 
engage himself from the Macedonians; and that the 
only motive of his discharging them, was, that they 
might make room for the new troops he had levied in 
the conquered countries. This alone was sufficient to 
exasperate them to fury. Without observing the least 
order or discipline, or regarding the remonstrances of 
their officers, they went to the king with an air of 
insolence which they had never assumed till then, and 
with seditious cries demanded to be all discharged; 
saying farther, that since he despised the soldiers who 
had gained him all his victories, he and his father 
Ammon might carry on the war against whomsoever 
and in what manner they pleased; but as for them¬ 
selves, they were fully determined not to serve him 
anv longer. 

The king, no wav surprised, and without once hesi¬ 
tating, leaps from his tribunal; causes the principal 
mutineers, whom he himself pointed out to his guards, 
to be immediately seized, and orders thirteen to be 
punished. This bold and vigorous action, which 
thunderstruck the Macedonians, suppressed their in¬ 
solence in an iistant; quite amazed and confounded, 
and scarce daring to look at one another, they stood 
with downcast eyes, and were so dispirited, and trem¬ 
bled so prodigiously* that they were unable to speak 
or even to think. Seeing them in this condition, he 
reascended his tribunal, where, after repeating to 
them, with a severe countenance, and a menacingtone 
of voice, the numerous favours which Philip his father 
had bestowed upon them, and all the marks of kind¬ 
ness and friendship by which he himself had distin¬ 
guished them, he concluded with these words: “You 
all desire a discharge; I grant it to you. Go now,and 
publish to the whole world, that you have left your 
prince to the mercy of the nations he had conquered, 
who were more affectionate to him than you.” After 
speaking this, he returns suddenly into his tent, ca¬ 
shiers his old guard; appoints another in its place, all 
composed of Persian soldiers; and shuts himself up for 
some days, without seeing any person all the time. 

Had the Macedonians been sentenced to die, they 
ccrold not have been more shocked, than when news 
was brought them, that the king had confided the care 
of his person to the Persians. They could suppress 
their grief no longer, so that nothing was heard but 
cries, groans, and lamentations. Soon after,they all 
run together to the k ing’s tent, threw down their arms, 
confessing their guilt; acknowledging their fault with 
tears and sighs; declare that the loss of life will not 
be so grievous as the loss of honour; and protest that 
they will not leave the place till the king has pardoned 
them. Alexander could no longer resist the tender 
proofs they gave of their sorrow and repentance; so 
that when he himself, at his coming out of his tent, 
saw them in this dejected condition, he could not re¬ 
frain from tears; and after some gentle reproaches, 
which were softened by an air of humanity and kind¬ 
ness, he declared so loud as to be heard by them all, 
that he restored them to bis friendship. This was re¬ 
storing them to life,as was manifest from theirshouts. 

He afterwards discharged such Macedonians as 
were no longer able to carry arms, and sent them back 
to their native country with rich presents. He com¬ 
manded, that at the exhibiting of the public games, 
they should be allowed the chief places in the theatre, 
and there sit with crowns on (heir heads; and gave 
orders that the children of those who had lost their 
lives in his service, should receive, during their mi¬ 
nority, the same pay which had been given their fa¬ 


thers. Such support and honours granted to veterans, 
must necessarily ennoble, in a very conspicuous man¬ 
ner, the military profession. It is not possible for a 
government to enrich every soldier individually; but 
it may animate and console him by marks of distinc¬ 
tion, which inspire a stronger ardour for war, more 
constancy in the service, and nobler sentiments and 
motives. 

Alexander appointed Craterus commander of these 
soldiers, to whom he gave the government of Mace¬ 
donia, Thessaly, and Thrace, which Antipater had 
enjoyed; and the latter was commanded to bring the 
recruits instead of Craterus. The king had long 
«ince been quite tired with the complaints of his mo- 
therand Antipater, who could not agree. She charg¬ 
ed Antipater with aspiring at sovereign power, and 
the latter complained of her violent and untractable 
disposition; and had often declared in his letters, that * 
she did not behave in a manner suitable to her dignity. 

It was with some reluctance Antipater resigned bis 
government. 

From Opis, Alexander arrived at 
Ecbatana in Media, where, after A. M. 3680. 
having despatched the most urgent Ant. J. C. 324, 
affairs of the kingdom, he again so¬ 
lemnized games and festivals: there had come to him 
from Greece, 3000 dancers, makers of machinery, and 
other persons skilled in diversions of this kind. It hap¬ 
pened very unluckily, during the celebration of these 
festivals, that Hephaestion died of a disease which he 
brought upon himself. Alexander abandoning him¬ 
self to immoderate drinking, his whole court followed 
his example, and sometimes spent whole days and 
nights in these excesses. In one of them Hephaestion 
lost his life. He was the most intimate friend the 
king had, theconfidaDt of all his secrets, and, to say 
all in n word, a second self. Craterus alone seemed 
to dispute this honour with him. An expression, 
which one day escaped that prince, shows the differ¬ 
ence he made between these two courtiers. “ Crate¬ 
rus,” says he, “ loves the king, but Hephaestion loves 
Alexander.” This expression signifies, if I mistake 
not, that Hephaestion was attached, in a tender and 
affectionate manner, to the person of Alexander; but 
that Craterus loved him as a king, that is, was con¬ 
cerned for his reputation, and sometimes was less 
obsequious to his will, than zealous for his glory and 
interest. An excellent character, but very uncom¬ 
mon. 

Hephaestion was as much beloved by all the cour¬ 
tiers as by Alexander himself. Modest, even-tem¬ 
pered, beneficent; free from pride, avarice, and jea- 
ousy; he never abused his credit with the king, nor 
preferred himself to those officers, whose merit made 
them necessary to bis sovereign. He was universally 
regretted; but his death threw Alexander into exces¬ 
sive sorrow, to which he abandoned himself in such a 
manner, as was unworthy so great a king. He seemed 
to receive no consolation, but in the extraordinary* 
funeral honours to be paid to his friend on his arrival 
at Babylon, whither he commanded Perdiccasto carry 
his corpse. 

In order to remove, by business and employment, 
the melancholy ideas which the death of his favourite 
perpetually awakened in his mind, Alexander marched 
his army against the Cossaei, a warlike nation, inha¬ 
biting the mountains of Media, whom not one of the 
Persian monarchs had ever been able to conquer. 
However, the king reduced (hem in forty days, after¬ 
wards passed the Tigris, and marched towards Baby¬ 
lon. 

SECTION XVIII.— ALEXANDER ENTERS BABYLON, 
IN SPITE OF THE SINISTER PREDICTIONS OF THE 
MAGI AND OTHER SOOTHSAYERS. HE THERE 
FORMS THE PLANS OF SEVERAL VOYAGES AND 
CONQUESTS. HE SETS ABOUT REPAIRING THE 
BREACHES MADE IN THE EMBANKMENTS OF THE 
TIGRIS AND EUPHRATES, AND REBUILDING THE 
TEMPLE OF BELUS. HE ABANDONS HIMSELF TO 
IMMODERATE DRINKING, WHICH BRINGS HIM TO 
HIS END. THE UNIVERSAL GRIEF SPREAD OVER, 
THE WHOLE EMPIRE UPON THAT ACCOUNT. SYSI- 
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GAMEIS IS NOT ABLE TO SURVIVE HIM. PREPA¬ 
RATIONS ARE MADE TO CONVEY ALEXANDER’S 

CORPSE TO THE TEMPLE OF JUPITER AMMON IN 

LIBYA. 

Alexander being arrived within a league and a 
half of Babylon, 1 the Chaldeans, who pretended to 
know futurity by the stars, deputed to him some of 
their old men, to warn him that he would be in danger 
of his life, in case he entered that city, and were very 
urgent with him to pass by it. The Babylonish astro¬ 
logers were held in such great reputation, that this ad¬ 
vice made a strange impression on his mind, and filled 
him with confusion and dread. Upon this, after send¬ 
ing several of the grandees of his court to Babylon, 
he himself went another .way; and having marched 
about ten leagues, he stopped for some time in the 
place where he had encamped his army. The Greek 
philosophers, being told the foundation of his fear and 
scruples, waited upon him; when settingin the clear¬ 
est light the principles of Anaxagoras, whose tenets 
they followed, they demonstrated to him, in the strong¬ 
est manner, the vanity of astrology; snd made him 
have so great contempt for divination in general, and 
for that of the Chaldeans in particular, that he imme¬ 
diately marched towards Babylon with his whole ar¬ 
my. He knew that there were arrived in that city, 2 
ambassadors from all parts of the world, who waited 
for his coming; the whole earth echoing so much 
with the terror of his name, that the several nations 
came, with inexpressible ardour, to pay homage to 
Alexander, as to him who was to be their sovereign. 
This view, which agreeably soothed the strongest of 
all his passions, contributed very much to stifle 
every other reflection, and to make him careless of 
all advice that might be given him; so that he set 
forward with all possible diligence towards thatgreat 
city, there to hold, as it were, the states-general of 
the world. After making a most magnificent entry, 
he gave audience to all the ambassadors, with the 
grandeur and dignity suitable to a great monarch, 
and, at the same time, with the affability and polite¬ 
ness of a prince, who is desirous of winning the af¬ 
fection of all. He loaded those of Epidaurus with 
great presents for the deity who presided over their 
city, as well as over health, but reproached him a*t 
the same time. " ^Esculapius,” says he “ has show¬ 
ed me but very little indulgence, in not preserving 
the life of a friend, who was a9 dear to me as my¬ 
self.” In private he discovered a great friendship 
for such of the deputies of Greece, as came to con¬ 
gratulate him on hia victories and his happy return; 
and he restored to them all the statues, and other cu¬ 
riosities, which Xerxes had earned out of Greece, 
that were found in Susa, Babylon, Pasargada, and 
other places. We are told that among these were the 
statues of Harmodius and Aristogiton, and that they 
were brought back to Athens. 

The ambassadors from Corinth having offered him, 
in the name of their city, the freedom of it, he laughed 
at an offer which seemed altogether unworthy ol one 
who had attained so exalted a pitch of grandeur and 
power. However, when Alexander was told that 
Corinth had granted this privilege to Hercules only, 
he accepted it with joy; and piqued himself upon 
treading in his steps,and resembling him in all things. 
But, cries Seneca, 3 in what did this frantic young 
man, with whom successful temerity passed for virtue, 
resemble Hercules? The latter, free from all self-in¬ 
terested views, travelled through the world, merely to 
benefit the several nations whom he visited, and to 
purge the earth of such robbers as infested it: whereas 
Alexander, who is justly entitled the plunderer of na¬ 
tions, made his glory to consist in carrying desolation 


‘ Arrian, lib. vii. p. 294—309. Quint. Curt. lib. x. e. 4— 
7. Plul. in Alex. p. 705—707. 

* Dind. lib. xvii. p. 577—5S3. Justin, lib. xii. c. 13—16. 
a Quid illi simile habebai vesanus adolcscens, cui pro 
virluie eral felix lemcriias? Hercules nihil sibi vicil. 
Orbvm lerrarum iransivil, noo concupiscendu, sed vindi- 
cando—malorum hoaiis, bonorum vindex, terrarum marie- 
que pacamr. At hie a pueriiia lalro genliumquc vasiator 
—sumtr.um bonum duxil terrori esse cunctia murtalibus. 
Sente, de Bene/, lib. i. cap. 13, 
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into all places, and in rendering himself the terror of 
mankind. 

At the same time he wrote a letter, which was to be 
read publicly in the assembly of the Olympic games, 
" hereby the several cities of Greece were commanded 
to permit all exiles to return into their native country, 
those excepted who had committed sacrilege, or any 
other crime deserving death; and ordered Antipater 
to employ an armed force against such cities as should 
refuse to obey. This letter was read in the assembly. 
But the Athenians and iEtolians did not think them¬ 
selves obliged to put these orders in execution, which 
seemed to interfere with their liberty. 

Alexander, after having despatched these affairs, 
finding himself now at leisure, began to think of 
Hephseslion’s burial. This he solemnized with a 
magnificence, the like of which had never been seen. 
As he himself undertook the management of this fu¬ 
neral, he commanded all the neighbouring cities to 
contiibute their utmost in exalting the pomp of it. 
lie likewise ordered all the nations of Asia to ex¬ 
tinguish what the Persians called the sacred fire, till 
the ceremony of the interment should be ended, which 
was considered as an ill omen, it being never practised 
in Persia, except at the death of its monarchs. All 
the officers and courtiers, to please Alexander, caused 
images to be carved of that favourite, of gold, ivory, 
and other precious materials. 

At the same time the king, having procured a great 
number of architects and skilful workmen, first caused 
near six furlongs of the wall of Babylon to be beaten 
down; and, having got together a great number of 
bricks, and levelled the spot designed for the funeral 

pile, he had a most magnificent monumental structure 
erected over it. 

This edifice was divided into thirty parts, in each 
whereof was raised a uniform building, the roof of 
which was covered with great planks of palm-tree 
wood. The whole formed a perfect square, the cir¬ 
cumference of which was adorned with extraordinary 
magnificence. Each side was a furlong, or 100 fa¬ 
thoms in length. At the foot of it, and in the first 
row, were set 244 prows of ships gilded on the but¬ 
tresses* or supporters whereof, the statues of two ar¬ 
chers, four cubits high, with one knee on the ground, 
were fixed, and two other statues, in an upright pos¬ 
ture, completely armed, bigger than the life, being 
five cubits in height. The spaces between the prows 
were spread and adorned with purple cloth. Over 
these prows was a colonnade of large flambeaux, the 
shafts of which were fifteen cubits high, embellished 
with crowns of gold at the part where they are held. 
The flame of those flambeaux ending at top, termi¬ 
nated towards eagles, which, with their heads turn¬ 
ed downwards, and extended wings, served as capi¬ 
tals. Dragons fixed near or upon the base, turned 
their heads upwards towards the eagles. Over this 
colonnade stood a third., in the base of w hich was re¬ 
presented, in relievo, a party of hunting animals of 
every kind. On the superior order, that is the 
fourth, the combat of the Centaurs was represented 
in gold. Finally, on the fifth, golden figures, repre¬ 
senting lions and bulls, were placed alternately. The 
whole edifice terminated with military trophies, af¬ 
ter the Macedonian and barbarian fashion, as so 
many symbols of the victory of the former and de¬ 
feat of the latter. On the entablatures and roof 
were represented Syrens, the hollow bodies of w hich 
were filled (but so as not to be discerned) with mu¬ 
sicians, who sang mournful airs and dirges in honour 
of the deceased. This edifice was upwards of 130 
cubits high, that is, above 195 feet. 

The beauty of the design of this structure, the 
singularity and magnificence of the decorations, and 
the several ornaments of it, surpassed the most won¬ 
derful productions of fancy, and were all in an exquisite 
taste. Alexander had appointed to superintend the 
building of this edifice, Stasicrates, a great architect, 
and admirably well skilled in mechanics, in all whose 
inventions and designs there appeared, not only pro- 


* In Greek,'ETrwriSe;, or ear3. These are two pieces of 
timber which project to the right and left of the prow. 
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digious magnificence, but a surprising boldness, and 
such grandeur as was scarce conceivable. 

It was this artist, 1 who, in a conversation some 
time before with Alexander, bad told him, that of all 
the mountains he knew, none would so well admit of 
being cut into the shape of a man, as mount Athos, in 
Thrace: that, if he therefore pleased to give orders, 
lie would make this mountain the most durable of all 
statues, and that which would lie most open to the 
view of the universe. In its left hand it should hold 
a city, consisting of 10,000 inhabitants; and from its 
right should pour a great river, whose waters would 
discharge themselves into the sea. One would have 
thought that this project would have pleased Alexan¬ 
der, who sought for the great and marvellous in all 
things; nevertheless, he rejected it, and wisely an¬ 
swered, that it was enough that there already was 
one prince, whose folly mount Athos would eternize. 
This was meant of Xerxes, who ha\ ing endeavoured 
to cut through the isthmus of that mountain, wrote a 
letter to it in the most proud and senseless terms. 2 
“ With regard to myself,” says Alexander, “ mount 
Caucasus, the river Tanais, 3 the Caspian sea, all 
which 1 passed in triumph, shall be my monument.” 

The expense of the splendid monument which this 
prince erected in honour of Hephcustion, with that of 
the funeral, amounted to upwards of 12,000 talents, 
that is, more than 1,800,000/. Hut what man was 
ever so ridiculously and extravagantly profuse! All 
this gold, all this silver, was no other than the blood 
of nations, and the substance of provinces, which 
were thus sacrificed to a vain ostentation. 

To crown the affection which Alexander had for his 
deceased friend, something was stil! wanting to the 
honours lie paid him, which might raise him above 
human nature; and this was what he proposed, and 
for that purpose had sent to the temple ol Ammon a 
trusty person named Philip, to inquire the will of the 
god. It doubtless was the echo of that of Alexander; 
and the answer was, that sacrifices might be offered 
to Hepliaeslion as a demi-god. These were not spared 
in any r manner; Alexander himself first setting the 
example, when he made a great feast, to which up¬ 
wards of 10,000 persons were invited. At the same 
time he wrote to Cleomenes, governor of Egypt, com¬ 
manding him (o build a temple to Hephacstion in Alex¬ 
andria, and another in the island of Pharos. In this 
letter (which is still extant,) to txcite his diligence, 
and to hasten the work, he grants the governor, who 
was despised universally for his injustice and rapine, 
a general pardon for all* his crimes, past, present, and 
future; provided that, at his return, the temple and 
city should be completed. And now nothing was seen 
but new altars, new temples, and new festivals; no 
oaths were administered but in the name of the new 
deity; to question his divinity was a capital crime. 
An 'old officer (a friend of liephasstion) having be¬ 
wailed him as dead, in passing before Ins tomb, had 
like to have been pul to death for it; nor would he 
have been pardoned, had not Alexander been assured, 
that the officer wept, merely from some remains of ten¬ 
derness, and not as doubting Ilepliacstion’s divinity. 
I cannot say whether Alexander prevailed so far, as 
to make any one give credit to Hephaeslion’s divinity; 
but he himself appeared, or at least endeavoured to 
appear, firmly persuaded of it; and gloried, not only 
that he had a god for his father, but that he himself 
could make gods. IIow ridiculous is all this! 

During almost a year that Alexander continued in 
Babylon, he revolved a great number of projects in his 
mind; such as to go round Africa by sea; to make 
a complete discovery of all the nations lying round 
the Caspian sea, and inhabiting its coasts; to conquer 
Arabia; to make war against Carthage, and to sub¬ 
due the rest of Europe. The very thoughts of sitting 
still fatigued him, and the great vivacity of his imagi¬ 
nation and ambition would never suffer him to be at 


i Plut. de fortun. Alex. perm. i. p. 335. 

a Proud Athos, who liftest thy head to heavea, be not so 
bold as to oppose to my workmen such rocks aod stones as 
they cannot cut; otherwise I will cut thee quite to pieces, 
aod throw thee into the seu. Plutarch , de ira cohib. p. 555. 

3 The Iaxartes is here meant. 


rest; nay, could he have conquered the whole world, 4 
he would have sought a new one, to satiate the avidity 
of his desires. 

The embellishing of Babylon also employed his 
thoughts very much. Finding it surpassed in extent, 
in conveniency, and in whatever can be wished, either 
for the necessities or pleasures of life, all the other 
cities of the east, he resolved to make it the seat of 
his empire; and for that purpose, was desirous of 
adding to it all the conveniences and ornaments 
possible. 

This city, as well ns the country round about it, 
had suffered prodigiously by the breaking of the bank 
or dike of the Euphrates, at the head of the canal called 
Pallacopa. The river running out of its usual channei 
by this breach, overflowed the whole country; and 
forcing its way perpetually, the breach grew at last so 
wide, that it would have cost almost as much to repair 
the bank, as the raising of it had done at first. So 
little water was lelt in the channel of the Euphrates 
about Bab) Ion, that there was scarce depth enough 
for small boats, which consequently was of great pre- 
judice to the city. 

Alexander undertook to remedy this, for which 
purpose lie embarked upon the Euphrates, in order to 
take a view of the place. It was on this occasion that 
he reproached, in a ludicrous, insulting tone of voice, 
the Magi and Chaldeans, who accompanied him, for 
the vanity of their predictions; since notwithstanding 
the ill omens they had endeavoured to terrify him with, 
(as if he had been a credulous woman) he however 
had entered Babylon, and was returned from it very 
safe. Attentive "to nothing but the subject of his 
voyage, he went and viewed the breach, and gave the 
proper orders for repairing and restoring it to its for¬ 
mer condition. 

This design of Alexander merited the greatest ap¬ 
plause. Such works are truly worthy great princes, 
and give immortal honour to their name, since they 
are not the effect of a ridiculous vanity, but solely 
calculated for the public good. By the execution of 
this project, he would have recovered a whole provine 
which lay underwater; and have made the river more 
navigable, and consequently of greater service to the 
Baby lonians, by turning it all again into its channel us 
before. 

This work, after having been carried on the length 
of thirty furlongs (a league and a half,) was stopped 
by difficulties owing to the nature of the soil; and the 
death of this prince, which happened soon after, put 
an end to this project, and several others he had formed. 
A supreme cause, unknown to men, prevented its ex¬ 
ecution. The real obstacle to the success of it, was 
the curse which God had pronounced against this city; 
an anathema which no human power could divert or 
retard. 5 “ I will cut off from Babylon the name and 
remnant,” had the Lord of hosts sworn above 300 
years before: “ I will also make it a possession for 
the bittern, and pools of water: and I will sweep it 
with the bosom of destruction. 6 —It shall never be in¬ 
habited, neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to 
generation—neither shall the shepherds make their 
fold there.” Heaven and earth would sooner have 
passed away, than Alexander’s design have been put 
in execution. No river was now tofiowby r Babylon; 
the places round it were to be overflowed and changed 
into uninhabitahle fens; it was to be rendered inac¬ 
cessible, by the prodigious quantities of mud and dirt; 
and the city, as well as the country about it, were to 
be covered with stagnated waters, which would make 
all access to it impracticable.? Thus it now lies; and 
all things were to conspire to reduce it to this dejected 
state, in order that the prophecy might be completely 
fulfilled ; 8 “ For the Lord of hosts hath purposed, and 
w T ho shall disannul it? And his hand is stretched out, 
and who shall turn it back?” Nothing shows more 
evidently the strength and weight of this invincible 
curse, than the efforts of the most powerful prince that 


* Uous Pellaeo juveni non sufficit orbis. Juv. 
e Isu. xiv. 22, 23. 6 Chap. xiii. 20. 

i See what is suid on this subject in the history of Cyrus. 
» Isa. xiv. 27, 
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ever reigned; a prince, the most obstinate that ever 
was, with regard to the carrying on his projects; a 
prince, of w hose enterprises none Lad ever miscarried; 
and who failed in this only, though it did not seem so 
difficult as the rest. 

Another design which Alexander meditated, and 
had most at heart, was the repairing the temple of 
Belus. Xerxes had demolished it on his return from 
Greece, and it had lain in ruins ever since. Alexander 
was resolved, not only to rtbuild it, but even to raise 
a much more magnificent temple. Accordingly, he 
caused all the rubbish to be removed; and finding that 
the Magi, to whose care he had left this, went on but 
slowly, be made his soldiers work. Notwithstanding 
10,000 of them were daily employed at it, for two 
months successively, the work was not finished at the 
death of that prince, so prodigious were its ruins. 
When it came to the turoof the Jewish soldiers who 
were in his army,i to work as the rest had done, they 
could not be prevailed upon to give their assistance; 
but excused themselves with saving, that as idolatry 
was forbidden by the tenets of their religion, they 
therefore were not allowed to assist in the building of a 
temple designed for idolatrous worship; and accord¬ 
ingly not one lent a hand on this occasion. They 
were punished for disobedience, but all to no purpose; 
so that, at last, Alexander admiring their constancy, 
discharged, and sent them home. This delicate reso¬ 
lution of the Jews is a lesson to many Christians, as 
it teaches them that they are not allowed to join or 
assist in the commission of an action that is contrary 
to the law of God. 

One cannot forbear admiring the conduct of Provi¬ 
dence on this occcasion. God had broken to pieces, 
by the hand of his servant Cyrus, 2 the idol Belus, the 
god who rivalled the Lord of Israel: he afterwards 
caused Xerxes to demolish his temple. These first 
blows which the Lord struck at Babylon, were so many 
omens of its total ruin, and it was as impossible for 
Alexander to complete the rebuilding of this temple, 
as for Julian, some centuries after, to restore that of 
Jerusalem. 

Although Alexander employed himself in the works 
above mentioned, during his stay in Bab) Ion, he spent 
the greatest part of his time in such pleasures as that 
city afforded; and one would conclude, that the chief 
aim, both of his occupations and diversions, was to 
stupify himself, and to drive from his mind the melan¬ 
choly and afllicting ideas of an impending death, with 
which he was threatened by all the predictions of the 
Magi and other soothsayers: for though in certain 
moments, he seemed not to regard the various notices 
which had been given him, he was however seriously 
affected with them inwardly; and these gloomy re¬ 
flections were for ever returning to his mind. They 
terrified him at last to such a degree, that whenever 
the most insignificant thing happened (if ever so lit¬ 
tle extraordinary and unusual) his imagination swel¬ 
led it immediately to a prodigy, and interpreted it into 
ao unhappy omen. The palace was now filled with 
sacrifice!-?, with persons whose office was to perform 
expiation? and purifications, and with others who pre¬ 
tended to see into futurity and prophesy things to 
come. It was certainly a spectacle worthy a philoso¬ 
phic eye, to see a prince, at whose nod the world 
trembled,abandoned to the strongest terrors; so true 
it is, says Plutarch, that if the contempt of the gods, 
and the incredulity which prompts us neither to fear 
nor believe any thing, be a great misfortune, supersti¬ 
tion, which enslaves the soul to the most abject fears, 
the most ridiculous follies, is a misfortune no less to 
be dreaded, and no less fatal in its consequences. It 
is plain that God, by a just judgment, took a pleasure 
in degrading, before the eyes of all nation 9 , and in 
every age, and in sinking lower than the condition of 
the vulgar, the man who had affected to set himself 
above human nature, and equal himself to the Deity. 
This prince had sought, in all his actions, that vain 
glory of conquest which men most admire; and to 
which they affix, more than to any thing else, the idea 
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of grandeur: and God delivers him up to a ridiculous 
superstition, which men ofgood sense and understand¬ 
ing despise most, and than which nothing can be more 
weak or grovelling. 

Alexander was therefore for ever solemnizing new 
festivals, and perpetually at new banquets, in which 
he quaffed with his usual intemperance. After having 
spent a whole night in carousing, a second entertain¬ 
ment was proposed to him. lie met accordingly,and 
there were twenty guests at table. He drank to the 
health of every person in company, and then pledged 
them severally. After this, calling for Hercules’s 
cup, which held six bottles, it was filled, when he 
poured it all down, drinking to a Macedonian of the 
company, Proteas by name, and afterwards pledged 
him again, in the same enormous bumper. He had 
no sooner swallowed it, than he fell upon the floor. 
“ Here, then,” cries Seneca, 3 (describing the fatal 
effects of drunkenness,) “ is this hero, invincible by all 
the toils of prodigious marches, by the dangers of 
sieges and combats, by the most violent extremes of 
heat and cold; here he lies, conquered by his intem¬ 
perance, and struck to the earth by the fatal cup of 
Hercules.” 

In this condition he was seized with a violent fever, 
and carried half dead to his palace. The fever con¬ 
tinued, though with some considerable intervals, in 
which he gave the necessary orders for the sailing of 
the fleet, and the marching of his land forces, being 
persuaded he should soon rt cover. But at last, finding 
himself past all hopes, and his voice beginning to fail, 
he drew his ring from his finger, and gave it to Perdic- 
cas, with orders to convey his corpse to the temple of 
Ammon. 

Notwithstanding his great weakness, 4 he however 
straggled with death, and raising himself upon Ills el¬ 
bow, presented his soldiers (to whom he could not re¬ 
fuse this last testimony of friendship,) his dying hand 
to kiss. After this, his principal courtiers asking to 
whom he left the'empire: he answered, “ To the most 
worthyadding, “ that he foresaw the decision of this 
would give occasion to strange funeral games after his 
decease.” And Perdiccas, inquiring farther at what 
time they should pay him divine honours; he replied, 
“ When you are happy.” These were his lust words, 
and soon after he expired. He was thirty-two years 
and eight months old, of which he had reigned tw elve. 
He died in the middle of the spring, the first y ear of 
the cxivth OI\ mpiad. 

No one,says Plutarch and Arrian, 
suspected then that Alexander had A. M. 3683. 
been poisoned; and yet it is at this Ant. J. C. 321. 
time that such reports generally pre¬ 
vail. But the state of his body proved that he did not 
die by that means; forall his chiefoffieers disagreeing 
among themselves, the corpse, though it lay quite 
neglected for several days in Baby Ion, which stands- 
in a hot climate, did not show the least symptoms of 
putrefaction. The true poison which brought him to 
ids end was wine, which has killed many thousands 
besides Alexander. It was nevertheless believed af¬ 
terwards, that this prince had been poisoned by the 
treachery of Antipater’s sons; that Cassander, the 
elde-t of them, brought the poison from Greece; 5 that 
lolas, his younger brother, threw the fatal draught 
into Alexander’s enp, of which he was the bearer; ami 
that he cunningly chose the time of the great feast 

3 Alexandrum tot itinera, lot prtelia, totliiemos, perqo&s, 
victa temponm locorumqut? diffiruliate, transierat, tot flu- 
mina, ex igoto cadentia, tot maria tutum dimiseruni; in- 
tcmperaniiit bibeudi et ille Hercuhmcus ao fatalis scyphus 
cundiclil. Scnec. Epist.F'i. 

* Quanquam violeolia morbi riilabchatur, in cubitum 
tarnen ereetus, dextrain omnibus, qui earn contingere vel- 
lent, porrexit. Quis auicm, iliam o.-cidari non curreret, 
qme jam faio oppresxti, maximi, cxerciliis eomploxui, hu- 
nianiiale qua in spirilu vividiore, sufiicit ? Val. Max. 1. v. 
o.l. 

6 It is pretended that this poison was an extremely eold 
water, which distils drop by drop, from a rock in Arcadia, 
called Nonaeris. Very little of il falls; and il is so acrimo¬ 
nious, that it eorrodcs whatever vessel receives it, those ex¬ 
cepted which are made of a mule’s hoof. We arc told that 
it was brought for this horrid purpose from Greece to Baby¬ 
lon, in a vessel of the latter sort. 


» Josephus contra Appion. lib. i. rap. 6. 
* God gives him this nai^je io Isuiah. 
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mentioned before, in order that the prodigious quanti¬ 
ty of wine he then drank, might conceal the true cause 
of his death. The state of Antipater's affairs at that 
time, gave some grounds for this suspicion. He was 
persuaded that he had been recalled with no other 
view than to ruin him, because of his mal-administra- 
tion during his vice-royalty; and it was not altogether 
improbable, that he commanded his own son to com¬ 
mit a crime, which would save his own life, by taking 
away that of his sovereign. An undoubted circum¬ 
stance is, that he could never wash out this stain; and 
that as longashe lived, the Macedonians detested him 
as a traitor who had poisoned their king. Aristotle 
was also suspected, but with no great foundation. 

"Whether Alexander lost his life by poison or by 
excessive drinking, it is surprising to see the prediction 
of the Magi and soothsaj ers, with regard to his dying 
in Babylon, so exactly fulfilled. It is cfrlain and in¬ 
disputable, that God had reserved to himself alone the 
knowledge of futurity; and if the soothsayers and 
oracles have sometimes foretold things which really 
came to pass, they could do it in no other way than 
by their impious correspondence with devils, who by 
their penetration and natural sagacity, find out several 
methods whereby they dive to a ceitain degree into 
futurity, with regard to approaching events; and are 
enabled to make predictions, which though they ap¬ 
pear above the reach of human understanding, are not 
yet above that of malicious spirits of darkness. The 
knowledge those evil spirits have of all the circum¬ 
stances which precede and had to an event; 1 the part 
they frequently bear in it, by inspiring such of the 
wicked as are given up to them, with the thoughts and 
desire of doing certain actions, and committing cer¬ 
tain crimes; an inspiration to which they are sure 
those wicked persons will consent; by these things, 
devils are enabled to foresee and foretell certain par¬ 
ticulars. They, indeed, often mistake in their con¬ 
jectures, hut God also sometimes permits them to suc¬ 
ceed in them, 2 in order to punish the impiety of those, 
who, in contradiction to his commands, inquire their 
fate of such lying spirits. 

The moment that Alexander’s death was known, 
the whole palace echoed with cries and groans. The 
vanquished bewailed him with as many tears as the 
victors. The grief for his death occasioning the re¬ 
membrance of bis many good qualities, while all his 
faults were forgotten. The Persians declared him to 
have been the most jnst, the kindest sovereign that 
ever reigned over them; the Macedonians the best, the 
most valiant prince in the universe; and all exclaimed 
against the gods for having enviously bereaved man¬ 
kind of him in the flower of his age, and the height of 
his fortune. The Macedonians imagined they saw 
Alexander, w ith a firm and intrepid air, still lead them 
on to battle, besiege cities, climb walls, and reward 
such as had distinguished themselves. They then 
reproached themselves for having refused him divine 
honours; and confessed they had been ungrateful and 
impious, for bereaving him of a name he so justly 
merited. 

After paying him this homage of veneration and 
tears, they turned their whole thoughts and reflections 
on themselves, and the sad condition to which they 
were reduced by Alexander’s death. They considered 
that they were on the farther side (with respect to 
Macedonia) of the Euphrates, without a leader to 
head them, and surrounded with enemies, who abhor¬ 
red their new yoke. As the king died without nomina¬ 
ting his successor,a dreadful futurity presented itself 
to their imagination; and exhibited nothing but divi¬ 
sion*, civil wars, and a fatal necessity of still shedding 
their blood, and of opening their former wounds, not 
to conquer Asia,but only to give a king to it: and to 


i Dfemnnes prvversis (so)ent) malefacta suodcre, de qoo- 
rum moribus certi sunt quod suit cis lalia suudentibus con- 
scosuri. £uadent auiem miris invisibilibus modis. Au¬ 
gust. de Divinat. D<rmon. p. 509. 

s Facile est ct non inrongruutn, ot omnipotens et Justus 
tul coruin pocnam quibus isin prcedicuntor—neculto apparato 
ministei inrum suorum etiam spiritibus ralibus alinuid divi* 
natimiis impertiat. 5. Aug. dc Div. Qutrst. ad Sitnplic. 1. 
ii. It. 


raise to the throne perhaps some mean officer or wick 
ed w'retcb. 

This great mourning was not confined merely to 
Babylon, but spread over all the province; and the 
news of it soon reached Darius’s mother. One of her 
grand-daughters w r as with her, still inconsolable for 
the loss of Hephaestion her husband, and the sight of 
the public calamity recalled all her private woes. But 
Sysigambis bewailed the several misfortunes of her 
family; and this new affliction aw’aked the remem¬ 
brance of all its former sufferings. One would have 
thought that Darius was but just dead, and that this 
unfortunate mother solemnized the funeral of two sons 
at the same time. She wept the living no less than 
the dead: “Who now,” would she say, “will take 
care of my daughters? where shall we find another 
Alexander?” She would fancy she saw them again 
reduced to a state of captivity, and that they had lost 
their kingdom a second time; but with this difference, 
that now Alexander was gone they had no refuge left. 
At last she sunk under her grief. This princess, who 
had borne with patience the death of her father, 
her husband, of fourscore of her brothers, who were 
murdered in one day by Ochus.and to say all in one 
word, that of Darius her son, and the ruin of her fami¬ 
ly ; though she had, I say, submitted patiently to all 
these losses, she however had not strength sufficient 
to support herself after the death of Alexander. She 
would not take any sustenance, and starved herself to 
death, to avoid surviving this last calamity. 

After Alexander’s death, great contentions arose 
among the Macedonians, about appointing him a 
successor; of which 1 shall give an account in its 
proper place. After seven days spent in contusion 
and disputes, it was agreed that Aridteus, bastard 
brother to Alexander, should be declared king, and 
that in case Hnxana, who was eight months gone with 
child, should be delivered of a son, lie should share 
the throne in conjunction W'ith Aridjeus, and that 
Perdiccas should have the care of both; for Aridseus 
was an idiot, and wanted a guardian as much as a 
child. 

The Egyptians and Chaldeans having embalmed 
the king’s corpse after their manner, Aridaeus was 
appointed to convey it to the temple of Jupiter- 
Aiiinion. Tw o w hole years were employed in prepa¬ 
ring for this magnificent funeral, 3 which made Olympi¬ 
as bewail the fate of her son, who having had the ambi¬ 
tion to rank himself among the gods, was so long de¬ 
prived of burial; a piivilege generally allow'ed to the 
meanest of mortals. 

SECTION XIX.— THE JUDGMENT WHICH WE ARE 
TO FORM OF ALEXANDER. 

The reader would not be satisfied, if, after having 
given a detail of Alexander’s actions, 1 should not 
here take notice of'the judgment which we are to 
form of them; especially as authors have entirely 
differed in their opinions w ith regard to the merits of 
this prince. Some have applauded him wdth a kind 
of ecstacy as the model of a perfect hero, which opi¬ 
nion seems to be the most prevalent: others, on the 
contrary, have represented him in such colours as at 
least sully, if not quite eclipse, the splendour of his 
victories. 

This diversity of sentiment denotes that of Alex¬ 
ander’s qualities; and it must be confessed, that good 
and evil, virtues and vices, were never more equally 
blended in any prince. 4 But this is not all; for Alex¬ 
ander appears very different, according to the times or 
circumstances in which w r e consider him, as Livy has 
very justly observed, intheinquirj he makes concern¬ 
ing the fate of Alexander’s arms, supposing he had 
turned them towards Italy, he discovers in him a kind 
of double Alexander; 5 the one w’ise, temperate, ju- 


3 /Eliao. 1. xiii. c. 30. 

* Luxuria, industrial ; comitate, arrugantia ; malis bonis* 
que artibos mixlus. Tacit. 

5 Et loquimur de Alexandro Dondum merso secundia 
rebus, qoarum nemo inloleranlior fail. Qui si ex hnbilu 
novae, fortunae, oovique, ut iiit dicam, ingt'nii, qood sib; 
victor ir.doeral, speeletur, Dario magis similis qu&m Ale* 
andro in Iialiam veniss>e!,et exercitum Macedonia* oblilum. 
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diciou?, brave, intrepid, but at the same time prudent 
and circumspect; the other immersed in all the. wan¬ 
tonness of a haughty prosperity; vain, proud, arro¬ 
gant, fiery, softened by voluptuousness, abandoned 
to intemperance and excesses; in a word, resembling 
Darius rather than Alexander; and having made the 
Macedonians degenerate into all the vices of the Per¬ 
sians, by the new turn of mind, and the new manners 
he assumed after his conquests. 

1 shall have an eye to this plan in the account 1 am 
now to give of Alexander’s character, and shall con¬ 
sider it under two aspects,and in a manner two eras; 
first, from his youth to the battle of I»sus, and the 
siege of Tyre, which followed soon after; and se¬ 
condly, from that victory to his death- The former 
will exhibit to us great qualities with few defects (ac¬ 
cording to the idea the heathens had of these:) the 
second will represent to us enormous vices; and,not¬ 
withstanding the splendour of so many victories, very 
little true or solid merit, even with regard to warlike 
actions, a few battles excepted, in which he sustained 
his reputation. 

First Part. 

We are first to acknowledge and admire, in Alex¬ 
ander,a happy disposition,cultivated and improved by 
an excellent education. He had a great, noble, and 
generous soul. He delighted in beneficence and libe¬ 
rality; 1 qualities he had acquired in his infant years. 
A young lad, whose business it was to gather up 
and throw the balls when he played at tennis, to whom 
he had given nothing, taught him a good lesson on 
that subject. As he always threw the ball to the other 
players, the king, with an angry air, cried to him, 
“ And am I then to have no ball ?”—“ No, Sir,” replied 
the lad. 44 you do not ask me for it.” This witty and 
ready answer gave great satisfaction to the prince, who 
fell a laughing, and afterwards was very liberal to him. 
After this, there was no occasion to excite him to acts 
of generosity; for he would be quite angry with such 
as refused them at his hands. Finding Phocion con¬ 
tinue indexible on this head, he told him by letter, 
44 that he would no longer be his friend, in case he re¬ 
fused to accept of his favours.” 

Alexander, front his early years, as if he had been 
sensible of the mighty things to which he was born, 
endeavoured to shine on all occasions, and appear su¬ 
perior to all ollicrs. No one was ever fired with so 
Strong a love for glory; and it is well known, that 
ambition, which is considered by Christians as a great 
vice, was looked upon by the heathens as a great vir¬ 
tue. It was that which made Alexander support with 
courage all the toils and fatigues necessary for those 
who would distinguish themselves, in the exercises 
both of body and mind. He was accustomed very 
early to a sober, hard, plain way of life, uncorrupted 
with luxury or delicacy of any kind; a way of life 
highly advantageous to young soldiers. 

1 do not know whether any prince in the world had 
a nobler education than Alexander. He was very 
conversant in eloquence, poetry, polite learning, the 
whole circle of arts, and the most abstracted and most 
sublime sciences. How happy was he in meeting 
with so great a preceptor! None hut an Aristotle 
was fit for an Alexander. I am overjoyed to find the 
disciple pay so illustrious a testimony of respect to his 
master, hy declaring he vva3 more indebted to him in 
one sense than to his father. A man who thinks and 
speaks in this manner, must be fully sensible of the 
great advantages of a good education. 

The effects of this were soon seen. Can we ad¬ 
mire too much the great solidity and judgment which 
this young prince discovered in his conversation with 
the Persian ambassadors? his early wisdom, whilst, 
in his youth, he acted as regent during his father’s ab¬ 
sence, and pacified the feuds which had broken out in 
Macedonia? his courage and bravery at the battle of 
Chteronea, in which he so gloriously distinguished 
himself? 

It is painful to me to see him wanting in respect to 

dcsenerunteraque jam in Persartim mores adduxisset. Liv. 
1. ix. n. IS. »■ Plut. in Alex. p. t&7. 


his father at a public banquet, and even employing 
severe, insulting expressions on that occasion. It is 
true, indeed, that the affront which Philip put upon 
Olympias his mother, in divorcing her, transported 
him in a manner out of himself; but still no pretence, 
no injustice or violence, can either justify or excuse 
such usage to a father and a king. 

He afterwards discovered more moderation, 2 when 
on occasion of the insolent and seditious discourses 
held by his soldiers in an insurrection, he said, “That 
nothing was more royal, than for a man to hear with 
calmness himself ill spoken of, at the time he i3 doing 
good.” It has been observed, 3 that the great prince 
of Conde did not think any tiling more worthy of ad¬ 
miration in this conqueror, than the noble haughtiness 
with which he spoke to the rebellions soldiers, who 
refused to follow him: 44 Go,” says he, 44 ungrateful, 
-base wretches, and proclaim in yonr country, that you 
have abandoned your king among nations who will 
obey him better than you. Alexander,” says that 
prince, “abandoned by his own troops among barba¬ 
rians, who were not yet completely conquered, be¬ 
lieves himself so worthy' of commanding over others, 
that he did not think men could refuse to obey him. 
Whether lie were in Hurope or in Asia, among Greeks 
or Persians, it was the same to him. He fancied, that 
wherever he found men, he found subjects.” Alex¬ 
ander’s patience and moderation, which I took notice 
of at first, are no less worthy of admiration. 

The first years of his reign are perhaps the most 
glorious of his life. That at twenty years of age. he 
should be able to appease the intestine feuds which 
raged in the kingdom; that he cither crushed or sub¬ 
jected foreign enemies, and those of the most formida¬ 
ble kind; that he disarmed Greece, most of the na¬ 
tions whereof had united against him; and that in 
less than two years, he should have enabled himself 
to execute securely those plans his father had so wisely 
projected; all this supposes a presence of mind, a 
strength of soul, a courage, an intrepidity, and, what 
is more than all, a consummate prudence; qualities 
which form the character of the true hero. 

This characterhe supported in a wonderful manner, 
during the whole course of his expedition against Da¬ 
rius till the time mentioned by us. Plutarch 4 very just¬ 
ly admires the bare plan of it, as the most heroic act 
that ever was. He formed it the very instant he as¬ 
cended the throne, looking upon this design, in some 
measure, as a part of what lie inherited from bis father. 
When scarce twenty years old, surrounded with dan¬ 
gers both within and without the kingdom, finding his 
treasury drained and encumbered with debts to the 
amount of 200 talents, 5 which his father had contract¬ 
ed ; with an army greatly inferior in number to that 
of the Persians; in this condition, Alexander already 
turns his eyes towards Babylon and Susa, and pro¬ 
poses no less a conquest than that of so vast an em¬ 
pire. 

Was this the effect of the pride and rashness of 
youth? asks Plutarch. Certainly not; replies that 
author. No man ever formed a warlike enterprise 
with so great preparations, and such mighty succours, 
by which I understand (continues Plutarch) magna¬ 
nimity, prudence, temperance, and courage; prepa¬ 
rations and aids, with which he was supplied by phi - 
lo«ophy, which he had thoroughly studied ; to that we 
may affirm, that he was as much indebted for his con¬ 
quests to the lessons of Aristotle his master, as to 
the instructions of Philip his father. 

We may add, that according to all the maxims of 
war, Alexander’s enterprise ninst naturally be suc¬ 
cessful. Such an army os his, though not a very 
great one, consisting of Macedonians and Greeks, 
that is, of the best troops at that time in the world, 
trained up to war during a long course of years, 
inured to toils and dangers, formed by a happy expe¬ 
rience to all the exercises of sieges and battles, ani¬ 
mated by the remembrance of their past victories, 
by the hopes of an immense booty, and still more by 


* Plut. in Alex. p. OH?, a St. Evremond. 

* Pint, de Fortun. Alex. Orat. l.p. 327, 
s About 30,000/. 
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tbeir hereditary and irreconcilable hatred to the 
Persians; such troops, I say, headed by Alexander, 
were almost sure of conquering 1 an army, composed 
indeed of an infinite number of men, but of few sol¬ 
diers. 

The swiftness of the execution was answerable to 
the wisdom of the project. Alter having gained the 
affections of all his generals and officers, by an un¬ 
paralleled liberality; and of all his soldiers by’ an air 
of goodness, affability', and tven familiarity, which, 
so far from debasing the majesty of a prince, adds to 
the respect which is paid him, such a zeal and tender¬ 
ness, as is proof against all things: after this, I say, 
the next thing to be done, was to astonish his enemies 
by' bold enterprises, to terrify* them by examples of se¬ 
verity*; and, lastly , to win them by acts of humanity 
and clemency', lie succeeded wonderfully in these. 

The passage of the Granicus, followed by' a famous 
victory; the two celebrated sieges of Miletus and Ha¬ 
licarnassus showed to Asia a young conqueror, to 
whom no part of military' knowledge was unknown. 
The razing of the latter city to the very foundations, 
spread a universal terror; hutthe allowing the enjoy¬ 
ment of their liberties and ancient laws to all those 
who submitted cheerfully, made the world believe 
that the conqueror had no other view than to make 
nations happy, and to procure them an easy and last- 
ting peace. 

His impatience to bathe himself, when covered with 
sweat, in the river Cydnus, might be looked upon as 
a giddy, juvenile action, unworthy of his dignity; but 
we must not judge of it from the manners of the pre¬ 
sent age. The ancients, all whose exercises had a 
reference to those of war, accustomed themselves 
early to bathing and swimming. It is well know’n, 
that in Koine, the sons of the nobility, after having 
heated themselves in the military exercises of the 
Campus Martins, in running, wrestling, and hurling 
the javelin, used to plunge into the Tiber, which runs 
by that city. By these means they* enabled themselves 
to pass rivers and lakes in an enemy’s country; for 
those are never crossed, but after painful marches, 
and after having long been exposed to the sun-beams, 
which, with the weight of the soldier’s arms, must ne- 
ces-atily make them sweat. Hence we may apolo¬ 
gize for Alexander’s bathing himself, which had like 
to have been fatal to him; especially as he might not 
know that the waters of this river were so excessive¬ 
ly cold. 

The two battles of Issus and Arbela, with the siege 
of Tyre, one of the most famous of antiquity, com¬ 
pleted the proof that Alexander possessed ail the 
qualities which form the great soldier; as skill in 
making choice of a laid of battle; such a presence 
of mind in the heat of action, as is necessary for the 
giving out proper orders; a courage and bravery, 
which the most evident dangers served only to ani- 
piate; an impetuous activity, tempered and guided 
by such a prudent restraint, as will not softer the hero 
to be carried away' by an indiscreet ardour; lastly', 
such a resolution and constancy, as is neither discon¬ 
certed by unforeseen obstacles, nor discouraged by- 
difficulties, though seemingly insurmountable, and 
which knows no other limits or end but victory. 

Historians have observed a great difference between 
Alexander and his father, 1 in their manner of making 
vvar. Stratagem,and even knavery, were the prevail¬ 
ing arts of Philip, who always acted secretly*, and in 
the dark; but his son pursued his schemes with more 
candnurand without disguise. The one endeavoured 
to elect ive his enemies by cunning, the otherto .subdue 
them by force. The farmer discovered more art, the 
latter more magnanimity. Philip did not look upon 
any' methods, 2 which conduce to conquest, as igno¬ 
minious; but Alexander could never prevail upon 
himself to employ treachery’. He indeed, endeavoured 
to draw over the ablest of all Darius’s generals; but 
then he employed honourable means. When he 

1 Vincenrli ratio unique riiversa. Hie aperte, illo artilms 

hclla .rnetahat. Deceptis illo gaudere hostibus, hie palam 

fusis. Prudentior iile c.nnsilio, hie uni nut magnificent ior 
—Nulla apud Philippum iurpis ratio vincendi. Justin. lib. 

i*- cap. 8. a Pausan. I. vii. p. 415. 


marched near Memnon’s lands, he commanded his 
soldiers, under the severest penalties, not to make the 
least havoc in them. His design, by this conduct, was 
either to gain him over to his side, or to make the 
Persians suspect his fidelity. Meninon also prided 
himself in behaving with generosity towards Alex¬ 
ander; 3 and hearing a soldier speak ill of that prince; 
“ I did not take thee into my pay,” says that general, 
striking him with his javelin, “ to speak injuriously 
of that prince, but to fight against him.” 

The circumstance which raises Alexander above 
most conquerors, and, as it were, above himself, is the 
use he made of victory after the battle of Issus. This 
is the most beautiful incident of his life; is the point 
of view in which it is his interest to be considered, and 
in which it is impossible for him not to appear truly 
great. By* the victory of Issus, he had possessed him¬ 
self, not indeed of Darius’s person, but of his empire. 
Not only' Sysigambis, that king’s mother, w'as his 
captive, but also his wife and daughters, princesses, 
whose beauty was not to be paralleled in all Asia. 
Alexander w as in the bloom of life, 4 * a conqueror, free, 
and not yet in the bands of marriage, as an author 
observes of the first Scipio Africanus, on a like occa¬ 
sion: nevertheless his camp was to those princesses a 
sacred asy lum, or rather a temple, in which their 
chastity was secured, as under the guard of virtue 
itself, and so highly revered, that Darius, in his ex¬ 
piring moments, hearing the. kind treatment tney had 
met w ith, could not forbear lifting up his dying hands 
towards heaven, and wishing success to so wise and 
generous a conqueror, who governed his passions so 
absolutely'. 

In the enumeration of Alexander’s gond qualities, I 
must not omit one rarely found among the great, and 
which nevertheless does honour to human nature, and 
makes life happy*; this is, his being informed by a soul 
capable of a friendship, tender, unreserved, active, 
constant, void of pride and arrogance, in so exalted a 
fortune, which generally considers itself only, makes its 
grandeur consist in humbling all around it, and is bet¬ 
ter pleased with servile wretches, than with frank, sin¬ 
cere friends. 

Alexander endeared himself to his officers and sol¬ 
diers; treated them with the greatest familiarity; ad¬ 
mitted them to his table, his exercises, and conversa¬ 
tions; was truly concerned for them when involved ill 
any calamity*, grieved for them w hen sick, rejoiced at 
their recovery, and was interested in whatever befell 
them. We have examples of this in Hepbteslion, in 
Ptolemy, in Craterus, and many* others. A prince of 
real merit loses none of his dignity’ by such a familiar¬ 
ity and condescension; but, on the contrary, is more 
beloved and respected upon that very account. Every 
man of a tall stature, does notscruple to put himself 
upon a level with the rest of mankind, well knowing 
that he shall overtop them all. It is the interest of 
truly* diminutive persons alone not to vie in stature 
with the tall, nor to appear in a crowd. 

Alexander was clear to others, because they were 
sensible he was beforehand w*ith them in affection. 
This circumstance made the soldiers strongly desirous 
to please him,and lired them with intrepidity; hence 
they were ahvays ready to execute all his orders, 
though attended with the greatest difficulties, and dan¬ 
gers; this made them submit patiently* to the se verest 
hardships, and threw* tbcm into the deepest affliction, 
whenever they happened to give him any room for 
discontent. 

In the picture which has hitherto been given of 
Alexander, what was wanting to complete his glory? 
Military virtue has been exhibited in its utmost splen¬ 
dour; goodness, clemency*, moderation, and wisdom, 
have crowned it, and added such a lustre, as greatly* 
enhances its value. Let us suppose, that Alexander, 
at this juncture, to secure his glory* and his victories, 
stops short in his career; that he himself checks his 
ambition, and raises Darius to the throne with the 
same hand that hac! dispossessed him of it; makes 
Asia Minor, inhabited chiefly by Greeks, free and in¬ 
dependent of Persia: that he declares himself pro- 

a Flut. in Apojih. p. 174. 

* Et juvenis, et coskbs, et victor. Val. Max, I, iv. cap. 3. 
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tector of all the cities and states of Greece, in no 
other view than to secure them their liberties, and the 
enjoyment of their respective laws and customs; that 
he afterwards returns to Macedonia, and there, conten¬ 
ted with the lawful bounds of his empire, makes all his 
glory and delight consist in rendering his people hap¬ 
py, m procuring for them abundance of all things, in 
seeing the laws put in execution, and making justice 
flourish; in causing virtue to be had in honour, and 
endearing himself to his subjects: in fine, that now 
become, by the terror of his arms, and much more so 
by the fameofhis virtues,the admiration of the whole 
world, he sees himself, in some measure, the arbiter 
of all nations; and exercises, over the minds of men, 
such an empire, as is infinitely more .lasting and ho¬ 
nourable than that which is founded on Tear onlj’-; 
supposing all this to have happened, would ever any 
prince have been as gr.eat, as glorious, as revered, a3 
Alexander? 

To adopt such a resolution, a greatness of soul, and 
a most refined taste for true glory, are required, such 
as is seldom met with in history. Men generally do 
not consider that the glory which attends the most 
shining conquests, 1 is greatly inferior to the reputation 
of a prince, who has despised and trampled upon am¬ 
bition, and knows how to give bounds to universal 
ower. But Alexander was far from possessing these 
appy qualities. His uninterrupted felicity, that never 
experienced adverse fortune, intoxicated and changed 
him to such a degree, that he no longer appeared the 
same man; and I do not remember, that ever the 
poison of prosperity had a more sudden or more forci¬ 
ble effect than upon him. 

. Second Part. 

From the siege of Tyre, which was soon after the 
battle of Issus, in which Alexander displayed all the 
courage and abilities of a great warrior, we see the 
virtues and noble qualities of this prince, degenerate 
on a sudden, and make way for the grossest vices and 
most brutal passions. If we sometimes, through the 
excesses to w hich be. abandons himself, perceive some 
bright rays of humanity, gentleness, ana moderation, 
these are the effects of a happy natural disposition, 
which, though not quite extinguished by vice, is how¬ 
ever governed by it. 

Was ever enterprise more wild and extravagant 
than that of crossing the sandy deserts of Libya; of 
exposing his army to the danger of perishing with 
thirst and fatigue: of interrupting the course of his 
victories, and giving his enemy time to raise a new 
army, merely for the sake of marching so far, in order 
to get himself named the son of Jupiter Ammon; and 
purchase at so dear a rate, a title which could only 
render him contemptible? 

How mean it u j as in Alexander, 2 to omit always in 
his letters, after Darius’s defeat, the Greek word, 
which signifies health, 3 except in those he wrote to 
Phocion and Antipater! As if this title, because 
employed by other men, could have degraded a king, 
who is obliged by his office to procure, at least to wish, 
all his subjects the enjoyment of the felicity implied by 
that word. 

Of all vices, none is so grovelling, none so un¬ 
worthy, not only of a prince, but of a man of honour, as 
drunkenness; its bare name is intolerable, and strikes 
us with horror. How infamous a pleasure is it to 
spend whole days and nights in carousing, to continue 
these excesses for weeks together; to pride one’s 
self in exceeding other men in intemperance,'and to 
endanger one’s life in no other view than to gain such 
a victory! Not to mention the infamous enormities 
that attend these debauches, how shocking it is to 
hear thfe frantic discourses of a son, w’bo, intoxicated 
with the fumes of wine, industriously strives to defame 
his father, to sully his glory, and, lost to all shame, 
scruples not to prefer himself to him? Drunkenness 

» Scis ubi vera principis, ubi eempiterna sit gloria—Ar¬ 
cus, et statu as. aras eliam templarjue dcinolilur et obscurat 
oblivio ; contra, contemptor ambit ionis, et infinitae potenti® 
doniitor ac fraenator animus ipsa vetustate florescii. Ptin. 
in Pan. Trajan. 

5 Plut. in Phoc. p. 749. » Xa/^t«v. 
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is only the occasion, not the cause of these excesses. 
It betrays the sentiments of the heart, but does not 
place them there. Alexander, puffed up by his victo¬ 
ries, greedy and insatiable of praise, intoxicated with, 
the mighty idea he entertained of his own merit, jea¬ 
lous of, or despising all mankind, is able in his sober 
moments to conceal his sentiments; but no sooner 
is he intoxicated, than he shows himself to be what he 
really is. 

What shall we say of his barbarously murdering an 
old friend; who, though indiscreet and rash, was yet 
his friend? Of the death of the most honest tnau in 
all his court, whose only crime was his refusing to pay 
him divine homage? Of the execution of two ofhis 
principal officers, who were condemned, though no¬ 
thing could be proved against them, and on the slight¬ 
est suspicions? 

I pass over a great many other vices, which Alexan¬ 
der, according to most historians, gave into, and 
which are not to be justified: to speak of him, there¬ 
fore, only as a warrior and a conqueror; qualities 
with respect to which he is generally considered, and 
which have gained him the esteem of all ages and 
nations; all we now have to do, is, to examine whe¬ 
ther this esteem be so well grounded as is generally 
supposed. 

I have already observed, that, to the battle of Issus 
and the siege of Tyre inclusively, it cannot be denied, 
but that Alexander was a great warrior and an illus¬ 
trious general. But yet I doubt very much, whether, 
during these first years ofhis exploits, he ought to be 
set above his father Philip; whose actions, though not 
so dazzling, are however as much applauded by good 
judges, and those of the military profession. Philip, 
at his accession to the throne, found all things unset¬ 
tled, He himself was obliged to lay the foundation 
ofhis own fortune, and was not supported by the least 
foreign assistance. He alone raised himself to the 
power and grandeur to which he afterwards attained. 
He was obliged to train up, not only his soldiers, but 
bis officers; to instruct them in all the military exer¬ 
cises; to inure them to the fatigues of war; and to 
his care and abilities alone, Macedonia ow r ed the rise 
of the celebrated phalanx, that is, of the best troops 
the world had then ever seen, and to which Alexander 
owed all his conquests. How many obstacles stood 
in Philip’s way, before he could possess himself of the 
power which Athens, Sparta, and Thebes, had suc¬ 
cessively exercised over Greece! The Greeks, w r ho 
were the bravest people in the universe, would not 
acknowledge him for their chief, till he acquired 
that title by wading through seas of blood, and by 
gaining numberless conquests over them. Thus we 
see, that the w T ay w'as prepared for Alexander’s exe¬ 
cuting his great design; tne plan whereof, and most 
excellent instructions relative to it, hfcd been laid 
down to him by his father. Now, will it not appear 
a much easier task, to subdue Asia w r ith Grecian ar¬ 
mies, than to subject the Greeks, who had so often 
triumphed ovei Asia? 

But without carrying farther the parallel of Alex¬ 
ander with Philip, which all, who do not consider he¬ 
roes according to the number of provinces they have 
conquered, but by the intrinsic value of their actions, 
must give in favour of the latter: what judgment are 
we to form of Alexander, after his triumph over Da¬ 
rius; and is it possible to propose him, during the 
latter part ofhis life, as a model worthy the imitation 
of those who aspire to the character of great soldiers 
and illustrious conquerors? 

In this inquiry, I shall begin with that which is 
unanimously agreed, by all the writers on this subject, 
to be the foundation of the solid glory of a hero; I 
mean the justness of the war in which he engages, with¬ 
out wffiich he is not a conqueror and a hero, but an 
usurper and a robber. Alexander, in making Asia 
the seat of war, and turning his arms against Darius, 
had a plausible pretence for it; because the Persians 
had been in all ages, and were at that time, professed 
enemies to the Greeks, over whom he had been ap¬ 
pointed generalissimo, and whose injuries he therefore 
might think himself justly entitled to revenge. But 
then, what right had Alexander over the great num- 
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ber of nations, who did not know even the name of 
Greece, and had never done him the least injury'? 
The Scythian ambassador spoke very judiciously, 
when he addressed him in these words: “ What have 
vve to do with thee? We never once set our feet in 
thy country. Are not those W'ho live in woods allowed 
to be ignorant of thee, and the place from whence 
thou comest? Thou boastest, that the only design of 
thy marching is to extirpate robbers; thou thyself art 
the greatest robber in tne world.” This is Alexan¬ 
der’s exact character, in which there is nothing to be 
rejected. 

A pirate spoke to him to the same effect, and in 
stronger terms. Alexander asked 1 him what right he 
had to infest the seas? “The same that thou hast,” 
replied the robber with a generous liberty, “ to infest 
the universe; but because I do this in a small ship, 
I am called a robber; and because thou actest the 
same part with a great fleet, thou art entitled a con¬ 
queror.” This was a witty and just answer, says St. Aus¬ 
tin, 2 who has preserved this small fragment of Cicero. 

If therefore it ought to be laid down as a maxim, 
and no reasonable man can doubt of its being so, that 
every war, undertaken merely from views of ambition, 
is unjust; and that the prince who begins it is guilty 
of all the sad .consequences, and all the blood shed ou 
that occasion: what idea ought we to form of Alexan¬ 
der’s last conquests? Was ever ambition more ex¬ 
travagant, or rather more furious, than that of this 
prince? Coming from a little spot of ground; 3 and 
forgetting the narrow limits of nis paternal domains, 
after he has far extended his conquests; has subdued, 
not only the Persians, but also the Bactrians and In¬ 
dians; has added kingdom to kingdom: after all this, 
I say, he still finds himself pent up; and determined 
to force, if possible, the barriers of nature, he endea¬ 
vours to discover a new world, and does not scruple to 
sacrifice millions of men to his ambition or curiosity. 
It is related that Alexander, 4 upon Anaxarchus tne 
philosopher’s telling him that there were an infinite 
number of worlds, wept to think that it would be im¬ 
possible for him to conquer them all, since he had not 
yet conquered one. Is it wrong in Seneca 5 to com¬ 
pare these pretended heroes, who have gained renown 
no otherwise than by the ruin of nations, to a confla¬ 
gration and a flood, which lay waste and destroy all 
things; or to wild beasts, who live merely by blood 
aiul slaughter? 

Alexander, 6 * passionately fond of glory, of which he 


» Elcganter et veraciter Alexandro illi Magno comprchen- 
sus pirata rcspondit. Nam cum idem rex hominem interro- 
gasset, quid ei vidcretur ut, mare haberet infestum ; ille, li¬ 

bera contumacia: Quud libi, inquil ut orbem terrarum. 
Sed quia id egu exiguo navigio facin, lalro vocor; quia lu 
magna classc, imperator. Jic/ert Nonius Mare, ex Cieer. 

3 de rep. * Si. Aust. de Civ. Dei, 1. iv. c. iv. 

* Agcbat infelirem Alexandrum furor alieua devasiandi, 
et ad ignota millebai—Jam in unum regnum multa regna 
cunjccit; (or congessil) jam Gra;ci Pcrsaeque eundem ti- 
ment: jam etiam a Dario liber® nationcs jugum accipiunt. 
Hie tamen, ultra Oceanum Solemque, indignalur ab Hercu* 
lis Liberique vestigiis victoriam flcelcre, ipsi nalur® vim 
parat—et, ut ita dicam, mundi claustra, perrumpit. Tanta 
estcjeciias menlium, el tauta initiorum suorumobliviu. Ille 
modo ignobilis anguli non sine controversy Dominus, detec- 
to fine terrarum, per suum rediturus orbem, tristis csl, 
Senee. Epist. 94 & 119. 

4 Alexandro pectus insatiabile laud is, qui Anaxarcbo—in- 
numerabiles mundos esse referenti; IJeu me, inquit, mise- 
rum, quod no uno quidem adhuc potilus sum ! Angusia ho- 
mioi possessio glori® fuit, qu® Deorum omnium doraicilio 
suffeeit. Val. Jiiax. lib. viii. cap. 14. 

* Exitio gentium clari, non minores fuere pestes morta- 
lium, quern inundatio— quam cooflagratio. Senee. Nat. 
Qucest. lib. iii. in Prorfat. 

6 Ilomo glori® deditus, cujus nec naturam nec modum 

noverat, Herculis vestigia sequens, ac nc ibi quidem resis- 

tens, ubi ilia dcfecerant. Quid illi (Herculi) simile babebat, 
vesanus adolescens, cui pro virtute erat felix temeritas? 
Hercules nihil sibi vicit; orbem terrarum iransivit, non con- 
cupiscendu, sed vindicando. Quid vinecret malurum hostis, 
bonorum vindex, terrarum marisque paentor? At hie a 
puerilia latro, gentiumque vastator, tarn bostium pernicies 
quam amicorum, qui summum bonum duccrel terror! esse 
eunctis mortalibus ; oblilus, non ferociesima tantum sed ig- 
navissima quoque animalia timeri ob virus malum. Senee. 
de Benef . 1. i. c . 13. 


neither knew the nature nor justbounds, prided him¬ 
self upon treading in the steps of Hercules, and even 
in carrying his victorious arms farther than he. What 
resemblance was there, says the same Seneca 1 , between 
that wise conqueror and this frantic youth, who mis¬ 
took his successful rashness for merit and virtue? 
Hercules, in his expeditions, made no conquests for 
himself. He overran the universe as the subduer of 
monsters, the enemy of the wicked, the avenger of 
the good, and the restorer of peace by land and sea. 
Alexander, on the contrary, an unjust robber from his 
youth, a cruel ravager of provinces, an infamous 
murderer of his friends, makes his happiness and glo¬ 
ry consist in making himself formidable to all mortals, 
forgetting that not only the fiercest aaimals, but even 
the vilest, make themselves feared by their venom. 

But leaving this first consideration, which repre¬ 
sents conquerors to us as so many scourges sent by 
the wrath of heaven into the world to punish the sins 
of it, let us proceed to examine the latter conquests 
of Alexander abstractedly in themselves, in order to 
see what judgment we are to form of them. 

It must be confessed, that the actions of this prince 
diffuse a splendour that dazzles and astonishes the 
imagination, which is ever fond of the great and mar¬ 
vellous. His enthusiastic courage raises and trans¬ 
ports all who read his history, as it transported himself. 
But ought we to give the name of bravery and valour 
to a boldness that is equally blind, rash, and impetu¬ 
ous; a boldness void of all rule, that will never listen 
to the voice of reason, and has no other guide than a 
senseless ardour for false glory, and a wild desire of 
distinguishing itself, at any price? This character 
suits only a military robber, who has no attendants; 
whose own life is alone exposed; and who, for that 
reason, may be employed in some desperate action: 
but the case is far otherwise with regard to a king, for 
he owes his life to all the army and his whole king¬ 
dom. If we except some very rare occasions, on 
which a prince is ooliged to venture his person, and 
share the danger with his troops in order to preserve 
them; he ought to call to mind, that there is a great 
difference between a general and a private soldier. 
True valour is not desirous of displaying itself, is no 
ways anxious about its own reputation, but is solely 
intent on preserving the army. It steers equally be¬ 
tween a timid prudence, that foresees and dreads all 
difficulties, and a brutal ardour which industriously 
pursues and confronts dangers of every kind. In a 
word, to form an accomplished general, prudence must 
soften and direct the too fiery temper of valour; as 
valour in return must animate and warm the coldness 
and slow ness of prudence. 

Do any of these characteristics suit Alexander? 
When we peruse his history, and follow him to sieges 
and battles, we are perpetually alarmed for his safety, 
and that of his army; and conclude every moment 
that they are upon the. point of being destroyed. Here 
we see a rapid flood, which is goiog to draw in and 
swallow up this conqueror: there we behold a craggy 
rock, which he climbs, and perceives round him sol¬ 
diers, either transfixed by the enemy’s darts, or thrown 
headlong by huge stones from precipices. We tremble 
when we perceive in a battle the axe just ready to 
cleave his head ; and much more w hen we behold him 
alone in a fortress, whither his rashness bad drawn him, 
exposed to all the javelins of the enemy. Alexander 
was ever persuaded, that miracles u’ould be wrought 
in his favour, than which nothing could be more un¬ 
reasonable, as Plutarch observes; for miracles do not 
ahvays happen; and the gods at last are weary of 
guiding and preserving rash mortals, who abuse the 
assistance they afford them. 

Plutarch, in a treatise,7 where he makes the eulo- 
gium of Alexander, 8 and exhibits him as an accom- 

lished hero, gives a long detail of the several wounds 

e received in every part of his body; and pretends 
that the only design of fortune, in thus piercing him 
with wounds, was to make his courage more conspi¬ 
cuous. A renowned warrior, whose eulogium Plutarch 

i Piut. de foriun. Alex. Orat. II. p. 341. 

s This treatise, if written by Pluiareh, seems a juvenile 
performance, and ha6 very much the air of declamation. 
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has drawn in another part of his writings, did not 
judge in this manner. Some persons applaudinghim 
for a wound he had received in battle, 1 the general 
himself declared, that it was a fault which could only 
be excused in a young man, and justly deserved cen¬ 
sure. It has been observed in Hannibal’s praise, and 
I myself have taken notice of it elsewhere, that he 
never was wounded in all his battles. 2 I cannot say 
whether Ccesar ever was. 

The last observation, which relates in general to 
Alexander’s expeditions in Asia, must necessarily 
lessen very much the merit of his victories, ancl the 
splendour of his reputation; and this is the genius and 
character of the nations against whom he fought. Livy, 
in a digression, where he inquires what would have 
been the fate of Alexander’s arms, in case he had 
turned them towards Italy; and where he shows that 
Rome would certainly have checked his conquests, in¬ 
sists strongly on the reflection in question. He op¬ 
poses to this prince, in the article of courage, a great 
number of illustrious Romans, who would have re¬ 
sisted him on all occasions; and in the article of pru¬ 
dence, that august senate, which Cineas, to give a 
more uoble idea of it to Pyrrhus his sovereign, said, 
was’ composed of so many kings. “Had he march¬ 
ed,” says Livy, 3 “ against the Romans, he would soon 
have found, that he was no longer combating against 
a Darias, who, encumbered with gold and purple, the 
vain equipage of his grandeur, and dragging after 
him a multitude of women and eunuchs, came as a 
prey rather than as an enemy; and whom Alexander 
conquered without shedding much blood, and with¬ 
out wanting any other merit, than that of daring to 
despise what was really contemptible. He would 
have found Italy very different from India, through 
which he marched in a riotous manner, his army 
quite stupified with wine; particularly when he 
should have seen the forests of Apulia, the moun¬ 
tains of Lucania, and the still recent footsteps of the 
defeat of Alexander his uncle, king of Epirus, who 
there lost his life.” The historian adds, that he 
speaks of Alexander, not yet depraved and corrupt¬ 
ed by prosperity, whose subtle poison worked as 
strongly upon him, as upon any man that ever lived; 
and he concludes, that being thus transformed, he 
would have appeared very dliferent in Italy, from 
what he had seemed hitherto. 

These reflections of Livy show, that Alexander 
partly owed his victories to the weakness of his ene¬ 
mies; and that, had he met with nations as courageous 
and as well inured to all the hardships of war as the Ro¬ 
mans, and commanded by as able, experienced gene¬ 
rals as those of Rome, his victories would not have 
been either so rapid or so uninterrupted. Nevertheless, 
these are the points from which we are to judge of the 
merits of a conqueror. Hannibal and Scipio are consi¬ 
dered as two of the greatest generals that ever lived, 
and for this reason: because both of them not only 
understood perfectly the military science, but theirex- 
perience, their abilities, their resolution and courage, 
were put to the trial, and set in the strongest light. 
Now, should we give to either of them an unequal 
antagonist, one whose reputation is not answerable to 
theirs, we shall no longer have the same idea of them; 
and their victories, though supposed alike, appear no 
longer with the same lustre, nor deserve the same 
applause. 

Mankind are but too apt to be dazzled by shining 
actions and a pompous exterior, and blindly abandon 
themse lves to prejudices of every kind. It cannot be 
denied that Alexander possessed very great qualities; 
but if we throw into the other scale his errors and vi¬ 


i Timollieus, Plut. in Pelop. p. 278. 
a Mcnliun is made of but one single wound. 

3 Non jam cum Durio rem esse dixisset, quern mulierum 
uc spndonum agmen trahentem, inter purpuram atque au- 
rum, oneratum fortune: suae apparatibus, prsedam veriua 
quam liostem, nihil aliud quam bene ausus vana contemnn- 
re, inrruenlus devieit. Longe alius Itali®, quam Itidiae, 
per quam temulento agmine commissabuudus incessit, visas 
illi habitus esset, sail us Apulia: ac monies Lueanus ccrncuti, 
et vestigia reeentia domestic® eladis, ubi avunculus ejus 
uuper, Epiri rex, Alexander absumptus erat. Lio. 1. ix. n.17. 


ces, the presumptuous idea he entertained of his own 
merit, 4 the high contempt he had for other men, not 
excepting his own father; his ardent thirst of praise 
and flattery; his ridiculous notion of making himself 
believed to be the son of Jupiter; of ascribing divini¬ 
ty to himself; of requiring a free victorious people to 
pay him a servile homage, and prostrate themselves 
ignoniiniously before him; his abandoning himself so 
shamefully to wine; his violent anger, which rises to 
brutal ferocity; the unjust and barbarous execution 
of his bravest and most faithful officers, and the 
murder of his most worthy friends in the midst of 
feasts and carousals; can any one, says Livy, believe, 
that all these imperfections do not greatly sully the 
reputation of a conqueror? But Alexander’s frantic 
ambition, which knows neither laws nor limits; the 
rash intrepidity with which he braves dangers, with¬ 
out the least reason or necessity; the weakness and 
ignorance of the nations (totally unskilled in war) 
against whom he fought; do not these enervate the 
reasons for which he is thought to have merited the 
surname of Great, and the title of Hero? I leave 
the decision of the question to the prudence aud equi¬ 
ty of my reader. 

As to myself, I am surprised to find that all orators 
who applaud a prince, never fail to compare him to 
Alexander. They fancy that when he is once equal 
led to this king, it is impossible for panegyric to soai 
higher: they cannot imagine to themselves anything 
more august; and think they have omitted the stroke 
which finishes the glory of a hero, should they not 
exalt him by this comparison. In my opinion this de¬ 
notes a false taste, a wrong turn of thinking; ancl if I 
might be allowed to say it, a want of judgment, which 
must naturally shock a reasonable mind. For, as Alex¬ 
ander was invested with supreme power, he ought to 
have fulfilled the several duties of the sovereignty. 
We do not find that he possessed the first, the most 
essential and most excellent virtues of a great prince, 
which are to be the father, the guardian, and shepherd 
of his people; to govern them by good laws; to make 
their trade, both by land and sea, flourish: to encourage 
and protect arts and sciences, to establish peace and 
plenty, and not suffer his subjects to be in any manner 
aggrieved or injured; to maintain an agreeable har¬ 
mony between all orders of the state, and make them 
conspire, in due proportion, to the public welfare; to 
employ himself in doing justice to all his subjects, to 
hear their disputes, and reconcile them; to consider 
himself as the father of his people, as obliged to pro¬ 
vide for all their necessities, and to procure them the 
several enjoyments of life. Now Alexander, who 
almost a moment after he ascended the throne, left 
Macedonia, ancl never returned back into it, did not 
endeavour at any of these things, which however are 
the chief and most substantial duties of a great prince. 

He seems possessed of such qualities only as are of 
the second rank, I mean those of war; and these are 
all extravagant, are carried to the rashest and most 
odious excess, and to the extremes of folly and fury, 
whilst his kingdom is left a prey to the rapine and 
exactions of Antipater; and all the conquered pro¬ 
vinces abandoned to the insatiable avarice of the 
governors, who carried their oppressions so far, that 
Alexander was forced to put them to death. Nor do 
his soldiers appear to be better regulated; for these, 
having plundered the wealth of tne East, after the 
prince had given them the highest marks of his bene¬ 
ficence, grew so licentious, so disorderly, so debauched 
and abandoned to vices of every kind, that he was 
forced to pay their debts by a largess of 1,500,0001. 
What strange men were these! how depraved their 
school! how pernicious the fruit of their victories! Is 
it doing honour to a prince, is it adorning his panegy¬ 
ric, to compare him with such a model? 

* Referrc in tanto rege piget superbam mutatiunem ves- 
tis, el desideratas liumi jaeentium adulationes, eliam vieiis 
Mucedunibus graves, nedum vietoribus; et foeda supplieia, 
et inter vinum el epuias e®des amieorum,et vanitatem emen- 
lieruhe stirpis. Quid si vini amor in dies fieiel aerior? quid 
si trux ae pr®fervida ira? (nee. quiequam dubium inter 
scriptores retWo) nullanc baec damna imperatoriis virtutibus 
dueimus ? Liv. 1. ix. n. 18. 
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The Romans, indeed, seemed to have held Alexan¬ 
der’s memory in great veneration; but I very much 
question, w helher in the virtuous ages of the common¬ 
wealth, he would have been considered as so great a 
man. Caesar seeing his statue iu a temple in Spain, 1 
during his government of that country after his praetor- 
ship, could not forbear groaning and sighing, when he 
compared the few glorious actions achieved by him¬ 
self, with the mighty exploits of this conqueror. It 
was said that Pompey.in one of his triumphs, appeared 
dressed in that king’s surtout. Augustus pardoned 
the Alexandrians, for the sake of their founder. Ca¬ 
ligula, in a ceremony in which he assumed the cha¬ 
racter of a mighty conqueror, wore Alexander’s coat 
of mail. But no one carried his veneration for this 
monarch so far as Caracalla. He used the same kind 
of arms and goblets as that prince; he had a Mace¬ 
donian phalanx in his army; he persecuted the Peri¬ 
patetics, and would have burned all the books of 
Aristotle their founder, because he was suspected to 
have conspired with those who poisoned Alexander. 

I believe that I may justly assert, that, if an impar¬ 
tial person of good sense reads Plutarch’s lives of 
illustrious men with attention,'they will leave such a 
tacit and slrong impression iu his mind, as will make 
him consider Alexander one of the least valuable 
among them. But how strong would the contrast be 
found, had we the lives of Epaminondas, of Hannibal 
and Scipio, the loss of which can never be too much 
regretted! How little would Alexander appear, set 
oft with all his titles, and surrounded by all his con¬ 
quests, even if considered in a military light, when 
compared to those heroes, who where truly great, and 
worthy their exalted reputation! 

SECTION XX.— REFLECTIONS ON THE PERSIANS, 

GREEKS, AND MACEDONIANS, BY MONS. BOSSUET, 

BISHOP OF MEAUX. 

The reader will not be displeased with my inserting 
here, part of the admirable reflections of the Bishop of 
Meaux, 2 on the character and government of the Per¬ 
sians, Greeks, and Macedonians, with whose history 
we have been engaged. 

The Greek nations, several of whom had at first 
lived under a monarchical form of government, having 
studied the arts of civil polity, imagined they were 
able to govern themselves, and most of their cities 
formed themselves into commonwealths. But the 
wise legislators, who arose in every country, as a 
Thales, a Pythagoras, aPittacus, a Lycurgus.a Solon, 
and many others mentioned in history, prevented 
liberty from degenerating into licentiousness. Laws, 
drawn up with great simplicity, and few in number, 
awed the people, held them in their duty, and made 
them all conspire to the general good of the country. 

The idea of liberty which such a conduct inspired was 
wonderful. For the liberty which the Greeks figured 
to themselves was subject to the law, that is to reason 
itself, acknowledged as such by the whole nation. 
They would not let men rise to power among them. 
Magistrates, who were feared during their office, be¬ 
came afterwards private men, and had no authority 
but wliat their experience gave them. The law was 
considered as their sovereign; it was she who appoint¬ 
ed magistrates, prescribed the limits of their power, 
and punished tneir mal-administration. The advan¬ 
tage of this government was, that the citizens bore so 
much the greater lore to their country, as all shared in 
the government of it; and as every individual was 
capable of attaining its highest dignities. 

The advantage which accrued to Greece from phi¬ 
losophy, with regard to the preservation of its form of 
government, is incredible. The greater freedom these 
nations enjoyed, the greater necessity there was to 
settle the laws relating to manners and those of 
society, agreeably to reason and good sense. From 
Pythagoras, Thales, Anaxagoras, Socrates, Archytas, 
Plato, Xenophon, Aristotle, and a multitude more, the 
Greeks received their noble precepts. 


1 Dion. I. xxxvii. p. 53. App. de Bell. Mithrid. p. 253. 

Dion. 1. li. p. 454. Id. 1. lix. p. G53. Id. 1. lxxvii. p. 873. 

3 Discourse on Universal History. Part iii. chap. 4. 


But why should we mention philosophers only? 
The writings of even the poets, which were in every 
body’s hands, amused them very much, but instructed 
them still more. The most renowned of conquerors 
considered Homer as a master, who taught him to 
govern wisely. This great poet instructed people, no 
less happily, in obedience, and the duties of a good 
citizen. 

When the Greeks, thus educated, saw the delicacy 
of the Asiatics: their dress and beauty, emulating that 
of women, they held them in the utmost contempt. 
But their form of government, that had no other rule 
than their prince’s will, which took place of all laws, 
not excepting the most sacred, inspired them with 
horror; and the barbarians were the most hateful of 
objects to Greece. 

The Greeks had imbibed this hatred in the most 
early times, 3 and it was become almost natural to 
them. A circumstance which made them delight so 
much in Homer’s poems, was his celebrating the ad¬ 
vantages and victories of Greece over Asia. On the 
side of Asia was Venus, that is to sa}-, the pleasures, 
the idle loves, and effeminacy; on that of Greece, was 
Juno, or in other words, gravity with conjugal affec¬ 
tion, Mercury with eloquence, and Jupiter with wise 
policy. With the Asiatics was Mars, an impetuous 
and brutal deity, that is to say, war carried on w’ith 
fury: with the Greeks, Pallas, or, in other words, (he 
science of war and valour, conducted by reason. The 
Grecians, from this time, had ever imagined,that un¬ 
derstanding and true bravery were natural as well as 
peculiar to them. They could not bear the thoughts 
of Asia’s design to conquer them; and in bowing to 
this yoke, they would have thought they had subjet ted 
virtue to pleasure, the mind to the body, and true cou¬ 
rage to brutal strength, which consisted merely in 
numbers. 

The Greeks were strongly inspired with these sen¬ 
timents, when Darius, son of Hystaspes, and Xerxes, 
invaded them with armies so prodigiously numerous as 
exceeds all belief. The Persians lound often, to their 
cost, the great advantage which discipline has over 
multitudes and confusion; and how greatly superior 
courage (when conducted by skill) is to a blind im¬ 
petuosity. 

Persia, after having been so often conquered by the 
Greeks, had nothing to do but to sow divisions among 
them; and the height to w hich conquest had raised the 
latter, facilitated the design. As tear, 4 held them in 
the bands of union, victory and security dissolved 
them. Having been always used to fight and conquer, 
they no sooner believed that they had no longer any 
thing to fear from the power of the Persians, than they 
turned their arms against each other. 

Among (he several republics of which Greece was 
composed, Athens and Lacedaemon were undoubtedly 
the chief. These two great commonwealths, whose 
manners and conduct were directly opposite, perplex¬ 
ed and incommoded one another, in tne common de¬ 
sign they had of subjecting all Greece; so that they 
were eternally at variance, and this more from the con¬ 
trariety of interests, than an opposition of tempers 
and disposition. 

The Grecian cities would not subject themselves to 
either: for besides that every one of them desired to 
live free and independent, they were not pleased with 
(he government of either of those two commonwealths. 
We have shown, in tile course of this history, that the 
Peloponnesian, and other wars, were either owing to, 
or supported by, the reciprocaljealousy of Lacedaemon 
and Athens. But at the same time that this jealousy 
disturbed,it supported Greece in some measure; and 
kept it from being dependent on either of those repub¬ 
lics. 

The Persians soon perceived this state and con¬ 
dition of Greece; after which, the whole secret of their 
politics was to keep up these jealousies, and foment 
these divisions. Lacedaemon, being the most ambi¬ 
tious, was the first that made them engage in the Gre¬ 
cian quarrels. The Persians took part in them, with 
a view of subjecting the whole nation; and industrious 


s Isocrates in Panegyr. 


* Plat, de Leg. 1. ni. 
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to make the Greeks weaken one another, they only 
waited for the favourable instant to crush them alto¬ 
gether. Already the cities of Greece considered, 1 in 
their wars, only the king of Persia, whom they called 
the great king, or the king, by way of eminence, as if 
they already thought themselves his subjects. How¬ 
ever, when Greece was upon the brink of slavery', and 
ready to fall into the hands of the barbarians, it was 
impossible for the genius, the spirit of the country, 
not to rouse and take the alarm. Agesilaus, king of 
Lacedtemonia, made the Persians tremble in Asia 
Minor, and showed that they might be humbled. Their 
weakness was still more e vident by the glorious retreat 
of the 10,000 Greeks, who had followed the Younger 
Cyrus. 

It was then that all Greece saw more plainlv than 
ever, that it possessed an invincible body of soldiery, 
which was able to subdue all nations; and that nothing 
, but its feuds and divisions could subject it to an enemy, 
who was too weak to resist it when united. 

Philip of Macedon, a prince whose abilities were 
equal to his valour, took so great advantage of the 
divisions which reigned between the various cities and 
commonwealths, that though his kingdom was but 
small, yet, as it was united, and his power absolute, 
he at last, partly by artifice and partly by strength, 
rose to greater power than any r of the Grecian states, 
and obliged them all to march under his standards 
against the commoti enemy. This was the state of 
Greece when Philip lost his life, and Alexander his 
son succeeded to his kingdom, and to the designs he 
had projected. 

The Macedonians, at his accession, were not only' 
well disciplined and inured to toils, but triumphant: 
and become, by so many' successes, almost as much 
superior to the other Greeks in valour and discipline, 
as the rest of the Greeks were superior to the Persians, 
and to such nations as resembled them. 

Darius, who reigned over Persia in Alexander’s 
time, was a just, brave, and generous prince; was be¬ 
loved by his subjects,and wanted neither good sense 
nor vigour for the execution ofhis designs. But, if we 
Compare the two monarch?; if we oppose the genius 
of Darius, to the penetrating sublime one of Alexan¬ 
der; the valour of the former, to the mighty invincible 
courage, which obstacles animated, of the latter; with 
that boundless desire which Alexander possessed, of 
augmenting his glory, and his entire belief that all 
things ought to bend before him, as being formed by* 
Prdvidence superior to the rest of mortals; a belief with 
which he inspired not only his generals, but the mean¬ 
est ofhis soldiers, who thereby rose above difficulties, 
and even above themselves; the reader will easily 
judge which of the monarchs was to be victorious/ 

If to these considerations we add the advantages 
which the Greeks and Macedonians had over their 
enemies, it must be confessed, that it was impossible 
for the Persian empire to subsist any' longer, when in¬ 
vaded by so great a hero, and by such invincible 


i Plat, de Leg. 1. iii. Isocrat. ia Paneg. 


armies. And thus we discover, at one and the same 
time, the circumstance which ruined the empire of the 
Persians, and raised that of Alexander. 

To smooth his way to victory, the Persians happen¬ 
ed to lose the only' general who was able to make 
head against the Greeks, and this was Memnon of 
Rhodes. So long as Alexander fought against this 
illustrious warrior, he might gloiy in having vanquish¬ 
ed an enemy worthy of himself. But in the very in¬ 
fancy of a diversion, which began already to distract 
Greece, Memnon died, after which Alexander obliged 
all things to give way before him. 

This prince made his entrance into Baby lon, w ith a 
splendour and magnificence which had never been 
seen before; and,after having revenged Greece; after 
subduing, with incredible swiftness, all the nations 
subject to Persia; to secure his new empire on every 
side, or rather to satiate his ambition, and render his 
name more famous than that of Bacchus, he marched 
into India, and there extended his conquests farther 
than that celebrated conqueror had done. But the mo¬ 
narch, whose impetuous career neither deserts, rivers, 
nor mountains, could stop, was obliged to yield to the 
murmurs ofhis soldiers, who called aloud for ease and 
repose. 

Alexander returned to Babylon, dreaded and re¬ 
spected, not as a conqueror, but as a god. Neverthe¬ 
less, the formidable empire he had acquired, subsisted 
no longer than his life, which was but short, At thir- 
ty'-three years of age, in the midst of the grandest de¬ 
signs that ever man formed, and flushed with the surest 
hopes of success, he died before be had leisure to settle 
his a flairs on a solid foundation; leaving behind him a 
brother, who was an idiot, and children very young, 
all incapable of supporting the weight of such a power. 

But the circumstance which proved most fatal to 
his family and empire, was his having taught the ge¬ 
nerals who survived him, to breathe nothing but am¬ 
bition and war. He foresaw the prodigious lengths 
they' would go after his death. To curb their ambi¬ 
tious views, and for fear of mistaking in his conjec¬ 
tures, he did not dare to name bis successor, or the 
guardian of his children. He only' foretold that his 
friends would solemnize his obsequies with bloody bat¬ 
tles; and he expired in the flower of his age, full of 
the sad images of the confusion which would follow 
his death. 

And indeed, Macedonia, the kingdom he inherited, 
which his ancestors had governed during so many 
ages, was invaded on all sides, as a succession that 
was become vacant; and after being long exposed a 
prey to the strongest, was at Inst possessed by another 
family. Thus this great conqueror, the most renowned 
the world ever saw', was the last king of his family. 
Had he lived peaceably'in Macedon, the greatness of 
his empire would not have proved a temptation to bis 
generals; and he would have left to his children the 
kingdom he inherited from his ancestors. But rising 
to too exalted a height of power, he proved the destruc¬ 
tion of his posterity; and such was the glorious fruit 
of all his conquests! 


END OF VOL. I. 
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